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Gbntlembn, — Inflammation,  whether  it  attack  one 
Of  other  portion  of  the  respiratoxy  system,  mast  always 
be  Tiewed  in  a  serious  light;  for  even  when  only 
affecting  the  first  passages,  sneh  as  the  nostrils,  it  is 
Tery  apt,  if  neglected,  to  he  propagated  downwards, 
and  tdrminate  in  more  rital  parts.  An  acute  inflam- 
mation of  the  nostrils  nsnallj  proceeds  from  retained 
excretions,  or  atmospheric  poisons,  and  is  the  first  and 
most  obvions  symptom  of  a  common  cold,  or  nasal 
catarrh,  and  more  especially  of  influenza.  It  is  charac- 
terised by  redness,  dryness,  heat,  and  swelling,  and  a 
eoneurrent  febrile  excitement.  The  patient  is  unable 
to  draw  air  through  the  passages ;  and  at  length  there 
is  augmented  discharge,  at  first  of  mucus,  and  after- 
irards  it  may  be  of  pus  and  blood.  It  may  be  treated 
by  leeching,  though  that  is  seldom  resorted  to,  inasmuch 
•■  the  Teasels,  if  mudi  gorged,  usually  relieve  themselves 
by  a  spontaneous  haemorrhage.  Most  generally  it  is 
met  by  such  medicines  as  will  open  the  various  emunc- 
tories,  and  procote  vent  for  the  ** peccant  humours,*' 
Strong  saline  purgation  is  one  very  efficacious  remedy. 
If  hsmorrhage  proceed  too  far,  it  may  be  ttojpped 
flilher  by  plugging,  or  by  snuffing  up  a  little  of  the 
acetate  of  lead ;  and  if  a  chronic  inflammatory  action  be 
continued,  after  the  subsidence  of  the  acute  attack, 
living  rise  to  a  constant  flow  of  muco-purulent  matter, 
a  similar  snuffing  up  of  calomel  will  be  most  likely  to 
' arrest  so  disagreeable  a  symptom .  But  inflaKmation 
ov  THE  LAUTifX  IB  ous  of  the  most  formidable  diseases 
that  can  assail  the  human  frame,especlaUyonaooottntof 
its  tending  to  induce  suffocation.  It  may  arise  iram 
tht  appUeatbn  of  some  external  icrttant,  or  ftom  poison 
iro.I.,JaDiitf]r7*lMS. 


drculating  in  the  blood;  or  may  take  place  in  the 
course  of  severe  pneumonia,  or  bronchitis.  Its  marked 
characteristics  are, — ^pain,  and  a  sense  of  intense  especial 
heat  in  the  part,  even  while  the  rest  of  the  body  is  of 
very  exalted  temperature,  difficulty  of  swallowing,  diffi- 
culty of  speech,  and  intensely  laboured  and  harsh 
respiration.  This  latter  symptom  is  the  most  obvious 
one  to  any  bystander,  and  the  most  painful  and  itUrp^^ng 
to  die  patient  himself.  At  first,  of  coarse,  these 
sensations  are  comparatively  slight,  but,  as  the  disease 
runs  on,  they  become  dreadful  in  the  extreme,  and 
exhibit  all  that  you  might  expect  fron)  a  protracted 
suffocation.  Even  though  mercury,  antimony,  and 
abstraction  of  blood,  be  resorted  to  at  the  beginning, 
the  affection  will  too  often  run  its  course  in  spite  of  all 
efforts,  and  terminate  fatally  within  a  very  short  time, 
exhibiting  after  death  a  red  and  thickened  indurated 
condition  of  all  the  tissues  of  the  larynx,  and  its 
aperture  narrowed  to  a  mere  slit.  In  the  young  woman 
Perkins,  who  came  in  with  continued  fever,  and  whose 
chief  local  inflammation  lay  in  the  chest,  we  had  an 
instance  of  this  disease.  The  fever,  pneumonia,  and 
bronchitis  had  already  been  gradually  sabdaed,  when, 
being  a  little  light-headed,  and  believing  she  was  quite 
well,  she  walked  into  the  stone  passage,  and  stood  theie 
for  a  time.  Shortly  after  she  complained  of  sore-throat, 
when,  fearing  what  might  be  the  result,  two  re-lays  of 
leeches  were  applied,  and  she  was  placed  under  mercury 
and  antimony,  with  a  nitrate  of  silver  gargle.  In  spif» 
of  these  efforts  the  inflammation  increased,  the  resp|^- 
tion  became  hissing,  and  then  harsh,  the  lips  and  cheeks 
became  blue,  the  pulse  rose  to  140,  the  ala  nasi  were 
expanded,  and  the  greatest  anxiety  was  depicted  in  the 
brow  and  eyes.  At  length,  as  you  will  see,  on  referring 
to  the  case,  matters  came  to  such  an  extremity,  that 
Mr.  Moore  thought  of  performing  tracheotomy;  before 
doing  so  he  sent  to  ask  my  consent,  but  meanwhile  the 
poor  girl  had  died.  Thif  was  the  more  annoying  as  it 
was  the  only  instance  daring  eighteen  months  in  which 
we  had  lost  a  case  of  fever  here,  the  death  occurring, 
too,  jast  on  the  verge  of  convalescence.  In  like 
manner,  with  numerous  young  children,  though  the., 
symptoms  may  be  temporaiily  subdued,  yet  they  aah 
apt  to  return  with  renewed  force,  and  too  often  terminate 
fatally,  in  spite  of  all  efforts.  I  have  said  that  the 
treatment  must  consist  of  local  abstraction  of  bloody 
with  saenmry  and  antimony^  in  frequently  repeated 
doses,  and  Hhe  warm  bath.    Tracheotomy  should  also 
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be  kept  in  view,  but,  as  in  private  practice,  there  is 
frequently  such  a  prejudice  against  this  proceeding,  as* 
to  deter  the  attendant  from  resorting  to  it,  or  even 
suggesting  it;  so  in  hospitals  it  is  very  seldom  had 
recourse  to,  except  until  too  late.  Both  physidans  and 
€urgeons  seem  generally  to  feel  that  they  are  not  called 
upon  to  use  such  a  remedy  until  all  others  have  proved 
of  no  avail.  They  are  liable  to  consider  that  while,  on 
the  one  hand,  any  certainty  of  recovery  after  the  opera- 
tion is  very  problematical,  the  probability  of  death,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  pretty  strong,  and  therefore  shrink 
from  the  responsibility  of  the  death  being  imputed  to 
the  operation,  rather  than  the  disease.  But  it  should 
be  recollected  that  it  is  the  delay  of  the  operation  that 
gives  the  victim  so  little  chance  of  benefit  from  it.  It 
should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  only  done  with 
the  view  of  allowing  the  patient  to  have  breath,  while 
the  other  remedies  are  exerting  their  influence  on  the 
larynx ;  and  that,  even  though  it  should  fail  as  an 
«xpedient  of  cure,  it  is  very  Ukely  to  operate  so  far  as 
to  procure  a  comparatively  easy  death.  All  this  makes 
me  inclined  to  be  an  advocate  for  the  timely  perform- 
ance of  tracheotomy  in  this  disease,  and,  in  the  next 
«a8e  that  occurs  in  the  hospital,  I  shall  certainly  resort 
to  it  at  an  earlier  period  than  heretofore;  and,  indeed, 
the  house-surgeon  has  my  authority  for  its  performance 
-without  waiting  for  my  presence. 

The  slow  chronic  inflammation  and  thickening  of  the 
laryngeal  textures  which  are  apt  to  occur  in  certain 
strumous  and  syphilitic  habits,  giving  rise  to  loss  of 
Toice,  great  hoarseness,  and  some  slight  sense  of  pain, 
accompanied  with  the  presence  of  something  that  can 
never  be  hawked  up,  is  an  equally  formidable  disease, 
with  the  last  and  not  less  fatal,  though  not  so  sudden  an4 
startling.  The  morbid  appearances  after  death  ari^  a 
great  thickening  of  all  the  tissues,  including  those  of  the 
tocal  chords.  The  surface  has  the  appearance  of  the 
«kin  of  the  hand,  softened,  thickened,  and  puckered,  by 
long  steeping  in  hot  water,  covered  with  a  thick  glab^ 
mucus,  and  here  and  there  a  patch  of  inflammation,  or 
congestion.  The  accurate  pathological  theory  of  such 
local  appearances  I  do  not  profess  at  all  to  understand. 
That  there  is  a  degenerate  hypertrophy  is  obvious,  but 
why  this  seat  should  be  specially  chosen  for  the  deposit, 
18  quite  another  question ;  I  cannot  answer  it;  ahd 
•shall,  therefore,  only  state  facts.  It  is  almost  always 
accompanied  with  a  very  large  or  universal  deposit  of 
tubercle  in  the  lungs,  and  those  who  are  seized  with  it 
seldom  or  never  recover.  Oood  examples  have  been 
exhibited  of  this  morbid  condition  in  the  cases  of 
Claridge  and  Dremer.  Both  of  them  died  mere  skele- 
tons, with  their  lungs  riddled  throughout,  yet  Dremer 
declared  himself  to  the  last  as  getting  well  fast.  Greig 
\fumishes  us,  on  the  other  hand,  with  an  instance  of  its 
partial  arrest.  In  each  of  these  cases  the  remedies  for 
phthisis,  were  employed,  but,  in  addition,  local  leeching 
was  also  resorted  to,  and  an  inhalation  used,  composed 
of  conium  and  iodine,  which  seemed  to  produce  very 
beneficial  effects.  In  the  two  fatal  cases  the  feelings  of 
uneasiness  were  relieved,  and  in  that  of  Greig  the  TOioe 
was  restored,  and  the  pain  on  swallowing,  &e.,  quite 


dispersed.  He  left  the  hospital  tolerably  well,  but  I 
have  not  heard  of  him  since.  Some  good  has  also  been 
effected  by  the  application  of  strong  solutions  of  the 
ni(;rate  of  silver;  but,  upon  the  whole,  I  can  speak  most 
favourably  of  the  iodine  and  conium  as  giving  relief 
almost  invariably,  lliis,  as  you  may  be  aware,  was  the 
favourite  remedial  application  of  Sur  Charles  Scudamore 
in  almost  all  respiratory  cases  whatever.  Such  narrow 
views  of  pathology  are  altogether  untenable,  yet  each 
favourite  remedy,  like  this,  may  be  found  highly  useful 
for  its  own  specific  purpose,  that  of  this  one  being  to 
allay  irritation  and  promote  absorption. 

In  INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  TRACHEA,  or  CROUP,  WO 

have  a  specimen  of  one  more  very  formidable  disease, 
chiefly  attacking  young  persons.  It  is  most  commonly 
traceable  to  some  exposure  to  cold  during  raw  and  damp 
weather,  or  in  cold  moist  situations.  Sometimes  it  is 
preceded  by  all  the  characteristics  of  a  simple  cold, 
with  rough  cough,  hoarsness,  and  some  amount  of 
fever ;  but  the  true  and  alarming  symptoms  of  fibrinous 
croup  are  generally  rather  sudden  in  their  manifestation, 
and  either  appear  rather  unexpectedly,  after  some 
continuance  of  the  above  condition,  or  all  at  once  with 
scarcely  any  premonitary  symptoms  whatever,  so  that — 
as  observed  by  a  vigorous  describer  of  disease,  the 
mother  of  a  family  may  be  suddenly  startled  from  her 
sleep,  by  that  terrible  clanging  cough  which  is  so  peculiar 
to  croup,  and  which  bodes  so  ominously  of  a  quick  and 
fatal  issue.  The  essence  of  the  disease  consists  in  the 
exudation  of  fibrinous  lymph  firom  the  inflamed  surface 
of  the  trachea,  so  solid  and  tenacious,  that  it  is  firmly 
moulded  to  all  the  irregularities  of  the  organ,  adhering 
to  it  like  a  true  membrane,  and  becoming  thicker  and 
thicker  as  the  morbid  action  advances.  Many  beautiful 
specimens  are  to  be  seen  of  this  fibrinous  coating  after 
it  has  been  thrown  off,  when  it  exhibits  itself  as  an 
exact  mould  of  the  trachea,  as  if  taken  in  pliaUe 
wax.  This,  you  know,  is  rather  an  exceptional  event 
in  mucous  surfaces,  unless  inflammation  run  exceed- 
ingly high  indeed,  and  its  frequent  occurrence  in 
this  situation  is  doubtless  due,  partly  to  the  intense 
action  going  on,  and  partly  to  some  peculiarity  in  the 
natural  organization  of  the  part.  Almost  invariably,  in 
such  situations,  it  is  pus,  and  not  fibrinous  lymph, 
that  is  thrown  out.  But  for  this  law  the  most  dis- 
astrous consequences  might  frequently  happen  from 
inflammatory  attacks  of  the  nostrils,  the  oesophagus, 
the  rectum,  the  urethra,  &c.,  leading  to  the  blocking 
up  of  such  passages.  As  it  is,  it  is  singular  enough 
how  such  an  event  should  so  much  more  often  occur 
in  so  essential  an  organ  as  the  trachea  than  anywhere 
else,  but  such  is  the  fact,  and  it  must  make  us  view  the 
affection  in  a  very  serious  light. 

The  great  object  in  such  A  case  must  be  to  abate  the 
hyperemia  and  to  evacuate  the  existing  obstructions  to 
respiration.  The  first  is  to  be  attained  by  abstraction 
of  blood,  and  the  administration  of  such  remedies  as 
may  lessen  the  force  of  the  circulation,  as  antimony  and 
digitalis,  though  both  are  to  be  avoided  if  the  powers 
of  life  be  very  low.  A  few  leeches  along  the  track  of 
the  windpipe,  and  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  antimony  eroj 
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bonr,  will  soon  take  gome  effect  on  the  oonstitatioiial 
■ction,  and  by  the  addition  of  mercnrf ,  the  natonl 
aecretionB  will  be  promoted,  the  tenacious  exodadona 
rendered  more  fluid,  and  aUo  absorbed.  If  the  false 
membranes  are  inclined  to  be  loosened  from  their 
attachments  to  the  muoons  snrftuse,  their  ezpnlsion 
will  be  much  promoted  in  a  mechanical  way  by 
the  exhibition  of  emetics ;  but,  npon  the  whole,  the 
greatest  sources  of  confidence  must  be  in  abstraction 
of  blood,  and  the  speedy  influence  of  antimony  and 
mercury,  the  latter  being  applied  by  friction  as  well  as 
by  the  mouth.  Tracheotomy  does  not,  in  this  instance, 
hold  out  such  hopes  as  in  laryngitis,  because  we  can 
scarcely  tell  how  far  the  inflammation  has  proceeded, 
end  therefore  eyen  after  making  an  opening  at  the  lowest 
point,  we  may  And  it  of  no  use. 

From  the  peculiarities  connected  with  the  local 
inflammations  already  described,  it  was  necessary  to 
treat  of  them  indiyidually ;  but,  for  the  remainirig  por- 
tions of  the  respiratory  apparatus,  I  shall  reduce  them 
synthetically  to  one  head  of  hyperaemia,  instead  of 
dividing  them  into  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  &c.  Acutk 
SYPBiLfiMiA  may  attack  either  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  bronchi  and  bronchilli,  with  their  sub-tissues,  in 
which  event  it  is  considered  BRONCHms,  or  it  may  seize 
on  the  vesicular  portions  of  the  lungs,  in  which  case  it 
is  called  pneumonia.  Both,  however,  are  to  be  viewed 
«s  the  same  action,  differing  only  in  extent  of  surface 
and  certain  distinctive  effects  referable  to  certain  differ- 
ences as  to  function  and  structure.  Thus,  the  brondii 
being  merely  air  passages,  their  diseased  condition  is  of 
less  importance  than  that  of  the  vesicles,  within  which 
the  proper  function  of  the  respiration  is  carried  on. 
Hie  bronchi  are  also  more  apt  to  be  affected  on  both 
sides  equally  than  the  vesicles ;  and  from  their  greater 
openness  they  are  more  likely  to  throw  out  simply 
protective  mucus  or  expectorable  pus,  than  that  fibrin- 
ous lymph,  which  is  too  often  the  result  of  vesicular 
inflammatioD.  'The  ordinary  causes  of  this  inflammation, 
Vke  those  in  other  internal  organs,  are  the  application 
of  external  irritants,  or  revulsed  excretions,  or  febrile 
and  other  poisons  drcolating  in  (he  blood.  When  the 
bronchi  alone  are  affected,  there  will  necessarily  be» 
according  to  the  extent  or  severity  of  the  action,  more 
or  less  cough,  and  more  or  less  impeded  respiration. 
The  cough  will  at  first  be  dry,  as  the  immediate  con- 
-sequence  of  all  inflammation  is  a  stoppage  of  the  natural 
secretions ;  but,  in  due  time,  if  not  checked  at  the  first 
onset,  there  will  follow  first  an  expectoration  of  mucus, 
more  or  less  tenacious,  which  will  afterwards  become 
muoo-purulent,  or  entirely  puruleot,  according  to  dr- 
cnmstanoes.  When  the  membranes  have  become  so  thick- 
ened by  the  exudations  of  inflammation,  or  so  obstructed 
Y>y  the  superficial  discharges,  some  difllculty  of  breath- 
ing will  be  experienced.  This,  arising  fiom  a  physical 
cause,  will  be  so  far  permanent  and  equal ;  but  as  some 
-nervous  irritation  must  arise  under  the  presence  of  such 
Ibreign  matter,  so  this  difficulty  of  brsathing  will  be 
-liable  to  rather  sudden  fits  of  inoraase,  due  to  oeeaskmal 
asthmatic  constriction.  A  chronio  inflammation  thef»- 
fon,   of  the  bnmehltiB  kind,  viwdly  givai  rise  to 


habitual  asthma,  and  also  thereby  induces  emphysema. 
In  the  first  stage  of  bronchial  inflammation,  tb^re-will 
be  beards  ficom  the  dryness  of  the  membrane,  a  harsh 
hissing  sound  under  respiration,  over  the  coarse  of  the 
larger  tubes,  while  the  vesicular  murmur  may  be  un- 
altered, and  this  wiU  be  accompanied  with  dry  cough, 
and  some  sense  of  rawness  down  the  centre  of  the 
chest.  As  exudations  make  their  appearance,  tiiose 
sounds  will  becomejrough,  and  more  complicated  with 
others,  arising  from  the  air  bubbles  traversing  the 
effused  fluids,  and  bursting  therein.  This  stage  will 
now  be  marked  by  a  moister  cough,  accompanied  with 
an  expectoration,  th»more  thin  the  more  easy,  and  the 
more  tenacious  the  more  painful.  While,  therefore, 
these  proofs  of  bronchial  inflammation  may  be  gathered 
from  the  stetiioscope,  the  general  expansion  of  the 
chest  may  be  pretty  good,  and  the  vesicular  murmur 
soft  and  regular.  The  sounds  on  percussion  may  also 
be  universally  good ;  though,  sometimes,  when  a  pellet 
of  hardened  mucus  may  have  blocked  up  one  or  more 
of  the  air  passages,  there  may  be  a  good  sound  over  the 
obstructed  portion  of  lung ;  but  yet  no  proper  expansion 
and  no  vesicular  murmur.  So  far,  a  simple  bronchitis 
is  easily  diagnosticated,  but  it  must  be  recollected  that 
the  question  is  too  often  complicated  with  preriously- 
existing  disease,  such  as  solidification  of  the  lung  firam 
tubercle  or  plastic  lymph,  or  the  exudation  of  serum, 
or  pus,  or  lymph  from  pleurisy,  or  the  presence  of  a 
tumour;  or  an  obliteration  of  the  lung  altogether. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  becomes  extremely  diflicult 
to  form  any  dedded  opinion ;  unless  you  are  already 
master  of  the  previous  history  of  the  patient,  in  which 
case  it  were  comparatively  easy  to  know  whether  any 
such  solidification  were  of  old  standing  or  not,  and  what 
was  its  real  nature.  The  various  solidifications  that  may 
occur  are  often  not  to  be  distinguished  from  one  another 
except  by  such  history  and  other  collateral  evid^ice. 
Fluid  effusions  cannot  be  discovered  by  stiocusaion 
when  the  cavity  is  perfectiy  full  of  any  homogenooa 
muss.  The  chief  proof,  therefore,  is  the  absence  of  the 
vocal  thrill,  and  as  to  whether  the  fluid  be  serum  or 
pus,  or  an  admixture  of  both,  that  is  only  to  be  known 
by  the  preceding  symptoms,  or  by  the  trocar.  An 
obliteration  of  the  lung  is  of  course  still  more  difficult 
t9  be  proved.  The  nature  of  sudi  difficulties  may  be 
instanced  in  certain  actual  cases  treated  within  the 
hospital.  Thus,  in  the  case  of  the  boy  Oreen,  the  day- 
like dulness  of  the  right  side  was  referred  to  tubercle 
firom  collateral  evidence  alone,  inasmuch  as  he  was  pale 
and  emaciated,  and  had  had  degenerative  disease  in  the 
knee-joint,  &c. }  yet  it  is  not  impossible  that  it  may 
be  hepatization.  In  the  policeman,  James  Hughes,  the 
same  dulness  on  the  left  side  was  refisrred  to  hepatixation 
on  account  of  the  sudden  illness,  and  ^  it  might  be 
tubercle  or  something  else.  In  the  phthisical  cases  of  - 
Elisa  Sleuth,  and  Ann  West,  a  similar  dulness  on  the 
left  side  was  attributed  to  tnberde;  but  the  fkct  was, 
that  the  old  tubercle  had  softened  and  disappeared,  and 
the  entire  organ  had  become  absorbed.  In  the  young 
woman,  H.  S.,  this  dulness  of  the  left  side  was  viewed 
with  great  uncertainty ;  bmtshe  died  almost  immediatdy 


DR.  NBLSON  ON  THE  MORBID  CONDITION  OF  THE  LUNGS. 


after  admitBion,  and  theii  a  vast  amount  of  pas  was 
found,  itlilch  had,  howereri  produced  no  bulging  of  the 
intereofltal  spaoee  during  life,  nor  any  dispotitien  to 
Be  on  the  affected  side,  (though  these  symptoms  are  by 
some  coBsidetvd  essential;)  she  generally,  indeed,  lay 
eidMr  on  her  back  or  on  the  opposite  side.  The  almost 
imiversal  dulness  and  non-expansion  of  the  right  side 
of  the  patient  William  Prentice,  who  was  admitted 
after  a  previous  attack  of  pleurisy  was  likewise  viewed 
with  doubt.  In  order  to  test  whether  it  were  fluid  or 
•olid,  my  suiK^ical  colleague,  Mr.  Lengstone  Parker,  was 
requested  to  introduce  a  small  trocar,  but  nothing 
appeared  from  that  puncture,  andv  from  all  that  can  be 
karaed  of  the  past  history  of  the  man,  it  may  either 
arise  from  camification,  or  tubercle,  or  effusion  in  the 
pleura,  or  obliteration  of  the  lung.  I  still  include 
pleuritic  effusion  of  a  more  or  less  solid  character  in 
the  list  of  possibilities ;  because,  although  the  discovery 
of  liquids  by  the  trocar  be  a  positive  proof  of  their 
presence,  Hie  non-discovery  of  them  is  no  preof  of  their 
absence.  At  the  very  points  where  the  thrusts  are 
made,  there  may  be  solid  adhesions,  while  in  other  parts. 
Where  the  pleural  surfrces  are  free,  the  effosiona  may 
be  in  great  abundance.  This  fiiet  is  again  and  again 
Witnessed  by  those  who  are  engaged  in  poit^mortem 
inspections.  Tou  must  avoid  drawing  positive  conclu- 
sions from  any  merely  negative  (acts  elicited  by  the  trocar. 
As  littie  can  you  puncture  again  and  again  in  such  a  situ- 
ation'with  the  view,  of  obtaining  more  positive  evidence, 
and,  as  to  being  guided  by  the  buying  of  the  intercostal 
spaces,  such  a  sign  can  only  occur  in  the  most  extreme 
oases  of  Uquid  effiision.  The  use  of  the  exploring  needle 
has  been  suggested  by  some  persons  as  a  very  facile 
mode  of  diagnosticating  all  such  diseases ;  but  I  have 
,  seen  such  unpleasant  results  from  it  in  certain  cases,  tiiat 
until  a  vast  amount  of  encouraging  evidence  is  laid  before 
me,  I  cannot  recommend  its  indiseriminate  employment 
to  my  pupils.  In  short.,  except  in  safe  situations,  I  view 
with  little  farour,  this  proposal  of  thrusting  a  hollow^ 
dagger  through  the  human  body,  as  you  would  thnist  a 
lister  through  a  cheese ;  because  I  feel  that  on  many 
oeoasions,  a  dormant,  scirrhous,  or  other  less  complex 
tumour  might  by  such  means  be  excited  into  an  active 
flSbcer,  not  to  mention  other  contingendes.  You  will 
therefore  see  the  Importance  of  endeavouring  to  establish, 
in  any  given  case,  what  are  the  recent  and  what  are  the 
old  symptoms.  From  the  number  of  old  and  advanced 
oases,  brought  to  public  institutions,  in  which  the 
recent  symptoms,  and  the  old  pathological  changes 
induced  by  former  disease,  are  confiisedly  mixed  up, 
the  hospital  physician  frequently  finds  himself  at  a 
great  disadvantage;  because,  on  the  one  hand,  he 
eonnot  rely  upon  the  patient's  own  history  of  his  case, 
and  on  the  o^r,  if  he  applies  for  its  previous  history  to 
the  fbrmer  attendants,  his  objects  ibr  doing  so  are 
liable  to  misoonstmetion  unless  he  be  personally 
aeqUslnted  with  them. 

PKsVMomA,  as  already  obsMrved,  is  a  much  more 
Ibmidable  form  of  diietse  than  the  one  just  treated  of. 
Its  aiuset  are  the  samel  as  those  of  brondiltis,  b«t, 
geMnAy  speelriBg,  Hiey  are  more  sevefu  in  degree,  and 


produce  serious  consequenoes  in  proportion  to  the 
plethoric  oondition  of  the  patient.  No  class  of  men, 
perhaps,  are  more  frequenUy  victims  to  this  disease,  in 
an  intense  degree,  than  those  brawny  labourers  exposed 
to  work  in  damp  excavations.  The  attack  ia  ushered 
in  by  shiverings,  thirst,  and  other  febrile  symptoms; 
these  are  followed  by  difficulty  of  breathing,  dry  cough, 
heat,  and,  it  may  be,  pam  in  the  affected  part ;  after- 
wards the  face  will  assume  a  dark  flush,  while  the 
lips  may  be  blue,  and  the  expectoration  that  aocom- 
panies  this  state  of  things  will  sooner  or  later  be 
tinged  of  a  rusty  red.  The  pathological  changes  indi- 
cated by  such  symptoms  are,— firstiy,  by  the  shivering, 
^..^epression  of  the  heart's  action,  and  an  accumula* 
tion  of  the  mass  of  blood  in  the  internal  parts ;  by  the 
febrile  symptoms,  reaction;  by  the  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, dry  cough,  and  heat,  are  indicated  an  acute  engorge- 
ment of  the  lungs,  causing  irritation,  but  as  yet  no 
effusicm;  the  dark  flush  shows  imperfect  oxygenation; 
and  the  rusty  coloured  sputum,  an  escape  of  the  red 
blood  from  the  engorged  and  diUted  capillary  vessels. 
As  to  percussion,  it  will  yidd  a  dull  resonance  over  the 
affeoted  part,  and  the  sthethoscope  will  furnish  the 
following  ooncomitsnt  evidences, — ^viz.,  in  the  first  stage 
of  simple  engorgement,  without  efl^sion,  scarcely  any 
respiratory  murmur  at  all ;  in  the  second  stage  of 
effusion  a  small  crackling  noise,  as  of  minute  bubbles 
bursting  in  a  tenacious  fluid;  in  the  third  stage  of 
complete  consolidation,  no  respiratory  murmur,  or  any 
other  sound  whatever ;  and  in  the  fourth,  or  curative 
stage  of  absorption,  a  return  of  the  crepitating  sound, 
followed  by  the  natural  murmur.  The  combination  of 
these  methods  of  inquiry  can  leave  little  doubt  in  any 
case  of  pneumonia,  unless  there  have  been  previous 
consolidation,  &c.,  in  which  event  we  have  to  encounter 
all  the  difficulties  already  alluded  to.  Each  symptom 
will,  of  course,  be  of  greater  or  lesser  severity,  according 
to  the  degree  and  extent  of  the  inflammatory  action, 
which  sometimes  may  be  so  mild  as  oidy  to  involve  a 
Tory  limited  portion  of  the  lung,  while  at  others  almost 
the  whole  tissue  may  be  subjected  to  the  morbid  action* 
I  have  sought  to  picture  it  in  a  severe  type,  in  order  to 
give  you  a  marked  impression  on  the  subject ;  at  the 
same  time  you  will  please  to  recollect,  that  limited 
BttadES  may  frequently  occur  in  the  course  of  other 
diseases,  such  as  fever,  but  especially  during  phthisis, 
that  may  be  scarcely  at  all  recognized,  though  it  is  of 
the  very  greatest  importsnce  that  they  should  bo 
detected,  and  subdued.  The  secondary  consequences 
upon  other  organs  arise,  as  you  may  anticipate,  from 
obstruction  of  the  circulation.  The  heart  first  becomes 
oppressed,  makes  violent  efforts  to  overcome  the  ob- 
stacle, and,  by  its  ineffectual  efforts,  increases  the  local 
inflammation.  Meanwhile,  from  the  stagnation  of  blood 
in  the  general  system,  and  from  the  vitiated  constitution 
of  that  blood  preventing  the  ordinary  secretions  ^m 
being  carried  on,  serum  may  become  effused  throughout 
the  cellular  tissue,  and  on  the  serous  surfaces,  while 
urea  and  acrid  bile  remain  in  the  system  to  react  again 
on  the  already  poisoned  blood,  and  to  indnee  fresh 
cDm^icitiaiis.    Sadi  H  csee,  having  already  run  on 
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^Tongh  most  of  these  stages  before  admission,  was 
presented  to  us  in  the  little  girl  Catherine  Bates, 
aged  12.  In  her  we  had  nniversal  dnlness;  faint 
and  rapid  action  of  the  heart ;  a  pnlse  of  120 ;  ana* 
sarca,  both  of  the  legs  and  face ;  and  respirations  to 
the  nnmb^  of  not  less  than  58  in  the  minute,  yet  all 
these  were  happily  subdued  by  the  ftntiwionT<s1  treat- 
ment, as  beautifully  indicated  in  the  descent  of  the 
respirations  from  day  to  day,  first  to  50,  then  to  40,  and 
to  20, 18,  and  16  successively.  In  the  case  of  Eliza 
Sleuth  we  witnessed  the  total  disappearance  of  the  left 
long  under  phthisis,  the  greater  part  of  the  right 
involved  in  it,  and  the  remaining  portion  rendered 
useless  by  a  concluding  attack  of  inflammation.  Also, 
in  the  instance  of  Ann  "West,  whose  left  lung  was 
likewise  reduced,  by  tubercle,  to  a  mere  poudi  at  the 
top,  the  same  as  Sleuth's,  we  found  the  right  one 
intensely  inflamed,  even  after  the  patient  seemed  to 
have  improved  a  good  deal  under  the  eod-Uver  oil. 
The  latter  onset  was  very  sudden ;  she  had  little  stamina 
to  bear  much  active  treatment,  and  would  have  sunk 
very  soon  under  depressants.  The  chief  features  here, 
during  the  termination  of  life  were, — ^blueness  of  the 
countenance,  anasarca,  small  pulse,  cold  feet,  and  large 
universal  mucous  rattles.  Most  of  the  phthisical  cases 
that  terminate  abruptly,  prove  fatal  from  the  superven- 
tion of  pneumonia  in  the  remaining  sound  portions  of 
lung,  and  therefore.it  becomes  of  great  consequence  to 
watch  for  its  approaches  throughout  the  whole  treat- 
ment. In  the  remarkably  favourable  case  of  Hannah 
Lewis,  decided  measures  were  resorted  to,  even  under 
all  the  weakness  of  phthisis,  and  the  successful  termi- 
nation of  that  case  must  strengthen  this  view  of  the 
subject.  In  the  first  stage  of  engorgement,  although 
the  lung  is  found  of  a  brilliant  scarlet  colour,  and 
ezudmg  blood  at  every  cut  of  the  knife,  yet  it  is  not 
altogether  deprived  of  air,  for,  upon  being  squeezed, 
numerous  bubbles  make  their  appearance,  along  with 
the  blood ;  but  in  the  latter  stage  of  consolidation  there 
is  a  complete  dosure  of  the  proper  spongy  structure  of 
the  organ,  at  first  from  excess  of  blood,  compared  to 
the  structure  of  liver,  and  so  named  the  red  hepatiza- 
tion, afterwards,  from  a  disappearance  of  the  red  par- 
tides,  becoming  g^rey,  and,  lastly,  quite  a  pale  pink, 
like  the  simple  fibrinous  organization.  If  such  exuda- 
tions be  rapidly  enough  broken  down,  and  absorbed, 
before  the  proper  texture  be  obliterated,  then  the  lung 
may  be  restored  almost  to  its  pristine  condition ;  but, 
if  permitted  to  press  on  the  delicate  walls  so  long  as  to 
liave  caused  them,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  absorbed  or 
atrophied,  the  adventitious  tissue  will  remain  as  a  fixture 
through  life,  and  deprive  the  individual  of  a  certain 
proportion  of  air  at  each  inspuation.  The  respirations 
will,  therefore,  become  habitually  increased  in  number, 
while  local  dolness  will  be  apparent.  As  already 
remarked,  this  dulness  will  sometimes  lead,  under  other 
acute  attacks,  to  sundry  mistakes  as  to  the  presence  of 
tnberde  or  actually  existing  inflammation.  Such  mis- 
takes are  chiefly  to  be  avoided  by  a  consideration  of  the 
general  history  and  constitution  of  the  patieiit;  yet  the 
certain  &ct  can  never  be  demonstrated  mitil  death 


reveals  the  existence  of  some  andent  solidification  of 
the  above  kind.  Thus,  in  the  case  of  John  Schofield, 
who  was  admitted  with  flushed  and  puffy-  countenance ; 
much  heat  of  skin,  especially  on  the  chest;  great  dysp- 
ncea,  so  as  to  require  propping  up  in  bed,  with  pain 
on  inspiration;  anasarca,  rusty  sputum,  and  a  pulse  of 
120 ;  we  had  dulness,  much  more  extensive  than  seemed 
consistent  with  the  recentness  of  the  attack.  Pleuro- 
pneumonia was  at  once  diagnosticated,  and  for  that  he 
was  treated  with  blisters  and  antimony,  but,  though  the 
more  positive  symptoms  of  acute  inflammation  were 
soon  thereby  subdued,  the  same  dnlness  remained.  It 
was  now  a  question  whether  this  dulness  arose  from  a 
deposit  of  tubercle  or  plastic  lymph.  Hie  general 
feebleness  and  flabbiness  of  the  body  seemed  to  plead, 
in  some  degree,  for  the  first,  but  at  the  same  time  the 
absence  of  emadation  rather  pointed  to  the  second. 
After  having  rallied  fit>m  the  pleuro-pneumonia,  how- 
ever, he  impmdentiy  exposed  himself,  half  naked,  to 
the  cold  air ;  this  induced  a  return  of  the  malady,  under 
which  he  very  rapidly  sank,  and,  on  examining  the 
lungs,  a  most  beautiful  and  interesting  spectade  was 
displayed  of  pneumonia  in  all  its  stages,  from  thd 
brilliant  scarlet  of  the  recent  attack,  to  the  red,  the 
giey,  and  the  tawny  hepatization  of  former  ones.  It 
was  obvious  that  bo  had  had  the  disease  in  past  times, 
again  and  again,  and  that,  being  not  arrested,  it  had 
run  on  to  its  natural  result  of  consolidation.  As,  how- 
ever, he  could  give  no  definite  history  of  his  former 
ailments,  a  doubt  necessarily  existed  as  to  the  predae 
nature  of  the  solid  matter ;  fortunately  thic^  doubt  was 
not  of  a  nature  to  interfere  with  the  course  of  treatment. 
The  management  of  these  disorders  wiU  be  the  subject 
of  another  lecture. 
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Gentlbmen, — It  would  ill  become  me  to  encroach 
upon  your  valuable  time  by  a  dissertation  on  the  his* 
tory  and  literature  of  epilepsy,  or  with  a  description, 
however  graphic,  of  the  symptoms  of  the  malady,  since 
with  tiiese  every  gentieman  in  the  room  is  as  familiar  as 
myself.  However  tempting  the  theme  may  be  once 
again  to  revert  to  those  studies  whidi  delighted  us  in 
youth,  and  which  have  been  the  solace  of  some  leisure 
hours  in  manhood,  respect  for  your  superior  attainmenti 
forbids  its  indulgence.  You  cannot  now  afford  tbo 
time  to  admire  the  elegance  and  truth  with  iHiidi 
Aretoeus  sketched  this  disease,  or  to  pause  over  tiie 
nngniar  skill  of  Lacretius,  who,  in  depicting  the  malady, 
Ufioded  the  beauties  of  poesy  with  the  rigid  require- 
ments of  scientific  namtirei  or  even  to  discuss  tin 
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exact  meaning  of  those  phrases  in  the  divine  record 
which  seem  to  give  a  spiritual  significance  to  this 
corporeal  ailment,  but  which,  traced  to  their  roots, 
in  strict  comparison  with  the  existing  opinions  of  the 
then  age,  might  admit  of  an  interpretation  consistent 
alike  with  the  facts  of  modem  science,  and  with  that 
beneficence  and  "  good  will  to  man"  which  the  inspired 
word  so  abundantly  reveals.  Nor  dare  we  now  glance 
at  a  history  which  comes  down  to  us  through  so  many 
ages,  or  revert  to  the  opinions  of  writers  whose  essays 
are  numbered  by  hundreds.  If  there  be  any  book- 
loving  archaeologist  present  who  may  desire  a  statement 
of  such  opinions,  I  would  respectfully  refer  him  to  the 
erudite  article  "  On  Epilepsy,''  in  Dr.  Copland*s  Dic- 
tionary, simply  stating  that  he  may  there  find  reference 
to  more  than  two  hundred  writers,  and  yet  after  reading- 
all  their  works,  he  may  feel  that  the  disease  stands 
before  us  now  as  inscrutable,  and  as  incurable  as  ever. 

My  object  in  reading  this  brief  paper  is  the  humble 
one  of  placing  before  you  the  particulars  of  three 
epileptic  cases  which  have  fallen  under  my  notice,  and 
of  soliciting  your  valuable  opinions  upon  the  facts  they 
contain.  I  wish  also  to  contrast  their  pathological 
appearances  with  some  other  cases  of  extensive  oerebitd 
lesion  in  which  no  epilepsy  was  present,  for  I  think  it 
is  by  such  compaiiaons  alone  that  we  can  arrive  at  sftfe 
inductions.  In  the  onset,  however,  I  wish  also  to  add, 
that  pathological  changes  must  be  considered  with 
great  caution,  and  in  an  analytical  spirit,  or  assuredly 
we  shall  be  led  into  many,  and  grave  errors.  To  elicit 
your  inferences  upon  facts  which  have  fallen  under  my 
own  notice,  and  thus  to  be  benefitted  by  your  experience 
and  more  matured  judgment,  is  the  reward  to  which  I 
aspire  for  occupying  this  prominei^t  position  before  so 
distinguished  an  association. 

Of  three  cases,  then,  one  was  found  dead  ;  one  died 
in  an  epileptic  paroxysm,  or  rather  from  the  coma,  and 
exhaustion  which  followed;  and  the  third  from  pulmonary 
consumption. 

The  first,  H.  D.,  was  found  dead  in  bed.  She  had 
retired  to  rest  in  her  usual  health.  She  was  50  years 
of  age,  and  had  been  the  subject  of  epilepsy  for  twenty 
years.  Her  intellect  had  become  greatly  weakened  from 
this  cause,  and  she  was  partially  paralyzed  in  the  left 
1^.  The  autopsy  revealed  the  following  appearances : — 
Hie  body  was  well  nourished;  the  lips  were  livid,  and 
the  neck,  especially  at  its  posteri(»r,  and  dependent 
positions  was  of  a  blueish  hue,  not  from  bruises  but 
from  venous  gravitation,  and  ordinary  post-mortem 
change.  She  was  examined  at  two  o'clock  p.m.,  eight 
hours  after  being  seen  in  the  morning.  The  same 
marks  which  characterised  the  neck  were  also  present 
down  the  back  and  other  parts.  Hie  calvarium  was 
normal  in  shttpe,  and  of  average  thickness.  The  dura 
mater  was  healthy.  The  arachnoid  membrane  was  not 
thickened  or  otherwise  diseased.  The  pia  mater  was 
congested  vrith  blood,  and  the  brain  generally  shared  in 
this  condition,  in  all  probability  induced  by  the  mode 
of  death.  The  upper  waxface  of  the  convolutions  of 
the  cerebral  hemispheres  presented  here  and  there  hard 
knotty  indurations,  which  varied  in  size  from  (hat  of  a 


pea  to  a  large  bean,  but  of  a  corrugated  and  rohnded 
figure,  while  others  were  more  elastic  and  smooth. 
These  indurations  proved  to  be  small  cysts,  and  the 
difference  in  their  characters  of  hardness  and  form  was 
found  to  arise  from  the  circumstance,  that  the  harder  and 
corrugated  ones  had  lost  their  fluid,  and  now  contained 
a  white  grumous  material,  resembling  an  impalpably 
fine  mortar,  and  in  which,  by  the  aid  of  the  microscope, 
could  be  seen  a  large  number  of  very  minute  crystals* 
having  a  rhombic  figure.  Those  possessing  fluid  con- 
tained within  this  a  few  clear  spherules,  of  varying 
microscopic  size,  adhering  to  their  inner  surface,  but 
none  on  their  exterior ;  each  cyst  was  distinct  in  itself, 
forming  in  this  respect  a  great  contrast  to  the  acepha- 
locysti  occasionally  found  in  the  uterus  and  other 
organs,  indeed  their  solitary  character  induced  my 
friend.  Dr.  Hodgkin,  and  myself,  to  look  most  carefully 
for  that  curious  entozoon,  the  cysticercus  cellulosus, 
which  has  been  occasionally  found  in  solitary  cysts 
occupying  the  brain  and  the  eye  of  the  )iuman  subject, 
but  without  success.  A  small  solitary  cyst,  less  than  a 
pea,  was  found  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  left  lobe  of 
tile  cerebellum.  The  vesicular  neurine  of  the  convolu- 
tions exhibited  no  disease  beyond  the  immediate  con- 
tiguity of  these  littie  bodies,  and  even  at  that  spot 
nothing  farther  than  a  depression,  caused  by  their 
presence,  could  be  detected.  Whether  this  depression 
was  induced  by  simple  pressure,  without  any  loss  of 
nervous  substance,  or  whether  it  had  given  rise  ta 
atrophy,  could  not  be  well  determined  upon.  I  am 
inclmed  to  think  the  latter.  The  vesicular  and  fibrous 
portions  of  the  brain  were  each  much  congested  with 
blood,  which  we  regarded  rather  as  a  moribund  effect 
than  anything  else,  (as  the  patient  had  died,  in  all 
probability,  from  asphyxia,)  and  we  discovered  no  other 
change  until  we  reached  the  left  ventricle,  where,  resting 
upon  the  corpus  striatum,  was  another  cyst,  of  con- 
siderable magnitude,  as  large,  indeed,  as  a  pigeon's 
egg.  In  this  large  "cyst  the  walls  had  a  distinctly 
laminated  texture,  and  small  clear  globules  or  spherules 
were  studded  over  its  inner  surfiice,  resembling  the 
^*  hyaline"  which  has  been  so  fully  desdribed  as  to  its 
properties  by  Barry  and  others,  and  which,  in  truth, 
were  young  cells,  slowly  forming  into  other  acepha- 
locysts.  The  corpus  striatum  around  this  larger  body 
was  softened  in  its  structure,  and  had  undergone  some 
diminution.  •  The  brain  presented  no  other  disease. 
The  choroid  plexuses,  in  common  with  the  blood-vessels 
of  the  brain  generally,  were  in  a  congested  condition. 
The  right  lung  was  gorged  with  blood,  and  the  patient 
was  considered  to  have  died  firom  **  pulmonary  apoplexy," 
in  fact  that  was  the  verdict  returned  (from  medical 
testimony)  at  the  Coroner's  inquest.  No  other  disease 
was  found  in  the  chest,  and  the  viscera  of  the  abdomen 
were  remarkably  healthy. 

In  contrast  with  the  above  case,  was  one  which  I  saw 
in  1849,  in  which  there  were  spiculse  of  bone  protruding^ 
from  the  inner  periosteum  of  the  skull  (dura  mater), 
and  resting  upon  the  brain — t.tf.,  resting  upon,  although 
not  piercing  the  pia  mater ;  the  cerebral  lobes  were  of 
unequal  size;    the  superior  longitudinal  sinus    was 
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liteniiy  encased  in  bone ;  tbe  choroid  plezaaes  con- 
tained small  cystsi  and  the  basilar  arteries  were  loaded 
with  atheromatous  deposits;  and  yet  this  patient  had 
never  experienced  epilepsy.  On  the  23rd  of  Jannary, 
1849,  I  examined  an  epileptic  in  whom  there  was  the 
same  singular  irregularity  in  the  size  and  fbrm  of  the 
cerebral  hemispheres.  In  this  case,  the  left  anterior 
cerebral  lobe  was  Tery  much  larger,  and  three  quarters 
of  an  inch  longer  than  that  on  the  right  side ;  the 
Tedcnlar  neurine  of  both  lobes  was  soft,  and  varied  in 
hue,  from  a  dark  brown  to  a  pale  fawn  colour;  the 
middle  lobe  of  the  cerebellum  was  much  shrunken  and 
atrophied,  and  had  a  pale  macerated  appearance,  like  to 
animal  structure  which  had  been  long  immersed  in  fluid. 
But  in  this  case,  the  pituitary  gland  was  extensively  dis- 
organised, degenerated  in  fiict,  through  the  greater  part 
of  its  structure  into  a  gritty,  earthy  substance ;  and  the 
dinoid  processes  of  the  sphenoid  bone  were  so  elonga- 
ted as  to  project  and  to  press  upon  the  superjacent  parts 
of  the  cerebrum.  These  two  Utter  cases  are,  I  think, 
highly  instructive  by  contrast,  as  prtmng  that  the 
Inequality  in  the  weight,  size,  and  form  of  the  anterior 
cerebral  lobes,  belongs  rather  to  tbe  lesions  of  insanity 
than  to  epilepsy.  For  I  ought  to  have  stated  at  the 
outset,  the  important  fact,  that  the  patients  to  whose 
autopsies  I  refer,  were  not  only  epileptic  but  insane. 
It  would  certainly  vitiate  all  our  reasonings  if  part  had 
been  insane  and  part  otherwise ;  but  as  all  were  of  un- 
lound  mind  in  an  equal  degree,  as  the  conditions  of 
each  were  equalp  I  da  not  think  this  circumstance  will 
much  invalidate  the  usefulness  of  the  facts  recorded. 

The  second  case  who  died  from  epilepsy,  on  the  18th 
of  December,  1849,  was  56  years  of  age.  She  had 
been  insane  eleven  years,  and  epileptic  forty-eight  years, 
the  epilepsy  having  been  produced  by  a  blow.  When 
S  years  of  age  she  was  knocked  down  by  an  infuriated 
cow,  and  her  frontal  bone  fractured  by  the  blow.  In 
the  autopsy,  the  calvarium  was  found  to  have  a  deep 
indentation  of  a  triangular  form  in  the  centre  of  the 
frontal  bone ;  this  was  limited  to  the  first  table,  as  no 
corresponding  mark  was  visible  on  the  cerebral  surface 
of  the  bone.  The  inner  table  was  deeply  groved  by  the 
meningeal  arteries,  and  had  become  so  thin  as  to  be 
diaphanous.  The  base  of  the  skull  was  of  a  contracted 
ibrm;  the  ethmoid  process,  "crista  galli,"  was  very 
large  and  projecting ;  and  the  clinoid  processes  of  the 
sphenoid  were  curved  and  irregular ;  the  dura  mater 
vras  firmly  adherent  to  the  skull;  the  arachnoid  was 
opaque  and  thickened;  the  pia  mater  much  congested ; 
the  Pacchionian  bodies  were  very  large ;  the  pituitary 
body  was  atrophied,  and  in  a  degenerate  condition ;  the 
medulla  oblongata  was  much  congested  with  blood, 
and  I  should  have  said,  that  the  lateral  ventricles  were 
devoid  of  fluid.  Tlie  heart  was  small  and  flaccid,  and 
its  tricuspid  valves  were  diseased  and  thickened.  The 
other  VTSoera  of  the  body  appeared  healthy,  I  wish  to 
contrast  this  with  another  autopsy  conducted  by  me 
in  1845.  E.  L.  died  from  a  fungoid  tumour  of  the 
<dura  mater.  She  had  exhibited  great  passiveness  of 
character  and  simple  imbecility  of  mind.  She  had  for 
more  than  one  *  year  suffered  extreme  pain  on  the  left 


side  of  the  head,  along  the  lower  anterior  edge  of  the 
parietal  and  across  the  temporal  bone,  at  which  point 
she  had  received  a  severe  blow  in  a  quarrel  some  five 
years  prior  to  my  seeing  her.  When  I  first  saw  her, 
the  left  eyelid  was  paralyzed,  and  drooped  over  the 
eye  ;  the  pupil  was  enormously  dilated,  and  vision  was 
extinct.  For  a  fortnight  before  she  died ,  she  experienced 
great  pain  and  difficulty  in  the  act  of  deglutition,  and 
for  the  three  latter  days  of  her  existence,  was  unable  to 
accomplish  it.  For  the  same  period,  the  left  nostril 
was  insensible  to  snuff  and  some  other  irritants.  On 
examining  the  skull  after  death,  it  was  evident  that  the 
blow  had  left  a  deep  scar  over  the  left  temporo-frontal 
region ;  this  appeared  to  have  excited  inflammation  of 
Che  dura  mater,  and  to  have  given  rise  to  the  tumour, 
which  has  been  already  named  as  the  cause  of  her 
death ;  for  although  it  was  not  immediately  opposite  the 
seat  of  injury,  yet  the  membrane  from  a  point  opposite 
to  the  external  scar,  was  most  intimately  adherent  to 
the  bone.  Hie  tumour,  which  was  placed  somewhat 
obliquely  in  the  base  of  the  skull,  pressed  on  the  left 
optic  nerve  at  a  point  anterior  to  the  outer  edge  of  the 
cms  cerebri,  as  it  was  passing  forward  to  join  its  fellow 
nerve.  The  scirrhous  thickening  was,  however,  more 
conspicuous,  harder,  and  larger,  upon,  and  in  front  of, 
the  petrous  ridge  of  the  temporal  bone,  embracing 
within  its  substance  the  semilunar  ganglion,  protruding 
forwards  and  inwards,  pressing  on  the  outer  edge  of  the 
cavernous  sinus,  and  completely  imbedding,  anteriorly, 
the  firsts  third,  and  second  divisions  of  the  trifacial 
nerve,  as  they  respectively  passed  to  the  cavernous 
sinus,  the  foramen  ovale,  and  the  foramen  rotundum. 
In  consequence  of  some  unavoidable  delay,  the  brain 
had  become  too  soft  for  a  satisfactory  examination.  It 
will  strike  you,  how  completely  the  disease  was  illus- 
trated by  the  necroscopic  appearances ;  in  other  words, 
anatomically,  by  the  loss  of  sight  on  the  same  side,  as  it 
pressed  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  optic  nerve  prior  to  its 
conjunction  ;  in  the  paralysis  of  the  upper  eyelid,  as  it 
encroached  on  the  motor  oculi  nerve,  on  the  ophthalmic 
branch  of  the  fifth,  and  ultimately  interfering  with  and 
interrupting  mastication  and  deglutition,  by  its  pressure 
on  the  superior  and  inferior  maxillary  nerves,  and 
probably,  from  the  same  cause,  destroying  sensation  in 
the  lining  membrane  of  the  left  nostril,  as  the  throat  and 
.  nose  were  free  from  disease. 

A  blow  upon  the  frontal  bone  immediately  produced 
in  the  former  case  an  epileptic  paroxysm,  which  occurred 
at  intervals  through  forty-eight  years,  ultimately  in- 
ducing mental  derangement  and  death.  A  similar  force 
at  the  junction  of  the  parietal  with  the  temporal  bone 
did  not  originate  epilepsy,  but  gave  rise  to  a  malignant 
tumour,  which  encroached  upon  and  destroyed  some  of 
the  agencies  of  .vision  and  muscular  action,  and,  by 
mechanical  contiguity,  impaired  the  intellectual  mani- 
festations of  the  brain,  and  finally  destroyed  life.  How 
are  we  to  explain  these  discrepancies?  Are  such 
phenomena  limited  to  diseases  of  the  encephalon,  or 
are  they  found  to  exist  in  the  other  structures  of  the 
bocty?  Can  a  rational  explanation  be  found  in  the 
curcumstances  attendant  upon  the  injury  ?  or  will  our 


8 


DR.  HITCHMAN  ON  EPILEPSY. 


present  knowledge  of  the  stractore  and  fanctlons  of 
the  Tarying  parts  invoked  in  the  respective  lesions 
famish  it  ?  In  the  latter  case,  anatomy  folly  explains 
the  entire  range  of  objective  phenomena ;  bat  how  and 
where  are  we  to  seek  for  an  eladdation  of  the  presence 
of  epilepsy  in  the  one  case,  and  of  a  fongoid  tomoor 
mlone  in  the  other  ?  I  trast  these  qaestions  are  woiihy 
the  attention  and  the  thought  of  intelligent  medical 
men ; — that  you  will  not  deem  me  frivoloun  in  bringing 
them  before  yoar  notice ;  bat  that  you  will  kindly  extend 
to  me  yoar  indulgence  whilst  I  proceed  to  tlie  narration 
of  the  third  autopsy,  and  to  the  detail  of  some  facts 
connected  with  the  previous  history  of  the  case. 

M.  A.,    who  died   from  pulmonary  consumption, 
in  1850,  had  been  epileptic  to  an  extraordinary  ex- 
tent for  many  years,  especially  during  the  six  months 
prior  to  the  manifestation  of  the  thoracic  disease ;  in 
the  month  of  January  preceding  her  decease  she  had 
as  many  as  one  hundred  and  sixteen  paroxysms  of 
epilepsy,  reckoning  that  as  a  distinct  fit  which  was 
followed  by  consciousness,  for  however  brief  a  period 
the  consciousness  might  have  lasted.     In  this  case,  the 
severest  I  ever  witnessed,  there  was  no  cerebral  lesion, 
beyond  opacity  and  thickness  of  the  membranes  of  the 
brain,  effasion  of  serum  between  the  convolutioni^  and 
into  the  lateral  ventricles,  and  a  very  hypertrophied 
condition  of  the  pituitary  body.    This  organ  was,  how- 
ever, most  extensively  diseased,  and  is  a  structure  of 
&r  greater  importance  than  its  situation  or  its  size 
might,  a  priori,  intimate.     This  patient  formed  one  of 
nine  that  I  selected  for  especial  observation,  with  a 
view  to  determine  if  any,  and  what  amount  of  influ- 
ence, the  moon  might  exert  in  the  production  of  the 
epileptic  paroxysms.      I  have  great  faith  in  popular 
notions;  that  is,  I  believe  they  frequentiy  contain  a 
nucleus  of  truth,  however  much  such  nucleus  may  be 
covered  with  incrustations  of  error  and  folly ;  and,  at 
all  events,  the   supposition  that  such  influence  was 
exerted  could  only  be  disproved  by  carefully  observed 
&cts.     Accordingly,  nine  epileptics  were  watched  most 
assiduously  for  two  months,  and  the  facts  duly  regis- 
tered.     1  shall  weary  you  only  vrith  the  particulars  of 
one  month.     In  no  one  day,  nor  within  any  one  week, 
did  all  the  nine  cases  experience  an  epileptic  seizure ; 
but  eight  out  of  the  nine  became  epileptic  during  the 
first  fourteen  days  of  observation.     M.  A.  had  fits  every 
day  through  the  entire  month ;  on  some  of  these  days 
she  was    scarcely  exempt  from  its  influence  daring 
any  part  of  them.     On  the  day  of  the  new  moon  she 
had  two  paroxysms ;  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  moon's 
age  she  had  five  paroxysms ;    on  the  day  of  the  full 
moon  she  had  three  fits,  and  on  its  entering  its  last 
quarter  two  paroxysms ;   on  the  recurrence  of  a  new 
moon,  two  fits ;  on  the  twelfth  day  of  the  moon's  age 
she  had  six  paroxysms,  and  on  the  twenty-seventh  day 
six  fits.     On  the  day  of  the  full  moon  only  two  patients 
out  of  the  nine  had  seizures,  while  on  the  seventeenth 
day,  on  the  twenty-third  and  twenty-ninth  days  of  the 
moon's  age,  four  of  the  nine  were  beset  with  the 
malady.     On  no  one  day  were  more  than  four  afflicted ; 
and  the  largest  number  of  paroxysms  experienced  in 


twenty-four  hoars  by  one  epileptic  was  six.  We  there- 
fore  infer  that  although  epilepsy  is  paroxysmal  in 
character,  it  has  no  direct  relationship  to  the  condition 
of  the  moon,  except,  perhaps,  in  some  rare,  exceptional, 
and  highly  sensitive  cases.  It  is,  however,  a  remark- 
>ble  &ct  that  this  patient,  M.  A.,  who  had  been 
epileptic  for  many  years,  who,  through  the  entire  period 
above  referred  to  never  passed  a  day  without  a  fit,  and 
who  in  one  calendar  month  experienced  above  a  hundred 
paroxysms,  never  was  q>ileptic  during  the  last  six 
months  of  her  existence.  From  the  day  that  inflamma- 
tion of  the  Inngs  set  in  until  the  day  of  her  death  from 
tubercular  disease,  she  was  free  from  the  former  malady. 
She  was  watched  night  and  day  by  trustworthy  nurse*,, 
under  my  own  immediate  snpervision,  and,  therefore,, 
upon  this  statement  yon  may  fully  and  implicitly  rely. 
Here  again,  as  it  appAun  to  me,  an  interesting  question 
springs  up, — What  condition  excitant  of  epilepsy  was 
removed  by  the  deposition  of  tubercle  on  the  lung  ? 

Is  it  a  law  that  no  two  diseases  can  exist  m  the 
system  at  the  same  time  ? 

I  have  purposely  avoided,  on  the  present  occasion,  all 
allusion  to  treatment  in  the  above  cases,  as  it  would 
have  lengthened  my  p^>er,  and  unduly  prolonged  the 
discussion  of  the  subject.    Perhi^M  I  may  be  allowed  to 
state,  that  in  many  diseases,  some  of  our  most  sucoess- 
M  remedies  axe  those  of  whose  espedal  action  we  are 
ignorant;  quinine  in  i^e,  for  instance,  and  colchicum 
in  rheomatism ;  but  it  would  be  both  unwise  and  unsafe 
to  employ  these  or  any  other  i:emedies  in  an  empirical 
manner,  for  the  expeiienoe  of   most  men  will  point 
out  cases  in  which  either  of  the  above  remedies  would 
be  useless  or  injurious  if  so  employed.      I  have  known 
ague  resist  the  influence  of  quinine  for  many  months, 
owing  to  two  omissions  on  the  part  of  the  practitioner, 
first,  neglect  of  the  digestive  organs;  and,  secondly, 
the  employment  of  the  medicinal  agent  in  the  form  of 
a  hard  pill,  instead  of  in  some  fluid,  slightly  acidulated 
with  sulphuric  acid.    Empirical  routine,  at  all  timeft 
dangerous,  would  be  especially  so  in  such  a  grave 
malady  as  epilepsy.      Its   frequent    incurability  has 
sometimes  prompted  practitioners  to  adopt  rash  mea- 
sures in  its  treatment.     There  is  scarcely  a  drug  in  the 
whole  range  of  the  Materia  Medica,  or  elsewhere,  that 
has  not  been  used  in  epilepsy;  from  the  skin-dyeing 
nitrate  of  silver,  and  the  heart-subduing  digitalis,  down 
to  the  more  dangerous  vagaries  of  the  homoeopathic 
treatment,  and  its  no    less  formidable   sister,  ''the 
water  cure."     Hydro-j^aMic  treatment — («}«^«adof) — 
**  water  disease"  treatment !     How  expressive !    Alas  I 
how  true!      Such  rashness  should  not  be.      Sudden 
deaths  are  largely  on  the  increase  in  this  country;  and 
I  think,  with  Dr.  Granville,  they  are  mainly  due  to  the 
dangerous  popular  delusions  of  homoeopathy  and  hydro- 
pathy, on  the  one  hand,  and,  I  fear  I  must  add,  to 
empirical  routine  on  the  other.      Each  case  of  epilepsy 
demands  its  own  especial  treatment;  and  if  to  every 
case  we  administer  the  same  drag,  whether  it  be  indigo, 
valerianate  of   zinc,    digitalis,    turpentine,  cotyledon 
umbilicus,  or  the  sumbul;  or  if  in  each  case  we  tie 
the  carotid  arteries,  open  the  trachea,  or  bleed  heroic- 
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ally  from  the  temples,  we  shall  most  assuredly  do  more 
harm  than  good.  Whichever  of  these  remedies  may  be 
adopted  as  our  agent,  it  will  prove  mischierons,  if  we 
Tely  solely  npon  it  in  the  treatment  of  every  epileptic 
who  may  come  before  ns.  Yet  either  of  these  remedies 
may  prove  successful  in  some  one  especial  instance. 
Turpentine  has  been  of  great  service;  the  cotyledon 
umbilicua,  introdnoed  to  the  profession  in  snch  a  jndi- 
cious  manner  by  Mr.  Salter,  of  Poole,  is  a  valuable 
drug;  and  the  "sumbul"  of  Dr.  Omnville  will,  I 
tinnk,  prove  advantageous  to  those  deplorable  cases  of 
paralysis  and  epilepsy  which  seem  to  arise  from  ezces- 
nve  sensual  indulgence.  It  is  the 'high  mission  of 
rational  medicine — ^indeed  it  is  its  distinguishing  charac- 
teristio— to  treat  each  case  according  to  its  respective 
.^peculiarity,  uninfluenced  by  any  paasing  fSrahion,  what- 
rever  that  feshion  may  be,  whether  it  find  its  exponent 
in  a  globule  of  dust,  or  in  the  gaudy  saloons  and  cold 
fountains  of  a  Hydropathic  Symposium. 

My  task  is  now  done.  I  am  deeply  sensible  of  its 
many  imperfections,  but  its  highest  aim  has  been  to 
«Iicit  information,  and  to  show  by  a  feeble  example,  how 
readily  a  small  part  of  each  individual's  experience  may 
be  made  conducive  to  the  general  good.  Perhaps  I 
may  be  permitted  to  add,  that  the  last  case  related, 
suggests  to  us  the  propriety  of  extreme  caution  in 
drawing  inferences  from  isolated  cases,  especially  as 
regards  therapeutics.  Had  my  poor  patient  been  mes- 
merised on  the  day  preceding  the  inflammatory  attack, 
or  had  she  swallowed  some  homoeopathic  globules  of 
tenanthe  crocata,  stramonium,  hydrocyanic  acid,  or 
uiy  other  drug  said  to  excite  convulsive  disease, 
(Hmilia  similihut  curantvrj  would  not  the  disciples  of 
Mesmer,  or  Hahnemann,  at  once  have  inferred,  and 
proclaimed — ^yes,  proclaimed !  through  all  the  saloons  of 
feshionable  gossip,  that  their  ''passes,"  or  their  "glo< 
bules,"  had  cured  the  epilepsy,  and  that  the  pulmonary, 
disease  was  an  accidental  sequence,  having  no  influence 
'Whatever  upon  the  former  malady  ?  Let  us  avoid  this 
\ice  of  empiricism :  and,  being  regardless  alike  of  the 
Bhining  allurements  of  dishonest  gain,  or  the  fake 
glare  of  a  fickle  popalarity,  let  us  walk  together  with 
brotherly  love  in  that  narrow  but  bright  path  of  philo- 
sophic induction,  which  Harvey,  and  Hunter,  and  Jenner 
liave  trodden  before  us,  and  there  will  remain  for  us 
the  happy  consciousness  of  duties  faithMly  performed, 
and  the  well-fbunded  conviction,  that  the  talents  re- 
spectively committed  to  us  have  been  employed,  and 
employed  only,  in  those  high  purposes  for  which  they 
were  originally  bestowed. 


A   CASE   OF 

POISONING   WITH   ARSENIC   ACID. 
Bt  J.  SKEVINGTON,  Eso.,  Ashboubm. 

I  WAS  sent  for  about  nine  o'clock,  a.m.,  on  the  14th 
of  November,  tcattend  Mrs.  B.,  aged  53  years.  On 
jny  arrival  I  found  her  vomiting  violently ;  she  com- 


plained of  great  heat  an^  p«in  from  the  mouth  to  the 
stomach;  was  very  feint,  and  had  cold  perspiration*. 
I  asked  her  what  she  had  taken ;  she  replied,  uothing 
but  a  cup  and  a  half  of  tea,  containing  a  little  carbonate 
of  soda,  and  buttered  toast.  She  complained  po  the 
servant  that  it  tasted  very  peppery;  and  in  about  three 
minutes  after  drinking  the  tea  she  began  to  vomit; 
The  pulse  was  about  1.20  beats  in  a  minute,  small  and 
irregular.  The  skin  was  cold  and  clammy.  Purging 
came  on  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  witii  intense 
pain  in  the  abdomen,  more  particularly  on  the  left  side. 
I  ordered  her  mto  bed,  and  applied  bottles  of  hot 
water;  she  soon  became  warm,  and  afterwards  e^qpOf 
rienoed  a  burning  heat  of  the  skin ;  the  respiration  waa 
performed  with  difficulty;  the  eyes  were  ii^ect^ 
with  blood,  and  appeared  as  if  they  were  leaving  ih0 
sockets  with  intolerance  of  light ;  there  was  not  any 
paralysis  or  exanthemata ;  the  tongue  and  fences  in  mai^ 
places  had  the  appearance  of  being  recentiy  touched  wUli 
lunar  caustic ;  there  was  great  difficulty  of  swallowing, 
with  violent  pun  in  the  head,  and  cramps  of  ^tha 
extremities ;  the  vomit  was  of  a  biUons  chacacter ;  t^ 
anus  was  excoriated ;  the  urine  was  scanty  and  scalding, 
scarcely  making  any  for  two  days;  the  voice  wss 
altered,-  and  hoarseness  continued  for  a  fortoight. 

The  servant,  a  woman  about  35  years  of  age,  had 
taken  some  of  the  same  tea,  and  was  attacked  with 
similar  symptoms,  though  not  quite  so  severe.  On  the 
third  day  she  was  taken  with  violent  pain  and  swelling 
of  the  tongue,  lips,  and  fece,  which  continued  for 
several  days. 

I  gave  both  patients  an  emetic  of  ipecacuanha  (gg. 
xxv),  and  in  half  an  hour  I  began  with  half-onpae 
doses  of  the  hydrated  peroxide  of  iron,  taken  every  half 
hour.  Mrs.  B.  took  five  doses,  and  the  servant  tqok 
three.  The  urgtat  symptoms  of  poison  having  fpulh 
sided,  they  were  both  very  ill  of  ioflammatory  fevei, 
'which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  gave  way  to  the  antiphlo- 
gistic treatment,  and  they  were  convalescent  in  a  fort- 
night. 

The  analysts  of  the  tea  which  remained  was  careftdly 
performed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Cocker,  chemist,  which 
proves  the  quantity  taken. 

A  Case  qf  Pommng  taiih  Arsenic  Acid  or  Arwniate  qf 
Soda. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Skevington,  I  took  charge  of 
the  remainder  of  the  tea  which  had  been  drank  by 
Mrs.  ■  and  her  servant.     There  were  about  six 

ounces  of  it,  and  I  tested  it  for  arsenic. 

1. — Tested  the  tea  with  blue  and  red  litmus  papers, 
and  found  it  slightiy  add. 

2. — Prepared  the  fluid  by  adding  acetic  acid  to  coa- 
gulate the  mUk,  &c.,  boiled  and  filtered  through  paper 
in  the  usual  way.  When  quite  clear,  and  as  free  from 
organic  and  foreign  matter  as  I  could  obtain  it,  I  added 
the  hydrosulphuret  of  ammonia,  which  produced  a  rich 
bright  yellow,  the  sesquisulphuret  of  arsenic,  which 
was  soluble  in  ammonia,  forming  a  nearly  colourless 
solution. 


10 


QUEEN'S  HOSPITAL,  BIRMINGHAM. 


3. — Aclded  Hie  ammomo-Bolplmret  of  oopper,  which 
pvodnoed  a  greeniBh  blue  precipitate ;  not  the  usual  pale 
green — Scheele's. 

4. — Added  the  ammomo*nitmte  of  silver,  which  pro- 
dnofed  a  reddish  brown,  or  chocolate;  not  the  usual  colour 
—canary  yellow,  which  appears  with  arsenious add.  The 
result  surprised  me,  because  it  proyed  the  presence  of 
ai^senic  acid,  not  arsenious  or  common  white  arsenic  of 
the  shops ;  repeated  the  experiments  several  times,  but 
tdways  with  the  same  results. 

-  5. — I  then  poured  soihe  of  the  te»  which  had  been 
previously  prepared,  into  a  porcelain  dish,  added  a 
proper  quantity  of  hydrochloric  add,  brought  it  to  near 
the  boiling  point,  put  in  some  thin  bright  copper,  which 
immediately  caused  a  deposit  of  arsenic  upon  it. 

6. — I  then  introduced  the  sulphuret  of  arsenic  into  a 
glass  tube,  with  black  flux,  decomposed  and  sublimed 
it,  which  proved  to  a  demonstration  the  presence  of 
arsenic. 

But  the  question  for  my  consideration  was, — How 
could  arsenic  add,  an  article  never  kept  in  retail  shops, 
and  confined  exdnsively  to  the  chemist's  laboratory, 
have  got  into  the  tea  pot  ?  This  I  was  surprised  at,  and 
for  some  time  puzzled  with,  until  I  began  to  reflect  that 
carbonate  of  soda  had  been  put  into  the  teapot  along  with 
the  tea,  and  that  arsenious  add  was  capable  of  unRIng 
with  \t,  and  forming  a  neutral  salt,  thearseniateof  soda, 
which  is  easily  soluble  in  water,  and  this  would  acoottnt 
for  its  slight  action  on  litmus  paper.  The  brown  pre- 
dpitate  of  arseniate  of  silver  by  ammonio-nitrate  of 
silver,  and  the  greenish  blue  predpitate  of  arseniate  of 
copper,  in  neutral  solutions  of  arseniates,  are  both 
very  characteristic  tests. 

Lastly. — Measured  two  ounces  of  the  prepared  tea, 

added    sulphuretted  hydrogen,    filtered,    dried,    and 

wdghed  the  predpitate ;  wdghed  eight  grains,  or  about 

equal  to  six  grains  of  white  arsenic  of  the  shops.    The 

patient,  therefore,  must  have  taken  in  the  eight  or  teft 

ounces  of  tea,  about  half  a  dram  of  arsenic. 

Thomas  Cocker. 
Ashbonie. 


MnsfM  J^tpxb. 
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CASES  ADMITTED  UNDER  DB.  DAVID  NELSON 

Beporied  under  the  terms  propoted  hy  the  Association, 
BtObse&tatob. 

Case  of  Hemiplegia, 

From  the  frequent  occurrence  of  paralytic  cases,  and 
the  very  frequent  incu-ability  of  such  cases,  it  is  probable 
that  by  some  persons  (particularly  those  who  have 
witnessed  many  really  or  assuredly  incurable  cases)  a 
too  general  opinion  has  been  formed,  namdy,  that 
nearly  all  are  hopdess,  or,  at  best,  only  admit  of  slight 
palliation.    Instances  of  recovery  are  sometimes  re- 


corded, and  to  add  one,  of  at  least  comparative  recovery 
to  that  number,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  contribute 
some  degree  of  encouragement  to  treat  patiently  and 
perseveringly  tiiis  truly  pitiable  class  of  suffering 
fellow-mortals,  affords  me  much  pleasure  in  reporting 
the  following  case : — 

John  Barrett,  aged  35,  of  phlegmatic  temperament, 
was  admitted  an  in-patient  of  the  Queen's  Hospital^ 
under  Dr.  Nelson,  on  the  20th  of  December,  1850. 
He  was  completdy  insensible  when  admitted,  but, 
aeoording  to  the  statement  of  his  friends,  after  taking, 
supper  on  the  17th,  he  went  to  bed  in  seemingly  good 
health,  not  making  any  complaint;  on  the  following 
morning  he  was  caUed,  and  made  a  correct  reply,  but 
on  getting  up  he  fell  down,  and  became  insensible^ 
remaining  so  until  about  the  2l8t. 

Sj/ii^toms, — Loss  of  sensibility  and  motion ;  pale- 
ness of  countenance;  pupils  contracted  and  sluggish; 
slightly,  increased  heat  of  the  head;  the  mouth  waa 
drawn  to  the  left  side,  and  the  musdes  of  the  right 
dde  unnaturally  soft;  the  right  arm  and  leg  were  more 
espedally  incapable  of- any  movemient,  but  a  slight 
degree  of  sensation  existed,  as  a  slight  expression  of 
countenance  indicated  when  he  was  pinched ;  the  bowda 
were  constipated,  but  the  urine  passed  involuntarily  ^ 
pulse  slow  and  full,  65  to  70. 

Diagnosis. — Apoplexy,  with  hemiplegia. 

Indications. — ^To  prevent  effusion  and  inflammation » 
and  to  promote  absorption. 

Treaimmt, — ^The  head  was  shaved,  and  cold  ^iplied 
constantly;  six  leeches  were  applied  behind  the  ears^ 
followed  by  blisters ;  a  pill  of  calomel  and  croton  oO,. 
followed  by  a  draught  of  sulphate  of  magneda,  jalaps 
and  senna,  was  administered  every  second  hour. 

21st. — He  seemed  somewhat  better.  He  took  two 
grains  of  calomd  every  second  hour,  and  continued 
the  draughts.   Also  a  seton  was  inserted. 

22nd. — Improving  a  little,  now  having  intelligenoe 
enough  to  open  his  mouth,  but  could  not  protrude  his- 
tongue,  which,  with  his  teeth,  was  coated  with  a  black 
fur.  The  right  arm  and  1^  were  utterly  powerless. 
Continued  the  medidnes,  with  a  draught  of  ammonia 
occasionally. 

23rd. — He  still  gradually  improved,  and  had  taken 
food  several  times.  The  skin  was  a  little  more  sen- 
dble.    Continued  the  medicines. 

24th. — The  bowels  had  been  fredy  opened,  but  no 
mercurial  effects  had  been  produced.  The  pupils  were 
natural.  The  tongue,  which  he  drew  out  with  his  left 
hand,  when  asked  to  show  it,  was  brown  and  dry.  The 
hemiplegia  continued,  and  he  answered  "  yes''  to  every 
question.    Pulse  80,  softer.     Continued  the  medicines. 

27th. — The  tongue  was  dean,  but  the  other  symptoms 
remained  the  same.    Continued  the  medicines. 

3l6t. — Seemed  about  the  same.  He  continued  the 
mercury,  with  an  aperient  draught  occadonally. 
•  January  3,  1 85 1  .-—The  head  was  cool,  and  the  tongue 
dean.  He  had  gone  twice  to  the  water-doset,  with 
assistance;  and  had  pronounced  his  own  name.  Pulse  88, 
full,  and  firm.     Continued  the  medicines  and  rest. 

10th. — He  had  much  improved,  and  could  ooca- 
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fionally  answer  questions  oorrecdy.  Also  he  had  in  a 
slight  degree  recovered  the  power  of  the  right  arm  and 
kg.    Continued  the  medicines. 

14th. — ^He  was  sitting  np,  and  oonld  move  both  arm 
and  leg  a  iMe,  bnt  had  a  stnpid  and  idiotic  appearenoe. 
Gontinned  the  medicines. 

17th. — Still  improving,  could  answer  simple  qnes* 
tions,  and  conld  walk  with  assistance,  dragging  his  right 
kg.    Continued  the  medicines. 

24th. — ^The  calomel  and  aperient  were  omitted,  and 
he  took  snlphata  of  zinc  three  times  a  day,  and  blue 
piQ  and  colocynth  every  night,  while  he  nibbed  in  a 
stimulating  liniment.  At  this  state  he  walked  ont  in 
the  grounds  with  a  stick,  hanging  his  right  arm,  and 
dragging  his  right  leg. 

28th. — Still  improving,  but  some  dragging  of  the 
right  extremities  continued,  with  dolness  of  intellect 
and  imperfection  of  speech.  Appetite  very  keen.  He 
now  began  to  take  phosphate  of  iron,  instead  of  sul- 
phate of  zinc. 

Up  to  the  4th  of  March  litUe  change  occurred.  He 
thai  left  the  hospital  in  a  fat  and  hearty  condition. 
His  speech  was  still  thick,  his  tongue  was  protruded 
towards  the  left  side,  and  all  the  powers  of  the  other 
side  remained  impaired,  yet  he  could  raise  his  right 
ann  to  his  head,  walk  quickly  with  a  stick,««Bd  could 
make  himself  generally  useftd,  altiiougfa  he  had  lost 
mudi  of  his  natural  vivacity. 


Such  cases  are  always  doubtful  in  their  results,  but 
the  remedial  measures  were  in  tlus  case  so  far  successful, 
consisting  chiefly  in  the  use  of  derivants,  and  such 
agents  as  abate  inflammation,  and  promote  absorption ; 
and  what  appears  to  be  of  great  importance,  the  enforce- 
ment of  perfect  quietude,  not  admitting  even  of  any 
unnecessary  interrogation,  which  instead  of  improving 
the  patient  by  rousing  him,  only  injure  and  disturb  him 
by  the  cerebral  exertion  called  forth. 

In  this  case  was  the  remarkable,  but  hitherto  unac- 
counted-for symptom  of  answering  ''yes"  to  every 
question. 

CoMe  qf  Carcinoma  o/ihe  Pylorut, 

DiLBADFUL  as  is  this  malady,  when  seated  externally 
and  where  it  is  frequently  amenable  to  surgery  as  a 
palliative  or  curative  means,  still  more  fearful  is  it,  when 
an  internal  organ  is  the  seat  of  attack,  particularly 
when  the  tumour  is  so  situated  as  not  to  produce 
symptoms  clearly  indicative  of  its  presence,  thereby  con- 
cealing its  nature  until  remedies  are  of  no  avail.  In 
this  case  the  tumour  occupied  the  pylorus,  but  could 
be  felt  only  sometimes,  and  some  examiners  who  did 
not  feel  it  denied  its  existence ;  hence  the  importance  of 
a  close  examination,  especially  by  palpation  as  a  con- 
firmation of  the  diagnosis  founded  on  other  symptoms, 
as  is  illustrated  in  the  following  case : — 

Joseph  Shay,  aged  48  years,  of  bilio-nervous  tem- 
perament, a  hawker,  became  an  in-patient  of  the  Queen's 
Hospital,  Birmingham,  under  the  care  or  Dr.  David 
Nelson,  on  the  25th  of  October,  1850. 


He  stated  that  his  illness  was  of  four  months'  dura* 
tion,  and  complained  chiefly  of  constipation  and  persist 
tent  vomiting  after  taking  food. 

He  declared  that  he  had  been  a  regular  liver,  sxaSt 
had  travelled  much  in  the  open  air  in  his  vocation ;  but 
a  gentieman  was  present  in  the  ward  who  recognised 
him,  and  affirmed  that  he  had  been  an  inveterate  dranr 
drinker;  this  was  confirmed  by  his  relatives,  wha 
reported  him  to  have  led  a  very  abandoned  life,  being- 
frequentiy  drunk  upon  rum  for  several  successive  days, 
without  tasting  any  kind  of  food.  He  was  very  thin  ; 
countenance  of  a  straw-coloured  sallowness,  which,  with 
the  wrinkles  of  his  forehead,  made  him  appear  older  thair 
he  was.  He  had  a  dry  cough ;  but  the  pectoral  percus- 
sion was  good  and  the  heart's  sounds  natural.  The 
tongae  was  pink'and  furrowed ;  the  vomiting  continued 
as  previously,  and  the  constipation  yielded  only  to 
aperients.  There  was  tenderness  of  the  epigastrium, 
and  something  hard  could  be  tometimes  felt  in  the  region 
of  the  pylorus.  The  skin  possessed  a  natural  degree 
of  heat;  pulse  100,  small  and  weak. 

IHagnom. — Sdiriius  or  cancer  of  the  pylorus. 

IndicaHom. — To  relieve  local  congestion  and  alky 
irritability. 

Treatmeni, — Application  of  leedies  over  the  epigas- 
trium  and  the  administration  of  an  aperient  pill  every 
night, -with  a  draught  of  calumba,  bismuth,  conivmr 
and  opium,  thrice  a  day.  Ordered  mild  food  in  very 
small  quantities. 

28th.— 'The  vomiting  was  only  slightly  relievecf; 
cough  continues ;  pulse  78 ;  continue  the  Medicines. 

November  1st. — He  became  worse,  all  fbod  and 
medicine  being  rejected  as  soon  as  taken,  the  bowet» 
were  moved  almost  hourly,  and  the  foeces  were  dark  ; 
tongue  remains  furrowed;  pulse  100.  Four  more 
leeches  were  applied,  and  nothing  but  hydrocyanic  acid 
administered. 

5th. — It  was  reported  that  the  stomach  rejected 
everything.  He  had  ako  shooting  pains;  and  on  thia- 
day  Dr.  Nelson,  with  the  resident  officers,  distinctly 
felt  a  hard  tumour  in  the  pylorus.  It  was  not  so  easily 
distinguished  at  other  times.  He  was  ordered  a  draught 
of  hydrocyanic  acid  immediately,  and  an  injection  of 
tincture  of  opium,  also  brandy  in  small  doses. 

8th. — He  vomited  once  and  twice  the  day  before^ 
but  had  severe  purging.  He  took  acetate  of  lead  with 
opium,  and  his  diet  was  to  consist  of  mutton  broth, 
thickened  with  rice. 

9th. — He  continued  much  the  same  as  to  sickneB» 
and  purging.     Medicine  continued. 

10th. — He. was  manifestly  weaker;  and  on  t'.o  lltb 
was  extremely  low,  scarcely  took  anythin;;,  very 
indifierent  to  conversation,  and  was  evidently  sinking^ 
rapidly.     He  died  on  the  same  day,  at  six  p.m. 

Autopsy. — ^The  body  was  emaciated  and  straw 
coloured ;  the  texture  of  the  heart  looser  than  natozal-  ? 
but  the  lungs  and  pleura  were  perfectiy  healthy.'  The 
pyloric  end  of  the  stomach  was  found  to  be  a  large 
thickened  mass,  corrugated  and  lobulated  externally^ 
and  formed  of  a  carcinomatous  deposit,  ulcerated  at  the 
inner  mucous  surilsoe,  with  here  and  there  patches  of 
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inflammation.  The  disease  extended  two  inches  up  into 
the  cavity  of  the  stomach,  and  abont  the  same  length 
down  the  duodenum.  There  was  a  regularly  defined 
margin  round  the  whole  circumference  of  this  mass  on 
the  mucous  surface ;  and  the  rest  of  the  stomach  and 
daodenum  beyond  this  margin  looked  healthy.  The 
liver  was  pale  and  fotty,  but  not  enlarged.  The  bowels 
and  kidneys  appeared  natural,  and  the  spleen  was  only 
a  little  turgid. 

This  seems  to  be  one  of  those  cases  in  which  cancer 
is  £edrly  attributable  to  frequent  large  potations  of  raw 
spirits  upon  an  empty  stomach;  whatever  else  the 
deposit  of  cancerous  matter  may  be  dependent  on,  it 
seems  dear  that  it  is  generally  developed  in  parts 
which  are  the  seat  of  chronic  irritation,  in  conjunction 
with  pressure  or  constriction.  Hence,  apparently,  its 
frequency  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  pylorus. 

The  emaciation,  the  straw  complexion,  and  the 
vomiting,  were  the  chief  subjective  symptoms  that  led 
to  the  diagnosis,  and  the  discovery  of  the  tumour  re- 
moved all  doubt.  Yet,  so  very  obscure  was  this 
physical  sign,  that  it  was  frequently  not  felt,  and  seemed 
to  have  escaped  the  notice  of  those  who  had  previously 
treated  him.  It  wa^eep  seated,  and  felt  like  a  floating 
ball  within  a  bladder  full  of  fluid,  against  which  the 
finger  could  only  impinge,  and^then  it  was  lost.  The 
best  way  of  detecting  its  presence,  was  to  place  the 
fingers  on  the  skin,  and  by  a  sudden  descent  they  were 
felt  to  come  in  contact  with  a^body  resembling  a  s^- 
ment  of  a  hard  ball,  which  so  yielded  that  it  conld  not 
be  pressed.  No  treatment,  of  course,  could  have  been 
of  any  avail  at  such  a  stage  of  the  disease.  To  allay 
irritation  was  all  that  could  be  done. 


•^rnniKrial  3fi^Mtal  k  latgiral  Snttnicl. 
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Ik  the  preceding  numbers  of  this  Journal 
will  be  found  two  letters  on  the  subject  of  the 
inspection  at  present  exercised  in  regard  to  pri- 
Tate  lunatic  asylums,  one  by  Mr.  Pbbceyal,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Lunatic's  Friend  Society,  con- 
taming  some  sweeping  charges  against  all  pro- 
prietors of  these  Institutions,  the  other  a  courte- 
ous and  well-timed  reply  by  a  Member  of  the 
Council  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association. 

The  subject  is  undoubtedly  one  of  great  im- 
portance. In  our  private  asylxmis  are  confined 
the  relations  and  friends  of  many  families  of 
distinction  in  the  country ;  indeed,  of  scarcely 
any  circle  can  it  be  said,  that  no  one  member  is 
thus  afflicted,  or  likely  to  be  so  visited  amid  the 
many    changes    which    sadden    life's    yarying 


scene.  And  the  inmates  of  these  institutions, 
too,  are  people  touchingly  dependent  upon  us  aJL 
for  support  and  protection.  They  are,  to  use 
the  words  of  a  recent  writer,  "  abiding  in  % 
region  where  but  few  rays  of  hope  enter,  and  ave 
borne  along  in  a  course  which  has  no  bri^t 
horizon  such  as  generally  dawns  on  the  elastic 
minds  of  the  sane,  amid  the  greatest  troubles. 
And  yet  they  are  brethren :  carried  onwards  with 
us  by  the  same  river  ever  flowing  towards  the 
ocean  of  eternity ;  their  bitter  cries  rise  up  <m 
high  nungled  with  our  careless  voices,  and  boA 
the  plaints  of  the  one  and  the  insensibiliiy  of  the 
other,  are  registered  there." 

The  private  asylums  so  indiscriminately  abused 
by  the  self-siyled  lunatics'  friend  pariy,  are 
divided  into  two  distinct  classes,  the  one  owned 
by  medical  men— many  of  them  of  high  character 
both  professional  and  general,— the  other  claM 
by  lay  proprietors,  who  treat  their  poor  patients, 
much  as  the  lay  impropriators  treat  the  immortal 
souls  iajjieir  parishes,- as  mere  objects  of  traffic 
and  gain.  For  these  latter  and  the  entire  system 
connected  with  them  we  have  no  word  of  defence. 
Indeed,  thanks  to  the  able  efforts  of  Her  Majesty's 
Commissioners  in  Lunacy,  the  system  of  lay 
licences  for  the  purpose  of  farming  out  from 
unions  and  needy  or,  it  may  be,  greedy  relatives, 
the  insane  to  board  and  clothe,  is  becoming  one 
of  the  things  of  days  gone  by.  Till  the  system 
be  entirely  abolished,  Mr.  Perceval  may  writ© 
without  let  or  hinderance  from  us. 

Of  the  first  class,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
houses  kept  by  professional  men  of  experience 
in  this  department  of  medicine,  we  can,  from  ex- 
tensive personal  observation,  speak  in  the  highest 
terms  of  approbation.  In  any  suggestions,  there- 
fore, for  their  better  regulation  which  we  may 
now  offer,  the  friendliness  of  our  motives  cannot 
be  misunderstood. 

Such  institutions  are  at  present  visited  half- 
yearly  by  the  OommissiQners  of  Lunacy,  aaad 
quarterly  by  the  Visiting  Justices  of  their  re- 
spective cotmties.  At  these  visitations,  the 
patients  are  each  individually  seen,  all  certificates 
are  examined,  and  the  various  domestic  arrange- 
ments of  the  house  inspected.  Visits,  however, 
at  such  long  intervals  and  with  so  little  acquaint- 
ance with  the  minute  economy  of  the  establisk- 
ment,  cannot  be  productive  of  that  active  super- 
intendence which  can  alone  ensure  perfect  ob- 
servance of  the  recommendations  which  the  Com- 
missioners may  find  it  necessary  to  make.    In 
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illiiBtration  of  this  remark  we  maj  observe  thM 
an  instance  came  nnder  our  own  notice,  in  which 
ihe  practice  of  making  two  male  patients  occupy 
the  same  bed,  had  been  persisted  in  for  yeara, 
and  not  suspected  either  by  the  Commissioners 
or  Visiting  Justices. 

TioB  subject  has  been  recently  oftnrassed  by  a 
coiemparary  writer,*  who  fbUy  enters  into  the 
Tfirions  deficiencies  in  the  present  system  of 
visitation  of  prirate  lunatic  asylums  at  which  we 
bare  thus  glanced,  and  the  grounds  for  an  in- 
ereased  inspection  of  such  houses  are  thus 
Itriefly  stated. 

1.  M-eqt^eTU  intits  are  necessary  to  free  the 
minds  of  tJke patients  qf  injurious  anxiety. 

2.  M'equent  visits  are  necessary  to  free  the 
minds  qf  the  proprietors  in  dovhtfhd  fnatters  qf 
discharge. 

3.  M^quent  visits  are  wanted  to  settle  matters 
tfvnavoidahle  disagreement  between  patients  and 
their  ordinary  superintendents  and  advisers, 

4.  M^quent  visitation  is  necessary  to  free  the 
mind  qfthe  Commissioner  qf  those  inaecuraeies  qf 
judgment  which  rare  visitation  engenders. 

On  these  and  similar  grotmds,  which  even  a 
cursory  acquaintance  with  the  internal  arrange- 
ments of  a  lunatic  asylum  would  readily  suggest 
Hiemselyes,  the  question  of  the  expediency  of  such 
a  fuSer  inspection  of  private  lunatic  asylums  as 
we  are  now  advocating,  will  we  trust,  appear  to 
our  readers  to  be  ^illy  established.f  Still  the 
question  how  this  inspection  is  to  be  effected 
remains  to  be  answered. 

On  aU  sides  it  i^  admitted  that  the  presently 
working  staff  of  the  Lunacy  Commission  (three 
barristers  and  three  physicians)  are  unequal  to 
any  additional  work.  The  amount  of  yearly 
journeys  and  other  works  peiformed  by  these 
gentlemen  is,  we  have  reason  to  know,  constant 
full  occupation.  And  yet  it  is  manifest,  that  if 
this  increased  inspection  we  are  advocating  is  to 
"be  fitly  performed,  no  additional  visits  of  justices 
or  other  good  natured  and  unpaid  gentlemen 
win  suffice.  The  work,  if  done  at  all,  must  be 
done  efficiently,  be  performed  by  paid  officers, 
servants  of  a  central  authority  and  responsible 
to  such  for  the  regular  performance  of  their 
duties.  The  Lunacy  Commission  naturally  sug- 
gests itself  as  the  fit  board  or  central  authority, — 
members  of  the  medical  profession  as  the  persons 
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to  perform  these  functions.  For  howiever  much 
the  varied  medico-legal  business  which  now 
yearly  comes  before  the  Commission,  nfiskes  the 
present  arrangement  of  a  mixed  medico-legal 
board  one  most  desirable,  the  purely  professional'^ 
nature  of  the  visitations  we  are  advocating  ren- 
ders it  apparent  beyond  a  doubt,  that  physicians 
of  experience  in  such  duties,  are  the  fittest 
persons  to  undertake  the  office. 

We  believe  that  all  the  necessary  duties  might 
be  fairly  performed  by  four  Assistant  Medical 
Commissioners  in  Lunacy,  to  whom,  say  the  four 
military  districts  of  the  country,  should  be 
assigned,  for  the  diligent  inspection  of  all  private 
limatic  asylums  and  the  examination  of  matters 
relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  insane,  which 
might  require  investigation  in  the  interval  of  the 
Commissioner's  half-yearly  visits. 

A  similar  arrangement  is  already  found  to 
work  well  in  the  practice  of  the  Poor-Law 
Commission,  and  we  cannot  think,  should  the  case 
be  duly  represented  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, that  any  insurmountable  difficulty  wouhL 
be  found  to  arise  in  its  practical  application. 


Wheit  we  penned  the  remarks  in  our  Journal' 
of  December  10,  upon  the  circumstance  of  Dr. 
Caxvebt  Holland  being  retained  as  Consulting 
Physician  to  the  Sheffield  General  Lifirmary, 
after  having  openly  espoused  the  homoeopathic 
quackery,  which  we  did  at  the  special  request  of 
a  member  of  the  Association  residing  in  that 
neighbourhood,  we  didnotfor  a  moment  consider 
that  we  should  be  suspected  of  a  wish  to 
"  attack  "  the  medical  staff  of  that  highly  valued 
Listitution.  As,  however,  our  comments  have 
been  so  misunderstood,  we  take  the  opportunity 
of  cordially  assuring  Dr.  Bbaksoh  and  his 
colleagues,  that  nothing  was  further  from  our 
intentions  than  to  impute  blame  to  them  in 
respect  of  circumstances  over  which  they  have 
no  control;  and  we  beg  them  to  accept  our 
assurance  of  regret  that  we  should  have  i  nwit- 
tingly  caused  them  any  feelings  of  annoyance. 


IknimB. 


Memorial  qf  Dr.  Meekness.    London:  Churchm.  1851. 

The  volume  now  before  us  is  one  of  a  daas 
which,  in  the  present  day,  is  becoming  far  too 
numerous^  though  the  memorial  of  the  life  of 
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•flndL  a  man  as  Dr.  Mackness,  most  stand  out  in 
lyrigiit  relief  from  the  host  of  iminteresting 
diaries  and  original  letters  whick  are  now  pub- 
liflliod,  with  what  intention  it  is  difficult  to  sur- 
mise, as  they  are  neither  calculated  to  inmiortalize 
tJieir  subject,  remunerate  their  editor,  nor  benefit 
tbeir  purchasers.  It  is  always  pleasant  to  rbad 
the  life  of  a  good  man,  and  particularly  so  when 
that  man  has  had  so  many  opportunities  of 
improving  the  spiritual  and  mental,  as  well  as  the 
1)odily  condition  of  his  fellow-creatures,  as  Dr. 
Maclmess  seems  to  hare  found  in  his  brief 
career.    (He  died  at  the  age  of  47.) 

The  medical  profession  is  one  which  we  have 
always  regarded  as  affording  more  opportunities 
ilian  arii/  other  calling,  for  introducing  serious 
thoughts,  and  assisting  the  erring  penitent  or 
obstinate  sinner  in  his  heayenward  path ;  and  Dr. 
Vackness  seems  to  have  improved  these  opportu- 
nities to  the  uttermost.  "We  read  of  his  encourag- 
ing the  feeble,  supporting  the  wavering,  and  com- 
forting the  broken-hearted,  and  all  in  the  simple 
lind  way  which  seemed  a  second  nature  with 
bim.  His  letters  to  many  of  the  bereaved 
relatives  of  his  deceased  patients  are  beautifUly 
adapted  to  raise  their  thoughts  to  that  world 
whither  their  friends  are  gone  before  them,  and 
io  induce  them  to  rejoice  on  their  accoxmt,  rather 
iJian  to  mourn  on  their  own. 

We  hope  wo  have  said  enough  to  convince  our 
readers  that  the  "  Memorial'*  is  one  which  they 
cannot  fail  to  read  with  interest,  and  one  which 
we  would  particularly  reconmiend  to  young 
members  of  our  profession,  who  feel  discouraged 
and  disheartened  by  the  obstacles  which  seem 
to  stand  in  their  upward  path;  for  few  men 
have  begun  life  under  more  inauspicious  cir- 
cumstances than  Dr.  Mackness,  and  few  had 
greater  difficulties  to  contend  with ;  but  few— 
Tory  few,  have  surmounted  them  so  completely 
9B  he  did.  He  was  a  staunch  friend  to  the  Pro- 
Tincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  and 
always  dwelt  on  the  meetings  of  that  Society 
which  he  attended  with  peculiar  pleasure. 

In  conclusion,  we  cannot  help  complimenting 
Miss  Howard  on  the  able  way  in  which  she 
has  performed  the  duty  of  biographer,  and 
lamenting  with  her  that  the  medical  profes- 
sion should  so  early  have  been  deprived  of  one 
oi  its  brightest  ornaments. 


The  Nature  and  Treatment  qf  Sqftenmg  qf  the  Bram. 
By  Richard  Rowland,  M.D.,  &c.  London: 
Highlejr.    1851. 

The  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  haVe  always 
been  approached  by  practioal  writers  with  a  well- 
justified  reserve;  for  where  a  mystery  hangs 
over  the  normal  actions  of  an  organ,  it  is  not  to 
be  expected  that  the  manifestations  of  its  morbid 
conditions  will  be  appreciated  with  anything  like 
a  satis&ctory  amount  of  certainty.  For  this 
reason  additions  to  the  literature  of  disease  of 
the  brain  are  few  and  far  between,  and  when  « 
produced  are  too  often  found  wanting  in  that 
precision  which  is  the  characteristic  of  treatises 
on  the  diseases  of  other  regions  of  the  body. 
Softening  of  the  brain  is,  moreover,  a  lesion 
which  has  been  less  accurately  defined  Jlian 
many  otiier  affections  of  the  nervous  system,  and 
the  term  itself  has  been  applied  to  anatomical 
changes  of  quite  different  pathological  signifiea* 
tions ;  the  attempt,  therefore,  by  Dr.  Bowland^ 
to  remodel  its  history,  cannot  but  be  acceptable. 

Pathological  writers  acknowledge  several  vari- 
eties of  softening  of  the  cerebral  substance,  but 
for  all  practical  purposes  it  is  sufficient  to  con- 
sider, with  the  author  of  the  present  treatise^ 
the  two  forms  of  inflammatory  and  non-inflam- 
matory softening.  Of  each  of  these  varieties  ^ 
Dr.  Bowland  describes  the  distinctive  symp- 
toms witli  great  minuteness.  One  of  these  symp- 
toms, regarded  by  him  as  of  great  significance, 
is  the  reiteration  of  comatose  attacks  followed 
by  an  almost  abrupt  return  of  consciousness ;  at 
one  hour  the  patient  may  be  in  the  deep  stupor 
of  apoplexy,  in  the  next,  perhaps,  he  may  be 
conversing  freely,  and  rationally.  This  rapid 
alternation  of  symptoms  we  have  recently  wit- 
nessed in  a  marked  degree,  in  a  case  of  inflam- 
matory softening  of  the  brain,  the  result  of 
excessive  and  long-sustained  intellectual  labour. 
In  this  instance  the  coma  was  profound,  even  to 
the  extent  of  producing  that  peculiar  "whiffing" 
breathing  generally  considered  to  be  of  fatal 
import. 

The  lesions  of  the  speech  form  a  remarkable 
group  of  symptoms,  and  present  themselves 
under  various  peculiarities.  Sometimes  the 
speech  is  entirely  abrogated  while  the  patient 
is  rational  and  conscious  of  his  inability  to  utter 
his  thoughts.  In  others  there  is  slow  and  hesi- 
tating articulation,  with  a  greater  or  less  mis- 
application of  words. 
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SeBpecting  the  causes  of  cerebral  softening. 
Dr.  Eowland  appears  to  be  in  some  donbt. 
Hereditary  influence  has  not  appeared  to  him 
to  be  traceable,  and  temperament  has  seemed 
to  be  inoperatiye.  In  reference  to  sex  Dr. 
Bowland*s  inquiries  elicit  the  fact,  that  the 
female  is  more  liable  to  it  than  the  male ;  this  is 
entirely  opposed  to  general  opinion.  It  has 
erroneously  been  thought  that  great  mental 
exertion,  and  long-continued  anxiety  of  mind,  is 
a  fertile  source  of  the  disease ;  but  here,  again, 
figures  do  not  sustain  the  general  impression. 
Dr.  Sowland  finds  that  of  169  literary  men, 
wFose  age  at  death  was  known,  the  average  was 
as  high  as  69.  Of  104  celebrated  mathematicians 
cited  by  IVandini,  eighteen  lived  to  80,  and  two 
reached  the  patriarchal  age  of  90  years. 

A  very  important  question  in  connection  with 
cerebral  softening,  is  its  association  with  heart 
disease.  Dr.  Eowland  enters  minutely  into  this 
question,  but  does  not  furnish  us  with  new  facts. 
He  agrees  with  Dr.  Watson  and  Copland,  that 
the  heart  disease,  when  co-existent  with  cerebral 
softening,  should  be  regarded  as  typical  of  a 
general  alteration  of  the  yascular  system,  prob- 
ably of  the  nature  of  fatty  degeneration. 

The  nature  and  pathology  of  cerebral  softening 
is  next  reviewed,  and,  as  the  author  remarks, 
"  with  no  little  hesitation,  tm  it  is  full  of  intricate 
questions,  on  which  the  most  accomplished  patho- 
logists stiU  hold  opposite  opinions."  In  reference 
to  the  nature  of  this  lesion,  too  much  stress  has 
in  the  author's  opinion,  been  laid  upon  colour. 
Bedness  has  been  looked  upon  as  evidence  of  its 
inflammatory  origin,  without  reflection  that  this 
appearance  may  depend  upon  simple  congestion, 
or  even  imbibition.  Dr.  Eowland  thinks  that 
the  colour  is  often  secondary  to  the  softening. 

The  colourless  softening,  to  which  the  term 
white  softening  has  been  applied,  has  also  been 
misinterpreted,  as  the  author  shows. 

Yellow  softening,  according  to  Bokitanski, 
occurs  under  the  several  circumstances  follow- 
ing : — 1.  It  encircles  a  spot  of  inflammation.  2. 
It  appears  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ventricles 
in.  acute  hydrocephalus.  3.  Around  apoplectic 
extravasations. 

Of  all  the  opinions  as  to  the  proximate  cause 
-of  these  varieties  of  softening,  that  of  their 
inflammatory  origin  is  the  most  general.  The 
author  quotes  several  writers  who  hold  these 
views,  making  particular  mention  of  Dr.  Hughes 
Bennet,  who,  with  Gluge,  detected  the  presence 


of  exudation  corpuscles,  which  were  c<Hisidered 
as  conclusive  of  the  nature  of  the  cases  in.  which 
they  were  present.  These  were  commonly  seen 
in  the  red  softening,  but  less  frequently  in  the 
white  variety.  The  latter  is,  according  to  the 
author,  either  the  result  of  fatty  degeneration, 
or  it  may  be  the  result  of  obstruction  of  the 
vessels  leading  to  the  part.  The  occasional 
eflect  of  a  ligature  on  the  carotid  artery  is  well 
known,  and  marked  examples  have  been  Recorded 
by  various  writers. 

The  diagnosis  of  softening  of  the  brain  from 
sanguineous  apoplexy,  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant questions  connected  with  the  disease, 
and  is  so  regarded  by  the  author.  In  apoplexy 
the  attack  is  generaUy  without  warning;  in 
twenty  cases  in  which  a  clot  was  found  after 
death  it  was  so.  In  twenty  cases  of  softening 
the  comatose  seizure  was  without  precursory 
symptoms  only  in  two.  In  sixteen  out  of  the 
remaining  eighteen,  headache  was  a  prominent 
symptom;  and  in  twelve  paralysis  preceded 
coma.  When,  therefore,  the  attack  is  quite 
sudden,  the  probability  is  that  it  is  apoplexy. 
Coma  of  a  transitory  nature,  frequently  repeated, 
is  characteristic  of  softening.  The  diagnosis  of 
the  two  forms  of  softening  is  chiefly  to  be  made 
out  by  the  age  and  general  appearance  of  the 
patient. 

Dr.  Bowland  concludes  his  treatise  with  the 
trtotment  of  cerebral  softening  in  its  various 
forms.  On  this  subject  his  remarks  are  emi- 
nently judicious.  The  impending  danger  is 
earnestly  to  be  averted  by  complete  relaxation 
from  intellectual  exertion,  and  the  withdrawal 
from  exciting  subjects  of  thought.  All  the 
functions  are  to  be  maintained,  as  far  as  possible, 
in  a  state  of  regularity.  In  the  actual  disease 
much  discrimination  is  required  in  the  choice  of 
remedies ;  and  here  discrimination  is  necessary 
as  to  the  form.  In  the  inflammatory  variety 
general  bleeding  may  sometimes  be  advisable, 
but  the  author  is  more  generally  in  favour  of 
topical  bleeding,  counter-irritation,  and  piurging. 
In  many  cases  a  stimulating  plan  vnll  be  required, 
and  quinine,  ammonia,  and  wine  will  be  suitable. 
In  the  confirmed  disease  his  chief  confidence  is 
in  small  doses  of  the  bichloride  of  mercury.  His 
Experience  is  adverse  to  the  use  of  strychnine. 

We  here  close  Dr.  Eowland's  volume,  and  in 
doing  so  give  our  cordial  assent  to  its  value  ;  but 
of  this  we  have  no  doubt  many  of  our  readers 
will  convince  themselves. 
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BATH  AND   BEISTOL  BEANCH. 


At  the  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Bath  and  BftiBTot 
BftANCH,  held  at  the  Royal  Western  Hatd,  Briitol,  on 
December  17thy  at  eight  p.m.,  there  were  present— 
Dr.  Stmondb,  in  the  chair;  Drs.  Badd,  Davies, 
Edwards,  J.  C.  Fox,  F.  K.  Fox,  Swayne,  Trotman,  and 
Tonstall,  Messrs,  Allen,  Bartrum,  Barrett,  Burroughs, 
Colthnrst,  Cox,  Clark,  Crang,  Chnrch,  Collins,  George, 
Hamilton,  King,  Lancaster,  Mayor,  Norman,  Ogilvie, 
Ormond,  Priehard,  Player,  J.  Soden,  Sawer,  and 
Skeate. 

Hie  minntes  of  the  last  quarterly  meeting  in  Bath 
having  been  read  and  approved.  Dr.  C.  Edwakos  read 
his  paper  entitled  '*  Chloroform  and  its  Uses,"  which 
called  forth  sundry  remarks  from  Messrs.  Barrett,  King, 
Nonnan,  Colthnrst,  Lancaster,  Drs.  TnnstaU,  Swayne, 
and  Symonds,  the  hist  of  iHiom  had  used  it  with  consider- 
able advantage  in  a  ca^  of  severe  dyspnoea  dependent 
vpon  an  enlarged  heart,  with  violent  spasmodic  action, 
but  without  mechanical  obstructions.  He  mentioned 
it  as  being  one  of  those  diseases  which  was  usually  con- 
sidered to  forbid  its  use. 

Dr.  SwAYNB  gave  some  valuable  statistical  observa- 
tiens  on  the  different  kinds  of  cranial  presentation. 

Mr.  Bakbbtt  then  occupied  mueh  time  in  de- 
tailing from  his  note-book,  with  a  running  commentary 
on  the  treatment  of  two  cases,  which  he  had,  during 
his  attendance  upon  them,  diagnosed  as  oolic,  but 
which  potUmoriem  examination  showed  to  be  internal 
strangulation  of  the  ileum. 

Mr.  J.  SoDBN  then  narrated  in  a  very  condse  but 
admirable  manner,  a  case  which  he  had  attended  with 
Mr.  Gore,  in  which,  from  the  obstinate  constipation, 
aooompanied  by  faecal  vomiting,  internal  strangulation 
was  suspected,  but  which  ultimately  recovered. 

Mr.  Clark  exhibited  a  young  man  upon  whom  he 
had  performed  Dupuytren's  operation  for  artificial  anus, 
caused  by  sloughing  of  a  strangulated  hernia  [The 
history  of  tins  exceedingly  rare  and  interesting  case 
will  be  published.] 

Dr.  Budd  also  exhibited  some  beautilul  pathological 
ipecimens,  but  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  was 
unable  to  read  their  histories. 

[Of  the  above  papers,  Dr.  Swayne's  has  been  received, 
and  the  respective  authors  of  the  others  have  kindly 
intimated  their  intention  to  forward  them.  The  whole 
will  be  published  as  early  as  possible  in  ftature  numbers 
of  the  Joumah'] 


Thursday,  December  itii,  tiie  Presideat.  Dr.  Bsnt,  Sib 
tiie  Chair. 

The  rules  for  the  government  of  the  Midland  Brandt 
havmg  been  read  by  the  Secretary,  and  the  attention 
of  the  meeting  having  been  called  to  the  resolntiotts  of 
the  first  meeting,  it  was 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Fox,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  Johkson, 
and  carried  unanimously, — ^^'That  Dr.  Williams  of 
Nottmgham,  be  the  President-EIect" 

Proposed  by  Dr.  Johnson,  seconded  by  Mr« 
Grbavbs,— *'That  Mr.  Dakbt  be  the  Hunonry 
Secretary  for  Nottingham." 

It  was  resolved  that  the  next  Quarterly  Meeting 
be  held  on  tiie  first  Thursday  m  March,  at  three  o'clock, 
in  the  room  of  the  Derby  Philosophical  Society. 

The  foregoing  preliminary  business  having  been  gon» 
through,  an  excellent  paper  on  "  Epilepsy"  was  next 
read  by  Dr.  Hitcbman,  the  talented  superintendent  of 
the  Derby  County  Lunatic  Asylum,  for  which  the 
cordial  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  voted  on  the  pro- 
position of  Dr.  Hbtoatb,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fox.  \1>t, 
Hitchman,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  members,  kindly 
consented  to  allow  the  publication  of  the  paper  in  the 
Journal  of  the  Association.] 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Derby,  read  an  interesting  p^per 
"  On  PiYilapsos  Uteri,"  and  introduced  to  the  notice 
of  the  members  a  new  abdominal  support,  which  he  has 
found  of  great  service  in  the  treatment  of  the  cases  to 
which  his  essay  referred. 

Mr.  Cantrill  of  Wirksworth,  requested  the  atten- 
tion of  the  meeting  to  the  Rules  of  the  Manchester 
Medico-Ethical  Association,  and  urged  upon  the 
members  the  desirableness  of  adopting  and  hicorpon- 
ting  them  with  the  general  rules  of  the  Midland  Branch. 
His  proposition  met  with  hearty  approval,  and  it  was 
left  to  the  committee  to  consider  in  what  *way  Mr. 
Cantrill's  suggestion  could  best  be  carried  out. 


MIDLAND   BEANCH. 


Tbb  first  Quarterly  Meeting  of  tiie  MidiiAND 
Bkancb  of  the  the  PMvincial  Medical  and  Surgioal 
Association,  was  hdd  at  tiw  fTown  HaU,  Derby,  on 


NOEWICH   PATHOLOGICAL   SOOrETT. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  hehl  December  18tt^ 
1851,  J)r,  C&owfoot,  of  Becdes,  President,  thefdlow*- 
ing  resolutions  were  carried  :-^ 

1.  That  the  members  of  this  Society  consider  the 
system  of  treating  diseases  which  has  been  called 
homoeopathy  to  be  founded  on  false  data,  and  propa- 
gated through  the  combined  influences  of  ignorance 
and  imposture.  That  they,  therefore,  believe  the 
associating  with  homoeopathic  practitioners  to  be 
degrading  to  science  and  dbhonourable  in  a  moral 
point  of  view ;  and  pledge  themselves  on  no  account| 
knowingly,  to  meet  such  practitioners  in  consultation. 

2.  That  this  meeting  sees  with  disapprobation,  that 
the  College  of  Surgeons  remain  apathetic  in  the 
matter  of  homoeopathy  and  the  other  systems  of 
quackery  that  are  prevalent  in  the  present  day. 

3.y  That  the  above  resolutions  be  published  in  tht 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Joumal»  the  Idmdi,. 
and  the  Medical  Gazette.  . 


EPIDEMIOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 


17 


EPIDEMIOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

At  s  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  on  Monday, 
December  1st,  1851,  at  the  house  of  the  Royal  Medical 
4Bid  Clurargica]  Society,  Dr.  Babing;ton  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  MiL&OT  read  a  paper  "  On  the  Circumstances 
Connected  with  the  Rise  and  Development  of  the  Asiatic 
Cholera  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica."  After  taking  a 
brief  retrospect  of  the  course  and  duration  of  the 
pestilence  in  the  New  World,  upon  its  first  visitation  in 
1832,  and  shewing  that  it  then  exhibited  a  tendency  to 
cHng  with  greater  tenacity  to  certain  regions  there  than 
to  any  countries  of  Europe,  the  author  gave  an  account 
«f  its  progress  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  and, the  Island  of  Cuba,  in  1849  and  1850, 
vntil  it  appeared  in  Jamaica  in  the  beginning  of  October 
4»f  flie  latter  year.  It  is  a  curious  ilEUst  that  fourteen 
months  previously  several  very  suspicious  cases  occurred 
«t  Port  Royal  and  Kingston,  so  that  apprehensions  were 
Aen  entertained  that  cholera  had  fairly  made  its  appear- 
ance in  the  island.  At  that  time  Dr.  Ferguson,  the 
leading  medical  practitioner  in  Kingston,  addressed  a 
letter  to  tiie  Mayor  on  the  necessity  of  taking  imme- 
diate steps,  in  the  way  of  preparation,  against  the 
impending  outbreak.  His  remonstrances  were  un- 
heeded, and  nothing  was  done.  During  this  year,  also, 
there  was  a  peculiar  disease,  somewhat  like  to  the 
potato  blight,  among  some  of  the  esculent  roots  of  the 
Jdand.  The  weather  in  1850,  more  especially  after  the 
montii  of  May,  was  remarked  in  every  part  of  Jamilioa 
to  be  unufluaUy  wet  and  extremely  hot,  with  a  dose 
stagnant  condition  of  the  atmosphere,  and  a  frequent 
abaenoe,  for  days  together,  of  the  accustomed  sea 
There  was  bl9o  a  low  state  of  the  barometer, 
these  atmospheric  peculiarities,  there  was  a 
▼ery  remarkable  rise  in  the  tides; — a  circumstance 
wbidi,  taken  in  connection  with  the  oppressive  state  of 
^be  weather,  was  believed  to  prognosticate  the  advent 
of  e  dreadful  hurricane,  or,  it  might  be,  of  an  eartfa- 
qnke,  from  both  of  which  disasters  Jamaica  has 
ceffsied  moat  severely  upon  several  occasions.  The 
medical  men  very  generally  anticipated  a  sickly  autumn, 
the  season  being  much  like  what  it  had  been  in  some 
Ibrmer  years,  when  malignant  fevers  prevailed  epidemic- 
ally. On  the  7th  of  October  the  first  case  of  cholera 
at  Port  Royal  occurred  in  a  woman,  50  years  of  age, 
Hving  in  a  small  filthy  house  near  the  beach.  She  had 
had  an  attack  of  bowel  complaint,  a  month  or  six  weeks 
Iwfoie,  and  had  just  recovered  from  it  when  she  was 
Mixed.  The  case  proved  rapidly  &tal,  and  was  quickly 
followed  by  otiier  cases  in  the  same  yard,  and  subse- 
quently in  every  part  of  this  most  filthy  and  unwhole- 
•ome  seaport  town.  In  less  than  a  month  about  one- 
tliird  of  the  population  were  swept  away. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that,  ten  days  previously  to  the 
eeonrrenoe  of  the  first  case  at  Port  Royal,  a  woman 
had  died  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  island,  after  an 
IDassB  of  about  sixteen  hours,  with  almost  all  the  symp- 
toms of  malignant  cholera.  The  exact  nature  of  the 
ease  ife  oncertaih,  firom  tiie  patient  not  having  been 


seen  by  any  medical  man.  No  other  cases  occurred  at 
the  time,  either  among  the  woman's  family  or  in  the 
neighbourhood.  She  had  been  nursing  another  woman 
affected  with  bowel  complaint,  and  had  been  much 
exposed  to  the  chill  night-air  immediately  previous  to 
being  attacked. 

From  Port  Royal  the  pestilence  rapidly  extended  to 
Kingston^  about  six  or  seven  miles  up  the  harbour, 
Spanish  Town,  and  other  parts  of  the  island.  It  Is 
believed  that  at  least  25,000  persons  have  perished  out 
of  a  population  of  between  300,000  and  400,000. 

Without  entering  upon  any  account  of  the  disease  in 
the  island  generally.  Dr.  Milroy,  upon  the  present 
occasion,  confined  himself  to  giving  a  narrative  of  all 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  occurrence  of  the 
first  case  at  Port  Royal,  with  the  view  of  determining 
whether  there  exist  grounds  for  believing,  as  many  have 
done,  that  the  disease  was  traceable  to  importation  by 
vessels  from  an  infected  port.  He  gave  a  summary  of 
all  the  evidence  upon  the  subject,  and  quoted  the 
opinions  of  Deputy-lnspector  of  Fleets,  Dr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Watson,  Surgeon  of  the  Royal  Naval  Hospital, 
and  of  Dr.  Walahe,  R.A.,  and  Deputy-Health  Officer  of 
the  Port— the  only  resident  medical  man  upon  the  spot 
at  the  date  of  the  oooarrence--all  of  whom  agreed  that 
it  oonld  not  be  so  traced.  He  expressed  his  own  con- 
viction, founded  upon  a  careful  examination  on  the  spot 
of  the  evidence  on  the  case,  coupled  with  a  personal 
in^pestlon  of  tfao  locaUfy  where  the  disease  first  mani- 
fested itself,  that  this  conclusion  was  just,  and  that  te 
assert  otherwise  was  to  hasitrd  a  mere  conjecture  end 
groundless  speculation. 

The  paper  was  dosed  wi^  one  or  two  medico-geo- 
graphical remarks. 

By  looking  at  a  map  of  the  New  World,  it  will  be 
observed  that  the  only  Islands  of  the  West  Indies  whidi 
have  as  yet  been  invaded  by  the  chotera — Cuba  and 
Jamaican-are  the  two  which  are  situated  the  fiirthest  to 
the  west,  and  the  nearest  to  the  shores  of  the  Qulf 
of  MezieOf  many  points  on  which  have,  at  difbcent 
times,  beoa  severely  visited*  In  the  first  epidsmiet 
Cuba,  the  most  westei^y  of  aU  the  islands,  was  the  only 
one  which  suffered.  In  the  second  epidemic,  it  was 
invaded  long  before  the  disease  appeared  in  Jamaica^ 
although  there  was  pretty  frequent  unrestricted  com- 
munieation  between  them  all  the  time.  As  yet,  aU  the 
other  West  India  Islands  have  escaped.  That  this 
iBunani<7  has  not  been  owing  to  non-communicatioii 
with  hifeoted  places,  or,  to  the  adoption  of  any  vigorovs 
quarantine,  is  peifectiy  well  known«  Everything  in  the 
history  of  the  epidemic  seems  to  indicate  that  its  migra^ 
tions  may  occur  independentiy  of  human  intercouno, 
and  in  spite  of  any  baxrier  which  man  has  sought  ta 
oppose  to  them.  It  may  be  difficult  to  account  for 
them ;  but  much  of  the  difficulty  may  arise  from  the 
want  of  accurate  data  to  enable  us  to  follow  its  course 
with  exactitude ;  that  there  are  currents  and  moving 
powers  in  the  atmospheric  ocean,  above  and  around  us, 
which  we  have  hitherto  failed  to  appreciate,  is  probable 
from  many  ooanderations ;  nor  does  it  seem  unreason* 
able  to  believe  that  by  following  the  example  of  Colonsl 
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Reid  in  working  out  his  theory  of  storms^  viz.,  by  col- 
lecting together  a  maltitade  of  anthentic  faidx  as  to  the 
exact  time  and  date  of  their  outbreaks  at  different 
places  on  the  world's  surface,  we  may  succeed  in  shewing 
that  the  manifestation  and  course  of  those  noxious 
agencies,  which  give  rise  to  blights  in  the  vegetable 
world,  and  to  epidemic  and  epizootic  diseases  in  the 
animal,  are  not  so  capricious  and  accidental  as  they  How 
appear,  and  as  we,  in  our  ignorance,  often  assume  them 
to  be. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Grainger,  Dr.  James  Bird,  Dr.  Snow, 
and  others,  took  part  in  the  discussion. 

The  Pkesident  announced  that  Mr.  W.  J.  Cox 
would  read  his  paper  "  On  a  rational  mode  of  treat- 
ment of  Cholera"  at  the  meeting  in  January,  1852,  and 
should  time  permit,  a  paper  would  also  be  read  by  Dr. 
Bktson  '*  On  the  Epidemic  Prevalence  of  Dysentery 
in  China,  during  1841-2-3." 


/nrtigii  Ifprtnifttt* 

FRANCE. 

PBOCEBDINaS  OF  TJLS  FBBNCH   ACADBMIBS. 
ACADBMIE     DB     MBDBCXNE. 

Thb  question  debated  some  months  since  by  M. 
Grisolle,  as  to  the  *' Influence  qf  Pregnancy ,  Labcm'^ 
and  Nuremg,  on  the  progreee  qf  Phtkieii,**  has  again 
been  brought  forward  by  M.^ubruilh,  in  a  memoir 
upon  which  M.  Grisolle  was  called  upon  to  report.  In 
this  memoir  M.  Dnbruilh  confirms  the.  conclusions  of 
the  reporter,  that  so  fiir  from  being  arrested  by  preg- 
nancy, pulmonary  phthisis  is  aggravated  by  it,  and 
that  delivery,  on  the  other  hand,  sometimes  postpones 
Uie  filial  termination,  if  the  disease  have  not  too  far 
advanoed. 

M.  JoBBKT  Db  Lamballb  leltAed  '*A  Case  of 
TtaeheotMny  in  Cratqf,*'  the  only  interest  of  which 
consisted  in  the  employment  of  an  instrument  so  oon- 
itructed  as  to  keep  the  lips  of  the  wound  open  without 
the  necessity  for  the  introduction  of  a  tube  into  the 
larynx. 

"A  Memoir  on  Conffemtal  Phymont,"  byDr.HBNBT> 
contains  the  following  propositions  : — 1.  Congenital 
phymosis  gives  rise  to  three  series  of  morbid  phe- 
nomena:— (a.)  Those  which  appertain  to  the  genital 
organs.  The  penis  and  testicles  are  ill  developed ;  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  glans  is  pretematurally  sensi- 
tive; coition  paioiiil,  emission  incomplete,  precipitate, 
and  accompanied  with  perineal  uneasiness.  The  genital 
impulse  is  either  exaggerated,  leading  to  masturbation, 
or  it  is  more  or  lees  completely  extinguished.  It  is 
a  frequent  cause  of  nocturnal  emissions,  (d.)  The 
urinary  symptoms ;  are  a  frequent  desire  to  micturate, 
and  pains  in  the  penis,  which  may  lead  to  the  suspicion 
of  calculus,  (c.)  Various  disturbances  of  the  nervous 
system;  having  a  great  analogy  with  those  of  the 
female  who  is  labouring  under  displacement  or  other 
uterine  disorder,  sudi  as  low  sphtts,  hysterii«l  feelings, 


&c.    2.  Excision  of  the  prepuce  is  the  only  method  of 
removing  the  above-mentioned  category  of  ailments. 

M.  Devillibrs  also  brought  forward  his  ' '  Beeearehee 
on  the  Acute  Venereal  Treatment  qf  Pregnant  WomenJ* 
He  finds  as  the  result  of  his  experience,  that  preg;nant 
women  bear  the  treatment  well  in  the  early  months^, 
unless  their  is  great  irritability  of  the  mucous  mem- 
branes, which  would  be  intolerant  of  mercuiy  under 
any  other  circumstances. 

M.  Champouillon  adduced  some  statistical  evidence^ 
to  prove  that  the  proposition  to  substitute  iodized  oil 
for  eod'Uver  oil,  is  not  to  be  encouraged.  He  showed 
by  figures,  that  while  the  value  of  the  latter  in  scrofti- 
lous  affections  is  of  the  highest  order,  such  diseases 
weie  unaffected,  or  decidedly  retrograded,  when  treated 
by  the  artificial  substitute. 

A  case  of  *'  Ligature  qf  the  Carotid  Artery  for 
Carotid  Aneurism,"  was  detailed  by  Vr.  La  Cbapbl,. 
in  which  softening  of  the  brain  was  the  consequence  of 
the  sudden  interruption  in  the  cerebral  circulation. 

Another  new  mode  of  replacing  a  retroverted  uterus 
was  described  by  M.  Favbot.  It  consists  of  an  India- 
rubber  bag,  which  is  introduced  into  the  rectum  behind 
the  uterus,  and  then  is  to  be  inflated.  The  repomtion^ 
of  the  womb  is  said  to  be  thus  readily  accomplished. 


ACADBMIB     DBS     8CIBNCB8. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  papers  lately  presented 
to  this  Assembly,  is  that  by  M.  Rbynoso  *'  On  tike 
Origin  of  Sugar  in  the  Urine.'*  The  author  remiurked 
in  the  first  place,  that  the  medulla  oblongata  wae 
generally  admitted  to  be  the  central  organ  which  regu- 
lates the  respiratory  movements;  and,  moreover,  that 
according  to  M.  Flourens,  a  small  spot  just  below  tlw 
origin  of  the  eighth  pair  is  the  veritable  seat  of  respira- 
tory function.  It  is  also  known  that  M.  Bernard, 
by  puncturing  this  portion  of  the  nervous  system  i^ 
rabbits,  caused  the  appearance  of  sugar  in  the  nrine, 
and  he  explains  the  phenomenon  by  saying  that  under 
the  irritation  thus  produced,  the  liver  secretes  so  much 
sugar  that  it  cannot  be  burned  off  in  respiration^  and 
thus  passes  off  by  the,  kidney.  The  author,  on  the 
contrary,  wishes  to  prove  that  the  puncture  of  the 
medulla  causes  incomplete  paralysis  of  the  respiratory 
function,  and  thus  that  the  sugar,  normally  produced 
in  the  system,  no  longer  undergoes  combustion.  In 
support  of  this  theory  he  states  that  sugar  appeared  in 
the  urine  in  two  patients  who  had  been  etherized,  and 
also  in  animals  strangulated  or  drowned.  He  thinks 
that  he  thus  establishes  a  direct  relation  between 
respiration,  nervous  iniluence,  and  saccharine  nrine. 

[We  are,  we  belie\e,  still  far  from  arriving  at  a  cor<- 
rect  theory  of  diabetes,  if  the  mere  non-combustion  of 
the  saccharine  principle  in  the  lungs  be  the  foue  et  orig» 
mali,  the  urine  should  be  saccharine  in  all  diseases  in 
which  the  activity  of  the  respiratory  function  is  dimin- 
ished, as  in  phthisis,  hydro-thorax,  &c.  Such,  how- 
ever is  not  the  fact.  Although  diabetes  and  phthisiji- 
are  frequenUy  associated,  the  pulmonary  lesion  is  in 
>  our  experience  always  secondary.-^En.  P.  J.] 
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An  vieftil  commuiication  "  On  the  JYeatment  qf 
ike  l\une  Effect*  of  Chiorqform  by  BUdrieiiy,"  was 
aade  by  M.  Abmlle,  in  which  the  author  stated  that  he 
Ind  aaeertained  experimentally,  that  no  other  measures 
were  so  effectual  in  restoring  animation  in  asphyxia 
IbVNn  the  use  of  annsthetic  vapours. 


Anomalous  due  qf  Vicarious  Menstruation, 

Dr.  Lecomte,  of  Eu,  in  France,  has  published,  in 
VVmon  Mkdicale,  a  case  of  an  extraordinary  descrip- 
tion, of  which  we  shall  oifer  a  short  outline.  The 
subject  is  a  serrsnt-girl,  twenty-uine  years  of  age,  of 
^parently  good  health;  she  had  never  menstruated, 
and  for  the  last  seven  years  had  experienced  flushings 
and  heat  in  the  fare,  these  symptoms  recurring  every 
four  or  five  weeks.  At  these  periods  she  likewise  com- 
plained of  severe  lancinating  pain  in  the  right  thigh,  and 
sometimes  in  the  leg  and  foot,  the  whole  leg  then 
becoming  extremely  tender  to  the  touch. 

Towards  June^  1842,  these  phenomena  increased  in 
intensity,  the  patient  became  very  weak,  the  abdomen 
fett  tense,  tympanitic,  and  tender,  and  she  could  no 
longer  pass  urine.  Dr.  Lecomte  prescribed  leeches 
to  tiie  hypogastrium,  and  prolonged  hip-baths.  The 
vine  flowed  a  little ;  but  at  last  the  girl  was  persuaded 
to  submit  to  the  catheter,  and  a  large  quantity  of  dull 
and  foetid  urine  was  drawn  off. 

Now  began  a  series  of  strange  phenomena.  The 
bladder,  uterus,  stomach,  and  rectum  began  to  throw 
off  what  the  patient  called  balls;  these  were  pieces  of 
membrane,  or  rather  membranous  casts,  white,  dense^ 
and  covered  on  one  side  with  gelatinous  matter.  The 
vesical  casts  were  somewhat  large,  as  she  was  obliged 
to  extract  them  with  her  fingers.  On  a  former  exami- 
nation the  internal  organs  of  generation  could  hardly 
be  properly  explored,  as  the  hymen  was  unbroken  and 
rather  tense,  but  the  casts  now  came  per  vaginam,  and 
the  patient  being  obliged  to  dilate  the  parts  herself,  in 
Ofder  to  give  passage  to  the  membranous  formations^  it 
was  found  on  examination  that  the  os  was  pervious,  and 
Die  cervix  of  the  normal  size,  though  tilted  backwards. 
Here  the  casts  assumed  a  tubular  shape. 

The  stomach  now  became  very  irritable,  and  a  great 
abundance  of  glairy  matter,  mixed  with  pseudo-mem- 
branes, i|as  thrown  up.  The  vomiting  now  and  then 
was  of  a  purely  sanguineous  character,  and  in  the 
ooagula  ejected  an  ascaris  lumbricoides  was  noticed. 
^Hie  patient  stated  that  she  had  likewise  seen  such 
parantes  in  the  matters  which  had  been  expelled  from 
the  vagina.  Diarrhoea  supervened  a  little  time  after- 
wards, and  in  the  dejections  the  same  pseudo-mem- 
branous products  were  observed. 

After  a  few  weeks'  respite,  the  symptoms  recurred 
with  renewed  intensity;  all  the  above-named  organs 
secreted  the  same  membranous  products,  but  the  uterus 
was  evidentiy  the  most  active.  In  one  day  Dr. 
Lecomte  extracted  ten  casts,  of  a  red  colour,  from  the 
vagina;  they  were  rolled  up,  and  exhibited  now  for 
the  first  time.  One  of  these  presented  on  one  side  an 
infundibular  shape,  which  made  the  medical  attendant 
snspect  that  the  membrane  must  have  been  formed  in 
dose  vicinity  to  the  fallopian  tube. 


The  ejection  of  the  casts  was  always  accompanied  by 
much  pain,  the  latter  being  sometimes  so  intense  as  to 
eause  the  patient,  who  was  fiar  from  being  puisiUani- 
mens,  to  roll  about  m  the  bed  with  agony.  The  san- 
guineous flux  was  now  suddenly  transferred  to  the  ears  ; 
these  organs  discharged  each  about  a  tumblerful  of 
blood ;  vomiting  of  the  same  fluid  came  on  a  few  days 
afterwards,  and  the  casts  were  again  ejected  from  the 
stomach,  intestines,  bladder,  and  uterus.  When  these 
symptoms  had  ceased  a  great  improvement  was  noticed ; 
tiie  patient  gradually  became  stronger,  and  from  1842 
to  the  present  time,  the  girl  has  experienced  no  uneasi- 
ness but  dysuria  every  two  or  three  months,  except  in 
July,  1843,  when  the  most  complete  relapse  occurred. 
The  author  does  not  say  whether  any  amount  of  regular 
menstruation  has  appearw  since  the  casts,  are  no  longer 
secreted.  This  is  a  great  omission.  The  pseudo- 
membranous products  were  examined  by  M.  Mialhe, 
and  were  found  to  be  composed  principally  of  albumen. 

Remarks  on  Diseases  qf  the  Heart. 

In  the  Gazette  Midicale  de  Strasbourg,  M.  Forget 
has  published  some  interestmg  comments  on  cardiac 
diseases.  He  enumerates  two  laws;  the  first,  that 
dilatation  of  a  cavity  always  occurs  behind  the  obstruc- 
tion, and  contraction  of  the  cavity,  on  the  contrary, 
takes  place  before  it.  Thus  obstructive  disease  of  the 
aortic  valves  induces  dilatation  of  the  left  ventricle, 
while  contracted  mitral,  existing  alone,  induces  what  is 
called  concentric  hypertrophy  of  the  same  cavity. 
When  both  valves  are  contracted,  the  lesion  of  the 
ventricle  will  correspond  with  the  relative  degrees  of 
obstruction  in  the  two  valves.  Ik  is  not,  however,, 
absolutely  necessary  that  valvular  disease  should  be 
present  to  induce  these  changes.  The  ventricle  will 
dilate  if  it  disgorges  itself  less  readily  than  it  fills,  and 
it  will  diminish  if  it  receives  less  than  a  normal  quantity 
of  blood. 

.  M.  Forget  has  ingeniously  applied  these  facts  to 
diagnosis.  When  one  valve  only  is  obstructed,  it  is 
easy  to  recognise  it  by  the  seat  and  qualities  of  the 
bruit ;  but  when  both  valves  is  diseased,  the  informa- 
tion derived  from  the  sounds  is  insufficient.  It  is  then, 
he  says,  that  the  value  of  the  above  knowledge  is  found. 
**  If  there  is  narrowing  of  both  aortic  and  mitral  valves, 
the  greatest  amount  of  obstruction  may  be  known  to 
be  at  one  or  the  other,  accordmgly  as  the  ventricle  is,  or 
is  not  dilated." 

M.  Forget  shows,  further,  that  a  knowledge  of  these 
ouvumstances  is  not  a  mere  matter  of  scientific  curiosity, 
but  has  also  a  real  bearing  on  practice. 

New  Mode  qf  Removing  Uterine  Polypi. 

M.  Gensoul  {Gazette  M4dicale  de  Lyons)  has  recom- 
mended the  use  of  strong  forceps  for  the  removal  of 
uterine  polypi.  Taking  the  opportunity  of  the  men-^ 
strual  period,  when  the  uterus  is  both  lower  down  and 
more  patulous,  he  introduces  a  pair  of  forceps,  such  as 
are  used  for  nasal  polypi,  and  encircling  the  pedicle  in 
the  gripe  of  the  blades,  he  ties  the  handles,  and  leaves 
the  instrumeut  to  drop  off  spontaneously. 

[This  plan  may  succeed  very  well  in  small  tumours, 
but  in  those  of  larger  size  it  is  not  likely  to  surpass  the 
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ligatare  and  Gooch's  cannula,  inasmuch  as  with  a  broad 
pedicle  strangulation  cannot  be  obtained  by  it  with 
certainty.] 

GERMANY. 
ObiMrieai  HmU.^Bj  Dr.  Albbes. 

The  Neue  Zeiiwhrifi /ur  Gebtiriskunde,  vol.  24, 
among  other  interesting  original  papers,  contains  some 
practical  observations  by  the  above  writer,  from  which 
we  make  a  few  selections. 

TYeatment  of  Uterine  Hamorrhage, — ^The  author 
advises  a  concentrated  solution  of  the  muriate  of  iron 
as  an  injection,  and  applied  by  means  of  a  sponge  plug, 
saturated  with  it.  If  an  iije^n  is  used,  it  should  be 
tepid.  ^ 

Impaction  qf  the  Bead  Beiween  the  Third  and 
Fotarth  Poeitiona. — It  sometimes  happens  that  the  head 
becomes  engaged  at  the  brim,  the  oodput  descending  in 
front  of  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum,  while  the  root 
of  the  nose  is  fixed  behind  the  symphiaiB  pubes.  No 
force  can  move  it,  and  the  blades  of  ithe  forceps  slip, 
and  cannot  be  satisfactorily  applied.  The  author  has 
known  several  instances  when  in  this  dilemma  the 
practitioner  has  had  recourse  to  perforation,  although 
the  pelvis  has  been  well  formed.  The  right  practice  is 
to  apply  the  forceps,  not  with  the  endeavour  to  extract, 
but  to  turn  the  head  into  the  third  position.  It  should 
then  be  left  to  nature ;  and  in  most  cases  delivery  will 
he  speedUy  accomplished. 

OeeyicaHon  qf  the  tT/ertM.— Two  or  three  cases  ai« 
on  record  in  which  a  portion  of  the  uterus  has  been 
converted  into  bony  matter ;  but  so  extensive  an 
example  as  the  Allowing  (Mediziniieehea  Correapond. 
Blutt  de  Wurtembttrgh)  must  be  looked  upon  as 
unique : — ^A  woman,  aged  72,  died  of  ascites.  On  exami- 
nation, in  addition  to  some  unimportant  visceral  lesions, 
the  region  of  the  uterus  was  found  to  be  occupied  by 
an  osseous  pyriform  body,  to  which  the  broad  ligaments 
and  fallopian  tubes  were  attached.  The  vaginal  portion 
of  the  cervix  was  cartilaginous.  On  cutting  the  body 
open  with  a  saw  it  was  found  to  contain  a  cavity. 

Oxalaie  qf  Potash  in  Puerperal  Metritie.-Some 
remarks  on  the  treatment  of  puerperal  fever,  by  Dr. 
Welti,  occur  in  the  Zeitschrijt  Jur  Effahrungt  Heil- 
Jnsnei,  The  success  of  his  treatment  is  shown  in  the 
hd  (if  credible)  that  of  twenty-five  cases  he  has  only 
lost  one,  while  before  he  adopted  his  present  treatment 
he  lost  one  in  three.  The  dose  of  oxalate  of  potash  is 
■a  grain  every  hour,  with  one  grain  of  extract  of  hyos. 
cyamus  in  solution. 

Dr.  Welti  classifies  puerperal  fever  cases  under  three 
heads,  according  to  its  form.  The  first  is  a  mild,  the 
second  an  obstinate  form,  requiring  larger  doses,  or  the 
combination  of  some  other  treatment  The  third  is 
metritis  already  existing  before  confinement,  and 
becoming  decided  as  soon  as  delivery  takes  place. 
Metritis  occurs  mostly  three  days  after  delivery,  whether 
this  has  been  natural  or  instrumental,  and  eidier  comes 
on  stealthily  or  in  a  decided  and  acute  form.  Yet 
sometimes  it  makes  its  first  appearance  fourteen  days, 
or  three  or  four  weeks,  after  delivery. 

The  first  of  these  forms  is  the  most  important,  and 
admits  of  the  most  speedy  relief. .  The  author's  prac- 
tice supplied  him  with  three  cases.     The  first,  in  1830 


under  the  old  treatment,  died.  The  other  two,  in  1887, 
were  cured  in  four  days.  All  were  easy  eases  of  laboar, 
requiring  assistance,  the  first  turning,  the  two  otteHl 
the  forceps.  In  tiiese  cases  the  ntems,  already  m 
a  morbid  state,  had  lost  its  contractile  power,  and  ielt 
very  hot  to  the  hand*  when  introdooed  into  it  to  rsmevo 
the  placenta,  on  account  of  luemorrhage.  He  did  not 
employ  the  oxalate  of  potash  alone,  but  gave  it  in  laige 
doses  along  with  some  nitre,  and  calomel,  and  opium. 

The  second  milder  form  of  puerperal  fever  is  that 
which  occurs  from  one  to  three  days  after  delivery,  and 
is  more  frequent  after  natural  than  artificial  labooia^ 
The  author  gives  one  case  of  this  (fatal)  wherie  tha 
patient  remained  in  atatu  quo  under  the  treatment  witli 
oxalate  of  potash;  but  the  friends  being  alarmed* 
another  practitioner  was  called  in  consultation,  who  had 
recourse  to  bleeding,  leeching,  calomel,  &c.  Dr.  Welti 
predicted  that  the  patient  would  die,  and  the  patient 
died  accordingly 

The  third,  and  often  from  its  complications,  most 
troublesome  form  of  metritis,  is  that  which  occurs 
three  or  four  weeks  after  delivery.  Dr.  Welti  nairaboa 
two  cases  of  this  kind,  which  occurred  during  intensely 
hot  weather  in  June,  1849.  In  the  first  case  aU  weoi 
on  well  till  the  15th  day,  when  hiemorrhage  came  on 
suddenly,  for  which  acids  and  ergot  of  rye  were  pre* 
scribed.  The  bleeding  was  arrested,  and  the  patient 
kept  well  till  the  twenty-second  day,  when  it  recurred  \ 
the  same  treatment  was  ordered,  but  without  good 
results.  On  this  same  day  the  doctor  was  called  to  see 
the  patient  immediately.  He  found  her  sick,  th« 
hsemorrhage  abated,  but  the  uterus  as  large  as  in  the 
fourth  month  of  pregnancy,  and  ^nder;  the  pulsa 
quick  and  full  The  breast  and  arms  covered  with 
purple  spots;  the  right  leg  had  for  four  days  been 
swollen  and  painful.  The  thirst  was  urgent,  and  tha 
abdomen  distended  and  tympanic  on  percussion.  Tbi 
patient  stated  that  since  the  hiemorrhage  had  been 
checked  eight  days  preriously,  the  pains  in  the  pelvic 
region  had  been  constantly  occurring  from  time  to 
time,  and  the  uterus  gradually  enlarging  in  size. 
Nothing  was  ordered  at  the  moment.  The  patient  was 
seen  again  in  two  hours,  and  the  disease  had  by  this 
time  made  astounding  progress :  the  uterus  was  as  largo 
as  in  the  fifth  month,  tlie  belly  distended  to  a  marked 
degree,  and  the  thirst  and  quickness  of  pulse  increased. 
The  swollen  leg  was  treated  by  camomile  fomentations  | 
and  Dr.  W.,  regarding  the  metritis  as  the  radical  ail- 
ment, ordered  gr.  x.  of  extract  of  hyoscyamus,  scr.  j« 
of  oxalate  of  potash,  dr.  ss.  of  nitre,  oz.  j.  of  symp» 
and  oz.  iv.  aqua  ceraaorwn, — a  table-spoonful  for  a 
dose ;  the  two  first  doses  to  be  given  at  half-hourly, 
and  the  rest  at  hourly,  intervals.  The  first  dose  was 
refreshing  to  her;  from  the  second  she  obtained  mora 
relief;  and  after  the  third  the  pains  ceased,  and  she 
steadily  improved.  She  fell  asleep  at  midnight,  and 
was  in  an  improving  condition  in  the  morning.  The 
medicine  was  continued  during  next  day,  at  longer 
intervals ;  and  in  ten  days  all  the  symptoms  had  dia- 
appeared  under  this  simple  treatment,  without  bleeding 
or  leeching,  or  other  means. 

Dr.  Welti  narrates  another  slmOar  case  occurring 
during  the  third  week,  where  a  like  result  followed  a 
similar  treatment.  He  had  also  cured  two  diseases  of 
metritis,  occurring  twelve  hours  after  delivery  by  turn- 
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mg,  with  no  other  remed j  than  the  above  miztore. — 
Mmikfy  Journal,  October,  1851. 

IMmmU  qfNUnie  qf  SUverin  Burm, 

Dr.  Kalt  informs  vs,  {Schnudfs  Jahr.,  1851,)  that 
he  has  derired  great  adTantages  ia  extensive  superficial 
bonis,  from  the  following  liniment : — Nitrate  of  silver, 
dr.  ly. ;  distilled  water,  q.  s.;  linseed  oil,  o.j. 


fmral  IRttnuaijttrt, 


PBACnCAL  MEDICINE. 

Peculiar  App§aranee  qf  the  Tongue  in  Makaridl 
DisasMt.— By  Dr.  OsBoaNB. 

The  aaihor  states  that  his  attention  has  long  been 
directed  to  a  peculiar  condition  in  the  tongue  of 
patiflDts  laboaring  ander  miasmatic  diseases.  It  is  an 
••■sntial  diepartare  from  the  normal  aspect  iA  the  edge, 
wmiititnrtng  a  distinct  lateral  bonndary  of  the  tongoe^ 
pecnpying  more  or  less  snrisGe,  according  to  the  chaige 
of  infection  in  the  system.  Ordinarily  the  colour 
amounts  only  to  a  very  feint  biuish  tioge,  which  is 
iiaUe  to  be  lost,  or  ma^s^  in  the  varions  tints  imparted 
to  the  tongue  by  varions  disesses.  The  most  find 
condition  of  this  symptom  is  an  appearance  of  indenta- 
tim  oi;  crimpling  tiansversely,  vdiioh  is  appaiently  con- 
^nad  tp  the  subjacent  tissue,  while  the  superficial 
tlg»mept  is  moist,  smooth,  and  transparent.  In  a 
iroid,  it  seems  to  be  a  continuation  or  encroachment  of 
the  inferior  surfece  upon  the  superior  and  hiteral  boiden 
9f  the  tongue,  greater  as  we  approach  the  root  of  that 
oigan. 

Tbe  author  states  that  the  fidelity  of  this  symptom 
to  the  souree  of  its  origin  is,  under  all  circumstances, 
&Dy  equal  to  the  importance  he  has  attached  to  it.  In 
n  fionridenble  number  of  caies  of  the  different  forms 
^  dropey,  neuralgia,  and  inflammation,  it  has  alone 
fnabled  him  to  reach  a  correct  diagnosis,  when  every 
pther  symptom  seemed  to  deny  the  agency  of  malaria 
in  the  oaae.  Wherever  seen,  he  has  invarii^ly  assumed 
that  there  existed  a  tendency  to  intermittent  disease, 
•ad  upcm  watching  the  progress  of  the  caee,  have  as 
^Iwvariahly  detected  this  condition.  '  In  numerous  cases 
of  pulmonary  inflammation,  where  the  fever  seemed 
continued,  the  cough  unabated,  the  oppressive  restora- 
tiou  persistent,  and  the  pulse  unvarying  in  its  activity, 
Ike  physical  signs  have  designated  with  great  accuracy 
the  periods  of  repose  and  excitement  in  the  course  of 
tiK  disease.  In  the  gastric  and  intestinal  pblogoses, 
again,  whether  as  caoses  or  consequences  of  fever,  if 
this  peculiar  imprebsion  ia  seen  upon  the  tongue  he 
bokUy  states  that  no  apprehension  need  be  felt  in  the 
administration  of  quinine,  however  malignant  the  case 
nay  appear.  Here  also  mtermission,  varying  in  degree 
poeording  to  the  severity  of  the  disease,  is  always 
present,  and,  generally  speaking,  the  shorter  the  period 
of  repose  the  greater  the  quantity  of  medicine  required, 
and  nee  vena.  He  baa  not  hesitated,  in  many  cases, 
where  the  disease  was  marching  rapidly  to  a  fetal 
to  prescribe  one,  two,   and  even  three 


drachms  of  sulphate  of  quinine  at  a  dose,  to  be  repeated 
according  to  the  urnpcy  of  the  indications. — Weetem 
Journal,  (U.S.,)  August,  1851. 

Oue  of  Jneuriam  of  the  Heart— Bj  Dr.  Renaud. 

A  well-marked  instance  of  this  rare  form  of  aneu- 
rism has  been  placed  on  record  by  Dr.  Renaud,  occur- 
ring in  the  person  of  a  female  who  died  suddenly  while 
quarrelling,  under  the  influence  of  liquor.  The 
description  of  the  heart  and  appendages  is  as  follows  :— 
The  pericardial  surfaces  were  finoly  adherent.  The 
heart  appeared  larger  than  usual,  and  somewhat 
irr^fular  in  its  outline.  The  left  ventricle  was  hyper- 
trophied,  and  at  its  apex  there  was  a  rounded  opening, 
through  which  a  small  bullet  would  pass.  This  com- 
municated with  an  aneurismal  tumour,  capable  of  ooa- 
taining  from  three  to  four  ounces  of  fiuid.  With  the 
exception  of  a  little  jelly-like  coagalum,  the  sac  was 
empty.  The  opening  through  the  ventricle  was  well 
rounded,  and  had  a  tendiUous-looking  mai*gin.  The 
aneurismal  sac  was  dense  in  texture,  and  upwards  of 
two  Hnes  in  thickness  at  the  upper  part  nearest  the 
ventricle,  where  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  heart  were 
partially  expaiided  on  its  inner  surface.  The  valves  of 
the  heart  and  coats  of  the  arteries  were  healthy,  and 
but  little  blood  was  found  in  the  heart. — Medieid 
Gazette,  Oct.  31, 1851. 

Caeee  m  vtkieh  there  woe  wnmial  IHffieuUy  m  the 
Viagnoeie  qf  Plenniie  ^ffkeione. -^  By  T.  A. 
Barkbu,  M.D. 

Hie  fiirst  CMC  related  by  the  author  was  one  in  which 
there  was  extensive  emphysema  of  the  left  lung,  which 
Ind  encroached  greatly  on  the  right  side  of  the  chesty 
pushing  the  heart  and  mediastinum  beyond  the  mesial 
line.  The  right  lung,  which  was  closely  adherent  to 
the  eostal  plenra,  was  reduced  to  about  a  fourth  of  its 
usual  sise,  was  exsanguine,  and  contain^  no  air^ 
resembling  a  lung  compressed  by  effusion  in  the  pleura. 
In  consequence  of  these  changes,  no  respiration  could 
be  heard  in  the  right  lung  during  life:  the  right  side  of 
the  chest  was  universally  dull  on  percussion,  and  the 
patient  could  only  Ue  on  the  right  side  or  sit  erect. 
Along  with  these  symptoms  were  others  closely  resem* 
bling  those  which  usnslly  attend  hydrothorax;  and  the 
dyspnoea  and  symptoms  of  approaching  apnosa  being 
very  urgent,  the  author  thought  himself  justified  u 
having  a  very  fine  trocar  introduced  into  the  chest,  2n 
order  to  ascertain  positively  whether  there  was  flaid. 
No  inoonvenieuoe  resolted  from  the  operation,  and  the 
symptoms  were  soon  afterwards  explained  by  the  dis- 
covery, on  post-mortem  examination,  of  the  very 
unusual  state  of  parts  above  described. 

The  next  case  was  one  in  which,  without  any  of  the 
general  symptoms  of  pleuritic  effusion,  it  was  dis- 
covered, by  auscultation,  &c.,  that  there  was  no  respira- 
tion going  on  in  the  posterior  third  of  the  left  lung.  In 
four  days  the  person  died.  The  longs  were  healthy  f 
but  thwe  was  extensive  effusion,  confined  to  the  back 
part  of  the  chest  by  a  very  narrow  line  of  adhesion, 
extending  firom  the  upper  and  back  part  of  the  chest 
to  the  diaphragmi  half  way  between  the  ribs  and  the 
The  author  referred  to  three  other  caaes^ 
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srhich  he  had  seen,  m  which  the  pleuritic  effusion  had 
been  limited  by  adhesiona  in  the  same  position,  and 
precisely  similar;  only  one  of  these  had  been  seen  by 
him  during  life,  and  in  that  the  symptoms  closely 
resembled  those  in  the  case  last  related.  Two  other 
cases  were  shortly  alluded  to,  in  which  there  was 
emphysema  to  a  considerable  extent ;  but  respiratory 
sounds  could  be  heard  in  every  part  of  the  affected 
sides,  in  consequence  of  the  lung  being  kept  partially 
in  contact  with  the  ribs  by  mucous  adhesions,  forming 
several  separate  cavities  in  which  the  purulent  matter 
was  contained.— Ifcdteo-C^trur^ea/  T)ran»actioiu,lS^l, 

SURGERY. 

I^reaiment  of  Varicocele  by  Gutta  Pereha  Dheohfcd  in 
Chlorqform.—Bj  H.  G.Ca&by,  M.D.,  of  Dayton,  O. 

After  having  used  gutta  pereha  considerably  for 
other  porposes,  a  knowledge  of  its  properties  forcibly 
suggested  it  in  solution,  as  admirably  fitted  to  fill  the 
desired  objects  sought  in  the  treatment  of  varicocele. 
In  order  to  apply  it,  the  patient  is  placed  upon  his 
back,  and  by  means  of  cold  the  scrotum  is  corrugated 
until  it  is  drawn  firmly  over  the  root  of  the  penis,  com- 
pressing the  testes  firmly  in  the  upper  portion  of  the 
inguinal  pouches;  then,  by  means  of  a  camel's  hair 
pencil,  after  the  hair  has  been  removed,  apply  the 
solution  finely  over  the  site  of  the  scrotum,  allowing  it 
to  extend  on  aU  sides  some  distance,  by  a  thin  attach- 
ment ;  but  over  the  scrotum  proper  lay  on  a  succession 
of  coats,  until  an  uniform  covering  throughout  of  a  line 
in  thickness  is  obtained,  which  will  be  suffidently  strong 
to  form  an  artificial  pouch  of  the  nature  and  character 
desired.  This  thickness  will  be  fo  yielding  and  pliable 
as  not  to  afford  the  wearer  any  considerable  inoonve- 
mence.  Soon  after  the  solution  is  applied  to  this 
sensitive  part  the  patient  will  complain  bitterly  of  the 
burning  sensation  experienced,  depending  upon  the 
presence  of  Ithe  chloroform;  but  this  temporary  in- 
convenience will  soon  pass  off.  The  constitutional 
indications,  if  there  be  any^  must  not,  of  course,  be 
neglected. 

The  author  has  not  as  yet  had  an  opportunity  to  test 
the  powers  of  this  article  in  relieving  the  same  condition 
of  the  veins  in  the  extremities,  but  thinks  that  much 
pain  might  be  prevented,  and  success  in  the  treatment 
greatly  increased.— fTet/eni  Lancet t  (U.S  ) 

MIDWIFERY  AND  DISEASES  OP  CHILDREN. 

A  Succee^ul  Cote  qf  Parturition  in  a  Patient  who 
had  premously  undergone  Ovariotomy  by  a  Large 
Incision. — By  John  Crouch,  M.R.C.S,  Bruton, 
Somerset. 

The  following  interesting  communication  was  made  at 
a  recent  meeting  of  the  Medico-Chinirgical  Society : — 

The  subject  of  this  case  was  a  healthy  young  woman, 
twenty-six  years  of  age.  Two  years  ago  a  multilocular 
ovarian  cyst,  weighing  fourteen  pounds,  was  removed 
by  a  long  incision.  Five  weeks  after  the  operation  she 
walked  a  distance  of  five  miles.  During  the  next  winter 
the  catamenia  appeared  at  regnUr  intervals,  taod  her 
health  was  good,  except  that  she  had  an  oocasjoiial  pain 


in  the  left  groin,  and  a  slight  difficulty  in  mictnritum, 
sometimes  followed  and  relieved  by  a  muco-punilent 
discharge  in  the  urine.  In  1850  she  married,  and  on 
the  9th  of  October  last  she  was  delivered  of  a  male 
child,  after  a  lingering  labour.  It  had  been  feared  that 
the  expansive  powers  of  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen 
would  be  impaired  by  so  large  a  scar  passing  through 
their  centre;  but  it  was  found  that  the  skin  dilated 
naturslly,  and  that  the  cicatrix  itself  had  mcreased  in 
length  three  inches,  and  in  breadth  one-sixth  of  an 
inch,  during  the  period  of  gestation.  Seven  weeks  after 
the  delivery  the  dcatrix  in  the  abdomen  had  returned 
to  the  same  dimensions  as  before  the  pregnancy — ^five 
inches  and  a  half  in  length,  and  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in 
breadth. — ^Reported  in  Lancet f  December  6,  1851. 

Memoranda  m  If^antite  Therapemtic»,^Bj  Dr. 
Edward  Williams,  Dublin. 


Dr.  Williams  calls  attention  to  the  following  essentinL 
points  in  the  treatment  of  inftmtile  diseases: — lift. 
They  bear  blood-letting  badly,  with  not  unfreqnentlj 
fetal  results ;  much  caution,  therelbrB,  is  required,  and 
the  bleeding  from  leeches  is  difficult  to  dteck.  2Bd. 
Tartar  emetic  prostrates  them  much  more  than  adults, 
nor  do  they  rally  soon  from  its  effects ;  the  nervous 
system  becomes  partially  paralysed,  and  the  injurions 
tendency  of  the  medicine  is  shown  on  all  the  functiont 
of  the  body.  3rdly,  Opium  is  more  or  less  a  direct 
poison,  causing  not  unfrequently  congestion  of  tke 
cerebral  substance  and  an  apoplectic  tendency.  4tfa. 
Mercury  never  salivates  the  very  young  child.  5tii. 
Blisters  are  apt  to  slough,  and  therefore  should  never 
be  used  in  the  first  stage  of  acute  inflammetion  where 
there  is  capillary  engorgement  and  irritatum,  but  rather 
in  the  sub-acute  or  chronic  stage,  where  these  vessels  are 
stsgnated  and  indolent,  and  where  a  stimulus  is  required 
to  bring  into  healthy  action  these  dormant  vessels. 
6th.  The  diagnosis  of  disease  in  children  must  natnraUj 
be  difficult ;  they  cannot,  like  adults,  tell  you  of  their 
sufferings;  and  the  skill  of  the  medical  practitmner 
will  be  required  to  diagnose  disease  through  indireel 
means.  7th.  Mind  not  to  go  to  the  other  extreme, 
and  never  bleed,  never  give  tartar  emetic,  never  give 
opium^  never  blister :  remember,  extremes  are  danger- 
ous, t»  mediae  re$  tutiteimue  ibis.  Sometimes  you  have 
two  evils  to  choose  between,  viz., — the  injurious  ten- 
dency of  the  disease  if  left  unchecked  by  active  treat- 
ment, and  the  probably  injurious  action  of  the  treat- 
ment Remember,  one  is  a  certainty,  the  other  an 
uncertainty,  and  therefore  yon  should  choose  the  leaser 
evil. 

In  the  first  ten  or  twelve  months  of  infent  life,  when 
it  is  supported  entirely  hy  the  mother's  milk,  we  should, 
if  the  infent  suffers  from  ill-health,  always  make  in- 
quiries as  to  the  state  of  the  health  of  the  mother;  for 
feeding  the  child  with  other  milk,  either  artificial  or 
human  (that  of  a  nurse),  will  nearly  always,  in  these 
cases,  effect  a  cure  without  the  assistance  of  medicine, 
the  child  here  suffering  through  the  mother. 

Of  course  infents  require  smaller  doses  than  adnlts. 
Where  in  one  you  would  give  an  ounce,  in  the  other,  a 
year  or  two  old,  you  would  give  a  drachm. 

But  the  greatest  skill  is  to  discover  the  seat  of  the 
disease,  for  they  cannot  tell  you;  and  here  I  refer  yon 
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to  Dr.  Maimaell  and  ETaoBon's  work  on  the  '*  Diseases 
of  Children."  At  page  105  they  beaatifoHy  describe 
die  means  of  diagnosis  of  disease  in  the  three  great 
eimtiea  of  the  body — ^head,  chest,  and  abdomen. 
"Three  principal  indications  of  physiognomy  present 
themselTes,"  say  the  aathors,  **  connecting  a  particular 
set  of  featores  with  one  of  the  three  great  cavities^  as 
we  observed  when  speaking  of  the  temperaments,  and 
vdated  in  a  similar  manner.  The  expression  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  fhce,  the  forehead,  eyes,  and  brows, 
indicating  disease  of  the  brain  or  nervoos  system ;  the 
leatnres  of  the  middle  of  the  fooe,  in  particular  the 
nose,  being  affected  by  morbid  conditions  of  the  organs 
of  drcnlation  or  respiration ;  while  abdominal  affections 
am  in  a  peculiar  manner  pointed  out  hy  the  expression 
of  the  month  or  state  of  the  lips.'* 

When  the  brows  are  knit,  the  eyes  fixed  and  staring, 
or  looking  wild  or  vacant,  our  attention  is  at  once 
directed  to  the  head;  we  observe  whether  the  chUd 
puts  its  hand  to  its  head,  as  in  health  infants  seldom 
raise  the  hand  above  the  mouth;  next  examine  the 
papiilfl,  and  whether  the  limbs  are  rigid ;  these  and 
other  symptoms  are  evidences  of  disease  of  tiie  brain. 

Disease  of  the  chest  is  more  apparent,  and  the 
diagnosb  easier;  the  ear  will  do  much,  assisted  by  the 
eye,  and  other  symptoms. 

In  disease  of  the  abdomen  the  lips  are  retracted  or 
drmwn,  so  as  to  show  the  teeth  or  gums ;  the  oounte- 
aanee  pale,  sallow,  or  sunk;  the  child  lies  on  its  back 
with  its  knees  bent  or  dnwn  up,  and  is  pained  by  pressure 
OB  the  abdomen ;  diarrhoea  constantly  attends,  the 
stools  being  generally  thin,  green,  or  dark  brown  and 
fbedd ;  there  is  much  wasting ;  great  thirst,  partbularly 
cnving  for  oold  water,  and  other  symptoms.  Teething 
in  children  about  six  months  after  birth, 
there  is  sympathetic  irritation  in  various  parts  of 
Hie  body,  which  is  more  easily  relieved  by  lancing  the 
gnms,  tiius  easing  the  pressure  of  the  tooth,  the  cause 
also  being,  removed,  thaq  by  giving  medicines,  which 
only  palliate  for  a  time,  the  primary  cause  of  the  ail- 
ments still  remaining.-— ixmce/,  Nov.  29, 1851. 
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TWIN  PREGNANCIES. 

Ih  the  Editon  qfthe  Prwincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 

Gbmtlsmbn,-  In  the  Lancet  (Nov.  1),  at  page  415, 
m  a  raport  of  the  frequent  occurrence  of  twin  pregnancy, 
mder  the  care  of  Dr.  Tyler  Smith. 

The  report  states,  "We  recently  saw  a  patient  in 
St.  Mary's  Hospital,  the  subject  of  puerperal  mania, 
whose  obstetric  history  was  very  interesting  and 
]«uarkahle.  She  was  34  years  of  age,  was  not  the 
•object  of  pdvic  deformity,  and  had  had,  in  all,  seven 
labonn.  In  throe  of  these  she  had  given  birth  to 
twine,"  &c. 

Daring  an  engagement  with  L*  Owen  Fox,  Esq.,  of 
•Braighton,  Hampshire,  which  terminated  this  last 
•nuner,  I  attended  a  Mrs.  Phillips,  tiring  at  a  soUtary 


dwelling  in  the  outskirts  of  the  Stockbridge  Union. 
This  poor  woman  was  the  wife  of  a  labourer,  and  oi» 
three  eueeeeahe  occasions  gave  birth  to  twins;  these 
were  her  only  pregnancies.  Each  time  she  suffered 
much  fh>m  oedema  of  the  abdomen  and  lower  extremi- 
ties, which  retarded  the  progress  of  labour.  In  the- 
first  and  third  confinements  the  presentations  were 
natural,  in  the  second  an  arm  presented ;  turning,  of 
course,  was  necessary  in  the  last-mentioned  case. 

I  felt  some  anxiety  to  know  the  result  of  a  fourth 
preg^nancy ;  but  unfortunately  about  the  period  of  her 
last  lying-in  her  hnsband  received  an  injury  from 
the  wheel  of  a  waggon  passing  over  his  abdomen,  which 
censed  his  death. 

I  could  not  ascertain  whether  there  was  hereditary 
disposition  in  the  fiunily  to  plnraUty  of  births. 

I  have  never  seen  recorded  the  fact  of  a  woman 
having  given  birth  to  twins  three  times  in  succession.  If 
this  poor  woman  had  not  been  deprived  of  her  husband 
probably  her  fourth  pregnancy  might  have  proved  of  a 
similar  abnormal  character. 

I  am,  Grentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

November  3, 1851.  EDWIN  BISHOP. 


EXTRA-UTERINE    FOETATION,   HiEMORR- 
HAQE  AND  DEATH. 


7b  the  Editor  <if  the  Promndai  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 

Si&, — I  observe  in  your  last  number,  at  page  593, 
a  case  headed  **  Rupture  of  the  FaUopian  Tube,"  and 
recorded  by  Dr.  Whitton,  of  Llangollen,  that  so  nearly 
corresponds  with  one  that  fell  under  my  own  observa- 
tion, that  I  am  induced  to  send  it  to  you.  I  did  not 
see  the  patient  during  life,  but  was,  by  favour  of  my 
colleague,  Mr.  Braithwaite,  present  at  the  autopsy, 
which  took  place  April  30,  1840. 
^The  snbject  of  these  memoranda  was  a  young  woman, 
mother  of  four  children,  and  understood  to  be  at  the 
time  five  weeks  advanced  in  pregnancy.  She  was  in 
good  health  up  to  the  25th,  on  which  day,  while  in  the 
act  of  preparing  dinner,  she  first  felt  fidnt;  this  was 
accompanied  by  a  pain  in  the  belly  and  a  feeling  of 
alarm.  Mr.  Braithwaite  was  sent  for,  and  found  her 
paiiiiii  and  exhausted,  with  a  frequent  aifd  feeble  pulse  ; 
having  been  put  to  bed,  she  rallied  considerably  the 
foUowing  day,  but  on  the  third,  the  fiuntness  and  pain, 
with  some  sickness,  increased,  and  she  sank  whilst  in  a. 
state  of  syncope. 

Poet  mortem  appearancet. — Body  generally  blanched 
to  the  last  degree.  On  laying  open  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  it  was  found  distended  with  fluid  and  clotted 
blood;  there  was  no  trace  of  inflammatory  action. 
After  a  minute  search  we  discovered  the  source  of  the 
hemorrhage  to  be  a  ruptured  ovum  that  had  been 
arrested  in  its  transit  through  one  of  thefiEtllopian  tubes,. 
and  had  there  acquired  its  proper  bulk,  and  had  so  far 
passed  through  its  early  stages  without  prejudice  from 
abnormal  position ;  the  torn  surface  had  a  fibrinous 
or  placental  appeannce,  and  corresponded  with  the 
ovum  itself,  which  was  found  among  tiie  coagula.    But 
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not  the  least  interestizig  &ct  was  exhibited  within  the 
utertis  itself,  which  was  slightly  enlarged ;  the  deddm 
were  there  in  perfection,  and  in  a  state  according  with 
the  period  of  pregnancy,  and  thickly  lined  the  entire 
organ,  forming  a  bed  softer  than  one  of  down*  prepared 
and  awaiting  the  entrance  of  an  oocnpsnt,  which  was 
destined  to  perish  on  the  way,  and  to  cause  the  destroc* 
tion  of  the  parent  as  a  consequence. 

A  besntifiil  instance  this  of  the  independent  yet 
combined  and  synchronons  action  of  remote  parts  to 
effect  an  important  ol^ject.  The  utems  persiBted  in  its 
own  peealiar  duty  of  pre^paiation  so  long  as  the  onun 
Itself  retained  vitality;  yet,  doubtless,  had  this  patient 
lived  longer,  the  absorbents  of  the  uterus  would  quickly 
have  entered  on  their  duty  of  removing  the  dectdaa. 
Your  feithlttl  Swunt, 

CHARLES  LIN6EN. 

Hereford,  November  7',  1851. 


DR.  COOPER'S  ADDRESS  IN  MEDICINE. 


Do  the  Editon  qf  the  Provmeial  MiUcal  and  Swrgieai 
Joumai, 

Gbntlbmsn, — In  the  iQ9cently*issued  volume  of  the 
"Transactions''  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association,  I  see  a  paper  by  Dr.  Cooper,  of  Hull, 
which  was  read  as  the  "  Address  in  Medicine,"  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Eighteenth  Anniversary  Meeting,  and 
in  which  he  takes  up  a  subject  of  considerable  import- 
ance, namely,  "  the  relations  and  affinities  of  diseases, 
and  their  complications."  I  have  been  mudi  pleased 
vrith  the  care  and  labour  which  have  been  bestowed  on 
Dr.  Cooper's  paper,  but  I  must,  (in  justice  to  myself,) 
take  exception  to  the  remark,  that  hitherto  there  has 
been  "  no  attempt  made  to  trace  the  general  afllnities 
or  connections  of  diseased  actions."  If  he  will  do  bm 
the  fevour  to  torn  to  the  Lancet  for  August  3rd,  1844, 
he  will  find  the  first  of  a  scrfef  of  papers  on  the  subject 
Hiese  papers  were  unfortunately  printed  in  an  imperfeet 
form,  much  abridged  from  the  author's  original  MS., 
and  published  at  very  long  intervals ;  but  this,  not  from 
any  remissness  on  the  part  of  the  writer,  but  beeanse 
the  Editor  of  the  Lancet,  could  not  find  space  for  them, 
and  thought  that  articles  wfaidi  related  to  the  treatment 
of  disease  would  be  more  suitable  to  his  readers.*  These 
papers  (Paper  xix.)  terminate  with  the  following 
words : — "  In  concluding  these  essays  on  general  patho- 
logy, I  have  to  regret  many  imperfections,  and  some 
errors,  which  have  arisen  in  the  condensation  of  the 
matter  for  the  pages  of  the  Lancet,  I  have  also  to 
regret  that  srrangements  have  not  permitted  their  pub* 
lication  in  a  more  consecutive  form.  My  objeet  has 
been,  as  I  stated  at  the  commencement,  <  to  insist  on 
the  importance  of  a  philosophical  analysis  of  the  morbid 
phenomena,  with  a  view  to  a  just  estimation  of  the 
various  elementary  conditions  of  disease;  and  mora 
especially  to  direct  a  proper  attention  to  the  laws  of 
association,  by  which  these  conditions  are  united,  and 


*  TbBwnaU  pq^  is  oniltad  fron  tht  tadM,  butvill  U  kmAat 
.9iff«eS|YoLI,lS44. 


to  the  modifications  produeed  by  their  cO'eodstenee  an4 
complications.' " 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  my  essays  I  have  attonpted 
a  more  completely  analytical  and  synthetical  method  nC 
inquiry  than  that  pursued  by  Dr.  Cooper,  (irrespectiiif 
of  physiological  speculation)  and,  so  fer  as  I  know,  tM 
method  I  have  adopted,  and  which  appean  to  me  th^ 
most  philosophical,  is  original  with  myself.  I  aa^ 
gUd  to  welcome  Dr.  Cooper  as  a  writer  in  the  na^ 
field,  and  beg  to  subscribe  myself, 
Crentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
JAMES  BOWER  HARRISON. 

Higher  Broughton,  Manchester, 
Dec.  23,  1851. 


TREATMENT  OP  THE  INSANE. 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  ProvmeuU  Medical  and  Smyieai 
Journal, 


Sm,^*'  Insanity  does  not  admit  of  being 
It  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  human  befaig  to  embody 
within  the  limits  of  a  definition  all  the  peealiar  md 
characteristic  symptoms  of  human  deimngemeBt.'' 

So  writes  Mr.  Foibes  Winslow,  an  anthority  <ni  tht 
subject,  and  though  not  exacdy  my  anthority,  1 1 
mend  his  observation  to  many  who  eonrid 
oomplete  masters  of  the  subject,  and  who  have  not  to 
learn,  but  to  teach,—- 

^  And  v«  uvnbnt  d«*M  ■«■(  Ww." 

In  the  Medical  Gazette  for  October  31,  1851,  I  find 
that  Dr.  Monro  has  honoured  me  with  slighting  notice, 
and  I  request  permission  in  this  letter  to  handle  his 
remarks ;  it  is  not  my  intention  to  be  led  into  any  con- 
troversy, but  to  clear  my  way  I  must  refer  to  his 
observations.  He  is  no  very  formidable  critic,  nor 
have  I  yet  to  bow  to  the  chair  in  which  he  has  so  oom- 
plsoently  placed  himself.  I  call  not  for  his  sympathy, 
nor  vrill  his  opinion,  as  now  announced,  induce  me  to 
deviate  from  my  own.  He  writes  well  for  the  meridian 
of  Spring  Gardens.  He  would  say  something  to  me,  and 
I  would  say  something  to  him,  viz : — **  that  the  con- 
viction of  an  eidightened  age"  has  also  produced  many 
follies — ^none  greater  than  what  bear  upon  the  subject  of 
our  respective  papen. 

Our  views  are  altogether  diiEerent  upon  ^bc  manage* 
ment  of  insanity ;  mine  have  reference  only  to  the  la#, 
not  to  its  agents,  to  them  I  will  pay  every  tribute  of 
respect ;  but  if  Dr.  Monro  has  a  conviction  that  the 
judgment  of  these  "shepherds"  is  sometimes  inaecv- 
rate,  why  refuse  me  the  same  supposition  ? 

But  why  are  there  shepherds,  and  who  are  the  sheep  ? 
Are  private  establishments  not  to  be  considered  thefcr 
own  homes,  and  are  the  inmates  and  those  who  have 
their  care  to  be  continually  rabjeeted  to  snrveillanoB, 
snd  to  be  treated  as  if  tlietr  habitations  were  prow  to 
evil,  and  their  objects  more  the  desire  of  gain,  than  the 
efiectsofgood  management— of  cure,  if  possible;  if  not, 
of  rendering  their  lives,  as  mnch  as  may  be»  pieasurabte 
to  them?  It  is  a  cnrieus  philosophy  that  dtMtn 
nothing  can  be  right  but  what  its  own  opinion  reooofr- 
uends,  and  it  is  my  perfect  astonishment  that  at  tha 
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IMMot  daj  these  amnptaary  laws  should  be  permitted 
hi  our  code.  I  siy  again,  Che  law  is  inqoisitoria],  and 
eteiy  domicile  migbt  be  subjected  to  it. 

Where  the  inaanitj  of  State  government  begins  or 
cuds,  I  know  not,  but  I  know  pretty  well  with  whom 
lest  the  advantages. 

Hie  law  has  now  been  in  full  operation  for  some 
f  eats.  Can  any  statistical  aooonnt  be  published  of 
i»atients  whose  cares  have  been  prevented  or  delayed, 
«r  to  whom  this  act  has  consequently  been  beneficial  ? 
Br.  Monro  lays  down  four  rules  for  more  frequent 
supervision,  and  Aese  be  they : — 

1. — Frequent  visits  are  necessary  to  free  the  minds  of 
patients  of  injurious  anxiety. 

Whatever  may  be  the  experience  of  Dr.  Monro  upon 
this  point,  it  differs  essentially  from  mine.  A  patient 
poBBCsscd  with  the  delusion  of  being  unjustly  confined^ 
will  only  consider  the  Commissioner  as  being  in  league 
with  other  parties,  and  so  strengthen  the  delusion.  The 
«ndeavoarto  obtain  "  unrestricted  confidence"  between 
lihysician  and  patient  will  much  more  tend  to  obviate 
Ihia  feeling. 

2. — Fkvqnent  visits  are  neoessaiy  to  free  the  mind 
of  the  proprietor  in  doubtful  matters  of  discharge. 

i  have  never  had  a  doubt  as  to  the  proper  course  to 
he  taken  in  such  a  case.  There  is  no  test  so  good  as 
jeqneettng  a  relation  or  an  intimate  friend  to  visit  the 
ol(iect  of  sueh  doabt,  and  to  remain  some  days. 
I  have  derived  much  satisfaction  from  this  mode  of  pro- 
ceediag,  and  I  afix  the  most  value  to  the  opinion  thus 
gateed.  I  am  soivy  I  cannot  complimoJkt  Dr.  Monro 
wpon  the  aigoments  he  uses  in  support  of  his  views.  I 
■hall  leave  them,  however,  where  I  found  them. 

3. — Fluent  visits  are  wanted  to  settle  matters  of 
unavoidable  disagreement  between  patients  and  their 
ordinary  superintendents  and  advisers. 

The  whole  arguments  produced  to  support  this 
position  I  have  a  right  entirely  to  deny ;  and  I  believe 
they  will  be  found  contrary  to  experience. 

4. — Fkvquent  visitation  is  necessary  to  free  the  mind 
of  Ibe  Commissioner  of  those  uiaccuracies  of  judgment 
whieh  rare  visitation  engenders. 

This  may  be  an  exoellent  alignment  for  frequent 
in  the  reoeptades  of  crime,  conviction,  re- 
;  but  it  comes  with  a  very  bad  grace  from  a 
r  of«the  medical  profmon.  What,  are  we  to 
be  trvsted  with  management  of  all  other  diseases,  and 
bk  this  akme  la  our  iatelleotnal  and  moial  scnie  to  he 
hoodwinked?  If  insanity  be  a  disease,  pray  let  the 
pnoper  medicine  be  employeJ,  and  do  not  seek  for  th« 
o«t  of  its  proper  eewrse. 

To  flhistrate  this  a  little.  From  the  incidents  belonging 
to  life  I  have  bad  some  changes  of  matrons ;  some  have 
named,  othen  have  sought  and  obtained  higher  advaa- 
tagss,  their  great  recommendatioa  being  the  education 
they  had  received.  I  never  knew  one  who  did  not 
presume  herself  mistv«ss  of  all  her  duties  as  soon  as 
ahe  stepped  Into  the  house.  I  never  knew  one  who,  in 
I  of  •  few  weeks*  did  not  complain  of  diifi^ 
d  of  fMeapeeted  annoyances.  These  soon 
B  a  gwalwr  knowledge  and  axperieoce  en- 
Mkd  not  <m^  has  left  me  without  sorrow 
on  both  parte,  for  1  well  knew  I  had  aoother  toeduoats. 
sfriMDaaawtooirlidfod  it  viMi  WNMtima  before 


they  oould  understand  the  peculiarities  and  proper 
guidance  of  their  patients ;  but  the  inference  of  the 
Legislature  seems  now  to  be,  that  experience  is  but  a 
fUladous  guide,  and  that  the  superintendence  of  the 
fourth  order  of  the  class  neuroses,  should  be  principally 
intrusted  to  those  whose  education  and  habits  of  life 
have  given  them  very  little  practical  illustration  as  to- 
their  modes  of  acting  upon  the  human  system ;  or  how 
often  false  conceptions  or  theories  may  act  most  ruin- 
ously upon  the  interesfs  of  the  individual  and  those  of 
his  Ihmily.  I  wriiie  ttom  what  I  know,  and  ftt>m  no 
specious  deductions  ?  I  take  my  present  leave  of  Dr. 
Monro,  probably  we  may  have  to  meet  again.  Writing 
aa  I  do,  and  with  the  thorough  conviction  I  am  right, 
I  accept  his  Virgilian  quotation — 

"  In  n  eede  mails,  »ti  eontn  audntior  ito^" 

'  The  spirit  of  Dr.  Monro's  paper  appears  best  in  its 
conclusion,  and  in  many  remarks  I  can  concur ;  but  I 
must  protest  against  the  proprietor  of  a  private  estab- 
lishment being  considerad  an  inferior  officer  to  a 
commissioner.  Is  not  the  profession  of  medicine  the 
profession  of  a  gentleman ;  and  because  Parliament  may 
have  insisted  upon  knowing  whether  my  house  is  clean, 
according  to  a  settled  plan  then  arranged,  am  I  to  bo 
degraded  and  presumed  to  follow  a  menial  occupation. 
The  House  of  Commons,  by  their  enactments,  certainly 
went  near  to  lower  the  **  status"  of  a  resident  proprietor, 
medical  or  otherwise ;  but  the  good  sense  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  prindpally,  I  believe,  by  the  advice  of  the 
late  Lord  Shaftesbury,  amended  the  bill.  To  elevate, 
not  to.  depress,  would  have  been  the  best  means  of 
inducing  persons  of  respectability  to  engage  in  under- 
tikiiigs,  arduous,  painful,  sometimes  ungrateful.  Now 
If  I  were  to  begin  life  •gtm,  with  the  competent  know- 
ledge I  possess  of  the  physiology  and  treatment  of 
insanity,  I  should  long  hesitate  before  I  entered  into 
Ifiat  branch  of  practice. 

In  none  of  my  letters  have  I  mentioned  Mr.  Perceval's 
name.  The  report  I  received  was  signed  by  many. 
He  must  be  a  sincere  friend  who  sent  him  the  extracts 
fH>m  your  journal,  to  which  he  alludes.  This  Friend's 
Society  insists  upon  opinions  they  have  formed :  why 
may  1  not  oppose  theipa,  provided  I  do  so  with  weapona 
proper  for  the  encounter  ?  I  have  particularized  none,  I 
have  libelled  none ;  the  admission  of  my  letters  in  your 
journal  is  a  guarantee  for  this ;  and  though  for  a  time 
I  may  use  an  "  anonyme,"  it  is  more  for  the  sake  of 
ctonvenience,  than  of  refuge.  I  am  not  sore  upon  any 
paint  of  position  in  which  I  am  placed.  I  have  written 
ftom  honest  oonriction,  and  from  a  belief  that  an 
injurious  tendency  as  to  the  management  of  the  insano 
is  prevailing,  and  is  contradictory  to  sound  views  upon 
the  subject.  Surely  Mr.  Perceval,  whose  character  I 
somewhat  know,  and  its  amiable  traits,  will  acknow- 
ledge there  can  be  *'  zeal  without  discretion,"  and  that 
much  harm  may  be  Irflbcted  by  an  insane  desire  to  do 
good.     {Vid,  Art,  Poei.  Lm,,  38,  etteq,) 

But  the  opinions  of  those  who  have  noticed  my 
remarks  are  essentially  different  from  my  own.  I  con- 
sider insanity  a  disease  that  may  be  cured,  relieved,  or 
gnkled  undar  the  direction  of  experience,  without 
theoretiGal  or  metaphysical  reasonings  or  reiterated 
iavestigatioBa  «iteriikg  into  soah  prooeas.  Ihe  law 
iSens  to  tUnk  it  a  variatiaD  of  homan  naturov  whicfc^ 
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falls  under  its  immediate  care,  and  most  therefore 
establish  a  corps  of  officers  to  sweep  the  rooms  of  the 
domicile,  to  cleanse  the  breasts  of  the  proprietors,  and 
to  prevent  fraud  and  injustice  taking  the  place  of 
natural  afection,  of  social  endearment,  and  of  human 
sympathy* 

Yours  obediently, 

£.  B. 


BRISTOL  ROYAL  INFIRMARY  MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 

Journal. 

Sir, — My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  letter  in 
the  last  number  of  your  yaluable  journal,  referring  to 
some  observations  I  had  lately  made  in  an  address 
delivered  to  the  members  of  the  Student  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Society  annexed  to  the  Bristol  Royal 
Infirmary. 

I  then  stated  that  I  was  not  aware  that  Student 
Debating  Societies,  similar  in  character  to  the  one 
established  in  Bristol,  had  yet  been  founded  in  the 
provinces.  It  appears,  however,  from  your  con«spon- 
denf  8  letter  that  sevexul  meetings  had  been  held  of  a 
Student  Debating  Society,  in  connexion  with  the 
Queen's  College,  Birmingham,  before  our  Bristol 
Association  had  commenced  its  meetings. 

I  beg  now  to  correct  my  error,  and  to  assure  your 
'Correspondent  that  I  am  truly  glad  to  find  that  our 
Bristol  Society  does  not  stand  alone. 

The  lively  interest  I  take  in  the  advancement  of  the 
-medical  student,  and  the  strong  feeling  I  entertain  of  the 
great  advantage  he  may  derive  from  these  associations, 
in  connexion  with  his  hospital  studies,  would  lead  me 
to  view  with  sincere  satisfaction  the  general  establish- 
ment of  Debating  Societies  of  this  character ;  and  I 
trust  that  the  example  held  out  by  the  students  of 
Queen's  College,  Birmingham,  may  be  universally 
followed  in  our  provincial  schools. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HARRISON, 

Smtor-timeon  to  tb*  Biiitol  Bofal  JaMrmaxj, 

Tecnnber  17,  1851. 


MEDICAL  BENEVOLENT  COLLEGE. 


A  MBETiNO  of  the  profession  was  held  in  the  Medical 
Institution,  Liverpool,  on  Friday,  November  28th,  but 
owing  to  some  mistake  the  report  was  not  forwarded  to 
us  for  insertion  at  the  time.  Through  the  kindness  of 
Dr.  Dickinson  wa  are  now  enabled  to  lay  befcne 
our  readers  the  following  extract  from  the  Liverpool 
-Courier  i — 

"  A  public  meeting,  confined  in  this  instance  to  the 
medical  profession,  which  was  held  in  the  Medical 
Institution,  on  Friday  evenmg  last,  leads  us  to  embrace 
the  opportunity  of  bringing  before  our  readers  the 
constitution  of  this  charity,  and  earnestly  soliciting  the 
co-operation  of  the  public  in  Its  behalf.     We  sdddm 


speak  in  vain  in  advocating  Christian  benevoleno^  and 
if  we  would  on  this  occasion  speak  warmly,  it  is  becauie 
"the  heart  kooweth  his  own  bitterness."  But  we 
would  not  permit  ourselves  to  be  led  away  by  feeling 
in  a  matter  which  demands  judgment.  We  woiild  not 
magnify  evils  that  good  might  come.  We  would  speak 
soberly  the  words  of  simple  truth. 

"  It  is  8  marked  feature  of  the  day,  that  people  an 
becoming  more  alive  to  the  principles  of  co-operatioB 
in  the  extension  of  the  blessings  of  diarity,  and  the 
laying  up  in  store  some  provision  for  the  future.  Life 
Assurance  Societies,  which  are  rapidly  extending  over 
the  country,  have  stimulated  another  class  of  the  com- 
munity to  the  establishment  of  benefit  societies.  But 
there  are  cases  of  need,  where,  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, and  from  natural  causes,  these  excellent  instil- 
tutions  fiiil  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  necessitous. 
A  Life  Assurance  Society,  supposing  the  principal 
payable  at  death,  or  that  an  annuity  is  granted  in  old 
age,  implies  an  ability  on  the  part  of  the  insured  to 
meet  the  annual  subscription.  He  is  provident  for  his 
family  in  the  one  case;  he  guards  himself  to  a  certain 
extent  against  the  reverse  of  fortune  in  the  other. 
But  in  either  he  is  required  to  furnish  in  money, 
depending  in  amount  upon  the  question  of  probabilities, 
an  equivalent  to  the  sum  paid  by  the  society.  This, 
then,  does  not  come  within  the  range  of  charity ;  it  is 
a  business  transaction  entirely,  and  to  it  our  observa- 
tions are  intended  to  apply. 

"  But  we  come  to  an  institution  purely  charitable— the 
Medical  Benevolent  Fund — represented  by  a  committee 
of  most  respectable  gentiemen,  and  identified  with  Mr. 
Newnham,  of  Famham.  The  object  of  this  excellent 
charity  is,  to  provide  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability 
temporary  relief  in  cases  of  extreme  urgency.  Of  it, 
while  we  commend  it  warmly,  we  do  not  intend  to  say 
more  than  that  the  last  report  is  before  us,  and  the 
cases  referred  to  as  relieved  during  tiie  past  year  are 
very  touching. 

"  We  come  now  to  the  special  object  of  our  remarks — 
the  Medical  Benevolent  Collie.  It  was  only  in  Tune 
^ast  that  this  society  was  established ;  and  at  the  miset- 
ing  in  this  town  on  Friday  the  profession  unanimously 
testified  to  its  importance,  and  pledged  themsdives  to 
support  it  to  the  utmost.  Although  exelnsively  profes- 
sional in  the  distribution  of  its  charity,  it  is  genend  in 
the  elements  of  its  support.  For  this  reason  do  wa 
appeal  earnestly  to  the  public.  It  numbers  among  its 
office-bearers  several  of  our  peers,  three  of  our  bishops, 
besides  clerical,  medical,  and  lay  members.  Its  respec- 
tability is  stamped ;  its  extension  will  depend  upon  a 
benevolent  public;  its  utility  will,  under  God's  blessing, 
be  felt  by  those  sheltered  below  its  roof;  and  in' after 
years,  when  the  children  educated  within  its  walls  shall 
have  entered  upon  the  active  business  of  their  lives,  its 
remembrance  will  be  cherished,  and  blessings  descend 
upon  the  benefactors. 

"  Shall  we  be  forced  to  say  an  appeal  m  laveipool  has 
been  in  vain  ?  In  Liverpool,  when  the  medical  pro- 
fession is  periodically  exposed  to  more  than  the  usual 
dangers  attending  the  cure  of  infectious  and  oontagioiis 
diseases ;  and  where  sevenl  slways  fidl  victims  wheo 
these  epidemioB  break  out  ? 

*'  The  flGbsoM  rooommsDds  itMlf  to  « 
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well  M  to  our  heart,  and  with  this  conviction  do  we 
stand  forth  as  its  warm  advocates.  Sabscriptions  will 
be  received  by  Dr.  Dickinson,  the  sealons  secretary  for 
this  town;  or  by  Robert  Biekersteth,  Esq.,  the 
President  of  the  Local  Association. 

"  As  an  object  for  charitable  bequest  this  institntion  is 
-peculiarly  fitted.  A  happy  reaction  is  likely  before 
long  to  take  place,  and  as  formerly  bequests  were  for 
the  most  part  confined  to  the  children  of  the  lower 
classee,  and  hi  a  fow  cases  to  those  of  tradesmen,  so 
now  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  a  far  more  desirable 
purpose  will  be  served  by  the  legacies  of  the  benevolent. 
Few  know  the  wretchedness  of  poverty  so  much  as  the 
educated;  and  in  their  case  private  feelings  usually 
prevent  the  making  known  their  sufferings.  The 
northern  metropolis,  plethoric  with  its  palaces  for 
efaildien,  but  poor  in  its  hospitals  for  the  sick  or  the 
decayed  in  worldly  means,  feels  it  to  be  an  infliction 
whenever  a  testator  wills  his  fortune  in  the  former 
channel ;  and  on  a  recent  occasion  spoke  out  through  the 
press  against  the  evil.  But  there  has  risen  up  in  that 
city  a  strong  desire  liberally  to  endow  a  retreat  for 
decayed  gentlewomen,  and  we  wish  it  all  success. 
Let  the  rich  look  to  this,  and  learn  to  act  with  wis- 
dom in  the  making  of  their  beqnesfcB.  In  London  a 
jrimHar  desire  has  more  recently  been  emphatically 
expressed  in  fovour  of  literary  men,  and  a  noble 
'Guild'  will  ere  long  extend  its  aid  to  the  man  of 
letters.  Governesses'  Institutions  on  similar  principles, 
and  retreats  for  the  widows  and  children  of  the  clergy, 
«ro  likely  soon  to  extend  the  comforts  of  a  home  and 
the  blessings  of  religion  to  those  for  whom  they  are 
intended.  Here  we  find  the  medical  profession  large 
in  numbers,  fiir  firom  rich  as  a  body,  and  liberal  in  gifts 
of  benevolenee  beyond  that  of  any  other  profession,  the 
clerical  not  excepted,  asking  help  for  the  endowment  of 
a  building  such  as  that  for  which  we  plead.  Let  them 
not  ask  for  naught." 

Such  an  address  as  this,  emanating  from  the  general 
press  of  the  great  commercial  town  of  Liverpool,  must 
indeed  be  gratifying  to  the  founder  and  well-wishers  of 
tiiis  noble  institution,  as  well  as  productive  of  the 
greatest  good  in  forwarding  the  consummation  of  their 
t>bject. 

WrrH  the  view  of  assisting  this  benevolent  under- 
taking, the  medical  men  of  Bedford  held  a  meetmg  on 
Wednesday  evening,  the  17di  of  December,  and 
unanimously  passed  the  following  resolutbns,  viz. : — 

1 .  That  the  establishment  of  an  asylum  for  distressed 
medical  men  and  their  widows,  and  a  school  for  the 
education  of  their  sons,  is  an  object  worthy  of  ^e 
cordial  support  of  the  profession,  and  has  strong  claims 

'  on  the  sympathy  of  the  public. 

2.  That  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  in 
Bedford  forming  this  meeting  pledge  themselves  by  all 
available  means  to  assist  the  accomplishment  of  so 
desirable  an  object,  and  earnestly  exhort  their  profes- 
flional  brethren  and  friends  throughout  the  country  to 
■aid  them  in  carrying  it  out. 

3.  That  a  local  Committee  be  formed,  consisting  of 
the  foUowUig  gentlemen,  for  the  purpose  of  oo-operating 
with  the  Central  Committee  in  London,  and  of  receiving 


subscriptions  and  donations  from  the  profession  and 
public,  namely :— Isaac  Hurst,  Esq.,  R.  Couchman, 
Esq..  W.  ThuraaU,  Esq.,  Dr.  Dick,  J.  Harris,  Esq., 
W.  Bailey,  Esq.,  C.  Robinson,  Esq.,  and  Dr.  Barker. 
»  4.  That  Isaac  Hurst,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  be  requested 
to  accept  the  office  of  Chairman,  and  Dr.  Barker  that 
of  Honorary  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  to  the  Local 
Committee. 

Several  donations  and  subscriptions  have  already  been 
promised  in  this  town  and  neighbourhood.  * 
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ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
Monday,  December  22  : — Dr.  Bishop,  Albion  Street, 
Hyde  Park ;  Dr.  Garrod,  Hartley  Street ;  Dr.  Hassall, 
Pirk  Street,  Grosvenor  Square;  Dr.  Wilks,  Bethel 
Place,  Camberwell. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
the  19th  ult: — John  Crown  Agnis,  Harewood  square, 
Regent's  Park;  Lewis  Hitchin  Archer,  Southampton 
Row;  John  Breakey,  Monaghan;  Erlin  Clarke,  Wor- 
cester;  George  Mallet  Coventry,  Llanrwst,  Denbigh- 
shire; Joseph  Gibson  Dowse,  Manchester;  Henry 
Greenway,  Plymouth ;  Joseph  James  Harding,  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne;  George  Pishey  Thompson  Hill, 
Boston,  Lincolnshire;  Bernard  Kavanagh,  Limerick; 
Daniel  O'Donovan,  Limerick;  Albert  Daniel  Smith, 
Nailsworth,  Gloucestershire;  Richard  Wilkinson, 
Bradford,  Yorkshire ;  John  H.  Wilson,  Shrewsbury, 
Salop ;  John  Hancock  Wolstenholme,  Bolton,  ] 
shire;  William  Talbot  Young,  Madras. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  lliursday,  Decem- 
ber 18th,  1851:— Henry  Powell  Bannister,  London; 
Richard  Evans,  Devonport;  Frederick  B.  Fulcher, 
Maidstone;  Henry  John  Harrison,  London;  James 
M*Cann,  Ireland;  Robert  Brockman  Newhouse, 
Dover;  Josiah  Ramskill,  Leeds;  Albert  Taylor, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  also  admitted  on 
Wednesday,  December  24th,  1851 :— Thomas  William 
Craster,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne;  Iberson  Izod,  Bir- 
min^^iam;  Thomas  Henry  Mayne,  Barnstaple,  near 
Devon ;  Frederick  White  Palmer,  Island  House,  near 
Looghborough;  Charies  Pftrdey,  Leeds;  Charles 
Warden,  Birmingham. 


SUFFOLK  ASYLUM. 

The  Visitmg  Justioes  of  the  Suffolk  Asylum,  witfi 
their  Medical  Officer,  have  transmitted  a  memorial  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of 
criminal  Innatioi  firom  hospitals  for  the  insane. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNIVERSITY  OP   LONDON. 

M.D.  Examination.    1851. 

Hni  DhfUUm:  Robert  Growse,  Gay's  Hospital; 
Samuel  Osborne  Habershon,  Gay's  Hospital ;  William 
Bird  Herapath,  Bristol  Medical  School  and  London 
Hospital ;  John  Braxton  Hicks,  Gay's  Hospital ;  Chas. 
Bland  Radcliffe,  Leeds  School  of  Medidne;  Henry 
Hyde  Salter,  King's  Co\legt,^Sec<md  Division :  Arthur 
Hill  Hassall,  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland ; 
James  Jones,  Royal  College  of  Suigeona  in  Ireland. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


John  R.  Grahamsley,  M.D.,  of  the  University  of 
Edinbniigh,  and  Honorary  Assistant-Physician  of  the 
Royal  Edinburgh  Asylum,  Momingside,  has  been 
appointed  Resident  Medical  Superintendent  of  the 
Worcester  City  and  County  Lunatic  Asylum.  There 
were  57  candidates  for  the  appointment. 

Dr.  Chambers  has  been  elected  Physician  to  the 
Royal  Free  Hospital^  Giay's  Inn  Road. 


MORE  ARSENIC  POISONING. 

At  the  Court  of  Assizes  in  France,  Helen  J^gado,  a 
servant,  waa  put  upon  her  trial  for  seren  murders  by 
arsenic,  in  1850.  The  evidence  showed  that,  during 
her  life,  no  less  than  forty-three  persons  had  been 
poisoned  by  her,  including  several  of  her  mistresses, 
masters,  and  fellow-servants.  Her  counsel  pleaded 
insanity,  but  the  jury  gave  no  credit  to  such  a  mon- 
omania, and  found  her  guilty.  She  was  accordingly 
sentenced  to  be  executed. 


INOCULATION  AND  VACCINATION. 

An  interesting  instance  of  the  value  of  inoculation 
under  certain  circumstances,  has  just  occurred  among 
the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians.  The  small-pox,  which  is 
usually  80  fetal  to  the  aboriginal  race,  and  which  some- 
times sweeps  off  whole  tribes  at  once,  recently  appeared 
in  the  Sac  and  Fox  community,  and  there  they  were 
induced  to  diet,  encamp  together,  and  be  inoculated 
with  small-pox  virus.  Fifteen  hundred,  out  of  twenty* 
"six  hundred,  submitted  to  the  operation,  and  not  one 
died  that  was  not  previously  affected  with  the  disease. 
About  110  have  died  before  thb  measure  was  adopted. 
None  took  the  disease  who  had  been  previously  vacci- 
nated.— New  York  Medical  Timet. 


MIDLAND  OBSERVATORY. 

Mr.  Henry  Lawson,  of  3ath,  has  offined  to  transfer 
the  whole  of  his  valuable  astronomical,  meteorological, 
and  optical  apparatus,  (cost  ;f  10,000,)  together  with  a 
contribution  of  1,000  guineas,  to  trustees,  for  the 
purpose  of  founding  a  Midland  Observatory.  The 
Town  Council,  before  whom  the  subject  was  brought, 
Jbad  DO  power  to  vote  money  for  tho  purpose;  but  a 
public  tobscription  is  likdy  to  be  aei  on  foot. — Medical 
Timet. 


FREE  CANCER  HOSPITAL. 

A  widow  lady  residing  in  Berkshire,  has  offend  ^fyf 
guineas,  to  be  paid  in  Maich  next,  in  aid  of  the  funds- 
of  the  Free  Cancer  Hospital,  Cannon  Row,  Parliament 
Street,  provided  nineteen  other  similar  sums  be  forth- 
coming at  that  time  for  the  like  charitable  purpose. 
Communications  to  be  addressed  to  the  chairman,  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Ogilvy,  or  the  secretary,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Cockerill,  No.  1,  Cannon  Row,  Westminster.  We 
can  hardly  doubt  that  this  most  generous  proposition 
will  be  rendered  available,  and  that  benevolent  persona 
will  be  found  to  make  up  the  required  amount. — Qlobe, 


OBITUARY. 

December  21st,  at  Cockermouth,  aged  27  years.  Dr. 
Addison  Byers. 

At  his  residence,  5,  Oriel  Place,  Cheltsnham,  Dr, 
James  Arthur,  aged  71. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

Neoralgia;  its  various  Forms,  Pathology,  and  IVeat- 
meut.  By  C.  Toogood  Downing,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S. 
(The  Jacksonian  Prize,  1851.)  London :  J.  Churchill, 
pp.  375. 

Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  Dec.,  1851. 

London  Journal  of  Medicine,  Dec.,  1851. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

NOTICB     TO     MBMBBRS. 

Gentlemen  will  observe  that  the  Annual  Subscriptions 
become  due  on  the  First  of  January,  chose  who  have 
not  yet  paid  their  subscriptions  for  the  current  year,  or 
who  are  in  arrears,  are  requested  to  forward  the  amount 
due  either  to  the  Secretary  of  the  district  in  which  they 
reside,  or  to  the  Treasurer  or  Secretary  of  the  Assoda- 
tioD,  Worcester. 

Members  who  wish  to  propose  Associates  are  r^ 
minded,  that  as  the  subscription  commenced  on  the 
first  of  January,  it  is  the  most  convenient  time  to 
introduce  new  Anociates. 

It  is  also  particularly  requested  that  all  post-office 
orders  should  be  sent  either  to  the  Treasurer  or  Secretary^ 
who  alone  ha^e  the  power  of  giving  receipts. 

JAMES  P.  SHEPPARD,  Secratwy. 
Worcester,  January,  1652. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Dr.  Oke,  Mr. 
Reid,  Dr.  Cormack,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Harvey^ 
and  the  Manchester  Medico-Ethical  Society. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communications 
connected  with  the  Editorial  department  be  sent  to 
J.  H.  Walsh,  Esq.,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester. 
Parcels  and  books  for  review  may  be  addressed  ta 
the  care  of  Mr.  Churefaai,  Princes  Street,  Sofao. 
But  all  communications  respecting  the  routine 
busineas  of  the  Association  should  be  forwarded  t» 
James  P.  Sheppard,  Esq.,  the  Socretary  of  the 
Aisociation. 
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NOTES 

OH  turn 

TKBATMENT  OF  GUEABLE  DISEASES  • 
By    W.   S.   OKE,    M.D., 

mitf-UttmH^U^  ika  Xoffll  CotU^e  9f  PAyn«MMb  PAyitetm  to  tU 
Jtoysl  A91UA  ITaata  I^/frMir|r,  ^. 

Ophthalmia  Intamtum  Purulenta. 

This  land  of  inflsmmation  is  commviileated  to  the 
conjunctival  mentbrane  of  the  child  by  its  coming  in 
contact  with  specific  cBschiirge  during  the  passaige  of  the 
head  throttgh  the  vagina.  It  takes  place  soon  aifter 
tfhth,  and  is  easily  snbdaed  in  the  incipient  stage ;  ^nt 
if  neglected,  and  the  coraeee  are  involved,  the  worst 
oonaeqnences  w3I  ensue;  indeed,  it  may  tmly  be 
asserted  that  the  vision  will  be  as  certainly  preserved 
by  early  and  jndicioas  measures  as  it  will  be  lost  by 
procrastination.  The  palpebtte  are  inflamed,  swollen, 
and  closed ;  and  upon  being  slightly  compressed  a  con- 
sidersble  quantity  of  purulent  matter  will  be  discharged. 
in  this  case,  as  in  strumous  ophthalmia,  very  much  wQ} 
depend  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  local  remedies 
sore  applied. 

Some  competent  attendasit  must  be  instraeted  to 
inject  the  lotion  (1)  betwiit  the  palpebrse  and  the 
globe  of  the  eye  twice  a  day,  tiiat  it  may  be  done 
effectually.  After  this  the  tarsi  are  to  be  lightly 
smeared  with  the  ointment  (2) ;  folds  of  hnen,  made 
wet  with  saturnine  wash,  are  to  be  constantly  laid  upon 
the  swollen  palpebrse;  and  the  powder  (3)  is  to  be 
given  in  gruel  or  syrup  three  times  a  day. 

1 . — R.  Argenti  Nitratis,  gr.  viij. 
Aquee  Destillatce,  f.,  ox.  ij. 
Misce.      Injidatur  pauxillum    intra  palpebras  bis 
quotidie. 

2.— R.  Unguenti  Hyd.  Nit.  Oxidi,  dr.  j. 

Cum  quo  lioentur  palpebrse,  bis  die. 
3.— R.  Hydrargyri  Chloridi.,  gr.  ss. 
Ptthr.  Tragao.  Comp.,  gr.  iv. 
Fiat  dosis  ter  die  sumenda. 

Fjsbris  JuNioRuif  Rbmittrks. 

I  have  used  the  word  juniorum  instead  of  infantum,  as 
this  remittent  affects  'children  from  one  year  old  to  about 
ten.  The  cure  of  this  disease  is  greatly  promoted  by 
medicine,  if  not  wholly  effected  by  it.  The  following  is  a 
sketch  of  the  symptoms : — ^The  bowels  are  irregular 
and  generally  inactive;  there  is  a  total  loss  of  appetite, 
and  a  remarkably  foul  and  undigested  state  of  the  foecal 
evacuations  \  the  urine  is  high  coloured ;  the  pulse  is 
rapid ;  there  is  a  burning  heat  of  the  skin  at  night, 
with  restlesaoess  or  delirium,  but  during  the  day  there 
are  several  remissions,  in  which  the  child  appears  to  be 
comparatively  better,  and  drowsy.  The  cheeks  are 
often  flushed;  the  hands  tremble;  the  nose  and  lips 
are  constantly  picked,  and  the  child  becomes  peevish, 
and  cries  if  an  atttempt  be  made  to  prevent  it. 

It  is  sometimes  scarcely  possible  not  to  confound  this 

*  Continned  fr^jm  ])«ye  6M  of  but  Tolume. 
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disease  with  the  tarty  stages  of  some  inflammatory  con- 
ditions of  the  brain. 

There  may  be  chilliness,  vomiting,  fever,  with  a  rapid 
pulse,  constipation,  occasional  drowsiness,  restlessness 
and  delirium  in  both.  But  if  it  be  truly  stated  that 
this  kind  of  remittent  be  derived  from  intestinal  causes, 
then,  by  attentively  observing  whether,  upon  the  whofo, 
the  s3^mptoms  point  to  the  cerebral  or  abdominal  ftmc- 
tions,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  come  to  a  sufficiently 
correct  conclusion  to  direct  the  treatment.  Acute 
headache,  whether  gestured  or  expressed,  intolerance 
of  light,  starting  in  the  sleep,  and  grinding  of  the 
teeth,  would  decide  for  the  former ;  whilst  the  absence 
of  these,  irregular  remissions  of  fever  during  the  day, 
a  burning  skin  in  the  night,  and  a  disgust  of  food,  would 
evidence  the  latter,  and,  therefore,  the  present  disease. 

The  indications  of  cure  are : — Ist,  to  clear  out  the 
alimentary  canal,  and  reduce  the  fever;  2nd,  to  im- 
prove the  digestive  function,  and  strenghthen  the 
system.  The  first  will  best  be  accomplished  by  Nos. 
1,  2,  and  3,  and  the  second  by  4. 

1. — R.  Hydrarg.  Chloridi.;  gr.  j. 

Pulv.  Scammonii.  Comp.,  gr.  v. 
Misce  fiat  pulvis  quart&  quRque  bora  sumendus  donee 
satis  operaverit. 

2.— R.  Hydrargyri  cum  Cretft,  gr.  vi. 
Antimonii  Pot.  Tart.,  gr.  iss. 
Sacchari.  Purificat,  dr.  ss. 
Misoe  et  divide  in  cbartolas  sex  snmat  unam  iertiis 
horis. 

After  the  bowels  have  been  cleared,  they  may  be 
moderately  acted  upon  every  morning  by — 

3. — R.  Magnes.  Sulph.,  dr.  ss. 
Inf.  Rhei.,  dr.  iij. 
Syrupi  Zingiberis,  dr.  j. 
Misce  fiat  haustus. 

The  system  is  to  be  supported  through  the  course  of 
the  disease  with  farinaceous  fluids,  dilute  milk,  light 
animal  broths,  and  ripe  fruits;  and  when  the  febrile 
action  has  subsided,  we  may  commence  the  tonic— 

4.— R.  duinse  Disulphatis,  gr.  iss. 
Acidi  Sulph.  Dil.,  gtt.  vj. 
Tinct.  Card.  Comp. 
Syrupi  Simplicis,  sing,  di*.  ij. 
Aquee  PurK,  oz.  iise. 
Misce  capiat  sextam  vel  partem  ter  die. 

R.  Infusi.  CascarillK 

Misturae  Camphone  sing,  oc!  iss. 
Ammoniee  Sesquicarb.,  gr.  vj. 
Syrupi  Aurantii,  dr.  ij. 
Misce.    Capiat  cochleare  largum  tinum  ter  die. 

Cynanche  T&achbalis  :  Incipient  Stags. 

This  disease  is  the  result  of  inflammation  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  trachea,  and  the  deposit  of  false 
membrane  upon  its  surfiace.  The  respiratory  appears  to 
be  the  only  mucous  membrane  that  is  so  frequently  sub- 
ject to  fibrinous  deposits ;  the  conjunctival,  the  nasal,  the 
oesophageal,  and  the  urethral  being  almost  exempt  from 
such  a  result.  It  is  difficult  to  explahx  why  childmi 
should  be  so  much  more  liable  to  croup  than  adults ;  it 
may  be,  that,  as  in  the  former  the  forces  of  physical 
growth  are  greater,  so  any  infiammatory  actioU  of  those 
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foioes  are  the  more  disposed  to  secrete  fibrin.  What- 
erer  may  be  the  tnie  explanation,  it  is  an  established 
hct,  that  cronp  is  seldom  met  with  after  the  age  of 
puberty.  On  the  other  hand,  the  younger  the  child 
the  greater  the  danger,  for  then  the  respiratory  tube  is 
oomparatiTely  small,  and  liable  to  be  more  rapidly 
'  impeded  by  fiidse  membrane. 

This  terrible  disease  usually  invades  the  trachea  at 
night.  The  child,  probably  after  some  slight  indica- 
tion of  cold,  is  awakened  from  sleep  by  an  impediment 
to  the  breathing,  and  erery  effort  to  inspire  produces  a 
crowing  sound ;  after  this  the  breathing  becomes  more 
and  more  stridulous  and  straitened,  and  is  accom- 
panied with  a  shrill  hoarse  cough.  There  is  sthenic 
pyrexia,  and  an  anxious  and  distressed  aspect. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  confound  idiopathic  croup 
with  any  other  disease.  In  the  spasmodic  form  there 
is  no  hoarse  cough  nor  eoniimionily  stridulous  breathing ; 
neither  is  there  much  febrile  disturbance  or  distress. 

In  laryngismus  stridulus  there  is  also  a  crowing 
sound,  but  this  is  transient,  returns  at  intervals,  and  is 
attended  with  a  sense  of  suffocation,  which  greatly 
alarms  the  little  sufierer,  and  makes  him  instinctiTe]|y 
dread  a  recurrence  of  the  attack,  for  in  one  of  these  he 
not  unfirequently  expires. 

A  few  yean  ago  I  was  called  to  an  interesting  case  of 
this  kind  in  a  remarkably  fine  boy,  six  months  old. 
The  spasms  returned  after  intervals  of  several  hours, 
nnd  every  recurrence  threatened  his  existence,  and 
dreadfully  alarmed  him,  till  at  length,  in  spite  of  every 
remedy,  the  atmosphere  was  revised  admittance  through 
the  glottis,  and  be  suddenly  expired. 

Laryngismus  does  not  appear  to  be  the  result  of 
inflammation,  but  rather  of  a  spastic  reflex  action  of 
the  arytenoid  muscles,  which  act  in  closing  the  rima 
glottidis,  and  this  action  is  often  caused  by  teething. 

The  incipient  stage  of  croup  is  amenable  to  treat- 
ment, if  it  be  csrly  and  decided ;  but  if  the  inflamma- 
tion be  allowed  to  creep  on  till  ftlse  membrane  is 
secreted  upon  the  internal  surface  of  the  respiratory 
tube«  all  remedies  will  be  ineffectual  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten.  Local  bleeding,  calomel,  and  antimony,  are 
the  remedies  mostly  to  be  relied  upon.  Leeches  are  to 
be  applied  over  the  trachea,  the  number  to  correspond 
with  the  age  of  the  child ;  and  the  powder  (1;  is  to  be 
given  every  two  hours,  till  the  stools  assume  a  spinach 
colour,  and  the  breathing  is  relieved. 

1. — R.  Hydrarg.  Chloridi,  gr.  xij. 
Antim.  Pot.  Tart.,  gr.  iss. 
Sacchar.  Purific,  dr.  ss. 
Misce  et  divide  in  chartulas  sex,  quarum  detur  una 
secuuda  qu&que  bora. 

This  dose  supposes  the  child  to  be  over  a  year  old. 
After  the  orifices  of  the  leech-bites  have  ceased  to 
bleed,  a  narrow  blister  may  be  laid  along  the  sternum, 
and  the  warm  bath  may  be  necessary,  if  the  skin  be 
hot  and  dry.  The  diet  should  be  low,  such  as  barley- 
water,  sweetened  with  honey,  and  the  atmosphere  of  the 
room  be  of  a  genial  temperature. 

Croup  is  most  commonly  met  with  in  damp  and  cold 
districts;  and  if  the  patient  recovers  he  is  sometimes 


liable  to  a  return  of  the 

be  removed  to  a  mild  locality. 


in 


kheahoold 


Pktecbial  Spots  in  Cbildrbn. 

Fetechift  are  most  frequently  observed  in  febriU 
diseases  of  an  asthenic  diaiacter,  and  in  such  they  are 
to  be  looked  upon  as  a  very  un&vourable  symptom.  I 
remember  one  instance  of  continued  fever,  in  whidi  the 
skin  of  the  whole  body  was  literally  spotted  with  large 
petechiae,  and  which  soon  terminated  fetally.  But 
petechiae  may  also  exist  independently  of  any  febrile 
association,  and  with  this  kind  the  purpura  hemorrhagica 
may  be  classed,  although  the  spots  are  so  much  laiger. 

The  case  to- which  I  allude  in  this  place  is  unassod- 
ated  with  fever,  and  occurs  to  chUdren  from  about  six 
to  twelve  years  old.  Here  also  the  petechiae  appear  to  bo 
the  result  of  a  low  power  of  the  blood.  They  are 
generally  seen  on  the  inferior  extremities  between  the 
knees  and  ankles,  and  are,  for  the  most  part,  the  sixe 
and  appearance  of  flea-bites ;  sometimes,  however,  they 
are  here  and  there  interspersed  with  otiiers  of  larger 
size,  but  all  are  of  a  deep  purple  colour.  There  is 
often,  at  the  same  time,  pain  at  the  epigastrium,  aching 
of  the  joints,  a  foiil  and  flabby  tongue,  a  weak  pulse, 
and  a  feeling  of  debility. 

The  indication  of  cure  is  simply  to  strengthen  the 
system;  and  this  will  be  fulfilled,  and  the  petechias 
speedily  removed,  by  the  hydrochloric  acid  (1),  the 
alterative  (2),  and  a  generous  diet. 

1. — R.  Addi  Hydrochlor.  DUut.,  m.  xxxvj. 

Syrup.  Crod,  Tinct.  Aurantii  Co.,  sing  ox.  as. 
AqUK  DestiUatse,  oz.  ij. 
Misce  capiat  cochleare  largum  ter  die. 
2. — R.  Hydrargyri  Chloridi,  gr.  j. 
Pulveris  Radicis  Rhd,  gr.  v. 
Pulveris  Zingiberis,  gr.  y. 
BAisce  fiat  dosis  bis  hebdomedA  sumenda. 

Intestinodtnia  iir  Young  Pbrsons. 

The  assemblage  of  symptoms,  to  which  I  have  ven- 
tured to  give  the  above  denomination,  appears  to  be  of 
a  functional  cfaaiacter,  occurs  before  the  age  of  puberty, 
and  continues  for  a  considerable  time.  It  consists  of  a 
constant,  dull,  aching  pain  of  the  bowels,  seldom 
accompanied  with  griping.  The  abdomen  is  enlaiiged, 
dull  under  percussion,  and  rather  tender  under  deep 
pressure.  There  is  no  fluctuation  to  be  discovered  in 
the  peritoneal  cavity ;  neither  is  there  any  attenuation 
of  the  body.  The  pulse  is  quiet  and  regular ;  the 
tongue  is  not  furred  ;  there  is  no  diarrhoea  nor  consti- 
pation; and  the  appetite  varies,  being  sometimes 
excesnve  and  sometimes  altogether  absent. 

It  is  difficult  to  point  out,  with  any  degree  of  accu- 
racy, the  cause  ftt>m  which  these  symptoms  are  derived. 
They  do  not  appear  to  be  connected  with  the  presence 
of  entozoa  in  the  alimentary  canal,  nor  with  glandular 
disease  of  the  mesentery.  I  have  rather  attributed 
them  to  a  congested  state  of  the  portal  vdns,  but  I  am 
not  at  all  certain  of  the  correctness  of  this  opinion. 
Not  baring  met  with  any  fatal  termination  of  the 
disease.  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  ascertaining  any 
hdM  that  could  better  explain  its  pathology. 
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I  ha^By  in  my  ezpenenoe,  met  witli  a  conridenble 
number  of  these  cases,  and  thej  have  yielded,  in  a 
remarkable  manner,  to  the  bichloride  of  mercury,  after 
being  taken  a  very  few  days.    It  may  be  given  as  in— 

1. — R.  Hydrarg.  Bichlor.,  gr.  iss. 

Tinct.  Card.  Comp.,  Symp.  Zingib.,  sing.  os.  ss. 
Tinct.  Hyosc.,  dr.  j. 
Aqan  Menthn  Pip.,  ox.  y. 
M.  Capiat  cochleare  laignm  nnnm  ter  qnotidie. 

In  this  dose  the  bichloride  will  generally  give  abont 
two  stools  ii^  the  day.  If  it  should  operate  too  much, 
the  dose  must  be  reduced  to  1  -12th  of  a  grain ;  if  it  fail  to 
affect  the  bowels  at  all,  some  aperient  will  be  required 
to  regulate  the  bowels,  such  as  ten  grains  of  rhubarb, 
or  one  of  the  pills  (2;  eveiy  other  night. 

2.— R.  PilulsB  Colocynth  Comp.  (L.  P.),  scr.  ij. 

Scam.  Gum.,  Sapon.  Duri,  utrq.  scr.  ss. 

Extr.  Hyos.,  gr.  vj. 

Old  CaryophUli  Guttam. 
Misce  et  divide  in  pilules  zij. ;  capiat  unam  duasve 
alteruA  qu&que  nocte,  vel  pro  re  natft. 

The  two  following  cases  are  examples  of  this  disease : — 
CoMe  1. — C.  B.,  aged  12,  complained  of  a  dull  pain 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  which  had  existed 
for  some  time ;  it  was  enlarged,  and  somewhat  tender 
under  pressure.  The  pain  became  worse  about  the 
middle  of  the  day  after  his  dinner.  The  bowels  were 
neither  constipated  nor  relaxed.  Hie  tongue  was  but 
little  furred ;  the  pulse  did  not  exceed  90  in  the  minute, 
and  the  appetite  not  wholly  absent.  An  eighth  part  of 
a  grain  of  the  bichloride  of  mercury,  dissolved  in  pep- 
permint water,  was  prescribed  for  the  child  three  times 
a  day,  which  at  once  relieved  the  pain,  and  in  a  short 
time  reduced  the  size  of  the  abdomen  and  removed  the 


Cose  2. — ^W.  P.,  aged  11,  had  complained  of  an 
aching  and  pinching  pain  of  the  bowels  for  two  months, 
it  was  occasionally  so  severe  as  to  make  him  roll  upon 
the  floor.  The  abdomen  was  in  some  degree  swollen 
and  tender  under  deep  pressure.  He  had  one  stool 
daily.  He  was  thirsty,  and  bis  appetite  was  sometimes 
voracious,  and  at  others  altogether  absent.  The  tongue, 
however,  was  not  much  furred,  and  there  was  no  febrile 
disturbaace.  The  same  treatment  was  adopted  in  this 
case,  and  in  a  week  afterwards  the  child  was  convalescent. 

EXLAKOXMSNT  OF  THB  AbDOMEN  FROM  MeSBHTIUC 

Obstruction  in  Youno  Pbbsons. 

The  obstruction  of  the  mesentery,  here  alluded  to, 
is  not  that  which  is  caused  by  strumous  enlargement  of 
its  glands,  nor  that  which  results  from  the  agglutination 
of  its  peritoneal  surfaces  by  organised  fibrinous^deposits, 
both  of  which  I  consider  to  be  incurable,  but  that 
which  is  occasioned  by  sub-acute  inflammation,  unat- 
tended with  any  great  degree  of  febrile  action. 

This  disease  is  characterised  by  enlargement,  severe 
pain  and  tenderness  of  the  abdomen,  which  is  dull 
under  percussion,  and  sometimes  infiltrated.  If  the 
symptoms  have  continued  for  any  length  of  time,  there 
is  also  extreme  atrophy. 

The  cases  which  have  fallen  under  my  observation 
have  occurred  from  the  age  of  ten  to  fourteen  yean. 


In  the  treatment  of  tiiis  disease,  calomel,  combined 
with  opium,  has  been,  in  my  own  experience,  buccessful 
beyond  all  expectation,  not  only  in  subduing  the  severity 
of  the  pain,  but  in  curing  the  malady ;  indeed  such  a 
result,  in  several  instances,  both  from  the  severity  of 
the  symptoms  and  the  atrophied  condition  of  the 
patient,  has  greatly  surprised  me. 

The  pills  (1)  should  be  given  two  or  tiiree  times  a 
day,  according  to  the  degree  of  pain;  and  should 
ptyalism  be  produced,  and  the  pain,  neveitheless,  con- 
tinue, the  opium  is  to  be  persisted  in  without  the 
mercury,  in  such  doses,  and  after  sudi  intervals,  as  tha 
circumstances  shall  require. 

1. — R.  Hydrarg.  Chlor.,  gr.  vj. 
Palv.  Opii,  gr.  iy. 
Conf.  Rosse,  scr.  ss. 
Misoe  et  divide  in  pil.  vj. ;  quaram  oqiiat  unam  bis 
terve  die  urgenti  dolore. 

I  have  found  a  plaster  also  an  excdlent  adjuvant,  and 
very  conducive  to  the  removal  of  the  disease.  It  should 
be  made  of  equal  parts  of  the  Empl.  Ammon.  cum 
Hydr.,  and  the  Empl.  Thuris  Comp,  spread  upon 
thin  leather,  and  large  enough  to  eover  the  wAote 
ahdomtn.  This  remedy  appears  to  act  not  so  much  by 
virtue  of  any  medidoal  property  in  the  plaster  as  upon 
the  principle  of  gentle  pressure,  by  which  it  gradually 
softens  and  reduces  the  abdominal  enlargement,  whilst 
the  calomel  and  opium  relieve  the  pain  and  subdue  tho 
inflammatory  condition  of  the  mesentery  and  of  such 
other  viscera  as  may  be  involved.  Hie  following  is  a 
most  remarkable  case  of  the  kind,  and  will  give  the 
symptoms  more  in  detail  :•— 

A  young  female,  aged  15,  and  before  her  menstrua- 
tion had  begun,  became  gradually  affected  with  fulness 
of  the  abdomen,  accompanied  with  darting  pains  of  tho 
lower  part  of  the  bowels,  extending  to  the  back.  Tlia 
pain  was  generally  severe  but  worse  in  the  nf ght.  There 
was  not  much  febrile  action,  although  she  was  often 
thirsty.  At  the  commencement  of  the  disease  there 
was  sickness  and  vomiting  but  not  afterwards.  Her 
food  gave  her  gastric  pain ;  her  urine  was  high  coloured  ; 
and  her  bowels  wero  irritable,  acting  always  after  every 
meal.  There  was  also  a  frequent  desire  to  pass  the 
urine.  This  state  of  things  continued  five  months,  the 
greater  part  of  which  time  she  kept  her  bed.  She  was 
then  brought  into  Southampton  and  placed  under  my 
care  in  the  dispensary. 

The  abdomen  was  now  in  some  degree  infiltrated, 
and  so  tender  as  not  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  bedclothes. 
She  was  atrophied  to  the  last  degree,  and  could  not 
stand  without  assistance.  At  the  same  time  her  appe- 
tite was  ravenous  and  nothing  could  satisfy  it.  The 
pain  of  the  belly  was  agonizing  and  it  was  distressing 
to  witness  her  extreme  suffering.  With  a  riew  to 
mitigate  the  severity  of  the  pain  and  without  the  least 
expectoration  of  curing  the  disease,  a  large  opiate  plaster 
was  applied  over  the  whole  of  the  abdomen,  and  calomel 
combined  with  opium,  was  given  every  four  hours  : — one 
grain  of  the  former  and  as  much  of  the  latter  as  the 
vdiemence  of  the  pain  required.    This  treatment  was 
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oontinued  for  some  time  with  manifest  benefit,  Imd 
under  its  continuance  the  pain,  tenderness,  and  enlai^e- 
ment  of  the  abdomen  gradually  subsided ;  in  short,  to 
mj  astonishment  she  completely  recovered.  She  is  now 
27  years  of  age,  and  in  good  health. 

Cho&ba. 

Chorea  oocort  from  the  age  of  about  eight  to  fourteea 
yeMB.  Before  or  after  this  period  it  ia  seldom  to  be 
mat  with.  It  conaistB  of  an  assemblage  of  sudden 
iBVolnntary  muscular  actiona,  whidi  are  throughout  the 
day  continually  distorting  the  featureev  and  drawing 
the  head,  trunk,  and  limbs,  into  various  abnormal 
attitudes. 

This  strange  malady  seema  to  be  the  result  of  anatoni- 
dty  and  a  morbid  sensibility  of  the  ezdto-motory  ner?es. 
It  is  difficult  to  state,  with  any  degree  of  precision,  from 
itliat  somroa  thoae  irregular  movements  take  their  origin ; 
but  it  is  probable  that  they  oommenoe  in  the  gangtionk 
or  sympathetic  nerve,  and  are  thenoe  reflected  through 
the  spinal  diocd,  upon  the  muscular  system.  This  is 
a  veie  optnion»  and  must  be  taken  as  such :  or  it  might 
originate  in  some  part  of  the  cerebral  frmction;  and  this 
vicnr  is  in  some  degree  supported  by  (he  fact  that  the 
iavohmtary  actiooa  entirely  subside  during  sleep. 

Chorea  ia  genenUy  curable  by  medicine  in  six  weeka 
m  two  months ;  and  tho  remedies  which  I  have  found 
■net  snooesafrd,  are  preparations  of  iron  and  smart 
poigatives,  as— 

1. — R.  Fern  Sesqui-Oxidi,  scr.  j.— <lr.  ss. 
Pulv.  Cinnam,  Comp.,  gr.  ij. 
Misce  capiat  Kger  banc  dosin  ter  die  in  theriac&. 
2. — R.  Hydrargyri  Chlor.,  gr.  iii. 
Scammonii  Gnmmi,  gr.  iv. 
Pulv.  Zingiberis,  gr.  ij. 
Misce  fiat  dosis  quftqua  tertia  nocte  sumenda. 

In  some  cases  the  magnetic  oxide  of  iron  answers 
better  than  the  sesqui-oxide,  as  in — 

3. — R.  Ferri-Oxidi  Magnetici,  scr.  j.^^lr.  ss. 
Pulveris  Ziogiberis,  gr.  ij., 
Misce  fiat  dosis  in  crasso  vehiculo  sumenda  ter  quotidie. 

Should  tlie  above  preparations  of  iron  fail  to  remove 
the  disease,  the  iodide  of  potassium  will  be  often  found 
socceasfiil,  especially  if  the  strength  has  been  much 
worn  by  the  long  continuance  of  the  choreal  movements. 
It  may  be  given  in  the  formula— 

4. — ^R.  Potass.  lodidi,  gr.  xxiv. 
Syrupi  Aurantii,  oz.  ss. 
Aquie  Menthse  Pip.,  oz.  iiss. 
Misce  capiat  »ger,  cochleare  largum  unum  ter  die  ex 
aquB  panxillo. 

I  saw  this  medicine  succeed  in  a  remarkable  manner 
after  all  other  remedies  had  failed,  in  a  young  man,  21 
years  of  age^  and  sot  feet  in  height.*  I  have  known 
chorea  afifect  several  members  of  the  same  family  as  they 
came  to  an  age  susceptible  of  the  disease,  in  some  of 
whom  it  proved  fatal  in  spite  of  every  means  employed 
to  subdue  it.     There  are  forms  of  chorea  in  which  the 
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spastic  actions  of  the  muscles  are  so  violent  and  incessant 
as  to  make  it  absolutely  necessary  to  combine  opiates 
with  the  above  treatment.  The  following  is  an  yymplfr 
of  the  kind. 

J.  C,  of  Romsey,  aged  16  years,  was  admitted  under 
my  care,  into  the  Royal  South  Hants  Infirmary,  on 
the  28th  of  August,  1848,  for  chorea.  The  spiitie 
actions  were  so  universal,  violent,  and  incessant,  that 
neither  personal  clothing  nor  bed-clothes  could  be  kept 
on  her  for  a  moment,  nor  could  she  lie  upon  the  bed 
without  the  risk  of  being  jerked  off  it.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  became  necessary  to  lay  her  on  a  mattress 
upon  the  floor  of  a  small  ward,  taking  care  to  pad  the 
walls  that  she  may  do  no  injury  to  herself,  and  directing 
the  nurse  to  keep  a  blanket  on  her  as  best  she  could. 
She  was  then  ordered  the  following  medicines : — ^The 
opiate  (5)  to  be  given  every  night ;  the  magnetic  oxide 
of  iron  with  Dover's  powders  (6)  three  times  a  day; 
and  the  purgative  (7)  alternate  mornings. 

5. — R.  Liq.  Opii  Sedativ.,  m.  x. 
Mist,  camphorse  oz.  ss.    Fiat  haustus  omni  nocte 
bibend. 

6. — R.  Ferri  Oxidi  Magnetici,  gr.  xv., 
Pulv.  Ipecac.  Comp.,  gr.  iiss. 
Misce  fiat  pnlvis  ter  die  capiend  in  crasso  vdiicnlo. 

7. — R.  Pulv.  Scammonii  Comp.,  gr.  x. 
Fiat  dosis  omni  altemo  mane  sumenda. 

This  treatment  at  once  succeeded.  The  spastic  move- 
ments were  speedily  controlled,  in  two  days  she  returned 
to  her  bed,  and  on  the  25tii  of  September,  (twenty- 
eight  days  from  her  admission,)  she  was  discharged 
cured. 

Southampton,  January  2, 1852. 

(TbbceonilBaad.] 


ON    PE0LAP8US    UTEEI. 

WITH  A  DBSCRIPnON  OP  A  NEW  INSTRUMENT  FOR  ITB 
TREATMENT. 

Bt  JOHN  JONES,  Esi^,  Derby. 

Amon OST  the  various  infimitiea  to  wfakh  tiie  female 
constitution  is  subject  none  is  more  entitled  to  the 
grave  considention  of  the  profession  than  the  abnormal 
positions  of  the  uterus.  The  displacement  of  this 
organ,  when  connected  with  pregnancy  or  the  pueipenl 
state,  as  in  retroversion  or  inversion,  require  manual 
assistance,  and  if  not  speedily  relieved,  become  highly 
dangerous ;  but  the  most  frequent  of  all  displacements 
is  the  descent  of  the  womb,  which,  although  not  imme- 

'  diately  dangerous,  is  productive  of  great  and  continued 

I  suffering.     It  occurs  in  tiiree  different  degrees,  thus 

•  defined  by  Dr.  Ashweil : — 

1.  MeUupoiUm  implies  that  the  uterus  has  lost  its 

!         central  projecting  position  in  tiie  upper  part  of 
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the  Tagina,  and  bas  descended  snfflcieiiUy  fiur  to 
oMain  a  bearing  on  the  perinemn)  witbontf  howerer, 
anT^material  shortening  of  tUa  canal  or  any  marted 
alteration  in  the  nterbe  axis. 
2*  jrtoki^$u9  siijiiifiea  that  ISbe  nterua  haa  sank  neariy 
or  quite  down  to  the  oi  esteimun*    Under  this 
state  the  Tagina  la  considerabl^r  erertedy  and  the 
wtnnb  loamg  the  axis  of  the  btinii  wUdi  is  down* 
wards  and  backwards,   assnmea  the  axis  of  the 
outlet  of  flie  Ti^^ina,  which  is  downwards  and  for- 
wards. 
3.  Procideniia  impHes  complete  protrusion  beyond 
the  Tulya.      The  uterus  forms  a  tumour,  often 
very  large,  hanging  out  between  the  thighs,  and  flie 
TBgina  turned  inside  out,  oonstittttes  the  external 
corering.    In  the  sac  thua  fnrmed,  especially  if  of 
long  standing  and  large,   there  is  contained  the 
bladder,  rectum*  and  some  portion  of  the  small 
intestines ;  the  mesentery  being  stretched,  and  the 
omentum  occupying  any  vacant  space. 
The  descent  of  the  womb,  even  in  the  first  or  slightest 
degree,  is  attended  with  much  pain  and  consitutional 
Irritation^  the  cause  of  which  may  readily  escape  notice. 
Tliese  symptoms  are  soon  followed  by  those  induced  by 
mechanical  pressure,    constituting  prolapsus,  difficult 
mictuzition,  which  is  performed  most  easily  when  in  the 
recumbent  position ;  a  feeling  of  sinking  of  the  abdo- 
minal contents,  accompanied  with  a  painful  bearing 
down  when  walking  or  standing,  which  are  immediately 
relieved  by  lying  down;  and  leucorrhoea.  In  actual  proci- 
dentia, the  tumour  is  sometimes  of  immense  size  and 
altogether  irreducible.     I    have    seen    a  permanently 
jprotruded  uterus  forming  a  tumour  as  large  as  a  child's 
hqad.    Another  occurs  to  my  recollection  in  which  the 
uterus  protruded  beyond  the  vulva,  and  exposed  to 
friction,  became  ulcerated  to  the  extent  of  a  crown 
piece,  and  of  course  was  productive  of  long-continued 
and  grievoua  suffering. 

This  infirmity  is  most  frequent  amongst  the  lower 
ranks  of  society,  with  whom  it  is  induced  by  exposure 
to  hard  work  and  privation.  Such  patients,  believing 
*  that  their  malady  admits  of  no  remedy,  seldom  com- 
plain, and  thus  they  pass  through  a  life  of  suffering, 
embittered  by  concealment,  often  without  medical  aid, 
and  deprived  even  of  the  soothing  sympathies  of  friend- 
ship. Persons,  however,  of  all  ranks,  are  more  or  less 
subject  to  this  disease,  especially  those  who  have  borne 
many  children,  and  even  virgins  are  not  exempt. 

Cauaeg. — ^These  are : — weakness  and  undue  expansion 
of  the  broad  and  round  ligaments,  together  with  re- 
laxation of  the  levator  ani  and  perineal  muscles ;  but 
particularly  as  observed  by  Dr.  Ashwell,  ''  and  extension 
and  slackness  of  the  pelvic  fascia  in  its  connectbn  with  the 
uterus  and  vagina.''  The  principal  cause,  however,  and 
which  will  account  for  most  of  its  painful  symptoms  is, 
I  conceive,  the  superincumbent  weight  of  the  abdominal 
viscera  pressing  on  the  uterus,  deprived  of  its  usual 
supports  by  the  relaxation  of  the  vagina  and  neighbour- 
ing parts.  That  such  pressure  is  a  powerful  agent  in 
producing  the  diseaae,  is  proved  by  the  freedom  from  all 
uneasiness  when  the  patient  is  in  the  recumbent  position 


and  the  immediate  and  great  relief  afforded  by  well- 
adapted  means  for  supporting  the  abdomiaal  paiietei. 

lYeaiment, — ^In  prolapsus  and  procidentia,  i 
means  for  supporting  the  uterus  have  hitherto 
alone  depended  upon  by  tiie  profossioB  generally,  as 
affording  the  most  approved  mode  of  relief;  and  thsse 
supports  have,  consisted  almost  exdnsively  of  pessaries, 
modified  in  shape  and  the  material  of  whidi  they  are 
composed,  acoorfing  to  the  ingenuity  and  foodes  of 
different  pnctitioners.  The  ineonvenienoes,  however, 
produces  by  pessaries,  the  untoward  symptoms  wfaieh 
they  soBsetinMS  induce,  and  the  inefficient  relief  they 
afford,  render  their  use  exceedingly  unsatisftictory.  8b: 
Charles  Clarke,  who  Is  a  strenuous  advocate  fbr  the  vse 
of  tiie  pessary,  relates  the  following  case:— 

**  A  lady,  seventy-five  yesrs  of  agei  who  had  bocme 
children,  came  under  the  care  of  the  author,  on  aecoimt 
of  conriderable  pain  in  the  vagina,  attended  by  a  very 
offensive  discharge.  The  pain  was^  constant,  and  was 
compared  to  that  produced  by  a  sharp  instrument. 
Thirty-five  years  before  she  had  a  prolupcus  uteri,  for 
which  a  pessary  had  been  introduoed,  and  which  had 
never  been  removed.  The  autiior  having  reasca  to 
fear  that  some  diseased  structure  existed,  examined  Ae 
patient  and  found  that  the  pessary  had  lost  its  origtaaJ 
form,  bemg  corroded  in  several  places,  and  that  many 
irregular  portions  of  it  were  left,  which  pressed  upon 
the  vagina,  and  had  produced  ulceration  of  Ha  internal 
surface.  This  lady  having,  as  she  sadd,  suffered  SKoeed- 
mgly  m  the  introduction  of  the  instrument  (beeaase, 
perhaps,  it  was  incautiously  performed)  would  net  eoa- 
sent  to  its  removal,  particularly  after  some  of  her 
symptoms  had  been  relieved  by  fomentatkma  and 
injections." 

The  great  ineonvenienoes  attending  the  ttse  of  pessa- 
ries have  induced  some  praetitioners  to  discard  thm 
altogether,  and  to  substitute  for  them  a  painfU  if  not 
dangerous  operation,  for  the  purpose  of  contraetbg  the 
vagina,  so  as  permanently  to  prevent  the  deaeent  of  the 
uterus,  and  thus  effect  a  radical  cure.  Dr.  Marshall 
Hall  is  amongst  those  who  advocate  this  mode  of  treat- 
ment. It  is,  however,  too  formidable  an  operation  to 
be  generally  adopted,  and  to  whidi  few  patients  would 
be  willing  to  submit,  more  particularly  as  the  results 
are  not  always  satisfoctory,  and,  at  least,  partial  rsfief 
can  be  obtained  by  less  severe  means. 

Some  years  ago  Dr.  Hall  invented  an  instrument  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  m  ntu  the  proddent  uterus 
by  external  pressure,  and  thus  to  supersede  the  use  of 
pessaries.  Dr.  Ashwell  gives  the  following  description 
of  it : — "  A  pad,  elastic  but  firm,  is  made  to  bear 
upon  the  perineum,  without  interfering  either  with  the 
rectum  or  vulva.  A  belt  round  the  waist,  and  a  con- 
necting strap,  passmg  firom  before  to  behind,  aided  by 
springs  and  hooks,  secures  sufficientiy  firm  compresston 
to  prevent  the  descent  of  the  replaced  womb.  Several 
of  my  patients  have  worn  this  pad  comfortably,  and 
with  tolerable  success;  but  in  most  cases  the  pressure 
has  induced  pain,  heat,  and  leucorrhoea;  and  they  have 
gladly  exchanged  it  for  the  pessary.  The  expense  of 
these  more  elaborate  instrumento  is  to  poor  woman*  hi 
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whom  the  disease  is  most  oommon,  a  serious  matter, 
especially  as  they  frequently  want  repair.  On  the 
whole,  I  r^ard  the  pessary  as  by  iar  the  most  applic- 
able, and  geoerally  the  most  efficient  remedy  for  pro- 
cidentia." 

In  the  early  part  of  my  practice  I  met  with  a  very 
painful  case,  in  whidi  a  pessary  had  been  worn  for  a 
long  time,  with  considerable  relief;  but  at  length  it 
produced  pain  and  great  discomfort,  so  that  its  removal 
became  necessary.  It  was  a  common  circular  ring- 
pessary,  and  so  firmly  fixed  that  I  was  unable  to  move 
it  by  the  utmost  force  I  could  use  with  my  bent  finger, 
and  was  obliged  to  pass  a  ligature  through  the  ring,  and 
pulling  with  great  force,  at  length  extracted  it.  Since 
that  time,  now  upwards  of  twenty  years,  I  have 
generally  recommended  the  applicalion  of  two  pads 
attached  to  a  belt,  one  to  be  applied  to  each  fcide  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  so  as  to  press  upwards, 
with  the  view  of  supporting  the  abdominal  viscera. 
From  the  great  relief  afforded  by  this  simple  plan,  I 
ftlt  confident  it  was  fulfilling  an  important  indication ; 
and  firom  that  time  have  availed  myself  of  every  oppor- 
tunity of  improving  the  belt,  and  rendering  it  more 
perfect  in  its  adaptation  and  efficiency. 

The  belt,  or  uterine  truss  (which  is  its  appropriate 
designation),  supplies  a  moat  important  desideratum,  by 
entirely  superseding  the  necessity  for  the  use  of  the 
pessary — ^an  instrument  which  has  hitherto  been  con- 
sidered by  the  profession  generally  indispensably  neces- 
aary  in  the  treatment  of  prolapsus  uteri.  By  supporting 
the  perineum,  and  at  the  same  time  preventing  the 
pressure  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  it  fulfils  two  im- 
portant indications, — that  of  strengthening  those  parts 
which  by  their  relaxation  have  allowed  the  descent  of 
the  uterus,  and  removing  the  pressure  on  the  uterus 
produced  by  the  superincumbent  weight  of  the  abdo- 
minal viscera.  In  cases  of  pregnancy  occurring  during 
prolapsus,  if  the  recumbent  position  is  continued 
sufficiently  long  after  labour,  the  disposition  to  descent 
of  the  womb  is  greatly  diminished,  and  sometimes  the 
disease  completely  removed.  In  these  cases  the 
relaxed  parts  are  allowed  time  to  recover  their  natural 
healthy  tone  before  they  are  again  exposed  to  the 
pressure  of  the  descending  uterus.  The  application  of 
the  belt  greatly  assists  in  retaining  the  uterus  in  situ, 
and  preventing  a  return  of  the  disease  ;  and  in  all  cases 
of  descent  of  the  womb  it  not  only  gives  great  and 
immediate  relief,  but,  by  removing  the  pressure  of  the 
uterus  from  the  relaxed  parts,  it  tends  to  effect  a  per- 
manent cure. 

The  following  interesting  case  recently  occurred  to 
me,  in  which  the  belt  was  found  very  useful : — A.  D., 
about  30,  is  suckling  her  second  child,  eleven  months 
old.  In  her  first  prec;nancy  she  was  affected  about  the 
fourth  month  with  retroverted  uterus,  which  I  reduced, 
and  she  went  to  the  full  period  of  gestation.  She 
believes  she  is  not  now  pregnant ;  but  the  catamenia 
have  not  appeared  since  her  confinement.  For  a  week 
or  two  before  I  saw  her  she  had  been  affected  with 
symptoms  of  retroversion,  and  walking  or  standing 
produced  great  pain.      On  examination,  I  found  the 


fundus  uteri  pressmg  very  low,  about  the  size  of  a  small 
melon,  somewhat  flaccid,  and  projecting  between  the 
rectum  and  vagina.  The  os  uteri,  which  I  could  with 
difficulty  distinguish,  was  situated  on  the  symphisis 
pubis ;  the  cervix  was  completely  bent  upon  itself,  like 
a  bent  finger.  I  returned  the  uterus  without  modL 
difficulty,  and  passed  it  beyond  the  promontory  of  the 
sacrum,  and  afterwards  applied  the  belt,  since  which 
she  has  been  completely  relieved  from  all  her  distressing 
symptoms. 

I  consider  the  above  case  an  instance  of  retrofiecekm 
of  the  unimpregnated  uterus,  the  possibility  of  which 
is  denied  by  some  practitioners,  and  others  believe  that 
it  can  only  occur  soon  after  labour.  The  application  of 
the  beit  I  consider  of  great  importance  in  preventing 
the  recnirence  of  such  an  accident 

Description  of  tbx  Utbumb  Truss. 

It  consists — 1,  of  a  belt  with  two  pads,  to  support 
the  abdominal  parietes ;  2,  a  bandage  with  one  pad,  to 
support  the  vulva  and  perineum. 

The  belt,  four  inches  and  a  half  broad,  is  made  of 
strong  holland,  lined  with  wash  leather,  and  padded 
with  horse-hair.  Two  pads,  united  by  a  strip  of  vul- 
canized India-rubber,  one  inch  and  a  half  broad  and 
three  inches  and  a  quarter  long,  are  placed  between  the 
end  of  the  belt  and  a  leather  strap,  which  buckles  on 
one  side.  The  belt  is  strengthened  by  five  sticks  of 
whalebone  placed  obliquely  at  equal  distances  of  about 
four  inches.  The  pads,  three  inches  and  a  half  in 
diameter,  consist  of  two  convex  circular  plates  of  tin, 
the  inner  rather  smaller  than  the  outer  one,  made  to 
act  upon  each  other  by  an  interposed  spiral  spring.  The 
whole  is  padded  with  horse-hair  and  covered  with 
mackintosh.  In  the  centre  of  the  outer  plate  of  each 
pad  is  a  button  for  the  attachment  of  the  perineal 
bandage.  A  laced  gusset  is  formed  on  each  side  of  the 
belt,  for  its  easy  adaptation  to  the  hips ;  and  loops  of 
tape  are  placed  at  the  top,  to  attach  it  to  a  waistcoatj 
which,  however,  is  seldom  required.  ^ 

The  perineal  bandage  consists  of  an  anterior  and 
posterior  flap,  united  by  a  strip  of  vulcanized  Indian- 
rubber,  one  inch  and  a  half  long  and  half  an  indi 
broad.  Within  the  anterior  flap  is  a  pad  four  inclies 
long,  stuffed  with  horse-hair,  and  covered  with  mackin- 
tosh, intended  to  support  the  vulva  and  perineum. 
Each  flap,  four  inches  broad  at  the  top,  has  six  button- 
holes, in  two  rows,  one  above  the  other,  corresponding 
with  buttons  on  the  belt ;  these  give  considerable  scope 
for  the  lengthening  or  shortening  of  the  perineal 
bandage.  The  flaps  are  made  gradually  to  become 
narrower,  to  be  joined  to  the  interposed  strip  of  Indian- 
rubber. 

The  resiliency  produced  by  the  horse-hair  stuffing, 
and  the  elasticity  afforded  by  the  Indian-rubber,  render 
the  belt  easy  to  wear,  and  efficient  in  its  application. 
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PSACTUBE  OF  THE  HUMESUS  AT  ITS 
LOWEE-THIRD. 

Bt  ROBERT  E.  JONES,  Esa.,  Long  Mxlforo. 


On  fhe  6th  of  September,  in  ooiueqnence  of  the 
abeenoe  of  Mr.  Mason,  of  Sndbory,  I  was  hastily  sum- 
moned to  Tisit  Eliza  Harrington,  aged  15  months,  the 
child  of  poor  parents,  residing  at  Wiekham  St.  Paul's, 
Essex,  who  had  been  knocked  down  by  a  waggon,  the 
wheel  of  which  had  passed  over  her  left  arm.  On 
examination  I  found  a  frsctnre  of  the  humerus  at  its 
lower-third,  the  bone  protruding  denuded  of  its  integu- 
ments, and  the  soft  parts  lacerated  nearly  to  the 
ihoulder-joint.  Hie  little  patient  was  much  exhausted 
from  loss  of.  blood.  I  administered  small  quantities  of 
brandy  and  water,  which  had  the^  effect  of  producing 
reaction  j  and  feeling  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost,  I  at 
once  amputated  just  below  the  shoulder-joint,  being 
just  able  to  save  sufficient  integument  to  form  a  good 
■tump.  I  was  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  Mason,  jun.  V^y 
little  blood  was  lost  during  the  operation,  and  but  one 
artery  required  a  ligature.  The  child  had  scTere  con- 
Tulsions  the  following  day,  which  were  relieved  by  small 
doses  of  tincture  of  opium,  after  which  it  progressed 
most  fitvourably,  and  at  the  end  of  a  month  was  per- 
fectly reoorered.  I  am  induced  to  publish  this  case, 
thinking  it  rare  tor  a  child  of  such  a  tender  age  to 
recover  from  so  severe  a  proceeding. 

Long  Melford,  Suffolk, 

November  20,  1831. 
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CAnS  ADXITTBD  UNDBK  DR.  DAYID  NBLBON. 

Reported  under  the  terme  proposed  by  the  Association, 
ByObsebyatob. 


Case  of  InfiammatUm  of  the  Brain, 

Tbb  following  case  affords  a  striking  illustration  of 
the  insidious  manner  in  which  so  formidable  and  mortal 
a  disease  commences  and  progresses,  fully  showing  the 
necessity  of  a  careful  and  guarded  diagnosis  in  all  head 
aflections.  The  preceding  case  of  Barrett,  in  which  the 
symptoms  were  similar,  affords,  as  to  the  result  of  the 
cases,  an  instructive  contrast,  probably  to  be,  in  a  great 
measure,  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  Barrett  Iiad  the 
advantages  of  being  a  young  man,  and  of  receiving 
timely  medical  aid,  which  two  advantages  experience 
proves  to  be  of  vast  importance  in  the  successful 
treatment  of  such  cases. 

Daniel  Yates,  aged  58,  of  nervo-sanguineous  tempera- 
ment, became  an  in-patient  of  the  Queen's  Hospital, 
Birmingham,  under  Dr.  Nelson,  on  the  18th  of  January,  * 


1851,  having  been  an  out-patient  for  a  week  previous 
to  admission. 

History. — He  was  a  gardener  in  a  private  establish- 
ment, and  one  night,  aboul  two  months  prior  to  his 
admission  as  an  in-patient,  he  was  summoned  to  extin- 
guish a  burning  hayrick ;  whilst  thus  engaged  he  said 
he  felt  as  if  **  roasted  to  death,  and  very  much  excited/' 
When  he  had  worked  an  hour  or  two  he  became  com- 
pletely exhausted,  and  on  reaching  home  felt  pain  in 
the  head,  with  shivering  and  loss  of  appetite.  Through- 
out that  night  he  had  fearful  dreams,  and  on  waking 
next  morning  experienced  a  deficiency  of  muscular 
power,-  which  he  and  his  friends  attributed  to  mere 
exhaustion,  and  thought  he  would  get  right  in  time. 
Time  proved  that  his  mental  and  muscular  powers  were 
gradually  Ming,  when  his  friends  took  him  to  the 
hospital  for  advice. 

On  entering  the  physician's  room  his  head  and  knees 
bent  forward,  inclining  a  little  to  the  right  side.  His 
gait  was  staggering  and  unequal,  and  he  exhibited  an 
indifference  of  manners,  and  cleared  like  a  man  half 
asleep,  or  stupified  by  intoxication.  When  desirod  to 
put  out  his  tongue  or  move  his  Hps,  he  obeyed,  and 
continued  the  acts  until  told  to  cease  them.  His 
replies  were  intelligent  and  respectful,  but  his  mind 
soon  wandered  from  the  point.  His  head  was  hot,  and 
tongue  furred.  The  application  of  cold  to  the  head, 
the  insertion  of  a  seton  in  the  nape,  and  the  use  of 
purgatives,  were  ordered;  but  he  became  worse,  and 
being  unable  to  walk  to  and  from  the  hospital  without 
support,  he  was  desired  to  become  an  in-patient. 

Symptoms, — On  admission  his  mind  was  evidently 
impaired;  there  was  great  heat  of  scalp;  the  coun- 
tenance fluiihed;  the  tongue  was  much  coated;  his 
appetite  was  bad;  bowels  obstinate;  and  the  left  ex- 
tremities were  somewhat  rigid. 

Indications, — ^To  abate  inflammatory  action,  and 
restore  tone,  if  possible. 

TVeo/men/.— The  seton  was  ordered  to  remain,  and 
he  took  colocynth  piUs  at  night,  and  a  saline  purgative 
in  the  morning,  and  pills  of  sulphate  of  zinc  and  extract 
of  gentian  thrice  a  day. 

21st. — He  was  reported  to  have  gone  on  well,  but 
on  the  previous  night  had  fallen  out  of  bed,  and  the 
pain  in  the  head  had  returned ;  he  slept  very  little ;  his 
appetite  was  very  keen.  Continued  the  medicines,  and 
applied  six  leeches  behmd  the  ear. 

24th. — He  was  in  bed,  and  drowsy,  having  had 
another  fall,  striking  his  head  against  the  bed-post; 
seemed  to  be  getting  worse  and  worse.  Continued  the 
medicines. 

31st. — His  powers  of  intelligence  and  motion  seemed 
to  be  rathei  improved,  and  he  did  not  complain  of  pain, 
whilst  the  bowcJs  were  regular.    Continue  medicine. 

February  4th. — It  was  reported  that  he  had  been 
tolerably  well  until  that  morning,  when  he  had  had 
another  fall  on  his  head,  which  compelled  him  to  go  to 
bed.  He  lay  drowsily,  with  his  feet  drawn  upwards, 
and  his  head  inclined  downwards.  The  bowels  were 
very  costive.  Continued  the  medicines,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  one  drop  of  croton  oil  every  morning. 
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11th. — BiB  intellectaal  and  mascolar  powen  were 
again  a  little  unproyed,  and  his  boweli  were  open,  hot 
be' was  drowsy  and  weak.  Instead  of  sulphate  of  zinc 
he  took  phosphate  of  iron,  and  continaed  the  other 
medicines. 

I4th. — It  was  reported  that  he  had  been  better, 
hav&ig  walked  about  the  ward,  and  taken  his  meab  at 
table  for  three  days  past.  Continaed  the  croton  oil 
md  phoephate  of  iron. 

18th. — He  continaed  to  go  on  fhyoarably  as  before. 

21st. — He  was  still  walking  aboat,  and  talking,  not 
haying  had  a  &I1  for  sereial  days.  Continued  the 
inedicines. 

28th.^It  was  found  that  he  had  continued  as  above 
until  the  morning  of  that  day,  when  he  had  bilious 
TOmitings.  He  had  four  drops  of  hydrocyanic  acid, 
and  after  that  a  dose  of  calomel. 

March  4th.— His  intellect  was  tolerably  clear,  and 
the  bowels  were  regular,  but  he  staggered  in  walking. 
He  was  now  ordered  blue  pill  and  oolocynth  every 
Bight,  and  Epsom  salts  and  magnesia  in  the  morning, 
while  he  continued  the  phosphate  of  iron. 

14th. — He  was  going  on  much  the  same,  but  on  that 
dkj  drowsiness  came  on,  with  torpidity  of  the  bowels, 
though  the  urine  was  plentifhl.  This  state  proceeded 
(n^  to  coma,  not  preceded  by  any  degree  of  couTulsion 
or  deluium.  He  lay  quietly,  with  the  left  pupil  at  first 
dpated  ^one,  with  easy  respiration,  and  a  fall  steady 
pulse  of  60.  There  was  a  slight  gqneral  rigidity  of  the 
body,  both  pupils  became  dilated  and  were  directed 
iq>waids,  and  he  died,  bat  widioat  any  stertorous 
breathing. 

'  Poit-mortem  apptorancea, — On  opening  the  head  the 
skuU-cap  and  dura  mater  were  found  to  adhere  more 
lirongly  than  usual,  but  was  otherwise  healthy.  There 
was  congestion  of  the  sinuses  and  all  the  superficial 
veins.  The  left  hemisphere  was  perfectly  healthy,  but 
a  very  extensive  portion  of  the  posterior  part  of  the 
Tight  hemisphere  was  completely  softened  into  a  pulta- 
ceous  mass,  very  much  resembling  thick  cream,  coloured 
with  strawberry.  This  mass  had  fluctuated  so  as  to 
form  a  kind  of  pouch,  which  pushed  the  lateral  ventricle 
toward  the  left  side,  but  had  not  opened  into  it.  The 
softened  part  was  about  four  inches  and  a  half  by  two 
inches  and  a  half,  and  no  other  lesion  of  importance 
covQd  be  found. 

.The  anomalous  and  uncertain  symptoms  which  so 
often  attend  such  lesions  are  in  this  case  well  illustrated. 
Ibe  alternations  of  stupor  and  watohfolness  were  very 
remarkable,  and  indeed  the  whole  history  is  highly 
Characteristic  of  the  insidious  rise  and  progress  of  the 


Cote  ^  SffphUUic  Rheumaiiim. 

Simple  rheumatism  is  generally  a  tractable  disease, 
And  soon  yields  to  treatment  when  occurring  in  a  healthy 
subject,  but  when  it  affects  a  constitution  already  debili- 
tated and  vitiated,  it  is  frequently  very  obstinate  and 
tronblesome,  as  the  following  case  will  prove :— 


John  BndnoGk»  aged  28,  of  nerro^ympluNK  tMlr- 
perament,  was  admitted  an  in-patient  of  the  Queen's 
Hospital,  Birmingham,  under  Dr.  Nelson,  on  the  2l8t 
of  October,  1850.  He  stated  that  he  had  foimeily 
suffered  severely  from  syphilis.  About  four  months 
prior  to  admission  he  took  cold,  (of  which  he  was  very 
susceptible,)  which  was  followed  by  an  attack  of  rheu- 
matism, at  first  in  the  ri^t  anide,  and  then  in  other 
parts  of  the  body. 

Syn^tomt,-^UQ  was  tall,  pale,  thin,  and  haggard, 
the  countenance  indicating  a  syphilitic  taint ;  the  tongue 
was  covered  with  a  white  fur ;  the  urine  dear,  and  no 
pain  in  his  back ;  the  ankles  were  rather  swollen,  and 
all  the  joints  painful;  sounds  of  the  heart  natural; 
pulse  130,  very  weak. 

Z>ta,^iiom.— Rheumatism,  ari^ng  from  syphilitic 
debility. 

Indicatioru, — ^To  produce  healthy  secretions,  and 
improve  the  general  health. 

TreaimetU, — He  took  colchicum,  hyoscyamus,  and 
tartrate  of  antimony,  wztii  an  alkaline  draught,  thrice 
a  day,  and  was  ordered  a  warm  bath  at  bed-time. 

22nd.— There  was  no  change];  the  bowels  were 
costive,  and  sleep  disturbed.  Continued  the  medicmes, 
and  was  ordered  calomel  and  hyoscyamus  every  night. 

25th. — He  was  easier,  but  the  right  hand  and  knee 
were  much  swollen.  Continued  the  medicines.  The 
swollen  parte  to  be  panctured  with  a  lancet,  and  placed' 
in  warm  water.  • 

28th. — ^The  pain  had  diminished,  and  the  sweQmga' 
subsided.    Continued  the  medicines. 

November  5th. — Hie  pains  had  become  more  severe ; 
tongue  still  fbned.  Aooidto  was  added  to  the  miztace. 
The  other  medidnea  to  be  continued. 

8th.-»The  pains  were  again  eaaer,  and  they  remained 
so  to  the  15th,  when  he  could  move  his  jointe  tolerably 
well;  pulse  96.    He  continued  the  mixture  thrice  a  dgj^  ' 
and  took  a  Plummer*s  pill  every  night. '  .  ^  '  .- 

19th. — He  had  only  illglit  pains  in  the  shouMers  j 
the  urine  deposited  a  red  sediment;  and  he  had  aeveral 
dark  blotches  on  his  body ;  his  a^pp^eoptinued  pale 
and  crhastlv.  To  continue  the  m^Siciiibsj  and  teke  two' 
drachms  of  cod-liver  oil  night  and  morning. 

He  continued  to  imprcyfe' slowly,  with  occasional 
returns  of  .deep-seated  gnawing  pain,  and  on  the  29th 
ceased  teking  the  colchicum, but  continued  thePlummer's 
pill  every  night,  and  took  a  draught,  consisting  of 
iodide  of  potassium,  conium,  sassafras,  and  scoparium, 
thrice  a  day. 

December  13th. — ^The  blotches  had  become  paler, 
and  on  the  27th  he  was  convalescent,  and  left  the 
hospital  pale  and  thin,  but  free  from  pain,  blotches,  &c. 

In  this  case  there  were  persistent  gnawing  pidns  for 


about'three  months,  which  gradually  diminished,  but 
were  not  eradicated'till  near  the  end  of  the  treatment. 
Their  gradual  yielding  was  no  doubt  due  to  the  con- 
tinued use  of  colchicum  and  diaphoretics. 


DRAFT  OP  THE  PROPOSED  BILL  FOR  THE  REGULATION  OP  MEDICAL  PRACTICE.      ^7 


^nmranul  JBiMtal  k  ^itrgitiil  aranml 


WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY,  21,  1852. 


Wb  h&Ye  great  pleasiire  in  publiBhing  a  draft 
Df  a  bill  eniided  "  A  Bill  to  produioe  TJnifoimity 
of  MedioaL  Education  and  Qualification,  and  for 
4he  Registration  of  those  Licensed  to  Practise 
in  Medicine,"  which  has  been  for  some  time  in 
ooTirse  of  preparation  by  a  small  number  of  the 
members  of  this  Association  ;  these  gentlemen, 
however,  would  of  themselves  have  been  unable 
to  complete  their  tasik,  but  that  it  fortunately 
iiappened  that  the  talented  son  of  our  Founder 
is  by  profession  a  barrister,  atd  has  been  induced 
to  lend  his  powerful  aid  in  drawing  die  techni- 
calities BO  essential  to  the  succesd  of  the  measure. 
It  win  be  unnecessary  for  us  to  explain  the 
Bill,  since  it  is  so  clear  in  its  details  that  "  he 
who  runs  might  read."    But  we  may  remark, 
that  it  has  been  drawn  up  with  a  desire  to  comply 
with  the  previously  expressed    views    of  this 
Association,  and   also   with   the   intention    of 
avoiding,  as  much  as  possible,  doing  injustice  to 
any  existing  Cor]K)ration,  or  individual,  privileges. 
The  grand  principles  of  the  Bill  may  be  enume- 
zated  as  follows,  viz.,  uniformity  of  primary  quali- 
£eation, which  diould  be  sufBcientlyhigh  to  ensure 
protection  to  the  public ;  reciprocity  of  practice ; 
protection  against  quackery  and  irregular  prac- 
tice, by  means  of  registration ;  ftnd  last,  though 
not  least,  the  establishment,  by  the  same  ma- 
chinery as  is  required  for  these  purposes,  of  a 
fund  which  shall  ensure  all  medical  practitioners 
who  register  themselves,  against  illness,  or  in 
case  of  death,  their  wives  and  families,  and  this 
not  as  a  matter  of  benevolence  but  as  a  right. 
Of  course  it  must  be  obvious  that  this  Bill  can 
only  come  into  operation  after  the  granting  of 
die  proposed  New  Charters  to  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons;  but  as  these  Char- 
ters only  wait  the  sanction  of  the  profession, 
diey  may  be  considered  in  esse  for  all  practical 
purposes. 

Our  space  will  not  allow  us  to  go  more  into  par- 
^  ticulan,  nor  perhaps  is  it  desirable  at  present  to 
do  so ;  we  should  be  anxious  to  obtain  and  pub- 
lish the  opinion  of  our  members  on  the  subject, 
since  the  Bill  must  stand  or  fall,  (as  far  as 
its  present  supporters  are  concerned,)  by  the 
fiat  of  the  Association,  expressed  through  the 


Branches,  or  by  individual  members  througjli 
the  Journal. 

The  Worcester  Council  has  desired  us  to 
publish  the  annexed  resolutions,  which  are  as 
follows : — 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Provin- 
cial Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  held  9f 
the  17th  day  of  June,  1851,  a  draft  of  a  proposed 
Bill,  entitled  'A  Bill  to  produce  Unifonniiy  of 
Medical  Education  and  Qualification,  and  for 
the  Eegbtration  of  those  Licensed  to  Practise 
in  Medicine,'  was  submitted  for  approval  by  a 
Committee  composed  of  members  of  the  Associ- 
ation, who  have  long  given  the  aubjeot  their 
careful  consideration.  It  was  resolved,  that  the 
Bill,  so  prepared,  seems  to  carry  out  the  prino^ 
pies  of  Medical  Eeform  so  long  advocated  by 
the  Association,  and  that  it  is,  dierefore,  highly 
desirable  that  the  same  should  be  forwarded  by 
the  Secretary  to  the  Branch  Associations ;  and 
that  they  should  be  requested  to  report  to  him 
their  x>pinions  on  the  various  datises  oomposiag 
the  Bill,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible." 

"  The  Worcester  Council  consider  that  the  Bill 
can  only  be  satisfactory  to  the  profession  if 
accompanied  by  new  Charters  to  the  Boyal  Col- 
leges of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  althougjlb 
they  do  no  not  think  themselves  called  upon  to 
express  any  opinion  on  the  proposed  Bill,  they 
cannot  avoid  impressing  upon  the  memfoen 
generally  the  importance  of  the  measure,  and  the 
necessity  of  unanimity,  if  any  progress  is  to  b<» 
made  in  the  ensuing  Session  of  Parliament." 


DEAFT  BILL, 

"  To  PaODUCB  UnXFOKM TTT  0¥  MbDICAL  EDUCATtOir 

AND  Qualification,  and  for  tbk  RboistratiMi 

.  OF  THOSX  LiCBNSSD  TO  PRACTISE  IN  MbDICINB." 


Preamble.— Whereas  it  is  for  the  good  of  all  Her 
Majesty's  subjects  that  the  knowledge  of  physic  and 
snrgery  should  be  promoted,  and  that  means  shocdft 
be  afforded  whereby  those  who  have  been  examined 
and  found  slcilftil  by  competent  authority  may  be 
known  from  ignorant  and  unskilfn]  pretenders  to 
the  same  knowledge :  And,  whereas  the  laws  now 
in  force  concerning  the  profession  of  physic  and 
surgery  require  to  be  amended :  Be  it  enacted,  by 
the  Queen's  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  wl^i 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  present  FafUa- 
ment  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same : 
I.  Repeai  qf  Staiutes.-^iZ  Hen.  8,  c.  11.]— That  an 

Act  passed  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henty 
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Hbe  Eighth,  infitiiled,  <<Aa  Act  for  the  appointmg 
Fhysiciani  and  Sar^geons  /'  and  also 

5  Hem,  8,  e.  6.]  another  Act  passed  in  the  fifth  year 
of  the  same  reign,  intituled  "  An 

Aet  oonoeming  Snrgeons  to  he  dischaiged  of  Qnesta 

and  other  Thingi ;"  and  also  another  Act  passed  in 
the   Session  of   Parliament 

14  ijf  15,  Hat,  S,  e.  5.]  holden  in  the  fourteenth  and 
fifteenth  years  of  the  same 

idgn,  intitiiled  ''The  PrivUeges  and  Authority  of 
Physicians  in  London;"  and  also 

32  ^(M.  8,  c.  40]    tvro  Ads    passed    in   the  thirty- 

second  year  of   the   same  reign, 

33  Hen,  8,  c.  42.]    respectively  intituled,  "  For  Physi- 

dans  and   their    Privilege,''    and 
"For  Barhers  and  Snrgeons;  and  also  another  Act 
passed  in  the  Session  of  Par- 
33  4r  34«  Hen,  8,  c.  8.]    liament  holden  in  the  thirty, 
third  and  thirty-fourth  years 
of  the  same  reign,  intituled,  «<  A  Bill  that  Persons, 
being  no  common  Surgeons,  may  minister  Medicines, 
notwithstanding  theStatote;" 
1  Ifory,  Sm.  2,  c.  9.]    and  another  Act  passed  in 
the  first  year  of  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary,  intituled,  <<  An  Act  touching  the  Corpo- 
ntion  of  Physicians  in  London;''  and  also  an  Act 
passed   m   the    Session   of 
6  4r  7  Wm.  3,  c.  4.]     Parliament   holden   in   the 
sixth  and  seventh  years  of 
llie  reign  of  King  William  the  Third,  intituled  <' An 
Act  for  exempting  Apothecaries  from  serving  the  offices 
of  Constable,  Scavenger,  and  other  Parish  and  Ward 
Offices,  and  from  serving  on  Juries ;"  and  so  much  of 
every  other  Act  as  continues  the  last  recited  Act ;  and 
also  an  Act  passed  in  the  tenth 
10  Geo,  1,  c.  20.]     year  of  the  reign  of  King  Geoige 
the  First,  intituled,  ''  An  Act  for 
the  better  viewing,  searching,  and  examining  of  all 
Drugs,  Medicines,  Waters,  Oils,  Compositions,  used 
or  to  be  used  for  Medicines,  in  all  places  where  the 
same  shall  be  exposed  for  Sale,  or  kept  for  that  purpose, 
within  the  City  of  London  or  Suburbs  thereof,  or 
within  seven  miles  drcnit  of  the  said.  City;"  and  so 
much  of  another  Act  passed  in  the 
18  Qeo,  2,  c.  15.]    eighteenth  year  of  the    reign  of 
King  George  the  Second,  intituled, 
"An  Act  for  making  the  Snrgeons  of  London  and  the 
Barbers  of  London  two  separate  and  distinct  Corpora- 
tions," as  does  not  relate  to  the  separation  of  the  said 
oorpozations,  or  to  the  master,  governors,  and  com- 
monality of  the  mystery  of  barbers  of  London;  and 
also  so  much  of  an  Act  passed  in 
55  Geo,  3,  c.  194.]     fiffcy.fifth  year  of  the  rdgn  of  King 
Greorge  the  Third,  intituled,  '*  An 
Act  for  better  regulating  the  Practice  of  Apothecaries 
throughout  England  and  Wales,"  as  relates  to  the 
examination  of  apothecaries,  or  to  the  qualifications  of 
persons  ^tending  to  be  examined  or  to  qualify  them- 
lelves  under  that  Act  to  practice  as  an  apothecary,  or 
to  the  fees  to  be  paid  by  apothecaries  for  the  certificate 
of  the  Court  of  Examiners,  or  to  the  penalties  for  , 


practising  as  an  apotheotry  without  having  obtained 
such  a  certificate;  and  abo 
6  Geo.  4,  e,  50,  t.  2.]  so  much  of  an  Act  passed  in 
the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Kmg  George  the  Fourth  aa  enkcto,  that  all  memben 
and  licentiates  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phytidans  hi 
London  actually  practising;  all  surgeons  being  memben 
of  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Surgeons  in  London,  Edm- 
burgh,  or  Dublin,  and  actually  practising ;  all  apothe- 
caries certified  by  the  Court  of  Exammen  of  the 
Apothecaries'  Company,  and  actually  practiamg,  shall 
be  freed  and  exempt  firom  being  returned,  and  fnm 
serving  upon  any  juries  or  inquests  whatsoever,  and 
shall  not  be  inserted  in  the  lists  to  be  prepared  by 
virtue  of  that  Act ;  and^  also  so  much  of  any  Act  or 
Charter  granted  before  the  passing  of  this  Act  aa 
prohibits  any  person  fti>m  practising  physic  or  sugery 
in  any  place  without  such  license  as  is  mentioiied  in 
such  Act  or  Charter  respectively,  or  as  imposes  any 
restrictions  on  the  practice  of  physic  or  surgery  other 
than  is  contained  in  this  Act,  shall  be  repealed  and 
annulled. 

II.  InterpretoHoH  Cl0icie.-^[To  be  inserted  when 
the  Bill  is  completed.] 

III.  Appomimeni  qf  the  Medieal  Cotmeil  fir 
JBHffland,^Tbat  a  Council  shall  be  established,  which 
shall  be  styled—''  The  Medical  Council  for  England  ;'* 
and  that  the  Reghis  Professor  of  Medidne  in  the 
University  of  Oxford,  the  Regius  Professor  of  Physic 
in  the  University  of  Cambridge,  t$id  such  one  of  the 
Medical  Professors  in  the  Umversity  of  London  as 
shall  be  from  time  to  time  designated  by  the  Senate  of 
the  last-named  University,  shall  be  Members  of  the 
said  Council  in  right  of  their  several  Professorships; 
and  that  the  other  memben  of  the  said  Council  shall 
be  six  penons,  to  be  chosen  by  the  Royal  College  of 
Physidans  of  England,  (not  more  than  three  of  such 
six  persons  being  fellows  of  the  said  College,)  six 
persons  to  be  chosen  by  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
of  England,  (not  more  than  three  of  such  six  penons 
being  fellows  of  the  College,)  and  six  persons  to  be 
chosen  by  the  Society  of  the  Art  and  Mystery  of 
Apothecaries  of  the  City  of  London,  (not  more  than 
three  of  such  six  persons  being  memben  of  the  govern- 
ing body  of  the  Society;)  each^of  the  said  appoint- 
ments to  be  nkade  within  one  month  after  the  passing  of 
this  Act ;  and  the  powen  and  duties  vested  in  the  sud 
Council  by  this  Act,  may  be  exercised  and  executed  by 
any  six  memben  thereof. 

IV.  Tenure  of  Office  by  Membere  choeen  by  the 
CoUegea. — ^That  every  member  of  the  said  Council 
appointed  by  the  said  College  of  Physicians,  the  said 
College  of  Surgeons,  and  the  said  Society  of  the  Art 
and  Mystery  of  Apothecaries,  shall  be  entitled  to  be 
a  member  of  the  said  Council  for  three  yean,  and  shall 
then  go  out  of  office,  but  may  forthwith  be  re-chosen; 
and  that  upon  every  vacancy  among  the  memben  of 
the  said  Council,  appointed  by  the  said  College  of 
Physicians,  the  said  College  of  Surgeons,  and  the  said 
Society  of  the  Art  and  Mystery  of  Apothecaries,  and 
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their  sacoeason,  the  said  College  of  Physicians,  or  the 
said  College  of  Surgeons^  or  the  said  Society  of  the  Art 
and  Mystery  of  Apothecaries,  as  the  case  may  he,  shall 
appoint  another  person  to  snpply  such  vacancy. 

y.  JppohUmeni  qfthe  Medical  Cofmeii/or  Scotland, 
—[To  he  inserted  hereafter.] 

VI.  TImure  qf  Office  hy  Membere  of  the  Medical 
Oaimea  pf  Scotland.'^\To  be  inserted  hereafter.] 

VII.  AppomimeiU  qf  the  Medical  Council  for 
JMand,^\To  be  inserted  hereafter.] 

VIII.  Tenwre  qf  Office  hy  Membere  qf  the  Medical 
Council  for  Irektnd.-^[To  be  inserted  hereaftet.] 

IX.  Sspentee  qf  the  Memhert  to  be  paid. — ^That 
tiwre  shall  be  paid  to  the  members  of  the  said  several 
Coondls,  such  reasonable  expenses  incorred  by  the  said 
members  in  performance  of  their  duties  under  this  Act, 
sot  exeeeding  three-  guineas  for  each  attendance,  as 
shall  from  time  to  time  be  allowed  by  the  said  several 
Councils. 

X.  Bach  qf  the  eqid  CouneiU  to  Elect  a  Preaidmt 
and  Vice-Preeident.^That  the  Isaid  Councils  shall,  as 

'  soon  as  may  be  after  they  shall  have  been  appointed  as 
hereinbefore  provided,  meet  at  the  following  places: 
that  is  to  say,  the  Council  for  England  at  the  building 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  in  London,  the 
Council  for  Scotland  at  the  building  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians  at  Edinbuigh,  and  the  Council  for  Ireland 
at  the  building  of  the  King's  and  Queen's  College  of 
Physicians  in  Ireland,  and  shall  each  of  them  elect  one 
of  their  members  to  be  their  president,  and  another  of 
their  members  to  be  their  vice-president;  and  in  all 
cases  every  question  brought  before  any  of  the  said 
Councils,  shall  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes,  (the 
president,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  vice-president,  having 
a  vote,)  and  in  the  event  of  an  equality  of  votes,  the 
president,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  vice-president,  shall 
have  an  additional  or  casting  vote. 

XI.  Each  qf  the  Councile  to  appoint  an  Examining 
Board. — ^That  each  of  the  said  Medical  Councils  shall, 
within  a  month  after  their  first  meeting,  appoint  such 
fit  and  proper  persons  as  the  said  Councils  may  severally 
choose,  to  form  an  Examining  Board  for  the  purpose  of 
canrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  Act;  and 
every  member  of  such  Examining  Board  shall  be  paid 
such  yearly  salary  as  the  Council  by  whom  he  shall 
have  been  appointed  shall  think  fit,  and  shall  hold  office 
for  such  period  as  the  said  Council  shall  determine. 

XII.  Promsiona  at  to  the  appointment  qfa  TVeamr  er, 
Registrar,  and  Secretary ^  and  qf  Clerks  and  Servants, 
and  for  the  making  qf  a  Seal  hy  each  qf  the  said 
Councils. — ^That  each  of  the  said  Councils  shall,  within 
a  month  after  their  first  meeting,  appoint  a  fit  and 
proper  penon  to  be  their  treasurer,  and  also  another 
fit  and  proper  person  to  be  their  registrar  and  secretary ; 
and  ttiere  shall  be  paid  to  each  of  such  treasurers  and 
registrars  such  yearly  salary  as  the  Council  by  whom  he 
shall  be  appointed  shall  think  fit;  and  each  of  the  said 


treasurers  and  registrars  shall  be  removable  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  Council  by  whom  he  shall  have  been 
appointed ;  and  each  of  the  said  Councils  shall  also,  from 
time  to  time,  appoint  such  clerks  and  servants  as  they 
may  deem  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act ;  and 
every  penon  so  appointed  shall  be  removable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Council  by  whom  he  shall  have  been 
appointed,  and  shall  be  paid  such  salary  as  the  Council  by 
whom  he  shall  have  been  appointed  shall  think  fit ;  and 
each  of  the  said  Councils  shall  cause  to  be  made  a  seal 
for  their  use  in  the  execution  of  this  Act,  and  shalj 
cause  to  be  sealed  or  stamped  therewith  all  licences 
granted  or  issued  by  them  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  and 
all  such  licences  and  other  documents  purporting  to  be 
sealed  or  stamped  with  any  such  seal  shall  be  received 
as  primd  facie  evidence  in  all  courts  and  places  what- 
soever. 

XIII.  As  to  RegisiraHon  qf  Medical  Practitioners 
in  practice  hrfore  the  passing  qf  this  Act. — ^That  the 
registrar  of  each  of  the  said  boards  shall,  within  thirty 
days  after  his  appointment,  and  shall  from  time  to  time, 
till  the  first  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-three,  proceed  to  register,  in  books  to 
be  kept  for  that  purpose,  on  payment  of  a  fee  of  five 
diillings,  the  name  and  place  of  abode,  together  with  a 
description  of  the  testimonials  of  every  physician,  sur- 
geon, and  apothecary  who  shall  apply  to  be  registered, 
and  who,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two,  shall  have  taken 
a  degree  in  medicine  in  any  English,  Irish,  or  Scotch 
Universit} ,  or  who  shall  state  his  place  of  abode  and 
apply  to  be  registered,  and  shall  produce  his  diploma, 
certificate,  or  licence,  or  shall  produce  a  duly  attested 
certificate,  or  such  other  proof  as  shall  be  satisfactory 
to  the  said  registrars,  of  his  having  obtained  a  diploma, 
certificate,  or  licence  to  practise  as  a  physician,  surgeon, 
or  apothecary,  dated  prior  to  the  said  first  day  of 
November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two, 
and  granted  by  any  English,  Irish,  or  Scotch  College 
or  Hall,  or  any  corporation  sole  or  aggregate  in  England, 
Ireland,  or  Scotland,  legally  entitled  to  grant  the  sama 
at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act;,  and  also  to  every 
person  who  shall  apply  for  the  same,  and  who  was 
actually  practising  medicine  in  England  and  Wales 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  and  who  shall  sign  a  dedaration 
according  to  the  form  in  schedule  (A)  to  this  Act 
annexed,  and  also  to  every  surgeon  and  assistant-surgeon 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  who  shall  apply  for  the  same, 
and  whose  warrant  of  appointment  bears  date  prior  to 
the  said  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  and  to  every  person  who  shall 
have  been  registered  as  aforesaid  the  said  registrars  shall 
give  a  certificate  according  to  the  form  in  schedule  (C) 
to  this  Act  annexed,  and  which  certificate  shall  be  in 
force  till  the  first  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-three,  and  no  longer. 

XIV.  Every  Person  not  Registered  as  qforesaid  to 
present  himself  before  the  Council  qf  his  country  for 
Examination.  Licences  to  be  granted  to  those  duly 
qualified  on  payment  qf  aFee  qf  j^lO.— That  each  of 
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the  said  ComiciU  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  eveiy  four 
weeks,  for  the  dispatch  of  business ;  and  every  person 
not  being  registered  under  the  provisions  of  the  next 
preceding  section  of  this  Act,  who  intends  to  practise 
medicine  after  the  first  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  aiid  fifty-three,  shall  present  himself  before 
the  Medical  Council  for  the  country  in  which  he  intends 
to  practise,  and  if  such  Council  shall  consider  the  per- 
aon  so  presenting  himself  to  be  properly '  qualified  as 
hereinafter  is  mentioned,  they  shall  direct  their  Registrar 
to  grant  to  such  person  a  licence  according  to  the  form  in 
schedule  (B),  to  this  Act  annexed,  on  payment  of  a  fee 
of  ten  pounds;  and  shall  also  roister,  in  booka  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose,  the  name  and  place  of  abode  of 
Buch  person,  and  shall  also  give  to  such  person  a  certi- 
ficate according  to  the  form  in  schedule  (C),  to  this  Act 
annexed ;  and  which  certificate  shall  be  in  force  until 
the  first  day  of  February  then  next  ensuing,  and  no 
longer ;  and  every  person  to  whom  sudi  licence  shall 
have  been  granted  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to 
•aaome  the  name  and  title  of  a  licentiate  in  medicine, 
fuigery,  and  midwifery. 

XV.  Candidates/or  Licences  to  produce  Teeiimoniab 
to  the  Medical  Council, — That  every  person  who  may 
prasent  himself  before  any  of  the  said  Medical  Councils 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  licence  to  practise  medi- 
cine, ahaU  produce  proofs  to  the  said  Council  that  he 
has  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  shall  also 
produce  such  testimonials  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the 
laid  Council,  that  he  has  applied  himself  to  the  study  of 
medical  and  surgical  science  during  a  period  of  four 
years,  and  that  during  the  aforesaid  period  he  has  passed 
at  least  three  years  in  some  University  or  Medical 
School,  approved  of  by  the  said  Council ;  and  that  he 
has  attended  such  courses  of  dissection,  such  clinical 
and  other  lectures,  and  such  hospital  practice,  and  has 
jMSsed  such  several  examinations  before  the  Examining 
Board  appointed  by  the  said  Council,  as  the  said 
Council  shall  from  time  to  time  appoint. 

XVI.  Triennial  Medical  Congrese  to  be  held, — ^That 
once  in  every  three  years  each  of  the  said  Medical 
Councils  shall  depute  three  of  their  members  to  form  a 
Medical  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  an  uniform 
curriculum  of  study,  in  accordance  with  the  next  pie- 
ceding  section  of  this  Act,  to  be  gone  through  by  all 
candiidates  for  licences  to  be  granted  by  the  said  Coun- 
cils respectively;  and  such  Medical  Congress  shall 
meet  in  London  at  such  place  and  time  as  the  Medical 
Council  U-T  England  shaU  determine;  the  first  Medical 
Congres;  >  be  held  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  election 
of  the  3u\d  several  Medical  Councils. 

XVII.  Reyistrars  to  Issue  Annual  Certificates  toRegis- 
tered  Practitioners,  onpayment  of  a  fee  <2/*20*.— That  the 
registrars  of  each  of  the  said  Councils  shall  from  time  to 
time  issue  a  certificate,  according  to  the  form  in  schedule 
(C),  to  this  Act  annexed,  to  every  person  who  shall  be 
registered  as  aforesaid,  and  who  ahall  apply  for  such 
certificate;  and  the  said  Registrars  shall  issue  such 
certificates  for  the  countries  only  for  which  they  shall 
be  severally  appointed  to  act :  and  every  person  shall, 
upon  his  application  for  such  certificate,  pay  to  the 


registrar  a  fee  of  twenty  shillings ;  and  such  certificate 
shall  bear  date  on  the  first  day  of  February^en  next 
ensuing,  and  shall  continue  in  force  during  one  year, 
and  no  longer. 

XVIII.  All  Monies  received  by  the  Regietrars  to  be 
applied  for  the  purposes  of  the  Aet.-^that  all  monies 
received  by  the  Registrars  of  the  said  several  Coundls 
ahall  be  paid  over  to  the  Treasurers  of  the  said  sevend. 
CouncOs ;  and  shall  be  applied  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  carrying  this  Act  into  execution,  in  such  manner  as 
the  said  Council  shall  direct ;  provided  always  that  one 
half  of  the  monies  received  on  account  of  the  certifi- 
cates herinbefore  mentioned  shall  be  applied  to  the 
formation  of  a  Medical  Provident  Fund  for  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland  respectively,  under  tbe  directioii 
of  the  said  several  Councils ;  and  every  person  who  shall 
have  been  registered  under  this  Act,  and  shall  have 
obtained  a  certificate  during  ten  years,  or,  in  case  of 
his  death,  his  widow  or  children,  thtXL  be  entitled 
to  chiim  relief  firom  the  Council  of  l^t  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  in  which  he  shall  have  been  registered, 
out  of  tbe  monies  of  their  Medical  Provident  Fund. 

XTX.  Applicatum  of  Surplus  Income, — ^That  if, 
after  paying  the  expenses  of  carrying  this  Act  into 
execution,  any  surplus  income,  other  than  the  monies 
hereinbefore  directed  to  be  applied  to  the  ibrmation  cff 
a  Medical  Provident  Fund,  shall  remain  in  the  hands  of* 
the  Treasurer  of  any  of  the  said  Medical  CoundQs, 
such  surplus  shall  be  applied  for  the  founcfing  or  estab- 
lishing of  medical  scholarships  or  prizes,  or  in  pro- 
moting the  advance  of  medical  science  and  literature,  in 
such  manner  as  such  Medical  Council  slpdl  determine. 

XX.  Each  Registrar  to  keep  a  record  qf  Certifi^ 
cates.-^That  the  registrar  of  each  of  the  said  Councils 
shaU  duly  record  an  account  of  every  certificate  which 
he  shall  issue  as  aforesaid;  and  in  the  month  Of 
February  in  every  year  shall  caase  to  be  printed  a 
correct  register,  according  to  the  form  in  schedule  (D,; 
to  this  Act  annexed,  of  the  names  and  places  of  resi- 
dence, arranged  alphabetically,  of  all  persons  to  whom 
he  shall  have  so  issued  certificates  during  the  year  then 
last  past,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 
together  with  a  description  of  the  legal  qualification 
or  qualifications,  with  the  date  or  dates  thereof,  of  all 
persons  registered  under  the  thirteenth  section  of  this 
Act,  and  spedfying  the  date  of  the  Ucence  granted  by 
the  Council,  and  the  degrees  and  diplomas  with  the 
date  or  dates  thereof,  possessed  by  all  persons  registered 
under  the  fourteenth  section  of  this  Act ;  and  such  regis- 
ters shall  be  respectively  called,  "  The  Medical  Register 
for  England,"  *»The  Medical  Register  for  Scotland,*'  and 
"The  Medical  Register  for  Irehmd;"  and  a  printed 
copy  of  the  register  for  the  time  being,  so  published  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  evidence  in  all  courts,  and  before  all 
Justices  of  the  Peace  and  others,  that  the  persons 
therein  specified  have  obtained  certificates  according  to 
the  provisions  of  this  Act ;  and  the  absence  of  the 
name  of  any  person  from  such  printed  copy  shall  be 
evidence,  until  the  contrary  be  made  to  appear,  that 
such  person  has  not  obtained  a  certificate  according  to 
this  Act. 
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XXI.  RiffMered  Penom  BnHited  to  Pntetm  where 
Ctrtlfleaiet  are  Issued;  and  to  TYanffer  their  Names  to 
the  Register  qf  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,— 
niate^eiy  person  who  shaU  be  registered,  and  shall 
pknsess  m  certificate  in  force,  according  to  the  provisions' 
of  this  Act,  shall  be  entitled  io  practise  medicine 
Ukroni^ont  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  which 
Uif^eertificate  was  issued ;  and  every  person  who  shall 
be  registered  in  one  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  may 
titiisfer  his  name  to  the  register  of  any  other  part  of 
the  Uiiited  Kingdom  in  which  he  m&y  be  about  to' 
practise,  on  production  to  the  registrar  of  the  last-named' 
put  of  die  United  Kingdom  of  his  licence  and  certi- 
ficate for  ttBeurrent  yean-;  and  ffieVfe^itthir  shitf there- 
upon grant  to  such  person  so  transferring  his  name  a 
dertfficate  which  shall  remain  in  force  till  the  first  day 
of  V^ebruaty  then  next  ensuing. 

XXtl.  Noperscnto  assume  the  Name  of  Physic^an\ 
tfr  Smrgeon  vho  is  not  duty  guaRfled^—That  no  person 
shall  be  entitled  to  aSsume  the  name  or  style  of  a  Phy- 
sician who  is  not,  in  England,  a  membei^  of  the  Ro5ned 
College  of  Physicians  of  Englaftd,  or  in  Scotland,  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Collsge  ofillysieians  of  Edin- 
burghj  or  in  trdand,  a  member 'bf  the  King^s  and 
Queen's  College  of  Physicians  ihlr&id;  and  no 
person  shall  be  entitled  to  assume  1)ie  naihe  or  style  of 
*  Surgeon  who  is  not,  in  £nglaiid,'i&'  membef  of  the„ 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  or  in  Scodand, 
a  memher  of  the  Royal  College  6f  Surgeons  of  Edfavr 
burgh,  or  hi  Ireland,  a  member  of  the  Royal  CoUe^'o^^ 
Surgeons  in  Dublin;  and  if* any  person  shall,  after 
^tesing  of  this  Act,  assume  the  name  or  style  of  t' 
Phy^dan  or  Surgeon^  without  being  entitled  to  do  so 
tt  aforesaid,  he  sh^,  on  conviction  before  any  Magis- 
trate having  jurisdiction  in  the  <5ounty,  city,  or  plabe' 
where  the  offence  was  committed,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum 
wyt  ezteeding  five  pounds,  nor  lees  than  forty  shillings, 
for  every  such  offence,  to  be  recoverable  witb^  three' 
months  next  after  the  commission  of  the  said  offence. 

XXIII.  Registered  Persons  Entitled  to  Charge  j%r 
Adulee  and  Fin7«.— That  all  persons  who  shall  be 
registered  and  j)<5ssess,  certificates  according  to  the  pro- 
wions  of  thitf^Ac^,  shaU  be  entitled  to  demand  and 
recover  in  any  Court  of  Law,  with  ftai  costs  of  suit, 
zeasonable  diarges  for  medical  or  tfurgical  advice,  visits, 
und  medicines,  rendered  or  supplied  by  them  to  their 
patients,  without  any  other  licence  than  such  repstfy 
«nd  certificates. 

XXIY.  None  but  Registered  Persons  to  Reeoter 
Charges.—That  after  the  first 'day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  three,  no  person  shall 
be  entitled  to  recover  any  charge  in  any  Court  of 
Law  for  any  medical  or  surgical  advice,  attendance,  or 
Ibr  the  performance  of  any  operation,  or  for  any 
medidne  prescribed,  administered,  or  sufiplied  by  him, 
imless  he  shaU  prove  upon  the  trial  either  that  he  is  in 
possession  of  a  certificate  in  force,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,^r  that  he  was  legally  practising 
in  the  capacity  in  which  he  claims  such  charge  at  the 
time  when  the  debt  was  incurred. 

XXV;   Persons  not  Possessing  Ceriiflcaies  XnctyMble 


qf  Acting  as  Medical  Officers  in  Publit  and  Other 
Situations, — That,  after  the  first  day  of  Febcnary  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  no  pen«n  who. 
does  not  possess  a  certificate  in  force,  accor^ng  V>  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  capable  of  holding  tuj 
appointment  in  any  part  of  the  United  IGngdom,  in 
the  capacity  of  a  physician,  surgeon,  apothecary,  or 
other  medical  officer,  in  any  hospital,  infirmary,  dis- 
pensary, lunatic  or  other  asylum,  lying-in  hospital, 
gaol,  penitentiary,  house  of  correction,  house  of  in- 
dustry, parochial  or  union  workhouse,  or  poorhouse, 
parish,  union,  or  other  public  establishment,  body  or 
institution,  or  to "  any  friendly  or  other  society  for 
affording  mutu&l  relief  in  sickness,  infirmity,  or  old  tfge^ 
•■.XXVI.  Summary  Penalty  against  Unregistered PraC' 
\itioners. — ^That,  if  any  person  shall,  after  the  first  day 
of  February  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-threci 
act  or  practise  as  a  physician,  surgeon,  apothecary,  or 
licentiate  in  medicine,  surgery,  and  midwifery,  in  any 
part  of  the  United  kingdom,  without  bein^  duly 
ifegistered  according  to  the  -provisions  of  this  Act,  and 
without  having  a  certificate  as  aforesaid  in  force  at  the 
time  of  his  so  practising  or  acting  as  a'  physician, 
surgeon,  apothecary,  or  licentiate  in  medicine,  surgery, 
and  midwifery,  he  shall,  on  conviction  before  any 
magistrate  having  jurisdiction  in  the  county,  city, 
or  place  where  the  offence  was  committed,  forfeit  and 
Agr  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  pounds,  nor  less  than 
forty  shillings,  for  every  such  offence,  to  be  recoverable 
.^  *)^ithin  three  montiis  next  after  the  coioamission  of  the 
th^laid  offence. 

'  XXVII.  Ripulsion  qf  Registered  PractiioHers  for 
Disgraceful  Conduct,  or  Irregular  Practite. — ^That,  if 
three  registered  practitioners  shall  at  any  time  complatif 
to  the  Medical  Council  of  any  part  of  the  United* 
Kingdom,  or  to  the  Council  of  any  College  or  other 
governing  body,  that  a  person  who  had  obtained  his 
licence,  diploma,  or  qualification  fr6m  subhMedicalCoun* 
cil.  College,  or  body, ,  had  been  conducting  himself  in  a 
manner  calculated  to  bring  scand^  and  odium  on'  the 
profession,  by  publishing  indecent  advertisements  or 
pamphlets,  or  immoral  or  obscene  prints  or  books,  or 
had  been  guilty  of  any  other  disgraceial  and  unprofes- 
sional behaviour,  or  of  any  irreguHsir  practice,  the  said 
Medical  Council,  Council,  or  other  governing  body 
aforesud,  are  hereby  empower^'  to  cite  th6  person 
accused  before  them,  first  givliig'him  due  notice,  and 
a  full  statement  of  the  charges  against  him ;  whereupon 
the  said  Medical  Council,  Council,  or  other  body, 
having  heard  the  defendant,  and*  on  being  satisfied 
that  the  charges  have  been  proved,  or  in  default  of  his 
appearance,  having  decided  that  the  charges  ^ave  been 
proved,  they  are  hereby  required  to  erase  tub  name 
of  such  person  from  the  books  or  rolls  of  the  said 
Medical  Council,  College,  or  other  institution,  as  the 
case  may  be,  and  shall  transmit  forthwith  to  the 
registrar  of  that  part  of  the  kingdom  to  which  such 
Medical  Council,  Collie,  or  other  institution  belongs, 
an  official  report  of  then*  decision,  authenticated  by 
the  seal  of  such  Medical  Coundl  or  College ;  and  the 
said  registrar  shall  thereupon  strike  out  the  name  of 
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the  offending  party  from  the  register  in  his  custody^  and 
it  shall  ever  afterwards  be  excluded  from  every  register 
to  be  kept  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  unless  the 
Medical  Council,  Council,  or  other  governing  body  by 
whom  the  name  was  first  erased  shall  re-admit  it  into 
the  books  or  rolls  of  such  Medi^  Council,  College,  or 
other  institution.  Provided  always  that  the  name  of  no 
person  who  may  be  possessed  of  a  licence  granted  by  a 
Medical  Council  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
Act,  shall  be  erased  from  the  register,  unless  the  regis- 
trar receive  from  such  Medical  Council  an  official 
decision  to  that  effect,  authenticated  by  their  seal. 

XXVIII.  Penalty  for  the  Wifful  FaUification  qf  the 
Beeord  qf  Certifleatea  by  any  Registrar. — ^That  if  any 
Registrar  under  this  Act  shall  wilfully  make  or  cause  to 
be  made  any  falsification  in  any  matters  relating  to  any 
register,  certificate,  or  record  aforesaid,  every  such 
offender  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour  in 
England  and  Ireland,  and  in  Scotland  of  a  ciime  and 
offiance;  and  shall^  on  conviction  thereof,  be  sentenced 
to  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding  six 
months. 

XXIX.  Penalty  for  Obtainmy  Certificate  by  False 
Rqfresentations, — ^That  if  any  person  shall  wilfully 
procure  or  attempt  to  procure  a  certificate  from  any 
Registrar,  by  making  or  producing,  or  causing  to  be 
made  or  produced,  any  false  or  fraudulent  representa- 
tion or  declaration,  either  verbally  or  in  writing,  or 
shall,  by  any  false  or  fraudulent  means  whatsoever, 
possess,  obtain,  use,  or  attempt  to  possess,  obtain,  or 
use,  any  certificate  as  aforesaid,  every  such  person  so 
offending,  and  every  person  aiding  and  assbting  him 
therein,  shall,  upon  being  convicted  thereof,  be  adjudged 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanour  in  England  and  Ireland,  and 
in  Scotland  of  a  crime  and  offence ;  and  thereupon  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Court  before  whom  such  offender 
shall  be  tried  and  convicted  to  sentence  such  offender 
to  be  imprisoned,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  for  any 
period  of  time  not  exceeding  six  calendar  months. 

XXX.  Penalty  for  Falsely  Pretending  to  be  a 
Medical  Practitioner, — ^That  eveiy  unregistered  person 
who  shall  wilfully  and  falsely  pretend  to  be,  or  take  or 
use  the  name  or  title  of,  a  physician,  doctor,  bachelor 
of  medicine,  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  or  any  name,  title, 
addition,  or  description,  implying  that  he  is  registered 
under  this  Act,  or  that  be  is  recognised  by  law  as  a 
physician,  or  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  or  a  practitioner 
in  medicine  or  surgery,  shall,  on  being  convicted  of 
every  such  offence,  before  any  Magistrate  having  juris- 
diction til:  An,  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  pounds, 
nor  less  than  forty  shillings,  to  be  recoverable  as  here- 
inafter described. 

XXXI.  How  Penalties  are  to  be  recovered ;  if  not 
paid,  the  Offender  may  be  Comim//«J.— That  any 
Justice  of  the  Peace  acting  in  and  for  the  county,  dty, 
or  place  in  which  the  offence  has  been  committed,  or 
any  Magistrate  appointed  by  virtue  of  an  Act  passed  in 
the  second  and  third  years  of  the  reign  of  Her  Majesty 
Queen  Victoria,  intituled  '<  An  Act  for  Regulating  the 
Police  Courts  of  the  Metropolis,"  or  one  of  the  Jus- 
tices of  Peace  Courts  in  Scotland,  may  hear  and  deter- 


mine any  complaint  charging  any  person  with  practising 
medicine,  without  a  certificate,  as  aforesaid,  on  the  oath 
of  one  or  more  witnesses,  or  by  the  confession  of  the 
accused  party,  and  shall  award  the  penalty  or  punish- 
ment herein  provided  for  such  offence;  and.  in  every 
case  of  the  adjudication  of  a  pecuniary  penalty  under 
this  Acty  and  of  non-payment  thereof,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  Justice  or  Msgistrate  to  commit  ^ 
offender  to  any  gaol  or  house  of  correction  within  his 
jurisdiction,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  calendar 
month,  when  the  sum  does  not  exceed  forty  shillings, 
and  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  calndar  months 
when  the  sum  does  not  exceed  ten  pounj^ifcii  inpiison- 
ment  to  cease  on  payment  of  the  sum  (|ae. 

XXXII.  Application  of  Poiai/ies.r-'ttafc  any  mm 
or  sums  of  money  arising  ftt)m  oonviQfltii  smd  reeovery 
of  penalties  for  offences  committed  agakiat  the  autho- 
rity and  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  paid  to  the 
Medical  Council  for  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
in  which  such  conviction  shall  take  place. 

XXXIII.  Examiners  may  take  Candidates  to 
Hospitals,  ^c— That  each  of  the  said  Examining  Boards, 
or  any  members  or  member  thereof,  shall  be  empowered 
to  attend  with  the  candidates  for  licences  in  the  public 
hospitals,  or  other  public  institutions  containing  sick 
and  diseased  persons,  and  also  in  any  workhouse,  with 
the  view  of  ascertaining  the  practical  knowledge  of 
such  candidate  in  the  science  of  medicine. 

XXXIV.  Act  not  to  deprive  the  Colleges  qf  Physi- 
dans  in  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin,  nor  the 
CoUeges  qf  Surgeons  qf  England,  Edinburgh,  and  Dub- 
lin,  qf  the  privilege  of  cw^errvng  Degrees  and  Diplomas. 
— ^That  not  anything  in  this  Act  contained  shall  deprive 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  in  London,  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  the  Royal  College  of 
Phyncians  of  Edmburgh,  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
of  Edinburgh,  the  King's  and  Queen's  College  of  Phy- 
sicians in  Ireland,  or  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in 
Dublin,  of  their  respective  rights  to  grant  degrees  or 
diplomas  in  medicine  or  surgery;  but  such  degrees 
and  diplomas  shaU  not,  after  the  first  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  confer  on 
any  person  possessing  them,  or  either  of  them,  the  right 
to  practise  as  a  medical  practitioner  in  any  portion  of 
the  United  Kingdom. 

XXXV.  Provision  far  existing  Students,-— That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  several  Medical  Councils  to 
make  regulations  for  dispensing  with  such  provisions  of 
this  Act  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit,  in  &vour  of  Medical 
Students  who  shall  have  commenced  their  professional 
studies  before  the  passing  of  this  Act. 

XXXVI.  Act  not  to  affect  the  Trade  or  Busineu  qf 
Chemists  and  Druggists,— TbtA  not  anything  in  this 
Act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend, 
to  prejudice  or  in  any  way  affect  the  trade  or  business 
of  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  the  buying,  preparing, 
compounding,  dispensing  and  vending,  drugs,  medicines, 
and  medicinable  compounds,  wholesale  or  retail,  without 
the  giving  of  medical  or  sui^gical  advice. 

XXXVIII.  RegisteredMedicalPractitioners  exempted 
from  serving  on  Juries,  Inquests,  Sfc, — ^That  every  person 
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who  shall  be  registered  and  possess  a  certificate  in  force, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  exempt,  if  he 
■hall  so  desire,  from  serving  on  all  jnries  and  inquests 
wiwtBoeTer,  and  from  serving  all  corporate,  parochial, 
WBfd,  hundred,  and  township  offices,  and  in  the  Militia, 
and  that  the  name  of  sach  person  shall  not  be  returned  in 
any  list  of  persons  liable  to  verve  in  the  Militia,  or  in 
any  sndi  office  as  aforesaid ;  and  no  person  shall  be 
entitled  to  sach  exemption  as  aforesaid,  on  the  gronnd 
of  bang  a  phjsipian,  surgeon,  apothecary,  or  licentiate 
in  medicine,  surgery,  and  midwifery,  who  does  not 
posaesD  such  certificate  then  in  force  as  aforesaid. 

XXXIX.  For  certain  Offmcn,  namet  of  Medical 
PracHiUmen  to  be  erueedjrtm  the  Ref/ieter.^That  if 
mj  registered  medical  practitioner  shall  be  convicted 
il  ItngHmd  or  Ireland  of  any  felony,  or  in  Scotland 
ff  any  erime  or  offence  inferring  in£uny,  or  the 
nt  of  death  or  transportation,  or  if  it 
be  found,  by  die  judgment  of  any  competent 
oourt,  that  any  such  medical  practitioner  shall  have 
proeorBd  a  certificate  under  this  Act  by  any  fraud 
or  frlse  pretence,  or  that  any  such  medical  practi- 
tioner has  wilfully  and  knowingly  given  any  false  state- 
ment, evidence  or  certificate,  in  any  case  in  which  by  law 
the  evidence  or  certificate  of  a  physician,  surgeon, 
apothecary,  or  licentiate  in  medicine,  surgery,  and 
midwifery,  is  required,  the  registrar  of  each  of  the 
Medical  Councils,  on  the  production  before  him  of  an 
office  copy  or  extract  of  the  conviction  or  judgment  of 
the  court,  duly  certified  under  the  hand  of  the  proper 
officer  of  the  Court,  or  other  proof  thereof,  shall  cause 
tike  name  of  such  medical  practitioner  to  be  erased  from 
the  register;  and  every  person  whose  name  shall  have 
been  so  erased  after  such  conviction  or  judgment  as 
aforesaid,  shall  thereby  forfeit  and  lose  all  the  privfleges 
of  a  rqgiateved  medical  practitioner  provided  by  this 
Act.  

SCHKDULK   (A). 

Dedaiation  required  of  a  person  who  claims  to  be 
ngisteied  as  a  medical  practitioner  upon  the  ground 
tihat  he  was  in  practice  as  a  medical  practitioner  before 
the  first  day  of  August,  1851 : — 

7b  tkeRegUirar  qf  the  Medical  ComeU  for  England. 

I,  [Samuel  Baker,]  residing  at  [6,  Duke  Street, 
Sxeter,]  in  the  county  of  [Devon,]  hereby  declare  that 
I  was  practising  as  a  medical  practitioner,  at  [16, 
George  Street,  Hastings,]  in  the  county  of  [Sussex,] 
belbte  tiie  1st  day  of  August,  1815. 

(Signed)  [Samubl  Bakbr.] 

Patod  tUs  [^tii]  day  of  [November]  1852. 

SCHCDULB  (B). 

JJeenee  to  Praetm  Medicine,  Swrgery,  and  Mtdtri/ery. 

This  is  to  certify  that  [Herbert  Jones]  has  been 
csHrefuUy  and  deliberately  examined  as  to  his  skill  and 
abUittes  in  the  science  and  practice  of  medicine,  surgery, 
and  midwifery,  and  as  to  hb  fitness  and  qualification  to 
practise  the  same,  by  the  Examining  Board  appointed 
in  pursuance  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the 
[  ]  year  of  the  reign  of  Her  Majesty  Queen 

Victoria,  intituled  "  An  Act  to  produce  Uniformity  of 
Medical  Education  and  Qualification,  and  for  the 
Registration  of  those  licenced  to  practise  in  Medicine ;" 


and  the  Medical  Council  for  [England]  have,  by  virtue 
of  the  powers  vested  in  them  by  the  said  Act,  directed 
this  Licence  to  be  granted  to  the  said  [Herbert  Jones,] 
certifying  that  he  is  duly  qualified  to  practise  medicine 
surgery,  and  midwifery. 

(Signed)     [John  Fairbbothbb^] 
President  of  the  Medical  Council  for  [England.] 

(Signed)     [Hknbt  Brown,] 
Registrar  of  the  Medical  Council  for  [England.] 

Dated  this I3rd  day  of  [March],  185  . 

SCHBDULB  (C) 

I%e  Medical  Regieter  for  [England,']'— Medical  Regia^ 
tration  Ceri^fieate  for  185  . 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  passed  in  the  [  ]  year  of  the 

reign  of  Her  Biajesty  Queen  Victoria,  intituled,  "  An 
Act  to  produce  Uniformity  of  Medicid  Education  and 
Qualification,  and  for  the  Registration  of  those  Licensed 
to  Practice  in  Medicine,"  I  hereby  certify  that  [James 
Howard],  residing  at  [No.  15,  Ormond  Street,  Man- 
chester!, in  the  county  of  [Lancaster],  (having  pro- 
duced, before  me,  the  Diploma  of  [the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians  of  England]  granted  to  him  [April  IStib, 
1840],  as  [a  Fellow  of  that  Co]l^;el,)  or,  (having 
signed,  before  me,  a  Declaration  according  to  the  form 
in  Schedule  (A)  to  the  said  Act  annexed)  or  (having 
produced,  before  me,  the  Licence  of  the  Medical 
Council  for  [England]  granted  to  him  the  [4th]  day  of 
[May]  185  ,)  he  has  been  duly  registered,  accordmg 
to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act,  as  a  person  who  is 
qualified  to  practise  Medicine  in  any  part  of  [E!ngland 
and  Wales],  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  exercise  all  the 
powers  and  privileges  conferred  by  the  said  Act. 

This  Certificate  to  remain  in  force  until  the  Ist  day 
February,  185  ,  and  no  longer. 

(Signed)  [Hbnbt  Brown], 
Registrar  of  the  Medical  Council  for  [England]. 

Dated  this  [Ut]  day  of  [February]  185  . 

SCHBDULB  (D). 

The  Medical  Register  for  [England],  consisting  of 
(he  names  and  placoi  of  residence  (arranged  alphabeti- 
eally),  with  a  description  of  the  qualifications,  and  the 
dates  thereof,  of  all  persons  legally  qualified  to  practise 
medicine  in  [England],  in  the  year  185  • 


TVke  Namee  qf  Registered  Medical  PraetiOmeref 
(arranged  Alphabeiically,) 


ADDIBON«  JAMBS 

ADLARDp  HUGH 
ADNBT,  RALPH 

ADPABT,  BDMD. 
ADWIN^OILBBBT 


QMgJ^f  rtftiit  aiirf  Cl«ir 


DhlonaM  •  FcDow  of  the 
Bofid  Collage  of  Fhyri* 
dau  of  BBsJaad,  dated 
fth  Avgvit,  1886 

Ufipnee  tnm  the  MediMd 
Council    for    EiMI^ 
dated  aid  April,  19M 

Deelantioa,  m  required 
by  law,  of  haTug  prac- 
tised at  as  Apoiheearf 
beflm  the  let  day  of 
Aogvet,  UlS 

Lioeoee  of  the  Bocie^  of 
Apothecariea,  London, 
daMd  11th  June,  1834 

Lieenec  ftom  the  Medical 
Council  for  England, 
dated  2nd  May.  IS&S; 
Diploma  aa  a  Member 
of  tbe  Boyal  College  of 
Surgeon*  of  England, 
dated  6th  July,  1864. 


fUemtfBmUmtm, 


No.  16,  TwLor  StiWi, 


No.  7, 


The  Orove,  Gtnbcr- 
veU. 


No-40bTolfaie8tm^ 


No.l9.Mllioiii8tiM^ 
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BIRMINGHAM  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

SSFTBMBBE  4TB,  1851. 
T.  W.  WILLIAMS,  BSd,  IN  THE  CHAIB. 

Nim-Vaicuiar  Polypoid  Jknmtr  qf  the,  Eeehan  re- 
moved  hy  Op&aium,^^Bf  Mr.  Hill. 

Vin  tabjeet  of  fhis  case  was  a  woman,  aged  51 .  The 
symptoms  of  the  disease  oonld  not  be  traced  farther 
than  five  months  ago,  when  she  began  to  complain  of 
bnmiog  in  the  rectum,  and  a  slimy  discharge  soon 
afterwanls  apiMared,  and  beoame  very  trambleaome  to 
lli^  patieht.  Five  weeks  before  the  opeliatittn^  portiohtt 
of  the  tumour  projeisted  firom  tbe  anus.  She  then 
snifered  from  constant  tenesmus  and  discharge,  and  her 
hsaldi  began  to  fail.  In  the  operation  the  tumour  was 
fc^nd^to  be  attached  to  the  posterior  wall  of  the 
rectum,  for  about  one  quarter  of  the  circumference  of 
tlie  gut,  and  extended  from  the  anus  to  the  height  of 
tomt  or  five  inches.  The  necessary  examination  brought 
OB  ^blebt  straining,  and  after  the  skin  liad  been  divided, 
a  blunt  hook  was  readily  inserted,  and  the  tumour  was 
drawn  out  of  the  intestine,  and  its  remaining  attach- 
nints  divided.  It  was  little  oigaaised,  and  scarcely 
bled  when  torn  by  the  hook.  It  was  divided  into  two 
lobes,  and  was  covered  with  thickened  mucous  mem- 
brane. Ite  substance  was  homogenous,  tore  readily, 
aad  was  of  a  blackish  brown  colour. 

WUtrO'CariUaginout  Twaumi'  beneath  the' Angle  of  the 
Jaw, — By  Mr.  Hill. 

It  was  removed  by  operation  from  a  healthy  girl, 
aged  22,  chiefly  for  the  sake  of  q>pearaiioe.  It  was 
sHAiated  against  the  body  of  the  lower  jaw,  sinking 
below  it,  and  coming  in  contact  with  the  submaxillary 
gland.  The  platysma  was  stretobed  over  it,  but  it  had 
no  further  important  attachment  than  its  connection 
with  the  gland  by  dense  cellular  membrane,  and  when 
the  skin  and  platysma  had  been  divided,  turned  out, 
and  was  readily  removed.  It  had  been  forming  five 
yean.  It  was  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg,  though  of  greater 
transverse  diameter.  When  divided,  the  cut  surfiice 
presented  a  very  dose  resemblance  to  the  tissue  of  a 
turnip.  It  was  very  dense  and  firm;  hardly  any  fluid 
ooold  be  expressed.  It  seemed  made  up  of  a  pearly, 
semi-transparent,  opaque  white  substance,  in  nearly 
equal  proportions,  disposed  without  any  definite  ar- 
rangement. There  was  entire  absence  of  any  of  tbe 
white  fibrous  lines  of  sdrrhus. 

Esammed  tinder  the  ndcroecqpe  by  Dr,  Rmeell. — 
It  had  exactly  the  characters  of  Jtbro-cartilaffe,  con- 
taining an  abundance  of  cells,  set  in  a  firm,  transparent, 
intercellular  substance,  at  regular  internds,  and  was 
crossed  in  all  direetions  by  fibrous  striation.  None  of 
the  cells  floated  loose,  but  all  were  firmly  connected  by 
the  intervening  tissue,  none  being  in  contact.  They  all 
oontamed  good-sized  nuclei. 


Uterui,  Fallopian  Tubee,  and  Ovariet  qfa  ProetUnie.^ 
ByMr.HoAU.     ^ 

The  parte  exhibited  were  removed  fhwi  «  yo4i^ ' 
woman  who  died  suddenly  of  hewt  <Kseato.    Slie  ltd' 
the  lifb  of  a  prostitote,  and  was  additttod  to  8|Aiit£ 
drinkhig.    The  cavities  on  the  right  side  of  llifrhMl*^ 
w«re  dilated,  and  their   walls   thin.      9mm  waSMeaf 
tAberdes  were  scattered  through  boA  Inags.     The  > 
fWopian  tobes  were  hiilltratsd  and  diitoDdfed  wttkA 
white'cheesy  matter,  (tubercular,)  as  thick  as  a  fiBi|m 
hard,  and  tortuous.     There  iraS  no  appeavanee   of: 
healthy  mucous  membrane,  b«t  it  Was  softened  a&d 
yellowish ;  the  outer  coat  was  thickenod  and  hard. 
Near  to  the  left  ovary  the  tube  was  distended  into  a 
tumour,  of  the  sise  of  an  egg,  ite  oontebts  being  of  Hie 
same  nature.    At  the  posterior  part  of  thd  uterult 
lymph  had  been  deponted,  aiM  become  otganiied. 


October  2md,  1851. 

W.  H.  PARTEIDOS.  BBCU  IN  THB  CHAIK. 

PeMe  Abeeeee  communieatinff  tpith  the  Redum  aakd 
Bladdery  and  opening  also  extemtdhf :  suddenly 
fatal  by  XJlteratUm  into  the  External  Iliac  Artery.-^ 
By  Dr.  Elkinqton. 

E.  Wtbb,  aged  29,  was  admitted  uito  the  Lyinf^tt 
Hospital,  September  10,  1851.  She  stated  that  she^ 
had  been  married  nine  years,  and  had  bad  onechOd^ 
wUch  was  eight  yean  old.  About  last  Christasaa  ak» 
had  an  attadc  of  acute  iheiiniaii8m«  to  whieh  she  faedb 
been  subject  for  several  years  in  the  upper  and  lower 
extremities.  In  February,  and  soon  after  the  rhenmatitf 
inflammation  had  left  the  extramitieB,  she  sufficed,  en 
attack  of  pain  in  the  pdvis  and  hips.  This  was  feUoiPe& 
by  a  purulent  discharge  from  the  vagina,  but  without 
any  permanent  relief.  She  has  been  in  a  bad  state  of 
health  ever  since,  and  suffered  almost  constant  and 
severe  pain.  Has  had  great  pain,  and,  at  times»  diffi- 
culty in  making  water.  Lately  her  urine  has  escaped 
every  now  and  then,  involuntarily;  and  has  been  «fr 
times  mixed  with  pus.  She  is  much  emaciated; 
pulse  quick  and  fee)^ ;  no  hectic.  ComplainB  of  great 
pain  and  tenderness  over  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen 
and  constont  indination  to  bear  down. 

On  making  an  external  examination  I  found  a  fulness 
of  the  right  iliac  region,  and  immediatdy  above  Poupait's 
ligament,  and  midway  between  the  anterior  superior 
spine  of  the  ilium  and  pubes,  an  oval  sweiling,  nearly 
two  inches  long,  the  integumente  covering  it  bdng 
thin,  red,  and  about  to  ulcerate.  There  was  fluctuation, 
but  the  psin  on-  pressure  was  so  great,  over  the  wholt 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  that  it  was  impossible 
to  make  a  careful  and  minute  examination. 

On  making  anjexamination  per  vaginam,  the  utenia 
appeared  about  ite  normal  rize  but  was  drawn  upwards, 
the  vagina  relaxed,  and  ite  surface,  anteriorly,  puckered 
or  irregular,  and  thickened.  She  gete  very  little  sleeps 
Ordered  Pil.  Anod.  omni  noete.  Mist.  Tonic,  ter  diei 
A  warm  Ihiseed  poultice  [and  a  generous  diet.  The 
poor  woman  became]  alarmed  at  her  stete  and  left  the 


BIRMINGHAM  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 


46 


iMMpital  on  the  12th.  She  retunied,  however,  on  t)>e 
15th.  She  was  worse,  and  the  swelling  in  the  groin 
liiger.  In  the  course  of  the  night  the  abscess  broke, 
and  there  was  a  faurge  quantity  of  very  oflfensive  pns 
discharged.  She  had  previously  refused  to  allow  the 
abscess  to  be  opened.  She  was  directed  to  lie  upon  the 
right  ride  to  facilitate  the  escape  of  the  pus,  to  continue 
the  poultice  and  her  mixture  and  pill,  and  to  take  a 
pmt  of  porter  and  two  ghisses  of  port  wine  daOy. 

On  the  2l8t  of  September  she  was  better,  had  less 
pain,  and  less  discharge.  During  the  night  she  got 
out  of  bed,  and  soon  after  she  had  lain  down  again,  she 
called  to  the  nurse  and  said  she  was  bleeding,  and  died 
Almost  immediately.  The  nurse  states  that  she  lost  a 
pjpt  of  Uood  in  two  minutes,  and  that  "  it  came  out 
like  a  fountain.'' 

Poit-mortem  esaminatian, — ^A  large  t^st  was  found 
occupying  the  xi|^  half  of  the  pelvis,  its  outer  wall 
being  bounded  b{r  the  bones  of  the  pdvis.  It  commu- 
mcated  by  a  smsdi  opening  wilii  the  bladder,  with  the 
coecum,  and  with  the  «KlenMl  opening  in  the  groin.  It 
appears  to  hsTe  had  its  origin  In  the  o^rasry.  Theintegu- 
ments  about  the  groin  were  oompletely  separated  from 
the  muscles,  which  were  bared  to  the  extent  of  two  or 
tluee  inches.  The  external  iliac  artery,  about  an  inch 
below  the  bifurcation  of  the  common  iliac,  was  opened 
byulcention,  and  its  coats  for  some  little  distance 
a^ypeared  in  a  sloughy  state,  ^llie  artery  was  surrounded 
for  some  distance  by  part1y-organi2ed  lymph,  which 
firmly  connected  it  with  the  vein,  but  at  the  pomt  of 
lilceration  thiere  was  no  deposit  of  lymph  nor  any 
attempt  at  protection  or  repair. 

MonBironfy, — ^By  Mr.  Bassbtt. 

llie  specimen  consists  of  the  lower  portion  of  die 
1>ody  of  an  infant,  consisting  apparently  of  a  single 
extremity,  expelled  about  the  full  period  of  gestation. 
The  umbilicus  is  found  issuing  from  near  the  median 
)Sne.  Passing  downwards  and  backwards  from  this  point 
jre  notice,  on  the  one  side,  a  dark  mark,  indicating  the 
fOal  apertnre,  which  was  not  patent;  on  the  other 
side,  furrows,  and  a  small  portion  of  pendulous  iotegu- 
vamt,  as  if  some  intnuuterine  amputation  bad  taken 
plaoB.  From  the  knee  (he  single  lower  extremity  di- 
minishes, until  it  terminates  in  a  crooked,  shrivelled, 
proboeois.  The  bones  which  have  been  dissected,  will 
b^  observed  as  follows : — ^The  spinal  eolqmn  termioates 
in  front  of  a  rudimentary  saeram  ;  this,  with  the  lower 
part  of  the  spine,  is  attached  to  the  innominate  bones, 
nUah  oonmt  merely  of  the  ilia,  coalescing  to  form  a 
.<fiDfle,  inr^Blir,  ftn-shaped  bone,  terminating  in  front 
m  a  sharp  point ;  the  true  pelvis  is,  consequently,  quite 
aefisieut.  The  femur  "pments  a  large  head.  Two 
gMai  trecbaateiB  on  opposite  sides  of  the  bone;  a 
•«m«fl  abaft,  the  lower  end  expanded  into  two  pairs  of 
eoMlyles,  separated  by  a  broad  groove.  The  periostemn 
fs  detaehed.  A  quantity  of  dark  coloured  fluid  was 
Ibnnd  between  it  and  the  shaft  of  the  fomur,  as  also  in 
the  Imee-joint.  There  are  two  patelle  adi^ted  to  each 
padr  of  condyles.  Below  the  knee  a  single  tibia  only  is 
found,  which  terminates  in  a  point.     The  muscular 


development  is  iivegular.  No  urinary  bladder  was 
observed.  The  genitals  were  entirely  absent.  The 
bowels  were  natorally  developed,  and  were  ftiQ  of 
healthy-looking  meconium.  All  the  other  parts  <tf 
flie  child  healthy. 

From  the  mother's  statement  the  child  appeared  to 
have  been  dead  about  ten  days.  She  had  been  the 
subject  of  BO  peculiar  mental  impression;  but  thxa 
having  peroeived  so  little  of  Hie  child,  she  thought 
"something  was  im>ng."  She  afterwards  informed 
me  she  had  frequently  noticed,  and  regarded  with 
feelings  of  pity,  a  man  who  had  lost  one  of  Ids  lagit 
but  she  never  felt  any  fear. 

Large  Bony  Tmwntr  Ommeted  with  the  PeHne  BoMtf 
fymg  pm-tiy  m,  and  parUff  projeeimg  through,  the 
Pehk  and  T^riod  Foramm.-^Bj  Mr.  Sayao*, 
West  Bromwidi. 

Mr.  B.,  aged  58,  of  strumous  habit,  a  sauoepan- 
handle  maker  by  trade,  was  seized  with  acute  ibeuma- 
ti^m  in  February  last,  after  a  continued  exposure  to  wet 
and  cold.  The  attack  was  a  very  severe  one,  and  after 
a  time  became  chronic.  He  so  for  recovered  as 
to  be  able  to  get  down  stairs  in  April.  About  this 
time  he  began  to  complain  of  severe  pain  over  the 
sacrum,  no  tenderness,  and  considerable  difficulty  in 
walking,  his  general  health  remaining  very  bad.  By 
my  advice  he  had  change  of  air,  and  went  to  the 
salt  wells  near  pudley,  and  had  several  warm  batiis, 
with  the  hope  of  relieving  the  pam  in  the  back 
and  the  general  stiffness  about  the  joints.  After 
sta3ring  a  fortnight,  he  came  back  worse  than  he  went, 
with  loss  of  flesh,  impaired  appetite,  proftise  sweats, 
increased  pain  in  the  back,  which  he  described  as  being 
internal,  (it  was  unaccompanied  by  external  tenderness,) 
and  an  entire  inability  to  walk ;  there  were  seversl 
strumous  enlargements  about  the  ribs,  the  whole 
inguinal  glands  became  enlai^d  and  tender,  and  a 
small  hard  tumour,  pushing  itself  down  under  the 
adductor  muscles  of  the  thigh,  made  its  appearance; 
the  faeces  became  somewhat  flattened;  a  frequent 
desire  to  make  water.  The  tumour  in  the  tiiifj^ 
increased  rapidly,  eventually  becoming  as  large  as  iiie 
doubled  fist;  and  the  upper  extremity  pushing  the 
bladder  above  the  pubes ;  he  was  now  unable  entirely 
to  empty  the  bladder,  and  I  was  obliged  now  and 
then  to  pass  the  catheter.  He  gradually  got  worse, 
emaciated  very  much,  and  died  in  the  latter  part  Of 
August. 

On  making  a  pott-mortem  examination,  thirty-four 
hours  after  death,  the  body  was  found  to  be  extremely 
emaciated,  enlargements  on  about  half  a  dozen  of  the 
ribs,  and  the  inguinal  glands  enlarged.  I  was  only 
allowed  to  examine  the  region  of  the  tumour ;  and  in 
iirder  to  expose  the  contents  of  the  pelvis  well,  I  made 
a  semilunsr  incision  from  the  superior  anterior  spinous 
process  of  one  ilium  to  the  other,  and  on  the  right  side 
joined  this  to  another  extending  by  the  inner  side  of 
the  sac  round  the  tumour;  these  gave  us  a  com- 
plete view  of  the  contents  of  the  pelvis  and  the  pro- 
jecting part  N  of  the  tumour.      The  bladder  was  found 
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ihiekeiied  on  its  under  snri^  arising  from  pressoie  of 
the  tumour,  otherwise  healthj;  ntetera  natoral,  kidneys 
heshhy.  The  anterior  surface  of  the  rectum  was 
adheKDt  to  the  posterior  part  of  the  tumour,  which 
three  parts  filled  up  the  carity  of  the  pelvis,  and  was 
linnly  attached  to  the  rami  of  the  pubis  and  iscfaia. 
It  had  projected  into  the  thigh,  through  ttie  obdurator 
foramen;  it  was  conneoted  with  the  bones  of  the 
pdris,  apparently  by  the  periosteum.  On  section,  it 
was  found  composed  aX  cancellated  bony  tissue,  which 
was  oorered  externally  by  a  layer  of  compact  tissue. 

CsnceroMs  TWrnour  eoimeeted  with  ike  Stomaeh.-^Bj 
Mr.  Sataok,  West  Bromwich. 

Mary  Ann  H.,  aged  52  years,  married,  the  mo^er 
of  four  children,  of  thin  spare  habit  of  body,  had  an 
attack,  about  two  years  ago,  of  inflammation  of  the 
Hver ;  since  then  she  has  been  subject  to  dyspepsia  in 
▼arious  forms,  and  in  March  last  had  another  of  her 
attacks  of  inflammation  of  the  liyer  in  the  acute  form ; 
this  was  reUered  by  leeching,  blistering,  and  mercury, 
leaving  an  enlargement  and  hardness  over  the  liTer. 
After  a  little  time  both  these  symptoms  increased, 
accompanied  by  tenderness  and  low  ferer,  with  a 
doughy  feel  of  the  part,  giring  an  idea  of  abscess 
of  the  liver  forming.  General  peritonitis  after- 
wards came  on,  whidi  was  met  with  the  usual 
treatment;  ascites  afterwards  supervened,  and  in 
April  last  I  tapped  her,  and  drew  from  her  nine- 
teen pints  of  serum.  After  this  she  somewhat 
rallied,  and  was  able  to  get  down  stairs  again,  the 
swellmg  and  hardness  of  the  liver  still  continuing, 
rather  increasing  in  size,  accompanied  at  times  with 
great  pain,  and  some  tenderness  generally  over  the 
abdomen.  Her  secretions  were  generally  natural,  and 
her  appetite  failed.  She  became  emaciated,  and  finally 
sunk  in  the  early  part  of  September. 

On  making  a  pogi-mortem  examination  about  fourteen 
hours  after  death,  the  body  presented  externally  extreme 
emaciation,  with  great  hardness  and  enlargement  over 
the  liver,  and  some  fluctuation  was  felt  in  the  abdomen. 
On  opening  the  abdomen,  about  two  quarts  of  serum 
escaped  from  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum ;  the  right 
side  over  the  lirer  was  occupied  by  a  large  substance, 
strongly  adherent  to  the  walls  of  the  abdomen,  and  ex- 
tending over  the  transverse  colon,  duodenum,  and  large 
curvature  of  the  stomach,  to  all  of  which  it  was  strongly 
adherent;  it  had  the  appearance  ef  sdrrhus;  the  liver 
was  enlarged,  softened,  and  presented  the  nutmeg 
appearance;  the  intestines  were  generally  pale  through- 
out; the  spleen  and  pancreas  both  healthy;  the  whole 
of  the  contents  of  the  abdominal  and  pelvic  viscera  were 
strongly  adherent  throughout,  and  thickly  studded  over 
with  tuberculous,  deposit;  the  kidneys  were  healthy; 
the  examination  was  not  carried  forther. 
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n  the  Editor  of  the  Protmeial  Medktd  mid  Bwrgieai 
Jowmal, 
Snt,-— We  are  instructed  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Manchester  Medico-Ethical  Association,  to  forward  to 
you  the  accompanying  correspondence  for  publicatloa 
in  the  Proomeial  Medical  and  Surffieal  Journal, 

Having  in  a  previous  instance  of  the  same  kind  re- 
monstrated with  Mr.  Windsor  without  any  sucoess,  flie 
Committee  consider  that  they  have  no  other  means  of 
dealing  with  the  case,  than  by  bringing  the  facts  to  tha 
knowledge  of  the  whole  profession. 
We  are.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servanta, 
JOHNAIKBNHEAD,  \„^  «^ 
W.  C.  WILLIAMSON,  /  "^-  *^**- 

112,  Oxford  Street,  Bianchester, 
December  27, 1851. 


COR&BSPOKDKNCB. 

MaaelwrtOT,  PieadiUr,  Deoember  H  >M1- 

'  DsAft  Sn, — I  forvrard  to  you  the  enclosed  corres- 
pondence, which,  as  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  tbe 
Medico-Ethical  Association,  you  will  deal  with  in  die 
manner  you  deem  best.  The  statements  oontainad 
in  Mr.  Windsor's  last  communication  I  know  to  be 
inoonect.  He  has  been  misinformed.  The  focts  are 
precisely  as  stated  in  No.  7  of  the  series.  I  fUt,  how- 
ever no  necessity  of  replying  further,  as  their  bearing  ia 
purely  personal,  not  professional.  On  every  other 
ground  but  this  latter  one,  I  should  have  treated  Mr. 
Windsor's  conduct  with  contemptuous  disregard.  I  am 
sure  that  in  this  case  yon  will,  on  Mr.  Windsor's  account, 
feel  with  me  more  of  sorrow  than  of  anger.  Ye^ 
when  such  flagrant  infractions  of  professional  morality, 
as  those  disclosed  in  the  accompanying  correspondenoey 
obtain  with  a  practitioner  of  forty  years'  standing,  an 
Honorary  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  and 
Senior-Surgeon  to  an  hospital,  I  think  it  becomes  a 
duty  to  notice  such  conduct,  in  some  form  or  another  ; 
and  it  is  in  this  view  of  the  case  that  I  send  yon  the 
cor^pondenoe. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  fisithfolly, 
Dr.  Aikenhead.  Daniel  Noblb. 


No.  1. 

Fteeaditty*  Boiday  aflamooa. 

Dkae  Sn,— Last  evening  I  was  sent  for  to  see 

Mrs. ,  of Road,  after  being  with  whom  for 

nearly  an  hour,  I  prescribed  and  left  word  that  I  should 
call  again  early  this  morning.  I  had  already  told  them  I 
could  not  recognise  or  in  any  way  act  witii  the  previous 
attendant,  who  I  understand  possesses  no  qualification  for 
the  duties  he  has  undertaken,  nor  the  title  he  has  assumed. 
I  have  to-day  received  an  intimation  that  my  further  ser- 
vices are  dispensed  with,  because  you,  less  scrupulous 
than  myself,  see  no  difficulty  in  sanctioning,  and  in  co- 
operating with,  the  person  I  had  declined  to  meet;  and, 
in  focC;  that  you  had  entered  upon  an  attendance  under 
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the  caronmttaiioeti  in  question.  I  do  not  oomphin  of 
ihii  conduct  in  reference  to  myself;  'l  ask  for  no  ex- 
pinstion ;  Imt  I  deem  it  right  that  yon  should  not  be 
vnacqtninted  with  any  of  the  drcanistanoes  of  the  case, 
and  I  regret  ezoeedingly  that  so  ilagnnt  a  disregard  of 
tiie  ftnt  principles  of  medical  ethics,  should  have  been 
shown  by  yon,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  soocessfol 
— itiwi  of  the  profession  in  Mandiester. 
Tours  truly, 
J.  Wmdaor,  Esq.  Danixl  Noble. 

No.  2. 

■  D«An  Sir, — ^I  have  just  rscetred  your  note,  and  am 
sorry  that  anything  should  have  occurred  unpleasant  to 
yonnelf.  The  circumstances  an  these :— Alter  I  had 
gone  to  bed  late  last  evening,  I  receiTod  an  urgent  message 
to  visit  Mrs.  — ,  of  — —  Road.  On  arriving  there, 
I  found  Mr.  Hughes  in  attendance  at  the  house,  that  he 
bad  attended  her  in  her  confinement  about  a  week  pre- 
▼lously,  and  had  subsequently  been  in  reguUv  attendance. 
I  knew  nothing  of  your  attendance  until  I  had  been 
Bome  time  in  the  house,  when  I  was  informed  of  it,  and 
your  prescription  was  shown  to  me.  You  had  prescribed, 
I  believe,  Tra,  Opei.  Sp.  Ammon.  Foetid,  and  Mist 
Camph.,  but  I  am  not  quite  certain,  and  I  was  informed 
of  your  having  stated  to  the  femQy  that  you  did  not 
eonsider  ihe  case  as  one  of  any  danger.  I  must  confess 
that  I  had  a  very  different  impression  of  it,  and  cannot 
but  suppose  that  it  must  have  considerably  changed  its 
ciiaracter  in  the  interval  of  our  respectively  seeing  it. 
She  had  been  wildly  delirious,  with  screaming  and  rest- 
tosness,  her  pulse  130  a  minute,  and  of  a  strong  and 
bounding  charscter.  Under  these  circumstances,  though 
I  shouM  have  been  truly  glad  to  have  done  so,  I  could 
not  sanction  the  immediate  propriety  of  your  prescrip- 
tion. Although  I  had  not  had  any  professional  or 
olher  communication  with  Mr.  Hughes  for  a  very  long 
period,  I  knew  nothing,  whetlier  or  no,  he  had  yet 
become  a  qualified  practitioner.  I  stated  my  opinion 
of  the  case  to  him,  and  that  the  only  safe  treatment  of 
it  should  be  at  once  actively  and  decidedly  antiphlogistio. 
lliough  I  found  her  rather  better  this  morning,  and  by 
no  means  out  of  danger,  I  am  of  opinion  that  any 
other  plan  of  treatment  than  the  one  I  thought  right 
to  suggest,  would  have  involved  the  greatest  risk  of  her 
life,  and  I  could  not,  under  the  circtimstances,  conscien- 
citmsly  decline  interfering,  as  otherwise  I  should  have 
been  glad  to  have  done. 

Yours  truly, 
D.  Noble,  Esq.  J.  Windsoa. 


No.  3. 


Piccadilly,  Mondaif  monung. 

DxAK.  Sm, — Permit  me  to  ask  you,  with  the  respect 
due  to  one  so  much  my  senior  as  yourself, — ^Whether  a 
^Bfferenoe  of  opinion  concerning  a  case,  constitutes  a 
sufficient  reason  for  setting  aside  a  regular  practitioner 
and  taking  up  with  one  notoriously  disqualified  ?  I  do 
not  oomphdn  that  your  opmion  was  different  from  mine, 
hut  of  the  conduct  which  ensued.  I  submit  that  you 
sjhould  have  procured  my  personal  attendance  once  more, 
igDoring  the  person  you  consulted  with;  when,  if  I  had 
foiled  to  convince  you  that  the  prominent  features  of 


theoase  were  hysterical  and  adynamic,  rather  than  inflam- 
matory, or  contrariwise,  it  would  have  been  for  one  of 
us  to  retire  by  common  consent,  unless  a  third  had 
been  called  in  to  reconcile  our  differences  or  to  give 
preponderance  to  the  opinion  of  one  of  us.  I  only 
regret  this  circumstance  on  personal  grounds  ;  had  it 
occuired  with  one  to  whom  I  was  a  comparative 
stranger,  I  never  should  have  noticed  it.  That  yon 
should  so  have  acted  is  yet  past  my  comprehension. 
Yours  truly, 
J.  Windsor,  Esq.  ^anibl  Nobli. 

No.  4. 

II,  Pieeadnij  Dw.  find.  IStl. 

Dbax  Sn, — I  recuved  your  second  note  this  morn- 
ing, but  considering  my  former  reply  sufficientiy  ex- 
planatory. I  have  little  to  add.  I  consider  the  case  of 
Mrs.  -^— ,  to  which  I  was  called  up  after  midnight,  to 
be  one  of  a  very  dangerous  charaoter,  requiiing  very 
prompt  and  active  remedial  means.  I  have  seen  her 
twice  since,  and  have  yet  observed  nothing  inducing 
me  to  alter  my  first  impressions.  Your  own,  both  as 
stated  at  the  time,  and  since  in  your  note  to  me,  appear 
to  have  been  very  different,  and  I  could  only  explain 
this  as  stated  before,  by  some  change  in  the  interval 
elapsuig  between  our  respective  visits ;  and  as  Mr.  — , 
decided  upon  retaining  me,  although  the  choice  was 
freely  offered  to  him^  as  I  had  no  wish  to  supersede 
you,  sfld  should  have  been  glad  not  to  have  been  called 
in  at  all,  I  submit  that  under  the  drcumstanoes  I  waa 
not  only  justified  in  doing  so,  but  imperatively  called 
upon  to  prescribe.  You  mentioned  that  you  considered 
it  a  ease  of  ansemia  combined  with  hysteria,  but  since 
my  attendance  she  has  exhibited  no  symptoms  of  either 
the  one  or  the  other,  but  pretty  unequivocally  those  of 
puerperal  mania. 

Both  the  patient  and  her  husband,  I  am  informed, 
had  long  been  particular  acquaintances  of  Mr.  Hughes, 
who  was  very  anxious  about  the  case,  and  suggested  my 
advice  upon  the  occasion,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
give,  at  least,  conscientiously,  and,  if  I  could  have  helped 
it,  without  offence  to  any  one. 

Yours  truly, 

Daniel  Noble,  Esq.  John  Windsor. 


No.  5. 

Pkeadillj,  XoBday  evenlBf. 

Dba&  Sib, — Please  to  refer  again  to  my  second  note, 
and  you  will  find  that  I  say  nothing  of  ansmia; 
adynamic  was  the  word  I  used.  AtasiCf  probably,  is 
the  term  which  would  best  have  conveyed  my  idea.  I, 
too,  deemed  the  case  to  be  one  of  "  puerperal  mania," 
and  by  that  very  term  have  entered  it  in  my  case-book. 
But  I  need  not  remind  you  that  the  phraseology  is 
applicable  to  very  different  pathological  conditions,  aa 
with  mania  occurring  under  other  circumstances. 

My  previous  remarks  upon  Mrs.  *s  case,  have 

had  reference  to  the  state  of  her  system  as  demanding 
treatment;  and  considering  that  it  bore  an  affinity 
rather  to  the  hysterical  and  adynamic  condition, 
than  to  that  of  inflammatory  action,  I  prescribed  the 
remedies,  which  do  not  appear  to  have  met  with  your 
approval.  I  never  said  that  there  was  no  danger,  but 
that  the  patient  was  not  djfmg,  as  the  bystanders 
imagined. 
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Bat,  onoe  more,  I  miut  urge  upon  you,  that  about 
■ay  difference  of  opinioni  or  any  qnestion  of  personal 
grievance,  I  repudiate  all  concern.  My  complaint  is, 
of  the  grave  offence  which  yon  hare  committed  against 
fhe  profession  to  which  we  respectively  belong,  and  I 
rnnst  really  insist,  that  the  actnal  point  at  issne  yon 
entirely  evade. 

I  presume  that  tiiis  most  unpleasant  correspondence 
must  now  dose.  I  think  it  right,  however,  to  inform 
you,  in  conclusion,  that  I  purpose  pladng  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Medico-Ethical  Associ- 
ation, remaining  meanwhile. 

Tours  truly, 

J.  Windsor,  Esq.  Danikl  Noblb. 


No.  6. 


nouMO^t  ToMdfty  aftanow. 
Dba&  Si&,— I  reoeived  your  third  note  this  morning, 
•ad,  in  condusion,  will  make  a  few  observmtbns, 
eliiefly  as  a  brief  recspitnlation  of  the  whole  affiur.  It 
Bppean  that  you  wen  called  on  Saturday  evening  to 
visit  a  patient  who  had  been  attended  inheroonfine- 
nenti  and  subsequently  fbr  about  a  week,  by  Mr. 
Hughes,  but  you  did  not  choose  to  recognise  him  in  the 
matter,  but  by  yourself  prescribed  iorthe  patient;  that, 
in  the  course  of  the  same  night,  I  was  sent  for,  and 
after  visiting  Mrs.  ,  I  was,  for  the  first  time. 

Informed  that  you  had  also  seen  her,  and  your  pre- 
scription was  diown  to  me.  Having  paitioutely  ex- 
amined the  symptoms,  and  inquired  into  the  prevtoas 
oondltian,  (one  of  great  excitement  with  delirium,)  and 
a  very  frequent,  strong,  bounding  pulse,  I  did  not  foel 
Jwtified  in  then  adopting  your  plan  of  treatment.  I 
ean  sfaicersly  add,  that  I  thus  difier  from  you  with 
veiy  great  reluctance,  and  should  have  been  very  glad 
to  have  either  concurred  with  you,  or  to  have  given  up 
flie  case  altogether,  if  I  could  have  done  so  with  pro- 
priety, but  considered  that  my  professional  duty  to  one 
pladed  under  my  oare,  should  be  paramount  to  every 
other  consideration.  In  your  note  to  me  you  men- 
tioned that  you  considered  the  case  one  of  an  hysterical 
and  adynamic  nature,  (I  had  certainly  misread  the 
latter  word  anamia,)  and  had  from  the  first  considered 
it  as  puerperal  mania.  I  was  informed  that  you  had 
pronounced  it  to  be  unattended  with  any  particular 
danger,  and  on  farther  inquiry  to-day  your  observa- 
tion to  Uiat  effect  has  been  reasserted.  I,  on  the  other 
lumd,  considered  it  a  case  of  very  urgent  character,  and 
fiunght  with  the  most  imminent  danger.  With  regard 
to  my  conference  with  Mr.  Hughes,  the  regular  attendant 
in  the  ease,  wluch  you  seem  to  consider  the  gravest 
part  in  the  matter,  I  must  frankly  acknowledge  that  I 
•aw  no  olqection  in  receiving  i^m  him,  one  who  had 
gone  through  a  regular  professional  education,  though 
not  yet  possessed  of  a  diploma,  the  history  of  the  case, 
and  the  treatment  hitherto  pursued. 

On  the  day  following  my  first  virit  I  might  have 
called  upon  you,  to  explain  verbally,  the  eirenmstances 
which  had  occurred,  but  was  excessively  hurried,  as, 
indeed,  I  have  been  ever  since,  and  your  first  note  on 
Sunday  evening  seemed  to  supersede  that,  perhaps, 
more  satisfactory  mode  of  explanation. 
Yours,  truly, 

Danid  Noble,  Esq.  John  Windsob. 


No  7. 

Fie«i4ai7*  Tuadar  «vasiif. 

Dbab  SiB,^Respectingthe^Aolo^  of  Mrs.  -^«'f 
esse,  I  will  enter  into  no  dispute,]  the  greater  yov 
difference  of  opinion  with  me,  the  more  wmghtj,  I 
maintain,  were  the  reasons  for  your  requiring  qqr 
attendance  in  consultation,  before  you  oAred  fli 
opinion,  or  prescribed.  I  have  only  this  afternoe* 
been  informed,  upon  unquestionable  authority,  that  the 
fiunily  did  not  c^  you  in  at  all,  but  the  irregnlsr  ptac- 
titioner  before  referred  to;    that  Mr.  ■  knew 

nothing  of  your  coming  until  he  saw  you  in  his  house 
in  company  of  the  person  who  had  been  virtually  dis- 
mi^Bed ;  that,  upon  learning  the  immediate  antecedents, 
you  asked  to  see  my  prescription,  and,  upon  its  being 
shown,  pronounced  at  onoe  a  decidedly  unfovouiaUff 
judgment  upon  what  I  had  done.  Is  it  wonderful  tiiatv 
upon  this,  you  should  have  been  chosen  to  oontinne  ia 
charge  of  the  case— you,  upwards  of  twenty  years  mf 
senior  ?  If  you  aee  nothing  objectionable  in  the  pracftioe 
of  meeting  in  consultation  penons  unqualified,  you  ai» 
simply  ^t  issue  with  the  worth  and  respectability  of  the 
whole  profession. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  Windsor,  Esq.  Daniel  Noblb. 


No.  8. 


PioedUUy»  Tiim4«7  ■ww<ns» 

Dbar  Sib, — I  have  received  your  note  this  evening, 
and  although  I  intended  my  last  to  you  to  be  a  « 
one,  I  am  induced  by  yours  to  add  one  or  two  i 
I  have  had  an  opportunity  since  receiving  it  of  makillg 
some  inquiry,  and  am  assured  that  Mr.  Hqghes  hail  thft 

sanction  both  of  Mr. and  other  parties  before  I 

WHS  sent  for.  I  was  also  informed,  at  the  same  timt, 
that  your  own  visit  was  not  known  to  the  fomily  before 
you  airived;    that,  from  the  great  suffering  of  Ilia 

patient,  the  opinion  of  Mr. ,  druggist,  had  bees 

asked,  and  he,  of  his  Am  accord,  had  seat  for  you. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  say,  that  I  choose  to  make  a 
considerable  distinction  between  those  who  hm9  beoa 
educated  regulariy,  and  pursue  a  regular  practice,  aoA 
those  who  are  mere  charUtaos,  or  practise  iiregularly, 
as  homoeopathists,  hydropathists,  eto. 
Yours  truly, 

Daniel  Noble,  Esq.  John  WiNoaoa. 


fmi^n  lEprtmenl 


FRANCE. 

Sanguineom  Pelvic  Tmmnarf  in  the  Female, 

These  tumours  are  formed  by  extravasation  of  blood 
in  the  sub-peritoneal  tissue  surrounding  the  uteroa. 
Their  history  has  already  been  written  by  MM.  Laaglsr, 
Bourdon,  and  Velpeau,  who  recently  brought  the  sab*- 
ject  before  the  Surgical  Society  of  Fkris. 

In  most  cases  there  are  certain  precursory  symptoms. 
After  some  days'  illness  menstrual  disturbance  dedares 
itself,  such  as  sudden  suppression  or  menorriiagia, 
which  recnn  every  three  or  four  days.    This  i 


GENERAL  RETROSPECT. 


49 


Utid  is  followed  by  pains  in  the  pelvis,  with  sensation  of 
weight  and  bearing  down.  At  the  same  time  the 
goieral  ftincCions  suffer,  the  appetite  is  lost,  there  is 
fieqnent  bilious  yomitingy  and  obstinate  oostiTeness. 
71»  abdomen,  if  examined  after  evacnation  of  the 
itttttm  and  bladder,  is  found  to  be  somewhat  tympan- 
i&b  add  tender  on  pressnre.  A  tumour  will  be  percep- 
tible In  One  or  other  inguinal  region,  round,  smooth, 
flfttf  i&dSstinctly  fluctuating.  The  finger  introduced 
mftO'the  vagina  will  discover  a  tumour  in  the  recto- 
itglnal  septum,  which  gives  a  sensation  of  fluctu- 
ation, more  distinct  than  that  of  the  abdomen.  It 
gfitife)nStf  catues  more  or  less  displacement  of  the 
uterus,  pqshing  it  sometimes  so  high  that  the  os  uteri 
ifl  beyond  the  reach  of  die  finger.  That  the  swelling 
above  the  pubes  is  connected  with  that  of  the  vagina  is 
ciearly  ascertained  by  the  mobility  and  fluctuation 
which  is  perbeived  by  the  alternate  movements  of  the 
flttger  in  the  vagina,  and  the  hand  placed  on  the 
abdomen. 

The  progress  of  these  tumours  depends  upon  the 
course  of  treatment  pursued.  If  they  are  opened  early 
the  tension  of  the  abdomen  declines,  the  vomitings 
oeaae,  and  the  bowels  resume  a  natural  action ;  but  if 
the  ihcision  be  not  sufficiently  free  fresh  accumulations 
tske  place,  and  the  relief  is  but  partiaL  M.  Viqnes, 
who  has  published  the  above  remarks,  (Theses  de 
Ftois,  1830,)  advocates  the  early  puncture  of  the 
tnmour  in  the  vagina,  with  a  large  sized  trocar,  and  the 
frequent  use  of  ii^ections  of  warm  water,  to  facilitate 
the  tapnlsion  of  the  coagulated  bh)od. 

Hie  etiology  of  these  tumours  is  very  obscure.  They 
occur  during  good  health,  and  in  robust  as  well  as 
in  feeble  women.  The  author  considers  it  most  pro- 
bable that  they  are  connected  with  the  ovarian  conges- 
tion which  occurs  at  the  catamenial  period. 

Dreaiment  qf  Lqtra  andPnriatk. 

M.'Casenave  has  published  some  observations  on  the 
iooeettfbl  treatment  of  lepra  and  psoriasis  by  sesqui- 
cSo^KMlate  of 'ammonia.  The  dose  is  about  five  grains 
lihree  times  a  day  in  some  diaphoretic  mixture. 

NomI  Articutaiion  in  Children. 

In  the  Union  Midieale  M.  Trousseau  speaks  of  an 
affection  to  which  children  are  subjcict,  which  is  prind- 
^•Uy  characterised  by  a  nasal  intonation  of  the  voice. 
The  complaint  frequently  dates  from  an  antecedent 
attack  of  angina,  with  difficulty  of  swallowmg,  and 
oAen  leads,  at  first  sight,  to  the  suspicion  of  imperfec- 
tion in  the  palate.  The  chief  appearances  found  on 
utfpectiag  the  throat  are  patchy  congestion  of  the 
Bh^rynx,  enlarged  tonsils,  and  pendulous  uvula,  which 
latter  the  author  believed  to  be  due  to  a  species  of 
imalysis.  His  treatment  consists  in  the  topical  appU* 
oation  of  the  nitrate  of  silver. 

PyeUiis  followed  by  Renal  Abeeeee  during  Pregnancy; 
Nephrotomy ;  Urinary  Fitiula. 

M.  Kelmoneng  (Jowtn,  de.  Med,  de  Bordeaux) 
motates  the  case  of  a  woman,  who,  after  frequently 
INUSing  gravel  for  several  months  in  succession,  was 
iAoA  >rlth  fever.    When  seen  the  pulse  was  quick,  she 


had  profuse  perspiration,  frequent  vomiting,  and  had, 
emaciated  to  a  marked  degree.  On  examination  of  the 
abdomen  two  large  tumours,  were  found,  separated  by 
a  furrow  in  the  median  line.  That  on  the  right  sic^ 
was  solid  and  of  a  round  sliape;  that  on  the  left  was 
oval.  In  the  right  iUac  fossa  a  distinct  intermitting 
bndi  was  heard  per  vaginam.  The  neck  of  the  uterus 
was  discovered  to  be  high  up,  and  turned  to  the  left; 
the  OS  was  patulous,  readily  admitting  the  tip  of  the 
index  finger.  The  patient,  who  had  borne  several 
children,  believed  herself  pregnant,  so  that  Uttle  diM- 
culty  was  found  in  referring  this  tumour  to  the  gravid 
uterus. 

But  what  was  the  nature  of  the  large  tumour  on  the 
left  side  ?  After  due  deliberation  the  author  pronounced 
it  to  be  a  renal  abscess,  the  result  of  calculous  pyelitis 
and  oblitsration  of  fhe  ureter.  This  opinion  was  based 
upon  the  evidence  of  frequent  nephritic  attacks,  with 
the  passage  of  concretions  prior  to  the  commencement 
of  ttie  swelling. 

Havmg  determined  to  evacuate  the  abscess  which 
projected  in  the  lumbar  region,  the  potassa  fusa  was 
applied,  and  two  days  after  a  bistoury  was  plunged 
through  the  eschar,  and  gave  issue  to  a  large  quantity 
of  sero-purulent  fluid.  After  this  the  abdominal 
tumour  subsided,  and  the  boundaries  of  the  enlarged 
uterus  became  plainly  defined ;  at  the  same  tiihe  the 
perspirations  diminished,  and  the  woman  recovered  her 
health  and  strength,  with  the  inconvenience  only  of  an 
urinary  fistula  in  the  lohis.  She  was  delivered  four 
months  subsequently. 


§mtxfi\  %tixmft± 


ANATOMY   AND    PHYSIOLOGY. 
Onln^tregnaiion. 

Two  papers  have  been  read  before  the  Royal  Society, 
having  for  their  object  the  elucidation  of  the  mysterious 
prooesa  of  generation.  In  one  by  Mr.  Newport,  the 
author  has  recourse  to  a  new  force  which  he  calls 
eperm/oree,  residmg  in  the  spermatozoon,  to  explain 
die  i^enomena  appertaining  to  the  process.  This  force 
is,  bethinks,  peculiar,  and  quite  distinct  firom  that  by 
which  the  spermatozoon  itself  originates  and  is  developed. 
He  also  distinguishes  it  from  muteukar  and  nertfout  ^ 
force.  In  proof  of  his  views  he  endeavours  to  show 
that  the  spermatozoon  has  a  definite  anatomical  as  well 
as  chemical  composition,  which  (fiffers  in  different 
ainmals.  He  has  ascertained  that  motion  of  the  sper- 
matozoa is  a  necessary  element  in  fecundation,  as  they 
were  unable  to  impregnate  after  motion  had  ceased. 

Dr.  Henry  Nelson  studies  the  same  subject  in  a 
paper  on  the  reproduction  of  the  Aeearie  Myetax,  a 
parasite  which  infests  the  intestines  of  the  common  cat; 
in  which  the  important  &Gt  is  noticed,  that  the  sper- 
matozoa gain  direct  admission  into  the  interior  of  the 
ova.  In  this  paper,  with  reference  to  the  male,  the 
author  traces  the  gradual  formation  of  the  semen,  its 
development  into  a  cell,  its  investment  with  afi  envelope, 
the  solution  of  the  latter,  attd  the  appearance  of  granular 
structure  in  the  nucteus  of  the  seminsl  cell.    The  ex- 
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ternal  gnonles  are  then  seen  to  ooalesoe,  to  form  a 
membranei  which  ultimately  becomes  a  conred  coecal 
tube. 

In  the  female  the  author  draws  attention  to  a  narrow 
portion  of  the  ootcal  extremities  of  the  generative 
apparatos,  which  is  the  ovidoct,  and  the  tube  in  which 
the  ovale  encounters  the  seminal  particles.  The  coecal 
extremity  of  the  ovary  also,  according  to  his  observa- 
tionsy  throws  out  a  solid  particle  which  forms  the  germinal 
▼esicle.  In  watching  the  application  of  the  spermatic 
cells  to  the  ovale,  as  we  have  stated,  he  observed  dis- 
tinctly that  the  spermatic  particles  became  embedded  in 
the  vitelline  structure. — Proeeedinffs  qf  the  Royal 
Sociefy,  1851. 

SURGERY. 
TYaekeoiomy  tu  a  Remedy  for  BpHepey. 

A  second  case,  in  which  tracheotomy  has  been  per- 
formed in  epilepsy  according  to  the  suggestion  of  Dr. 
Marshall  Hall,  has  been  reported  by  Mr.  Anderson, 
the  results  have  hitherto  proved  most  satisfactory. 

The  woman,  aged  36,  had  been  epileptic  24  yean, 
and  her  father  had  been  afflicted  in  the  same  manner. 
The  operation  was  performed  three  months  ago,  since 
which  time  she  has  had  no  formidable  access  of  the 
disease. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  state  that  Mr.  Cane's 
case  has  been  completely  successful.  The  patient,  when 
seen  in  October,  had  not  the  slightest  return  of  epilepsy. 
The  operation  was  performed  in  March. 

In  refierenoe  to  the  easiest  way  of  performing  trache- 
otomy, Dr.  Marshall  Hall  proposes  a  free  incision 
through  the  integument,  then  a  separation  of  the 
cellular  tissue,  with  a  director  or  other  blunt  instrument, 
and  lastly  to  open  the  trachea  with  a  trocar,  the  tube  of 
which  has  a  cutting  edge.  Instead  of  a  tube  to  breathe 
through,  he  proposes  an  instrument  made  of  wire. 
— Lancet,  December  6th,  1851. 

MIDWIFERY. 
On  Laeeratum  qf  the  FervMum  and  Ut  JVeaimeiU. 
By  Mr.  S.  B.  Bkowk. 

A  paper  on  this  subject  has  been  recently  presented 
to  the  Medical  Society  of  London.  The  author  classes 
the  accident  under  four  varieties,  the  first  and  second 
being  different  degrees  of  rupture  of  the  perineum, 
without  laceration  of  the  muscles ;  the  third  consisting 
in  rupture  between  the  sphincter  vagina  and  the  sphincter 
ani,  a  fissure  being  thereby  formed,  through  which 
the  author  stated  the  child  might,  if  small,  pass.  In 
the  fourth,  the  muscles  just  named,  together  wi& 
the  recto- vaginal  septum,  were  torn,  and  thus  the  bowel 
and  the  vaginal  tube  were  laid  into  one.  In  the  first 
three  varieties,  drawing  off  the  water  fequently  by  the 
catheter,  close  apposition  of  the  thighs,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  a  suture  or  two,  generally  sufficed  to  cause 
union  of  the  edges  of  the  wound  by  the  first  intention. 
The  last  and  severest  requires  a  more  complicated 
surgical  procedure.  The  causes  of  the  laceration  are 
said  by  Mr.  Brown  to  be  three. 

1.  Sadden  and  violent  contraction  of  the  uterus, 
taking  place  whilst  the  os  externum  is  still  undilated. 


2.  An  unusually  weak  and  yielding  constructioii  of 
the  tissues  composing  the  perineum. 

3.  Improper  and  ii^udidous  employment  of  instm- 
ments. 

The  results  of  rupture  of  the  fourth  variety  Mr. 
Brown  stated  to  be  loss  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  of 
the  retentive  power  of  the  rectum  over  its  contents; 
deprivation  of  the  natural  support  offered  to  the  pelvic 
viscera  by  the  floor  of  the  pelvis,  causing  great  dragging 
pain  from  the  hips,  and  sensation  of  hollowness ;  pro- 
lapsus of  the  uterus  and  bladder,  the  patient  being 
unable  to  stand  or  use  exertion  of  any  kind. 

The  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a  cnre  are,  the  mobila 
nature  of  the  structures;  the  necessity  for  functional 
action ;  the  length  of  time  that  perfect  quiet  has  to  be 
maintained;  the  retraction  of  parts  which  has  uauaJlj 
taken  place  before  the  operation  has  been  attemped; 
the  liability  of  irritation  to  internal  organs  ;  inflamma- 
tion and  sloughing;  and  the  difficulty  of  regulating  tho 
action  of  the  bladder  and  nc!tam,^~ReportedmMedieai 
Gazette, 

TOXICOLOGY. 
A  New  Teei  for  Merewry, — By  AaTHUft  Mobgak. 

The  following  seems  to  be  a  novel  and  hitherto  ^nde- 
scribed  method  of  detecting  the  salts  of  mercury  either 
in  substance  or  solution  : — 

If  a  strong  solution  of  iodide  of  potassium  be  added 
to  a  minute  portion  of  any  of  the  salts  of  mercury 
placed  on  a  clean  bright  plate  of  copper,  the  mercury 
is  immediately  deposited  in  the  metallic  state,  appearin|p 
as  a  silvery  stain  on  the  copper,  which  cannot  be  mis- 
taken, as  no  other  metal  is  deposited  by  the  same 
means. 

By  this  method  corrosive  sublimate  may  be  detected 
in  a  drop  of  a  solution  unaffected  either  by  canstie 
potash  or  iodide  of  potassium.  In  a  mixture  of  calomel 
and  sugar  in  the  proportion  of  one  grain  to  two 
hundred,  a  distinct  metallic  stain  will  be  obtained 
with  one  grain,  which  of  course  contains  l-200th  of  a 
grain  of  calomel ;  in  like  manner  1 -400th  of  a  grain  of 
peroxide  of  mercury  may  be  detected,  although  the 
mixture  with  sugar  is  not  in  the  least  coloured  by  it. 

With  the  preparations  of  mercury  in  the  undiluted 
state,  this  process  acts  with  remarkable  accuracy,  the 
smallest  possible  quantity  of  calomel  or  peroxide  of 
mercury,  such  as  would  almost  require  a  magnifying 
lens  to  perceive,  placed  on  copper,  and  treated  with 
iodide  of  potassium,  will  give  a  distinct  metallic  stain. 

The  advantages  of  this  test  may  be  briefly  stated  aa 
follows: — Ist.  It  is  a  delicate  test,  inferior  only  to 
chloride  of  sine  and  the  galvanic  test  of  zinc  and  gold. 
2nd.  It  is  easy  of  iqiplication.  3rd.  It  requires  a  very 
small  portion  of  the  substance  to  be  examined— a 
matter  of  no  small  import.  4th.  Acting  on  the  in- 
soluble as  well  as  the  soluble  salts^  it  obviates  the 
intermediate  process  of  solution.  5th.  When  it  acta 
its  indications  are  decisive. 

As  to  the  disadvantages,  the  only  one  which  seems 
tenable  is,  that  although  it  acts  on  minute  portions, 
still  that  must  be  in  a  concentrated  condition.  For 
instance,  though  we  may  detect  the  1-1 000th  of  a  grain 
of  corrosive  sublimate  in  a  drop  of  water,  we  cannot 
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detect  it  in  a  drachm,  bat  this  may  of  ooune  be 
remedied  by  eraporation. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  theory  of  this  process,  the 
ftiDowing  seems  most  satisfactory,  that  the  iodide  of 
potasstnm  forms  a  soluble  and  easily  decomposed  salt 
with  the  Tarions  salts  of  mercury ,--that  is,  an  iodide 
flolnble  in  excess  of  the  iodide  of  potassiam. — Dublin 
Medical  Press,  December  24th,  1851. 


Hmnpi^m. 


ON  THE  USE  OF  KOUSSO. 


2b  tie  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal, 

SiK, — Upon  looking  over  some  works  upon  Ethiopia 
and  Abysinnia,  I  find  the  following  accounts  of*  the 
Kousso,  and  have  extracted  them  under  the  impression 
that  they  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of  your  readers. 

Hie  first  is  taken  from  "A  New  History  of  Ethiopia. 
By  Uie  learned.  Job  Ludolphus,  Counsellor  to  his 
Imperial  Majesty  of  Saxony,. &c.''  The  date  of  this, 
tile  second  edition  of  the  English  translation,  is  1684.* 

"Ilieie  is  another  Tree  which  Godignus  praises, 
most  excellent  against  the  Worms  in  the  BeUy  :  a  Dis 
temper  frequent  among  the  Abessines,  by  reason  of  their 
feeding  upon  Raw  Flesh.  For  remedy  whereof  the 
Habessines  Purge  tbemselTes  once  a  moneth  with  the 
Fruit  of  this  Tree,  which  causes  them  to  void  all  their 


In  the  appendix  upon  natural  history,  published  in 
1790,  with  the  large  edition  of  Brace's  travels,  there  is 
a  minute  account  of  the  tree  which  he  calls  Cuito  or 
Banieeia  Ahyeeinica^ 

**  The  Cusso  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  trees  as  also 
jme  of  the  most  useful.  It  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  high 
country  of  Abyssinia,  and  indigenous  there;  I  never  saw 
it  in  the  KoIIa,  nor  in  Arabia,  nor  in  any  other  part  of 
Asia  or  Africa.  It  is  an  instance  of  the  wisdom  of 
Providence,  that  this  tree  does  not  extend  beyond  the 
Umits  of  the  disease  of  which  it  was  intended  to  be  the 
medicine  or  cure." 

"  The  Abyssinians  of  both  sexes,  and  at  all  ages,  are 
troubled  with  a  terrible  disease,  which  custom^  however, 
baa  enabled  them  to  bear  with  a  kind  of  indifierance. 
Every  individual,  once  a  month  evacuates  a  large 
quantity  of  worms ;  these  are  not  the  tape-worm  or 
thoee  that  irouble  children,  but  they  are  the  sort  of 
worm  railed  ascarides,  and  the  method  of  promoting 
these  evacuations  is  by  infusing  a  handful  of  dry  Cusso 
flowera  in  about  two  English  quarts  of  bouza,  or  the  beer 
they  make  from  T^i  after  it  has  been  steeped  all  night, 
tlie  next  morning  it  is  fit  for  use.  During  the  time  the 
patient  is  taking  the  Cusso  he  makes  a  point  of  being 
inviaible  to  all  his  friends.*' 

"*  *  *  *  The  Cusso  is  planted  always 
near  churches,  among  the  cedara  which  surround  them, 
for  the  use  of  the  town  or  village.  *  *  *  * 
The  whole  cluster  of  flowera  has  very  much  the  shape 

•  TUi  LvdolpbiMWMthefiieiidmdpapflof  the  ftunons  tnd  Icaratd 
Abyaluaa  Moak,  Abbas  Gicfontt^  vboM  lUb  b  ihonly  nairated  «s  a 
fniihn  to  the  vork  itadf 


of  a  cluster  of  grapes,  and  the  stalks  upon  which  it  is 
supported  very  much  like  the  stalk  of  the  grape.  The 
flower  itself  is  of  a  greenish  colour,  tinged  with  purple; 
when  fully  blown,  it  is  altogether  of  a  deep  red  or 
purple." 

Brace  gives  two  plates  of  'the  tree,  and  thinks  it 
probable  that  it  may  be  found  in  11**  or  12®  north  lati- 
tude in  the  West  Indies  or  America.     He  also  says : 

'*  It  is  alleged  that  the  want  of  this  drag  is  the  reason 
why  the  Abyssinians  do  not  travel;  or  if  they  do,  most 
of  them  are  short  lived." 

The  fact  that  both  these  writere  allude  to  the  monthly 
discharge  of  worms  is  very  curious,  and  of  coune  founded 
upon  the  truth,  as  they  record  it  independently  of  each 
other,  at  an  interval  of  more  than  a  century,  upon  their 
own  peraonal  observation ;  and  it  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  add,  that  if  the  plant  was  a  cure  for  worms,  there 
would  be  no  occasion  to  take  it  so  frequently;  and, 
moreover,  if  the  supply  was  as  plentiful  as  described, 
the  disease  might  have  been  destroyed,  supposing  it  to 
have  been  curable  by  the  Kousso. 

Recent  hospital  records,  founded  upon  long  experience 
in  this  country,  have  proved  that  it  is  a  useful  remedy, 
but  not  more  to  be  relied  on  as  a  means  of  radical  cure 
than  many  othere  we  have  nearer  at  hand. 
I  remain.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

AUGUSTIN  PRICHARD. 

Bristol,  December,  1851. 


WHAT  OUR  ASSOCIATION  MIGHT  DO. 

\7b  the  EdUore  qf  the  Promneial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 
Gbntlbmsn,— I  am  sure  that  the  readers  of  your 
Journal  must  have  felt  highly  gratified  with  the  perasal  of 
the  very  able  papen  by  Dr.  Raddyife  Hall,  of  Torquay. 
I  fear,  however,  that  the  excellent  remarks  and  advice 
which  they  contain,  will  not  produce  the  benefit  which 
ought  to  accrue  from  them  unless  they  appear  in  a 
form  better  calculated  for  occasional  perasal.  Doubtless 
the  efficiancy  of  this  great  Society,  (the  Provincial 
Association)  is  intimately  connected  with  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  reciprocal  duties  of  its  membera, 
and  on  the  unanimity  with  which  they  carry  out  whatever 
tends  to  elevate  and  support  the  legitimate  profession  of 
medicine.  As  far  as  I  am  aware.  Dr.  Hall's  is  the  firet 
effort  to  call  upon  the  Association  in  the  way  of  friendly 
admonition,  to  remember  its  existence  as  a  collective 
body,  and  bear  in  mind  the  capabilities  of  so  large  and 
respectable  a  number  of  professional  men.  The  sup- 
pression of  quackery  would  be  best  achieved  by  attention 
to  such  admonition.  It  is,  as  Dr.  Hall  well  observes, 
the  ffrajting  of  irregular  practices  on  orthodox  medicine 
which  can  alone  support  such  follies;  as  soon  as  a 
btoad  division  is  made,  they  must  fall  to  the  ground. 
To  make  that  division  the  regular  practitioners  must  be 
united  and  firm  in  discountenancing  any  connexion 
whatever  with  quackery. 

I  think,  moreover,  that  many  medical  men  would 
find  Dr.  Hall's  papera  very  useful  for  distribution 
amongst  such  patients  as  are  willing  to  receive  informa- 
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tion  respecting  prevailing  popular  doctrines.  It  is  to 
be  hoped,  then,  that  the  Association  will  meet  Dr. 
Hall  in  the  spirit  in  which  his  papers  are  written,  and 
show  the  importance  they  set  on  good  coonsel,  by 
reoeiying  it  with  general  acclamation.  This  will  be 
best  accomplished  by  the  repnblication  of  the  papers  in 
question,  and  the  distribution  of  them  throughout  the 
body  of  the  Association. 

JOHN  BOWER  HARRISON,  M.R.C.S.E. 
Higher  Broughton,  Manchester, 
Dec.  1,  1851. 


ON  PRIVATE  LUNATIC  ASYLUMS. 

7b  thB  BdHon  qfihe  Prwrneial  MMeul  and  Suryieal 
Journal. 

Sms, — I  am  the  proprietor  as  well  as  medical 
superintendent  of  a  Private  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  my 
attention  having  been  excited  by  the  perusal  of  some 
correspondence  lately  published  in  your  excellent 
journal,  I  feel  inclined,  with  your  permission,  to  follow 
the  example  of  your  anonymous  contributor,  E.B.,  and 
make  a  few  observations  on  a  question  which  has  cer- 
tainly occupied  a  large  share  of  professional,  as  well, 
indeed,  as  public  attention,  during  the  last  few  years. 
Indeed,  it  has  more  than  once  occurred  to  me,  that  the 
much  abused,  maligned,  and  egregiousiy  suspected  class 
of  men,  the  proprietors  of  private  asylums,  might  some 
day  feel  called  upon  to  take  the  field  in  self-defence; 
but  whedier  that  day  has  opportunely  arrived,  my 
judgment  is  not  so  dear,  and  had  it  not  heeai  for  the 
remarks  of  your  able  correspondents,  I  might  possibly 
have  watched  events  a  little  longer  beibre  committing 
any  of  my  poor  reflections  to  paper.  An  old  writer  has 
somewhere  said  "  that  opinion  is  oftentimes  stronger 
than  truth/'  and  considering  that  public  feeling  has 
been  openly,  and,  it  must  be  admitted,  rather  hostilely 
set  against  proprietors  of  private  asylums,  that  this 
ieeling  has  been  aroused  and  is  still  fiumed  by  eloquence 
and  talent  of  no  ordinary  character,  I  repeat,  it  is  per- 
haps venturesome  in  any  one  of  the  accused  body 
attempting  to  enter  the  lists  with  such  practised  and 
sealous  advocates;  and  besides,  when  the  feelings  and 
passions  are  more  especially  engaged,  experience  tella  us 
that  it  is  only  one  side  of  the  question  which  can  gajp  a 
patient  and  attentive  hearing.  And  although  it  may  be 
true  that  the  reign  of  feetiog  and  passion  is  apt  to  be 
temporary,  and  will  ultimately  succumb  to  the  control 
of  reason ;  yet  too  long  silence  might  be  misconstrued — 
for  silence,  says  the  proverb,  becomes  the  guilty — and 
too  great  forbearance  might  possibly  embolden,  even 
to  rashness,  those  who  have  undertaken  to  show  up  our 
delinquencies. 

Fortunately  for  us,  on  this,  as  with  many  of  the  great 
and  absorbing  questions  which  have  from  time  to  time 
been  debated  in  the  social  history  of  mankind,  there  are 
two  sides  to  be  considered ;  and  possibly  some  little 
sprinkling  of  truth  may  be  found  on  both ;  and  as  the 
reformers  have  long  taken  pretty  exclusive  posseuioa  of 
the  one,  it  is  very  excusable  in  us  trying  to  make  the 
beat  of  the  other,  notwithstanding  the  many  disadvan- 
Ug^  we  labour  under  in  the  attempt.    Bat  as  we  are 


moderately  endowed  with  the  **  m$ni  eonfcjc  recH/* 
we  beg  to  state  in  /tmtns,  that  we  have  not  the  stighteft 
intention  to  avail  oursdves  of  an  appeal  to  the  symi^y 
**  ad  muerieordiam"  of  those  who  have  belaboured  ua  ; 
on  the  contrary,  we  merely  invite  a  few  moments' 
attention  whilst  we  essay  to  bring  under  review  a  fpfr 
facts,  whidi  may  at  least  extenuate  the  enormity  of  the 
crimes  with  which  we  are  charged ;  and  as  your  p^fsa 
might  possibly  be  occupied  (although  the  question  is  one 
of  decided  importance)  wi&  matter  more  genenOy 
interesting,  we  will  endeavour  to  condense  our  remaika 
into  as  concise  a  form  as  possible. 

And,  firstly,  we  must  take  up  the  grand  and  leading 
objection,  the  uppermost,  no  doubt,  in  the  mind  of  every 
member  of  **  The  Alleged  Lunatu:  Priend's  Society,'* 
viz.,  "  private  gain."  Private  gain  is  asserted  to  be 
(he  great  stumbling  block  in  the  way  of  the  public 
securing  good  and  effident  private  asylums ;  and  this 
arises  from  the  temptation  it  holds  out  to  proprieton  to 
stint  theb  inmates  in  medicine,  food,  socommodalioD, 
exercise,  amusement,  or  attendanoe,  in  order  to  asake 
agreater  profit  out  of  the  salary  allowed  by  their  frkndk 
Now  we  are  well  aware  of  human  weakness,  and  too 
often  experience  it,  but  we  appeal  to  every  reader  «f 
your  journal,  what  amount  of  pure  logic  is  to  be  found 
in  the  above  spedmen  of  reasoning  ?  Can  tlie  anthoca 
of  it  have  even  really  reflected  on  the  subject  at  all? 
Or  rather,  have  they  not,  after  listening  to  some 
vociferous  orator,  or  reading  at  midnight  some  mnaftf 
hicubration  of  the  writer  in  <' Household  Wotdst" 
allowed  their  feelmgs  to  become  enn^ptured  and  eanifld 
away  by  thoughtless  enthusiasm,  and  thus  adopted  the 
sentiment  on  trust  ?  This  latter  alternative  is  certMnly 
the  most  merdfnl  and  least  reflective  condosion.  If 
we  caet  them  on  the  other  horn  of  the  dflenuna,  dieir 
podtibon  seems  by  no  means  enviaUe,  for  when  thej 
aflirm  that  private  gain  tempts  the  proprietors  to  ttitkt 
tiieir  patients  in  medidne,  food,  &c,  it  would  have 
been  more  satisfactory  had  they  shown  at  the  same  time 
in  detail  how  this  cupidity  operates.  Wearer  howeier, 
left  to  hypothesis ;  but  we  must  follow  the  conseq[Mooei 
of  thdr  argumentation,  and  suppose  cases  for  the 
purpose  of  duddating  the  subjeet.  Let  us  instsiKWi 
then,  the  case  of  some  old  gentieman  long  sJfeeted  with 
incurable  insanity,  and  paying  a  salary  at  the  rate  of 
£2(iO  per  annum,  he  is  seised  with  dysentsry ;  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  house,  being  afraid  of  a  Doctor's  bill,  and 
anxious  to  secure  **  a  large  profit  out  of  Uie  salary," 
allows  the  poor  suffisrer  to  remain  in  agony  tor  two  or 
three  weeks,  when  death  kindly  comes  to  his  relief. 
Thus  the  proprietor,  weak  and  fond  of  gain,  but  ever 
regardless  of  edcuUtion,  has  saved  the  Phyndan's  fee, 
but  has  lost,  it  may  be,  i^l50  per  annum. 

Alas  !  what  a  poor  spedmen  of  a  stodc-jobber.  Hov 
unqualified  *'  to  exercise  those  acts  of  dupUdty  and 
plaudbility  so  necessary  for  success  in  these  matters." 
We  will  just  try  the  patience  of  your  readers  with 
another  instance : — Influenza  stalks  through  the  land, 
invades  a  private  asylum,  and  through  fesr  of  the 
Physician  and  Apothecary's  fee,  four  or  five  of  the 
oldest  and  most  profitable  cases  are  canied  off*. 

But,  to  proceed  no  forther,  I  suspect  these  cases  will 
hardly  answer  the  object  intended.  Private  gain  here 
dther  sadly  miscalculates  its  own  ends,  or  dee  our 
accusers  ate  wrong  in  some,  at  least,  of  thdr  bold 
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asseverations.  Possibly  we  are  unfidr  towards  them;  they 
might  never  intend  to  deny  that  private  gain  would  not 
BfaffidenUy  protect  these  cases,  and  secore  every  re- 
meual  aid  that  was  calculated  to  prolong  snch'  profitable 
fives.  It  is,  perhaps,  another  class  of  cases  to  which 
ihej  alliidey  viz.,  the  recent  and  acate>  where  medicine 
19  deiued  to  prolong  the  case.  Sorely  we  have  hit  the 
light  nail  on  the  head  now,  and  I  can  imagine  the  whole 
fraternity  ol  "  Members  of  the  Alleged  Lunatic 
Friend's  Society"  crying  out,  these  are  the  cases  which 
dwelt  in  our  mind's  eye  when  we  made  the  accusation. 
We  will  then  endeavour  to  put  the  case  fairly  and 
justly  in  review,  Here  is  a  temptation  too  enticing  for 
human  weakness : — An  acute  and  profitable  case  is  ad- 
xnitted ;  private  gain  at  once  says, — ^let  the  healing  balm 
alone,  keep  leeches,  salts,  senna,  and  nitre  from  him, 
and  the  disease  will  soon  grow  inveterate  in  our  hands. 
We  have  touched  them  on  one  of  their  strongholds. 
Tins  impeachment  has  been  plainly  and  directly  made, 
and  its  wisdom  or  folly  is  involved  in  a  solution  of  the 
very  important  question, — Whether,  in  the  long  run,  and 
on  the  average,  it  is  the  interest  of  a  proprietor  to  cure 
or  confirm  the  maladies  of  those  who  are  entrusted  to 
his  care.  We  fear  your  serious  medical  readers  will 
&atdly  await  a  patient  discussion- of  this  point;  and 
with  wit  and  satire  we  have  no  wish  at  present  td  deal. 
We  may  observe  that  It  is  on  impeachment  to  which 
file  wliole  medical  as  well  as  legal  profession  are  lldble 
at  the  hands  of  calumny,  abuse,  and  ridicule,  and  we 
So  not  think  it  entitled  to  any  fiirther  reply  fdr  the 
present. 

In  this  wise  we  might  proceed  with  the  other  items  in 
^eir  thoughtless  aQegations-^/ooc?,  aeoommodaihn,  Sfc, 
**  Private  gain"  suggests,  reduce  your  diet  to  the 
lowest  possible  scale  compatible  with  existence,  not 
knowing,  like  Finel,  that  good  diet  renders  asylums 
more  tranquil  and  manageable  by  fewer  attendatnts; — 
that  it  leads  to  much  less  destruction  of  property  and 
necessity  for  restraint ; — ^besides  diminishing  the  mor- 
tality to  a  considerable  extent.  Further,  "  private 
gain"  says, — crowd  your  patients  together  in  small, 
confined,  UU ventilated  apartments; — deny  them  ex- 
ercise in  the  open  air; — deprive  them  of  all  sources  of 
amnsemeiits ; — ^rob  them  of  humane  attendants.  These 
simple  and  no  doubt  well-meaning  men,  our  accusers, 
never  dreaming  of  or  suspecting  the  accidents  and 
diseases,  and  even  deaths,  which  result  firom  such  unwise 
proceedings.  It  would  be  easy  to  amplify  these 
Tarioos  charges,  but  such  a  course  would  be  a  work  of 
eatire  supererogation  for  "private  gain" — the  great 
bugbear  of  these  professing  philanthropists,  when  fully 
tested  and  analyzed,  seems  likely  to  lead  to  results 
entirely  different  from  what  they  have  apprehended.  I 
am  ready  to  admit  it  is  possible,  that  with  some  who  are 
pennywise  and  pound  foolish,  whose  mental  vision  is 
very  limited  and  confined,  that  the  desire  of  private 
gain  may  lead  to  some  of  the  evils  suspected  and  com- 
plained of;  but  it  would  be  paying  a  very  poor  compU- 
ment  to  the  sagacity  and  foresight  of  proprietors  in 
general,  to  suppose  that  such  treatment  is  the  result  of 
enlightened  self-interest.  It  is  very  obvious  our  accusers 
have  been  wielding  a  two-edged  sword,  but  they  are 
answerable  for  the  consequences  of  their  own  temerity. 
They  seem  to  have  concluded  that  the  condition  and 


position  of  the  lunatic  proprietor  is  so  peculiar,  so 
special,  that  the  ordinary  ndes  of  economy  and  worldly 
policy  will  not  apply  to  them ;  but  we  demand  of  them 
to  explain  clearly  how  it  is  that  those  principles  of 
action  and  conduct  Which  ensure  success  in  general 
medical  practice,  will  not  effect  the  same  ends  when 
exercised  in  the  treatment  of  lunacy. 

In  the  above  observations  are  evidentiy  embodied 
many  of  the  views  of  those  who  have  undertaken  the 
crusade  against  private  asylums,  who  look  upon  their 
existence  as  a  nuisance;  and  as  they  are  participated  in 
by  some  well-meaning  individuals,  they  are  entitied  to 
consideration.  There  may  possibly  exist  some  little 
substratum  of  truth  to  justify  such  impressions,  but 
their  denunciations  have  gone  too  far,  and  tend  to  impart 
the  idea  to  the  public  mind  that  all  private  institutions 
are  to  be  viewed  with  the  greatest  distrust,  that  they  are 
essentially  rotten  at  the  core,  and  unfit  to  be  trusted 
with  the  care  of  lunatics.  Of  course,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, we  differ  greatly  from  many  of  these  sweeping 
conclusions.  We  have  endeavoured  to  shew  that  en- 
lightened self-interest  is  calculated  to  lead  to  entirely 
opposite  results  to  what  the  reformers  affirm ;  and  we 
are  incSned  now  to  assume  the  aggressive  and  go  a  step 
further,  and  boldly  enunciate  the  prindple  that  self- 
interest — in  other  words,  private  gain,  for  the  future, 
constitutes  the  best  safeguard,  tiie  surest  and  only 
guarantee  that  the  true  interests  of  those  afflicted  in 
mind  shall  be  duly  and  properly  attended  to.  Adam 
Smith,  no  mean  authority  on  most  points  of  abstract, 
as  well  indeed,  as  practical  inquiry,  says : — **  That  the 
promptings  of  self-interest  generally  lead,  iiw  the  long 
run,  to  the  best  results;  and  common  sense  and  ex- 
perience give  much  support  to  this  doctrine."  But 
certainly  in  the  eyes  of  some  gentlemen  it  will  be  sadly 
heterodox  to  attempt  to  apply  such  doctrine  in  justifica- 
tion of  private  asylums.  Now,  private  asylums  have 
existed,  do  exist,  and  despite  of  all  the  exertions  of  the 
Society,  we  venture  to  predict,  will  continue  to  exist  so 
long  as  the  principles  of  human  nature  continue  as  they 
are,  and  we  have  confidence  that  no  external  influences 
can  easily  extinguish  them.  They  are  a  necessity  of  the 
times,  created  and  called  into  existence  by  the  require- 
ments of  civil  society,  and  if  properly  conducted,  under 
proper  and  judicious  surveillance,  they  answer  a  purpose 
which  neither  private  charity,  nor  pubUc  funds,  nor 
joint-stock  companies,  will  ever  supply  in  this  depart- 
ment of  the  healing  art ;  and  the  present  proprietors  of 
licensed  houses,  if  true  to  themselves  and  to  the  interests 
of  their  patients,  may  take  courage,  and  rest  perfectly 
assured  that  eleemosynary  establishments  will  not  soon 
supersede  them. 

Men,  especially  Englishmen,  love  freedom  in  all  their 
actions,  and  prefer  to  deal  with  individuals  rather  than 
collective  bodies, — eigoy  much  more  the  idea  of  being 
treated  as  units  than  as  aggregates ;  and  these  feelings, 
so  common  to  humanity,  like  the  great  principle  of 
gravitation  in  physical  science,  may  be  calculated  on  as 
always  operating  and  producing  their  legitimate  results. 
Ijet  us  inquire  what  proportion  of  men,  with  money 
in  their  pockets,  apply  at  public  hospitals  for  relief,  no 
matter  what  talent  and  skill  may  distinguish  the  medical 
staff;  how  many  employ  the  union  surgeon,  no  matter 
what  his  abilities,  but  those  who  have  no  other  resource^ 
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ABSCBS&'OF  THE  CEREBELLUM. 


How  often  do  we  hear  of  the  dab  doctor,  with  a  fixed 
«a)ary,  being  suspected  of  apathy  and  indiffereooe  as  to 
the  resnlt  of  his  cases.  Do  not  saeh  instances  decidedly 
show  that  mankind  in  general  prefer  to  deal  with  those 
IndiTidoals  who  practise  their  profession  for  private 
gain,  in  other  words,  who  are  rewarded  in  proportion 
to  the  skill,  talent,  and  industry  which  they  bring  to 
bear  on  each  particalar  case ;  for  when  remnneration  is 
mainly  conditional,  common  experience  has  taught  man- 
kind that  greater  exertions  are  put  forth,  in  order  that 
a  larger  share  of  it  may  be  realized. 

Now,  it  is  immaterial  to  our  present  argument, 
whether  these  feelings  and  prejudices  haTe  reason  and 
justice  for  their  basis,  and  our  allusion  to  them  does 
not  necessarily  pledge  us  as  participators  in  them ;  suffice 
it  to  say,  that  we  find  them  in  active  and  constant 
operation  in  all  such  circumstances,  and  it  is  very 
doubtful  to  us  if  these  suspicions  will  not  operate  in  a 
still  higher  degree  in  reference  to  lunatic  institutions 
established  on  charitable  foundations.  True,  the  public 
will  have  greater  confidence  in  some  of  these  salaried 
superintendents  than  in  others,  just  as  they  have  in 
some  union  and  club  doctors,  when  these  officers  happen 
to  be  endowed  with  a  larger  than  ordinary  share  of 
humanity,  conscientiousness,  and  industry. 

I  feel  free  to  admit  at  once  that»  in  addition  to  a 
scientific  interest  I  have  in  the  study  of  this  department 
of  medicine,  it  is  private  gain  alone — self-interest,  which 
has  induced  me  to  become  the  proprietor  of  a  licensed 
house,  and  at  the  risk  of  subjecting  ourselves  to  the 
most  mercenary  imputations,  I  must  again  express  my 
greatest  apprehension,  whether  any  other  motive  in  the 
long  run  will  be  adequate  to  secure  sufficient  accommo- 
dation and  attention  for  private,  or  indeed  public 
patients,  afflicted  with  mental  disease.  Pure,  disin- 
terested philanthropy,  we  fear,  could  not  be  trusted 
where  so  much  .time,  forbearance,  and  patience  are 
required.  Too  few  Howards  have  yet  visited  the 
world  for  the  consummation  of  this  delightful  dream, 
and  mental  invalids  mutt  still  be  trusted  to  the  guardian- 
ship of  those  with  whom  private  gain  is  the  chief 
motive.  There  is  no  concealing  this  most  obvious 
truth,  and  it  is  idle  romance  to  indulge  in  any  other 
train  of  fanciful  speculation. 

To  conclude  this  great  qumtio  vixaia,  I  must  re- 
iterate most  deddedly  my  candid  opinion,  grounded 
on  some  reflection  and  a  little  experience,  that  enlight- 
ened self-interest,  guided  by  science,  and  spurred  on  by 
a  moderate  competition,  will  eventually  accomplish  a 
larger  measure  of  interest  and  attention  to  be  devoted 
to  cases  of  insanity  than  can  ever  possibly  result  from 
purely  eleemosynary  means. 

I  feel  that  in  arguing  this  point  I  tread  upon  very 
delicate  ground,  bdt  as  the  great  moralist  Johnson  has 
said,  argument  is  argument  after  all,  notwithstanding  it 
be  used  by  interested  parties,  and  no  fear  of  senseless 
reproach  shall  deter  me  from  uttering  my  sentiments  on 
so  important  a  point.  There  is  no  question  that 
public  sympathy  has  been  unfiurly  appealed  to,  that  the 
matter  has  been  only  very  superficially  examined  by 
declaiming  writers, — for  instance,  such  as  those  who 
figure  in  "  Household  Words,"  &c. ;  but  these  appeals 
have  had  more  or  less  effect  in  begetting  prejudice 
■against  private  institutions,  and  what  has  alarmed  me 


more,  have  even  influenced  men  of  great  learning  and 
experience,  I  mean  the  CJommissioners  in  Lunacy,  fbr 
I  imagine  I  already  perceive  in  them  a  slight  tendency 
to  discourage  private  asylums.  And  whilst  touching 
upon  this  topic  I  cannot  withhold  expressing  my  gennal 
approval  of  the  conduct  of  Her  Majesty's  Comiais- 
sioners  in  Lunacy.  I  consider  the  Commissioncw 
barring  a  little  over  ftstidiousness  on  some  pmnts,  and 
which  has  rather  grown  upon  them  of  late— are  impelled 
by  a  strong  desire  to  do  their  duty  to  the  public,  and 
my  own  experience  says  that  they  futhfnlly  execute 
this  duty  so  fiu'  as  the  very  difficult  and  delicate  circum- 
stances m  which  they  are  placed  will  admit  of.  I  also 
consider  the  last  Act  of  Parliament  on  the  subject  about 
as  perfect  as  human  laws  in  the  present  state  of  the 
world  can  be  made.  If  the  legislators  should  attempt 
to  be  over  stringent,  and  refine  too  much,  and  the  Com- 
missioners in  Lunacy  wax  more  and  more  exacting, 
and  not  be  careful  to  exercise  a  large  amount  of  cautioua 
discretion  in  their  proceedings,  I  fdar  the  surveillance 
of  these  institutions  will  become  such  an  intolerable 
nuisance,  that  few  upright,  scientific,  and  honourable 
men  will  be  found  ready  to  undertake  their  snperin- 
tenduice.  Candour  and  justice,  however,  I  must 
repeat,  compel  me  to  speak  of  the  Commissioners  with 
respect,  and  although  their  visits  are  hasty  and  rapidly 
accomplished,  yet  their  great  experience  and  tact  in 
knowing  what  they  are  about,  permit  few  things  to 
escape  their  notice ;  and  in  nothnig,  perhaps,  is  their 
penetration  and  discernment  more  conspicuous  than  in 
their  perceiving  and  sifting  out  convalescent  patients. 
Probably  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  find  feialt  with 
some  parts  of  their  system  of  inspection,  but  as  my 
letter  is  already  too  long,  I  must  refrain  for  the  present. 
Perhaps  at  some  future  time  I  may  fed  indined  to 
resume  the  subject,  as  there  are  still  many  very  im- 
portant points  left  perfectiy  untouched;  aiid,  in  the 
mean  time,  I  beg  to  say,  that  I  have  full  confidepce  in 
entrusting  our  interests  and  motives  to  the  care  and 
guardianship  of  the  members  of  the  medical  profession, 
who  constitute  the  ablest  and  most  impartial  tribunal 
on  this  subject  of  inquiry. 

I  remab,  yours  very  obedientiy, 

AN  ADMIRER  OF  TRUTH. 


ABSCESS  OF  THE  CEREBELLUM,  WITH 
CARIES  OF  THE  PETROUS  BONE. 


7b  the  Editor  of  the  Provineial  Medical  and  Sfurffiati 
Jotamal, 
Sib, — ^The  readers  of  your  Journal  must,  I  am  sure, 
in  common  with  myself,  have  been  much  interested  in 
the  very  important  '*  Case  of  Abscess  on  the  Cerebellum^ 
with  Caries  of  the  Petrous  Bone,'*  which  is  so  ably 
related  by  Dr.  Budd,  of  Bristol,  in  a  late  number. 
The  very  significant  but  temporary  improvement  which 
a  second  and  third  time  exdted  false  hopes  in  the 
friends  of  the  patient,  and  might  easily  have  dduded 
a  less  observant  practitioner  than  Dr.  Budd,  is  not  an 
unusual  occurrence  when  matter  is  forming  in  the  cere- 
bellum ;   and  it  is  in  this  critical  stage  of  temponuy 
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iwdioii,  tiiat  I  take  leare  to  offer  a  few  obsenrations. 
Hie  marked  improremeat  in  the  case  on  the  17th  and 
19th  of  Jane,  and  on  the  7th  of  July,  especially  on  the 
two  former  oocasiona,  may  be  fiurly  attributed  to  the 
aetife  and  moat  jndidons  treatment  of  the  case ;  and 
the  lesson  tanght  by  the  &tal  termination  of  the 
csse^  and  the  well-described  ptut-mortem  examination, 
b  evidently  this :— that  we  are  not  to  conclude  that  we 
have  placed  o^  patient  on  safe  ground,  when  we  have 
meceBsfiiny  oombatted  the  most  alarming  symptoms. 

Sereral  cases  of  this  kind  have  fallen  under  my 
notice.  In  three  of  them  the  symptoms  were  so  per- 
fectly parallel  with  those  of  Dr.  Bndd's,  that  I  cannot 
bat  conclude  that  mischief  of  a  similar  kind  was  going 
on.  Not  feeling  satisfied  with  the  temporary  abate- 
BMnt  of  the  symptoms,  I  ordered  the  treatment,  which 
was  essentially  the  same  as  in  this  case  referred  to,  to 
be  poshed  still  further.  After  the  use  of  leeches, 
mercury,  and  blistering,  a  more  permanent  drain  was 
established  by  a  seton  inserted  in  the  nape  of  the  neck ; 
aod  I  can  speak  with  the  greatest  confidence  of  the 
fdne  of  this  simple  expedient,  in  cases  where  there  has 
been  a  diadiarge  firom  the  meatus,  alternating  with 
intense  headache,  and  other  marked  symptoms  of 
internal  mischief.  In  such  cases  the  effect  of  the 
leton  appears  most  beneficial. 

It  appears  to  have  a  marked  control  over  the  cerebral 
symptoms,  more  particularly  in  those  cases  that  have  a 
bemmihed  teiuaHon  over  the  tide  qf  ike  head  and  face, 
wUdi  geneiaDy  precedes  the  paialysis.  In  other  cases, 
where  there  bad  been  a  chronic  discharge  from  the 
meatos,  suddenly  subsiding  with  internal  symptoms, 
the  seton  ia  also  found  most  useful^  not  only  in  relieving 
the  severity  of  the  cephalic  affection,  but  in  restoring 
the  discharge  firom  the  meatus. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  Harvey, 

2,  Soho  Square. 


ABSORPTION  OF  THE  MAMM^  OR  TESTES 
UNDER  THE  USE  OF  IODINE 


7b  ikeBdUon  ff  the  Prtrnmeial  Medical  and  Surgieai 
Jimmal. 

Gbntlucbm^ — A  pemsal  of  the  literary  periodical 
called  "  Notes  and  Queries  "  has  suggested  to  me  that 
a  page  of  the  Pravmeial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 
might  be  very  usefully  devoted  to  queries  and  answers 
on  professional  subjects. 

If  this  suggestion  meets  your  approval,  I  send  a 
qoery  to  begin  with : — 

Have  any  instances  been  observed  and  noted,  by  any 
readers  of  the  Journal,  of  absorption  of  the  mamms 
or  testes  under  the  use  of  iodine  ?  If  any,  what  pre- 
para&n  was  used,  in  what  doses,  and  for  how  long 
continued? 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  youn  obediently, 

A.  CRISP  GALL.  ' 

Ripley,  Dec.  1, 1851. 


QUACKS  AND  THEIR  ADVERTISEMENTS. 

[We  extract  the  following  from  The  Critic,  of 
January  1,  1852.  It  would  be  well  for  the  public  if 
other  journals  would  follow  so  laudable  an  example- 
En,  P.  J.] 

7b  the  Editor  of  The  Griiic,  the  London  Literary 
Journal, 

Sir, — From  the  enlightened  views  and  excellent  tone 
which  pervade  your  paper,  I  feel  confident  that  jovl  will 
not  be  inattentive  to  a  remonstrance  which  I  now  make 
against  I%e  Critic  being  rendered  instrumental  in 
fleecing  your  incautious  readers  by  the  luring  adver- 
tisements of  quacks.  The  admirable  and  comprehensive 
summary  which  you  give,  of  all  that  is  passing  in  the 
literary  and  scientific  world,  makes  your  paper  an  in- 
valuable medium  of  family  instruction ;  and  it  cannot 
be  a  matter  of  indifference  to  you  that,  from  any  over- 
sight in  the  commercial  department,  your  work  should 
sometimes  be  made  the  medium  of  presenting  to  the 
public  the  cheating  baits  of  impudent  empirics.  I 
know  that  yon  do  not  desire  to  give  place  in  your 
columns  to  such  announcements;  for  some  time  ago, 
when  I  stated  that  HoUoway's  advertisements  were  in- 
consistent  with  the  character  of  a  high-toned  literary 
and  scientific  journal,  you  not  only  listened  to  my 
expostulation,  but  took  such  measures  as  prevented 
their  being  again  inserted.  I  wish  that  cheating  adver- 
tisements of  pills,  ointments,  and  nasty  books  wera 
regarded  by  members  of  the  medical  profession,  and  by 
fathers  of  fiunilies,  with  the  abhorience  which  they 
deserve;  but  so  long  as  some  London,  and  many  pro- 
vincial newspapers,  teeming  with  the  worst  and  most 
indelicate  matter  of  this  kind,  are  allowed  to  lie  on  the 
drawing-room  tables  of  our  gentry,  the  conductors  of 
these  pa;pen  are  certain  not  to  refuse  them  a  place.  It 
is,  therefore,  because  I  believe  The  Critic  to  bebng  to 
a  higber  dass  of  periodicals,  that  I  now  address  you ; 
and  as  illustrations  are  often  better  than  abstract 
arguments,  I  subjoin  for  your  information  a  brief 
statement. 

The  following  advertisement  appeared  in  The  Critic  : 

"  A  speedy  cure  for  Stone  and  Gravel  will  be  sent  to 
any  person  by  enclosing  thirteen  stamps  to  Thomas 
Wilkinson,  Land  Agent,  Gainsborough,  Lincolnshire." 

A  patient  of  mine,  who  is  an  intelligent  gentleman, 
and  one  of  your  subscriben,  sent  thirteen  stamps  to 
Thomas  Wilkinson,  and  received  the  following  reply  :— 

"  Dear  Sir, — Your  13  stps  are  reced  beg  to  say 
Instead  of  a  Dose  of  Egyptian  Drops,  I  will  send  the 
recipe  for  36  stamps  more  and  full  directions  how  to 
Mix  and  Take  it.  Drops  will  dissolve  the  Stone  and 
bring  it  away  in  Sand  Quiet  easy  speedy  cure  is  certain 
your  respy  Thomas  Wilkinson,  Land  Agent." 

This  reply  so  much  incensed  my  patient,  that  he  at 
once  intimated  to  Mr.  Wilkinson  that  he  would  publicly 
expose  him  if  he  did  not  give  the  '*  speedy  cure"  m  an 
available  form,  whereupon,  in  reply,  the  following 
evasive  epbtle  was  received,  which  I  may  state  has  not 
induced  the  invalid  to  discontinue  appropriate  treatment* 

"  Dear  Sir, — Youn  is  reed,  recipe  rotum'd.  1  os 
Barbadoes  Tar  1  oz  Balsom  Sulphur  1  oz  Linseed  oil 
1  do.  Spirits  Turpentine*    On  receiving  the  stamps  full 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Dinctioiis  will  be  returned.     Tonn  respy  ThomM 
WilkinaoDi  Land  Agent.'* 

I  need  hardly  add,  that  the  recipe  is  nonsense ;  and 
elf  en  were  it  a  good  prescription,  the  want  of  directions 
for  its  nse  would  render  it  valueless  to  a  patient.  Tlie 
offer  of  a  care  therefore  for  thirteen  stamps  cannot 
arise  from  a  delusion  on  his  part  as  to  the  efficacy  of 
his  nostrum,  and  is  simply  a  dever  method  of  obtaining 
money— no/  certainly  for  value  received. 
I  am,  SiTj  yours,  &C.4 

John  Rosb  Cormack,  M.D. 

Essex  House,  Putney,  Dec.  23,  1851. 

[We  tiiank  Dr.  Cormack  for  his  oommwiieatioii. 
Assuredly  the  advertisements  of  Mr.  Wilkinson 
shall  not  agatn  appear ;  and,  as  r^ards  all  adver- 
tisements vigilance  as  to  their  character  shall  be 
exerted. — Ed.  Critic] 


3flif Mral  Sntelligtnre. 


THE  HUNTERJAN  ORATION. 

The  Hunterian  Oration  will  be  delivered  at  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  on  the  14th  of  February. 
Mr.  Luke,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Royal 
College,  and  Surgeon  of  the  London  Hospital,  will  be 
the  orator  on  the  occasion. 


STATISTICS^  OP   THE    PROFESSION    IN 
PRUSSIA. 

A  statistical  account  of  the  medical  profession  has 
just  been  published  at  Berlin.  According  to  that 
document^  there  are  at  present  287  district  physicians, 
3,266  practitioners,  962  surgeons  of  the  first  class,  and 
973  of  the  second  class.  Sum  total,  5,488.  These 
figures  being  put  by  the  side  of  the  amount  of  popula- 
tioD,  which  was  at  the  last  census  16,216,912  souls, 
will  give  one  physician  or  surgeon  for  about  3,000 
inhabitants.  The  number  of  veterinary  snrgeons  is 
828,  and  the  apothecaries  amount  to  1,478. 


KING'S  COLLEGE  HOSPITAL. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment of  this  hospital  a  letter  was  read  from  Mr. 
W.  H.  C.  Plowden,  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  East 
India  Company,  announcing  his  intention  of  piecing  at 
the  disposal  of  that  body  the  appointment  of  an 
assistant-surgeon  in  the  Company's  service,  to  be  con- 
ferred on  one  of  the  students  of  the  hospital,  who  is  to 
be  selected  for  his  professional  merits  and  his  correct 
and  gentlemanlike  conduct.  Such  a  noble  and  judicious 
exercise  of  patronage  reflects  credit,  not  only  on  Mf . 
Plowden,  but  also  on  the  Institution  which  he  has 
thought  worthy  of  his  bounty.  Were  the  disposers  of 
the  patronage  of  the  East  India  Company  to  adopt  a 
course  like  this  more  frequently,  the  result  in  a  few 
years  would  be  most  favourable  to  the  Service,  and 
would  exercise  a  beneficial  influence  on  medical  science 
in  India,  by  introducing  into  it  a  number  of  highly- 


educated  young 
specially  ior  their 
attainments. 


dJligenoe, 


for  the 
industry,  and 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 


The  foltowing  gentlemen  were  admitted  1 
the  9th  inst :— Henry  Ayhffe,  South  Australia ;  Bjdmf 
Alder,  Wakefield,  Yorkshire;  WilUam  ThoMaa  Bell, 
Great  Grimsby,  Linoolnshire;  Leonard  George  Boor, 
St.  George  Street,  East;  William  Heuy  Brodbori^ 
Manchester;  WnUsm Coyle  Dobaon,  London ;  Andreir 
Sexton  Gray,  DabKn  ;  Thomas  WSBMn*  Haili^ 
Bishopstortford,  Herts;  Edward  Ceyleton  Liddoo^ 
Devon;  Wm.  Geo.  Lloyd  Ingram,  Midfafiirst»  Soshk^ 
Bernard  Rice,  Stratford-on-Avon,  Warwiokahire; 
Edward  H.  Swete,  Bristol;  Aldborough  L.  WiUiams, 
St.  Helier's,  Jersey. 

Thb  Fellowship.— The  next  clanieal  and  mathe* 
matical  examination  for  the  Fellowship  of  the  CoUege 
will  take  place  during  the  first  week  in  Maidi.  Hm 
next  professional  examination  for  the  distinction  wiB 
take  place  in  April  next. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  Thursday,  Jen.  Isl^ 
1852 : — George  Arthur  Humble,  Ludlow,  Shropsfaiie; 
Joseph  Stead,  Manchester. 


OBITUARY. 

On  the  3rd  instant,  James  W.  FuUerton,  Esq.,  aged 
37,  surgeon  of  the  Amazon,  Royal  Mail  steam-ship. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

NOTICB     TO     MEMBERS. 

Gentlemen  will  ob&erve  that  the  Annual  Subscriptions 
become  due  on  the  First  of  January,  those  who  have 
not  yet  paid  their  subscriptions  for  the  current  year,  or 
who  are  in  arrears,  are  requested  to  forward  the  amount 
doe  either  to  the  Secretary  oit  the  district  in  wfaloh  they 
reside,  or  to  the  Treasurer  or  Secretary  of  the  Assodap 
tion,  Worcester. 

Members  who  wish  to  propose  Associates  are  re- 
minded, that  as  the  subscription  commenced  on  the 
first  of  January,  it  is  the  most  convenient  time  ti^ 
iatrodnce  new  Asaociates. 

It  is  also  particularly  requested  that  all  poet-ofiieft 
orders  should  be  sent  either  to  the  Treasurer  or  Seoxtflary, 
who  alone  have  the  power  of  giving  receipts. 

JAMES  P.  SHBPPARD,  Saemaiy. 
Worcester,  January,  1852. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  E.  B.,  Dr. 
Swayne,  Dr.  Barclay,  Dr.  Dickenson,  Mr.  Barrett, 
Mr.  Reid,  Dr.  Cooper,  A  Member,  Mr,  Cocking. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communication* 
connected  with  the  Editorial  department  be  sent  to 
J.  H.  Walsh,  Esq.,  Foregate  Street,  Woixaeeter^ 
Parcels  and  books  for  review  may  be  addressed  to 
the  care  of  Mr.  Churchill.  Princes  Street,   Soho« 
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CLINICAL  LECTURES 


PRACTICE     O 


OXLITBKBO  I  IT 


THEATRE  OP  QUEEN'S  COLL] 

By  DAVID  NELSON, 

Pkf$ina»  to  the  0Mee*'8  Botpital,  end  Profi 


Lecture    xir. 

On  the  Morbid  Conditions  of  the  Lungs,  etc., 
Continued. 

6ENTLBMBN>-^Tik6  indications  of  treatment  in  aU 
inflammatory  affections  of  the  longs  are,  to  relieve  the 
drciilation  and  respiration  by  local  or  general  abstrac- 
tion of  blood,  to  establish  counter-irritation,  to  break 
down  the  fibrinous  condition  (or  crasis  of  the  blood,  as 
it  nse4  to  be  called,)  by  mercury,  &c.,  to  lessen  the 
fcHrce  of  the  circulation,  and  promote  the  expulsion  or 
absorption  of  the  foreign  deposits.  If  the  inflamma- 
tion only  arise  as  one  of  the  complications  of  fever,  it 
is,  of  course,  to  be  treated  distinctly  as  such;  for 
neither  general  bleeding  nor  general  depressants  would 
be  admissible  in  typhus :  and,  in  any  case,  all  the  above 
agencies  are  to  be  regulated  and  modified  according  to 
the  constitution  of  the  individual  patient  and  the  degree 
and  extent  of  the  action.  In  a  common  mild  bronchitis 
little  mpre  will  be  necessary  than  a  simple  expectorant, 
or  balsamic  astringent.  The  first  is  applicable  to  those 
cases  of  deficient  excretion  in  which  tenacious  mucus  is 
lodged  in  the  bronchi,  exciting  a  dry  tickling  cough, 
without  expectoration.  In  such  a  case  very  minute  doses 
of  antimony,  say  the  1-1 6th  of  a  grain,  thrice  a  day, 
with  ipecacuanha  and  hyoscyamn^,  will  speedily  induce 
a  thinner  secretion,  which  shall  wash  off  the  tenacious 
mueus,  and  terminate  the  complaint,  if  treated  thus 
eariy.  But  if  it  has  run  on  much  further,  either  from 
time  or  from  the  laxity  of  the  constitution,  so  that 
there  is  profose  expectoration  of  watery  mucus,  or  of 
phl^gm^  or  pus,  then  the  astringent  balsamics  and 
mineral  adds  will  best  serve  our  purpose.  In  such 
the  essential  oils  of  turpentine  or  juniper,  or 
of  copaiba,  with  sulphuric  acid,  will  quickly 
stop  the  discharges  and  allay  irritation,  if  they  arise 
only  from  bronchitis.  In  more  chronic  cases,  where 
the  tubes  have  become  permanently  engorged  or  thick- 
ened, such  simple  measures  will  not  suffice,  but  the 
counter^irritation  of  a  series  of  blisters,  or  vesicant 
ointment  or  oils,  must  be  had  recourse  to,  along  with 
occasional  small  doses  of  mercury;  and,  if  asthma  is 
a-  to  accompany  tiiis  condition,  anti-spasmodics  must 
'  f*  -uitevl,  the  best,  in  my  experience,  being  thesetherated 
lobelia.  In  very  acute  and  extensive  attacks  the  treat- 
ment must  be  proportionately  vigorous,  yet  keeping  in 
view  the  stamina  of  the  patient.  Should  he  be  exces- 
8lvei|i^ustand  pledioric,  and  be  labouring  under  great 
dyatmoM  and  high  febrile  excitement,  blood  may  be 
abatr*  ' »d  from  the  aim.     You  may,  perhaps,  observe 

No. III..  F«bni«7  4, 18»2. 


that  I  myself  scarcely  ever  resort  to  general  bleeding  in 
any  case  whatever.  This  aAses  from  the  simple  con- 
sideration that  local  inflammation  is  not  the  result  of  a 
overplus  of  blood  in  the  body,  but  only  of  a 

kuce  in  the  circulation,  whereby  there  is  more 
than  there  ought  to  be.    To  re-establish 

balance  it  is  not  essentially  necessary  that 
fer  parts  should  be  drained  before  the  diseased 
lieved;  for  such  an  indiscriminate  practice 
give  rise,  as  in  olden  times,  to  protracted  con- 
iCe,  and  perhaps  permanent  ii^ury  to  the  con- 
stitution. It  is  only  requisite  that  the  local  hyperemia 
should  be  reduced  by  local  abstraction  of  blood,  and 
that  such  local  abstraction  should  be  repeated  as  often 
as  a  fresh  influx  should  render  it  desirable.  By  this 
means  you  fully  meet  the  emergency,  without  trenchhig 
much  on  the  general  vigour  of  the  system ;  nay,  if  the 
abstraction  be  well  apportioned  to  the  degree  of  hyper- 
aemia  at  its  commencement  there  will  be  no  loss  of 
blood,  properly  speaking,  at  all ;  for  all  the  local  over- 
plus has  ceased  to  have  the  nutrient  qualities  of  true 
blood,  and  has  no  other  office  to  perform  than  to  excite 
pain  and  irritation,  and  disorganise  the  part.  Even  in 
thin  and  weakly  subjects,  therefore,  the  direct  removal 
of  this  useless,  and  more  thim  useless,  material,  rather 
tend^  to  augment  the  general  energies  than  to  distress 
them.  Thus  much  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  say 
against  general  and  in  favour  of  local  bleeding.  Yet 
there  are  instances  of  acute  attacks  of  such  vital 
organs  as  the  brain,  lungs,  or  heart,  that  no  safety  is  to 
be  anticipated,  except  by  making  a  rapid  impression  on 
the  whole  system  by  means  of  drawing  blood  from  a 
large  venous  orifice ;  and  thus,  though  the  measure  is 
not  often  to  be  resorted  to,  it  may  yet  afford  the  sole 
hope  of  recovery  in  such  extreme  cases  as  I  have 
instanced.  There  are  also  cases  of  asthmatic  bronchitis, 
with  tarry  blood,  which  demand  these  large  bleedings. 
Generally  speaking,  however,  even  in  bad  cases  of 
bronchitis  or  asthma,  local  leediing  or  cupping  will 
accomplish  all  our  intentions  in  that  respect ;  and  being 
dul^  followed  up  by  blisters,  or  other  counter-irritants, 
with  mercury  and  antimony,  and  lobelia,  we  shall  find 
that  the  force  of  the  inflammatory  action  will  be  suffi- 
ciently arrested  to  permit  of  the  uiir  '^f  simple  expeeto* 
rants,  as  a  conclusion  of  the  curative  plan.  Such  j. 
affections,  however,  will  often  be  obstinate,  and,  from^ 
the  amount  of  morbid  exudation  tiiat  is  thrown  out  and 
changed  into  pus,  may  greatiy  reduce  the  bodily  powers, 
and  keep  up  a  hectic  fever.  Under  these  circumstancea, 
it  is  desirable  to  act  well  upon  the  bowels,  and  to  con- 
stringe  the  capillaries  of  the  bronchi  by  the  balsamic 
and  mineral  astringents  already  spoken  of.  This  was 
well  exemplified  in  the  case.ot  Hugh  Bartley,  the 
tanner,' whose  muoo-purulent  expectoration  was  of  such 
amount  as  would  have  given  rise  in  former  times  to  the 
suspicion  of  phthisis ;  yet  this  was  reduced,  under  such 
remedies,  almost  from  day  to  day,  until  none  appeared 
at  all,  and  the  case  ended  in  a  complete  restoration  of 
health.  Not  so  in  the  young  woman,  Emma  Perkina, 
under  fevAr.  In  her  the  inflammatory  action  seemied 
gradually  to  diminish  from  bdow  upwards;  but  at 
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length  it  fixed  upon  the  larynx,  and  she  died  rapidly 
from  oedema  glottidig. 

In  pneumonic  inflammation  onr  proceedings  must  be 
still  more  decided ;  and  even  in  its  most  limited  extent 
it  is  to  he  viewed  with  a  serioos  eye,  as  we  know  not 
how  soon  it  may  extend  over  th%  whole  organ.  The 
danger,  as  already  stated,  will  also  be  greatly  magnified 
if  any  other  portion  of  the  long  be  previously  in  a  state 
of  consolidation,  either  from  tabercle  or  a  former 
inflammation.  In  full  subjects,  repeated  bleedings  frt>m 
the  arm  may  be  necessary,  amounting  to  sixty  ounces, 
perhaps,  or  upwards ;  but  in  almo#  all  cases  cupping , 
or  leeching  will  be  advisable  in  the  first  instance,  fol- 
lowed up  immediately  by  blisters.  Mercury  will  also 
be  employed  with  advantage ;  but,  beyond  all  doubt, 
antimony  is  to  be  viewed  as  the  grand  and  almost 
specific  agent  for  the  subduction  of  this  alarming  dis- 
ease. The  little  girl,  Bates,  only  affords  one  example 
out  of  hundreds  of  the  peculiar  action  of  this  remedy, 
which  may,  under  such  ciixnimstances,  be  borne  to  an 
astonishing  amount  without  exciting  sickness,  though 
I  have  never  tried,  nor  found  it  necessary  to  try,  the 
extraordinary  doses  of  this  medicine  recorded  in  Frendi 
practice.  One  quarter  of  a  grain  every  hour  or  two, 
or  half  hour,  will  usually  be  found  quite  eQectnal ;  and 
the  daily  record  kept  of  Bates'  respirations,  after  talking 
these  doses,  illustrate  to  yon  its  steady  and  benefidal 
operation.  From  58  they  came  to  40,  and  so  on  to  SO, 
and  20,  and  18,  until  they  were  of  the  natural  number 
(16)  that  might  be  expected  in  a  girl  of  12  years  of  age. 
There  certainly  are  occasions  when  this  line  of  treat- 
ment is  inadmissible;  as,  for  instance,  in  the  case  of 
Ann  West.  Here,  the  circulation  was  scarcely  perceptible, 
the  feet  were  cold,  the  tongue  bUck,  the  respirations  42, 
and  the  amount  of  liquid  effusion  so  great  that  we  had 
the  tracheal  as  well  as  the  bronchial  rattles  large  and 
universal ;  the  fiice  blnCt  and  the  body  lean  and  ana* 
sarcous.  Besides  all  this,  there  had  already  beeft  an 
extensive  deposit  of  tubercle.  Both  of  the  house- 
surgeons  anticipated  her  death  every  moment.  On 
seeing  her,  I  considered  that  there  was  no  hope  except 
from  stimulation.  Accordingly,  she  took  aromatie 
spirit  of  ammonia  and  small  quantities  of  hot  brandy 
and  water  every  hour  or  half-hour.  Under  these 
agents  the  heat  of  the  legs  returned,  the  tongue  became 
cleaner,  and  the  face  less  blue  -,  the  pulse  reappeared, 
she  was  able  to  expectorate  in  some  degree,  and  thus 
survived  for  a  space  of  ten  days, — ^viz.,  from  October 
18th  to  the  28fh  of  ^e  same  month,  when  she  died. 
The  left  lung,  as  reported  after  the  autopsy,  was  found 
quite  gone,  except  a  pouch  at  the  apex,  and  the  right 
was  inflamed,  and  choke-full  of  glairy  mucus,  blood, 
pns,  tubercle,  and  other  morbid  exudations.  .  The 
liver  was  laige,  and  of  nutmeg  appearance.  It'  had 
had  an  attack  of  inflammation  immediately  previous  to 
this  onset  of  pneumonia ;  and  it  was  from  the  depleting 
measures  resorted  to  under  that  prior  ailment  that  we 
were  deterred  from  resuming  them  under  the  last  pid- 
monary  attack.  She  was  certainly,  as  a  phthiaioal  soIk 
jeet,  making  apparentiy  good  progress,  until  thiabepatic 
aflecti<m  came  on,  followed  by  pneumonia.      Her  face 


was  even  becoming  much  fuller  under  the  infl,uenoe  of 
the  cod-liver  oil  when  enlargement  and  pain  of  the 
liver  was  first  discovered  ;  and,  after  that  was  in  some 
degree  subdued,  pneumonia  next  set  in.  I  do  not  state 
it  as  any  &ir  or  legitimate  deduction  from  the  sequences 
of  this  case;  but,  from  what  has-been  elsewhere  asserted, 
I  am  inclined  to  admit,  as  a  matter  of  suspicion,  that  this 
may  be  one  of  those  instances  in  which  pneumonia  is  said 
to  be  traced  to  the  use  of  the  cod-liver  oil.  Certainly  the 
lungs,  when  reduced  in  capacity,  (here  the  left  was  entirely 
wsnting,)  and  especially  when  the  liver  is  also  unfitted 
for  its  functions,  may  become  oppoessed  by  any  undue 
amount  of  oleaginous  materials  in  the  blood ;  and  such 
may  have  been  the  true  history  of  this  case,  and  of 
others  adduced  by  the  practitioners  alluded  to.  But  I 
am  not  disposed  to  admit  that  it  is  a  frequent  occur- 
rence; and  the  experience  of  our  hospital  in  phthisical 
cases,  which  has  been  pretty  extensive,  would  certainly 
never  warrant  us  in  viewing  such  an  event  as  any  other 
than  a  rare  occasional  accident,  granting  even  that  it 
does  take  place,  which  is  not  thoroughly  proved.  Some 
analogy  is  endeavoured  to  be  established  between  the 
assumption  of  oil  by  the  month,  and  its  injection  into 
the  veins ;  but  it  is  quite  obvious  tiiat  there  is  no  vital 
similarity  between  the  injection  into  a  vein  of  crude, 
oily  globules,  foreign  to  the  frame,  and  the  same  oil 
globules  subjected  to  the  operation  of  the  gastric  juices, 
and  absorbed  and  assimilated  in  the  chyliferous  ducts, 
&c.,  before  being  mixed  with  the  cardiac  and  pulmonary 
blood.  You  will  understand,  therefore,  that  I  neither 
admit  nor  deny  the  assertions  of  these  gentlemen ;  hat, 
considering  that  the  investigation  is  an  important  one, 
I  willingly  give  them  the  benefit  of  a  case  that  seems  to 
tell  in  their  favour. 

After  the  inflammation  is  so  far  subdued  by  the 
active  agencies  already  alluded  to,  as  known  by  the 
return  of  crepitation  and  easiness  of  breathing,  simple 
expectorants  will  prove  of  great  advantage  in  throwing 
Tff  the  accumulation  of  morbid  matters  in  the  diest, 
the  debris,  as  it  were,  of  the  previous  disorganizing 
process.  These,  as  already  stated,  are  to  be  selected 
according  to  the  tenuity,  or  tenacity,  or  purulency  of  the 
expectoration ;  and,  if  there  continue,  as  there  some- 
times does,  an  exudation  of  red  globules  from  the  re- 
laxed capillaries,  even  after  all  inflammation  has  been 
overcome,  as  exemplified  in  Thomas  Steele,  then  sul- 
phuric add  may  be  used,  or,  what  is  far  more  efficacious, 
and  perfectiy  safe,  acetate  of  lead.  Steele's  affection 
was  never  thorougly  cured  till  this  was  used.  If  we 
have  reason  to  believe  that  any  degree  of  consolidation 
remains  after  the  inflammation  has  left,  a  course  of 
iodide  of  potassium,  along  with  blisterings,  may  be 
required,  as  no  expedient  should  be  wanting  by  which 
we  may  restore  so  vital  an  organ  as  the  lung  to  its 
natural  conditions. 

Besides  these  acute  inflammations,  there  may  occur 
a  simple  passive  congestion  of  the  lungs,  leading  to  an 
insufficient  oxygenation  of  the  blood,  with  d3rspncea, 
asthma,  and  all  the  other  necessary  consequences  of 
pulmonary  engorgement  It  is  usually  to  bedistia- 
gnished  from  the  acute  form  of  hypertemia,  by  the  less 
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dktarbed  state  of  the  pnlae ;  and,  if  it  do  not,  pro* 
«0ed  from  a  mere  sluggishneis  of  action  in  the  venela 
of  the  lungi  themselves,  it  may  ordinanly  be  connected 
with  the  ezistenoe  of  some  obstruction  at  the  left  side 
of  tiie  heart.  Thns,  in  the  above  case  of  Steele,  who 
was  a  man  of  forty-fonr  years  of  age,  who  had  a  severe 
attack  of  hoofiing  congh,  treated  by  my  clinical  clerk, 
Mr.  Metcalfe,  and  who  afterwards  entered  the  hospital 
for  the  chronic  sequels,  consisting  of  teasing  congh, 
shortness  of  breath,  weakness,  and  profuse  rast-coloured 
expectoration;  we  inferred  that  the  whole  vascular 
aystem  of  the  lungs  was  in  a  state  of  engorgement  and 
rdazation,  so  that  the  functions  were  not  only  impeded, 
but  blood  ended  through  the  capillaries.  Local  blood- 
letting and  counter-irritation  subdued  this  condition  to 
a  certain  extent,  but  it  never  wholly  disappeared  till  the 
acetate  of  lead  was  exhibited,  the  effects  of  which  were 
very  remarkable.  Most  of  the  other  cases  seemed  to 
«rise  from  concentric  hypertrophy  of  the  left  side  of 
the  heart,  as  in  those  of  William  Peakman  and  Eliza 
Bond,  characterised  as  they  were  by  asthmatic  dyspnoea, 
forcible  action  of  the  heart,  and  extended  duhiess;  but 
yet  a  small  pnlae,  dusky  complexion,  blue  lips  and  nails, 
and  a  tendency  to  coldness  in  the  extremities.  In  the 
case  of  Peakman,  where  this  state  of  things  had  not 
been  of  such  long-standing  as  to  impair  the  flesh  and 
strength,  comparatively  speedy  benefit  was  obtained  by 
regularly  repeated  cuppings  over  the  chest,  and  even 
bleedings  from  the  arm,  accompanied  with  expectorants 
and  antispasmodics;  but  as  they  are  generally  of  old 
date,  and  have  already  reduced  their  victims  tp  a  state 
of  meagreness  and  debility  before  the  physician  is  oon- 
anlted,  he  can  seldom  resort  to  more  heroic  measures 
than  the  administration  of  a  soothing  expectorant  and 
occasional  abstractions  of  small  quantities  of  blood, 
whenever  the  engorgement  seems  to  be  of  greater 
amount  than  usual ;  and  even  such  little  quantities  are 
often  difficult  to  be  drawn,  from  the  morbid  thw^im^tt 
•of  the  fluid.  It  is  ahnost  needless  to  observe,  that  all 
exercise,  and  everything  else  that  may  exalt  the  action 
of  the  heart,  will  prove  injurious,  and  that  a  light 
nntritious  diet,  therefore,  and  a  quiet  tenor  df  li^e,  will 
be  absolutely  indispensable.  Unfortunately,  however, 
this  is  a  course  which  can  seldom  be  carried  out  for  a 
snflicient  length  of  time  among  the  masses  of  the  work- 
ing population,  who,  consequently,  become  victims  to  a 
succession  of  secondary  and  tertiary  evils,  and  ultimately 
sink  under  dyspnoea,  dropsy,  and  enlarged  liver  and 
kidneys,  as  well  as  hypertrophied  heart,  in  one  compli- 
cation. This  result  was  never  better  exemplified  than 
in  the  person  of  Henry  Foxhall  in  the  detached  wards, 
who  having  been  a  blacksmith,  and  accustomed  from  his 
industrious  turn  to  wield  a  stupendous  hammer  for  many 
oonsecutive  houn,  at  length  brought  cardiac  hypertrophy 
,  on  himself,  accompanied  with  regurgitation,  &c.,  appa- 
rently from  incrusted  valves.  This  naturally  induced 
pulmonary  engorgement,  with  dyspnoea,  and  the  whole 
chain- work  of  the  central  drcalation  becoming  involved, 
he  came  to  me,  chiefly  oomphining  of  the  next  aeries  of 
f  namely  enlaifed  liver,  aibuBiinona  urine,  aad 
limbs,  with  ascites.     He  was  periodically 


cupped  over  the  chest,  which  relieved  his  breathing, 
and  he  also  took  gentle  diuretics,  sudorifics,  and  drastic 
purgatives;  but  these  effected  no  remarkable  change 
during  the  month  he  was  under  treatment.  like  all 
uninfonned  people,  he  looked  upon  the  dropsy  as  his 
essential  disease,  and  having  heard,  no  doubt,  of  sundry 
cases  of  simple  dropsy  being  simply  overcome,  he 
became,  I  suppose,  impatient  of  the  slow  or  rather  no 
progress,  and  so  left  the  hospital,  perhaps  to  seek  some 
more  promising  advice.  So  will  such  a  man  go  from 
ph]rsician  to  physician,  and  from  hospital  to  hospital. 
Although  they  may  stave  off  the  impending  fatal  issue, 
yet,  because  he  is  not  cured,  he  continues  to  lose  con- 
fidence in  the  foculty,  and  at  length  resigns  himself  to 
the  mortal  changes  which  are  slowly  yet  surely  going  on 
within  him,  or  consents  to  be  more  speedily  dispatched 
by  some  such  decided  remedies  as  cuticular  incision,  or 
violent  diuresis,  at  the  hands  of  an  empiric.  So  much 
for  pulmonary  congestion,  its  causes,  and  its  remote 
effects. 

loi  regard  to  the  degenerations  of  the  lung,  they  are 
of  diverse  character,  and  shall  be  more  specially  treated 
of  when  we  come  to  consider  the  diseases  of  the  blood, 
in  conjunction  with  those  of  the  ganglionic  innervation. 
In  the  meantime,  I  may  merely  glance  at  the  conditions 
of  isellifieation,  melanosis,  gangrene,  tubercle,    and 


SncpuE  MOLLIFICATION,  apart  from  any  previously 
inflammatory  action,  is  usually  found  as  the  consequenoe 
of  a  long  continued  liquid  state  of  the  blood,  combined 
with  a  tendency  to  dispersed  tubercle.  It  is  most  apt, 
therefore,  to  be  discovered  after  death  from  scurvy,  0^ 
from  delirium  tremens,  or  typhus  fever.  In  the  patient, 
Edwin  Neal,  a  tailor,  who  had  led  a  very  dissipated  life 
both  as  to  women  and  drink,  and  who  had  repeatedly 
been  attacked  with  delirium  tremens,  while  he  had, 
also,  the  symptoms  and  appearen<«s  of  the  tuberculous 
habit,  we  found,  after  death  from  such  form  of  disease^ 
that  the  whole  of  both  lungs,  was  reduced  to  a  friable 
and  soft  state,  with  almost  no  appearance  of  structure. 
Hie  mass  had  no  crimson  aspect  as  from  acute  inflam- 
mation, but  rather  felt  like  softened  spleen,  and  had  a 
brown  coffee  ground  colour,  interspersed  with  whitish 
spesks,  like  liquid  tubercle.  It  seemed  altogether  as  if 
there  had  been  a  chronic  pneumonia  of  low  vitality, 
which  had  thrown  forth  vitiated  blood,  and  a  tubercular 
infiltration,  instead  of  plastic  lymph,  and  that,  ultimately, 
the  whole  structure  had  setUed  down  into  this  kind  of 
debris,  under  the  dissolring  influence  of  the  extremely 
fluid  blood.  Such  results  can  only  be  averted  by  the 
tonic  regimen,  and  a  careful  attention  to  diet  and 
exetcise ;  for  when  they  have  once  occurred,  I  see  no 
means  whatever  for  a  restoration. 

iMsLAKosis  is  a  very  peculiar  state  of  the  lungs, 
frequently  traceable  to  the  direct  inhalation  of  carbon- 
aoeona  matter,  as  in  coal-mines  and  the  like ;  but  also 
sometimes  referable  to  a  carbonaceous  deposition  from 
the  Ueod.  This  event  usually  occurs  amongst  those 
lAo  hmre  taken  an  excess  of  carboniferous  matter  into 
the  system  in  such  a  subtle  shspe  as  to  render  it  likely 
to  raaeh  the  lungs.     Henoe,  no  excess  of  broad  or  oil 
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wiU  probaUy  bring  about  such  a  result;  beoaase  the 
partietefl  being  in  a  coaner  fona,  are  not  liable  to  be 
abeorbed  in  unneoenary  quantityi  but  will  rather  pass 
off  in  defecation.  But  spirits,  on  the  other  hand> 
appear,  a  priori,  very  likely  to  have  their  ultimate 
elMaeiits  so  attenuated  as  to  enter  with  ease  into  the 
ciroulation,  even  though  not  requued,  and,  therefore,  to 
be  deposited  as  an  incontrovertible  overplus  within  that 
oigan,  which  would  othenriae  have  expelled  it  in  a 
gaseous  form.  The  lungs  of  almost  all  people,  but 
espedally  those  advanced  in  life,  have  something  of  this 
melanotic  aspect.  But  it  is  the  habitual  hard  spirit 
drinker  who  is  so  peculiarly  liable  to  it ;  and  it  may  be 
WoUected  that  a  vast  deal  of  this  morbid  matter  was 
found  in  the  case  I  have  just  described,  as  well  as  in 
others  of  a  similar  kind,  wherein  the  pulmonary  tissue 
seemed  as  if  it  had  been  intermixed  with  small  specks 
of  soot  in  all  its  parts,  but  particularly  at  the  summits. 
As  to  tiie  treatment  of  such  a  condition,  I  apprehend 
that  it  must  consist  more  in  prevention  than  cure; 
though  I  have  little  doubt  that  if  the  baneful  habits  be 
abandoned  in  due  time  such  excessive  deposits  as  may 
already  have  occurred  will  be  ultimatdy  decomposed 
and  dispersed. 

Gangrsxe  has  already  been  alluded  to  as  one. of 
the  possible  conseqoenoes  of  inflammation,  when  it  has 
run  so  high,  and  has  been  followed  by  such  a  degvee  of 
depression,  as  to  lead  to  the  local  death  of  the  affected 
tissue.  But  the  true  idiopathic  gangrene,  of  which  I 
now  speak  as  an  original  degeneration,  seems  to  be 
preceded  by  no  inflammatory  action,  but  to  be  simply 
due  to  a  depression  of  vascular  action,  similar  to  that 
which  takes  place  in  senile  gangrene,  whether  from 
partial  psralysis  of  the  nervous  system,  or  from  osseous 
or  &tty  deposits,  or  from  obliteration  of  the  vessels,  or 
general  degeneration.  The  only  difference  seems  to  be 
that  the  one  manifests  itself  at  the  extremities  of  the 
systemic  circulation,  while  the  other  is  exhibited  at  the 
extremities  of  the  pulmonic.  Both,  as  may  be  inferred, 
aie  highly  intractable  diseases,  though  that  of  the  lung 
is  certainly  the  most  serious.  If  the  whole  capillary 
expansion  is  involved  there  can  be,  of  course,  but  one 
result;  yet  it  may  happen  that  only  a  limited  portion 
of  the  lung  Ib  thus  deprived  of  nutrition,  &c.,  and  se> 
after  softening  and  decay,  it  may  be  expectorated,  while 
the  exposed  surface  heals  up.  And  there  is  not  so 
much  fear  of  fatemorthage  under  such  circumstancee  as 
might  be  naturally  expected ;  for  experience  teaches  us 
that  in  idiopathic  gangrene  the  larger  vessels  are  almost 
always  so  closed  up  with  fibrin,  to  some  distance  from 
the  softened  tissue,  that  no  discbarge  of  blood  can  take 
place.  In  the  case  of  Richard  Thomas,  to  which  I 
may  again  advert  for  illustration  of  this  point,  we  find 
a  man  first  attacked  by  paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities, 
followed  next  by  gangrene  of  the  toes  and  heel,  while 
scarcely  a  pulse  can  be  felt  during  the  whole  period  of 
the  ailment.  As  the  tongue,  under  wine  and  ammonia^ 
turned  from  black  to  red,  so  the  gangrene  stopped  at 
the  toes,  which  dropped  off,  while  the  stumpa  seenMd  to 
heal  kindly  enough.  At  this  period,  however,  he 
catdles  erynpelas.     Quantities  of  matter  are  found 


burrowing  under  the  integuments  of  the  leg;  and  aa 
incision  being  made  for  its  escape,  the  tibia  next  begins 
to  show  some  sign  of  caries.  Without  any  advaoe» 
towards  a  fresh  healing  process,  the  bone  continuea 
black,  and  the  wound  continues  to  discharge  and  form 
sinuses,  until  he  gradually  sinks  and  dies.  Now,  after 
death,  the  heart  is  i^ound  nowise  different  from  other 
people's,  except  that  it  is  a  little  pale,  and,  perhaps, 
slightly  fatty.  But  then,  all  the  rest  of  the  body  ia 
found  not  only  to  present  thick  layers  of  &t,  while  the 
muscular  fabric  is  atrophied,  but  it  is  infiltrated  with  a 
fluid  oil.  The  fatty  kyer  of  the  abdominal  wall  in 
found  about  three  inches  thick.  On  cuttmg  through 
the  wrists,  thighs,  and  legs,  in  order  to  examine  the 
state  of  the  radial,  femoral,  popliteal,  and  tibial 
arteries,  the  subcuticular  fat  is  again  found  in  great 
abundance,  while  the  pale  juices  that  flow  out  are 
saturated  with  oily  globules.  All  the  arteries  are  found 
narrowed  in  calibre.  In  the  affected  leg  the  tibial 
artery  has  become  a  fibrinous  chord,  shortly  after  its 
departure  from  the  popliteal ;  and  the  muscular  maaaea 
around  have  become  so  degenerate  as  to  cut,  not  like 
red  animal  flesh,  but  like  the  lAuish  yellow  flakes  of  a 
stale  white  fish.  Such  is  gangrene,  apart  from  any 
true  inflammation. 

This  gangrenous  condition  of  the  lung  is  readily  t» 
be  recognised  by  the  intense  and  peculiar  fostor  of  the 
breath  and  sputum;  and  the  only  hope  of  overcoming 
it,  if  it  be  limited  only  to  a  portion  of  the  organ,  con- 
sists in  maintaining  the  vigour  of  the  circulation,  cor* 
recting  the  septic  tendency,  and  assisting  the  expulsioQ 
of  the  deteriorated  matter.  The  agents  most  likely  to 
effect  the  first  purpose  are  such  diffusible  stimulants  as 
wine  and  ammonia,  exhibited  in  such  small  and  oft 
repeated  doses  as  may  keep  up  a  constant  and  unflagging 
support ;  though  too  often,  ih>m  the  mistaken  notions 
of  the  patient  himself  or  his  friends,  the  doses  will 
sometimes  be  so  raised  as  to  induce  a  oorresponding 
depression  afterwards — a  result  the  most  pemiciona 
that  could  occur  in  such  a  disease.  The  second  object 
will  best  be  gained  by  the  administratfon  of  dnchona, 
coupled  with  the  ascetic  or  muriatic  add,  but,  of  courae^ 
at  different  times  than  the  ammonia.  As  to  the  third 
object,  of  expelling  the  putrid  matter,  we  most  seek  to 
do  that  by  keeping  every  emunctory  moderately  open,— 
viz.,  the  bowels,  the  kidneys,  the  sldn,  and  the  lungs; 
yet  not  so  as  to  exhaust  the  strength.  In  sudi  a  cas^ 
T  should  content  myself  with  the  repetiti<m  of  gentle 
effervescing  aperients,  with  the  exhibition  of  UberaL 
allowances  of  yeasty  beer  (as  one  of  the  best  antiseptie 
diuretics),  and  with  such  a  diaphoretic  and  antiseptie 
expectorant  as  the  compound  tincture  of  camphor.  As 
I  have,  had  no  case  of  the  kind  in  this  hospital  by  which 
to  illustrate  this  local  disease,  I  shall  limit  myself  to 
these  general  remarks. 

The  TUBBRCVLAR  DB6ENXRA.TI0N  OpeOS  up  tO  US  Ono 

of  the  most  extensive,  and  important,  and  difficult  quee» 
tions  in  the  whole  range  of  physic;  and  it  is  no  lesa 
interesting  than  it  is  extensive,  and  important,  and 
difficult.  But,  viewing  the  tubercular  and  other  degeae^ 
rations  as  due  to  deeper  canaes  than  any  mere  UmbI 
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afiection  of  the  lungs,  I  shall  defer  treating  of  it  at  any 
length,  till  I  oome  to  that  part  of  our  coarse  in  which 
we  shall  take  a  review  of  the  diseases  of  the  blood  in 
-connection  with  defect  of  ganglionic  innervation.  I 
shall  only  at  present  indicate  my  general  view  of  this 
•condition,  leaving  its  particular  pathology  and  treatment 
to  be  iUnstrated  hereafter,  by  the  citation  of  those 
numerous  cases  which  we  have  seen  within  the  walls  of 
the  hospital.  The  most  ordinary  and  most  serious 
^manifestation  of  the  diathesis  is  a  deposit  of  tubercular 
matter  within  the  tissue  of  the  lungs,  commencing 
•commonly  at  the  summits.  This,  I  believe,  in  the  vast 
majority  of  cases,  to  be  preceded  by  some  degree  of  weak 
^chronic  inflammation  or  hypenemia^  the  deteriorated 
•exudations  of  which,  from  the  deficient  vitality,  become 
the  nidus  for  tubercular  infiltration.  On  referring  to 
the  case  of  the  little  girl  Tilley,  you  find  that  no 
taberde  was  discoverable  in  the  lungs,  but  that  it  was 
-found  in  the  false  tissues  which  had  glued  the  peri- 
toneal and  pleural  sur&ces,  &c.,  &c.,  to  one  another,  in 
short,  in  every  part  of  the  body,  where  former  inflam- 
mation had  poured  out  plasma,  such  as  it  was.  This 
I  take,  amongst  other  facts,  as  a  strong  confirmation  of 
the  above  view.  It  is  also  to  be  remarked,  that  tubercle 
is  chiefly  found  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  lungs,  exactly 
where  we  would  expect  and  know  that  irritation  is  most 
frequently  excited  by  the  inhalation  of  dust,  &c.,  &c., 
■giving  rise  to  frequently  recurring,  though  limited, 
bronchitis.  It  must  also  be  admitted,  however,  that 
such  simple  hyperscmia,  from  accidental  causes,  would 
not  be  so  likely  to  induce  tubercular  deposits,  unless 
the  blood  were  already  in  a  deteriorated  condition. 
Hence,  in  that  diathesis,  we  find  the  blood  more  abundant 
in  fibrin  than  usual,  and  less  charged  with  the  oleagi- 
-nous  and  red  globules  and  albumen,  than  it  ought  to  be. 
This,  again,  we  trace  to  a  defective  oondition<of  the  organs 
of  assimilation,  not  merely  as  represented  by  the  stomach, 
liver,  bowels,  &c.,  but  by  the  whole  range  of  the 
machinery  of  nutrition,  as  indicated  by  the  feeble  pulse, 
diin  blood,  and  pale  or  transparent  tissues  of  the  entire 
frame.  On  finding  this  to  exist,  in  spite  of  the  best 
supplies  of  nutrient  materials,  and  without  any  dis- 
coverable lesion  in  the  visible  organization,  we  must  be 
led  to  conclude  that  such  unhappy  effects  must  be  due 
to  a  weakly  and  irritable  condition  of  the  ganglionic 
innervation,  upon  which  all  such  processes  are  known 
to  depend,  although  we  cannot  demonstrate  its  mode 
of  action.  That  thejr^  are  owing  alone  to  this  defective- 
ness in  the  unconscious  brute  operations,  and  their 
governing  nerve,  and  not  to  any  impropriety  in  the 
cerebro-spinal  system,  is  clearly  demonstrated  by  the 
very  frequent  manifestation  of  a  fine  sensibility,  and  a 
clear,  exalted  intellect,  accompanying  tins  organic 
degeneration ;  and,  in  short,  by  the  fact,  that  there 
•does  not  necessarily  occur,  in  this  disease,  any  deficiency 
whatever  of  the  voluntary,  mental,  or  corporeal  energies, 
excepting  from  the  debility  that  is  traceable  to  non- 
nntrition. 

Accepting  these  views,  as  true,  and  omitting  for  the 
present  all  mention  of  minute  symptoms  and  special 
.remedies,  you  may  readily  enough  infer  what  should  be 


the  general  prindples  of  treatment  under  the  whole 
circumstances.  To  begin  at  the  foundation.  We  first 
seek  to  uphold  or  increase  the  energies  of  the  guigli* 
onic  system,  not  by  the  exhibition  of  active  and  exciting 
stimulants,  but  by  those  more  mild  and  pennanent 
agents  called  tonics,  such  as  quinine,  iron,  silver,  &c., 
along  with  good  regimen  and  kindly  sedatives.  SpeeiaDy 
we  seek  to  impart  tone  to  the  digestive  organs  by  means 
of  aromatic  bitters,  and  other  means  of  improving  the 
appetite  and  chylification.  In  order,  moreover,  to 
supply  right  materials  to  these  orgdns,  when  so  strength- 
ened, it  behoves  us  to  select  the  lightest  and  most 
appropriate  nutrients  at  our  disposal ;  and,  seeing  that 
there  is  a  special  deficiency  in  the  blood  of  the  oily  and 
red  globule,  along  with  albumen,  we  have  specially 
to  supply  such  deficiency  by  means  of  oil  and  carbonate 
of  iron,  and  albuminous  diet,  sufficiently  charged 
with  the  calcareous  phosphate.  This  comprehends  the 
whole  of  the  general  treatment,  while  local  lesions  will 
demand  local  remedies.  Thus,  even  granting  that  the 
doctrine  of  hyperaemia  being  the  prelude  of  tubercle 
were  incorrect,  still  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  as  soon 
as  tubercle  is  deposited,  it  commences  to  irritate  as  a 
foreign  body,  and  to  excite  a  greater  or  lesser  amount 
of'  inflammation,  and  all  its  consequences  around  it* 
theiefore  it  will  be  necessary  to  use  expectorants,  and 
to  excite  counter-irritation,  by  blisters  or  otherwise,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  affected  part.  When  f^ 
capillary  relaxation  leads  to  exhausting  sweats,  such 
astringents  as  sulphuric  acid  or  lead  may  be  required ; 
and,  if  local  inflammation  go  very  fiir,  it  may  even  be 
necessary,  though  the  patient  be  exceedingly  weak,  to 
abstract  some  blood.  But,  while  ^uch  bye-treatment 
must  be  varied  according  to  varying  symptoms,  and 
circumstances,  and  stages  of  the  disease,  the  grand 
basis  of  curation  must  still  remain  essentiaBf  the  same, 
and  consist,  as  I  have  already  said,  in  a  restoration  of 
ti^e  ganglionic  nervous  energy,  and  a  supply  to  it  of 
such  materials  as  are  fitted  for  the  purposes  of  nutri- 
tion under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  individual  case. 
You  have  had  ample  and  frequent  opportunities  in  the 
Queen's  Hospital  of  estimating  certain  beneficial  results 
from  this  line  of  practice,  but  I  shall  abstain  from 
further  comment  until,  on  a  future  occasion,  I  shall 
refer  to  the  special  cases,  and  enter  at  large  upon  the 
minutiae  of  the  question.  Meanwhile  I  merely  refer 
you  to  the  records  in  the  ward  journals,  bearing  in 
mind  that  we  have  drawn  no  line  as  to  the  admissibility 
of  patients,  nor  made  any  selection,  with  a  view  to 
better  success,  but  have  freely  opened  the  door  to  all 
and  sundry,  whether  in  the  incipient  or  the  very  last 
stage  of  this  melancholy  and  fatal  malady. 

Cancer,  in  its  different  forms,  I  place  under  the 
same  category  as  tubercle,  so  far  as  it  is  a  disease  of  the 
blood,  and  of  the  ganglionic  innervation.  Like  tuber- 
cle, it  also  seems  prone  to  settle  in  such  parts  as  hftve 
been  previously  exposed  to  the  irruption  of  deteriorated 
exMbtions — ^as  where  the  tissues  have  been  already 
irritated,  altered,  and  injured  by  long  continued  pressure, 
or  repeated  bruizes  or  blows.  The  lungs  are  not  a  very 
likely  place  for  such  acddents ;  nevertheless,  cancerous 
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tamoun  are  occasionally  seated  within  this  tissue, 
giving  rise  to  cough,  with  dolness  on  percussion,  if  the 
mass  be  large  enough,  or  so  situated  as  to  be  thus 
tested,  and  exciting,  sometimes,  a  piercing  and  intense 
pain ;  but,  it  may  be,  no  pun  at  all.  Its  peculiar  nature, 
if  discovered  to  exist,  must  be  inferred  from  the  general 
aspect  and  condition  of  the  patient,  and  his  family 
history ;  but,  as  little  can  be  suggested  for  its  aHeviation, 
beyond  the  free  exhibition  of  such  sedatives  as  opium, 
aconite,  hemlock,  and  the  like,  I  shall  enter  upon  no 
further  clinical  consideration  of  it  in  this  local  form. 


SOME  BBMABK8  UPON  THE 

IDENTITY  OF  WAETY  ULCERATION  OF 
CICATRIX  WITH  EPITHELIAL  CAN- 
CEE,  ILLUSTRATED  BY  CASES. 

By  JAMES  REID,  Esa., 

lUBOVOH   TO  TBX   XBIfT    AMD  CARTBEBUkT   HOirXTAI. 

Rni  b^fbrt  ikt  Bait  Kent  and  Cit«<«r6Mry  Medical  BoeiHf,  Jan.  %  18SS. 

The  disease,  of  which  I  now  place  before  the  Society 
a  specimen,  has  been  regarded  and  described  as  one 
almost  pecoliar  to  cicatrices ;  but  I  think  it  will  be  seen 
there  is  scarcely  sufficient  reason  to  consider  it  a  special 
and  distinct  disease,  but  rather  to  associate  it  with  one 
that  is  well  kno?m  and  is  not  of  very  unfrequent  occur- 
rence. When  the  case  occurred,  with  which  this 
specimen  is  connected,  I  was  not  aware  that  the  disease 
had  been  described  as  peculiar  to  cicatrices,  and  from  a 
due  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  relating  to  it, 
I  considered  the  nature  of  the  affection  was  the  same 
as  that  o^^ancer  of  the  lip  or  of  chimney-sweep's  cancer. 
The  appearance  of  the  fore-arm  forcibly  reminded  me 
of  a  preparation  I  had  seen  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
pital Museum,  in  which  cancerous  ulceration  of  the 
integument  of  the  wrist  and  fore-arm  had  occurred  to  a 
gardener,  and  was  supposed  to  have  originated  from  the 
contact  of  soot. used  in  his  occupation..*  From  what 
I  have  since  learnt  and  read  upon  the  subject,  I  am  still 
induced  to  retain  the  same  opinion ;  for  I  have  been 
unable  to  discern  any  real  difference  between  the  two 
affections.  In  order,  however,  that  the  merits  of  the 
question  may  be  clearly  placed  before  the  Society,  and 
as,  moreover,  from  its  rather  unfrequent  occurrence,  the 
present  form  of  the  affection  may  not  be  familiar  to  all 
the  members,  I  will  give  a  brief  sketch  of  its  leading 
fiaatures  as  described  by  authors.  The  description  is 
prindpally  derived  from  an  exoeUent  paper  on  the  subject 
by  Mr.  R.  W.  Smith,  in  the  Dublin  Journal  qf  Medical 
Science  for  1850. 

The  same  disease  appears  to  have  been  described 
under  the  name  of  "  Warty  Ulcer,"  by  M.  MarjoUn;t 
"  Warty  Tumours  of  Cicatrices,"  by  Mr.  Csesar 
Hawkins  ;t  and  as  "Warty  Ulceration  of  Cicatrices," 


*  DcMsripC.  Cftt,  Mucnm,  8t.  B«tholanew*B  Hoqp.  Bcrlei,  siL>  No.  S. 
f  Diet.  4e  Vadcdae,  Tpne  SI.  1838. 


by  Mr.  Smith.  Dr.  A.  Jacob  inddentally  alludes  to 
it  in  a  paper  "  On  an  Ulcer  of  Peculiar  Form,"* 
as  the  ulcer  with  cauliflower-like  fungous  growth,, 
which  occasionally  attacks  old  doatrices.  With  the 
exception  of  this  simple  reference,  the  earliest  notice  of 
the  disease  published  in  this  country  seems  to  be  that 
of  Mr.  Hawkins,  in  which  some  of  the  peculisritiea 
are  dearly  told  and  illustrated. 

The  tissue  of  dcatrioes  seems  peculiarly  liable  to  the 
development  of  this  disease,  though  it  is  certainly  not 
confined  to  such  texture ;  for  Marjolin  does  not,  it 
t^pears,  describe  the  disease  in  connexion  with  dcatricee. 
The  nature  of  the  previous  injury  does  not  influence 
the  subsequent  morbid  changes.  The  disease  generally 
forms  when  the  dcatrix  has  existed  several  years ;  its 
progress  is  slow,  but  unceasing  and  destructive.  Some- 
times a  dcatrix  ulcerates  and  heals  repeatedly  before 
the  ulcer  assumes  its  peculiar  characters. 

In  a  list  of  twenty  cases,  collected  by  Mr.  Smith,  the 
longest  period  after  the  original  lesion  at  which. the 
disease  appeared  h  sixty-one  years ;  the  shortest,  five 
years.  In  twdve  instances,  the  injury  causing  the  scar 
was  a  cut  or  a  laceration  of  the  integuments,  and  in  eight 
cases,  a  bum  or  a  scald. 

The  affection  appears  to  exhibit  two  principal  forms : — 
Tlie  flrtt  characterised  by  the  development  of  one  or 
more  warty  tumours,  which  increase  and  spread  by  the 
addition  of  similar  growths  formed  in  the  neighbourhood. 
This  form  was  first  described  by  Mr.  Hawkins,  and  he 
admits  that  it  may  be  cancerous  or  malignant  in  the 
lowest  degree.  The  second  presenting  an  ulceration 
having  dther  a  coarsdy-granulated,  or  fibrous  aspect, 
and  spreading  by  the  development  of  a  new  structure  in 
surrounding  integument;  this  is  particularly  described 
by  Mr.  Smith,  and  he  assigns  to  it  a  low  degree  of 
malignancy. 

The  following  seem  to  be  the  prindpal  characters 
of  the  affection : — There  appears  in  some  part  of  a 
dcatrix  a  wart,  or  a  small  hard  tumour,  which  either 
resembles  a  wart,  or  has  a  smoother  surface.  It  at 
once  undergoes  certain  changes,  or  remains  inactive*  for 
a  variable  period.  When  the  tumour  increases,  fresh 
growths  spring  up  around,  and  coalesce  with  it,  creating 
sometimes  in  this  manner  an  devated  mass,  of  con- 
siderable size;  the  surface  becomes  moist,  and  partly 
ulcerated,  yielding  a  thin  offendve  discharge;  it  is  often 
very  vascular,  and  bleeds  when  touched.  In  the  pro- 
gress of  the  disease  several  changes  are  noticed  in  the 
tumour;  it  may  dther  become  more  consolidated,  so 
as  to  lose,  in  some  measure,  its  warty  appearance,  and 
resemble  a  fungous  growth,  (warty  growths,  however, 
being  generally  noticed  near  it,  and  its  fibrous  or  stri- 
ated structure  being  generally  readily  discovered  by  the 
use  of  a  probe,  or  upon  making  a  section  of  it)  ;  or  it 
may  degenerate  by  ulceration  or  sloughing  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent,  so  as  sometimes  to  leave  a  deep  excavated 
ulcer ;  the  thickened,  warty,  or  peculiar  state  of  the 
surrounding  skin  remaining,  and  the  disease  extending 
by  the  same  process  of  contamination  of  a4iacent  parts. 

*  DabUB  HoBpiuI  Bcporta,  Vol.  4,  ISi?. 
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In  other  examples,  ulcerated  spots  present  tbemselves 
on  the  cicatrix,  and  gradoally  coalesce ;  the  snr&ce  of 
the  nicer  is  then  either  covered  with  closely-arranged 
fibres,  of  a  whitish  yellow  colour,  having  a  dense,  but 
at  the  same  time  brittle  textare,  and  rising  above  the 
level  of  the  integuments  ;  or  it  is  formed  of  coarse, 
firm,  ronnd  granulations,  resembling  the  elevations  of 
a  cancerous  ulcer.  Upon  a  close  examination,  these 
granulations  are  found  to  have  a  fibrous  texture,  the 
intervals  between  them  are  well  marked  fissures,  to  the 
bottom  of  which  a  common  probe  can  be  readily  passed. 
The  progress,  of  the  ulcer  is  sure,  and  slowly  advances 
in  spite  of  remedies.  It  enlarges  by  an  alteration  of 
the  surrounding  tissue.  The  integument  becomes 
raised,  thickened,  and  fissured  or  warty;  and  then 
softens  or  ulcerates.  After  it  has  continued  some 
time,  although  commonly  confined  to  the  skin,  and  fi%- 
quently  limited  to  the  extent  of  the  dcatrix,  it  spreads 
in  depth  by  involving  subjacent  tissue ;  and  if  the  disease 
IS  situated  over  a  superficial  bone,  invades  the  perios- 
teum, and  even  the  bone  itself,  so  that  a  fracture  may 
result  from  the  destruction.  Mr.  Smith  cites  instances 
of  this.  A  sloughing  process  not  unfrequently  attacks 
and  destroys  the  entire  surface ;  the  surface  clears,  and 
again  assumes  its  special  aspect.  This  does  not  appear 
to  occur  so  often  in  the  fibrous  variety  of  the  ulcer. 
The  pain  is  at  first  slight,  but  gradually  becomes  more 
severe,  and  constant.  The  discharge  is  thin,  semi- 
purulent,  and  frequently  very  offensive.  In  the  more 
advanced  stages  of  the  disease  hectic  fever  sometimes 
appears.  The  absorbent  glands  connected  with  the 
part  are  not  generally  affected,  though  they  are  fre- 
quently sympathetically  enlarged ;  however,  in  two ' 
instances  described  by  Mr.  Smith,  they  exhibited  the 
appearances  which  mark  dincerous  disease.  General  or 
local  treatment  of  the  ordinary  kind  has  no  effect  upon 
the  disease ;  its  progress  is  inevitable,  unless  the  dis- 
eased part  is  completely  removed,  when  it  rarely  appears 
again.  It  has,  however,  been  known  to  return  in  a 
distant  part,  and  also  to  become  developed  in  other 
parts  of  the  system. 

In  the  foregoing  description,  the  analogy  of  this 
disease  with  that  form  of  cancer  designated  epithelial, 
cannot  have  failed  to  occur  to  the  members  present ; 
indeed  so  similar  do  the  two  affections  appear,  that  I  think 
there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  included  in  the 
same  category,  and  considered  as  identical.  The  mode  in 
which  the  disease  commences,  the  history  of  its  pro- 
gress, the  manner  in  which  it  invades  and  spreads  ip 
subjacent  and  surrounding  texture,  affects  the  lym- 
phatic glands,  and  penetrates'^  bone,  correspond  entirely 
with  what  is  observed  in  cutaneous  cancer.  The 
various  forms  agree ;  the  warty  tumour,  the  warty 
ulcer,  and  the  granulating  ulcer,  with  hard,  elevated, 
everted,  and  sinuous  margin,  are  found  in  each  affection ; 
the  very  character  of  the  pain  and  of  the  discharge  is  aiike 
in  both.  And,  further,  the  Reasons  that  have  been  assigned 
for  considering  it  cancerous  disease,  possessing  a  low 
degree  of  malignancy,  are  the  same  as  those  upon  which 
epithelial  cancer  is  admitted  into  the  order  of  malignant 
disease, — namely,  its  capability  of  converting  neigh- 


bouring tissue  into  a  similarly  new  structure,  though 
its  progress  in  doing  so  is  slow  ;  its  power  of  contami- 
nating the  lymphatic  glands,  while  the  period  it  exists 
without  affecting  the  system  is  long;  its  return  after 
complete  removal, — ^this  occurrence,"  however,  being 
rare. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  better  to  regard  this  disease, 
which  has  been  considered  as  almost  peculiar  to  cica- 
trices, as  epithelial  cancer  qf  cicatrix.  Why  the  tissue 
of  cicatrix  is  liable  to  this  form  of  cancer  may  probably 
be  part  of  the  same  question  which  involves  the  expla- 
nation of  the  more  frequent  appearance  of  the  same 
disease  in  the  scrotum,  the  labia  pudendi,  the  lip,  and 
integuments  of  the  face,  than  elsewhere. 

The  several  forms  of  the  malady  are  probably  differ- 
ences depending  upon  the  greater  or  less  proportion 
and  development  of  some  particular  natural  tissue  with 
the  malignant  elements  of  the  disease,  and  a  dimmished 
or  increased  degree  of  activity  in  the  subsequent  changes 
of  the  new  structure.  At  the  same  time  the  original 
type  preserves  its  peculiarities,  to  a  certain  extent, 
throughout  the  future  progress  of  the  disease,  and 
rarely  shows  a  tendency  to  pass  into  another ;  the 
vascularity,  or  some  other  special  condition  of  a  part, 
having,  however,  some  modifying  influence.  Thus, 
the  ulcer,  originally  fibrous,  as  distinguished  from  the 
granular  form,  may  derive  its  peculiarity  from  the 
greater  development  of  some  component  tissue  of  tilie 
skin,  and  retain  this  condition  not  only  whilst  confined 
to. the  integument,  but  also  when  it  has  penetrated 
bone.  An  instance  is  figured  by  Mr.  Smith  in  which 
an  excavated  ulcer  of  bone  thus  originating  is  repre- 
sented with  closely-packed  fibres  arising  from  and 
covering  its  surface.  This  explanation  of  the  different 
forms  of  the  disease  is  somewhat  conjectural,  and 
requires  the  due  consideration  of  more  extended 
observation  to  confirm  it ;  still  there  are  many  points 
connected  with  this  affection,  and  epithelial  cancer 
generally,  which  justify  it. 

^The  following  instances  of  this  disease  have  fkllen 
under  my  observation : — 

E.  A.,  aged  33,  was  admitted  into  the  hospital  in 
'August,  1849.  She  was  a  tall  woman  of  spare  habit, 
and  had  been  burnt  during  her  childhood  on  the  right 
arm  and  side  of  the  face  and  neck.  The  angle  of  the 
mouth  was  considerably  depressed  by  the  contraction 
of  the  cicatrix  of  the  neck.  The  forearm  was  flexed 
upon  the  upper  arm,  and  fixed  at  a  very  acute  angle  by 
a  strong  web  of  cicatrix  which  extended  between  them 
as  high  as  the  middle  of  the  upper  arm.  The  hand  was 
prone  and  flexed ;  she  could  move  the  fore  finger,  and 
had  been  able,  with  some  cleverness,  to  use  her  needle. 

Ten  years  previous  to  her  admission  she  had  noticed 
a  wart  jon  the  scar  of  the  forearm,  which  gradually 
increased,  and  became  ulcerated,  yielding  a  thin  dis- 
charge. On  her  admission,  the  whole  surface  of  the 
forearm,  from  the  elbow  to  the  wrist,  was  covered  with 
warty  growths,  closely  set  together,  being  separated  by 
deep  fissures  and  cracks,  from  the  bottom  of  which 
issued  a  very  offensive  and  thin  ichorous   discharge. 
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Some  of  these  warts  were  Tascolar^  and  were  covered 
with  secretioD^  whilst  others  had  a  grey  coloor,  and 
presented  a  more  loosely  fibrous  texture  ;  some  few  of 
these  latter  were  partly  detached,  apparently  possessing 
little  or  no  vitality.  The  patient  said  that,  occasionally 
duiing  the  progress  of  the  disease,  masses  of  warty 
growths  would  become  loose  and  fall  off.  The  surface 
bled  occasionally  when  the  dressings  were  removed. 
Hie  patient  suffered  constant  severe  pain;  she  dreaded 
to  have  the  arm  uncovered,  and  begged  to  be  relieved  of 
the  burden.  The  foetor  of  the  discharge  was  scarcely 
corrected  by  chloride  of  lime. 

Considering  the  extent  and  seeming  incurability  of 
the  uloer,  the  sufferings  of  the  patient,  and  the  crippled 
state  of  the  limb,  amputation  appeared  to  me  the  only 
resource,  and  in  this  opinion  my  colleagues  agreed'. 
The  Umb  was  removed  by  double  fiap  operation  in  the 
upper«third  of  the  arm,  so  as  to  avoid  including  in  the 
stomp  any  portion  of  the  cicatrix.  The  wound  healed 
by  the  first  intention,  excepting  at  the  point  where  the 
ligatures  passed  out ;  one  Hgature  remained  a  long  time, 
and  delayed  her  dismissal  from  the  hospital. 

The  disease  had  not  penetrated  deeper  than  the 
integument  of  the  forearm ;  there  was,  however,  one 
point  where  it  was  doubtful  if  the  subjacent  tissue 
was  not  begLoning  to  be  affected. 

A.  C,  aged  44,  the  mother  of  four  children,  a  large 
lenco-phlegmatic  person,  was  admitted  into  th*e  hospital 
December  13th,  1850.*  When  a  chfld  she  had  been 
burnt  on  the  posterior  part  of  both  lower  extremities, 
but  more  especially  on  the  left,  in  which  there  was  a 
dicatrix  extending  from  the  hip  to  the  ham,  producing 
slight  contraction  of  the  knee-joint.  About  eight 
yean  since  an  ulcer  had  formed  in  the  middle  of  the 
scar  of  the  left  thigh,  which  had  slowly  healed  under 
treatment.  Five  years  ago  it  reappeared,  and  has  con- 
tinued gradually  increasing.  When  she  was  admitted 
there  was  a  large  ovd  ulcer  on  the  posterior  surface  of 
the  left  thigh,  yielding  a  thin  offensive  discharge.  Its 
snrDue  was  coarsely  granulated ;  the  granular  elevations 
were  florid,  and  the  largest  of  them  were  about  the  size 
of  a  lai^^e  pea,  and  had  a  rough  appearance  resembling 
a  flattened  wart.  These  elevations  were  separated  by 
shallow  grooves,  which  admitted  the  end  of  a  probe. 
The  edge  of  the  sore  was  sinuous,  raised,  and  everted, 
and  the  a^joming  texture  in  some  places  thickened  and 
indurated  to  a  slight  extent.  Before  the  patient  entered 
the  hospital  I  had  seen  the  ulcer  at  intervals,  at  which 
periods  it  had  presented  the  seme  aspect,  excepting  on 
one  occasion,  when  it  was  less  granular,  and  had  rather 
a  gbuced  appearance.  On  another  occasion  a  slight 
attack  of  erysipelas  had  taken  place  in  the  healthy  skin 
about  the  hip.  The  pain  was  constant,  but  varied  in 
intensity,  being  generally  proportioned  (o  the  more 
active  or  quiescent  condition  of  the  ulcer.  During  her 
residence  in  the  hospital  the  disease  slowly  advanced  in 


*  This  esM  bad  cmlf  been  a  ibort  time  in  tbe  bospital,  and  the  foHov- 
ing  one  was  only  incidentally  mentioned  when  this  oonunonicatian  was 
read  to  tbe  Society.  I  haTc^  therefore,  given  a  fbller  aceoont  of  them 
than  was  made  at  that  time. 


the  following  manner ; — ^A  portion  of  the  m^gin  of  the 
ulcer  became  more  extensively  indurated,  thickened,  and 
raised ;  increased*  pain  was  felt  in  the  part,  which  slowly 
ulcerated,  the  destruction  being  co-extensive  with  the 
previously  altered  texture.      The  surface  of  >this  fresh- 
ulceration  had  a  foul  greyish  aiq)ect,  which  seemed  to 
be  due  to  the  deposit  in  the  diseased  portion  of  tho- 
dcatrix.     The  uloer  then  remained  in  a  quiet  state  for 
an  uncertain  period,  when  another  portion  of  tbe  cir- 
cumference, either  adjacent  to  or  remote  from  the  part  * 
previously  diseased,    became    similarly  affected,    and 
underwent  the  same  changes.      During  the  period  she* 
was  under  observation  the  uloer  extended  in  this  asanner 
in  a  direction  toward  the  knee  and  the  outer  side  of  the- 
thigh.    Two  or  three  times  the  whole  surface,  which 
had  generally  a  florid  appearance,  presented  a  foul  grey 
surfisu^e,  the  general  health  being  at  the  same  time 
affected;    in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two  this  surfaoa 
would   dear   off,    and    the    sore   regain   its    former 
appearance. 

Treatment  had  no  effect  upon  the  progress  of  the 
disease.  Tbe  various  applications  made  to  the  ulcer 
afforded  some  relief  to  the  patient;  more,  however,, 
apparentiy,  from  a  mental  influence  than  from  any 
direct  effect  upon  .the  disease.  Opium  afforded  muelk 
comfort.  Donovan's  solution  was  given.  The  siirfaoe- : 
was  too  extensive  to  be  removed  by  caustic  or  the 
knife.  She  left  the  hospital  in  March,  1851,  and  I 
subsequentiy  lost  sight  of  her,  as  she  soon  afterward* 
went  to  America  with  her  £smily. 

\ 

The  next  case  occurred  in  the  practice  of  my  friend 
Mr.  Sicard,  to  whose  kindness  I  am  indebted  for  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  patient,  and  for  being  enabled 
to  add  the  particulars. 

E.  R.,  aged  72,  received  a  severe  bum,  fifty-two 
years  since,  by  which  the  left  arm  became  crippled. 
The  fingers  and  the  thumb  were  so  much  injured  that . 
they  mortified,  and  were  removed.  The  surface  of  the 
bum  slowly  healed,  but  during  the  next  twenty  years 
repeated  exfoliation  of  bone  from  the  ulna  took  plaee. 
On  these  occasions,  inflammation  attacked  the  fore-arm, 
and  extended  even  to  the  upper-arm ;  a  portion  of  the 
covering  of  the  arm  became  black,  and  separated,, 
leaving  an  ulcer,  from  which  either  several  small  scalea- 
of  bone,  or  a  larger  portion,  were  discharged.  The 
ulcer  then  healed,  and  remained  so  until  ihore  bone 
was  about  to  be  discharged,  and,  in  consequence,  fresh 
inflammation  was  set  up.  At  last,  no  more  exftliationa 
took  place,  and  then  the  dcatrix  remained  sound  for 
twenty-nine  years.  About  three  years  since,  an  ulcer 
formed  in  the  cicatrix  on  the  outer  side  of  the  arm, 
away  from  the  situation  of  the  former  ulceration ;  this 
became  incrusted,  and  by  constant  addition  to  the  base 
of  the  crast,  a  conical  •homy  growth  was  formed, 
which  after  a  time  fell  off,  leaving  a  healed  sur&ce 
beneath.  The  part  speedily  re-ulcerated,  and  the  same 
process  was  repeated.  During  one  year  and  a  half  this 
occurred  three  times,  and  then  the  ulcer  became  per- 
manent. The  largest  of  these  masses,  which  is  pre- 
served in  the  hospital  museum,  meaeurea  two  indiea,. 
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by  one  and  a  half  across  the  base,  and  is  one  inch  high. 
The  two  last  cnists  formed  very  quickly.  The  pain 
was  considerable  during  the  three  years,  bat  increased 
Tery  much  during  the  last  twelve  months,  when  the 
j>rogres8  of  the  ulcer  was  more  active ;  the  discharge, 
which  was  very  offensive,  increased,  and  the  general 
health  was  affected. 

When  I  saw  the  patient  in  August,  1851,  there  was 
«  Urge  ulcer  occupying  the  front  and  outer  part  of  the 
fore-arm,  and  extending  from  the  bend  of  the  arm  to 
within  an  inch  and  a  half  of  the  wrist.  The  whole 
snr&oe  was  very  coarsely  granulated,  and  in  some  parts 
had  more  the  appearance  of  fungous  growths;  some 
of  the  masses  were  as  large  as  a  small  arbutus-berry, 
.ttud,  owing  to  the  roughness  of  their  surface,  had  a  very 
tfimilar  appearance.  To  the  surface  of  the  most 
promment  part  of  some  of  these,  a  thin,  hard,  dark 
«cale  was  attached,  and  by  the  aggregation  of  several  of 
-theae  scales  the  ulcer  at  that  part  was  covered  by  a  corres- 
ponding thin  crust.  Similar  mcrustations  had  separated 
with  the  removal  of  the  dressings.  The  edge  of  the 
'Uloer  was  raised,  tUckened,  and  everted.  The  surface 
Ued  yery  freely  idien  disturbed,  and  the  discharge  from 
it  was  extremely  offensive.  The  patient  was  very  much 
«nieebled,  and  lay  in  a  semi-conscious  state.  She  died 
«xbanflted  September  2nd,  1851.  The  question  of 
removal  of 'the  limb  had  been  put  to  the  patient  twelve 
months  previously  by  Mr.  Sicard,  but  she  had  refused 
4o  consent  to  it;  she  bad  lately  requested  it,  but 
the  low  condition  she  was  in  prevented  its  being 
•aooomplished. 

lliese  three  cases  illustrate  some  of  the  varieties  of 
this  affection.  The  formation  of  incrustations  in  the 
last  case,  though  to  a  greater  extent,  is  analogous  to 
what  is  observed  in  the  formation  of  scabs  in  some 
instances  of  epithelial  cancer  of  the  lips  and  face.  The 
tendency  of  the  formation  of  scales  on  the  surface  of 
the  granulations,  which  existed  to  the  last,  is  a  point 
pathdogieally  interesting,  for  I  suspect  that  they  were 
an  qntheHal  formation,  and,  if  so,  they  would  afford 
an  illustration  of  the  continuance  of  an  early  and 
peculiar  character  of  the  ulcer,  which  might  have  been 
expected  to  disappear  in  the  more  active  progress  of  the 
disease ;  a  microscopical  examination  would,  howevei , 
be  required  to  determine  this  satisfiictorily. 

It  is  a  matter  of  confessed  importance  in  endeavouring 
to  attein  a  correct  knowledge  of  disease  that,  at  the 
same  time  we  are  careful  not  to  associate  together 
-disorders  in  their  nature  essentially  different,  we  should 
.guard  against  unnecessary  distinctions,  grounded  on 
•differences  in  the  degree  of  development,  or  a  few 
.aHght  variations  of  external  form.  It  is  with  the  view 
of  avoiding  a  distinction  of  this  latter  kind,  which  was 
apparently  inferred,  and  which  does  not  seem  really  to 
exist,  that  I  have  offered  the  foregoing  remarks,  and 
would  suggest  that  the  forms  of  disease  before  men- 
tioned, which  have  been  considered  peculiar  to  cicatrix, 
sihonld  be  regarded  as  epithelial  cancer  of  that  tissue ;  and 
thus  a  step,  in  simplifying  our  knowledge  of  disease,  and 
as  a  consequence,  in  directing  our  remedial  measures, 
will  be  gained. 


Since  the  preceding  was  communicated,  I  have  mat 
with  several  published  cases,  which  appear  to  me  to  be 
examples  of  the  same  disease,  though  they  have  not 
been  distincUy  noticed  as  such.  They  are  nearly  all 
instances  of  the  disease  invading  bone,  the  malady 
having  originated  in  a  dcatrix  which  had  followed  an 
injury,  and  which  had  remained  sound  for  some  period. 
The  mode  of  origin,  the  warty  growth,  and  peculiar 
aspect  of  the  ulcer,  its  unceasing  though  s)ow  destructive- 
ness,  ite  manner  of  spreading,  and  the  success  of  com- 
plete removal,  as  well  as  some  other  general  points  of 
resemblance,  led  me  to  think  that  they  belonged  to  the 
same  disease. 

I  will  simply  add  the  references  to  these  cases,  ob- 
serving that  the  one  related  by  Mr.  Stanley,  at  page 
366  of  his  work.  Is  particularly  interesting  from  the 
fact,  that  Mr.  Paget,  by  a  microscopical  fframination  of 
the  growth,  discovered  the  existence  of  sca]es  resembling 
the  epithelial  scales  found  in  carcinoma  of  the  skin, 
thus  affording  an  additional  confirmation  of  the  identity 
of  the  two  diseases. 

Stanley  on  Diseases  of  Bone.  London:  1849.  Page 
65,  Case  1  and  2;  page 360  to  367,  Case  1  to  6. 

Ormerod's  Clinical  Collections.  London:  1846. 
Page  55. 

Descriptive  Catelogue,  Museum,  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital.     London:  1846* 

Pathotogical  Catalogue,  Museum,  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  Vol.  II.,Nos.  639,  640. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  refer  to  a  lecture  by  Mr.  Hum- 
phry, "  On  Epithelial  Cancer,"  recently  published  in 
tht  ProvmcialJottmal,  (No.  xviii.,  1851,  p.  477,)  in 
which  he  has  given  an  excellent  and  clear  description  of 
this  form  of  cancer,  and  alluded  to  the  analogy  between 
it  and  this  warty  disease  of  cicatrix. 


CASE  OF 

EETENTION  OF  BILE  AND  DISTENDED 
GALL-BLADDEfi. 

By    W.    BUDD,    M.  D., 

PHT8XCIAN  TO  THE   BRISTOL   INFI&MA.BY. 
SMd  mi  tte  f^Moritrh  Mteting  ^  tk«  Btik  mud  Bmtoi  Rrmuk,DM,  17, 1811. 

The  following  case,  as  being  at  once  rare  and  in- 
volving a  nice  point  of  practice,  may  be  considered 
worthy  of  being  placed  on  record : — 

John  Morgan,  aged  35,  a  man  of  spare  habit,  and  by 
trade  a  buteher,  was  brought  to  the  Bristol  Royal 
Infirmary,  on  the  22nd  of  September,  1851,  inastetoof 
imminent  danger.  He  had  already  been  ill  three  weeks, 
and  severe  pain  and  urgent  vomiting,  from  whidii 
during  the  greater  part  of  that  time,  he  had  little  or  no 
respite,  had  at  length  reduced  him  to  a  condition  of 
extreme  collapse.    To  judge  from  his  looks,  one  would 

•  Page  IQ,  Not.  99  and  80.— Page  18,  Not.  48,  AU^Vagt  29,  No>.  184, 
m,  138»  m^^Page  448,  Mo.  40.— Page  488,  No.  84. 
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have  said  he  was  a  man  dying  from  some  internal  nip- 
tore.  *  His  features  were  sunken,  his  sur&ce  was  grow- 
ing cold,  and  his  pulse  could  scarcely  be  felt.  An 
enormous  swelling,  which  was  pointed  out  as  the  seat 
of  the  pain,  and  was  the  apparent  cause  of  the  other 
symptoms,  occnpied  the  whole  upper  half  of  the  belly. 
Its  lower  margin  evidently  formed  by  the  edge  of  an 
enlarged  liver,  could  be  readily  traced,  extending  across 
the  belly  from  one  flank  to  the  other.  Just  above  and 
to  the  right  of  tfie  navel,  over  a  space  as  large  as  the 
palm  of  the  hand  or  more,  the  swelling  was  much  more 
prominent  than  elsewhere.  Bulging  abruptly  out  at  this 
point  from  the  surface  of  the  general  enlargement,  it 
had  just  the  look  of  a  large  abscess,  which  had  reached 
the  stage  of  "  pointing."  Over  the  same  place  fluctua- 
tion could  be  distinctly  felt,  and  from  its  marked  and 
superficial  character,  it  was  plain  that  the  walls  of  the 
sac,  whatever  the  sac  might  be,  were  very  thin.  The 
extreme  tenderness  of  the  part,  however,  prevented  the 
examination  that  would  have  been  necessary  to  trace  its 
exact  outline. 

The  history  which  the  patient  gave  of  this  formidable 
state  of  things  was  brief  and  simple.  Twenty-two  days 
before  admission,  being  at  the  time  in  his  usual  health, 
he  supped  plentifiUly  on  oysters,  and  got  drunk  on 
strong  beer.  At  day  break,  on  the  following  morning, 
he  was  seized  with  severe  pain  in  the  belly,  foUowed  by 
urgent  vomiting.  The  quantity  of  fluid  thnfwn  up  was 
very  large,  and  exceeded  much,  he  thought,  what  was 
taken  in  the  shape  of  drink.  For  three  days  the  bowels 
could  not  be  made  to  act,  and  the  case  altogether 
appeared  to  have  the  character  of  ileus  or  intestinal 
obstruction,  and,  indeed,  was  so  treated.  At  length, 
after  taking  much  drastic  medicine,  and  having  repeated 
enemata,  he  was  freely  purged ;  and  from  this  time  the 
bowds  remained  loose,  acting  generally  several  times 
fn  the  twenty-four  hours.  The  vomiting  did  not  the 
less  continue ;  so  that  from  the  day  of  attack  to  that  of 
admission — from  the  2nd  of  Sept.,  that  is,  to  the  23rd — 
little  or  nothing  had  been  retained  on  the  stomach. 

The  swelling  and  hardness  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
beUy  first  attracted  his  attention  about  a  fortnight 
before  he  was  brought  to  the  hospital,  and  had  con- 
tinned  to  increase  from  that  time. 

TTiere  were  two  other  points  of  much  interest  in  the 
case,  as  to  which  the  testimony  of  the  patient  was  very 
dear  and  predse.  The  first  was,  that  there  had  never 
been  the  slightest  shade  of  jaundice ;  and  the  second, 
that  the  matters  ejected  from  the  stomach  were  often 
green,  and  possessed  the  common  characters  of  bile. 
The  colour  of  the  stools  he  had  not  particularly  noticed. 
He  had  never  on  any  former  occasion  suffered  from 
gall  stones,  jaundice,  or  other  palpable  hepatic  dborder ; 
nor  had  he  ever  received  a  blow  or  other  injury  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  liver. 

As  to  his  general  history,  he  further  confessed  that 
he  had  drank  to  great  excess  for  many  years ;  but  that 
he  could  not  discover  that  his  health  had,  as  yet,  suffered 
in  consequence.  The  more  accurate  results  of  clinical 
Inquiry  showed,  however,  that  he  had  not  escaped  the 
penalties  which  attach  to  these  fiBital  habits. 


Taking  all  these  points  into  consideration,  the  ques« 
tion  now  was,— What  w#  to  be  done  in  the  present 
emergency  ?  As  all  the  suffering  appeared  to  be  oon- 
nected  with  tilie  abdominal  swelling,  and  as  many  cir- 
cumstances pointed  clearly  to  the  distension  of  the  sac, 
as  its  chief  cause,  the  opening  of  this  sac  by  puncti9« 
seemed  to  offer  the  most  obvious  means  of  reliefl  Hie 
great  urgency  of  the  case,  the  thinness  of  the  sac 
itself,  and  the  great  tenderness  of  the  parts  around  it, 
all  seemed  to  invite  to  the  operation.  On  the  other 
hand,  before  taking  so  hazardous  a  step,  it  was,  at 
least,  necessary  to  have  dear  views  as  to  the  nature  and 
seat  of  the  tumour.  But,  unfortunately,  these  were 
not  easy  to  obtain. 

Many  who  saw  the  patient  were  of  opinion  that  it 
was  an  abscess;  but  there  were  strong  objections  to 
such  a  view.  In  the  first  place,  as  far  as  could  be 
ascertained,  none  of  the  common  causes  of  abscess  of 
the  liver  had  been  in  operation;  there  had  been  no- 
blow  or  other  injury ;  and  there  was  no  reason'  to  sus- 
pect present  or  former  ulceration  in  any  part  of  the- 
intestinal  tract.  The  positive  evidence  was  still  more 
opposed  to  this  notion.  There  could  be  no  reasonable, 
doubt,  in  hict,  that  the  illness,  whatever  its  nature,  waa 
set  up  by  the  debaudi  of  the  Ist  of  September.  Now^ 
suppuration  may  possibly  happen  after  an  excess  of 
this  kind ;  but  it  is  certainly  not  among  the  common 
consequences  of  a  drinking  bout.  Inflammation  thu» 
excited  in  a  hydatid  cyst  already  existing  is  the  onlj 
case  that  occurs  to  the  mind  in  whidi  such  a  result 
might  ensue  with  any  degree  of  probability :  and  evoa 
such  a  case  as  this  is,  as  £ur  as  I  know,  entirdy  hypo- 
thetical. The  only  remaining  alternative  seemed  to  be, 
that  the  enlar^ment  was  caused  by  retention  of  bile, 
through  some  obstruction  of  the  common  gall  duct ; 
and  that  the  sac  was  a  distended  gaU  bladder.  And  yet 
to  this  again  there  appeared  to  be— as,  in  the  absence  of 
all  prior  personal  experience  of  such  a  case,  I  then  con- 
sidered— these  two  very  great  objections: — First,  that 
there  had  been  no  jaundice;  and  second,  that  tiie 
matters  rejected  by  vomiting  were  often  (preen,  and 
possessed  the  other  characteristua  of  bile.  There  was 
every  reason  to  believe  the  man's  testimony  as  to  this 
last  point;  for,  according  to  the  nurse's  report,  the 
matters  vomited  soon  after,  admission  were  distinctly 
green  and  bilious. 

Amid  this  perplexity  I  resolved  not  to  meddle  with 
the  tumour,  but  simply  to  apply  a  large  poultice  to  the 
belly,  aud  to  endeavour  by  appropriate  means  to  allay 
pain  and  stay  vomiting.  With  this  view,  and  proceed- 
ing on  the  notion  that  an  excessive  development  of  add 
in  the  prima  via  might  be  an  important  element  in  the 
case,  I  ordered  ten  minims  of  Liquor  Potassse,  and  three 
of  Liquor  Opii  Sedativns,  to  be  taken  every  three 
hours.  A  single  large  opiate  had  been  already  admin- 
istered. The  event  proved  in  a  signal  way  tiie  sound- 
ness of  the  motives  which  had  led  to  the  adoption  of  an 
expectant  plan.  The  vomiting  ceased  alter  the  first 
dose  of  medicine  until  ten  at  night,  when  he  threw  up 
a  large  pewter  full  of  what  the  nurse  described  as  green 
bile,  but  which,  onfortunatdy,  was  not  kept  for  exami- 
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nation.  This  crisis  was  followed  by  a  sense  of  very 
great  relief,  with  an  almost  total  cessal^ion  of  pain ;  and 
from  that  time  the  sickness  never  returned. 

On  the  following^  day  all  pain  had  ceased  ;  the 
abdominal  tumonr  had  entirely  disappeared ;  and  the 
liver  had  retreated  nearly  within  its  natural  limits. 
Some  slight  tenderness  in  the  epigastric  region  was  all 
that  gained  of  the  truly  formidable  state  of  things 
that  existed  there  the  day  before.  The  countenance 
was  free  from  anxiety;  the  surface  had  recovered  its 
natural  warmth;  and  the  pulse  had  fallen  from  120  to 
80.  Hunger  was  now  the  chief  complaint.  The 
starved  body  was  no  sooner  released  from  pain  than  it 
Asserted,  in  its  own  emphatic  way,  its  demand  for  the 
material  needed  to  restore  its  natural  proportions. 

An  alkaline  mixture,  containing  equal  parts  of  car- 
bonate of  magnesia  and  bicarbonate  of  soda,  was  now 
prescribed,  with  ten  grains  of  compound  extract  of 
colocynth  at  night.  The  bowels  did  not  move  until  the 
following  day,  after  an  enema.  Some  large  and  quite 
day-coloured  lumps  were  first  voided,  followed  by  more 
liquid  matters,  evidently  tinged  with  bile.  The  evacu- 
ation was  Aot  examined  so  minutely,  perhaps,  as  it 
should  have  been ;  but  nothing  like  gall-stone  was  seen 
in  it. 

The  remaining  part  of  this  singular  history  is  soon 
told.  From  the  first  moment  of  relief  the  patient 
continued  to  mend,  with  scarcely  an  interruption.  On 
the  4th  of  October  he  was  strong  enough  to  get  up, 
and  was,  in  all  respects,  convalescent.  On  the  29th  of 
the  same  month  he  left  the  hospital,  having  gained  six 
pounds  in  weight  during  the  last  fortnight  of  his  stay. 
Two  circumstances  were,  however,  noted,  a  knowledge 
of  which  is  important  to  the  pathology  of  the  case. 
The  whole  time  the  patient  remained  under  treatment 
the  stools  were  of  a  pale  drab  colour.  They  were  not 
devoid  of  bile,  but  were  only  scantily  tinged  with  it. 

The  other  circumstance  alluded  to  referred  to  the 
state  of  the  kidneys.  For  the  first  four  or  five  days  the 
urine  was  distinctly  albuminous.  It  was  also  very  aeidf 
and  on  being  allowed  to  stand,  threw  down  an  abundant 
precipitate,  which  by  examination  with  the  microscope 
was  ascertained  to  be  almost  wholly  composed  of  lithic 
add  in  laige  crystals.  It  contained,  besides,  some 
well-marked  casts  of  the  uriniferous  tubes;  and,  as  the 
specific  gravity  was  never  lower  than  10.25°,  the 
prosence  of  albumen  was  supposed  to  depend  on  the 
aodstence  of,  perhaps,  recent  nephritis.  This  suppo- 
sition was  entirely  confirmed  by  the  sequel.  On  the 
drd  of  October  the  albumen  had  disappeared,  and  could 
never  be  detected  again  in  subsequent  examinations. 

Many  important  reflections  occur  to  the  mind  in 
dwdling  on  this  remarkable  case.  In  the  first  place, 
the  obscurity  which  at  first  hung  over  its  nature,  was, 
in  regard  to  the  immediate  source  of  danger  at  least, 
entirely  removed  by  the  event ;  for,  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  remark,  that  after  the  crisis  which  occurred 
on  the  night  of  admission,  there  could  no  longer  be 
any  doubt,  notwithstanding  the  absence  of  jaundice, 
and  the  frequent  presence  of  bile  in  the  ejectaf  that 
the  abdominal  enlargement  was  caused  by  retention  of 


bile,  through  some  obstruction  in  the  course  of  the 
common  gaft-duct ;  and  that  the  sac  was,  after  all,  a 
distended  gall-bladder.  One  of  the  important  points 
of  the  case  consists,  in  &ct,  in  showing  that  the  concur- 
r^ce  of  the  circumstances  here  specified  constitutes  no 
bar  to  such  a  conclusion.  It  may  be  further  added, 
that  a  little  consideration  suffices  to  show  that  the 
anomaly  they  seem  to  offer  is  more  apparent  than  real. 
For,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that  this  anomaly  is  at 
once  explained  by  reference  to  the  exactly  analogous 
cirrumstances  which  are  often  observed  in  the  case  of 
retention  of  urine.  In  the  one  case,  as  in  the  other, 
the  gland  continues  to  separate  from  the  blood  the 
elements  of  secretion,  so  that  the  system  is  kept  free 
fh>m  taint.  In  the  one  case/  as  in  the  other,  diese 
elements  are  cast  out  into  the  natural  receptacle,  which 
provides,  by  its  gradual  distensioa,  for  the  gradually 
increasing  accumulation.  In  both,  again,  the  gland, 
as  well  as  the  bladder,  yields  to  the  distending  power, 
and  makes  room,  in  its  own  way,  for  the  fluid  which 
the  bladder  has  no  longer  space  to  hold.  The  parallel 
does  not  even  terminate  here,  but  extends  to  the  mode 
in  which  that  partial  relief  is  obtained,  by  which  alone, 
in  many  cases,  rupture  is  averted ;  for  there  can  be  no 
reasonable  doubt,  that  the  bile  which  occasionally 
appeared  in  the  matters  vomited,  in  the  case  of  Johfi 
Morgan,  had  escaped  from  the  gall-bladder  by  the  same 
mechanism  as  that  by  which  small  instalments  of  urine 
distil  from  the  over-distended  urinary  bladder  in  cases 
of  retention  there.  The  outward  discharge  of  this  bile, 
as  proving  communication  between  the  biliary  passages 
and  the  intestinal  to  be  still  extant,  although  obstructed, 
was,  I  need  scarcely  add,  a  fact  of  the  first  importance 
in  regard  to  treatment.  Very  probably,  too,  it  alone 
rendered  the  continuance  of  life  possible  for  so  long  a 
period  under  such  circumstances ;  for,  failing  the  relief 
thus  afforded,  it  is  but  too  probable  that  the  gall-bladdei, 
tense  as  it  was  in  spite  of  such  relief,  would  have  given 
way  under  the  constantly-increasing  distension. 

In  the  absence  of  direct  evidence  the  nature  of  the 
obstruction  itself  must  of  course  remain  a  matter  of 
conjecture.  Judging  from  the  circumstances  amid 
which  it  arose,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  persistence  of 
a  partial  communication  on  the  other,  the  probabilities 
are,  that  it  was  caused  by  inflammation  and  swelling  of 
the  lining  membrane  of  the  duodenal  and  of  the  common 
gall-duct,  propagated  upwards  from  the  gut.  Micro- 
scopic examination  of  the  stools  might,  perhaps,  have 
thrown  some  light  on  this  question,  but  want  of  time 
and  other  circumstances  prevented  my  having  recourse 
to  it. 

The  great  length  of  time  the  obstruction  lasted  teUs 
much  against  the  notion  that  spasm  was  much,  though 
it  might, have  been  partly,  concerned  in  it.  I  Tany  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  however,  among  .vhich  I 
may  mention  the  characters  of  the  urine,  coupled  with 
what  we  know  of  the  pathology  of  this  class  of  affections, 
renders  it  not  improbable  that  the  irritant  action  of  an 
excess  of  acid  in  the  upper  part  of  the/in'mce  via  might 
have  played  an  important  part  in  the  phenomena.  The 
continued  deficiency  of  bile  in  the  stools,  after  the 
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obstnictioQ  had  given  way,  woald  admit  of  various 
interpretations.  It  might  possibly  have  been  owing  to 
an  early  stage  of  cirrhosis^  brought  on  by  the  drinking 
habits  in  which  the  patient  had  so  long  iudolged, 
although  this  is  improbable ;  or  the  secreting  power  of 
the  liver  might  have  been  more  or  less  impaired,  as 
that  of  the  kidney  is  often  known  to  be  under  the  like 
conditions,  by  the  prolonged  and  severe  pressure  to 
which  the  secreting  element  had  so  long  been  subjected ; 
or,  lastly,  some  amount  of  obstacle  might  still  have 
existed  to  the  free  flow  of  bile  into  the  intestine. 

Finally,  it  would  be  an  omission  to  take  leave  of  this 
esse  without  remarking  what  a  strong  motive  it  fur- 
nishes, not  less  in  the  unexpected  deliverance  from  so 
desperate  a  state  by  the  common  resources  of  nature, 
than  in  the  probably  fatal  risk  averted  by  abstaining 
fh>m  surgical  interference,  for  extreme  reserve,  as  well 
as  caution,  in  attempts  to  relieve  fluctuating  tumours 
ccmected  with  the  liver,  by  simple  puncture  with  the 
kmfe  or  trocar.  Altogether  to  proscribe  such  attempts 
would  be,  no  doubt,  to  go  too  far. 

In  the  27th  volume  of  the  MedicO'Chirurgieal 
Tyatuaetiatu  a  case  is  recorded  by  Mr.  Barlow,  in 
which  the  operation  of  tapping  a  gall-bladder,  distended 
by  retention  of  bile,  was  not  only  followed  by  no  ill 
result,  but  was,  most  prol>ably,  the  means  of  BSving 
life.  Many  circumstances,  and  among  them  some 
connected  with  its  own  history,  concur  to  show,  how- 
ever, that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  make  the  course 
followed  in  that  particular  case  a  rule  of  practice.  For 
this  one  case  of  success  many  could  be  related  in  which 
the  operation  was  the  actual  cause  of  death,  and  where 
the  introduction  of  the  trocar  sealed  the  fi&te  of  the 
patient.  It  is  a  matter  of  esperience,  in  fact,  that  in 
the  majority  of  such  cases  the  gall-bladder  is  non- 
adherent ;  and  thus  it  happens,  that  (by  the  common 
mode  of  proceeding)  the  immediate  effect  of  the  punc- 
ture is  to  cause  the  pent-up  bile  to  escape  into  the 
peritoneum,  and  thus  to  hasten  on  that  very  catastrophe 
which  it  is  the  great  object  of  art  to  avert.  But,  not- 
withstanding all  these  difficulties  and  objections,  it  must 
still  be  confessed,  that  this  mode  of  relief  teill  occur  to 
the  mind  as  a  possible  means  of  saving  life  where  death 
might  otherwise  be  inevitable;  and  thus,  in  spite  of 
former  mishaps,  on  the  one  hand,  and  unexpected 
recoveries  on  the  other,  it  will  still  remain  to  be  a 
source  of  perplexity  in  all  desperate  cases.  In  solving 
this  perplexity,  the  occasional  presence,  or  the  contrary, 
of  bile  in  the  ^eciOf  is  an  element  of  feu:  too  great 
importance  to  be  lost  sight  of.  Where  it  was  at  length 
determined,  after  due  deliberation,  to  risk  the  opera- 
tion, it  might  be  worth  considering  whether  the  chief 
*  peril  attaching  to  its  performance  might  not  be  averted 
by  proceeding  in  the  mode  now  practised  in  the  first 
steps  of  the  operation  for  the  extirpation  of  ovari&n 
cysts, — ^namely,  by  securing  the  sac  to  the  walls  of  the 
belly  before  making  the  necessary  opening  for  the 
discharge  of  its  contents. 
Park  Street,  Bristol. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  HYDATID  DISEASE 
OF  THE  LIVER. 

By  p.  M.  DUNCAN,  M.B.,  Londis.,  F.G.S., 

rBxaicxAir  to  tbb  bisbz  a.hd  co&caamB  HoiriTAi.. 
PAST    II.* 

The  last  communication  referred  to  the  development, 
generation,  and  decadence  of  acephalocyst  hydatids ;  in 
the  present  their  distribution,  symptoms,  and  treatment 
will  be  considered. 

Although  hydatids  are  moat  frequently  found  in  the 
liver,  yet  the  spleen,  kidneys,  lun'gs,  and  brain  are 
obnoxious  to  their  attacks ;  and  there  is  hardly  a  tissue 
in  the  body  which  has  not,  at  some  time  or  other,  been 
the  seat  cf  these  pernicious  parasites.  The  superfidea 
of  the  body,  consisting  of  a  greater  or  less  amount  of 
cellular  tissue  supporting  the  true  skin,  is,  especially 
afber  severe  contusions,  liable  to  be  affected  by  acepha- 
locyst hydatids.  The  nidus  of  the  parasite  is  in  the 
cellular  tissue  beneath  the  basement  membrane  of  ttke 
true  skin. 

Cage, — A  man,  aged  46,  of  intemperate  habits,  fell 
backwards  whilst  carrying  a  heavy  weight,  and  struck 
his  back  against  a  log  of  wood.  He  experienced  con- 
siderable pain  beneath  the  angle  of  the  right  scapula, 
where  there  were  evidences  of  a  considerable  bruise  for 
several  days.  After  the  lapse  of  a  week,  the  tenderness 
and  pain  having  subsided,  he  noticed  that  the  sweUing 
was  not  decreasing  so  rapidly  as  it  had  done.  After  a 
while  a  decided  tumour  appeared  at  the  above  spo^ 
grew  rapidly,  gave  him  no  pain,  and  produced  no  con- 
stitutional disturbance.  He  was  admitted  into  the 
Colchester  Hospital,  under  the  care  of  my  colleague, 
Mr.  Waylen,  some  months  after  the  accident.  A 
tumour  as  large  as  an  infant's  head  was  found  below 
the  right  scapula;  its  form  was  rather  irregular;  it 
presented  the  sense  of  fluctuation  very  indistinctly; 
the  skin  was  moveable  over  it,  and  manipulation  pro- 
duced no  pain.  An  incision  let  out  pus  and  many 
acephalocyst  hydatids,  some  collapsed,  others  globular 
and  containing  secondary  cysts.  Cysts  continued  to 
be  discharged  for  a  fortnight;  no  constitutional  dis- 
turbance followed,  and  the  man  was  discharged  cured. 

It  woulif  appear  that  the  parasite  found  a  proper 
nidus  in  a  bloodvessel  implicated  in  the  contusion ;  that 
it  grew  gradually;  and  at  last,  owing  most  probably 
to  those  intrinsic  changes  described  in  my  last  paper, 
suppurated. 

Usually  considerable  constitutional  disturbance  fol- 
lows the  opening  of  superficial  hydatid  sacs,  on  aooonnt 
of  the  sloughing  of  the  external  fibrous  tunic.  It  is  to 
be  remembered  that  the  older  the  hydatid  the  thicker 
is  the  fibrous  eoat;  and  that  the  vascularity  of  this  last 
tissue  decreases  with  its  thickness.  Open,  then,  all 
tumours  made  out  to  be  hydatid,  occurring  in  the 
superficial  cellular  tissue,  as  soon  as  possible. 

*  Concluded  from  ptge  6fi4,  No  xzir.,  of  laat  volume- 
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The  battocks  are  freqaently  the  seat  of  hydatids, 
after  blows,  kicks,  or  violent  contusions;  and  from 
the  depth  of  the  cellalar  tissue,  very  serious  conse- 
quences follow  occasionally  surgical  interference.  I 
would  suggest  that  the  fibrous  sac  be  removed,  to  pre- 
vent its  sloughing. 

Acephalocysts  are  very  seldom  found  in  the  muscular 
system,  but  in  bonk  they  exist  more  frequently. 
Stanley,  in  his  admirable  work  on  the  diseases  of  bones,* 
gives  the  best  description  of  the  disease.  He  writes 
(page  189) : — "  GlobuLir  hydatids  have  been  found  in 
bones  of  every  form.  Usually  they  have  been  developed 
only  in  a  single  bone.  In  a  case;  however,  which 
occurred  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  I  found  them 
in  two  bones — the  os  innominatum  and  sacrum ;  and^ 
in  the  history  of  another  case,  it  is  stated  that  the 
entire  osseous  system  was  beset  with  tumours  con- 
taining hydatids.  The  development  of  hydatids  in 
bone  has  not,  in  general,  been  accompanied  by  pain  or 
irritation  of  any  kind ;  but,  as  the  consequence  of  their 
increasing  number^  the  following  changes  have  occurred 
in  the  bone  itself: — ^First,  the  expansion  of  its  walls, 
either  generally,  so  as  to  produce  an  enlargement  of  the 
whole  bone,  or  in  a  limited  extent,  so  as  to  produce  a 
well-defined  tumour ;  then  absorption  of  the  walls,  in 
one  or  more  situations,  has  ensued,  permitting  the 
escape  of  the  hydatids  firom  the  bone  into  the  soft  parts 
around  it.  The  presence  of  the  hydatids  in  the  soft  parts 
contiguous  to  the  bone  has  excited  suppuration,  so 
that  on  puncturing  the  swelling  they  formed ;  puriform 
fluid,  mixed  with  the  hydatids,  has  been  discharged. 
Further,  it  has  happened  that  during  the  absorption  of 
the  walls  of  a  bone  filled  by  hydatids,  a  slight  muscular 
effort  caused  the  bone  to  snap,  and,  in  such  a  case,  the 
occurrence  of  the  fracture  afforded  the  first  indication 
of  serious  mischief  in  the  bone.  Hydatids  developed 
in  other  organs  are  contained  in  adventitious  cysts; 
and  there  appears  to  be  a  similar  structure  connected 
with  their  formation  in  bone^  a  smooth  white  membrane 
being  found  closely  adherent  to  the  walls  of  the  cavity 
in  the  bone  in  which  the  hydatids  are  lodged. 

Gne. — A  woman,  aged  54,  was  admitted  into  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  having  a  globular  and  some- 
what pendulous  tumour,  about  the  size  of  the  closed 
hand,  situated  upon  the  nates,  directly  over  the  right 
sacro-iliac  symphysis.  She  stated  it  had  been  five 
years  in  progress.  A  few  weeks  before  her.  admission 
it  had  been  punctured,  and  purulent  fluid,  mixed  with 
hydatids,  was  discharged.  The  tumour  again  enlarged 
to  its  original  size,  and  on  being  punctured  a  second 
time,  only  purulent  fluid  escaped.  A  free  incision  was 
now  made  into  the  tumour,  with  the  effect  of  discharging 
a  large  quantity  of  hydatids,  with  fragments  of  bone 
and  purulent  fluid.  Severe  constitutional  derangement 
ensued,  which  in  a  few  weeks  was  fatal. 

On  examination  numerous  globular  hydatids  were 
found  in  the  interior  of  the  right  os  innominatum,  and 
abe  within  the  sacrum.  In  both  these  bones  the 
caacellous  texture  had  disappeared,  and  the  surrounding 


'  A  **  Treatise  on  tb«  DiMMO  of  Bonn."     By  Edward  Scanlcf ,  F.B.8. 


walls  were  much  thinned,  and  widely  separated  from 
each  other,  a  large  carity  being  thus  formed  in  the 
bone,  in  which  the  hydatids  were  lodged.  There  were 
also  apertures  in  the  walls  of  each  bone,  through  which 
some  of  the  hydatids  had  escaped  into  the  surrounding 
soft  parts.  The  cavity  in  the  sacrum  communicated 
alao  with  the  spinal  canal,  in  which  there  were  numerous 
hydatids.  A  smooth  white  membrane  luied  the  cavity 
in  the  os  innominatum  and  sacrum.  There  was  a  mass 
of  hydatids  between  the  extensor  muscles  of  the  spine, 
which  was  unconnected  with  the  contiguous  bones,  and 
another  mass  in  a  cyst  attached  to  the  ovary. 

The  foregoing  case  shows  the  uncertainty  there  may 
be  in  the  diagnosis  of  the  tumour  produced  by  hydatids, 
which  have  escaped  from  the  bone  where  they  were 
formed,  into  the  parts  around  it.  The  hydatid  cyst 
protiuding  firom  a  bone,  forms  a  sqtt  elastic  sweUing* 
which  has  been  mistaken  for  the  tumour  of  malignant 
disease;  and  when,  by  the  absorption  of  their  mem- 
branous cysts,  the  hydatids  have  escaped  into  the  sur* 
rounding  cellular  tissue,  exciting  suppuration  in  it,  the 
swelling  has  presented  the  characters  of  chronic  abscess. 
When,  owing  to  the  increasing  accumulation  of  hydatids 
in  a  bone,  its  walls  become  thinned  and  expanded,  the 
tumjour  may  then  communicate  to  the  fingers  the 
peculiar  crackling  sensation  which  belongs  generally  to 
osseous  cysts  with  thin  sides.  But,  in  some  insti^nces* 
the  walli  of  a  bone  filled  with  hydatids  do  not  become 
thinned,  they  simply  expand  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
form  a  circumscribed  unyielding  tumour,  having  the 
chanusters  of  an  osseous  growth  from  the  bone.  Such 
was  the  nature  of  the  tumour,  and,  consequently,  the 
difficulty  of  its  diagnosis,  in  the  remarkable  case 
recorded  by  Mr.  Keate,  of  an  enormous  collection  of 
hydatids  between  the  two  tables  of  the  frontal  bone. 
In  this  case  the  outer  table  was  removed ;  the  hydatids 
were  carefully  removed,  and  the  wound  filled  with  lint, 
dipped  in  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  copper.  The  cavity 
filled  up  by  granulation,  and  the  patient  recovered. 
Stanley  proceeds  i— "  The  treatment  suited  to  a  case  of 
hydatids  in  bone  will  depend  on  the  situation  and 
extent  of  the  disease.  If  the  hydatids  occupy  the 
larger  portion  of  a  bone,  and  have  occasioned  much 
destruction  of  its  walls,  the  removal  of  the  entire 
bone,  or  of  the  limb  in  which  the  disease  is  situated, 
may  be  necessary.  But  there  are  cases  in  which  it  is 
expedient  to  scoop  out  the  hydatids  from  the  cavity  in 
the  bone ;  and  in  treating  such  cases  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind,  that  the  bone  is  not  diseased,  otherwise  than 
as  its  walls  are  expanded,  or  a  part  absorbed,  conse- 
quently that  no  more  of  the  bone  will  require  removal 
than  is  sufficient  to  effect  the  dislodgement  of  the 
hydatids;  for  when  this  has  been  done,  and  ast: -igents 
or  stimulants  have  afterwards  been  applied  to  tl  bone, 
no  reproduction  of  the  hydatids  has  ensued.  Healthy 
granulations  have  filled  the  cavity  in  the  bone,  and  the 
wound  has  healed  soundly  over  them." 

Acephalocyst  hydatids  have  been  found  in  the  sheaths 
of  tendon^,  where  they  have  been  treated  as  '*  ganglia." 
Synovial  membranes  do  not  appear  to  form  a  nidus  for 
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the  parasite.    The  cysts  found  in  the  larger  joints  are 
not  Bcephalocysts. 

Iq  the  sabstance  of  the  braia  we  occasionally  meet 
with  large  solitary  acephalocysts,  with  a  very  thin 
external  fibrous  coat.  The  compound  parasite  is  very 
rare.  All  parts  of  the  brain  are  obnoxious  to  the 
attacks  of  hydatids ;  the  morbid  phenomena  differ  with 
the  seat  and  rapidity  of  the  growth  of  the  cysts.  The 
choroid  plexuses  are  frequently  the  seat  of  ^  esicles  or 
cysts,  which,  although  they  are  called  hyddtids,  are  not 
parasites,  but  simple  cystic  degenerations  of  the  acini 
and  villous  appendages  of  the  plexus ;  in  aged  persons 
they  usually  contain  yellowish-looking  sand,  and  yary 
in  size  from  that  of  a  pin's  head  to  that  of  a  .bean. 
Rokitansky  speaks  as  to  the  rarity  of  the  occurrence 
of  acephalocysts  in  Ihe  spinal  cord ;  their  nidus  is  even 
outside  the  dura  mater.  In  one  case  the  cyst  forced 
its  way  into  the  canal  of  the  arachnoid.  Even  in  tba 
large  nerves  they  rarely  exist.  Hydatids  have  been 
removed  by  operation  from  beneath  the  conjunctiva; 
and  they  occasionally  exist  in  the  orbital  cellular  tissue. 

Cote.* — Chas.  Rowell,  42  years  of  age,  was  admitted 
under  my  care  into  the  Lordon  Ophthalmic  Infirmary, 
on  the  3rd  of  January,  1820,  with  protrusion  of  the 
globe  from  the  orbit  by  a  deep-seated  tumour,  whiidh 
had  been  growing  seven  years.  When  this  pattent  #119 
admitted  into  the  infirmary,  the  tumour  had  advanced 
so  far  between  the  upper  and  inner  portion  of  the 
eyeball  and  the  eyelid,  as  to  have  thrust  the  globe 
completely  out  of  the  orbit.  The  upper  lid,  greatly 
stretched  and  inflamed,  covered  the  eye  and  the 
tumour;  the  lower  was  completely  everted,  and  its 
membranous  lining  appeared  as  a  thick  fleshy  mass. 
The  conjunctival  covering  of  the  globe  was  thickened 
by  chronic  inflammation,  the  consequence  of  exposure. 
The  structure  of  the  eye  was  uninjured;  the  pupil 
round,  and  about  in  the  middle  state ;  the  iris  motion- 
less. Vision  was  destroyed.  The  tumour  was  firm, 
and  apparently  affixed  to  the  orbit;  it  afforded,  on 
pressure,  an  obscure  sense  of  fluctuation.  To  relieve 
the  distension  and  pain,  and  acquire  some  further  insight 
into  the  nature  of  the  disease,  a  puncture  was  made 
into  the  most  prominent  part  of  the  swelling,  and 
about  a  dessert- spoonfull  of  clear  watery  fluid  escaped ; 
considerable  diminution  of  suffering  ensued.  When  I 
examined  the  part,  two  days  afterwards,  I  found  a  eoft, 
opaque,  white  substance  in  the  puncture,  and  proceeded 
to  remove  it  with  a  pair  of  forceps ;  it  proved  to  be  an 
hydatid,  and  a  few  others  escaped '  when  pressure  was 
made  on  the  swelling.  Some  more  came  away  on  tbe 
following  day,  and  I  afterwards  cleared  out  tbe  whole 
^collection,  amounting  to  half  a  teacupfull,  by  enlarging 
the  puncture,  and  injecting  water  forcibly  into  tbe  -sac. 
Inflammation  and  suppuration  of  the  cyst  followed, 
without  much  pain.  The  discharge  then  gradually 
diminished,  and  the  opening  closed  in  about  a  month. 
The  eye  returned  to  its  natural  situation,  and  all 
uneasiness  ceased.  In  March  a  little  motion  of  the 
iris,  and  slight  perception  of  light  had  returned. 

Hasse  declases  that  the  muscular  structurjB  of  the 
heart  is  occasionally  the  seat  of  parasites,  but  not  of  the 
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acephalocyst  hydatid.  In  animals  this  is  not  true.  I 
have  already  noticed  Andral's  case,  which  proves  the 
presence  of  hydatids  in  the  blood-vessels,  and  have 
noticed  their  influence  upon  the  calibre  of  the  affected 
vessels. 

Lung, — After  much  constitutional  disturbance,  great 
and  violent  cougli,  with  or  without  hemoptysis,  col- 
lapsed acephalocyst  hydatids  are  occasionally  expecto- 
rated. They  may  have  been  originally  deposited  in  the 
parenchyma  of  the  lung,  or  as  is  most  frequently  the 
case,  may  have  passed  by  the  process  of  ulceration, 
from  the  convex  surface  of  the  liver  into  one  of  the 
bronchial  tubes.  In  the  first  instance,  the  acephalo- 
cysts are  not  tinged  yellow  by  the  bile,  neither  are  they 
expectorated  in  any  quantity  at  any  one  time ;  the  re- 
verse is  the  case  when  the  liver  is  the  organ  primarily 
affected.  Andral  once  found  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
inferior  lobes  of  both  lungs  transformed  into  capacious 
sacs,  but  usually  one  lung  is  alone  affected  j  the  ace- 
phalocysts, about  the  size  of  pigeons's  eggs,  being  sur- 
rounded by  a  dense  and  laminated  protective  sac,  formed 
from  the  parenchyma  of  the  lung,  are  very  firmly  fixed. 
In  cases  where  acephalocysts  have  been  expectorated,  a 
commuuication  between  a  bronchus  and  a  suppurating 
sac  is  found,  which  may  still  contam  perfect  hydatids 
floating  in  pus.  The  amount  of  condensation  around 
the  sac  is  strangely  small,  and  it  is  quite  the  exception 
to  find  any  inflammatory  action  going  on  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood. Death  appears  be  caused  by  pressure  upon, 
and  occasionally  ulceration  into,  the  bloodvessels,  by 
great  encroachment  upon  the  region  of  the  heart,  by 
gradual  destruction  of  the  affected  lung,  by  abscess  and 
its  consequences,  and  by  simple  exhaustion.  A  solitary 
example  is  given  by  Hasse,  of  an  hydatid  detached 
through  inflammation  making  its  way  into  the  pleural 
cavity,  leaving  in  the  upper  and  middle  lobes  of  the 
right  lung  a  cavity  in  communication  with  the  bronchia, 
and  determining  pneumo-thorax.  Both  simple  and 
«>mpound  acephalocysts  are  found  in  the  lungs ;  they 
appear  to  choose  the  inferior  lobes  and  that  part  furthest 
removed  from  the  pleura  for  their  seat,  their  diagnosis 
is  therefore  very  difficult.  Dyspnoea  is  the  earliest 
symptom  and  continues  to  the  end ;  it  increases  steadily 
and  is  relieved  to  a  certain  extent,  by  the  expectora- 
tion of  the  parasites.  Occurring  without  any  other 
symptoms  —  without  any  inflammatory  attack,  the 
dyspnoea  is  hardly  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  physical 
signs.  The  cysts  are  too  deep  to  influence  percussion  at 
their  early  stage,  and  on  account  of  the  supplementary 
character  of  the  vesicular  murmur  in  the  upper  regions 
of  the  chest,  their  presence  entails ;  the  patient  is 
usually  said  to  be  the  subject  of  emphysema.  But  after 
a  while  most  fearful  bronchitic  irritation  and  cough  set 
in,  the  dyspnoea  increases,  and  low  down  in  the 
posterior  regions  of  one  or  both  sides  of  the  chest,  we 
may  detect  slight  and  diffused  dulness  on  percussion. 
The  vocal  fremitus  is  diminished  in  intensity,  and 
haemoptysis  occurs  after  a  while ;  the  heart  may  be  dis- 
placed and  the  affected  side  bulged  out ;  there  is  no 
prominence,  however,  ^of  the  intercostal  spaces,  and 


DR.  DUNCAN  ON  HYDATID  DISEASE  OF  THE  LIVER. 


71 


coDBeqnentiy  no  evidence  of  empyema.  At  the  seat  of 
-dolneasy  the  natural  Yeaicolar  mnrmur  is,  as  this  in- 
creasesi  masked  by  blowing  or  tabular  sounds,  accom- 
|Mnied  by  large  moist  rales.  If  the  hydatid  sacs  ulcerate 
into  a  bronchus,  their  contents  are  gradually  ezpecto- 
Tsted,  a  singular  change  of  the  physical  signs  resulting, 
unioous  r&les  are  heard  over  the  whole  of  the  affected 
aide,  and  gurgling  at  one  or  more  spots ;  the  dulness 
on  percussion  has  vanished,  tympanitic  resonance  bemg 
produced;  the  tabular  breath  sounds  have  become 
amphoric,  and  various  degrees  of  pectoriloquy  exist. 
These  physical  signs  vary,  however,  with  the  amount  of 
the  contents  of  the  cavity.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  but 
a  &tal  result  in  these  cases,  but  when  the  liver  is 
primarily  afiiBcted  and  the  hydatids  ulcerate  through 
the  lung,  recovery  is  by  no  means  unusual.  Hydatids 
in  the  lung,  whidi  have  not  ^attained  to  very  great  size, 
•cannot  be  diagnosed  ;  the  case  may  be  taken  for  one  of 
emphysema^  complicated  with  sub-acute  bronchitis; 
when,  however,  the  dulness  on  percussion  is  at  the 
inferior  part  of  the  lung,  the  rest  of  the  organ  being 
unusually  resonant,  the  opinion  cannot  hold.  Pleurisy 
is  contraindicated  by  the  transmission  of  the  vocal  fremi- 
tus. Cancer  of  the  lung,  of  the  infiltrated  kind, 
and  unaccompanied  by  enlarged  bronchial  glands  or 
mediastinal  tumour,  is  distinguished  by  the  almost 
inyariable  flattening  and  retraction  of  the  affected  side. 
In  hydatid  disease  the  side  is  enlarged  ;  in  both  diseases 
luemoptysis,  pain^  cough,  and  scanty  expectoration  at 
first  occur,  but  in  cancer  the  constitution  suffers  most. 
The  nodular  form  of  carcinoma  cannot  be  distinguished. 
In  a  case  with  which  I  was  familiar,  nodules  of  mela- 
nosis were  deposited  here  and  there  in  the  parenchyma 
of  the  inferior  lobes  of  both  lungs.  During  life  a 
careful  stethoscopist  distinguished  the  presence  of 
some  portions  of  tissue  more  dense  than  the  surround- 
ing lung,  in  fact,  all  the  presumed  physical  signs 
of  hydatids  existed.  When  cancer  is  combined  with 
tofflour,  the  mediastinal  dulness  is  so  increased,  and 
the  signs  of  pressure  upon  the  great  vessels,  oesopha- 
gus, and  bronchi,  are  so  decided  that  the  differential 
diagnosis  is  of  no  difficulty.  In  cases  of  chronic  pneu- 
monia,  the  dulness  on  percussion  does  not  gradually 
increase  as  in  hydatid  disease,  remedies  have  more  affect 
in  allaying  the  cough,  and  hsemoptysis  is  rarer  than  in 
the  affection  before  us ;  the  history  of  the  case  is  of 
great  assistance  in  the  diagnosis.  With  such  very  negative 
evidence  as  the  above,  we  must  esteem  the  diagnosis  of 
hydatid  disease  of  the  lung  to  be  almost  impossible, 
except  under  very  favourable  circumstances.  When 
acepbalocysts  are  deposited  in  the  tissue  of  the  liver^ 
near  to  its  convex  and  superior  surface,  their  growth 
Boon  brings  them  in  contact  with  the  fibrous  envelope 
of  the  organ,  the  diaphram  becomes  adherent,  and  the 
pleural  layers  also,  most  distressing  lung  symptoms 
ensue,  and  after  a  severe  fit  of  coughing  the  patient  ex- 
pectorates pus,  collapsed  hydatids,  and,  sooner  or  later, 
bile.*    Recovery  is  very  usual,  all  the  s3rmptoms  being 


*  8ce  Dr«  Domnt*!  cue.  Provincial  Xtdiedl  and  Surpieal  Jwrual, 
Ho.  ft,  ISftl ;  mj  eaae,  Ibid^  No.  34, 1890 ;  and  Dr.  Todd's  leoture,  JCM. 
Tine*,  JanvarfZ,  1869. 


relieved  by  the  evacuation  of  the  parasites,  suppuration 
of  the  sac  appears  to  occur,  the  adherent  diaphragm 
and  pleurs  are  pierced,  abscess  of  the  parenchyma  of 
the  lung  follows,  bursting  at  last  into  a  brondius,  the 
abscess  determines  a  communication  between  the  sac 
and  the  air.  Hasse  onoe  found  a  shrivelled  acephalocyst 
beneath  the  costal  pleura. 

ZAver. — Hydatids  affect  the  liver  in  preference  to 
any  other  organ  and  are  found  in  all  parts  of  it,  rarely 
in  the  left  lobe  and  most  commonly  in  the  right,  where 
they  attun  to  their  greatest  size ;  they  are  to  be  met 
with  deep  in  the  parenchyma  or  superficially  and  push- 
ing forwards  the  capsule  of  the^rgan,  and  generslly 
exciting  adhesion  between  it  and  the  side.  One  cyst 
or  several  may  exist ;  they  are  found  of  all  sizes,  from 
that  of  a  nut  to  a  size  which  enabled  them  to  hold 
several  pints  of  fluid.  Those  deposited  deeply  cause 
absorption  of  the  substance  of  the  liver  in  their  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  by  the  pressure  coincident  with 
their  growth,  and  after  a  while  reach  the  surface.  When 
the  acephalocyst  has  become  superficial,  that  part  of  it 
which  is  in  contact  with  the  capsule  of  the  liver  has  no 
external  fibrous  sac,  it  is  simply  covered  by  the  capsule 
a^4  that  part  in  contact  with  the  liver  still  retains  its 
accessory  covering.  At  first  little  inconvenience  results 
from  the  presence  of  hydatids  in  the  liver,  but  as  they 
increase  in  size,  the  edge  of  the  liver  descends  below 
the  cartilages  of.  the  ribs,  and  the  patient  suffers  from 
dyspepsia,  and  pain  in  the  shoulder  and  side.  Jaundice 
rarely  occurs  until  a  late  period,  nor  does  the  portal 
circulation  suffer,  except  the  hydatids  are  large  or  so 
numerous  as  to  cause  pressure  upon  the  great  venous 
trunks.  Tumour  below  the  rib  in  the  right  hypochon- 
driac region,  and  elevation  and  expansion  of  the  lower 
cartilages  are  the  first  physical  signs  of  the  disease  ;  the 
tumour  is  ill  defined,  moves  with  inspiration  and  expi- 
ration, is  frequently  painful  to  the  touch,  and  when 
percussed  gives  a  most  peculiar  vibratory  thrill  to  the 
fipger,  so  unique  as  never  to  be  forgotten  if  once  felt. 
From  causes  already  explained,  the  tendency  of  the 
tumour  is  to  enlarge,  the  liver  increases  in  size,  the 
belly  feels  hard  and  nodular^  and  after  a  while  the 
portal  and  systemic  veins  suffer,  the  case  ending  by 
effusion  into  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum  with  oedema 
of  the  legs,  accompanied  oftentimes  by  displacement 
upwards  of  the  heart  and  lungs ;  or,  the  tumour, 
owing  to  changes  in  its  walls,  already  alluded  to,  may 
burst  into  the  transverse  colon,  or  into  the  duodenum, 
into  a  gall-duct,  or  the  gall-bladder.  A  natural  cure 
is  frequent  under  these  circumstances,  as  also  when  the 
acephalocyst  opens  by  ulceration  through  the  umbilicus, 
(see  Case  in  Paper  I.)  or  when  its  contents  pass  into  a 
bronchial  tube.  But  when  the  hydatid  ulcerates  and 
opens  into  a  bloodvessel,  into  the  cavity  of  the  perito- 
neum— unless  the  structure  of  this  membrane  be  very 
much  covered  by  false  membranes,  or  into  the  pleural 
sac,  recovery  is  most  unusual.  The  tumour,  as  has 
been  proved  by  Case  6,  may  burst  in  two  directions  at 
once — into  the  bronchus  and  into  the  intestine.  Recovery 
ensues,  rarely  however,  by  the  nutrition  of  the  aoepha- 
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locyst  being  suspended,  the  fluid  is  absorbed,  the  fibrous 
sac  contracts,  and  the  acephalocyst  is  folded  up  within  it. 
(See  Case  5.) 

When  a  tumour  appears  in  the  right  hypochondrium^ 
nnacoompanied  by  pain  and  seyere  constitutional  dis- 
turbance, not  preceded  by  inflammatory  symptoms  and 
fever,  and  possessing  the  peculiar  vibratile  thrill  on 
perdusion,  moving  also  with  the  efforts  of  respiration, 
we  may  safely  diagnose  hyda^d  tumour  of  the  liver. 
Abscess  of  the  liver  is  preceded  by  constitutional  dis- 
turbance of  the  severest  character,  and  in  this  climate, 
in  my  experience,  is  much  rarer  than  hydatid  disease. 
Swelling  around  the  cartilages  of  the  lower  ribs  may 
simulate  the  disease  for  a  tune,  but  pain  exists,  and 
there  is  no  vibratile  fffrill.  Abscess  high  up  in  the 
abdominal  walls,  or  within  the  sheath  of  the  rectus,  is 
distSngnished  by  the  previous  histoiy  of  the  case,  the 
▼ague  feeling  of  fluctuation,  and  the  non-movement 
with  the  expiratory  and  inspiratory  efforts.  Malignant 
disease  of  the  liver  rarely  takes  on  the  form  of  tumour ; 
naoaUy  the  patches  of  the  adventitious  deposit  are  not 
raised  above  the  surface  of  the  organ,  indeed  their 
centre  is  usually  depressed.  An  enlarged  and  distended 
gaU-bkdder  is  likely  to  be  mistaken  for  hydatid  tumour ; 
but  the  swelling  commences  near  the  median  line,  is 
accompanied  by  jaundice  and  much  constitutional 
distorbance,  and  the  edge  of  the  liver  can  be  traced 
to  its  mai^n.  By  keeping  up  the  powers  of  nutrition 
we  may  hope  to  arrest  for  a  time  the  march  of  hydatid 
disease.  Turpentine,  iodine,  and  mercury  may  be 
given  in  small  and  repeated  doses  with  effect;  but  I 
know  of  no  instance  of  a  cure.  The  evil  day  is  put  off 
for  a  while,  and  not  for  ever.  We  must  look  to  sur- 
gical interference  for  aid ;  for,  except  under  the  most 
unfavourable  circumstances,  puncture  of  the  acephalo- 
cyst is  a  safe  cure.  When  the  health  is  at  a  low  ebb, 
sod  the  tumour  large  and  eld,  the  operation  wiU  nearly 
alfrays  faU ;  but  it  is  quite  justifiable  if  the  tumour  be 
recent,  not  very  large,  and  if  the  health  be  not  much 
d^iressed.  When  a  large,  and  consequently  old,  sac  is 
punctured,  the  fibrous  envelope  usually  sloughs ;  or,  at 
any  rate,  so  much  suppuration  occurs  from  its  inner 
surfikce  as  to  destroy  life ;  but  when  the  contents  of  a 
moderate-sized  sac  are  let  out  the  fibrous  envelope 
ooUapees  to  a  considerable  extent ;  and  on  account  of  its 
being  recent,  tolerably  thin,  and  not  affected  by  those 
intrinsic  changes  alluded  to  in  my  last  communication, 
is  not  liable  to  slough.  It  is  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance that  before  an  acephalocyst  of  the  liver  is  punc- 
tufed  it  be  satisfactorily  determined  that  it  adheres  to 
the  parietal  layer  of  the  peritoneum,  that  there  will  be 
little  danger  of  any  of  the  fluid  escaping  into  the 
peritoneal  cavity.  Unfortunately  this  can  rarely  be 
done ;  but  it  can,  with  certain  aids,  be  brought  about. 
It  is  usual  for  the  acephalocyst  to  be  adherent;  its 
increased  size  and  constant  motion  upwards  and  down- 
vrards  tend  to  the  production  of  false  membrane. 
Scmie  surgeons,  therefore,  bandage  the  patient,  to  keep 
the  tumour  steady,  and  open  it  with  a -trocar,  and 
enlarge  the  opening  in  the  skin  and  superficies  after- 
wards.     A  large^  opening  into   the  sac    is  useless ; 


indeed^  absolutely  dangerous ;  for  a  little  manipulatioB. 
will  remove  any  secondary  cysts  from  the  opening,  and 
the  danger  of  some  of  the  fluid  coming  in  contact 
with  the  peritoneum  is  in  an  exact  ratio  with  the 
size  of  the  incision.  Others  open  by  cautery  by 
potassa  fusa ;  and  to  this  phui  I  certainly  adhore ; 
the  risk  of  non-adhesion  is  done  away  with,  and  time 
is  no  great  object.  The  simple  serous  cyst,  a  serous 
sac  containing  a  dear  watery  fluid,  is  occasionally  met 
with  in  the  liver ;  it  possesses  none  of  the  characters 
of  the  parasitic  acephalocyst. 

Acephalocysts  are  found  in  the  spleen,  in  the  sub- 
peritoneal cellular  tissue,  and  in  the  substance  of  the 
kidney.  Usually  when  an  acephalocyst  exists  in  the 
spleen  there  is  another  in  the  liver ;  but  it  does  occa- 
sionally happen  that  such  is  not  the  case.  Rokitansky 
says: — ''It  rarely  attains  the  size  it  reaches  in  the 
latter  organ,  but  b  otherwise  not  distinguished  by  any 
peculiarity.' '  In  my  third  case  hydatids  were  found 
in  the  omentum;  but  there  were  others  in  the  liver. 
Beneath  the  peritoneum  they  grow  with  great  rapidity,, 
and  attain  an  enormous  size ;  and  are  not  to  be  mistaken, 
for  simple  non-parasitic  growths.  In  the  kidney  acepha- 
locysts have  grown  to  the  size  of  a  child's  head.  They 
may  burst  either  into  the  colon,  and  thdr  contents  be- 
passed  out  with  a  motion,  or  into  the  pelvis  of  the 
organs ;  and  the  fluid  and  secondary  cysts  will  pass  into* 
the  bladder,  and  be  ejected  with  the  urine.  Rokitansky 
deni^  the  existence  of  acephalocysts  in  the  bladder ; 
they  are  occasionally  found  in  the  cellular  tissue  covering- 
it,  and  also  in  the  cellular  tissue  around  the  rectum* 
In  the  female,  when  they  occur  in  these  positions,  they 
greatly  complicate  the  diagnosis  of  ovarian  dropsy. 
Hydatids  have  been  found  in  the  substance  of  the  uterus. 
It  need  hardly  be  remarked,  that  the  so-called  hydatids 
of  the  placenta  are  not  acephalocysts,  but  simple  serous 
vesicles,  derived  from  the  villi  of  the  chorion.  The 
cysts  in  the  kidney  which  are  most  commonly  founds , 
upon  examination,  are  proved  not  to  be  acephalocysts. 
Such  is  the  case  in  cystic  disease  of  the  breast. 

Beautiful  as  these  acephalocysts  are  in  structure,  thdr 
presence  in  the  system  is  most  baneful  to  life ;  rapid  in 
their  growth,  and  influencing  all  parts  within  their 
range  by  their  mechanical  effects,  they,  by  their  very 
existence,  denote  a  low  and  ill -nourished  constitution  .> 
We  must,  first  of  all,  endeavour  to  increase  the  powexs 
of  assimilation,  and  then  consider  whether  there  be  any 
drug  capable  of  arresting  their  growth  and  determining 
their  absorption.  I  can  give  but  little  assistance  trout 
my  personal  experience.  Oil  of  turpentine  in  small 
and  repeated  doses,  and  inunction  of  strong  iodine 
ointment,  certainly  arrested  the  progress  of  the  disease 
in  my  fourth  case,  which  came  under  my  care  two  years 
ago,  and  is  now  alive,  and  in  a  better  state  of  health. 

Above  all  internal  remedies  stands  surgical  inter- 
ference. From  what  I  have  seen,  I  believe  that  the 
sooner  a  tumour,  declared  to  be  hydatid  in  its  nature^ 
is  opened,  the  better ;  and  I  am  satisfied,  that  as  medical 
statistics  are  more  carefully  collected,  that  the  above 
opinion  will  be  proved  to  be  correct.  Of  the  eti- 
ology of  acephalocyst  hydatids  we  are  very  ignorant. 
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Ttokitansky  denies  the  coexistence   of  hydatids    and 
tubercle  in  the  same  economy.     Andral  and  others 
have  seen  them  together,  and  therefore  multiply  the 
Professor's  dogmatic  assertion. 
January  17,  1852. 
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Recovery  qfter  very  Rvteneive  Injuries. 

To  proKDoeticate  correctly  the  termination  of  disease 
very  frequently  requires  great  amount  of  discrimination 
and  tact,  only  to  be  acquired  by  a  corresponding  expe- 
rience ;  and  this  remark  also  is  applicable  to  injuries 
requiring  the  aid  of  the  surgeon.  Perhaps  the  most 
important  point  to  take  into  consideration  is  the  age  of 
the  patient,  as  it  often  is  found  that  the  same  amount  of 
injury  which  a  young  subject  rapidly  and  easily  recovers 
from  would  prove  fatal  to  a  person  of  more  mature 
years ;  and  indeed  it  is  daily  noticed  that  the  younger 
a  patient  is,  down  to  a  certain  age,  with  so  much  more 
facility  will  he  rally  after  extensive  injuries.  At  the 
same  time  it  must  be  remembered  that  children  of  two 
or  three  years  old  should  form  exceptions  to  this  remark. 
Should  a  person  in  good  health  meet  with  extensive 
injuries,  and  have  "  youth  on  his  side,"  he  has,  at  least, 
**  half  the  battle ;"  and  in  exemplification  of  this  remark 
«  case  is  bropght  forward  which  lately  occurred  in  the 
practice  of  Professor  Parker,  at  this  hospital : — 

George  Hudson,  aged  13,  was  brought  to  the  Queen's 
Hospital  on  the  8th  of  August  last,  having  some  ten 
minutes  before  been  caught  by  one  of  the  leather  bands 
which  are  used  to  impart  motion  to  the  grindstone  in 
one  of  the  a^jaoent  sword  mannfoctories.  He  was 
-carried  round  the  stone  before  the  machinery  could  be 
stopped;  and  on  examination  at  the  hospital  the  follow- 
ing injuries  were  apparent : — ^Bruise  of  both  legs,  the 
fight  being  most  hurt;  both  thigh  bones  were  badly 
comminuted  in  their  whole  extent  of  shaft,  the  knee- 
joints,  however,  being  intact ;  comniinuted  fracture  of 
the  right  forearm  (ulna  and  radius),  partial  dislocation 
of  the  trrist ;  several  cuts  and  bruises  on  the  fingers ; 
extensive  1^6eration  of  the  left  forearm  and  arm,  the 
humerus  being  broken  in  several  places,  and  the  ulna  and 
tadius  being  in  a  still  worse  condition ;  the  elbow-joint 
laid  open ;  several  superficiid  cuts  and  bruises  on  the 
liead. 

There  was,  notwithstanding  these  injuries,  a  partial 
sensibifity  present ;  but  the  surface  was  cold,  the  pulse 
intermitting,  and  the  countenance  pallid;  concussion, 
in  a  minor  degree,  being  established.  There  had  been 
Bttle  or  no  bleeding  from  the  lacerated  parts ,  and  the 
brachial  artery  although  bruised,  was  not  quite  torn 
through.     The  laceration  of  the  integuments  extended 


quite  into  the  axilla,  but  on  the  outer  side,  over  the 
deltoid,  it  was  freer  from  injury,  and  afterwards  served 
as  a  flap  on  removal  of  the  limb. 

The  patient  was  placed  on  a  bed,  and  some  warm  tea 
given  immediately;  and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  tiie 
pulse  was  much  stronger,  and  the  surfiice  warm.  The 
left  humerus  was  then  sawn  ojQf  very  near  the  head,  but 
the  shoulder-joint  was  not  opened,  and  the  flap  made 
from  that  portion  on  the  outside,  before  mentioned,  as 
having  escaped  with  little  injury.  Three  ligatures 
were  applied,  and  the  stump  dressed  in  the  usual- 
manner.  Two  straight  splints  were  used  to  keep  the 
thighs  in  apposition,  aided  by  four  shorter  ones  round 
the  fractured  parts.  The  arm  was  reduced  and  bound 
up,  and  the  head  shaved. 

In  the  evening  the  boy  seemed  going  on  well.  He 
was  sensible,  but  did  not  complain  of  pain ;  and  there 
wa3  some  difficulty  in  getting  him  to  answer  questions. 
The  pulse  counted  100,  and  had  tolerable  force.  The 
head  was  hot  and  the  conjunctiva  congested.  He  was 
ordered  a  dose  of  calomel.  ^ 

Aiigust  9th.  Mane. — Has  been  muttering  much 
during  the  night,  but  is  again  sensible;  the  pulse 
counts  120;  head  is  hot;  bowels  not  opened,  but 
tongue  clean.  Half  an  ounce  of  castor  oil  directly. 
Cold  to  the  head. 

3f«Hdte.— Oil  has  not  operated  ;'inte]lect  does  not 
seem  so  clear  as  it  appeared  this  morning ;  pulse  120. 
Rept.  Ol.  Bicini. 

Vespere.^Uaa  been  gradually  becoming  worse; 
breatfadng  and  lieart's  action  are  very  quick ;  head 
very  hot;  muttering  delirium ;  pulse  120;  bowels  not 
moved.  Applicant.  Hirud.,  yj.,  temper. ;  Hab.,  gtu  j. 
Ol.  Croton  statim. 

12,  P.M. — ^The  croton  oil  has  procured  copious  stools  ; 
there  is  still  muttering  delirium  present,  and  in  most 
respects  he  remains  in  statu  quo. 

10th. — ^Therehas  been  much  wandering  during  the 
night,  but  this  morning  he  is  again  sensible,  the  pulse 
counting  100,  and  the  head  less  hot ;  breathing  quiet. 
In  all  respects  evidently  better. 

11th. — Sensible,  and  now  begins  to  complain  when 
the  splints  are  adjusted,  or  the  stump  dressed ;  bowels 
moved  to-day  without  medicme. 

12th. — Going  on  well ;  suddenly  ftiis  afternoon  he 
had  an  attack  resembling  syncope,  all  the  character- 
istics of  such  a  state  being  present.  The  strong 
ammonia  was  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  which 
produced  ahnost  instant  reaction.*  In  the  evenuag 
much  headache  was  complained  of,  with  much  general 
irritobility,  and  three  leeches  were  applied  to  the 
temples,  with  benefit. 

13th. — Going  on  well.  The  inner  portion  of  the 
integument  next  the  axilla  looks  red  and  inclined  to 
slough,  and  fears  vrere  entertained  lest  the  artery  should 
be  opened  by  that  process.  Instructions  were  given  to 
the  attendant,  and  instruments  kept  at  hand  ready  for 
such  an  occurrence. 

14th.— Going  on  well. 

15th. — The  sbughhas  become  detached  this  moming 


•  The  appUcatSon  of  the  strong  ammonia  to  the  back  of  the  neck  and 
■pine  wiU  be  fonad  one  of  the  moat  lerrieeable  remediea  in  eaaea  of 
fainting,  ooneaasion,  hyaterical  inieniibiUtr,  and  the  like.  Care,  hoverer, 
mut  be  taken  in  ita  applicatioa  IflM  it  ihoaML  escape  and  interfere  with 
the  leapixation  of  the  patient. 
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itftthout  any  luemorrhage.     He  is  in  all  respects  going 
on  well. 

It  will  be  needless  to  relate  the  farther  daily  history 
of  the  case.  A  small  abscess  formed  at  the  lower 
border  of  the  axilla,  which  required  the  lancet  j  ex- 
cepting which  he  had  no  untoward  symptom.  He  was 
eventually  discharged  cured,  October  3l8t,  having 
attended  during  the  last  two  weeks  as  an  out-patient. 
He  now  walks  woU,  is  but  slightly  lame,  has  perfect 
use  of  the  remaining  arm,  and  attends  one  of  the 
neighbouring  schools,  looking  and  feeling  quite  well. 

In  die  treatment  of  this  case  the  greatest  care  was 
requisite  to  maintain  the  proper  length  of  the  legs, 
but  perhaps  the  most  trouble  was  experienced  in  keeping 
the  fractured  arm  in  place,  for  when  the  boy  was  getting 
better  he  contmually  threw  the  limb  about,  and,  more- 
over, became  so  irritable  that  he  would  not  lie  still  a 
moment  J  he  was,  however,  discharged,  undoubtedly  in 
as  satisfactory  a  state  as  could  well  be  wished.' 


^rnmniiiil  Mttmi  k  lurgitjil  Muml 


WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY,  4,   1852. 


Th£  Draft  of  the  Bill  for  reforming  the 
profession,  as  printed  in  our  last  number,  has 
given  more  satisfaction,  as  far  as  its  general 
principles  are  concerned,  than  we  could  possibly 
have  anticipated  ;  indeed,  we  have  heard,  as  yet, 
of  no  opposition,  excepting  as  to  some  minor 
points  of  grievance,  which  were  really  never 
intended.  Eoremost  amongst  thdsc  is  that  con- 
tained in  the  22nd  clause,  which  was  never  meant 
to  be  retrospective,  and  which  must  certainly  be 
altered  so  as  to  exclude  from  its  penalties  those 
Licentiates  of  the  HaU  and  others  who  have  long, 
in  common  parlance,  enjoyed  the  title  of  surgeon. 
It  would  be  hard  upon  those  gentlemen  to  com- 
pel them  to  drop  the  title ;  nor  was  such  ever 
the  intention  of  the  framcrs  of  the  Bill.  There 
is  also  an  omission  in  the  same  clause  (which  was 
a  very  recent  addition  to  the  BiU),  of  all  allusion 
to  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  and  St.  Andrews ;  these 
have  long  been  allowed  to  grant  degrees  in 
medicLae,  and,  consequently,  great  injustice 
would  be  done  to  the  holders  of  such  degrees 
if  they  were  prevented  from  assuming  the  titles 
attached  to  them. 

Our  correspondent,  Mr.  Wills,  whose  letter 
is  given  at  page  82,  proposes  some  questions 
which  we  -will,  as  they  have  also  been  repeated 
by  others,  endeavour  to  meet  seriatim : — 

1st.  As  to  the  payment  of  £10.  This  is  an 
open  question,  which  must  be  left  to  the  decision 


of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  (if  it 
comes  before  that  body,)  in  its  progress  through, 
its  various  stages  in  Parliament. 

2nd.  The  registration  fee  of  20fl.  is  too  mucli 
certainly  as  a  simple  payment  for  registration ; 
but  Mr.  Wills  seems  to  have  forgotten  that  the 
surplus  is  to  be  applied  to  purposes  which  are 
undeniably  good ;  and  also  one  half  to  form  the- 
Provident  Fund. 

3rd.  As  to  the  restrictive  clause  upon  the 
practice  of  druggists,  it  has  been  supposed  by 
the  framcrs  of  the  Bill  that  however  much  it  may 
be  the  wish  of  the  profession,  it  is  quite  impossible 
to  persuade  the  House  of  Commons  to  pass 
such  a  clause  as  would  have  the  effect  desired 
by  Mr.  Wills,  and  that  even  if  passed  it  ooold 
have  no  greater  effect  than  the  present  Apothe- 
caries' Act,  which  is  wholly  inoperative,  like 
many  other  laws  whidi  are  in  opposition  to  the 
voice  of  public  opinion. 

With  regard  to  the  two  last  questions  they 
are  points  which  have  not  yet  received  the 
attention  which  they  deserve,  but  of  course  they 
must  be  settled  before  going  to  Parliament.  We 
are  only  surprised  that  there  has  been  so  little 
omission  of  important  points  in  the  BiU.  The 
chief  difficulty  appears  to  us  to  be  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  the  Apothecaries*  Com- 
pany and  the  holders  of  their  licence  without  the 
diploma  of  the  CoUege  of  Surgeons.  It  appears 
that  after  the  passing  of  this  Bill  medical  men 
will  aU  be  classed  as  Physicians,  Surgeons,  or 
Licentiates  in  medicine,  surgery,  and  midwifery  j 
but  under  which  of  the  two  last  must  those 
be  included  who  are  simply  Licentiates  of  the 
Apothecaries'  Company  P  We  think  they  should 
be  at  once  admitted  to  the  licence  of  the  new- 
Board,  which  would  destroy  for  ever  the  title  of 
Apothecary,  a  title  which  has  now  become  offen- 
sive to  all,  because  it  has  been  made  a  term  of 
reproach  for  many  years  past.  Tlie  examination 
by  the  Apothecaries'  Company  has  always  been 
a  severe  one  as  compared  with  that  at  the 
College  of  Surgeons,  and  therefore  we  think 
that  the  licence  of  the  new  Board  might  at  once 
be  accorded  to  them  without  injustice  to  the 
public  or  the  profession. 

If  it  be  a  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  medical 
profession  that  novel  ideas  and  new  appliances 
and  means  of  study  are  received  with  distrust, 
or,  at  best,  but  slowly  appreciated,  it  cannot  be 
affirmed  that  this  scepticism  is  altogetlier  an  evil. 


ON  THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  THE  MICROSCOPE. 
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It  leads  inevitably  to  the  abolisluneiit  of  many 
yisionary  theories,  which  a  less  reflective  tone  of 
mind  would  cause  to  be  adopted  on  insufficient 
premises ;  while  anything  really  troe  and  valuable 
becomes  the  mc»re  indelibly  fixed  upon  the  atten- 
tion from  the  very  tardiness  with  which  its 
daims  are  admitted.  Many  of  our  readers 
can  doubtless  remember  the  indifference  and 
oftentimes  ridicule  which  met  the  first  introduc- 
ticm  of  Labkksc's  splendid  discoveries.  But 
now,  how  universal  is  the  aclmowledgment  of  the 
merits  of  auscultation,  and  how  implicit  is  the 
reliance  upon  the  information  which  it  affords, 
among  those  who  are  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  its  principles  and  practice. 

The  introduction  of  Microscopic  aid  in  the 
investigation  of  disease  is  no  exception  to  the 
general  rule.  As  in  the  case  of  the  stethoscope, 
there  are  multitudes  who  yet  regard  it  with 
indifference ;  and  not  a  few  "  practical "  men,  as 
they  delight  to  call  themselves,  who  utterly  scorn 
Buch  assistance.  They  wiU  not  indeed  go  so  for 
as  to  deny  the  important  services  which  the 
microscope  has  conferred  upon  the  sciences  of 
anatomy  and  physiology;  but  they  choose  to 
doubt  whether  any  real  advantage  will  accrue 
from  its  use  in  the  investigation  and  treatment 
of  disease.  To  point  out  the  fallacy  of  such 
opinions,  and  to  advocate  a  more  general  resort 
to  this  additional  means  of  pathological  investi- 
gation is  the  object  of  the  present  cursory 
observations. 

In  order  to  demonstrate  the  reality  of  the 
benefit  derived  from  microscopic  research  in  the 
treatment  of  disease,  'let  us  select  a  class  of 
maladies  in  which  that  benefit  is  most  con- 
spicuous,— ^viz.,  those  of  the  urinary  organs. 
For  example,  a  patient  complains  of  obstinate 
irritative  dyspepsia.  He  is  low  spirited,  mor- 
bidly irritable  in  temper,  emaciated,  and 
intolerant  of  exertion,  mental  and  bodily.  He 
passes  frequently  either  a  clear  urine,  which  to 
the  unassisted  eye  appears  perfectly  healthy,  or 
urine  depositing  a  sediment  which,  examined  by 
ordinary  tests,  is  believed  to  consist  entirely  of 
lithate  of  ammonia.  But  the  microscope  display 
abundant  crystals  of  oxalate  of  lime ;  and  thus 
gives  a  clue  to  an  otherwise  obscure  train  of 
symptoms,  and  directs  to  the  most  successful 
treatment.  Again,  in  somewhat  similar  cases, 
there  is  the  addition  of  unintelligible  cerebral 
disturbances,  verging  in  some  instances  upon 
insanity ;  here  also  the  microscope,  by  the  detec- 


tion of  spermatozoa,  declares  at  once  that  the 
patient  is  labouring  imder  spermatorrhosa,  and 
tl^^by  leads  to  the  adoption  of  the  appropriate 
means  of  cure. 

But  it  is  in  those  several  renal  lesions  which 
are  classed  indiscriminately  under  the  term 
"Bbioht's  disease,"  that  microscopic  inquiry 
leads  to  the  most  useful  results.  These  lesions 
of  the  kidney  are  now  weU  known — ^thanks  to  the 
interesting  labours  of  Dr.  pBOBGB  Johnson — ^to 
depend  upon  two  distinct  morbid  processes,  one 
inflammatory,  and,  if  detected  early,  amenable 


to  treatment,  the  other,  a  fatty  degeneration, 
and  all  but  hopeless  as  to  its  ultimate  results. 
How  important  is  it  to  determine  whether  a 
given  case  is  one  in  which  the  treatment  of 
inflammation  will  be  serviceable,  or  whether  it 
is  one,  on  the  other  hand,  in  which  such  treat- 
ment will  prove  highly  prejudicial.  This  most 
necessary  information  is  to  be  acquired  only 
by  the  help  of  the  microscope.  The  presence 
of  simple  tubular  casts  in  the  urine  encourages 
the'practitiQner  to  hope  for  amendment ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  presence  of  oil  globules 
enclosed  in  them  admonishes  liitn  that  his  treat- 
ment can  only  be  palliative. 

We  do  not  insist  upon  the  microscopic  diag- 
nosis of  malignant  growths,  although  we  believe 
that  in  competent  hands  the  distinction  between 
cancerous  and  non-cancerous  structure  may  be 
determined  with  a  certainty  otherwise  unat> 
tainable.  Enough  has,  we  trust,  been  adduced 
to  show  that  histological  knowledge,  as  developed 
by  the  aid  of  the  microscope,  is  not  a  merely 
optional  medical  accomplishment,  but  is  posi- 
tively indispensable  to  the  due  appreciation  of 
some,  even  of  the  least,  rare  diseases  to  which 
the  human  frame  is  subject.  Another  example 
or  two  will,  however,  give  additional  force  to  our 
observations. 

A  scalp  eruption  may  assume  such  an  indefi- 
nite appearance,  that  it  is  difficult,  by  simple 
inspection,  to  determine  its  precise  character. 
The  discovery  of  the  parasitic  fungus — ^the 
Acharion  Schoenleinii,  at  once  points  out  true 
favus — a  communicable  disease. 

Dr.  HuQHBS  Bennet  mentions  the  case  of  a 
girl  who  was  supposed  to  be  labouring  under 
haemoptysis.  But  for  the  assistance  derived 
from  the  microscope,  a  serious  impression  would 
have  been  received  from  the  symptoms;  how- 
ever, an  examination  of  the  sputa  proved  the 
blood  globules  to  be  those  of  a  bird,  and  the 


n 


BIRMINGHAM  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 


patient  was  thuB  convicted  of  impoeture.  Similar 
inBtaaces  might  be  multiplied  to  any  extent. 

It  IB  probable  that  one  of  the  chief  obetacles 
to  the  genend  introduction  of  the  microscope 
into  medical  practice  is  the  ezpenBiyeness  of  the 
inBtniments ;  it  should  be  known,  therefore, 
that  a  serviceable  French  instrument  is  to  be 
purchased  for  seven  pounds,  and  that  for  less 
than  twice  that  sum  one  can  be  obtamed  which 
combines  every  reqiiirement  that  the  medical 
Btudent  can  desire.* 


:^rflmMngfi  nf  $mim. 
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The  following  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  bomoeo- 
pathj  were  unanimouslj  passed  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Binningham  Midland  Counties  Pathological 
Society,  held  on  January  8th,  1852  :— 

'*  That  the  following  class  of  practitioneTB  are  unquali- 
fied to  become  or  continue  members  of  this  Society  :•*- 

"  1.  Those  who  practise  homoeopathy  exclusively. 

"2.  Those  who  practise  homoeopathy  in  conjunction 
with  other  systems  of  medicine. 

"  S.  Those  who,  under  various  pretences,  meet  in 
consultation,  or  hold  professional  intercourse  with,  those 
who  practise  homoeopathy. 

"  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  sent  to  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Lancet^  and  Builin 
Quarterli/  Review^  requesting  its  insertion." 


METROPOLITAN  SANITARY  ASSOCIATION. 

[At  the  request  of  the  Honoraiy  Secretaries  to  the 
Acting  Committee  of  the  Metropolitan  Sanitary  Associ- 
ation we  insert  the  following  report,  made  to  the 
National  Academy  of  Medicine,  Paris,  with  the  reso- 
lutions adopted  thereon : — ] 
\ 

QUARAXTINfi    LAWS. 

Translation  of  a  report  by  MM.  Magendie,  Louis, 
and  LoNOE  (Reporter),  to  the  French  National 
Academy  of  Medidne,  on  a  work  by  James  Gill- 
KREST,  Esq.,  M.D.,  &c.,  Inspector-General  of 
Army  Hospitals,  entitled,  '*  b  Yellow  Fever  Con- 
tagiouaor  Not?" 

"You  have  charged  MM.  Magendie,  Louis,  and 
myself  to  render  i^  account  of  a  work  by  Dr.  James 
Gillkrest,  Inspector* General  of  Army  Hospitals,  in  the 
■service  of  Great  Britain ;  which  is  entitled,  "  Is  Yelkno 
Fever  ContagUme  w  Not  f* 


*  We  have  lecently  pmcured  •  very  Sae  iastnunait  from  PiUiidier, 
StS,  Btrand,  emsiMiiiK  of  •  bran  tub*  and  pillar,  with  flne  adjnateicnt, 
two  eye  pieces ;  as  inch,  half-inch,  and  (laartcr-iaeh  ol^eet  glasief ;  con* 
da— or,  IP  mahogany  eaae,  tor  Mli.  10^  This  iaitrament  we  can  itnngly 
nconnnend  for  ita  accuate  defining  powers  and  flniahed  woiknianthip. 


*'  The  history  of  Yellow  Fever  is  treated  by  M. 
Gillkrest  with  an  erudition  which  it  would  be  difficult 
to  find  equally  complete  elsewhere.  After  mentioning 
observers  and  monographers,  describers  of  Yellow 
Fever,  beginning  with  Hippocrates,  who  speaks  fA  a 
fever  characterised  by  yellowness  of  skin,  and  black 
vomit,  M.  Gillkrest  arrives  at  these  conclusions. 

1st.  That  the  Yellow  Fever  of  America,  and  that 
observed  in  the  south-west  of  Europe,  especially  in 
Spain,  are  identical;  an  identity  acknowledged  hyiSi 
authors,  with  the  exception,  ^rhaps,  of  our  coUeagiie, 
M.  Rochoux. 

2ndly.  That  this  disease  existed  in  the  Antilles  before 
1793,  and  in  the  Spanish  Peninsula  before  1764. 

'<  M.  (Mllkrest  next  relates  a  great  number  of  &cts, 
establishing  :«— 

1st.  That  YeQow  Fever,  or  at  least  its  patbognomoiuc 
symptoms,  have  shown  themselves  at  very  remote  points 
of  the  globe,  and  that  they  appear  to  be  then  developed 
uniformly  under  accidental  or  local  conditions,  so 
strongly  marked  as  to  exclude  all  idea  of  importation, 
in  the  true  meaning  of  that  word. 

2ndly.  That  sporadic  cases  of  Yellow  Fever  prsMnt 
themselves,  in  ordinary  years,  in  the  localities' where 
this  disease  has  prevailed  in  an  epidemic  form.  M. 
Gillkrest  considers  that  this  second  inference  is  estab- 
lished by  a  certificate  by  the  Medical  Officers,  who,  on 
the  13th  of  April,  1829,  at  Gibraltar,  dedared—- after 
having  read  with  the  greatest  care  tlurty-nine  caaes 
extracted  from  the  records  of  the  Civil  Hospital — that 
the  symptoms  detailed  in  these  cases  were  perfectly 
identical  witli  those  ob^rved  in  the  epidemic  which 
prevailed  in  that  garrison  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
1828. 

**  Having  established  these  fundamental  points,  M. 
Gillkrest  arrives  at  the  grand  question — contagion. 

'*The  Author  establishes,  by  numerous  well-selected 
and  incontrovertible  proofs,  that  Yellow  Fever  is  not 
contagious  under  any  circumstances,  not  even  in  the 
caae  of  crowding,  in  this  disease,  whether  of  the  dead " 
or  of  the  living ;  that  the  removal  of  the  individual 
from  the  influence  of  the  local  causes  which  produce 
this  affection  is  the  fittest  means  of  preventing  its 
extension ;  and,  lastly,,  that  the  cordons  called  sanitary, 
and  quarantine  measures,  far  from  arresting  YeUow 
Fever,  on  the  contrary,  favour  its  extension  by  confining 
the  population  within  the  influences  of  the  local  causes 
which  give  it  birth. 

"Such,  gentlemen,  is  the  work  on  which  we  have  to 
report.  Mr.  Gillkrest,  in  crowning  services  whi(&  do 
him  honour,  and  which  on  more  than  one  occasion  have 
been  extended  to  our  fellow-countrymen  brings  to  bear 
upon  the  question  of  contagion  in  Yellow  Fever  (a 
question  so  intimately  connected  with  the  most  important 
interests  of  mankind,)  the  fruits  of  a  long  experience, 
as  was  done  formerly  by  our  intrepid  and  ever  to  be 
regretted  Chervin. 

"This  communication  of  M.  Gillkrest,  which  has 
already  received  the  full  approval  of  the  General  Board 
of  Health  in  London,  has  reached  us  most  opportunely 
at  the  moment  when  a  Congress  is  assembled  to  suggest, 
no  doubt,  important  modifications  in  our  sanitary 
laws;  consequently,  gentlemen,  your  Committee  has 
the  honour  to  propose : — 
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"  Ifltly.  To  thank  the  Honounble  M.  GUlkrest  for 
his  interesting  commanicfttion. 

2ndl7.  To  transmit  his  work  to  M.  The  Minister  of 
Commeroe,  in  order  Uiat,  in  conjunction  with  the 
nnmerons  docaments  on  this  subject  already  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Administration^  this  work  may  aid  in  placing 
beyond  a  doabt  the  inutUity  of  qnarantiney  as  applied 
to  anitsls  from  countries  where  Yellow  Fever  prerails. 

"lliese    resolutions   were  put    to    the   vote  and 


Buiietm  qf  the  NatUmal  Academy  qf  Medicme, 


/Dtngii  itirartineiit. 


FRANCE. 

Sanffuineous  Uterine  Tumottr. 

Several  of  the  later  meetings  of  the  Surgical  Societt 
OF  Pajus  have  been  occupied  with  the  consideration  of 
Peri-Uterme  Sanguineout  Tumoun.  M.  Monad  de- 
tailed a  case  which  resembled  displacement  of  the  womb 
backwards,  but  which  proved  to  be  effusion  of  blood 
into  the  utero-rectal  pouch.  The  tumour  was  punctured 
and  gave  issue  to  semi-coaguhited  blood.  The  patient 
died  of  peritonitis.  M.  Nelaton  stated  that  he  had 
met  with  six  cases  of  this  affection.  He  described  the 
symptoms  as  very  undecided,  and  not  to  be  distinguished 
from  Ukmo  of  other  uterine  maladies.  The  effusion 
generally  appears  first  m  the  recto-vaginal  cul  de  sac, 
whence  it  may  extend  into  the  iliac  fosse.  In  one  of 
his  cases  simple  puncture  was  sufficient  to  effect  #cure, 
in  others  larger  incisions  were  required ;  in  two,  spon- 
taneous evacuation  of  blood  took  place  by  the  rectum. 

M.  Robert  believes  that  these  extravasations  are 
formed  gradually,  a  fresh  addition  being  made  at  each 
menstrual  congestion.  He  also  spoke  of  the  resem- 
blance of  the  tumour  thus  formed,  to  the  retroverted 
frmdus.  The  diagnosis  is  made  out  by  the  aid  of  the 
uterine  sound.  It  is  still  more  difficult  to  distinguish 
fliem  from  pelvic  abscess,  especially  when  the  broad 
ligamentB  are  implicated.  In  attempting  the  evacuation 
of  these  large  collections  of  blood,  M.  Robert  prefers 
puncture  with  a  trocar  to  incision  with  a  bistoury.  He 
speaks  of  one  case  in  which  the  extravasation  formed  a 
tumour  reaching  nearly  to  the  umbilicus,  with  great 
exksnation  and  severe  expulsive  pains.  In  this  case 
pmieture  was  resorted  to  several  times. 

Acoording  to  M.  Huouikr  these  extravasations  may 
be  situated  between  the  uterus  and  rectum,  or  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  peritoneum.  He  divides  them  into 
two  principal  classes : — 1.  Those  situated  beneath  the 
peritoneum  in  the  cellular  tissue,  which  unites  the 
uterus  and  rectum,  and  extends  on  each  side  to  the 
uterine  appendages.  2.  Those  situate  in  one  of  the 
uterine  appendages,  and  involving  several  varieties,  such 
ae— -I.  The  pseudo-hiematoceles  which  result  from  ex- 
tm*iiterine  conceptions  arrested  in  the  second  or  third 
month.  2.  Retention  of  blood  in  the  genitid  cavities, 
or  in  the  r2cto-vaginal  cul-de-sac.  3.  Hiematocele 
;  from  rupture  of  the  ovarian  bloodvessels.    The 


symptoms  are  a  tumour  felt  in  the  posterior  wall  of  the 
vagina,  with  obscure  fluctuation,  and  displacing  the 
uterus  forwards. 

CauterigaiUm  qf  the  Neck  qf  the  Bladder  for 
IncotUmence  qf  Urine. 

M.  Demeanx  (Retme  Medieo-Chimrgiealef  Sept., 
1851,)  gives  several  oases  in  whidi  this  annoying  malady 
was  speedily  cured  by  Lallemaud's  operation  with  the 
caustic  bougie.  Two  cases  were  males,  the  third  a 
female. 

The  involuntary  emission  of  urine  at  night  is  fre- 
quently observed  in  inftmcy,  but  it  seldom  occurs  after 
eight  or  ten  years,  and  when  it  does  so  the  tendency* 
generally  disappears  at  puberty.  Numerous  measures 
have  been  recommended,  such  as  cantharides,  tinctura 
fern  muriates,  and  strychnine  internally,  blisters  to  the- 
sacrum,  &c.,  but  as  all  these  measures  occasionally  iuly. 
M.  Demeaux's  proposal  is  well  worthy  of  attention. 

New  Mode  of  Curing  Ectropia, 

This  consists  in  causing  adhesion  of  the  lids  or 
symblephaion,  having  previously  liberated  them  by 
means  of  circular  incisions;  they  are  left  united  for 
several  months,  until  the  space  above  and  below  has 
quite  cicatrized,  when  the  lids  are  again  separated. 
This  new  operation  is  devised  by  M.  Mivault,  and  men- 
tioned, with  cases,  in  the  Revue  Medico  Chirurgicale, 

Mode  qf  Exhibiting  Baieam  qf  Copaiba. 

M.  Guibourt,  (/otcmo/  de  Chimie,)  uses  thirty  parts 
of  balsam  to  four  of  sulphuric  acid,  stirred  together  in 
a  glass  mortar.  A  solid  mass  is  the  result,  which  is 
readily  made  into  pills,  and  covered  with  sugar,  or 
silvered,  according  to  the  taste  of  the  patient.  This 
process  affords  a  good  test  of  the  purity  of  the  balsam,.  • 
as*  if  it  is  adulterated  with  castor  oil,  it  will  not  solidify. 

On  An^ptUaiione  m  Children. 

M.  Goersant  has  repeated  occasions  to  amputate  the 
limbs  of  young  children  in  the  Hopital  dee  Et^fanie 
Maladee.  He  genemlly  adopts  the  flap  operation,  and 
seldom,  or  never,  performs  the  circular.  Chloroform 
is  always  used.  He  is  very  carefiod  in  preparing  the 
patient  for  operation,  and  allows  a  liberal  diet  after  it, 
which  latter  is  the  secret  of  his  great  success. 
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PRACTICAL  MEDICINE  AND  PATHOLOGY. 

On  certain  Secondary  Forms   of  Diarrhaa. 
By  Dr.  Sandwith. 

Dr.  Sandwith  considers  diarrhoea,  in  reference  to 
.treatment,  under  two  general  secondary  forms: — 1. 
Cases  in  which  the  blood  has  been  poisoned.  2.  Cases 
depending  on  some  local  or  constitutional  irritation. 

1.  Instances  of  the  first  variety  are  observed  in. 
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i  in  whidi  the  blood  has  been  contaminated  by 
some  poison,  in  which  cases  the  diarrhoea  is  often 
salatary.  Thus  Mr.  Lee  has  noticed  it  as  a  frequent 
symptom  in  his  experiments  on  the  introduction  of  pus 
or  putrid  fluids  into  the  blood.     He  says : — 

''  The  general  result  of  the  introduction  of  putrid 
fluids  into  the  system,  whether  directly  into  the  circu- 
lation, or  by  absorption,  is  to  produce  a  peculiar 
affection,  characterised  by  congestion,  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  intestines.  The  evacuations  that 
accompany  this  condition  are  evidently  an  effort  of 
nature  to  relieve  the  system  from  vitiated  fluids,  &c." 

The  same  phenomena  are  noticed  by  Dr.  Sandwith 
as  occurring  m  fevers ;  and  in  these  diseases,  being 
salutary,  should  not  be  interfered  with  unless  ap- 
proaching collapse  renders  their  suspension  advisable. 
In  the  early  stages  of  remittent  and  intermittent  fevers, 
he  considers  it  peculiarly  dangerous  to  arrest  diarrhoea 
by  astringents,  and  states  that  he  has  seen,  under  such 
circumstances,  the  irritation  transferred  to  the  pi^- 
monary  or  cerebral  organs.  A  safer  plan,  in  his 
opinion,  is  to  obtain  the  alterative  effects  of  turpentine, 
combined  with  castor  oil,  in  small  doses. 

2.  As  examples  of  the  second  form  of  diarrhoea.  Dr. 
Sandwith  adduces  the  diarrhaa  of  deniUion.  Sudden 
suppression  of  this  discharge  is  dangerous.  The  ^proper 
treatment  is  by  regulation  of  the  diet,  and  alteratives, 
unless  the  prostration  ensuing  from  it  calls  for  active 
interference. 

In  the  serout  diarrhcsa  of  the  puerperal  state,  in  the 
early  stage,  with  great  thirst,  hot  skin,  and  rapid 
vibratory  pulse,  and  pain  on  pressure,  astringents  or 
opiates  are  hurtful.  Here  general  or  local  bleeding, 
salines,  and  diaphoretics,  are  the  appropriate  remedies. 

In  diarrhoea  from  hepatic  congestion,  and  in  that 
of  vicarious  suppressed  evacuations,  the  same  principles 
of  treatment  are  adopted.  In  the  latter,  in  addition, 
means  should  be  adopted  to  restore  the  suppressed 
secretions,  whether  uterine  or  cutaneous. — London 
Journal  qf  Medicine ,  January,  1852. 

Diagnoatie  Symptoms  qf  Phthisis.— By  M.  Vallbix. 

In  his  *'  Guide  des  Medicin  Praticien**  M.  Valleiz 
lays  down  the  following  diagnostic  signs  of  phthisis  in 
its  two  stages : — 

.  Positive  Signs  qf  Phthisis  in  the  Early  Staye,— Dry 
cough^  existing  for  a  lengthened  period ;  more  or  less 
discomfort  in  breathing;  pains  in  the  chest;  night 
sweats;  emaciation;  dulness  on  percussion  under  one 
or  both  clavicles;  weakness,  or  other  alteration  of 
respiratory  murmur;  haemoptysis,  in  many  cases. 

Positive  Signs  at  the  End  of  the  First  Stage,— 
Cough  more  frequent ;  expectoration  of  opaque  sputa ; 
haemoptysis;  night  sweats;  marked  emaciation ;  more 
extensive  and  complete  dulness  on  percussion;  blow- 
ing respiration;  sub-crepitant  rales;  increased  vocal 
resonance. 

Positive  Signs  in  the  Advanced  Stage, — Persistent 
cough ;  sputa  greyish,  opaque,  irreguhir  in  form,  and 
streaked  with  blood;  increased  emaciation;  extended 
dnlness;   tracheal  and  cavernous  respiration;  mucous 


rales ;  gurgling  and  pectoriloquy ;  bruit  de  pot  fi^, 
amphoric  blowing,  and  metallic  tinckling  (in  lacge 
excavations). — British  and  Foreign  Medico- Chirurgical 
Review,  Jan.  1852. 

On  the  Treatment  qf  Diabetes,— By  J.  Hogg,  Esq. 

The  chief  indications  of  treatment  appear  to  the 
author  to  be  the  prevention  of  the  elaboration  of  sugar 
in  the  stomach,  and  to  restore  the  defective  power 
of  the  digestive  apparatiis.  This  end  he  seeks  to 
accomplish  by  the  use  of  a  medicine  which  wUl  effectnally 
destroy  saccharine  fermentation,  and  his  choice  fell  upon 
the  sulphuret  of  arsenic.  To  effect  the  conversion  of 
this  medicine  into  a  soluble  sulphuret,  which  would  not 
accumulate  in  the  system  and  produce  dangerous  con- 
sequences, he  formed  it  by  the  combination  of  the 
hydro-sulphuret  of  ammonia  with  liquor  arsenicalit. 

One  case  is  related  as  an  example  of  the  beneficial 
effects  of  this  treatment,  but  it  is  not  a  very  satis&ctory 
one.  It  is  true  that  the  diabetic  symptoms  ceased, 
but  the  patient  died  of  phthisis,  exemplifying  what  is 
a  well-known  pathological  fact, — ^vix.,  that  toward  the 
close  of  diabetes,  especially  where  pulmonary  leaions 
become  prominent,  the  saccharine  impregnation  of  the 
urine  often  disappears. 

Another  case  is  alluded  to  of  a  more  promising 
character.  The  mode  of  administering  the  medicine  is 
as  follows : — $K>  Liq.  Arsenicalis,  5  ij. ;  Ammon,  Hydro- 
Sulph.,  TT|,  XX. ;  Tinct.  Hyoscyami,  3.  ij. ;  Inf.  Buchu., 
5  viij.  Dose,  5  ss.  every  four  hours. — Lancet,  January 
3,  1852. 


SURGERY. 

On  the   Treatment  qf  Aural  Polypus.— By  Joseph 
ToYNBKE,  Esq.,  F.R.S. 

Mr.  Toynbee  divides  polypi  of  the  ear  into  three 
classes : — 1,  the  vascular  polypus  of  the  most  frequent 
occurrence;  2,  the  gelatinous  polypus;  3,  one  which 
is  not  much  known, — the  globular  vascular  polypus. 

The  treatment  adopted  by  Mr.  Toynbee,  after  re- 
peated failure  of  the  ordinary  measures,  is  cauterization 
with  the  potassa  cum  calce.  His  mode  of  using  this 
caustic  is  as  follows : — The  external  meatus  having 
been  syringed  with  tepid  water,  so  as  to  remove  the 
whole  of  the  discharge  from  the  surface  of  the  polypns 
as  well  as  from  that  of  the  meatus,  the  tube  and  polypus 
should  be  dried  by  a  portion  of  fine  cotton  wool  attached 
to  the  end  of  a  probe.  A  portion  of  glass  tube,  about 
an  inch  aad  a  half  long,  should  then  be  selected,  and 
care  ought  to  be  taken  that  it  is  so  embraced  by  the 
meatus,  that  it  is  not  liable  to  be  shifted  from  its 
position  by  any  movement  of  the  head  of  the  patient. 
This  portion  of  glass  tube  is  to  be  introduced 
into  the  meatus,  and  passed  inwards  as  far  as  the 
polypus,  when,  by  a  gentle  pressure,  a  portion  of  the 
free  extremity  of  the  polypus  is  made  to  protrude  into 
the  interior  of  the  tube,  and  is  surrounded  by  it. 
Upon  looking  into  the  tube,  and  ascertaining  that  the 
polypus  is  embraced  by  its  inner  extremity,  the  tube  is 
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steadied  by  the  left  hand,  and  with  the  right  a  portion 
of  the  potassa  cum  caloe  is  passed  inwards,  and  gently 
pleased  against  the  polypns.  If  a  pair  of  rectangular 
foroeps  be  used,  neither  the  hand  of  the  surgeon  nor 
the  instmment  he  employs  prevents  the  operator  from 
aeeing  the  polypus  while  he  is  making  the  application, 
and  he  can,  therefore,  be  snre  that  he  tonches  the  whole 
of  that  part  of  the  growth  which  is  in  the  tube.  The 
immediate  ei&ct  of  the  application  of  the  potassa  cam 
caloe  upon  the  snrfaoe  of  the  polypus,  is  to  change  its 
colour  from  a  bright  red  to  a  livid  hue,  and  this  takes 
place  without  any  pain  being  experienced  by  the  patient, 
if  the  meatus  has  been  completely  guarded.  After  the 
application  has  been  made,  the  patient  should  sit  still 
for  three  or  four  minutes,  and  the  tube  allowed  to 
remain  as  it  was  fixed  during  the  operation.  Upon 
inspecting  the  polypus  at  the  end  of  these  minutes,  it 
will  be  found  to  have  changed  to  a  dark  purple  colour, 
to  have  blood  oozing  from  it,  and,  instead  of  its  former 
rounded  extremity,  it  presents  an  uneven  pulpy  mass. 
The  meatus  is  now  to  be  syringed  out  with  tepid  water^ 
when  blood,  mixed  with  the  dihris  of  the  polypus,  will- 
oome  away ;  the  surface  of  the  polypus  still  remains  of 
m  dark  colour,  and,  daring  several  hours,  a  process  of 
■low  dissolution  takes  place  in  all  that  portion  which 
flieescfaarotic  has  reached.*— JfieJtca/  Ttme$  and  Gazette, 
January  3rd. 

Hemia  Reduced  "en  Magee.'*  TVeatment.^By  Dr. 
Blackman. 

In  a  pamphlet  on  this  frequently  fstal  accident^  Dr. 
Blackman  advises  that  our  first  effort  should  be  directed 
towards  the  reprotrusion  of  the  hernial  tumour.  Some- 
times the  slightest  exertion  will  suffice  for  this,  in 
others  it  cannot  be  accomplished  without  the  ring  is 
widely  dilated.  If  coughing,  sneezing,  jumping,  and 
straining,  do  not  effect  the  descent  of  the  hernial 
tmnour,  the  inguinal  canal  is  to  be  laid  open,  and  the 
sac  being  dragged  down,  the  stricture  is  to  be  divided. 

Mr.  Luke  directs  that,  after  the  neck  of  the  sac  has 
been  divided,  during  the  reduction  of  its  contents, 
caution  should  be  used  for  the  prevention  of  that  of  the 
sac  also,  an  accident  not  at  all  unlikely  to  occur,  in 
consequence  of  the  breaking  up  of  its  adhesions  to  the 
auToanding  parts.  We  may  easily  ascertain  that  the 
contents  of  the  sac  have  been  lib<»«ted  by  passmg  the 
finger  through  its  neck. 

The  author  repeats  the  fact  that  after  a  hernial  tumour 
has  been  returned  by  the  taxis^  the  patient  may  still 
perish  with  all  the  symptoms  of  strangulation,  though 
the  sac  be  empty.  The  peristaltic  action  of  the  intes- 
tines may  be  prevented  by  the  inflammation  which  their 
incarceration  has  produced,  or  they  may  still  be  strangu- 
lated by  the  apertures  of  the  omentum  or  mesentery 
through  which  they  have  protruded  into  the  hernial  sac, 
and  which  still  embrace  them,  although  reduced.  If 
the  exposure  of  the  inguinal  canal  discovers  the  empty 
hcnial  sac  adhering  to  the  spermatic  cord,  he  says  we 
may  reasonably  conclude  that  the  patient  suffers  from 
one  of  the  causes  mentioned ;  and  if  the  parts  affected 
cannot  be  reached  by  the  finger,  or  made  to  redeaoend 
liy  the  efforts  of  the  patient,  our  only  resource  will  be 
to  make  use  of  the  means  proper  to  subdue  peritoneal 


inflammation  if  it  exists,  and  to  restore  the  action  of 
the  intestinal  canal. 

The  exploratory  operation  will,  the  author  affirms, 
even  from  the  exposure  of  the  inguinal  canal  alone, 
remove  many  of  the  obscurities  of  the  case.  If,  for 
example,  as  in  one  of  the  examples  which  occurred  to 
Dupuytren,  the  patient  is  unable  to  give  an  account  of 
himself,  but  is  labouring  under  all  the  symptoms  of 
intestinal  obstruction,  if  the  incision  of  the  integuments 
brings  into  view  an  empty  hernial  sac,  the  non-exist- 
ence of  the  reduction  en  nuuee  will  be  at  once  estab- 
lished, and  our  treatment  must  then  be  modified 
according  to  the  other  circumstances  of  the  case.  The 
dependence  of  the  symptoms  upon  some  form  of  internal 
strangulation  may  perhaps  be  established  by  the 
character  of  the  matter  vomited,  as  has  been  noticed  by 
Dupuytren.  He  declares  that  the  vomiting  of  mucous 
or  bilious  matter  may  indicate  an  irritation,  a  gastritis, 
or  enteritis,  as  well  as  a  strangulation,  but  if  it  be  of  a 
golden  yellow  colour,  having  a  stercoral  odour  and  a 
maHire  deiayeCf  there  need  be  no  doubt  upon  the 
subject.  We  have  taken  it,  he  observes,  for  granted, 
that  on  the  examination  of  the  inguinal  canal,  if  the 
hernial  sac  be  found  at  all  within  it,  it  will  be  seen  in 
Jront  of  the  spermatic  cord,  but  it  will  be  well  to  bear 
in  mind  the  deviations  in  this  respect  which  sometimes 
tsl^  plaoe,  and  which  have  been  described  and  delineated 
by  Camper,  Scarpa,  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  Mr.  Lawrence^ 
and  others.  These  varieties  in  the  coarse  of  the  corid 
and  its  vessels,  however,  are  so  rare,  that  they  can 
hardly  be  expected  to  embarrass  our  proceedings. 

New  Operation  for  Stricture, — ^By  Mr.  Simon. 

Where  it  is  of  importance  rapidly  to  relieve  a 
distended  bladder,  depending  upon  impassable  stricture, 
Mr.  Simon  has,  in  several  instances,  performed  a  very 
simple  and  effectual  operation,  which  has  the  additional 
advantage  of  being  equally  adapted  to  cases  of  simple 
permanent  stricture  and  those  complicated  with  reten- 
tion.  Mr.  Simon  passes  the  finger  of  the  left  hand  into 
the  rectum,  and  feels  for  the  prostate  gland :  so  soon 
as  he  has  well  made  out  the  position  of'this,  he  plunges 
a  narrow  bistoury  into  the  raphe,  about  an  inch  anterior 
to  the  rectum,  and  carries  the  point  of  it  towards  the 
tip  of  the  finger ;  the  back  of  the  knife  is  turned  towards 
the  finger,  and  thus  the  urethra  is  at  once  reached,  pos- 
terior to  the  stricture.  This  immediately  relieves  the 
retention,  and  he  then  allows  the  stricture  time  to  dilate 
a  little,  which  it  does  when  the  pressure  is  taken  off 
from  behind,  and  then  it  can  be  dilated  by  the  bougie,. 
&c.  Mr.  Simon  has  performed  this  operation  in 
sevenl  cases  with  success.  ^  The  first  case  of  all  was 
that  of  a  man  who  was  sinking  rapidly,  the  bladder  dis- 
tending, the  tongue  growing  brown,  and  typhoid,  great 
anxiety,  &c.,  and  who  would  have  died  before  the 
ordmary  operation  of  cutting  down  upon  the  stricture 
could  have  been  executed.  It  was  accomplished  in  a 
very  short  time,  «and  was  quite  successful. — Medical 
Oazettet  Dec.  20,  1851. 


>< 


Om  OperatioHi/or  LnnpoMoble  Stricture  qf  the  Rectum.. 
By  J.  B.  Curling,  Esq. 
Two  operations  are  recommended :  one,  the  opeoii^ 
of  the  colon  in  the  left  groin;  tiie  other,  openinf  the 
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bowel  in  the  left  lumbar  region.  Mr.  Curling  thus 
■speaks  of  their  relative  merits: — ''A  careful  consider^ 
«tion  of  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  two 
operations,  leads  me  to  give  the  preference  to  the 
former.  I  do  not  ground  this  conclusion  upon  the 
tables  of  Amussat  and  Vidal,  because  I  do  not  attach 
much  value  to  them.  The  cases  of  Littr^'s  operation 
are  not  only  limited  in  number,  but  in  several  of  them 
the  colon  was  not  opened  in  the  left  groin,  the  division 
of  the  peritoneum  being  the  only  drcumstanoe  in  com- 
mon. Nor  do  the  tables  afford  information  of  the 
period  of  constipation,  or  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
viscera  were  disturbed  in  the  operation.  Callisen's 
operation  is  not  only  difficult  of  execution,  but  the 
wound  is  necessarily  of  large  size,  especially  in  stout 
people.  But  it  is  not  so  much  for  these  reasons  that  I 
am  indisposed  to  adopt  it,  as  in  consequence  of  the 
operation  leaving  the  patient  exposed,  afterwards,  to 
risks  and  annoyances,  which  are  in  a  great  measure 
avoided  when  the  colon  is  opened  in  the  groin.  Thus 
I  find,  in  the  published  account  of  several  of  these 
cases,  that  the  artificial  anus  in  the  loin  had  a  strong 
disposition  to  contract,  so  as  to  interfere  with  the 
passage  of  the  fseces,  and  Ihat  repeated  dilatation  was 
necessary  to  secure  the  patency  of  the  opening.  It  is 
also  extremely  difficult  to  adjust  any  apparatus  to 
prevent  t^e  continued  escape  of  flatus  and  faeces;  and 
as  the  orifice  is  without  the  observation  of  the  patient, 
lie  becomes  dependent  on  the  assistance  of  others. 
These  serious  inconveniences,  if  experienced  at  all,  are 
much  less  so  when  the  aperture  is  in  the  groin.  The 
patient  can  attend  to  the  part  himself.  The  aperture  does 
not  show  the  same  disposition  to  contract,  and  it  admits 
•of  being  closed  by  a  well-adapted  truss.  These  advan- 
tages, so  important  to  the  comfort  of  the  patient,  are  by 
no  means  counter-balanced  by  any  increased  risk  in  open- 
ing the  peritoneum.  The  operation  is  easUy  performed, 
and  as  no  exploratory  attempt  is  necessary  to  relieve  the 
obstruction,  a  very  small  opening  in  the  peritoneum  is 
fiuffident  for  the  object  in  view.  Even  Callisen's 
operation  is  not  entirely  free  from  risk  of  peritonitis 
from  disturbance  of  parts ;  and  the  magnitnda  of  the 
indsion  probably  renders  the  danger  to  life,  from  its 
performance,  quite  as  great  as  that  resulting  from  the 
operation  in  the  left  iliao  region,  carefully  performed. 

**  The  abdomen  may  be  opened  in  the  left  iliac  region 
by  a  perpendicular  indsicm  about  three  inches  in  extent, 
commencing  two  inches  above  Poaport's  ligament,  and 
an  inch  external  to  the  epigastric  artery.  The  fibres  of 
the  abdonainal  muscles  being  cut  across,  wiU  help  to 
keep  the  wound  open.  The  peritoneum  being  divided, 
the  distented  colon  will  immediately  protrude  at  the 
wound.  A*  curved  needle,  armed  with  a  silk  ligature, 
being  passed  tJiough  its  coats  above  and  below  to  prevent 
Its  receding  when  emptied,  the  howeL  may  be  opened 
for  the  space  of  an  inch  between  the  retaining  ligatures." 
^^Observatiofu  on  Diseasea  of  tfu  Rectum,  p.  106. 

*  • 
Fi9€  Caieuli  lUmoved  hy  LUhotomy,  each  eonimninff  a 
Field  Bean  as  a  NttcUna. 

The  following  remarkable  case  is  related  by  Dr. 
Mackenzie  :•— A  kbourer,  aged  46,  was  admitted  into 
the  Edinburgh  Infirmary  with  the  usual  symptoms  of 
•stone.      On  sounding,  the  presence  of  more  than  one 


calculus  was  ascertained.  The  lateral  operation  was 
performed  on  the  13th  of  October,  &nd  five  stones  wore 
removed.  The  prismatic  shape  and  uniform  size  of 
these  were  remarkable;  but  the  presence  of  a  foreSgn 
body  as  a  nucleus  was  not  suspected  until  the  stones 
had  been  dried  by  evaporation,  when  a  hard  substanes 
was  heard  to  ratde  loosely  within  them.  On  makiiig 
sections  of  these  calculi,  tiie  nuclei  were  found  to  be 
horse-beans.  The  calculous  incrustations  consisted  of 
the  triple  phosphates. 

The  history  of  this  remarkable  case  is  as  follovrs  :<^ 
About  the  end  of  March  of  the  present  year,  after  a 
carousal  with  two  fellow-labourcrs,  with  whom  be 
lodged  in  a  bam  attached  to  his  master's  farm,  a  quarrd 
arose,  in  which  he  was  knocked  down  and  overpowered 
by  his  two  companions.  From  the  injuries  he  received, 
^and  from  his  state  of  intoxication,  he  was  rendered 
senseless,  and,  whilst  in  this  condition,  the  following 
cruel  trick  was  perpetrated  on  him  by  his  assailants : — 
He  was  stripped  of  his  clothes,  and  a  quantity  of 
beans  (the  common  field  or  horse-beans,  used  for  feeding 
cattle)  were  thrust  into  his  mouth  and  into  the  rectum ; 
and  lastly,  several  were  introduced  into  his  urethra. 
The  manner  in  which  these  found  their  way  into  ^e 
bladder  is  unknown,  but  it  is  probable  that  several  were 
introduced,  one  after  another,  into  the  orifice  of  tiie 
urethra,  and  then  pushed  back  along  the  canal  by  (he 
pressure  of  the  fingers  on  the  penis  and  perineam. 

On  the  following  morning  he  waM  found  in  a  state 
of'  insensibility,  with  his  genital  organs  covered  with 
blood.  His  companions  had  made  off,  and  have  ever 
since  escaped  detection. 

A  number  of  beans  were  vomited,  and  passed  |Mr 
anum  on  the  day  following  the  assault,  and  during  this 
and  the  subsequent  day  he  suffered  great  pain  in  voiding 
his  urine,  which  was  mixed'with  blood,  and  contained 
several  fragments  of  broken  beans. 

He  was  confined  to  bed  for  some  days,  but  at  the 
end  of  a  week  he  had  nearly  recovered  from  his  iiyuries, 
and  his  urinary  symptoms  had  considerably  abated  in 
severity. 

From  that  time  forward,  however,  he  contmued  to 
suffer  more  or  leas  severely  firom  the  usual  symptoms  of 
stone  in  the  bladder,  which  were  well  marked  at  tlie 
time  of  his  admission  into  the  hospital.— ^dtn^nri^A 
Monthly  Journal,  Jan.  3,  1852. 


DISEASES  OF  WOMEN  AND  CHILDREN. 

Case  qfEclanyma  Nutans  or  **  Salaam  Comndrione," — 
By  Dr.  Biowbll. 

The  subject  of  this  case  suddenly  lost  the  power  of 
motion  at  the  age  of  three  months.  The  bowels  were 
at  this  time  remarkably  costive.  About  the  same  time 
her  intelligence  seemed  below,  that  of  most  infsnts  of 
her  age;  but  after  recovering  the  use  of  her  limbe 
nothing  ftirther  was  remarked  till  she  was  almost  six 
months  old.  At  this  period  she  was  seen  to  bow  her 
head  repeatedly  during  the  day.  There  was  no  ex- 
pression of  pain,  but  apparently  a  momentary  loss  of 
consciousness.    The  feet  were  habitually  cold. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  remissions,  the  peculiar 
convulsions  increased  in  frequency  and  intensity,  and  by 
the  time  she  was  a  year  old  it  was  evident  that  her 
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devdopment  was  much  retaided  if  not  entirely 
Sabteqnently  her  bodily  growth  waa  slow. 
Gndmnytiie  morbid  movement  increased  in  extent; 
finom  a  simple  nod,  it  became  so  gieat  that  the  fiuse  was 
not  nnfreqoently  struck  against  the  floor.  This  was 
repeated  several  times  during  the  twenty-fonr  hours. 
Still  later  epileptiform  fits  were  added,  and  towards  the 
end  of  her  second  year  she  was  hopelessly  epileptic  and 
idiotic.  The  chUd  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  months ; 
bat  unfortunately  no  pott-mortem  is  recorded. — New 
York  Journal  of  Medicine,  November  1851. 
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ABSORPTION  OF  THE  MAMM-^E  AND  TESTES 
UNDER  THE  USE  OF  IODINE. 


7b  tke  Bditore  of  the  Proviueial  Medical  and  Surffieal 
Journal, 

GsMTLSMKK, — In  your  number  for  January  2l8t  is 
the  IbDowing  query  from  Mr.  Crall,  of  Ripley  : — *'  Have 
any  instances  been  •bserved  and  noted  of  absorption  of 
the  mammae  or  testes  under  the  use  of  iodine  ?" 

In  answer  to  this  I  take  leave  to  state,  that  I  have 
seen  numerous  instances  of  what  I  consider  the  pro- 
longed and  .excessive  use  of  the  preparations  of  iodine 
in  oonstitniion^l  syphiHs,  principally  the  iodides  of 
potass  and  iron.  The  following  are  the  cases  which 
I  TCjCoUect  as  most  remarkable : — 

A  suigeou,  aged  47,  consulted  me  in  the  early  part 
of  this  year  for  certain  symptoms  of  an  old  venereal 
tnnt.  He  had  taken,  he  informed  me,  ten  grains  of 
the  iodide  of  potass  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  for  ten  years. 
There  was  no  wasting  of  the  testes.  He  had  sareocele, 
dearty  venereal,  with  a  small  hydrocele  on  one  side ;  the 
testis  on  the  other  was  healthy,  but  there  was  hyper- 
trophy of  the  tongue,  which  was  tender,  and  covered 
with  lobes  or  nodes,  and  fissured  by  deep  cracks. 

I  have  seen  this  condition  of  the  tongue  so  frequently 
in  persons  who  have  taken  the  iodide  of  potass  for  long 
periods,  that  I  must  consider  it  a  pure  chronic  glossitis, 
produced  by  the  continued  use  of  this  salt. 

A  Qetman  gentieman,  who  had  suffered  from  second- 
ary syphilis  for  five  years,  and  who  had  been  treated  by 
Bioofd,  Chelius,  and  others,  was  sent  to  me  for  my 
opfaiion  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease  in  his  tongue. 
He  had  taken  large  quantities  of  iodide  of  potass  for 
four  years,  *'  in  &ct  (said  he,)  I  have  taken  so  much 
iodme  that  my  perspiration  tarns  all  my  linen  brown." 
The  tongue  was  tender,  swollen,  lobulated,  and  fissured 
by  deep  irregular  cracks.  The  testes  were  of  good  size, 
and  appeared  perfectiy  healthy. 

In  a  third  case  the  patient  had  taken  five  grains  of 
tiie  iodide  of  potassium  three  times  a  day,  for  the 
greater  pert  of  three  years. 

When  this  patient  consulted  me  he  was  emaciated 
anil  weak,  and  his  appetite  was  totally  gone.  He  at 
that  time  presented  no  symptoms  of  venereal  taints  and 
attribated  ilie  whole  of  the  indisposition  under  which 
he  labooied  to-  the  prolonged  use  of  the  iodide.  The' 
IflgtMes  were  faeallhy,  and  of  foil  sise. 

A  gentleman,  whahad  suffered  from  a  constitutional 


venereal  taint  for  thirteen  years,  whose  disease  had 
resisted  the  usual  methods  of  treatment,  or  returned 
when  they  were  discontinued,  was  sent  to  me  from 
town^  to  try  my  method  of  treatment  by  "moist 
mercurial  vapour."  He  had  taken  large  quantities  of 
the  iodide  of  potass  for  long  periods.  The  tongue 
presented  the  appearance  already  described ;  it  was  in 
|>laces  hard  and  lobulated,  in  others  fissured  by  deep 
cracks.  The  left  testis  had  almost  entirely  disappeared ; 
it  was  reduced  to  the  size  of  a  pea.  The  right  was  of 
fuU  size,  and  healthy.    Virility  was  not  impaired. 

I  have  selected  these  four  cases  from  amongst  a  mass 
of  others,  to  fomish  a  reply  to  Mr.  Grail's  question ; 
they  are  remarkable,  from  the  large  quantities  of  the 
iodide  of  potass  which  had  been  taken,  and  the  length 
of  time  it  had  been  continued.  It  is  singular  that 
three  out  of  the  four  cases  should  present  that  peculiar 
condition  of  tongue,  almost  cancerous  in  its  appearance, 
which  I  believe  due  to  the  use  of  the  iodide.  I  never 
saw  such  a  condition  of  tongue,  however  long  a  con- 
stitational  taint  had  been  present,  (and  I  have  treated 
cases  of  twenty-nine  years  standing,)  unless  the  iodide 
of  potass  had  been  taken  for  a  long  period.  The  fourth 
is  the  only  case  I  have  seen  where  absorption  of  the 
testis  appeared  directly  due  to  the  use  of  the  above- 
named  salt. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

LANGSTON  PARKER, 

Sugcon  to  tlie  Qorcn't  HMpital,  BtrmlnKluun.  and  Profettor  of 
Anatomy  m   Queoi'i  CoUcfe,  ftc.,  fte,  fte. 

20,  Colmore  Row,  Birmingham. 
January,  1852. 


TREATMENT  OF  SCIATICA. 

To  iheEdiiore  qf  the  Proirineial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal, 

Gbktlembv, — Following  out  the  suggestion  of  Dr. 
Raddyffe  HaU  in  his  admirable  papers  lately  publiahed 
in  fhe  Journal,  that  we  should  endeavour  to  concentrate 
the  diffused  experience  of  the  Association  upon  any 
practical  point  in  medicine,  and  thus  reduce,  as  much 
as  possible,  facts  into  the  form  of  laws.  I  offer  to  the 
notice  of  the  Association  the  following  proposition : — 

Sciatica,  whether  connected  with  rheumatism  or 
not,  and  not'  dependant  upon  mechanical  causes,  as 
accumulation  of  feces,  tumours,  &c.,  may  be  cured  in 
fourteen  days  by  rubbing  along  the  afiected  nerve,  from 
its  origin  downwards,  half  a  drachm  of  veratria  oint- 
ment (gr.  V.  to  oz.  ss.)  every  night  at  bed-time.  The 
friction  to  be  performed  with  a  horse-hair  glove  until 
severe  tingling  is  Induced. 

If  each  member  of  the  Association  will  be  kind 
enough  (and  the  disease  is  just  now  unusually  prevalent,) 
to  test  the  truth  or  error  of  my  proposition,  and  &voar 
me  with  the  result,  I  will  tabulate  and  insert  in  the- 
Journal  the  ooncentrated  experience  of  the  members. 
Yours  obediently, 

C.  R.  BRB£« 

Sfowmsrfcet,  Jan.  27,  1852. 
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THE  NEW  MEDICAL  BILL.— MARYLEBONE  COUNTY  COURT. 


THE    NEW    MEDICAL    BILL. 


7\i  the  Editors  qf  the  Protfineial  Medical  and  Surgieal 
Journal, 
Gkntlembk, — ^Tbe  draft  of  the  proposed  Medical 
Bill  has  now  been  in  the  hands  of  every  member  of  the 
profession,  and  your  columns  will  doubtless  proclaim 
the  opinions  of  many,  favourable  and  unfavo^yrable  to 
the  propositions,  which  must  have  occupied  miM  time 
and  thought  in  being  brought  to  the  maturity  they 
have  obtained.  Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  the 
measure,  there  is,  no  doubt,  a  debt  of  gratitude  due 
from  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  to  the 
framers  of  the  Bill;  and  I,  for  one,  cannot  express  my 
thanks  better  than  by  stating  my  sincere  wish  that  it 
may  become  the  law  of  the  land  before  three  months 
have  passed  away.  As  this  is  the  time  to  suggest  any 
alterations  in  It,  I  propose  to  mention  a  few  things 
which  have  occurred  to  me  as  likely  to  render  the 
measure  more  complete,  and  therefore  more  acceptable. 

Secs.  14  &  15. — In  sections  14  and  15  it  is  pro* 
posed  to  substitute  the  payment  of  j^lO  for  the 
larger  fees  which  are  now  required  by  the  College 
of  Surgeons  and  Apothecaries'  Company  for  licence 
to  practise.  It  appears  to  me  much  more  suitable 
to  raise  rather  than  to  lower  this  payment ;  and  I 
do  not  consider  that  the  Council  should  have  the 
power  to  grant  a  licence  to  practise  unless  the 
candidate  produce  a  diploma  from  a  Royal  College, 
or  from  the  Apothecaries'  Company. 

Sbc.  17. — Is  not  twenty  shillings  per  annum  too 
much  for  a  registration  fee  ? 

Sec.  18. — Should  not  the  profession  know  something 
more  about  the  intended  **  Provident  Fund  ?" 

Sbc  24. — A  druggist  may  recover  for  medidnes 
administered  and  supplied  by  him ;  and  section  36 
does  not  prohibit  the  misdiievous  practice  of  a 
druggist  prescribing  and  administering  medicines. 
Here,  I  think,  lies  the  chief  fiult  in  this  other- 
wise excellent  BiU.  The  chemists  and  druggists 
have  taken  from  the  Licentiate  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Company  much  of  his  business;  and  counter 
practice  has  of  late  years  increased  to  a  great 
extent.  It  is  for  this  Bill  to  remedy  the  evil,  and 
provide  a  penal  clause  binding  all  chemists  and 
druggists  not  to  give  medicines  to  or  for  any  sick 
person,  unless  such  medicine  shall  have  been 
prescribed  by  a  licenced  practitioner;  and  pro- 
hibiting them  from  giving  any  medical  or  surgical 
advice,  with  medicine,  under  a  penalty  easily 
recoverable.  It  ought  not  to  be  sufficient  that 
tliey  should  be  unable  to  recover  at  law,  but  the 
law  ought  to  be  far  more  stringent  than  it  is  at 
present. 

Sbc.  26. — ^What  is  the  meaning  of  acting  as  a 
snrgeon,  and  acting  as  an  apotheeary  ?  Should 
not  the  woi^,  **  For  gain  or  profit"  be  added  ? 

Sbc.  32.— Who  is  to  bear  the  expenses  of  proseca- 
tion;  and  in  whose  name  are  proeecntions  to  be 
made? 

These  few  questions  and  remarks  have  been  made 
-lor  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  make  an  addi- 


tion to  the  useftdness  of  the  Bill;  and  as  I  do'  not- 
doubt  but  that  you  will  have  a  multitude  of  gpunsellon, 
I  trust  you  will  find  that  there  will  be  that  for  us  wfaidi 
we  do  not  now  possess — safety. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  Servant, 

.    GEORGE  FRED.  WILLS. 
Crewkeme,  January  27)  1852. 


MttM  Mlligemt. 


MARYLEBONE  COUNTY  COURT. 

Before  A.  Amos,  E«|. 

Brown  v.  Banks. — ^This  was  an  action  of  great 
importance  to  the  medical  profession,  and  to  the  public 
who  require  their  services  at  a  distance,  and  it  beln$ 
the  first  brought  to  determine  what  mileage  should  be 
allowed  since  the  introduction  of  railways^  excited  mnch 
interest  to  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  in 
attendance.  The  plaintiff  is  a  consulting-surgeon  of 
27,  Oxford  Street,  and  the  defendant  is  a  gentiemaa 
residing  at  Leighton  Hall,  in  Notti%ghamshire.  The 
sum  sought  to  be  recovered  was  £Z9.  7s.  6d.»  for 
medical  attendance  upon  Mrs.  Haifenden,  defendant'e 
sister. 

Mr.  Brown  said  that  he  was  the  medical  attendant 
to  defendant's  family.  On  May  the  23rd  Mr.  Banks 
called  upon  him,  and  requested  that  he  would  go 
instanler  to  see  his  sister,  who  was  dangerously  ill  at 
Leighton  Hall,  Notts,  a  distance  of  150  miles.  He 
travelled  by  rail,  and  returned  to  town  on  the  24th, 
Considers  the  sum  charged  is  small.  The  usual  charge 
is  lOs.  6d.  per  mile,  or  15  guineas  per  day;  and  7s.  6d. 
per  mile  for  300  miles  is  not  a  lai^  sum.  Met  two 
medical  men  at  Leighton  Hall,  and  consulted  witk 
them.  Mrs.  Haifenden  was  in  danger,  and  had  been, 
so  since  her  marriage.  The'  lady's  Gomplsint  was  of 
too  delicate  a  nature  to  detail.  The  charge  for  post- 
horsing  by  M.D.'s  was  £l.  Is.  per  mile,  but  by  nil 
the  charge  was  15s.  6d.  per  mile. 

By  Mr.  Parrt. — Knew  the  fiunily  for  three  years. 
Travelled  to  Leighton  Hall  by  first  class.  Is  in  prac- 
tice  as  a  consulting-sui^eon.  Keeps  books,  but  has 
not  practised  as  an  apothecary  for  five  years.  Wac 
obliged  to  have  a  deputy  to  visit  his  patients  whilst  he 
was  absent.  The  deputy  was  not  employed  specially, 
but  by  the  year.  It  was  inconvenient  to  say  how  he 
paid  his  deputy. 

Mr.  Parrt. — I  take  it  to  be  an  extremely  moderate 
sum,  which  will  satisfy  me. 

PlainttfTs  examination  resumed — Mrs.  Haffenden 
had,  previously  to  my  going  down,  written  to  see  me. 
I  said  I  would  go  for  her  for  ten  gniness,  on  condition 
of  receiving  two  days'  notice.  I  understood  Mrs. 
Haffenden  would  pay  me  out  of  a  small  annuity  she 
had.  The  husband  of  the  lady  has  treated  me  in  very 
discourteous  terms.  He  has  repudiated  my  servioea. 
Am  not  suing  the  husband.  Had  been  to  Dover,  for 
whidi  £3Z  wera  charged.  There  is  no  difference  iit 
tlie  charges  of  oonsuliing-sorgeons  or  physicians. 

Dr.  Ttlbr  Smith,  of  7,  Upper  Grosvenor  Street^ 
by  Mr.  Parrt,  said  he  practised  as  a  phy- 
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«ician  for  the  last  eleven  yean.  He  knew  mora  of  the 
fees  vsoal  for  distances  among  physicians  than  surgeons, 
bat  he  belieyed  them  to  be  the  same.  Since  the  intro- 
•^oction  of  railways,  physicians'  fees  had  yaried  con- 
siderably. In  the  old  days  of  posting,  one  guinea  per 
mile  was  usual.  In  journeys  by  railway,  physicians, 
summoned  suddenly  from  their  practices  in  London, 
now  generally  obtuned  two  guineas  for  every  three 
miles;  others,  high  in  the  profession,  eonsidered  one 
guinea  for  two  miles  sufficient.  He  had  been  paid  at 
both  these  rates  when  called  from  London  into  the 
country.  Some  preferred  to  be  paid  according  to  the 
time  occupied  in  the  country,  as  three  or  five  guineas 
per  hour.  Great  injustice  would  be  done  to  prac- 
titioners in  the  country  if  physicians  took  journeys  into 
€be  provinces  from  London  for  low  fees.  The  sum 
now  charged  was  reasonable,  considering  the  distance. 
It  was  bdow  the  average  fee  rather  than  otherwise. 
The  p]aintiff*B  solicitor  asked  if  tho  witness  had  not 
been  written  to  respecting  this  case  before  Mr.  Brown 
bad  gone  down  to  Newark.  The  examination  of  Dr. 
lyier  Smith  was  here  stopped  by  Mr.  Parry. 

Mr.  Lans,  of  ],  Grosvenor  Place,  consulting- 
surgeon,  deposed  to  the  feimess  of  the  demand  for 
that  distance. 

By  Mr.  Pakrt. — Has  been  a  consulting-surgeon  for 
twenty-five  years.  Is  related  to  the  defendant.  He 
is  nephew  to  his  (witness's)  wife.  Considers  distance 
an  important  element  m  the  matter.  In  a  long  journey, 
aay  over  200  miles,  some  difference  is  usually  made. 

Mr.  Parrt  said  a  gentleman  like  Mr.  Banks  did  not 
repudiate  a  fair  claim,  and  for  the  credit  of  the  family 
he  did  not  throw  the  liability  upon  bis  sister's  husband. 
The  demand  was  preposterous.  It  was  at  the  rate  of 
£4^00  per  ye^  leaving  out  Sundays,  though  he  believed 
medical  men  did  not  consider  the  Sabbath  a  day  of  rest. 
The  plaintiff  was  not  in  the  same  position  as  a  physician, 
who  could  not  for  a  moment  have  left  his  patients  in 
the  hands  of  an  assistant  with  less  than  £\Wi  a  year, 
40  Mr.  Brown  did.  Hie  plaintiff  had  not  proved  the 
loss  of  a  patient.  His  books  show  some  days  he  takes 
seven,  and  sometunes  three,  guineas  per  day.  The 
ealling  in  of  medical  men,  as  in  this  instance,  to  state 
their  fete,  wartlike  calling  in  counsel  to  cut  down 
lawyers'  fees.     (Laughter.) 

The  JuDGS  said  it  was  a  great  difficulty  to  determine 
the  equitableness  of  medical  men's  fees,  as  the  railways 
had  BO  disarranged  them.  The  defendant  had,  it 
appeared,  paid  twenty  guineas  into  this  court,  as  being 
what  he  considered  ample  remuneration.  He  had  not, 
however,  called  in  the  same  valuable  opinions  as  the 
plaintiff  had,  to  support  his  view.  The  plaintiff's  wit- 
nesses considered  the  charge  below  the  market  price, 
and  this  evidence  folly  satisfied  him  that  the  daim  was 
fetr.  In  his  own  opinion  he  did  not  consider  it  at  all 
mireasonable,  and  should  therefore  give  a  verdict  for 
ihe  plaintiff  with  foil  costs. — LtmeeL 


PROSECUTION  BY  THE  APOTHECARIES' 
COMPANY. 

At  the  County  Court  held  before  Mr.  Losh,  bar- 
riater,  at  North  Shidds,  on  the  23rd  of  January,  an 
action  was  brought  m  the  name  of  the  Master,  Wardens, 
nd  Society  of  the  Arts  and  Mystery  of  Apothecary, 


London,  against  Mr.  Jas.  Scott,  surgeon,  Killingworth, 
for  the  recovery  of  penalties  of  twenty  pounds,  in  two 
cases,  for  having  vended  medicine,  not  being  a  licentiate 
of  that  body.  It  appeared  Mr.  Scott  held  a  dMoma 
from  a  Scotch  institute,  and  had  been  locl^L  at 
Killingworth  above  a  year.  It  is  the  custom  in  comery 
districts  for  a  medical  man  to  contract  to  attend  pit- 
men and  their  families  for  sixpence  a  fortnight,  the 
sixpence  being  stopped  off  by  the  under  viewer  at  the 
colliery  upon  the  pay  day.  Mr.  Scott  had  contracted 
with  a  namber  of  the  men  at  Killingworth  and  Gasforth 
collieries,  and  in  doing  so  had  cut  out  some  regular 
practitioners.  Formal  proof  of  attendance  in  two  cases 
was  given.  One  cause  was  barred,  by  six  months 
having  elapsed  since  defendant  attended  the  patient. 
In  the  second  case,  however,  his  Honour  gave  judgment 
for  the  full  penalty  of  j^O,  and  costs,  to  be  paid  at 
the  end  of  tiro  months. 


COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS. 

Wauswokth  o.  Collins. — The  plaintiff  is  a  sur- 
geon in  general  practice,  residing  at  10,  Warwick  Street, 
Regent  Street ;  and  the  defendant  is  an  auctioneer  and 
appraiser,  living  at  15,  Brewer  Street,  Golden  Square 
(two  hundred  yards  from  the  plaintiff's  residence).  The 
action  was  brought  for  the  recovery  of  £25,  for  medi- 
cin^  and  medical  attendance  upon  the  family  of  the 
defendant,  from  Dec.  4th,  1850,  to  July,  1851.  The 
defendant  pleaded  that  except  as  to  £17,  10s.,  which 
was  the  amount  charged  for  medicine,  and  which  he  had 
paid  into  Court,  he  was  not  indebted. 

The  plaintiff,  Mr.  Wads  worth,  was  examined  in  sup- 
port of  his  claim,  and  explained  the  particulars  of  his 
demand,  and  proved  from  his  books  that  the  visits 
were  made  and  the  medicines  supplied.  He  called 
several  other  practitioners,  all  of  whom  testified  to  the 
charges  being  usual  and  regular,  and  also  to  the  custom 
of  medical  gentlemen  charging  both  for  medicine  and 
visifiB. 

For  the  defence,  Mr.  Saijeant  Byles  said  the  plaintiff 
had  no  case,  for  he  had  not  produced  his  certificate 
from  the  Society  of  Apothecaries.  This  was  now  handed 
to  the  Council  for  the  defendant.  It  proved  to  be  an 
extra-urban  lioenoe,  in  consequence  of  which  the  coun- 
sel eontended  that  the  plaintiff  had  no  right  to  prutise 
in  the  town. 

Mr.  Justice  Talfourd  overruled  this  objection,  and 
stated  that  if  a  medical  gentleman  had  his  degree,  it 
could  not  possibly  make  any  difference  whether  it  was 
an  intra-  or  extra-urban  licence,  that  being  a  mere  pe- 
cuniary arrangement  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company,  the 
examination  for  either  licence  being  the  same.  It  was 
another  question  whether  the  plaintiff  might  be  sued 
for  penalties  for  practising  in  London  with  such  licence. 

Mr.  James,  for  the  pUmtiff,  then  stated  that  this 
objection  had  been  previously  decided  in  the  case  of 
Young  e.  Greiger ;  and  m  any  case  it  ought  to  have 
been  specially  pleaded  by  the  other  side. 

The  counsel  for  the  defendant  then  urged  that  it  was 
the  practice  of  the  profession,  as  r^nlated  by  previous 
decisions,  that,  if  medicine  was  chaiged  for,  visits  were  not. 

Mr.  Justice  Talfourd  then  summed  up.  The  jury 
retired  for  a  short  time,  and  gave  a  verdict  for  the  full 
amount  chimed,  ;^25.— ZrOiufoii  JDat/jf  Pqpfr. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


INFINITESIMAL  DOSES. 

Ab  a  means  of  exhibitiDg  the  imposture  inTolyed  in 
the  so-called  attenoations  of  homoeopathic  doses,  **  A 
General  Practitioner"  gives  the  following  exposition : — 

**  The  '  homoeopathic  globule'  is  composed  of  two 
ingredients,  namely,  sugar  and  a  medicinal  substance. 
Now,  small  as  the  globule  is,  one  of  the  first  or  strongest 
dilution  contains  99  times  as  much  sugar  as  it  does  of 
medicine;  for  the  first  dilution  is  made  by  rubbing 
down,  or  triturating,  in  a  mortar,  99  grains  of  sugar 
with  one.  grain  of  medicine,  so  that  any  given  quantity 
of  this  compound  bears  a  proportion  of  99  inert  parts 
to  1  active  or  medicinal.  Tlie  second  dilution  is  formed 
by  rubbing  down  1  grain  of  the  first  witli  99  grains 
more  of  sugar,  so  that  any  given  quantity  of  the 
second  dilution  bears  a  proportion  of  9999  inert  parts 
^  to  1  active.  The  third  dilution  contains  999,999  inert 
parts  to  1  active,  each  succeeding  dilution  being  100 
times  weaker  than  the  preceding,  and  so  of  all  the 
dilutions  to  the  thirtieth,  to  which  degree  there  are 
upwards  of  70  medicinal  substances  in  Quin's  '  Phar- 
macopoeia Homoeopathica,'  so  directed  to  be  prepared. 

*'  Now,  to  show  the  quantity  of  sugar  required  to 
dilute  one  grain  of  medicine  to  the  9th  degree  only,  we 
will  suppose  a  shaft  of  the  former  three  feet  square, 
(and  to  begin  with)  half  a  mile  long,  lying  before  us. 
Having  ascertained  that  a  cubic  inch  of  sugar  weighs 
half  an  ounce>  it  follows,  that  about  3  inches,  sliced 
from  the  end  of  this  shaft,  and  weighing  121  lbs.,  will 
be  the  quantity  required  to  dilute  1  grain  of  medicine 
to  the  3rd  degree.  To  carry  on  the  process  of  dilution 
with  the  said  grain  to  the  4th  degree,  will  require  of  the 
above  shaft  of  sugar  25  feet,  or  about  5  tons ;  fith 
degree,  2500  feet,  or  500  tons ;  6tii  degree,  250,000  feet 
(60  mUes),  or  50,000  tons ;  7th  degree,  25,000,000 
feet  (5000  miles),  or  5,000,000  tons;  8th.  degree, 
2,500,000,000  feet,  (500,000  miles),  or  500,000,000 
tons;  9th  degree,  250,000,1100,000  feet  (50,000,000 
miles),  or  50,000,000,000  tons ! 

"  Thus,  it  is  undeniably  evident,  that  if  the  whole  of 
a  grain  of  medicine  be  diluted  (as  directed  by  Hahnemann 
and  the  homoeopaths)  to  the  9th  degree  only,  it  >vill 
require  of  the  above-described  shaft  of  sugar,  50  millions 
of  miles,  the  weight  of  which  would  be  50  thousand 
^millions  of  tons ! 

«  Agiun,  if  250,000,000,000  feet  (the  length  of  the 
said  shaft  required  for  the  9th  dilution  of  one  grain  of 
medicine),  be  multiplied  by  9,  it  will  give  the  number 
of  cubic  feet  wbieh  it  contains ;  and  if  this  be  divided  by 
30,000,000,  which  is  about  the  number  of  cubic  feet  of 
air  contained  in  the  Crystal  Palace,  the  quotient  will  be 
75,000.  In  other  words,  the  quantity  of  sugar  requhvd 
to  dilate  a  single  grain  of  medicine  to  the  9th  degi^e 
only,  would  fill  the  Crystal  Pakce  75,000  times.  The 
above  calculations  have  been  made  in  round  numbers 
for  the  sake  of  convenience.  The  quantity  of  sugar 
required  would  be  considerably  more." 

The  globulists  profess  to  use  sugar  of  milk,  not 
common  sugar,  in  their  attenuations;  it  would  be  an 
interesting  speculation,  supposing  that  one  grain  of 
medicine  has  ever  been  divided  into  nonillionths  or 
dedllionths,  (not  by  any  means  a  small  dose  in  homoe- 
opathic pharmacy,)  how  many  cows  are  required  to 
produce  the  milk  from  which  the  sugar  is  extracted  ? 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 
The  following  gentiemen  were  admitted  members  on 
Friday,  the  23rd  ult. :— John  Henry  Bartlet,  Ipswich, 
Snflblk;  Charies  Bewley,  Reading,  B^rks;  Wm. 
Maxwell  Burman,  Wath-upon-Deame,  Yorkshire; 
Alfred  James  Dale,  Commercial  Rood ;  John  Haadford 
Hardy,  Nelson  Square,  Blackfriars ;  Wm.  A.  Griffiths 
James,  Kirkby,  Lonsdale,  Westmoreland;  Godfrey 
Sandwith,  Hull;  George  Stunt,  Holland  Street,  Black- 
fijan;  Edward  Taylor,  Staxton,  Yorkshire. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  Tfamsday,  Jan.  15^ 
1852: — Horace  Fnlcher  Howard,  New  Barkenhara,. 
Norfolk;  Samuel  Partridge,  DarUuston,  Staffordshire. 

Gentiemen  admitted  members  on  Thursday,  Jan  22^ 
1852 : — John  Rerry,  Leyland,  Lancashire ;  Everitt  B. 
Gay  land.  Stoke  Sub-Hamdon,  Somerset;  H.  C.  Hare. 


APPOINTMENTS. 
At  a  special  general  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  the 
Birmingham  Dispe^^sary,  held  on  Wednesday  last.  Dr. 
Heslop  was  appointed  one  of  the  Physicians. 


OBITUARY. 

January  20th,  at  No.  1,  Dalston  Terrace,  James 
Andrew  Welch,  Esq.,  surgeon,  aged  54. 

January  25th,  at  his  residence,  8,  Southampton 
Row,  Marylebone,  John  Baptiste  de  Semey,  Esq.^ 
M.D.,  aged  78.  ^".^ 

Lately,  —  Williams,  Esq.,  surgeon,  Burslem.  Mr. 
Williams  was  one  of  a  party  of  seven  who  left  Liverpool 
in  September  last,  to  form  a  settlement  at  Terra  del 
Fuego,  where,  on  their  arrival,  they  were  bitterly- 
opposed  by  the  natives,  and  suffered  so  much  from 
absolute  want  of  food  and  the  vidssitndes  of  the  weather, 
that  all  perished,  , 


SHROPSHIRE  BRANCH  MEETING. 


At  a  mcetmg  of  the  Shropshire  Branch  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  the  following 
resolution  was  passed  unanimously : — 

"  That  this  meeting  of  the  Shropshire  Branch  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  impreaaed 
with  a  deep  conviction  that  it  is  essential  to  tiie  best 
interests  of  the  profession  and  the  public  that  the 
question  of  Medical  Reform  be  forthwith  brought  to  an 
issue,  feel  much  gratification  in  the  assurance  that  there 
is  a  fair  chance  of  so  desirable  a  result  in  the  drcom- 
stance  of  the  Bill  being  brought  forward^  the  name, 
and  by  the  authority  of,  the  Parent  Association. 

'*The  members  of  the  Shropshire  Branch  beg  to 
express  their  hearty  concurrence  in  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  and  in  the  just  and  ecjuitable  constitution  of  the 
Medical  Council.  They  approve  most  highly  of  a 
Provident  Fund  to  which  every  medical  man  hereafter 
will  have  a  legal  claim,  and  which  they  regard  as  the 
best  guarantee  against  that  overwhelming  affliction, 
which  is  too  often  the  lot  of  many  who  have  to  labour 
hard  in  a  toUsome  and  ill-requited  profession. 

**  Finally,  regardmg  the  Draft  Bill  as  otiy  provisional, 
the  members  of  the  Shropshire  Branch  b^  to  express 
an  earnest  wish  that  the  Council  will  mature  the  measure, 
and  carry  it  on  to  completion,  being  satisfied  that  the- 
profession  at  large  wiU  hail  with  gratitude  the  settle- 
ment of  those  differences  and  perplexities  which  have 

so  long  troubled  its  tranquillity."  

P.  CARTWRIGHT. 
Shrewsbury,  Monday,  Feb.  2,  1852. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  WHton,. 
Dr.  Chambers,  Mr.  Sands  Cox,  and  Mr.  West. 

W.  R.  S.  is  referred  to  our  present  number  for  answers 
to  his  several  queries.  The  points  are  not  yet  defi- 
nitely settled.  We  shall  be  happy  to  receive  any 
suggestions  from  him. 

AtyMTiffmr  is  referred  to  No.  XX.,  page  550,  of  our  last 
volume,  for  information  as  to  the  conditions  of  the 
Prizes  to  be  given  for  reports  of  Hospital  Cases. 

Medical  Benevolent  College. — Owing  to  the  great  lengtlL 
of  the  advertisement  of  the  Second  List  of  Subscrip- 
tions to  the  Medical  Benevolent  College,  and  the 
lateness  of  the  time  we  received  it,  we  are  unable  to 
insert  it  in  the  present  number. 
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OPHTHALMIC    SKETCHES. 
SHORT    LECTURES 

DnOmXB  TO  *BB 

BTUBENTS  ATTENDING  THE  BIKMINGHAV  BTE INFISKART. 

By  JAMES  VOSE  SOLOMON,  M.R.C.S., 

Om  tfth*  Svrgeoa*  <*  tAat  Chariff,  Udefy  fliHywit  ^tke  Birminpham  Oeneral 

CpMhalmie  wrgery  an  intere$ting  and  advantageous 
gtudp  to  the  practitioner.  The  importance  ofobaerv- 
mg  the  deportment  and  eapreanon  qf  a  patient  affected 
with  ophthalmic  diseate;  case  of  a  foreign  body  de^ 
ieeted  rixteen  yeare  ^fter  its  intrusion  wiihin  the  eye. 
Mode  qf  examining  the  exterior  qf  the  globe,  ^c. 
7%«  nature  of  foreign  bodies  sometimes  indicated  by 
the  occupation  of  the  patient,  Sfc,  The  treatment  of 
foreign  bodies  intruded  betipeen  the  cor^unctiva  and 
sclerotic  membranes, 

Gentlem EX, — The  human  eye  has  at  all  times  been 
an  interesting  snbject  of  observation  and  research  to 
fhe  scientific  inquirer.  The  anatomist  discovers  in  it 
a  compendium  (if  the  term  may  be  allowed)  of  all 
the  tissues  of  the  body,  which,  with  certain  additional 
structures  peculiar  to  this  organ,  form  a  beautifully- 
contrived  optical  instrument.  The  physician  gladly 
avails  himself  of  the  study  of  an  organ  that  openly 
displays  to  him  the  processes  of  disease  and  reparation, 
as  they  occur  in  its  diverse  tissues.  He  watches  with 
instructive  interest  Nature's  ways  of  recovering  from 
disease,  with  the  aids  or  hinderances  that  are  afforded 
to  hei^  by  his  therapeutic  measures.  The  occasional 
independence  of  local  disease,  and  its  capability  of 
core  by  topical  applications  alone,  as  in  acute  catarrhal 
conjunctivitis;  or,  what  is  equaUy  true  and  more 
common,  the  association  of  local  disease  with  morbid 
conditions  of  the  blood,  as  in  scrofulous  and  rheu- 
matic ophthalmia,  is  here  demonstrable.  A  number 
of  these  observations  carefully  made,  aided  by  analogical 
reasoning,  afford  a  Icey  to  the  successful  treatment  of 
disease  situated  >n  other  parts  of  the  body,  and  occluded 
from  his  view  by  their  natural  coverings. 

To  the  operating  surgeon  the  eye  presents  an  ample 
fidd  for  the  exercise  of  judgment,  delicate  manipu- 
lation, and  mechanical  ingenuity.  But,  gentlemen,  we 
must  not  forget  that  while  the  study  of  ophthalmic 
medicine  and  surgery — for  they  cannot  well  be  sepa- 
rated— throws  light  upon  the  rational  cure  of  other 
bodily  diseases,  it  has  been  from  those  of  our  pro- 
fession who  have  in  theory  and  practice  studied  the 
latter,  that  ophthalmology  has  received  the  greatest 
advancement.  To  extend  these  observations,  as  might 
readily  be  done,  to  any  greater  length  is,  I  am  quite 
sure,  unnecessary.  The  very  fact  of  your  assembling 
here  to-day  to  gain  some  acquaintance  with  a  subject 
as  yet  not  included  in  the  curriculum  of  the  Examining 
Boards  of  this  country  proves  to  me  that  you  fully 
uppredBitc  how  much  may  be  gained  by  attention  to  this 

No.IV«  Febnury  18. 18»8. 


branch  of  our  profession.  I  consider  the  sesskm  of 
1851  to  be  one  of  bright  promise  for  Queen's  College, 
BirminghAn,  Tiiien  her  students  thtis  voluntarily  press 
forward  in  the  path  of  enlightenment  and  improve- 
ment :  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  those  of  you  who  are 
so  actuated  will  ennoble  your  profession,  and  boeome 
instruments  of  honoured  usefulness  to  your  fetlow-iben. 

If  a  patient  present  himself  with  '*  something  the 
matter  with  his  eyes  "  we  must  not  at  once  lay  hands 
upon  him,  draw  asunder  the  palpebne,  and  proceed  to 
scrutinise  the  affected  organ  ;  but  we  should  watcb  his 
deportment  from  the  moment  he  enters  our  consuliSng 
room,  and  when  he  is  seated,  make  a  few  general 
iiiquiries,  aU  the  time  minutely  noting  the  position  qf 
his  head,  the  expression  of  his  countenance,  and  the 
condition  of  the  palpebrse  with  their  muscles.  Careful 
attention  to  this  kind  of  circumstantial  evidence  is 
sometimes  alone  sufficient  to  indicate  the  nature  of  the 
disease. 

When  a  patient  comes  before  us  with  an  erect  head, 
his  shoulders  thrown  back,  and  his  eyes  vacantly  staring 
into  space,  we  recognise  amaurosis;  but  should  the 
person  be  advanced  in  years,  walk  with  uncertain  step, 
his  head  being  bent  forward,  and  his  eyebrows  corru- 
gated, evidently  seeking  a  modified  light,  w^  then 
anticipate  cataracts  nearly  ripe  for  an  operation. 
Should  it,  however,  be  a  young  person — a  child  under 
the  age  of  puberty— presenting  the  symptoms  just 
related,  and  its  chin  resting  on  the  sternum,  we  predi- 
cate the  case  to  be  one  of  protracted  strumous  ophthal- 
mia, accompanied  by  impairment  of  the  translucency  of 
the  cornea.  You  will,  perhaps,  be  inclined  to  say  that 
however  abrupt  and  rude  our  examination  mig'ht  be  of 
a  developed  case  of  amaurosis  or  cataract,  the  nature 
of  tlie  disease  could  not  escape  observation.  '  This  is 
true ;  yet  you  must  have  observed  many  cases  \(rlrich 
come  to  the  Infirmary  that  evince,  under  the  excite- 
ment of  which  manipulation  is  productive,  far  different 
appearances  to  those  which  truly  belong  to  them  5  the 
membranes  become  highly  injected,  and  the  lachrymal 
gland  secretes  tears  in  abundance.  To  prove  to  you 
how  much  information  may  be  gained  by  attentfvely 
remarking  the  conditions  I  have  mentioned,  I  shall 
cite  a  case,  for  the  details  of  which  I  am  indebted  to 
my  friend  Mr.  Soden,  an  accomplished  surgeon,  prac- 
tising in  Bath. 

Case  1. — "The  man  (says  Mr.  Soden)  came  to  my  . 
house  one  morning  with  inflammation  of  the  eye. 
The  manner  in  which  he  held  his  head,  the  closure  of 
the  lids,  epiphora,  and  expression  of  pain,  all  made 
me  conclude  there  was  *  something  in  the  eye '  before  1 
asked  him  a  question.  On  examining  the  eye  I  found 
considerable  catarrhal  inflammation,  with  great  conges- 
tion, and  a  sclerotic  zone  round  the  lower  l)alf  of  the 
corneal  circle.  There  was  a  small  hernia  of  the  iris 
a  few  lines  from  the  edge  of  the  cornea,  at  its  lower 
and  outer  side.  The  protrusion  was  sufficient  to  dis- 
tort the  pupil  to  obliteration.  The  iris  was  of  natural 
colour,  and  the  cornea  unaffected,  excepting  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  wound,  round  which 
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there  was  a  radttting  and  graduated  opacity.  My 
impression  of  the  presence  of  some  foreign  body^  from 
the  general  appearance  of  the  eye,  was  so  strong  that  I 
examined  the  bulging  iris  with  a  fine  probe,  and  under- 
neath it,  but  completely  hidden,  I  felt  a  hard  substance. 
With  a  pair  of  sharp  forceps  I  had  no  difficulty  in 
drawing  it  away.  It  proved  to  be  a  piece  of  iron  of 
conical  form,  and  really  about  as  large  as  the  lead  that 
appears  at  the  end  of  a  finely  cut  pencil  of  moderate 
sise  (one*eighth  of  an  inch  in  length).  In  a  few  days 
the  eye  was  quite  well.  The  iris  retracted,  but  remained 
adherent,  and  the  opacity  of  the  •cornea  diminished  to 
a  slight  scar." 

Hviwy. — Sixteen  years  prior  to  the  man's  coming 
to  Mr.  Soden,  while  he  was  working  at  an  anvil,  a  chip 
of  red-hot  steel  entered  the  eye.  He  consnked  a 
surgeon,  who  did  not  extract  the  foreign  body,  which 
became  a  constant  source  of  annoyance  to  him  ;  some- 
times remaining  quiet  for  a  short  time,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  giving  rise  to  inflammation  that  would  not 
stibside  under  many  weeks.  He  from  time  to  time 
obtained  advice  at  several  provlnciial  and  metropolitan 
eye  infirmaries,  Jbut  the  nature  of  the  cns^  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  recognised. 

Vell>  gentlemen,  having  taken  a  general  view  of  our 
patient,  and  a  particular  cfne  of  the  points  to  which  I 
Iiave  directed  your  attention,  you  continue  your  con- 
versation with  him;  and  if  the  eye  be  ever  so  little 
open,  observe  all  you  can  as  to  the  state  of  its  cornea 
and  adjacent  membranes  before  y^take  the  next  step, 
which  is,  to  penthf  and  slowly  depress  the  lower  lid, 
with  &e  forefinger  placed  over  the  inferior  margin  of 
the  bony  orbit,  so  as  to  expose  the  front  of  the  eye, 
which  ydu  examine,  as  well  as  the  inferior  sinus  and 
ooi\)ttnctiva  palpebrse.  Yo^  inay  now,  in  the  same 
quiet  manner,  elevate  the  superior  lid,  by  plactng  the 
end  of  the  thumb  immediately  beneath  the  eyebrow 
and  drawing  it  gently  upwards  (the  mode-  of  doing 
this  was  here  shown) ;  and,  if  necessary,  you  will  evert 
the  superior  lid  in  the  way  I  am  now  showing  you. 
The  eye  must  be  viewed  in  profile,  as  well  as  tff  front. 
By  attention  to  these  rulee  you  wHl  be  enabled  to 
discover  the  presence  of  a  foreign  body  on  the  surface 
of  the  eye  or  of  its  appendages,  which  will  be  the 
subject  of  the  present  lecture.  I  sball  reserve  what  I 
have  to  say  on  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  in  tiie 
examination  of  the  state  of  the  cornea  in  purulent  and 
scrofulous  cases  till  we  treat  upon  them  The  same 
with  regard  to  the  diseases  within  the  carity  of  the 
eyeball. 

The  nature  of  a  foreign  body  which  has  gained  ad- 
mission within  the  eyelirls,  the  proper  curtains  of  the 
eye,  may  be  sometimes  predicated  by  ascertaining  the 
oecuptUion  of  t&e  sufferer ;  and  by  considering  the  season 
of  the  year,  if  the  patient  be  a  countryman,  at  which 
its  intrusion  took  place.  Among  the  latter,  during 
the  harvest,  we  may  expect  to  find  the  seed  of  some 
plant,  or  the  whole  or  part  of  a  winged  insect.  Amongst 
pudlertf  men  who  are  engaged  in  the  smelting  of  iron, 
a^frequent  accident  is  the  intrusion  of  hot  jnetal  beneath 


the  superior  lid,  sometimes  covering  the  whole  finont  of 
the  eye ;  it  produces  a  jevere  bum.  In  Ihese  cases  I 
would  warn  you  not  to  be  deterred  from  makmg  a  very 
particular  examination,  because  some  other  surgeon  of 
experience  has  already  examined  the  case  and  removed 
a  portion  of  metal.  Always  evert  the  lid  to  its  fbll  extent^ 
and  you  will  often  find  an  irritating  body  lying  in  the 
superior  conjunctival  sinus.  Drops  of  castor  oil  should, 
after  its  removal,  be  frequently  applied.  I  shall  revert 
to  the  treatment  of  bums  upon  a  future  occasion,  con- 
tenting myself  on  this»  with  advising  you  on  no  aoooimt 
to  prescribe  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  when  the 
surftice  of  the  conjunctiva  is  excoriated,  or  you  will 
promote  a  union  between  the  free  surfaces  of  that 
membrane,  an  acQident  under  the  best  of  treatment 
very  liable  to  occur. 

The  symptoms  occasioned  by  the  intrusion  of  a 
foreign  substance  within  the  palpebrse,  are  those  of 
irritation;  the  conjunctival  and  sclerotic  vessels  become 
filled  with  red  blood,  the  eye  waters,  and  the  orbicular 
muscle  is  affected  by  spasm ;  the  patient  may  complain 
of  a  sensation  as  of  sand  in  the  organ.  As  the  preceding 
symptoms  are  also  those  of  incipient  catarrhal  con- 
junctivitis, you  will  require  to  distirguish  the  two 
complaints.  The  history  of  the  case,  and  a  careful 
inspection  of  the  parts,  will  enable  you  to  form  a  oonect 
opinion.  In  catarrhal  ophthalmia,  there  is  an  exaceriia- 
tioa  of  the  symptoms  in  the  evening,  but  the  sensation 
as  of  sand  in  the  eye,  is  most  distressing  in  the  morning. 
Congestion  of  the  iris,  evinced  by  a  diminution  of  its 
natural  brightness,  colour,  and  contractility,  is  an 
occasional  accompaniment  of  the  vascular  excitement 
of  which  a  foreign  bo(}y  is  productive.  After  having 
removed  the  foreign  body,  I  have  invariably  ordered 
warm  fomentations,  and  have  found  a  subsidence  of 
inflammation  generally  within  twelve  hours.  If 
symptoms  of  fmtation  continue  after  the  removal  of  a 
foreign  body,  the  patient  complaining  that  he  still  feds 
something  in  the  eye,  or  in  the  event  of  your  being 
unable  to  discover  the  irritating  particle,  i(  will  be 
proper  to  sweep  the' palpebral  lining  of  the  superior  lid 
with  the  palmar  point  of  your  finger  ;  should  this  fsil 
to  afford  relief,  as  where  emery  has  been  blown  upon 
AeJ  face  of  the  organ,  you  should  syringe  the  eye  by 
directing  a  stream  of  tepid  water  within  the  supeiior 
palpebral  sinus,  in  which  situation  the  lodgement  may 
have  taken  place  ;  or  you  may  instil  castor  oil  within 
the  eyelids;  steruntbries,, by  plentifully  irrigating  the 
surface  of  the  eyeball  and  its  appendages  with  tears,  are 
sometimes  a  successful  means  of  relief.  In  fact,  any 
6ht'  or  more  of  the  remedies  I  have  mentioned,  may  i)e 
selected  at  the  discretion  and  convenience  of  the 
practitioner. 

I  have  been  occasionally  called  upon  to  remove 
pieces  of  fine  wire,  grass,  or  spicOla  of  wood,  of  about 
one-eighth  to  one -third  of  an  inch  in  length,  lodged 
beneath  the  conjunctiva  oculi,'and  between  the  plica 
semilunaris  and  the  opposite  margin  of  the  cornea. 
They  are  embedded  in  the  fine  cellular  structure  which 
connects  the  conjunctiva  with  the  sclerotic.  You  naust 
not  attempt  to  extract  them  either  with  or  without 
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eolaiis^inent  of  the  wound  by  which  they  are  aocom- 
panied,  but  elevate  the  intruded  substanoe  with  a  pair 
of  fine  forceps,  and  excise  its  investing  membrane. 
The  conjunctiTa  may  be  freely  incised  and  excised, 
without  iqjory  to  the  eye»  of  which  we  had  abundant 
proof  during  "  the  squinting  mania." 

tTo  b*  ooatiniMd.] 


CASE  OF  AJOIUBISM  OF  THE  THGEACIC 
AOETA 

BURSTING  INTO  THE  TBACHEA,  SIMULATING 
CHBONIC  LABYNGITI8. 

By  WILLUM  henry  GOOCH,  M.D.,  Enm., 

TDTSICZAII  TO  TBI  KBIIT  AMD  OADTVSBVBT  ■OSFIf  AL. 


Tbk  subjoined  case  was  read  to  the  East  Kent  and 
Canterbury  Medical  Society,  and  is  an  instructive 
example  of  aneurism  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  which 
was  not  discovered  tluring  life,  but  produced  symptoms 
resembling  those  of  chronic  laryngitis. 

A  carpenter,  manried,  aged  44,  of  strumous  habit, 
middle  sized,  and  temperate, 'was  admitted  Sept.  20th, 
tSSO,  into  the  Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital..  It 
appeared  that  about  a  twelvemonth  previously.}^  fcU 
^om  the  top  of  a  house,  and  soon  afterwavda  spi^  a 
little  blood;  the  htemorrhage,  however,  did  not  iietvni* 
Four  months  afterwards  he  began  to .  compliui^  of  a 
sense  of  fulness  and  tenderness  about  the  uppor  part. of 
the  windpipe,  which  he  attributed  to  a  negjlected  CQ)d, 
as.  he  coughed  a  little  tct  the  time.  Nothing  was  done ; 
for  the  relief  of  these  symptoms  for  three  months  He 
was  then  blister^,  the  medical  attendant .  TOardjflg  jiis 
complaint  as^  inflavpiatbn  of  the  chest.  No  relief 
ensuing,  he  sought  admission  into  the  hospital.  He 
was  ^en  reserved  and  deeded,  and  much  wasted.  jHe 
complained  chiefly  of  a  sense  of  obstractaon  f)ebin4.>the. 
thyroid  cartilage,  with  tenderness  ai^^  aoreppss,  ifV.i^t 
situation  when  he  spoke  or  qopgfafed*.,  The  oougK^was 
hoarse,  and  often  shrilly  and  .at ,  tha  end  oj^.  e9ch,^t 
of  ooughing  the  breathing  bepame  ^extren)ely,jlwvi;\fd,, 
eqradally  at  nig^t,  so  tlmt.he  .CQold  sleep  bH|;,m^e., 
Hia  voice  was  hoane,  an^  some^imp^.  .^^llWWfe  iftP^ 
he  expectorated  a  scanty  frothy  mucus, .  ,       , ,  ..„ , , ,  ,^ 

Auscultation  disclosed  a  feeble  respiratory  m^f^or 
throughout  the  l^  Umff,  particularly  at  its  i^pex, 
without  riioncfaos.  The  vocal  resonance,  wa^  morbidly 
kmd,  and  the  sound  on  percussion  dull  anteriprlj  and 
posteriorly.  In  the  right  lung,  with  the  excep^n  of  a 
little  sibilous  rhonchus  in  the  upper  lobet  the  sounds 
heard  by  the  stethoscope,  and  percussion,  were  natuiyd. 
The  systole  of  the  heart  was  feeble,  but  the  sounds  and 
rhythm  were  healthy.  No  unnatural  arterial  pulsation 
was  discovered  anywhere.  The  pulse  was  84^  soft,  and 
weak.  The  appetite  was  impaired,  but. •the  tongoe 
looked  dean.  .    . 

Considerable  relief  was  afforded  by  cupping  lAi^e 
inter-scapular  region,  by  counter-ifritation  on  each  side 
uf  the  larynx,  and  by  mercurialsi  with  expectoranti  and 


sedatives.  Dyspnoea  was  alleviated,. and  sleep  secured, 
by  a  nightly  dose  of  chloroform.  Slight  oedema  of  tiia 
ankles  now  appeared,  but  with  that  exception  the 
patient  had  improved  and  gained  strength,  from  a 
nutritious  diet  and  cod-liver  oil,  when  soon  after  mid- 
night of  the  23rd  of  November  he  was  seized  with  a 
sudden  and  very  violent  fit  of  ooughing,  during  which 
an  enormous  quantity  of  blood  rushed  from  his  mouth, 
and  he  was  dead  in  an  instant.  A  slight  aggravation 
of  the  cough  had  been  noticed  for  a  few  days.before 
the  awful  event. 

PoMi-mortem  ejcitmiuMium  on  th$  ucond  dag  €fttr 
deaih.*— The  larynx  and  trachea  showed  no  marks  of 
diiMase.  The  right  lung  was  emphysematous,  and  did 
not  coUapse  when  the  chest  was  opened.  The  lung  at 
its  upper  part  was  adherent  to  the  costal  ple«ra  by  long 
bands  of  lymph,  both  anteriorly  and  posteriorly.  Several 
laige  red  patches  were  scattered  over  the  surfietce  of  the 
middle  and  lower  lobe,. which  condition  was  thought  to 
depen4  oa  the  entrance  of  blood  into  the  minfite 
division^  of  the  air  tubes,  several  small  coagula  being 
U^xffkd.,  in  the  larger  bronch^  The  /^  Umg  wa9.uai- 
Jlfim^  adherent  by  a  thick  firm  l^er  of  lymph, 
and  did  not  crepitate,  the  whole  of  its  tissue  from  apex 
to  base  being  in  a  state  of  grey  hepatization.  Three 
,qf  four  .cretaceous  deposits  were  fi>nnd,  of  the  size  of 
^t  a  gi«y  pea,  on  making  sections  of  the  lung.  The 
bronchial  ramifications  appealed  dilated,  and  their  lining 
n^embrane  thickeoed,  imd  intensely  injected.  The  peri- 
f^dium  contained  the  usnal  quantity  of  fluids  and 
^ptjeaai^ted  some  wiu|e  fibrinous-  .patches  on  the  suil»oe 
of  th^  right  ventride,  togethiBi;  with.ajdhesions  betireen 
tt^a  suj^Caoas  at  the  base,  around  the  great  vessels.  -  The 
^/^9fl^  was. somewhat  Jai^  but  its  cavities  and  valres 
yecfi^^iatqraL.  .,Th«>aQcta  presented  in  its  firat  portion 
patchea  o^  wbitw  thipkfning  of  the  inner  coat,  and 
(fSt^i^fllMt^ffs  diVMMits,  ^d  at  ^nom.thaa  one  sp$«  a 
,  qnop^scfibed  s^perfic^l.  dictation  of  the  coats  .had 
^ak^n.  pla(9Q, ,  Imanediai^  b^ond  the  leftaubclaitian 
|iftei7  ttoe  appen;^  #  U^e  ffpeoing,  that  would 
Diadl^jT  Admit  tha  f|pw-f  o^t  whic(«  communicated  irith 
r4i^ dpntrtfm,  of  the  si^  ,of.i^  small  orange;  it  was 
tsi^fyiMlr  between  ithe<  aorta  ivpud  trachea,  and  contained  a 
iinaf^U  kiose  niass  of  fibrin,  but  Jia4.  na  concentric 
idAfl9H)«»'  The  o^gs  of  ^he  ^w^  part  of  the  trachea 
If^  l^are  Jf»  the  p9sterior  wall  of  the  sac,  for  a  space 
,(9q^  to  the  circumference  of  a  sixpence.  At  this  spot 
t^Sfe.  were  two  distinct  openings  that  passed  into  the 
^chea  at  its  bifurcation,  one  of  these,  more  properly 
speaking,  led  into  the  commencement  of  the  right 
bronchus.  The  margins  of  these  openings  on  the 
tracheal  side  were  surrounded  with  tufts  of  lymph, 
adhering  pre^  firmly:  The  left  recurrent  nerve,  after 
passing  round  the  ooizesponding  bronchus,  became 
embedded  in  the  wall  of  the  aneurism.  The  glands 
between  the  bronchi  were  much  enlaiged,  and  filled 
with  a  hard  cretaceous  sabstanoe. 

,  In  reflecting  on  the  case  now  detailed,  one  cannot 
fail  to  be  struck  with  the  undoubted  relief  afforded  by 
the  treatment  to  the  more  urgent  symptoms,  at  the 
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same  tiine  that  the  aneuriimal  diaeaae  mwit  be  oon- 
Biderod  to  haTe  been  advancing.  Te  th«  odngestad  and 
hepatized  condition  of  the  Inngs  diagnosticated  during 
lile,  and  diBCOPvered  after  4eath>  «e  may  point  as  satia- 
fiwtorily-eaEplaSittng  this  apparent  anomaly. 

•Bat  the  great  praetical  lesson  whieh  the  ease  «ttggeBts 
has  Mfamnee  lo  diagnosis;  fresh  proof  is  afibrded  by  U 
of  the  •obaeurity  irhiob'  surrounds  the  progress  of 
aneurisms  alxrat  tilie  commencement  of  tiie  aortic  ardi. 
la  the  majority- of  instandes  the  symptoms  that  result 
firom  compression  of  the  surrofniding  organs,  offer  only 
eqmvocal  evidenoe;  it  remains  for  a  pulsating  tmaour^ 
or  a  sudden  arterial  hnmorriiage,  to  reveal  tbe  true 
nature  of  4he  alfeetion.  Sometimes^  indeed>  the  trachea, 
the  oesophagus,  or  the  reeiureyit  nerve,  sustain  such  im- 
pediBMQts  to  their  functions  from  pressure,  that  the 
diagnosis  is  not  s  matter  of  diffioolty.  On  the  other 
hand^  may  be  cited,  as  a  striking  contrast,  the  ease 
reoordedby  Mr.  Lavrrenoe  in  the  '^  Medioo^CUpurgical 
Tmasactions,''  Vol.  6,  where  an  aneurism  of  >  the  alroh 
of  the  aorta  s»  pressed  on  the  trschea  as  to  uioerateto 
linfeg  membraaev  and  y^ttiie  patient  did  not  ei^erienee 
any  dyspaeea^  death  arose  from  a  diiSBrent  caiuse,  tiAd 
the*  disoDvery  of' 'the  aneurism,  wMoh  was  small  and 
iilled  wHh  firm  laminated  eoagula,  was  quite  aoeidentirl. 

Laennec,  when  speaking  of  aneurism  of  the  thoradC' 
aoita^  remacks  t^^**  It  cannot  be.  known  with  dertainty 
till  it  shews  ftsrif  extemaUy  $  it  can  hssdly  be  suspected 
even  when-  it  compresses  some'toff^ortant  oi^gan  and 
greatly  deranges  ite  fnnctiena.'^ 

And  in  Mpportof  the  same  doctrine,  the  «>^  =o^  ^^ 
late  Mfu  liston  may  be  adduoed.  At  iirst,  it  will  be 
remembered,  his  symptoms  ^dre  Attributed  to  tabfrcular  < 
co&densatienof  tho  superior  Me^of  tiie  lUngs.  "It  was 
thought  ibubtfol  whether  the-  dyspiUoea •dependsd' oq) 
enlargement. of (ibe  bronchial-  gkmds^  or  on  aiieurisiiit  $ 
the  laiter  wtil;  only -suspected  by  the  •  dislilQgMslMd 
physicians  ktotteudattoe.  This  suspicion  proved  <to<  be 
cotreet,  for  a  &lse  aneurism  of  the' aorta  was  ibund'of- 
the  sise  of  an  munge,  whieb  had  burst  into  the  lisclM^ 
and, -of  course,  had  ledito^theooinoua  hvmoptysk-fiiat 
took  pkco'five  months  before  deatti/   *  »  ;    r  ^ 

In  the  Catalogues  of  the  Museum  of  ■the>Ro3rid 
C^lege  of  Surgeons,  and  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
three  cases  of  aneurism  pressing  on  the  iracheii  .are 
described,  in  two  of  w4nch  an  opening  was  madd  into 
the  trachea  to  relieve  the  symptoms* 


«  Tba  flnt  (No.  1M6,  ia  Cattfegne  Colki*  of  SwgeoM  MasMun, 
JUmdon,)  i«  described  as  anearism  of  the  posterior  and  upper  part  of 
the  arch  of  the  aorta,  attached  by  a  narrow  neck,  and  opening  into  ft  hj 
u  oval  movth*  half  aa  ineh  wide,  imnediataly  below  the  oiteln  of  Uie 
innominata.  The  sac  pressed  on  the  trachea  and  burst  into  its  front  part 
j  ost  above  the  biftircatioa,  by  a  small  irregalor  opening.  larya^ofMijr 
bad  ben  pexfcraoML  (pcobably  S»r  s^piwtoi  poiatitis  to  the  tevyM.) 

The  second  case  (VoL  1,  series  IS,  No.  69,  Catslo^e  St.  Bartholomew's 
Boapital  Mnsevm,  London,)  is  describe  as  aneurism  of  the  upper  part  of 
the  areb  of  the  aorta,  involving  the  arteria  innominata,  slightly  oon^- 
fjosning  the  trachea*  The  patient  was  supposed  to  have  cAroaie  aatkma  ,- 
to  relieve  suffocation'  the  traeAea  wu  opentd.  In  the  operation  a  large 
thywid  veia  wmaapanad,  and  the  patint  died. 

The  third  ease  (Vol  ),  series  18,  No.  18,  same  Catalogocb)  is  that  of 
aneurism  of  the  arteria  innominata  pressing  on  the  trachea.  The 
patient  waa  twenty  yean  old,  and  suttject  to  Su  of  dyspmaa*  and  ta  oaaof 
these  she  died.  The  canal  of  the  trachea  ia  slightly  narrowed  by  the 
pvesanre  of  the  innominata. 


In  the  instance  under  consideration,  the  absence  of 
all  physical  signs  indicative  of  disease  of  tiie  heart  or  its 
large  vessels,  the  eridence  of  solidification  in  the  left 
lung,  the  peculiar  character  of  the  voice  and  eough,  with 
other  symptoms,  led  to  the  inference  that  the  chief 
lesion  was  strumous  Uiryngitis,  probably  advanced  to 
the  ulcerative  stage,  (with  pre-existent  pneumonia.) 

Pos^-snorf sm  examination  corrected  the  error  by  dis- 
covering another  and  an  adequate  cause  of  the  affection 
of  the  throat,  in  the  fact  of  the  recurrent  nerve  beings 
involved  in  the  aneurismal  sac ;  while  the  condition  of 
the  left  lung,  and  the  position  of  the  aneurism,  explained 
the  paroxysms  of  difficult  breathing. 

It  is  right  to  add  that  a  suspicion  of  some  unusual: 
pressure  upon  the  recurrent  nerve,  like  that  which  would 
be  caused  by  enlarged  bronchial  glands,  had  been  ez-^ 
pressed  by  me  shortly  before  the  patient's  decease. 


ON  THE  VABIETIE8  OF  CRANIAL 
PRESENTATION. 

Bt  JOSEPH  GRIFFITHS  SWAYNE,  M.D.,  Lond., 

,  .  Uvtm  oil  0b9Mnt  Mtdieim*  a<  f  A«  Brittol  Medieal  SdkoaL 

'  Thb  relalSve  finequency  of  the  different  cranial  pre- 
sentations has  long  been  a  tfeaata  quesiio  between  tiie 
profiBSiors  Of  the  obstetric  art  in  France  and  Germany. 
The  Frenoh  accoucheurs  have  mostly  taken  one  side  of 
the  question,  and  the  6ermans*the  opposite :  whilst  the 
greats  number  of  our  own  countrymen  have  been  dis- 
posed to  adopt  the  views  of  the  llitter.  As  the  point  at 
issue  Is  one  Which'  is  of  seme  importance,  and  which 
even  thb  limited  experience  of  4ndiriduals  may  tend  in 
some  d^ee>to  fcttlC)  I  am  induoed  to  "bring  forward 
the  particulars  of  a  certain  number  of  cases,  which 

>  hatie  b«eti  c^ireftilly  ubteMl  for*  the  purpose.  In  so  • 
klohig  I  hav«  aviiited  myself  only  of  those  which  have 
falldtt  under  my  own  immediate  observation,  for  the 
motrt  part  in' private  t^riustice ;  and  have  refindned  from 
mdking  use  of  a  toonsidi^rable  nnmber  which  have  been 
atteifdM  bythe  pupils  of  i%e  Bristol  Medical  Sehoc^, 
under  my  superintendence;  because  the  desciimination 
pf  ths  varieties  of  cranial  presentation  usually  requires  a 
higher  degroe  of  the  '*  tactus  eruditos/'  than  can  reason- 
ably be  expected  in  those  who  are  yet  in  «to/«  jnypiOari, 
The  cases  I  Km  about  to  bring  forward  have  not  been 
selected,  but  have  been  taken  as  they  occurred,  and 
amount  in  all  to  286.  Tn  classifying  these  acoordmg  to 
the  presentation,  I  shall  only  refer  to  the  four  kinds  of 

<  cranio  presentation  whii:h  are  commonly  reoogniaed 
amongst  obstetric  authors.  In  the  first  of  these,  which 
is  the  ordmary  presentation  of  the  head,  the  occiput  of 
the  child  is  turned  towards  the  left  acetabulum  of  the 
mother's  pelvis ;  in  the  second,  it  is  towards  tiie  right 
acetabtdum ;  in  the  third)  towards  the  righl^acro-iliac 
synchondrosis ;  and  in  the  fourth,  towards  th<i  ^ptevo- 
iHac  synchondrosis.  The  two  first  of  tiiese  positi<Ris 
have  been  called  by  Velpeau  and  some  of  the  French 
authors,  the  occipito-anterior  positions,  because  in  them 
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the  occiput  is  placed  in  the  anterior  semi-circle  of  the 
pelvis ;  whilst  for  a  similar  reason  the  two  last  have 
been  called  the  occipito-posterior  positions.  The  other 
fonr  positions,  by  means  of  which  Baudelocqae  and 
others  make  out  the  list  of  eight  cranial  presenttitions, 
are  those  in  which  the  occiput  is  in  apposition  with 
the  symphysis  pubis,  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum,  or 
fhe  centre  of  one  or  other  ilium.  The  existence  of  such 
positions  has  been  denied  by  many  accoucheurs  of  the 
greatest  experience;  whilst  those  who  admit  them  allow 
that  they  are  exceedingly  rare.  1  have  never  met  with 
a  well-marked  case  myself,  and,  consequently  shall 
make  no  further  mention  oi  them,  as  I  cannot  speak 
from  experience. 

"With  respect  to  the  four  presentations  first  mentioned, 
all  asthors  are  agreed  as  to  the  great  frequency  of  the 
first,  which  is  the  ordinary  presentation  of  the  occiput 
towards  the  left  acetabulum.  But  there  is  great  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  the  comparative  frequency  of  the 
other  three,  especially  amongst  foreign  accoucheurs. 
Thus,  the  second  position,  or  that  in  which  the  occiput 
presents  towards  the  right  acetabulum,  is  regarded  by 
Baudelocqne,  and  nearly  all  the  French  authors,  except 
Dubois,  as  next  to  the  first'in  the  order  of  frequency; 
whereas  it  is  considered  by  the  late  Professor  Naegel^ 
and  some  of  the  German  writers  to  be  the  raieA  of  all. 
Madame  Boivin  describes  it  as  occurring  in  19  per  cent. 
of  her  cases,  and  Madame  Lachapelle  in  21  per  cent ; 
whereas  Naegel^  met  with  it  only  once  in  1210  cases. 
Most  of  our  own  accoucheurs  implicitly  believe  with 
Naegeld  in  the  rarity  of  this  presentation.  On  the 
other  hand.  Dr.  Simpson  has  met  with  256  cases  of  it 
in  668  cranial  presentations.  There  is  the  same  dis* 
crepfuicy  of  opinion  as  to  the  frequency  ,of  the  third 
position,  or  that  in  which  the  forehead  19  towards  the 
leffc  acetabulum.  Naegel^  and  Stoltz  consider  it  to  be 
the  commonest  after  the  first:  whereas  most  of  the 
Frendi  authorities  consider  it  to  be  rare,  and  place  it 
third  in  the  order  of  frequency.  Naegele  met  with  S59 
cases  in  1210,  or  29  per  cent.,  whilst  Madame  Boivin 
met  with  only  189  in  20,517,  and  Madame  Lachapelle 
164^in  22^243.  According  to  Dr.  Simpson  it  is  stiU 
more  rare,  fbr  he  met  with  only  one  case  in  ,G^. 
There  is  net  so  much  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
fourth  position,  or  that  in  which  the  forehead  is  towards 
the  right  acetajbulum.  Most  authors  consider  this  to 
be  the  least  frequent  of  the  two  occiplto->posterior 
positions;  but  this  opinion  is  by  no  means  universal, 
for  Dr.  Simpson  met  with  76  cases  of  this  position^ 
and  only  one  of  tho  third  in  a  total  of  668  cases #  And 
Dr.  Miller,  an  American  accoucheur,  who  has  lately, 
written  on  the  subject,  also  considers  it  to  be  much 
more  frequent  than  the  third. 

The  discrepancies  pointed  out  are  so  striking,  that  at 
first  sight  they  might  lead  to  the  belief  that  obstelxical 
statistics  may  be  made  to  prove  anything,  but  upon 
examination  it  will  be  found  that  tihese  differences  are 
more  apparent  than  real.  Thus  Naegele  considers  that 
nearly  all  the  presentations  of  the  head  in  tho  second 
{position  were  originally,  at  an  early  stage  of  the  labour, 
presentations  in  the  third  portion,  but  that  as  the 


labour  progressed  a  change  in  position  was  effected  by 
the  natural  efforts,  the  head  rotating  so  as  to  bring  the 
occiput  round  from  the  right  sacro-iliac  syndiondrosts 
behind  to  the  right  acetabulum  in  front,  which  he 
believes  to  be  the  natural  termination  of  presentattons  - 
in  the  third  position ;  and  he  thinks  that  from  this 
Change  having  been  oyerlooked,  the  second  positsQii 
came  to  be  considered  so  frequent  by  various  authon, 
because  what  were  really  examples  of  the  third  position 
were  set  down  as  belonging  to  the  second.  His  doc- 
trines have  been  generally  adopted  in  this  country ;  but 
in  France,  where  perhaps  greater  attention  has  been 
paid  to  the  mechanism  -of  parturition,  they  have  met 
with  some  opposition.  I  shall  endeavour,  as  much 
as  possible,  to  test  these  conflicting  views,  by  tiie 
cases  which  I  shall  bring  forward.  I  need  not  dwell 
upon  those  in  which  the  head  presented  in  the  first 
position,  'as  they  only  coofirm  what  has  been  aniver* 
sally  observed  as  to  the  great  frequency  of  that  position.^ 
In  247  oises  out  of  286,  or  neariy  7-8th8  of  the  wfaol* 
number,  the  head  presented  in  tikat  way.  I  ted' 
that  the  second  position  occurred  in  28  cases  out~of . 
the  286,  I  am  thus  led,  from  my  own  experienoe,  to 
cohkcade  with  most  of  the  French  authors  as  to  the 
much  .greater  frequency  of  the  aooond  than  of  the 
third  and  fourth  presentations. 

There  is  every  reason,  a  priori,  fbr  supposing  that 
the  second  presentation,  which  is  in  every  way  the  most 
similar  ta  the  first,  ^should  be  next  to  it  in  frequency ; 
and  therd is  every  reason  against  the  probabittty-of  its- 
being,  as  Naegele  considevs,  the  most  rare.  However, 
as  &cts  are  the  only  legitimate  argmnents  in  discussing 
such  a  question,  I  shall  edduee  one  or  two  oases  in 
which  there  oouid  not  be  ihe  slightest  doubt  that  this 
presentatko  was  the  original  one.  Ajocordmg  to 
Naegd^  the  turn  which  is  descr&ed  by  him  as*  changing 
the  third  intotiae  seeood  position,  is  not  eflfeeted  until 
the  head  is  fuUy  engaged  in  the  pebds, — ^nntil  (to  use 
his  words)  "it  experiences  tfaeresistanee  whidi  the 
inferior  part  of  the  pelvic  cavity  opposes  to  it.','  But 
in  two  of  my  own  cases  there  could-  not  be  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  head  was  in  the  second  position  when 
above^. the  brim.  In  one  of  theee  <Nq.  116,)  ii^wse 
necestaET)  to  perform  craniotomy,  on  account  of  p^vic 
defbomityii  which  prevented  the  head  from  entering  the. 
cavity  of  the  pelvis.  The  head  was  drawn  through  tiie 
pelvis,  and  delivered  in  the  position  in  which.it  pre- 
sented,— ^viz.,  with  the  occiput  towards  the  right  ace- 
tabulum .  In  another,  (No.  272,)  which  happened  lately, 
the  head  remained  so  high  above  the  brim,  even  when 
the  08  uteri  was  fully  dilated,  as  to  be  out  of  reach  by 
an  ordinarfexamination^  the  only  part  to  be  felt  was 
one  of  the  hands.  Expecting  an  arm  presentation,  I 
introduced  my  hand  into  the  vagina,  for  the  purpose  of 
turning,  if  necessary,  and,  in  so  doing,  ruptured  the 
membranes.  I  was  then  able  to  feel  the  head  high 
above  the  pubes  in  the  second  position,  in  which  position 
it  descended  into  the  pelvis  after  the  hand  had  been 
pushed  up,  and  remained  until  it  was  expelled.  These 
instances  alone,  although  but  2  out  of  286,  show  a 
greater  per  centage  of  the  second  position  than  the  cases 
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of  Nftegel^,  wlio  only  records  1  ia  1210.  But  in  bj 
far  the  greater  oumber  q£  the  28  caies  which  I  have 
noted,  I  examined  SMnatel/  at  an  early  stage  of  the 
laboor,  when  the  head  was  hig]h»  and  before  the  mem- 
Imuiies  were  raplored,  without  uf,  any  instance  detecting 
that  thk  poeitioo  waa  the  result  of  a  change  from  the 
tbird. 

My  >own  eayerienco  with  regard  to  the  relative  fre- 
quadcyoC  the  third  and  fourth,  or  occipito-posterior 
petitions  does  .not  agree  r^ith  t^  statistics  which  are 
usually  given*  ,Tbe  thii)d  p^tjou  is  generaUy  con- 
sidered to  be  mueh  the  most  frequent;  but  in  my  own 
cases  there  were  on)f  three  instances  of  this,  and  eight 
of  the!ldiiith.'  This xesuU,  however,  is  not  singular; 
•a  in  Dr.  Simpson's  oa/Ms  the  difference  between  the 
two  is  atiU  greater.  Out  of  Q€8  cases  ^e  met  with  76 
of  the  fourth  and  only  oqe,,of  t|ie  third  position.  Pr. 
Millitr^  the  Obstetiii;  P^cofessor  in  the  University  of 
Louisville,  U.S.,  (wiiose  work  has  lately  been  reviewed 
in  the  Britith  and  Foreign  MedicO'Chirtargical  Review  J ) 
has  met  with  the  same  result;  for  he  remark^: — "I 
find  by  reference  to  my  note-book  that  the  fourth  posi- 
tion has  occurred  in  my  notes  pftener  than  the  third, 
but  both  together  ieas  frequently  than  the  second." 

TIm  third  peeition,4«,  I  j^ei^furked.  before,  has  been 
couwdered  by  Naegel^  and  also,  by  iP'i^by,  and  other 
Ei^liah' wntevs*  to, be  mi^cb  lowt^  frequent  than  the 
second ;  and  the  cause  whid^  tl^ey  aUcge  for  tjie  reputed 
frequency  of  the  second  is,  that  in  nearly  all  the  cases 
of  the  second  position  the  head  originally  presented  in 
the  third  position,  but  that  t^iis  circumstance  was  not 
noticed  by  those  in  A^tftenfteqer.  '  From  th^.  reason 
which  they  astlgu  oner  ^inoiuld  be  led  to  believe  that  the 
diagi^is  o|  tl^  thu*d  and  fourth  positions  was  a  difficult 
matter  at  the  commencement  of  labour ;  b\it  t^is  does 
not  accord  at  all  with  my~own  experience.  I  have  in 
geA^raT  had  lio  ^diffioulty dtf  \dll|»iigu^hi|)g;  tjb^^s^  yP''^* 
sentations,  before  the  naaanbranes  are  ruptured,  and 
even  before  tbe.oa  uteri.ia  dil«M»  by  noticing  a  pecu- 
liarity in  the  shape  rafd  positLop.,of  tbe  OS  uteri,  which, 
as  Isr  aa  2  know,  df.  not  de8cribe4  in  any  bpok  on 
midwifery.  The  peculiarity  I  allude  to  consists  ,in  a 
depreasion  of  the  posterior  Up  of  the  os  u^ii,  and  an 
elevution  of  thai  anterior  lip,  dependent  on  the  position 
of  the  child's  head.  In  ordinary  labour  the  child's 
head  is,  at  the  commencement  of  the  labour,  flexed 
upon  its  body;  but  during  its  progress  the  head  becomes 
still  more  flexed  by  t^e  chin  approaching  still  nearer  to 
the  sternum.  The  result  of  this  is,  that  the  posterior 
half  of  the  chUd's  head  is  much  lower  than  the  anterior. 
Consequently,  in  the  occipito-anterior  presentations, 
the  occiput  being  in  front  preisses  upon  the  anterior 
lip  of  the  OS  uteri,  and  depresses  it  much  below  the 
level  of  the  posterior  lip.  But  in  occipito-posterior 
presentations  the  reverse  takes  place;  the  occiput  being 
behind  depresses  the  posterior  below  the  anterior  lip. 
Henoe  the  shape  and  position  of  the  os^  on  making  a 
vaginal  examination,  appear  to  be  very  different  from 
that  which  we  ordinarily  find.  In  ordinary  cases  the 
finger  passes  but  a  slight  distance  into  the  angle>  or 
cul  de  sac,  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  vagina  and 


th^  anterior  lip  of  the  os.  (See  fig*  1 .)  But  in  the 
occipito-posterior  positions  the  finger  passes  hi^  up 
behind  the  pubes  into  the  cul  de  sac  just  mentioned^ 
which  in  this  case  forms  an  acute  angle,  as  i ft  the  fint  it 
formed  an  obtuse  angle.    (See  fig,  2.)    At  theiame  time. 

Fig,  /. 


Fig,  IL 


the  posterior  lip,  and  even  the  entire  os,  is  unusually 
low  in  the  pelvic.  From  noting  this  cuncumstance  I 
have  been  able  to  detect  these  presentations  at  an  early- 
period  of  the  labour,  and  have  found,  as  a  general  rule, 
that  the  head  does  not  make  the  turn  which  Naegel^ 
and  others  describe  as  the  ordinary  course  of  eventB* 
That  it  does  so  sometimes  is,  nevertheless,  quite  certain* 
In  one  of  my  eight  cages  of  the  fourth  position  it  wms 
very  evident.  In  this  case,  as  soon  as  the  membranes 
were  ruptured  ^e  anterior  fontanelle  was  felt  just 
behind  the  right  branch  of  the  pubes,  and  the  right  ear 
behind  and  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  symphysb.  After- 
wards, as  the  head  descended,  the^ear  could  be  distinctly 
felt  during  each  pain  to  recede  from  this  position  and 
come  rjound  to  the  right  side  of  the  symphysis,  and  peas 
backwards  almost  out  of  reach,  until  at  last  the  heed 
was  expelled  with  the  occiput  towards  the  left  thyroid 
foramen.      Immediately  upon  its  expulsion  it  regained 
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its  former  position,  with  the  forehead  in  front,  and 
looking  towards  the  right  acetabulum. 

A  short  time  age  I  witnessed  a  similar  change  of 
position  in  a  rather  difficult  case  of  labour  wliich  was 
attended  by  one  of  my  pupils,  and  in  which  the  fore- 
iMad  was  originally  towards  the  right  acetabulum. 
But  in  all  the  other  cases  of  the  third  and  fourth 
position,  amounting  in  all  to  ten,  no  such  turn 
took  place,  but  the  forehead  of  the  child  continued 
throughout  the  labour  in  the  anterior  semicircle  of 
of  the  pelvis.  But  yet  in  all  these  delivery  was  easily 
effected  by  the  natural  powers,  notwithstanding  that 
"tile  bead  was  placed  in  what  is  generally  considered  ant 
iin&TOurable  position.  So  unfavourable  an  opinioti 
had  some  of  the  older  writers  r^pectiog  the  third 
and  fourth  positions  that  some  of  them  considered 
delire^  impossible  whilst  the  hqad  was  so  placed. 
Ijene^  Capuron,  and*  Bandelooqne  maintained  that 
the  forceps  was  always  required  to  finish  such 
labour,  unless  either  the  child  was  unusually  small 
or  the  pelvis  unusually  large.  Nor  are  these  views 
peculiar  to  the  older  writen.  Blundell,  who  was 
generally  so  averse  to  meddlesome  midwifery,  never- 
theless thought  that  the  assistance  of  art  was  neces- 
sary in  these  cases.  The  necessity  of  interference 
was  still  more  strongly  insisted'  on  by  Dr.  J.  Clark,  of 
Dublin,  and  also  by  Dewees,  who  went  it}  far  as  to 
observe,  that  a  man  is  **  incompetent  to  practise  mid-' 
-wifery  in  its  best  manner  who  cannot  detect  and  change 
this  malposition  of  the  head,  and  thus  abridge  by 
several  hours  the  misery  and  pain  of  his  patient.'^ 
Sadi  opioioQS,  however,  were  not  universal  even 
amongst  the  old^r  accoucheurs ;  for  Maurioeau,  Smellicj 
and  Denma9,  fr^late  cases  19  w^MiCi'' Hie  labours  ter- 
minated favoumbly  bt^e  «atttBi)^'i|!tfrts  when  the  heaci 
was  in  this  p#ki(»iv.  Amongtt  faodem  aathorities|' 
Dnges  and  Velpta^'give  imAKhccB  in*  m}rith.  unusually 
iarge  chfldne^w^' expelled  in  tMs  manner*  Ngtwith- ' 
atandiog,  inmost  wDckS  oii-yyvifery  tit  .the  preseni 
time,  these  presenta^tions  ar9  classed  amongst  the  mal- 
tpoeitions  of  the  cUIld  as  c^uie^  of  difficult  labour,  and 
it  is  recommended 'that  the  position  pf  the  child's  head 
should  be  altered,  if  possible.  Ky  own  experience  by 
no  means  confirms  this-'rie^,  as  in  all  the  cases  I  bbve 
noted,  the  labour  was  very  little,  if  at  all,  more  tedious 
than  in  an  ordOMry  presentation,  although  I  allowed 
tiie  forehead  to  contime  in  the  ante^qr  i^emipircle.  tn 
one  of  these  (2&2)  it  wsfl  necessary  ti^  ideUyerwith  the 
forceps,  on  account  of  cOnvulsionB,  .but  not  because  th^ 
labour  was  protraeted* 

I  am  led  f^om  this  to  conc^uder  that  tbe  diffi- 
culties which  are  said  to  attend  such  positiciDs  -  are 
more  theoretical  than  praetieal,  and  that  many  persons  | 
bare  been  led  to  believe  in  them,  from  making  001^', 
parisons  of  dried  pelves  and  crania, .  ^nd  measurin|i; 
-die  several  axes  aiid  diameters^  without^  making 
aUowanoe  for  the  yery  great  alteratioi^  which  may 
take  place  in  the  Sh*pe  ol  a  child's  head  during 
labour,  and  by  means  of  which  it  becon^es  mpulded  to 
^e  canal  which  it  has  to  traverse.  Thus  it  has  been 
stated,  that  in  consequence  of  its  shape  being  more 


square,  the  forehead  does  not  adapt  itself  so  well  as  the 
occiput  to  the  arch  of  the  pubis,  as  the  head  clears  the 
outlet  of  the  pelvis ;  without  considering  how  materially 
that  shape  may  be  altered  by  the  overlapping  of  the 
frontal  bones  at  thehr  s/ititure.  It  has  been  likewise 
stated,  that  at-  the  boment  of  expidaion  the  perineum 
is  put  much  more  oh  the  stretch,  and  is  In  more  danger 
of  rupture,  becbus^'the  oiccit>ieo-&oiitai  diameter  of  the 
child's  head  (t^hibh  in  iiuiQ  ooeipilo-anierioii  psesenta- 
tion,  is  in  relation  with  the  antero-posterior  diameter 
of  the  pelvic  outlet;)  is,  much  longer  than  the  traclielo- 
bregmatic  Which  Ifr  in'  appdsitRMi  wMi  it  in  onUnary 
cases^  Here  again  ito  aocxtunt  4a  taken- of  the.  great 
capabflity  which  the  oceipttO'^'frcmtal  diameter  has  of 
being  lessened  by  the  bvertappiHg  6f  the  parietal  and 
frontal  bones  at  the  corontd  suture.  In  fast,  in  all 
these  instances  of  ocdpito-posterior  pveseotations,  I 
Kaye  noticed  that  this  shortening  ttotmHy  takiBs.ipIaise 
tp  a  grei^t  extent,  so'  tbiat  the  head  is  at  first  so  much 
altered  in  shape  as  to  be  nearly -round  §  whereas  in  the 
oocipito-anterior  presentations  the  'head  becomes  mate- 
rially^ lehgChen^,  etspe^Yy  whlfn  the  labour,  is  at  aU 
protracted.  In  the  II  ca^es  '1  have  noted  of  occipito- 
posterior  positions,  the  perineum  did  Hot  reoove  the 
slightest  injury,  nor  did  it  seem  to  be  more  on  the 
stretch  than  usual.  From  these  observations  I.  am  led 
to  cooclilde,  that  under  loi^inaiy  eircnmsflanoes  the 
Qccipito-posteHor  prfit^iittaholte  'vequire  •  nd  afflificial 
assistarice;  fttid  that,  «te  a'genearal  rule,  the  ^pomen  of 
nature  are  suffib^t  to  aceomplish  delivery  safely  isi  tny 
caies  of  vertex  presctrtatloft."  ■  • '  •  •  '  .  >  >.  . 
■'      ^•^--  •        -   .      .       -        .n  t    -7..  . 


i^hn. 


feNOllMOUS  ACCUllfUL/ATlON  OF  FLUiP  IN 

"■•''  •    'AN  OVI^RIAN'CYOT'-      •.       ... ,- 

Ry,H»  CQpPEtf,  ?sa.,  M.t).,  Loin.,  HtnLt.     . 


'^h'th^  Bdii'Oiihtlf'^if^PiromHoiQlt  M^^icai  and.  Sjisrgical 

nJ&mmaL* 

Srii;— The  foll6^*ftig  cteflf  'Oddorred  In  the  pvactioe  of 

my  friend',  Mr.  DciitOn,  of  Horaflsa^  near  tliis  place, 

and^was  seeh  by  mc  occasionsilly  in  oonsultation.      At 

liis  request  I  g^Hd  you  th6  iWlowing  notes,  "whidi  may 

prove  oif  interest,  as  showing  the  enormous  aceumula- 

'  tion  which  may  take  place  gradually  in  the  proximity 

of*  important  organs,  without  producing  any  injurious 

effects,  except  those'  of  mediunical  pressure  ;  and  the 

facility  and  safety  vrith^hiel^hese  large  amounts  may 

be  withdrawn  by  tapping,  v*Wi  proper  precautions. 

'Ann  Russell,  aged  B4,  unmarried,  of  spare  habit, 
Wry  active  and  energetic,  ten  years  ago,  while  papering 
^a  room,  overstretdbod  herself,  and  was  immediately 
conscious  of  some  internal  injury.  Shortly  afterwards 
'she  felt  a^'fuhiess  on  the  right  side,  which,  without  any 
interference  with  her  general  health,  and  with  only 
mechanical  inconvenient,  has  gone  on  increasing  up  to 
the  present  date,  Nov.  28,  185L  Her  condition  is 
now  as  follows  c-^The  abdominal  distemlen  is  extreme ; 
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the  girth  round  the  ombUicas  is  four  feet  eleven  inches, 
and  the  enlargement  being  nearly  globular  giyes  the 
flame  meesnrement  in  every  direction ;  the  akin  is  tense 
and  brighti  and  being  stretched  to  the  ntmost,  the 
slightest  touch  on  one  side  of  the  abdomen  is  trans- 
mitted to  the  other  with  singular  distinctness;  veins 
the  size  of  the  little  finger  traverse  the  abdomiaal 
tumour,  and  there  is  great  evertion  of  the  cartilage  of 
•tile  ribs;  excessive  oedema  in  the  lower  extremities, 
the  skin  of  which  has  given  way;  breathlessoess  on 
flonptioQy  orthopnoea,  and  almost  total  suppression  of 
«rine,  withontaUniminuria,  are  also  present.  She.has 
frequent  attacks  of  syncope,  with  sense  of  approaching 
■uffocation.. 

Mr»  I>enton  tpok  tki#  aftecnoon*  with  a  lazge-sized 
trocar,  aghHy4hree  in^erial  pints  of  a  dark  turbid 
fluid  at  one  tapping.  Faintness  frequently  obliged  us 
to  arrest  the  fiow>  and  to. give  stimnlants;  and  great 
atteation  was  required  to  the  bandages^  particularly  an 
extra  one  coii4>res8ing.the  hjpochondrium,  from,  which 
she  experienced  the  greatest  relief.  The  fluid  was  not 
of  high  specific  gravity,  and  not  at  all  gluey,  though 
«f  a  dark  chocolate  colour,  as  if  coloured  by  decom- 
posed blood, 

A)fter.the  opention  the  abdomuMd  parietes  subsided 
in  huge  folds,  giving  to  the  hand  the  in^>ression  of  a 
cyst  very  muoh  thickened^  but  not  painful  when 
grasped.    .  ,    ,  > 

Referring  to  the  records  of  similar  cases  witUn  my 
reach,  I  find  only  one  in  which  an  equal  quantity  of 
fluid  was  taken  at  one  operation;  and  firom  the  date  of 
the  communication  I  presume  the  old  measurement, 
and  not  the  imperial,  would  be  employed.  In  the  few 
other  cases  reported  of  anything  approaching  this 
quai)tity  being. removed,  it  has  been  done  at  several 
tappingps^  and  will,  therefore,  have  accumulated  in  the 
intervals. 

I  learn  that  ^e  patient  has  done  well  up  to  the 
date  of  this  letter;  apd  that  there  \6  no  very  distinct 
evidence,  as  yet,  of  reaccumuUtion  of  fluid. 

I  remain.  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  COOPER, 

HnlU  December  30,  1$51. 


Mb^M  %tptt^. 
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■GASES  ^ 

Reported  under  the  Terms  proposed  by  the  Association. 
By  Scsutaiqb. 

Litpus, 

Sarah  Rebves,  aged  13,  admitted  under  the  care 

'of  Mr.  Knowles,  March  1 3th,  1850.    As  long  back  as 

three  years  before  the  date  of  admission  this  patient 

began  to  be  troubled  with  a  sensation  of  itching  on  the 


inner  side  of  the  left  ala  nasi.  In  a  short  time  an 
eruption,  which  appears  to  have  been  of  an  eczematous 
character,  appeared,  commencing  from  that  part,  and 
passing  thence  gradually  over  the -greater  part  of  the 
left  cheek  and  some  portion  of  the  right,  the  child's 
general  health  at  the  same  time  continuing  good. 
Numerous  applications  were  made  use  of,  both  witli 
and  without  medical  authority,  but  in  spite  of  thece 
means  the  fsce  continued  bad,  and  the  ale  of  the  noee 
were  evidently  being  destroyed  by  the  insidious  disn- 
tegration  or  '*  eating  away*'  of  the  disease,  as  the 
mother  not  unaptly  termed  it. 

Upon  admission  the  same  state  was  observed,  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  left  ala  nasi  being  lost. 
The  diseased  part  presented  appearances  of  two  kinds, 
either  red  shining  integument,  from  which  a  trana- 
parent  discharge  was  constantly  oozmg,  in  minute  drops, 
or  concretions  of  the  same  nature  being  the  character- 
istics. Appetite  reported  good,  and  all  the  functions 
r^;ular.  Menstruation  not  yet  estfibUshed.  The  light 
hair,  the  transparent  complexion,  and  pearly  oozgunctiva^ 
showed  her  to  be  of  an  eminently  scrofulous  diathesis^ 
and  OB  inquiry  it  was  found  that  she  inherited  the 
taint  from  her  father.  Hab.  PU.  Hydrarg.  Chlor. 
Qornp^  j^y  omni  nocte. — R.  Po.tass.  lodid.,  scr.  j.  \ 
Decoct.  Sarsae.  Comp.,  oss.  Sumat.  oz.  j.  ter  die.— - 
R.  Calom«,  dr.  j*;  Ung.  Picis.  Nig.,  oz.J.  Misce  et 
ap.  bis  die  part,  affect.^ 

201h. — Continue  medicine. 
,  28tb. — No  change.    Continue  medicine* 
April  15th. — No  change.    Continue  medicine* 
20th. — There  being  still  little  change  the  medicines 
were  altered,  and  she  took  the  preparation  known  as 
Donovan's  solution,  as  in  the  following  prescription : — 
R.  Sol.  Don.,  dr.  j. ;  Decoct.  Sarsse.  Comp.4  oss.  Sumat. 
Qz.  j.  ter  die. — Ap.  Ung,  Hydrarg.  Nit.  Oxid.  bis  die. 

May  lst.-?rRemain^  jnuch  as  before.  Continue 
^edidne. 

,  9th. — The  face  looks  jlryer,  and  is,  if  anything, 
,  better.    Continue  medicine. 

25th« — Seems  mudi    about  the    same.      Continue 
medicine.    Ad.  Mist.  dr.  j.  Sol.  Donovan. 
,  June  1st. — Improved.    Hab.  dr.  iy.  vice  dr.  ij.  Sol. 
Donovan  in  mist. 

2l9t. — About  the  same.  Continue  medicine. 
.  .  29th.— She  nfkw  left  the  hospital  evidently  benefitted 
by  the  treat^neot,  the  face  looking  less  red*  and  dryer. 
She  continued  her  medicines  as  an  out-patient,  and 
attended  during  the  month  of  July  and  part  of  .August, 
still  going  on  with  the  same  medicines  and  application. 
She  had  then  become  much  better,  and  discontinued 
attendance  until  the  summer  of  1851,  when  she  again 
made  her  appearance  as  an  out-patient  for  a  short 
time,  and  was  again  benefitted  by  arsenic,  taken  in  the 
form  of  Fowler's  solution.  From  some  domestic  cir- 
cumstances, however,  she  was  unable  to  continue  as  a 
patient,  and  we  saw  no  more  of  her  until  November 
14th,  1851,  when  she  was  again  admitted  as  an 
in-patient. 

On  admission  the  girl  was  observed  to  be  much 
grown,  and  menstruation  had  been  established,  without 
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any  attendant  suffering ;  she  still,  however,  retained  the 
acrofnloiu  aspect,  and  her  mind  seemed  more  affected 
by  the  disfigurement  than  it  had  heretofore  been.  The 
disease  remained  somewhat  in  the  same  state,  but 
appeared  more  inctined  to  attack  the  deeper  structures, 
and  some  portion  of  the  upper  lip  was  also  now  lost ; 
thtte  was,  likewise,  more  discharge,  and  more  resembling 
pus.  AU  the  functions  natural.  She  aow  had.  ten 
grains  of  pitch  three  times  daily,  and  applied  poultices 
to  the  ince,  to  bring  away  the  concreted  discharge. 
This  being  effected,  an  ointment  of  the  sulphuret  of 
potassium  was  applkd  for  some  time,  but  without  any 
amendment ;  the  pitch  dose  was  then  increased  to  fifteen, 
And  subsequently  to  twenty  grains,  and  an  ointmenti 
composed  of  one  ounce  of  lard,  and  fifteen  grains  of 
iodnret  of  sulphur  used.  The  ointment  was  afterwards 
increased  to  double  the  strength,  but  failed  in  producing 
any  decided  result. 

In  the  month  of  December  she  had  the  01.  Aselli  in 
Jaiige  doses,  and  took  that  until  the  beginning  of 
Januaiy,  1852,  when  she  again  left  the  hospital  for 
cfaaoge  of  air,  more  benefitted  by  the  latter  medicine 
than  by  an  prior  treatment.  She  has  not  returned  to 
the  hospital  up  to  the  present  time,  February,  1852. 

Upon  the  patient's  first  admission  into  the  hospital 
it  was  easy  to  diagnose  a  case  of  lupus  of  a  niild 
diaracter,  and  also  to  prognosticate  that  difficulty  woui(f 
probaMy  be  found  in  devising  any  means  of  relief  f^Hm 
the  disfigurement,  both  of  which  points  were  touche^ 
upon  by  Mr.  Knowles  in  some  remarks  made  to  th^ 
-ehus  at  that  time.  Lupus  is  essentially  a  disease  Which 
belongs  to  the  tubercular  class  ;  and  most  observers, 
among  whom  Mons.  Biet  is  prominent,  distinguish 
three  varieties  of  the  complaint : — Ist,  lupus  in  which 
the  ulcerative  process  destroys  principally  in  depth ; 
2nd,  that  fn  which  the  destruction  and>cicatrization  do 
not  produce  any  open  ulceration,  but  are  accompanied 
by  hypertrophy  of  the  skin* ;  3rd,  lupus  which  spr^iids 
-chiefly  superficially.  Others,  however,  make  but  two 
divisions  of  the  disease : — the  lupiis  exedens,  or  noli 
me  tangere ;  and  the  herpes,  or  lupus  non  exedens.  lb 
seems,  however,  that  there  are  many  ulcerations  having 
many  of  the  characters  of  hipus,  which  cannot  bo 
definitely  classed  under  either  of  these  divisions,  and  of 
such  a  kind  seems  to  be  the  case  reported.  It  most 
agrees  with  that  form  described  by  Biet  as  superficial 
lupus,  and  yet  it  steadily  went  on  from  month  to 
month,  and  from  year  to  year,  destroying  the  nose  and 
lip  of  the  patient.  From  consideration  of  this  and 
other  cases,  it  seems  that  all  kinds  of  lupus  might  be 
claflsed  under  three  heads — viz.,  that  affecting  the  deep 
parts,  that  affecting  the  cutis  vera,  and  that  affecting 
the  cuticle.  In  the  case  in  point  the  disease  seemed  to 
confine  itself  to  the  true  skin.  A  division  of  this 
kind  is  not  merely  of  a  scientific  nature,  but  has  prac- 
tical bearings  which  are  of  great  importance  as  regards 
the  treatment  to  be  enforced,  should  the  disease  attack 
the  deeper  parts.    No  heroic  measures,  as  the  arsenical 

*  Probablj  analogous  to  lipoma. 


paste,  &c.,  can  with  safety  be  adopted;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  shotdd  the  disease  be  diagnosed  as  super- 
ficial, there  is  no  reason  why  such  an  application  should 
not  be  made  use  of,  and  the  patient  obtain  the  benefit 
consequent  on  the  destruction  of  the  diseased  parts. 

The  case  reported  well  exemplifi^  the  obstinacy  of 
the  disease ;  medicines  and  applications,  although  per- 
severed with  to  a  very  great  extent,  having  but  little 
control  over  if,  although  it  must  be  confessed  some 
improvement  was  occasionally  manifested.  The  fire- 
quency  with  which  the  complaint  is  met  with,  (bmbxned 
with  the  scroftiiouB  habit,  pdnts  to  its  constitatioQal 
origin,  and  the  good  which  resulted  from  the  use  of  . 
the  codJlver  oil  bears  out  such  remark.  In  the  Lancet 
of  June  14th,  1851,  some  cases  are  spoken  of  where 
very  great  benefit  was  produced  by  the  use  of  the  same 
agent.  No  doubt  the  good  effect  is  attributable  to  the- 
iodine  present,  which  substance  has  also  been  used  as 
an  external  application,  and  is  recommended  as  such 
bf  th'i  Houghton,  in  the  "  Cyclopoedia  of  Practical 
Medicine."  Almost  everything  has  at  one  time  or 
0th6r  been  used  in  this  dis^ise'.  Biet  used  ioduret  of 
sulphur,  which  in  this  case  did  no  good.  Bateman 
Recommends  chloride  of  barytes  formerly,  though  efi« 
cacious  in  all  scrofulous  affections.  Sir  Astley  Cooper 
used  an  ointment  of  sulphur  atid  arsenic ;  aad  Dnpuytren 
one  of  calomel  and  arsenic.  Dr.- Ure*  recommends  iSbo 
chloride  of  tint.  And  the  nitric  acid  is  said  to  have 
been  used  with  success  by  Cloquet.  Blistering,  nitrate 
BIT  Sliver,  potassa  fusa,  and  every  caustic  applicatioot 
have  liad  their  advocates,  while  othiera  have  extolled 
such  remedies  as  the  galtuki  sparine,  the  anthemia 
nobdls,  the  mountain '  ffAx,  and  oti^er  Ycmedies  of 
reputed  efficacy  'in  cfeansing  and  puri^ng  the  blood  of 
peccant  fluids ;  or,  in  the  tai\guage  of  tbe  village  doctress, 
fh)in  **  foul  whomurs."  When  it  is  determined  to  use 
any'caiistic  apph'cation,  with  the  view' of  the  destruetion 
of  the  part,  the  rule  laid  down  by  Cooper  shbuld  be 
'adhered  to, — viz;,  not  to  destroy  more  than  the'  extent 
6f  a  shilling  at  one  time ;  for,  6ays  this  iuthority,  "the 
paste  (arsenic)  requires  pallicular  caution,  l^ss  the 
patient  be  poisonfed  by*  it;  atid,  nioreivel*,*ft  is  liable  to 
brmg  6n  erysipelas  of  the  face."  Should,  however,  it 
bo  determined  to  apply  such  a  remedy,  it  should  be 
done  effectually;  and  if  there  be  any  return  of  the 
ulcerative  action,  the  remedy  should  be  applied  again.* 
This  mode  of  treatcD(ent)  therefbrei  ^  ,mare  applicable 
to  lupus  in  its  earlier  stages,  before  it  spreads  to  such  • 
an  extent  as  to  render  the  application  dangerous. 

Injuries  of  the  Knee-Joint. 

Emma  Robikson,  agjed  14,  was  admitted  into  the 
Queen's  Hospital,  August,  1851,  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Knowles,  having  the  day  before  fallen  down  and  hurt 
her  knee.  On  exammation,  that  part  was  found  . 
to  be  immensely  swollen,  much  inflamed,  and,  oC 
course,  exquisitely  tender,  when  touched  or  put  to  the 
slightest  motion.      There  was  a  wound  on  a  level  with 


*  JS«e  Dr.  Ure  on  Lvpue.    Medinl  Octette,  Vol.  ztiiL—Walshe, 
Cit ,  p.  S4S. 
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and  internal  to  the  patella;  and  upon  using  the  probe 
to  ascertain  if  a  dark-looking  snbstanoe,  obscurely 
Tisible  just  within  the  woundi  was  a  foreign  body,  it 
itruck  against  something  hard,  which  being  laid -hold  of 
by 'ft  small  pair  of  fbroeps,  waff  with  difficulty  estMuAed,' 
ftnd  proved  to  be  a  nail  an  inch  and  a  half  in:  fangtii* 
with  A.  nnaU  hendf  saeh  as  is  luadd  Cor  nailing  down 
flv^iring.  •  Af  co^derabl^,  dfi|gree  of  force  v^as  i^qffisite 
Co  f^trucj^  th^  nail;  and  this  was  followed  by  a  flow  of 
r^oyi^  fluid,  evidencing  that  the  nail  had  pierced  its 
secreting  membran^,  and, 'therefore,  opened  tile  caVify 
of  thts  }oM, '  Th6re  was  tik»  oondd^rtAle  <x>nstiifitiotiaI'' 
diatbrtmdbe'prtMnt;  tb&  pulse  ebuntiitg  llO^thaisloii 
hot;,  attd  ganehd  ^resUeamcm  ^nd  IrriUbility.  JM 
Umb  W48  kept  pezfeatly  quiet,, by  mqans  of  a  |g|itt^ 
p^rcha.G^lpt  nndemokth^  and  warm  medicated  foment- 
ations  assiduously  applied,  while  she  had  five  grains  of 
.  calomel  immediately,  and  a  black  draught  iti  four  hotirs 
afceVwar'ds.      ''''••.  ..<-i-fM' 

t^  Met  diy  Ihe  llihb'#as  fMind  to  be  stil)  rnneii' 
^B#on«D  r  she'hIidrKhio  had  figorsiand  oompteiQedpiMA 
of.  throbbing)  in<  ftb9<  ,ikHgU)eui|fapod  of  1^.  joipt^  ^  bfit 
t|^^re.^$s,^9  ^ifffing  away  of  synovial  fluid.  The, 
b^;^ebJ\ad  be^  ^ell  moved,  but  tlie  pulse  remained  as 
high  as  110.  Twelve  leeches  were  now  applied  to  the 
joint,  and  one  drachm  of  magneaiK  sulpha^  and'llhe' 
eighth  6^  a  ghiih'bf  faktar  emede'otdei'ed  every  (bti#' 
l^MR^.  '  ^Tbe  nett  day'an  abBce«'wa«  opened/  wftddki 
appcMred  to  £iavelaiwQdt  external  tothe  joint  >««^  tho 
isBor  4id^,  of  therpatellaf  and  a  large  quantity,  of .  po^ 
w;fia  QYH^i^t^  with  great  xe^ef  la^^ie  patent. 

,  "F^offk  ,t^ifl  dat^  she  went  on  well,  there  being  no 
more  flow  of  synovia,  or  other  accession  of  inflammatory 
action.  The  wounds  healed  in  the'Ck)ur8e  of  a  month'; 
and  on  th^pati^fs  dis(ditirgd  all  the  m6tioii«' bf  tU^ 
jdtnt -^ore  pei!fe<^l5^'perfyined.  '  '  ■  i^   .i  ..  i 


"Aimfe'HilJtON  was  adMitted  June  l«th,^nMkr  I^» 
Sands  Oozy .  havings  w)^  engaged  in  bed-making 
tbiat  morninjv  ran;  a  pin  in<x>  .the  kneo-joii^t.  /On 
examination,  a  pprtion  of  the  pin  was  easily  discernible 
just  beneath  the  integument ;  but  th6  pin  had  beo^me 
bent,  and  the  head  had  passed  inwards,'  and  couM  be 
fAt  pressing  ageonst  tbe  integument  some  little  distance 
horn  tie  small  w^und  whiffli  had  been  made^  A  slight 
ineisiDn  was^  Aerefore,  necessary  to  enlarge  the  open- 
ing, and  after  some  trouble,  owing  to  the  bent  state  of 
tibye  pin,  it  was  extracted  through  the  wound.  From 
the  large  size  of  the  pin  and  the  direction  taken,  it 
must  have  entered  the  joint ; ,  but  the  wound  being 
small  and  oblique,*  there  was  no  escape  of  synoviiff 
fluid.  The  patient  was  put  to  bed,  the  .leg  secured 
from  motion,  and  the  wound  closed  with  ooUodion, 
^be  never  had  any  bad  symptom,  and  was  discharged 
free  of  uneasiness  in  a  few  days. 

Wounds  Implicating  joints,  and  especially  the  knee, 
are  always  regarded  in  a  more  serious  light  than  those 
of  most  other  parts,  followed  as  they  so  frequently  are 
by  a  great  amount  of  synovial  biflammation  and  consti- 
tutional disturbance,  so  much  so  as  often  to  render  it 


a  matter  of  great  uncertainty,  not  only  whether  the 
motion  of  the  joint  will  ever  be  recovered,  bat  also 
whether  the  patient  will  survive.  In  such  cases,  there- 
fore, the  propriety  of  immediate  amputation  is  fre> 
queotly  mooted,  and  the  opinions 'of  surgeons  are  mncb 
divided  on  this  important  point.  Great  praise  is  doe 
to  tjie  talented  author  of  **  The  Mirror,"  who  lately 
brought  forward  several  cases  bearing  on  this  point,. 
Bbpwipg.|that  injuries  which,  primd  facie,  would  seem  to 
r^qui^  apiputatioQ^  have  been  recovered  from,  thus- 
removing  any  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  attempting- 
to  ^ve  the  limb,  even  in  very  bad  cases. 

,jn  thp  first  case  reported  in  this  paper  the  writer 
cojT^sjders  tll^at  the  formation  of  the  secondary  absceaa- 
probably  saved  the  limb,  and  perhaps  also  the  patient. 
l^e  abscess  s^ms  to, have  closed  the  wound  of  the 
synovial  membrane,  a^d  prevented  inflammation  of  that  ^ 
tex^^re ;  )k^d  not  this  happened  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  suppuration  of  the  membrane  would  have  resulted, 
fcpm  which  condition  there  are  bat  few  recoveries. 
^  ^se.  qf  this  kind,  terminating  favourably,  is,  how- 
e^^^l^ivep  in  Mr.  Solly's  "  Lectures  on  Injuries  of  the. 
]^j9«ei-jjoint,"  Lancet,  January  17tb,  1852. 

j^fi^i^  trp^itment  of  these  cases  must  be  thoroughly 
antiphlogistic,  and  perfect  quietude  of  the  Umb  must' 
be  enforced;  a  splint  beneath  answers  this  purpose 
bei^,  leaving  the  anterior  and  lateral  regions  fr«e,  for 
the  application  of  leeches,  fomentations,  &c.    Calomel 
a]$^  eUWd  vi^iW  forgotten;  )f^th^^  in^or  of  the- 
jdint  is  m  danger;  and  the  patient  may,  and  should,  be- 
kept  under  its  influence  for  some  time,  if  such  be  the- 
case.    ISiat  the  .kiiefhjoiinA  may  be  ,opeT»d»  an4  no  bad 
consequences  result,  we  have  abundant  evidence ;  and- 
it  is  of  this  fact  that  the  surgeon  takes  advantage,  and 
itx^es'iiMboiir^eml^ht  wh^'<^sittg!ihe''ltfl&ifbr  the 
rtJMMvd^  loorieMitotiUgtis,  ScciifaUi  its  interior* 
I--,/    .•.  •.  -  .     .     .1-    <'   ii,  .  .  f^ 

_^<m»  Gibson,  ag^  9,.^dmi^ed  December  3rd, 
1851.  His  mother  states  he 'has  been  ill  about  twa 
years^  labQuring  vu^deip  syinptoms  resembling  those  now 
present,  but  not  so  severe.  He  is  now  much  emadated, 
and  countenance  is  pale.  Hie  prepuce  is  dongated; 
and '  he  is  constantSy  pulling  it.  He  has  also  pain 
risfbrred  to  the  petfnieal  region,  werae  at  night.  The 
uiine  dribUas  aiq^ay,  is  acid,  but  presents  nothmg^ 
reouurkable  when  examined  with  the  microscope.  Ap- 
pel^bad;  bowels  purged;  tongue  tolerably  clean.  A, 
sound  detected  with  case  the  presence  of  a  stone.  - 

December  6th. — An  enema  was  administered  with 
castor  oil  last  night,  and  this  morning  the  lateral" 
operation  was  performed  by  Mr.  Sands  Cox.  There 
was  no  difficulty  in  the  operation,  and  a  caloilus  was 
exIraQted  m  rather  less  than  a  minute,  weighmg  about 
five  drachms.  Chloroform  was  used  previous  to  the 
operation,  the  boy  being  narcotised  in  the  ward,  and" 
conveyed  thence  to  the  operating  theatre. 

Vespere, — Urine  has]f passed  by  the  wound ;  some^ 
slight  abdominal  tenderness.  Warm  fomentations  to 
bd  applied. 

7th. — Slept  well ;  bowels  not  moved ;  has  no  pani; 
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urine  passes  freely.  01.  Ricini,  dr.  ij.  statim.  Con- 
tinae  fomentations. 

9th. — Going  on  well. 

16th. — The  orine  yesterday  began  to  pass  by  the 
urethra >  there  has  been  no  bad  symptom;  wound 
is  granulating;  sleeps  well;  seems  much  improved' 
generally. 

January  Srd. — Discharged  well.  Wound  quite  healed. 

There  was  not  either  in  the  symp^ms,  operatibn/oi^' 
after-treatment  of  Ais  case,  anything,  extraordmary  or 
calling  for  obserration.  The  patient  made  a  qnick 
recovery,  but  what  renders  the  case  remarkable  is,  thaV 
the  brother  and  father  of  the  lad  were  both  operated  On 
for  stone,  evidently  pointing  to  the  fact  that  a  peculiar 
constitutional  state,  obnoxious  to  ^his  di^ase,  may  be 
transmitted  from  the  parent  to  the  children.  Another 
fisct  worthy  of  notice  regarding  this  case  is,  that  the 
child  came  from  a  quarter  where  stone  in  the  bladder' 
18  a  v^  prevalent  disease, — viz.,  the  neighbourhood  of 
Dudley.  The  calculus  was  of  an  oval  shape,  ahd 
weighed  about  five  drachms ;  its  exterior  was  of  a  ditrW 
colour,  friable,  and  laminated,  probably  consisting' of ' 
urate  of  ammonia.  The  internal  layer  wis  ot  i  harder' 
description,  and  lighter  in  colour,  but  wiis  Ii6i  ch£fmi- 
cally  examined.  '  '  '" 
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ALTH0i7aH  th^  Priift  "  BiU  for  providip^ 
Unifarmi^'  of  Medical  iiditeftliaa "  has  n^j^. 
with  tmexampled  support  in  the  proyinces,  yet 
it6  provisions  seem  so  liable  to  misconstmction 
that  vre  shall  be  pardbhed  for  once  more  malEiiig 
allusion  to  them.  '        ' ' 

It  appears  to  us  tbat  most  of  the  objections 
-urged  {^gainst  it  aire  utterly  untenable ;  as,  for 
inBtance,— *".ihat  it  will  annihilate  the  College  of 
Surgeons.*'  This,  is  the  reverse  of  the  e^Seo^ 
likely  to4be  produced,  for  its  tendeney  will  be» 
not  to  destroy,  but  simply  to  make  the  College 
of  Surgeons  what  its  supporters  raaintdin  that 
it  ought  to  be — a  College  of  pure  surgery. 

At  present  each  member  of  the  profession  who 
practises  generally  all  the  branches  of  his  art, 
attaches  great  value  to  the  diploma  of  the 
College  of  Surgeons,  and  hides  in  the  seci^ 
recesses  of  his  ^eritoire  the  licence  of  the 
Apothecaries'  Company.  Now,  why  is  this? 
Simply  because  the  one  is  considered  to  be  a 
proof  that  he  was,  as  a  student,  anxums  to  do  all  in 
his  jnywer  to  test  his  capabilities  by  an  examina- 


tion not  absolutely  imperative ;  whilst  the  latter 
is  merely  obtained  in  compliance  with  -the  law 
of  the  land,  and  is  necessary  before  he  can  prac- 
tise tbat  part  of  his  profession  which,  however 
we  may  disguise  the  £Act>  is  felt  to  be  a  degrada- 
tion by  all.  V 

Such  is  undoubtedly  the  present  estinate  of 
the  respective  testimonials  of  t^  College  of 
Surgeons  and  the  *  Apothecaries*  Company. 
Now,  we  confess,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  know 
wby  rtbe  Liev^ntiate,  under,  tiiq  new,  Bill, 
shobld  be  more  likely  to  resti<*Qnt«at9fi  .with  .his 
lieebce  than'tbe  pratent  Licdntiatfi  o£  the 
Apottiecaries'  Company.  Fdr  in  fv;^Te  too  on^ 
would  be  allowed  to  call  himself  by  the  only  name 
which  the  public  appreciate,  viz., — "a  Surgeon," 
without  going  to  the  College  of  Siirgepps  for 
theii\<  peormissioQ  ]  and  we  are  quij^  ^ure  tKat 
that'  penrnssioQ  'will  <oQ]y  be  gnuated  lOn  iguoli 
teiins  as  wHl  J)r^fetft  th^  aaitthilatiott  of-  the 
College  for  want  of  funds.  Th!e  OoBege  of 
Surgeons  has  obtained  such  a  hold"  *  Of  the 
piiblic,  as  weU  as  the .  profession,  that'  its 
dipbma  will  always  ,be  .necessary  whenever 
tkfliie  is.  any  a«EU>unt.;Qf  oprnpeti^i^,  and  this 
esUnsatioft  is  aot  in .  DOnseMiiieaee'Ofi  tho/iitrin- 
g6ncy  of  the  wcamiftafelott,  b\ft  beeaitt(9  ifca  d^maa 
have  been  signed  by  such  men  as 'Sir  A.  Coorim, 
Abeknethy,  Bbodie,  '  GuTHBTfi,  Latthence, 
W.HJLTE,  and  a  long  list  of  celebrities,  who  have 
©aoh  .figured  in  their  da^,at,the  Jtiead  of  the 
profession  in  London.  ,.  The  ,fapt  is»  that  so 
long  as  such  names  as  these  grace  the  list  of 
SxAmiMTO,.  80  hmg'  wiU*  their  ^ignaturea  be 
86ught  ibr,  atid  panuied  on 'every  ooeagiinir.  c 

We  think,  "rtiei^efore,  tlhttt  thi^  efltert"^lh« 
Bill  w,ill  be  simply  to  substitute  for  the  lf(i(:'nce 
of  the  Apothecaries'  Company  a  licence  granted 
by  aBoardof  Ex^minersy  consistuig  of  gentlemen 
sekcted  by  a  oompetont  Medieal  Council,  and  in 
order  to  gutfrofite*^  the  propriety  'of  this  sriectiony 
the  Medical  Council  is  to  be  appointed  by  the  ex- 
isting  institutions,  so  soon  as  they  are  remodelled 
by  new  Charters  on  the  basis  of  the  representative 
syatera.  The  only  blot,  in  pur  estimation,  in 
this  scheme  of  appointment,  consists  in  the 
retention  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company  as  an 
el€«ctive  body,  alter  it  shall  have  ceased  to  exist, 
except  as  a  trading  corporation.  We  are  inclined 
to  think  that  it  would  be  much  better  to  place 
the  power  of  selection  of  those  members  of  the 
Council  who  are  to  consist  of  those  engaged  in 
general  practice,  in  the  hands  of  the  Government. 
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than  to  leave  it  with  the  Apothecaries'  Company. 
Between  these  two  couraea  there  is  clearly  no 
choiee ;  a  sufficient  number  to  represent  the 
"  general  practitioner,"  as  he  is  now  called,  must 
be  chosen,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  body  which 
can  make  that  choice  but  the  Apothecaries' 
Company.  That  Company,  however,  is  a  self-' 
elected  one,  aad  can  only  in  ftttui«,  if  thifi .Bill 
passesinto  a  latw;  be  held  togetheribr  die  purfioses 
of^famde  ;  it  wffl,  therefore,  be  scarcely  desirable 
to  allow  such  a  body  to  exercise  «6  important  a* 
trust,  ^nd  we  must,  if  such  be  the  general 
opinion,  fall  back  upon  the  other  horn  of  the 
dilemma,  and  throw  ourselves  upon  the  tender 
mevcies  of  the  Seoretaiy  of  State. 

^Uiere  ore  sefreml  dther- suggestions  fooral- 
tenktion  vrhich  have  been  made  at  the  various 
meetings,  published  in  another  part  of'  this 
journal ;  some  of  these  will  at  once  be  appreci- 
ated as  improvements,  while  others  will,  we  think, 
deaerve  &  dilTerent  fate.  It  will  be  for  the^  Com-. 
mititee'to  decide  upou  these  difTei^enit  points,  wad 
we  kare  great  pleasure  in  announcing^  that  it  viti 
meet  in  London  for  that  purpose  on  the  BWh- 
inst,  and  that  Sir  G.  Gbet  has  acceded  to  thrfr 
•request  to  be  albwed  to  express  to  him  their 
opinions  on  the  8u\)jcct,  and  will  receive  a  depu- 
tation on  the  26th.  In  the  meaoitime  we  hop^ 
to  .neeeive  any  fuvther  -saggesUQQSr.and  also  to 
olytain  the  views'  of  the  raridus  OoUcgee  on  the 
Bill. 


^rnmMttgsf  nf  hMt^. 


S  H1R  O  P  S  H  I  E  E  .  B  R  A  IT  C  H.' 

A  MEETpfG  of  the  Shropshire  Branch  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association, 
was  held  at  the  Raveo  and  Bell,  Shrewsbury,  ou 
Monday,  2nd  inst.,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
opinif    of  the  members  on  the  Draft  BUI. 

Mi.  /hubsfxeld  took  the  chair  at  half-past  one 
o'cloGu. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Johnson  the  several  clauses 
of  the  Bill  wore  read  over  by  Mr.  Pidduck  with  the 
exception  of  1 ,  12,  and  31.  He  also  read  the  schedules 
referred  to  in  clause  13. 

It  was  agpreed  that  the  clauses  be  discussed  seriatim, 
and,  as  tiie  first  and  second  were  merely  of  a  technical 
character,  they  pioceeded  to  discuss  clause  3. 

Mr.  Brookes  said,  before  they  entered  on  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  several  clauses  contained  in  the  bill,  he 
might  be  allowed  to  make  a  few  observations.  He 
thought  it  would  not  be  amiss  for  them  to  inq^uire  why 


it  was  that  all  the  measures  which  had  been  brought 
forward  from  time  to  time  had  failed  to  give  satisfaction. 
He  would  answer  for  one  or  other  of  the  following 
reasons : — Either  because  they  had  tended  to  lower  the 
»ia(u8  of  the  surgeon  or  general  practitioner,  or  because 
they  had  not  been  framed  on  a  representative  principle, 
or  because  they  had  interfered  with  the  interests,  or 
invaded  the  rights,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  the  existing 
medical  institutions.    By  the  two  first  of  Sir  James 
Graham's  medical  bills,  it  was  proposed  that  the  sur- 
geon or  general  practitioner  should  practise  under  the 
denomination  of  a  licentiate  in  medicine,  surgery,  and 
midwifery,   after  an  examination  by  the  Colleges  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  the  Apothecaries'  Com- 
pany.     But  the  licentiate  so  examined  would  have 
belonged  to  an  inferior  caste,  possessing  no  corporate 
privileges  in  anj  of  the  medical  institutions  in  the 
country,  and  consequently  no  control  over  the  qnklifi- 
cations  and  examinations  of  his  own  class.    The  two 
hist  of  Sir  Junes  Graham's  bills,  in  1845,  proposed 
the  iqsl^itution  of  a  college  of  general  ^ractitiibers. 
According  to  the  first  of  these  bills  the  preliminaiy 
examinatipps  were  to  be  conducted  by  a  joint  board, 
consisting  of  six  physicians  and  six  surgeons,   after 
which^  the  candidate  was  allowed  to   offer  himself  for 
further  examination  by  the  examiners  of  the  college  to 
which  h©  desired  tp  belong.     According   to   the  last 
bill,— viz.,   that  of  July,    1845,    the    candidate    was 
rp<)yii^  to  p^resent  himself  for  examination,  first  before 
the  College  of  General  Practitioners,  and  afterwards  for 
his  licence  to  practise,  before  the  joint  Board  of  Phy- 
sicians  a^d  Surgeons.     These  bills  were  objected  to,  as 
they  created  an  inferior  grade  unconnected  by  member- 
ship with  the  College  of  Surgeons ;  they  interfered  also 
with  the  interests  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  inasmuch 
as  they  did  not  reserve  to  that  body  the  sole  right  in 
England  to  examine  in  surgery  >    The  same  objections 
l\ad  been  urged  against  Hie  measure  of  medical  reform 
propounded  by  the  National  Association  and  National 
Institute, — ^namcly^    th^ir  ^tendency    to    degrade    the 
surg,eon  pr  general  practitioner,  and  their  invasion  of 
the  intei^ts  or  privileges  of  the   Royal   College  of 
Surgeons.     He  now  came  to  the  last  attempt  at  medical 
legislation,— namely,  the  **  Draft  fiiU  to  Secure  Uni- 
formity of  Medical  Education  and  Qualification,"  and 
wished  he  could  perceive  in  it  any  advantages  orer 
those  of  Sir  James  Graham's  and  the  National  Assoc!-, 
ation,   or  any  stronger  claim  to   their  support.     It 
attacked  indirectiy  the  privileges   of  the   College   of 
Surgeons,  created  an  inferior  grade  of  mere  licentiates 
in  medicine,   surgery,   and  midwifery,   possessing  no  . 
electoral  privileges  in  any  medical  or  surgical  college 
whatever,   and  abolished   the  necessity  of  passing  an 
examination  .even  as  a  member   of   the  College    of 
Surgeons,  without  which,  however,  no  one  hereafter 
could  assume  the  title  of  surgeon.     It  was  easy,  they 
would  say,  to  criticise  and  condemn,  but  would  they  be 
able  to  frame   any  measure  free  from  the  foregoing 
defects.     He  felt  convmced  they  could.     In  conclusion, 
he  urged  them  not  to  give  a  hasty  assent  to  any  measure 
which  was  not  calculated  to  improve  the  ttaiw  of  the 
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general  practitioner,  emanate  from  what  quarter  it  may. 
They  had  met  there  that  day  to  consult  together 
respecting  the  state  and  position  of  the  general  prac- 
titioner, one  of  their  own  class,  for  whom  a  draught 
'lad  been  prescribed  by  the  Central  Council  of  the 
ProTindal  Medical  and  Surgical  Association, — a  draught 
labelled  "Sp  Promote  Uniformity  of*Medical  Educa- 
tion and  Qualification."  Let  them  uncork  it,  and  they 
would  find  a  strong  smell  of  the  tincture  of  collegiate 
woendencyi  of  which  it  appeared  to  him  to  contain  an 
over-dose.  Let  them  test  it  accurately,  and  they  would 
imd  in  it  scarcely  a  trace  of  that  direct  representative 
'pnnciple  hitherto  considered  by  the  associated  surgeons 
*0f  this  country  as  essential  to  the  establishment  of  a 
liealthy  medical  constitution.  He  would,  with  their 
permission,  spoil  a  line  of  Horace,  by  the  insertion  of 
a  single  word;  and  in  giving  advice  to  their  patient 
respecting  the  draught  just  prescribed,  would  say — 

"  HicJhMfAu  aiger  eft,  aonc,  to  Botiaatf  mftto," 

It  was  the  old  black  draught  recommended  by  Sir  James 
Gnham  in  1844  and  1845,  but  which  the  profession, 
acting  under  the  advice  of  the  surgeons  of  Shropshire 
and  North  Wales,  very  properly  refused  to  swallow. 
'He  must  say  that  he  did  not  see  that  this  Bill  had-  any 
elahn  to  their  support,  though  it  was  true  that  some  of 
the  incidental  clauses  were  very  good,  especially  those 
which  referred  to  the  Provident  Fund.  By  the  present 
BOl  they  were  not  required  to  be  members  of  'the 
College  of  Surgeons,  but  still  they  were  refused  per- 
inission  to  practise  in  the  army  or  navy,  and  were 
ineligible  to  hold  any  official  appointment.  The  Bill 
was  calculated  to  be  injurious  to  some  of  the  old 
medical  institutions  of  the  country,  and  he  thought  it 
was  their  duty  to  reform  the  old  ones  rather  tha» 
establish  an  inferior  grade.  He  would  not  hand  over 
the  right  to  examine  to  any  'body  that  would  refuse  him 
a  control  over  that  body.  He. had  no  opinion  of 
forming  a  board  for  preliminary  examination.  He 
would  not  now  make  any  further  observations,  as  be 
would  afterwards  have  something  to  propose  for  their 
consideration. 

Mr.  Cartwrioht,  after  some  conversation,  ex« 
plained  that  the  Bill  was  submitted  to  them  for  coh- 
mderation,  and  maintained  that  it  would,  instead  of 
lowering  the  profession,  raise  it  much  higher,  by  their 
having  one  common  portal  through  which  all  candidates 
must  pass,  instead  of  about  eighteen  different  ones. 
He  maintained  that  in  the  constitution  of  the  council 
tliey  had  ample  guarantee  of  the  high  standing  which  it 
would  give  to  the  profession  generaDy.  It  did  appear 
to  him  that  short  of  an  election  by  the  whole  body  of 
the  members  of  the  profession,  and  shoft  of  the  adoption 
of  the  representative  principle,  they  had  in  the  proposed 
Bill  as  independant  a  body  of  men  as  could  be  selected 
to  form  the  board  ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  the  board  would 
perfectly  represent  the  different  classes  of  the  profession, 
fbasmuch  as  members  of  the  Council  would  be  chosen 
*lfie«pectively  from  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and 
Snrgeons,  and  the  Apothecaries'  Company,  which  they 
bad    always    regarded    as    the  representative  of  the 


general  practitioner.  He  did  not  think  it  was  possible 
to  offer  a  more  fair  adjustment  than  what  the  BiS 
comprised.  He  had  carefnlly  invest^ted  the  daoaes 
of  it  in  reference  to  the  principles  aivocated  by  the 
Parent  Association ;  they  were  entirely  in  accordance 
with  those  principles  and  with  every  memorial  and 
petition  drawn  up  by  the  Shropshire  Brancb,  and  in 
particular  with  the  proposals  issued  by  Messrs.  Brookes 
andWoiod  on.  the  28th -of  June,  1848,  adopted  at  a 
subseqatnt  weetiag  and  laid  by  him  before  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee,  vis.,  that  the  CoUe^  of  Physicians 
apd  Surgeons,  if  properly  modified,  were  sufficient  for 
the  requirements  of  the  profession,  and  that  no  third 
CoUege  was  necessary;  also  that  the  said  Colleges 
should  be  empowered  to  appoint  a  Board  of  Examiners 
and  iiistitute  a  preliminary  examination  as  a  test  of 
qualification,  &c.,  5tc.  All  this  appeared  to  be  aecom* 
pliahed in  the preseDtBiiL  '  It  ms an actnai  absnrdHy 
to  talk  of  the  representative  system  not  beiag  cosried 
out,  since  it  is  now  liberally  done  in  both  of  the  pro- 
posed Charters  for  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  on  the  adoption  of  which  tins  Bill  is  con- 
tingent. In  making  the  new  medical  council,  they  were 
ndt  instftutingaHew  College,  but  only  an  examining 
boa»d,  or  board  of  management  for  the  profession,  atid 
that  too  forcorporate  bodies^  in  which  therepresealatiae 
Bfslbtm  is  already  in  existence.  He  also  mentioned  that 
when  a  person  bad  become  a  licentiate  with  the  necessary 
qualifications,  be  would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  seek  to 
obtain  the  diploma  of  the  College  of  Surgeons. 

Dr.  HsNaT  John'son  concurred  in  the  view  taken  of 
tile  Object  by  Mr.  Car twright. 

A  lemigtliy  discussion  ensaed  as  to  the  bearing  wUch 
the  proposed  Act  would  have  on  the  Colleges,  and  also 
as  to  the  constitution  of  the  council. 

Dr.  Bakewbll  gave  his  view  of  the  case  that  the 
person  would  have  first  to  pass  as  a  licentiate,  and 
might  tiien  take  the  higher  grade  of  surgeon,  && 

Mr.  Purtuc^  objected  to  the  Cotmcil  not  bring  on 
the  representative  principle.-  -- 

After  aleagthy  discussion,  the  op^iion  of  the  .meeting 
was  taken  on  the  clause,  and  carried  in  its  favour. 

Mr.  Woon  remarked  that  the  Bill  certainly  did  make 
three  grades  in  the  profession,  but  the  students  could, 
if  they  pleased,  undergo  a  second  examination  by  either 
the  College  of  Surgeons,  or  the  College  of  Physicians, 
and  then  be  enfranchised.  He  was  sorry  to  see  that 
the  Bin  would  in  some  measure  affect  the  interests 
of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  because  it  would  make  men 
competent  to  every  possible  emolument  without  being 
members  of  that  College.  He  was  afraid  the  College  of 
Surgeons  might  object  to  it  if  it  threatened  any  injury 
to  their  funds.  He  only  made  these  observations  with 
a  view  to  making  the  Bill  more  efficient  and  more  easily 
passed.  If  they  run  counter  to  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
they  would  oppose  the  Bill  by  every  means  in  their 
power. 

There  was  some  discussion  on  clause  13,  the  whole  of 
the  meeting  concurring  in  the  advisability  of  a  Provident 
Fund  being  established,  so  that  tiie  members  of  the 
profession,  their  widows  and  children,   should  not  be 
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left  dectitate;  Mr.  CBftwright  instancing  that  such 
provision  was  made  If  the  armj ,  navyi  and  the  East 
India  Company,  a>  mentioned  by  Dr.  King  iu  his 
beautiful  address^it  Brighton. 

Mr.  Kbat£  contended  that  tb^  were  already  Uueosedf 
and  Messrs.  Pioduck^  Brookes,  and  Bakewkui, 
followed  in  che  same  line  of  argument. 

Mr.  Caktwhight  explained  that  when  a  new  board 
was  established,  there  must  be  something  to  pay  ex- 
penses,  and  money  must  come  from  some  quarter  or 
oUier«  No.BiU  had  eyer  been  brought  forward  that 
^d  not  tfeek  toiai^the  profession  more  or  less. 

Mr.  V^ltDiWG  cbActirred  in  the  registration  foe. 
With  respect  to  the  l^rovidpnt  Fund,  the  fact  of  its 
being  c^PHps^Mpry  wa«:  the  e»WMca  o£  its  excellenoe* 
8eT«ra)i>paitieis-:  «ppeto-ed  to- object  to  their  b«log 
reqmredto  register  yearly,  and  thought  it  niight  be  done 
o^  tJlM^  firs^  ffUTyn.:  It  w»s,t/^9?irever,  msintaincid/AVd 
Bgnad  toithat  t^  j^eaiif  ra^istration  would*  be  a  r(|/er  • 
pH>tection  to  the  properly  qualified  practitioner,  '^d  a 
"  cltkeh9f^*  €o'qUaek^. 

Thedanse'wis  then  agreed  to,  and  clause  14  next 
came  under  di^qps^oo,  ,  ■  .      .       , 

Mxi  PiADvoKaaidkeobjeoted  to  the  clause,  because 
it  was  a  palpable  contradfetkm  of  clause  22.  At  the 
latter  part  of  the  clause  in  question  ho  found  the 
following : — **  And  every  person  to  whom  such  licence 
shall  have  been  granted  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled 
to  assume  the  pame  and  title  of  a  licentiate  in.  medi- 
cine, surjj;erj'>  a«d  midwifery.'/  Then  referijii^g  tjO 
claose  22,^  he  found  **  That  no  person  shall  be  enticed 
to  assufne  the  name  or  style  of  a.  physician  who  is  not, 
in  EngUivi,  a  member  of  the  Eoyal  College  ofPhysL- 
eiaw  of  fingtend,  or  in'  Scotland,  a  mentber  of  th^ 
Royal  College  of  Physicians  in  Edinburgh,  or  in 
Ireland,  a  member  of  the  King's  and  Queer's  College 
of  PhysieiAnS/in  «Irel«odj  and  no  person  shall  be 
MtUMd  ttt'a«ui»e>  the  ttame  or  style  of  a  suigeon  who 
h  not,' in  Cngtarrd,  'a  member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Snri^ecins  of  ^^^j^d,"Js^^  &c.  No\r,  then,  they  first 
of  aU.exaiBii|^4be  atttdetit,  and  amid  that  he  was  quali- 
fied to  prakiM  in  medidtie,  and  then  they  daid  he  was 
not  qualified  to  practise.  Why  should  he  be  compelled 
to  go  to  atiother  College  before  he  could  assnnie"the 
tide  ?  Mri  Pidduck  said  ttat  all  he  contended  for  was, 
that  there  Aoold  be  surety  for  an  efficient  edocation, 
and  that  an  examination  should  be  made ;  and  when  that 
waa  «nd'.»rgohe,  thsit  the*dtu«lent  should  bear  the  title  of 
Biu^ec  .  There  were  only  two  titles  known  to  the  pub- 
lic— sui-geon  and  physidan-^and  -if  they  took  either  of 
thoseiitles  from  the  practitioner  they  would  dqgrade  him. 

Dr.  Bakewell  concurred  with  Mr.  Pidduck. 
.  Mr.  Wilding  asket^  why  those  who  were  members 
of  the  CpUcge  of  Surgeons  went  to  that  College  at  all  ? 
It  was  to  gain  a  higher  title.  He  presumed  that  all 
were  licentiates ;  and  he  could  not,  for  the  life  of  him. 
see  how  it  could  degrade  the  practitioner. 

Mr.  Brookes  said  what  they  had  found  so  beneficial 
to  themselves  he  should  like  to  see  handed  down  to 
posterity.  He  should  like  to  see  it  made  compulaory 
'or  the  student  to  go  to  the  College  of  Sorgeona. 


Mr.  Cartwbioht  thought  that  Mr.  Pidduck  would 
agree  with  him  that  the  basis  of  everything  that  would 
produce  an  uniformity  amongst  them,  and  enable  them 
to  take  each  other  by  the  hand,  was  education.  By 
that  Bill  they  would  have  uniformity  of  education. 
Every  man  woul()  have  to  go  before  the  same  Board, 
and  pass  through  the  same  examination,  in  order  to 
teoeire  his  lioenee  to  prackiie.  What  wu  the  case  at 
present  ^  Why,  there  were  eighteen  diffemt  means  of 
getting  a  title x  that  would  authorise  its  possessor  to 
practise.  Would  they  tell  him  that  a  Board  coB>poeed 
of  .all  the  heads  of  the  Colleges,  and  united  to  form 
and  enperiatend  ihe  editoatioa  of  students,  was  not 
more  respectable  than  thatef-ia  Mere  trading  company? 
They  perfectly  wtoll  knew  that  the  College  of  Surgeons 
i^dmltfced  men  to  the  highest  functions  without  an^ 
exaufaation  ^  medicine  at  all ;  and  thia  Bill  would, 
th«refore,  knpieve4he  GoUege  of  fiuifcons  itsdf.  He 
tftfon^ly  protested  against  any  one  implying  thst  it  was 
at  tH6  pfescni  iim  compulsory  for  any  o^e  to  become 
n  taember  of  the  College'  of  t^urgeons ;  if  was  well 
hnown ,that  ,U  fca%,w^m*  He  thought  it  would  be 
proper  .'fisr  the  nsetUig  to  give  their,  opinion  on  this 
point,  itt  ao^ordlsntee  with  the  request  of  the  Worcester 
Council. 

,  JdJr,  Woo;p  then  propo8ed.that  licentiates,  should,  in. 
the  «plniob  of  thie  Brauob,  be  cowpelkBd  to  beeome 
member  of  the  doDege  of  Surgeons. 

Mr.  BtiOdK^s  seconded  the  proposition. 

Mr.  WoQi^*6  amendment  w^  then  p^t  to  the  vote, 
^nd  car-ried  bF-^^^on^iderahle  lo^JQifityf. 

.Mp.  GLXMnfTinqaired  if  it  would  not  be  better  to 
gO'te  fhfe  Bift  itt'ienttal  «t  once  * 

'Mr.  Cartwight  moved  the  following  resolation : — 

"That  thfcB'meetlbgof  the  Shropshire  Branch  of  the 
■Provincial  M^ftial-and  Surgical  Association,  i^ipresaed 
with  a  deep  conVidlioii  Ifiat  it  h  essential  to  the  best 
hiterests  of  the  pfbfdssidn  ahd  the  ^ubfic'fhat  the  ques- 
tion of  'Medical  Refd^m  be  bi'otig'Ht  to  issue,  feel  much 
gratification  in  the  assuralnce  that  Dhere  H  a  fair  chance 
of  so  desirable  a  result,  \h  t;6ndeqtience  of  the  Bill 
being  brought  iatfftttd  in  the  iiAme%nd'by  the  authority 
of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Assodation. 
The  members  of  the  Shropshire  Branch  beg  to  express 
their  hearty  concurrence  in  the  priudple^  of  the  Bill, 
and  in  the  jtistl  and'nequitabl&.'oonstitttiioii  of  the 
Medical  Conndl.  They  approve  most  highly  of  a 
Provident  Pond,  to  which  every  medical  man  will  here- 
after ^hlvreu'elanii,  and  whwili  ^^T '^■'^  ^  the  best 
guarantee  jigaiDst  that.'overwhstering  affliction  whidi  is 
tso  often- the  lot  of  many -who  hove  to  labour  hard  in  a 
toiisoilie  aSid  ilhneqdited  prafiossien.  Finally,  regardmg 
the  Draft  Bill  as  only  provisional,  the  members  of  the 
Shropshire  Branch  beg  to  express  an  earnest  wish  that 
the  Council  will  amture  the  measure,  and  carry  it  on  to 
completion,  satisfied  that  the  profession  at  large  will 
hail  with  gratitude  the  settlement  of  those  differences 
and  perplexities  which  have  so  long  troubled  its  traxk- 
quillity." 

Mr.  WiL0TKO,  in  seconding  the  resolution,  begged 
to  express  his  admircition  iff  iJieBiU, 

"Mr.  Brookes  could  not  bring  himself  to  believe 
that  the  measure  was  a  legitimate  offspring  for  main- 
taining the  honour  of  the  profession.  He  objected  to 
it  because  it  was  not  based  upon  a  fiedr  xepresentative 
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prindple,  and  becaase  be  was  convinced  ihat  it  tended 
to  degrade  the  futare  practitioner  by  instituting  an 
•inferior  caste  in  the  profession. 

Mr.  Brookbs  proposed,  and  Mr.  Kbatb  seooaded, 
the  following  amendment : — 

Pju>posals  roR  thv  RBroav  or  ihe  Apothecaries' 
Company. 

"First.— A  new  Act  imder  the  title  of  the  Rtfyid 
Collie  of  Medical  Practitioners  of  England  and 
l^ales.  ^ 

"  Second. — ^The  governing  body  to  consist  of  twenty- 
fonr  CouncillorSi  to  be  chosen  from  among  the  electors 
of  the  said  College;  otte  fonrth  to  go  ont  of  office 
either  annually  or  triennially.  The  voting  for  the 
Council  to  be  by  balloting  papeis,  ^nsmitted  by  postt 
**  Thurd.— The  Council  to  decide  on  the  pt«Umin«f|r 
and  professional  education  of  candidates,  and  to  appoint 
«n  Examining  Board  to  examine  in  all  branches  of 
medical  education,  midwifery  and  surgery  etcepted,  in 
which  latter-  brasohes  the  eaadidate,  before  obtcfanilg 
ills  licence  to  practise^  shall  be  examined  by  fbe  JCoyiS 
College  of  Surgeons,  of  which  he  shall  be  a  me;nb^. . 
**  Fourth. — ^The  electprs  for  the.  Council  of  t^e  said 
College  of  Medical  Practitioners  to  consist — 1st,  of  all 
medical  and  suff;ical  (iractitSoners,  *not  pos^^ng 
diplomasi  bnt  legall^quofified  by  having  been  m  praftioc 
prior  to  181^.  2ad.  A|l  licentiates  of  th«  Apothecines' 
Company.  3rd.  All  who,  not  possessing  a  licence  from 
the  Apothecaries'  Company,  are  members  only  of  ^the 
JCollege  of  Surgeons.  4th.  All  peHoi^s  hereaher 
Uoanaed  to  practise-  medichie  by  the.  sKid  CoU^gfe  of 
Medical  Practitioners,  nnd  surgery  and  mifJwifery-  by 
the  College  of  Surgeons,  ^  and  who  shall  be  roistered 
ns  surgeons  and  medical  practitioners i 

"  Fifth. — iKii  present  governing  body  of  tKi'e  Apdthe- 
4»rie8*  Society  to  foi^m  put  of  the  first  Counenj  'and  'the 
present  Examioeca  to  remain  in  office -as  long'aa  they 
would  under  the  existing  Act  of  the  A^othaca^es' 
Society ;  but  their  number  to  be  increased,  if  deemed 
necessary  by  the  Council. 

**  NoU. — Th(?  surgeon  or.  general  practitioner  will 

thus  have  a  voice  in  thQ  jnanag^ent  of  his  own 

medical  college^  and  be  enabled  to  secure,  for  hi^ 

own  qlass  a  high  ^tanda^d  pf  .edivcatjon — pc^jo^ 

minarv  and  profesaiont^*     Hf  ,9fUl  a)sq/b<f  cqq-i 

nected,  as  nt  prei^t,  pj,  inembersl^ip,  with  the 

College  of  Suqseons,  of  which,  institution  he  may 

«lap  b6Co;nq„ajx  el^cipir  by  tfJki^  .the  feUofwshipi 

for  which  honour  ^^very.candV^i^te  fo^.tlie  licejiitce  \o 

practise  under  the  tatle  of  Surgeon,  shopU  h^  f:^^ 

required  to  prepare  himself  in  his  educatigx^..    ., 

"  Lastly.-^A  Council  ef- Health  and  Medicul  fiddSB*^ 

^n  to  be  fbmsed  of  merfbevs  of  the  .Coaadlsof  tid 

time  Colleges,  and  of  persons  appointed  by  the  Govenii 

menty  to  be  presided  owr  by  a  Minister  of  Heakh^  or 

by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Departmeotw 

All  plans  fer   medical  and  surgical  education  to  be 

submitted  to  such  Couneil  of   Health  solid  Medixiak 

EduoatioB.  for  their  mIo,  if  deemed  by  them  ofl  tab 

low  a  standard,  but  not  otherwise.     S«ch  council,  not 

to  be  empowered  to  appoint  anyyexamining  board.  "^     - 

The  President  remarked  that  Mr.  Brookes  oU^ht 

to  have  had  tfafs  proposal  printed  and  circulated  amen^ 

the  members  a  week  ago,  for  their  private  conskieratiott. 

Mr.  Caktwkioht   begged    to    congratulate    Mr. 

Brookes  on  his  new  Apothecaries'  College.       ■, 

After  some  further  discnsaion  Mr.  Qrookes's.aineud^ 
ment  was  put  to  Uie  vote,  and  lost.  , ,« 

Mr.  Cartwright's  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 
Dr.  Drury  moved,  and  Dr.  Johnson  seconded,  a 
TOte  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman,  which  was  carried  with 
aochunation.— Tlie  meeting  then  separated. 


LANCASHIRE  &  CHESHIRE  BRANCH. 


At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Lancaskire  and 
CuESHiRE  Branch  of  the  Association,  held  at  Newton- 
le-Willows,  on  the  11  th  of  February,  instant,  Joseph 
Dickenson,  M.D.,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  chair. 

It  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Nobue,  of  Manchester,  seconded 
by  Mr.  JIedd,  of  Stockport,  and  carried  unani- 
mously, 

"  That  this  meeting  of  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 
Braddh  of  the  Provincial  Medical  atid  Surgical  Associa- 
tion, after  maturely  oonsidering  the  Medical  BHl  refierred 
to  them  by  the  Worcester  Council,  and  published  in 
tLe  Provincial  Medi/cal  and  Surgical  Jqumal,  is  of 
opinion  that  such  Bill  faithfully  represents  the  princi- 
ples of  Medical  Reform  so  long  advocaited  by  the 
Adseciation,  and  is  worthy  of  the  cordial  support  of 
ev^  ^nfimber  of  that  body." . 

M6vM'  by  Mr.  SotrnsAM,  df  'Manbh^ster,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Donstan,  of  Holaee  Chapel,)  and  earned 

unanimously,  t       ..    . 

''  That  this  meeting  recomm^ds.  the.framers  of  the 
Bill  to  persevere  in  their  endeavour  to  pass  it  into  a 
law,  with  such  alterations  in  the  details  as  circumstances 
may  require,  and  trusts  that  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
oiatiom  will  exert  themselves  in  their  eeveral  k>calitieB  to 
induce  Members  of  Parliament  to  take. an  interest  in 
toe  passing  of  this  measure,  so  important  to  the  welfiure 
of  the  profession  and  of  the  public.'* 


After  these  resolutions  had  been  carried  by  acclama- 
tion, the  Honorary  SecretaTy  read  the  different  clauses  of 
the  Bill  seriaiim,  and  an  interestmg  discussion  ensued. 

The  Bni,  as  a  whole^  was  highly  approved  of;  and  the 
Secretary  was  requited  to  express  to  tiie  Central  Council 
a^MTdrtfester  the  high  appMvti  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Ffovklent  Fund,  aoil  the  uses  to  which  any  suiploa 
provided  by  the  19th  clause  may  be  applied. 

They  also  requested  him  to  inquire  whether  the 
22nd  cUiusc  inculcates  the  necessity  of  all  graduates  in 
medinine  becoming  members  of  the  different  metro- 
politan Collies ;  and  whether  this,  dause  is  intend^  to 
include  graduates  of  Ciford  au\l  PambfjidC9»  ^ho  already 
possess  peculiar  priv^eges.  ,       _^ 

To  clause  25tii  it  was-  thought  cfcsirable  to  fndudo 
mbrehant  and  emignmt  vessels  ptotodttg  to  carry  a  . 
fVigepPi  M  mapy  known  abuses  had  exia^  from  the 
waiit  of  such  provisiou. 

.^  Mr,  Medd  haying  talfen  the  vacated  chair,  it  wts 
carried  by  acclamatiouj  **That  the  be^t  thanks  of  th^ 
meeting  be  given  to  Dr.  Dickenson  for  his  kind  and 
impartial  conduct  in  the  chair. 

JOSJBP«  DICKENSON,  MJD.,Ch«irmw- 
JOHN  ftATTON,  Honorary  Secrptary. 


MIDLAND     BRANCH. 


Meeting  at  Derby. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Members  of  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  held  on  the  10th 
instant,  at  the  Philosophical  Society's  Rooms,  in  Derby, 
to  consider  the  provisions  of  the  Draft  Bill  for  Medical 
Reform,  the  members  present  wei-e  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  the  BiU,  if  carried  into  effect,  is  cal- 
culated to  elevate  the  ttattu  of  our  profession,  and 
to  confer  important  blessings  upon  the  community. 
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A  general  determination  vas  alsd  expressed  to  aid, 
by  all  practicable  means,  the  progress  of  the  Bill  in 
Parliament. 

S.  W.  FEARN,  Hon.  Sec. 


Meeting  at  Nottingbam. 

At  a  meeettng  of  the  Noitinobam  aseo  Nottsno- 
HAMaBiRB  Division  of  this  Branch  of  the  Association, 
Br.  J.  C.  W11.CIAM8  in  the  chah*,  the  "  Draft  Bill  To 
Produce  Uniformity  of.  Medical  Education  ^d  ^ualifi" 
cation,  and  for  ^eBegistration  of  tkoie  Licenaod  to 
Practise- in  Medioias  '^  hanng  been  oonsidarad, 

''Tl^attb^  gaipe  be  recommended  for  adoption  as  a 
satisfactory  basis  of  a  bill  for  ^he  regulation  of  the 
medical  profession,  so  soon  as' the  Rbyal' Colleges  of 
Physician  and  Sorgeons  of  Enjgfand  'lihftU  have  obtained 
amended  Obartees.'V       >  •    . 


YO'-RKSHIR-^     BRANCH  ' 

Meeting  at  HuiLl. 

A  MBi^TiNGL  of  the  members  of  the  Provincial  Medi- 
cal and  Siirgical  Association  resident  in  Hull  and  the 
neighbourhood  was  held  at  the  Hull  Infiunary,  February 
10|  1852^  to  consider  the  proposed  Medical  Reform  Bill. 

Present,-*Dr.  Horner,  Vice-President  of  the  Associ- 
ation, in  the  chair;  W.  H.  Eddie,  Esq.,  of  Barton ;  Drs. 
Cooper  and  Ltitm,  Mesnra^  Harde^  and  Looking,  of 
Hull,  &c., 

It^(Au  unamnumdy  rttohfed,-^ 

**  That  thiA  meeting  (Tievi^.TfAth  «;iuch  satisfaction  the 
Medical  Reform  ibiU,  proposed  by  the  Council  of  the 
Ph)irinclal  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  and  is  of 
opinion  tiuit  its-  provisions  «nd  prinoiples  are  calealtted 
to  ameliorate  the  position  and  satisfy  the  reqairemeptB 
of'theprnfessio^/' 

Letters  to  tbci  S9<ne  effect  were  read  from  Dr.  Sand- 
with,  of  ^uU,  and  Messrs.  Gaggs  and  Medcalfe  of 
Howdeh.  '■ 


sufficiently  clearly  that  medical  men  qualified  previously 
to  the  passing  of  this  BiQ  are  at  liberty  to  practise  if 
the  registration  fee  has  not  been  regularly  paid. 

Clmtie  21, — It  was  thought  this  clause  shonld  give 
to  the  members  of  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Physicians 
and  tbe  Royal  Colleges  -of  Surgeons  in  England, 
Scotland,  or  Ireland  respectively,  reciprocity  of  privi- 
leges in  case  of  transfer  of  residence. 

Claute  22.— The  wording  of  tiiis  clause  is  infiufficientl^ 
explicit,  and  appears  to  require  members  to  practise  in 
their  respective  countries,  where  their  diplomas  are 
obtained. 

Clause  23. — Read  visits  or  medidnes  instead  of  visits 
and  medidnes. 

Clame  26.--«A  query  was  put  on  this  oUnse— '' Who 
shall  be  the  informer  ?*' 

At  the  oonclufiioQ  of  the  men^tilaglt  was  proposed  by;s» 
Dr.  Ma#»ey,  snd  seconded  by  Henry  T#ylsr,  Ssq.,-^ 

''That  this  meeting  begs  to  offer  its  tfaanks  to  the- 
Council  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Asso- 
ciation, for  the  ability  displayed  and  the  trouble  they 
have  taken  in  drawing  out  and  laying  the  Bill  before- 
the  profession.**    ' 

It  was  also  proposed  by  Joseph  'V^ite,  Esq.,  and 
seconded  by  B.  Eddison,  Esq., — 

"That  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given  to  Dr. 
'U'ilriams  for, his  valuable  services  as  chairman." 


GENERAL  MfiEWKG  bP  THE'  PROPESSION 

AT'  NorrmoHAM. 

At  an  influential  meeting  of  the  profession  generally 
in  Nottingham  and  its  neighbourhood.  Dr.  WtLtiAMS 
in  the  chair,  after  maturely, considering  the  clai;ses  of 
the  Draft  Bill,  on  the  motion  of  Dr.  Hutchinson,  and 
seconded  by  JcJhn  Norftion  Thompson,  Esq.,  • 
It  teas  resetted  fm&ni^ftou^,'^ 

'^Thait  this  meeting 'highly  approMS  of  Ihc'  genosal 
princtp]^  oi.ikBi  Bill. proposed,  by  tb^  Couneiji  oi  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  ancl  recom-  I 
mend  its  adoption  by  the  profession.'"^ 

In  the  discussion  which  ensued  on  tlie  several  clauses 
contained  in  the  Bill,  the  accompanying  suggestions  and  ! 
alterations  were  agreed  to  as  being  required  for  the  due  ' 
working  of  the  measure  We  take  the  following  from  . 
an  abridged  report  of  the  meeting  furnished  by  the  j 
Secretary  of  tbe  Branch : —  | 

C/ai«el3.— For  England  and  Wales  read  England  i 
or  Wales.    This  clause,  which  is  retrospective,  does  not  \ 
compel  registration,  but  permits  it  only,  therefore  it 
will  be  inoperative. 

Clause  14.— The  following  brief  addition  was  sug- 
gested :— "  Unless  able  to  prove  his  title  to  registration 
under  clause  13." 

Clause  14. — It  was  thought  this  clause  does  not  state 


In  connection  with  the  foregoing  we  extract  the  fol- 
lowing '  remarks  from  a  letter  received  from  A.  Darby, 
E6q.,  Secretary  : —  * 

^'That  there  should  be  a  Registrar  in  every  county 
town  to  lodk  sfter  trregtilar  practitiondrB. 

if  Clsns^  13  should  run  somewM  to  this  efEect : — 
T^at^ie  Hegiatrar  or  Registrars  of  eaph  of  the  said 
Boards  shall,  within  thirty  day?  of  his  or  their  appoint- 
ment, and  shall  from  time  to  time^  till  the  first  day  of 
February,  18ft3,  require  all  legally  qualified  persons  to 
be  registered  in  b^oks  to  be  kept;  for  that  purpose,  and 
to  p^a  fee  of  five  shilUngs,  &c.  &c., 

' "  With  somet^g  of  the  kind  Clause  26  may  be 
operative.      ' '  '  • .  ■  ■ 

^'Clause  16.^* How  are  tbe  adwntages  to  be  ob- 
t^ed?V"  .... 


EAST  KENT  A  CAirTEBSTUBY^  MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 
Session  1851-52.'— Second  Meetikg,  Jan.  2,  1852. 

,  JPathological   specimens  ^elating  to    the  following 
cases  were  exhibited ; — 

An  Aneurism  qf  the  Arch  of  the  Aorta  bursting  mio 
the    lYachea  hy    two  openings  and  involving  the 
,  Recurrent  Nerve,  so  <m  (0^  produce  symptom*  re- 
sembling Chronic  Laryngitis, — By.  Dr.  Gooch. 

■The  paper  relating  to  tiiis  case  will  be  found  at 
page  87  of  the  Journal.  In  the  conversation  whitih 
foUowed  the  relation  of  this  case,  and  in  conneo- 
tioh  wi^  the  position  ef  aneurism  in  the  first  portion 
of  the^aortst  Dr.  Lochbk  exhibited  s  specimen  of  a 
diseased  aorta,  in  which  an  aneurism  had  formed  in  tbe 
pouch  behind  one  of  the  semiluaar  vahes.  - 

'  Mr.  W.  R.  Smtth  mentionecl  a  case  connected  with, 
the  encroachment  of  aneurism  upon  other  organs,  in 
which  a  person  died  suddenly,  with  some  previous  evi- 
dence of  venous  obstruction,  and  it  was  found  that  an 
abdominal  aneurism  had  burst  into  the  vena  cava. 
In  rehition  to  the  occasional  absence  of  bruit  in  an 
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anearism,  Mr.  Hallowes  related  an  interesting  case 
that  had  occurred  in  the  hospital.  A  man  was  admitted 
with  a  firm  swelling  in  the  popliteal  space.  No  pulsa- 
tion could  be  detected  in  it  by  the  repeated  examinatio&s 
of  different  obseryersi  and  no  bruit  was  heaixl  by  as 
frequent  applications  of  the  stethoscope.  The  case  had 
been  sent  as  oi^e  of  popliteal  aneurism  j  the  investigation 
was,  therefore,  minutely  and  accurately  conducted,  yet 
nothing  but  a  tumour  of  macertain  nature  could  be 
made  of  it.  After  a  Hme,  the  integument  over  it 
became  red,  and  suppura,tion  appeared  to  have  taken 
place;  a  lancet  was  introduced  but  nothing  followed.. 
Several  hours  «ftef,  a  aucMen  gush  of  blood 'oocuired, 
and  before  assistance  could  be  rendered  the  man  died'.' 
At  tipo$t^mortem  examination,  an  aneurism,  filled  wfth 
concentric  lamiiie,  ma  fDund  connected  with'  the' 
popliteal 


the  Bacif  associated  m(h  Cancer  of  ihe  Forearm!-^ 
By  Mr.T.  B.  I^ALi^QWBs. 

S.  M.,  aged  40,  is  married  and  has  borne  children .' 
Her  complexion  }s.  fair,  .i^n4.  of  laie  rather,  sallow';  , 'Hpf; 
health  was  never  robust.  About  six  years  since  she 
noticed  a  ^maU  hard  .lump,  of  the  size  qf  a  pea  ipjthe 
integamei^  of  the  inwer,  surfece  of  the  feft  foreajrn)^ , 
nearly  midway  between  the  wrist  and  tlj^  b^ii^f  the^ 
«lbQw.  A,  sljgj^t  QccasiopAl,  piicking  aens^j^ian.vrs,^  the 
onTy  uneasiness  Mim  <  ThA.ilQmp^.flioiviy  lAcreaSedi,  iwdj 
after  it  had  ^^xisted' tares'  j6mt  she  1>edamr««  out- 
patient of  the  Canterbury  Hospital,  under  the  ca^e  rii 
Mr^.I^eid^.  There  wa^  ,the«  ^  flat  cin^lv,  growth  Witli. 
rouikdod.edgMk.  nised  .aiM>«e  tbe<gABeral  surface  «Miiyi 
a  quarter  df  toi  hieJi.  It  was  about  the  %ifce  of  a  six- ' 
pence,  and  the  centre  was  depressed  and  uLcei^^Ud. 
Strong  nitiic  acid,  ana  ultimately  potassa  fus^v  .]vei;^^ 
Applied;  It'>Daqwnd  tPt  at  sixiippUi^tioBftj^f'  the 
caustics  before  all  traces  of  the  disease  were  remoVOd,' 
and  a  healthy  surface  produced.  A  deep  ulceration  was 
-owed  br.m  rM^^i  m  ^9  aov^  H^ed/fiomit^y^ 
About  six  months  afterwttt^,  theicHsease  returned  in  the 
'Cicatrix,  and  one  or  two  lumps  appeared  in  various 
parts  of  the  body,  and  increased  in  size.  She  appplied 
to  Mr.  HalloWes  abo'St' eighteen  months  since,  wlien 
there  appeared,  arising  from  the  cicatrix  on  the  armj  a 
growth  of  fungoid  appearance,  but  not  showing  ^ 
malignant  character.  It  was  attached  to  the  arm  by  a 
broad  base,  and  immediately  from  its  origin  spread 
with  prominent  and  everted  edges  in  a  circular  formj  so 
that  a  proba  could  be  passed  from  its  edges  sohie 
distance  before  it  reached  the  base.  The  surface  was 
unequal,  ncooped  out  in  parts,  projecting  in  others; 
the  hollowed'  portions  were  ulcerated,  and  discharged  a 
thin,  colourless,  uiodorous  fluid;  the  raised  portions 
were  coTered  by  a  very  delicate  transparent  membrane, 
on  which  small  blood  vessels  were  beautifully  ramified. 
There  has  been  little  alteration  in  the  character  of  this 
growth  up  to  the  present  time,  except  its  increase  of 
size,  and  an  occasional  slight  haemorrhage.  Various 
applications — nitric  acid,  muriatic  acid,  arsenic,  &c.| 
hare  been  made  for  its  destruction,  but  without  effect. 


The  tumours  on  the  body  continued  to  grow,  some 
attaining  the  si2e  of  four  or  five  inches  in  length  by 
two  or  three  in  breadth ;  one  on  the  chest  seemed  to  be 
advancing  to  suppuration;  the  skin  covering  it  was 
inflamed  and  slightly  adherent.  This  was  removed, 
and  was  found  to  consist  of  a  firm  homogeneous  stnic<* 
ture,  of  a  density  between  that  of  a  fibrous'and  scirrhous 
growth  J  it  had  a  whitish  colour  and  glistening  aspect, 
with  an  appterakicn'  df  ibeiUg  slightly  lobed*;  at.  one  oc 
twd  points  a  small  •yellowish  grey  deposit  iwa^  noticed^ 
and  taid^i'  the  spot  where  tbtfintfegttnMirte'^tire  inflamed 
tli^e  WB8'an  irregular  cavity  of  the  sise  of  a  hascl  nut» 
containing  isomle  aptparently.wrii^formed  pus:  Anotiner 
tumour  of  large  size,  removed^fvom  thehaoki  resembled 
the  'a/bore  'ill  Idl  its  lihtiraetets/'i^th  th^^xeeptldn  that 
there  was  no  purulent  deposit.  ^ 
^  The^  ,great  axp^ftti  f  «»C  :  pOj^stiiu^ioBal  4Utwb,fyac6 
ft.  I  following  the  operation,  and  the  lengtk>of  time  «hiah 

Two  Tumoftrs  ttfumedfiim  thhfrofllt  of'tU  Chesi  tM'  ensued  before  the  patient  recovered  her  health,  deterred 


Mr.  Hallowes  from  removing  ihe  lother^tupnours,  six  in 
number.  Since  the  operation,  two -small  additional 
growths  have  apj^ared. 

From  a  full,  consideration  of  this  Casc^.^'Mr.  Ilaltowes 
was  inclined  to  tWnk'  iftat  organic  disei^e  would  ulti- 
mately destroy  life,  >n  J  tWthe  liver  \l^dnt5"  be  !'ts  seat, 
unless  the  tumours  should  stipl^urate,  aria  b^'stieceeded 
by  growths. similar  to  tiiatfQn,the  awn,  in  WhicTi  case  it 
ia  probaWe  the  heaUh^  wo«ild  bo  ^•rn  d<x<m  b|y,  the  dis- 
charge and  irritation.  -  /      < 

Several  months  after  licrtttseh|lr9»inink<therbospifca), 
a^a  skih>  the  case'^a^  ftetate^/Mr.  IftHd^es  "was  called 
tp.  visit  .ter  in  the  cpuntry,*  ?kpd  |earui  the  foUowiujg^ 
plarCiieoUrs  r-^Additioiial  tumour^  had  appeared  in  the 
loins  ftfft'baok'r'the  ovigiAai  tumoav  on  thaacin  had 
much  increased,  and  become  very  painftil  J' Her  health 
had  lifowjy  faffedi  ^eat  cmabiatfi:);i,'f<Al6wb(! by  asfcites, 
had  taken  place.  At  tlie  period  of , his  visit  she  waa 
generally  anasareous,  esp^eiaUy- about  tho-face,  and  waa 
suilf ring'  mu^U  *aii^  }f  fi^^,  fread  v;apd  p\ff^f  w?th  palpi- 
tation of  the  heayt,  *  a«4  "^  f^^  ^™*f  delirious.  She 
died  a  fortnight  afterwards.  No  examination  was 
obtained,  •      .      »     ,  ....  .      / 

Placenta  PrcBvia.—Viy  Mr.  A.  B.  Andrews. 

I  •      •         ,  •  : 

Mr.  A.  B.  And^ewf  p);esent^d  a.  plf^iC^^ta,  with  the 
membranes  entire,  and  contaiping  a  foetus  between  the 
fifBh  and  sixth  month  of  development.  The  placenta 
vt^s  dark,  and  injected  with  blood  throtaghout  the 
greater  part  of  its  extent,  aud  ^nutnerous  coagtila  were 
entangled  in,  and  adherent  to  its  surface.  A  defined 
line  separated  this  portion  from  tlie  remainder,  and 
indicated  the  extent  to  which  it  had  been  placed  over 
the  OS  uteri.  The  patient  was  41  years  old,  and  had 
borne  seven  children.  At  the  third  period,  when  men- 
struation would  have  occurred  had  she  not  been  preg- 
nant, hoemorrhage  had  taken  place,  and  continued  for  a 
week,  and  then  ceased  until  the  fourth  period,  when  it 
recurred,  and  continued  more  or  less  until  she  mis- 
carried, which  was  about  a  week  after  the  fifth  period. 
The  hemorrhage  was  at  this  time  very  considerable, 
but  ceased  after  the  expulsion,  in  one  mass,  of  placenta 
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and  m^mbranef  I  ivith  tbe  foetus.      Sho.  had  a  good 

Warty  Uleei^.orBpUheHai  Cancer  of  the  CictLtr^tfi^' 
Bum.— By  M^f.  Jamie^s  Kfiib. 

relating  tatUf  disewWt  hw  ^eiv,gi|t^l%p<^,at  page  62 
ofitiiwjwwiaj^..,      ,„..,  ,     ,^.,.,,  ,  .  ,.     ,^   ^^.^     ,, 

PATHOLOGICALSOCIETX  aiil|)WfiNr' 


Dr.  Tenner  presen^d  spcciiiiens  ot       '     '  "^  ■ '  • 

.       .  .  ■      .   .    ^   f   '..■         ,!    /A.      ...1.-    .-   ,..  ;    -.,).    .,; 

wM  obtMi!^;'l)r.  Jenii«r  ^atedi 'ih>!{i  %Ea€'«fifM&r«dj 
i^Yte  tftiMoUf^doir^'thd  H^jUfebitj^^sMatttm^'aH)*  wfaUi^ 

Hy>infertftfe/  trcrt  iidtf  Affly  •  dtttertbed  Urf^  detell  •« 
TSrcb6V'pdbltil!iied''Ud'mehybiir'  on  MorbM  PigitiMtIn' 

Under'tii^'lai^tSh^i^J^e'ttffght^^  be'MMt'^llck'^Mtigeu; 
cdl6tifd^,  kiiibrpIiUM/kiia  xM^'dB^ec^  ^t«xMilaf()IMilxVf) 

col<A!ired  ^\»e« 'krii«'lM'r^b^9»a«' (««,'' iV&cliMr 
stitietf;  nibdSibittidri^'of  bttidMf6kift>Wnd,>'tfaei«^rd>^^ 
tertns  thd  latter bteoMtb^d  K^ryitiili.  ^Iim)f»6iid^ll  «rf  til»' 
intd^etft  WbkU  tbeiif  apt^ekraiie^  inig%it  e^dle^  they  «UKr 
plrbbaWy  idff 'sotfji  ptactteaf  ^fWrtahid^,  4^  ft'-trooM 
stem  eM,  *w&^t£(«r  t^y;''iA  Vb^-«fr'*tltae6«r,  b  irry^i-- 
lihe'ibrm  bMibefdiktiDMifi  o^  tibt,-4fk)6y  aire  iievtjf-fbiitfd 
imWss  p^dedd^'  V '^t^^  ^f  M^d;'ki»d»tha«  s^dMI. 
cfoys,  iperb^p^  Wtel^;  lire  'rtiqti!rM  fdi^'t^r  '(bMaMTidta. 
Tbe  earliest  peHod  8t'Tt4nclb"ViHehow  Irnew  ilu^  ti^bb 
ibnud  iT'as  se^t^  days.  t)Ak  ^<i^'hl  ebe  cAe  of  atr 
•  individual  wfito'  received '  kfi  iijYify'  ^eteby  eitrtivasat 
tion  of  blood  was  prodncied:  ''  IVitb  reffe^entie'  !6l  Ihe 
case  from  wHicb  Che  crystals  tm'def  the  microscope  *^?H&re 
obtained,  it  was  a  matter  of  great  ihterfikit  to  d«terMi»e 
the  age  of  the  c!6t.  Itke  woifian  had  bt^  nopcralyisia 
of  tbe  led  aVm  or  leg,  and  very  trifting  loss  df  power 
in  the  muscles  of  the  left  side  of  tbe  face.  She  ^d 
from  apoplexy,  with  right  hemiplegia,  of  two  daya' 
duration.  An  evidently  recgnt  clot  occupied  the  left 
corpus  striati:^!!  ^^  jopiie  /tialan)U$,  ai)!  a  cUt  of  con- 
siderable  size,  having,  a  somewhat  orange  colour,  and 
containing  the  crimson  crystals,  a  part  of  tbe  left 
corpus  striatum  and  adja<ienb  wliite  substance.'  Kow, 
what  was  the  age  of  the  elot  on  the  right  side  ?  Was 
this  woman  walking  aboatwitboutany  signs  of  paralysis 
of  the  left  arm  or  leg^  with  a  large  clot  in  tbe  right 
corpus  atriatum  and  white  natter  adjacent?  Many  of 
tbe  miuute  arteries  in  the  corpora  8triatB»  and  a  fe«:  in 
tSie  white  matter  of  both  heHusphems  wer«,  in  the  same 
subject,  the  seat  of  a  deposit  of  calcareous  matter.. 
The  deposit  was  in  some  cases  limited  to  the  middle 


coat,  and  in  several  the  calcareous  matter  existed  in  the 
form  of  minute  granules,  giving  only  a  clouded  appear- 
ance tp  tbe  coat.  Hydrochloric  acid  dissolved  the 
calcareous  matter,  giving  off  bubbles  of  gas,  probably 
carbonic  acid.  The  coats  of  tbe  arteries,  after  the 
action  of  the  acid,  looked  perfectly  healthy.  The  walls 
of  a  few  of  the  capillaries  were  studded  with  fat.  Some 
of  these  calcified,  and  also  many  of  the  apparently 
bealtl^y  minute  vessels  of  the  white  substance  of  the 
hemjspberes  were  filled  with  orange- coloured  granules^ 
np  blood-dis^s  bein^  perceptible  among  them.  Dr. 
Jenner  tbouglxi;  these  granules  had  beeti  formed  during 
life,  aa  a  consequence  of  congestion,  from  which  the 
patiei^t  had  been  supposed  to  suffer,  and  that  thdr 
presence  must  seriously  have  interfei^ed  with  tbe  circu- 
lation through,  and  consequently  with  the  functions  of, 
the,  cerebrum.  He  adverted  to  a  case  that  lately  fell 
unde^;  h^p  observation,  in  which  tbe  external  coat  of  ^ 
minute  arteries  of  the  brain  was  greatly  thickened  by 
fibrocus  tissue^  and  to  tbe  effect  on  the  cerebral  function 
which  this  condition  might  have  produced. 

Dr.  Baly  reiferred  to  a  paper  on  the  anatomy  of 
thmmbus  by  Sir  E.  Homey  in  which  these  b6dle8  are 
sj^p^en  pfas  i)^n|[  fbuiid after  a  certain  period;  solOng^ 
a  period^  indeed,  that  he  fDr.  Baly)  thought  they  must 
in  Dr.  Jep^eri^  case,  \i^  referred  to  the  earlier  dale. 
,  Mr.  SoLL^  Inquired  of  Dr.  Jenner,  how  much  of  the 
qorpus  striatum  and  optic  thalamus  had  been  left  intact 
on  ,1;he  rlrbt  aid^,?  The  question  be  thought  uiterestipg 
i^  ^  pby.siolp^cal.  point  of  view. 
JDn  ^^ENNKR  re^  tnat  portion  of  tbe  case  which 
reffri:^  to  tbis  point  j  from  which  it  appeared  that 
sbojit  Uiree  fpurths  of  those  bodies  were  normal. 

lyir.  Solly  remarked,  that  it  was  interestm^  to  notice 
hpw  .much  of  these  bodies  could  be  destroyed  without 
tbe  o^fjurrencQ  of  paralysl?. 

1^^.  Sqlly  repfeseritcM  a  specimen  of 

Neeroiii  qf  a  Portion  qf  the  Head  and  Neck  of  the 
Thigh  Bone, 

Tb^'^^que'strum  is  about  ^n  Ineh  in  lettglb  and  half 
an  inch  in  breadth.  li  is  quite  detached  from  the  sound 
b<)iiei^..nrbe.caTil(yiin  which  it  is  contained  occupies  the 
iwck  Aipkd  head  of  tb9  Ci^imur,  and  the  centre  of  the 
alftioidMiD^iaarfiEbce'of  the  head  of  the  bone  is  quite 
sh^Qtbed^  Tbe  joint  is  obliterated  by  tbe  absorption  of 
aU  tbe  cartilaginous  surCeicea  and  synovial  membcane. 
Tbe  head,  and  neck  of  tha  femur  are  fully  united  to  the 
pelvis  bj  a  fitm  fibrous  tissue,  forming  a  complete  but 
not  osseous  anchylosis.  On  the  anterior  surface  of  the 
Deck  of  the  bone,  just  in  front  of  tbe  anterior  intertro- 
chaxiteric  line,  there  is  an  opening  through  the  sound 
cancellous  structure  about  the  size  of  a  borse*bean. 
This  allowed  the  exit  of  tbe  pus  into  a  fistulous  abscess, 
which  runs  behind  the  tendon  of  the  rectus  to  the  outer 
side  of  tbe  thigh.  Tbe  subject  of  this  disease  was  a 
young  woman,  ag«d  32»  who  was  under  Mr.  Solly's  care 
in  St.  Thomas'  Hospital.  She  traced  the  disease  to  an 
injury  received  when  she  was  1 2  years  old.  Nine  years 
ago  she  was  under  Mr.  SoUy's  care,  and  the  disease  of 
the  joint  was  so  iar  arrested  that  she  was  able  to  walk 
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well  and  without  pain  with  a  high  shoe  -,  hut  she  ahan- 
doned  the  use  of  it;  not  liking  its  appearance,  and  got' 
fresh  inflammation  in  the  joint,  hut  remained  sufTering 
for  some  years  without  any  medical  treatment.  She 
died  with  nloei;^tion  of  the  intestineS|  with  a  largo  iatty 
liyer,  and  disease  of  the  ovary.  Mr.  Solly  considered 
€bat  the  necrosis  was  consec[uei:^t  on  tne'suppiy  of  Iblo'od 
being  partly  gut  off  hy  the  ligamei\tum  teres ,  and  the 
obotmction  of  the  other  arteries  of  the  hea^  of  the  hone 
by  general  inflammation  of  its  canceQpus  Us^uei  Mr.' 
Solly  remarkec^  that  if  the  health  and  general  power  of 
the  patient  whep  she  went  into  the  Hospital' lia'd 
wavT^ted  any  operation  involving  loss  of  blood/  and' 
the  exact  <^i>ditioxi  of^  tl|e  necrosed  portion  could  bave' 
been  asoertained|du^n^  life|  it  might  have  heehremoveii' 
by  a  little  enlargement  cfft^c^osseous^tructure.' 

Mr,  Solly  inquired  of  Mr.  Stanley  wheihi^,  in '  his 
ezperiencQ,  he  had  met  with  such  a  case  as  t^at  '^e^ 
(Mr.  SoUy)  had^ust  related.  '  '   '       ''  " 

Mr.  Stanlry,  in  reply,  astted  Mr. 'Solly  whicfe',*  in ' 
his  opinion,  was  the  onginal  malady,  the  diseased  hip- 
jomt  or  thenecrpsi?.   ..     ... 

Mr..  Solly  believed  that  the  iiisease  originated  lii  clie 
synovial  m.em,hrane,  o^  ^  hin-joii>t,  apa  ^hat  ultimafety'' 
necrosis  of  tl^  femur  dccurrea.  *Such  wasMs  omnioA/ 
but,  unfortunately,  he  had  not  heen  ahle  to  obtain'  such' 
information  respecting  the  case  as  to  'satisfy  h'ls  mmd 
that  his  opinion  wa?  Qwte  cor^ect^, .     . 

Mr.  Stanley  replied^  ithat  iii  would' '^ccSf'courdfe 
dUBcnlt  to  make  out  such^matWs  ^uite  'iatisf^ieto^/iy.'' 
He  had  met  with  spch  cases,  and  'generally  in'  fettiales 
from  20  to '2^  years  of  age;  there" would  be  ftffii'iises' 
discharging  freely  for  years,  an^  consraerabte'sii^efhig.' 
The  probe  passed  ^n  de^ly,  and^trucl^^upon  dead  b(ihe, 
but  the  evidence  of  its  beiuf' loose  was  not  usually 
satisfiu^tory.  If  such  were  'discover^a''' during  ^iffe",  It 
would  be  right  to  attempt  ^s  removal,  h'hl^noC  o^erWise. 

Mr.  Wm.,Aj>am9  exhibited^  for  Mr.  Mackmurdo  a 
speamen  of 


.  Swrvip^ StttfftiWfekSf  .^ ,  .     '     ..  ,„  ,j 

J.  W.,  aged  23,  adtuitted'  i^to'St.'Tb^ttfltt'ftlBospiua' 
in  a  tftate  of  extreme'  coHttp^,  hti^irig  hwk  ^ftfeeAMtd- 
between  a  eatt-vrheel  ahd  a  posL  '  H0  y^ittainjtd<#ildu)ttt 
any  r6-actibn  ftft  nearly  forty-^bl  hours,  and  thei^ 
slowly  revived,*  hating  fftkett  «  very  larg^  quantity  tt 
brandy.  Symptoms  of  )ierit^iti8  rapervenedi*  and 
were  som^hat  rdiered  by  calomelv'  Bet,  The  abdotten 
Temained  sWOllto,  with  distinct  fluctoaiion  en  the 
right  side.  Oppression  at  ^e  chesty  with  diffictiHy  of 
breathing,  gradually  increased,  till  hU  death,  wWdi 
took  place  seven  weeks  and  two  days- after  tlie  Hocident. 

Pott-mortem  eramihaHon. — Right  side  of  the  chest 
mote  prominent  than  the  left.  Abdomen  unifofmiy 
tense.  On  opening  the  chest  the  right  pleural  cavity 
appeared  to  be  filled  with  turbid  serum,  tinged  with 
blood,  in  which  was  a  large  quantity  of  imperfectly 
coagulated  bloodj  about  a  quart,  coated  with  fibrin  or 
lymph,  tinged  with  bile.  The  right  lung  had  evidently 
taffiered  extreme  compression.    This  fluid  ^jj^  oommv» 


nidatied  with  fl^id  in  the  abdomikial  cavity,  through 
what  at  first  appeared  to  be  a  laceration  in  t&fef  die- 
phrsgm  i  s  further « di88ec^pn»  however,  .f howed  tl^at  the 
fluid  in  the  cheft  ,w^s  no^  i^  thc^  pleural  cavity,  but  that 
thQ  diaphragm  had  been  pushed  upwards  into  the  chest 
as  iiigh  as'thd  ufip^  eidf^e  <Jf  tlifethii^  rft' fifatWbrlf  and 
Uterafiy,  ahcl  iiQt^niklly  W  th^  imM^  ft^fw^t^'lhd' 
second  and  third  dorsal  vertebne;  belo4^<{|f^- points' 
indicated  it  wa«[jgdl»9reQt tothe thoracic  parietes.  The 
right  lung  was  compressed  into  the  apex  and  posterior 
pa^^&e  thirabW  oavi^r^  the  anl^oi  jh^ktfdJi&iid] 
base  not  extending  lower  thanthe  interval  between  the 
seeond  andiJtb«rd#ntal  iwur^jJug^  fja^,  jis^^>ft^ce  of 
the  lung  was  healthy.  CeatiauouB  with  this  thoracic 
.extension  of  the  abdominal  cavity  was  a  large  and 
^mperfectly-circumscnbed  cavity,  occupying  nearly  the 
tf^t  half  of  th^  abdomfenV b(h!^iM'%4^V^  afld  tb^Mvds 
ith^'  id^sial  lih^  by  thfe  gr^t  tJAi^et^mV  iMssftt^  oB|tqti«jly 
dfvfmw99^si^vk^^  Bght.iliac.fr»f»hJ»  paf^i#,«tffa)^ 
then]^^idai7  waa  mjp^ft^,  k^  %t,f)je  ]i^|p^,payi|^ 

righA  half  9JfJ*e^4wvVr^9IP%  ^e«?5ftTOfftH^itfr 
ai  ■«»aH#r,jp»vi«y«,09<?ttpytt»gt  tJ»^7i>e}iR%^fa^4i(€?^p#?t 
iaib  tbo-left,ilinc  i?fgiop,  >^  al^%  fi^§4  ^fJ^  serjiWDo^. 
titfl»d..fi^h  fm*  .tibe  pu8,h^,ijiflp1^,^;j>^i^(^.An 
iH*0>.l?9rion>  Thffle  w^il^ip^  wer^  ^gj^spril?^,  by 
psntowa),  .ftdbesiQnB.     Thevp  Ji^,}f^,4if^^.rf^m^ 

o^Tithe  florfwo.pf  %  iirt^^i|ip%obsAi4^Wf%^. 
weifl:,flitocififaiyiA^thefli^g^ugJjjH4,iqj5,j^  ^^^^ 

i^v,«^eMi»)tedi.  ,Th^,JwffM'¥?^'iJ<MH^te4fl?5fcff«^^v 
tfe*'  *Bi9Ry,#?Jwi*i|g  nsfijfJy  tjiipi?gh ,  thp .  ^rj^^^of  .^ 
r^bt/k^,  lijw^yQu^p^portioia  4>f  whicb^.j^evlyi^tjy^bed^ 
,  WM.disfilaced  m^mv^^^f^m-^^^  %.M^8.^!Qf  the 
aiilhy  se¥entb»,  fmd  e^^  jibs ;. .tli\s  .R^irfj^  yv^  oj^.  ^ 
^«Wy  )igb^  yellQW  colour  ,Qn  i;tve\swfiftqfi.,<H^4r.e^^^?lj; 
p%lAin.its  intwpr.  .Tfc^  ^cftr^MpJ^^/W^.p^e^  for  « 
considesaUe  dititflwrp  tvith  one  oi  the  larsest  branches 
a^Ahpfnti^t  h^p«tift.v«i«,,bi3Miflq,h^^<)|^  if^^,^T9t.fit 
9mo9A  QK^,  appeaice^  tq^lpave  h^^ep  i9|>^^  ^,OHgh  th^ 
lafifFStm  extended  alm^^t.  to  th^  \^^  ,pava.  jThe  lii^r 
^^ii  ^iltfd.f^owikTfU  the  Tight  side^  end.,  oi^.margip  of  the 
la«fatiQnb«ing.dri»wn  towardg,J^,r\ti^,^P5)i^^J)|^t;^  tp 
tb*  idaoffitiv^  aiupearanpe  ,of  ^  l^w^^tjon,.  jthfoijgj^i  the 
di^phri^ria*  ^  the  other  orgsd^  we;;e  healthy,  with 
tha  ei^csption  of  a,  very  slight  laceration,  of  tix^  righ^ 
kidftey.-  ♦     .      ,...,-",      f.    .. ; 
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A^^ATOMY    AND    PHYSIOLOGY. 

Betiftarchei  <m  the  Structure  pf  the  Spinal  <Oord*'-^Bj 
LocKHAAT  Clabkb,  £sq, 

Some  new  and  indepenflcfnt  observations  on  the 
minute  anatomy  of  the  spinal  eord  have  been  pnbhshed 
by  Mr.  Clarke,  whieh  lead  to  iht  following  inferenees : — 
1.  That  the  ^sterior  gvey  snbstanoe  at  theiower 
extremity,  and  in  the  dorsal  regwn  of  the  eord,  con* 
sists  only  of  a  single  mass;  and  that  tho  nitimiia 
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geiaiinota  extends  uninteimptedly  across  from  one  side 
to  the  other. 

2.  That  the  nerre  fihre»'of  the  grey  substance, 
inclndrngf  those  of  {he  mbtimUia  ffeMino»a,  are  not 
grey  fibres -bearing  nudfii,  iHce  those  of  the  sympathetic, 
bat  fine  tubulee. 

3.  That  two  ooMid^^lecolnmns  of  caudate  vesicles 
(posterior  ntsicuUar  eoUmm),  in  inthnate  eonnectidn 
with  the  posterior  rdots  of  the  nerves,  extend  th6  whole 
length  of  the  eord ;  commencing  small  at  its  lower 
extremity,  iooreasing  In  sism  hi  the  lumbar  and  cevf^Sal 
enlargements,  and  terminating  at  the  up^er  part  of  ^e 
metfiUk.  oblongata; 

4.  That  the  number  of  caudate- vesicles,  partimflarfy 
in  the  anterior  greysubstKoee,  is  in  dii^ctVoiMftiisti'io 
•the  fiise  of  the  nerves;  '  •        i  >?   '"*"' 

'  5.  Thbt  the  cohiiiin  of  ieaiole»r  into 'WMoh,'irf the 
oervicaL  region;,  the  sphoal  aedesMty  tkfrr^  Wkj  he 
traoedj' extends  down  the  «ord  asfar  as  theluMlwr, 
eulargontot.  •!'•  '.,..•■•-  -"fr'-.p 

6.  That  a'«owiderabte  bmnch  of  tbe  spifisA  ac^seM^ifjn 
nerve,  whioh  isithe  only  nertv  iaimlKUately  attached  tb 
tJM  iktenl  ctoitmin,  -after  Mering'tfae  grey  sUMttle^,, 
may  e^ytbe.  traeedto  the  Miudate  residleb  Of' thie 
Anterior -eemev.  ■  .-.  f  ;.  i,  ; 

7.  That  the.posterfov  rodts  bf  thebpffiat  hef*e^'a>«, 
immediately  attached  to  the  poeteilor  Vhi^e  ^cohnMns,- 
'Only,  and  the  anterior  roots  to  the  anterior  columns' 
only  ;  but^ .  that  .fibres  frbm.^  both  these  nibts,' after 
traversing  certain  portions  of  the  grey  substance,  pass 
agafnirttd'tbfe  White  column*:    ''•'"•    ^""^ 

9.  That  'neither  the  anteWoc  nor  pbstfen()r"''wfirte 
<JoWtnnsi'r6"conn'cctedl)y  a 'transverse  co'mmtsstirfe.'  '' 

9;  Tbat'thcf  centhal' portion  of  the  grey  ^u^statice 
imnifedfately  s^iitoundlng  'the  spinal  canal  is  not  a  com- 
missural structure,  but  is  a  layer  of  fine  fibrous  tiS^e 
fcr  fiUiVpbrtitlg  the*  Wilts'  of  the  (5anal,  whfch  \l  lined 
with  columnar  6iJith6fitim.--iPA«'o«bj!j^io«f7Vfln^ac^ii7«*, 
Partlli/l'S&r: 

BKOWKi  Efcq.,  'M.RlC.S.,  'L.A.C,  &(»* 

The  author  of  thi9^<?9B»municatiQn(Jisput€s,  the  ^enp- 
rally -admitted  tliecvy  of  tjie  heat's  ,a^,tion.  Aft^r 
giving  a  brief  resume  of  the  opinions  of  Laenn^,  Pope, 
Williams^  &c.,  he  sjsys : — On  applying  the  eur  gr 
a  stethoscope  pver  the  ^rsecordial  regiop,  two  so^^i^ds 
are  heai-d  following  each  other ;  the  first  is  dull  and 
prolonged,  whilst  the  second  is  shorter  and  sharpj^i;.. 
The  first  sound  is  produped  during  the  diastvle,  and 
the  second  during  the  systole  of  the  ventricles  i  aijd  in 
support  of  this  theory  I  will  briefly  state  the  circum- 
stances under  which  this  opinion  was  formed. 

Some  few  weeks  since,  attending  a  patient  labouring 
under  increased  action  of  the  heart,  and  whilst  conduct- 
ing an  examination,  I  could  distinctly  appreciate  the 
inward  current  of  blood  firom  the  auricle  to  the  ventricle, 
producing  the  first  sound  by  suddenly  distending  this 
latter  cavity.  The  apex  of  the  heart  striking  against 
the  walls  of  the^chest  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
fifth  and  sixth  ribs,  communicated  to  the  ear  at  this 
moment  a  shock  (the  heart's  impulse).  Immediately 
followed  the  second  sound,  produced  by  the  onward 
current  of  blood  through  the  aortic  opening,  .prppelled 


by  the  contraction  of  the  ventricles.  I  observed, 
moreover,  that  the  first  sound  did  not  exceed  the  space 
in  which  the  impulse  was  felt, .  but  that  the  second 
sound  was  audible  in  nearly  the  whole  extent  of  the 
ehest,  which  would  tend  to  strengthen  the  theory  I 
faafve  advaneed,  inasmuch  as  the  sound  produced  by 
the  diastole  of  the  ventricle  would  be  circnmstrlbed, 
whereatf  that  produced  by  the  systole  would  be  diffused. 
— Lancet f  Jan.  S,  1852. 

PRACTICAL  MEDICINE. 

On.  4ki  VoTHtuf  ^Mkalnu  C/rine*— By  Dr.  B.  Jombs. 

It  is  of  some  importance  to  diagnose  the  exact  origin 
of  alkalinity  in  the  urine,  inasmuch  as  the  prognoets 
.4Iid4nwtefMbPi  widely  diffen.  This  is  cleariy  eel  forth 
in  some  lectures  by  Dr.  Bence  Jones  in  the  Medie&i 

The  differences  ^between  ammoniacal  and  alkaline 
urine  are  mentioned  in  the  following  table : — 
Contrast  between — 

4mmoHiacal  Ln>e  «nd  JJtfiUn»  I'tiae, 

,i4k4^sccnc«   Crum  caibonate  of  Alkalescence  from Jized.  allwU. 

atnmonia. 

10a««41)rM6iadlMU«;    i       i>  OmMd  by  gni«ral  difloMcr/' 

,Blif e  i>apcr  «)fl4e  r^d  on  4nv^K*     <  Bloo  papor  t^rnvvt*  bf«e  on^Uywf 

'Alkalescence  is  constant.  Alkaleacencc  it  ocawional. 

'fi)^ce«y6rmnciii8ftd]|>0«l»t^tit.  No^na.    Barely  ttttch  ttiiieaa. 

fWUnaiiq'tenKaliiPtienllr  m^^  At  flmt  gnnviwf^itpi^  «nly  aaa. 

Thf,i^dc«ce;Jt  film.  ha»  qriamatic  The  irideacmt  ^Im  ^onsiats  of  tbia 

'  cWJtals.     '  pl«tea. 

*  l*Iie  alkalescence  of  ammoniacal  urine,  Dr.  Jones 
continues,  is  caused  by  cart)onate  of  ammonia.  It 
arises  from  local  disease, — from  some  altered  mucus 
setting  up  a  change  in  the  urea,  and  giving  rise  to 
carbonate  of  ammonia.  'When' tested  by  blup'paper  it 
is'  made  red  on  drijing,  '  The  alkalescence  is  generally 
found  to  be  constantly  present  for  days  or  weeks 
together.  The  local  disease  consists  in  inflammation  of 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder,  which  gives  riao 
to  an  excess  of  mucus,  and  firequently  to  pus.  In  the 
'sedijiieiit  prismatic  crystals  are  constantly  seen.  If  the 
urine  is  left  to  stand,  an  iridescent  scum  forms  on  tki6 
,'sui^ace,  giving  all  the  prismatic  colours,  and  in.t|ie 
film  distinct  prismatic  crystals  can  be  found.  The 
difference  when  the  urine  is  alkaline  from  fixed  alkali  is 
great, '  It  is  caused  by  general  cUsorder,  as  indigestion, 
which  is  not  a  derangement  of  the  stomach  alone,  but 
a  ciisorder  of  the  whole  system.  When  tested  unth 
blue  paper,  it  remains  blue  when  the  paper  is  dried. 
The  alkalescence  is  only  occasional,  lasting  usually  a 
few  hours.  No  pus  can  be  found,  and  there  is  rarely 
much  mucus  present.  There  are  sometimes  oxalate  of 
lime  crystals  present,  but  these  ai;e  very  variable.  In 
many  points  such  urine  differs  thus  from  ammoniacal 
uiine^;  the  itost  striking  difference  is  the'  abseoce  of 
pus,  and  of  an  excess  of  mucus*  But  there  are  other 
points  of  difference  still  to  be  mentioned.  In  urine 
alkaline  from  fixed  alkali,  the  precipitate  which  forme 
at  first  consists  only  of  a  granular  deposit  of  phosphate 
of  lime.  Usually  there  is  no  appearance  of  prismatic 
crystals  at  all  until  the  urine  has  stood  for  some  time. 
The  iridescent  film,  if  examined  with  a  microscope,  will 
not  be  found  to  consist  of  prismatic  crystals,  but  of 
fine  thin  plates  of  phosphate  of  lime,  which  are  per- 
fectly soluble  in  any  acid,  and  have  no  crystalline 
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appearance.  If  these  facts  are  true,  then  what  has 
Leea  called  the  phosphatic  diathesis,  should  he  called 
aUudine  orine ;  and  this  mast  be  sabdivlded  into  two 
yery  different  states,  the  one  ammoniacal  urine,  and  the 
other  urine  alkalme  from  fixed  alkali.  As  the  causes 
which  produce  these  states  a«e  totally  different,  the 
practical  importance  of  the  distinction  cannot  be 
fiTeiiooked. 

[The  presence  of  prismatic  crystals  in  the  iridescent' 
pellicle  is  not  strictly  characteristic  of  ammoniacal 
urine,  we  have  repeatedly  met  with  them  so  large  as  to 
te  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  in  the  peHiele  ifbU^  forms* 
in  the  urine  of  patient's  labourin|f  under  InritatiTe 
dyqiepsia. — Ed.  P.  J.]  ,    ,  .^ 

Bieedmg^md  Colckieum  in  Acuie  Rhtfttimikmi'-^Bf 
Dr.  Aldi8.  •     ♦'•'  '    ' 

Dr.  Aldis  relates  a  case  of  acute  rheumatism  m  a 
female,  aged  53^  which  he  treated  by  bleeding  to  eight 
ounces,  calomel  and  opium  at  night,  and  c6lcKi(ium 
and  sulphate  of  magnesia.  The  recovery  was  rapid. 
As  medical  opinion  is  somewhat  divided  on  the  best 
treatment  for  this  disease,  we  subjoin  the  author'^s 
comments.  He  obseryes  that  he  learnt  the  way  of 
treating  rheumatism  from  Dr.  Chambers,  and  has  him- 
edf  had  twenty-f^ur  years  experience  of  it  He  h^ 
abo  tried  other  modes  of  treatment,  but  prefers  lliis. 
It  has  been  objected||^t  bleeding  debilitates  the  patfdnt 
Tory  much,  and  that  calomel  salivates.  To  this  he 
replies  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  push  bleeding  'so  far 
as  to  occasion  the  first;  and  with  regard  to  the  second, 
lie  never  salivates  the  patient,  unless  pericarditis  is 
present.  It  has  been  asserted  that  venesecHon  produces 
pericarditis ;  of  this  the  author  never  saw  a  single 
instance;  but  he  has 'seen  nimierous  cases  of  chronic 
pericarditis,  in  which  venesection  had  never  been  used. 
It  is,  however,  quite  true  that,  iu  spite  of  active 
antiphlogistic  treatment,  pericarditis  may  supervene; 
nevertheless,  he  believes  it  is  much,  oftener  cured  or 
rdieved  when  met  by  antiphlogistic  treatment,  ^m 
file  frequent  coincidence  of  pericarditis  with  acufe 
rheumatism,  the  vitiated  state  of  the  secretion?,  and 
the  painful  nature  of  the  disease,  the  author  stronjg;ly 
veoommends  the  above  mode  of  treatment,  being,  as  he 
beBeves,  a  judicious  combination  of  powerful  aiid 
valuable  remedies,  calculated  to  fulfil  the  indications 
required  for  treating  the  complaint.  He  only  remembers 
two  cases  where  the  venesection  caused  even  teml>orary 
distress,  the  patients  had  been  addicted  to  drinking, 
and  slight  delirium  tremens  was  induced. — Lanceif 
Jan.  10,  1852. 

SURGERY. 

Fatal  Tetanus  following  Ligature  qf  Htsmorrhoids* 
By  Jamks  Bdlton,  M.D. 

Dr.  Bdlton  relates  the  case  of  a  negress  in  whom  the 
operation  for  piles  was  thus  performed : — ^The  patient 
was  fully  narcotised  by  chloroform.  The  haemorrhoidal 
mass  was  so  vascular  that  merely  sponging  with  cold 
water  caused  the  loss  of  about  half  a  pint  of  blood  in 
a  few  minutes.  It  was  divided  by  sulci  into  three 
tamours.  A  needle  was  passed  through  the  base  of 
eacii^  carrying  a  double  ligature,  which  was  tied  on  both 
tides  of  the  tumour.  In  forty-eight  hours  nearly  the 
whole  had  sloughed  off.     Chlorine  wash  was  applied  to 


correct  the  foetor  and  to  promote  healthy  action.  A. 
moderate  dose  of  sulfdiur  and  bitartnUe  of  potash  was 
ordered,  to  remove  constipation  caused  by  opium  iised 
to  allay  the  pain  which  was  produced  by  the  ligatuxei. 
About  three  or  four  times  the  quantity  ordered  waa> 
given,  and  produced  violent  hypevcalharsis.  This  was 
not  checked  until  it  had  lasted  several  days,  owing  to 
acflectof  diieotions*  On  the  filth 'day  the  patient  felt 
.remarkably  weU  until  night,  when  ehe  suffered  from 
ocanps  of  the  horns..  Next4ay  thece  were  symptoms 
^  decided  tetanus.  Ordered  movphise  sulph.  gr.  sp. ; 
quinine  disulph,  gr.  x.,  every  second  hour.  Chlorofbtm 
to  .be.used  a*  often  ««>  netxKwefi  to  su&dne  spasm. 
Pineotipn  JBOt  alteadfft to  vnta-ni^t^.  Observing  some 
foetor.  from  the  anus,  applied  iigection  of.  strong  eoln* 
%nt0f  ait»ate,Qf:  sUxfde.  fSbm  following  day  ^fa^spasma 
jQoi^iniied,  when- free- from  the  influence.  df*chron>fonn; 
aoaMtendenigr  to aiak^ inability  toawaAow.  -  pirectei 
mercurial  inunction  extensively.  After  seiaxing  the 
iBataeol).coBipletel]R  .by  oUorofiiia»#  peased.  a  stomach 
|tvb$  1  ani,  ifliieetfid  .mer^w.  anlph* .  gn  ji.  f  quinine 
sulphate*  dr.  j.„.iind  bfandy*  oas.  Only  onei  spasm 
^oemnred^iter  tlNB,.bnt  the  patient  coatfaiu^ to  sink^ 
and  died  without  a  struggle  in  about  four  faeurs^  A 
pP8i>-m$riemexaxxm»tkHi'VtA  notpermitled^^^^^^ef^o- 

I  Xhtike  iMisX  7> eatmmi'^f  Svppvumting  JoitU^. 

[Surgeons  in  general  are  ayerse  V>flJ«JW6,w?cisioua 
^into  jojnts,  under  a  vagi^e  impre^ipn  ]that  »the  contact 
oif  a^T  is  prejudicial.'  The  f^lacy  of  s^  impressio^is  so 
cl^ly  demonstrated  by  Mr.  Gay.|  .is  ,al?o  exhibited  by 
iir.  Soily^  in  some  clinical  remarks  or  injuries,  pf  the 
kpeeTjoiut.    Hesays:— J  .      , 

With  ijcj^ard  tothe  local  treatment,  I  ha,ve  |io  heaita- 
tion.  in  reiommendin^f.^a  free  opemp^  ip.to  the  ioint, 
where  there  is  extensive  suppuration,  anA-much  ponpti-  . 
tutional  irritation  in  consequence  ;  and  on  this  subject 
llthink-the  ofiinion.  o<Mr«  Rutherfi^rd  Alcook  of  infinite 
value,  firom  his  great  expt ri^BOie.    He  saya  --^ 

"  The  great  object,  then,  is,  firstly,  to  prevent  the 
deposit  and  accumulation  of  matter  in  the  articulation, 
which,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  of  its  ^ 
bhmd,  innocuous  nature,  previously  to  the  admission  of 
atmospheric  air,,  quickly  erodes. all  the  articulating 
surfaces,  in  the  generality  of  cases ;  1  have  seen  ex- 
ceptions but  they  are  few ;  and,  secondly,  to  prevent 
the  matter  from  burrowing  among  the  muscles  extendii^ 
upwards  and  downwards,  thus  mvolving  the  whole 
limb  iii  a  suppurative  and  disorganizmg  disease. 

*•  No  sooner,  therefore,  is  suppuration  established, 
than  it  becomes  necessary  to  devise  the  best  means  of 
obtaining  its  evacuation,  and  to  secure  its  draining  off,  . 
in  proportion,  or  as  fast  as  It  forms.  Any  fears  of  the 
contact  of  air,  I  cannot  but  think,  are  out  of  place. 
The  matter  will  do  more  mischief  by  being  allowed  to 
lodge.  Counter  openings  in  pendant  positions,  and 
free  incisions,  either  in  the  vicinity,  or,  if  necessary^ 
through  the  capsule,  should  be  promptly  and  boldly 
practised,  together  with  such  regulated  pressure,  above 
and  below  the  articulation,  as  the  state  of  the  limb  may 
indicate  and  allow,  in  order  to  counteract  the  tendency 
to  spread  and  burrow." — I/fl«ce/,  January  10th,  1852. 
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TREATMENT  OP  THE  INSANE. 

t  *  <  A 

Tb  fhe  Editors  ofif^'  I^^^wmeiai  Medifial  md  Surgical 
^y/''     /ourtuii. 

Sir,— DirAlunra  favoured  me  witli  a  llttl^  Gi'fcek : 
faU  LifCfn  quotation  I  had  somewhat  to  coiiredr;  ttlid  I 
may  perhaps  find  oat  who  ca^  best  construe  tho  verb — 
,mfufff\tfit»t.  I  will  no'^  present  him  with  a  little 
GemiiQ.,. 

**  Der  ente  Febkr  des  M«iiBch«Qist,  das  er  Theorien 
ftir  'Brfahnmg^n  tiimmi;  der  tzweka  das  w  Seme 
Erfahrongen  for  alle  halt/' 

I  am  sorry  your  opinions  differ  iVom  tnine'.  bdt'ftdr- 
ness  and  courtesy  is  aU  I  can  recjttSre  in  disoussion. 
I.  write  fro»>.a  review  of  opinions  formed  upon '  an 
•txpari^iic9'0f  tfai$|y«fiv0  j^ean,  as  a  student  and  a 
*prtieCilionei^  iivthteibraiioh  bf  mediciiie.  I  write,  thene- 
fore  with  sotn^'tBOtfAdeneeSti'tbe  maUar  upod -wbielv.  I 
dissertate.         '  '     •  •    ^' 

To  what  doeft  my  argument  tend  ?  Trtily  that  th»  (ni#e, 
-ralief,  proper,  oare.olT  insanity, '  U  uot  to  b6  truhttid  to 
'h«noitQ4»Wai|d  ein^^<^<l  °^^i^<^^  l>ni  that  atl 'Who 
engage  in  it,  are  to  be  suspected jof  fraud\MjBnt  4;nptives, 
aelf  interast,  unjust  flOApieioosy.  a  desire  of  retaking, 
instead  of  piMAOti&g  cure  $  whereas  the  best  advertise- 
ment of  a  pi$^«le  Qsyjum  is  the  number  it  restores  to 
aooiety  andrto <  tbeif  socjid  duties.  Illy  greatest  pleasure 
is,  when  I  can*  say.  my  patient  is  recovered,  and  I  am 
certain  this  is  a  general  feeling ;  but  I  will  contend,  the 
minute  observation  practised  as  the  law  requires,  often 
throws  ba^k  the  patients^  often  engenders  angry  feelings, 
is  often  subversive  of  good  ord^r',  'auti  of  that  intimate 
rel»6bft  'Wbioh  ought  to  subsist  betiireeia.patienta,  sltend- 
atttft,  arid  thb  superior,  uponwhofenaU  the  responsibility 
devtyiv^.  Thdiifi»patientB  friends  are  often  hurt,  by 
this  ^ehfin^y^  I  hk^^  lurdoulbt.     , 

Itt  forb^r'iAii^rB,  iAie  faefHt/oP  coafiMteient  m%h^  be 
too  lax,  but  wtieueter  reform,  eo  callod,  is  instituted,  it 
frequently  ptett^  to  an  (i^ctranet  <ttd  both  ^ominoir 
'  sense  and  common  intdUigen^  are  eacnfioed. 

To  what  does  all  this  tend  ? — as  if  every  one  would 
not  have  greater  pleasure  in  showing  a  clean  than  a 
dirty  house»  an^  wpuld  no^  prefer  a  ^ci^le  to  a^turbu- 
lent  dwelling. 

t  am  surethis'inhluttiinspecttottcotfld  tiot  be  offered 
in  any  private  domicile: "  Perhaps  rf'ditty  yMitient'toay 
be  fouled  at  the  very  moment  df  thtf  CotnmisJ^toHers* 
visit—perhaps  the  visit  may  httve  catlsed  the  dfdum- 
stance — as  has  occurred  in  orte  of  the  best-related 
establishments  in  the  kingdom,  down  goes  a  notw, -which' 
has  to  be  reported,  that  there  is  an  offtnilve  sm^I.  Ah 
early  visit  may  be  made  before  the  rodm«:  dab  be 
cleaned,  and  the  report  is  made. '  ^orrdf  tiiis  is  tfirffldent 
to*provoke,  when  every  hou86  in  Europe;  if  subjected  to 
such  investigation,  might  be  "equally  taUUted. 

The  complaints  of  grumbling  pfttienfs  are  oftett  much 
more  attended  to,  than  their  reality  can  sfdmH  {  if  the 
Conyniasioners  would  observe  the  cotlditlon  of  the  other 
patients,  taste  the  cup  or  food  complained  tS,  their 
judgment  would    generally  be    properly  d^etewttined. 


The  case  book  does  certainly  afford  some  protection,  but 
though  abaolutdy  insisted  upon  under  a  fine  of  not 
being  adequately  kept,  is  not  always  believed. 

Why,  again  I  ask,  are  we — ^the  proprietors  of  private 
aA/lumSy  to  bft  submitted  to  such  subordinate  inquiries, 
aod  whi  are  we  to  be  suspected  of  conduct,  that  can 
only  apply  to  felon  prisons,  or  to  inhuman  governors  of 
houses  of  correction  ? 

Takethe-lflTeLof  this, proprietary  system,  and  there 
win  be  found  in  it,  that  class  that  would  desire  to  do 
unto  others,  as  they  would  wish  should  be  done  unto 
themselves. 

'  •  1  re^Jtat,  I  *m'sofiy  we  dafcr^  but  my  regvet  dimin- 
ishes as  ^resA  the  'wonis  of  your  quotation  in  your 
leading  article.  The  "  recent  writer,"  I  know  not.  Hia 
senfeeneea  are  bigMy  figurative,  also  highly  delusive; 
they  might  adorn  a  novel; — well  mouthed^  might  moTO 
f»  ^dience  \o  tears; — ^in  reality,  nothing.  I  could 
turn  them,  into  a  song  of  a  poetical  maniac,  and  I 
^iielieve  could  quote  th^m  from  a  boolc  in  my  library, 
^UtJed  ."  Thn  Maniac's  Hall.^  Permit  me  also  a 
,^^0ftaU9n,j— ,^   ,,.    . 

**ThA ptVP^r  •t«4|'  if  to ^ttide  the  mind. 
From  iUi  lopposed,  orfiinriei  anconfined. 
'    ' '  *    To  brior  its  «M6ii»  n>  tteir  yropar  etmrw^ 
:-   irciCliet»:tQD  eMi«r,  i»Q«  too  vc«k  their  fiorec. 
Check  iqddra  Elj^ium,  mcUncholic  tean, 
'  'Wild  wMniig  fhottgtit, trtf  inj{hti«r*''b«itiai«r».  •  ■ 

"  Ah !  whit  nxhU;  trheu  reuoti'i  hmt  Itt  pbwMv 
'         '    Btt  fea*iy  tty  to  cala  tha  pwwwit  hffw. 

Vain  is  four  gnidance,  he  jour  ifli  not  turh . 
This  is  tmt  proper  duty,  tki*  tte  phu. 
To  prove  the  st«4f.  of  ««akiBd  ^  map  !  " 

These  kre' noble*  lines,  and  worth ^all  the  day  dreams 
ot  I'hapsody'.  What !  can  it  be  believed  for  a  moment, 
that  any  pa^  of  a  private 'asjftafli  is  b  dungeon^  iwbere  no 
ray  of  hope  enters ! — where  the  starling  sings  t»  tiie 
miserable  captive ! — where  the  iron  enters  into  the  soul  ? 
Alas  W^JW  '•  fr^V^  ^ald  WJrite  these  ^ords,  and  that 
the  leader  of  fg^up^,!  so  estimate,  should  force  me  to 
do  so. 

"And  yet  they  are  all  brethren."  True;  but  an 
we  all  &e  same  iu' intelligence,  in  equality  of  facdltlte — 
of  mind-^physical  forced  in  ability  of  direction,  in 
wlAt  G0d«  as^  a  gaaend  law  ofjbniinaoitj^has  consigned 
to'Mswortt.  Then,  asvay  with  evury  aystem-— every 
&6d^  bf  laWS'  Chat  it  or  may  be.  formed ,  to  unite 
the  tocial  cirde  for  the  purpose  of  general  advantage, 
-  tHMet  Hi  religion,  property,  or  disease.  The  rivers  flow, 
the  tid«-  ttltemates:  these  4uw  obvious  to  our  senses. 
'VfhM^Atf  lihe  writer  mean  by  his  "  Oeeaiii  of  Eternity.*' 

'It  icattnM  be  denied  that  aU  tneatment,  must  be 
gtnded  bf  the  moods  of  iasaniiy.  •  View  the  coi^ditiona 
of  prhf^te  1tf6.  Mefimchcrfy  will  not..be  subdued  bj 
laughter;  a  paroxysm  -of  rage  by  oily  words  of  persua- 
siotr;  ^dr'the  giddy  fKghfcs  of  an  hysterical  girl  by 
reading  her  a  long  sermon.  So  in  the  various  phases  of 
insanity,  amusement  will  not  amoae,  kindness  will  be 
treated  with  insult',  indulgencewtth  contempt^  and  these 
feelings,'  M^en  in  abeyanoe,  are  often  re-ezcited  by  the 
visits  of  eitfier  Gommfisslonera  ot  of  relatives.  I  could 
cite  many  examples,  and  some  of  our  most  sensible 
writers  lay  much  stress  upon  the  prevention  of  frequent 
communication.  Yet  I  know,  and  have  known,  many- 
Very  happy  in  these  **  hopcdess  rayless  prisons  i"  many 
desirous  to  renmiq^  many  after  their  cure,  repeatedly 
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Tisiting  their  foimer  habitatioD,  and  partekiog  of  tiie 
fiunily  meal. 

I  object  entirely  to  the  plan  propounded.  I  oontider 
it  useless,  nnneoessary,  ezpensiTe  to  the  public,  and 
more  likely  to  do  harm  than  good.  I  am  ntiabl6  at 
present  to  continue  my  letter,  'but  one  more  will  oon- 
dnde  my  observations. 

Yow^  obediently, 

E.B. 


ABSORWION  OF  THE  MAMMiE  AND  TESTES 
UNDER  THE  USE  OF  IODINE, 

7b  the  EdUora  qfihe  Provincial  Midieal  tmd  Shtr^eal 
Journal. 
Gbntlemen,— To  the  question  proposed!  5n  the 
Journal  ior  Janoary  21  st,  relative  to  the  absorption  of 
the  mammae  and  testes  under  the  U3C  of  lodftie,  I -beg 
to  refer  to  a  case  of  ovarian  tumour'  in  StJ'MiIfys 
Hospital,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Tyler  Smith,  ptiUiiAied 
in  the  Lancet  of  February  7th,  1852.  At  page  149  the 
following  observationa  occur,  bearing  on  the  ^abject :— *• 
*'  The  body  of  the  patient  gave  out  a  strong  smell  of 
iodine ;  she  had  been  using  this  remedy  internally,  and 
by  inmictioD,  ibr  many  weeks.  There  was  considerable 
emaciation,  and  the  mamm^were  greatly  ehrwik.  The 
nipple,  which  remained  full  and  rounded,  stood  out  aa 
from  a  perfectly  flat  surface.'' 

1  am,  Oeofucm^i, 

Your  obodiewt  Servant,    • 
^.  GABDNpif. 
Sotttbuttpton,  Febfttfoy.O,  18^2. .. ,         .  ^ 


BATH  AND  BRISTOL  BRANCH   MfiETiNG— 
MR.  BARRETT'S'  CASE&. 


2b  theB^torf  qf  the  Protfiiutia^,  Medical  at^  ^urffical 
,  .  Journal.  .  ,  ^  ,  ,_ 
GcKTLBMCK,— •!  begtfae  inserlion  of  the;  following 
in  Correction  of  an  error  in  tho  report  of  t^e  late 
Branch  Meeting  at  Bristol.  It  ia  atoted  that  I  detailed 
two  cases  which  I  had,  duijng  my  attendance  ontl^em^ 
dHagnosed  as  coNo,  bntwhficb  |io«^moWa»  e««(4n«tion 
showed  to  be  internal  ftrangnlation  of  .th^  ilempo^*  .What 
I  stated  was,  that  in  the  first  casti  at  the  commence^ 
ment,  I  looked  on  it  as  colic }'  that  when  I  had  nq 
doubt  of  the  nature  of  the  case,  ih»  general  sy^Hfitpms 
wonld  not  have  warranted  an  operation ;  that .  ii^,  the 
second  case,  which  I  only  saw  onoe,  I  UEomedia^elyj 
when  I  saw  it,  recognised  its  nature,  but  the  gxcum- 
atances  of  it  rendered  any  idea  of  an  operation  perft^ly 
oat  of  the  question. 

I  am^  Gentlemen)  , 

Your  obedient  Servant^ 
JOHN  BARRETT,  F.R.C.JS. 

Bath,  13,  Pierrepont  Street,' 
January  8, 1852. 

[In  consequence  of  the  press  of  matter,  the  above 
note  has  been  unavoidably  postponed.— Ed.  J.] 


HOIkKEQEATBY. 

At  a  meetiiig^fli  the  mddic^  profession  of  ^nll  and 
Hie  neighbourhood,  heki«4xi  t|ie  jbH^rary  of  the  Hull 
Intonaiy,  January  6,  1852,  Dr.  Coop^jl^  the  chair; 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Eddie,  of  Barllbri,  ^M^bnded  by 
Mf.  Watson,  of  Cotdogham,  '    "  '^ 

//  wa9  resolvedf-^ 

"  That  this  meeting  considers  that  the  system  of 
treating  diseases  known  by  the  name  of  homoeopathy  ia 
entirely  without  foundatiUMi  in  theory  or  Isct ;  thht  it  is 
dangerous  to  the  public  heahh,  and  pccji9dicial  to  the 
cause  of  science,  and  that  it  is.  propagated  by  tl^Q  com- 
btOe4  inflnem^e  gf  igx^9i»iic^  and  imposture. ' 

**  That  this  m^eeting  noliiceQ  with  much  regret  that 
the  Council  of  ^he  Ro^al  Collie. of  Surgeons  doe^  not 
tl^fik  it  expe(iient  to  interfe/b'wiih  Cfl^  t*ri^^  oL 
homoeopathy  by  individuals  holding^  the  diploaai^af'^e 
College  and  praetlBitig'witbtha  aanctigft  W  a|>p«oval 
which  the  possessiMi  of  tb>t,dfp\ami^  iin|^^< 

'.'  That  this  meeting  would  respectfully  submJl  to  the 
iOoimttl.  ♦f  .the  College,  and  to  t|ie  pther  Medical 
Gpfpprations.  the  importance  of  a£  least 'loaakihg  an 
official  avowal  of  their  condemnation  of  the  doctrines  of 
homoeopathy,  and  of  their  conviction  ^ttn  •dls  likely 
f6  r^ltfi^oWIt*  pwwtiee;^?'  ••  v.,    t 

That  copi^  of  'theM^  reiohitiMB'die  ^saiibi.tor  the 
Secretaries  of  the  OoHege  of  Beiffimaa  ptd  oi-  the 
Apothecaries'  Cc^mpany  *  and  tbat  the  9ditdhn  >of  tiie 
Provincial Midital  Jomaal,  f^mttxi; ^dAfydictdTinm 
and  Gazette,  be  retjneAted  to  Insett^hem. '   •»  m  , 


, gXAJJlSTIQS  pF  L.UNAf  Ids.  ' 

!P¥om  the  Mmml  report  of  the  CenmissiQnevs  in 
LnttMy,  tast^itlttedl,iit'appeaia,.on  the  \^%  DCj^aniwry, 
16&1,  thisre  <««re'  i6,4d6"i«Nme  pevafrvs  crnvSoed  in 
asylums,  hospitals,  aadcUoeiifled-  Jbooses  «}•  England  ^nd 
'  Wales,  df  irtMim  9,8da  wfeve'i  mide,.  a^d  8^13  female. 
The  total  nmober  <  ef  pauper  UwiUcs  in  asylmns, 
regflstei^  hospttalsf'aiid'  licensed  hottaes  09  the  Ist  of 
January  last  WM  i3«059-*t^,(i(9Smibi,wl^.6^$7£»raale. 


NEW  MEDICAL  COliUEGB! 

.  At  the  annml  ge^er,al  meeting  of  th'e  Governors  of 
the.  FarriQgffpn  Dispensary,  hejj^.at  the  end  of  last 
jBOnth,  Mn  Chippendale,  the  senior  medical  officer, 
directed  attention  to  the  New  Medical  College,  and 
brought  forward  a  plan  by  which  ihstitutions  giving 
aeeistaoce  to  the  poor  might  be  made  to  contribute 
towards  the  funds  of  the  College.  He  observed  that 
the  poor  were  debtors  to  an  enormous  extent  to  the 
medical  profession,  for  services  rendered  them  without 
fee  or  reward  ;  that '  he,  himself,  had  now  attended  at 
the  dispensary  for  upwards  of  fifteen  years,  during  which 
h)ng  period  he  had  neither  directly  or  indirectly  reaped 
any  advantage,  either  pecuniary  or  otherwise ;  that  he 
could  not,  himself,  accept  the  small  contributions  which 
might  be  offered  by  the  poor,  and  he  would  say  the 
same  for  his  colleagues,  but  that  we  had  the  necessitous, 
tho  widow,  and  the  orphan,  in  our  own  ranks,  and  that 
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it  seemed  but  jast  that  those  who  were  enjoying  the 
benefit  of  oar  labours,  (for  time  was  money,)  should 
offer  some  little  token  of  their  gratitude  to  those  of  our 
profession  who  were  desolate  and  distressed.  He  there- 
fore suggested  that  each  patient,  on  first  coming  to  the 
dispensary,  should,  if  a  physician's  or  snrgeon's  case, 
give  one  penny,  and  if  requiring  the  aid  of  the  accoucheur, 
twopence;  and  that  the  sums  so  collected  should  be 
annually  presented  to  the  College.  It  might  at  first 
sight  appear  that  such  trifling  amounts  would  not  be 
worth  the  acceptance  of  the  College ;  but,  from  calQola^ 
tions  he  had  made,  it  would  be  fonnd,  that  if  all  the 
hospitals  and  dispensaries  in  the  kingdom  would  adopt 
the  plan,  enough  would  be  rused  to  form  a  handsome 
endowment  for  the  College.  In  such  a  movenieBit  It 
was  necessary  that  some  one  institntS5n  should  take  the 
first  step,  and,  as  he  was  the  originator  of  the  scheme, 
he  was  anxious  that  the  dispensary  to  which  he  was 
attached  should  have  the  honour  of  setting  the  example. 
The  matter  having  beeA  duly  discussed*  was  adopted, 
■and  ordered  to  be  forthwith  carried  into  effect         .^ 


LIABILITY    OF    EMPLOYERS    FOR    THE; 
MEDICAL  EXPENSES  OF  SERVANTS.    : 

At  the  Wolverhampton  County  Court  Mr.  Kempsop, 
a  surgeon,  sued  Frederick  Woodball,  a  miner  in  t}ie 
employ  of  Lord  Ward,  for  j^33*  Ids.,  being  hia  ebJMnge 
for  amputiutipg  defendant's  1^»  for  attendanooj^  and 
medicue*  Defendant  pleaded  non  dedelf  imsmuch  as 
he  was  in  Lord  Ward's  employ  at  the  time  of  .the 
accident,  and  that,  tl^erefore,  his  Lordship  was  bound 
to  pay  the  bill.  ,  Mr.  .Sii^ith,  ag^t  to  Lord  "V^ard,. 
argued,  e  conlra,  thM  his  XiOrdship  was  not  responsible, 
because,  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  the  man  was  n<yt 
engaged  in  the  min^,  but  was  riding  a  cart  over  ground 
when,  by  his  own  'carelessness,  he  fell  under  the  cart, 
and  sustained  the  injuries.  .  The  learned  Judge^.Mr. 
Sergeant  Clark,  adjourned  the  case,  ia  the  hope  thai  the 
matt^ .  might  b&  amicably  arranged.  It  ir  bat  ink  to 
add  that  Init  aoo  feeling  perrvded  the  court— that  Lord 
Ward  was  ih6k'aHy 'bound  to'  pay  the  biU. 


KING^S  COIitffiGB  HOSPITAL. 

Accc^cdipg  to  the  plans  and  specifications  of  the  pro- 
posed additions  to  King's  CoHege  Hospital,  the"  new 
buildings  will  corer  the  whole  of  the  Green'  Ya*d 
Burial  Ground;  And  also  the  site  of  the  houses  Is^tely 
pulled  down  ju  Carw  Street.  The  e^cavatipm  fof  th^ 
foundations  will  be  aade.  very  deep,  .in  order  that  ik^^ 
bodies  in  Uie  grave-yard  may  be  removed  to  a  subutbaa.: 
cemetery.  It  is^nnecessjiry  to  add  that  so  dense  and 
so  populous  a  neigbll>o\xifHood  demands'  an  hospital  of 
very  large  extent. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
Friday, 'the  6th  Itistant : — Wyndbam  F..  Armstrong, 
Adare,  Co.  Limerick ;  Robert  'Elliott,  Tyrone ;  Henry 
Ellis,  Bangor,  Carnarvonshire  j  John  Gabriel  French, 
Jewin  Street,  Alde'rsgate  Street;  Henry  Gramshaw, 
vGravesend;   John  Henry  Hewer,  Cbobham,   Surrey; 


Peter  Nevill  Jackson,  Beverley,  Yorkshire;  Richard 
Pery,  Dublin;  Ridley  Porter,  Bishopsgate  Street; 
Clement  Sconce,  Bath;  David  Swimmg,  WinslMr, 
Bucks. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  Thursday^  Jan.  29, 
1852 :— Frederick  Ward  Cleeve,  Bradnich,  Devon; 
Thomas  Edward  Halls,  Broad  Street,  Honleydown; 
Henry  Simpson,  C^esteif. 

Gentlemen  admitted  on  Thursday,  Feb.  5,  1852  :^ 
Alfired  Ball,  Brighton;  Charles  Chibnall,  London; 
Mark  Kebbell,  Brighton;  John  Lacey,  Brighton; 
WillUm  Tidboald  Luxton,  WiiWigh,  De^-on;  John 
BidUke  Mountford,  Exeter. 


OBITUARY. 

On  the  30th  ult.,  at  Bicester,  Oxfordshire,  after  a 
few  days*  illness,  Edward  Hugh  Thorpe,  Esq.,  surgeon, 
aged  88. 

Feb.  to},  at  Frankfort-on»the-Maiiie,  Sir  Alexander 
Mackenzie  Downie,  M.D.,  aged  41  years. 

On  the  25th  of  June  last,  at  Spring  Bay,  Hobart 
Town,  aged  39,  W.  Morgan  Underwood,  M.D.,  sixth 
son  of  the  late  'Rev.  Thomas  Underwood,  Rector  of 
,lioss  and  canon  residentiary  of  Hereford  Cal^dral. 


I^ROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  Council  of  trb  Provincial  Mbdical  and 
Surgical  Associatiqin  hereby  offer  a  Prizk  op 
TWSNTY  GuiKBAJB  for  the  best  Series  qf  RepofU  qf 
MedictU  Cases  that  may  occur  in  any  of  the  Provincial 
Hospitals,  which  shall  be  sent  to  the  Pro^neial  Medical 
mid  SurgicalJowmalUn  publieation,  between  the  First 
OF  October  1851,  and  the  First  of  October,  1852. 

The  Council  I  also  offer  a  Prize  of  Twenty 
Guineas  for  the"  best  Series  of  Reports  of  Surffieai 
Cases  that  may  ocdttr  in  any  of  the  Provincial  Hospitals, 
which  shall  be  sent  to  the  Promndal  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal  for  piublication,  between  the  First 
OF  OCDOBtti,  1^1,  and  the  First  of  October,  1852. 

Honse-Surgeons  and  Pupils  of  the  Provineial  Hoe* 
pitahi  to  be  eligible  candidates  for  the  Pri«s. 


notice    to    members.    ' 
Members  who  wish  to  ph>po8e  Associates  al«  re- 
miniled,  that  as  the  subscriptieQ  commenoed  on  the 
flrst  of  Jaainary,  it  is  the  most  convenient  time  to 
.'introduce  new  Associates. 

"  It  is  also  particularly  requested  that  all  post-office 
Orders  should  be  sent  eitherto  the  Treasurer  or  Secretary, 
nWha  alone  have  the  power  of  giving  receipts. 

•'      '  JAMES  P.  SHEPPARD,  Secretery. 

WorcestcTr  January,  1852. 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Commuhications  have  been  recei'veyl  from  Observator, 
Dr.  DickcRsoo,  Scrutetor,  Mr.  Ikin,  Dr.  Hall,  Mr- 
Hughes,  Dr.  Oke,  Mr.  Postgate,  Mr.  Barrett,  Mr. 
Foote  (twice). 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  commqmeationa 
connected  with  the  Editorial  d^ariment.he  sent  to 
J,  H.  Walsh,  Esq.,  Foregate  Street,  Woreestwr. 
Parcels  and  books  for  review  may  be  addressed  to 
the  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,   Priaices  Street,   Sobo, 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL  BENEYOLENT  COLLEGE. 


ESTABLISHED    JTFNE,    1851. 


-    .  PRESIDENT.      . 

^     Tas  EARL  MANVERS. 

TR.USTEes. 
Dr.  J.  A.  WILSON.  D».  R.  LEK»  P.R.S.  W.  FERGUSSON,  Esq.,  F.R.S. 

JOHNBACOT,E9a.  '     ^ENJAMIN  PHILLIPS,  Esq.,  F.R.S. 

TREASURER. 
JOHN  PROPERT,  Esa.,  6,  New  Canr«ndi«h  Steeet. 


THE  COUNCIL  haye  mQCfa  satisfaction  in  beteg  able  to  publish,  thus  early,  the  Second  List  of  Contributors 
to  the  Funds  of  the  College,  and  they  are  indvcdd  to  hope  that,  as  the  principles  and  objects  of  the 
Institution  become  better  known,  it  will  receive  the  una^knotis  ttid  cordial  support  of  the  entire  profession. 

Subjoined  is  a  list  of  gentlemen  who  hare  kiadl^  consented  to  act  as  Honomry  Local  Secretaries  for  their 
respective  neighbourhoods : —  •<;  -i/ 


Allison,  W.  Esq.  East  Retford,  Notts 
Barker,  J.,  Esq.,  M.D.» Richmond 
Barker,  T.H.,E8q.,M.D.,  Bedford 
Ba»6^  J.  H.,  E»q.,  Farringdon- 
Bayntun,  Wilmot  R.,  Esq.,  Bath 
Beaumont,  John,  Esq.,  Cheshunt 
Bleeck,  C,  Esq.,  Warminster 
Bowling,  J.,  Esq.,  Hammersmith 
Bampstead,  T.  B.,  Esq.,  Cambridge 
Bonce,  J.  S.,  £sq.,1d.D.,  Woodford 
Burrows,  J.  Cordy,  Esq.,  Brighton 
Biuy,  G.,  Esq.;  Whetstone 
Carr,  W.,  Esq  ,  Lea 
difion,  Nat.  H.,  fiaq.^  IslmgtMi 
Coatee,  W.  Martin,  Esq.,  Sal&buryi 
Collaobell,  C,  Esq..  Lambeth.     >  < 
CoUhnrst,  J.,  Esq.,  Clifton 
Coopdr«  G.  Esq.,  Brentford  ' 

Copemaut  £.,  Esq., Treasurer,  Nor.' 

wich 
Cotton,  C.^  Esq.,  M.D.,  Lynn»  Noe- 

folk 
Ciihbiy  H.,  Esq.,  Bishops  Stortfotd 
Cripps,  E.,  E«q.,  Cirencester 
Curtis,  G.,  Esq.,  Dorking, 
Curtis,  H.C.,  Esq.,  Great  Marlow 
Cntfidd,  A.  B.,  Eflq.,  Deal 
Davis,  W.  G.,  Esq.,  Heytesbury 
I>ayy  Horatio,  Esq.,  Isleworiih 
Dickenson^  J.,  M.D.,  Liverpool 
DfBge,  C,  Esq.,  Hatfield. 
Eastef,  Silvester,  Esq.,  Folkestone 
Elliot,  R.,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Carlisle 
ElHoti,  Wm.,  M.D.,  Stratford 
Ewen,  H.,  Esq.,  Long  Sutton 


HONOI^ARY.  UOCifii^^  SECRETARIES 

Fisher,  W.  P.<  E«g.,  DJirtfbrd 
Fox,  L.  O.^  Ssq;,Broughton,  StoCk- 

bridge 
'Oeorge,  E.,  Esq.,'  M.D,,'San(lgate 
Gill,  G.  P.  B^  ^aq.,  Shrewsbury 
Godrich,  F.,  Esq.,  BrottTpton 
Gorham,  J.,  Esq.,  Tunbridge 
Gorham,^  R.  V.,  Esq.,  Aldebnigh 

Suffolk 
Gnxggen,  H.'Ml,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Chi- 

ch^rter      ■•  ^  '  " 
HamiBond,  T.  M.,  Esq.,  Brixton 
Harper,  P. ,  Esq.  ^  Bilston. 
Harris,  W.,  B«q.,' Worthing. 
Harrison,  O;  'F.  B.,  Esq.,  Devon- 

*  port 
Hamland,  Alfred,  Esq.,  Briclgwater 
•Hanrthoflie/ At  N.,  Es<i.;  EcclMhah 
Hester,  J.  Tdrty,  Esqv,  Oiford 
BHliard,   W.    H.,   Esq.;  Sheflbrd, 

Beds  - 
Hiliier,  HiBrC^ Esq., M.D., Tenby 
Hofftaaisten  WUC,  Esq.,  Cowes 
Imnan,  R.,  Es<l%,' Preston 
Jones,  A.,  Esq.,  Epsom 
Johnson,  J.  G.,  Esq.,  Norwich 
Kennion,    G.  Esq.,  M.D.,  Harro- 
gate ^ 
King,  Osmer,  Bs^.,  Gnenwiofa 
Lawfbrd,  E.,Esq.,  Ldghton  Buzzaid 
Leithead,  T. ,  Esq. ,'  Warkworth 
Lomax,  H.,  Esq;,  Stafford 
Martin,  A»  £8q*V  M.D.,  Rochester 
Martin,  P.>  Esq.,  ReigaSe 
Morris,  E.,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Spalding 


Morris,  T.,  Esq.,  Peckham 
May,  G.  P.,  M.D.,  Maldon 
Pal^y,  W.,  M.D.,Petecbonnigk    . 
Pemberton,01iver,  Esq.  Birmingham 
Phene,  fl.,  Esq.,   Rhyde,    Isle   of 

Wight 
Phillips^  J.,.£M).,BeUuua  Qi«en 
Pindiing,«G.  J.,  £s<|.,  Gfavesend 
Power^  J.  J.,  £sq.,/M.D„  Maidstone 
Poyser,  T.,  Esq.,.  Wirksworth 
Pratt,  Spencer,  M,D.,  Stamford 
Pridiard,  J.,  Esq.',  Leamington 
Pyle,'C.,  Esq.,  AmeSbnry 
Ray,.6^  Esq*;  Milton,  Sittingbourtte, 

Kpnt    . 
Robertson, ,  J„  ,  M.  D.,    H^tchin, 

Hert^ 
'Sankey,  W.,  Esq.,  Dover  '  '    "  ' 
Staitli,  C.  €.;£^q.B(irySt.£<\afnnd8 
Smiiht.  W.,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Weyinotttli 
S^ogrth,  Spenoer*  T.^  YwnoMtk 
Stedman,  J.,  ^q.»  GfildXwd    . 
Stevens,  J.  N.,  Esq,,  Plymouth 
Sterry,  H.,  Esq.,  Bermondsey 
Stilwell,  G.,  Esq.,  Epsom 
Stew«,  W^  ^qt,)  Buckingham 
Sweeting,  W,,  Esq.,  Dorchester 
^ftthot^  H:,  Esq.,  Tttnbridge  Wells 
Tinea,  C.r'Esq.^  Reading  ' 
Walter,  J.«  Esq*,  Dover 
Ward,  T.,  Esq.,  Watford 
Worthington,  W.  C.,Esq.,  Suffolk 
Whitshed,  J.,  M.D.,  Wisbeach 
Young,  D.  S.,  Esq.,  Boulogne 
Young,  P.  A.,  Esq.,  Hawkhurst 


Amount  albsadt  AnvxBfnsBD 


...    £3700. 


Arthur,  J.,  Esq.,  High  Street,  Shadwell  ... 

Ditttf  ditto  annual 

AFriMkd,  by  Miss  C 

Alliadn,  William,  Esq.,  East  Ketfbrd      ... 
Anstin,  F.  M.,  Esq.,.  Led  Lion   Street, 

Clerkenwsdl    '  annual 

Baker,  E.,  Esq.,  Bnlstrode  Street 
Beet,  J.,  Es^.,  Ashford,  Kent 

Ditto'  annual 

Boaton,  Lord,  United  Service  Club 
Barr.  Mrs.,  Tralhlgar  Square,  Brixton    ... 


£  e. 

5  0 

1  1 
5  0 

2  2 


1     1 

10  10 

5     5 


0    Balderson,  A.  T.,  Esq.,  Poland  St.,      ann. 
0  I  Brande,  Everard, Esq.,  Turaham  Green  ... 
0  ,  Bigg,  W.  M.,  Esq.,  Langham  Pkee 
0    Brendon,  Peter,  Esq.,  Highgate 

Ditto  ditto  annual 

0    Bnmside,  Mrs. ,  Lyme  Regis 
0    Beard,  Mr.,  Ill,  Aldersgate  Street      ann. 
0    Bnck;  Thomas,  Esq.«  Princes  Place,  Ken- 
0  nington  Common  annual 

0    Banbury,  Edmund,   Esq.,  Lincoln's    Inn 
0  Fields  annual 


.£   e.   d. 


1 

10 

5 

5 
1 

1 
1 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


1     1^  0 

1    1   a 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


B.  L.  per  J.  R. 

Bancroft,  Miss,  by  Dr.  Beattie 

Bromley,  Henry,  Esq.,  Rippingale,  Bourn, 

Lincoln  ...  ...  ..^ 

Barker,  Dr.,  Richmond 

.  Ditto  ditto  annual 

Bayntun,  W.  R.,  Esq.,  Bath 
Baker,  E.,  Esq^,  Bulstrode  Street 
Bruce,  Alexander,  Esq.,  Montagu  Street, 

Portman  Square 
Byass,  R.  B.,  Esq.,  Langboum  Chamber^, 

Penchnrcfa  Street  ...  ... 

Churchill,  John,  Esq.,  Medical  PubliAer, 

Princes  Street,  Soho 
Clarkej  J.  F.,  Esq.,  Gerrard  Street,   Soho 

annual 
Crew,  F^  Es<j-,  LamVs  Couduit,   Street 
ColbecV,  Thos.'R.,  Esq.,  Kensington 
X?ollected  on  car'd  by  a  Lady's  Maid,  Wey- 
mouth Stmat 
Collected  on' card  by~Mias  F.  Davies 
Coward,  T.  C,  Stepney  annual 

Cooke,  Martin,  Esq.,  Trinity  Square 
Cbpenian,  Miss,  by  Dr.  Beattie 
Child,  Mrs.  Royhind,  by  ditto  .<< 

Collected  by  J.  Griffith,  Esq.,  Hariey  St. 
^  Collected  by  Friends,  Petersfield 
Cross,  R.,  Esq.,  Petersfield 
Collected  on  ootl  by  Mrs.  WatHngjton, 

Chaldecot,  Herts 
Collected  on  card  by  Miss  Willock,  Brighton 
Cotbtdell,  Dr.,  Dorchester 

Ditto  ditto 

Cooper,  G.,  Esq.,  Brentford 
Cutfield,  A.  B.,  Esq.,  Deal 
Cowley,  S.  N.,  Esq.,  Park  Crescent 
Dawes,  Robert,  Esq.,  Grenada 
Dalton,  W.,  Esq.,  Crescent  Terrace,  Chel- 

teshtnn  *  WTi^ifd 

Davis,  J.  H.,  M.D.,  Russell  Place,  Fksroy 
Square  annual 

Dyne,  Rev.  J.  B.,  Highgate 
EUis,  The  Lady,  SouthaU  Park 
Ewbank,  Miss,  Portugal  Street,  Grosvenor 

Square 
Ellisop,  S.  K.,  Esq.,   High  Street,  Fifp]ax 
E^ershed,  Peter,  Esq.,  Billinghurst   ' 
Fitzgerald,  'Mrs.,  Brompton  ^^ttnV^I' 

Frere,  J.,  Esq;,  Stamford  Brook 
Gdlston,  Mrs.,  Gloucester  Place,  Fortmau 

Square  ...  ...       '  '  ...' 

Gale,  Baker,  Ward,  and  Oldfield,  }/[eUn, 

Bonverie  Street  anttuid 

George,  E./'M.U^dandgate'  antraal 

GUberl:,  G.  X. ,  Esq.^'  Sydenham,  Kent   , . . 
•H  ammond ,  G.,  Esq. ,  Portland  Place 
Hochce,  J.  Esq.  and  Family,  East  Grlnstead 
Harrison,  G.  F.  B.,  Esq.,  Deronport,  ann. 
Irving,  T.,  Esq.,  Eaton  Place, 
Ingrain ,   H .,"  Esq . ,  by  Jabei  Hogg,  Esq. 
Inman,  R.,'  Esq.,  Preston        ... 
Jay,  Mrs.,  Norfolk  Street,  Park  Lane     ... 
Jacomb,  T.,  Esq.,  IpAiisdown  Terrace 
Jones,  T.  C,  Esq.,  Pembroke  Dock        ... 
Knyvett,  Miss 
Knyvett,  Miss  H. 
Kendrick,  Mrs.,  and  Friends 
Kenderdlne,  T.  B. ,  MfllbclesfieM        annunl 
Kent,  T.  J.,  Esq.;  Qne^ii' Anne  Street* 
King,  C,  Esq.,  Greenwich 
Lnurence,  S.  G.,  Esq.,  Brighton^ 
Laurie,  J.,  Esq.,  Hyde  Park  Place 
Longbome,  Mrs.,  Kentish  Town 
Leese,    G.  M.,   Esq.,   Gloucester 

Portman  Square 
Macclesfield  Medico-Ethical  Society 


£  r.  d. 
1  0  0 
1    0    Q 


I 
1 
1 

1 
2 


'110 

5   ,5  •  0 

IW    0    0 


r 

5 


0  12    6 

.1.  a'  0 

1  a   0 

1<    1..  0 

.  «/  0'  0 

1    0  >o 

.J     5..0 

a  0  .0 

3  .  .1  -  0 

-  ft  I .-  , 

6  '  )a-  6 
lOilO-  0 
5  5  .0 
It  »1  /  0 
•U^ilO*  0 
I  1  .0 
0  0 
JO  lO 


5 

<2 


£  «.  d. 

2  2    0 

1  1 

5  5 

5  5 

10  10 

0  10 

1  1 
1  0 
1  1 


2    2 
1     0 


1     i 

10  10 

0  10 

1  1 


1    I    0 


5 

1 

1     I'O 

0  10    0 

5     0    0 

•■    '•     ; 

^(J    O'^O 


2    2 
1;  1' 
5     5 


10^10    0 
2/0  '  0 


l'  I'O 
2  i^  0 
5  :5'0 
2'   0.  0 

1  M    0 

2  Of    0 


Mantell,  Dr.,  Farringdon 

Ditto  ditto  annual 

Miles,  J.,  Esq.,  Charterhouse  Square 
MorriSi  J.  Camac,  Esq.,  Mansfield  Street 
Maw,  Solomon,  Esq.,  Aldersgate  Street ... 
Martens,  Miss,  Stanhope  St.,  Regent's Pk. 
Mott,  C,  Esq.,  Walton-on-Thames,    ann. 
Mackie,  Erie,  M.D.,  Birmingham 
Myers,  H.,  Esq.,  Milton  Street,  DoraetSq. 
Munday,  — ,  Esq.,  John  Street 
Maclore,   Bowman,   Esq.,    Hariey  Street 
Miskin,  W.,  £sq.,  Chamberlain's    Wharf 
Morgan,  C,  V^edford  Street,  Russell  Sq. 
Mayo,  C.,  Esq.,  Winchester 
May,  G.  P.,  Esq.,  Maldon 
Newnham,  — ,  Esq., 
Nicolav,  Rev.  C,  G.,   9,    Sloane  Terrace, 

Chelsea 
Newton,  E.,  Esq.,  Howland  Street 
Nelson,  G.,  Esq.,  Bedford 
Oldfield,  D.  Esq.  BouverieSt.,  Fleet  St.,an. 
Owen,  H.  K.,  Esq.,  Binfield  Place,   Clap- 
bam  Road 
.Owen,  Miss  Hanrey    . .    <     ditto     .  ditto 
Overend,  Miss  E.,  Brighton  annual 

Palmer,  J.  C.»  Esq.,  Harley  Street 
Pope,  J.  H.,  Esq.,  Manchester  Some  ».. 
Porter,  Dr^;^  Bishopsgate.  Street*  Without 
Pearson,  Minn  Sunning 
Pritehett,  C,  Esq.,  Limefaouse 
Page,  W.  ^,t  Esq.,  Carlisle 
Parker,  Dr.,  Finsbury  Sqiiare  p» 

Paynter,  John,  Esq.,  Bladchealh 
Pretty,   Messrs.,  W.  and  J.>  31,   Bayham 

Terrace  ...  ...  ...       2 

Paley^  W.,  M.D.,  Peterborough       annual      I 
RowUind,  R.,  Esq.,  WeatoAfloyland,  annual      1 

Rowlands,  Mrs.,  Cardigan  5 

Silver,  Dr.  W.,  Addison  Roadi  Kensington  105 
Sqliib^,  G.  James,  Esq.,  Orchard  Street, 
"   Portman  Square,  second  donation     .,»       6 
Ditto  ditto  annual      1 

Sm^.Dr.Q.,  Sf^^kyiUeStne^t  ...      3 

Shaw,  H.  B;.,  E#ft.,  Sutton.  Cojdfield      ... 
Stone,  W.,  Ssq.j  Leig)itoa  Buzzard 
Sola,  A.,  Esq^,  Putney  -     annual 

Savage,  J.  W.,  Esq.,  We«t  Brow#lch  ... 
Stone,  T.  B.,  Esq.;  Lltfle  Walthaitf  '-  ... 
'  Sq^ll,  Edw^d,  Esq.,  Cit^  TCoad  annual' 
'Sqpw.  Dr.,  Frith  Street,  Soho  ank\M 

Sladden,  J.,  Esq.,  Ash,  Sk'^dt^ch-  'inlmud 
Taplin,  T.,  Esq.,  St.  Xames'^s  Square  ... 
Tatttm,  T.,  Geoi^ge  Stre^t>  IIiUldver8qtitfrt> 

'  •anbual 
Tooke,  William,  JEisf .,  Ru^U  ^Wf^    *«•     ^^  ^^ 

Tribe,  Miss ^  „., 1     1 

Thomas,  H.,  Esqo  by  (paidii^to  bankers V     13     0 


10  10 


Place, 


3 

••'1 
5 

,.l 
^5 

1 

1 


o'o  . 

5     6n 


0\ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
0 


1 

1 
1 
1 


I  J 

5    0 
2     2 


Waklegr,  J.  G.,  Esq.,  Adelpbi  Chambers 
,  Watson ,  J. ,  Esq. ,  Clarence  T/srj;;ace,  Regent's 

Park 
Wilkinson,  J,,  Esq.,  Fitzroy Park,  Highgate 
Weston,  Miss,  Bury  St.  Edmunds 
.  Walsh,  C.  R.,  Esq.^  Half-moon  Street  ... 
Wade,  R.,  Esq.,  Dean. Street    .        annual 
0  ,0  4  Wickins,  Mrs.,  the  jQurovje,.  Kentish  Town 


2     2 


Winthrop,  W.,  Esq. 

Wallis,  W.,  Esq.,  R.N. 

Webb,  J.  Mr,  Esq.,  Hibernia  .Chambers 

Wood,  Dr«,  Wiachester 

Wockham,  W.,  Winchester 

West,.Francia,  J^q.^.Pinner»  Herts 

West,  Mrs.  ditto 

Westwood,  J.,  Esq.,  Partfonl      

WaUace,  R.,  Esq.,  Hapl^^Qy  Boad  .  ... 
Whitsed,  J.,  M.D.,  Wisbeadi  .  annual 
Young,  D.  S.,  Esq.,  Boulogne         annual 


3 
^ 
2 
I 

1 
5 

IP 
I 
2 
1 
I 
1 


0 
5 
0 

1 

1 
0 
0 

1 

2 

1 
I 
1 

1  I 

2  2 


2 

1 
1 
0 
0 

6    5 

I     1 
3    S 

0  10 

1  I 


3  3  0 
2  2  0 
110 
0  10  6 
5    5     0 

5 

0 

1 

0 

1 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
6 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Collected  bj  Charlbs  Drags,  Esq.,  Hatfield, 
Honorary  Local  Secretary. 


Tht  ViflcooDt  Melbourne  ) . . . 

The  Countess  Dowager  of  Hardwicke 
The  Countess  Dowaper  of  Caledpn 
The  Marquis  of  Salisbury 
The  Marchioness  of  Salisbury 

T.  H.  Baker,  Esq.  

Mrs.  Shelley,  Welwyn      

The  Rey.  S.  J.  Knight;,  Welwyn 
The  Rev.  F.  J.  Faithfull 

Mrs.  Feile  

M^.  Gray 

W.  Thoipas,  Esq.  

The  Rev.  E.  T.  Weldon,  Tonbridge 
T.  Osbaldeston,  Esq.        ...         .ax 
Charles  Drage,  Esq.,  Hatfield      ... 


£  #.   d. 
10    0    0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

X 

0 

0 


iu4 


5 
5 

10 

5 

1 

2 
^5 

5 

2 

1 

2 

1 
'I     1/0 
10  10    0 


Collected  by  H.  G.  Bull,  M.D.,  Hereford,^onorvy 
Local  Secretary. 

Dr.  Ball,  Hereford  v..  .«. 

Ditto        ditto  annual 

J.  Bleeck  Lye,  M.D.,  Hereford 
W.  L.  Gilfiland,  M.D.,  ditto 
Charles  Lingen,  M.D.,    ditto 
Thomas  Cann,  Esq.,       ditto 
Samuel  Waudby.  Esq.,  ditto 


P.  B.  Giles,  Esq.,  Byford 
M.  A.  Wood^Bsq  ,  Ledbury 
C.  E.  Thomson,  Esq.,  Ross      ... 
J.  Price,  Esq.,      •        ditto      ... 
Phillip  James,  Esq.,     ditto     ... 
A.  Maclaverty,  M.D.,  ditto     ... 
Edmund  Jones,  M.D.,  ditto 
William  Langstmi,  Esq.,  Kington 
John  George,  Esq.,  Pembrtdge 
F.  R.  Wigg  Prosser,  Esq.,  M,P. 
Miss  Alicia  WhaUey,  Hereford 
Mrs.  Richard  Jones,      ditto 
Captain  Napleton,         ditto 


annuil 
'dittos « 

ditto 

ditto 
,  ditto 

ditto  ^4 

'.!...'  1 

■'      ;i.  1- 

...  1 

annual  1 

...  1 

...  1 

...  3 

...  1 

...  1 

annual  0 


l.'O 
10    0 


Collected  by  Charles  C(}llamb«lx,  Esq,,  Honorary 
Local  Secretary  for  Laitatbeth. 

Norman  Wilkinson,  Esq.,    Park  $beet» 

GrosTenor  Square            '*..            if  52  .  0    0 

Charles  CollambeU,  Esq.,  Lambeth  Teoraoa  5  |  5.0 

Ditto               ditto             anniaal.  11.0 

A  Friend,  by  C.  C.                   ...             ,..  5     6     0 

Mrs.  Howley,  Eaton  Square    ...            ...  Hi  0    0 

Collected  by  Natbamuii>:H.  ChivroVt  Esq.,  Hoig^rory 
Local  Secretory,  Islington. 

Messrs.  M*Crea  aitid  Goldsmith,  Islrngtbtt  5     5    0 

H.  Bateman,  Esq.,  Islington  Green,  annual  110 

Nathaniel  H.  Clifton,  Esq.,  Cross  Street  5    5     0 

Ditto                ditto               annual  1     1     0 

J.  Post,  Esq.,  Lower  Street      ...             ...  2    2     0 

William  Harvey,  Esq.^  Lonsdale  Square  110 
H.  W.  Owen,  Esq.,  Irthlingboro*,  North- 
ampton       '      ...             ...             ...  110 

S.  Lewis,  Esq.,  Compton  Terrace           ...  10  10    0 

E.  Ward,  Esq.,  Claremont  Square^         ...  iO  10     0 

J.  W.  Elliott,  Esq.,  Shibertdn  Stk^et      ...  110 

C.  L.  Bradley,  Esq.,  Belitha  Villas,  annual  1  1.  0 
W.  Cattlin,  Esq.,  Sebbon's  Buildings,  ann.  I  1-0 
A.  D.  Harston,  Esq.,  Trinidad  Place,  ann.  1  10 
T.  W.  Mann .  Esq. ,  Belgrave  Teniu^,  U|^per 

HoUoway           ...  2     2     0 

W.  A.  Hallows,  Esq.,  Cannonbury  Road  11     0 

Dr.  Allan,  Milner  Square,                 ditto  1     10 

J.  Fullerton,  Esq.,  Lower  Street,      ditto  110 

Dr.Brown,QuadranCyilla,Lower'Road,ann.  1    1     0 

Dr.  Semple,  Cross  Street                  annual  110 

D.  S.  Baker,  Esq.,  Highbury  Qrore  Villas  110 


Jos.   Smart,   Esq.,  Newmarket   Terrace, 
Cambridge  Heath       ...  annual 


£   i.   d. 
1     1    0 


annual 
ditto 


nu«d 


Collected  by  W.  C.  Worthimoton,  Esq.,  Lowestoft, 
Honorary  Local  Secretary. 

W.  C.  Worthington,  Esq. 

Ed.  Jcffery,  Esq. 

Samuel  Smith,  Bsq^      ,   ,/ 

Rev.  Matthias  Beaumont 

W.  P.  Bond,  Esq. 

Miss  filler 

V.  Morse,  Esq. 

A  Friend 

Ditto 

A.  Harmer,  Esq^,  Wrentham 


0  10 
6  10 


Collected  by  Speii cek  Turn.  S^myth^  M.D.^  Yarmouth, 

Honoravy  Local.  Secretji^kjyr  .  .^     . 

Dr.  Smyth                ...                      Bnnnal.  11     0 

Dr.  Impey                 ...             ...             ..-  2    0    0 

Ditto                      ...                     annual  1     1     0 

Dr.Borrett                ...             ...      i       .;.  L    0    0 

D*.  Vores                   ...             .**   .  .       j..  1.    1     0 

J.  C.  Smith,  Esq.                      ...   ^       ...  10    0 

R.  R.  B.  Norman^  Bsq.            ..;      '    '  ...  11     0 

J.'Lai^ter,  Esq.           ...         '    ;..           •  .<«  1     0     0 

—  Cummins,  Esq.                 • ;  •••             J.  *  1  - 1    0 

—  Oliver,  £sq^         ...      '      a.   ■         v..  l.^'l.    0 
— Owles,  Esq.          ...             ...             «..  10    0 

—  Markland;  Bsq;             '      .:.             ...  0    5     0 

Four  Friends             ...             ««•       1, 10-    0 

A.  Crisp,  Eii|,           ...            .;.            ...  1.    0    0 

Chbtlea  Cooper,  Esq.              .4.            ...  110 

R.  Woodman,  Esq.                   ....            ...  11     0 

J.  Bayly,  Esq.           ...             110 

J.  W.  Crowe,  Esq.                    ....     I       *.;  11'    0 

Collected  by  James  Phillips,  Esq.;  B«liitud  Gr«en, 
Honorary  Local  1"^"^^^^ 


anoualj 


H 


James  Phillips,  Esq.  ,««^«      r{    •...    |][0 

MjBB.  Phillips  ...  ,    .,.    /■  ,  .*     ,  ,1 

Miss  Phillips  ,   ..,.  ...  ....     1 

J.  Rolph,  Esq. 

J.  Hodgson^  Esq.     .  . 

•W.  J.  Lewis,  Esq,  .,,„        ^ 

G,  F.  GUes.  Esq.      ... 

J.  W.  Todd,  Esq. 

H.  Meroeron«,£)fii|.  i 

Mrs.  H.  Merceron 

Robert  Voss,  Emr.       ,  ^    . 

J.  Warmington,  £sq. 

Messrs.   Langi;on,    Brothen.    ^k 

Wholesale  )::!qiggi8ts,  t/pper  Af*».7f^»;,    ,. 

Street'  , ,  ^.^  ,  ■  ,"    .....'.■„     ,V.,  ,10 

J.  M.  Web|j,  E^q.  .  ,  , ,.. .       .  -,. ,    2 

De.  Parker  ,,  •..     ,  ^ual      1 

A  Friend  ...    .         ,»„    .         ,.1  .,   0 

Messrs.  Dale,  and  Son,  Commercial  Road  .'10 
E,  May,  Esq.,  Whitechapel  Ro^d|»  annual  1 
W»  R.  F.  Lane,  Esq.  ...       'ditto      i 

Wi  Cooke,  Esq.,  Stratford.  Essex  ..... '  1 
Charles  Martin,  Esq.,    **  The  Neckipgei;'    , 

House,"  Bermondsey  ,.«.    .  2 

Dr^  H.  Davis,  Finsbury  Square        annuA^      i ' 


10  »0 
X  0 
1     0 

1'   0 

.X    0 

:x\o 

0 
0 

1  .0 

2  0 


Collected  by  F..  A.  YovMA^  Mn^in  Ha^kbtir^t^ 

Honowry  Local  Seeretiur^.    ,    , 
Lord  Beresfbvd  ...  ...   •'     .  .,'.    '40 

A.  J.  B.  Hope,  Esq.,  M.P.                      ..'.  "SO  • 

Lady  Mildred  Hope                 ...            ...  '10  • 

Capt.  Sir  R.  Grant,  R'.N.         ...             ...  "  M  i  0 

Lady  Grant                ...            ...            ...10  0 

E.  Poynder,  Esq.                      ...        '    %•..       5'  5 

Ditto                ...                   aaauid      1  1 


I'd  ;o 

1.  0 
ip,  0 
10'  0 

L  ^ 
2.0 

lUnt, 
0/  0 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


S.  Poynder,  Esq. 

Ditto  ,      ... 

Mrs.  Coolbrooke 
T.  Lane,  Esq. 
Mrs.  Cleaver  ... 

W.  Beecham,  Esq. 
W.  B.  Young,  Esq.,  Hastings 
John  Cobb,  Esq. 
W.  Hoar,  Esq. 
Rev.  J.  H.  Howlett 
F.  A.  Young,  Esq. 


annual 

annual 
ditto 
ditto 


annual 
annual 


£   %.  d, 

5  5    0 

1  1 

2  0 
1  1 
1  1 

1  1 
10  10 

2  0 
1  1 
1  1 
1  1 


Collected  by  Thomas  Leithbad,  Esq.,  Warkworth, 
Honorary  Local  Secretary. 

T.  Leithead,  Esq.,  Warkwortb  ...  110 

Ditto   ^                ditt<^  annual  1     i     0 

J.  Castles,  Esq.                         ...  ...  0     5     0 

—  Robinson,  Esq.                    ...  ...  0    5    0 

Mrs.  Younger  and  family         ...  ...  0    7     6 

Collected  by  J.  H.  Barnett,  Esq.,  Farringdon,^ 
Honorary  Local  Secretary. 


J.  H.  Baroett,  Esq.   - 

•vDitto  «..  ...      annual 

T.  Furnivall,  Esq.  ...         ditto 

G.  F.  Famivall,  Esq.,  Egham,  Surrey     ... 
J.  Furnivall,  Esq.  ditto 

Mrs.  A  Crowdy,  Billesley  Hall,  Stratford- 

on-Avon 
C.J.Parker,  Esq.,  Shrivenham,  Berks,  ann. 


1     1 

0  10 

1  1 


Collected  by  Mrs.  E.  H.  Sisybking,  Bentinck 
Street. 

G.  Moore,  Esq.,  Ojtford  Terrace             ...  5     5    0 

Mrs.  Ray                     dittd^     ...             ...  110 

Thomas  Flint,  Esq.,  Margate                   ...  10    0 

G.  H.  Hoffman,  Esq.,  ditto                     ...  0  10    0 

W.  Brook,  Esq.,            ditto                     ...  0  10    0 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Cobb,           ditto                    ...  0  10    0 

Friends,  by  Mrs.  Flint               ...             ...  1   lO     0 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Sieveking,  Stamford  Hill  1     0    0 

Friends                      ...            ...             ...  0  lO    0 

Ditto                        ...             ...             ...  0  12  . 6 

Ditto,  by  Miss  Seal,  Brixton                  ...  1  15     0 

Ditto,  by  Miss  Podmore,  Clapton  Square  115     0 

Ditto,  by  Miss  Toel,  Stamford  Hill       ...  0  13     0 

Miss  AUfrey  and  Friends,  Stamford  Hill,  0     8    6 

Mr.  Dracey  and  Friends,  Stoke  Newington  1     5     0 

Mrs.  Green  and  Friends,  Upper  Clapton  10    0 

Mr.  T.  Ray,  Portman  Street                   ...  110 

Subscriptions  received  by  the  Local    Committee    at 
Brighton.    J.  C.  Bubkows,  Esq.,  Hon.  Secretary. 

21     0    0 


Robert  Taylor,  Esq. 
J.  C.  Fumer,  Esq. 

Ditto 
J.  C.  Burrows,  Esq. 

Ditto 
"Dr.  Brown 

Ditto 
G.  E.  Pocock 

Ditto 
Dr.  Wilson 
Dr.  Jenks 
G.  Lowdell,  Esq. 
G.  Tatham,  Esq. 

Ditto 
W.  Wilton,  Esq. 
J.  L.  Dixon,  Esq. 
J.  P«  Smith,  Esq.      ... 
John  Lawrence,  jun.,  Esq. 

•    Ditto 
G.  Battoock,  Esq. 

Ditta 


annual 

annual 

annual 

annual 
ditto 

annual 

annual 


annual 
annual 


B.  T.  Seabrook,  Esq. 

Ditto 
W.  Seymour,  Esq. 
Mrs.  Aiding 
E.  W.  Austin,  Esq. 
H.  M.  Blaker,  Esq. 

Ditto 
Thomas  Allen,  M.D. 
W.  Fry.  Esq. 

Ditto 
John  Lawrence,  Esq. 
Dr.  Ormerod 
B.  Vallance,  Esq. 

Ditto 
Rice  Bowen,  Esq. 
B.  A.  Burton,  Eisq. 
J.  C.  Hewlett,  Esq. 
Dr.  Price 

R.  Blegborough,  Esq. 
David  Richardson,  Esq. 
G.  Green,  Esq. 
T.  B.  Winter,  Esq. 


axmual 


annual 
ditto 

annual  - 


annual 


annual 
ditto 
ditto 


£  i.  i, 
110 

1  1 
5     5 

2  0 
1     1 


2    2 
1     1 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1  0 
1     0 


Collected  by  Jambs  Robebtsox,  M.D.,  Hitdiin, 
Honorary  Local  Secretary. 
Mrs.  Burroughs,  Welbridge 
W.  Dagleish,  Esq.,  Watton 
F.  W.  Deake,  Esq.,  Hitchin 
Oswald  Foster,  Esq.,   ditto 
Unwin  Heathcote,  Esq.,  Shephall  * 

F.  Moore,  Esq.,  Much  Hadham 
Rev.  Dr.  Pacev,  Aston 

G.  M.  Phillips,  Esq.,  WhlteweU 
W.  Philson,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Baldock 
H.  Powell,  Esq.,  Apsley  End 
J.  Robertson,  M.D.,  Hitchin 
Rev.  J.  O.  Seager,  Stevenage 
R.  R.  Shiltitoe,  Esq.,  Hitchin 


annual 
annual 


annual 


unwi^ill 


annual 


5 
1 

1 

1 

25 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


0 

1 
0 

1 

0 

1 
1 

] 

0 

1 

I 
1 
I 


annual 
annual 


Collected  by  C.  C.  Smith,  Esq.,  Bury  St.  Edmund's, 

Honorary  Local  Secretaiy. 
Dr.  Hake 
C.  Smith,  Esq. 

Ditto 
William  Image,  Esq. 

Ditto 
J.  Kilner,  Esq. 

—  Martin,  Esq. . 

—  Arnold,  Esq. 
R.  Fairoloth,  Esq.,  Newmarket 
W.  Crawford,  Esq.,  Beccleft 
J.  M.  Rooke,  Esq.,  T. 
H.  Eller,  Esq. 
H.  Wing,  Esq. 
F.  M.  Peck,  Esq. 
R.  Fyson,  Esq. 
B.  Buck,  Esq. 

—  Robinson,  Esq. 
Rev.  W.  Haggitt 


annual 
annual 


annual 
annual 
annual 
annual 


0  0 


Collected  by  Charles  Bleeck,  Esq.,  Wanmn8ter» 

Honorary  Local  Secretary. 
Charles  Bleeck,  Esq.,  Warminster 

*      Ditto  annual 

Rev.  J.  H.  Walsh 

T.  Seagram,  M.D. 

F.  F.  Seagram,  Esq., 

J.  Bannister,  Esq., 

Rev.  W.  Barnes 


Received  by  the  Local  Committee  at  Weymouth,  W. 
Smith,  M.D.,  Honorary  Local  Secretary. 

Amount  already  advertised  ...     15    0     O 

S.T.W.  110 

Captain  Hunter,  Weymouth  ...       I     1     0> 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


^    LECTURE 

ON  THE 

»I8EA8ES    OF    CHILDREN. 

sauTSBSs  lar  vn 

Chatham  Street  School  qf  ifedieme,  Maneheeter, 
Br  Dr.  MERE], 

AHbw  •  tk*  BmmffmriM  Jeadtrnf,  late  Ih^fuaor  •/  the  EMmrr^Mtdiein* 
mt  tkt  UuisenUp  ef  Fettk,  Cluieal  Fn^euar^tkt  Jh»Wft  ^fCkU^ren, 
amd  Director  of  the  Ckildm'M  Eotpitalai  Ve$thi  FeOov  qf  the  Imperial 
Wteietf  ^f  Medicine  at^ienna,  etc. 


Lecture  VIII. 

CkUdtetCe  iherapeutice  in  general.  The  remediea  for 
ih^JIret  weeie  qfter  birth ;  quantitiee  to  be  preecribed 
at  once:  when  to  dbatain  from  medicine.  Direct 
anitphloffi8tic9 — bleeding,  cold  va$er,  cooling  pre- 
tcr^tiona.   Purgatives — the  aromatic  senna  tea. 

Gentlemen, — 

The  tenderness  of  the  organization  of  children, 
their  system  being  so  easily  deranged  by  inconvenient 
qiialities  and.  quantities  of  medicines,  and.  on  the  other 
band,  the  important  fact,  of  which  I  have  been  satisfied 
by  a  large  amount  of  comparative  cases — viz.,  that  cliil- 
dren'a  diseases,  thongh  in  general  more  fatal  than  those  of 
adults,  end  in  recovery  in  their  great  .majority  by  the 
aurtivity  of  nature  alone,  if  the  dietetic  and  hygienic  dr- 
Gomstances  be  suitable  to  the  case,  these  considerations,  I 
say,  ought  to  induce  the  practitioner,  in  particular  the 
joang  one — 

Ist.  To  abaiain  from  active  remedies  in  cases  not  very 
dear  to  bim. 

2Rd.  To  maintain  in  general  a  great  simplicity,  and 
moderate  quantities  in  his  prescriptions. 

Certainly,  acute  diseases  of  children,  especially  of  the 
Inflammatory  kind,  should  be  met  by  a  quicker  decision 
on  the  side  of  the  physician,  and  much  more  energy  in 
the  application  of  remedies  than  in  the  pase  of  adult 
patients;  but  as  medical  practice  is  but  an  art  of 
approximative  truth,  and  of  relative  results,  I  am 
satisfied,  that  the  practitioner  who,  in  cases  ambiguous 
to  bia  understanding,  abstains  from  active  treatment, 
wHl  have  in  his  favour  a  better  proportion  of  ancoess 
tban  one  who  goes  on  in  the  opposite  line. 

With  regard  to  remedies  for  the  first  fete  weeks  q/ter 
lurtbi  there  are  but  few  suitable  and  safe.  Cold  water, 
with  a  little  sugar,  as  a  frequently  repeated  drink,  is  the 
beat  and  the  most  active,  cooling,  antiphlogistic  medicine 
for  this  age,  which,  if  not  effective  enough,  I  know 
lortlier  for  that  purpose  only  cold  fomentations  and 
Igoches  I  other  remedies  of  the  khid,  such  as  calomel, 
nentral  salts,  and  acids,  being  decidedly  improper  for  an 
Qg^mxaBm  so  delicate  and  sensidve.  Then,  for  other 
indications,  castor  pil^  amall  doses  of  hot  infusions  of 
camomile,  mint,  fennel  seeds,  a  few  doses  of  a  stimu- 
lating tincture,  or  a  quarter  of  a  drop  of  tincture  of 
Opiiun.  Besides  these,  different  foments,  poultices, 
ointments,  and  injections,  constitute  almost  the  whole 
I  to  wbicfa  I  limited  my  practice  in  this  early 


period  of  life.  Blisters  and  sinapisms,  if  requisite, 
must  be  applied  in  a  six-fold  weakened  state,  mixing 
the  one  with  simple  plaster  and  the  other  with  linseed 
powder  Syrups  and  emulsions  I  have  entirely  ceased 
to  employ  at  this  age.  They  are  inactive,  heavy  to  the 
stomach,  easily  derange  the  digestion  of  the  breast 
milk,  and  promote  acid  fermentation  and  flatulence; 
whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  the  milk  of  the  breast  itself 
possesses  an  excellent  soothing  quality  for  the  Inflam- 
matory affections  of  infants,  in  particular  those  of  the 
throat  and  bronchi. 

I^owders  are  in  general  improper  for  the  first  month 
or  two,  and  insoluble  ones — like  calomel,  the  most 
objectionable.  I  have  been  satisfied  that  calomel  easily 
causes  erosions  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach 
of  tender  infants.  I  cannot  conceive  why  and  how  any 
practitioner  could  prescribe  calomel  for  the  purpose  of 
expelling  the  meconium.  Is  not  castor  oil  evidently 
the  most  suitable  for  it  ?  Salts,  acids,  and  mucilaginous 
or  astringent  decoctions,  either  by  their  quality  or  rela- 
tive bulk,  are  liable  to  produce  gastric  derangement, 
which  it  is  very  itnportant  to  avoid  in  infants.  Sub- 
sequent to  die  second  month,  there  is  already  much 
more  tolerance  of  remedies ;  and  in  the  second  year, 
when  the  child's  stomach  has  become  accustomed  to 
substantial  food,  there  is  already  a  field  for  a  variety  of 
powerful  drugs,  if  they  are  truly  indicated  and  properly 
administered.  But,  supposing  even  the  most  skilful 
practitioner — one  able  to  fix  upon  the  time  and  indication, 
even  for  him  it  ought  to  be  a  general  rule  to  prescvilj 
small  quantities  in  children's  practice.  One  reason -fv  i- 
this  lies  in  the  unaccountable  rapidity  of  changes  in 
their  maladies ;  the  other  is  the  extreme  delicacy  and 
manifold  idiosyncracies  of  their  stomach  and  nervous 
system ;  and  one  reason  more,  our^  own  professional 
credit,  because  it  always  makes  a  better,  impression  to 
repeat  the  same  prescription,  if  necessary',  the  same 
day,  than  to  write  another  whilst  the  former  is  not  yet 
consumed,  and  to  cause  in  this  way,  at. the  bed-side,  an 
accumulation  of  half-emptied  medicine  bottles  and  pow 
der^boxes. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  you  wiU  find  medical  practice  more 
arduous  than  we  found  it  when  I  ccHumenced-  the  study  ; 
your  credit  will  be  placed  in  greater  difficulty,  and  be 
more  easily  lost;  a  great  revolution  in  the  human 
^spirit  has  taken  place ;  and  whilst  absolute  authority 
in  science,  and  blind  faith  in  t>ur  practice  have  become 
lessened  very  much,  you  will  require  more  of  scientific 
information,  and  much  more  accuracy  and  attention 
in  the  exercise  of  the  ar^  than  your  predecessors  did. 

I  beg  your  pardon  in  making  these  reraarics,  which 
I  merely  regard  as  a  digression;  but  I  entreat  you,  do 
not  forget,  that  even  one  teaspoonful  given  every  hour 
or  two  hours,  of  a  dense  liquid,  with  taste  and  smell 
very  heterogeneous  to  the  organs  of  a  diUd,  is  a 
large,  quantity,  and  liable  to  add  a  new  disorder  to 
that  which  you  wish  to  cure.  It  is  a  fact  that  infants 
and  children  are  frequently  over-drugged,  and  their 
speechless  complaints  arising  therefrom  are  easily  over- 
looked.   The  public  are  aware  of  this. 

I  reoommoid  to  yon  the  following  proportion  far 
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DR.  MEREI  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  CHILDREN. 


BquicU : — For  a  child  less  than  six  months  old  no  more 
than  one  ounce,  as  a  single  prescription.  For  a  child 
abont  two  years  old  no  more  than  two  ounces.  These 
quantities  you  may  regard  in  general  as  sufficient  for 
one  day.  With  powders  you  must  act  upon  the  same 
principle;  in  acute  cases  never  preicribe  more  than 
si^Meni /or  one  day,  I  feel  anxious  to  direct  your 
attention  to  this  point  in  children's  practice,  because 
you  will  find  even  in  modern  works  of  great  value  for 
the  student's  information,  (as,  for  instance^  that  of 
Professor  Churchill,  of  Dublin,)  prescriptions  of  too 
large  a  supply.  You  will  find,  for  instance,  a  solution 
of  tartar  emetic  in  four  ounces  of  almond  emulsion, 
one  teaspoonful  every  three  hours,  consequently  enough' 
for  at  least  four  days,  whilst  (besides  the  possibly  earlier 
change  in  the  disease)  the  emulsion  will  always  become 
spoiled,  decomposed,  and  non-applicable,  by- the  end  of  the 
aeoond  day.  You  will  meet  there,  with  thi^  prescription 
of  other  mixtures,  of  a  powerful  oharacter,  containing 
ammonia,  ordered  in  acute  and  severe  cases,  of  children 
nnder  two  years. of  age,  to  the. amount  of  iour  ounces, 
and  more,  to  be  administered  by  tea^oonful  doses,  at 
three  or  four  hours'  interval*  I  have  nothing  to  say 
of  the  indicatk>n,  and  find  the  prudence  of  so  dis- 
tinguished a  f^bysician  worthy  to  be  imifcaced  by  your- 
selves— ^viz.,  to  order  of  similar  remedies  only  by  tea- 
spoonfuls  every  three  or  four  houre ;  in  this  way  you 
will  be  able  to  watch  its  eCecta  upon  your  delicate 
patient,  and  do  away  with  it  in  case  that  you  find 
them  unfiivourable,  before  mischief  could  have  been 
produced.  But.  one  teaspoonful  at  similar  intervals 
will  hardly  amount  (o  one  fourth  part  of  the  whole 
alkided  to  in  twenfy-fOur  houtA,  dumg  which  interval 
you  will  certamly  repeat  youf  call,  la  tho  case  of  an 
acute  malady,  so  subjected  to  sudden  and  unaccountable 
changes.  I  think  there  is  no  physician,  however  clever 
'  be  may  be,  who  can  exactly  know  what  may  happan  the 
next  day  with  anacats  malady  of  a  childi  consequently 
why  should  you  exposp  younelf  tmneoessarily  to  the 
jaocnmulatioB  of  hidf-ooDsumed  dfugs.  This  you  must 
avoid,  because  it  is  almost  disgusting  to  look  upon 
tiiese  remains  at  the  bed-side,  and  it  is  not  seldom 
imfiivonrable  to  the  credit  of  a  young  practitioner 
amongst  ^  the  enlightened  classes.  It  is  sufficient 
if  you  prescribe  in  acute  cases,  just  as  much  as  you 
think  enough  for  twenty-four  hours.  And  even 
these  small  quantities  we  arc  frequently  obliged  to 
discontinue  after  a  few  doses.  The  causes  of,  discon- 
tinuance are  by  far  more  numerous  with  children  than 
with  adult  patients.  There  are  plenty  of  idiosyncracies 
with  them  unexpected  and  unaccountable.  The  child 
cannot  complain ;  so  much  the  more  attentively  must 
you  follow  the  effects  of  your  medicine,  and  suspend  or 
part  with  it,  according  to  circumstances.  It  happens 
then  not  unfrequently  that  your  next  prescription  will 
be  still  less  supported,  and  you  incline  to  supply  a  third. 
Be  cautious  with  these  cases  where  your  indications  are 
repeatedly  delusive.  If  there  is  not  the  most  evident 
urgency  for  another  prescription,  I  advise  you  to  wait 
a  certain  time,  and  observe  the  littie  patient  when 
ftaed  from  medicinal  impressions.    This  conduct  be- 


comes almost  an  imperative  rule,  if  you  have  observed 
that  your  former  prescriptions  caused  a  long-lasting 
uneasiness  or  gastric  disturbance  to  the  child.  There 
is  a  certain  system  of — you  know  what  I  mean, 
which,  after  repeated,  overhurried,  and  overwhelming 
medicinal  attempts,  in  ^any  cases  gets  the  patient  better 
by  doing  nothing,  confiding  in  hygiene  and  NatnreTa 
power,  and  then  praising  the  cure  as  their  own  work.  It 
is  useless,  if  not  altogetiier  inconvenient,  to  attack  snch 
a  system  directly  and  violently.  Let  us  improve  in 
science,  and  be  more  correct  in  theasercise  of  our  art; 
in  this  way,  and  perhaps  only  in  this  way,  we  may 
prevent  or  check  the  growth  of  parasites  in  medicine. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  communicate  to  yon  my  expe- 
rience and  views  upon  the  most  useful,  and  almost  tha 
only  necessary  remedies  for  the  diseases  of  children. 
Some  of  them,'  as  you  will  find;  are  more  or  len 
extraneous  to  the  English  pharmacies,  but  by  tlie 
kindness  of  an  eminent  phatmaoeutist  of  this  town, 
(Mr.  Roberton,  Oxford  Street,)  who  partly  prepared 
them  in  hia  chemical  laboratory,  and  partly  procured 
them  from  Hamburg,  I  shall  be  able  to  show  yon 
several  specimens,  some  of  which  I  have  brought  with 
me  to  day.  But  let  Us  proceed  with  a  certain  order, 
and  speak  before  all  of  the  direct  antiphlogistics. 

Bleeding,  as  you  know,  is  the  most  powerful  of  this 
class ;  and  venesection  is  the  kind  of  blieediifg  which,  in 
childhood  as  well  a'3  in  other  ag^,  is'dedd^Iy  indicated 
against  acute  inAammation  of  parenchymatous  organs  i 
but  it  is  very  improper  to  bleed  with  the  lancet,  if 
there  is  no  vein  of  sufficient  dimension.  The  very 
indication  of  venesection  supposes  a  free  flow  from  the 
wound,  which  1  ha^e  been  feati^fied  is  seldom  attainable 
in  children  under  five  or  six  years  of  age.  In  aimilhr 
cases,  instead  6t  hardssing  the  child  by  long'smd 
ineffective  attein^ts  at'thie  operation,  I  am  accustomed 
to  supplant  ^\%  Itlnd  of  bleeding  by  a  proportionally 
large  number  of  fine  leeches,  to  be  applied  all  at  onoe, 
exactly  along  and  upon  the  clavicles,  detaching  tfaem 
altogether,  as  soon  as  a  sufficient  quantity  of  blood 
has  been  obtained,  and  stopping  immediately  with 
efficack)us  means'  the  haemorrhage.  In  this  way  we 
approach  the  sudden  and  strong  effects  of  venesectifMi 
much  better  than  cutting  a  vein,  which  gives  the  blood 
only  drop  by  drop. 

With  regflArd  to  the  general  purpose  of  local  ab- 
straction of  blood,  we  may  consider  it  as  a  rule  to  leedi 
a  tender  infant  with  small  leeches,  and  to  use  larger 
ones  in  proportion  to  the  age.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  express  an  exact  quantitative  scale  of  leeches ;  th^ 
number  must  be  proportioned  not  only  to  the  age  and 
malady,  but  should  vary  according  to  a  great  many 
other  circumstances.  If  you  would  ask  me,  however, 
some  points  of  an  approximate*  scale,  then  supposing 
the  child  to  be  of  a  good  constitution,  and  allowmg  tlie 
bites  of  the  leeches  to  bleed  for  half  an  hour,  I  would 
regard  the  following  gradation  as  answering  the  pnrpooe 
of  an  energetic  bleedmg : — 

In  the    1st  month    2  leeches,  small  ones. 
„        2nd    „        3      „  „ 

,,        4th     „        4      „       of  middle  else. 
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Ill 


In  the  8th  month    6  leeches  of  middle  rise 

„  12th     „        8  „              „ 

,1  16th     „       10  „              f, 

„  2     yean     12  „              „ 

»>  3        t»      1^  >»              t» 

»»  5        »»       1®  If              II 

II  8  „  18  II  yl 

These,  I  repeat,  are  powerful,  quantities  of  blood, 
only  applicable  in  the  first  stage  of  the  most  acute 
and  extensive  inflammation  in  a  healthy  and  strong 
constitution. 

The  ootmiermdicaiian  of  bleeding  is  of  higher  im- 
portance with  children  than  grown-np  patients.  A  few 
leeches,  by  a  mistaken  indication,  can,  in  the  latter, 
produce  a  disastrous  effect.  Guard  against  leeching  a 
chlorotic,  atrophied,  or  rachitic  child;  these  are  the 
most  decided  counterindicetions,  and  you  must  be  a 
good  observer,  in  order  to  detect  these  counterindi- 
cative  complexions,  even  in  a  moderate  degree,  to  avoid 
hurtful  mistakes ;  for  instance,  by  leeching  the  head  of 
%  rachitic  child,  on  account  of  repeated  headaches,  to 
which  they  incline,  or  the  chest,  because  it  coughs,  with 
simultaneous  dyspnoea,  the  result  of  its  narrowed  chest. 
For  ambiguous  cases  accept  the  rule,  that  it' is  better  to 
let  an  inflammation,  which  would  be  very  much  bene- 
fitted by  leeching,  run  its  course  without  it,  than  to 
leech  in  a  case  which  is  not  inflammatory,  in  a  rachitic 
or  in  an  anemic  child. 

Cold  water, — J  had  already  opportunity  to  recommend 
it  as  the  unique  antiphlogistic  remedy,  to  be  taken  by 
mouth,  for  suckling  infants.  As  much  as  one  or  two 
dessert  spoonfuls  every  hour,  may  be  considered  as 
effective  quantities  for  children  one  dr  two  years'  old. 
Of -the  external  application  of  cold  water,  I  shall  speak 
.amongst  the  external  remedies. 

Very  frequently  we  meet,  amongst  the  antiphlogistic 
apparatus,  emulsions,  (sometimes  strengthened  with  a 
solution  of  nitrate  of  potass,)  acids,  and  neutral  salts. 
All  these  prescriptions  I  find  objectionable  for  infants 
or  tender  children.  If  we  continue  to  give  them  for 
one  day  or  two,  the  stomach  of  these  delicate  creatures 
commonly  becomes  deranged.  Of  mercury  I  will 
speak  in  another  place.  There  are,  however,  cases  of 
children  already  past  the  age  of  lactation,  in  which  some 
circumstances  invite  you  very  much  to  prescribe  a 
cooling  medicine.  No  doubt  cold  water  is  not  so  active 
with  them  as  in  suckling  children ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  their  stomach  bears  already  some  heterogeneous 
impressions.  Then  let  me  recommend  to  you  for  such 
the  following  cooling  mixtures : — $>•  Aqun  Destil- 
latc,  5  j. ;  Kali  Citrat.,  5  ss. ;  Syrup.  Citr.,  3  iss. 
For  a  child  about  one  year  old,  every  hour  or  two  one 
teaspoonfuL  Or,  if  there  is  a  fever,  characterised  by 
the  high  temperature  and  dryness  of  the  skin,  with  a 
tendency. to  a  pharyngeal  inflammation,  the  following 
is  worthy  your  confidence :— $>.  DeoOct.  Fruct.  Tama- 
rind, (ex,  5  ij — iij.;  ad  Aquse  3  iss. ;)  Acid.  Hydrocblor. 
IMut.,  a  j.  ;  Syrup.  Citr.,  3  iij. 

Purgativea, — ^To  void,  if  necessary,  the  meconium, 
«iid  in  general  for  tender  infancy  there  is  but  one 
eonrenient  purgative,  that  is,  castor  oil.  After  the 
foorth  month,  if  a  atronger  pugatifs  is  wuted,  I  have 


found  the  following  preparation  to  answer  the  best,  of 
which  I  show  you  here  in  this  bottle,  under  the  name 
of  aromatic  eenna  tea,  prepared  by  Mr.  Roberton,  as 
follows : — 

A  quantity  of  Alexandrian  senna  leaves  are  digested 
with  proof  spirits  of  wine  during  twenty-four  hours, 
then  taken  out,  moderately  squeezed,  and  then  dowly 
dried  by  moderate  heat.    Then  take  of  the— 

Prepared  senna  leaves     4  parts 

Camomile  flowers  1     „ 

Elder  flowers  1     „ 

Fennel  seeds  1     „ 

Anis  seeds       1     „ 

Of  this  mixture  the  quantity  adequate  for  a  child 
about  six  months  old  will  be  for  one  infusion,  doee 
9  j. ;  for  a  child  two  years  old  3  ss.  or  9  ij. ;  for  an 
adult  about  5  ij.-iij.  To  each  portion  you  may  add  bitar- 
trate  of  potass  in  the  proportion  of  gr.  xij  to  3  j.  of  the 
tea.  At  the  time,  when  needed,  a  hot  infusion  is  to  be 
made,  during  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  with  a  quantity 
of  water  not  larger  than  tiie  patient  is  able  to  take  at 
once,  sweetening  it  with  a  little  sngar.  The  action  is 
generally  exerted  after  about  three  or  four  hours  ;  il 
not  at  t^at  time,  then  the  same  dose  must  be  repeated. 

"With  regard  to  the  camomile  and  dder  flowers,  enter- 
ing  in  the  above  composition,  I  must  observe  that  I  use 
tSie  samples  of  these  aromatics  imported  (by  the  care  of 
Mr.  Robertson)  from  Hamburg.  All  aromatics  of  the 
Eni^h  soil  are  considerably  less  strong  than  those  of 
the  Continent.  The  English  camomile,  as  everybody 
can  be  satisfied  by  comparison,  is  very  different  from 
that  of  Germany,  the  former  being  much  more  bitter, 
and  much  lew  aromatic;  consequently  the  English 
mates  the  faifusion  disagreeable  and  less  antispasmodic. 
The  difference  of  climate,  in  particular  the  dry  hot 
summer  of  Germany,  as  well  as  of  tlie  southern  countries 
of  Europe,  acooant  for  this^ifference. 

Prom  this  aroitiatie  senna-infusion,  I  can  assure  yon, 
you  will  derive  gnat  benefit  with  delicate  children  as 
well  as  ladies.  Its  aromatic  ingredients  obviate,  in 
general,  griping,  and  promote  the  expulsion  of  flatu- 
lencies. For  a  child  abcve  six  months  old,  and  of  a  good 
complexion,  if  you  desire  a  strong  derivative  effect  of 
the  purgative,  you  may  use  the  common  senna-infnsion 
with  some  neutral  salt  dissolved  in  it.  In  some  cases 
jalap  with  calomel.  This  latter,  however,  I  object  to 
very  strongly  as  a  simple  purgative ;  it  is  in  its  place  if 
we  wish  to  act  upon  the  excretion  of  the  bile. 

Next  we  will  proceed  further  in  the  series  of  remedies. 


CA8B  07 

FRACTURE  OF  THE  SPINOUS  PROCESSES 
OF  THE  LUMBAR  VERTEBR-fi. 

SBXABKB  ON  THE  TBJU.TMSNT  OF  SPBJJNXD  BACK 
BY  "FIBIKO." 

Br  JAMES  DICKINSON,  Eso. 

AiioM«  the  various,  I  may  say  nantterons,  aoddsntSt 
whidi  are  continually  occurring  in  ^  iron  works,  nons 
periisps  SIS  so  fkaqaent  in  oocoRenoa  ss  iigaiiei  to  Ae 
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spine  J  nor  need  thU  nirpriae  hb  if  we  consider  for  a 
moment  the  class  of  men  to  whom  these  accidents  happen, 
▼is.y  miners  and  colliers,  who  work  in  small  compart- 
ments^ technically  termed  "stalls/'  the  roofs  of  which 
are  so  low  as  to  compel  the  men,  while  working,  to  stoop 
forward,  and  at  times  to  sit,  so  that  if  any  of  the  super- 
incombent  mass  give  way,  it  is  almost  certain  to  &U  on 
their  backs.  Iliese  pieces  of  mine  vary  in  weight  from 
a  few  pounds  up  to  a  ton.  In  no  case  but  in  the  one 
reported  below  have  t  met  with  fracture,  nor,  I  may 
add,  any  un&vonrable  symptoms.  Retention  of  urine, 
generally  spoken  of  as  being  so  common,  has  not  occur- 
^red  in  a  single  iustanoe.  The  men  complain  of  some 
Btiffnras,  but  are  generally  able  to  resume  their  work  in 
B  Ibw  days. 

At  eight  A.if .,  I  was  sent  for  to  see  J.  M.,  a  collier, 
who  stated  that  about  one  o'clock  that  morning  a  lump 
of  mine  weighing  upwards  of  half  a  ton  had  fallen  on 
his  back.  On  examination  I  found  great  effusion  in 
the  lumbar  region,  circumscribed,  having  the  appearance 
of  a  cyst  to  the  touch ;  it  was  soft  and  yielding,  giving 
one  the  idea  of  a  bladder  filled  with  water.  On  feeling 
for  the  extremities  of  the  spinous  processes,  all  traces 
of  them  were  lost  from  the  first  to  the  fourth  lumbar 
Teftebrse  or  thereabouts.  This  abnormal  appearance,  I 
wis  indined  to  attribute  at  the  time  to  the  eflfhsion, 
whidi  prevented  a  perfect  examination.  The  part  was 
ordered  to  be  constantly  fomented,  determining  to  check 
if  possible,  any  unfiivourable  symptoms  that  might 
arise.  The  accident  occurred  on  the  1 0th  of  May,  and 
he  was  visited  daily  up  to  the 

24th.-^No  symptoms  having  arisen  demanding  inter- 
ference, all  swelling  having  now  subsided,  I  was  enabled 
to  examine  more  accurately  the  spine,  when  my  previous 
diagnosis  vras  frilly 'confirmed.  Vifom  the  first  to  the 
fourth  lumbar  vertebrie  inclusive,  in  a  line  corresponding 
to  the  extremities  of  the  spinous  processes,  all  traces  of 
them  were  lost,  and  4n  their  places  was  a  soft  yielding 
surface;  the  outline  of  one  of  the  spines,  however,  I 
fimcied  I  could  detect,  deflected  to  one  side.  The  last 
donal  and  lumbar  spines  could  be  distinctly  felt  He 
never  lost  sensation  and  power  over  his  legs,  and  only 
complained  of  weakness  in  his  back.  The  man  .im- 
proved daily,  and  six  weeks  from  the  date  of  the  acci- 
dent resumed  his  work. 

Bemarkt, — Mr.  Shaw  accounts  for  the  absence  of 
nnfevoufable  symptoms  in  these  cases,  by  stating  **  that 
from  the  tenUi  dorsal  vertebra,  where  the  cauda  equina 
conmiences^  to  the  termination  of  the  spinal  cord  at  the 
teoond  lumbar  vertebra,  the  roots  of  the  nerves  endose 
and  protect  that  important  organ  so  effectually,  that 
severe  injury  to  the  surrounding  bones  may  not  reach 
the  cord.  When  firacture  occurs  lower  down,  of  course 
the  dangers  of  paralysis  taking  place  are  diminished, 
for  fh*  long  looie  nervous  fibres  composing  that  part 
can  accommodate  themselves  to  the  changed  du-ection 
of  the'canal,  without  loss  of  ftmction.'^  '  He  also  pomts 
out  the  fact  of  <'  the  lumbar  vertebra  having  to  sustain 
thtfgreatoit  wai^  of  all  the  spine,  as  well  as  e^oying 
coaaidbraMe  freedom  of  motbn,  and  acoordin^y  liabls 
^"  ■~*'*-" '^  •— -^  ■hockar  it  WM  pmided  that  the 


spinal  marrow  should  dose  this  up,  in  order  to  protect 
it  from  injury."  The  case  is  interesting,  as  affording 
an  illustration  of  Mr.  Shaw's  views,  as  wdl  as  pointing 
out  the  fact,  that  in  these  cases  we  are  enabled  to  give  a 
more  faTourable  prognosis,  and  speak  with  greater 
certainty,  than  in  iiguries  situated  higher  up. 

"  Sprained  backt"  are  cases  which  give  the  surgeon* 
both  in  private  and  public  practice,  much  trouble  and 
annoyance,  appearing,  as  they  do  in  many  cases,  to 
resist  every  remedy.  Many  cases  having  come  under 
my  notice,  and  finding  that  blisters,  copping,  stimu- 
lating liniments,  &c.,  failed,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Hiuton,  I  tried  '*  firing,*'  and  the  results  have  been 
most  successful:  patients  who  for  many  weeks  have 
evinced  the  greatest  agony,  have,  after  the  first  or 
second  application,  been  perfectly  cured.  The  plan  to 
be  adopted  is  as  follows : — Heat  a  small  metal  button, 
(the  shank  of  which  is  fixed  in  a  wooden  handle,)  over 
a  spirit  lamp  to  such  a  temperature  as  can  be  borne 
with  slight  pain,  then  pass  it  several  times  lightly  over 
the  part  referred  to,  and  which,  in  most  cases,  is  con- 
fined to  a  particular  spot  on  the  back.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  produce  vesication,  a  slight  redness  of  di& 
skin  sufficing.  A  second  application  is  not  'often 
required;  a  third  seldom,  if  ever.  The  pain,  I  would 
observe,  produced  by  the  application  appears  to  be 
rather  severe,  and  causes  them  to  jump,  the  effect 
produced  being  not  unlike  that  of  galvanism ;  it  is, 
however,  quite  transient,  passing  off  in  a  few  minutes. 
Of  the  beneficial  results  of  'this  remedy  the  following 
case  will  afford  an  example : — 

An  old  man  had  been  suffering  from  a  spndned  back 
for  seven  weeks ;  he  was  unable  to  follow  any  employ- 
ment, from  the  constant  pain,  aggravated  as  it  was  by 
the  slightest  motion.  I"  well  recollect  seeing  him 
walking  to  the  surgery,  at  a  very  slow  pace,  with  the 
aid  of  two  sticks,  and  his  body  bent  forward,  and  also  the 
change  that  resulted  from  the  **  firing."  He  felt  much 
easier,  was  enabled  to  walk  home  at  a  moderate  pace, 
and  carried  himsdf  more  upright.  Two  more  applica-  ' 
tions  were  necessary.  At  the  end  of  ten  days  he  was 
quite  free  from  all  pain. 

It  is  in  sudi  long-standing  cases  as  this,  that  two 
or  three  applications  are  required ;  m  recent  cases  one 
will  be  found  suffident.  That  there  is  nothing  novel 
in  the  plan  of  treatment  I  am  well  aware ;  that  it  haa 
from  time  to  time  been  recommended  is  no  less  true : 
nevertheless,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  remedy  which 
has  fallen  into  desuetude ;  I  have,  therefore,  brought  it 
before  the  notice  of  my  professional  brethren  with  the 
hopes  that  they  may  be  induced  to  employ  it.  The 
easy  mode  of  application,  the  certainty  of  its'  results, 
and  the  rapidity  with  which  it  gives  relief  to  the  patient| 
(in  many  cases  in  a  few  hours),  are  points  which,  in  my 
opinion,  more  than  counterbalance  the  chronic  plan  of 
treatment,  (if  I  may  use  the  term),  by  which  a  patient 
becomes  incapadtated  as  mudi  firom  the  severe  cupping, 
blistering,  and  counter-irritation,  In  its  various  fbnns, 
as  by  the  orighial  sprain.  Ought  we,  then,  I  ask,  to 
discard  a  remedy  so  simple  and  nwfciWng  > 

6,1852. 
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CASES 

Reported  under  the  Terms  propoted  by  the  Astociation. 

By  Scbutatob. 

Injuria  qf  ike  Head*. 

James  Hackkstt,  aged  14,  was  admitted  into  the 
QQeen'fl  Hospital,  July  21st,  1850,  and  his  friends 
gave  the  following  history  of  his  case  : — Just  one  week 
before  he  had  received  a  kick  from  a  hone  on-  the  back 
part  of  the  head,  about  an  inch  to  the  left  of  the  occi- 
pital protaberance.  The  immediate  effect  of  this  blow 
seems  to  have  been  concussion,  as  the  friends  state  he 
was  ''stunned,''  and  shivered  much  during  the  time 
which  elapsed  before  he  could  be  taken  home.  He 
also  vomited.  He  was  during  the  day  seen  by  a  medical 
mtan,  who  prescribed  castor  oil,  and  eventually  bled, 
leeched,  and  blistered  him.  These  means  succeeded,  in 
a  great  measure,  and  the  boy  appeared  to  have  been 
progressing  favourably,  when  symptoms  of  excitement 
supervened,  and  his  friends  brought  him  to  the  hospital, 
in  consequence,  as  they  stated,  of  not  being  able  to 
manage  him,  particularly  in  the  night  time. 

On  admission  there  was  observed  to  be  a  certain 
'wildness  of  manner,  combined  with  fear,  which  gave  the 
iad  the  appearance  of  idiotey ;  he,  however,  knew  his 
-friends,  and  said  he  was  brought  to  the  hospital,  but 
was  stated  to  have  forgotten  everything  relative  to  his 
aixident,  and  would  not  answer  any  question  put  to 
him.  The  pupils  were  dilated,  and  the  pulse  counted 
^90,  having  some  force  and  roundness.  He  did  not 
complain  of  pain,  and  there  was  no  tumour  or  other 
indication  of  the  blow  present,  although  it  was  stated 
"tibat  at  first  there  was  a  large  swelling  in  such  situation. 

When  taken  into  the  ward  he  remained  tolerably  quiet 
Tor  some  time,  but  towards  evening  he  became  restless, 
-wiriied  to  go  home,  and  implored  the  nurse  and  others 
not  to  harm  him,  putting  his  hand  to  his  head,  and 
complaining  of  pain  there.  The  bowels  not  being 
open,  he  was  ordered  to  take  a  dose  of  calomel  and 
croton  oil,  which  operated  powerfully.  During  the 
night  he  was  very  restless,  shouting,  and  endeaTonring 
to  get  out  of  bed  at  times,  saying  he  must  go  to  work, 
or  should  lose  his  situation.  Towards  morning  he  fell 
asleep. 

22nd. — ^This  morning  he  is  much  more  quiet,  but 
restless;  pupils  much  dilated;  some  heat  of  scalp; 
pulse  about  90.  He  will  not  answer  questions,  but 
knplofes  to  be  allowed  to  go  to  work,  and  complains 
that  some  one  has  stolen  his  clothes.  His  manner 
altogether  is  very  peculiar,  and  he  has  a  very  anxious 
look.  He  calls  the  nurse  "  Annie,"  Mr.  Cox  "  gaffer," 
and  OieHdiue-SiiigeoQ  "Tom,"  his  mind  evidentlybeing 
omliised  by  reoolleeHon  of  fals  fHends  and  his  praent 


situation  among  strangers.  Ap.  Cucurbitulse  ad  oz.  viy . 
nuchse  postea  Emp.  Lyttce.  Hab.  Cal.,  gr.  ij.,  tertiis 
horis. 

23rd. — After  the  cupping  he  appeared  relieved,  and 
again  went  to  sleep  for  a  time ;  during  the  remainder 
of  the  day  he  was  very  restless,  and  on  one  occasion 
darted  out  of  the  ward  and  through  the  hospital  into 
the  street,  before  any  one  could  stop  him.  The  night 
had  been  passed  on  the  whole  more  tranquilly  than 
before,  but  he  had  occasionally  been  very  violent, 
requiring  force  to  restrain  him.  His  pulse  this  morning 
counts  96,  and  the  pupils  still  dilated,  and  he  at  times 
complains  of  acute  pain  in  his  head.     Cont.  Cal. 

24th. — Has  been  more  quiet  during  the  night,  and 
to  day  has  the  appearance  of  a  person  much  fatigued,  it 
appearing  a  trouble  to  him  to  move  or  turn.  The 
calomel  has  affected  his  mouth,  and  the  pupils  are 
less  dilated,  but  still  very  large.  Pulse  counts  100, 
weak.  Cont.  Pulv.  Calom.,  ter  in  die.  Rept.  Emp. 
LyttK  nuchas. 

27th. — Not  much  change ;  he  does  not  now  attempt 
to  get  up,  but  moans  occasionally.  To 'have  better 
diet.     To  take  no  medicine. 

30th. — Has  improved  the  last  three  days,  and  now 
sits  up,  and  begins  to  join  in  conversation  with  those 
around  him.  He  relishes  his  food,  but  still  has  a 
peculiar  wildness  in  his  looks  and  manner. 

August  8th. — Since  last  report  he  has  been  progres- 
sing favourably,  and  is  now  well.  He  has  lost  the 
wildness  of  manner,  and  the  pupils  have  become 
natural.  He  can  go  on  an  errand  well,  and  does  not 
remember  the  accident,  or  anything  for  some  days 
after.  He  w(|S  discharged  August  11th,  and  has  since 
that  time  remained  perfectly  well. 

Henry  Stanley,  aged  14,  was  admitted  Jan.  24th, 
mider  Mr.  Sands  Cox.  Some  time  before  admission 
he  had  received  a  kick  firom  a  horse  on  the  head,  and 
was  brought  to  the  hospital  in  a  state  of  insensibility. 
The  bddy  generally  was  cold ;  the  pupils  moderately 
contracted,  and  the  eyelids  half  closed ;  the  face  pale 
and  pulse  fiseble  and  intermittent.  There  was  a  swellhig 
about  the  centre  of  the  right  parietal  bone,  and  also  a 
slight  abrasion  on  the  hip.  Warmth  was  appUed  to 
the  feet,  and  quietude  enjoined.  In  the  course  of  tin 
afternoon  he  became  sensible,  and^  complained  of  pain 
of  like  head,  and  general  oneasiness.  A  dose  of  calomel, 
followed  by  castor  oil,  was  administeredi  and  cold 
applied  to  the  head.  He  had  no  other  symptoms,  and 
was  discbaiged  two  days  afterwards  well. 

Chbistofhkr  Archbr,  aged  16,  admitted  February 
13th,  under  Mr.  Sands  Cox.  Was  found  insensible  at 
the  bottom  of  some  cellar  steps,  whieh  it  was  inferred 
he  had  fellen  down.  When  admitted  into  the  hospitel 
he  was  still  insensible,  but  could  be  partially  roused. 
The  pulse  was  weak  and  intermittent;  ihe  pupils 
contraeted;  body  cold,  and  breathiBg  of  a  siglJag 
character.  Warmth  was  applied  to  the  feet,  and  the  boy 
becaae  perfisetly  sensible  and  collected  in  the  omtw  of 
a  few  hours 
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14th. — He  complained  to  day  of  some  headache; 
poise  small,  and  intermits  occasionally;  pupils  act 
well»  and  there  is  no  heat  of  scalp ;  bowels  not  moved. 
Hab.  statim,  gr.  ▼. ;  Calom.  et  postea.  Mist.  Pugant., 
os.ij. 

15th. — Bowels  have  been  well  moved,  but  the  boy 
to-day  seems  frightened,  and  wishes  for  his  rdations 
Complains  of  pain  in  the  head,  but  is  tractable.  He* 
does  not,  however,  notice  anything  that  passes  around 
him.  Pulse  weak,  intermitting  occasionally.  No  par- 
ticular heat  of  scalp.  Ap.  Hirudines  xx.  Capiti  raso. 
Rept.  Calom.  et  Mist.  Purgans. 

16th. — About  tho  same  in  all  respects. 

17th. — During  the  night  has  been  very  violent, 
wishing  to  get  up  and  go  out,  and  fearing  some  imaginary 
person  was  about  doing  him  somo  injury;  he  was, 
however  tractable,  and  easily  induced  to  Ife  down  again. 
Pulse  counts  100,  and  had  more  force  than  yesterday. 
Pupils  slightly  contracted,  and  head  rafher  hot.  Ap. 
Hirudines  viij.,  temporibus.  Hab.  Calom.,  gr.  ij. 
TertlishoriSr  ,. 

18th. — ^Was  mvch  quieter  dnriqg  the  night  and 
slept  a  little.  In  most  respects  he  seeips  about  the 
same,  but  says  he.ia  ^ulte  well  an.4  wishe^  to  go  home. 
Continue  calomel. 

19th, — Uaa  been  quiiet  during  the  night,  and  seems 
much  better  this  morning.  The^, calomel  has  slightly 
affected  bia  gums,  bat  he  has  po,pain  or  uneasiness  in 
any  part^  and  die  pnpilcL  ^t.  wel^  Pulse  is  moderate. 
He  continued  to  improve  and  eventually  left  the 
hospital*  March  ^st,  beii\g  then  quite  strong  and  well. 

It  has  often  been  observed  that  there  is  no  other 
part  of  the  body  which,  being  afipccted  with  disease, 
gives  rise  to  auch  anomalous  symptoms  as  the  head, 
thus  renderis^g  the  diagnosis  at  once  uncertain  and 
difficult,  and  requiring  the  utmost  amount  of  discrimi- 
nation to  approximate  to  a  coj^rect  conclusion  regarding 
tko .existing  state  of  affairs ;  and  this;  difficulty  is  moi^- 
over  increased  because  we  ^n^ot  explore  the  interior 
by  mapipulation,  or  by  .the  exercise  of  any  special  sense, 
aa  we  are  tnabled  to  do  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  As 
in  disease,  ao  are  these  difficulties  equally  felt  by  the 
surgeon  when  caUed  upon  to  treat  injuries  of  the  head, 
and  there  oftentimes  will  be  sound  symptoms  oC^  dan- 
geroua  nature,  following  periiaps  a  minor  injury,  while 
irbaA  appears  of  greater  moment  gives  rise  to  little  or 
no  disturbance.     (Case  2.) 

The  variety  of  symptoms  observed  after  concussion 
are  very  remarkable,  and  can  scarcely  be  explained  on 
any  principles  with  which  we  are  acquainted.  Some- 
times we  find  a  patient  really  without  the  slightest  ill 
effect,  scarcely  feeling  any  headache  afterwards,  while 
another  seemingly  affected  primaiily  in  the  same  way, 
lies  in  a  half  conscious  state  for  some  days,  (Case  3,) 
or  becomes  delirious,  or^dies  comatose.  Some,  again, 
agree  in  many  repects  with  that  peculiar  state  which  Mr. 
Fravers  has  designated  as  prostration  with  excitement. 
Sometimes,  however,  and  this  was  verified  in  Cases  l 
and  3,  symptoms  are  observed  much  resembling  those 
of  delirium  tremens  ;  often  the  symptoms  will  be  firand 


to  correspond  very  minutely ;  thus,  although  the  patient 
is  violent  he  will  easily  be  prevailed  upon  to  lie  down, 
and  will  often  answer  rationally  for  a  moment  or  two. 
Besides  this,  it  is  generally  of  his  affiairs  that  he  talks, 
wishes  to  go  to  work,  and  continually  asserts  that  be 
is  in  health.  He  is  also  afraid  of  strangers,  and  con- 
siders every  one  mistrustfully,  thus  making  the  analogy 
between  the  two  states  still  stronger.*  Occasionally, 
also,  the  patient  recovers  in  all  respects  except  one ;  the 
hearing  may  be  deficient  or  not  so  acute  as  before  the 
accident,  the  taste  may  be  perverted,  the  names  of 
places  may  have  been  forgotten,  or  the  patient  may  be 
affected  in  various  ways  or  quite  lost,  as  lately  happened 
in  a  case  under  Mr.  Sands  Cox.  As  regards  the  treat- 
ment of  these  cases  it  seems  to  be  of  the  ntmost 
importance  to  preserve  a  strict  quietude  during  the 
critical  period  of  reaction,  for  in  that  state  a  little 
thing  wiH  determine  the  balance;  and  a  patient,  who  is 
subjected  to  noise,  light,  or  other  annoyances,  will  not 
be  so  likely  to  progress  favourably  as  one  equally  injured 
who  is  kept  free  from  these  exdtants,  therefore  too 
much  importance  cannot  be  well  attached  to  this  poinL 
The  treatment,  moreover,  laid  down  by  Mr.  Gnthrie, 
in  his  work  on  '*  Injuries  of  the  Head,"  is  fully  adequate 
to  the  deshred  end. 


Severe  Laceration  qf  ike  ScaXp; 
Mecwery, 


Eryt^eloMs 


RicHAAD  WiLKiKS,  sged  36,  was  admitted  into  the 
hospital,  under  Mr.  Sands  Cox,  January  2nd.  He  had, 
some  hours  before  admission,  fdlen  from  a  cart,  the 
wheel  of  the  vehicle  causing  a  scalp  wound,  whidi 
extended  nearly  from  ear  to  ear,  slightly  behind  the 
coronal  line.  The  scalp  could  be  turned  back  for  some  ^ 
distance,  and  the  pericranium  was  in  one  or  two  places 
detached  from  the  bone.  The  wound  was  filled  witk 
grit  and  dirt,  which  was,  as  much  as  possible,  removed, 
a  syringe,  sponge,  &c.,  being  used.  The  parts  were 
then  brought  into  apposition,  and  sticking  plaster  and 
a  bandage  applied.  He  was  stated  to  have  been  sUghtfy 
in  liquor  at  the  time  when  the  accident  happened,  and 
appeared,  from  what  was  related,  to  have  suffered  firom 
concussion ;  but  when  he  was  brought  to  the  hospital 
the  pulse  had  regained  its  frequency  and  force,  and 
there  was  nothmg  particular  observed.— Hab.  nocte 
Cal.,  gr.  V.  cap.    Mist.  Purg.,  oz.  y. 

January  3rd.— -Going  on  well;  makes  no  complaint; 
bowels  well  opened. 

4th.— Complained  yesterday  evening  of  shivering, 
and  this  morning  has  pain  of  head,  with  general 
feverishness,  pulse  counting  100.  The  wound  was 
dressed,  but  union  had  not  taken  place,  and  its  aspect 
was  such  as  to  require  poulticing,  in  place  of  other 
dressing.— Rept.  Pulv.  Cal.  et  Mist.  Purg.— R.  Ant. 
Pot.  Tart.,  gr.j. ;  Mag.  Sulph.,  oz.v.;  Misce,  snmat 
oz.  j.,  quartis  horis. 

5th. — Bowels  have  been  well  moved,  and  he  feels 
better  to-day.     Wound  has  begun  to  discharge ;  pulse 
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'oonnts  90 ;  there  is  bat  little  pain  of  head»  and  he 
makes  no  complaint.    Cont.  Mist. 

6th. — ^Wonnd  abont  the  same ;  bowels  open.      The 
back  part  of  the  scalp  oyer  the  parietal  and  ooci] 
bones  is  puffy  and  tender.      PdUe  coonts  100.      Has 
wandered  slightly  during  the  night.     Cont.  Mist.    To 
go  on  with  the  poultice. 

7th. — An  incision  was  to-day  made  into  the  swellii^g 
on  the  occiput,  which  gave  exit  to  a  laige  quantity  of 
pQS«  He  expresses  himself  as  feeling  better.  Old 
wound  discharges  more.     Cont.  Mist. 

8th. — ^To-day  a  UtgR  portion  of  tha  ocdpito-frontalis 
tendon  was  remoyed  in  a  sloughing  state  from  the 
wound.  He  appears  yery  weak*  but  has  no  pain. 
Bowels  open.  To  haye  half  a  pint  of  porter  daily,  and 
meat  diet. 

^tb. — Wounds  are  now  grfnulating,  and  discharge 
Irat  litUe.  In  all  respects  better.  To  be  dressed  with 
plaster,  &e.. 

1  lUi. — Going  on  well.    Full  diet. 

He  continued  from  this  date  gradually  going  on  welL 
Hie  wound  was  dressed  daily,  and  oompresfes  p]M^  «t 
different  parts  to  expedite  the  union  of  the  ^calp  and 
periosteum.  It  was  not,  howeyer,  until  February  27th 
that  he  was  discharged*  on  which  date  the  head  was 
quite  well. 

It  IS  an  old  maxim  in  surgery  that  no  injury  of  the 
kead,  however  trivial,  should  be  neglected;  and  this 
applies  equally  to  the  external  as  to  the  internal  parts. 
Wounds  of  the  scalp  ere  very  likely  to  be  followed,  by 
eiysipelatous  ir.flammation  and  formation  of  matter, 
which,  if  not  checked  by  energetic  treatment,  will 
probably  terminate  in  necrosis  of  the  bone,  and  render 
tbe  case  not  only  dangerous,  but  tedious  and  trouble- 
some in  the  extreme.  Also,  in  consequence  of  the  free 
eommunication  between  the  vessels  of  the  external 
parts  and  those  of  the  dura  mater,  inflammation  is 
▼ery  likely  to  pass  internally,  and  thus  further  com- 
plicate the  case.  Owing  also  to  the  loose  cellular 
tissue  beneath  the  scalp,  the  matter  will  burrow,  raising 
the  integuments,  and  giving  the  head  a  swollen  and 
vnnatural  appearance,  as  happened  in  the  case  related. 
Tliia  state  of  things  can  only  be  combatted  by  energetic 
treatment.  Antiphlogistics  must  be  used,  and  in  many 
cases  blood  extracted,  while  free  incbions  must  be 
made  for  the  exit  of  any  pus  which  may  have  formed. 
Fk«quently,  as  in  the  case  reported,  a  portion  of  the 
aponeurosis  of  the  occipito-frontalis  mtiscle  sloughs 
away ;  and  this  may  take  place  without  any  ultimate 
injury:  but  we  never  find  the  scalp  take  on  such 
action,  which  fact  is  accounted  for  by  the  great  vascu- 
larity of  its  texture. 

If«vu8  qf  the  Scalp  Treated  by  Tartar  Emetic. 

Annk  Shallard,  aged  nine  months,  was  admitted 
into  the  Queen's  Hospital,  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Sands  Cox,  February,  1851,  on  account  of  a  nevus 
ntoated  over  the  right  parietal  bone,  about  the  size  of  a 
half-crown  piece.  The  mother  stated  that  a  slight  dis- 
colouration of  the  scalp  was  observed  at  birth ;  that  it 
remained  stationary  for  some  time,    but  eventually 


began  to  increase,  and  had  daring  the  last  two  months 
attained  its  present  size.  There  was  no  pulsation 
evident  in  the  tumour^  which  was  of  a  bluish  cast,  and 
ipitak  slightly  raised  above  the  adjoining  integument.  The 
child's  general  health  was  good,  and  all  the  functiona 
regular;  but  a  branch  of  the  temporal  artery  was 
enlarged^  and  could  be  traced  almost  into  the  diseased 
parts.  On  the  t)urd  day  after  ^dmiasion  Mr.  Sands 
Cox  ordered  the  potassio-tartrate  of  antimony  to  be 
applied,  which  was  accordingly  done.  In  two  days,  the 
application  having  been  several  times  repeated,  the 
wnole  of  the  discoloured  portion  was  converted  into  a 
pustular  mass,  and  this  with  but  Jittle  or  no  inflamma* 
tion  or  irritation  of  the  scalp.  Poultices  were  now 
applied^  and  in  the  course  of  a  week  there  was  a  healthy 
granulating  surface,  which  was  cicatrized  entirely  three 
weeks  aftervnards.  The  patient  left  the  hospital  without 
any  appearai^oe  of  returning  disease,  and  some  time 
after  continued  quite  ^ell. 

Dupuytren  considered  tumours  of  this  description  to 
be  a  kind  of  erectHfe  tis^i^e,  to  which  they  certainly  haye 
a  considerable  reaem'blance.  There  are  several  yarieties» 
which  have  been  classed  differently  by  various  authots ; 
perhaps  the  best  mode  of  describing  them  is  to  divide 
them  into  the  cutaneous'  and  Subcutaneous,  although 
it  must  be  confessed  that  we  frequently  meet  with 
specimens  which  partake  of  bdffh  these'  Varieties.  Some 
have  divided  them  into  venous,  arterial,  and  mixed, 
according  as  they  were  thought  to  contain  more  of 
arterial  or  venous  tissue  !n  their  structure.  This,  bow- 
ever,  can  only  be  judged  of  by  the  colour,  which  must 
be  a  deceptive  mode  of  forming  an  opinion,  as  at 
certain  times  the  colour  is  much  deepened.  N«vi  are 
popularly  supposed  to  arise  from  some  influence  of  the 
mother's  miiid  on  the  foetus,  and  kre  frequently  supposed 
to  bear  a  resemblance  to  something  definite;  but  as 
they  are  oftentimes  of  various  and  &ntastfc  forms,  it  is 
easy  to  invent  a  likeness  to  some  known  object.  StQlj 
however,  the  influence  of  the  mother's  mind  may  have 
something  to  do  with  it,  as  it  is  a  well  ascertained  fact 
that  the  foetus  may  be  disfigured,  should  the  mother 
undergo  any  strong  mental  exertion.*  N«vi  frequently 
remain  stationary  during  life,  hardly  requiring  any 
interference ;  but  if  they  present  a  disposition  to  grow, 
and  appear  inclined  to  attaih  any  considerable  size,  it  is 
prudent  to  recommend  their  extirpation  by  one  of  the 
many  methods  adequate  to  that  purpose.  For  the 
cutaneous  variety,  pressure  will  sometimes  succeed; 
and  the  continued  application  of  collodion  has,  with 
small  nsevi,  been  followed  by  success.  Nitrate  of 
silver  and  caustic  potash  have  also  been  used,  likewise 
vaccination ;  all  evidently  acting  in  the  same  way  as  the 
tartar  emetic, — producing  inflammation  and  suppura- 
tion, and  thereby  destroying  the  diseased  texture.  If, 
however,  the  nnvus  is  of  the  subcutaneous  kind,  other 
methods  must  be  had  recourse  to,  and  the  ligature  or 


*  la  proof  of  this,  some  time  ago  the  writer  s%w  a  child  ninoa  tin 
left  hand,  which  appeared  to  have  been  amputated,  there  bdof  • 
eiciitrijt,  Ac.,  aa  after  the  operation.  The  mother  atated  aoe  had 
dnrinr  prcfoaney  been  much  IHichtened  by  aeeing  a  beggar  on  whoa 
ampniation  of  the  forearm  had  been  pofbnned. 
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knife  then  present  themselves  for  use ;  but,  from  the 
Immense  haemorrhage  which  takes  place  if  these  tumours 
are  cut  into,  the  former  is  the  most  in  vog^ne.  If  the 
knife  is  used,  the  rule  laid  down  by  Cooper  should  be 
adhered  to — **  not  to  cut  into  the  tumour,  but  to  cut  it 
out;"  and  the  whole  must  be  taken  awaj,  else  what 
is  left  will  certainly  continue  to  grow  as  before.  Mr. 
Keate  first  applied  the  ligature  for  the  cure  of  this 
disease;  and  he  has  been  followed  by  many  other 
eminent  surgeons,  as  the  cases  related  in  *'  The  Mirror  ** 
•how,  with  gteat  sucoess.  Lancet,  1850,  Vol.  I., 
p.  127,  129, 246, 421 ;  Vol.  IL,  p.  31.  1852,  Vol,  K, 
p.  74. 

Sirictwe  qf  the  Urethra^ 

Gso&GE  HuMPAQB,  f^ed  40,  affect^  with  stricture 
of  the  urethra,  admitted  into  the  Queen's  Hospital 
October  25  th,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Parker.  On 
examination,  his  bladder  was  found  greatly  distended ; 
he  complained  of  much  pain,  and  a  constant  desire  to 
pass  water,  which  he  oonld  only  do  by  drops.  The 
urine  was  clear  and  did  not  deposit.  He  cduld  not 
sleep  at  night,  and  his  ooantenanoe  was  haggard,  and 
showed  signs  of  acute  and  long-continued  suffering. 
His  bowels  were  moved  daily,  but  his  appetite  was 
gone.  It  appeared  that  he  had  experic^nc^d  much 
difficulty  in  passing  his  water  during  the  last  two  years; 
lliai  he  had  neglected  it,  and  in  consequence  had 
become  gradually  unable  to'  make  the  slightest  stream. 
He  had  frequently  suffered  from  gonorrhoea.  On  a 
bougie  being  introduced^  the  whole  of  the  urethra  was 
found  to  be  in  a  hardened,  semi-cartilaginous  state,  and 
the  smallest  instrument  could  nol  be  passed  more  than- 
three  inches  and  a  half.  As  the  patient  complained 
yery  bitterly,  it  became  a  Question  what  treatment 
dkould  be  adopted;  but  a  sufficient  quantity  of  urine 
passing  during  the  twenty^bur  hours,  Mr.  Parker 
ordered  a  bougie  to  be  introduced  daily,  and  suffered  to 
remain  a  short  time,  while  the  patient  took  five  geamn 
of  soap  and  opium  pill  at  bed-time. 

This  treatment  was  continued  until  Nov.  15th,  an 
occasional  dose  of  castor  oil  being  required  to  regulate 
the  bowels.  Tiie  bougie  would  pass  about  four  inches, 
but  was  then  stopped  by  an  impediment  harder  than 
anything  which  had  been  overcome.  A  small  silver 
catheter  was  now  used;  and  in  two  or  three  days  it 
could  be  readily  passed  as  far  as  the  membranous 
portion.  He  was  now  put  in  a  warm  bath  daily,  and 
ou  two  or  three  occasions  had  leeches  applied  to  the 
perineum,  the  catheter  being  used  after  each  bath.  On 
November  26th,  No.  6  catheter  was  passed  fairly  into 
the  bladder,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  urine  taken 
sway.  The  instrument  was  allowed  to  remain  for  an 
hour.  On  November  30th  it  was  again  introduced, 
secured  by  tapes,  and  kept  in  the  bladder  about  thirty- 
six  hours,  during  which  tim@  suppuration  was  estab- 
lished; and  on  its  removal  the  patient,  in  a  few  days, 
could  make  water  with  great  facility,  and  in  almost  as 
good  a  stream  as  he  ever  could.  On  his  discharge  he 
was  free  of  pain,  much  increased  in  weight,  and  his 
countenance  showed  none  of  the  haggard  appearance  it 


did  on  admission.  No.  8  catheter  could  also  be  passed 
with  perfect  ease.  He  was  advised  to  have  a  bougie 
passed  at  intervals  for  some  time. 

Concemmg  the  treatment  of  strictnred  urethra  then 
has  alwaya  been  a  great  variety  of  opinion ;  and  at  the 
present  tisae  the  diflRnenCes  do  not  seem  mud&  dimiii* 
ished,  each  party  advocating  their  own  peculiar  trsat- 
ment.  It  seems,  however,  proper  that  this  should  be 
swayed  by  concomitant  drcumstances,  and  that  the  state 
of  the  urethra  as  regards  its  denseness,  its  irregularity, 
its  cartilaginons  condition,  and  the  fact  of  there  being  %■ 
false  passage  (if  such  be  the  ca&e)  should  be  taken  into 
consideratiob.  Butjt  is  tolerably  certain,  that  so  long 
as  a  patient  makes  a  saffident  quantity  of  water,  althongb 
ignttatubi  thefknife  shodU.not  ^e  movied  tOy  as  no  in- 
ci«u)n  can  be  made  without  some  risk,  of  unplaaaaat 
consequences ;  and  this  is  the  more  evident,  when  other 
and  milder  procedure  not  calculatiBd  to  bring  life  mto 
danger,  will  effect  the  desired  object.  Cooper  says  :— 
**  The  cure  by  dilatation  may  be  regarded  as  that  whieh^ 
on  the  whole,  retuns  the  gveatest  share  of  approbation, 
and  in  the*  case  reported  (as  bad  a  one  as  conM  mQ 
occur)  the  use  -of  the  catheter  and  bougie  aueoeedsd 
admhrahly.  Had  sudden  [retention  occurred,  or  had 
not  a  sufficient  quantity  of  urine  passed,  the  knifed 
would  have  been  requisite.  Listen  remaiks,  in  speaking 
of  the  treatment  of  stricture  by  the  catheter : — "  TbOre 
are  few  strictures  !ttd<^  wMch  will  not  yield  to  tliis 
trekitment;'*  and  afterwards,  "  In^ion  of  strict  w^mt]f 
be  rsqnhred  in  retentiea,  warcely  otherwise." 


f  raninnitl  MtUtsi  ^  ^nrgirttl  Mxul 


WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  3,  1852. 


A  TBiAX  lias  recently  taken  place  at  the 
Marjlebime  County  Court,  wliidi  presents 
matter  of  considerable  importance  to  proyinciai 
practitioners,  eBpocdally  tlxoae  who  are  engaged 
in  constiltation  practice. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Bbown,  a  consulting- 
surgeon  residing  in  London,  was  summoned  a 
distance  of  160  miles  to  visit  a  patient,  for 
which  his  charge  "vras  £39.  7s.  Qd.  This  demand 
was  resisted  by  the  patient's  friends,  as  exor- 
bitant! For  the  plaintiff,  several  witnesses 
were  called,  who  spoke  of  the  customary  fees  of 
London  physicians  and  surgeons  for  country 
visits,  as  varying  from  10s.  6d.  and  upwards  per 
mile ;  stating  also  that  the  amount  charged  in 
the  case  in  question  was  below  the  average  fee. 

The  reflections  suggested  by  this  transaction 
point  to  the  necessity  which  exists  for  some* 
thing  like  regularity  in  the  demands  of  metro- 
politan   consulting    practitioners.       Now  that 
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Medical  Atpeeis  of  Death,  and  the  Medical  depectt  qf 
the  Human  Mind,  By  Jamks  Bower  Harrison^ 
M.R.C.S.L.>  &c.,  formerly  one  of  the  Resident 
Medical  Officers  of  the  Manchester  Royal  InHrmary, 
&c.,  &c. 

Ix  this  little  volume  Mr.  Harrison  presents  ns 
-vritk  a  couple  of  remartably  readable  and  plea- 
«mtly-written  essays  on  two  subjects,  neither 


labour  and  time  expended  in  travelling  are  both 
80  much  curtailed  by  railways,  it  would  not,  of 
course,  be  reasonable  to  a^ere  to  the  old  post- 
ing fee  of  £1.  1$.  per  mile ;  but  it  is  equally 
xmreasonable,  as  well  as  undignified,  that  a 
London  consulting-practitioner  should  travel,  in 
proportion  to  distance,  for  less  than  a  provincial 
physician  or  surgeon  of  repute  would  think 
himself  entitled  to  demand.  To  do  so  is  to 
take  a  most  unfair  advantage  of  the,  in  many 
cases,  foolish  prejudice  in  favour  of  metropolitan 
advice.  As  regards  the  sum  charged  by  Mr. 
Bbown,  it  is  small  in  comparison  with  the 
charges  of  those  i^ysioiaina  and  mngeons  who^ 
are  most  frequently  sunamoned  from  London; 
and  it  betrays  a  most  despicable  meanness  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant  to  dispute  a  demand 
so  liberal.  It  is  plain  that  Mr.  Bbowk  had  exer- 
cised a  charitable  consideration  for  his  patient. 

It  is  obviously  of  great  importaniec  to  the 
nratoal  good  undant^nding  of  piovi&ciaL.and 
mctrepolitan  praotitio&ers' •  that  nothing  Uke 
''underselling"  shotdd  be  coutftenaneed,  but 
Hhat,  except  under  special  circumstances,  some 
uniform  rate  of  charge  should  be  made^  and  we 
are  inclined  to  agree  with  one  of  our  London 
contemporaries  thi^t  half  a  guinea  per  mile  "  out" 
by  raQway  would  be  both  equitable  towards  the 
I>atient  and  honourable  towards  the  country 
physician  and  consulting-surgeon.  We  aUude, 
of  course,  here,  to  those  whom  a  well^amed 
reputation  has  placed  high  in  the  confidence  of 
the  profession.  There  are,  we  are  aware,  not  a 
few  in  the  great  Babylon  who  endeavour,  by 
sundry  more  clever  than  creditable  manoeuvres, 
to  secure  a  consultation  practice,  which  would 
never  reach  them  in  a  more  legitimate  way.  It 
were  vain  to  expect  such  to  adhere  to  any  recog- 
nized rule  of  conduct  whether  pecuniary  or 
otherwise.  Among  these  latter  it  need  hardly 
"be  said,  we  do  not  class  Mr.  Beowk. 


of  which  it  is  easy  to  treat  pleasantly.  In  his 
preface,  the  author  naively  observes  that  he  has 
"never  thought  it  essential  that  a  book  should 
be  dry  in  order  to  be  useful."  We  think  that 
he  has  produced  a  U8«M  book ;  we  are  sure  tihat 
he  has  not  added  to  the  stock  of  dry  ones. 

In  the  'first  essay,  the  premonitory  signs  of 
death,,  the  several  modes  in  which  death  is 
occasioned,  and  the  indications  of  death  having 
reaUy  taken  t^aeej  are  di9anssed  with  an  abs«ice 
of  disagreeable  detail,  and  yet  with  a  fulness  of 
descfription  that  bespeak  a  skilfiil  and  not  mi« 
practised  hand.  We  do  not  know^of  any  other 
work  in  which  the  unprofessional  reader  eould 
meet  with  the  same  infbrmation  so  intelligibly 
and  pleasingly  conveyed,  nor  in  which  the 
medical  man  would  find  the  subject  so  appositely 
garnished  with  anecdotes  and  classical  quotations. 
The  following  is  interesting  ;— 

'*  In  order  to  provide  agamst  prematare  interment^ 
the  Romans  are  said  to  have  waited  seven  days  before 
they  intorred  the  .dbad ;  those  who  had  ohar^^  of  the 
lOorpse  calUng  the  luune  of  the  deceased  many  times  in 
a  loiad.  Toice*  It  wa^  this  custom  which  coostitated 
th$  CQnphMnat^o.  Just  befpse  jthe  body  was  finaUy 
buriedt  the  name  was  again  loudly  called;  and  then  it 
was  considered  proper  to  enter  on  tbe^neral  ceremo- 
njes.    Te^rence  makes^  allusion  to  this  custojn,  when  he 

•  *  OeAt^— jam  coBcbttutinii  «t.*  *• 

Those  who  dr?ad  the  ppQsibility  of  premature 
interment  wiU  be  glad  to^ad  our  next  quotation : 

"  It  would  seem,  then^  that  the  indications  of  death 
an  sufficiently  marked  to  render  it  improbable  that 
premature  interment  can  often  take  plaoe ;  and  whenever 
this  occors,  it  mnst  be  the  resnlt  of-great  carelessness, 
ignoianoe,  and  baste.*' 

We  rccoUect  a  case  of  cholera  in  which  consi- 
derable exeit^neut  was  occasioned  in  the  mind 
of  the  public  by  the  circumstance  of  the  eoiyae 
becoming  warm  some  hours  after  death.  Tbe 
not  infrequent  occurrence  of  this  phenomenon 
after  death  from  cholera  does  not  escape  notice 
in  the  work  before  us. 

We  extract  the  following  for  its  practieal 
bearing.  It  indicates  the  professional  acumen 
of  the  coroner  for  Middlesex,  and  sufficiently 
proves  the  desirableness  of  selecting  members  ot 
the  medical  profession  to  fill  the  important  offiee 
of  coroner. 

^'  A  man,  who  had  just  been  married,  got  into  a  dis- 
pute with  one  of  his  own  party,  and  was  knocked  down 
by  a  blow.  Eventually  he  was  able  to  rejoin  his  party ; 
but  it  was  observed  that  whilst  engaged  at  his  dinner  he 
hastily  got  up  and  went  out  of  the  room.  A  friend  fol- 
lowed him,  but  immediately  returned  to  announce  that 
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the  man  was  dead.  On  examiniog  the  body  after  death, 
a  surgeon  proBonnoed  that  he  had  died  from  apoplexy, 
and  attributed  the  fit  to  the  injuries  he  had  received  in 
the  quarrel.  The  ooroner  (Mr.  Wakley)  asked  the 
SQigeon  if  he  bad  examined  the  windpipe.  The  surgeon 
confawrd  that  he'had  not  done  so ;  whereupon  he  was 
desired  to  complete  the  examination.  He  repaired  pre- 
sently to  perform  his  task,  and  on  his  return  stated  that 
he  found  a  piece  of  meat  wedged  firmly  in  the  glottis. 
Thus  death  had  in  reality  arisen  from  this  source ;  and 
the  congested  state  of  the  brain  was  the  effect  of 
Impeded  respiration,  and  not  the  first  occasion  of  his 
death." 

As  A  specimen  of  the  cimoiiB  infonnatiou  the 
reader  viU  find  in  the  work,  we  select  an  instancQ 
of  a  judidal  sentence  unwortiiy  of  Pagan  bar- 
barism. It  occomd  in  England  in  the  reign  o( 
Greorge  the  Second. 

"  Strugeways  refusing  to  plead  at  the  bar,  was 
sentenced  by  Lord  Chief  Justice  Glynn,  *'  (o  be  put 
into  a  mean  house,  stopped  from  any  lij^^t,  and  that  he 
be  laid  upon  his  back,  with  his  body  bare,  and  his  arms 
and  legs  stretched  by  cords  in  opposite  directions  ;  and 
that  upon  his  body  shall  belaid  as  much  iron  and  stone 
as  he  can  bear,  and  more;  and  the  first ' day  h^shatl 
~  have  three  morsels  of  barley-bread ;  and  the  nett  shall' 
he  drink  thrice  of  the  water  in  the  next  channd  to  the 
prison  door,  but  of  no  spring  or  fountamr  and  this 
shall  be  his  punishment  till  he  die.'  On  the  Monday 
following,  at  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  the  sheriAi-'iind 
their  officers  came  to  the*  pross  yard,  ishither.tbs 
miserable  prisoner  was  picsently  brought.  H&w<dM  a 
mouniing  doek,  beneath  which  he  appeared  dothed  in 
white  from  head  to  foot.  By  the  shsriffs  be  was  con- 
doeted  to  a  dungeon,  wh^,  after  prayers^  his  frienda 
plaeod  themseWes  at  the  corner  of  the  press,  whom  he 
desired,  when  he  gave  the  word,  tb  Uy  on  the  weights  ! 
This  they  did  at  the  signal — *  Lord  Jesus  receiye  my 
soul;'  but  finding  the  weight  too  light  for  sudden 
execution,  many  of  those  standing  by  added  their 
burdens  to  disburthen  him  of  his  pain.  He  died  in 
about  eight  or  ten  minutes." 

The  second  essay  touches  pointedly  but  gently 
upon  the  slighter  deviations  from  health  of  mind ; 
such  as  not  constituting  acknowledged  insanity 
are  still  indicative  of  disorder  of  the  mental 
balance.  To  do  justice  to  Mr.  Harrison's  mode 
of  treating  his  subject,  wc  should  have  to  tran- 
scribe his  essay.  We  take  at  random  an  extract 
or  two  as  illustrations  of  the  author's  style. 

"  There  is  a  story  told  of  a  cockney,  who  vifcited  the 
beautiful  and  romantic  scenery  of  the  Alps,  and  being 
asked  his  impression  of  a  sublime  prospect  which  sud- 
denly burst  on  his  Tiew,  said,  that  he  must  confess 
'it  was  a  well  got  up  thing.'  This  is  the  school  of 
fitfhion  which  giyes  us  two  fingers  to  touch  as  a 
welcome,  after  the  absence  of  as  many  years." 

"  Man  is  perhaps  as  beautiful  in  the  passions  and 
aiE^ions  of  his  nature  as  in  the  highest  reach  of  his 
intellectual  powers.    Terrible  indeed  are  the  passions, 


but  they  are  also  glorious  and  Ibvely.  The  very 
emotions,  feelings,  and  instructive  impulses  of  our 
nature  constitute  more  ^n  all  else  our  humanity.  The 
cold  calculations  of  the  strongest  minds  are  dead  with- 
out the  warm  influence  of  affection:  and  we  would 
rather  pardon  the  forwardness  of  childhood,  and  the 
caprice  of  women,  than  lose  all  those  endearing  senti- 
ments which  bind  us  to  the  one  and  to  the  other." 

We  need  scarcely  say  that  we  command  this 
work  to  our  readers.  It  is  such  as  we  may  fre- 
quently find  convenient  to  place  in  the  hands  of 
our  more  intelligent  patients.  The  author  has 
managed  to  combine  the  utile  with  the  dulce  in  a 
way  which  must  ensure  success. 


[SiNCB  our  -last  publication  the  opinions  of  the 
members  constftuthig  the  Nortb  Walks,  West 
SoMBRSBT,  Bath  and  Bristol,  and  YonKSBxas 
Brancbbs,  have  been  obtiyned  on  the  several  danses 
in  the  New  Medical  Reform  Bi)l,  either  by  a  meeting 
of  the  branch  or  }fy  writing  individually  to  each  member. 
The  condusions  arrived  at  will  be  found  embodied,  in 
the  subjoined  lettecs,  which  have  been  obligingly  for- 
wwded by  the  Secietarica  fiir  publication.] 

NOETH-WALES  BBjLNCH. 

Zb  J.  P.  8k$ppard,  Esq.,  Secreiarjf  to  the  CbuneiL 

Sir, — Having  perused. the  "Draft  of  the  Proposed 
Medical  Bill,''  as  published  in  the  Journal  of  Jan.  aist^ 
1852,  I  give  my  approval  of  the  BiH  as  a  whole,  hot 
would  hope  to  see  some  little  alteration  when  it  comes 
to  be  considered  in  detail.  I  hail  with  especial  satiB- 
faction  the  uniformity  of  education  and  qualiftcatioii^ 
and  that  the  profession  is  to  be  entered  by  one  common 
portal,  leaving  gentlemen  at  liberty  to  choose  and 
advance  with  that  branch,  (be  it  snrger^  or  medidne,) 
most  congenial  to  their  taste  and  interest.  I,  however, 
dislike  the  proposed  name,  that  of  "Licentiata  in 
Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Midwifery,"  and  would  suggest 
that  the  present  name  of  Surgeon  be  given  to  this 
class;  and  that  the  higher  grade  of  Member  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  be  respectively 
designated  M.D.,  Doctor  of  Medicine,  or  Ch,  D.,  or 
CD,,  Doctor  of  Surgery,  and  that  they  may  be  com- 
monly styled  Dr.  A.,  or  Doctor  B.  In  Clause  13  I 
would  suggest  that  the  year  begin  January  Ist  instead 
of  February  Ist 

Clause  15. — I  advocate  the  system  of  a  short  ap- 
prenticeship or /^tiptVa^e,  called  "  articled  pupil,"  wheii 
habits  of  business  may  be  formed,  and  the  mode  of 
conducting  a  practice  may  be  acquired,  as  wdl  as 
familiarity  with  drugs,  minor  operations,  &c.,  &c.,  two 
or  three  years  being  sufficiently  long. 

Clause  17. — 1  like  the  formation  of  a  Provident  Fund* 
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bat  duUke  the  amntal  trouble  and  annoyance  of  regis- 
tering.  Conld  it  not  be  made  optional  for  a  person  to 
pay  one  laxger  snm  instead  ? 

Clause  36. — I  should  wish  to  see  tho  clause  having 
reference  to  the  business  of  druggists  and  chemists  made 
more  »tringetU,  and  such  as  would  compel  them  to 
abatain  from  prescribing  and  dispensing  their  own 
nostrums — a  practice  verg  prevalent  and  injurious  in 
country  districts. 

Claose  13. — I  hope  we,  who  reside  in  the  provinees, 
win  not  be  obliged  to  "  produce  our  diplomas"  at  the 
Registrar's  office,  in  order  to  secure  our  registnation,  as 
that  would  involve  a  risk  of  losing  an  important  docu- 
ment in  its  transit  through  the  post-office,  or  otherwise, 
stf  weU  as  a  considerable  expense  to  the  parties.  I  hope 
that  the  "  attested  certificate/'  together  with  a  reference 
to  the  books  of  the  several  Colleges  and  Halls,  may  suffice. 

I  trust  that  nothing  in  this  Bill  will  have  a  retro- 
spective and  ii:\juriou8  influeiic^<'Dpoi|  jtb^se  J^rilUh 
Colleges  and  Universities  at  present  possessing  certain 
privileges. 

E.  WILLIAMS, 

Diatiiot  Seeretaarf  to  the  Nozth-Walca  Branch 

Wrexham,  February  16,  1852. 


Llangefni,  Feb.  12, 1852. 

MtDbar  Sir, — I  have  only  to-day  received 'the 
whole  of  the  replies  to  my  drcular  letter  respecting  the 
"  Draft  of  the  Proposed  Bill  for  Medical  JMom*'  attd 
hasten  to  communicate  the  result  to  yon,  by  giving  a 
short  account  of  the  doings  of  the  Korih  Wales  Brandi 
upon  that  interesting  subject. 

With  one  toUtart^  excepHon,  iii  the  person  of  Mr. 
Walthew,  of  Holyhead,  (an  old  and  experienced  and 
rery  respectable  practitioner,)  all  the  others  apr^  and 
Jtem^lp  ^^prove  of  the  principles  ofHh^  proposed  bill 
generally.  Many  of  them  have  offered  suggestions,  aqd 
sone  only  of  which  I  think  it  mj  doty  to  particalarize. 

Dr.  John  Roberts,  of  Bangpr,  warmly  approves  of 
**  the  plan  to  set  aside  a  portion  of  thQ  registration-fee  to 
form  a  benevolent  fund,  for  (he  continues  to  write)  I 
feel  convinced  that  no  practical  good. can  result  from 
A  fund  supported  entirely  by  voluntary  contributions." 
In  this  sentiment  he  meets  with  a  hmirty  seconder  in  me. 

Mr.  Owen  Richards,  of  Bala,  who  approves  of  the 
leading  principles  of  the  bill,  inquires  : — ''  By  clause  3, 
tiie  Society  of  Apothecaries  is  empowered  to  choose  six 
Members  of  Council ;  in  the  event  of  the  existing 
powers  of  the  Society  being  resigned  or  abolished,  by 
whom  should  the  six  members  be  chosen  ?"  Again,  ho 
BSys  of  clause  2G  : — '*  The  object  of  this  clause  will  be 
▼irtually  defeated  unless  it  be  clearly  defined  what  con- 
stitutes an  act  of  practising  in  any  of  the  capacities 
specified,  and  unless  the  evidence  required  to  convict 
be  made  as  simple  as  possible.  The  great  difficulty  of 
obtaining  a  conviction  under  the  Apothecaries'  Act 
toned  upon  these  two  points." 

Mr.  Thos.  Charles,  of  Bangor,  says :— **  I  should 
have  been  glad  had  it  been  practicable,  to  give  the  pro- 
fiession  more  elective  power  in  the  appointment  of  the 
Medi^  Council."  But  upon  the  whole  he  considers  the 
proposed  bill  a  very  good  one  and  will  support  it. 


Mr.  Robert  Jones,  of  Carnarvon,  ^*  apjiroves  most 
highly  of  the  proposed  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the 
profession,"  and  communicates  very  gratifying  news 
for  tho  welfareand  success  of  the  North- Wales  Branch, 
at  least  as  I  consider  it,  by  stating,—*'  I  am  glad  to 
inform  you  that  Mr.  Hamilton  Robert^^has  this  day 
authorized  me  to  add  his  name  to  the  list  of  our  mem- 
bers, and  beg  you  will  enrol  him." 

"Mr.  Lloyd,  of  this  place,  is  conspicuous  amongst  tho 
approvers  of  the  intended  measnre.  Besides  those  I 
have  hero  mentioned,  there  are  some  five  or  six  mem- 
bers who  think  with  Mr.  George  Frederick  Wills,  of 
Crewkerne,  {vide  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of  the 
4th  ult.,)  that  some  very  stringent  clause  should  be 
embodied  in  the  proposed  bill,  to  prevent  chemists  and 
druggists  from  practising  as  surgeons  and  apotkeearim. 
To  this  expression  of  feeling  upon  their  part.J  mnst 
ndd  my  own  and  IVlcn  Lloy{l'«  ooncurrenco.  I  know 
too  well  that  the  druggists  in  this  and  the  adjacent 
counties  do'  nearly,  if  not  more  than,  as  much  as  the 
regular  medical  practitioner  in  prescribing  and  dOpenS" 
ing  medicines.  Why  fhould  this  be  allowed  ?  Upon 
what  grounds  o^  justice  and  equity  should  it  be  pctmitted^ 
I,  ask  ?  I  have  heard  medical  friends  sny  that  Wicy  arc 
aw^e  the  druggists  frequently  visit  before  gving 
medicines*  t^nd  I  can  testify  (as  also  can  Mr.  Lloyd) 
that  the  statement  is  perfectly  correct  as  far  as  it  con- 
oems.this  ^onnty.  I  do  hope  our,  wise  legislators 
will  not  lose  sight  f4  ^^  ^^^^  outrageoi^,  f^nd  anomalous 
staUtiof/things,. 

•  As  I'said  beforoi  tl^ere  was  only  ^»  W^lthew  who 
ditegoeed .  with  the  propeeed .  Medical ,  R^for^i ,  Bill.  I 
wifi  just  recite  his  own  words : — ''  In  ««swef ,  I  beg  to 
say  tb^re  are  many  parts  in  it  which  meet  n&th  m|i  sppro- 
baition,  but  I  cannot  affix  my  name  to  any  oMasure  of 
reform  which  does  not  recognize  the  privileges  of  the 
Apothecaries'  Company,  as  granted  to  them  by  the  Act  of 
1815.  I  am  also  one  of  those  who  think  that  every 
student  should  serve  an  apprenticeship.  A^  the  pro- 
posed bill  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  cleai'  on  these 
points  I  must  decline  supporting  it." 

I  have  now  concluded  all  I  have  to  say,  and  ^oii  can 
make  whatever  use  you  think  proper  of  it. 
I  remain,  yoiirs  very  truly, 

D.  KENT  JONES. 

District  Secrct&ry  North  Wales  Branch. 

Dr.  Williams,  Wrexham. 


P.  Lardncr  Green,  Esq.,  of  Buckley,  Flintshire,  and 
T.  T.  Griffiths,  Esq.,  of  Wrexham,  write  to  the  follow- 
ing effect  I — 

Buckley,  Flintshire, 
,  February  13tb,  :S52. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  wish  expressed 
in  the  circular  you  sent  me,  I  b^  to  offer  the  following 
observations  upon  the  *'  Draft  of  the  Biltfor  Reforming 
the  Profession.''  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  im- 
perative necessity  of  having  in  force  a  Bill  to  legislate 
for  the  profession  as  a  whole :  the  proposed  Bill  appears, 
with  some  exceptions^  to  be  the  best  yet  proposed,  and 
perhaps  equal  to  any  we  can  expect  in  the  existing  stato 
of  public  opinion :— « 
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1.  Tb«  payment  of  the  fee  of  ;f  10  seems  umieces- 
Barilr  low.  Those  who  will  pass  the  Examining  Board 
will  possess  a  legal  title  to  practise  aJl  the  branches  qf 
the  profetrion,  eqaal  to  those  who  now.  hold  the  double 
qiudificadon,  and  who  have  paid  a  higher  sum ;  nor 
ought  tho  diminished  and  diminishing  valne  of  money 
be  lost  sight  of  iii  making  this  regulation. 

2.  I  see  no  good  reason-why  the  annual  oertificateg 
should  commenoe  on  February  Ist^  but,  ot\  the  oou* 
trary,  think  there  wouUl  be  some  advantages  in  their 
being  dated  January  Ist. 

3.  That  practitioners  who  had  held  certificates  daring 
five  years  be  entitled  to  daim  to  the  Benevolent  Fund, 
though  to  a  less  amount  than  tliose  who  have  held 
for  ten  years. 

4.  A  well-marked  distinction  should  be  drawn 
between  the  degree  of  culpability  attributed  to,  and 
the  consequent  amount  of  penalties  incurred  by,  two 
distinct  classes  of  irregular  practitioners, — viz.,  on  the 
one  hand,  those  who  would  be  regularly  qualified 
members  of  the  profession,  and  had  been  registered 
previously  as  such,  but  who  may  not  possess  the  current 
annual  certificate;  and,  on  the  other,  those  who  not 
only  would  be  without  the  annual  certificate,  but  who 
had  never  been  registered,  nor  had  ever  entered  into 
the  profession^  and  who  would  be,  in  fact,  mere  quaclis. 

5.  That  the  Examining  Board  require  students,  at- 
tending lectures  and  hospital  practice,  to  register  their 
names  personally  three  times  at  least  during  each 
session,  and  during  the  same  time  to  enter  their  names 
twice  a  week  in  a  book  kept  at  the  respective  hospitals. 
That  a  visitor  (or  visitors)  be  appointed  by  the  Examiners, 
who  shall  inspect  the  various  classes  of  students  during 
lecture  hours,  each  class  being  visited  twice  at  least 
during  each  session. 

6.  That  the  Board  of  Examiners  be  required  to 
ftxaminfl  each  candidate  upon  anatomy  with  the  recent 
iubjectp  and  th^  one  examinatiimt  or  a  part  qf  an 
examination,  shall  be  wiikpapers,  to  which  the  candidate 
ehall  give  mitten  answers,  'To  these  last  regulations  I 
attach  much  importance. 

7.  To  add  a  dause  to  the  Bill  to  empower  the  Medical 
Cooncil  of  England  to  take  charge  of  the  proposed 
Medical  Benevolent  College,  (should  It  be  completed,) 
and  to  govern  (he  same  upon  certain  conditions. 

In  conclusion,  I  hope  the  Bill  vrill  be  introduced  into 
Parliament  without  loss  of  time,  and  after  due  con- 
sideration become  law,  and  thus  see  the  long-wished 
for  result  of  the  union  of  the  disjimcta  membra  of  our 
profession,  the  welfare  of  which  is  so  important  to  the 
public  as  well  as  to  ourselves. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  very  truly, 
Dr.  Williams.  '         P.  Lardner  Green. 


Chester  Street,  Wrexham. 

Sib, — After  a  careful  perusal  of  the  **  Draft  of  the 
Proposed  Bill,"  I  cannot  but  consider  ifa  adoption  as 
most  desirable  in  almost  all  its  provisions.  The  point 
that  appears  to  me  most  to  require  reconsideration,  is 


the  age  (21)  at  which  a  young  man  becomes  entitled  to 
enter  upon  all  the  responsibilities  of  independent  prac« 
tice.  And  it  may  happen,  and  often  does,  that  within 
a  year  or  two  of  commencing  practice,  cases  in  mid« 
witery,  surgery,  or  medicine,  of  the  most  urgent  nature 
and  important  character,  may  depend  upon  the  dedsionB 
of  his  judgment.  I  wish  the  age  were.  22,  because  that 
additional  year  matures  a  young  man's  judgment,  adds 
to  his  knowledge  and  experience,  and  acquaints  him 
more  fully  with  the  realities  of  life^  and  of  those  im- 
portant professional  duties  and  responsibilities  he  is 
about  to  take  upon  himself.  I  think  four  years  too 
short  a  period  for  a  young  man  to  acquire  that  know- 
ledge of,  and  fkmiliarity  with,  diseases  that  even  in 
commencing  practice  he  is  supposed  to  possess.  I 
should  prefer  five. years,  because  two  years  might  be 
passed  in  the  surgery  of  an  experienced  practitioner, 
with  many  advantageous  results.  The  shortness  of  iSitt 
time  would  lead  a  young  man  to  commence  at  once; 
and  from  the  beginning,  the  study  of  at  least  the  de- 
ments of  his  profession,  he  would  acquaint  himself 
with  the  appearance,  properties,  doses,  and  lises  of 
drugs  and  medicinal  preparations  in  a  ptuctical  manner, 
to  be,  1  believe,  acquired  in  no  other  way.  He  learns 
the  habits  of  private  practicts — a  lesson  nfevct  to  be 
acquired  in  hospitals ;  he  benefits  by  the  practice  snd 
experience  of  his  principal;  he  acquires  habits  of 
business  and  punctuality ;  and,  in  the  quietness  of  private 
praetiee,  he  has  an  opportunity  of  feeling  those  reqiure- 
ments,  the  value  and  the  posiession  of  which  he  sees 
are  essential  to  successful  practice,  and  thus  ho  will 
probably  be  led  to  arrange  for  himself  those  objects  of 
study  when  he  attends  lectures  and  hospitals,  which  fab 
own  particular  genius  or  taste,  or  which  the  peculiar 
requirements  of  private  practice,  or  the  importance  of 
pvticular  cases  as  then  observed,  m«y  render  mofljt 
interestipg,  valuable^  .and  important  in  hi^  estimation^ 
And  th«se  views  may  be  confirmed  by  following  a 
yooBg  man  into  general  practice  at  21 ,  who  has  passed 
from  school  to  the  study  of  the  higher  branches  of  tlis 
j>rofe8aKtt  in  ignorsnoe  of  its  dements.  He  studies 
his  profession  rsther  as  an  absdAot  sdenoe,  lor  he  lies 
had  little  or  no  opportunity  of  estimating  ito  clott 
snd  important  connection  with  the  moral  as  well  as 
physical  wants;  distresses,  welfare,  aad  happineas  edf 
those  who  are  to  depend  opop  him  for  counsel,  directioiiy 
and  support,  under  urgent  and  severe  trials  of  bodHy 
and  mental  distress  and  sufiering.  A  wide  field  is 
suddenly  opened  to  his  untutored  mind  and  jadgmettft; 
he  feels  that  it  contains  the  treasure  important  to  lue 
future  well-doing,  but  in  the  multiplicity  of  objects  he 
is  at  a  loss  how  to  select  those  most  immediatelj 
necessary  to  that  knowledge,  without  which  he  oonld 
not  conscientiously  even  commence  practice,  and  m 
this  bill  will  mainly  afEect  the  great  body  of  geneml 
practitioners,  these  observations  are  intended  to  apply 
chiefly  to  them. 

T.  T.  GRIFFtTH. 

Dr.  Williams. 
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To  J.  P.  Sheppard,  Bsq,,  Secretary  to  the  Council. 

Sn, — On  receiving  your  letter,  dated  Jan.  22nd,  con- 
tBining  the  request  of  the  Central  Council  that  I  should 
sflbmit  the  "  Draft  of  the  Bill  for  Medical  Reform"  to 
ameeting  of  the  memhers  of  this  Branch,  I  convened 
li^  liOcal  Council  for  the  2iih  of  January,  when  it  was 
Kflolved  to  hold  a  special  meeting  of  the  Branch  to 
consider  the  said  Draft  Bill,  on  the  4th  of  February. 
X  have  be^n  unable  to  communicate  to  the  Central 
Council  earlier  the  results  of  that  meeting. 

The  Draft  Bill  was  considered  by  the  meeting,  with 
ipsat  attention,  section  by  section;  i^id  I  wiys  i^st.rpoted 
ta  communicate^  to  the  Central  Council  the.  earnest 
cbiire  fielt  by  the  Branch  for  a  permanent  and  satisfi^ctory 
settlement  of  the  Medical  Reform  question,,  and  its 
muuinous  and  full  approbation  of  the  general  princi- 
ples of  the  proposed  Bill.  ^ 

At  the  mme  time  I  was  instructed  to  submit  the 
following  remarks  and  questions  on  the  details  of  the 
■aid  bill  to  the  consideration  of  the  Central  Council, 
mhidk  were  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  meeting : — 

With  reference  to  Section  11,  I  (un  to  a^k  whether 
it  is  intended  that  the  Examining  Boards,  for  the  three 
Idngdoms  are  to  be  chosen  from  the  Council,  or  from 
t|ke  profession  at  lugp  ? . 

In  Section  13  what  provision  is  to  be  made  for  the 
registration  of  qualiiied  members  of  the  profession  who 
may  be  absent  from  the  countryj  or  otherwise  prevented 
registering  within  the /time  prescribed  by  the  bill? 
AIbo,  should  it  not  be  compulsory  to  prove  hffot 
ptmemon  of  the  diploma;  certificate,  or  licence,  if 
required  ?  Or,  should  tliere  not  be  some  provhfion  to 
pfevent  per^ns  holding  diplomas,  &c.,  illegally,  from 
registering  ? 

In  Section  16  cannot  a  clliuse  be  inserted  making  it 
lihe  duty  of  the  Medioid  Councils  in  congress  4o  eause 
a  uniform  Pharmacopoeia,  to  be  drawn  up  and  published 
in  plaee  of  the  widely-differing  Pharmacop^oaa  now 
iaraed  by  tbe  three  Colleges  of  Physidaua  ? 

In  Section  19  should  it  not  be  the  duty  of  the 
Medical  Councils  to  cause  an  annual  statement  of  the 
income  and  expenditure  to  be  published  I 

In  Section  21  are  we  right  in  assuming  that,  by 
Section  17,  persons  who  may  have  transferred,  will  be 
able  to  renew  their  certificate  without  further  reference 
to  their  original  country  ? 

In  Section  22  what  provision  is  to  be  made  for  the 
l^eat  majority  of  provincial  physicians  who  now  hold 
hospital  appointments,  and  practise,  without  being 
members  of  any  College  of  Physicians  ?  Are  they  to 
be  compelled  to  join  one  of  the  Colleges,  whether  they 
will  or  not  ? 

In  sections  26  and  30  the  members  of  this  Branch 
are  unanimously  and  strongly  of  opinion,  that  the  pro- 
fession would,  as  a  general  rule,  be  safer  under  the 
decision  of  the  Judges  of  the  County  Courts  than  under 
a^Bmglei  irresponsible,  and  often  strongly  prejudiced 
n&agigferate ;  and,  if  it  be  practicablei  would  press  this 


proposed  alteration  on  the  Council  and  framers  of  the 
bill. 

In  Section  27  I  am  to  suggest,  that  the  number  of 
registered  practitioners  to  complain  to  the  Medical 
Council,  &c.,  should  be  not  less  than  five,  it  being  felt, 
that  when  sufficient  ground  of  complaint  existed,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring  the  assent  of  that 
number  to  the  complaint,  while  at  the  same  time  it  is 
14ghly  necessary  to  guard  and  protect  individual  members 
of  the  profession  from  frivolous  of  vexations  complaint* 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Very  faithfully  yours, 
F,  H.  WOODFQB.de,  M.D.,  Hon.  Sec. 
Taunton,  February  18,  1852. 


BA.Ta  A^S^D  BRISTOL  BEANCH. 


7b  J.  P.  SAeppardy  Eeq.,  Seorekary  io  ih^  Cauncil, 

Sir, — In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in 
your  notes  of  January  22od,  Mr.  Bartrum  and  myself 
have  written  to  every  individual  member  of  the  Bath 
and  Bristol  Branch  of  the  Association,  for  an  expression 
of  their  opinion  on  the  *'  Draft  of  the  Proposed 
Medical  Reform  Bill.''  We  have  also  had  meetings 
of  the  Council  to  take  the  replies  into  consideration, 
and  after  carefully  doing  so,  in  conjunction  with  the 
bill  itself,  have  agreed  to  the  following  report  as  from 
the  Bath  and  Bristol  Branch,  viz. : — That 

In  Chiuso  11  the  word  yearly  be  struck  out. 

Clause  14. — ^They  strongly  approte  of:  as  it  proposes 
that  all  candidates  for  a  licence  to  practise  should  pass 
tlie  same  preliminary  examination. 

Clauses  18  a:rid  19. — Tliey  are  quite  of  opinion  that 
the  whole  iurplus  reeeiptB  after  payment  of  the  worldng 
expettMH  of  the  Act  ehoold  be  devoted  to  the  one 
bbj^rt— W  pr&tndeni*  ^i  i  the  n^atiofD  of  which 
must  vest  in  the  Council. 

Clause  22.-*-Doe8>  this  elaasa  exdode  British  gradu- 
ates from  registering  «s  physicians  qnless  they  beeome 
members  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  the  aountry  in 
which  they  practise,  such  physicians  having  been,  in 
practice  prior  to  the  passing  of  this  Bill  ?  Will  not  this 
make  the  degrees  of  British  Universities  a  dead  letter  ? 

Clause  26. — The  punishment  is  too  summary.  The 
party  Oifending  should  be  proceeded  against  in  the 
County  Court.  The  party  prosecuting  should  be 
deputed  by  the  Council  of  the  country  in  which  -the 
offender  resides.  The  general  tenor  of  the  law  of 
prosecution  should  be  similar  to  that  at  present  in  use 
under  the  Apothecaries'  Act. 

Clause  27. — ^The  Governing  Body  or  Counc!!  should 
have  the  power  of  expelling  disgraceful  memb^is,  but 
should  not  be  required  to  call  on  any  individual  for  his 
defence,  unless  the  ex  parte  or  primd  facie  evidence 
were  such  as  to  be  satisfiEictory  to  themselves,  and  not 
merely  because  A.  B.  and  C.  form  a  cabal,  and  think 
fit  to  denounce  any  one  who  may  be,  perhaps,  quite 
innocent  of  the  charge. 

Clauses  29  and  30. — For  one  read  two  justices,  one 
being  too  irresponsible. 
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CUuse  33.— Jlighly  approved. 

Clause  34.— Is  it  intended  to  ignore  all  degrees  in 
medicine,  prcftided  the  CoimeU  hope  a  proper  control 
over  the  varions  University  Examiners  ?  The  possessor 
of  the  degree  of  M.D.  at  any  recognised  nnireraity 
should ,  on  payment  of  a  small  fee,  be  at  once  admitted 
a  member  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  the  country 
in  which  he  may  practise,  and  be  entitled^  to  transfer 
his  name  from  the  College  of  one  coontry  to  that  of  any 
other  in  which  he  may  desire  to  practise. 

Clause  39  requires  moditicationi  unless  the  Council 
have  the  power  to  reinstate  a  member  thus  excluded, — 
Suppose  a  man  be  found  guilty  of  manslaughter,  should 
that  entirely  exclude  him  ? 

With  the  above  exceptions  and  modifications  the 
Councils  cordially  approva  of  the  aforesaid   '*  Bill  to 
Produce  Uniformity  of  Medical  Education/'  &c. 
I  remain,  my  dear  %, 

Yours  CaithfnOy, 
J.  tOLTHURST,  Hon.  See. 
11,  The  Mall,  Clifton; 

February  22,  1852.     * 
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To  J.  P.  Sheppard,  JS^q.,  Secretary  to  the  ComeU  qf 
the  Prowncial  Medical  and,  Surgical  AieociatipH. 

Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Council  of  the  Liverpool 
Medico-Ethical  Society  to  inform  you,  that  at  a  meeting 
held  on  the  1 7th  ult.,  the  following  resolution  was 
agreed  to : — 

*'  That  this  Council  desire  to  express  their  approbation 
of  the  general  tenor  of  the  '  Medical  Bill  *  proposed 
by  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association.'* 

At  the  same  meeting  a  Committee  was  appointed, 
which  reported  upon  the  BQl  yesterday,  and  offered 
aome  suggestions  for  the  consideration  of  the  framers, 
these  I  am  also  directed  to  send  you,  they  form  the 
concluding  portion  of  the  following  paper : — 

The  Committiee  appointed  to  consider  the  '*  Proposed 
Medical  Bill,"  beg  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
Council,  that  they  consider  that  the  following  aro  the 
most  important  principles  contained  therein : — 

The  repeal  of  previous  statutes,  including  part  of  the 
Apothecaries'  Act,  tlms  producing  uniformity  and 
simplicity  in  the  law. 

The  appointment  of  a  Medical .  Council,  with  power 
to  direct  uniformity  of  education  and  competent 
•examination. 

The  formation  of  a  body  of  Licentiates  in  Medicine, 
Surgery,  and  Midwifery,  independent  of  any  ex- 
isting bodies,  which  alone  will  have  a  licence  to 
practise. 

Reciprocity  of  practice  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom. 

R^tration  of  legally-qualified  practitioners. 


Ajmual  payments  for  licence  to  practise. 

The  compulsory  formation  of  a  benevolent  fund. 

The  protecting  the  registered  practitioner  by  certaiA 
legal  powers  and  privileges. 

The  punishment  of  unregistered  or  irregular  prM« 
titioners,  or  those  who  misconduct  themselves. 

They  recommend  that  a  separate  voto  of  the  Council 
should  be  taken  upon  each  of  these  principles,  and  the 
following  points  for  the  consideration  of  the  framen  of 
the  BiU  :— 

Whether  the  Council  be  elected  on  the  representative 
principle  ?  Whether,  if  so,  it  be  distinctly  stated 
how — i.e.,  whether  by  the  bodi^,or  their  executive? 

Whether,  when  the  licensing  power  be  taken  away 
from  the  Apothecaries'  Company,  it  wiU  not  be 
advisable  to  have  six  persons,  chos^by  the  licon* 
dates  themselves,  in  place  of  those  elected  by  tbe 
Society  of  Apothecaries  ? 

Whether  the  Clauses  against  quacks  and  inegolar 
practitioners  are  not  too  stringent  ? 

Whether  midwives  shall  be  exempted  irom  the  Act 
by  name  ? 

Whether  a  shorter  name  may  not  be  devised   for 
Licentiates  than  that  proposed  in  the  bill  ? 
I  remain.  Sir,  yours  &c., 

JOHN  HARRICKS, 

Secretary  to  the  Medico-Eihical  Bodetf  . 

Liverpool,  February  24,  1852. 


In  that  portion  of  our  impression  devoted  to  general 
correspondence,  (p.  127,)  will  be  found  two  other  letters 
upon  this  subject,  to  which  we  beg  to  refer  the  Members 
of  the  Association,  as  also  our  readers  'generally.  We 
have  also  reeeived  the  report  of  the  meeting  at  Leeds, 
which  is  prioted  at  page  130,  having  arrived  too  late 
for  insertion  in  its  proper  place. 

FRANCE. 

FS0C££OINGS  OVTBE  ^BXSCn   AOAOBIIUBB. 

ACADEMIB    DB    MBBECMirB. 

Distribution  of  Prises, 

The  prize  of  the  Academic  de  Medicine  for  185 i, 
value  1,500  francs  (£00),  was  awarded  to  Dr.  Richkt, 
for  the  best  essay. J*  On  White  Swellings/' 

The  Portal  Prize,  1,200  francs,  for  the  best  essay 
"  On  the  Normal  Anatomy  of  the  Liver,  and  the  Nature 
of  the  Pathological  condition  called  Fatiy  Lhfer,^ 
was  not  decreed. 

The  prizes  for  the  year  1953  are  as  follows : — 

The  Academy  Prize  of  1,000  fr.  (j^40}  will  be  given 
to  the  author  of  the  best  essay  on  the  question — **  Does 
Paraplegia  occur  independently  of  Ttfyelitis  ?  If  so,  to 
trace  its  history. '^ 

The  "  Portal  '*  Prize  of  1,000  francs  is  for  the  best 
essay  "  On  the  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Goitre." 

A  prize  of  1,500  francs  for  a  *'  History  of  Tetanus." 

A  prize  founded  by  Dr.  Capuron,  1,000  £inmcs«J[or 
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thQ  best  essay  "  On  the  Physiology  and  Pathology  of 
the  Puerperal  State." 

The  "  Itard"  Prize  of  3,000  francs  (4^120)  for  the 
best  memoir  on  some  sabject  connected  with  practfcal 
medicine.     This  will  be  awarded  in  the  present  year. 

The  '*  Aigentenil "  Prize  for  the  aathcn  of  the  most 
important  improvement  in  the  treatment  of  strictures 
of  the  urethra,  not  having  been  awarded  for  isome 
time,  in  consequence  of  want  of  merit  in  the  candir 
dates,  now  amounts  to  12,000  francs  (j^480). 

The  "Civrieux"  Pme  of  1,200  francs  has  for  its 
sabject  the  "  Pathology  of  Epilepsy." 


Tnatmmt  qf  Ummited  Fradtve  ^f  iht  VaMHa, 
Fractures  of  the  patella  sometimes  fail  in  becoming 
eonsoBdated,  but  are  nnited  by  ligamentous  tissue, 
which  is  incompetent  to  sustain  the  necessary  moye- 
snents  of  the  knee-jdltat.  A  case  of  this  kind  is 
vecordei  by  M.  Boimet  {TRe^me  Medico- Cfhirurfficaff), 
in  which  he  obtained  bony  union  by  a  peculiar  process, 
which,  together  with  section  of  the  triceps  miiscle»  is 
tlins  narrated : — 

The  subject  of  this  case  was  a  vigorous  man,  aged 
44,  who  had  been  treated  for  fracture  of  the  patella 
in  the  usual  manner,  without  inducing  consolidation. 
He  therefore  entered  the  Hotel  Dieu  of  Lyons,  under 
tlie  care  of  M.  Bonnet,  who  considered  that  some 
amelioration,  at  least,  might  be  accomplisjied  by  section 
of  the  triceps,  atid  ^fter  scarifying ,  the  ends  <>f  the 
bones,  keeping  them  in  Qontact  by  dampsy  as  snggeated 
bj  M.  Malgaigne.  ' 

Accordingly,.  M.  Bonnet  coamtnced  by  f  ubcutaaeoos 
sectioa  of  the  triceps,  a  few  lines  abovie  the  uppor 
fragment.  This  allowed  the  desoent.of  the  ft^gm^nt, 
which,  together  with  the  lower  portion  of  the  bone,  was 
scarified  by  two  other  subcutaneous  punctures  ;  and  the 
limb  was  then  placed  in  appropriate  splints,  with  the 
hflel  elevated.  For  the  first  few  days  there  was  some 
swelling  of  the  joint;  but  the  inflammation  speedily 
subsided,  and  M.  Bonnet  proceeded  to  complete  the 
operation  by  inserting  small  screws  into  each  fragment, 
and  causing  these  to  be  brought  together,  and  retained 
in  apposition  by  waxed  thread.  The  screws  are  said  to 
have  remained  forty  days  without  producing  any  other 
unpleasant  effects  than  some  hydrarthrosis.  The  result 
was  highly  satisfactory,  the  fragments  being  brought 
nearly  into  apposition,  and  the  uniting  tissue  being 
saffidently  resisting  to  allow  of  active  use  of  the  limb. 

On  the  TreatmeiU  of  Brptkemaioui  Lupus. 
By  M.  AsAN. 

M.  Aran  {Union  MAOcale,  Janv.  19,  1851,)  gives 
this  name  to  a  form  of  lupus  which  destroys  the 
snr&ce  only  of  the  integument.  Biett  called  it  "  Cen- 
trifogal  Lupus,"  because  it  spreads  in  a  circular 
manner,  invading,  in  some  cases,  the  entire  face,  and 
leaving  the  integuments  depressed  as  it  creeps  onwards. 
The  disease  is  almost  confined  to  the  face,  where  it 
commences  in  the  form  of  rod  patches  of  the  size  of  a 


shilling,  or  hirger,  and  leaving  a  cicatrix  resembling 
that  of  a  bum.  Another  form  more  common  than  the 
above  Attacks  the  end  of  the  nose,  producing  a  redness 
similar  to  that  of  a  chilblain.  After  a  time  the  skin 
becomes  thinner,  and  ulceration  occurs.  This  form  is 
most  common  in  females.  The  treatment  recommended 
by  M.  Aran  consists  in  steam  douches  to  tlie  part, 
with  laxatives  and  sudorifics.' 

[It  has  occurred  to  us  to  treat  several  of  these  cases 
successfully..  The  means  adopted  were  the  steam 
douche  twice  a- day  for  a  period  of  twenty  minutes, 
and  cod-liver  oil  internally.  We  have  never  found  any 
material  benefit  from  lotions  or  ointments,  so  commonly 
prescribed  in  these  cases.— Ed.  P.  J.] 

BraMat  Newaffia. 

M.  Nenoonrt  {Arckivin  Q^hr^e^  and  Medical  Ttmes) 
speaks  of  a  form  of  neuvalgia,  which  he  thinks  has 
excited  hfii  Uttlp.«^^ten|tiqn,.  •  Pain  is,  of  course,  a  chief 
symptom,  but  it  exists  in  very  variolas  decrees,  from 
that  which  scarcely  calls  for  attention  to  the  most 
exquisite.  In  some  cases,  too,  whatever  is  done,  it 
obstinately  continues;  bat  in  most,  in  proportion  to 
the  duration  of  the  disease,  its  severity  abates.  Although 
with  this  spontaneous  pain  there  is  usually  associated 
pain  pn  pressare,  the  latter  ^s  ■  lomeftimes  quite  absent, 
while  in  other  cases  it  may  be  so  marked  as  to  become 
a  true  dermalgia.  Pain  on  moving  the  arm  is  a  very 
constant  symptom,  even  when  the  other  two  forms  are 
absent,  the  least  movement  somethh?s  causing  such 
suffering  as  to  compel  the  patient  to  ke<^p  himself  quite 
motionless.  Sometimes  it  is  only  certain  movements 
that  a^e  painful;  apd  when  there  is  gre^it  pain  on 
movement  there  may  be  none  from  pressure.  Muscular 
paralysis  is  another  occasional  consequence  of  neuralgia, 
especially  when  the  pains  have  bce^  intense.  The 
deltoid  is  oltenest  affectedb  Each  portion  of  the 
brachial  plexus  may  be  the  se^t  of  the  nensalgia,  which 
may  thus  be  termed  cervical,  scapulo -thoracic,  or 
humoro-palmar,  according  to  which  portion  is  chiefly 
implicated.  All  may  be  so,  but  usually  a  portion  only 
is ;.  the  cervical  is  the  least,  and  the  thorac^ic  the  most 
frequent.  It  is  rare  to  find  the  pains  following  the 
direction  and  distribution  of  the  nervous  branches, 
they  being  usually  confined  to  some  limited  region,  ^ 
the  point  of  the  shoulder,  lateral  part  of  the  chest, 
elbow,  &c.  There  is  rarely  any  fever  present,  the 
pulse  being  usually  quiet.  Insomnia  is  a  marked 
symptom,  even  in  the  absence  of  severe  pain.  With 
respect  to  the  prognosis  of  the  disease,  it  may  be 
observed,  that  in  its  acute  form  it  is  often  of  no  great 
severity,  and  soon  disappears,  even  without  aid ;  but  in 
other  of  such  cases,  the  pains  are  excessive,  and  resist 
the  operations  of  remedies  wi^  obstinacy,  which,  how- 
ever, when  they  do  not  relieve  the  pain,  often  may 
prevent  the  affection  falling  into  a  chronic  condition. 
The  worst  cases  are  those  which  are  originally  chronic, 
coming  on  imperceptibly  at  first,  and  gradually  increas- 
ing in  severity  and  obstinacy.  In  several  cases  the 
disease    attacks  persons  apparentiy  quite   well,    and 
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without  any  obvious  cause.  Still,  external  agents 
exert  a  great  inflooice  in  determining  diseases  that  are 
especially  attended  with  pain,  and  tiiis  one' offers  no 
exeeption;  great  extremes  of  cold  and  heat  being 
eommon  exciting  causes  of  it. 

Treatment. — Some  of  the  cases  pursue  their  course 
in  spite  of  all  treatment,  and  yet  get  well  whatever 
xoeans  be  used,  so  that  it  is  often  difficult  to  assign  the 
share  due  to  nature  and  that  due  to  the  remedy.  In 
others,  however,  long  left  to  nature  without  improve- 
ment,  tiie  efficient  aid  of  medioiike  is  jondeniable. 
X^eching  is  very  useful  in  the  strong  aad  ptethorie,  and 
enoUient  cataplasms  are  valuable  ad^rrwats,  oria  other 
eases  substitutes.  A  plaster  of  treacle,  powdered  with 
opium  and  snirounded  by  diaebylon,  ibrms'  a^  good 
appUeation,  as  doM  a  Knittetvk  formed  of  one  ounee  of 
almond  oil  and  six  to  eight  grains  of  hydrodilorate  of 
morphia.  As  antiphlogistics  act  best  in  the  strong 
and  plethoric,  so  arfe  narcotics  best  adapted  for  delicate 
and  nervous  subjects,  failing  in  the  former  unless 
preceded  by  bleeding.  After  these  two  classes  of 
means,  revulsives  often  exert  a  decidedly  good  effect, 
and  in  particular  oases  various  remedies,  as  champooing, 
acupuncture,  electropuncture,  and  the  iodide  of  potas- 
sium, are  useful.  Sudorifics  are  not  useful  remedies, 
tbougfa  sweating  frbm  a  vapour-bath  has  proved  very 
efficacious.  , 

On'tfatarrhal  and  Lobular  Pnewnania  of  Ttiftmcy. 

The  Union  M^dkale,  Sep.  1851,  oontamed  an  article 
oa  this  sulject  by  M^  Trousseau,  who  considsia  tbat» 
although  the  di&rent  inflammationa  known  as  lobular 
pneumonia,  capillary  bronchitis,  catarrhal  pneumonia, 
&c.,  have  been  accurately  described,  practitioners  in 
general  have  but  a  very  indistinct  conception  of  their 
differences.  Simple  pneumonia  and  catarrhal  pneu- 
monia are,  M.  Trousseau  maintains,  as  distinct  as  are 
small  pox  and  erythema,  and  thb  he  proceeds  to  show  by 
(he  difference  in  the  mortality  of  each. 

In  the  six  mpnths  of  his  clinical  practice  in  the 
'Taiopital  des  Enfans  Malades,"  of  twenty  children 
attacked  by  simple  pneumonia,  not  one  died ;  while  on 
the  other  hand,  of  thirty  infants  the  subject  of  catarrhal 
pneumonia,  not  one  survived.  He  further  lays  down 
the  differential  diagnosis  of  these  diseases  as  follows : — 

Simple  Acute  Pneumonia  seldom  or  never  attacks  a 
child  under  the  age  of  two  years  ;  it  is  not  often  seen 
under  three  years,  but  it  becomes  more  common  as 
age  advances.  The  symptoms  are  much  the  same  as  in 
the  adult,  but  the  crcpitous  rdle  is  never  heard,  the 
respiration  becoming  at  once  bronchial.  The  progress 
of  the  disease  is  more  rapid  than  in  the  adult,  but  the 
mortality,  as  before  said,  is  very  small.  The  treatment 
adopted  by  M.  Trousseau  consists  in  bleeding  according 
to  the  age  and  strength  of  the  child,  followed  by  tartar 
emetic. 

Catarrhal  pneumonia  is  a  disease  of  much  greater 
severity.  It  commences  as  bronchial  catarrh,  which 
rapidly  spreads  to  the  minute  ramifications,  producing 
abundant  and  sub-crepitous  rfiles.  After  a  few  days 
consolidation  occurs,  giving  rise  to  bronchial  souffle, 


thus  evidencing  that  the  inflammation  has  reached  the 
pareqchyma  of  the  lungs.  The  febrile  excitement  is 
not  so  great  as  in  simple  pneumonia,  and  is  subject  to 
partial  remissions.  The  treatDoe&t  in  M.  Trousfleam'a 
practice  is  most  unBatisiactory,  but  he  distinctly  attri- 
butes this  to  the  aafaivoarable  conditionB  under  whiaik 
th6«  patients  are  plMod  in  the  crowded  wardi  of  iSbo 
hospital.  In  private  jpraotioe  the  disease  is  fast  low 
formidable,  and  yields  to  a  pkn  of  treaftsaent  wA 
understop^d  in  this  oountry. 
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PRACTICAL    MEDICINE. 
DilatatUm  of  (he  Common  Bile-Duct. 

A  Qase»  which  is  alaost,  if*  not  qvta^  mi^fuft,  i» 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Halliday  DoogiM^  in  wUoh  tkfr 
comniMk  bile-duet  became  dilated  to  on  euormona  ma^ 
The  patient^  aged  17»  was  a  seraiftt,  wfcp  vraa  adialtted 
with  symptoms  of  jaundice,  with  pain  on  tiie  right  ci^ 
of  tho  abdomen,  which  was  fiiU  and  tender  to  tfao 
touch.  She  stated  that  her  complaints  had  oommenaed 
thrae  years  previously,  with  frequent  paroxysms  of  paia 
in  the  right  hypochondrium. 

The  finit  oC  such  paroxysms  observed  in  the  hospital 
was  preceded  by  rigor,  and  followed  by  an;  increase  in 
the  f&inesa  of  the  right  side.  Puke  100.  Tongue  drj» 
and  constipation  obstinate.  The  pain  bated  three  daya. 
Several  other  paroxysms  occurred,  but  they  were 
greatly  diminished  in  intensity  by  blistering  and  ene- 
mata.  Eventually  the  hypochondriac  tumour  became 
so  prominent  with  fluctuationi  that  iapi^ng  was  per. 
formed  with  immediate  relief,  but  she  daily  lost  ground, 
and  died  somewhat  suddenly. 

Post-mortem  esamination.'-^Oti  opening  the  abdomeii 
a  large  fluctuating  sac  was^ found  occupying  the  whole 
right  side,  and  closely  connected  with  the  liver.  It 
contained  half  a  gallon  of  yellow  foetid  fluid,  havinf^ 
the  consistence  of  thin  syrup.  The  walls  were  dense 
and  fibrous;  the  internal  surface  had  also  a  fibrous 
appearance,  and  patches  were  seen  of  a  pearly  texture. 
In  the  upper  part  of  the  sac  the  orifices  of  the  hepatic 
and  cystic  ducts  were  dilated,  so  as  to  admit  the 
finger.  The  hepatic  duct  was  dilated  as  far  as  its 
second  and  third  dinsions.  After  a  careful  search,  an 
orifice  was  also  found  in  the  lower  end  of  the  sac, 
which  opened  into  the  continuation  of  the  common 
duct.  Tlie  fiuW  contained  crystals  of  cholestcrine. — 
Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  February,  1852. 

On  Diseaeee  qf  the  Chest  mpertfeninff  on  Accidents  and 
Operationsi-^By  Dr.  Blakiston'. 

The  object  of  the  author's  paper  is  to  point  out  a 
fact,  which  cannot  l^e  too  strongly  impressed  upoo 
surgeons,  viz., — that  most  of  the  secondary  inflamma* 
tions  with  which  they  have  to  do,  after  operations  and 
severe  ii^uries,  are  of  an  asthenic  character;  and  that 
they  are  caused  by  the  depressing  effects  of  the  acci- 
dent, combined  with,  to  no  small  extent,  in  our  belief,  / 
the  low  diet  and  regimen  to  which  routine  practice  too 
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generally  snbmits  the  patient.  The  forms  of  inflammation 
which  the  author  mentions  are, — pericarditis,  pleuritis, 
pneumonia,  and  purulent  deposits.  Speaking  of  the 
prerention  of  these  formidable  consequences^  the  author 
alludes  to  the  time  when  patients  were  prepared  for 
operations  by-preliminary  starvation  and  purging.  Misled 
then,  as  too  many  surgeons  are  in  the  present  day,  by 
the  term  "inflammation/'  the  operator  was  induced 
to  adopt  a  lowering  plan  of  treatment,  Uttie  suspecting 
that  the  majority  of  inflammatory  attacks  were  of  a 
passive  asthenic  character.  In  die  author's  opinion 
the  treatment  best  suited  to  ward  off  secondary  cheat 
afiections  is  such  as  is  calculated  to  preserve  the  health 
at  its  fun  standard ;  blood-letting  being  employed  in  a 
Tery  guarded  manner,  giving  the  preference  to  local 
over  general  depletion;  puigatives  beiag  given  so  as 
only  gently  to  move  the  bowels ;  with  well  ventilated 
apartments  and  nutritious  diet,  and  stimulants  propor- 
tioned to  the  patient's  previous  habits,  so  that  a  healthy 
blood  plasma  may  be  formed,  with  little  effort  of  the 
cUgestive  organs. 

A  modification  of  this  prophybctic  treatment  may 
be  necessary  in  accidenta  to  the  head,  %ith  the  prospect 
of  acute  meningitis,  or  in  the  case  of  acute  pfeuritis 
after  firaotured  libs ;  bfut  hers  the  author  thinks  general 
depletion  is  seldom  called  ibr,  tber^pneventive  treatment 
consisting  rather  in  the  exfaibltioii  of  mereory  and  local 
blood-ktting. 

In  the  treatment  of  these  diseases,  the  author  stated 
that  antimony  is  seldom  so  well  borne  as  in  primary 
pneumottiia;  and  that  mercury  and  opium  should  =  be 
our  ofaiflf  remedies,  with  wine  and  ammonia.  So,  too, 
in  ascoodary  pleurisy  and  perU)ardltiB.^J!Mtfeal  rUnes 
^UMi  Caj«tf«r,  Feb.  14,  1862. 

SURGERi:. 
^Rn§gime»t  of  ^pmntUofYkma, 

Mr.  Henry  Thompson  has  proposed  a  modification 
of  Lallemand's  caustic  bougie,  the  application  of  which 
ia  in  his  opinion,  uncertain  as  to  its  effects,  often  causing 
more  irritation  than  is  either  requisite  or  innocuous. 
He  suggests,  in  lieu  of  the  ^olid  caustic,  the  applica- 
tion of  solutions  of  various  strengths,  by  me^us  of  the 
instrument  which  he  thus  describes :— - 

It  consists  of  a  curved  cannula,  resembling  a  No.  9 
or  10  cannula.  Within  this  is  a  strong  stilette,  at  one 
end  of  which  is  a  well-fitted  piston,  while  the  other 
protrudes  in  the  shape  of  a  handle  from  the  outer 
extremity  of  the  cannuhi.  Immediately  below  the 
piston  is  a  piece  of  sponge  an  inch  long,  and  fitting 
the  cannula;  at  one  end  of  this  is  an  oval  bulb 
forming  the  end  of  the  cannula ;  at  the  other,  nearest 
the  piston,  is  a  metallic  plate. 

This  sponge  is  charged  with  the  solution  to  be  em- 
ployed, and  then  drawn  within  the  cannula.  The  instra-  * 
ment  is  then  introduced  as  in  the  case  of  Lallemand's 
caustic  holder,  and  when  opposite  the  membranous 
portion  of  the  urethra  the  sponge  is  again  caused  to 
protmde  and  rotated  by  a  motion  of  the  handle.  It 
ia  again  withdrawn  into  the  cannula  and  the  instrument 
IS  removed. — Lancet,  Jan.  24. 

[In  the  Medical  Times  of  February  14  th,  the 
priority  .of  claim    to    this    inyention    is    maintained 


by  Mr.  H.  Smith.  We  have  frequently  had  occasion 
to  prescribe  the  operation  by  means  of  Lallemand's 
instrumenti  and  have  never  known  any  unpleasant  con- 
sequences in  properly  qualified  hands ;  we  can,  however, 
easily  conceive  that  with  incantions  or  inexpert  opera- 
tors, Mr.  Thompson's  modification  would  be  the  safin: 
resource. — Ed.  P.  J.] 

QofiroUmy  tuctes^fuUy  Performed, 

Three  cases  of  this  formidable  operation  «re  reported 
in  the  recent  American  journals.  - 

In  the  New  Orleans  Medical  Journal  Dr.  BoliAg 
relates  a  case  of  extra-uterine  pregnaney  in  a  negieas, 
aged  29.  The  operation  was  saoeessfUlly  peitfwmed, 
and  a  seven  aaentha'  foelas  was  extracted  from  the  rigbt 
fkHepiaa  tube. 

In  a  second  case  the  foetus  was  hydrocephalic,  and 
mpUure  of  the  atema  oecuvrady  nevecthelest  the  patient 
ia  said  to  have  recovered* 

The  third  instance  was  that  of  .a  negress  in  whom 
there  was  total  occlusion  of  the  q$  uteri.  The  Ccsarian 
section  was  preferred  to  ii^ds^ig  the  cervix,  (why^  it  is 
not  said,}  and  both  mother  and  child  were  saved.— 
American  Journal  qf  Medical  Science,  Jan.,  1852. 

C^tic  Bronchocele  Cured  by  Injection  with  Iodine, 
By  John  Hilton,  F.K.S. 

The  patient  was  a  female,  aged  26,  presenting  a  large 
fluctuating  swelling  in  the  seat  of  the  thyroid  gland, 
and  extending  from  the  os  hyoides  to  the  sternum.  It 
was  tapped,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  dark  finld 
was  drawn  off,  which  was  found,  under  the  microscope, 
to  contain  granular  corpusdesf,  shrivelled  blood  discs, 
and  plates  of  cholesterine.  The  tumour  filled  again, 
and  was  again  emptied;  bat  tliis  time  Mr.  Hilton 
caused  it  to  be  injected  with  Tinct.  lodinii.,  dr.  j. ; 
Aquae,  dr.  iij. 

On  the  following  day  the  swelliag  had  much 
increased,,  and  was  hot  and  tender.  The  pulse  became 
quick,  the  skin  hot,  and  the  tongue  dry.  During  the 
succeeding  week  the  constitutional  sy^poptoms  became 
very  threatening,  and  t^e  swelling  further  increased  in 
size.  Vomiting  also  became  an  urgent  symptom.  Mr. 
Hilton  now  punctured  the  cyst  with  a  lancet,  and  let 
out  a  quantity  of  gas,  mixed  with  a  very  offensive 
sanious  and  purulent  fluid.  This  gave  great  relief;  and 
in  a  few  days  healthy  suppuration  became  established. 
This  ultimately  disappeared,  and  a  complete  subsidence 
of  the  tumour  was  the  fortunate  result. — Medical 
TimeSf  January  10,  1852. 

MIDWIFERY. 

Tuminy  as  a  Substitute  for  Craniotomy. -^By  Professor 
Simpson, 

The  Edinburgh  Professor  of  Midwifery  has  made  hia 
opinions  familiar  to  our  readers  by  a  series  of  valuable 
papers  which  appeared  in  this  journal,  (1847 — 48) ;  the 
subject  is  continued  in  the  Monthly  Journal  qf  Medical 
Science  by  some  further  observations,  the  pith  of  whidi 
may  be  thus  recapitulated: — 

1.  Turning  substitutes  delivery  by  the  hand  for  the 
use  of  formidable  instruments. 

2.  The  transit  of  the  cone-shaped  head  of  the  child 
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,  throDgh  a  narrow  brim  is  fieu;Qitated  by  the  narrow  end 

.  of  the  cone  (the  bimastoid  diameter)  being  made  first 

to  enter  the  strait;  and  the  hold  obtained  on  the  body 

of  the  child  enables  the  engaged  foetal  head  to  be 

effectually  compressedi  so  as  to  allow  of  its  passage. 

3.  When  the  child  is  brought  down  footling,  we  have 
more  power  to  adjust  the  shape  of  the  head  to  the 
brim,  than  when  the  spherical  arch  of  the  craolum 
presents. 

A,  7he  lateral  and  temporary  compression  of  the 
feetal  head  in  the  con|xacted ,  brim  which  is  produced 
daring  the  operation  of  turning,  is  less  dangerous  to  life 
than  its  oblique  or  longitudinal  compression  with  the 
long  forceps,  or  by  the  long  impaction  of  the  head  itself. 

5.  In  cases  of  still  greater  deformity,  a  .degree  of 
presBure,  causing  indentation  of  the  cranium,  if  transient, 
is  not  necessarily  destructive  of  life.  Perforation  of  the 
bead  necessarily  is  so. 

6.  On  these  accounts  turning  offers  a  fair  ch^ce  of 
life  to  the  infant,  while  craniotomy  affords  none. 

7.  The  operation  of  turning  will  also,  Dr.  Simpson 
believes,  be  found  more  safe  to  the  mother  than  crani- 
otomy. In  every  i^tance  the  latter  is  necessarily  fatal 
to  the  infant,  but  in  a  Inrge  proportion  of  oaaes  tJiao.  it 
is  fatal  to  the  mother.  Dr.  Churchill's  statistics  give 
1  death  in  5  cases  to  the  mother,  while  in  version  cases, 
even  of  a  complicated  nature,  the  deaths  are  bat  1 
in  15  or  16.  It  also  affords  this  great  source  of  safety 
to  the  mother,  that  turning  would  be  adopted  earlier  in 
labour  than  craniotomy,  and  it  is  capable  of  demon- 
stration that  the  maternal  mortality  is  in  direct  ratio  to 
the  duration  of  labour.-^ilfe^fA/y  Jourfuti  of  Mtdicat 
Science,  February,  1852. 
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7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Swgieal 
Joumdt, 
Sir, — In  reference  to  the  interesting  <|Qe8tion, 
inserted  in  your  journal  by  Mr.  Gal),  of  Ripley, — 
Whether  the  use  of  iodine  really  produces  wasting  of 
the  mammae  and  testes,  I  beg  to  remark  tlmt  I  have 
prescribed  the  use  of  iodine,  both  internally  and 
externally,  in  several  ceses  of  bronchocele,  all  of  them 
in  females ;  and  that  in  four  of  these  cases  the  internal 
administration  of  the  remedy  was  carried  to  the  extent 
of  producing  decided  emaciation  of  the  body  generally. 
In  these  cases  the  breasts  participated  in  the  general 
wasting  of  the  system :  but  their  true  glandular  struc- 
ture remained  unaffected.  On  suspending  the  remedy 
the  patients  regained  their  plumpness,  and  the  breasts 
recovered  their  former  size.  I  can  easily  imagine  that 
in  these  cases  the  mistake  might  have  been  made  of 
supposing  that  there  was  wasting  of  the  mammary 
glands,  attributable  to  the  use  of  iodine;  but  it  was 
evident  that  the  wasting  of  the  mammae  was  apparent 
only,  from  the  absorptioti  of  some  of  the  adipose 
tissue  entering-  into  their  structure,  and  not  really  a 
foagting  qf  the  organe/rom  abtorptUm  of  the  glandular 


etructure.  This  was  my  conviction  from  careful 
examinations,  made  in  reference  to  the  question  at  issue ; 
and  I  have  ever  since  entertained  a  suspicion  of  the 
correctness  of  the  statement  that  iodine  will  cause 
wasting  of  the  mammae  and  testes,  which  appears  to 
hav^  obtained  credence  by  most  writers  on  materia 
medica  and  therapeutics.  As  far  as  the  mammae  are 
concerned,  the  .error  may  readily  be  accounted  for  by 
the  apparent  emaciation  referred  to.  It  is,  perhaps, 
not  so  easy  to  account  for  the  similar  statement  in 
regard  to  the  testes,  if  it  should  be  ascertained  that 
these  organs  are  really  unaffected  by  the  continued  use 
of  iodine,  since  they  are  not  surrounded  by  adipose 
tissue,  as  are  the  mammary  glands,  and,  therefore, 
could  not  be  subjected  to  any  apparent  diminution  of 
size  in  general  emaciation  of  the  system.  All  the  cases 
of  bronchocele  under  my  treatment  have  been  in  the 
female  i  and  1  have  aot  used  iodine  for  any  disease  in 
the  male  to  such  an  extent  as  to  produce  any  wasting  of 
the  body,  so  .that  its  effects  upon  the  testes  must  be 
decided  by  the  experience  of  other  practitioners. 
Before  leaving  the  subject,  I  would  just  remark  that  T 
have  generally  found  the  bronchocele  reduced  by  the 
moderate  internal  and  external  use  of  iodine,  without 
the  ^necessity  of  pushing  it  to  the  extent  of  causing 
wasting  of  the  body.  Of  the  four  cases  referred  to, 
two  yielded  to  the  remedy,  but  the  other  two  were 
unaffected  by  the  medicine,  after  persevering  with  it  to 
^he  utmost  limit  of  safety. 

Th»  Recipeocal   l4rFi.u«N0B  OF.  Pregnancy  and 
Pulmonary  Phthisis. 


The  opinion  is  generally  entertained  that  j 
temporarily  arreste  the  progreet  of  phthteis,  whicA^ 
after  delivery,  then  proceeds  more  rapidly  to  its  termina^ 
tion ;  but  according  to  Dr.  QrisoUe  (Archives  GMrale9 
de  M/decine,  and  quoted  in  the  periscope  of  the  British 
and  Foreigt!^  Medieo^Chimrgieal  Remew,  July,  1850,) 
this  opiniop  b  founded  vpon  insufficient  data ;  and  he 
arrives  at  an  opposite  one  from  the  consideration  of 
twesty^seven  cases,  seventeen  of  which  were  under  his 
own  observation,  and  ten  communioated  to  him  by 
M.  Louis. 

It  would  appear  that  the  number  of  cases  adduced 
by  Dr.  GrisoUe  is  too  limited  to  decide  this  interesting 
question  ;  and  ^bat  the  subject  may  with  advantage  be 
investigated  on  a  large  scale,  and  set  at  rest  by  the 
combined  efforts  of  the  memjbeis  of  this  Association* 
If  every  member  who  may  have  taken  notes  of  these 
cases  will  forward  them  to  the  Journal,  and  if  each 
member  will  take  special  notice  of  the  subject  during 
the  ensuing  twelve  months,  particularly  in  reference  to 
the  subjoined  questions,  and  will  kindly  forward  the 
particulars  to  the  Journal^  I  shall  be  happy  to  take 
charge  of  the  subject,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to 
collec!:  and  put  into  shape  the  facts  communicated,  with 
the  view  of  permanently  settling  this  doubted  point  of 
pathology. 

Where  it  is  practicable,  it  will  be  better  to  record  the 
following  facts;  but  should  the  questions  be  too 
numerous  to  be  answered  as  a  whole,  I  would  urge 
upozTthe  members  of  the  Association  to  answer  those 
directly  bearing  upon  th6  ii^lMnce  qf  pregnancy  on  tk€ 
-rof.'^^""'  r-^urfv-nvfirt/  cnnsun^tum,  and  to  leave  the  reet.' 
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1.  When  did  the  signa  of  phthisis  first  appear ; — ^before 
or  daring  the  period  of  pregnancy  ? 

2.  Was  hsemoptysis  a  symptom  ? 

3.  In  how  many  months  after  the  first  appearance  of 
the  symptoms,  and  at  what  period  after  delivery,  did 
death  occur  ? 

4.*^  Has  abortion  (and  at  what  period)  occarred 
during  the  progress  of  phthisis;  and  has  the  patient 
died  in  any  case  before  the  fall  period  of  pregnancy? 

5.  Has  labour  been  difficult  in  any  case  daring  the 
jnogresa  of  phthisis ;  and  was  the  child  vigorous  and 
fnll-sized? 

6.  Was  the  secretion  of  milk  in  due  quantity  ;  and 
when  did  it  diminish  or  cease  ? 

7.  What  was  the  effect  of  suckling — 1st,  upon  the 
mother  ;  2nU,  upon  the  child  ? 

8.  In  pott-moriem  examinations  were  tubercles 
observed  in  the  lungs  of  the  child  ? 

9.  Where  the  auscultatory  signs  have  been  traced, 
what  has  been  their  progress  during  pregnancy  ? 

10.  Has  any  case  occurred  in  which  unequivocal  signs 
tff  phikUia  emitted  at  the  'period  qf  conception,  and  in 
which  the  symptoms  have  been  decidedly  kepi  in  check 
durinff  the  entire  period  qf  pregnancy,  manffe^ing 
themselves  immediately  afler  parturition,  and  going  on 
munterruptedly  to  a  fatal  termination  ? 

Any  other  particulars  not  mentioned  in  these  qttes- 
tioiifl  will  be  gladly  received. 

I  am,  Sir,  ]|our  obedient  Servant, 

'  T.HEltBERt  BARKER,  M.D. 
Bedford,  February  17, 1852. 
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7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Prtrnndal  Medieait 
Jknanud, 


8myieal 


and  ally  us  to  a  class  of  our  profession  who  are  an 
honour  to  England,  and  whose  skill'  and  honourable 
bearing,  whose  benevolence  to  the  poor  in  their'private 
practice,  and  whose  expenditure  of  time  and  trouble  ia 
public  charities,  is  unequalled  by  any  other  body  of 
men  in  England,  or,  I  believe,  the  world. 

An  Act  of  Parliament  that  provides  for  the  expulsion 
firom  our  body  of  men  who  have  forfeited  their  character, 
that  by  frequent  registration  shows  who  do  belong  to 
us,  and  that  provides  an  easy  way  of  punishing  those 
who  practise  without  a  qualificatibn,  and,  lastly,  that 
gives  an  examination  not  more  di£Sc\ilt  but  more  prac- 
tical, must  reuse  the  profession ;  tod  we  ought,  in  the 
spirit  of  its  proposers,  to  consider  whether,  by  the 
alteration  of  any  parts,  it  can  be  made  more  effectually 
to  answer  objects  all  have  in  view.  Allow  me  to  urge 
for  these  reasons  a  sacrifice  of  pet  schemes  and  theories,, 
and  an  unanimous  approval  of  the  chief  features  of  tiie 
"New  Medical  Bin." 

I  remidn,  Sir, 
•  Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALEX.  H.  PATERSON. 

AUxindunn,  B^bnutfy  I8>.  18d2w 


Snt,<^In  answer  to  your  repeatlsd  requeMs  for  tedt" 
vidtal  expressions  of  bpiuion'  respectiiig  the'  "New 
Medical  Reform  Bil),^'  I  give  you  mine,  indivlduaiiy 
animportant  enough,  but  worthy  of  publication^  if  they 
express,  as  I  believe  they  do,  the  feelings  of  a  very 
Uunge  body  of  medical  men.  I  am  sorry  to  see  divisions 
and  discussions  on  minor  matters,  or  assertions  thai  the 
new  Act  "will  lower  the  proffession." 

What  is  the  present  standard  of  professional  character, 
that  such  fears  are  entertained  of  its  being  lowered  ? 
Axe  there  not  name^  on  the  list  of  the  College  of 
Sargeons  who  advertise,  who  homoeopathise,  who  will 
Iswn  and  lie  to  gain  a  patient;  or  bladren  the  character 
of  a  professional  brother.  Are  there  not  men  whose 
Ignorance  is  notorious,  who  have  'spent  their  years 
in  idleness  and  drunkenness,  yet  who>  aft^r  a  careful 
grind,  struggle  through  College  and  Hall;  and  are  not 
the  town  and  country  crowded  with  a  Urge  and  in- 
creasing class  of  irregular  practitioners,  who,  having 
fiuledto  passl;heir  ezammations,  or  even  having  only 
acquired  a  smattering  of  medical'  knowledge,  from 
epending  a  few  years  behind  a  druggist's  counter,  deal 
with  the  lives  of  their  fdloir^creatnres  as  ignorant 
vtoprincipled  adventurers  may  be  supposed  to  do.  We 
vnattf  Sir,  a  law  ttiat  will  aeparate  us  ftom  all  these, 


7b  the  Editors  qfthe  Pmtincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal, 

GmtThvuw^i — I  am  4erorous  of  offering  my  wannest 
thankt  to  the  framers  of  the  Medical  Bill,  for  the 
zoal  an^  ju4gip«»t  displayed  by  t)Jem,  and  in  addition 
to  the  gratitude  of  the  profession,  which  is  eminently 
due  to  them  for  the  service  they  have  rendered,  I  trust 
they  may  he  forther  rewarded  by  the  measure  quickly 
passing  into  a  law. 

I  would  submit  the  desirability'  df  increasing  the 
admisssion  fee  to  practise  to  above  £10.  None  of 
our  .medical  porporations  are  wealthy  In  a  pecuniary 
view,  although,  the  fee  in  some  of  them  is  higher  than 
this,  and  I  doubt  very  much  whether'  all  the  good 
objects  contemplated  in  the  bill  could  be  effected  without 
a  larger  fund  than  cddldthas  be  raised. 

I  strongly  approve  of  the  annual  renewal  of  the  cer- 
tificate aod  of  the  appropriation  and  amount  of  the  fee 
by  which  the  certificate  is  to  be  obtained. 

The  strictest  possible  penal  measures  should  be 
adopted  to  prevent  thoae  from  practising  who  have  not 
obtained  the  licence  to  practise..  It  is  not  a  proper 
argument  against  this  that  the  Apothecaries'  Company 
have  failed  in  this  object.  Their  law  proceedings  have 
hitherto  been  expensive,  unwieldly,  aad  of  doubtful 
success,  while  the  fine  has  been  much  too  large.  More  • 
over,  the  Company  have  brought  disfavour  on  such 
efforts  bygenerally  selecting  fcr  their  victims  those  who, 
although  not  possessing  their  licence,  have  in  many 
cases  received  a  regular  professional  education,  while 
they  have  permitted  tho  uneducated  quacks  and  drug- 
gists to  realize  fortunes  unmolested.  The  fine  should 
be  under  £5,  and  the  delinquent  should  be  summoned 
before  a  magistrate  by  any  informer,  and  summarily 
convicted.  If  this  could  not  be  carried  out,  the  least 
thatttay  be  done  ia  to  fine  any  unlicensed  person  who 
visits  and  prescribes  for  a  patient,  while  no  debt  con- 
I  trActed  hoi  such  manner  should  be  recoverable  at  law. 
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TruBting  the  profession  maj  be  ananimous  in  the 
support  of  a  bill  so  g^reatly  calculated  to  forward  their 
interests  and  mcrease  their  political  and  professional 

9tatU8, 

I  remaini  Gentlemen, 

Very  obedlantlj  yours, 

PHILOli: 


ON  TBB 

VARIETIES  OP  CRANIAL  PRESENTATION. 

7b  the  Ediiort  of  the  Provincial  Medicai  and  Surgical 
Journal.^ 

Gbntlbmbn, — In  my  paper  which  appeared  in  the 

last  number  of  the  Journal^  I  quoted  some  statistics  of 

Dr.  Simpson's  m  reference  to  the  relative  frequency  of 

the  different    cranial  presentations.     These  statistics 

were  taken  from  a  review  of  Dr.  Miller's  book  "  On 

Midwifery,"  in  the  JBHAM  and  Fifrci^ Mcdieo^CMrw^ 

ffieal  Review.    Dr.  Simpson  has  since  written  to  me 

on  the  subject,  and  has  sent  me  a  copy  of  the  origimil 

pamphlet,  from  which  the  statistics  mentioned  in  the 

revi^  were  taken.    From*  this  it  appears  that  there  has 

been  some  unaccountable  error  in  the  figures  quoted  In 

the  Recife,     Thus  it  has  been  stated  that  the  whole 

number  of  Dr.  Simpson's  cases  was  66frin8tead  of  335 ; 

also  that  there  were  256  cases  belonging  to  the  second 

presentation  instead  of  the  first,  and  76  cases  belonging 

to  the  fourth  instead  of  to  the  third ;  so  that  the  results 

of  Dr.  Simpson's  statistics  corroborate  those  of  the 

German  accoucheurs  instead    of  contradicting    them* 

When  I  wrote  my  paper  I  had  not  seen  these  lectujces 

of  Dr.  Simpson's,  in  consequence  of  their  having  been 

published  some  years  ago,  in  the  Northern  Journal  qf 

Medicine,  (which  has  since  ceased  to  exist,;  and  I  was 

thus  led  into  the  error  which  Dr.  Simpson  has  kindly 

furnished  me  the  means  of  correcting. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  G.  SWAYNE. 
12,  York  Place,  CHfton, 

February  25, 1852. 


To  the  Editor  t^  the  Propineial  Medical  and  Surffical 
Journal, 

Sin, — ^Allow  me  to  reply  to  Dr.  Swayne's  article 
"  On  the  Varieties  of  Cranial  Presentation,"  as  he 
therdn  cites  Dr.  Simpson  as  an  authority  which  wUl 
support  his  own  views. 

That  he  is  in  error  will  be  at  once  apparent  from 
the  subjomed  table,  in  which  are  given  Dr.  Swayne's 
statistics,  (from  his  article,)  and  those  of  Dr. 
Simpson,  as  first  published  in  the  Northern  Journal  of 
Medicine,  April,  1846,  which  have  recently  appeared 
in  "  Churchiirs  Manual,"  1850,  p.  165. 

Sioayne.  Simpson, 

lit  pocition  347  ia  286  or  88J  per  cent.     3S6  in  8S6  or  76.     percent 

Sad       »  SSln»for  9.7        „  ll&335or  0.29 

Srd        »  SiaSSSor   LO        , 

4tk       „        j       SUSSSor  9J       , 

I  have,  moreover,  Dr.  Simpson's  aathority  for  stating, 
hat  his  experience  up  to  the  present  time  accords  with 
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ithe  above,  as  to  the  great  preponderance  (99  in  100)  of 
the  first  and  third  positions ;  that  the  second  and  Oiurdi 
rarely,  if  ever,  occur,  unless  the  head  of  the  diild  %e 
unusually  small,  or  the  pelvis  of  the  motiier  unusually 
large,  or  some  other  abnormal  condition  be  present,— 
e.  ^.,  the  passage  of  the  feetum  into  the  pdvia  on  ^h 
right  side. 

On  further  comparison  of  Dr.  Swayne*s  letter  with 
the  article  above  referred  to,  I  find  Uiat  Dr.  Sunpson 
agrees  with  Naegele  on  the  frequency  of  rotation  of  dM 
head  of  the  foetus  in  occipito-posterior  positions  ratiieK 
than  with  Dr.  Swayne.  In  the  seventy-six  cases  of  4e 
third  position,  rotation  was  observed  in  seventy-four; 
Naegeld  observed  it  m  ninety-three  out  of  ninety-aiz 
cases. 

We  eannot,  therefore,  admit  Dr.  Swayne's  conclnrfon, 
*'that  the  difficulties  which  are  said  to  attend  sock 
(oecipito-posterior)  positions  are  more  theoretical  tSiaa 
practical ;"  nor  bis  explanation  that  they  are  bdiered 
in,  *'firom  making  comparisons  of  dried  pdves  and 
crania."  Prom  such  a  mode  of  study  we  may  indetfd 
assume,  that  a  head  wHl  pass  where  it  is  difficult  and 
often  impossible,  as  from  the  fourth  position.  Or,  agaloy 
may  be  likely  to  agree  with  Dr.  Swayne,  that  "  the 
seOotid  presentation  (position)  is  in  every  way  similar  to 
the  first."  But  there  is  little  danger  of  practical  efnt 
in  condudmg  that  the  same  difficulties  which  oppose 
the  ready  passage  of  the  dry  head  through  the  dry 
pelvis,  exist  in  the  recent  pelvis  where  the  bones  are 
covered,  and  other  organs  in  situ.  We  shall  allow  very 
little  for  **  the  wry  great  alteration  which  may  take 
place  in  the  shape  of  a  child's  head  during  labour*"  if 
we  rely  on  the  experiments  of  Baudelocque,  who  found 
that  compression  of  the  head  of  a  foetus  to  an  extent 
greater  than  four  lines  produced  fracture  of  the  cranium^ 
and  that  the  force  required  was  sufficient  to  bend  a 
strong  pair  of  forceps. 

Dr.  Swayne's  method  of  diagnosis  seems  very  simple. 
If  others  can  confirm  his  observations  in  practice,  (I 
have  not  at  present  the  opportunity.)  a  notice  to  tliat 
efTect  in  your  jommal  would  be  valuable  and  a  jl«it 
s«kao#Mgement  to  Dr.  S.,  meanwhile  the  modetf  pM- 
posed  by  Dr.  Simpson — the  movements  of  the  foBtaa^ 
the  sounds  of  the  festal  heart,  the  tactile  examioatiaik  of 
the  child's  head— being  independent,  may  be  nsef^  «i 
a  teat. 

Your  obedient  Ser^wit, 

WILLIAM  OGLE. 

StatoKof  ] 

Edinburgh,  150,  George  Street, 
February  25,  1852. 


MR,  HUGHES  AND  MR.  NOBLE. 

To  the  Editor  ^  the  Provineial  Medical  and  Swgioai 
Jommal. 
Su,~In  yonr  publication  of  last  week  I  find  the  ime 
lengthy  oomspondenoe  as  appeared  in  the  Lanoei  aad 
Medical  Times  and-  Gazette,  in  which  I  am  cowiemelg 
described  as  a  person  notoriously  disqualified.  ThelMa 
are  these  :»I  attended  Mrs.  O.  C.  in  her  confinement ; 
all  went  on  weH  for  seven  days,  when  she  was  sndderiy 
attacked  with  symptoms  of  puerperal  mania.  A  uci- 
senger  was  despatched  to  me  in  great  haste,  bat  did  not 
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arrive  or  deliTer  the  message.  Mr.  O.  C,  tired  of 
VBiting,  consulted  Mr.  MeG.,  a  chemist  and  druggist, 
(Bfr.  Noble's  Poor-law  TaccanatDr,)  hence  Mr.  N's.  visit, 
but  I  arrived  at  the  house  soon  after  Mr.  Noble's 
departure.  I  beg  to  state  that  the  ease  never  was 
Mr.  N.'s«  fbnt  indurectly.)  Being  of  opinion  that  the 
Otoe' was  of  a  more  serious  nature  than  what  Mr.  Noble 
lepresented  it  to  he,  I  advised  Mr.  Windsor  to  be  sent 
for,  when  her  attendants  sent  for  him,  he  not  being 
wMNbp^  of  Mr.  Noble  having  visited  her  previously. 

Bofpecting  my  own  qualificaiioDS,  I  would  just  add, 
Hiat  I  have  served  a  regular  apprenticeship  to  the 
piofiwsion,  and  completed  the  full  course  of  lectures 
iwprfred  by  the  College  of  Surgems,  and  I  intend 
ppoaanting  myself  for  examJaation  as  soon  as  my  cir- 
amitfaooeswillaUdws^JtDdoso,  Th^  MedicalTmet 
fltatest  that  all  persoDfl  pmctning'  as  aj^oth<)carie»  without 
the  ApotheoMies*  license  are  irregular  pmctitieiiers.  I 
am  fidly.conviiwed  that  Mr.  Nobto  i&  in  the  habit  of 
meeting  persons  in  consultation  who  have  no  Jieg»l 
medical  qualifications. 

I  tm,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

WILUAM  HUGHES. 
10,  Okalham  Street,  PiocadOly,  Manchester. 
JaMarydO,  1952. 


JMml  Mtlii^mt 


MEDICAL  BENEVOLENT    FUNJ>. 

We  are  requested  by  Mr.  Newnham  to  insert  the 
.fiollowing  remarks  on  the  Benevolent  Fund  and  notice 
of  the  forthcoming  dinner  of  this  charity  : — 

Ibm  fund  is  truly  catholic  in  ijbs  nature,  its  operation 
extending  to  the  entire  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and 
lequiring  only  that  the  recipients  of  its  bounty  be 
TCgidarly  educated  medical  men  or  their  famEies,  and 
Hiat  they  be  in  distress,  and  of  good,  moral  character. 

It  is  not  a  provident  society,  in  which  a  certain 
ambscription  constitutes  a  member,  and  membership 
giTes  a  chum  for  relief;  but  it  ,is  purely  a  charitable 
institution,  and  extends  its  aid  to  every  authenticated 
case  of  misery.  It  is  the  only  society  in  the  kingdom 
fiir  thetMfiM«2ia/tf  relief  of  the  temporary  embarrassment 
of  medical  men,  or  for  (hose  frequent  emergencies  to 
vfaich  humanity  must  ever  be  liable,  in  spite  of  the 
utmost  providence  and  foresight.  Its  benefits  are  con- 
ferred not  simply  on  medical  men  themselves,  but  on 
tiieir  widows  and  orphans.  The  ct/ed  widows,  too,  are 
not  forgotten,  and  annuities  are  granted  to  these,  as 
dvouoiBtanees  admit,  out  of  the  income  arising  from 
the  donation  or  accumulating  fund ;  and  in  this  way, 
wlierever,  from  straitened  drcumstances,  there  is  embar- 
FBSsment — wherever  sickness  has  deprived  a  family  of 
the  means  of  their  support — wherever  death  has  left  a 
Leasehold  in  a  state  of  destitution  and  helplessness, 
oftentimes  in  a  state  of  starvation — wherever  the  sting 
of  misery  is  to  be  assuaged,  or  the  feeble  efforts  of 
penury  are  to  be  encouraged  or  sustained — ^and,  finally, 
wherever  the  bed  of  death  is  to  be  softened,  and  the 
laBt  hours  of  life  are  to  be  irradiated  by  the  bright  ray 


of  charity,  there  is  the  peculiar  sphere  of  operation  of 
the  Medical  Benevolent  Fund. 


London,  46,  Princes  Street,  Soho. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 
the  Right  Honounble  the  Eari  of  Cariisle  has  consented 
to  preside  at  the  dinner  in  behalf  of  the  Medical 
Benevolent  Fund,  to  be  held  at  the  London  Tavern,  on 
Thursday,  the  20th  of  May,  1852.  The  Committee 
will  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  will  become  a  steward  on 
that  occasion.  The  expense  is  limited  to  a  guinea,  the 
price  of  a  ticket. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  very  faithfully, 

W^  NEWNHAM, 

Treasiiier  and  liauMaj  SCcretAry  of  the  Vnlkd. 

P.S.   The  Treasurer  requests  that  each  individual 

aubscriber  will  consider  the  above  invitation  as  sent  to 

himself,  end  will  be  obliged,  by  a  communication  stating 

if  it  be  the  intention  of  the  aubscriber  to  honor  the 

dinaer  with  his  presence;  or,  if  without  such  intention, 

hf  WMld  like  to  take  a  dymor  tiek^t  in  aid  of  the 

charity. 

W.  Newnham. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Joseph  Toynbee,  Esq.,  has  been  elected  Consulting 
Aural  Surgeon  to  the  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 
Tt  is,  we  believe,  the  largest  establishment  of  the  kind 
in  the  worid.  This  is  the  first  time  that  any  surgeon 
has  been  appointed  especially  to  examine  the  children 
in  reference  to  their  deaf-dumbness,  and,  we  doubt 
not,  that  much  good  to  the  profession  will  result  from 
this  appointment. 

Dr.  Shaw,  of  the  Bombay  Medical  Service,  has  been 
appointed  Deputy  Assay-Master  at  Madras. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SUROEONS. 

The  examination  of  candidates  for  FeUowships,  in 
dassics,  mathematics,  and  French,  will  be  held  in  the 
first  week  in  March,  and  the  professional  examination 
for  Fellowships  in  the  first  week  in  April,  The  follow- 
ing will  be  the  subjects  of  examination  :— In  Classics — 
^ther  of  the  following  Greek  and  Iiatin  authors- 
Herodotus,  book  3 ;  the  Iliad,  book  6 ;  VirgU's  ^neid, 
book  8;  and  Livy,  In  Mathematics  —  arithmetic, 
algebra,  as  far  as  to  indude  the  doctrine  of  proportions 
and  simple  equations,  with  one  or  two  unknown 
quantities ;  Euclid,  books  1,  2,  and  3  ;  hydrostatics, 
acoustics,  and  optics.  In  French — translations  into 
English  of  passages  firom  one  of  the  French  classical 
writers. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
Thursday,  February  12 ;— William  Maxwell  Burham, 
Wath-upon-Deame ;  John  Kent  Spender,  Bath ; 
James  Strange  Biggs,  Devizes,  Wilts. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  also  admitted  members' 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


on  Thursday,  Febraary  19: — Thomas  John  Eames 
Brown,  Dorchester,  Dorset ;  George  Samuel  Rhodes, 
Dewsbnry,  Yorkshire. 


NAVAL    PROMOTION. 

In  consequence  of  the  snccessful  storming  of  Lagos, 
Mr.  Frederick  Foster  Morgan^  assistant-surgeon,  has 
•been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  surgeon.  All  the 
medical  officers  of  the  8qaadix)n  were  highly  commended 
in  tile  despatch  received  from  Commodore  Bruce. 


OBITUARY. 

Dec.  11th,  at  the  Indian  Valley  House,  near  Auburn, 
of  bilious  fever,  W.  T.  Benedict,  M.D.,  formerly  of 
New  York  city,  U.S. 

Dec.  13th,  in  San  Francisco,  Richard  R.  Davis>  M.D., 
recently  from  Syracuse,  N.Y.,  U.S. 

Feb.  11th,  Charles  Packer,  Esq.,  surgeon,  of  Pitfield 
Street,  Hoxton,  aged  44. 

Feb.  6th,  at  4,  Broadway,  Westminster,  Charf««  K 
Pftinter,  Esq.,  surgeon. 

Feb.  12th,  at  Edmburgh,  Thomas  Hogg,  Esq., 
formerly  surgeon  to  the  76th  regiment. 

•Feb.  27th,  at  Malvern,  aged  56,  Herbert  Cole,  Esq., 
Hoose-Surgeon  to  the  General  Infirmary,  Worcester. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED  FOR  KEVIEW. 

On  the  Natural  History,  Physiological  Action,  and 
Therapeutical  Uses  of  Colchicum  Autumnale,  &c  Br 
Dr.  Madagan.    Edinburgh.     1852.    pp.  66. 

Half-Yearly  Abstract  of  the  Medical  Sciences.  July 
to  December.  1851.  Edited  by  W.  H.  Ranking,  M.D., 
Cantab.     London :  John  ChurchilU    8vo. 

The  Retrospect  of  Medicine.  Edited  by  W.  Braith- 
waite,  Esq.  July  to  December,  1851.  London: 
Simpkm  and  Marshall.     8vo. 

Medidna  Mechanica ;  or,  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Active  and  Passive  Exercises  and  Manipulations.  By 
John  A.  F.  Blondell,  M.D.  London :  Churchill,  1852L 
8vo,  pp.  292. 

The  Descriptive  and  Surgical  Anatomy  of  the  Arteries, 
and  Rektive  Anatomy  of  the  Veins  and  Nerves  of  tho 
Human  Body.  By  Joseph  Henry  Corbett,  MiD. 
London:  Taylor,  Walton,  and  Maberly,  1852.  *  12wb, 
pp.  355 

On  Rupture  of  the  Perineum.  By  Isaac  Baker 
Brown,  F.R.C.S.  London:  John  Churchill.  Pamphlet. 
1852. 


YOEKSHIEE    BEANCH. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  "SURGICAL 

ASSOCIATION. 

South  Western  BnANCHt 

•  A  special  meeting  of  the  South- Western  Branch  of 
the  Association,  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  the  10th 
instant,  at  the  Exeter  Dispensary,  to  consider  and  dis- 
cuss the  "  Draft  Bill  Tor  Medical  Reform,  "  published 
in  the  Journal  ot  the  21st  of  January  last.  The  ofaahr 
will  be  taken  precisely  at  one  o'clock,  p.m. 

W.  D.  KINGI>ON,  M.D.,  Secretary. 
Exeter,  February  28,  1852. 


A  SPECIAL  meeting  of  the  Yorkshihb  Branch  or 
THE  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Asso- 
ciation, was  held  at  the  Philosophical  Hall,  Leeds, 
on  February  26th,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  tho 
"  Draft  of  a  BUI  for  Medical  Reform."  Present— Dr. 
Branson,  of  Sheffield,  the  President,  in  the  chmr ;  Dr. 
Chadwick,  of  Leeds;  W.  Hey,  Esq.,  Leeds;  Caldi 
Williams,  Esq.,  York;  H.  Jackson,  Esq.,  Sheffield; 
J.  P.  Garlick,  Esq.,  Leeds;  William  Price,  Eaq.^ 
Leeds ;  S.  Hey,  Esq.,  Leeds ;  Thos.  Nunneley,  Esq., 
Leeds;  J.  Crosby,  Esq.,  Great  Ousebum;  J.  I.  IkiOf 
Esq.,  Leeds;  J.  EUerton,  Esq..  Aberford;  William 
Matterson,  jun.,  Esq.,  York,  Secretary. 

After  some  interesting  remarks  from  the  Chaiimaiii 
the  following  resolution,  proposed  by  W.  Hbt,  Eaq., 
and  seconded  by  Dr.  Chadwick,  was  carried  unani- 
mously : — 

"  That  this  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire  Branch  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  after  care- 
fully ooDsideriBg  the  Dnit  of  (he  Bill  presented  te 
them  by  the  Worcester  Cou^L  is  of  opinion  that  sadi 
Bill  represents  the  general  pnnciples  previously  enter- 
tained and  constantly  advocated  by  the- parent  Associs- 
tion ;  but  in  order  to  secure  for  it  the  general  support 
of  the  profession,  several  modifications  in  its  detaili 
will  have  to  be  effected." 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  several 
clauses  of  the  Bill,  and  the  following  modificatkuis 
were  (proposed  and  adopted,  as  suggestions  for  the  coa- 
sidflration  of  the  Central  CdUncil  :^ 

Clauae  3.— That  after  the  appointment  of  the  om. 
members  by  the  Apothecaries'  Company,  the  succeed- 
ing  appointments  to  fill  up  these  vacancies  as  they 
arise  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  ^Home 
Secretary. 

Clause  9. — ^That  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  memben 
of  the  several  Councils  such  reasonable  ezpensea 
incurred  by  the  said  members  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties  under  this  Act  as  shall  from  time  to  time 
be  allowed  by  the  said  several  Councils. 
•  Clauses  11  and  12. — ^That  three  months  instead  of 
oue  month  be  adopted.  < 

Clause  17.-~That  there  be  a  fee,  but  that  *'  20s."  be 
omitted. 

Clause  18. — ^That  so  much  of  the  clause  as  foUowa 
the  word  **  direct"  be  omitted;  and  tl^at  a  portion  of 
clause  19  be  appended  to  it,  omitting  tne  Medical 
Provident  Fund. 

Clause  22.— There  is  an  omission  of  other  recognised 
Colleges  in  Scotland  and  Irelafid. 

Clause  23. — ^That  surgical  operations  be  inserted. 

Clause  25.-rThat  all  nnqualified  persona  be  preveniad 
giving  evidence  in  Courts  of  Law. 

Clause  34. — Not  to  omit  other  recognized  CoUega 
in  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

Clause  39. — ^That  it  is  questionable  whether  this 
clause  should  be  retained. 

WM.  MATTERSON,  Jun.,  Secretary. 

York,  February  27,  1852. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  Soden, 
Ocuius  Apertus,  Medicus,  Mr.  Perceval,  Mr.  CoUiaon, 
Mr.  Foote,  and  Dt,  Barker. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


THE    NEW    EQUITABLE 

irPE-ASSTJEANOE  COMPANY. 


Imcokpo&atbd  by  Act  op  Pabliambnt,  7  and  8  Vio.,  Cap.  110. 


TRUSTEES. 

SIR  JAMES  DUKE,  Bart.,  Aiaerman,  M.P.  for  tiie 

■City  of  London. 
JAMES  WYLD,  Esq.,  M.P.  for  Bodmin. 
WILLIAM  FERGUSSON,  E«q.,  F,R.S.,  Sargeonin 

Ordinary  to   H.R.H.   Prince  Albert;   Profewor  of 

Snigery  to  King^s  College,  London. 


GEORGE  JAMES  GUTHRIE,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  late 
President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons ;  Con- 
sulting-Surgeon to  the  Westminster  Hospital. 

SIR  CHARLES  HASTINGS,  M.D.,  Founder  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association  of  Eng- 
land>  and  President  of  the  Council. 


DIRECTORS. 
CHAIBMAN  OP  THE  BQABP. 

,    ROBERT  LEE,  M.D.,  F;R.S.,  SaMle'Row,  Bniliiigton  Gardeni. 

DBPUTT  CHAIBUAN. 

GEORGE  BEAMAN,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.,  Ehig  Street,  Covent  Garden,  and  Hampton  Wick. 

CPNSUtTlNG  PHYSICIANS. 
MARSHALL    HALL,    M.D.,    F.R.S.,    Gnwvenor  |  CHARLES  J.  B.  WILLIAMS,  M.D.»  F.R.S.,  HoUea 
Siceet,  Groavenor  Square.  |      Street,  CaTcndiab  Square. 

JAS.  ARTHUR  WILSON,  M.D.,  Dover  Street,  Piccadilly. 

CONSULTING  SURGEONS. 
WILLIAM  FERGUSSON,  Esq.,    F.R.S.,    George  I  J.  RANALD   MARTIN,  Eaq.,    F.R.S.,  Grosvenor 
Street,  Hanover  Square.  |      Street,  Grosvenor  Square. 

SAMUEL  SOLLY,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  St.  Helen's  Place,  City. 

SURGEON  AND  MEDICAL' EXAMINER. 
THOMAS  WAKLEY,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  Guildford  Street,  RusseU  Square. 

STANDING  COUNSEL. 
SIR  ALEXANDER  COCKBURN,    Her  Majesty's  I  GEORGE  WOODYATT  HASTINGS,  Esq.,  Paper 
Attomey-General.  |      Buildings,  Temple. 

SOLICITORS. 
Messrs.  BELL,  STEWARD,  and  LLOYD,  59,  Lincoln*s-inn.fields. 

BANKERS.  SECRETARY. 

THE  COMMERCIAL  BANK  OF  LONDON.  H.  BARBER  BEAUMONT,  Esq. 


CONSTITUTION  AND  REGULATIONS  OF  THE  COMPANY. 

-  CAPITAL.— MUTUAL  ASSURANCE. 
The  "  NEW  EQUITABLE"  embraces  all  the  advantages  of  a  strictly  Mutual  Office,  with  the  addition  of 
WMk  ample  subscribed  paid-up  capital,  forming  a  bond  fide  leoarity  for  its  policy-holden. 

POLICIES  INDISPUTABLE. 
Hie  Policies  of  this  Company  being  Indisputable,  they  become  as  readily  negociable,  in  monetary  tranaac- 
fions,  as  any  other  description  Of  personal  property. 

SPECIAL  ASSIURAACES. 
All  the  different  varieties  of  Life  Contingencies  may  be  provif^ed  against  by  Assurances  in  the  New  Equit- 
able j  and  every  accommodation  is  granted  to  the  Assured  for  payment  of  premium. 

INVALID  LIVES 
Are  asrared  at  rates  adapted  to  <he  circumstances  of  each  case.     Every  circumstance  affecting  the  health 
impartially  considered. 

DIVISION  AND  APPROPRIATION  OF  PROFITS. 
The  whole  of  the  Profits  will  be  Equitably  Divided  amongst  the  holders  of  Policies  issued  on  the  participatuig  scale. 

MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS. 
The  Directors  feel  strongly  that  Medical  Practitioners  have  not  hitherto  received  that  recognition,  ^y 
Amranoe  Companies^  which  their  professional  knowledge,  position,  and  valuable  services  entitled  them  to  expect. 
They  have  determined,  therefore,  to  frankly  acknowledge  and  consult  all  duly  qualified  Medical  Referees  as  the 
M edkcal  Advisers  of  the  Company,  and  uniformly  transmit,  with  the  Questions  intended  to  be  made  the  basis  of 
Official  Medical  Report,  A  CONSULTATION  FEE  OF  TWO  GUINEAS. 
ANNUITIES  AND  ENDOWMENTS  GRANTED. 
Any  fortlier  information  may  be  had  on  applying  personally,  or  by  letter,  to  the  Resident  Director  or  Secretary^ 
Chibf  Officbs— west  STBAND,  OHAKINQ  OEOSS,  LONDON, 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL  BENEVOLENT  COLLEGE. 


ESTABLISHED    JUNE,    1861. 


PRESIDENT. 

Thb  earl  MANVERS. 

TRUSTEES. 
Da.  J.  A.  WILSON.  Dk.  R.  LEE,  F.R.S.  W.  FER6USS0N,  Esq.,  F.B.S. 

JOHN  BACOT,  Esa.  BENJAMIN  PHILLIPS,  Esa.,  r.R.S. 

TREASURER. 
JOHN  PROFERT,  Esa.,  6,  New  CaTendish  Street. 


THE  COUNCIL  have  much  s^tisfiMstion  in  being  able  to  publish,  thus  earty,  the  Skcono  Liarof  Contriboton 
to  the  Funds  of  the  College,  and  they  are  induced  to  hope  that,  as  the  principles  and  objects  of  the 
Institution  become  better  known,  it  will  recelTe  the  nnanimoos  and  cordial  support  of  the  entire  profesaion. 


List  qf  ConMbuHotu  eanttMMd  from  mar  latt. 


Collected  by  Fsakcis  Godeicr,  Esq.,  BromptOB* 
Honorary  Local  Secretary. 


Francis  Godrich,  Esq.,  Brompton 
ReT.  W.  J.  Irons  ^  ditto 

Rev.  —  Pettigrew  ditto 

J.  Bannister,  Esq.  ditto 

Mrs.  Fit2gerald  ditto 


annual 
annual 


£ 
3 

1 
1 
1 


3     0 


6  10 


Collected  by  Wm.  Swestikg,  Esq.,  Dorchester, 
Honorary  Local  Secretary^ 

Mrs.  Micbd,  Whitemill  House,  Dorchester!  5     0    0 

Mrs.  Cooper,  Dorchester         ...  ...  5    0,0 

Mrs.  Jackson        ditto  ...  ...  110 

Miss  Hardy  djtto  10     0 

Mrs.  Mansell       ditto  ...  ...  0  10    0 

Wm.  Sweeting,  Esq.  ditto  annual  110 

In  smaller  sums         ...  ...  ...  0     7     6 


Collected  by  Gco&gb  Curtis,  Esq.,  Dorking, 
Honorary  Local  Secretary. 


H.  T.  Hope,  £sq.       Dorking 

J.  A.  Curtis,  Esq.  ditto    ., 

Geo.  Curtis,  Esq.  ditto     ., 

Wm.  Chaldecot^,  Esq.   ditto     .. 
Thomas  Stillwell,  Esq.   ditto     ., 


Mrs.  Combes 
William  Hart,  Esq. 
J.  N.  Shelley,  Esq. 
Lady  E.  Wathen 
John  Famell,  Esq. 


ditto 


annual 
annual 


20  0 
15  0 
5  0 
10  10 
10  10 

0  10 

1  1 
1  1 
1  6 
1     I 


Collected  by  W.  P.  Fishsk,  Esq.,  Dartford, 
Honorary  Local  Secretary. 

W.  P.  Fisher,  Esq.,  Dartford           annual  1  1 

Rev.  C.  Gilmoor        ...            ...            ...  1  0 

J.  Harrison,  Esq.                      ...             ...  2  0 

Mrs.  J.  Munford       ...            ...            ...  1  I 

Rev.  J.  Eveleigh        ...             ...             ...  0  10 

F.  H.  Fleet,  Esq.      ...            0  10 

The  yenerable  the  Arohdeaeon  King,  Stone  1  1 

Wm.  Wiggins,  Esq.,  Hawley  Mills         ...  0  10 

Henry  Chapman,  Esq.,  Dam                  ,..  0  10 

Mrs.  Fisher,  Dartford               ...            ,..  0  5 

Miss  Fisher     ditto                  ...            ...  0  5 

Collected  by  Jamss  Stbdman,  Esq.,  Guildford, 
Honorary  Local  Secretary. 

B«T.  S.  Payntar,  Stoke            .,.            ...  10  10 

TheVenerableAxchdeacon  Pope,  Guildford  1  0 

Rev.  Henry  Ceijat                    ...            ,.»  2  0 


A  Friend 

Henry  Boxall,  Esq.,  Wisboro'  Green      ... 
J.  Remington  Steadman,  Esq.,         annual 
G.  J.   Gibson,  Esq.,    Sandgate    Lodge, 
Steyning 


£ 

1 
1 
1 


d 
0 
0 
0 


5    0    0 


Collected,  by  W.  C.  HoFniBiffren,  M.D.,  Cowei, 
.Honorary  Local  Secretary. 

Henry  Auldjo,  Esq.,  Cowes 

W.  C.  HoffmeiBter,  M.D.        ...      annual 

William  Cass,  Esq.  •••      annual 

J.  Davids,  Esq. 

H.  Phene,  Esq.,  Ryde  ...      annual 

C.  W.  Hollis,  M.D.,  Yarmouth,  Isle  of 

Wight 

T.  Beaton,  Esq.,  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight     ... 
T.  Finnimore,  Esq.,  Ryde 


1  1 
0  10 
0  10 


Collected  by  Thomas  Morris,  Esq.,  Peckhamy 
Honorary  Local  Secretaiy. 

Huson  Morris,  Esq.,  Peckham  Rye        ...     10  10 
Horace    Wilkinson,    Esq.,     Shortlanda,     * 

Beckenham  ...  ...  ...     10  10 

Conrad    Wilkinson,     Esq.,    Shortlands, 

Beckenham  ...  ...  ...     10  10 

R.  R.  Robinson,  Esq.,   Camborwell  road, 

annual      1     1 
Dr.  Lodge,  Rye  Lane  ...  ...      11 


Coleoted  by  Edwin  Morris,  M.D.,  SpaUBog, 
Honontry  Local  Seoretaiy. 


«anual 


Edwin  Morris,  M.D.,  Spalding 

Ditto 
J.  Y.  Smedley,  Esq.,  Cambridge 
John  Hewitt,  jun  ,  Esq.,  Spalding 
John  Morris,  Esq.,  London     ... 
Josh.  Morris,  Esq.,  ditto 
MSsa  Denham,  SpaliKng 
Henry  Bugg,  Esq.,  Spading    ... 
John  Hewitt,  Esq.,    ditto 
Henry  ^orris,  Esq.,  Gosberton,  Lincoln 
Samuel  Morris,  Esq.  ~ 
Collected  in  smaller  sums         ... 


0  10 
0  10 

0  10 

1  1 
1  X 
0  11 


0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
;0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Collected  by  Hbnrt  T.  Lomax,  Biq.,  StaSbrd, 
Honorary  Local  Secretary. 

JameaWi|lkes.  Esq.  ...  ...      5    5    0 

H.  T.  Lomwi,  Eaq.  ...     aoaval      110 

W.Jones,  Esq.         ...  .„  ...       10    0 


ADVERTISEMBMTS. 


T,B.  EUey,  Esq. 

Dr.  HarUnd 

a  IT^^dell,  Esq. 

B.  Hugfata,  Esq. 

T»  F.  Retesey,  Esq, 

Aftonjmdus 


£   :  d. 

1     1  0 

1     1  0 

1     1  0 

0  10  6 
10  0 

1  1  0 


CoUeoted  by  H.  B.  C.  Hillier,  M.D.,  Tenby, 
Honorary  Local  Secretary. 

H.  B.  C.  HiUier,  M.D.            ...      annual  110 

J.  L.  Puxley,  Esq.                    ...             ...  110 

Mrs.  R.  Thomas                       ...            ...  0  10    0 

A  Friend,  by  Dr.  Hillier           ...             •••  0     5     0 

lieatenant  Gonllet,  R.N.        ...            ...  0^0 

t^Ueeted  by  William   Ha&rris,    Esq,,  Worthing, 
Honorary  Local  Secretary. 

He  Hon.  Miss  Lake                ...            ...  5    0    0 

Mosrs.  Martin  and  Harris       ...            ...  5    5    0 

W.  Martin,  Esq.       ...            ...      annnal  110 

W.  Harris,  Esq.        ...             ...      annual  110 

MimBosweU  ...10    0 

Miss  L  Boswdl        10    0 

Bfiss  J.  BosweU        10    0 

Miss  Stringer            «..             ...             ...  110 

l|rs.  WooU               110 

W.  Barker,  Esq.       ...            ...      anniUd  110 

Dr.  Wood                ...            1     1    0 

Ditto                     ...            ...     annual  ,110 

Mjss  Conlthnrst         110 

H,  Collet,  Esq.         ...            ...      annual  110 

GoQocted  by  Gbo&gb  Bu&t,  Esq.,  Whetstoiu, 
Honorary  Local  Secretary. 


T.  Harris,  Esq. 

J.  Hamphtys,  Esq.     ^ 

BsT.  O.  H.  Watkins,  Esq. 

6.  Bo^,  Esq.  ...  .         ...      annual 

W.  D.  Maichant,  Esq.  ...      annual 

Dr.  Bryant 

J.  White,  Esq. 

Dr.  Hood  ...  ...  ..* 

£•  H.  Linnecar,  Esq. 

W.  EUnmerson,  Esq.  *•.  *•• 

Tiro  Friends  ,.. 

Mrs.  Harris 

J.  J.  Swmdell,  Esq. 

MisB  Maitland 

a  Godson,  Esq#  ...      t^mual 

Tbe  Misses  Le  BIauc 

A  Medical  Man's  Widow         ...  «.^.  , 

Ditto         Daughter 

D^tto  IMtto.         ..r 

A  Fncnd  •.».  ...  ••♦ 

J.  Claypon,  Esq.  ...      annual 

—  Chs^pell,  Esq.,  Priere  Bark 
Mrs.  Thompson,  Colney  Hatch 
B.  Smith,  Esq.,  Bamett 
^.  J.  Lysley,  Esq.,  Mimwood 

GolMcled  by  H.  M.  Gruogen,  M.D.,  C 
I{onorary  Local  Secietary. 

H.  Camper,  Esq.,  Chichester 

tf.  M.  Gruggen,  M.D.,  Chichester 

Jk.  tjBdke  dHto 

Dr.  I>ake  ditto 

W.  Bilke,  Esq.  ditto 

T.  HaUtead,  Esq.  ^tto         annual 

CoUecfeed  bj  Gborob  Bm^irsLL,  Es^.,  Efwom, 
Hoaarary  Lotal  Secretaiy. 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0. 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0  10  0 
3    8    0 


0 

1 

1 
1 
1 


Atoofliii  abeadjliivmised 
^j^I^y,*^.,F.«.A. 


.,.  257    3    0 

...   le  0  0 

♦,.      110 


Collected  by  Martin  Coatbs,  Esq.,  Salisbury, 
Honorary  Local  Seonetary. 

£   ».  d, 

John  Grove,  Esq.,  Feme          ...            •••  5  0    0 

Dr.  William  Finch,  Salisbury                  ...  2  2 

Wm.  M.  Coates,  Esq.,  ditto                     ...  5  0 

Ditto                 ...            ...      annual  1  0 

William  Henry  Coates,  Esq.    ...      annual  1  1 

'Dr.  Fowler                ...            ...      annual  1  1 

William  John  French,  Esq.,  Wilton,  annual  1  1 

A.  Lush,  Esq.,  Salisbury         ...      annual  1  1 

John  Wingar,  Esq.,  ditto         ...      annual  1  I 

Q.  M.  W.  Wilkes,  Esq.,  ditto  •  ...  1  10 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 


annual 

annual 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


annual 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


10  10 
5     5 


Collected  by  Jossph  Dickinson,  Esq.,  M.D., 
Liverpool,  Honorary  Local  Secretaiy. 

Messrs.  R.  Bickersteth,  Liverpool 

J.  Dickinson,  M.D. 

«     Ditto 

Ellis  Jones,  Esq. 

T«  Inaan,  M.D.  t .«.. 

David  Chelmers,  Esq., 

W.  Mciiag*  Ssq. 

A.  R.  Stookes,  Esq. 
David  Maororie,  M.D.  ... 
J.  Vose,  M.D. 
J.  Fletcher,  Esq., 
T.  licwis,  Esq. 
Robert  Gee,  M,D. 
J.  Gurthside,  Esq. 
W.  H.  Fitzpatrick,  Esq. 

B.  Tqwnaon,  Esq.  ..« 
John  Feoton,  Esq.  ••• 
G.  M.  Davies,  Esq. 
J.  A.  Pearson,  Esq.                  ... 
H.  Hulme,  Esq. 
A.  B.  Steele,  Esq. 
L.  E.  Desmond,  Esq. 
R.  Iiodge,  M.D. 
The  Misses  Molyneuz 
■Miss  BlnndeU            ... 

Ditto  ...  ... 

E.  Pugh,  Esq.,  by  Dr.  Gee      „. 


a 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
Of 
0 
0 
0 
6 
,6 
6 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Collected  by  A.  N.  HAvrrHORNB,  Esq.,  Bcdeshall^ 
Honorary  Local  Secretary. 

Atnount  already  advertised       ...        «    ...  20    0    0 

-^  Buckley,  Esq.,  Garmdow                   ...  110 

Rev.  E.  T.  Codd,  Coates  Heath              ...  0  10    6 

Mrs.  Buckley,  Garmelow,        ...            ...  110 

Rev.  H.  Moor,  Ticar  of  Eocleehall         ...  1     I    0 

W.  Addison,  Esq.,  Ranton  HaU              ...  110 

J.  Kance,  Esq.,  EccleshaU       ...             ...  0  10    0 

C.  E.  Morgan,  Esq.,  Stafford                  ...  0  10    0 

T«ro  Friends             ...            ...            ..•  0  10    0 

Callected  by  Cbarlss  J.  Pinchimo,  Esq.,  Gravesend, 
Honorary  Looal  Secretary. 

C.  J.  Pinching,  Esq.,                ...             ...  25     0     0 

Dr.  Armstrong          ...            ...            ...  2    0    0 

Dh  Sanders               ...            ...      annuid  110 

CoHAsted  by  W.  G.  Davis,  Esq.,  Heytesbary, 

Honorary  Looal  Secretary. 

Amount  already  advertised       ...            ...  3    3    0 

Isaac  Fldwer«  Esq.                    ...             ...  110 

From  Young  Ladies                 ...             ...  0  10    0 

Collected  by  Jamks  T.  Hbstbr,  Esq.,  Oxford, 
Honorary  Local  SeCr^ary. 


C.  H.  Claridge,  Esq.,  Abingdon 
W.  Lightfoot,  Esq.,  Harwell,  Bferks 

F.  T.  Wlhtle,  M.D.,  Otford 

G,  Wakeman,  Esq.,  Thame,  Oxon 

Ditto  ...  «.• 


0  10  6 
110 
110 

1  1  0 
1    1    0 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


R.  Lee,  Esq.,  Thame               ...             ...  110 

J.  F.  Martin,  Esq.,  Abingdon  .         annual  110 

J.  T.  Hester,  Esq.,  Oxford              annnai  110 

In  smaller  sums        ...            ...             ...  0  12     6 

Collected  by  John  Bowlino,  Esq.,  Hammersmith, 

Honorary  Local  Secretary. 

Amount  already  advertised       ...            ...  32  19    0 

William  Hoof,  Esq.                   ...             ...  3     3    0 

F.  Griffiths,  Esq.       ...             ...             ...  ,2     2     0 

Mrs.  CatteU              10    0 

John  Frere,  Esq^      ...             ...             ...  6     0    0 

William  T.  Clark,  Esq.             ...             ...  2     2    0 

Mrs.  Gale,  a  Surgeon's  widow                 ...  2    0    0 

Collected  by  Hbnkt  Ewbn,  Esq.,  Long  Sottoa, 

Honorary  Local  Secretary. 

Amount  already  advertised       ...            ...  3  11''0 

John  Bailey,  Esq.      ...             ...            ...  10    0 

Messrs.  Vise  and  Son               ...             ...  110 

MissDelamore          ...    -         ...             ...  '  0  10    0 

Collected  by  Dr.  Power,  Maidstone,  Honomj 

Local  Secretary. 

J.  J.  Power,  M.D.,  Maidstone                ...  5^    5 

F.  Jenkins,  Esq.,         ditto                       ...  1     1 

R.  Wells,  Esq.,  Benenden        ...         ....  2    0 

Mrs.  Hooper             ...            ...-  -         ...  1     1 

Mrs.  Wetherstone     ...             ...            ...  II 

Miss  Smith,  Snowfield              11 

Two  Ladies               ...'          ...            ...  11 

William  Sankey,  Esq.               ...             ...  '3    3 

George  Sanders,  Esq.               .*.             ...  '   1-    1 

Thomas  H.  Smith,  Esq.,  St  Mary  Oay    >  €    & 

Henry  W.  Joy,  Esq.    -•         ...      annual'  I     1 

William  Hoar,  Esq.                  ...      annual  1     1 

R.  Whitfield,  Esq.                    ...      annual  11< 

Rev.  J.  Griffith,  D.D.               ...             ...  ft    5 

Mrs.  Lushington        ...             .;.             ...  1     1 

Alexander  Randall,  Esq;'          ...             ...  1     0 

Richard  J.  Peckham,  6^.        ...             ...  1     1 

R.  Perry,  Esq.           ...             *^.             .w.  1     1 

Knowles  King,  Esq.                 ...            ...  1     1 

John  Meroer,  Esq.                    ...             ...  11 

Charles  Pybvs,  Esq.                  ...             ...  11 

Edwin  Stacey,  Esq.                  ...             ...  11 

A  Friend    ...             ...             ...             ...  1  «0 

Messrs.  Woolley  and  Saunders,  Chemists  0  10 

Mrs.  Rouse,  Albion  Place      -  ...       >     .«,  <  1     1 

Ditto            ditto                       annual  1     1 

Henry  Gadden,  Esq.,  Soueifield  fenMoe  1     1 

David  Skinner,  Esq.,  Headeom      '    ''   ...  1     1 

Ditto               dit^                  snn^Al  ^1-  1, 


Collected  by  Cbarlbs  Cotton,  M.D.,  Lynn,  Norfolk, 

Honorary  Local  Seccetary. 

Amount  already  advertised       ...            ..,  6113    6 

Rowland  Flocton,  Esq.,  Snettiflham         ...  110 

S.  Dix,  Esq.,  SmaUburgh        ...             ...  2    2    0 

T.  G.  Wales,  Esq.,  Downham                 ...  10    0 

T.  Davis,  Esq.,  Snettisham      ...             ...  10    0 

William  Cater,  Esq.,  Fincham                 ...  0  10     0 

William  Joy,  Esq.,  Northwold                ...  110 

Dr.  John  Goodwm,  Cambridge               ...  0  10    0 

From  the  Public,  by  R.  Flocton^  Esq.    ...  7     7     6 

Ditto,  by  Mrs.  Royston   ...            ...  16    0 

Ditto,  by  —  Roper,  Esq.,  Lynn    ...  0  10    0 
Ditto,  by  R.  B.  Overton,  Esq.,  Grimstone  0  12    0 

Ditto,  by  Dr.  Cotton        ...            ...  5    5    6 

Collected  by  the  Local  Committee  at  Leamington,  John 

Prichard,  Esq.,  Honorary  Secretary. 
Amount  already  advertised       ...  ...    33    5    0 

Edward  Welchmaa,  Esq.  annual      110 

A  Lady       0  10    0 

TwoLadiea  ...  ...  ...      2    0    0 


A  Lady  

M.  S^ise,  Esq. 

Mrs.  Wise 

Lady  Mordaunt 

Hon.  and  Rev.  Lord  C.  Phnlet 

E.  Baxter,  Esq. 

Mrs.  Digby 

A  Lady 

Mr.  Liebenrood 

Two  Sisters 

Charles  Chambers.  Esq.,  R.N. 

J.  Power,  Esq. 


£  t.  A 


0  10 
2    0 


Collected  by  Charles  Ptlb,  Esq.,  Amesbury, 
Honorary  Local  Secretary. 

Charles  Pyle,  E&q.,  Amesbury          annual  1  1 

Mrs.  C.  Pyle            ditto          ...            ...  1  1 

A.  F.  Paxton,  Esq.,  Cholderton  House  ...  1  1 

John  Nicholls,  Esq.,  Shrewton                ...  1  1 

Edward  Turner,  Esq.,  ditto     ...             ...  1  1 


Received  by  the  Local  Committee  at  Norwiefa,  Eipwp. 
CoPEMAN,  M.D.,  Hon.  Secretary. 


Amount  already  advertised 

Hudson  Gumey,  Esq. 

Mrs.  Hudson  Gumey 

J.  H.  Gumey,  Esq. 

J.  O.  Springfield,  ^sq. 

D.  Hills,  Esq.      '     ... 

Mrs.  Wright 

S.  Peto,  Esq.,  M.P. 

H.  Ward,  Esq.,  Di^  .     ... 

Rev.  J.  Arthy  ... 

Rev.  Canon  Archdale 

Mrs.  £.  Lubbock      ... 

C.  Rose,  Esq.  ...  ..^ 

C.  Drakes  Esq.         ...  ...      amraal 

R.  Woolerton,  Esq.  ...      ditto 

P.  Raven,  Esq.,  Litcham  ...      ditto 

J.  Dix,  Esq.,  Sraallburgh  ...  ditto 
C.  Aldred,  Esq.,  Yarmouth  ...  ditto 
G.  Rodwell,  Esq.,  London  ...  ditto 
S.  Payne,  Esq.,  Norwich  ...      ditto 

J.  T.  Talent,  Esq.,  Hii^ham  ...  ditto 
J.  Young,  Esq.,  Wells  .„       ditto 

T.  E.  Amyott,  £sq.»  Diss  ...  ditto 
L.  Dashwood,  Esq.,  >korwich.  ••»      ditto 

—  Rand,  Esq.  ditto  ...  ditto 
F.  Manby,  Esq.,  Rudham  ...  ^  ditto 
^Barton,  Esq.,  Strattoa  ...  ditto 
L.  Evans,  fisq«,  Coltiahall  «*.  '  ditt(» 
F.  P.  Smith,  Esq.,  Aylsham     ««.      ditto 

—  Wells,  Esq.,  Thorpe  „.      ditto  . 
Mrs.  Carter,  Norwich               ...      ditto 


35  9 

21  0 

10  10 

5  5 

5  0 

5  5 

10  10 

5  5 

1  1 

1  1 

5  0 

1  0 

10 

1 


0 

1 

0  10 

1  1 


Collected  by  Spencer  Pratt,  MD. 
Honorary  Local  Secretary. 

F.  Willis,  M.D 

W.  Burdett,  Esq 

Miss  M.  Brown         ...        •    ... 

E.  Barber,  Esq. 

A  Friend    ... 

Dr.  Arnold 

Dr.  Pttitt  


Stamfori, 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Collected  by  G.  F.  Wiles,  Esq.,  Ashford,  Honomy 

Local  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Whitfield  Curteis,  Ashfoid             ...  10    0 

Mrs.  Philpott                  ditto          annual  110 

G.  F.  Wilks,  Esq.            ditto          annual  110 

G.  A.  Davis,  Esq.,  New  Rents,  Aahiwd  .  10    0 

W.  Sheppard,  Esq.,  Ashford    ...      annual  10    0 

G.  Wilks,  Esq.           ditto       ...      annual  1    0    f 

H,  Whitfield,  Emi.      ditto       ...      wuuial  10    9 


Al>  V  i^Kiidl!;Ml!iiNTS. 


CoIlectedbyCHARLBsViNBSyEflq.iandT.'BLooMFiSLD) 
Esq.,  Beading,  Honorary  Local  Secretaries. 

Amount  already  advertised       ...  ...     24 '  4    0 

James  Richards,  Esq.  ...  ...     10  10     0 

eoUected  by  Mrs.  Vines  ...  ...      4    7    0 

Collected  by  W.  Elliot,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Stratford, 
Essex,  Honorary  Local  Secretary. 
Miss  Dallaway,  Stratford  Green 
Miss  Betsy  Dallaway    ditto 
Miss  Cotart;  Stratford  Grove 
R.  Womersley,  Esq.,  Stratford  Green     ... 
H.  £.  Garney,  Esq.,  Upton     ... 

R.  Staines,  Esq.,  Stratford  

Rev.  W.  Streatfeild,  Rural  Dean,  Vicarage, 

East  Ham 
W.  ElUot,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Stratford 


Collected  by  L.  O.  Fox,  Esq..  Stockbridge, 

Honorary  Local  Secretary.  ,  ,.,   i 

Amount  already  advertised       ...             ...  29     9    0 

The  Hon.  and  Rev.  —  BarringtQn,Walton, 

Herts r     ...            ...  2     2 

John  Brewer,  Esq.,  Stockbridge           ^  ...  1     1 

The  Rev.  J.  Burnett,  Honghton              ...  1     1 

The  Rev.  T.  Tragett,  Awebridge,  Romsey  1     1 

T.  T.  Goodwin,  Esq.,  Bronghton            ...  1     1 

T.  Colcott,  Esq.,  Romsey        ...            ...  1     1 

The  Rev.  Aubrey  Scott,  West  Tytherly  ...  11 

W.  R.  Loveless,  Esq.,  Stockbridge  1     1 

W.  Dowling,  Esq.,  Over  Wallop             ...  1     1 

Mrs.  Dowling              ditto                "...  11 

Mrs.  Roberts,  Greenwich  Hospital  1     1 

Major  J.  Jackson      ...             ...            ...  1     1 

Gay  Shate,  Esq.,  Greenwich    ...             ...  1     1 

A  Friend                   ...            ...            ..,,  t  fi 

Collected  by  Richard  Vic  art  GoaaiiM,  Esq., 
Aldbargh,  Honorary  Locid  Secvetury.    ' 
R.  V.  Gorham,  Esq.,  Aldbut^        annuia    ■  1  '  1     0 
J.  M.  Ling,  Esq.,  Saxmundham'         '   ,\V^     11     0 
E.  H.  Adams,  Esq.,  Bunguy  aniraal     - 1  '  1     0 

W. N.Walker. Esq.,  AlderloD.Woodbridge      10    0 
The  Misses  Folgate  and  Friends,  by  Miss 

Prettyman,  Bawdry,  Wdodbridge     ...      2    2     3 
By  Miss  Prettyman,    from    a  Union  in 
Suffolk,  in  adLnowledgemeofr  of  fSt» 
gratuitous  services '  rendered  to   tho 
poor  by  the  medical  profession         ...       1     0    0 

Collected  by^iGHARD  Tvamn^  Eeq.^  Tunbcklge 
Wells,  Honorary  Looal  Secretary. 


Samuel  Relf,  Esq.,  Reigate 
Josh.  Nash,  Esq. 
John  S.  Steele,  Esq. 


£   «.  J. 

...       110 

...       110 

annual      2    2    0 


Henry  Dixon,  Esq.,  Wadhnrst 

..,       2    0    0 

B.  Sladden,  Davis,  Esq.,  M.D; 

...       5     5    0 

H.  Treacher,  Esq 

...       1     0    0 

J.  G.  HuU,  Esq.,  M.D. 

...       110 

J.  Laurent,  Esq.       ...    •      • 

;..       110 

R.  Tamer,  Esq. 

...       110 

Ditto                ...           ...     aimiial      1    10 

J.  BUxland,  Esq.      ...             ... 

...       110 

Collected  by  Peter  Martin,  Esq. 

tleigate,  Hon. 

Local  Secretary. 

; 

Peter  Martin,  Esq.    ... 

...       5     5     0 

William  Hackblock,  Esq. 

...    ,5,  5    0 

William  Price,  Esq. 

...       2*  2    0 

Anonymous,  Reigate                ... 

...       5     0    0 

William  Phillipps,  Esq. 

...       5    5    0 

Benry  Lainson,  Esq. 

...       2    2    0 

Josh.  Compton,  Esq. 

360 

George  Baker,  Esq. 

...       1     1     0 

By  John  Steele,  Esq.-~ 
George  Wythes,  Esq.,  Reigate  ...     10  10    0 

-  nomas  Rxchter,  Esq.,  Cadogsn  Cottage, 

fiOoane  Street     ...  ...  »..      5    0    0 


Collected  by  Wm.  Hsnrt  Hilliard,  Esq., 
Sheffield,  Beds. 

Wm.  Henry  Hilliard,  Esq.       ...            ...  2    2 

Ditto                 ...            ...      annual  1     1 

Mrs.  Hilliard,  sen.                   ...            ...  11 

Mrs.  Potter               ...             ...             ...  0  10 

Miss  Potter                ...             ...             ...  0    5 

Mrs.  Baldock            ...             0  10 

Robert  Low,  Esq.     ...             ...             ..,  0  10 

Six  Friends                ...             ...             ...  0  15 

Collected  by  A.  M.  M'Wriknib,  Esq ,  Crescent, 
New  Bridge  Street,  Blackfriars. 
Messrs.  Alex  and  Jones,  New  Bridge  Street  2 
W.  F.  Bariow,  Esq.  .Westminster  Hospital  1 
Richard  Battley,  Lower  Whitecrosa  Stneet  1 
Hennan  Bicknell,  Esq.,  Heme  Hill        ...  1 
John  Bishop,  Esq.,  Bernard  Street          ...  2 
John  Dvummond,  Esq.,  Croydon            ...  1 
Messrs.  Ferguson,  Glltspnr  Street           ...  1 
Henry  Gilbert,  Esq.,  Suffolk  Place         ...  2 
Ditto                       ditto           annual  1 
M«8sn.  Highley,  Fleet  Street                  ...  2 
Charles  Holding,  Esq.,  New  Bridge  Street  5 
Edmund  Johnston,  Esq.,  Beaulieu,  Winch- 
more  Hill             ...               «M               ..•  2 
E.  A.  Lloyd,  Esq.,  Bedford  Row            ..«  21 
Chas.  Nash,  Esq.,  Devonshire  Sq.   annual  1 
Professor  Owen,  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  2 
Rev.  Dr.  Rice,  Christ's  Hospital             ...  1 
Bernard  Rice,  Esq.,    Littlemore,   Oxon, 

annual  110 
John  Quekett,   Esq.,    Royal  College  of 

.Surgeons            ...            ...             ...  110 

Dr.  Roupell,  Welbeck  Street           "      ...  5    5    0 
James  Startin,  Esq.,  Savile  Row       annual  110 
Rev.  Samuel  Wix,  A.M.,  F.BJS.»  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital         ...             ...  10*  10    0 

W.  A.  Sumner,   Esq.,   Abbey  Q^ad,  St. 

John's  Wood     ...             ...             ...  1 

A.  M.  M'Whinnie,  Esq.           ...             „.  5 

H.  S.  Leverton,  Esq.,  Basingstok^..  '     ...  -  I 

Win.  Birch,  Esq.,  Barton,  near  Lichfield  . 


Edw.  Covey,  Basingstoke 


Collected  by  J.  N.  Stevens,  Esq<ti  ?4ynouth»..  - 
'     '  Honorary  Local  Secretary.  . 

W.  E«  Square,  Esq.,  Plymouth               ...  10  10 

John  Whipple,  Esq.      ditto                    ...  3  3 

E.  Rendell,  Esq.           ditto                   ...  1    1 

Sir  George  Magrath,  M.D.,  Plymouth    ...  1     1 

W.  F.  Soltao,  M.D.,               ...      aaniial  1     1 

J.  N.  Stevens,  Esq.,  Plymouth               ...  1     1 

Ditto                     ditto             lanual  1     1 

Richard  Wise,  M.D.,  Penryn                  ...  5  5 

Ditto                     ditto            imnual  1  1 

Collected  by  E.  Lawtord,  Esq.,  Leighton  Bqzzud, 
Hon.  Local  Secretary. 


E.  Lawford,  Esq. 
J.  Dawson,  Esq.        . 
Ed^ar  OUey,  Esq.     . 
Joseph  Proctor,  Esq. 
Mrs.  Grant 
W.  Robotham,  Esq. 
Ditto 


annual 


1     1 
1    1 

0  10 

1  1 


CoUeoted  by  G.  P.  Mat,  M.D.,  MaldoD,  Hoiioni|r 
>  Local  Secretary. 

G.'P.  May,M.D 2    2    0 

Ditto  ...  ...     annual      110 


ADVEETISEMENTS. 


Gaorp  Msf,  Efq. 

W.  Snytfi,  Efq. 
Her.  R.  W.  Sotion 


anniial 


£  %. 

d. 

1    1 

0 

1    1 

0 

1    1 

0 

1    1 

0 

1    1 

0 

0  10 

6 

0  10 

6 

0  10 

6 

0  10 

6 

By  William  Smtth,  Eiq. — 

O.  Bfrkett,  Eiq.        ...  ...      animal 

Rev.  J.  C.  Driifield  

Mn.  DrifBeld  

Ber.  Godlrej  Bird 
Sobert  Seabrook,  Eiq. 


Collected  by  Gbokgb  Kbnnion,  M.D.,  Harrogate, 
HoDOFBry  Local  Secrstazy. 

G.  Kennioii,  M.D.    ...  ...  ...       5    0    0 

SeptittuaTotib,  Esq.,  Ripon  ...       10    0 

Collected  by  J.  S.  Bungs,  M.D.,  Woodford, 
Honorary  Local  Secretary. 


0r.  Bonoe,  Woodford 

B.  Barclay,  Esq.,  Knotf  s  Green 
H.  Bingley,  Esq.,  Higfaam  Lodge 

C.  Robison,  Etioe  Honse 
E.  Hubbard,  Esq.,  Forest  House 
Miss  Wilson^  Snareebrook 
—  Dean,  Esq.,  White  Hall,  Chingford    ... 
Edw.  Warner,  Esq.,  Higfaam  Hall 

Miss  B.  Chapman,  Woodford 
O.  Heaphy,  Esq.         ditto 
\u  Pinching,  Esq.,  Sargeon,  Walfliamstow 

annual 
W.  H.  Carey,  Esq.,  Woodford 
Dr.  F.  Collins,  Wanstead 
G.  Wood,  Esq.,  Woodford 
Miss  Chapman        ditto 
A  Evans,  Esq.,   Sargeon, 


annual 
annual 


A  Friend 

G.  Vigqe,  Esq., 

H.  Vigne,  Esq. 


Walthamstow, 
annual 


Woodford 
ditto 


5 
10 
5 
5 
5 
1 
1 
5 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
5 
1 

1 
5 

1 

1 


£  :  d. 

MissVigne             ditto            ...            ...      2  2  0^ 

J.  Tucker,  Esq.     ditto           ...            ...     10  0  0 

A.  Caldeoott,  Esq.,  Woodford  HaU         ...      5  5  0 

John  Knowles,  Esq.,  Woodford              ...       2  2  0 
Elliot    Macnaogfaten,     Esq.,     Monkams, 

Woodford          ...            ...            ...       5  0  0 

Collected  by  Johh  Colthtost,  Esq.,  Clifton, 
Honorary  l4>eal  Seaetary. 


Amount  already  advertised 
Charles  Smerdon,  Esq. 
A  Friend,  G.  R. 
S.  B.  Burroughs,  Esq. 


27  2  0 

5  0  0 

6  0  0 
2  2  0 


Collected  by  OLirn  Pkmbbbton,  Esq.,  HoBOtaiy 
Local  Secretary,  Birmingham. 

S.  W.  Burbury,  Esq.                ...             ...  110 

S.  Chavasse,  Esq.      ...             ...     ^mnual  110 

Richard  Cooper,  Esq.,  Leek,  Staffordshire  2    2    0 

D.  W.  Crompton,  Esq.             ...             ...  110 

R.  W.  Davies,  Esq                   ...             ...  110 

Ditto                ...            ..«     amraal  1     10 

George  Elkington,  Esq.            ...             ...  110 

Ditto                 ...            ...     annual  110 

Fkiederick  Field,  Esq.               ...            ...  110 

C.  Heaton,  Esq.,  Leek,  Staffotdshira      ...  2    2    0 

Oliver  Pemberton,  Esq.           ...            ...  110 

Ditto                  ...            ...      annual  110 

John  Postgate,  Esq.                  ...      annual  110 

DavM  Nelson,  M.D,                ...      annual  110 

G.  N.  Swinson,  Esq.                 ...             ...  110 

J.  G.  Sproston,  Esq.                ...            ...  110 


Collected  by  Messrs.  C.  and  C.  S.  Smith, 
Lincoln. 

General  Reeye,  Leadenham  House,  LinooUi 
Rev.  £.  Fane,  Fulbeck  Rectory 
Messrs.  C.  and  C.  S.  Smith     ... 
Ditto 


Folbec^, 

5    0  0 

10  0 

5    0  0 

1     1  0 


The  THIRD  LIST  will  be  published  at  an  eariy  period. 

Gentlemen  desirous  of  acting  as  Honorary  Local  Secretaries  will  please  fonrard  tiieir  naiMs  to  tho  oAioe. 
^  Further  information  may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  Honorary  Secretary,  Henry  Tudor  Davies,  Esq., 
4,  Hanover  Square,  where  Subscriptions  will  be  received,  as  well  as  by  the  Treasurer  and  the  following  Bankers  :— 
Goslings  and  Sharpe,  19,  Fleet  Street;  Coutts  and  Co.,  59,  Strand ;  Drummonds,  Charing  Cross ;  Glynaad  Co., 
07t  Lombard  Street;  Scott  and  Co.,  1,  Cavendish  Square ;  Messrs.  Herries,  St.  James's  Street;  Meain. 
Hoare.  Fleet  Street ;  the  Union  Bank  of  London,  Regent  Street,  Branch;  and  by  Cunliffe  and  Co.,  Mancheittt. 

By  order  of  the  Council, 
OffiM,  4,  Hanover  Square,  Jan,  21,  1852.  HENRT  TUDOR  DAVIES,  Honorary  Secntey. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION 

AKB  OTHERS  BBQUIEINQ  THE  COM70BT  07  AN  ECONOUICAL 
CLOSE  CAESIAOE. 

MESSRS.  KINDER&  Co.,  COACH  BUILDERS, 
OF  WORCESTER  AND  MALVERN,  in  the 
hope  of  securing  a  large  number  of  Orders,  are  induced 
to  offer  very  superior  BROUGHAMS,  suitable  for 
Professional  or  Family  Use,  at  an  extremely  low  price, 
and  warranted  of  the  best  quality. 

May  be  seen  at  their  Manufactory,  Tything,  Wor- 
eester;  or  full  Particulars,  with  DxawingI,  forwarded 
ky  Boat  on  Application. 


Jmrt  Publithid, 
Price  8s.,  (Free  by  Post  8s.  6d.,)  Volume  XVIII.  of  tbe 
TRANSACTIONS 

OT  THE 

PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL 

ASSOCIATION. 
Worcester:  D«VifeBEfli4  Go.    Lc^dUn: 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


ON  THE  VIRTUES -OP  ZOUSSO. 
By  W.  BUDD,  M.D., 

PBTSICIAN  TO  THX  BRISTOL  ROYAL  INVIRMARY. 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Provmeial  Medical  and  Surgicai 
Journal, 

Sir, — The  best  tiumks  of  your  readers  are,  I  think, 
due  to  my  friend  and  colleague,  Mr.  Prichard,  for  the 
very  interesting  accounts  of  kousso  and  its  anthelmintic 
Rses,  vhidi  he  has  lately  extracted^  for  thdr  advantage, 
from  the  time-worn  pages  of  Bruce  and  Ludolphus, 
(Vide  Proomeial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for 
January  21,  1852.) 

As  recording  the  testimony  of  two  very  remarkable 
men,  whose  tnvels  in  Abyssinnia  lay  more  than  a  century 
apart,  these  accounts  possess  a  lasting  value.  On  dose 
examination,  it  may,  however,  be  doubted  whether  they 
wamnt  the  inferences  which  at  first  view  they  seem  to 
mggee^  to  the  discredit  of  koosso  as  a  remedy  for  worms 
in  general,  and  for  tape-worm  in  particular.  I  have, 
myself,  given  the  kousso,  now,  in  a  considerable  number 
cf  iniitjinoes  of  tape-worm,  and  the  result  has  been, 
with  two  or  three  exceptions,  tJie  expulsion  of  the 
worm,  mchLdmg  iU  head,  within  a  few  hours  of  the 
administration  of  the  drug.  In  the  greater  number  of 
eases,  too,  the  happy  riddance  has  been  effseted  at  the 
cost  of  little  or  no  pain,  or  other  inconvenience  to  the 
subject  of  the  parasite.'  I^ow,  this  is,  presumably,  all 
we  are  entitled  to  expect,  or  can  reasonably  hope  to 
obtain,  from  a  vermifuge,  whatever  its  nature.  It  may 
not  be  out  of  place  to  add,  that  having  at  different 
times  given  a  pretty  extensive  trial  to  various  other 
remedies,  among  which  I  may  mention  turpentine,  the 
aethereal  oil  of  male  fern,  and  the  bark  of  the  root  of  the 
I>omegranate,  I  have  found  the  kousso  to  surpass  them 
all.  If  my  experience  in  the  matter  may  be  trusted, 
kousso  is  at  once  more  frttal  to  the  taormf  and  less 
hurtful  to  many  than  any  of  these  medicines. 

The  following,  among  many  others  of  which  I  have 
preserved  notes,  are  good  illustrations  of  its  power,  and 
as  they  present  some  other  points  of  interest,  you  will, 
pct^ps»  gi^e  them  a  place  in  the  Journal, 
I  remain.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  BUDD. 

28,  Park  Street,  Bristol. 
Maieh.3,  ld52. 

Ca8rL 
Mary  McGowbn,  aged  48,  a  spare  and  emaciated- 
locking  woman,  and  the  mother  of  six  children,  was 
admitted  to  the  Bristol  Royal  Infirmary  on  the  4th  of 
October,  1850,  fbr  the  cure  of  tape-worm. 

Rst  discovered  that  she  was  voiding  joints  of  tape- 
dghteen  or  twenty  yeare  ago ;  has  been  infested 
I  the  parasite  ever  since,  and  although  she  has  not 
^mA  iay  acute  or  severe  illness  in  the  intervti,  her' 
fpnitxA  heillli  has  muok  stiflisred  in  oonsequebcft.  Has 
WweA  %»  many  years  past  in  a  house  in  Pemiywell 


Road,  but  lived  in  Castle  Street  when  the  worm  first 
made  its  appearance. 

Chirf  Symptonu. — Habitual  looseness  of  bowels; 
gnawing  pain,  with  a  sense  of  sinking  at  the  pit  oT  the 
stomach ;  a  tendency  to  fttintness ;  drowsiness  ;  a 
sensation  as  of  something  twisting  and  rolling  within 
the  belly;  itching  at  the  nose,  and  similar  but  less 
urgent  itching  at'  the  anus ;  winter  cough,  with  pro- 
fuse yellow  expectoration,  and,  of  late,  great  and  pro- 
gressive wasting.  (When  this  woman  first  came  under 
my  care,  these  last  features  of  her  case  were  so  strongly 
marked*  thai,  attended  as  they  were  by  diarrhoea,  it  was 
only  by  repeated  and  careful  examinations  of  the  chest 
that  I  satisfied  myself  she  was  not  phthieicaL) 

Has  taken  turpentine  in  large  doses  on  at  least 
twelve  different  occasions.  The  general  result  has 
been  the  discharge  of  a  considerable  length  of  worm, 
but  the  head  has  never  been  forthcoming,  or,  at  any 
rate,  has  never  been  found,  although  always  carefully 
sought  for.  Has  also  taken  bark  of  pomegranate  root, 
both  in  powder  and  in  decoction,  several  times,  but 
with  still  less  effect. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  after  a  twelve  hours'  rigid 
fast,  and  the  bowels  having  been  previously  well  cleared 
out  by  castor  oil,  kousso  was  administered  in  the  usual 
fashion  at  eight  in  the  morning.  In  the  afternoon,  the 
bowels  not  having  acted;  another  dose  of  castor  oil  was 
given.  In  about  an  hour  after  a  tape-worm  was 
voided,  including  the  head.  It  measured  ten  yards. 
It  was  remarked  that  the  broad  part  of  the  worm 
showed  a  little  movement  for  a  short  time  after  its 
expulsion. 

The  kousso  caused  no  griping  or  other  uneasiness, 
but  there  was  a  good  deal  of  internal  commotion  for  an 
hour  or  two  before  the  worm  came  away. 

On  my  seeing  this  woman  some  months  afterwards,  she 
had  grown  so  fat,  and  was  so  much  improved  in  appear- 
ance, that  I  scarcely  knew  her.  She  had  seen  nothing 
more  of  her  old  enemy ;  altikough  from  the  circum- 
stances in  which  she  was  living,  the  wonder  rather  was 
that  she  had  not  again  become  infested. 

To  the  preceding  history  I  have  now  to  add  the 
interesting  fact  that  this  parasite  has  fed  on  the  chyle 
of)  at  least,  three  successive  generations  of  this  family. 
Mary  Mc.Gowan's  mother  fostered  a  tape-worm  for 
many  years,  and  two  of  her  children  have  succeeded  to 
tbe  same  unenviable  distinction.  He  worm  has 
become  a  sort  of  heir-loom  to  the  frimily.  Soon  after 
her  own  cure,  the  mother  brought  one  of  these  chil- 
dren to  me,  and  also  some  fragments  of  worm  whidi 
the  child  had  discharged  the  same  morning.  It  is 
important  to  bear  in  mind  that  these  children  were 
both  bom  after  the  removal  of  the  mother  to  Penny weV 
Road. 

Facts  of  a  simQar  order  will  appear  in  the  succee-^ 
narratives.  To  those  who  have  seen  much  of^P^ 
worm,  they  will  be  no  novelty,  but  they  are  so  "^^'^T"!]^ 
in  relation  to  the  piopagation  al  this  creature  *****  ^^^ 
are  worthy  of  espedal  mention. 

Another  hat  of  intersst}  in  many  ways,  ^^^ 
MtiGttwm's  case,  wak  the  grenl  length  of  ti^  *'™« 
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which  her  intestmes  had  been  tenanted  by  the  worm. 
For  eighteen  or  twenty  years  fragments  had  been 
passing  from  her  at  short  intervals.  One  is  naturally 
carious  to  know  whether  this  long  period  represents 
the  life  of  a  single  individual)  or  the  aggregate  lives  of 
several  successors.  This  question,  interesting  as  it 
may  be,  is  one  which  we  cannot  hope  to  solve  by  direct 
observation.  Probabilities  would  seem  to  be  in  favour 
of  the  latter  view.  Twenty  years  seem,  at  ^ny  rate,  a 
monstrous  longevity  to  assume  for  so  simple  and  so 
prolific  an  organism.  Under  either  view,  ^en  one 
thinks  of  the  countless  myriads  of  ova  which  must  have 
been  discharged  from  this  woman  in  the  course  of  that 
time,  one  cannot  fail  to  be  struck^  with  the  prodigal 
nature  of  the  provisions  made  in  the  occurrence  of 
every  single  instance  for  the  maintenance  of  the  spedes. 
The  greater  number  of  these  ova  were,  no  doubt,  only 
cast  oflf  to  perish ;  but  we,  also,  have  the  case  of  the 
children  to  show,  that  by  channels  of  which  we  can  only 
guess,  and  under  forms  of  which  we  as  yet  know 
nothing,  but  by  sure  and  appointed  methods,  some 
among  them  had  again  found  their  way  back  to  the 
human  intestine. 

In  the  following  case  the  kousso  was  equally  effectual, 
at  the  cost  of  as  little  inconvenience  to  the  patient. 

Casb  II. 

Fredi  rick  Powell,  aged  17,  a  pallid  but  well-grown 
lad,  was  admitted  into  the  Bristol  Royal  Infirmary,  on 
the  15th  of  May,  1850,  suffering  under  a  painful 
condition  of  the  legs,  which  were  also  thickly  sprinkled 
with  pale  purpuric  spots.  On  the  26th  of  May  he 
became  affected  with  €u;ute  rheumatism,  which  proved 
very  severe,  and  was  attended  with  endo-pericarditis. 
During  his  convalescence  it  was  ncddentally  discovered 
that  he  was  passing  fragments  of  tape-worm.  Nothing 
before  had  ever  led  him  to  suspect  that  he  harboured 
this  parasite,  although  one  qf  hU  elder  brothere  had 
been  i^feeted  with  it  for  eome  years.  According  to  his 
own  report  he  had  always  ei^oyed  good  health,  had  not 
been  subject  to  loose  bowels,  and  bad  never  noticed 
itching  of  the  nose,  pain  of  the  belly,  drowsiness,  or 
any  of  the  other  symptoms,  common  in  persons  infested 
with  worms. 

On  tl.e  16th  of  July,  after  two  days  low  diet  and  a 
twelve  hour's  rigid  fast,  the  bowels  having  been  previously 
well  cleared  out  by  castor  oil,  a  full  dose  of  kousso 
was  given  at  a  quarter  before  nine  in  the  mommg.     It 
diJ  not  (au83  nausea^  nor  with  the  exception  of  a  slight 
biUcmes3  in  the  mouth,  any  other  disagreeable  sensa- 
tion.    At  a  quarter- past  one  he  voided  the  worm  tnclnd^ 
ing  its  head,  in  a  copious  loose  stool.    The  bdwels 
acted  once  afterwards  on  that  day,  but  no  more  frag- 
Tients  of  worm  were  passed,  nor  could  any  be  discovered 
^  several  copious  evacuations  which  were  procured 
^•)]lowing  day  by  the  administration  of  a  f^ll  dose  of 
*^^^*  oil.    The  operation  of  the    kousso    was  not 
A  lendei^^y  griping  or  any  other  unpleasant  feeling.     It 
™*y  be  wuth  remarkmg,  that  a  few  weeks  afterwards, 
'^J^eone  Unhtg  m  the  eome  locality,  moved  by  Um 
report  Wfjug  ^^^^^  applied  to  me  in  tiie  hope  of  getting 


quit  of  their  **famUiar"  on  the  same  easy  term.  I 
have  also,  since  th(ei\,  had  several  other  iniit«nce«  of 
tape-worm  from  the  same  immediate  neighbourhood. 

Casb  III. 

The  next  case  is  that  of  a  gentieman  who  had  been 
harassed  by  tape-worm  for  many  years,  and  who,  at 
my  suggestion,  purchased  in  Paris,  on  his  road  to 
Naples,  the  fiscile, means  of  its  expulsion.  Hie  retult 
is  recorded  in  the  following  brief  note  from  himsdf, 
written  about  a  month  after  reaching  his  destination  :— 

'*  The  second  morning  after  my  ani^,  I  took  the 
kousso,  and  in  less  than  one  hour  and  a  half  after,  and 
without  the  slightest  pain  or  inconvenience,  I  got  quit 
of  my  internal  monster,  about  forty  feet  long  and  one 
third  of  an  inch  wide.  I  now  feel  quite  another  man, 
and  have  a  voracious  appetite.  The  kousso  is  a  won- 
derful medicine,  truly,  and  should  be  made  universally 
known." 

Although  this  gentieman  does  not  specially  mention 
the  expulsion  qf  the  head,  the  ftct  reoentiy  communi- 
cated to  me,  that  he  has  seen  nothing  more  of  the 
worm,  may  be  taken  as  pretty  sure  evidence  that  this 
was  effected.  I  might  add  many  more  such  cases  in 
proof  of  the  easy  and  effectual  operation  of  this  remark- 
able remedy,  but  with  the  large  body  of  evidence  already 
on  record  to  the  same  effect,  these  are  perhaps  more 
than  enough. 

ft  will  be  better  in  all  ways,  and  oeitainly  more 
candid,  to  close  the  list  with  a  case  in  whidi  the  kouaao 
faUed. 

Case  IV. 

Elisa  Powell,  about  40  year«  old,  was  admitted 
to  the  Bristol  Royal  Infirmary,  on  the  3rd  of  Jvly, 
1851,  to  be  treated  for  tape- worm,  with  which  she  bad 
been  infested  for  a  period  of  six  years.  From  the  sequel 
there  might  have  been  some  doubt  that  she  still  bar* 
boured  the  worm,  had  she  not  brought  with  her  to  tiie 
hospital  about  a  week  before  her  admission,  some  frag- 
ments which  she  had  voided  the  same  morning.  She 
had  taken  turpentine  on  many  previous  occasions,  bat 
always  without  effiDct. 

On  the  day  of  her  admission  she  took  three  grains  of 
calomel,  and  five  grains  of  colocynth,  followed  by  castor 
oQ,  by  which  she  was  freely  purged. 

On  the  following  morning  the  kousso  was  givoi  in 
the  usual  manner;  but  being  vomitted  soon  after  it 
was  taken,  was  followed  by  no  result.  After  waiting  n 
day  in  order  to  recover  the  tone  of  the  stomadi,  it  vras 
given  a  second  time  after  the  same  manner  j  but  although 
it  was  now  retained,  it  did  not  cause  the  expulsion  of  s 
single  fragment  of  worm !  It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the 
Kthereal  oil  of  male  fern  was  administered  on  two  sab- 
seqnent  occasions  with  the  same  entirely  negativo 
result. 

Such  cases  as  these  are  rare,  but  were  they  wnoh 
more  common,  they  would  not  prove  tiiat  konsso  is  not 
a  remedy  for  tape-worm,  but  only  that  it  is  not  ktfaUMa, 
That  it  should  be  so  would  be  searoely  reaeonaUe  to 
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expect.  Excluding  the  fact  that  this,  like  other  drags, 
is  liable  to  ipoil,  even  where  ascertBhed  to  be  genuine, 
there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  worm  itself 
may  vary  much  in  tenacity  of  life,  according  to  its  age,  to 
the  periods  of  spedal  activity  or  otherwise,  in  the 
generative  function,  and  other  conditions  less  easy  to 
define.  That  many  cases  of  failure  have  to  be  thus  ex- 
plained would  appear  irom  the  fSeurt  that  where  the 
kousso  fails,  the  subsequent  administration  of  other 
anthelmintics  is  generally  found  to*be  equally  unsuc- 
cessful. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  add  anything  to  what  has 
already  been  suggested  by  others  with  the  view  the 
better  to  insure  the  action  of  the  drug.  A  preliminary 
fast,  and  a  purgative  to  clear  the  bowels  well  out,  so  as 
to  lay  the  worm  bare  to  the  action  of  the  poison,  are 
measures  of  which  the  motives  are  too  obvious  to  need 
to  be  specially  enforced.  It  is  probable,  however,  that 
the  choice  of  means  for  the  latter  object  is  not  a  matter 
of  Indifference.  Of  all  these  means,  castor  oU  is  per- 
haps the  best.  More  drastic  purgatives,  without  adding 
anything  to  the  efficacy  of  the  vermifuge^  tend  to  make 
the  stomach  intolerant  of  its  presence.  A  course  of 
quinine  or  some  other  bitter  medicine,  for  a  week  or 
ten  days  before  giving  the  specific,  seems,  by  lowering 
the  health  of  the  worm,  to  render  it  a  more  easy  victim. 
It  is  an  old  observation,  as  the  name  of  one  of  our 
garden  herbs  testifies, — that  worms  generally,  are 
intolerant  of  hitters. 

Finally,  my  own  experience  entirely  confirms  that  of 
others,  to  the  effect  that  all  remedies  are  more  deadly 
to  tape-worm  at  those  times  (which  recur  more  or  less 
periodically,)  when  the  animal  is  spontaneously  shedding 
joints.^ 

These  are,  in  effect,  as  the  fact  i^lf  shows,  times  of 
especial  activity  in  the  work  of  impregnation  and  matu- 
ration, and  it  is  consistent  with  all  analogy  as  well  as 
reason,  to  suppose  that  this  process  is  a  cause  of  weak- 
ness and  exhaustion  to  the  parent. 

If  all  the  conditions  here  enumerated  be  well  fulfilled, 
and  if  the  drqg  itself  be  good  and  genuine,  there  is 
experience  enough  to  show  that  the  cases  will  be  com- 
paratively few  in  which  its  administration  will  not  be 
qieedily  followed  by  the  expulsion  of  the  parasite. 
B«t,  admitting  all  this,  it  appeal^  from  other  con- 
siderations to  be  equally  certain,  that  in  whatever 
abundance  nature  may  supply  the  plant,  its  employment 
cannot  insure  us  against  the  return  of  tape- worm  in  the 
same  individual,  and  still  less  provides  the  means  for 
the  extermination  of  this  or  any  other  species  of  worm 
among  any  given  people.  This  would  seem  probable 
on  the  most  general  grounds,  and  is  entirely  borne  out 
by  what  experience  has  taught  us  in  parallel  cases. 
Snlphiir  has  long  been  known  as  a  specific  for  itch,  but 
itch,  althtragh  less  common,  perhaps,  than  in  the  days 
of  King  James,  is,  nevertheless,  far  from  extinct. 
In  all  matters  of  this  kind  we  are  naturally  prone  to 
judge  em  analogid  hommU  Instead  of  mp  analogid  ynherti. 
The  more  we  reflect  on  the  subiect  under  the  larger 
Tiev,  and,  it  may  be  added,  the  greater  the  amount  of 
diraet  experience  we  acCTimwlate  upon  it,  the 


evident  it  becomes  how  very  difficult  it  is  to  defeat  the 
wonderful  but  unerring  provisions  by  which  the  con- 
tfaiuanee  of  living  species  is  maintained,  in  spite  of  the 
enemies  by  which  all  species  are  surrounded.  Not 
only  is  this  as  true  of  the  lowest  and  meanest  parasite 
as  of  the  highest  order  of  creatures,  but  the  lower  the 
type  the  greater  the  difficulty  becomes.  Especially 
greater  must  it  be,  therefore,  in  the  case  of  these  intes- 
tinal worms,  which,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of 
certain  fishes,  possess  a  fertility  which  is  unknown 
elsewhere  in  the  animal  kingdom. 

Eshrjcht  computed  that  a  single  specimen  of  the 
common  (uearia  Iwmbricoidee  contained  64,000,000 
eggs.  The  tape-worm  is  Immeasurably  more  prolific 
still.  According  to  Professor  Owen  the  tisma  eolium 
and  the  hoihriocephalus  latus  present  a  more  extensive 
development  and  preponderance  of  the  generative  system 
than  is  to  be  found  in  any  other  living  animal ;  in  fieurt, 
he  says,  (and  the  observation  is  one  which  any  one  may 
readily  make  for  himself,)  *'  there  is  scarcely  space  left  in 
the  hinder  joints  of  the  tape-worm  for  the  organs  of 
any  of  the  other  systems." 

We  have  only  to  consider,  in  addition  to  the  countless 
numbers  of  these  ova,  their  hard  crusts  and  shellSf  and 
their  wonderful  tenacity  of  latent  life,  to  see  what  large 
conditions  the  extermination  of  this  worm  implies. 
How  utterly  inadequate  the  kousso  must  be  to  such  a 
work  as  this,  becomes  still  further  evident  when  we 
reflect  that,  poisonous  as  experience  has  shown  this 
pl&nt  to  be,  to  the  head  of  the  tape- worm,  there  is 
nothing  to  show  that  it  has  any  similar  power  over  the 
egg.  From  the  wide  difference  between  the  organization 
of  these  two  parts,  and,  still  more,  from  the  care  with 
which  (if  one  may  so  speak)  the  egg  has  been  guarded 
by  peculiar  and  special  provisions  from  the  action  of 
noxious  agents,  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  drug  is  harmless  to  it.  So  that,  (assuming  this  to  be 
the  case,)  in  the  very  act  of  destruction,  the  dead  worm 
carries  with  it  to  its  grave  the  spawn  of  a  thousand 
successors.  To  speak  the  truth,  however,  the  case  as 
here  stated  i»  still  short  of  the  fact.  Kousso  is  seldom 
taken,  even  I  presume  in  Abyssinnia,  until  worms  have 
given  by  their  presence  in  the  intestinal  discharges,  the 
only  sure  presumption  of  their  existence  in  the  intestine 
of  the  Infested  subject.  By  the  very  act,  therefore,  which 
leads  to  the  administration  of  the  spedfic,  the  casting 
out,  namely,  of  myriads  of  mature  ova,  the  parasite 
has  already  pfovided  the  conditions  for  its  future 
propagisttion. 

To  look  for  the  extermination  of  a  creature  multi- 
plying by  methods  such  as  these,  at  the  hands  of  an 
agent  which  only  kills  the  individual  worm,  would  be 
about  as  reasonable  as  to  look  for  the  extermination  of 
thistles  by  rooting  up  the  plant  after  it  has  cast  its 
seed.  It  IS  of  little  avail  to  slay  the  dragon,  if  you  sow 
the  dragon's  teeth. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remind  those  who  have 
studied  the  subject  as  naturalists,  that  the  extrusion  of 
these  ova  is  necessary  to  carry  forward  the  work  of 
propagation.  It  is  not  in  their  nature  to  grow  up  in 
the  place  of  their  birth  to  the  Ukeness  of  tfaeur  parent. 
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If,  for  this  end,  the  remote  offspring  of  theee  ova  must 
again  find  their  way  back  at  some  future  period  to  the 
human  intQrtine,  it  is  equally  necessary  to  the  early 
phases  of  that  cycle  of  development  by  which  this  comes 
to  pass,  that  they  should  be  first  cast  out  into  other 
media. 

In  the  case  of  tape-worm  the  periodical  shedding 
and  discbarge  of  joints  In  a  state  of  maturation,  and 
laden  with  ova,  specially  protected  by  hard  crusts  from 
all  common  causes  of  destruction,  would  be  of  itself, 
f  even  were  there  no  other  evidence,  all  but  sufficient  to 
prove  this.  Under  any  other  view  we  should  have  to 
suppose  that  the  great  function  which  well  nigh  monopo- 
lises the  substance  of  tiie  animal,  and  which  seems  to 
he  the  chief  purpose  6f  its  Hfe,  is  a  function  without 
object. 

Again,  if  the  ova  had  the  capacity  to  grow  up  into 
the  perfect  worm,  without  leaving  their  first  nidus,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  conceive  that  tape-worm  should 
ever  be  as  in  the  rule  we  find  it,,  and  as  its  designation 
bespeaks,  a  solitary  animal.  Countless  swarms  on  the 
contrary,  should  then  have  peopled  the  intestine.  I 
believe  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  the  intermediate  forms 
tiuroi^  wIhA  the  egg  passes  in  its  transit  back  to  its 
original  habitat  we  at  present  unknown.  From  recent 
discoveries  in  neighbouring  fiel^  we  may  conjecture  that 
they  are  neither  few  nor  simple.  That  they  must  deviate 
widely  from  the  parent  type  is  plain  enough.*  These 
are,  however,  questions  which  concern  the  naturalist 
more  than  the  physician,  and  are,  besides,  foreign  to  the 
object  of  this  communication.  Otherwise  it  would 
have  been  easy  to  show  that  facts  like  those  recorded  in 
some  of  the  preceding  histories — and  I  may  mention 
especially  that  of  Mary  McGowen  and  her  children — 
might  be  of  some  value  to  the  investigation.  It  must 
not  be  supposed  that  such  facts  are  exceptional.  On 
the  contrary,  in  so  far  as  they  are  examples  of  cases  of 
tape-worm  occurring  in  groups,  they  only  express  the 
result  of  gieneral  experience.  I  could  easily  point  out 
particular  districts  in  Bristol  where  tape-worm  is 
endemic.  Indeed  it  seldom  occurs  to  me  to  succeed  in 
procuring  the  expulsion  of  one  of  these  parasites  with- 
out receiving  soon  after  many  applications  fh)m  other 
rafFerers  from  the  same  immediate  neighbourhood,  and 
it  is  by  no  means  rare  to  meet  with  two  or  three  infested 
persons  from  among  members  of  the  same  household. 


*  VnfoitnaMUif,  from  the  wy  ntthire  •£  the  eee^  the  aefaOe  qf  the 
Bdfretioii,  coaaiclered  aa  ea  ohjeet  of  aehtiel  hietorf,  herdly  adirit  of 
Bdng  directly  followed  oat.  It  he*  oecwted  to  me,  howefer,  vhethcr  the 
iWcqltiee  which  lie  In  the  way  «f  direct  obaerrstion  mif ht  mit  be  got 
over  hj  expeiimeot.  By  pUcipg  fnfiiiente  of  tepe-wom  laden  with 
matnre  ova  tn  conditione  dotely  imitailnf  those  Into  whieh  they  paaa  ia 
the  "mrrr^  eoane  of  UiinKi,it  might  he  poaiibletoniuee  lome  of  these 
oirainto  higher  forms,  and  thus  to  supply  some  of  the  links  which  con- 
aeet  them  with  the  fntnre  worm;  The  inqviry  is  not,  it  most  be  owned, 
cilhv  MMBTj  or  invitiag,  bat  the  intiroM  of  the  rcmiUa  in  viewwonld 
probably  more  than  repay  the  trials  of  the  intestigatioa. 


28,  Park  Street,  Bristol. 


CASE  OF  ILEV  WITH    LONG-CONTIKUiSD 
OBSTRUCTION. 

By  JOHN    SODEN,    Esa..  F.B.C.S., 

svBoaoa  «o  vsa  mth  ^msaAb  uoantti^ 
RtU  mt  th9  Qaaresrilr  Mttttmg  ^tkt  Bmtk  mmdBrUtaiBrmmdk,lhc  iMSIb 


Thb  subject  of  the  following  case  is  a  gentknaa 
about  63  years  of^  age,  short  in  stature,  of  a  nevroos 
sanguine  temperament,  and  of  active  and  extrenely 
temperate  habits.  For  the  last  twenty  years  he  hss 
enjoyed  uninterrupted  good  health;  he  had  previously 
suffered  from  the  effects  of  hot  climate  in  the  West 
Indies. 

On  October  16th,  1851,  feeling  indisposed,  and  for  a 
short  time  previously  his  digestion  having  been  out  of 
order,  he  took  an  active  aperient.  It  affected  him 
with  unusual  severity,  continuing  in  operation  till  the 
morning  of  the  following  day.  He  was  then  snfficieDfiy 
well  to  occupy  himself  in  his  garden,  where  he  wis 
sometimes  engaged  standing  about  and  asBJHting  m 
planting.  At  dinner  he  eat  a  small  quantity  of 
meat.  Soon  afterwards  he  was  seized  with  vidleat 
spasmodic  pain  in  the  abdomen.  He  took  a  lai^ge  dose 
of  castor  oil  with  a  few  drops  of  laudanum,  but  in^ 
effectually;  an  emetic  of  ipecacuanha  waa  then  tried 
with  no  better  result.  There  was  no  disposition*  to 
sickness  and  the  emetic  action  was  not  easily  indooed. 
An  enema  of  warm  water  and  a  warm  hip-bath  wot 
next  had  recourse  to,  but  with  no  immediate  relieL 
Towards  evening,  however,  he  became  gradually  better, 
and  passed  a  tolerable  night.  On  the  foUowiog  i 
the  pain  returned  with  the  same  severity,  and  I 
saw  him  for  the  first  time. 

This  was  on  the  18th.  I  found  my  patient  in  aa 
alarming  condition.  There  was  now  frequent  vomitings 
the  matters  ejected  being  of  a  dark  colour  and  veij 
offensive,  as  was  also  the  breath. 

The  attacks  of  spasm  were  intense ;  there  w«a  an 
anxious  expression  of  countenance,  and  proatration  of 
the  nervous  power  seemed  already  hnpending.  On 
examination  there  was  a  general  sense  of  tendenMH 
about  the  umbilicus,  and  chiefly  on  the  left  aidsi 
attended  in  this  position  by  marked  dulneas  on 
sion ;  however,  neither  the  dnlness  nor  the 
were  sufficiently  circumscribed -to  indicate  the  pvecisa 
seat  of  the  constriction,  supposing  sudi  to  cxiat.  I 
should  mention  that  the  patient  waa  the  snbject  of  an 
inguinal  hernia,  end,  that  in  spite  of  the  large  dose  vi 
oil  (one  ounce)  that  had  been  admimstered,  there  had 
been  no  passage  from  the  bowels  since  the  commeaoe- 
ment  of  the  attack.  Uncertain  whether  I  had  to  desl 
with  an  internal  hernia  or  an  attack  of  ileus,  I  at  ones 
determined  to  abstain  from  all  aperient  medicine,  and  I 
prescribed  small  doses  of  calomel  and  opiom  to  be 
administered  every  two  hours.  Mustvd  ponltioea,  «m1 
sodi  other  local  means  were  used  as  seemed  to  affnd 
alleviation.  In  the  evening  he  was  no  better,  and  Ae 
ejeotkns  were  now  of  a  most  suspioloos  appeaxanea. 
I  directed  the  pills  to  be  oontimied,  with  an 
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quantity  of  opiam.     I  was  also  indnced  to  try  the  effect 
of  a  tarpentine  enema. 

19th. — ^There  is  no  amendment,  but  rather  an 
aggravation  of  the  symptoms,  with  the  addition  of  hie- 
cough.  The  enema  was  retained  for  some  time^  but 
returned  unmixed  with  fleeces,  and  without  producing 
any  sensible  effect.  The  matters  vomited  are  now 
purely  foecal.  The  countenance  is  more  sunk,  the 
prostration  very  great,  and  the  case  presents  altogether 
the  worst  possible  aspect. 

I  felt  that  there  was  nothing  more  to  be  done  in  the 
way  of  active  means,  and  that  it  would  not  be  prudent 
to  carry  the  mercurial  action  further,  though  the  pills 
had  appeared  to  agree  in  invariably  prolonging  after 
each  dose  the  interval  from  spasm  and  vomiting.  I 
now  purposed  to  administer  one  more  opiate  without 
the  calomel,  and  then  to  strictly  follow  out  the  ex- 
pectant course  of  treatment,  not  allowing  anything  to 
go  into  the  stomach,  and  to  abide  the  issue.  I  should 
mention,  that  early  in  the  morning  I  had  made  another 
trial  with  the  injection.  I  passed  a  long  flexible  tube 
into  the  bowel,  to  the  extent  of  sbout  twelve  inches, 
and  threw  up  as  much  warm  water  as  the  patient  could 
bear,  trusting,  that  if  the  disease  arose  from  any 
mechanical  cause,  some  relief  might  be  afforded  by  this 
measure.  The  operation  was  effected  without  any 
difficulty  or  distress  to  the  patient  beyond  the  incon- 
venience of  the  distension  of  the  bowel,  but  no  result 
ensued ;  the  water  came  away  perfectly  clear. 

Before  putting  in  force  the  plan  of  treatment  I  have 
indicated,  I  requested  a  consultation,  and  Mr.  Gore 
was  called  in.  Mr.  Gore  saw  the  patient  with  me 
between  two  and  three  p.m,  nearly  forty-eight  hours 
from  the  commencement  of  the  attack.  He  entertained 
a  most  unfavourable  view  of  the  case ;  his  impression 
was  against  the  idea  of  an  internal  strangulation  from  a 
mecUaQical  cause,  and  he  rather  considered  that  the 
symptoms  indicated  an  inflammatory  state,  of  a  low 
type,  of  some  portion  of.  the  bowel,  but  that  any 
opinion  on  the  point  could  only  be  speculative  and 
most  uncertain. 

Up  to  this  moment  there  had  been  no  reaction  of  a 
febrile  character ;  the  skin  had  remained  cool  through- 
out ;  the  pulse  very  low  but  not  rapid ;  the  general 
symptoms  had  been  those  of  a  steadily  progressing 
fiaJiaastion.  The  powers  were  so  low  and  the  disposition 
to  sickness  so  frequent,  that  Mr.  Gore  thought  the 
effect  of  the  opiate  I  had  proposed  would  be  doubtful, 
and  that  the  safer  course  would  be  to  follow  out  the 
expectant  plan,  without  its  administration.  He  also 
saggested  that  a  drop  of  Scheele's  prussic  acid  should 
be  occasionally  administered,  and  that  instead  of  cooling 
the  mouth  from  time  to  time  with  cold  liquids,  the 
patient  should  be  permitted  to  suck  a  lump  of  cold  ice. 
20th. — On  visiting  my  patient  early  this  morning,  I 
was  glad  to  find  him  still  alive  and  apparently  in  much 
tbo  same  state.  The  ice  was  most  grateful  to  him,  and 
Jbe  also  found  a  soothing  influence  from  the  prussic  add. 
HFhether  it  was  really  of  any  use,  or  whether  the  pleasur- 
able sensation  was  attributable  to  the  teaspoonful  of  cold 
wa^er  in  which  it  was  exhibited,  I  could  not  determine. 


The  vomiting  continues  at  the  same  intervals ;  it  is 
much  less  in  quantity,  from  the  empty  condition  in 
which  the  stomach  has  been  kept^  but  still  stercoraceous. 
The  spasms  have  decidedly  abated  both  in  frequency 
and  force.  The  same  treatment  to  be  steadily  continued. 

21st. — The  vomiting  has  not  been  stercoraceous  since 
last  evening;  the  symptoms  are  all  materially  lessened, 
but  great  exhaustion  is  present. 

7  P.M. — Great  restlessness ;  voice  weak  and  husky  ; 
throwing  about  of  the  arms.  With  these  warnings  I 
considered  it  absolutely  necessary  to  administer  some 
nourishment,  and  I  commenced  with  a  little  barley- 
water  and  gniel. 

22nd. — No  return  of  vomiting ;  the  small  quantity 
of  gruel  taken  has  been  borne,  and  the  patient  is  not 
weaker  to-day. 

23rd. — Scarcely  anything  was  swallowed  yesterday ; 
this  morning's  report  is  still  favourable  as  far  as  relates 
to  the  local  symptoms,  and  the  abdomen,  which  has 
never  been  inordinately  distended,  is  now  perfectly  flat ; 
the  signs  of  increasing  debility  are  again  more  evident, 
and,  in  addition,  there  is  some  excitement  of  the  head, 
heat  and  flushing,  with  a  disposition  to  be  talkative, 
verging  on  delirium.  A  very  few  teaspoonfuls  of 
chicken  broth  to  be  occasionally  administered. 

24th. — Much  the  same;  the  same  plan  to  be  con- 
tinued. 

25th. — ^The  excitement  continues  rather  distressinglyjt 
with  craving  for  food,  and  for  some  hours  broth  and 
arrowroot  have  been  taken  much  more  freely,  the 
consequence  is,  fulness  in  tlie  epigastrium,  sense  of 
sickness,  and  return  of  pain.  It  is  evident  that  nothing 
can  pass  through  the  bowel. 

.  26th. — To  my  surprise  the  patient  is  much  improved 
this  morning ;  free  vomiting,  which  is  not  stercoraceous, . 
has  relieved  the  distress  of  yesterday ;  he  is  calm,  and 
free  from  pain,  but  greatly  exhausted.  He  is  now  suffi- 
ciently collected  to  be  made  aware  of  the  impbrtance  of 
his  abstaining  from  every  kind  of  food,  and  with  great 
resolution  is  determined  to  submit  to  that  privation, 
or  to  any  other  treatment  that  may  be  proposed.  The 
only  chance  seems  to  be  to  support  life  by  injections. 
The  plan  has  not  hitherto  been  adopted,  from  the 
patient's  excited  condition,  and  his  strong  objection 
on  account  of  painful  piles,  and  a  difficulty  that  he  is 
now  experiencing  in  passing  water,  and  for  the  last 
few  days  he  has  not  been  in  a  state  to  be  reasoned  with 
on  the  subject.  Half  a  pint  of  strong  beef-tea,  with 
four  drops  of  laudanum,  to  be  administered  per  anumi 
twice  or  three  times  a  day.  The  ice  and  prussic  acid, 
which  are  still  very  grateful,  to  be  continaed. 

30th. — The  injections  have  been  regularly  adminis- 
tered, and  have  answered  admirably ;  they  have  never 
returned.  There  has  been  neither  pain  nor  sickness,  and 
the  small  quantity  of  laudanum  appears  to  have  exerted 
a  general  soothing  influence.  The  patient's  aspect  is 
improved,  and  in  point  of  strength  he  does  not  lose 
ground,  though  the  rule  of  abstinence  has  been  rigidly 
maintained.  There  is  also  further  evidence  of  amend- 
ment, if  it  may  be  trusted.  At  six  o'clock  this  morning 
the  bowels  were  moved  for  the  first  time  from 
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commenoement  of  the  attack,  on  the  17  th  of  October, 
thirteen  days  ago;  the  stool  isliquid^  small  in  quantity, 
and  healthy  in  appearance.  The  treatment  to  be 
continued. 

November  Ist. — ^The  bowels  have  again  acted  this 
morning,  and  the  character  of  the  evacnadon  leaves  no 
doubt  that  it  cannot  have  been  merely  the  accamolated 
contents  of  the  rectum  from  the  injections. 

From  this  date  the  case  was  straightforward.  The 
utmost  caution  was  pursued  in  the  administration  of 
food,  and  no  relapse*  interfered  with  a  gradual  and 
progressive  convalescence. 

The  attention  of  the  profession  has  latterly  been 
much  directed  towards  cases  of  this  description,  with  a 
view  to  their  relief  by  operative  means,  where  the 
symptoms  appear  to  depend  on  mechanical  causes.  It 
would  be  a  great  boon  if  some  dear  diagnostic  sign  of 
distinction  cotild  be  shown  to  exist  between  the  effects 
of  an  internal  strangulation,  and  the  paralysis  induced 
f u  its  functions  by  an  inflamed  condition  of  a  portion 
of  the  bowel.  I  fear  the  case  I  have  just  read  will  not 
tend  to  elucidate  this  difficulty.  From  reviewing  the 
history  of  my  patient's  malady,  I  am  totally  at  a  loss 
to  say  in  what  it  differs  from  those  of  persons  in  whom 
some  accidental  stricture  waa  proved  to  exist.  In  cases 
of  the  latter  kind  the  pain  and  tenderness  may  sometimes 
be  more  definite,  but  this  is  by  no  means  a  rule. 
There  is  nothing  to  be  observed  in  the  more  tardy  or 
violent  onset  of  the  symptoms ;  in  both  they  come  on 
vritli  equal  vic^tenoe,  and  with  equally  rapid  effect  upon 
the  powers  of  life.  In  both  there  is  the  permanence 
of  the  prostration  so  long  as  the  bowel  is  impervious, 
and  the  continued  absence  of  reactionary  fever.  Trace 
the  individual  signs,  the  flatulence,  the  character  of  the 
spasms,  the  hiccough,  the  stercoraceous  vomiting,  &c., 
and  the  analogy  becomes  only  the  more  complete. 

I  have,  therefore,  I  regret  to  say,  no  other  practical 
deduction^  to  bring  forward  than  the  testimony  this 
case  affords,  of  the  favourable  result  that  sometimes 
attends  the  resources  of  nature  in  cases  of  intestinal 
obitnictiou  where  art  is  of  no  avail. 


NOTES 

OS  THB 

TREATMENT  OP  CURABLE  DISEASES.* 
Bt   W.  S.  OKE,   M.D., 

Jl«y«l  Bomtk  Hamtt  Iii/Srmmrv,  ^. 

PoKKiGO  Scutulata.    (Ringworm.) 

Ringworm  is  primarily  a  local  disease,  appearing  in 
annular  patches.  It  most  frequently  infests  the  scalp, 
although  it  sometimes  occurs  also  on  other  parts  of  the 
snrfiuse  of  the  body,  where  the  rings  are  generally  of  a 


'  CmtiBMa  from  p«ge  8S. 


larger  size.  This  disease  is  of  a  contagious  character, 
and  hence  when  it  commences  in  a  community  of 
children,  tnch.  as  a  school,  it  hardly  ever  fails  Co  infect 
the  whole  establishment,  through  the  medium  of  hais^ 
caps,  combs,  &c.,  or  by  contact. 

When  this  kind  of  porrigo  takes  place  upon  any  part 
of  the  surfece  not  covered  with  hair,  it  is  easily  recog- 
nised, and  can  be  at  once  destroyed  by  the  application 
of  lunar  caustic;  and  doubtless  the  same  remedy  would 
be  equally  successful  on  the  scalp,  but  it  generally 
happens  that  in  such  a  hiding  place,  before  the  medical 
attendant  is  Called  in  to  take  charge  of  the  case,  the 
disease  has  got  possession  of  an  extensive  portion  of 
the  cranial  region,  and  often,  for  a  length  of  time,  bida 
defiance  to  medical  skill. 

When  porrigo  scutulata  is  first  discovered  upon  the 
scalp,  the  whole  of  the  hair  should  be  carefully,  and  as 
closely  as  possible,  clipped  off,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
extent  of  the  disease ;  and  should  there  be  only  a  few 
patches,  they  should  be  touched  with  the  nitrate  of 
silver,  wetted  with  water,  every  other  day. 

If  the  scalp  be  ^tensively  affected,  the  lotion  (1) 
may  be  substituted,  and  applied  with  a  camel's  hair  • 
brush.  I  have  seen  instances  of  the  eruption  exceeding 
the  boundary  of  the  hair,  and  reddening  a  oonsiderabla 
portion  of  the  skin  of  the  forehead,  in  which  a  solution 
of  the  chloride  of  lime  was  successful,  although  the 
cases  were  of  long  standing,  as  in  2. 

1. — ^R.  Aiijenti  Nitratis,  gr.  xz. 
Acidi  Nitrici,  gtt.  vj. 
Aquae  Purs,  oz.  j. 
Misce  fiat  lotio. 

2. — R.  Solutionis  Chloridi  Calcii,  oz.  iij. 
Aqua  Samb.  Flor.,  oz.  j. 
Aquae  Purse,  oz.  ij. 
Misoe  fiat  lotio  bis  quotidie  bene  applicanda. 

When  the  disease  has  degenerated  into  an  inve(«l:«te     * 
character,  with  acrid  favi  involving  the  fellides  of  the 
hairs,  it  becomes  most  obstinate,  resisting  almost  every 
remedy ;  but  even  in  this  state  the  disease  may  some- 
times be  removed  by  the  alkaline  lotion 

3.-*-Il.  Potassse  Carbonatis,  oz.  j. 
Aquae  Fluvialis  Oct.,  g. 
Misce  fiat  lotio  bis  die,  rasis  capiUis,  capiti  appticanda. 

Daring  the  local  treatment  the  constitution  must  not 
be. overlooked^  and  if  in  anywise  disordered,  must  be 
treated  according  to  drcumstances.  4  will  be  found  e 
good  alterative. 

4. — R.  Hydrargyri  cum  GretA,  gr.  iij. 
Antimonii  Oxysulphureti,  gr.  j. 
Misce  fiat  dosis,  altemis  noctibus  sumend  in  meUie 
pauxUlo. 

ECZBMA  OF   THE   LbOS. 

This  kind  of  eczema  is  generally  met  with  in  dderiiy 
penons  after  the  age  of  50  years,  and  often  occapiea 
the  whole  or  greater  part  of  the  space  between  tile 
knees  and  ankles.  In  the  acute  form  the  skin  is  of  e 
bright  red  colour,  but  when  it  has  become  chronic.  It 
assnmes  a  venous  Or  purple  hue.  There  is,  in  naoit 
I  profuse  fierous  discharge  from  the  vendflB^ 
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wliich  thickens,  and  forms  scabs,  and,  as  these  are 
loosened  by  the  continued  discharge  beneath  them, 
they  fall  off,  leaving  the  snrfdoe  of  the  leg  painful  and 
Taw  tUl  it  scabs  over  again  in  the  same  manner.  The 
legu  are  somewhat  swollen,  and  the  ankles  and  feet 
more  or  less  cedematous. 

Unless  the  constant  irritation  and  pain  attending  the 
disease  prevent  sleep,  the  system  is  not  much  disturbed, 
indeed  it  may  be  sometimes  relieved  by  the  outbreak. 
Various  local  remedies  have  been  used  for  the  cure  of  this 
eruption,  in  tiie  way  of  ointments,  fomentations,  lotions, 
ate.,  but  most  of  these  rather  aggravate  than  relieve  it, 
and  cannot  be  borne  long.  The  application  which  I 
have  found  most  beneficial,  is  a  bread-and-water  poultice, 
with  its  surface  spread  with  the  &esh  ointment  of 
elder-flowers. 

Obm. — ^A  clergyman,  of  delicate  habit,  and  upwards 
of  70  years- of  age,  became  affected  with  eczema  on  both 
legs  to  a  considerable  extent.  He  was  treated  with 
Tarious  remedies,  both  internal  and  external,  but  all 
were  unavailing,  and  appeared  to  increase  rather  than 
diminish  the  pain  and  irritation.  His  legs  were  red 
and  swollen,  and  his  feet  cedematous.  He  could  get 
no  sleep,  his  appetite  &iled,  the  circulation  was  feeble, 
and  he  became  alarmingly  debilitated.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  resolved  to  wrap  each  leg  in  a  large  and 
smooth  tiread-and-water  poultice,  having  its  surface 
smeared  with  fresh  elder  ^flower  ointment,  and  repeated 
twice  a  day.  It  was  at  once  evident  that  this  was  the 
remedy.  The  application  was  felt  to  be  comfortable ; 
file  pain  and  irritation  soon  ceased,  and  allowed  him  to 
take  rest ;  his  appetite  returned,  and  his  general  health 
improved.  By  continuing  the  poultices  the  inflammation 
of  the  legs,  and  the  cedematous  state  of  the  feet,  rapidly 
subsided,  and  in  about  a  fortnight  the  treatment  was 
Intended  with  complete  success. 

The  good  effect  of  a  poultice  very  much  depends 
npon  the  way  in  which  it  is  made.  It  should  be  pre- 
pared in  the  following  manner : — Crumble  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  white  bread,  as  finely  as  possible,  into  a 
good  sized  basin ;  then  add  boiling  water,  by  little  and 
little,  and  at  the, same  time  stir  and  mix  the  mass  with 
a  wooden  spoon  till  it  becomes  a  soft  pulp.  The  poultice 
Is  to  be  spread  on  a  napkin,  or  on  line;^  cloth,  about  a 
fhird  of  an  inch  deep,  and  of  an  equal  thickness 
throughout.  Fresh  elder-flower  ointment,  or  whatever 
unctuous  matter  is  made  use  of,  should  be  smeared 
upon  its  surface,  which  will  keep  the  poultice  moist, 
and  preveq^  it  from  adhering  to  the  skin.  When  sores 
on  the  skin  are  of  an  irritating  character,  fresh  oint- 
jnent,  made  with  elder-flowers,  will  be  found  to  add  to 
the  soothing  property  of  a  poultice,  but  if  not  recent, 
it  trill  become  an  irritant,  and  aggravate  the  disease. 

If  the  eczematous  outbreak  take  place  in  a  full  habit, 
the  pill  (1)  and  the  mixture  (2)  will  sometimes  greatly 
conduce  to  its  removal. 

1.— R.  pa.  Hydrarg.  Chlor.  Comp.,  gr.  v. 
Flat  Pil.  omni  altem&  nocte  sumenda. 

2. — R.  MagnesiK  Carb.,  dr.  iss. 
Magnes.  Sulphatis,  dr.  vj. 
Spir.  .£theris  Nitrici.,  dr.  ilj. 


Aquse  Cinnamon.,  oz.  ss. 
Aquse  DestillatKj  oz.,  t. 
Misce  Cap.  coclilfearia  large  duo  omni  mane  et  meridie. 

The  Plummer's  pill  should  always  be  taken  in  a  soft 
state,  otherwise  it  will  pass  through    the  intestinal 
canal  without  being  broken   down  by  the  digestive* 
process. 

In  chronic  eczema, '  where  the  skin  is  of  a  dark 
venous  colour,  inactive,  and  without  much  heat,  the 
poultice  will  be  too  sedative  to  be  continued  for  any 
time ;  and.  therefore,  as  soon  as  it  has  soothed  the 
cuticular  irritation,  and  cleared  the  surface  of  scabs,  it 
should  be  discontinued,  and  the  morbid  skin  dredged 
with  flour  %rioe  a  day.  This  will  soon  become  encrusted, 
support  the  ritality  of  the  integument,  exclude  the  air, 
and  allow  the  suriaoe  to  heal ;  so  that  when  the  crusts 
are  detached  and  fall  off,  the  cuticle  wiU  be  found 
restored. 

Cate. — I  was  requested  to  see  a  lady  of  advanced 
age,  who  had  been  affected  with  chronic  eczema  for 
some  time  on  both  legs.  The  cuticular  surface  was  of 
a  dark  venous  colour,  and  disdiarged  a  watery  fluid, 
which  formed  scabs.  The  ankles  and  dorsal  parts  of 
the  feet  were  somewhat  cedematous;  but  the  system 
was  undisturbed.  It  was  decided  to  try  the  poultice 
above  described,  and  continue  the  liquor  potasssB,  whidi 
had  been  before  taken.  The  local  treatment  was  foiml 
comfortable  and  soothing,  and  in  about  a  fortnight 
removed  the  oedema.  The  cutide.  however,  showed 
no  disposition  to  heal,  and  the  temperature  of  the 
surface  became  so  lowered  that  it  was  deemed  necessary 
to  discontinue  the  poultice,  to  dredge  the  legs  twice  a 
day  with  flour,  and  to  substitute  the  nitro-muriatic 
acid  for  the  liquor  potassie.  The  flour  agreed  well, 
and  soon  formed  crusts  over  tiie  whole  of  the  disease, 
which  were  not  disturbed ;  and  as  they  loosened  and 
fell  off  the  cuticle  was  found  restored. 

ScABiBs.  (Itch.) 

Itch  is  an  eruption  of  a  local  character,  said  to  be 
produced  by  the  irritation  of  an  animalcule  called 
"acarua  aeidnei"  The  eruption  is  sometimes  small 
and  vesicular,  and  at  others  comparatively  large  and 
pustular.  It  is,  in  either  case,  contagious,  and  appears 
principally  between  the  fingers  and  toes  and  in  the 
flexures  of  the  larger  joints. 

Nothing  is  more  easy  than  to  diagnose  this  disease; 
and  yet  it  is  remarkable,  amongst  the  better  classes, 
how  long  a  time  will  often  be  suffered  to  elapse  before  the 
proper  remedy  is  applied,  simply  from  an  obstinate 
scepticism  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  who  is  naturally 
anxious  to  escape  the  odium  of  having  caught  such  a 
disease,  as  well  as  the  annoyance  of  using  the  remedy 
necessary  for  its  removal.  In  order  to  avoid  the 
unpopular  smell  of  sulphur,  many  remedies  have  been 
recommended  for  the  cure  of  scabies,  such  as  the  white 
hellebore  root,  the  nitrate  of  potash,  dilute  sulphuric 
acid,  &c. ;  but  neither  of  these  can  be  depended  upon, 
and  they  almost  always  fail  to  eradicate  the  disease. 
Mercury  will  sometimes  succeed ;  and  formerly  it  was 
the  custom  for  old  nurses  to  undertake  the  cure  by 
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endrcliDg  the  loins  with  a  flannel  girdle,  smeared  with 
mercurial  ointment,  and  this  mode  of  application  was 
used  as  a  means  of  introdadng  this  medicine  into  the 
system,  hy  which  the  disease  was  got  rid  of  without 
farther  trouble ;  'yet  not  always,  for  it  not  ujiifrequently 
happened  that  severe  salivation  was  produced,  which 
was  a  far  more  serious  malady  than  that  which  it  cured. 
There  is,  indeed,  another  external  application,  in  which 
I  have  reason  to  have  some  experience,  and  that  is  the 
common  solution  of  the  chloride  of  lime.  This  should 
be  well  applied  to  the  eruption,  wherever  it  may  be 
found,  twice  a  day,  by  dabbing  it  with  a  bunch  of  linen 
rag,  made  wet  with  the  solution.  But,  beyond  all 
controversy,  sulphur  is  the  remedy  most  to  be  depended 
upon  for  the  cui^p  of  scabies.  It  should  be  applied 
externally  and  taken  intdmally.  The  ointment  (1)  is 
to  be  well  rubbed  into  the  pustules  every  night  and 
morning  for  five  or  six  days,  after  which  the  skin  ia  to 
washed  clean  with  soap  and  hot  water. 

1. — R.  Sulphuris  Sublimati,  oz.  iij. 
Adipis,  oz.  iv. 
Olei  Lavendalae,  gtt.  v. 

Misce  flat  unguentam  bis  quotidie  diligenter  in 
partes  affectas.firicandum. 

This  process  will  generally  suffice  for  the  cure ;  if 
not  it  must  be  repeated  in  the  same  manner.  In  the 
mean  time  a  scruple  of  this  preparation  of  sulphur 
■konld  be  taken  twice  a  day  (if  the  patient  be  an  adult) 
in  honey  or  any  other  thick  vehicle  for  three  weeks.  I 
have  found  the  sublimed  sulphur  quite  as  effectual  as 
the  roll,  which  is  unpurified  sulphur ;  and  it  has  the 
advantage  of  being*  less  offensive  in  point  of  smell. 

The  pustules  of  scabies,  if  long  neglected,  will  ooca- 
sionaUy  coalesce,  and  occupy  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  skin  with  an  intolerably  itching  scab.  This  is 
liable  to  be  mistaken  for  an  eczematous  or  impetigenous 
crust;  but  an  examination  of  the  pustules  in  other 
parts  of  the  body  will  distinguish  it  from  eczema ;  and 
the  absence  of  stinging  pain  and  cutaneous  cracks 
firom  impetigo.  The  effect  of  external  applications 
will  also  help  us ;  for  scabies  will  in  nowise  be  benefitted 
by  those  which  are  soothing  and  curative ;  and  in  such 
eruptions  the  application  of  sulphur  will  not  be 
tolerated  by  them. 

Case, — An  elderly  female  consulted  me  for  a  pustu- 
lar outbreak  on  one  of  the  legs,  which  had  run  into 
a  filthy  scab,  occupying  a  large  portion  of  the  skin 
between  the  kuee  and  ankle,  discharging  a  thin  matter, 
and  causing  intolerable  and  incessant  itching.  Believing 
the  disease  to  be  of  an  eczematous  character,  I  treated 
it  accordingly ;  but  nothmg  that  was  applied  had  the 
least  effect  in  lessening  the  eruption  or  abating  the 
itching,  which  deprived  her  of  all  sleep  and  greatly  ex- 
hausted her  strength.  Considering  that  it  may  have 
been  originated  by  scabies,  I  next  ordered  the  applica- 
tion of  the  salphur  ointment  (1)  which  at  once  dis- 
covered its  real  character,  put  a  stop  to  the  itching,  and 
removed  the  disease. 

Lepra.  (Leprosy.) 
Lepra  has  been  divided  by  pathologists  into  three 
principal  species— the  albida,  nigricans,  and  Candida; 


but  all  are  probably  derived  from  the  same  root,  modi- 
fied by  circumatances — constitutional  or  dimatic.  Ma- 
lignant lepra  is  rarely  seen  in  these  islands,  at  lesat 
such  a  form  has  never  fallen  under  my  observation. 
This  species  is  called  "  Candida''  from  its  bright  white- 
ness, and  the  denomination  has  a  complete  agreement 
with  that  emphatically  given  to  it  in  several  parts  of 
the  Old  Testament,  such  as  '*  leprous  as  snow" — '*» 
leper  as  white  as  snow."  It  appears  that  in  former 
times  the  malignant  species  was  considered  to  be  con* 
tagious,  and  hence  those  severe  clauses  in  the  Mosaic 
law,  which  excluded  an  Israelite,  afllictcd  with  this 
degree  of  the  disease,  from  mixing  with  society.  Celsus 
thus  describes  it : — "  Leucehabet  quiddam  simile  alpho, 
sed  magis  albida  est  et  altius  descendit ;  in  e&que  albi 
pili  sunt  et  lanugini  similes  «  *  d  jjedce 
quern  occupavit,  non  facile  demittit."  According  to 
the  same  authority  a  singular  method  was  practised  to 
diagnose  as  to  whether  the  disease  was  curable  or  not. 
**  Utrum  autem  aliquod  horum  sanabile  est,  an  non  sit, 
experimento  facile  coUigitur.  Inddi  enim  cutis  debet 
autacu  pungi :  si  sanguis  exit,  quod  ferS  fit  in  duobuft 
remedio  locus  est;  si  humor  albidus  sanari  non  potest." 
— Liber  v. 

The  lepra  more  commonly  met  with  in  this  oountrj 
is  of  the  alphoid  kind.  It  is  characterised  by  elevated 
patches  of  squamous  matter  and  of  a  dull  white  colour. 
When  situated  upon  the  spaces  between  the  larger 
articulations,  they  are  of  a  distinct  drcular  form,  about 
the  size  of  half-a-crown,  with  a  slight  reddish  areola ; 
but  they  most  frequently  form  upon  the  knees  and 
elbows,  where  they  are  less  defined.  Sometimea  the 
leprous  surfaces  are  more  extensive,  occupying  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  skin  either  of  the  extremities  or 
trunk,  assodated  with  circular- patches  of  small  sizes 
here  and  there  on  the  intervening  spaces. 

Lepra  is  accompanied  with  considerable  local  irrita- 
tion ;  but  although  it  continues  for  a  long  time,  does 
not  produce  any  great  amount  of  constitutional  disturb- 
ance. 

In  its  more  common  form,  the  disease  gradually 
yields  to  the  efficacy  of  medicine.  The  liquor  potassae 
in  doses  o£  from  forty  minims  to  one  fluidrachm,  taken 
thrice  a  day  in  dilute  milk,  and  the  external  application 
of  the  oxide  of  zinc  ointment  will  not  fail  to  be  suc- 
cessful. But  it  will  not  always  yield  to  this  mode  of 
treatment.  There  are  examples  of  the  alphoid  character* 
which  will  not  in  the  slightest  degree  be  benefitted 
by  it;  but  which  will  succumb  to  the  use  of  the 
arsenical  solution,  as  in  the  following  case : — 

A  married  woman,  of  middle  age,  and  of  healthy 
aspect,  was  admitted  into  the  Royal  South  Hants 
Infirmary  for  lepra  alphoides,  which  had  existed  a  lon^ 
time.  It  was  extensive  and  confluent  on  the  posterior 
surface  of  both  arms,  and  small  circular  patches  were 
thickly  scattered  over  other  parts  of  the  body.  She 
menstruated  regularly  and  saffidently.  She  was  occr* 
sionally  affected  with  hysteria,  and  her  hands  were  as 
cold  as  stone  and  almost  dripping  with  sweat;  but  not- 
withstanding this  her  general  healtii  did  not  appear  t» 
be  much  impaired. 
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She  waa  first  placed  under  the  alkaline  treatment, 
with  a  supporting  diet ;  and  the  leprous  surfaces  were 
smeami  with  the  oxide  of  sine  ointment,  and  afterwards 
with  an  alkaline  application.  Being  in  nowise  benefitted 
bj  these  means,  she  was  ordered  to  take  various  tonics 
consecutively,  such  as  the  iodide  of  potassium,  the 
disolphate  of  quinine,  the  compound  iron  pill,  &c. ; 
but  as  all  these  alike  failing  to  make  the  slightest 
impression  upon  the  disease,  five  minims  of  the  liquor 
anenicalis  were  given  her  three  times  a  day.  In  a  few 
weeks  it  was  manifest  that  the  disease  was  gradually 
yielding  to  the  therapeutic  influence  of  the  remedy  ; 
and  by  persisting  with  the  same  dose  for  some  time 
longer  the  skin  became  free  from  any  leprous  appearance. 

Afhtha.  (Th&usb.)  ^ 
Tlirush  more  commonly  occurs  either  in  early  infancy 
or  towards  the  termination  of  organic  diseases.  In  the 
former  it  yelds  to  the  simplest  remedies ;  in  the  latter 
it  is  incurable  and  is  the  forerunner  of  death.  The 
thrush,  however,  may  and  does  occur  at  other  times, 
unconnected  with  the  infantile  causes  or  organic  lesions ; 
and  this  is  the  case  alluded  to  here,  which  generally 
takes  place  in  advanced  age. 

The  disease  invades  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
mouth,  fauces,  and  alimentary  canal;  and  it  consists  of 
small  superficial  ulcers,  covered  by  a  white  deposit,  but 
in  some  cases  it  is  of  a  darker  colour.  The  eruption, 
if  such  it  might  be  called,  is  usually  distinct  upon  the 
anterior  and  lateral  surface  of  the  mouth,  and  confluent 
npon  the  palate  and  fauces.  It  is  often  preceded  by 
great  drowsiness,  which  is  followed  by  a  burning  sensa- 
tion down  the  oesophagus  and  in  the  stomach,  soreness 
of  the  epigastrium  under  pressure,  and  painful  and 
.difficult  deglutition.  These  symptoms  are  accompanied 
with  asthenic  feverishness,  depression,  and  debility. 
Thrush,  under  these  circumstances,  unconnected  with 
organic  disease,  is  curable,  and  by  the  following  treat- 
ment : — The  mouth  and  fauces  are  to  be  well  washed 
or  mopped  out  three  times  a  day  with  the  lotion  .1 ;  the 
bowels,  if  there  be  no  diarrhoea,  are  to  be  regulated  by  2, 
and  the  strength  supported  by  3,  and  a  generous  diet. 

1.— R.  Solut.  Chlor.  Sodii  vel  Calcis. 
Mellis  Ross  Sing.,  oz.  ss. 
Tinct.  Opii,  dr.  ss.' 
Aquae  Destil.,  oz.  v. 
H.  Fiat  lotio  ter  die  utenda. 
2.— R.  Olei  Ricini,  dr.  ij. 

Tincturee  Hyos.,  m.  x. 
Tincturse  Aurantii  Comp. 
Syr.  Zingiberis  Sing.,  dr.  j. 
Mist.  Acacise  q.s.  ad  ben^  miscend,  et  Aquae  Destil. 
sd  oz.  iss.    Fiat  haostus  aperiens.    Vel. 
R.  Pulv.  Rhei,  gr.  x.— rv. 

Mist.  Acaciie,  Syr.  Rosse  Sing.,  dr.  q. 
Tinct.  Hyos.,  m.  x. 
Aq.  Cinnam.,  dr.  iij. 
Aquse  Destil.,  oz.  ss. 
Miflce. 

3.— R.  Quinse  Disulp.,  gr.  vj. 

Acid.  Sulph.  Dil.,  gtt.  vj. 
Tinct.  Aurantii  Co., 
Syrup.  Ejusd.  utrq.,  oz.  ss. 
Mist.  Camph.,  oz.  t. 
M.  Capiat  cochlearia  larga  duo  ter  die. 


The  chloride  of  sodium  or  calcium  la  solution  is  most 
efficacious  in  removing  aphthae  from  the  mouth  and- 
fauces,  indeed  the  rapidity  with  which  they  are  removed 
by  it  is  quite  remarkable.  I  have  met  with  several- 
of  these  cases,  three  of  which  occurred  to  men  over  70 
years  of  age.  Two  were  of  the  higher,  and  one  of  the 
lower,  class  of  society.  They  all  did  well.  It  will 
suffice  to  relate  one  of  them. 

Cote, — ^A  gentleman,  aged  78,  whose  residence  was 
on  a  high  hill,  in  a  very  healthy  locality  near  the  New 
Forest,  complained  of  sore-throat,  and  requested  my 
attendance.  Upon  examining  the  mouth  and  fauces 
the  mucous  membrane  was  found  aphthous.  Upon  the 
cheeks  the  aphthae  were  distinct,  on  the  posterior  part 
of  the  palate  confluent,  and  they  were  of  a  whitish 
colour.  The  deglutition  was  painful  and  difficult.  A 
sense  of  heat  was  felt  in  the  throat  and  down  the 
oesophagus,  and  his  aspect  was  extremely  depressed  and 
debilitated.  , 

The  gargle  (1)  was  prescribed,  with  which  the  mouiii 
and  throat  were  to  l^e  well  washed  three  or  four  times 
a  day.  The  bowels  were  to  be  moved  with  a  gentle 
aperient,  and  one  grain  of  thMisulphate  of  quinine,  as 
in  3,  was  ordered  ev^  four  hours,  with  animal  jellies, 
and  a  liberal  quantity  of  wine.  On  my  second  visit, 
the  next  day  but  one,  all  the  aphthae  were  clean  gone, 
and  he  was  so  improved  in  his  general  health  as  to  be 
paiit  all  further  anxiety. 

Should  there  be  diarrhoea,  which  is  not  an  unfrequent 
association  with  thrush,  showing  that  the  membrane  of 
the  alimentary  canal  is  involved,  4  few  drops  of  the 
liquor  opii  sedativus  may  be  added  to  each  dose  of  the 
quinine  mixture. 

Southampton,  February  3,  1852. 

[To  b«  contiiraed] 
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CASES 

Reported  under  the  Temu  proposed  by  the  Aitociaiion, 

By  Sckutatob. 

Fracture  of  the  Femur;  Post-mortem  Examination, 

William  Davis,  aged  75,  admitted  into  the  Queen's 
Hospital,  Jan.  13th,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Knowles. 
He  had,  some  short  time  before,  slipped  from  a  step 
and  hurt  his  hip.  On  examination,  the  leg  was  fouDd 
shortened  almost  two  inches,  the  toes  and  knee  turned 
outwards,  and  the  hip  much  swollen.  Upon  making 
extension  and  rotating  the  limb,  crepitus  was  plainlj 
felt,  and  the  case  was  diagnosed  as  fracture  external  to 
the  capsule.  The  patient  was  very  thin,  had  been 
suffering  ^some  time  from  extreme  debility  and  cough, 
and  apparently  had  scarcely  had  a  sufficiency  of  food. 
A  pillow  was  pkoed  jmder  the  whole  length  of  the  limb, 
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wmi  WMMAha  rriled  vp  mder  the  knee,  while  fomeota* 
tioM  were  ^iplied  to  the  hip,  and  good  beef-tea  and 
aiiuwiuoC  ordered  for  diet.  The  next  day,  however, 
the  patieat  appeared  nnking ;  the  eztremitiei  were  cold 
and  the  pnlae  feeble.  Brandy  and  ammonia  were 
ordered;  but  in  q>iie  of  this  treatment  he  gradnaUy 
■mk,  and  died  the  third  day  after  the  occurrence  of  the 
accident. 

On  Apoti-mortem  examination  the  day  after  death 
Uiere  was  foond  to  be  an  immense  amoont  of  effnsion, 
not  only  beneath  the  integument,  but  also  in  all  the 
fftmctures  between  that  part  and  the  joint.  The 
material  effused  was  of  a  grumons  nature,  partly  «ett- 
listing  of  blood  and  partly  of  serum.  The  fMcture 
was  found  to  pass  from  the  trochanteric  fossa  downwards 
and  inwards,  detaching  the  head  and  small  trochanter 
firom  the  remainder  of  the  bone. 


The  joint  laid  open. 

•  HMi  of  tlM  fcnwr.  »  Lhie  of  fkMture. 

There  are  numerous  interesting  points  connected 
with  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  and  it  is 
generally  considered  as  divisible  into  internal  and 
external,  as  regards  the  capsular  ligament  of  the  joint. 
Fracture  within  and  fracture  without  the  capsule  do 
not  Tcry  materially  differ  in  their  prominent  signs, 
although  there  must  of  necessity  always  be  a  greater 
amount  of  shortening  present  when  the  solution  of 
continuity  happens  externally  to  the  capsule.  Some 
observers  have,  however,  stated  that  shortening  is 
greatest  in  the  internal  fracture;  but  post-mortem 
evidence  has  not  been  brought  forward  to  bear  out  the  i 
assertion.  In  some  cases  the  extent  of  retraction  will  j 
depend  upon  whether  the  capsular  ligament  is  much 
torn. 

Another  point  well  worthy  of  notice  in  the  case 
related  is  the  manner  in  which  the  accident  occurred. 
Fracture  external  to  the  capsule  is  generally  occasioned 
by  great  and  direct  violence,  while  the  other  variety 
results  from  slighter  and  indirect  degrees  of  force. 
That  this,  however,  is  not  always  the  case  the  history 
of  the  accident  given  will  sufficiently  show,  as  the 


fraolure,  although  extensive,  was  produced  by  a  slip 
from  a  low  step. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  fractured  nedc  of 
the  femur,  the  general  opinion  is,  that  if  tiie  accident 
involve  the  internal  portiou  no  ossific  union  will  occur, 
dkiefly  from  the  defideocy  of  a  true  periosteam. 
"  Nature's  object,"  says  Sir  AsUey  Cooper,  "is  to  pro- 
duce  a  ligamentous  union,  as  best  calculated  for  future 
motion";  and  the  surgeon  who  is  ignorant  of  Natnre'a 
object  tries  to  effect  an  oasific  union."  A  knowledge, 
therefore,  of  such  fects  is  of  the  utmost  practical 
importance,  bearing  as  it  does  on  the  treatment  to  be 
adopted.  A  short  time  in  bed,  with  support  to  the 
general  health,  will  be  ail  that  is  required,  splintering 
and  bandaging  being  dispensed  with  to  the  advantage 
of  the  aged.  Should  the  fracture  occur  external  to  the 
capsule  a  different  treatment  may  be  employed.  Tfis 
double  incline  is  perhaps  as  good  as  any  position,  and. 
would  probably  have  been  used  in  the  case  related  if 
the  patient  had  anrvived  the  accident'  until  it  was 
judged  necessary  to  employ  retentive  means.  Such  waa 
Dupuytrea's  pracHoe.  Others  use  Desaulfs  long 
splint,  or  one  of  the  numerous  modifications  of  that 
original.  Sir  Astky  Cooper  generally  used  the  inclined 
plane,  which  also  is  recommended  by  Samuel  Cooper, 
Ferguson,  and  others. 


EneephaUiid  Tumour:  AmpuitUion. 

David  Listok,  aged  28,  admitted  August  28th, 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  Knowles.  Thi^  man  stated  that 
five  years  back  a  small  tumour  appeared  on  the  inner 
side  of  the  right  elbow,  and  that  since  it  had  gradually 
gone  on  increasing,  and  spreading  over  the  front  of  die 
joint.  He  had  never  had  much  pain  till  btely,  and 
worked  at  his  trade  as  a  silversmith  up  till  four  months 
back. 

On  examination  there  was  a  tumour,  as  large  aa  m 
child's  head,  occupying  the  front  of  the  elbow-joint, 
and  extending  half  way  up  the  arm,  and  nearly  the 
same  distance  down  the  fore-arm.  There  was,  however, 
some  degree  of  motion  in  the  joint,  although  the  bulk 
of  the  abnormal  growth  prohibited  its  action.  There 
were  numerous  blue  veins  on  the  surface;  likewise 
elasticity  to  the  touch.  ,  No  enlargement  of  the  axillary 
glands.  There  never  had  been  any  bleeding.  He 
imagined  it  proceeded  from  a  strain.  General  health, 
before  tolerable,  had  failed  of  late,  the  tumour  paining 
him  much  at  night,  and  preventing  sleep.     Appetite  bad. 

October  4th. — The  limb  was  this  morning  amputated 
about  three  inches  below  the  head  of  the  humerus,  an 
internal  and  external  flap  being  formed.  There  was  a 
good  deal  of  bleeding  from  the  circumflex  and  profunda 
superior  arteries,  and  as  many  as  six  ligatures  were 
required.  A  ligature  was  also  made  use  of  to  keep  the 
flap  together,  and  a  roll  of  wet  lint  applied.  This 
constituted  all  the  first  dressings.  He  made  a  speedy 
recovery,  the  ligatures  all  coming  away  by  the  28th, 
and  was  discharged  well  December  7th. 

On  examination  of  the  tumour  it  was  found  to  present 
much  the  same  appearance  as  brain,  with  here  and 
there  a  large  clot  of  black  blood.    The  median  and 
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ulnar  neires  passed  through  its  sabstance,  as  did  also 
tiM  ulnar  artery,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  muscles  of 
the  fore-arm  were  bO  infiltrated  with  diseased  textare  as 
almost  to  appear  part  of  the  tumour ;  below  the  mass 
they  were  sound.  The  anterior  surfaces  of  the  uloa 
and  radius  were  denuded  of  periosteum  for  a  small 
apaoe^  about  two  inches  below  the  elbow-joint,  but  the 
joint  itself  was  perfectly  free  from  disease. 

Amongst  the  points  of  interest  connected  with  this 
case  is  undoubtedly  the  site  of  origin  of  the  tumour. 


It  is  still  a  disputed  point,  and  cases  have  lately  been 
brought  forward  where  tumours  of  this  description 
seemed  to  hare  their  origin  among  the  muscular  struc- 
ture ;  here,  however,  from  the  state  of  the  parts,  the 
morbid  growth  commenced  from  the  periosteum.  It 
has  been  stated  that  the  periosteum  is  the  only  place  of 
origin ;  but  the  fact  that  encephaloid  tumours  occur  in 
the  breast  and  other  places,  where  there  is  no  perios- 
teum, sufficiently  refutes  this  opinion. 


Fiff.  /. — The  tumour  cut  through  and  spread  opeo. 

•    The  median  nerre.        b    The  olnar  nerre. 
e    Flexor  tcndoD  a.  d    Huinema. 

«    C<Mffal«tei  blood. 


Fig,  //.—^Appearance  of  a  portion  under  the  micro- 
scope. 
Fig,  III, — On  the  addition  of  acetic  acid. 


Difftue  CeUuloT'Ii^Utmmation ;  Amputation;  Recovery 

Joseph  Pbrks,  aged  14,  admitted  June  6th,  under 
Mr.  Parker.  Nearly  three  weeks  back  what  was  de- 
•cribed  as  a  small  boil  appeared  near  the  instep.  The 
leg  then  became  red,  swollen,  and  very  painful.  A  few 
days  afterwards  another  boil  appeared  just  below  the 
knee.  The  first  boil  then  burst,  and  a  quantity  of 
matter  was  discharged,  after  which  the  pain  and  swelling 
got  better.  The  upper  abscess  then  also  broke.  He 
does  not  remember  receiving  any  blow  or  hurt.  Such 
was  the  history  of  the  case  as  given  by  his  mother,  who 
also  added  that  he  had  been  seen  by  a  surgeon  in  the 
eoontry,  and  that  by  his  direction  poultices  had  been 
applied  to  the  limb. 

On  examination  Che  leg  was  found  free  from  inflam- 


mation,  and  a  small  opening  existed  near  the  inner 
maleolus,  which,  on  pressure  above,  discharged  a  thin 
material  with  shreds  of  flaky  tissue.  The  integument 
as  far  as  the  knee  was  undermined  on  the  whole  of  the 
anterior  part  of  the  leg,  and  a  probe,  if  sufficiently  long, 
might  have  been  passed  from  the  lower  opening  to  the 
upper  one  beneath  the  integument.  There  was  also 
several  collections  of  matter  at  the  posterior  part,  and 
diseased  bone  could  be  felt  at  several  points.  The 
pulse  counted  130  in  the  minute,  and  was  small.  Great 
restlessness,  urine  loaded  with  lithates,  and  great 
failure  of  all  the  powers.  As  it  was  evident  nothing 
could  be  done  to  save^  the  limb,  and  as  it  was  equally 
certain  that  death  would  be  the  result  of  the  attempt, 
amputation  was  agreed  upon  ;  but  as  the  lad  was  mudi 
exhausted  by  the  exertion  of  travelling  some  miles  to 
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the  hospital,  the  operation  was  deferred  for  a  day  or 
two. 

Jnne  8th. — Mr.  Parker  amputated  this  morning  above 
the  knee,  making  two  lateral  flaps.  Three  ligatures 
were  required  and  the  patient  was  removed  in  a  very 
aatis&ctory  state.  The  stamp  was  dressed  in  the 
course  of  the  morning  and  he  had  some  sleep  daring 
the  day,  and  passed  a  very  comfortable  night. 

9th. — Going  on  well.    To  have  beef-tea. 

22nd. — He  went  on  well  up  to  this  date,  when  he 
complained  of  sudden  pain  in  the  right  shoulder,  which 
appeared  somewhat  fuller  than  natural.  There  was 
great  pain  on  motion,  and  the  stump  did  not  present 
the  same  healthy  appearance  it  had  hitherto  done,  the 
discharge  being  small  in  quantity  and  of  a  saoJons 
character.  There  was  also  diarrhoea  and  the  pulse 
counted  upwards  of  100.  He  was  ordered  eight  grains 
of  Dover's  powder,  with  five  of  aromatic  confection 
immediately,  six  leeches  were  applied  to  the  shoulder, 
and  afterwards  a  blister.  After  this  he  got  better,  the 
pain  and  swelling  left  the  shoulder  and  the  stump  slowly 
healed,  but  the  last  ligature  did  not  come  away  until 
August  12th.  He  was  discharged  August  26th,  the 
general  health  being  quite  restored 

Sympathetic  and  hectic  fever  are  the  general  conse- 
quences of  severe  local  disease,  and  although  the  system 
may  not  have  sufficient  power  to  establish  a  reparative 
action,  yet  it  will  always  sympathize  to  the  end  .with 
local  affection.  The  cure,  therefore,  of  this  state  can 
only  be  effected  by  the  cure  of  the  local  disease,  and  if 
this  is  not  practicable  by  its  removal^  the  knife  being 
called  to  our  aid,  supposing  the  case  to  be  of  such  a 
nature  as  admits  of  operation.  The  immediate  change 
for  the  better,  after  amputation^  in  persons  who  have 
been  suffering  from  affections  similar  to  the  case  related 
18  very  remarkable,  all  the  constitutional  irritation 
ceasing  and  the  patient  progressing,  regaining  health 
and  strength.  Professor  Miller  observes : — **  It  is 
better  that  a  pait  of  the  body  be  destroyed,  than 
that  the  existence  of  the  whole  be  perilled;  and 
diffuse  inflammation  of  the  cellular  tissue  sometimes,  in 
spite  of  treatment,  so  far  destroys  the  part  as  to  reader 
it  necessary  to  remove  it  altogether.*  The  amendment 
noticed  immediately  after  the  operation  in  this  c^e  was 
Tery  grp'nt;  his  recovery,  however,  was  for  some  time 
^oubtful.  Nature  was  left  to  herself,  active  interference 
being  c^asidered  prejudicial,  and  no  opiate  or  other 
medicines  were  exhibited. 


Cancerous  DUease  of  the  Lowtr  Jaw :    Remotal  of 
Portions  of  the  Bone. 

John  Ashfiisld,  aged  60,  was  admitted  into  the 
Cbieen's  Hospital,  November  16th,  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Parker,  with  an  affection  of  a  cancerous  nature, 
involving  the  alveolar  process  and  posterior  part  of  the 
horizontal  ramus  of  the  lower  jaw.  There  was  no 
glandular  enlargement  present ;  but  on  examining  the 
interior  of  the  mouth  a  swelling,  ulcerated  in  several 
places  and  very  hard,  was  seen  in  the  situation  stated. 
The  nfolar  teeth  had  been  lost ;  and  he  stated  the  dis- 


ease had  originated  some  four  months  before,  his  o^XtA<^ 
tion  having  been  first  drawn  to  it  by  the  sweUiag  which 
be  felt.  The  disease  did  not  involve  the  whole  of  the 
ramus,  but  reached  iq>parantly  to  its  middle,  leaving 
the  lower  portion  free  firom  disease.  He  wished  to  have 
the  disease  eradicated,  and  was  willing  to  aubmit  to  any 
necessary  operation.  The  general  health  was  good,  bqt 
the  countenance  somewhat  pale.  He  was  of  a  thin 
spare  habit. 

November  19th. — Some  preparatory  opening  medi- 
cine having  been  previously  admimstered,  the  operation 
was4)erformed  to-day  by  Mr.  Parker,  in  the  following 
manner: — An  incision  was  first  made  of  a  semilunar 
shape,  commencing  near  the  lower  border  of  the  malar 
bone,  and  terminating  near  the  symphisis  of  the  lower 
jaw.  The  flap  of  integument  waa  then  reflected 
upwards,  the  cavity  of  the  mouth  opened,  and  the 
diseased  part  exposed,  the  facial  and  another  small 
artery  at  this  time  requiring  ligfture.  A  small  saw  was 
next  applied  near  the  internal  angle,  and  again  at  tiia 
anterior  portion  of  the  diseased  part  between  it  and 
the  symphisis.  The  detachment  was  then  completed 
by  a  pair  of  strong  forceps  fitted  for  the  occasion,  and 
the  diseased  mass  removed,  leaving  a  ledge  of  bone, 
consisting  of  the  lower  part  of  the  horizontal  nmns. 
After  bleeding  had  ceased  the  parts  were  brought  ^ 
together  by  means  of  hare-lip  pins,  the  patient  put  to 
bed,  and  wet  lint  applied  over  the  wound. 

20th.— Going  on  well. 

22n(f. — Some  discharge  from  the  points  where  the 
pins  were  inserted ;  the  wound  was  elsewhere  united. 
The  pins  to  be  removed.  The  internal  parts  are  granv- 
lating,  and  look  very  healthy. 

He  continued  to  go  on  well,  and  was  discharged 
i  December  6th,  the  general  health  being  good,  and  tl^ 
wounds,  internally  and  externally,  quite  healed. 

The  necessity  for  removing  the  lower  jaw,  or  a 
portion  of  that  bone,  can  never  arise  except  from 
some  cause  where  life  will  obviously  be  endangered  by 
not-having  recourse  to  the  operation ;  and,  although  a 
formidable  one  to  attempt,  yet  it  then  becomes  the 
duty  of  the  surgeon  to  face  the  difficulties  which  the  ' 
urgency  of  the  case  requires.  The  disease  for  whicb 
the  lower  jaw  is  generally  removed  is  tumour  of  a 
fibrous  nature  attached  to  that  part ;  -but  it  is  some* 
times  necessary  when  the  disease,  as  in  the  case 
reported,  assumes  a  cancerous  nature ;  and  fai  such  a 
.  case  the  sooner  an  operation  is  submitted  to  the  more 
probability  will  there  be  of  a  favourable  termination. 
Of  course,  if  the  glands  surrounding  the  jaw  shoifltf 
be  indurated,  or  show  any  sign  of  cancerous  degeneta* 
tion,  the  operation,  under  such  circumstances,  willn&t 
present  a  prospect  of  benefitting  the  patient.  The 
case  related  was  very  favourable  as  regards  these  points  ; 
and  it  is  hoped  no  return  of  the  disease  will  take  place* 
He  is  how  watched  with  great  interest  by  Mr.  Barker 
and  others  connected  with  the  establishment.  There' 
are  numerous  methods  by  which  the  operation  of 
removal  of  the  lower  jaw  may  be  performed,  most 
surgeons  advocating  their  peculiar  manner,  as  shown 
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hj  the  writings  of  Dapaytren,  liston,  Cooper,  Miller, 
and  others.  Bat  the  direotion  of  the  iDcisioii  for 
one  ceie  will  not  probably  be  applicable  to  another; 
and  mnch»  therefore,  of  necessity,  mast  be  left  to 
the  jadgDMQt  of  the  surgeon   who   undertakes  the 


Cancer  qfPeiMt  Amputation ;  Secondary  Haemorrhage', 
Return  of  Diaeaee, 

Samubl  Hates,  aged  49.  This  roan  had  been 
under  treatment  some  time  for  a  scirrhous  condition  of 
the  glans  penis.  He  had  applied  to  several  practitioners 
and  used  many  applications,  but  without  obtaining  any 
reliflf.  When  admitted  into  the  hospital,  he  was  advised 
to  sabmit  to  amputation,  but  was  unwilling  to  do  so  at 
that  time ;  he  therefore  remained  in  the  house  some 
weeks  until  he  became  convinced  of  the  necessity  that 
some  eneigetic  measure  should  be  adopted^  and  agreed 
that  the  operation  iof  amputation  of  the  penis  should  be 
performed.  The  histoiy  he  gave  of  the  complaint  was, 
that  three  months  before  admission,  the  extremity  of 
the  organ  was  hurt  by  a  stone,  that  a  small  sore 
iqnpeared  on  the  glans,  which  continued  to  enlarge,  and 
ultimately  implicated  the  whole  glans  and  prepuce. 

April  19th. — At  the  present  time,  the  whole  extremity 
of  the  oigan  seems  converted  into  a  hardened  lobulated 
mass,  with  here  and  there  slight  abrasions,  and  in  one 
or  two  places  rather  deep  ulcerations.  The  general 
health  is  good  and  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
afooted  with  phymosis.  He  never  has  had  syphilis. 
There  is  very  little  enkigement  of  the  inguinal  glands; 
nd  upon  the  whole  it  seems  a  case  very  likely  to 
terminate  fovourably,  after  recourse  to  the  knifo. 

Mr.  Knowles  this  moming  (April  19th}  removed  the 
diswmed  part  by  one  cut,  the  man  having  been  previously 
pnt  under  chloroform.  Two  arteries  were  ligatured, 
and  the  man  put  to  bed,  with  a  piece  of  wet  lint  round 
the  part;  but  in  the  course  of  an  hour  haemorrhage 
came  on  to  some  extent,  apparently  of  a  partly  venous 
and  partly  arterial  character.  The  house-surgeon,  Mr. 
Moore»  then  attempted  to  secure  the  bleeding  vessels,' 
bot  waa  not  able  to  accomplish  that  object,  from  the 
great  contraction  of  the  corpora  cavernosa  which  took 
place.  Pressure,  kept  up  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
cold  having  failed,  Mr.  Moore  passed  a  catheter  into 
the  bladder^  and  having  padded  two  small  finger  splints, 
placed  one  on  the  dorsum  and  the  other  on  the  anterior 
part  oi  the  stump,  and  then  secured  the  adjacent  ends 
ol  the  splint  with  sticking  plsster.  This  effectually 
ccmtiolled  the  hemorrhage,  and  the  man  was  at  the 
aame  time  able  to  empty  the  bladder,  which  since  the 
operation  had  become  very  irritable,  the  patient  con- 
tfnnally  wanting  to  make  water,  and  disturbing  the 
parts  in  the  attempt.  This  apparatus  remained  on  till 
night,  when,  to  relieve  the  strain  necessarily  produced 
Ot^the  parts,  the  plaster  on  each  side  was  cut,  and  the 
Cithetv  renined  till  the  moming. 

2Dth. — ^Appears  very  comfortable;  has  no  pain; 
poise  does  not  exceed  90.  Catheter  removed,  and 
penis  enveloped  in  wet  lint. 


21st. — Has  made  water  well^  and  the  stump  appears 
beginning  to  granulate.  To  be  dressed  with  simple 
cerate. 

22nd.— Going  on  well.  A  cannula  was  passed  into 
the  orifice  tf  the  urethra  which  appeared  contracted. 

27th. — Both  the  ligatures  came  away  to-day.  He 
makes  water  tolerably,  but  the  orifice  appears  much 
disposed  to  contract.  To  have  a  cannula  passa^ 
daily. 

29th.— Going  on  well. 

M>y  2nd. — ^The  wound  is  now  well,  but  from  tbe 
contraction  which  has  taken  place,  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra  is  almost  hidden  by  the  integument,  and  the 
orifice  itself  is  contracted  much,  requiring  tbe  daily 
passage  of  an  instrument.  He  remained  improving* 
and  in  some  fow  days  the  question  of  his  dischaige  was 
mooted,  when  a  suspicious-looking  pimple  appeared 
(first  noticed  May  20th)  on  the  integumAit  of  the 
penis,  of  a  dark  colour,  and  hard  to  the  touch.  This 
was  in  a  day  or  two  followed  by  another^  and  this  again 
by  a  third,  the  inguinal  glands,  at  the, same  time* 
beginning  to  enlarge  and  grow  painful;  the  testicles 
also  became  swollen  and  tender,  and  the  cannula  was 
again  requisite  to  afford  a  free  exit  for  the  urine.  He 
remained  in  the  hospital  during  the  month  of  June,  on 
the  23rd  of  which  an  incision  was  made  into  the  swel- 
ling at  the  groin,  from  which  issued  pus,  grumous 
blood,  and  concrete  particles  of  a  chalky  character. 
He  continually  suffered  great  pain,  but  was  relieved  to 
some  extent  by  morphia,  'being  at  the  same  time  sup- 
ported by  stimulants  and  good  diet.  During  the  month 
of  July  the  disease  in  the  right  inguinal  region  increased, 
and  presented  the  melancholy  spectacle  of  an  open  can- 
cerous ulceration.  He  now  began  to  have  attacks  of 
haemorrhage,  which  on  one  or  two  occasions  were 
checked  with  difficulty;  but  his  health,  strength,  and 
spirits  kept  up  in  a  remarkable  manner.  He  eventu- 
ally left  the  hospital  in  August,  but  did  not  live  long 
after  his  departure. 

• 

Cancer  of  the  penis  is  always  of  the  scirrhous 
variety,  never  of  the  encephaloid;  although  when  the 
inguinal  glands  become  affected,  the  disease  in  that 
part  may  approach  near  to  the  encephaloid  character. 
In  general  it  commepces  as  a  small  warty  excrescence, 
or  sometimes  as  a  smsll  pimple,,  first  making  its 
appearance  on  the  glans  penis.  It  sometimes  is  trace- 
able to  a  blow  or  other  ii^uiy,  as  in  the  case  reported; 
but  frequently  no  exciting  cause  is  obvious.  Cancer, 
however,  according  to  the  best  authorities,  may  begin  as 
a  general  thickening  of  the  whole  prepuce ;  and  in  this 
case  a  small  ulcer  at  last  forms,  which  may  be  mistaken 
by  the  inexperienced  for  a  chancre,  or  syphilitic  sore. 
Tbe  history^  however,  of  the  case,  coupled  with  the 
fact  that  remedies  have  no  power  over  the  cancerous 
ulceration,  would  sufficientiy  point  out  the  diagnosis. 
Warty  growths,  firom  their  liability  to  degenerate, 
should  always  be  looked  upon  with  suspicion;  as, 
although  not  essentially  cancerous  in  their  origin,  they 
may  become  so,  aided  by  dirt  and  stimulating  applica- 
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Ctmtt  of  the  peaa  is  a  diieue  of  adranced  life,  and 


! 
I 
I  fcmtntij  CiMmd  oovpled  with  a  natural  or  acquired 

,  whkh  CKtwas  notioed  years  back  by  the  late 
.  Her.*  Jews  are  said  to  be  free  from  this  disease, 
if  a  fibct,  most  be  explained  by  the  operation 
flhey  vadergo.  As  regards  treatment,  surgical  antfaori- 
ties  are  pretty  well  agreed  that  amputation  should  be 
pgfotmed  as  eariy  as  possible,  that  is  to  say,  as  soon 
as  there  is  no  doubt  felt  concerning  the  nature  of  the 
alEDCtion.  This  was  the  opinion  of  Prayers,  Hey, 
Cooper,  Xiston,  &c.,  but  is  designated  by  Dr.  Wakhe 
aa  a  ''peculiarly  sorry"  resource.  If  there  be  no 
■welling  of  the  inguinsl  glands,  and  the  general  health 
is  good,  there  can  be.no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  the 
operation,  especially  as  when  the  perns  is  affected,  one 
objection  raised  against  interfering  with  malignant 
growths  is  done  away  with,  liz,,  **  that  no  operation  hf 
excision  is  performed  without  the  chance  of  leafing 
somie  of  the  diseased  stiucture  behind."  If  the 
fiaease  is  confined  to  the  penis,  it  can  certainly  be 
remoTed.  Should,  however,  the  inguinal  glands  be 
affBCted,  the  operation  should  not  be  attempted,  and  it 
sometimes  is  a  difficult  thing  to  decide  betw^  a 
sympathetic  enlargement,  and  the  commencement  of 
scirrhus. 

As  regards  the  manner  in  which  the  operation  of 
amputation  of  the  penis  should  be  performed,  the  rule 
of  saving  as  much  as  possible  of  the  organ  should 
always  be  followed,  but  the  plan  of  drawing  the  integu- 
ment towards  the  pubes,  before  the  incision  is  made, 
sometimes  recommended,  is  not  necessary,  as  the 
corpora  cavernosa  always  retract  so  much  as  to  leave  a 
■ufficiency  of  skin,  and  in  many  cases  a  redundancy. 
It  seems  of  more  importance  to  draw  the  integument 
away  firom  the  pubes,  as  by  not  leaving  much  we  obviate 
the  propensity  to  contract,  which  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra  so  frequently  shows. 

Another  prominent  reason  why  too  much  skin  should 
not  be  saved  is,  that  the  arteries  cannot  be  secured,  if 
covered  tb  such  an  extent,  as  they  frequently  are,  from 
the  contraction  of  the  corpora  cavernosa.  The  hsemorr- 
hage  after  this  operation  is  frequently  profuse,  and 
often  with  difficulty  restrained,  and  it  therefore  becomes 
a  matter  of  importance  to  perform  the  operation  in 
such  a  manner  as  will  allow  of  that  object  being  easily 
attained.  In  the  case  related  the  contraction  was  such 
ihat  the  '/i ceding  vessels  could  not  possibly  be  secured.f 
sad  it  wds  not  until  the  patient  was  reduced  to  a  very 
weak  state  that  Mr.  Moore  hit  on  the  plan  which  was 
so  suoceisfnlly  carried  out.  Styptics,  circular  pressure, 
and  the  actual  cautery,  have  all  been  used  in  cases  of 
haemorrhage  from  this  part,  but  should  another  case 
occur  to  the  writer,  he  would  decidedly  practise  the 
plan  pursued  by  Mr.  Moore ;  it  not  only  restrains  the 
hsemorrhage,  but  at  the  same  time  keeps  the  urinal 
passage  free. 

On  examination  of  a  thin  portion  of  the  amputated 
part  the^  characteristic    appearances  of   cancer  were 


recognised,  the  cut  introduced  being  a  copy  of  the  fidd 
taken  from  a  drawing  made  at  the  time. 


L 


*  Hey*!  Practical  ObMrratloiM. 

t  For  CMM  of  this  kind  lee  Hej't  Pxactleal  Obwnationi^  flOoper't 
FInt  Lilian  uad  Lodcr's  JoumaL 


WUhovt  aar  adlilaon 


After  the  additioii  of  acetic  add. 


:^tmiiiirial  jBflfMrnl  k  Ittrgital  Mtasi. 


WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  17,  1852. 


In  conflcquence  of  the  recent  Ministerial 
changes,  the  deputation  which  was  to  haye  waited 
upon  Sir  Gborge  Gebt,  on  the  26th  ultimo, 
received  an  intimation  from  that  gentleman  thai 
he  would  be  unable  to  forward  their  YiewB  by  an 
interview  as  previously  promised.  This  unfor- 
tunate conif*etemp8  has  so  much  impeded  Ae 
progress  of  "  The  Bill,"  that  we  are  at  present 
unable  to  afford  much  ground  for  hope  of  pro- 
ceeding with  the  measure  during  the  present 
session. 

It  may  appear  to  a  casual  observer  that  the 
mere  substitution  of  Mr.  Walpole  for  Sir 
Geobgb  Gbet,  can  be  of  no  great  consequence 
to  the  success  of  a  bill  for  regulating  the  medical 
profession ;  but  we  can  assure  our  readers  that 
the  removal  from  office  of  the  latter  gentleman, 
has  rendered  it  necessary  to  begin  de  novo  so  far 
as  Parliament  is  concerned.  For  not  only  must 
we  gain  access  to  the  present  Secretary,  or  to  some 
other  leading  Member  of  the  House  of  CJommons, 
but  it  is  also  requisite  that  the  person  who 
undertakes  to  settle  this  abstruse  question  should 


REVIEWS. 


145 


8^dj  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  so  as  to 
know  what  are  really  the  claims  and  grievances 
of  the  yarions  parties  who  come  to  him  with 
statements  as  yaried  as  the  points  of  the  compass. 
Now  this  had  been  carefully  done  by  Sir  G. 
Gb'kt,  who  had,  in  conjunction  with  the  Lord 
Advocate,  given  so  much  attention  to  the  subject 
as  to  understand  it  as  well  as  if  really  one  of  our- 
selves ;  and  it  is  true  that  we  might  have  endear 
voured  to  persuade  him  to  introduce  the  Bill  as 
a  private  Member  of  the  House,  but  then  the 
expense  would  have  fallen  (and  we  are  sorry 
to  say  the  sum  is  no  light  one)  upon  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill,  who  have  no  funds  at  com* 
mand  to  meet  such  a  heavy  expenditure.  Under 
these  discouraging  circumstances  the  Worcester 
Council  have  endeavoured  to -open  a  negociation, 
of  which  we  hope  to  announce  the  success  in  a 
future  number  of  the  Journal, 

There  are,  however,  two  or  three  points  for 
consideration,  whicl^pBy,  if  conceded,  materially 
diminish  the  opposition  to  the  Bill,  whenever  it 
is  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons.  It 
is  proposed,  by  a  very  influential  party  in  the 
profession,  that  it  shall  be  provided  that,  after 
the  student  shall  have  passed  all  the  examina- 
tions appointed  by  the  General  Licensing  Board, 
and  befbre  receiving  his  licence,  he  shall  obtain 
the  diploma  either  of  the  College  of  Physicians 
or  that  of  the  College  of  Surgeons.  So  that,  in 
future,  every  medical  practitioner  in  England 
and  Wales  shall,  as  in  Scotland,  be  either  a 
physician  or  surgeon,  and  bo  attached  to  one 
or  other  of  these  CoUeges.  Now,  if  these 
Colleges  were  in  a  satisfactory  state  as  regards 
their  internal  management,  and  really  repre- 
sented the  inter Ats  of  their  respective  portions 
of  the  profession,  .we  should  think  the  alteration 
a  great  improvement ;  but,  unfortunately,  the 
recently-granted  Charter  of  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons, by  its  provisions,  effectually  repudiates 
the  whole  of  the  provincial  surgeons  as  electors 
to  the  CounciL,  and  consequently  only  represents 
that  portion  of  the  profession  resident  in  London 
and  its  suburbs.  Against  this  unfair  and  exclusive 
clause  we  have  over  and  over  again  protested, 
and  we  cannot,  therefore,  quite  understand  the 
propriety  of  aiding,  by  such  means,  in  increasing 
the  powers  of  the  College,  whilst  we  in  the 
proyinces  are  studiously  excluded  from  our 
legitimate  right  to  a  share  in  the  management 
and  control  of  them.  We  can  easily  imagine 
that  the  London  Colleges  would  gladly  support 


the  Bill  with  such  a  provision,  since  it  would 
increase  the  funds  of  the  College  of  Physicians 
twenty-fold,  and  add,  at  all  events,  one-third  to 
the  coffers,  already  overflowing,  of  the  CoUege 
of  Surgeons. 

Our  anxiety  to  settle  this  all-important  ques- 
tion is  so  great,  that  we  would  gladly  concede 
any  matter  of  ordinary  importance,  if  by  such 
oonoession  we  could  ensure  that  success  which 
is  so  much  coveted  by  all  well-yrishers  to  the 
measure ;  but  we  cannot  consent  to  cut  our  own 
tJiroats,  nor  can  we,  unless  the  obnoxious  re- 
strictionJfl  removed,  (it  was  only  carried  by  a 
very  slight  majority  in  the  Council  Chamber,) 
consent  to  increase  the  powers  of  so  unreasonable 
a  body.  It  is  far  better  to  put  off  the  day  of 
settlement,  than  to  settle  in  such  an  unsatisfactory 
manner  a  question  which  could  not  be  reopened 
for  many  years  to  come. 

We  are  authorised  to  state  that  the  Anniver- 
sary Meeting  of  the  Association  will  take  place 
tins  year  at  Oxford,  on  the  2Ist  and  22nd  of 
July.  The  appointment  is  made  rather  earlier 
than  usual,  in  consequence  of  an  intimation  from 
the  authorities  to  the  effect  that  it  would  be  more 
convenient  to  the  University  to  have  the  meeting 
held  before  the  end  of  July. 


Ummfi- 


The  Fallacies  of  Homceopatky  and  the  Imperfect 
Statistical  Inquiries  <m  which  the  Results  qf  the 
Practice  are  estimated.  By  C.  H.  Routh,  M.D., 
M.R.C.S.,  &c.      London:  L«wi».    pp.85. 

To  every  adult  mind  unwarped  by  self  interest, 
and  unimposed  upon  by  the  wayward  manifesta- 
tions of  what  the  phrenologists  would  call  the 
"organ  of  marvellousness,"  the  doctrines  of 
homoeopathy  must  appear  so  utterly  baseless, 
tested  even  by  common  sense,  that  a  set  "refuta- 
tion of  their  hollowness  will  appear  uncalled  for. 
Unfortunately,  however,  there  is  among  the 
public  so  much  unreflecting  credulity  on  medical 
subjects,  and,  with  shame  be  it  said,  among 
some  members  of  the  profession,  so  plain  a  ten- 
dency to  make  a  profit  of  that  credulity,  that 
it  has  become  a  matter  of  duty  as  well  as 
necessity  to  exhibit  the  delusions  of  this  miscalled 
science,  in  the  clearest  possible  light.  Several 
worthy  attempts  have  from  time  to  time  been 
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made  to  effect  tHs  laudable  object,  but  it  liae 
not  occurred  to  us  to  meet  with  any  refutation 
of  the  Hahneifiaimiaa  theories  more  complete 
and  crushing  than  is  contained  in  Dr.  Bouth's 
pamplet.  We  would  not  yalue  at  much  either 
the  intellect  or  the  honesty  of  any  man  who  can 
remain  a  homoeopathist  after  perusing  its  pages. 


ITte  Medical  Directory  for  1852.     London :  Churchill. 

We  have  hitherto  spoken  of  this  work  in  terms 
of  commendation,  as  we  believed  it  to  be  calcu- 
lated to  be  of  great  service,  both  to  the  profession 
and  the  public.  It  is  with  regret,  therefore,  that 
we  see  apparently  a  £xed  determination  on  the 
part  of  the  Editors  to  include  a  register  of  all 
and  simdry  quackeries,  simply  because-  those 
professing  them  happen  to  possess  legal  qualifi- 
cations. This  is,  in  our  opinion,  a  great  mistake, 
and  one  which,  if  not  rectified  in  future  editions, 
will  seriously  afiect  the  Directory  as  a  com- 
mercial speeidation. 


^rnmWiigH  rf  Inriete. 


SOUTH-EASTERN   BEANCH. 


Names  of  Members  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association  in  the  SouTB-EAsrsaN  District, 
who  have  expressed  opinions  or  wishes  respecting  the 
Medical  Reform  BiJl,  to  the  Secretary  of  that  Branch, 
March  10th,  1852:— 

F.  H.  Sankey,  Esq.,  Wingbam— ApproTes  on  the 
whole,  with  exceptions. 

J.  C.  Prance,  Esq.,  Maidstone — General  view  in 
iayonrof  thebiU. 

Andrew  Sisson,  Esq  ,  Reigate*— Sincere  approbation. 

F.  T.  Giraud,  Fayersham — Approves  in  general  terms. 

Butler  Lane,  M.D.,  Ewell — The  principles  of  the 
bill  approved. 

S.  S.  Stedman,  Esq.,  Arundel — Favourable. 

George  Moore,  M.D.,  Tunbridgo  Wells — Quite  ap- 
proves. 

George  S.  Sloman,  Esq  ,  Famham — Much  approves. 

James  Reid,  Esq.,  Canterbury — Supports  and  ap- 
proves with  qualifications. 

N.  Tyache,  M.D.,  Chichester — Qualified  approbation. 

W.  S.  Hoare,  Esq.,  Faversham — Approves. 

John  Adamson,  Esq  ,  Rye — Declines  an  opinion. 

George  Rigden,  Esq,,  Canterbury — General  approba- 
tion. 

Edward  Wallace,  Esq.,  Carshalton  Disapproves  of 
theblU 

Frederick  Sopwlth,  Esq.,  Ightham — Approves  with 
modifications. 

John  Hack  way,  Esq.,  Boreham — Entirely  approves. 


James  Dickwn,  Esq.,  Brighton — Approves  with  <»» 

exception. 
C.  M.  Thompson,  Esq.,  Westetham— UnfkvourBble 

opinion. 
John  Beet,  Esq.,  Ashford— Approves  with  ezoeptumi. 
William  Harris,  Esq.,  Worthing— PerfiBCtly  aeeonUp 
John  J.  Terry,  Esq.,  Wittcrsham— Approves  insomfr 

degree. 
Wm.  WalUs,  Esq.,  Hartfield— -QnaUfied  approbation. 
William  Davies,  Esq.,  York  Town— Thinks  well  of 

the  bill. 
G.  Soulby,M.D.,  Dover— Approves  with  exceptions^ 
R.  N.  Trcw,  Esq.,  Steyning— Approves  with  one  or 

two  exceptions. 
Henry  Collet,  Esq.,  Worthing^Has  no  objection. 
Henry  Prout*  Esq.,  Yalding— Approves. 
Richard  Turner,  Esq.y  Tunbridgs  Wells— Approves^ 
Geo.   S.  Jenk8,'M.D.,  Brighton— Approves  witli 

modifications. 
Robert  Ranking,  M.D.,  Hastings— Thinks  it  calcu- 
lated to  be  an  useful  measure. 


DOESETSHIEE   BEANO  H. 

A  MEBTiNO  of  the  members  of  the  Dobsbt  Bkanch 
of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association  was 
held  on  Tuesday,  March  2nd,  1852,  at  the  Coonly 
Hospital,  Dorchester,  to  consider  the  proposed  "  Medical 
Reform  Bill." 

Dr.  CowoELL,  President,  in  the  chair. 
Proposed  by  J.  S.  Danibll,    Esq.,    of  Blandfind^ 

seconded  by  A.  Emson,  Esq.,  of  Dorchester,  and 

cakried  nnanimonsly, — 

"  That  this  meeting  AiUy  concurs  in  the  opinion  that 
the  laws  regulating  the  profession  of  physic  and  saigeiy 
reqiure  to  be  amended,  but  feeb  strongly  that  tlie 
Apothecaries'  Company  has  acted  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  deserve  the  entire  confidence  of  the  profession,  and 
by  its  regulations  continually  tended  to  raise  the  standard 
of  medical  education  higher  and  higher,  and  now  onljr 
needs  increased  powers  to  meet  evgpry  requirement  for 
the  duly  examining  and  qualifying  for  medical  practice, 
and  the  efiectual  protection  of  medical  practitioners 
when  qualified." 

Proposed  by  Dr.  Allen,  of  Bridport,  seconded  by 
John  Wallis,  Esq.,  of  Dorchester,  and  carried 
unanimously, — 

"That,  in  order  to  define  more  clearly  the  body  of 
legally-qualified  medical  practitioners,  and  to  enable  the 
public  to  discriminate  between  these  and  persons  fraa- 
dulently  assuming  medical  titles,  it  is  desirable  to 
provide,  that  all  persons  possessed  of  legally-recognized 
diplomas,  or  licensed  to  practise  medicine  in  any  of  its 
branches,  be  compelled  to  exhibit  and  register  tho 
same ;  that  the  date  of  each  diploma  thus  presented, 
the  title  of  the  body  comprising  it,  and  the  name  and 
residence  of  the  recipient  of  it,  be  registered;  thai 
annual  certificates  be  issued  to  registered  persofis,  and 
an  alphabetical  list  of  such  registered  practitioners  be 
furnished  to  every  person  receiving  a  certificate,  sneii 
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lilt  to  specify  the  nature  and  qualification  of  each 
Budfcal  practitioner;  this  renter  to  be  published  one 
mcnih  after  the  last  day  appointed  for  registration,  and 
to  be  receiyed  as  legal  evidence  in  the  absence  of 
poiitiTe  proof  to  the  contrary,  of  the  qualification  of 
any  medical  practitioner." 

.  Hie  meeting  also  discossed  the  proposed  New  Charter 
of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  and  it  was 

Proposed  by  George  Cur^e,  Esq.,  of  Dorchester, 
seconded  by  F.  •,,  Goldsmith,  Esq.,  Dorchester, 
and  carried, — 

"  That  this  meeting  constders  it  incumbent  on  the 
Council  of  the  Parent  Association  to  protect  the  interests 
of  the  proTiccial  surgeons,  and  to  represent  strongly 
the  mjustice  which  would  be  perpetrated  on  them  if,  in 
liie  New  Charter,  sought  for  by  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  the  election  of  fellows  should  be  carried  by 
the  Totes  of  those  who  may  be  enabled  to  attend 
penonally,  which  would,  in  feet,  render  the  privilege  of 
▼oting  a  boon  in  words,  but  not  in  reality,  to  the 
provincial  surgeons. " 

CHARLES  COWDELL,  M.B.,  &c.. 

President  of  the  AisocUtion. 

HENRY  ALBAN  ARDEN, 

Local  Secntaiy. 


SUFFOLK    BBANCH. 


A  mbetino  was  held  at  Stowmarket  on  the  24th 
ultimo,  to  consider  the  proposed  Medical  Reform  Bill. 
As  the  members  present  consisted  only  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  President-elect,  ther  Secretary,  and  the  Ex- 
Secretary,  no  measure  of  a  representative  character 
could  be  proposed.  Letters  expressive  of  regret^for 
non-attendance  were  received  from  Dr.  Durrant,  Mr. 
BuUen,  Mr.  Growse,  Dr.  Growse,  Mr,  Robt.  Growse, 
Mr.  Gorham,  Dr.  Wake,*;,  and  Mr.  Williams  ;:and 
after  the  suggestion^of  a  .request  that^the'members 
would  communicate  their  views,  either  for  or  against 
«ie  proposed  Bill,  to  the  Editors  of  the  PrwincicU 
Medical  and  Surffical  Journal^  the  meeting  separated. 
^  JOHir  KIRKMAN,  M.D.,  Secretary. 


BOCHDALE   MEDICO-ETHICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

7b  j:  p.  Sheppard,  B$q,,  Sicreiary  ioihe Councilqfihe 
Promneiai  Mtdicai  and  Surgical  Amciaiitm, 

Sir, — I  am  directed  to  forward  you^^the  following 
resolution  unaRJmously  agreed  to  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Rochdale  Medico-Ethical  Association,  held  on  the  22nd 
March  :— 

"  That  this  Society  having  taken  into  consideration 
the  Draft  Bill  prepared  by  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Svigical  Association,  expresses  its  approval  of  the 
Mme.  ^  That  the  Secretary  be  empowered  to  communi- 
cate with  the  Provincial  Association  to  this  effect." 
I  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  E.  WOOD,  Hon.  Secretary. 
Rochdale,  March  4,  1852. 


PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  OF  LONBON. 

\  DB.  LATHAM,  PBB8IDENT.  IN  THE  CHAIB. 


ChoUateaiomalouB  and  Cystic  Tumour  qf  i/te  Ovary. 
By  Mr.  Adams. 
The  parts  were  removed  from  the  same  case  as  the 
specimen  of  necrosis  of  the  head  of  the  femur,  exhibited 
by  Mr.  Solly.     The  tumour  occupied  the  situation  of 
the  left  ovary,  and  had  a  coarsely  lobulated  outline,  the 
average  diameter  being  about  three  inches,   or  rather 
more.      On  section,  it  resembled,   in   its  anatomical 
arrangements,  the  ordinary  compound  cystic  tumour  of 
the  ovary,  when  of  small  size,  the  cysts,  however,  con- 
taining a  very  different  material  t«  that  usually   met 
with.     There  was  a  slight  peculiarity  in  the  cysts,  viz., 
that  they  appeared  less  compound   than  usual;  they 
were  more  independent  of  each  other,  so  as  to  suggest 
the  idea  of  their  being  a  cluster  of  solitary  cysts,  rather 
than  a  group  originating  by  multiplication  from  a  single 
cyst^  from  the  internal  surface  of  one  of  them,  however, 
a  flattened   cluster  of  compound  secondary   cysts  pro- 
jected into  the  cavity  of  the  parent  cyst,  precisely  as  in 
the  ordinary  compound    cystic  tumour,    so   that  no 
difference  in  respect  of  their  origin  and   development 
could  be  presumed.     The  contents  of  the  cysts  formed 
the  only  peculiarity.     There  were  four  principal  cysts ; 
one  occupied  the  precise  position  of  the  ovary,  with 
thick,  dense  parietes,  and  filled  with  a  firm,  waxy-looking 
material,  loosely  contained  in  the  cyst,  from  which  it 
easily  sheUed  out  entity.     The  surface  of  this  waxy- 
looking    substance    had    a    brilliant    mother-of-pearl 
appearance,  and  was  smooth  and  evjcn,   with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  small  granular  elevations.     A  section 
through  this  spherical  mass  exhibited  the  following 
appearances : — The  central  part  was  of  a  dingy  brown 
colour,  and  of  cheesy  consistence,   homogeneous,  and 
without  a  laminated  arrangement;    this  colour  ceased 
rather    abruptly  at  two  lines  from   the  surface,  the 
peripheral  portion  for  a  line  in  thickness,  having  a  dead 
white  pearly  appearance ;  this  part  had  also  a  distinctly 
laminated  arrangement  of  structure,  the  laminae  being 
extremely  thin,  but  separable  readily  by  the  point  of  the 
scalpel.     The  laminated  arrangement,   though    most 
distinct  at  the  circumferential  portion  was  not  confined 
to  it,  but  extended  through  the  dark-coloured  part 
towards  the  centre,   gradually  getting  less  distinctly 
traceable  as  it  approached  this  point,  where  it  was 
completely  lost. 

On  a  microscopical  examination,  the  circumferential 
part  was  seen  to  consist  of  laminee,  having  very  much 
the  appearance  of  tessellated  epithelial  cell- membranes, 
intermixed  with  layers  of  cholesterine  crystals;  the 
cells  were  irregular  in  form,  generaUy  hexagonal  or 
polyhedral,  very  transparent^  with  a  pale^  delicate  out- 
line, and  always  without  nuclei  or  granular  contents, 
resembling  scales  therefore,  rather  than  cells ;  although 
they  generally  presented  themselves  in  membrane-like 
masses,  individual  cells  readily  separated  and  presented 
the  characters  above  described.  The  crystals  were 
extremely  abundant  at  and  towards  the  circumference, 
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but  dimiDiBhed  rapidly  towardfl  the  centre,  where  they 
were  absent  The  oeUs,  too^  gradually  lost  their  scale-like 
character,  became  more  regularly  spherical,  and  con- 
tained oil  as  they  approached  the  centre ;  they  still 
generally  presented  themselves  in  membrane-like 
masses,  bat  individual  cells  separated  much  more  readily. 
The  surface  of  the  separated  cells  frequently  had  a 
wrinkled  appearance,  probably  firom  the  escape  of  a 
portion  of  the  contaiped  oiL  A  second  cyst  of  oblong 
form  measuring  an  inch  and  a  half  in  its  long  diameter, 
passed  directly  outwards,  one  of  its  small  eztreoiiUes 
being  adapted  to  the  convex  outline  of  the  spherical  cyst 
above  described ;  it  had  thick  parietes  externally,  and  a 
thin  membranous  wall  on  its  central  aspect,  and  cctp- 
tained  cholesteatomatous  matter  resembling  in  its 
microscopic  characters  that  above  described,  but  of  a 
whitish,  translucent,  wilxy,  or  spermaceti-like  appear- 
ance throughout,  and  less  regularly  disposed.  The 
dense,  laminated  material  of  mother-of-pearl  lustre, 
above  described  as  surrounding  the  spherical  mass, 
existed  here  only  at  the  smaU  end  in  apposition  with  the 
spherical  eyst,  a^d  g^ong  the  sides  to  a  variable  extent. 
A  third  cyst  of  spherical  form,  nearly  two  inches  in 
diameter,  and  situated  laterally  with  mspeot  to  the- two 
last-desoribed  cysts,  was  filled  with  a  dear  and  slightly 
viscid  or  gelatinous  fluid,  such  as  is  constantly  met  with 
in  ovarian  cysts;  examined  microscopically,,  this  fluid 
was  seen  to  contain  masses  of  a  finely  granular  matter 
mixed  with  spherical  cells  like  mucous  corpuscles ;  no 
ciystals  wers  seen,  but  only  a  small  quantity  of  this 
fluid  was  examined,  most  of  it  having  escaped  on  opening 
the  tumour  J  however,  the  fluid  contents  of  some  of  the 
imaller  cysts,  from  the  cluster  of  compound  cysts,  was 
carefully  examined,  and  presented  slmiUr  appearances. 
The  cluster  of  compound  cysts  alluded  to  was  in  appo- 
sition with  this  cyst,  and  aUo  with  a  smaller  one  to  be 
next  described,  between  which  it  was  compressed.  The 
■mall  cyst  adverted  to  was  of  a  narrow,  oval  form,  less 
than  an  inch  in  its  long  diameter,  more  central  in 
situation,  and  having  thin  membranous  parietes ;  it  was 
filled  with  a  white  granular  fatty  substance  of  very  soft 
consistence,  resembling  that  met  with  in  the  ovarian 
cysts  which  contlKin  hair,  &c.  Under  the  microscope 
this  substance  was  seen  to  consist  of  cells  filled  with  oil ; 
the  cells  were  of  the  same  size  and  appearance  as  those 
described  in  the  central  part  of  the  spherical  chohstea- 
tomatous  mass  from  the  first  cyst,  but  completely 
spherical,  being  distended  with  oil,  and  without  any 
tendency  to  cohere;  cells  having  a  slightly  wrinkled 
appearance  from  the  partial  escape  of  oil  were  abo 
numerous.  A  portion  of  this  fatty  substance  was 
allowed  to  remain  a  few  hours  on  a  piece  of  writing 
paper,  on  which  it  left  a  large  greasy  spot. 

These  appearances  seemed  to  favour  a  suggestion 
made  by  Dr.  Bristowe,  that  the  cells  or  scales  inter- 
mixed in  membranous  layers  with  the  crystals  of 
cholesterine,  principally  on  the  outer  portion  of  the 
cholesteatomatous  masses  were  identical  with  the  oil- 
containing  cells  in  the  cefitral  portion,  and  the  fatty 
flubstanoe  in  the  fourth-described  cyst  being  derived  from 
them  by  the  simple  exudation  of  their  oily  contents, 


'nstead  of  being  formed  by  the  shedding  of  epitfaeliiu» 
in  successiTe  layers  from  the  walls  of  the  cysts  into  their 
cavities  as  described  by  Miiller.  The  crystab  seemed 
to  abound  in  direct  proportion  to  the  disappearance  of 
the  oil  from  the  cells,  and  therefore  existed  in  greatest 
abundance  at  and  towards  the  surface  of  the  cholestea- 
tomatous masses. 

Hydatid  Abscess  of  the  lAver,  opening  into  the  lUghi 
Pleural  Cavity. ^By  Dr.  Bbistowb. 

W.  W.,  a  chairmaker,  aged  20,  was  examined  the 
24th  November,  at  1  p.m.,  having  died  at  2  a.m.  the 
same  morning,  For  three  years  he  had  been  ailing.  A 
month  before  his  death  he  is  said  to  have  had  a  very 
severe  attack  of  fever,  accompanied  by  intense  pun  in 
the  right  side,  and  at  this  time  enlargement  in  that 
neighbourhood  was  first  noticed.  It  is  most  probable 
that  the  attack  of  fever  marked  the  occurrence  of 
suppuration  of  the  hydatid  cyst.  The  fever  diminshed, 
but  the  pain  and  swelling  of  the  side  continued  ox 
rather  increased,  up  to  the  time  of  death. 

At  the  post'tnortem  examination  he  was  found  ex- 
tremely emaciated.  The  right  side  of  the  chest  and 
abdomen  was  very  prominent  and  bulging;  the  parietes 
tense  and  smooth ;  large  veins  were  seen  running  super- 
ficially over  the  right  hypochondriac  region  and  lower 
part  of  the  chest,  and  numerous  haemorrhagic  spots  were 
scattered  over  this  part.  At  almost  the  first  inciaon 
through  the  cartilages  of  the  right  ribs,  a  small  amount 
of  somewhat  offensive  gas  escaped,  together  with  a 
quantity  of  thin,  yellowisli  pus,  in  which  were  floating 
numerous  hydatids  ;  these  were  all  collapsed  or  broken, 
and  of  a  yellow  colour,  many  containing  large  bubbles 
of  air.  On  laying  open  the  chest,  the  pleural  cavity 
was  found  fall  of  fluid  similar  to  that  which  had  escaped* 
its  amount  being  several  pints.  The  lung  was  collapsed, 
airless,  and  much  reduced  in  size,  covered  by  a  layer  of 
opaque,  buff'-coloured,  somewhat  soft  fibrin,  a  portion 
of  which  glued  the  lobes  of  the  long  to  one  another,  and 
the  base  of  the  lung  to  the  diaphragm.  The  parietal 
pleura  was  similarly  covered.  Immediately  in  front  of 
the  root  of  the  lung,  the  fibrinous  deposit  was  more 
abundant,  and  there  was  a  small  quantity  of  thick 
creamy  pus,  which,  on  applying  pflssure  to  the  liver, 
was  somdwhat,  but  very  slowly,  increased  in  quantity. 
The  liver  was  very  large,  extending  from  below  the 
umbilicus  to  the  space  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  ribs. 
The  left  lobe  was  somewhat  laiger  than  natural,  but  the 
great  increase  in  bulk  was  due  to  enlargement  of  the 
right  lobe,  which  seemed  almost  entirely  converted  into 
a  large  fluctuating  cyst.  The  liver  was  adherent  above 
to  the  diaphragm,  but  free  elsewhere.  On  making  a 
section  through  the  anterior  part  of  toe  cyst,  a  large 
quantity  (four  or  five  pints)  of  thick,  white,  creamy  poa 
escaped,  together  with  numerous  hydatids,  resembling 
those  obtained  from  the  pleura  in  every  respect,  except 
that  of  containing  air.  Among  the  hydatids  was  one 
imperfect,  but  of  very  large  size,  which  had  probably, 
previous  to  the  occurrence  of  suppuration,  formed  the 
lining  of  the  cyst ;  this  was  very  adherent  at  one  part, 
and,  on  removal,  a  portion  of  it  was  found  crumpled 
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0^,  and  deeply  stained  with  bile.  On  washing^  ont  the 
cyst,  its  parietes  were  seen  to  be  formed  of  a  firm, 
whitish,  fibrous  niaterial  about  a  line  in  thickness,  not 
laminated  nor  containing  any  earthy  deposit,  but  present- 
ing a  somewhat  reticuhited  surface,  and  in  places 
aborescent  markings,  evidently  the  remains  of  obliterated 
vessels.  At  the  upper  part,  where  adherent  to  tVr 
diaphragm,  the  cyst- wall  was  thicker  and  firmer  than 
elsewhere,  and  made  up  of  condensed  liver-structure 
and  diaphragm  inseparably  united ;  this  was  partially 
destroyed  in  places  by  small,  well-defined,  sinuous 
ulcers,  and  was  circumscribed  also  by  ulceration,  which 
bad  in  many  places  laid  bare  the  muscular  fibres  of  the 
diaphragm ;  this  was  especially  the  case  on  the  inner 
ride,  where  they  were  exposed  and  perforated;  the 
orifice,  however,  was  in  great  measure  plugged  up  by  a 
considerable  quantity  of  the  lining  of  the  cyst,  which 
had.  been  partially  detached  by  ulceration.  It  was 
through  this  opening  that  the  communication  with  the 
pleural  cavity  was  established.  At  the  posterior  and 
lower  part  of  the  cyst  was  a  somewhat  valvular,  oblique 
opening,  large  enough  to  admit  the  tip  of  the  forefinger; 
it  was  found  to  be  the  orifice  of  the  right  hepatic  duct, 
■t  about  two  inches  from  its  junction  with  the  left ;  the 
duct  between  these  points  was  dilated  and  pale,  con- 
trasting remarkably  with  the  left  and  common  ducts, 
which  were  stained  with  bile;  it  was  here  beyond  doubt 
that  the  large  hydatid  before  mentioned  had  become 
fixed.  This  explains  thff  adhesion  that  was  noticed,  the 
crumpled  and  bile-stained  appearance  of  part  of  it,  and 
also  the  paleness  of  the  duct  itself.  On  examining 
dosely  the  parts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  orifice,  it 
was  seen  that  the  posterior  wail  of  the  duct  was  pro- 
longed in  a  branching  form  for  some  distance  on  the 
posterior  wall  of  the  cyst ;  that  the  prolongations  were 
smooth  and  polished  as  the  duct  itself,  distinctly 
marginated,  and  presenting  the  orifices  of  other  ducts, 
along  some  of  which  a  probe  could  be  passed  for  some 
distance.  The  waifs  of  the  cyst  were  about  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  thick  in  front,  and  half  that  behind  ;  they  were 
made  up  externally  of  flattened  liver  structure,  and 
internally  of  the  proper  fibrous  cyst-wall :  the  two, 
however,  were  inseparable,  and  passed  gradually  one 
hito  the  other.  The  former  presented  microscopically 
an  increase  of  fibrous  tissue,  with  an  almost  entire 
absence  of  liver  cells,  which  were  replaced  by  granules 
of  oily  material  free  and  clustered ;  the  latter  presented 
almost  the  same  characters,  except  that  the  granular 
material  was  in  smaller,  the  fibrous  in  greater  quantity. 
The  microscopic  characters  of  the  left  lobe  were  normal. 
Hie  heart  was  very  much*  pushed  over  to  the  left  side, 
but  that  and  all  the  other  viscera  were  healthy.  Besides 
the  general  interest  of  the  above  case,  there  are  two  or 
three  minor  points  worthy  of  notice.  1st.  The  occur- 
rence of  air  in  the  pleura— its  presence  in  that  situation, 
independently  of  pulmonary  lesion,  is  very  rare.  In 
this  case,  though  not  noticed,  it  undoubtedly  existed 
during  life,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  it  was 
due  to  decomposition  in  the  hydatids  themselves,  as  the 
air  was  found  not  only  free,  but  enclosed  within  them. 
Slid.   The  contents  of  hydatid  abscesses  of  the  liver  are 


usually  tinged  with  bile,  whereas  here  they  were  ahnoet 
a  pure  white,  even  though  a  large  bile-duct  opened 
directly  mto  the  cavity.  It  is  certainly  possible  that  th» 
entrance  of  bile  mto  the  cyst  was  the  primary  cause  of 
suppuration,  and  that  the  blocking  up  of  the  orifice  by 
the  hydatid  prevented  any  further  ingress  of  that  fluid, 
and  consequently  enabled  the  contents  to  preserve  their 
colour ;  but  Dr.  Bristowe  was  much  more  inclined  to 
beBeve  that  in  this  case,  and  probably  in  many  others, 
the.  suppuration  was  due  to  some  other  cause  than 
extravasation  of  bile,  sind  that  the  patulous  state  of  the 
dbct  was  a  natural  appearance  resulting  from  the 
development  of  the  hydatid  within  it.  This  is.  borne 
out  by  the  fccts,  that  there  was  no  appearance  of  any- 
thing like  ulceration  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  orifice^ 
that  the  duct  opened  abruptiy  into  the  cyst,  instead  of 
presenting  a  lateral  ulcerated  opening,  and  that  its 
continuation  on  the  wall  of  the  cyst  was  smooth, 
polished,  and  with  even  margins ;  and  it  can  scarcely  be 
imagmed  that  iflceration  should  have  perfectly  destroyed 
one  half  of  its  calibre,  leaving  the  remainder  in  the 
healthy  and  perfect  condition  in  which  it  was  found. 

Ortai   BtUarfimaU   qf  tke   Headf  oacommud  by  « 

Mwbid    Gnnoth    firm    the    Crammi   JBoiMt.— By 

Mr.  Stanlrt. 

This  occurred  in  a  ftumer's  boy,  aged  15,  who  had 
been  repeatedly  struck  upon  his  head  with  the  handle  of 
a  pitchfork.  On  one  occasion  the  blow  was  so  severe 
that  it  stunned  him,  and,  about  a  month  afterwards,  he 
perceived  a  lump  upon  the  top  of  his  head,  which 
gradually  extended  through  the  following  two  years 
over  the  whole  of  the  superior,  lateral,  and  posterior 
parts  of  the  cranium.  The  form  of  the  swelling  was 
such,  that  being  covered  by  the  scalp  stretched  over  it, 
the  aspect  was  that  of  an  additional  cranium  growing 
flrom  the  vault  of  the  sknll.  The  increase  of  the 
morbid  growth  was  aooompani^  by  severe  p«ln  in  the 
head,  also  by  great  enlargement  of  the  bloodvessels  of 
the  scalp,  and  by  loss  of  sight,  first  in  one  eye,  then  in 
the  other.  At  length  sloughing  and  suppuration  ensued 
in  the  scalp,  as  the  consequence  of  its  stretched  and 
inflammatory  condition,  and  after  severe  suffering  for 
nearly  three  years,  convulsions  ensued,  under  which  he 
sank.  On  examining  the  head,  a  morbid  growth  was 
found  arisyig  irom  the  outer  table  of  the  cranium 
through  the  greater  part  of  its  extent,  and  a  similar 
growth  was  found  arising  firom  the  inner  table,  and 
thence  extending  into  the  cranial  cavity,  causing,  by  its 
pressure,  absorption  of  part  of  the  cerebral  hemispheres. 
The  crani})  bones  intervening  between  the  morbid 
growths  were  found  thickened  and  otherwise  altered  in 
texture.  The  morbid  growth  from  the  outer  table  of 
the  skull  was  firm,  and  of  a  whitish  colour ;  it  had  not 
the  characters  either  of  hard  or  soft  cancer,  nor  was  it 
fibrous.  The  morbid  growth  from  the  inner  table  was 
somewhat  softer,  and  of  a  darker  colour. 

Dr.  Jenner,  who  had  undertaken  to  examine  and 
report  on  the  microscopical  characters  of  the  preceding 
specimen,  detailed  the  appearances  observed  in  different 
portions  of  the  tissue,  and  concluded  that  they  may  be 
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,  grouped  under  four  heads :— Ist.  The  normal  elements 
of  the  parts,  more  or  less  changed,  e,  g.,  the  nerve  cells. 
2nd.  Fibro-plastic  corpuscles,  fusiform  fibres,  and  free 
nndei.  3rd.  White  fibrous  and  yellow  elastic  tissues. 
These,  perhaps,  owed  their  origin  chiefly  to 'the 
development  of  the  fibro-plastic  corpuscles ;  probably, 
howefver,  they  were  partly  the  remains  of  the  elements 
of  the  normal  tissues  of  tiie  parts.  4  th.  The  products 
of  inflammation,  e.  ff.,  the  non-nucleated  granular 
^rpuscles,  and  molecular  protein  granules.  In  different 
stages  of  development,  in  diflferent  states  of  decay  or 
degeneration,  and  variously  combined  and  arranged, — 
these  constituted  the  portions  of  the  growth  which  he 
(Dr.  Jenner)  had  for  examination.  A  question  may  be 
entertained,  whetiier  in  this  case  the  fibro^plastic 
dement,  and,  consequently,  so  much  of  the  fibrous 
tissue  as  had  its  origin  in  it,  may  not  have  been  developed 
from  a  blastema,  the  product  of  inflammatory  action ; 
certainly,  fibro-plastic  corpuscles  and  fusiform  fibres  are 
sometimes  ibund  on  serous  membranes,  as  the  result  of 
the  development  or  organisation  of  inflammatory 
exudation  matter,  and  it  would  appear  to  depend,  partly 
at  least,  on  the  constitutional  state  of  the  patient  to 
-  determine  whether  inflammation  shall  cause  the  exuda- 
tion of  simple  fibrillating  contractile  lymph,  a  blastema 
capable  of  evolution  into  fibro-plastic  tissue,  pus,  or 
granular  corpuscles,  and  protein  molecular  granules. 
But,  whether  themselves  originating  in  inflammatory 
action  or  not,  it  is  universally  admitted,  thatfibro-plastic 
growths  are,  like  all  vascular  structures,  capable  of 
becoming  inflamed,  and  to  the  inflammation  set  up  in 
the  growth  itself  the  softening  and  the  granular 
corpuscles  seem  in  thb  case  to  have  been  due.  In  the 
parts  in  which  these  corpuscles  and  granules  were  the 
most  abundant,  fiit  was  found  in  the  largest  quantity. 
Tins  fact  lends  support  to  the  opinion,  that  this  form 
of  exudation  undeigoes  fatty  degneration  with  greater 
facility  than  most  other  forms.  With  reference  to  the 
question  of  malignancy,  the  only  conclusion  warranted 
by  the  microscopical  examination  is,  that  it  was  locally, 
but  not  constitutionally,  malig*<iant;  at  the  same  time, 
it  seemed  to  him  that  our  acquaintance  with  the 
microscopical  characters  of  morbid  growths,  the  histories 
of  which  prove  them  unequivocally  to  have  been  con- 
stitutionally maglignant,  is  not  snfliciently  extensive  for 
a  definite  statement  to  be  made  on  this  point. 


/nrtigti  ieprtmmt 


FRANCE. 

On  PiiinUetum,  orpatring  of  Hairs  with  the  Urine, 

This  is  the  title  of  a  lengthy  essay  by  M.  Rayer, 
published  in  the  Oazeite  Medicate,  The  author  believes 
that  the  haira  occasionally  observed  to  be  passed  with 
the  urine,  or  engaged  in  calculi,  may  arise  from  three 
sources : — Ist,  original  formation  in  the  Urinary  pas- 
sages j  2nd,  evacuation  from  cysts;  3rd,  introduction 
from  without. 


The  fint  is  a  very  rare  occurrance ;  it  is  distingnidied 
by  the  hairs  being  passed  either  in  natural  or  bloody 
urine.  They  are  passed  vrithont  pah»  in  i^ny  caaett 
but  where  there  is  a  bloody  or  purulent  urine,  there  is 
generally  considerable  suffering. 

The  evacuation  of  hair  from  cysts  has  usually  beea 
ofcerved  in  women,  and  it  is  presumed  that  the  dis- 
charge comes  firom  ovarian  tumours,  whidi  have  burrt 
into  the  cavity  of  the  bladder. 

Hahn  maybe  introduced  into  the  bladder  in  some  of  tlie 
semi-nymphomaniacal  conditions  observed  in  women; 
they  are  known  to  become  the  nucleus  of  calculi.  Bayer 
thinks  it  not  unlikely  that  hair  and  other  matten  may 
he  introduced  by  the  careless  performance  of  lithotiity. 

On  It{fmUik  Paral^, 

In  an  essay  by  M.  Rilliet,  {Archives  GAierales,)  on 
**  Essential  Paralysis  of  Infants,"  we  find  a  large  amount 
of  interesting  matter,  the  most  practical  portion  of 
which  we  shall  endeavour  to  condense. 

1.  Definition. — The  author  applies  the  term  "Es- 
sential Paralysis"  to  more  or  less  complete  loss  of 
power,  with  or  without  loss  of  sensation,  and  unaccom- 
panied by  any  signs  of  lesion  of  the  nervous  centres. 
This  form  of  paralysis  is  often  incurable,  but  does  not 
of  itself  -shorten  life,  for  which  reason  it  is  diflicult  to 
find  its  structural  causes ;  for  even  if  the  spinal  marrow 
or  brain  shall  exhibit  certain  lesions,  it  becomes  doubtful 
whether  they  are  not  the  results,  rather  than  the  causes, 
of  the  paralysis. 

2.  Seat  and  Mode  qf  Attacic, — Essential  paralysis 
occura  in  three  different  ways  : — Sometimes  it  attacks 
the  patient  suddenly  in  its  highest  degree,  and  without 
obvious  cause ;  at  other  times  it  is  preceded  by  cerebral 
disturbance  and  convulsions,  as  during  dentition,  but  in 
these  case^,  also,  the  loss  of  power  is  sudden,  and  not 
progressive.     Thirdly,  it  may  approach  gradually. 

When  paralysis  is  sudden,  and.  not  preceded  by 
cerebral  symptoms,  it  mostly  appeara  in  the  upper 
extremi^es.  An  infant  goes  to  bed  well,  and  next 
morning  it  is  found  paralyzed  in  one  arm.  Another 
sits  on  the  damp  ground,  and  one  leg  is  suddenly 
discovered  to  have  lost  the  power  of  motion.  At  the 
same  time  there  is  no  perceptible  derangement  of  the 
general  health. 

When  cerebral  symptoms  precede,  these  usuaDy 
consist  of  somnolence,  strabismus,  dilatation  of  the 
pupil,  and  headache.  These  symptoms  speedily  subside. 
At  other  times  violent  and  repeated  convulsions  occur ; 
these  cease,  and  paralysis  is  found  to  have  supervened. 
Paralysis  sometimes  succeeds  chorea,  as  in  the  cases 
cited  by  Drs.  Kennedy  and  Lee.  It  also  appears  in 
the  course  of  exanthematic  fevers,  and  is  then  gene- 
rally discovered  for  the  first  time  when  convalescenoo 
commences. 

3.  Symptoms  and  Progress. — In  whatever  way  in- 
fantile paralysis  commences,  it  presents  two  periods,— 
one,  that  of  paralysis,  the  other,  that  of  atrophy.  In 
some  fortunate  cases  the  disease  does  not  proceed  to 
the  latter  extent.  The  symptoms  vary  with  the  part 
aflected.    If  the  arm  is  the  seat  of  the  disease,  it  hangs 
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lifelesa,  and  if  lifted  falls  again  to  the  side.  The 
paralysis  is  sometimes  complete,  at  other  times 
limited  to  certain  sets  of  muscles.  In  some  ingfa>nAPft 
the  finn^rs  are  flexed  upon  the  thumb. 

So  also  in  the  loirer  extremity  the  loss  of  power  may 
be  complete^  or  partiaL  If  the  child  does  not  waUq||t 
kicks  the  sound  leg  about,  while  the  other  lies  motion- 
less. The  paralyzed  limb  is  not  the  seat  of  any  pain. 
Tbe  colour  and  temperature  of  the  skin  are  often 
normal.  The  sensation  is  generally  intact.  In  fact 
tbe  paralysis  of  motion  constitutes  the  entire  malady. 

The  progress  of  the  disease  is  not  always  the  same  s 
it  may  disappear  completely,  and  rapidly,  or  it  may 
persbt  with  or  without  amelioration.  In  the  latter 
cue,  sooner  or  later,  the  second  period  or  that  of 
sctrophy  commences.  This  is  marked  by  diminution  of 
temperature,  wasting  of  the  muscles,  and  arrest  of 
growth  of  all  the  structures  together,  so  that  the  limb 
is  perceptibly  smaller  and  shorter  than  the  other.  In 
proportion  as  the  temperature  diminishes  so  does  the 
ikin  change  colour,  becoming  more  and  more  livid. 

Fresh  observations  on  the  condition  of  the  vessels  of 
paralyzed  limbs  ace  necessary,  but  it  is  obvious  that 
these  tubes  are  involved  in  the  general  atrophy.  The 
pulse  at  the  wrist  is,  in  some  cases,  scarcely  to  be  felt. 

As  a  further  consequence  of  infantile  paralysis,  the 
spinal  column  becomes  variously  distorted,  and  the 
limbs  themselves  may  be  deformed.  Thus,  in  paralysis 
of  the  arm,  and  atrophy  of  the  deltoid,  the  head  of 
Hm  humerus  may  be  completely  dislocated,  the  weight 
df  the  limb  stretching  the  capsular  ligament,  until  it 
sDowB  the  head  of  the  bone  to  glide  out  of  the  glenoid 
cavity.  Such  cases  are  described  by  West,  and  one  is 
reported  by  the  author  of  the  present  memoir. 

Heine  has  describ^  deformity  of  the  lower  limbs 
thus  paralyzed,  consisting  of  flexion  of  the  thigh  upon 
tiie  pelvis,  and  of  the  leg  upon  the  thigh.  The  paralysis 
c^  one  set  of  muscles,  and  antagonistic  contraction  of 
others,  gives  rise  to  the  different  varieties  of  club-foot. 

4.  Prognosis, — Essential  paralysis  does  not  com- 
promise life,  but  as  it  in  some  cases  disappears  rapidly 
and  completely,  while  fn  others  it  is  perfectly  incurablci 
it  becomes  important  to  determine  the  circumstances 
wUch  should  lead  to  a  favourable  or  an  unfavourable 
prognosis.  This,  according  to  Kennedy,  is  to  be  known 
by  the  mumer  in  which  the  paralysis  has  occurred. 
Hie  author  of  the  present  memoir  does  not  agree  in 
Una  opinion  to  the  full  extent,  but  he  admits  the  value 
of  the  observation  as  approximative.  Thus  he  thinks 
we  may  hope  for  a  perfect  cure,  when  the  paralysis 
has  succeeded  contraction;  also  a  complete  though 
tardy  cure  may  b&  expected  when  it  has  come  on 
after  chorea,  or  in  the  course  of  an  attack  of  fever. 
Tlie  case  is  more  hopeless  when  the  paralysis  is  pre- 
ceded by  convulsion;  so  also  when  the  paralysis  is 
gradual  in  its  approach.  The  result  is  but  little  influ- 
enced by  the  part  affected.  Dr.  West  considers  the 
prognosis  to  be  greatly  influenced  by  the  duration  of 
the  affection  at  the  time  treatment  is  commenced.  Of 
BX  cases  of  cure  reported  by  him,  four  commenced 
treatment  within  two  days  of  the  attack,  while  eight,  in 


whom  no  treatment  was  adopted  until  the  lapse  of  six 
months,  remained  permanently  paralytic. 

5.  Causes, — ^Authors  agree  that  this  form  of  paralysis 
is  more  common  in  the  first  and  second  years  o£ 
life  than  subsequently.  In  two-thhrds  of  the  cases 
on  record,  the  child  was  between  the  ages  of  six 
months  and  two  years.  However  West,  Kennedy, 
and  Heine,  have  known  the  disease  ^  to  attack  children 
as  late  as  five,  six,  and  seven  years  of  age.  Sex 
has  no  influence  on  the  disease.  It  is  more  likely 
to  occur,  in  the  opinion  of  some  writers,  in  robust 
and  well  formed,  than  in  feeble  and  ill-nourished 
qhildren,  but  such  is  not  the  author's  experience* 
Among  the  occasional  causes  may  be  mentwned  chills 
and  blows. 

6.  Diagnosis, — The  diagnosis  of  paralysis  is  not  diffi* 
cult,  but  it  is  not  always  easy  to  say  whether  the  palsy 
is  essential,  or  symptomatic  of  lesion  of  the  nervous 
centres,  unless  the  symptoms  of  the  latter  diseases  have 
been  well  marked.  The  diseases  of  the  brain  which 
commence  in  convulsions  at  the  age  most  liable  to  essen- 
tial paralysis,  are  meningitis,  tubercular  hydrocephalus 
and  meningeal  apoplexy.  The  two  former  diseases  are 
generally  accompanied  by  disturbances  of  the  sensorium, 
which  are  not  seen  in  simple  paralysis,  and  are  more- 
over generally  mortal.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
meningeal .  apoplexy,  which  is  moreover '  commonly 
followed  by  tonic  contraction  of  the  limb.  M.  Ozanam 
believes  that  meningeal  apoplexy  is  the  cause  of  all  the 
cases  of  paralysis,  which  are  preceded  by  convulsions, 
but  he  does  not  adduce  a  single  fact  in  support  of  his 
theory. 

This  form  of  paralysis  can  be  confounded  with  diseases 
of  the  hip  only  by  a  very  careless  observer,  and  from 
the  progressive  muscular  atrophy  mentioned  by  M. 
Aran,  it  is  distinguished  by  the  latter  being  an  affection 
peculiar  to  ad^t  life. 

7.  Treatment. — West  and  Kennedy  trust  to  purga- 
tives and  tonics,  but  allude  entirely  to  the  treatment  of 
the  stage  of  simple  paralysis.  Heine  goes  deeper  into 
the  subject,  and  endeavours  to  remedy  the  stage  of 
atrophy  also.  The  indications  of  treatment  proposed 
by  him  are  : — 

1 .  To  awaken  the  nervous  power  of  the  spinal  marrow 
and  nerves  of  the  affected  limb.  2,  To  restore  the  de- 
formities by  orthopedic  measures.  3.  To  invigorate 
the  constitution. 

For  the  fulfilment  of  the  first  indication  he  gives 
nux  vomica  internally,  and  applies  it  in  frictions  along 
the  spine.  Electricity  has  failed  entirely,  but  he  has 
been  more  successful  by  well  regulated  gymnastic 
movements  of  the  wasted  limb.  For  this  purpose 
various  ingenious  instruments  have  been  devised  which 
our  space  will  not  allow  us  to  particularize.  ^ 


GERMANY. 

On  the  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Noma. 
In  a  memoir   by  Professor    Albers    (Archiv.  fir 
Physiologisch.  Heiihinds,)  we  find  some  valuable  ob- 
servations on  the  frightful  disease  known  under  the 
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tifle  of  moma,  or  amcram  oris.  The  anthor  ezpresMt 
lib  belief  that  there  are  two  forms  of  the  malady ;  one 
ebancterised  by  toft,  and  the  other  Aorif  gajigrene.  In 
the  first  form  the  cSieek  becomes  blnish,  and  sloughs 
away  in  layers,  leaTing  a  soft  pnltaceons  surface,  from 
which  a  sanious  and  horribly  foetid  pns  exades.  This  Is 
a  rsre  form  of  disease  according  to  M.  Albers,  and 
should  be  distinguished  from  true  noma. 

The  second  form  commences  by  a  greyish-white 
induration  of  the  submucous  tisane  of  the  cheek  which 
aoon  becomes  perceptible  externally,  and  erentually 
doughs  to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  The  author  gives 
only  a  single  example  of  this  form,  but  enters  minutely 
into  its  pa^kgical  anatomy.  The  first  change  whicb 
la  perceived  is  an  infiltntioo  beneath  the  maeous 
membmie,  which  speedily  coagulates,  and  gives  rise  to 
tlie  induration  above  mentioned.  The  mlcrasoOpic 
elements  consist  of  &t  granules,  albumhious  corposdes, 
and  dark  bodies,  the  nature  of  which  is  undeftermtBed. 
The  blood-ressels  manifest  important  lesions;  theb 
parietes  are  thickened,  and  their  canals  obstructed!  by 
coagnia,  but  these  appearances  are  the  consequence, 
and  not  the  cause,  of  the  gangrene.  The  affection,  he 
thinks,  is  evidently  of  constitutional  origin,  and  the 
treatment  mnst  thercfoie  include  attention  to  the 
general  powers  of  the  system.  The  local  measures 
advised  are  the  application  of  mineral  acids.  The 
author  makes  no  allusion  to  the  value  of  chlorate  of 
potash  in  this  disease. 

Another  New  Remedy  for  Tama. 

There  is  a  phint  called  Mtucuna,  a  native  of  Abyssinia. 
M.  PrunerSy  {Jtfeue  Med.  Ckir,  Zeitung)  professes  tO; 
have  used  it  in  several  cases  with  complete  success. 
He  was  first  apprised  of  its  value  by  an  interpreter,  a 
native  of  Gondar,  who  had  experienced  its  benefit  in  his 
own  parson.  Its  action  differs  from  that  bf  the  kousto, 
inasmuch  as  it  destroys  the  worm  without  inducing 
diarrhoea.  It  is  given  in  the  form  of  powder  of  the 
root,  the  dose  being  an  ounce,  taken  fasting. 


PRACTICAL  MEDICINE  AND  PATHOLOGY. 
Agane  Amerieana  in  Scurvy, 

This  pUmt  has  been  successfully  used  in  America,  by 
Dr.  Glover  Perrin.  He  states  that  while  in  the  Texas 
several  soldiers  of  his  regiment  became  scorbutic.  Of 
these,  some  were  put  upon  lemon  juice,  others  on 
citric  acid,  which  were  continued  for  several  days 
without  benefit.  Being  informed  by  the  curate  of  the 
town  that  he  had  once  suffered  from  an  attack  in  his 
own  person,  and  had  been  cured  by  the  use  of  domestic 
remedies,  among  which  was  the  agave,  Dr.  Perrin 
determined  to  make  use  of  the  expressed  Juice  of  this 
plant.  A  few  days  after  its  administration  was  begun, 
ft  decided  amendment  wss  observed,  and  all  were  soon 
relieved.  The  countenance,  he  says,  so  universally 
Rejected  and  despairing  in  the  patients  affected  with 


scurvy,  is  brightened  up  by  contentment  and  hope  in 
two  days  from  the  time  of  its  introduction,  and  there 
was  marked  evidence  of  improvement  at  eadi  sneoasrive 
visit.  Dr.  Perrin,  consequently,  places  diis  f^ant  for 
above  lime-juice  as  a  remedy  in  this  disease.  Th« 
pi^  grows  indigenous  in  most  partf  of  Texas,  and,  be 
was  informed,  of  New  Mexico  and  California.  It 
grows  in  a  sandy  soil,  and  contains  a  large  amount  of 
regetable  and  saccharine  matter,  and  is  of  itself  suffi- 
ciently nutritious  to  sustain  a  patient  for  days.  Hie 
manner  in  which  it  is  used  is  as  follows: — ^The  leaves 
are  cut  off  close  to  the  root ;  they  are  placed  in  hot 
ashes  until  thoroughly  cooked,  when  they  are  removed, 
and  the  juice  expressed  from  them.  The  expressed 
juice  is  then  strained,  and  may  be  used  thus  or  may  be 
sweetened.  It  may  be  given  in  the  dose  of  two  to 
three  ounces  three  times  daily .-^iVino  Tork  Jotamal  vf 
Medicine. 

Ni6»  MHIkod  o/IMermmmy  ike  Anunmt  qf  Vrm  as 
Urku.—'Bf  Profoaaor  Lxbbio. 

This  consists  in  the  addition  to  the  liquid  of  a  mea- 
sured  quantity  of  a  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  binoxide 
of  mercury,  which  forms  with  urea  an  insoluble  salt, 
consisting  of  one  atom  of  nitrate  of  urea  to  four  of  the 
binoxide  of  mercury.  It  is  only  necessary  to  neutralize, 
by  some  alkali  or  alkaline  earth,  the  nitric  add  disen- 
gaged by  the  action  of  the  urea  upon  the  reagent  applied, 
without  which  some  of  the  precipitate  would  be  re- 
dissolved.  This  method  appeals  at  once  the  readiest 
and  most  exact  that  has  been  yet  proposed  for  the 
determination  of  urea,  and  by  suggesting  it,  -  Baron 
Liebig  has  added  materially  to  the  services  already 
rendered  by  him  to  animal  physiology,  in  thus  enabling 
medical  men  to  watch  with  precision  the  changes  that 
occur  in  this  important  constituent  of  the  urine,  whether 
in  health  or  in  disease. — Medicdl  Time*  and  Gazette^ 
February  28th. 


€vmv^v^xt. 


THE  INCOMB.TAX. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Promneial  Medical  and  Surgiemi 
Jotimal. 
Sia, — ^Will  you  oblige  the  Income  Tax  Committee  of 
the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  by 
inserting  the  enclosed  letter  in  the  current  number  of 
your  journal.  You  will  also  confer  an  especial  fovovu 
upon  the  Committee  by  seconding  their  appeal  to  tiie 
members  of  the  medical  profession,  as  they  are  cnxioiis 
to  induce  all  who  feel  aggrieved  by  the  tax  to  range 
themselves  under  their  banners. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  SMITH,  M.D. 
Portland  House,  Cheltenham. 
Marehia,  1852. 

2t>  the  Membere  qf  the  Medfcal  Profeamn, 

GxNTLBMKN, — The  time  has  now  arrived  when  it 
behoves  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  to  bestir 
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timnaelTes,  i^  order  that  they  may  prevent  a  re-impo- 
mdon  of  that  most  hnrtfol  measure,  tbe  Income-Taz. 
The  Committee  appointed  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Prorincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association  have 
had  under  their  serious  consideration  the  best  method 
to  be  adopted  to  accomplish  this  most  desirable  object 
^Diey  wish  to  apprize  their  professional  brethren  gene- 
nUy  that  an  opportunity  of  making  their  grievances 
known  to  the  members  of  the  Income-Tax  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  will  shortly  be  afforded,  and 
also  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  kindly 
oonsented  to  receive  a  deputation  from  the  Association's 
Committee  as  soon  as  the  state  of  public  business  wUl 
•dmit.  Unless  j^rsonal  apathy  or  indifference  should 
pravail,  it  seems  impossible  to  believe  that  tbe  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  propose,  or  the  enlightened 
Members  of  the  British  Legislature  sanction  in  per- 
petuity, a  tax  so  peculiarly  unjust  an4  injurious  in  its 
effects  on  the  medical  man.  Upon  no  class  of  persons 
in  Her  Majesty's  dominions  has  the  pressure  of  the 
Inoome-Tax  been  so  severely  felt  as  by  the  medieal 
profession.  Foroed  at  the  outset  of  his  professional 
career  to  maintain  a  respectable  appearance,,  and  com- 
pelled by  popular  prejudice,  in  the  majority  of  instances, 
to  form  a  matrimonial  alliance  ere  he  has  fairly  obtained 
a  sufficiency  to  support  even  himself,  after  years  of 
tofl,  with  an  in  increasing  family,  the  medical  man 
niely  finds  himself  possessed  of  more  than  a  bare 
competency  to  meet  his  current  expenses,  of  which^  by 
death,  or  the  casualties  of  sickness,  Stc,  &c.,  his 
dependent  relatives  may  suddenly  be  deprived.  When 
it  la  considered  how  large  a  portion  of  the  medical 
man's  time  for  ten,  or  it  may  be  for  twenty,  years  of 
his  practice,  is  devoted  to  gratuitous  objects,  and  how 
important  it  is  to  his  future  prospects  that  his  profes- 
•ional  income^  based  in  public  estimation  upon  his 
eleemosynary  services,  should  be  concealed  from  the 
public  gaze,  it  cannot  be  wondered  at  that  inquisitorial 
investigations,  set  in  motion  by  the  machinery  of  the 
Inoome-Tax,  should  be  regarded  by  the  medical  prac- 
titioner with  feelings  of  the  most  intense  dislike.  The 
exposure,  consequent  upon  this  tax,  of  his  private  affairs 
to  the  Income-Tax  Commissioners,  and  a  host  of  sub- 
ordinates, cannot  fail  to  induce  most  unpleasant  fore- 
bodings in  the  honest  mind ;  nor  can  it  be  concealed 
tliat  those  who  are  in  possession  of  the  knowledge  of 
fbBprnaie  neeipte  of  the  ntedical  man,  however  esti- 
mable they  may  view  bis  character  in  privaie  life,  are 
sot  likely  to  consult  him  unless  he  can  show  a  large 
balance  in  his  Income-Tax  returns. 

1^  Committee  of  the  Association,  therefore,  deem  it 
to  be  their  duty  to  inform  the  profession  that  they  are 
determined  energetically  to  oppose  the  re-enactment  of 
this  impost.  They  suggest  the  propriety  of  immediately 
aaaembling  the  local  committees,  aiid  call  upon  every 
medical  man,  whether  he  is  a  member  of  the  Association 
or  not,  to  oo'^perate  with  them  in  their  exertions 
to  accomplish  the  above  object;  they  wish  to  inculcate 
in  every  breast  the  necessity  of  a  vigorous  and 
united  effort  to  relieve  themselves  from  this  intolerable 
grievance.  They  appeal  to  the  fbw  opulent  members 
of  the  medical  profession  to  whom  the  payment  of 
■a  Income  Tnx  may  be  of  little  consideration,  to 
eome  forward  and  aid  the  Committee  in  their  endra- 
youn  to  obtain    redress    for  the  vest  majority   of 


'  >r  

ttieir  brethren  to  whom  the  tax  is  most  invidious, 
aiMl  the  aboHiitm  of  the  highest  importance.  To  the 
latter  they  would  simply  say—"  Be  up  and  doing." 
In  order  that  all  may  act  in  concert  for  the  general 
weal,  the  Committee  would  be  glad  to  receive  any 
information  touching  the  oppressive  nature  of  the 
tax — eny  instance  indicative  of  its  injustice,  or  any 
case  detailing  the  injurious  effects  resulting  from  the 
measure.  The  Committee  will  be  happy  to  receive 
suggestions,  emanating  from  any  medical  man,  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  proceeding  in  furtherance  of  their  object. 
They  will  be  thankful  for  the  names  of  those  who  are 
willing  to  come  forward  and  volunteer  eridence  befbre 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  They  will 
feel  greatly  obliged  to  any  medical  man,  whose  engage- 
ments will  not  permit  him  to  take  a  more  active  part, 
to  communicate  his  opinions  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Committee.  And,  lastly,  should  any  individual  desire 
that  the  facis  only  of  Eis  letter  be  made  known,  his 
commupioation  wiU  be  regarded  as  confidential,  and  his 
luune  not  allowed  to  transpire.  As  the  Committee 
ace  desirous  to  enlist  every  qualified  member  of  the 
medical  profession,  foid  to  obtain  information  from  all, 
they  would  be  glad  to  receive  any  communication  upon 
this  subject,  to  be  addressed  to  their  Secretary,  Dr. 
Smith,  Portland  House,  Cheltenham.  Jt  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  the  Committ^  should  be 
prepared  with  their  evidence  when  called  upon  for  it ; 
no  time  should  be  lost ;  they  therefore  earnestly  hope 
that  members  of  the  profession  will  not  delay  their 
responses  to  this  appeal. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Tbomas  Smitb,  M.D., 

Honorary  Secretary. 


ov  THB 
VARIETIES  OP  CRANIAL  PRESENTATION. 


To  the  JRditors  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal, 

Gentlembn,— In  the  last  number  of  your  journal  a 
communication  appeared  from  Mr.  Ogle,  Student  of 
Medicine,  Edinburgh,  in  reference  to  my  piqper  "  On  the 
Varieties  of  Cranial  Presentation."  As  two  or  three 
passages  in  my  pi^r  have  been  misunderstood  by  Mr. 
Ogle,  and^ne  in  particular  has  not  been  correctly 
quoted,  I  feel  that  some  reply  in  explanation  is  neces- 
sary. Mr.  Ogle  lays  much  stress,  m  limine,  upon  an 
error  which  I  have  made  in  some  statistics  of  Dr. 
Simpson's,  whom  I  have  "  cited  as  an  authority  which 
will  support  my  views."  I  showed,  in  the  last  number 
of  the  Journal,  that  I  could  scarcely  be  held  responsible 
for  Ae  error  In  question,  as  it  first  occurred  in  the 
Briii^h  and  Foreign  Medico-Chirurffieal  Review  for 
January,  1851,  and  has  been  allowed  to  remain  unno- 
ticed  until  the  present  time.  ThOsViews  which  thi« 
error  would  tend  to  support  are  not  my  own  only,  but 
those  of  neariy  all  the  Frendi  accoucheurs;  but  I  am 
prepared  to  support  them,  as  well  as  any  that  are 
exdnsivdy  my  own,  by  statistics  deduced  from  my  own 
experi^ce,  without  the  aid  of  those  derived  from  other 
quarters. 

In  quoting  one  passage  in  particular  from  my  paper, 
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.  Mr.  Ogle  has  omitted  two  wordsi  which  materially 
alter  tiie  meaning  of  the  sentence ;  tfaos,  I  am  made  to 
say,  that  "the  second  presentation  is  in  erery  way 
similar  to  the  first/'  whereas  the  original  sentence 
stands  thns : — "  There  is  every  reason,  a  priori,  for 
snppoaing  that  the  second  presentation,  which  is  in 
erery  way  the  most  similar  to  the  first,  shonld  he  next 
to  it  in  frequency."  This  sentence,  of  course,  implies 
that,  of  the  foar  presentations  of  the  head,  the  mechanism 
of  the  second  most  nearly  resembles  that  of  the  first ; 
and  this  couclosion  was  based  upon  twenty-eight  cases 
of  the  second  position,  in  only  two  of  which  was  it  a 
resnlt  of  a  change  f^om  the  fourth.  I  am  thus  induced 
to  coincide  with  Velpeau,  who  remarks: — "La  tSte 
ez^te  les  m^mes  mouvemens,  pr^nte  la  m6me 
drconferenoe  auz  divers  plans  du  bassin,  ofTre  les 
m^mes  diametres  auz  diam^res  principaux  et  aux  axes 
des  d^troits,  etc.  Settlement,  la  fontanelle  oceipitale 
est  incUn^e  It  droite,  au  lieu  d'etre  toum^e  k  gauche." 

I  can  by  no  means  agree  with  Mr.  Ogle  in  his  esti- 
mate of  the  difficulty,  and  often  impossibility,  of  the 
head  passing  through  Che  pelvis  in  the  fourth  position. 
I  do  not  draw  this  conclusion,  as  he  would  seem  to 
infer,  **  from  a  comparison  of  dried  pelves  and  crania," 
but  from  the  results  of  six  cases  of  the  fourth  position 
which  I  have  witness^,  in  aU  of  which  delivery  was 
accomplished  without  difficulty,  although  the  head 
continued  in  that  position  throughout  the  labour.  Nor 
is  it  correct  to  suppose  that  a  dried  cranium  would  pass 
through  a  pelvis  of  a  given  size  with  much  greater 
facility  than  a  recent  one  covered  with  its  integnments, 
for  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  alteration  of  consequence 
in  the  shape  of  the  former  without  fracturing  it,  whereas 
it  is  a  matter  of  common  experience  that  the  shape  of  the 
latter  may  be  considerably  modified  by  the  pressure 
exerted  upon  it  during  labour.  Mr.  Ogle  takes  exception 
to  the  words  **  very  great,"  as  applied  by  me  to  the 
"  alteration  which  may  take  place  in  the  shape  of  a  child's 
head  during  labour;"  and  in  support  of  his  objection 
adduces  some  experiments  of  Baudeloeque's,  which 
were  performed  with  a  view  to  test  the  compressibility 
of  a  child's  head.  If,  in  referring  to  the  account  of 
these  experiments,  he  had  looked  back  a  page  or  two, 
he  would  have  seen  a  passage  which,  I  think,  fully 
justifies  me  in  using  the  words  '*  very  great"  It  is  as 
follows : — "  We  must  not  argue  concerning  the  effects 
of  the  forceps  from  those  which  we  see  the  head  some- 
times' suffer  in  passing  naturally  through  a  narrow 
pelvis,  because  there  is  scarcely  any  parallel  between 
the  two  cases ;  the  form  of  tho  mould,  which  such  a 
pelvis  presents  to  the  head  being  very  different  trom 
that  of  the  forceps,  and  the  powers  of  art  being  never 
so  gradual  nor  so  well  combined  as  those  of  Nature. 
The  head  pushed  forward  for  hours  together  by  the 
natural  agents  of  delivery  becomes  insensibly  sofler 
and  more  pliable,  and  at  length  acquires  the  necessary 
dispositions  for  moulding  itself  to  the  form  of  the 
pelvis.  If  it  then  flattens  in  one  direction  it  really 
lengthens  in  another;  the  form  of  the  cranium  only 
changes,  and  its  cavity  contracts  so  little  that  the  brain 
is  scarcely  affected  by  it.  I  have  taken  children  whose 
heads  seemed  to  have  lost  nine  or  ten  lines  of  their 
natural  thickness  in  passing  the  superior  strait,  and 
seemed  to  have  lengthened  in  the  same  proportion 


without  comprehending  the  tumour  fofkned  on  the 
scalp,  before  the  posterior  fontanelle.  The  heads  of 
several  of  these  children  were  above  six  inches  and  a 
half,  and  even  seven  inches  long,  finom  the  chin  to  thtf 
top  of  the  aforesud  tumour ;  while  the  thickness  .from' 
one  parietal  protuberance  to  the  other  was  but  two 
inches  and  a  half,  or  two  and  three  quarters  in  some 
and  three  inches  in  others.  In  a  few  hours  after  birth 
the  heads  of  these  children  spontaneously  recovered 
the  thickness  which  they  had  lost  in  delivery,  and  lost 
the  length  which  they  had  acquired  by  it.  The  head 
not  only  loses  its  form  thus,  in  some  caa^,  but  some- 
times even  bends  in  the  manner  of  a  crescent,  so  that 
one  of  its  sides  shall  be  a  little  concave  and  the  other, 
rounded,  without  at  all  affecting  the  child's  life."* 

M.  Baudelooque  then  adds,  in  a  note, — "  M.  Solayres 
informed  us  one  day  in  his  lectures  that  he  had  taken  a 
child  the  evening  before  whose  head  at  the  moment  of 
birth  was  eight  inches  long  all  but  two  lines,  measured 
between  the  two  points  indicated  above;  while  it  had 
preserved  but  two  inches  five  or  six  lines  in  thickness. 
The  day  after,  this  head  had  recovered  its  usual 
dimensions." 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
JOSEPH  GRIFFITHS  SWAYNE. 


Clifton,  Bristol,  March  9,  1852. 
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7b  the  Editore  qf  the  Protmciai  Medical  and  Surgiedl 
Journal, 
Sirs, — I  very  much  regret  I  could  not  be  present  at 
the  special  meetmg  of  the  Yorkshire  Branch  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  held  at 
the  Philosophical  Hall,  Leeds,  on  February  26th,  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  "  Draft  of  a  Bill  for 
Medical  Reform."  Permit  me,  therefore,  to  express 
my  warm  concurrence  in  the  resolution  proposed  bj 
Mr.  Hey  and  Dr.  Chadwick,  and  unanimously  agreed 
to  by  the  members  then  present.  I  hope  measures  will 
be  taken  at  once  to  introduce  the  'Bill  into  the  House 
of  Commons;  and  also  that  the  resignation  of  office 
by  Sir  G.  Grey  will  not  prevent  his  Uking  charge  of 
it.  Affcer  the  general  approval  of  the  profession  and 
medical  journals,  there  can  be  no  good  reason  for  pre- 
venting the  Bill  at  once  becoming  the  law  of  the  land  ; 
and  thus  setting  at  rest  a  question  which  for  many 
years  past  has  agitated,  injured^  and  divided  the  mem- 
bers of  our  profession.  The  sum  of  20s.  appears  laigc 
for  registration,  but  we  must  not  forget  the  Mediod 
Provident  Fund, — ^an  important  feature,  in  my  opinion, 
of  the  Bill,  and  one  that  ought  not  hastily  to  be  given 
up.  I  think  the  alteration  suggested  at  Leeds  an 
important  one,  viz.,—"  That  all  unqualified  perwn*  U 
prevented  from  giving  evidence  in  Courts  qf  Law," 
The  other  clauses  of  the  Bill,  which  provide  tmi/brms/y 
qf  qualification  for  all  when  first  entering  theprqfes- 
sion,  leaving  them  afterwards  to  go  to  the  College  of 
Physicians,  or  the  College  of  Surgeons,  if  ihey  think 
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proper  to  take  a  higher  rank  i-^for  the  expulrion  qf 
men  who,  by  their  etil  deeds,  have  forfeUed  their 
tkaraeter  i—for  an  efficient  registration ; — and  for  the 
pmnishment  qf  those  toho  daily  uyu  with  aid  saet^ice 
the  Vves  qf  their  fellow^creaiures,  by  practising  without 
m^  fnaUficaiion,  can  only  ohtain  at  the  hands  of  the 
honest  and  honourable  members  of  the  profeBsion  an 
VBAoimous  Terdict  of  approval. 
I  am.  Gentleman, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
JOHN  CHARLES  HALL,  M.D. 

Fdlow  of  the  Soyal  CoOege  of  PhytlckM  of  Edhibaish. 

Sheffield,  March  6,  1852. 

P.S.  I  would  suggest  that  a  petition  in  favour  of  the 
BQl  be  at  once  prepared  and  signed  by  every  member 
of  the  Association. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 

SiB, — I  have  perused  >with  roueh  pleasure  the 
"  Dmnght  of  tiie  Proposed  Bill  forthe  better  Regulation 
of  the  Medical  Profession;"  it  is,  without  doubt,  the 
best  which  has  yet  been  framed,  still  it  would  be  excel- 
lent with  a  few  alterations.  I  have  read  the  remarks 
of  those  who  have  freely  ^K>ke&  at  the  several  meetings 
friueh  have  been  held  lately,  as  to  its  merits.  The  Bill 
proposes  to  make  the  fbe  for  ihe  diploma  to  practise 
Bsedicine  and  surgery  j^lO ;  instead  of  this,  the  fee  in 
SBifery  dionld  not  be  les8.than  it  now  is,  £22,  and  m 
medicine,  &c.,  ;£flO,  for  the  coantry, — ^that  is,  for  the 
Beence  from  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  if  this  Company 
are  to  be  allowed  to  grant  their  licence,  whicb^  by  the 
by,  is  scarcely  valued  after  Its  possession,  except  as  the 
law  requires.  It  would,  however,  I  ooneeiye,  be  much 
better  to  do  away  with  the  examination  at  Apothecaries' 
Hall,  and  substitute  one  before  a  court  at  the  CoUege 
of  Physicians ;  or,  if  preferred  by  some,  let  a  mediod 
board  be  formed  at  the  College  of  Surgeons,  and  such 
an  examination  held  on  a  given  day,  besides  the  present 
one  fer  the  diploma  in  surgery.  This  would  be  oon- 
gyered  more  respectable  bythe  public,  for  the  name  of 
^*an  apothecary"  sounds  offensively,  wd  yet  the  man 
m  nothing  more  than  the  humble  apothecary  until  he 
Abo  possesses  the  diploma  from  the  College  of  Snr* 
geons.  Why  should  he?  His  licence  states  he  is 
'<  dtdy  qualified  to  practise  as  an  qpOtheeary,"  not 
■orgeon.  Each  one  going  into  general  practice  should 
be  compelled  to  undergo  a  double  examination, — one  on 
•ugery,  &c.;  the  other  in  medidne,  chemistry,  and 
■ndwifery. 

It  is  irell  known  there  are  now  persons  piactisiiig  in 
England,  in  all  the  branches,  with  only  a  Scotch 
diploma,  contrary  to  the  Act  of  1815,  obtained  by  the 
Apotiieoaries*  Society.  They  hove  the  same  privileges 
and  immunity  as  the  fully-qualified  practitioner  here. 
niere  at«  others  with  only  an  English  diploma  in 
wofgerj  practising  generally,  oontrary  to  the  above  Act. 
TtUr  knowledge  in  Latin,  medicine,  chemietry,  &c., 
bift  never  been  tested  by  an  exanination ;  yet  the 
•tolfeocitieaatihe  Hill  take  no  iteps  to  put  down  tUs 
megAftoieeiSag,    They  euot  a  law,  scosvorthe  fees, 


and  leave  their  Licentiates  to  fight  their  own  battles. 
I  hope  it  will  soon  be  said  of  them, — delenda  est 
CarthagOy  unless  they  amend  their  manners. 
I  am.  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

B.  W.  BROWNE,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng. 
WymeswoU,  February  28,  1852. 


MR.  NOBLE  ON  OUR  INSERTION  OP  MR. 
HUGHES'S  LETTER. 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 

Sir,— In  tiiis  day's  nmnber  of  your  Journal,  I  read 
the  following  observations,  contained  in  a  communica- 
tion which  you  have  inserted  from  Mr.  William  Hughes, 
of  Chatham  Street,  PkscadiUy,  Manchester: — "The 
Medical  'Times  states  that  all  persons  practising  as 
Apothecaries,  without  the  Apothecaries'  Hoense,  are 
irregular  practitioners.  I  am  fully  convinced  that  Mr. 
Noble  is  in  the  habit  of  meeting  persons  in  consnltation 
who  httre  no  legal  medical  qualifications."  If  this 
statement  signify,  as  to  some,  upon  a  hasty  perusal  it 
may  appear,  that  I  am  in  the  habit  of  meeting,  or  that 
I  have  ever  met,  persons  unqualified,  I  must  give  the 
assertion  an  indignant  denial.  If  it  mean,  however,  as 
I  suppose  it  does,  that  I  frequently  meet  suigeons  in 
consukatioa  who  have  no  lioenoe  from  the  Apothecaries^ 
Company,  I  admit  the  fiiot,  and  beg  to  ask  of  you.  Sir, 
who  have  published,  and  so  fer  endorsed,  the  ridiculous 
accusation,-— What  then  ? 

I  am  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

DANIEL  NOBLE. 

Manchester,  March  3, 18&2. 

[We  certainly  do  not  consider  that  we  endorse  all  the 
letters  inserted  by  us,  as  there  are  many  with  the 
sentiments  contrined  in  which  we  totally  disagree ;  but 
we  do  oonsider  ourselves  bound  to  insert  any  properly- 
expressed  ooBunnaioation  from  a  person  whose  conduct 
has  been  in  any  way  animadverted  upon  in  these  columns. 
Such  was  our  reason  for  the  insertion  of  Mr.  Hughes's 
letter,  of  whose  character  or  practices  we  knew  nothing 
whatever;  and  as  his  charge  against  Mr.  Noble  is  per- 
fectiy  ridieulons,  we  did  not  think  that  gentieman 
would  do  more  than  laugh  at  it;  whilst  its  insertion 
baa.put  it. out  of  Mr.  Hughes's  power  to  say  that  he 
had  been  refused  the  Englishman's  privilege  of  a 
defence  in  open  court.  In  coupling  Mr.  Noble's  name 
with  Mr.  Hughes's,  we  thought  that  we  were  only 
connecting  a  gentleman  of  high  standing  with  a  student 
who  had  been  prevebted  from  taking  his  diploma  by 
the  want  of  peouniary  meana.  If,  however,  Mr. 
Hughes's  position  is  of  a  different  complexion,  we 
regret  exc^ingly  that  we  should  have  unwittingly 
subjected  our  respected  associate  to  such  a  degradation* 
— Bd.  J.]  

TREATMENT  OF  THE  INSANE. 


lb  the  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgicat 
Journal. 

Su^,— I  was  about  to  write  to  thank  you  fer  the 
honor  you  did  me  in  inserting  my  letter  of  the  1st  of 
November  in  your  journal,  and  to  e^plai»  the  principles 
«ad  oljeats  of  the  Aikged  Lnna^a  Friend  Society^ 
with  regurd  to  the  law  for  the  confinement  of  private 


156 


TREATMENT  QF  THE  INSANE. 


patients  alleged  to  be  insanet  when  one  of  the  memben 
of  your  AasocUtioh,  who  has  taken  a  warm  interest  ip 
the  proceedings  of  this  society,  forwarded  to  meu  an 
extract  from  your  number  of  the  lOth  of  December, 
containing  a  letter  dated  the  28th  of  November,  and 
signed  by  an  '*  Associate  Member  of  Conncil/'  in  wluc|x 
you  are  strongly,  and  I  think  un&irly,  ^remonstrated 
with,  for  having  suffered  my  letter  ^to  appear  in 
your  colamns,  in  consequence  of  what  he  terms  "  the 
invidious  charges  which  I  inake  at  the  close  of  my  letter 
against  a  body  of  gentlemen,  members  of  the  medical 
profession,  and  associates  of  a  society  of  hononrablo 
men. 

Whilst  preparing  a  reply  to  that  letter,  my  friend  also 
forwarded  to  me  anoth/Mr,  letter  of  your  correspondent, 
E.B.,  in  repiy  to  part  of  my  letter,  and  since  then, 
a  letter  of  a  very  different  or4fir,  from  an  "  Admirer  of 
Truth,"  upon  the  same  sufaject.  I  will  endeavpur, 
with  your  permission,  to  notice  these  three  communica- 
tions, although  I  am  afraid  that  in  justice,  to  the  value 
of  your  space  and  time,  I  ntustvery  much  condemn  my 
observations,  and  omit  much  which  I  coi^  ad4use  to 
enforce  my  opinions  j  I  find  myself  aUP'insoqaA  diffi- 
culty in  addressing  a  medical  joornal,  the  subscribers 
of  which  are  so  jealous  of  reflections  upon  the  conduct 
and  pmct&ees.«f>a  bod^i^kf  meu,  the  majority  of  whom 
certainly  formyl  believey  a  branch  of  their  profession, 
of  whom,  I  confess,  from  ny  owm  (ueperience  and  from 
that  of  others,  I  entertain  very  strong  opinions. 

With  regard  to  your  eorreepoodent  S.B.j  I  will  only 
observe,  that  iJie  assertion  which  he  maloea  that  be 
made  no  allusion  to  my  name,  as  thfi  report  to  which  he 
alluded  to  was  signed  by  other  gentleman  besides  myself, 
is  like  other  of  his  remariLS^  incorrect,  and  I  oonclnde 
from  tiiis  addidonal  inaccnracy  that  he  has  not  sead  the 
npoit^htmaelf,  or  that  he  has  only  done  so  very  hastily. 
For  if  you  refer  to  it  you.wiU  find  that  it  only  bears  my 
signature,  thongh  it*  is  headed  by  the  names  of  other 
members  of  the  Society,  who,  however,  are  not,  for  the 
most  part  members  of  the  committee,  and,  therefore, 
bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  drawing  up  of  the  report. 
I  must  also  decline  accepting  his  coinpliment  >  to  the 
nniebility  of  my-  disposUaon  at  the  expense  of  my 
credit  ibr  sound,  judgment  m  iheati  nmiten.  The 
rest  of  his  argument  I  am  iadined  to  leave  to  his  able 
antagonist,  Dr.  Henry  Mnnro,  to  deal  with;  not  that  I 
entirely  conrur  in  all  Ua.  suggestaons  for  improving  the 
inspection  of  asylnme,  fauttiiBt  be  admits  in  principle 
the  necessity  and  pvopiiety  of  sucbc inspections,  whilst 
he  agrees  with  B.B.  and  with  myaelfy  that  the  inspection 
is  not  satisfactory ;  which  proves  that  one  of  the  Qom- 
plainte  of  the  Alleged  Lunatic's  Friend  Society,-  is 
founded  on  proper  and  sound  judgment,  and  that,  con- 
sequently, so  far  at  least,  the  Society  is  worthy  of  the 
respect  and  support  of  my  fellow-oountrymen. 

In  the  letter  of  "  An  adminnr  of  Trath,"  I  will 
only  notice  two  passages,  as  my  answer  to  **  An  Also- 
date  Member  of  Council"  will  furnish  a  reply  to  his 
general  ar^ment,  that  prindplea  of  enlightened  self- 
interest  are  sufBdent  to  guarantee  society  agamst  the 
abuses  to  whidi  I  contend  that  the  present  sjetem 
of  private  asylums  Is  of  its  own  nature  liablo. 
The  first  passage  is,  «  that  enlighCened  self-interest, 
guided  by  sdence  and  spurred  on  by  a  modente  eom* 


petition,  will  eventually  accomplish  a  larger  measure  of 
success  in  the  treatment  of  the  Insane  than  is  likely  to 
result  from  purely  eleemosynary  means."  If  he  means 
by  eleemoVynary  estabUshments — public  a^l^ms,  sup* 
ported  by  county  rates,  under  the  sole  direction  of  tibe 
magistrates  or  of  the  government,  I  desire  to  state  tiiat 
tiiis  opinion,  supported  by  the  <^inion  of  the  late  oele- 
bfated  Dr.  EsquiroUes,  with  whom  I  had  a  conversation 
in  Paris  upon  this  very  yint,  for  a  long  time  kept  me 
deddedly  adverse  to  the  aboUtion  of  private  asyUuns, 
to  si|ch  an  extent,  that  when  the  committee  of  die 
Alleged  Lunatic's  Friend  Sodety  adopted  a  report, 
recornDKending  their  abolition,  I  considered  it  my  duty 
to  piiJbUsh  a  letter  to  the  members  of  the  Law  Amend- 
ment Society,  who  were  then  discussing  the  subjed;, 
deprecating  such  extreme  views,  and  this  letter  very 
much  influenced  the  report  of  that  Sodety^  or  at  least 
its. principal  views  were  adopted  by  them.  Recent 
experience  and  observation,  however,  in  the  treatment 
of  a  friend,  sM  the  reports  of  the  visiting  magistrates 
of-tbe  county  of.,6Iou»e&ter,  and  the  memorial  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Lunacy  from  a  patient,  respecting 
the  management  of.  an  asylum  of  great  show,  if  not  of 
great  repute,  in  this  neighbourhood,  have  very  much 
shaken  mo  iui  this  opinion.  My  mind  is  now,  (perhsps 
weakjiy,)  in  suspense  upon  the  subject ;  but  I  could  no 
lounger  offer  any  cordial  opposition  to  the  proposition  for 
abolishing  private  asylums,  or,  which  I  think  .the  best 
plan,  for  remodelling  them,  .so  as  to  make  the  pcoprie* 
tors  of  them  officers  of  govemmenti  with  fixed  sa]aaes» 
though  I  might  still  hesitate  to  origi&ste  such  sineasunu 
At  any  ifate,  this  statement  will,  I.  trust)  reoaove  from 
me  the  suspicion  that  £  J3.  attempts  to  throw  upon  my 
judgment,  that  from  prejudice  pr  wild  enthusiasm  I  am 
reckless,  and  hasty  in  eomiag  t^  my  eone&osions  on  this 
delicate  and  difficult  sutuctst;  whilst  it  shows  that  I 
havQ  the  moral  sense  ai  duly  and  the  conrage  to  oppose 
even  my  friends,  when  I  think  they  are  Hkdy  to  lead 
government  into  error,  or»  to  use  a  hemdy  phiass^ 
ready  to  jump  firom  the  frying-pan  into  the  fire. 
,  With  ragacd^  however,  to  charitable  institntions, 
properly  so*  called,  I  have  alwaya  been  of  opinion  that 
saoh  hospitals,  uadsc  the  proper  control  of  goreni- 
menty  who  in  return  shouhl  contribute,  as  they  ase 
bound  to  do,  for  their  support,  are  the  most  proper 
sort  cf  establishments  for  the  insane;  always  ptemising 
that  they  should  not  be  too  large,  and  tint  they  should 
be  msasged  by  a  oommittee.dsded.by  the  governors.* 
I  pay  oottoo  laige,  because  I  think  every  medical  man 
will  agree  with  90  in  sl^ti^g  that  it  is  only  moral  or 
eqonomieat  9eoeBsity»  .that  justifies  the  •■ntirtng  to- 
gether a  number  of  nervous  patients  of  every  chaxacter, 
for  \  class  all  kinds  of  insatiity  under  the  head  of  thai 
indefinite  and  little  understood  term  <<  nsreeitf"  disoider, 
sod  exposing  them  to  the  exdting  or  depressing  in- 
fiuenoes  of  their  eonducfi  and  appeanaee  one  upon  the 
other*  The  more  sudb  patients  can  be  kept  quiet  and 
separatfik  and  in  cheerful  drcumstances  I^hold  to  be  tim 
better  J  and  the  best  institution  L  have  heard  of,  of  this 
nature  in  prin^le,  (I  do  not  know  how  it  answers  in 
practice,)  is  one  in  Belgium,  where  the  patients  sie 
phu^ed  ss  lodgers  in  private  bouses  in  a  large  district, 
under  the  inspection  of  dvil  end  mediesl  offiosn,  snd, 
where  the  owners  of  lioases  fiideit  their  Uoenoaa  to 
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reoeiTe  patients  if  they  are  guilty  of  any  miscondnct.  I 
shoald  be  glad  to  see  such  a  system  tried  in  this  country. 

The  advantages  of  such  hospitals  are  these :— That 
tihere  is  no  temptation  to  any  party  to  confine  a  person 
unjustly,  or  to  detain  them  longer  than  necessary,  unless 
we  suppose  that  the  goTeming  committee  are  negligent, 
smd  the  medical  superintendent  bribed.  The  manage- 
msDtof  such  places  by  a  committee  of  govenors, 
lecnres  attention  to  any  reasonable  complaints,  and 
admits  the  prospeet  of  suggestions  being  rsoaiTed  folr 
the  amelioration  of  the  treatment  of  the  patients  from 
hamane  and  zealous  persons;  whilst  the  control  of 
gOTemment  affords  also  some  guarantee  agahnt  abuses 
in  the  personal  treatment  of  patients,  in  the  misappli- 
cation of  their  property,  and  in  their  being  confined  im^ 
properly  for  legitimate  opinioi^  which  may  only  appeal 
to  be  insane  because  they  militate  against  receired 
notions,  strict  prejudices^  or  surpass  the  understandlDgs 
of  the  medical  officers  and  governprs.  Such  opioidnii, 
for  instance,  as  those  of  the  founders  of  Christianity 
appeared  to  be  in  their  day — as  those  of  Galileo,  or 
those  €^  the  originator  of  the  railroad  system,  #ho 
were  all  in  their  turn  looked  upon  as  maniacs  and 
Yisionary  enthusiasts. 

Hie  next  passage  in  the  letter  of  "An  Admirer  of 
Truth"  is  the  following,  in  which  he,  too,  much  corres- 
ponds in  one  respect  with  E.B.,  who  can  see  no  defects 
in  our  present  law  but  such  as  appear  tb  militate  against 
the  interests  of  the  proprietors  of  asylums.  He 
writes:—"  I  also  consider  the  last  Act  of  Pariiament  on 
the  subject  about  as  perfect  as  human  law^  in  the 
present  state  of  the  world  can  be. "  Now,  what  did  Lord 
Ashley  (now  Lord  Shaftesbury)  say  in  Parliament  last 
year  with  respect  to  this  Tery  law—a  law  which  he 
introduced  himself,  and  arrogantly  carried  through  the 
Honse  of  Commons,  in  q^jite  of  every  opposition  from 
my  friends  and  myself,  and  demonstrations  of  its 
necessary  &ilare,  and  petitions  for  referring  the 
queetlan  befiwe  hasty  legislation  to  a  committee  of 
inquiry.  In  the  debate  on  Mr.  Lang's  motion^  to 
place  religious  houses  under.the  inspection  of  the  civil 
aathority,  a  motion  sound  in  principle^  and  which  in 
napect  to  his  own  Protestant  opinions  he  was  bound  to 
encourage  and  support,  rather  than  baffle,  but  which, 
with  an  inconsistency  of  conduct  too  common  with  him, 
lie  aided  in  setting  aside ;  he  declared  if  the  motion  was 
founded  on  the  law  for  the  inspection  of  lunatic 
asylums,  nothing  ctndd  beihore  dative  f  What,  I 
may  observe,  could  more  stultify  his  Lordship  anA 
prove  his  incapacity  to  meddle  with  this  subject,  on 
which  he  enjoys,  unlbHfmately,  sudi  pre-eminent  confi- 
dence, than  this  admission  ?  And  what  more  could  be 
said,  or  on  what  greater  authority,  in  justification  of  the 
position  which  the  Alleged  Lunatte's  Friend  Sodetyfaas 
taken  up  ?  I  do  not  say  of  our  views,  for  these  are 
points  on  which  wa  invite  discussion.  We  do  not 
dogmatise:  omr  petitions  have  always b«en  for  an  inquiry, 
and  it  was  only  at  the  deslra  of  a  member  of  Parliament 
that  we  drew  up  a  Bill  for  him  to  introduce  into  the 
House  of  Commons,  inwhiohweby  no  means  pretended 
to  be  perfect,  but  which  we  hoped  to  have  been  ihade 
mors  perfect  in  comnitttee.  Such,  however,  is  Lord 
Shaftesbury's  own  opinion  of  this  perfect  law.  I  do 
not  know  what  to  oondode  fiom  it  as  regards  my  own 


opinions,  on  account  of  the  remarkable  inconsistency 
of  Ins  Lordship  which  I  have  before  alluded  to.  But  I 
would  ask  "  An  admirer  of  Truth,"— Is  he  an  English- 
man, and  is  he  a  Christian  ?  Am  I  dealing,  as  I  hope  I 
ath,  with  a  person  of  good  faith  ?  If  he  is  an  English- 
man, and  values  Che  great  and  noble  principles  of  our 
Constitution,  how  can  he  call  a  law  perfect  which 
admits  of  the  seizure  of  men,  and  still  more  of  females, 
who  are  more  defenceless,  by  tlie  servants  of  the 
proprietor  of  an  asylum,  with  or  without  the  assistance 
and  evidence  of  the  police,  lit  any  hour  of  the  day  or 
night.  I  know  an  instance  where  a  young  man  was 
lately  seized  in  his  bed,  at  three  o'clock  on  a  November 
morning,  upon  the  order  of  a  relative  or  etranger, 
(as  the  Judges  have  expounded  the  law),  upon  the 
certificates  of  two  medical  men  of  any  degree,  from 
a  physician  to  an  apothecary,  of  any  age,  of  any 
character,  of  any  stamp  in  their  profession,  upon 
chains  made  behind  their  backs,  and  not  communicated 
to  them,  unless  it;  is  the  pleasure  of  the  parties  who  so 
deal  with-  them  Co  do  so ;  and  allows  them  to  be  con- 
fined without  the  sanction  of  any  kind  of  tribunal,  even 
of  a  magistrate,  and  when  confined  lk>  be  cut  off  from 
ail  Correspondence  wit  h  their  flriends,  or  any  parties  likely 
to  assist  them,  except  the  irisitors  of  the  asylum,  whose 
inspection  is'  now  admitted  on  aU  sides  to  be  insufficient, 
and  who  may  not  visit  the  asylum  for  lAiree  months,  or 
even  longer,  after  their  confinement.  If  **  An  admirer 
of  Truth"  is  an  Engfishman,  can  he  call  a  law  that 
admits  of  such  treatment  a  perfect  law,  and  retain  his 
reputatibn  for  sound  feith  or  sound  judgment  ?  And  if 
he  is  a  Christian,  and  acknowledges  the  obligation  of 
the  precept  to  serve  bis  neighbour  as  himself,  can  ha 
uphold  a  system  to  which,  if  he  was  himself  snbjoeted, 
he  would  be  the  first  to  apply  the  terms  of  the  most 
revolting  tyrany.  God  fortnd  that  I  should  wish  my 
bitterest  enemy  to  become  Insane,  te  know  the  degrada* 
tion  and  horrors  of  such  a  state  of  nund,  and  all  tha 
miseries  and  anxieties  entailed  upon  a  man  afterwvds 
by  such  a  calamity  ;-^e  weight  and  agonies  he  must 
cany  down  with,  him  and  be  tried  with,  to  his  grave; 
but  I  CMsknowledge  I  should  be  glad  to  see  seme  of  tha 
proprietors  of  asylums  confined  on  fahe  chmrgee  of 
insanity^  that  they  might  be  able  to  appreciate  the 
injastiee  of  such  a  system,  and  all  its  painful  and 
daa^rous  consequences.  And  permit  me  to  say,  that 
with  ai(  tha  respect  whioh  I  have  to  the  medical  pro- 
fession generally,  and  partUadarly  to  many  of  them 
personally,  with  whom  I  am  mora  or  less  intimately 
acquainted,  so  long  as  they  accept  with  oomplacen<qr 
such  a  law,  and  sposk  of  such  a  system  as  perfection, 
without  any  resentment  of  its  oppressive  nature  and 
injurious  results  to  tha  moral  sentiments,  to  the  mental 
fiuaulfties,  t»  tha  fortunes  and  reputation  of  those  who 
may  be  improperiy  subjected  to  it,  whatlier  firom  malica 
or  by  mistaice,  I  cannot  look  upon  those  engaged  in 
sneh  a  system  without  suspicion,  and  upon  the  general 
body  of  the  praotitioners  without  mistrust.  Let  me  also 
observe,  that  it  is  against  this  system  that  my  efforts 
and  those  of  the  Alleged  Lunatie's  Friend  Society  are 
ehiefiy  directed.  The  question  is  not  the  private 
charMSter,  but  the  official  conduct  of  proprietors  of 
asylams ;  and  of  tlie  merits  of  private  afylums,  however 
importaat,  is  a  diffiBrent  questton.    Weta  tlie  coodaot 
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of  the  ovum  of  foch  cstaUiilmieiiU,  §o  to  taj,  beyond 
mmfkaaOf  1  liioiild  stall  ooDdenm  a  system  which 
dfpeniiert  only  upon  iadindiial  diancter  as  a  secvrifty 
against  abases;  and  the  painAil  daty  of  exposing  the 
aatne  of  the  oondact  of  these  gentlemen,  in  too  many 
inetsiwrs,  is  only  forced  upon  ns  by  those  who  sppeal 
to  dieir  fai^  lepatstion.and  impeccability  as  a  reason  for 
CMting  snspidoo  npon  the  complaints,  and  deriding 
tiie  apprehensions  of  Chose  who  have  escsped  fiom  their 
aotiiority,  and  as  an  argvment  for  acqoiesing  in  a  vicious 
state  of  the  kw,  from  which,  however  much  it  most  be 
admitted,  no  evil  consequences  are  likely  to  follow. 

I  have  already  been  compelled  to  trespass,  I  fear,  too 
mncfa  npon  your  valuable  time  and  attention,  and  I 
most  reserve  my  observations  npon  the  letter  of  "  An 
Associate  Member  of  Coondl,"  if  yon  wiU  allow  me,  to 
another  opportunity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  serraot, 
JOHN  PERCEVAL. 

Kensington,  Feb.  25,  1852. 


30fithital  Siitelligme. 


QUEEN'S  HOSPITAL,  BIRMINGHAM. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Council  of 
the  Queen's  Hospital,  Dr.  David  Nelson  resigned  his 
office  of  Physician  to  that  Institution.  At  the  same 
time  the  Committee  of  Council  passed  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  Dr.  Nelson  for  his  past  services  to  the  charity. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr.  W.  Wright  haaf  been  appointed  Sui^eon  to  the 
Whitehaven  and  West  Cumberland  Infirmary. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Cowley  has  appointed  Dr. 
OUiffe  Physician  to  the  British  Embassy  at  Paris. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
Febroary  27th: — Robert  Beales,  Leicester;  Edwin 
Bennett,  Dorchester ;  Edward  Henry  Fitzhenry,  Liver- 
pool ;  Richard  Gregory  Comall,  Newton  Heath,  Lan- 
eaahire ;  Waiter  Jessop,  Cheltenham,  Glouoestershire ; 
John  Page  Julian,  Little  Blakenham,  Suffolk;  John 
Lumsdaine,  Hon.  East  India  Company's  Service; 
Edwin  Josiah  Miles,  GiUingbam,  Dorset;  John  Norton, 
Kenningtonj  John  Pring,  Bristol;  Septimus  William 
Sibley,  Great  Ormond  Street;  James  Kemp  Welch, 
Obriatehurch,  Hants;  J.  Pieydell  Wilton,  Gloucester. 

Hie  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  on  the  5th 
faistant:— Aaron  Atkins,  Mile  End  Road;  Bernard 
Charles  Beale,  Bedford  Square,  Steyney ;  James  Henry 
Crisp,  Bath;  Charles  Goring,  Demerara;  William 
Phillips  Kirkman,  Woodbridge,  Suffolk;  James 
M'Cann,  Parliament  Street;  Charles  Thomas  Paske, 
Hon.  East  India  Company's  Service ;  Wm.  Pilkiugton, 
Leyknd,  Jiancashire;  Samuel  Rhind,  Ross,  Hereford- 
shire ;  Stephen  Walmsley,  LiTerpooL 


SOCIETY  OP  APOTHECARIES. 
Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  Thursday,  March 
4lh  :--Jdhn  Breay  Botcher,  Devonport;  Thomas  Habbes 


SOUTH-WESTERN  BRANCH. 

At  a  spedal  meetmg  at  the  South.Wistbbk 
DiSTUCT  Branch  of  the  Aasodatkm,  hdd  at  tfae 
Exeter  Dispensary,  on  Wednesday,  Mardi  10,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  and  discnasing  the  "  Draft  BUI 
for  Medical  Befoim,"  P.  W.  Swaine,  Esq.,  of  Dovoo- 
port,  the  President,  in  the  chair,  the  various  claases  of 
the  Draft  Bill  having  been  duly  conatdered  and  diaoosMd, 
//  watrtaohed  ummdmimilyt — 

''That  in  the  absence  of  suffident  information,  this 
meeting  desires  to  suspend  its  opinion  relative  to  clauses 
3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10.  11,  and  12. 

*'That  the  following  alterations  and  additions  be 
recommended  in  clause  15  : — ^That,  *  for  a  period  of  four 
years '  be  substituted  *  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  fiye 
years' ;  and  titat  the  following  regulation  be  added — viz.» 
that  no  pupil  be  admitted  to  an  University,  or  other 
regular  School  of  Medicine  to  hear  leefurea  unlesa  he 
shall  have  previously  undergone  a  matriculation  exami- 
nation to  prove  that  he  possesses  sufficient  elementary 
professional  knowledge  as  will  enable  him  to  profit  by  the 
course  of  study  established  in  such  school  or  University ; 
and  this  meeting  strongly  urges  this  suggestion  upon 
the  attention  of  the  Central  Council,  as  it  would  render 
highly  profitable  a  period  of  time  too  frequently  turned 
to  little  account  in  the  acquirement  of  knowledge* 
practical  and  theoretical,  and  would  also  prevent  the 
necessity  of  such  expenditure  of  time  and  money  at  the 
metropolitan  schools  as  is  contemplated  by  the  present 
clause. 

"That  in  regard  to  clauses  17,  18,  and  19,  the 
following  be  introduced,  viz. : — '  That  certain  trustees 
be  elected  from  the  general  body  of  the  profession,  in 
whom  shall  be  vested  the  power  of  disposing  of  all  . 
surplus  monies,  whether  derived  from  fees  arising  from 
registration,  examination,  or  from  penalties ;  and  that 
such  trustees  shall  not  be  members  of  the  Council  or 
of  the  Examining  Board.' 

**  That  this  meeting  entirely  approve  of  all  the  chuises 
referring  to  registration  and  penalties. 

"  That  the  best  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Dispensary  for  their  kindness  in 
allowing  the  Association  the  use  of  their  room. 

"  That  the  best  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to 
the  President,  P.  W.  Swayne,  Esq.,  for  his  able  conduct 
in  the  chair." 

W.  D.  KINGDON,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

Exeter,  March  10,  1852. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  recehradfrem  Mr.  SokMDon, 
E.  B.,  Nil  Desperandnm,  Chimrgua,  Mr.  Ikm,  Bir- 
mingham Pathological  Society. 

A  Member^  W^Uingtonf  Someneit  is  informed  that  the 
usual  fee  paid  for  the  medical  examination  of  a  pauper 
lunatic  under  the  Act  8  and  9  Vict.,  is  one  guinea, 
increased  according  to  the  distance  from  the  residence 
of  the  medioal  examiner. 

It  is  re^oeated  that  all  letters  and  ftirmwnrniftifflM 
connected  with  the  JMUoruU  d^tarimmU  be  asBft  to 
J.  H.  Walsh,  Esq.,  For^^te  Street,  Woreeetor* 
Parcels  and  books  for  review  may  be  addressed  to 
the  care    of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  Street,  Soho. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


OPHTHALMIC    SKETCHES, 
SHORT    LECTURES 

snrrxBVD  to  tbb 
trUpSNTB  ATTENDING  THE  BIKMINGHAM  ETB  INFIRHAET. 

Bt  JAMES  VOSE  SOLOMON,  M.R.C.S., 

Om  ^tka  awgttm  to  t»mt  CkmrUf,  UM^^mgfm^tkt  Mr0»gkam  «m«r«l 
LECTUll^.II. 

Contents. — Foreign  bodies  on  the  cornea;  mode  of 
examining  the  eye,  and  controlling  ite  movements ; 
circumstances  which  influence  the  detention  qf  foreign 
bodies  upon  the  cornea ;  proper  instruments  for  their 
remo^, — Case  II.  Comeitis  and  sclerotitis  induced 
by  the  detention  qf  a  particle  qf  steel  in  the  corneal 
substance ,-  the  methods  which  Nature  taies  to  prevent 
the  irritation  qf  an  impacted  body ;  escegje  of  aqueous 
Aumour  after  the  extraction  qf  a  foreign  body ;  treat- 
ment.— Case  III.  Amaurosis  resulting  from  the 
non-removal  of  a  small  piece  of  iron  from  the  corn^': 
u^uriec  of  the  cornea  from  gunpowder ;  treatment. 

Gbntlbmen^^Iq  m  j  last  lecture  I  stated  that  it  is 
neoesaary,  in  looking  for  a  forngn  body,  to  view 
the  eye  obliquely,  as  well  as  in  front.  This  is  absolutely 
leqnired  when  a  tmaU  dark-eoloKirtd  foreign  substance 
fies  upon  thai  part  of  the  cornea  which  is  opposite  the 
i^wrture  of  the  pupil.  A  body  so  placed,  if  otherwise 
▼iewed,  will  be  ondiscemible.  The  patient  should  be 
seated  before  a  bright  light,  a  northern  aspect  is  prefer- 
sl>Ie,  and  the  surgeon  should  stand  behind  or  on  one 
■ide  of  him,  haTing  satisfied  himself  of  the  presence 
and  situation  of  the  intruded  substance.  He  takes  fais 
position  at  the  back  of  the  patient,  whose  head  he 
allows  to  rest  upon  his  (the  surgeon's)  breast.  He  now 
elevates  the  superior  palbebra  with  his  forefinger,  and 
^es  it  firmly  against  the  superqiliary  ridge,  wUle  with 
ilie  second  finger  of  the  same  hand  he'  deproSDCs  and 
maintains  the  inferior  palpebra  against  the  lower  ridge 
of  the  bony  orbit,  at  the  same  time  making  gentle 
proBure  upon  the  globe,  so  as  to  control  its' move- 
ments. With  the  disengaged  hand  he  removes  the 
Ibreign  body,  having  previooaly  seketed  a  « proper 
instmment  for  that  purpose.  A  small  lens  is  of  great 
lerrico  in  discriminating  foreign  bodies  upon  the  cornea, 
which  in  apj^earance  sometimes  simulate  a  laceration  of 
the  epithelium  comese.  An  assistant  should  hold  the 
lens  at  a  proper  focus,  so  that  the  operator  may  look 
through  it  when  he  undertakes  the.  removal  of  the 
intnided  substance.  Foreign  bodies  may  be  tempo- 
nriiy  retained  in  €ieir  position  upon  the  cornea  by  (a) 
D,*  by  {b)  entanglement  in  the  eoineal  epithe- 
by  \c)  penetration  into  the  substance  of  the 
,  and  by  (d)  an  effusion  of  lymph.  If  either  of  the 
two  first  conditions,  or  the  last  {a,  b,  d)  should  be 
pnsent,  the  foieign  body  will  be  readily  removed  by 
•  iUfer  toothpickt  or  a  potuted  probe.     When  the 


third  condition  (c)  is  present  a  curette,  or  a  strongly 
made  and  inelastic  Scarpa's  needle,  will  be  a  pipoper 
instrument.  You  insert  its  point  beneath  the  metal,  and 
gently  elevate  it.  In  some  cases  I  find  a  pair  of  fine* 
pointed  forceps  will  accomplish  the  extraction  after  thm 
curette  has  fuled.  Rather  than  deeply  lacerate  or  deface 
the  cornea,  it  will  be  much  better  to  leave  the  foreigia 
body  intact,  until  by  ulceration  its  attachments  shall  have 
become  loose.  The  following  case  will  further  ezem- 
pliiy  the  pathology  of  these  accidents  :— 

Case  2. — Phoebe  Balhird,  aged  21 ,  a  gimlet  maker^ 
of  phlegmatic  temperament,  applied  to  me  on  the  26tb 
of  November,  1842,  to  remove  a  piece  of  steel  from  the 
centre  of  tlie  left  cornea.  I  succeeded  in  detaching  the 
more  prominent  portion  of  it,  but  a  part  remained 
deeply  imbedded  in  the  substance  of  the  cornea.  The 
patient  was  immediately  relieved,  by  this  procedure,  of 
fijl  pain  and  irritation,  and  continued  to  be  so  up  to  tho 
evening  of  the  5th  of  January,  1843,  (six  weeks  from 
the  date  of  the  accident,)  when  the  injured  eye  "  felt  a» 
if  it  would  burst."  It  was  inflamed,  and  the  vision 
dim* 

January  12th. — She  came  to  my  house  in  great 
alarm,  complaining  of  severe  pain  in  the  globe  of  the 
ej9,  forehead,  and  malar  bone.  The  cornea  was  to 
opaque,  thfit  upon  closure  of  the  opposite  organ  she 
was  unable  to  discern  any  object ;  it  had  an  appearance 
like  unto  ground  glass,  upon  which  aqueous  vapour  had 
been  condensed.  The  fragment  of  metal  lay  loosely  oa 
its  surface,  and  was  easily  removed  by  a  blunt  probe^ 
l^e  conjunctiva  and  sclerotic  were  acutely  inflamed. 
The  vapour  of  concentrated  hydrocyanic  acid  was  ap- 
plied three  times  on  that  day,  and  on  the  next  mornings 
I  found  the  cornea  clear,  but  suffused  with  tears,  and 
surrounded  by  a  very  narrow  and  pale-red  ring.  She- 
resumed  her  work  the  same  day,  and  continued  well. 

What  do  we  learn,  gentlemen,  from  the  preceding 
case  ?  First,  that  a  foreign  particle  may  lie  for  six 
weeki^  in  the  substance  of  the  cornea  without  exciting- 
irritation  ;  and  then,  either  by  change  of  its  position^ 
or  some  influence  acting  from  within  or  without  the 
patient's  body,  may  induce  violent  inflammation  of  the 
textures  of  the  globe.  Secondly,  that  upon  the  removal 
of  the  exciting  cause  the  effects  rapidly  subside.  This 
is  the  only  case  of  acute  ophthslmia  in  which  the 
fames  of  concentrated  prussic  acid  have  been  attended, 
in  my  hands,  with  deci'dedly  beneficial  results,  and  I  at 
one  time  made  trial  of  this  agent  in  a  great  variety  of 
ophthalmic  affections. 

'  I  have  ali'eady  adverted  to  a  meAod  l^  which  Nature 
disengages  the  hold  of  foreign  substances  upon  the 
texture  of  the  cornea,  by  the  ulceration  of  parts  imme- 
diately  in  contact  with  them ;  the  metal,  if  of  pure 
iron,  at  the  same  time  loses  its  angularity,  and  wastes  • 
by  undergoing  oxydatlon.  It  is  very  probable  that  bt 
this  way,  aided  by  the  continual  brushing  (nictitation) 
of  the  eyelids,  and  lachrymal  irrigations,  many  of  them, 
which  were  originally  Impacted,  are  swept  from  the 
soicfaee  of  the  cornea.  The  frequency  of  appUcatSdoe 
to  remove'  sdppoied  robBtanoei,  that  are  itsHj  ontf 
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the  brown  stains  left  by  oxydated  metal,  once  lodged m 
their  situation,  supports  this  opinion. 

There  is  yet  another  way  in  which  the  vu  medieairix 
naha^  protects  the  ddicate  tissue  of  the  cornea  from 
injory,  which  is,  by  encasing  more  or  less  complete^t 
a  small  foreign  particle  lying  upon  the  surface  of  the 
cornea  with  lymph ;  it  then  has  the  appearance  of  an 
ulcer,  unattended  by  vascular  excitement,  upon  whieh 
an  excess  of  lymph  has  been  deposited  for  its  repair, 
and  has  often  been  treated  as  one.  The  observation 
of  one  or  two  cases  will  familiarise  your  eye  with  its 
characteristics;  if  you  have  any  doubts,  the  aid  of  a 
powerful  lens  will  satisfy  yon.  Very  often  I  h^ye 
been  able,  with  the  naked  eye,  to  discover  the  foroigs 
substance,  by  its  colourj  in  the  midst  of  tl)e  lymph. 

Interference  with  a  small  body,  deeply  driven,  into 
the  cornea,  may  occasion  an  effusion  of  the  contents  of 
the  aqueous  chamber,  the  iria  will  then  approximate 
the  wound,  and  may,  it  is  said,  if  care  be  not  taken, 
become  adherent  to  the  aperture.  In  such  an  eveot 
the  wound  being  near  the  centre  of  the  cornea,  yott 
should  immediately  introdace  a  solution  of  atropine  or 
belladonna  upon  the  surface  of  the  eyev  place  your 
patient  in  a  darkened  chamber,  and  give  him  a  filtered 
collyriam  of  belladonna,  (dr.  ss.— oss.,}  to  bathe  the 
eyelids  with  every  hour,  so  as  to  insure  full  dilatatitm 
of  the  pupil.  Should  the  wound  be  remote  from  the 
corneal  centre,  you  should  make  gentle  friction  upon 
the  globe  with  the  thumb  placed  over  the  superior  lid, 
and  suddenly  expose  the  eye  to  a  bright  light,  to 
induce  contraction  of  the  pupil,  then  wait  a  few  hours 
for  the  re-formation  of  the  aqueous  humour,  and  after- 
wards, if  necessary,  touch  the  puncture  with  a  a^k  of 
finely-pointed  caustic.  Spirituous  or  iced  lotions  should 
be  applied  from  the  first  occurrence  of  tUe  aecident.  If, 
from  inexperience  upon  your  part,  or  restlessness  on 
that  of  the  patient,  there  should  be  a  difficulty  in 
applying  the  caustic  with  preci9U)n,  it  will  be  better  for 
the  patent  part  to  be  touched  by  a  small  hair-pencil, 
ohai^ged  with  a  twenty-ghun  solution  of  iSte  nitrate  of 
■ilver.  When  the  aperture  is  small,  there  is  not  much 
danger  of  the  iris  becoming  adherent. 

A  modem  author  recommends*  if  the  foreign  body 
*'  be  small,'*  and  do  not  excite  irritation  by  projecting 
from  the  surface  of  the  cornea,  and  in  the  event  of 
your  dislodging  IMiere  be  **  a  risk''  of  the  occurrenae 
to  which  I  have  just  adverted,  that  "  it  should  be . 
allowed  to  remain,  and  fall  into  the  anterior  chambers 
for  in  these  instances,  before  the  foreign  body  falls  i«^ 
the  anterior  chamber,  deposition  on  its  exterior  jrillhiive 
occluded  the  opening  which  its  entrance  produced."  .., 

I  have  never  seen  a  case  in  -whbh  a  small  impmciod 
substance,  capable  of  being  skilfully  extracted,  took 
lucb  a  course,  indeed  the  oxydatlon  of  the  penetrating 
point,  (if  of  iron,)  by  contact  with  the  aqueous  humour, 
the  nlceratioa  of  the  superficial  layers  of  the  oornea 
already  spoken  of,  and  the  extnArdinary  resiAtanoe  to 
nidi  degeneration,  possessed  by  the  posterior  elastic 
lamina  of  that  membrane,  render  the  occurrence  im- 
probable. In  the  ease  of  Ballard,  the  piece  of^gimlet 
"  wis  of  small  size/'  and  did  not  excite  any  irritation 


whatever  for  six  weeks,  a  period  fully  sufficient  for  the 
theory  quoted  to  have  been  verifieff ;  and,  supponn^ 
the  intruded  substance  does  so  deeply  enter  the  tissue 
of  the  cornea  as  to  gain  admission  to  the  anterior 
chamber,  and  become  coated  over  by  lymph  or  corneal 
tissue,  it  will  appear,  by  the  case  I  am  about  to  relatBy 
that  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  it  shall  fidl  into  tfie 
anterior  chamber,  or  even  that  the  functional  integrity 
of  the  organ  ihMl  be  preserved. 

C(ue  3. — Gideott'  ^illingfiam,  28  years  of  age,  of 
healthy  constitution,  whilst  hoeing  a  row  of  potatoes, 
felt  something  to  penetrate  his  right  eye.  He  immedi. 
ately  applied  to  a  surgon,  who  operated  upon  the 
affected  organ,  which  "  became  flat  in  its  front,"  but 
resumed  its  natural  form  in  about  two  hours.  The 
patient  was  afterwards  bled  and  "physicked."  At  the 
expiration  of  the  third  week  of  the  treatment,  (July,  2, 
1851,)  he  applied  to  me  at  the  Birmingham  Eye 
Infiurmary,  There  was  some  sclerotitis  and  conjnnctivitxs 
of  the  right  eye  ;  no  zone  round  the  cornea,  which  was 
transparent;  iris,  in  colour  and  movements  normal; 
p^n  in  the  brow.  I  was  unable  to  discover  any  foreign 
body  until  the  eye  was  viewed  in  profile,  in  which 
portion  a  body  one-tenth  of  an  inch  in  length,  in 
colour  and  calibre  resembling  a  piece  of  black  bristle* 
was,  noticed  projecting  from  the  concave  surface  of  the 
cprnea  into  the  aqueous  chamber.  The  body  was  too 
soiaU  and  unfovonrably  placed  to  encourage  the  prospect 
of  a^  operation  being  successfully  performed  by  the  aid 
of  the  instruments  which  our  institution  then  possessed^ 
(I  believe  that.Luers  capsule  forceps,  which  we  have 
since  purchased,. might  have  accomplished  its  removaL} 
I  directed  the  temple  to  be  cupped,  counter-irritation 
behind,  the  ear,,  and  mercury  to  slight  ptyalism,  from 
which  treatment  so  much  vision  was  obtained  as  to 
enable  hiqi  to  road  for  short  periods. 

August  30th. — Eight  weeks  and  three  days  since  the 
ODcurrenoe  of  the  accident.  Right  eye  much  the  same; 
pomplnina  x4  weakness  of  vision  in  the  l^i  eye,  the 
pupU  of  which  is  dilated  beyond  the  medium  size,  and 
contracts  but  slowly  when  suddenly  exposed  to  brigbt 
light.  Under,  treatment  the  eye  recovered  for  a  time^ 
and  M^in  relapsed  .into  dimness ;  no  apparent  change  in 
ita  textures.  By  the  31st  of  October^  the  steel  in  the 
right  eye  had  disappeared,  leaving  a  brown  precipitate 
in  the  substance  of .  the  cornea.  The  oxydation  was 
most  probably  completed  in  the  month  of  September. 
Thifi  eye  now  presents  a  greenish  orauge-coloured  irisy 
a  large  bUfCk  and  fixed  pupil,,  seriops  impairment  of 
Tision.  .. 

November  25 tb.— Vision  in  the  right  eye  grows 
gradually  worse;  iris  of  a  bright  orange  colour,  popil 
widely  diUted.  The  pnpil  of  the  /^/  eye  has  nearly 
regained  its  natural  figure;  the  textures  look  healthy; 
the  sight  is  so  much  improved  that  he  can  now  read 
viti&it.  ,  c    . 

We  have  in  this  ceae  an  example  of  amanroais  firm 
alow  inflammation  of  the  posterior  tunics,  creeping  on 
to  the  Iris,  primarily  induced,  there  can  be  little  dovb^ 
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bj  the  irritation  of  tiie  small  particle  of  steel.  The 
patient  was  fortun^ly  in  circnmstanoes  which  permit- 
ted him  to  carefully  carry  out  the  treatment  I  recom- 
mended, which  included  perfect  rest  of  the  eyes.  In 
•nalogons  cases,  where  the  patient  has  been  obliged  to 
continae  his  daily  employment,  the  eye  lympatbeticaHy 
iifected  has  been  seriously  injured.  ^ 

Hie  rules,  then,  that  I  recommend  for  your  g:uidance 
are : — ^To  remove  a  foreign  body  impacted  in  the  cornea 
whenever  you  can  do  so  with  iadlifty  ;*  ftdKog  this,  that 
you  carelTully  watch  the  case  until  ulceration  shall  have 
loosened  the  foreign  body ;  thatr  if  you  aniidpate  an 
escape  of  the  aqueous  secretion,  you  should  dilate  or 
contract  the  pupil,  according  to  the  situation  of  the 
im'pacted  substance,  prior  to  its  removal.  The  treat- 
ment proper  for  an  unforeseen  loss  of  humour  has  already 
been  fully  detaileid. 

After  the  removal  of  a  foreign  body,  it  will  be  proper 
to  enjoin  perfect  rest  of  the  eyes,  an  unstimulafing  diet, 
fomentations,  and  saline  purgatives  ;  if  there  should  be 
signs  of  comeitis  and  sclerotitis,  the  symptoms  of  which 
have  been  detailed  in  Ballard's  case,  (No.  2,)  or  of 
inflammation  of  the  iris,  indicated  by  a  changeffn  ther 
natural  colour  and  brightness  of  that  membrane,  and 
by  little  or  no  contraction  in  its  pupillary  aperture, 
when  suddenly  exposed  to  light,  it  will  be,  in  addition, 
-expedient  and  right  to  cup  or  leech  the  temple,  to  eit- 
hibit  calomel  and  opium  every  four  hours,  and  a  mild 
aperient  every  morning.  When  the  more  acute 
symptoms  have  subsided,  counter-irritation  behind  the 
ears,  a  small  dose  of  calomel  combined  with  Doi^er*s 
powder  every  night,  and  a  terebinthinate  mixture;  or, 
if  the  patient  be  strumous,  five-grain  doses  of  cinchona 
tod  soda,  will,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  complete  the 
recovery.  In  iritis,  after  bleeding,  we  apply  extract  of 
belladonna  to  the  brow ;  and  when  the  external  ophthal- 
mia has  become  subacute,  a  filtered  sohitiott  of  that 
drug  or  of  its  alkaloid  ^atropfaie)  to  the  conjunctival 
varfBce, 

A  collyrium  of  beltadonnA  (dr.  ss.-— oss.)  may  be 
used,  either  warm  or  cold,  according  td  th«  fiseHnga  of 
the  patients,  from  the  fint  accession  of  the  anterior 
internal  ophthalmia.  It  is  soothing  to  the  inflamed 
organ,  and  when  the  aent«  symptoms  have  sbmewlmt 
subsided,  dilatation  of  the  pupil,  or,  to  speak  physiolog?* 
cally,  contraction  of  the  radiating  fibres  of  the  faridal 
structure  will  be  promoted  by  its  aj^lteailon.  I  have 
spoken  thus  generally  of  the  treatment'  to  betemployed 
in  acute  traumatic  ophthalmia,  because  the  subject  will 
be  more  minutely  considered  when  I  treat  of  idiopathic 
inflammation  of  the  various  stmdttres  of  the  eye.:  ' 

I  have  occasionally  been  called '  upon  to  attend 
persons  who  have  sustained  injury  of  the  eye,  ftom  the 
explosion  of  fire  works,  or  of  gunpowder.  The  grains 
of  powder  lodge  in  the  corneal  substance,  some  of  them 
passing  through  its  texture,  enter  the  lens,  and  occasion 
cataract ;  others  penetrate  the  iris  and  occasion  ittflam- 
mafion  of  that  membrane.  The  lens  and  hris  appear 
to  shield  the  posterior  internal  tunies  fh»m  serious 
injury.  In.  fihe  majority  i^  cases  whtefa  hsvecbBse 
zander  my  notice,  the  coats  of  one  ejo  have  been  so 


seriously  damaged  as  to  occasion  sloughing  and  atrophy 
of  the  globe.  If  we  see  the  patient,  which  is  rarely  the 
case  in  eye-infirmary  practice,  immediately  after  the 
accident,  we  should  administer  chloroform,  and  then 
detach  as  many  grains  of  powder  as  is  possible  from  the 
oomea,  deanse  tl^  surface  of  the  eyes  of  all  loose  or 
extraneous  matter,  confine  the  patient  to  a  dark  room, 
and  adopt  an  antiphlogistic  regimen ;  meeting  reaction 
by  general  or  topical  bleeding,  or  the  two  combined, 
according  to  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms  and  con* 
atitutional  power  of  the  patient.  I  have  already 
adverted  to  the  treatment  of  comeitis  and  iritis,  it 
therefore  only  remitios  for  me  to  remark,  that  after  the 
symptoms  of  inflammation  have  apparently  subsided, 
the  gums  should  be  kep(  slightly  tender  by  mercury, 
and  iHien  the  eye  has  become  perfectly  tranquil,  the 
opttque  lens  may  be  operated  upon  in  the  usual  manner 
practised  in  cases  of  soft  cataract.  If  the  pupil  be 
closed,  or  very  narrowly  contracted  by  adhesions,  the 
globe  of  the  eye  being  of  normal  size  and  tension,  an 
operation  for  artificial  pupil  may  be  undertaken  with  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  success.  The  opacity  of  the 
oomea,  which  rssnlts  from  explosions  of  gunpowder, 
is  generally  maculated,  and  in  a  great  measure  sub- 
sides under  judicious  treatoaent. 
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GiNTLBincN,— IHgestion,  in  its  larger  aoeeptation, ' 
tteMis  aomethtng  much  mors  profound  and  extensive 
than  what  occurs  within  the  mere  involutions  of  the 
p/rimm  vi«,  and  tiie  duster  of  glands  whieh  are  more 
immediately  attached  to  them.  These,  in  £bu^,  are  but 
the  first  recipients  of  the  emder  elesientB  of  assimi- 
lotion,  and  the  primary  agencies  which  are  brought  to 
hear  upon  the  gfeat  end  hidden  scheme  of  vital  trans* 
ibmotion;  for,  not  merely  until  blood  is  formed,  but 
ttatii  .the  more  somplex  stroetores  of  the  body  ore 
•oMoHy  perfocted,  eon  we  say  that  the  trae  and  nltimote 
Ifaosfermation  has  been  effected;  for,  even  after  the 
first  assimilation  haa  been  completed,  by  the  eonversion 
of  the  dead  elements  into  natritive  chyle,  that  chyle  hao 
yet:  to  be  converted  by  the  longs  into  true  blood  j  nor 
wookl  the  blood  itself  be  qualified  to  create  or  repair 
the  forious  tissnao  of  the  body,  unless  a  peculiar  power 
of  motomorphosis.  resided  within  eoch  m()iv&dnal  OfgOB, 
bf  vhkh  the  otemaito  of  this  ooounoii  loaioe  of 
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nQtrition  are  so  reacted  upon  that  aa  almost  isiidjefet 
variety  of  processes  is  made  to  oondace  to  an  almost 
endless  ▼ariety  of  productions  thronghont  the  animAl 
economy.  Such  ▼iews  of  the  subject  were  adminibly 
illustrated  by  the  late  Dr.  Pft>ut,  and,  in  his  Tobxme 
upon  "Urinary  Derangements/'  you  will  find  a  groat 
ftmd  of  deep  and  accurate  instruction. 

On  the  present  occasion,  however,  I  mean  to  spealc 
of  the  digestives  only  in  their  ordinary  sense  of  primary 
assimilants,  but  1  premise  the  above  observations  upon 
the  matter  because,  as  you  will  see,  it  would  be  impos- 
dble  for  you  to  thoroughly  understand  the  significant 
of  those  secondary  and  tertiary  symptoms  which  often 
constitute  the  evidences  of  a  derangement  in  tfaeee 
primary  parts,  or  to  reduce,  as  it  were,  a  multiform 
diaease  into  unity,  without  constantly  bearing  in  mind 
the  manifold  and  complicated  links  by  which  each  of 
these  simpler  parts  are  associated  more  or  less  with  the 
most  distant  recesses  of  the  general  system.  Indeed^ 
it  is  not  desirable,  oonsidering  the  stnictnro  of<  the 
human  body,  that  any  idiopathic  affection,  however 
apparently  localised,  should  be  viewed  or  treated  without 
a  regard  to  the  whole  framework,  and  much  less  so  the 
affections  of  those  all^mportant  oi^ans  in  wMch  a 
failure  of  energy  involves  a  fieulure  of  all  other  energies. 
It  is  onlyhy  the  habitual  exercise  of  such  comprehensive 
modes  of  investigation,  that  any  man  ever  disciplmes 
himself  into  a  really  scientific  and  practical  physiciany 
who  must  obviously  look  as  much  to  the  rational  as  to 
the  risible  signs  of  bodily  disorder. 

This  system  of  organs  and  passages  begins,  as  you 
are  aware,  at  the  mouth,  and  terminates  at  the  anus. 
It  is  a  sort  of  inversion  of  the  external  dermis,  .aow 
consisting  of  a  simple  paasage  of  greater  or  lesser 
dimension,  then  of  a  more  dilated  sac,  and  again  of 
deeper  and  more  oomplicate4  foldings  as  it  bsanehes 
away  from  its  simpler  course,  and  forms  itself  into 
expansive  and  complicated  branches  of  glandwork. 
Throughout  it  is  covered  with  epithelial  cells  while  in 
a  sta^  of  rest,  and  underneath  lies  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, either  elevated  into  minute  glands,  or  dimpled 
into  the  smallest  follicles  or  pouches  for  the  aesvetkm 
of  mucus,  gastric  juice,  and  the  like,  or  branching  of 
into  regular  ducts,  which  divide  and  subdivide  into 
flnch  arborifonn  structures  as  the  liver  or  pancraast 
within  the  acini  of  which  those  other  jnieea  are  eiabo* 
rated,  which  are  equally  necessary  to  tho  final  proceas* 
Around  this  mucous  and  secreting  tissue,  organic 
moMmlar  fibres  are  fi)und  to  arrange  themselves,  laig^y 
developed  in  some  parts,  and  but  scantily  seen  in  ottiars  |. 
while  that,  again,  is  surrounded  by  a  eusbk>n-work  <«f 
•leolar  tissue,  covered,  when  lying  within  the  ORritiea 
of  the  body,  with  a  delicate  serous  covering,  called  in 
Ilia  abdomen  the  peritoneum.  Organs  of  snoh  extent 
Md  complexity  must  necessarily  be  subsidot  to  manifold 
sBments,  though  for  the  sake  of  simi^idty  I  shaU 
oenalder  them,  as  before,  under  the  heads  of  larf- 
IN»  disorders,  anaemic,  or  hyperamie  oenditiMis,.  and 
ddjptterotfons. 

The  MBBTovs  PiaoaDBM  orhibit  th«BMelveawia  tHe 
forBH  of  paralysis   and  spasm,  of  greater  or  lesaer 


degree,  according  to  circumstances.  Complete  and 
permanent  paralysis,  (except  in  certain  less  important 
partSy  sndi  as  the  q»hinoter  ani,)  would  undoubtedly 
soon  lead  to  a  fotal  result ;  but  a  certain  amonnt  of 
torpor  may  finecpientiiy  exist  in  one  or  all  of  these 
organs,  which  shall  lead  to  muchinoonvenienoe,  witiKmt 
positively  inducing  deatii.  Thus,  the  stomach  may 
become  so  inactive  in  its  organic  processes,  that  it  shall 
cease  to  respdnd  to  aidinary  stimulants,  and  so  lose,  in 
a  great  measure,  its  powers  of  appropriation.  Torpidity 
of  the  liver  is  likewise  a  well-known  condition,  whan 
the  bile  both  diminishes  in  quantity  and  stagnatea 
withm  the  tubes  of  that  gland.  A  similar  condition  of 
the  intestines  is  exhibited  in  obstipation,  the  secretiotaft 
and  motions  of  these  tubes  being  alike  reduced  from 
the  standard  of  nature.  Such  conditions  are  obvious 
sources  of  primary  dyspepsia  or  indigestion,  words  of 
very  wide  signification  and  varied  meaning.  When 
such  internal  torpidity  is  dependent  on  some  affection 
of  the  brain,  or  other  nervous  centre,  it  is,  of  course^ 
merely  a  symptom  of  that  central  lesion,  and  is  to  be 
treated  accordingly.  You  will  always  observe,  tliat  in 
head-affections  the  bowels,  9t,c.,  are  exceedingly  diffionlt 
of  stimulation,  and  require  an  unusual  amount  ef 
purgative  medicines  to  produce  any  effect.  And  so  it 
happens  in  epilepsyi  insanity,  and  other  such  disorden, 
that  the  bowels  are  almost  invariably  coostipated  ;  and 
though,  in  such  cases,  it  is  very  necessary  that  tfaeae 
passages  should  be  cleared  ont,  as  a  collateral  means  of 
treatment,  the  essential  operations  must  be  directed 
more  immediately  to  the  central  source  of  disease.  It 
is,  however,  to  be  also  borne  in  mind,  that  prolonged 
irritation  and  chronic  dianges  of  structure  in  the 
mucous  membrane  may,  and  do,  lead  to  irritation  and 
chronic  change  within  the  cerebral  or  other  grey  centvea  ; 
these,  again*  reacting  on  these  mucous  membranes,  and 
tiie  system  generally,  (as  in  hydrocephalus,  &c.,)  so 
that  at  length  a  double  series  of  morbid  processes  are 
found  to  be  going  focward,  the  priority  of  which  it  is 
oiten  difficult  to  decide.  The  chief  means  of  distinotion 
will  consist  in  this^: — ^That,  whereas,  the  oentnl  or 
essential  torpor  will  have  commenced  suddenly  «r 
gradually,  without  pain,  and  unpreceded  by  dianiieei^ 
Ice.,  the  peripheral  affecti<m  will  have  been  ushered  ha 
by  a  <aontidereblB  and  prolonged  manifestation  of 
nanaea,  flatulitob^  diarrhoea,  or  dysentef  y,  which  may 
only  disappear,  and  be  replaced  by  torpidity,  when  the 
irritability  shall  be  exhausted  by  the  load  disease^  Ind 
the  aensorinm  deadened  by  secondary  effusions  of  fluid. 
The  usual  causes  of  this  torpor  (apart  from  organic 
affections  of  the  brain,  &c.,)  are,  depressing  passions, 
want  of  proper  exeinise,  and  the  deprivation  of  nntriente 
of  a  aoffidently  stimulating  character,  all  of  which  cansea 
operate  in  a  high  degree  in  civiUsed  society  ;  and  hence 
so  many  sufferings  in  that  state  ftom  indigeation,  hypo- 
chondria, and  a  numerous  train  of  similar  evils.  Aa  to 
depressng  paaaionst  it  is  well  known  how  great  calami* 
ties  will  at  onoe  parch  up  the  mouth,  annifailBte  all 
dsrise  for  fi>od,  bind  the  boweU,  and  lock  ^  th^ 
kidneya.  Sedentary  habits  and  a  diet  under  pa^  haw 
equally  ohrious  consequences  j   and   the   trestoien^ 


DR.  NELSON  ON  THE  MORBID  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DIGESTIVE  ORGANS, 


163 


"therefore,  must  depend  apon  the  leading  circumstaoces 
x»f  each  indiYidoal  case.  If  any  organic  affection  of  the 
bndn  be  diacoYerabie,  that,  of  oonne  most  be  managed 
ag  alretdf  described  in  the  earlier  lectorss.  The 
ikpreasing  passions  which  arise  from  any  real  coosea 
caii»  be  modified  only  by  the  rsmora!  of  such  causes, 
or  by  the  inenlcation  of  that  divine  fortitude  which 
•enables  us  to  meet  the  ills  of  life  by  equanimity,  and 
even  cheerfulness.  Sedentary  habits  iod  improper 
diet  at  once  suggest  their  own  remedies ;  but  in  all 
such  cases*  warm  purgative  medidnea  of  a  tonic  kind 
an  of  the  most  essential  service ;  and  while,  therefore, 
we  enjoin  a^vity  of  mind  and  body,  with  varied  dieib, 
we  ought  to  unload  the  passages,  and  give  them  a  first 
ini]»Qlie  by  the  use  of  such  purgatives  as  aloes,  aided 
by  the  bittier  toima  df  gentian  or  ipecacuanha,  and  such 
stimulants  as  ginger  or  capsicum.  If  the  torpor  be 
chiefly  in  the  liver,  it  may  require  the  special  stimulus 
of  small  doses  of  mercury.  When  this  treatment 
aeems  to  have  efiteted  its  object,  it  is  not  to  be  suddenly 
stopped  (though  patients  are  apt  to  do  that  of  them- 
selves), for  that  would  be  apt  to  reindnce  the  tdrpMtty, 
by  the  withdrawal  of  the  accustomed  artificial  excite* 
ment;  but  the  doses  of  the  stimulants  are  to  be 
giudually  lessened,  until  it  is  found  that  the  organs 
proceed  in  their  work  without  requiring  such  aids. 
Such  oases  you  witness  in  the  physicians'  room  almost 
evtfy  day ;  and  you  will  observe  that  I  generally  con- 
clude the  treatment,  after  employing  smarter  remedies, 
l>y  the  prescription  of  a  single  mild  pill  at  night,  con- 
taining two  grains  of  carbonate  of  iron  and  one  grain 
of  aloes,  ipecacuanha,  and  capsicum  re^eetitely. 
Tins,  when  the  canal  is  brought  to  a  tolerably  healdiy 
state,  is  quite  sufllcient  to  produce  one  fall  evacuation 
in  the  morning,  without  looseness;  and  that  is  exactly 
what  ought  to  take  place  naturally.  By  all  means  let 
us  avoid  cold  saKne  purgation;  for  that  is  always 
fc^ow^  by  an  augmentation  of  the  torpor,  which  the 
cobbling  practitioner  who  employs  it  still  seeks  to 
remove  I7  frequent  and  more  frtoquent  doses  of  his 
violent  drug. 

Hie  opposite  condition  of  excitability  in  the  gastro- 
eotbic  nervous  system  leads  to  spasm,  an  aAMstion 
fllKsdy  descanted  u|xm,  and  familiar  to  yon  all  as  a 
dull  or  a  sharp  pain  recurring  at  intervals,  and  relieved 
by  h^t  and  pressure.  This  most  painful  spastic  action 
is  commonly  due  to  some  degree  of  Intemd  venous 
congestion,  or  to  the  presence  of  acrid  foods  or  un- 
healthy  juices  or  gases,  especially  the  sulphurous, 
within  the  track  of  the  canal.  It  is  always  of  a  refiex 
character,  and  has  very  fluently  beeft  experienoed  by 
most  people  in  the  stomach  and  bowels.  When  it 
oceurs  in  the  ducts  of  the  liver  it  may  produce  jaun- 
dice, as  is  said.  Some  deny  that  such  spasm  ever  does 
oecor  i  but  I  see  no  reason  why  a  spasm  shtould  not 
tafte  pboe  wherever  these  ans  muscular  bands.  True, 
JOB  cannot  prove  it  after  death;  but  what  of  that, 
when  ao  many  dear  proolii  are  seen  of  it  during  Hie  ? 
At19o  treatttwnt,  if  aorfd  matters  be  present  they  must 
cstfcer  bo  expelled  or  neutralised/  To  this  end  emetei 
and  pmrgativei  are  our  lesdy  impleiiniits,  along  wilb 


acids»  alkalies,  or  alkaline  earths,  according  to  the 
suq|>eoted  nature  of  the  solid,  fluid,  or  gaseous  irritant. 
At  the  same  time  we  must  solicit  the  blood  to  the  but- 
free  by  heat,  &&,  and  allay  irritability  by  the  employ- 
ment of  those  sedatives  which  are  emphatically  known 
as  antispasmodics.  These  indeed  are  to  be  employed 
alone  when  we  see  the  spasms  continue  after  the 
expulsion  of  all  acrids,  or  going  on  without  their 
preaenoe,  and  merely  from  an  excess  of  morbid  func- 
tional irritability.  Of  all  these  remedies,  the  moat 
powerful  and  immediate  is,  undoubtedly,  opium,  the 
doses  of  which  must  not  he  limited  by  the  rules  found 
in  books,  but  graduated  and  continued  according  to  the  ' 
emergency.  Opium,  however,  though  excellent  as  aa 
occasional  remedy  in  acute  attacks,  is  not  to  be 
habitually  employed ;  ibr,  when  the  stomach  is  chiefly 
afliscted,  and  in  a  chronic  form,  bismuth  is  chiefly  to 
be  depended  upon;  and  when  the  bowels  are  troubled 
wi&  such  tormina,  assafoetida,  or  garlick,  or  cayenne 
pepper,  with  flannels  next  to  the  skin  of  the  abdomen, 
are  to  he  mainly  used.  In  simple  spasms  of  an  hepatic 
origin,  epinm  and  mercury  will  be  found  the  chief 
means  of  relief,  along  with  external  heat.  If  hysterical, 
the  ammoniated  assafoetida  or  castor  will  prove  of  much 
value  ;  and  if  the  gastric  spasm  be  of  that  atonic  kind 
which  ends  in  a  fit  of  neutral  vomiting,  or  wator-brash, 
the  best  and  surest  means  of  relief  I  have  usually 
found  in  opium  and  sulphuric  acid;  or,  where  these 
failed,  opium  and  lead.  Speaking  of  lead,  you  will,  of 
course,  understand  that  the  pains  which  originate  from 
the  absorption  of  that  metal,  or  from  the  conditions  of 
dysentery  or  cholera,  &c.,  are  to  be  treated  with 
spedfio  views  to  those  conditions,  and  not  in  the  manner 
above  described.  As  an  Ulostration  of  the  occasional 
peculiarities  of  such  cases  (for  they  are  too  common  to 
require  any  illustration  in  general),  I  may  remind  yoa 
of  a  miserably  dwarfed  and  shrunken  young  man,  with 
an  efleminate  voice  (an  out-patient)  who  was  treated  for 
persistent  vomitings  and  tormina,  without  any  particular 
investigation,  by  all  the  usual  means  of  calumba,  lauda- 
num,'hydrocyanic  add,  and  the  like,  without  any  effect. 
At<4ength,  on  instituting  special  inquiries  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  matter  vomited,  it  appeared  to  be  a  pure 
oil,  as  it  were,  possibly  uncombined  choleic  acid.  He  - 
was  aooordingly  told  to  stop  all  other  medicines,  and 
take  a  teaspoonfbl  of  carbonate  of  soda,  and  that  alone» 
three  times  a  day.  From  the  first  dose  aU  vomiting 
and  tormina  ceased,  and  he  was  well  for  a  considerable  > 
time.  Persona  of  such  habits  of  body,  however,  are 
awaya-liabls  to  a  recurrence  of  thdr  disorders. 

HTfWUBiiiA  of  the  digestive  organs  tends  to  the 
grsateet  degree  of  visoeral  derangement.  It  may  dtfaer 
assume  the  arterial  form,  and  so  produce  an  acute  or 
chronic  inflammation,  or  it  may  be  a  passive  venous 
stagnation,  known  as  congestion^  In  all  cases,  and^  - 
wherever  situated,  the  inflammatory  action  may  be  dis-. 
tingulshed  firom  the  congestive,  by  the  greater  amoaif^ 
of  sharp  pain  under  preasore,  and  the  higher  degree  of 
constitutional  exdtement.  This  pain  and  exdteiiieiit- 
wyl  l»  BMMiB  or  less  aeeonUpg  to  the  sensibility  or 
vMilimportMM  ol  theoisn  wbish  SMqr  bs  iiiT^lvsd. 
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Congestion  being  tbe  more  common  ailment,  as 
witnessed  in  the  erery-day  practice  of  the  hospital,  and 
being  simple  of  treatment,  may  be  at  once  disposed  of. 
It  may  be  present  in  the  stomach,  the  liver,  or  the 
bowels,  especially  the  lower  great  guts.  The  tongue, 
in  such  cases,  is  usually  thickl}  furred,  even  after  eating ; 
a  dark  effusion  is  observed  over  the  white  of  the  eye, 
and  a  continuous  dull  headache  is  felt.  The  secretions 
will  be  deficient,  and  an  obscure,  heavy,  sicknening 
tenderness  on  deep  pressure  will  be  felt  over  that  part 
of  the  track  chiefly  involved.  If  confined  to  the  liver, 
that  organ  may  be  considerably  enlarged,  while  it  is 
sluggish  in  action,  and  if  chiefly  confined  to  the  lower 
bowels;  there  may  be  swellings  of  the  veins  of  the 
extremities  or  persistent  piles.  The  indications  are 
in  any  such  case,  to  withdraw  the  stagnating  fluid,  and 
to  promote  circulation  and  secretion,  and  this  is  best 
effected  by  stimulant  and  free  purgation.  Where  the 
condition  is  extreme,  cupping  or  leeching  may  be  re- 
quired over  the  parts  in  the  first  instance ;  but,  in  most 
cases,  a  blue  pill  at  night,  with  an  aromatic  and  saline 
mperient  in  the  morning,  along  with  moderate  diet  and 
free  exercise,  will  prove  sufficiently  effectual.  These 
constitute  the  numerous  class  of  cases  in  which  those 
fiftvourite  remedies  of^r.  Abernethy-  were  found  ^6 
Qsefttl.  But  the  patients,  in  fact,  need  never  have  been 
ill  had  they  lived  with  any  degree  of  prudence,^  for  !t  is 
heavy  suppers,  and  made-up  dishes,  with  rich  pastry 
after  a  full  meal  of  meat,  and  other  unnecessary  acts  of 
eating  and  drinking,  which  lead  to  such  maladies  in 
nine  instances  out  of  ten. 

Ini LAMMATiON  is  a  morc  serious  and  urgent  matter. 
Of  such  action  in  the  gums,  tongue,  fauces,  &c., 
where  it  is  visible,  and  in  which  the  treatment  is  fami- 
liar to  you,  I  need  not  speak  at  all.  Occurring  in  the 
stomach  it  is  called  gastritis,  and,  if  acute,  (which  it  very 
rardy  is,  except  from  irritant  poisons,)  you  will  have 
intolerable  agony  under  the  slightest  touch,  with  vomit- 
ing of  allingesta,  a  red  tongue,  and  profound  prostration 
of  the  mental  energies.  In  »less  acute  form,  yon  will 
haye  all  these  same  symptoms  in  a  minor  degree,  but 
still  tending  to  imminent  danger,  as  the  constitutional 
excitement  is  always  great.  The  application  of  leeches 
over  the  organ  is  at  once  suggested  by  the  circumstances, 
and  these  may  be  repeated,  or  followed  by  a  blister, 
according  to  their  effects.  The  coats  of  this  organ  are 
to  be  soothed  at  the  same  time  by  small  efferresccnt 
draughts,  containing  hydrocyanic  acid.  Cold  drinks,  and 
even  ice  itself,  may  be  emj>loyed  with  much  benefit, 
and  in  some  cases  that  resist  the  above  treatment,  a 
strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  may  be  swallowed ; 
but  above  all,  care  must  be  taken  not  to  maintain 
initation  in  the  stomach  by  giving  food.  People  will 
'  sappose,  somehow  or  other,  that  no  one  can  get  through 
a  severe  illness  without  what  they  call  support— support 
whidiy  in  reality  is  a  burden.  They  cannot  be  made 
to  see — except  they  be  experienced — that  it  is  better  to 
Ntain  one  spoonful  of  beef-tea  or  gruel,  than  to  reject 
fifty  by  straining  and  vomiting.  But  the  management 
in  tins  respect  mast  be  pointed  out  and  enforaad  with 
UiagrNtestemphaib,  if  yoawoidd  succeed  in  the  cure 


of  a  Tery  severe  ease.  I  never  allow  more  than  one 
teaspooniVd  of  the  mildest  beef-tea  or  grad  at  a  time. 
And  even  when  nourishment  is  requised,  it  is  snzptising 
how  much  may  be  appropriated  by  giving  that  amoont 
every  quarter  of  an  hour  or  so ;  whereas,  moie  woald  be 
at  once  rejected.  Gastritis  of  a  more  or  lew  scotB 
type,  is  always  apt  to  arise  in  the  course  of  any 
fever ;  but  there  is  a  fever  very  common  in  Binningham, 
amongst  yonng  persons  daring  tiie  aufcamn,  which  seems 
simply  symptomatic  of  a  local  epidemic  gastritis.  I 
should  call  it  a  gastro-enteric  fe\er.  It  is  nahered  in 
by  vomiting  and  epigastric  tenderness,  which  are  soon 
followed  by  the  febrile  symptoms.  In  my  own  practice 
I  have  invariably  found*  that,  if  I  was  called  in  early 
enough,  some  leeches  to  the  epigastrinm  and  effer- 
vescent draughts  would  arrest  all  tbe  expected  train  of 
symptoms ;  but  when  the  disease  had  gained  head,  its 
natural  tendency  was  to  creep  downwards  through  the 
intestinal  canal,  and  to  produce  enteritis  and  dysentery, 
accompanied  by  a  type  of  fover,  becoming  still  more  and 
more  l^hoid,  and  lastiog  for  a  month  or  ttx  weeks. 
This  may  be  viewed  as  the  ordinary  fever  of  this  to«n» 
as  contradistinguiBhed  from  true  typhus;  a  view  in 
which  I  am  confirmed  by  the  prolonged  local  esqierienfifr 
of  Dr.  Ecdes  and  others. 

Hepatitis  is  not  very  common  in  tiie  acute  form  ; 
but  when  present,  gives  rise  to  a  very  depressant  type 
of  iever.  The  head  is  hot,  the  eyes  are  anffosed,  the 
tongue  is  furred  brown,  and  the  pain,  acoonqpanied  witii 
some  tui^dity,  is  very  severe  in  the  right  side,  wheie 
there  is  aim  felt  a  local  increase  of  heat  external^.  In 
this  form  the  peritoneal  lining  of  the  organ  ia  generally 
inTolved,  and  the  bile,  at  first  diminished,  is  afterwarda 
very  acrid,  and  productive  of  profose  diarrhoea.  Tlie 
measures  to  be  adopted,  under  such  drcvmstanoes,  are 
local  abstraction  of  blood  to  commence  with,  and  to  be 
followed  by  a  blister;  then  a  oontinnous  exhibition  of 
blue  pill  or  calomel,  combined  with  hyoacyamus  or 
conlum ,  and  alkalized  saline  draughts.  A  very  excellent 
illustration  of  the  disease  in  this  acute  form,  was 
afforded  to  us  by  the  giri  (I  forget  the  name)  recom- 
mended to  the  hospital  as  an  out-patient  by  Mr.  Aid* 
Phillips,  the  late  Mayor.  She  had  great  difficnlty  ia 
reaching  the  house,  and  on*  entering  the  roam  sup* 
ported  by  her  friend,  looked  exceedingly  ill.  The 
head  was  hot  and  the' eyes  were  muddy  and  Inafaeleas  ; 
the  tongue  had  a  deep  brown  fur;  the  dieeks  were 
flushed;  the  whole  body  very  hot;  and  the  right 
shoulder  inclined  downwards  towards  the  same  side- 
Here  was  noticed  some  swelling,  and  the  greatest 
amount  of  tenderness,  whilst  her  general  aspect  waa 
that  of  a  person  mariced  out  for  a  long  comse  off 
typhus  fever.  It  was  at  onoe  seen  that  she  ought  to  he 
retained  in-  the  hospital,  and  she  was  aoooidiogly 
taken  to  the  low  ward.  Mr.  Moore  was  reqoested  to 
cup  her  oyer  the  liver,  and  then  apply  a  blister,  while 
she  was  placed  at  once  under  mercury  and  byoacyamnsy 
with  firequent  effMrescent  draughts.  These  stqw  were 
scarcely  adopted  before  aU  the  febrile  and  other  symp* 
toms  began  to  abate ;  so  that,  ill  as  she  was,  shelefltiie 
hospital  qui^  wdl  in  about  eight  days.    So  beneficial 
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Is  it  to  meet  an  acute  disease  with  prompt  and  decided 
measures.  Yon  are  aware  that  such  acute  disease  may 
lead  to  hepatic  abscess  either  opening  externally  or  into 
the  digestive  canal  or  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  One 
patient  yon  lately  saw  with  an  abscess  of  this  kind 
discharging  its  contents  by  the  navel.  Such  a  termina- 
tion  of  acute  or  chronic  action  is  to  be  sedulously 
guarded  against. 

Of  the  CHRONIC  HEPATITIS,  accompauicd  with 
duller  tenderness,  and  sometimes  great  enlargement, 
we  never  had  a  better  instance  than  in  John  Moore,  of 
ihe  top  ward.  His  tongue,  as  in  almost  all  such  cases, 
was  glassy,  smootii,  and  clean,  the  complexion  was 
wDow,  the  stools  were  variegated,  and  the  liver— of 
deal  board  hardness— was  felt  extending  over  nearly  the 
whole  compass  of  *the  abdomen ;  bat  there  were  no 
'dropsical  effusions,  as  in  most  of  our  other  cases.  In 
an  of  them,  but  espedaUy  in  Moore's — as  the  most 
marked  in  pcHut  of  size  and  hardness— the  iodide  of 
potassium  was  found  of  great  efficacy.  Moore  was 
capped  from  time  to  time,  used  occasionally  mercurial 
inunctions,  took  blue  pill  and  colocynth  at  night,  and 
iodide  of  potassium  with  conium,  three  times  a^day. 
The  iodide  had  a  very  powerful  effect  upon  him,  and 
produced  large  pustular  eruptions,  which  have  per- 
manently 'Scarred  his  face.  On  this  account  it  was 
obliged  to  be  discontinued  from  time  time;  but,  so 
•  Gonsdous  was  he  himself  of  the  benefits  of  it  to  the 
fiver  disease,  that  he  always  desired  a  renewal  of  it. 
By  these  means  his  enormous  and  hard  enlargement 
quite  disappeared  in  the  course  of  three  months  or  so, 
when  he  became  well  and  vigorous.  Chronic  hepatitis, 
however,  will  sometimes  shrivel  the  proper  structure  of 
ihe  liver,  instead  of  enlarging  it.  The  capsule  of 
<3r]is8on  becomes  hypertrophied,  at  the  expense  of  the 
glandular  parts,  and*  we  see  the  result  in  nutmeg  liver. 
Ettteritit  gives  rise  to  a  much  more  obscure  pain  than 
^;astritis,  and  to  a  more  smothered  febrile  action.  It  is 
generally  accompanied  by  considerable  cephalic  heat; 
and  is  always  recognised  by  pain  under  firm  and  deep 
pressure.  In  its  largest  acceptation  it  may  involve  not 
only  the  mucous  and  muscular  coats  of  the  intestines, 
but  also  the  peritoneal  lining ;  but,  as  the  symptoms  in 
the  latter  case  are  exceedingly  altered  and  augmented, 
they  have  become  grouped  under  the  specific  form  of 
peritonitis,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  not  at  present 
annde  to  any  other  than  the  affection  of  the  mucous  and 
finbmucons  tissues.  These,  in  this  disease,  are  found 
to  be  in  an  inflamed  condition ;  and  when  that  con- 
-  dition  extends  to  the  kurger  boiweds,  we  have  all  the 
tymptoms  of  dysentery.      In  an  ordinary  case,  this 

•  condieton    is    to    be  subdued    by  the    exhibition    of 
'  mercury ;  while  the  motions  of  the  bowels  are  to  be 

•  fltUled,  and  their  sessibUity  subdued,  by  the  conjunction 
#     of  opium,  or  hyoseyamuv,  &c.    Leeching  or  blistering 

may  also  be  required  over  the  abdomen,  along  with 
~  soothing  emoHients  (such  as  decoction  of  poppy  head, 

and  hyoscyamus,  &c.)    The  best  form  of  mercury  to 

be  used,  is  the  ordinary  chalk  preparation,  and  this  may 
'  be  advantageously  combined  with  small  doses  of  Dover's 

powder.    Yoaseeiis  constantly  adopting  these  reme- 


dies in  this  rather  common   disease,   which   scarcely 
needs,  therefore,  any  additional   clinical  illustration. 
If  the  complaint  be  very  severe,  as  it  may  be,  when 
ariaing  from  any  sudden  impression  of  intense  cold,  or 
in  the  course  of  a  low  fever,  leading  to  specific  inflam- 
mation at  the  ileo-coecal  valve,  it  may  terminate  in 
gangrene,  or  in  perforation ;  in  which  events  I  know  of 
nothing  that  can  be  done,  except  to  use  the  means  of 
perfect  rest,  and  to  leave  the  patient  to  nature.     But  I 
have  never  lost  a  patient  under  this  disease,  except  it 
was  accompanied  by  something  more  serious,  such  as 
carcinoma  of  the  pylorus,  as  in  the  pedlar.  Shay,  and 
the  poor  old  woman,  Twells.     Most  commonly  it  is 
subdued  by  treatment,  or  ends  in  a  weakening  chronic'' 
dysentery,  in  which  latter  case  it  behoves  us  to  use 
astringents,  and  to  make  the  patient  keep  the  recumbent 
posture.     Additional  doses  of  chalk  may  now  be  em- 
ployed,  in  combination  with    catechu    or    logwood; 
mustard  poultices  to  the  abdomen  will  be  useful,  and 
where^the  slimy  stools  are  frequent,  or  give  rise  to 
painful  tenesmus,  an  opium  suppository  will  be  found 
valuable.    When  chalk  and  catechu  will'  not  serve  the 
desired  end,  you  have  seen  me  employ,  with  marked 
results,  acetate  of  lead  and  opium.     The  diet  must  also 
be  attended  to;    so  that  it  be  simple  and  unirritating, 
and  a  drink  of  port  wine  and  water  will  be  advisable, 
if  the  body  needs  strengthening,   which  it  generally 
does.     Epidemic  dysentery  is  often  of  a  very  low  and 
fatal  type,  especially  when  attacking  soldiers  and  the 
like  in  hot  weather,  who  may  be  exposed  to  the  damp 
chills  of  the  night  air  and  the  open  groand ;  but  such  a 
foroj  scarcely  ever  occurs  in  comfortable  towns,  and,  as 
already  remarked,  I  have  not  met  with  any  instance  of 
death  from  it,  except  it  has  occurred  as  a  terminal 
symptom  of  some  more  formidable  disease,  such  as  the 
carcinomatous  cases  above  alluded  to,  or  typhus,  or 
phthisis  in  their  latter  stages.     Let  it  never  be  trifled 
with,  however,  because  it  is,  at  all  times,  a  serious 
matter.      As  in  dysentery,  we  have  mucous  or  nraeo« 
sanguineous  discharges;   so  in  malignant  cholera,  dr 
c|)fOlera  asphyxia,  we  have  a  simple  serous  exudation. 
But  that  terrific  malady  shall  be  better  discussed  when 
we  treat  of  blood  diseases,  'for  it  is  no  mere  affection 
of  the  bowels — very  far  from  it. 

When  chronic  affections  of  these  parts  have  been 
much  prolonged,  they  begin  to  give  rise  to  many 
remote  derangements,  involving  the  longs,  Ae  heart, 
the  brain,  the  kidneys,  and  muscular  and  other  systems 
geT\erally ;  but  more  immediately  they  are  apt  to  bring 
about  a  state  of  things  which  fits  the  body  for  the 
reception  and  retention  of  entozoa,  such  as  the  sarcina 
ventHculi,  the  round  worm,  the  solitary  worm,  the  hair 
worm,  and  the  thread  worm.  These,  in  turn,  give  rise 
to  very  few  positively  local  symptoms,  except  irregu- . 
larity  of  appetite,  and,  perhaps  some  degree  of  griping. 
The  body  may  waste,  however,  and  become  pale  and 
generally  irritable.  The  head  will  be  hot  and  subject  to 
a  sense  of  giddiness.  The  nose  and  anus,  or  face  and 
wl]^ole  body,  will  itch,  and  the  former  may  bleed  or 
become  sore.  The  patient  will  be  disturbed  in  sleep, 
and  grind  his  teeth.      His  eyes  will  sometimes  ex- 
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poienoe  a  snddea  momentary  blindness.  Dry  coagh 
wiU  set  in  along  with  hiccap.  Cardiac  palpitation  will 
lieqnently  arise,  and  also  fainting  fits,  or  epilepsy  itself, 
and  other  forms  of  oonvnl^on  will  make  their  appear- 
■Dce.  All  these  are  traceable  to  the  great  law  of  reflex 
inTolnntary  action,  and  are  beautifully  explanatory  of 
tba  special  arcs  of  sympathy  that  exist  in  the  complex 
retienlations  of  the  nerrons  system.  I  might  well  be 
tempted  to  dwell  upon  such  things  for  a  time,  and 
mdnige  in  some  theories  as  to  the  reason  why  some 
parts  sympathise  more  than  others;  bat  I  should  thus 
be  wandering  out  of  my  straight  line  as  a  oRnical 
physician,  and  shall,  therefor^,  forego  such  arguments. 

Through  whatever  curious  channels  of  nervous  Inter- 
eommunication  these  effects  are  brought  about,  we  hove 
•tins  simple  and  positive  fact  before  us,  that  by  the 
remoral  of  the  one  exciting  cause  all  the  other  evils 
are  dispelled.  You  have  had  numerous  instances  of 
this  result,  both  amongst  out  and  in-patients.  One  in 
particular  was  the  young  girl  Smith,  aged  16.  She 
had  been  subject  to  daily  fits  of  ^pilepsy  for  a  long 
period,  and  came  into  hospital  labouring  also  under  a 
gnat  degree  of  aniemia.  Turpentine  was  administered, 
and  Mr.  Moore  observed  that  there  had  passed  a  roood 
worm,  eight  inches  long  and  proportionately  thick. 
After  that  she  never  had  another  fit,  and  a  course  of 
iion  restored  her  afterwards  to  perfect  health.  She  left 
-Hie  hospital  in  one  monUi  a  plump  and  well-coloured 
girl.  There  can  be  no  question  of  the  vslue  of  the 
turpentine  in  most  cases  of  vermination;  but  it  will 
■ometimes  fail,  and  is  also  a  rough  remedy.  But  you 
have  often  seen  me  employ,  with  good  effect,  the  oxide 
of  silver.      Sometimes  in   these  cases  the  worm  or 

•  worms  pass ;  in  others  they  are  never  seen ;  but,  at  the 
'  same  time,  all  the  associated  symptoms  disappear,  and 

m,  therefore,  infer  their  death  or  their  temporary  pros- 
tration.     Sulphate  of  zinc  will    also  act  after-  this 

.■miner;  and  the  kousso,  as  you  all  know,  has  latdy 
been  much  celebrated,      Oil  of  male  fern  I  have  lately 

.  used  a  good  deal,  but  with  no  very  mariced  effects;  and 
81  to  the  pomegranate,  I  cannot  pass  any  judgment 
TBpon  it.  Next  to  the  kousso,  so  objectionable  in  point 
of  expense,  I  am  clearly  fiivonrable  to  the  turpentine  ; 
powerful  and  rough  though  the  dose  may  be. 

The  DEOVNBRATI0N8  of  structurc  which  occur  in 

•  these  parts  will  be  spoken  of  at  length  when  we  come 
to  treat  of  diseases  of  the  blood,  &c.  For  the  present 
I  may  merely  briefly  allude  to  some  of  those  changes 

•  which  are  most  common,  in  order  that  our  general  review 
of  those  morbid  derangements  may  be  comj^ets.  In 
ttub  first  place,  there  are  certain  formations  of  a  fibrous 
or  scirrhous  character,  which  occur  at  particular  points 
where  some  long-contiuued  irritation  has  existed,  com- 
bined with  frequent  and,  perhaps,  severe  pressure. 
Not  that  we  are  always  able  to  trace  these  causes  in 
each  instance ;  but,  from  the  irritation  being  evidently 
dependent  in  some  cases  upon  the  presence  of  pins, 
fish  bones,  or  other  foreign  irritants,  we  are  led  to 
the  general  inference.  In  the  oesophagus,  and  at  the 
pylorus  and  the  rectum,  we  most  fiiequently  meet 
with  those  simple  indurated  swellings.    The  first  is  to  be 


suspected  from  difficulty  of  swallowing,  and  the  laat 
from  constipation  and  the  narrowing  of  the  8to<ds. 
In  the  pylorus  the  chief  symptoms  are,  pain,  with 
vomiting  some  time  after  taking  food,  and,  if  the  swel- 
ling be  of  any  magnitude  or  hardness  it  will  be  felt 
outside,  under  diligent  manipulation.  These  swdlinga 
may  gradually  assume  a  more  and  more  scirrhous  char- 
aeter,  by  the  condensation  of  their  fibrous  structure,  and 
afterwards,  aecordmg  the  number  of  soft  canoer-odlB 
whicii  may  intervene  between  these  harder  fibres,  or  the 
rapidity  of  their  deposit  and  destruction,  the  mass  may 
become,  in  a  greater  or  lesser  d^ree,  a  regular  phage- 
denic carcinoma.  In  the  earlier  stage  of  simple 
induration,  the  bougie  may  be  employed  with  great 
success,  both  to  the  oesophagus  and  rectum.  The 
affection  at  the  pylorus  is  more  to  be  controlled  by 
very  soothing  treatment — ^namely,  the  use  of  bismuth 
and  conidm,  an^  food  of  the  most  digestible  and 
unstimulating  kind,  with  blisters  to  the  epigastrium* 
Induration  of  the  liver  is  a  much  more  hopeless  disease 
than  the  hepatic  enlargement  already  spoken  of.  We  can, 
in  fact,  do  nothing  beyond  attempting  to  check  its  ftutber 
progress.  In  such  a  ease  the  organ  is  shrunken,  and 
hardened  at  the  same  time.  The  fibrous  skeleton  or 
framework,  called  the  capsule  of  Glisson  has,  in  these 
circumstances,  become  thickened  and  hardened,  and 
has  so  pressed  upon  the  nutrition  of  the  true  glandular  , 
structure,  that  that  has  been  destroyed  and  abaorfaod, 
and  of  course  can  never  be  renewed.  Besides  thisy 
however^  there  are  sometimes  found  in  the  Uver  large 
cartilaginous  tubers,  which  in  due  season  assume  the 
features  of  cancer,  as  was  witnessed  in  the  body  of  the 
old  woman  Twells.  Of  the  fiatty  degeneration  that  ao 
often  occurs  in  this  organ,  and  which  you  have  the 
means  of  seeing  so  very  frequently,  especially  as 
aOBompanying  the  lattor  stages  of  phthisis  and  other 
exhausting  diseases,  I  shall  say  nothmg  at  present,  bat 
leave  its  oonsideration  to  another  part  of  the  course.  - 

When  carcinomatous  action  has  set  in,  the  disease  is  to 
be  inferred  partly  from  constitution!  and  partly  firom  local 
symptoms.  There  is,  in  almost  all  cases,  great  emacia- 
tion, and  a  peculiar  straw  colour,  or  dirty  white  hue, 
pervading  the  countenance.  Agonizing  lancinating 
pains  will  also  most  likely  exist,  greatly  aggravated  by 
pressure;  and  the  tumour  may  likewise  be  felt 
through  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen,'  if  in  a  sitnatioii 
where  it  is  possible  to  be  so  examined.  The  mass,  as 
you  recollect,  was  very  distinctly  felt  indeed  in  the 
patient  Twells,  though  it  occasionally  disappeared.  la 
the  pedlar,  Shay«  it  was  more  difficult  of  reoognitioD, 
as  it  seemed  to  recede  firom  pressure,  but,  on  suddenly, 
though  gently,  keeping  my  fijiger  down,  I  felt  it,  as  you 
are  aware,  sufficiently  distinctly  and  often,  as  to  give, 
taking  other  evidences  into  consideration,  a  decided  i 
diagnosis  of  the  case. 

Twells  had  been  a  washerwoman,  and  had  been  sub- 
jected to  pressure  there  from  the  tub.  No  doubt,  also, 
she  would  take  frequent  drams  of  pure  gin,  as  is  tlie 
custom  of  such  people.  Shay  was  an  inveterate  drinider 
of  raw  rum,  often  upon  a  completely  empty  stomach, 
lu  both  of  these  cases  large  indurated  masses  were. 
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found  at  the  pylorus,  composed  of  fibrous  striae,  which 
«at  like  cartilage ;  while  the  surface  was  a  white  pul- 
taceoQs  miltlike  stmctore,  traversed  by  large  Teins,  and 
maigined  by  an  iuflammttory  blush.  TweUs'  liyer, 
likewise  contained  several  hard  tubers  of  various  size, 
from  that  of  a  very  large  walnnt,  down  to  a  pea,  which 
cot  like  gnstle,  and  contained  miltlike  matter  in  their 
centres.  Relief  was  afforded  in  these  cases  by  leeching, 
Mamntb,  and  comum,  and  also  by  hydroc^ania  add  and 
opimn.  All  this,  however,  was  merely  palliative,  and 
tliey  both  ultimately  died  of  starvation,  befaig. reduced 
to  dcin  and  bone. 


ON.  UTEEINE   H^MOEEHAGE. 
By  GEORGE  KING,  Esa., 

toKGxoa  ACCoucasuR  TO  fns  dorcas  socxstt,  bats. 


In  a  recent  number  of  the  Journal  there  was  an 
article  "  On  Uterine  HRmorrbage,''  by  Mr.  Newnham 
of  Famham.  As  uterine  hnmonhage  is  a  subject  of 
-vital  importance  to  the  obstetric  practitioner,  and 
whether  it  takes  place  during  gestation  or  parturition, 
it  ifl  one  of  the  most  frightful  and  perplexing  decum- 
stanoes  that  could  oocur  to  the  medical  attendant, 
any  information  on  such  a  subject  must  be  useful; 
«nd  Mr.  Newnliam'B  forty  years'  experience  most 
give  weight  and  interest  to  his  observatioos  and  prac- 
tical remarks,  although  there  may  be  nothing  very 
peculiar  in  the  cases,  or  new  in  thei  treatment.  The 
publishing  them  may  encourage  and  give  confidence  to, 
if  not  instruct,  the  young  practitioner,  if  he  should  be 
flo  unfortunate  as  to  meet  with  one  in  his  practice. 
Practical  information  is  much  more  likely  to  impress 
the  mind  than  theoretical.  Many  professors  become 
teachers  before  they  have  hardly  become  practitioners. 
The  object  of  this  paper  is  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Jownal  to  interttol  uterine  haBmorrhage, 
■and  to  bring  before  tiieir  notice  a  few  cases  that  have 
recently  occurred  in  my  own  practice.  This  passive  or 
insidious  haemorrhage  goiog  on  within  the  cavity  of  the 
nterus,  whether  during  pregnancy,  at  the  time  of  hibour, 
or  after  the  contents  of  the  uterus  were  ^expelled,  does 
not  seem  to  have  attracted  that  notice  in  the  practice  of 
midwifery  that  its  importance  deserves*  That  distin- 
guished obstetric  physician.  Dr.  Baudelocque,  (whose 
death  was  noticed  in  a  late  number  of  the  Journal^) 
flome  years  since  published  a  pamphlet,  entitled  '*  Traits 
des  Hsemorrhagies  Internes  de  T  Uterus,"  and  the 
cases  related  by  him  of  concealed  hemorrhage  are  highly 
interesting  and  well  worth  consulting.  I  have  not 
met  with  any  other  work  entirely  on  the  subject.  In 
internal  hemorrhage  we  do  not  meet  with  those  frightful 
appearances  or  terrific  flooding8,^gu8hing  out  the 
vital  fluid  until  stopped  by  syncope,  or  nature  refuses 
to  supply  more — and -in  this  alarming  condition  it  is 
well  known  that  there  is  no  time  for  reflection,  con- 
aeration,  or  consultation;  all  our  skill  and  moral 
-courage  is  at  once  suddenly  taxed,  and  we  must  instsntly 


aet  Still  internal  uterine  hediorrhage  is  equally 
dangerous,  requiring  all  our  attention  and  the  most 
prompt  and  energetic  treatment;  and  although  it  may 
proceed  slowly  and  unobserved,  its  effects  are,  neverthe- 
lase,  often  fatal  to  mother  and  child,  the  latter  generaUy. 
Thare  may  be  no  external  sign  of  the  mischief  going  on, 
and  its  effects  on  the  constitution  are  not  known  until  re- 
peated £untings  take  place,  the  patient  becomes  ex- 
hausted, and  the  pulse  almost  extinct.  For  these  dis- 
troBsing  and  troublesome  cases  our  remedies  are  but 
faw,  and  our  controlling  means  very  limited.  Pr. 
BfattdeU  remarks  in  one  of  his  lectures  on  tins  subject  :— 
**  That  it  is  of  rare  ooeurreace,  and  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  our  knowledge  scarcely  admits  of  a  remedy." 
This  statement  was  made  some  years  since,  but  I  do 
not  know  that  there  has  been  any  improvement  in  this 
branch  of  our  practice.  The  use  of  bandages  and  pres- 
sure, I  believe,  is  more  practiced  now  than  it  was  at  the 
time  the  Doctor's  lectures  were  published,  but  I  have  yet 
Co  learn  the  good  they  are  to  do.  I  believe  in  iuterqal 
haemorrhage  this  kind  of  treatment  does  more  harm  than 
good.  The  following  mode  of  api^ying  pressure  for  the 
purpose  of  stopping  internal  uterine  hsemorrhage.wiw 
saoommended  by  the  late  Professor  Pavies : — "  To  roU  a 
piUaw^nto  £  hard  pad,  then  place  it  on  the  abdomen  of 
the  patient,  and  sit  upon  it"  The  learned  Profi^sior 
has  omitted  to  tell  us  how  many  stone  the  sitter  should 
weigh.  This  is  very  important,  as  all  medical  men.  are 
not  the  same  sbse  and  weight.  He  was  himself  rather 
wdghty. 

The  foUowiog  plan  of  applying  pressure  in  cases  of 
internal  or  external  hsunorrhage  is  recommended  in  a 
recent  volume  of  the  Lancei: — "  The  accoucheur  is  di- 
rected to  take  three  or  four  octavo  volumes,  and  wray 
them  up  together  in  a  towel,  then  lay  them  loogitudinaUy 
over  the  rectus  muscle,  and  pUce  a  half-hundred  weight 
upon  them/'  Shpuld  there  be  any  blood  left  in  the 
uterus  or  pelvis,  when  these  weighty  measures  ar« 
applied,  this  certainly  is  a  good  way  of  pressing  it  out, 
and  not  unlikely  to  extinguish  life  too.  While  all  this 
preparation  is  going  on,  or  as  the  patient  sinks,  no 
doubt  the  flooding  stops.  I  believe  a  bandage  is  a 
gieat  support  to  the  muscles  of  the  abdomen  after 
labour,  and  is  no  doubt  a  great  comfort  to  the  patient* 
and  it  will  also  tend  to  keep  down  the  uterus  within  the 
pelvic  cavity,  but  my  opinion  is  that  it  has  hut  little 
effect  in  restraining  or  stopping  the  discharge.  Fressnre 
by  the  hand  in  order  to  secure  the  contraction  of  the 
uterus  immediately  after  the  delivery,  is  very  useful,  and 
should  be  done. 

The  only  medical  remedies  that  I  know  of  are  tincture 
of  opium  and  the  secale  cornutum ;  and  mild  aperients 
should  be  occasionally  given,  to  keep  the  intestinal 
canal  emptied,  to  prevent  any  irritation  of  the  uterus  from 
that  quarter.  Cold  water  is  also  a  most  valuable 
remedy  in  all  cases  of  uterine  hemorrhage.  If  jntenial 
uterine  hemorrhage  should  occur  at  an  early  period  of 
pregnancy— say  within  the  second  and  third  month— it 
may  be  restrained  by  tincture  of  opium,  the  recumbent 
position,  and  rest  of  the"  mind  as  well  as  of  the  body. 
At  a  later  period,  I  fear,  nothing  but  the  removal  of 
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the  contents  of  the  uterus — no  other  treatment  can  be 
depended  upon — will  stop  it ;  and  this  should  be  done 
early,  before  the  system  becomes  affected  ]by  the  great 
loss  of  blood.  This  operation  is,  like  many  others^ 
often  delayed  too  long.  Nothing  is  to  be  gained  ift 
tbese  cases  by  waiting,  as,  in  all  cases,  we  may  be 
pretty  sure  the  child  is  dead;  and  the  mother  may 
follow,  if  we  are  not  very  prompt  and  active  in  our 
movements.  The  only  means  available,  that  I  am 
aware  of,  for  removing  the  contents  of  the  uterus  at 
this  period  of  gestation  is  a  small  hand  and  the  bluHt 
hook.  In  the  last  month  or  during  parturition,  ergot 
is  the  only  medicine  to  be  relied  on.  This  is  a  powtfH^l 
auxiliary  to  the  uterine  pains ;  but  I  have  noticed  that 
It  does  not  seem  to  act  on  the  uterus  until  the  liquor 
amnii,  or  part  of  it,  is  discharged ,  and  I  do  not  ekpect 
it  would  have  any  inflaence  on  an  uterus  distended  by 
internal  hsemorrfaage.  The  secale  comutum  seems 
only  to  be  capable  of  stimalating  the  action 'of  the 
uterus,  not  exciting  it.  When  the  expulsive  power  of  the 
uterus  has  been  set  in  motion  from  natural  ofltuses 
the  ergot  posesses  the  peculiar  property  of  helping  it. 
The  last  and  most  frightful,  as  well  as  troublesome  to 
the  accoucheur  and  dangerous  to  the  patient,  is  interntd 
uterine  heemorrhage  after  delivery.  The  only  contract- 
ing power  in  this  case  is  cold  water.  This  produces 
contraction  of  the  mouth  of  the  blood  vessels  that  are 
open,  pouring  out  their  contents  into  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus.  The  sudden  application  of  this  simple  but 
most  valuable  remedy,  and  the  shock  to  the  system 
produced  by  it,  is  no  doubt  the  cause  of  heemorrhage 
oeasing ;  but  much  of  the  efficiency  of  this  powerful 
agent  in  these  urgent  cases  is  in  the  mode  of  applying 
it.  It  is  not  enough  to  put  up  a  cold  napkin  in  the 
usual  manner,  wet  with  water  that  has  lain  a  long  time 
in  the  bed-room.  The  water  should  be  procured 
immediately  from  the  pump  or  spring,  and  tho  napkins 
saturated  with  this,  and  spread  over  the  pubes  and  the 
whole  hypogastric  region;  and  removed  and  freMh  ones 
ap])lied  every  two  minutes,  till  we  are  sura  the  hemorr- 
hage is  checked.  The  repeated  shocks  produced  by 
this  rapid  removal  of  the  napkin  produce  the  most 
salutary  effects  in  these  perplexing  cases;  and  while  we 
are  trying  or  looking  for  more  complicated  remedies  the 
patient  may  go  off  in  a  fatal  syncope.  The  following 
cases  which  I  have  lately  met  with — and  it  is  singular 
that  they  all  occurred  within  a  few  days  of  each  other-— 
will,  I  think,  illustrate  and  explain  some  of  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  internal  uterine  hiemorrhage  i-— 

Cas$  1. — On  Saturday  morning,  Septembei*  21st, 
about  four  o'clock,  I  was  called  up  to  Mi-s.  H.,  who 
had  engaged  me  to  attend  her  with  her  first  child.  On 
my  arrival  she  said  she  was  got  better,  and  I  was  not 
wanted.  I  found  that  she  had  been  roused  from  her 
deep  by  a  flooding,  which  greatly  alarmed  her;  but  she 
was  in  no  pain.  She  had  arrived  at  the  full  period  of 
gestation.  I  satisfied  myself  that  the  discharge  had 
stopped,  ordered  her  an  anodyne  draught,  and  left  her, 
with  directions  that  I  was  to  be  sent  for  if  the  flooding 
should  return  before  I  called.    At  twelve  o'clock  I  saw 


her  again.  There  had  been  no  return  of  the  discharge ;. 
but  the  nurse  told  me  her  mistress  was  ''  rather  queer- 
ish,"  aind  she  thought  I  should  soon  be  wanted.  Ahoot 
three  o'dock  p.m.  I  was  seat  for  in  a  hurry,  and  found' 
the  pains  coming  on  regularly,  but  she  seemed  unusually 
foiot  and  weak;  On  examination,  I  found  the  os  uted. 
dilating,  about  the  sixe  of  a  crown  piece,  and  the  bead 
presenting.  With  the  next  pain  I  mptored  the  mem- 
branes.  There  was  not  a  great  deal  of  water  (liquor 
amnii)  discharged.  In  about  two  hours  after  a  very^ 
fine  dead  child  was  born.  From  its  qppeaiance  I 
should  say  it  had  not  been  dead  long,  as  it  was  exsan- 
guineous  and  flabby,  clearly  proving  that  it  had  suffered 
from  the  haemorrhage,  although  the  mother  was  a  strong 
robust  young  woman.  She  was  very  faint  for  sonoe 
time  after  the  delivery.  There  was  not  the  sUgfateat 
haemorrhage  during  the  labour.  The  placenta  waa 
expelled  without  any  assistance  on  my  part,  about  five 
minutes  after  the  child ;  but  before  it  was  a  large* 
tough,  coagulated  mass,  as  big  as  the  child's  head,  the 
produce,  no  doubt,  of  the  insidious  internal  baemorr- 
hage.  The  patient  had  but  little  discharge  afterwards,, 
and  did  well. 

Can  2. — ^The  same  evening,  about  eight  o'clock,  I- 
was  requested  to  call  on  Mrs.  R»,  who  was  in  the  eightii 
month  with  her  first  child.  She  had  been  out  to  tea^ 
and  on  her  return  home  she  felt  herself  sick,  and 
thought  that  the  green  tea  whioh  she  had  drank  did  not 
agree  with  her.  She  retired  to  her  bedroom ;  and  in 
the  act  of  throwing  up  her  tea,  the  waters  broke,  and 
rather  a  largo- quantity  was  discharged,  with  alight  pain 
in  the  back.  For  these, pains  in  the  back  I  had  been 
consulted  some  days  before;  but  I  did  not  prescribe 
for  them.  On  examination,  I  found  no  signs  of 
labour.  The  uterus  was  very  high  up  and  difficult  ta- 
get  at.  The  os  uteri  was  not  at  all  dilated.  She  waa 
frightened  and  restless.  I  gave  her  twenty-five  drops  of 
tincture  of  opium.  About  twelve  o'clock  she  became 
more  tranquil,  and  I  left  her.  At  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning  I  was  called  up.  On  my  arrival  the  child  waa 
bom.  It  was  very  small,  and  quite  blanched.  There 
did  not  appear  to  be  a  drop  of  blood  in  it.  On  dividing 
the  head  not  a  drop  escaped.  I  had  some  difficulty 
with  the  afterbirth.  Before  it  came  away  I  had  to 
remove  from  the  vagina  a  hard  black  mass,  which 
turned  out  to  be  layers  of  coagulated  blood,  which  I 
have  no  doubt  had  been  accumulating  from  the  first 
time  I  was  consulted  about  the  pains  in  the  back. 
This  patient  also  got  about  very  well,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  milk  being  rather  troublesome.  It  is  very 
clear  that  in  both  these  cases  the  internal  hsemorrhage 
was  &tal  to  the  child;  and  from  the  exsanguineous 
appearance  of  the  bodies,  it  must  have  been  from  the 
placenta,  and  not  from  the  vessels  of  the  uterus, 
perhaps  towards  the  insertion  of  the  cord  into  the 
placenta.  Had  1  ruptured  the  .membranes  at  my  fijnst 
visit,  in  the  first  case,  the  child  might,  I  believe,  have 
been  saved,  as  the  elusion  appeared  to  be  recent ;  but 
there  was  then  no  symptom  to  demand  such  treatment  j 
and  it  would,  I  think,  have  been  considered  bad  practice. 
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Cue  3. — Tli0  next  case  is  one  of  a  different  char- 
acter. On  Sanday,  October  4th4  at  five  o'clock  p.m., 
I  was  requested  to  see  Mrs.  B.  immediately,  who  was 
in  labour.  She  had  recently  come  to  reside  in  the 
'tieighbourbood,  and  had  not  engaged  a  medical  man.  I 
followed  her  husband.  On  entering  the  room  I  found 
three  women  standing  by  the  bedside,  looldng  at  a  woman 
on  the  bed  that  appeared  to  ne  to  be  in  the  last  stage  of 
phtiiisis^  as  she  had  a  little  hacking  cough ;  she  was  too 
Weak  to  give  any  account  of  herself.  .The  mother 
informed  me  that  she  was  very  young,  but  she  had  got 
Ibnr  children  and  that  she  was  six  months  gone  with 
the  fifth,  and  in  the  morning,  between  six  and  seven 
o'clock,  a  flooding  had  come  on,  and  had  qpntinued  a 
little  ever  since,  but  it  did  not  alarm  them,  as  theite 
was  no  pain  till  about  two  hours  ago,  when  she  became 
ftnnt,  and  they  had  not  been  able  to  keepiUfe  in  her. 
I  placed  my  hand  over  her  abdomen,  and  found  it 
greatly  distended.  I  then  made  an  examination  per 
▼Bginam ;  there  was  no  blood  in  the  passage ;  the  neck 
of  the  uterus  was  low  down  in  the  pelvis;  the  os  uteri 
slightly  dilated  and  very  thin.  I  ruptured  the  mem-. 
hranes.  This  seemed  to  rouse  the  patient,  and  the 
uterus  immediately  began  to  contract,  and  the  pams 
became  very  rapid,  and  in  half  an  hour  the  child  was 
bom^  but  the  size  of  the  uterus  was  not  much  lessened ; 
it  had  receded  and  was  as  buoyant  as  a  balloon.  By 
steady  pressure  by  the  hand,  I  got  it  down,  and  by  this 
pressure  the  placenta  was  expelled  without  any  other 
assistance,  and  with  it  an  immense  mass  of  coagulated 
blood,  something  the  shape  of  the  placenta,  and  quite 
as  large.  The  woman,  as  might  be  expected,  was 
frightfully  exhausted,  but  by  the  kind  care  and  attention 
of  those  about  her,  she  is  getting  about  without  much 
medical  treatment.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this 
hsemorrhage  proceeded  fsom  £he  vessels  of  the  uterus 
itself,  and  it  is  the  kind  of  internal  uterine  htemorr- 
hage  that  often  proves  fatal  to  the  mother. 

Bath.  October  21,  1851. 
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CASES 

Heporied  under  the  Terms  proposed  by  the  Association, 

By  CniEUBGUs. 

Case  of  Hydrophobia  treated  by  Chloroform, 

Thkre  is,  perhaps,  scarcely  any  disease  to  which  the 
human  frame  is  subject,  more  deserving  of  and  more 
needing  patient  investigation  and  earnest  inquiry,  than 
hydrophobia;  the  peculiar  nature  of  its  symptoms,  its 
rapid  course,  its  uniformly  fatal  result,  the  inconstancy 
of  the  morbid  appearances  which  attend  it,  are  points 
in  its  history  which  are  calculated  immediately  to  chain 
the  attention  of  all.      Notwithstanding  the    diligent 


investigation  which  able  and  distinguished  men  have  at 
different  times  bestowed  upon  it,  we  are  still  completely 
in  the  dark  as  to  its  true  pathology ;  'almost  all  known 
remedies  have  signally  failed  in  effecting  a  cure,  and 
until  the  advance  of  physiological  science  shall  have 
greatly  extended  our  means  of  pathological  research,  we 
can  only  hope  by  empirically  trying  new  remedies  to 
have  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  one,  if  such  there 
be,  which  may  have  the  power  of  arresting  the  progress 
of  this  dreadful  disease.  Such  being  the  case,  it 
becomes  a  matter  of  great  moment  that  every  un  success - 
fal*  application  of  a  new  remedy  should  be  immediately 
and  faithfully  recorde:!,  that  future  experimenters  may 
itfkt  waste  valuable  time  in  trying  substances,  the 
inefficiency  of  which  has  been  already  fairly  proved.  It 
is  a  feeling  such  as  this  which  induces  me  to  lay  before 
the  profession  the  following  case,  in  which,  I  think,  I 
may  confidently  assert,  that  the  effect  of  chloroform, 
(which  from  its  power  of  relaxing  muscular  spasm, 
carries  with  it  a  primd  facie  prospect  of  success),  has 
been  fairly  put  to  the  test.  I  shall  reserve  what  ob- 
servations I  have  to  make  upon  the  subject  until  I  have 
detailed  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

John  James  Graham,  an  intelligent  healthy  boy,  aged 
three  years  and  three  months,  was  bitten  on  the  29th  of 
January  last  by  a  dog,  supposed  to  be  r:ibid ;  at  the 
time  the  accident  happened,  the  child  was  playing  with 
a  companion  in  the  road,  in  front  of  its  own  home ; 
the  dog  flew  at  them,  bit  them  both  severely,  and 
worried  them.  Upon  examination  of  the  little  patient, 
it  was  ascertained  that  the  apex  of  the  nose  was  nearly 
detached;  that  there  were  three  severe  and  extensive 
wounds  on  the  side  of  the  face,  situated  one  beneath 
the  other,  one  of  which  extended'  completely  through 
the  cheek  into  the  mouth ;  that  there  was  a  deep  wound 
beneath  the  right  ear,  laying  bare  and  lacerating  the 
masseter  muscle ;  that  the  tragus  of  the  same  ear  was 
also  injured,  and  ther#was  a  deep  punctured  wound  of 
the  back  of  the  right  hand,  besides  some  other  abrasions 
of  less  moment.  The  extent  of  the  injuries  on  the  side 
of  the  head  was  such,  that  it  was  deemed  impracticable 
to  resort  to  excision,  or  the  application  of  any  cauter- 
izing substance,  as  by  so  doing,  the  greater  part  of  the 
side  of  the  face  must  have  been  removed ;  long  con- 
continued  ablation,  kept  up  for  two  or  three  hours,  was 
therefore  alone  depended  on ;  the  lips  of  the  wounds 
were  brought  together  with  strapping,  and  ordinary 
dressings  applied,  about  five  hours  after  the  injuries 
had  been  inflicted ;  the  same  treatment  was  also  adopted 
for  the  wound  on  the  hand.  The  sores  progressed  well 
and  rapidly,  and  the  patient  was  discharged  on  the  11th 
of  February,  with  all  of  them  nearly  healed.  On  the 
afternoon  of  Friday,  Feb.  20th,  the  twenty-second  day 
after  the  receipt  of  the  injury,  his  mother  first  remarked 
that  he  did  not  appear  in  as  good  health  as  usual,  his 
appetite  was  diminished,  he  became  exceedingly  restless, 
and  was  frequently  observed  to  draw  a  deep  sobbing 
braath ;  he  spoke  repeatedly  of  the  dog  which  had  bitten 
him,  apparently  with  great  perturbation;  he  slept 
badly  that  night,  and  the  next  morning  became  more 
iklgetty,  feverish,  and  anxious-looking.      His  bowels 
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being  rather  confined,  and  bis  tongae  farred,  his  mother 
gave  him  some  infusion  of  senna,  which  she  had  some 
difficalty  in  getting 'him  to  swallow.  During  a  great  part 
of  the  day  he  suffered  from  vomiting,  recurring  hourly. 
Saturday  night  his  rest  was  even  more  disturbed  than  it 
lud  been  the  night  previously,  and  on  Sunday  he 
gradually  grew  worse  and  worse.  His  mother  gave  falm 
a  purgative  powder  which  she  had  obtained  from  a 
4^emist,  after  this  his  bowels  were  freely  opened,  and 
they  subsequently  continued  regular.  Towards  the 
evening  the  restlessness  increased,  he  became  very 
eicitable  and  nervous,  and  remained  awake,  in  the 
flame  condition,  during  the  whole  night.  The  symptoms 
now  began  to  be  more  pronounced,  the  slightest  move- 
nent  antloyed  him,  and  produced  a  sort  of  convulsion; 
be  frequently  started,  as  though  frightened,  and  dung 
to  those  around  him,  hiding  his  head  with  manifest 
alarm.  On  Monday  morning  he  was  attacked  with  a 
more  severe  convulsion  than  he  had  had  previously,  and 
bis  mother  reports  that  he  attempted  to  bite  those 
around  him';  this  first  led  her  to  fear  the  real  nature  of 
the  malady,  and  Mr.  Page  was  sent  for.  He  found 
that  the  child  had  the  greatest  difficul{y  in  swaUowlng 
Unids ;  ho  could  only  be  prevailed  upon  to  attempt  to 
take  any  by  means  of  a  teaspoon,  which  he  guided  to 
bis  mouth  with  his  own  hands,  and  each  effort  ait 
deglutition  was  attended  with  a  spasmodic  gasping, 
and  a  sort  of  convulsive  condition.  At  Mr.  Page's 
lecommendation,  he  was  immediately  brought  to  the 
Infirmary,  into  which  he  was  admitted  at  about 
12  o'clock,  A.M.,  Monday,  February  23rd.  Soon  after 
bis  arrival,  he  was  offered  some  warm  milk  and  water, 
bis  mother  remarking  that  he  always  swallowed  cold 
fluids  with  greater  difficulty.  After  many  ineffectual 
attempts,  (during  which  he  took  up  the  spoon,  but  before 
be  oould  convey  it  to  his  mouth,  turned  away  with  a 
convulsive  shudder,  and  a  peculiarly  desponding  ex- 
pression,) he  succeeded  in  swallg^ing  a  small  quantity, 
without  much  apparent  difficulty ;  after  the  first  two 
or  three  mouthfuls,  however,  each  attempt  produced  a 
convulsive  gasp,  and  was  made  in  a  hurried  alarmed 
manner.  He  was  at  this  period,  as  he  had  been  through- 
out  his  illness,  perfectly  sensible  and  conscious,  his 
tongue  clean  and  moist,  his  skin  moderately  perspiring; 
be  complained  of  no  pain  in  any  part  of  his  body,  and 
the  cicatrices  of  the  sores,  which  had  all  completely  healed, 
were  !  :>oking  healthy,  and  presented  no  unusual  appear- 
ance ;  his  eyes,  at  times,  had  a  somewhat  wandering 
aspect,  his  pupils  were  much  dilated;  he  frequently 
started,  as  though  frightened;  his  manner  was  extra- 
ordinarily anxious  and  excitable,  he  seemed  totally 
unable  to  keep  himself  quiet,  and  there  was  a  peculiariy 
burned  character  about  all  his  actions,  which  it  is 
impossible  to  describe.  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon, 
the  symptoms  slightly  diminished,  hewais  able  occasion- 
ally to  take  a  few  teaspoonfuls  of  broth  and  tea,  and  he 
also  contrived  to  eat  an  egg,  but  towards  nine,  p.m., 
fhey  recurred  to  as  great,  and  greater  an  extent  than 
previously,  and  Mr.  Page  determined  to  try  the  effect  of 
^loroform,  it  WM  therefore  immediately  administered, 
and  its  action  kept  up  for  an  hour ;    on .  allowing  its 


influence  to  subside,  the  symptoms  ntomed,  and  it 
was  evident  the  progress  of  the  diseas0%BS  unchecked, 
he  was  even  more  restless  than  formerly,  and  althoug;b 
at  his  own  request  some  tea  was  offered  him,  he  was 
totally  unable  to  swallow  it,  or  even  to  bring  the  spooo 
to  his  mouth,  the  effort  to  do  so  throwing  him  into  a 
convulsion,  his  eyes  almost  starting  from  his  head,  and 
the  spoon  grasped  firmly  by  both  hands,  being  held 
out  at  arm's  length  before  him!  At  eleven  o'clock,  the 
administration  of  the  chloroform  was  resunied,  and 
continued,  with  but  little  intermission,  for  eight  hours. 
Whilst  under  its  influence  he  remained  perfectly  quie^ 
breathing  moderately,  with  his  pulse  full  and  regulsr, 
though  rapid,  120  and  upwards ;  on  allowing  its  effeols 
to  pass  off,  however,  even  in  a  slight  degree,  violent 
spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles  of  the  throat  enwied, 
and  laboured  respiration,  apparently  from  the  aceumu]»> 
tion  of  tenacious  mucus  in  the  air  passages.  At  aevso, 
▲.If.,  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  administration  of  ^be 
anaesthetic  was  suspended;  the  child  soon  recovered 
oonsciousness,  but  was  unable  to  articulate;  each  act  of 
inspiration  was  attended  with  a  convulsive  spasm  of  tke 
muscles  of  the  throat,  including  the  stemo*ma8toideiy 
and  an  extensively  diffused  mucous  rattle ;  his  counts- 
nance,  from  having  been  quiet  nnd  motionless,  soost 
became  anxious  and  troubled,  he  struggled  and  gasped 
for  breath,  his  limbs  were  disturbed  by  convulsive  stsrt% 
the  teeth  ground  against  each  other  at  each  inspixatioii, 
through  spasm  of  the  muscles  of  masticatioii,  a 
quantity  of  tenacious  mucus  accumulated  about  the 
mouth  and  air  passages,  occasioning  great  uneasineaif 
and  increased  difficulty  of  respuration,  and  he  died  at 
length,  thirty-five  minutes  after  the  chloroform  had 
been  laid  aside. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  proper  examination  of  the 

body  could  not  be  obtained ;    it  was  with  the  greateit 

reluctance  that  permission  was  even  granted  to  examine 

I  the  brain,  whk^h  was  found  altogether  in  a  normal  con- 

I  dition,  and  presenting  no  evidence  of  inflammation, 

I  either  local  or  general. 

I      It  does  not  consist  with  my  present  purpose  to  enter 
into  any  lengthened  consideration  of  the  many  interesting 
points  which  this  subject  embraces,  but  I  cannot  refirain 
from  making  some  remarks,  which  the  circnmstanoes  of 
'  the  above  case  suggest.     I  need  scarcely  observe,  that 
!  it  affords  a  manifest  proof  of  the  absurdity  of  the 
j  opinion,  which  has  been  maintained,  even  by  sensible 
,  men,  that  no  such  disease  as  hydrophobia  exists ;  that 
j  the  many  cases  which  have  been,  at  different  time^ 
reported,  were  purely  cases  of  a  highly-excited  imagi- 
nation, acting  upon  nervous  and  irritable  subjects.     No 
one  surely  will  be  bold  enough  to  attribute  the  symp- 
toms, in  the  present  instance,  to  such  a  cause ;  i^Mot 
from  all  other  arguments,  the  age  of  the  child  musty  I 
think,  convey  to  the  unprejudiced  mind,  e  conviction  of 
the  reality  of  the  affection.     I  am  induced,  however, 
to  allude  to  this  erroneous  notioui  on  account  of  &e 
injurious  influence  which  it  exerts,   especially  when 
emanating  from  professional  men,  upon  society  at  lai^gei 
and  its  t^dency  to  lull  into  dangerous  security  those 
who  have  been  bitten  by  a  rabid  animal^  and  are  thus 
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open  to  the  danger  of  becoming  tbe  Tictims  of  tixis 
tenrible  disorder. 

Another  interesting  qnestion  which  arises  is,  as  to 
tiie  propriety  of  performing  excision  when  the  extent 
of  surface  implicated  is  very  great,  and  the  tissues 
and  parts  affected  important.  When  we  consider 
ttkat  but  a  comparatiTely  small  number  of  the  per* 
•one  bitten  by  a  mad  dog  are  ever  afiected  with  this 
^Bsease,  it  becomes  a  delicate  question  to  determine 
wliether,  when  the  original  wounds  are  themselves 
•xtensive  and  severe,  we  are  justified  in  subjecting  a 
patient  to  what  must  be  then  looked  upon  as  a  very 
Boious  operation^  to  ward  off  a  calamity  which  may 
never  occur.  However,  on  the  other  hand,  we  must 
baar  in  nmid,  that  over  the  disease  itself  we  have  no 
•oiitrol,  should  it  supervene ;  the  patient  will  inevitably 
die.  And  we  should  also  remember,  that  the  only 
efficacious  means  of  prevention  we  possess,  are  excision 
and  free  cauterizafion. 

As  to  the  abstract  propriety  of  resorting  to  excision 
In  the  treatment  of  wounds  inflicted  by  a  rabid  animal, 
but  Utile  difference  of  opinion  exists,  I  imagine,  amongst 
the  members  of  the  medical  profession;  still  cases 
aMut>  and  no  doubt  often  do  occur,  in  which  it  becomes 
exceedingly  difficult,  and  even  dangerous,  to  carry  this 
IHriBciple  into  practice.  A  humane  surgeon  will  natu- 
fally,  and  very  properly,  shrink  from  carrying  the 
mntilation  of  a  fellow-creature's  person  beyond  what 
tiie  stem  rules  of  necessity  imperatively  demand.  For 
my  own  part,  however,  my  horror  of  hydrophobia  is 
anoli  that  I  diouhl  feel  inclined  to  stretch  surgical 
Interference  to  its  ftirthest  limit;  and  I  would  especially 
mort  to  excision,  if  by  any  means  practicable,  in  oases 
where  the  bites  had  been  received  on  exposed  suriaces, 
«a  tJbe  hands  and  fkce,  because  there'  would  then  be  no 
probability  that  the  saliva,  which  is  now  pretty  generally 
SMslcnowledged  to  be  the  beat  of  the  poison,  could  have 
been  previously  removed  from  tbe  animal's  teeth  at  the 
time  of  inflicting  the  injury,  which  circumstance  might, 
and  no  doubt  often  doeSf  take  place,  when  persons  are 
bitten  through  their  clothes. 

It  is  worthy  of  observation,  that  the  administration 
of  chloroform,  though  I  believe  it  must  entirely  be 
thrown  aside  as  a  curative  agent,  docs  afford  mamfest 
jvlief  to  the  patient's  sufferings.  There  cannot  any 
longer  be  a  question  but  that  it  fails  to  exerciso  the 
slightest  influence  on  the  progress  of  the.  disease.  Its 
course  remains  as  rapid  and  uniform,  and  its  termination 
as  certain.  Should  all  other  means,  however,  fail,  it 
will  ever  undoubtedly  be  a  matter  of  rejoicing  to  medical 
aien,  that  they  BtUl  hare  it  in  their  power  to  mitigate,  in 
aome  degree,  the  heart-rending  sufferings  which  the 
miserable  victims  of  this  fearful  malady  are  fated  to 
aadare.  It  is  scaroely  necessary  for  me  to  observe>  that 
great  care  is  required  in  the  administration  of  the 
ansesthetic ;  the  action  kept  up  must  be  moderate,  and 
but  just  sufficient  to  maintaui  the  patient  in  a  state  of 
tranquillity.  If  properly  managed,  experience  has  fully 
proved  that  there  is  not  the  slightest  danger  attending 
the  inhalation  of  the  vapour,  it  is  only  requisite  that 
tbe  respiration  and  the  pulse  should  be  carefblly  attended 


to,  and  as  long  as  they  continue  unaffected  no  danger 
need  be  apprehended. 

I  will  only  further  remark,  that  there  is  yet  one 
method  of  treatment  left  untried,  I  allude  to  the 
employment  of  the  wourali  poison,  artificial  respiration 
being  maintained  until  the  effects  of  the  preparation 
have  passed  away.  The  use  of  this  material  was  long 
ago  proposed  by  tbe  gentleman  whose  indomitable 
energy  and  perseverance  has  alone  obtained  it,  Charles 
Waterton,  Esq.,  of  Walton  Hall,  Yorkshire;  he  has 
never  yet,  however,  had  an  opportunity  of  putting  his 
proposal  to  the  test.  His  interesting  experiments  upon 
animals,  which  were  published  in  the  Briiith  and 
Foreign  Medical  Review  of  1839,  are  well  known  to 
the  profession,  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  it  is 
there  mentioned,  that  this  treatment  was  resorted  to, 
with  success,  upon  a  horse  affected  with  tetanus,  a 
disease  in  some  degree  allied  to  the  one  at  present 
under  consideration.  Many,  no  doubt,  would  object 
to  this  plan  of  treatment,  on  account  of  the  risks  which 
must  necessarily  be  incurred,  the  experiment  of  restoring^ 
animation  by  artificial  respiration,  under  such  ciroum-^ 
stances,  never  yet  having  been  tried  upon  the  human 
frame,  but  when  we  have  to  attempt  to  combat  the 
effects  of  so  frightful  a  disease,  which  is  acknowledged 
to  be  incurable,  I  believe  we  are  justified  in  resorting 
to  any  means  which  afford  some'  rational  prospect  of 
success,  even  though  there  be  much  attendant  danger. 
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Reported  under  the  terms  propoeed  by  the  Association^ 

By  Db.  John  Babclay. 


Case  qf  Internal  Strangulation  qf  the  Small  Intestine  ^ 
Recovery, 

John  Palmer,  aged  24,  shoemaker,  residing  in 
Leicester,  married,  bilious  temperament,  and  hi^ly 
hypochondriacal.  Has  suffered  previously  from  dys« 
pepsia  and  diarrhoea.  Admitted  as  of  emergency  Novem- 
ber 13th«  He  states  that  he  was  at  the  theatre  on  the 
10th  instant,  and  was  crushed  while  leaning  with  the 
upper  part  of  the  abdomen  on  the  front  rail  of  the 
gallery  for  about  twenty  minules,  when  he  felt  sick  and 
went  out  and  vomited,  and  has  had  no  stool  since.  On 
the  nth  there  was  pain  about  the  head  of  the  oolon^ 
Simple  purgatives  were  administered ;  and  on  the  12tb 
ten  leeches  were  applied  to  the  chest. 

November  1 2th,  a.m. — Face  anxious ;  much  de- 
pressed; pulse  rapid;  anorexia;  tongue  foul  and 
moist ;  no  stool  for  three  days ;  urine  scanty,  not  high 
coloured;  only  general  uneasiness  in  the  abdomen.—- 
R.  Hydrarg.  Chlor.,  gr.  x.;  Pulv.  Opii.,  gr.  g» 
Statim  injiciatur  enema  terebinth.  App.  abdom.  emp.. 
sinap« 

Half-past  10  p.M.^-Was  sick  after  the  powder,  andi 
several  times  during    the    day.      Injection  returned 
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untittged. — R.  Acid.  Hydrocy.,  m.  ij. ;  Aq.,  o»,  isi, — 
R.    Hydrarg.  CUlor.,  gr.  ij. ;  Pulv.  Opii.,  gr.*  S8. 

14th,  7  A.M. — No  relief. — R.  Hydrarg.  Chlor.,  gr.  ▼. ; 
Aloet.y  gr.  ij.     Thia  was  immediately  rejected. 

11  A.M. — Tongue  brown  and  dry;  much  thirst; 
pulse  120}  Abdomen  full,  not  tense,  and  soft;  a  little 
pain  on  deep  pressure,  about  four  inches  to  the  right  of 
the  umbilicus ;  vomiting  recurring  about  every  half  hour, 
and  has  now  a  stercoraceous  odour.  To  have  a  warm 
bath,  98°,  and  remain  in  it  till  faint,  and  then  a  large 
terebinth  enema,  and  twelve  leeches  to  the  painful  spot. 

10  P.M. — ^The  surgeon  reported  that  there  was  no 
hernia.  The  pain  removed  by  the  leeches.  The  worm 
bath  produced  faintness;  but  the  glyster  returned  with 
no  trace  -of  fiscal  matter.    Urine  sufficient  and  natmil. 

15th,  11  A.M. — A  restless  night;  constant  vomiting 
of  stercoraceous  fluid.  To  have  an  injection  of  as 
much  warm  water  as  can  possibly  be  thrown  up. 

Half-past  10  p.M.—Ncarly  a  gallon  of  warm  water 
has  been  twice  thrown  up  into  the  bowels.  It  was  so 
long  retained  that  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  try  to 
Btimnlate  the  intestines  to  act  by— R.  Ol.  Ciot,  gtt.  i}., 
in  a  pill. 

16th,  11  A.M. — The  croton  oil  was  vomited,  and 
there  has  been  no  stool ;  tongue  brown  and  moist ; 
mtich  restlessness ;  a  little  delirium ;  abdomen  rather 
tympanitic,  but  no  pain  anywhere  on  pressure. — R. 
OL  Tereb.,  dr.  vj. ;  Creasoti,  gtt.  ij.  Fiat  hanst 
statim  sumend.     A  turpentine  stupe  to  the  abdomen. 

10  P.M. — No  relief.  The  draught  was  rejected. 
The  stercoraceous  vomiting  occurs  at  intervals  of  a  few 
minutes.     Pulse  120,  and  feeble.     Urino  natural. 

17tb,  half-past  10  a.m. — Rested  badly,  vomiting 
most  of  the  night;  the  pulse  quick,  and  not  so 
feeble;  not  much  distension,  but  a  little  pain  to  the 
left  of  the  umbilicus.  To  have  an  injection  of  two 
pints  of  warm  olive  oil, ,,  The  practicability  of  an 
operation  having  been  suggested  by  his  friends,  and 
strongly  urged  by  liimself,  it  oecame  the  subject  of 
conversation  with  my  colleagues,  and  a  consultation 
was  held  in  the  afternoon.  This  I  was,  unfortunately, 
unable  to  attend ;  but  it  was  unanimously  decided  not 
to  entertain  the  idea,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  failing 
of  the  pulse  and  state  of  collapse,  which  the  thought 
of  an  operation  and  the  removal  to  another  ward  had 
con^Mned  to  produce.  It  was  also  decided  that  the  use 
of  i .  jacco  was  contraindicated. 

17th,  11  P.M. — Mudl  worse;  pulse  100,  and  feeble; 
vomiting  horribly  offensive ;  and  hiccough  set  in,  which 
was  very  distressing.  Inclined  to  be  drowsy.  Two 
grains  of  opium  to  be  given  if  necessary. 

18th,  10  A.M. — Has  slept  a  little  without  the  opium, 
otherwise  in  statu  quo.  Hiccough  and  vomiting  con- 
tinue ;  urine  natural.  The  pulse  so  much  stronger, 
and  the  abdomen,  though  full,  so  soft  and  free  from 
pain,  that  another  consultation  of  all  the  medical 
officers  was  called  at  half-past  two  p.m. 

Half-past  2  p.m. — At  that  hour  we  found  him 
suffering  dreadfully  from  the  hiccough  and  vomiting, 
the  latter  to  the  amount  of  a  quart  at  a  time,  of  thin 
foecal  matter';  skin  cold;  pulse  100, feeble.    The  abdo- 


men still  soft,  and  no  pain  or  uneasiness  anywhere  on 
pressure.  The  total  want  of  any  guide  to  the  sat  of 
the  strangulation,  the  possibility  of  their  being  a  hernia 
through  the  diaphragm,  and  the  extreme  hazard  of  tlia 
only  operation  which  could  have  been  attempted*  vv., 
to  open  the  abdomen  to  the  extent  of  three  iiicheB» 
about  the  head  of  the  colon,  and  pass  the  whole  of  tlie 
small  intestines  through  the  fingers,  and  the  fiBuling  feeble 
pulse  and  cold  skin,  led  to  the  unanimous  reaolation 
that  no  operation  was  justifiable,  however  much  iii;ged 
by  the  patient  himself.  He  was  considered  to  be  sink- 
ing, and  my  surgical  colleague  and  myself  went  to  bia 
bed-side  to  communicate  the  sad  intelligence  to  him—* 
t)iat  there  was  no  hope  of  his  recovery.  Just  at  that 
moment  the  nune  heard  a  gargle,  threw  down  the 
bed-clothes,  and  found  that  a  small  quantity  of  Uqnid 
fseces  had  passed.  He  was  then  ordered  Tinct.  Opii, 
m.  X.,  every  hour,  on  a  little  sugar,  and  an  enema,  with 
Chloric.  JSther,  dr.  iss.,  immediately. 

11  p.m. — ^Very  quiet.  The  vomiting  continued  till 
six  p.m.,  everything  being  immediately  rejected.  Since 
then  quieter;  skin  hot;  pulse  100,  stronger;  abdonen 
soft.  Two  stools  afier  the  injection,  which  were  cara- 
fttlly  examined,  and  contained  no  membrane  of  any  kiad. 
Omit,  omnia. 

19th,  10  A.M.— Better ;  pulse  96,  stronger ;  hiGcoogh 
still  distressing ;  another  stool,  liquid,  and  containing 
no  membrane,  this  morning.  R.  Add.  Hydroc.,  m.  Q., 
Aq.  OS. ).,  singulis  horis;  and  a  blister  to  be  raised 
over  the  stomach  with  the  acetam  cantharidis. 

4  P.M.— Going  on  well.  The  hioeough  stopped  as 
soon  as  the  blister  rose. .  Omit,  haust. 

20th. — Going  on  well;  tongue  still  dry.  R.  OL 
Ricini,  oz.  ss. ;  Tinct.  Opii,  m.,  v.,  statim.  This  acted 
well.  On  the  23rd  he  had  a  formed  stool,  and  on  the 
30th  he  was  discharged  cured. 

Remarks. — The  desire  to  save  a  fcllow-creatora 
from  what  seemed  inevitable  destruction  by  a  most 
horrible  death,  caused  me  to  entertain  the  idea  of  an 
operation  when  urged  by  the  patient  himself.  The 
result,  so  unexpected — so  happy,  only  teaches  us  how 
unlimited  are  Nature's  own  resources,  and  the  case 
leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that  interference  by  art  can 
hardly  be  justified,  under  any  circumstances,  before 
peritonitis  has  set  in,  where  there  is  a  chance  of  relief, 
as  in  this  instance,  almost  at  the  lost  hour,  when  every 
hope  was  relinquished,  while  after  inflammation  of  the 
peritoneum  has  commenced,  probably  no  one  would 
think  of  suggesting  any  operation. 


^rniiittrial  3KtMtal  k  lurgital  SnttriwL 


WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  31,  1852. 


An  action  at  law  haa  recently  taken  place  at 
Wolverhampton,  which  distinctly  settles  the 
question  as  to  the  supposed  impynitj  with 
which  some  nefarious  traders  palm    off  their 
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.  noatrmns  under  tlie  guise  of  prescriptions  by 
eminent  members  of  Uie  faculty. 

The  action  alluded  to  (Bakee  v.  Lakgman) 
was  laid  for  the  recovery  of  two  shillings  and 
ninepence,  which  was  the  sum  paid  for  a  box  of 
pills,  purporting  to  be  " '  Concentrated  Cod-liyer 
Oil'  Pills,  prepared  under  the  direction  of  Sir  J. 
Murray,"  but  which  were  neither  the  prescription 
of  that  physician,  nor  did  they  contain  a  drop  of 
the  oU  referred  to.  The  plaintiff  being  deceived 
by  this  impudent  forgery  soon  sought  reparation 
for  the  fraud  which  had  been  practised  upon 
him.  Sir  James  Mitbbay  himself  appeared  as 
tt  witness,  and  indignantly  repudiated  any  con- 
nection with  the  nostrum,  the  result  being  that 
the  defendant  had  an  adverse  verdict  returned 
with  costs. 

Sir  Jakes  Mitebat  deserves  the  esteem  of 
the  profession  for  the  manly  way  in  which  he 
has  vindicated  not  only  his  own  reputation,  but, 
jyro  tdnio,  the  character  of  the  profession  at 
large;  and  for  having  the  courage,  while  the 
result  was  still  uncertain,  to  show  that  the  name 
of  a  medical  practitioner  cannot,  with  impunity, 
be  hawked  about  by'ally^Q^gist  or  quack  who 
may  venture  upon  the  forged  authority  of  a  dis- 
tinguished name,  to  play  upon  the  credulity  of  a 
physic-loving  public.  The  decision  is  as  im- 
portant as  it  is  just,  and  will,  we  trust,  stimu- 
late others  whose  names  are  similarly  desecrated 
to  ensure  their  disconnection  from  the  "pills^'* 
"  lozenges,"  and  "wafers,"  which  are  to  be  met 
'with  in  the  columns  of  every  newspaper.  Hitherto 
some  excuse  has  been  found  in  the  unqertainty 
of  the  issue,  for  the  apparent  apathy  with  which 
this  disgraceful  appropriation  of  their  names  has 
been  regarded  by  men'  who  may  justly  feel 
proud  of  their  figh  professional  position ;  but 
the  way  being  now  made  clear,  we  may  reason- 
ably look  for  similar  actions  in  other  quarters, 
a  few  of  which  will  effectually  put  a  stop  to  a 
crying  evil. 


%mm. 


On  the  Natural  History^  Phytioloffical  Actions,  and 
Therapeutical  U$es  qf  Colchicum  Autumndle,  Sfc, 
By  J.  M'Gbigok  Maolaoan,  M.D.,  Edin.  Edin- 
buigb  :  Satherland  and  Knoz.    1852. 

Fbom  the  importance  of  colchicum  in  the  several 
affections  depending  upon  the  gouty  and  rheu- 
matic diathesis^  and  the  very  indefinite  notions 


which  prevail  respecting  its  modus  operandi.  In 
the  former  disease  more  particularly,  not  only 
among  the  public,  but  among  professional  men 
also,  a  truljr  scientific  investigation  like  the 
present  must  be  considered  an  acceptable  addi- 
tion to  pharmacological  literature.  Without 
following  the  author  too  closely  in  the  separate 
steps  of  his  inquiry,  we  may  state  in  general 
terms  that  he  has  endeavoured  to  give  a  correct 
account  of  the  growth  and  mode  of  development 
of  the  colchicum  bulbs,  pointing  out  the  middle 
of  July  as  the  period  at  which  their  medicinal 
qualities  are  most  conspicuous,  and  therefore 
the  most  appropiate  for  its  pharmaceutical 
preparation.  In  his  chemical  researches  he 
shows  that  the  plant  possesses  two  active  prin- 
ciples,— one,  verairia,  as  has  been  stated  by 
Pelletier;  the  other,  a  more  equivocally  crys- 
talline substance,  called  by  Hesse  and  'Geiger 
colchicia.  The  author  has  entered  minutely 
into  the  physiological  action  of  the  drug ;  and 
attention  is  specially  directed  to  its  effects  upon 
the  urinary  secretion.  The  concluding  portion 
of  the  paper  is  devoted  to  the  therapeutical 
actions  of  the  medicine,  as  a  diuretic,  'a  sedative, 
and  a  renal  alterative  in  gout  and  rheumatism. 
In  these  latter  diseases  the  author  attributes  the 
benefit  of  the  drug  to  the  power  it  has  of 
increasing  the  elimination  of  urea  and  uric  acid 
lOrom  the  blood,  the  reality  of  which  power  he 
demonstrates  by  several  analyses  of  urine  pre- 
vious and  subsequent  to  its  exhibition. 

Among  other  diseases  in  which  colchicum  has 
been  used  witli  advantage,  are  some  skin  diseases, 
as  urticaria  and  prurigo ;  affections  of  the  genito- 
urinary system ;  also  in  tetanus  and  cholera. 
A  fact  of  great  value,  if  borne  out  by  experience, 
is  the  power  of  colchicum  in  restoring  the  urinary 
secretion  in  cases  of  suppression,  and  this  is  the 
basis  of  its  exhibition  in  cholera.  From  its 
decided  action  in  dropsy  following  scarlatina 
the  author  throws  out  the  suggestion  that  col- 
chicum might  prove  serviceable  in  the  treatment 
of  morbus  Brightii,  more  especially  in  those 
cases  in  which  coma  is  threatened  from  retention 
of  urea  in  the  blood ;  in  such  the  author  expresses 
his  confident  conviction  that  it  will  prove  of 
eminent  service. 

We  may  mention  that  this  elaborate  paper  ia 
accompanied  by  a  lithograph  plate,  illustrating 
tiie  different  phases  in  the  growth  of  the  plant. 
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SOUTH-WALES  BRANCH  MEETING. 


jAciwrei  on  the  DiawMeB  of  Jt^ancy  and  Childhood, 
By  Chakles  West,  M.D.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physidansy  Physician  to  the  Hospital 
for  Sick  Children,  &c.  Second  Edition,  enlarged. 
London  :  Longmans  and  Co. 

The  rapid  exhaustion  of  the  first  edition  of  Dr. 
West's  valuable  lectures  affords  the  strongest 
proof  that,  although  several  excellent  monographs 
on  the  subject  existed,  a  work  was  still  wanted, 
which  in  point  of  science  should  place  the  dis- 
eases of  infancy  on  a  par  with  those  of  adult 
age.  It  had  long  been  too  much  the  custom,  in 
ibis  country  more  particularly,  to  regard  the 
ailments  of  young  children,  either  as  so  simple 
and  manageable  as  to  require  no  separate  study, 
or,  on  the  other  hand,  from  the  difficulties  con- 
tingent upon  the  age,  so  unintelligible  as  to  offer 
little  recompense  for  that  diligent  investigation 
which  in  other  departments  of  pathology  has 
been  followed  by  such  distinguished  results. 
The  author  of  the  present  treatise  has  done 
more  than  any  other  to  undeceive  the  profession 
in  both  these  respects ;  to  show,  on  the  one  hand, 
that  the  most  extended  acquaintance  with  the 
diseases  of  adult  age  will  not,  in  itself,  sujBEice  for 
Hne  success^  management  of  infantile  maladies, 
and,  on  the  other,  that  by  according  to  these 
latter  the  same  amount  of  scientific  labour,  the 
practitioner  will  be  rewarded  by  an  equivalent  of 
success  which,  on  a  more  superficial  view,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  expect. 

We  have  little  doubt  that  the  majority  of  our 
readers  are  well  acquainted  with  Dr.  West's 
admirable  lectures,  either  as  they  appeared  in 
their  original  form,  or  in  that  of  the  first  edition. 
AiB  a  separate  publication,  we  need,  therefore, 
only  remark,  that  in  the  present  volume  the 
whole  work  has  been  carefully  revised,  and  addi- 
tions, chiefly  cases,  have  been  made,  to  the 
amount  of  fifty  pages.  It  is  now  the  most 
complete  treatise  on  infantile  diseases  in  any 
language,  and  we  would  earnestly  advise  those 
.  who  do  not  possess  it,  to  lose  no  time  in  adding 
it  to  their  library. 


^rnrttMngH  of  iDrnfeiSf. 


SOUTH-WALES    BEANOH. 


M.D.,  T.  A.  Essery,  Esq.,  Swansea  ;  T.  J.  Dyke,  Esq.,. 
J.  Russell,  Esq.,  Mertbyr ;  James  Lewis,  Esq.;  Edwwd 
Evans,  Esq.,  Cardiff;  James  Lewis,  M.D.,  Maeate^; 
H.  L.  Pritchard,  Esq.,  Tir  Caradoc,  Taibach;  W. 
Pritchard,  Esq.,  Bridgend;  W.  G.  Jones,  Esq.,  James 
Frencb,  Esq.,  Neath;  J.  G.  Hall,  Esq.,  W.  Rowland, 
Esq.,  W.  Harris  Long,  Esq.,  and  W.  H.  Midiad, 
Esq.,  Swansea, 

It  was  moved  by  J.  Frbnch,  Esq.,  seconded  by  H- 
PaxTCHAan,  Esq.,  and  resolved, — 

"  That  Dr.  Bird  take  the  chair,  and  preside  over  the 


At  a  preliminary  meeting  of  the  profession,  held  at 
the  house  of  James  French,  Esq.,  Neath,  on  Wed. 
nesday,  March  10th,  1852,  present,— Geo.  G.  Bird, 


The  Chairman  having  brought  before  the  meetiog  liic 
correspondence  which  had  taken  place  on  the  subject, 
and  made  a  statement  as  to  the  objects  and  advantage* 
of  such  an  Association, 

It  was  moved  by  E.  Evans,  Esq.,  seconded  by  H. 
Pritoha&d,  Esq.,  and  resolved,— 
"That  it  bang  in  the  opinion  of  thia  meeting 
desirable  to  form  a  Monmouthshirb  and  SotrpH 
Wales  Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  anh 
Surgical  Association,  a  meeting  be  held  at  Swin- 
sca,  on  WednesdAy,  August  Uie  25th,  to  take  such 
steps  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  attainment  of 
the  object.  That  G.  O.  Bird,  Esq.,  M.D.,  be  tJik 
day  elected  Provisional  President,  and  that  he  be  desired 
to  preside  at  such  meeting,  and  also  to  read  an  address 
on  the  occasion." 

Moved  by  T.  J.  Dykb,  Esq.,  seconded  by  W.  Jones» 
Esq.,  and  resolved, — 

'*  That  a  General  Committee  be  this  day  appointed^ 
consisting  of  the  following  gentlemen,  to  carry  oat  the 
resolutions  of  this  meeting,  and  that  W.  U.  Miohadr 
Esq.,  bo  elected  Honorary  Secretary,  pro.  tern  :— 

"  List  of  Committee.— W,  Rowhind,  Esq.,  W.  H. 
Long,  Esq.,  T.  A.  Essery,  Esq.,  J.  G.  Hall,  Esq., 
Swansea;  J.  L.  White,  Esq.,  Dowlais;  James  French* 
Esq.,  Wm.  Jones,  Esq.,  Neath;  Dr.  Vachell,  B. 
Evans,  Esq.,  Cardiff;  J.  Russell,  Esq.,  T.  J.  Dyke, 
Esq.,  Merthyr;  J.  Brewer,  Esq.,  R.  F.  WoUett,  Esq., 
Newport;  Dr.  Morris,  Thomas  King,  Esq.,  Chepstow; 
E.  Y.  Steele,  Esq.,  F.  C.  Batt,  Esq.,  Abergavenny  ; 
Dr.  Price,  S.  Wilson,  Esq.,  Monmouth;  Nathaniel 
Coates,  Esq.,  Tredegar;  James  Essex,  Esq.,  Ponty- 
pool;  Dr.  H.  Lucas,  Crickhowell;  Dr.  Prest.  Lucas, 
Brecon;  —  Thomas,  Esq.,  Llangattock;  Dr.  Law- 
rence, J.  Rowland,  Esq.^  Carmarthen;  Dr.  Protiiero, 
Llandilo;  Benjamin  Thomas,  Llanelly;  H.  Pritchard, 
Esq.,  Aberafon;  W.  Pritchard,  Esq.,  Bridgend;  Dr. 
Lewis,  Maesteg ;  Dr.  Silvester,  Coirbridge. 

Moved  by  W.  Row;lani>,  Esq.,  seconded  by  W. 
Pritchard,  Esq.,  and  resolved,— 

"That  the  gentlemen  now  present  having  enrolled 
their  names  this  day  as  Members  of  the  Monmouthshire 
and  South AVales  Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association,  they,  together  with  the  Com- 
mittee, be  requested  to  obtain  farther  signatures." 

Moved  by  W.  H.'Lonq,  Esq.,  seconded  by  J. 
Russell,  Esq.,  and  resolved, — 

"  That  the  President  and  Committee  be  requested  to 
make  such  arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  for  holding 
the  first  meeting  of  the  AssedatioB  at  Swansea." 


BIRMINGHAM  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 


175 


MoTed  by  J.  Lewis,  Esq.,  aeconded  byT.  A.  Esbkby, 

*^*«':  "■■  /P  J  Esq.Tand  resolved. — 
"  That  tbe  best  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to 
Sir  Chtt-lfls  Hastings,  of  Worcester,  for  his  kindly- 
easpressed  willingness  to  be  present  (if  in  his  power)  at 
the  first  meeting  of  the  Association,  and  that  a  cordial 
invitation  be  sent  him  in  the  names  of  the  President 
and  Committee." 

Moved  by  W,  Rowland,  Esq.,  seconded  by  J.  Frencb  , 
Esq.,  and  resolved, — 

"  That  each  member  of  the  Branch  be  entitled  to 
invite  (at  his  own  expense^  a  friend  to  Ibe  dinner  of  the 
Aasodation,  giving  notice  thereof  to  the  Committee  a 
fortnight  before  the  day  fixed  (Angost  25th) ;  and  that 
the  Committee  be  authorised  to  invite  persons  of  dis- 
tinction, both  In  and  ont  of  the  profession,  at  their 
discretion. 

Moved  by  J.  F&bnob,  Esq.,  seconded  by  J.  Russbll, 
Esq.,  and  resolved, — 

"  That  it  is  highly  desirable  and  important  to  inoorpo- 
nta  a  Medioo-Ethical  Sodety,  in  connection  with,  and 
•s  pari  of  this  Branch ;  and  ^t  the  gentlemen  present 
do  form  this  Committee,  with  power  to  add  to  their 
number ;  and  that  they  be  requested  to  bring  up  a 
report,  together  with  roles  and  regulations,  for  the  said 
Society,  for  the  consideration  and  approval  of  the  first 
1  meeting  of  this  Branch  Association." 

GEO.  GWYNNE  BIRD,  M.D., 

Chairman. 


(Signed.) 


Dr.  BiBp  having^eft  the  chair,— 

It  was  moved  by  J.  Lb  wis,  Esq.«   seconded  by  11. 
PniTCHA&D,  Esq.,  and  carried  by  acclamation, — 

'*  That  the  beat  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to 
Dr.  Bnu>  for  presiding  on  this  occasion,  and  for  the 
trouble  he  has  taken  in  arranging  tha  preliminaries  of 
this  meeting." 

W.  H.  MICHAEL, 
Honorary  Secretary,  pro,  iem. 


BIRMINGHAM   PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

NOYBMBCK  6,  1851. 
T.  W.  WILLIAMS.  ESa,  IN  THE    CHAIR. 

Nearly  eompUtt  deaMtetum^  by  Afcro«t«,  q/*  one 
T^emporoi  Bone,  with  the  Nentei  eontucted  with  it  ; 
^UmgMng  of  the  Dwra  Maters  a  SlouyMng 
Channel  through  the  eide  qf  the  Brain  into  the 
Lateral  Ventricle;  deetmetian  qf  the  Septum 
Lucidwn.^'Bj  Dr.  Rvssbli.. 

Mrs.  Peyton,  aged  66,  married ;  a  nurse.  August 
10,  1851.  The  history  she  gave  me  is  as  follows : — 
About  seven  or  eight  months  ago  she  was  first  attacked 
with  pain  in  her  right  ear,  and  about  the  same  time  the 
parts  in  front  of  the  ear  swelled  considerably.  She 
attributed  it  to  exposure  to  cold.  About  a  fortnight 
after  the  pain  attacked  her,,  she  struck  her  ear  against  a 
bracket,  and  m  a  day  or  two  **  the  gathering  burst," 
and  a  good  deal  of  discharge  flowed  from  the  ear. 
Neither  the  discharge  nor  the  pain  has  ever  ceased 


since  5  the  discharge  has  never^  intermitted  for  more 
than  a  day  or  two,  and  its  temporary  cessation  always 
greatly  aggravated  the  pain ;  it  was  very  foetid ;  some- 
times half  a  table  spoonfol  of  pure  blood  would  flow 
i^om  the  ear,  or  a  quantity  of  blood  and  water.  About 
a  fortnight  before  I  -saw  her,  a  piece  of  bone  came  away 
*'  like  the  mallet  bone.''  The  pain  has  continued  very 
severe ;  it  commenced  over  the  root  of  zygoma,  in  front 
of  the  ear,  and  radiated  over  the  side  of  the  head,  as  far 
as  the  coronal  suture,  and  across  the  whole  occipital 
region ;  in  the  latter  part  it  has  always  been  especially 
bad ;  she  often  sat  for  hours  pressing  her  head  between 
her  hands.  On  March  30,  (Mid-Lent  Sunday),  whilst 
OB  a  visit  to  her  daughter,  she  first  noticed  some 
paralysis  of  the  right  side  of  the  &oe,  and  this  paralysis^ 
has  since  increased.  She  has  never  had  discharge  from 
her  ear  before;  though  I  learnt  that  she  was  for  a  long 
time  in  the  habit  of  picking  her  ear  with  a  pin,  but  not 
from  any  uneasy  sensation  there  that  I  could  learn. 
Her  family  is  free  from  consumption,  and  there  is  no 
sign  of  syphilis  m  her  history.  At  my  visit  I  found  her 
a  well  made  woman,  one  who  had  been  of  full  habit. 
The  right  side  of  her  iace  was  paralyzed ;  the  muscles 
supplied  by  the  portio  dura  had  nearly  lost  all  power, 
thoagh  she  coald  partially  close  the  right  eye,  and 
quite  shut  it  during  sleep.  The  mouth  was  a  little 
drawn  to  the  left,  but  when  pursed  up  the  left  side  only 
moved.  The  buccinator  also  was  paralyzed,  but  not 
perfectly,  as  food  did  not  collect  in  the  cheek;  the 
cheek,  however,  hung  loosely,  and  flapped  in  her  talkmg. 
Mastication  was  impaired ;  she  could  only  eat  sopped 
food ;  how  far  this  interference  was  due  to  loss  of 
muscular  power  in  the  ptyerygoids  and  other  muscles, 
I  could  not  say,  on  account  of  the  disease  around  the 
maxillary  joint.  The  tongue  was  protruded  in  a  right 
line ;  its  right  half  was  quite  insensible ;  the  left  half 
quite  sensitive.  The  other  parts  supplied  by  the  sen- 
tient branches  of  the  fifth  retained  their  sensibility  un- 
impaired. The  senses  were  perfect,  excepting  that 
hearing  was  destroyed  in  the  right  ear.  The  pupils 
were  natural.  There  was  no  sign  of  paralysis  elsewhere. 
Speech  was  a  good  deal  affected  by  the  facial  paralysis. 
There  was  a  soft  diffused  swelling  in  front  of  the  right 
ear^  over  the  root  of  the  zygoma ;  it  was  not  particularly 
tender,  and  did  not  fluctuate.  The  tragus  .and  the 
auditoVy  cartilage  were  both  exceedingly  thickened  and 
excoriated,  and  there  was  a  constant  sanious  foetid  dis- 
charge from  the  ear. 

At  my  two  first  visits  she  was  in  a  state  of  mania, 
pushing  away  her  friends  with  violence  and  uttering 
loud  complaints.  She  had  these  fit»  for  three  days 
only.  Her  hands  and  arms  were  tremulous  from  hav- 
ing worked  at  g'lding  years  ago.  I  referred  the  mania 
to  constant  intense  pain,  which  had  deprived  her  of 
rest  entirely.  Her  pulse  was  feeble,  her  surface  chilly. 
R.  Morph.  Mur.,  gr.  |  dolor  urgent.— R.  Mist.  Am. 
Camph  c  ^there. 

September  2nd.— Mr.  Bindley,  who  kindly  gave  me 
much  assistance  in  the  case,  succeeded  to  day  in  passing 
a  probe  through  the  cartilage  of  the  meatus  in  front ; 
the  .instrument  passed  freely  under  the  skin  covering 
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tiie  root  of  the  sygoma  in  all  directions;  he  accordingly 
cut  down  upon  the  point  of  the  probe,  and  having  then 
pushed  it  through  the  inclsiou,  found  that  it  wetit  very 
deeply  down,  and  that  he  could  detect  bare  bone.  A 
day  or  two  before  a  small  piece  of  bone  had  been  passed 
At  the  meatus  auditorins. 

October  6th. — She  died  this  evening.  No  relief  of 
consequence  followed  the  incision;  pus  of  a  sanious 
character  flowed  pretty  freely  through  it,  aad  at  timee 
the  described  a  very  large  watery  discharge.  Iler  phy- 
sical powers  became  impaired  by  iconstant  suffering, 
but  she  had  no  return  of  mania,  until  th»  last  fortnight, 
when  she  was  delirious  at  night,  and  her  memory  be- 
came confused.  Her  bodily  powers,  however,  remained 
unaffected ;  she  was  sitting  up  the  day  before  she  died. 
The  pain  continued  with  very  great  severity  and  uninter- 
mitting  constancy;  it  radiated  all. over  her  head.  She 
took  half  a  grain  of  morphine  three  times  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  but  found  only  temporary  relief;  much 
relief,  however,  was  experienced  from  rubbing  over 
the  seat  of  pun  an  ointment  of  extract  of  bella- 
donna and  Ung.  Cene  Flavie  of  each  equal  parts.  The 
facial  paralysis  became  complete ;  the  buccinator  was 
also  quite  paralyzed,  food  collected  in  the  cheek,  and 
saliva  often  dribbled  from  the  comer  of  the  mouth. 
The  conjunctiva  of  the  right  eye  became  cedematous 
and  congested  from  constant  exposure,  but  the  paralysis 
never  showed  any  disposition  to  extend  beyond  its 
former  limits.  She  was  sensible  to  within  a  few  hours 
of  death,  when  she  seems  to  have  become  heavy  and 
stupid,  tending  to  a  state  of  coma.  The  treatment  was 
of  course  only  palliative. 

SecdO'CadaverU  forty  hovn  after  death, — Present, 
Mr.  Brindley,  Mr.  Carter,  and  myself.  Head  alone 
examined.  On  the  right  side  of  the  head  the  integu- 
ments and  the  entire  external  ear  were  quite  unattached 
to  the  bone ;  the  sides  of  the  interspace  were  foul  and 
sloughy,  and  emitted  a  most  foetid  stench;  the  sloughy 
cavity  extended  to  the  base  of  the  skull,  and  as  far  back 
as  the  mastoid  process.  The  entire  squamous  portion 
of  the  temporal  bone  was  destroyed,  except  a  small 
portion  of  the  upper  part,  and  the  destructive  process 
had  encroached  upon  the  mastoid  process,  laying  open 
the  mastoid  cells.  The  petrous  portion  of  the  bone 
was  also  destroyed,  only  a  few  fragments  of  bone,  and 
shell  attached  to  the  basilar  process  of  occipital  bone, 
remaining.  A  wide  irregular  opening  was  thus  formed 
into  the  interior  of  the  skull,  and  a  wide  sloughy  cavity 
ftt  the  base  of  the  skull,  extending  inwards  to  the  parts 
upon  the  vertebral  column.  The  sides  of  this  cavity 
were  covered  with  sloughy  granulations,  and  were 
formed  by  the  remains  of  the  soft  parts  around.  We 
noticed  all  that  remained  of  the  facial  nerve,  passing 
across  the  upper  part  of  this  cavity,  exposed  but 
uninjured;  it  was  the  portion  contained  in  the  aqueduct 
of  Fallopius,  exposed  by  destruction  of  the  bone ;  it 
terminated  at  either  extremity  in  a  mass  of  granulations. 
The  carotid  artery  was  not  affected,  though  its  bony 
sheath  was  gone;  it  was  enveloped  in  a  covering  of 
▼cry  dense  granulations.  The  dura  mater  adhered  to 
the  bone  neaHy  to  the  edge  of  the  krge  opening,  where, 


exposed  by  destruction  of  bone,  its  outer  sur&ce  was 
sloughy.  It  was  perforated  by  an  opening  the  size  of  A 
crown  piece,  the  edges  of  which  were  in  a  state  of 
slough,  and  from  them  sprung  spongy  pale  granula- 
tions. The  dura  mater  seemed  to  have  resisted  the 
extension  of  the  disease.  Its  tissue  was  healthy  and 
glistening  internally  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
sloughly  opening.  The  orifice  of  the  internal  auditory 
meatus  remained,  though  unattached  to  any  bone,  and 
without  a  vestige  of  the  portio  mollis.  The  lateral 
sinus,  where  lying  on  the  mastoid  portion  of  the 
temporal  bone,  was  quite  pli^ged  with  fibrin  of  a  dirty 
colour,  firmly  adherent;  it  did  not  contain  pus.  By 
this  clot  the  closure  of  the  vessel  in  the  lacerated 
foramen  was  complete.  The  dghth  pair  entered  tlie 
lacerated  foramen  as  usual ;  but  on  the  under  anrbee 
there  were  no  vestiges  either  of  the  jugular  vein  or  of 
the  nerves.  The  fifth  pair  was  entire  vrithin  the  skiilly 
but  enclosed  in  much  thickening  of  the  dura  mater, 
which  would,  probably,  have  exerted  considerable  pres- 
sure on  the  nerves.  Beyond  this  tiie  nerves  were  not 
dissected;  under  the  circumstances  it  was  impossible  to 
do  so.  Brain : — From  the  opening  in  the  dura  mater 
a  sloughy,  irregular  passage  led  through  1^  substance 
of  the  brain  into  the  right  lateral  ventrielei  which  was 
half  full  of  sloughy  debris  of  cerebral  tissue,  and  con- 
tained a  small  quantity  of  a  thin  purulent  fluid  at  the 
lowest  point  of  its  posterior  comer.  The  left  ventricki 
was  almost  as  full  of  debris  as  the  right ; 'apparently 
a  communication  between  the  two  eavities  had  been 
effected  by  the  brsaking  down  of  the  septum  laddnm. 
With  the  exception  of  the  neighbourhood  of  the  slonghy 
passage  in  the  right  hembphere,  where  the  substance  of 
the  brain  was  softened,  and  infiltrated  with  foul  pus. 
and  of  the  septum  Incidum,  the  entire  brain  was  healthy. 
The  surface  of  the  right  corpus  striatum  had  become 
implicated,  but  the  destructive  process  had  not  pene- 
trated to  any  depth.  The  arachnoid  and  pia  mater  were 
generally  healthy.  There  was  about  two  drachms  of 
thin  purulent  fluid  at  the  base  of  tho  brain. 


It  is  not  clear,  from  the  history,  whether  the  dia 
originated  in  the  ear,  or  external  to  it ;  the  evidence, 
as  liar  as  it  goes,  is  strongly  in  favour  of  an  origin 
external  to  the  ear.  The  statAent  of  the  patient  was 
distinct,  that  the  pain  and  the  swelling  in  the  front  of 
the  ear  were  nearly  contemporaneous,  and  that  'she 
never  had  -suffered  ftt>m  discbarge  from  the  ear;  at 
the  same  time  all  analogy  would  lead  us  to  refer  the 
starting  point  of  the  mischief  to  the  internal  ear.  The 
pain,  so  much  referred  to  the  ramifications  of  the  fifth 
pair,  and  to  their  inosculations  with  the  cervical  plexus, 
might  Lave  been  occasioned  by  pressure  exerted  by  the 
thickened  tissue  around  the  gasserian  ganglion  and 
neighbouring  portion  of  the  nerve,  but  in  this  respect 
our  dissection  is  imperfect.  The  absence  of  more 
general  symptoms  with  so  much  cerebral  disease^  must 
bo  referred,  in  part,  to  the  great  ganglia  of  the  brain 
remaining  intact,  in  part  to  the  gradual  nature  of  the 
change.  At  our  Pathological  Society  lately  we  had  a 
case  in  which,  with-r«d  ramoWmemeKt  of  a  smaller 
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portion  of  brain  than  was  implicated  here,  the  patient 
died  apoplectic.  So  much  more  does  the  effect  of 
disease  of  the  brain  upon  the  structures  of  the  organ 
depend  upon  the  nature  of  the  process  by  which  the 
change  is  effected,  than  upon  the  extent  of  tissue 
enyeloped. 

The  absence  of  all  apparent  symptoms,  with  de- 
struction of  the  pneumogastric  nenre,  is  a  good  comment 
on  the  like  results  of  Dr.  Reid's  experiments  on  dogs. 

Diieated  Tibia;  Sequestrum.—^  Mr.  Moork. 

This  specimen  was  obtained  from  a  leg  amputated 
by  Professor  Knowles  at  the  Queen's  Hospital.  There 
were  numerous  openings  leading  to  dead  bone  along  the 
whole  anterior  part  of  the  leg.  Tlie  ankle-joint  was 
also  implicated,  rendering  any  operation  for  the  re- 
moTsl  of  the  sequestrum  alOne  desirable.  The  prepa- 
jrmtion  shows  the  sequestrum  contained  in  a  partially 
bony 'shell,  and  apparently  consisting  of  the  whole 
anterior  part  of  the  tibia ;  and  its  smooth  and  polished 
•ppearanoe  where  opposite  the  cloacae  contrasts  strongly 
with  the  rough  deposits  forming  its  shell.  The  disease 
seems  to  have  had  its  origin  in  an  attack  of  erysipelas 
two  years  back. 

Hypertrophy  qfthe  7%tfl.— By  Mr.  Moore. 

This  patient  dated  the  commencement  of  his  disease 
to  a  sprain  received  eight  or  nine  yean  back.  Since 
tliat  time  he  had  never  been  able  to  use  his  kg,  which 
bad  gradually  attained  the  following  condition.  The 
tibia  was  found  much  thickenedPaisd  enlarged,  while  the 
musdes,  probably  from  disuse,  were  atrophied.  There 
was  very  little  motion  of  the  ankle.  There  was  no 
sore  on  the  1(^,  but  the  integument  was  shining,  red- 
dened, and  appeared  stretched.  He  complained  of  but 
Uttk  pain.  The  leg  was  amputated  by  Profeusor 
Parker,  and  the  tibia  after  being  freed  from  the  muscles, 
ftc,f  was  found  to  be  nearly  doable  the  siae  and  weight 
of  the  healthy  state. 

Encysted  Tumour. — By  Mr.  Moore. 

This  cyst  was  removed  from  rather  an  unusual  place  for 
sudi  growths,  viz.,  about  one  inch  and  a  half  external 
to  tbe  anus  on  the  lefAlde.  The  tumour  has  nothing 
remarkable  in  itself;  the  cyst  was  filled  with  a  glairy 
fluid  which,  under  the  microscope,  contained  some  ill- 
formed  bodies,  somewhaf  resembling  pus  globules.  The 
size  of  the  tumour  was  that  of  a  small  orange. 

SteaiomatouM  Tumour  qf  the  Scalp.— By  Mr.  Moore. 

This  tumour  was  removed  from  beneath  the  scalp ;  it 

was  attached  to  the  periosteum,  but  whether  it  had  its 

origin  from  that  structure  may  be  questioned.     It  is 

filled  with  a  cheesy  material  and  was  alone  in  its  growth. 

/ 

Scrqfitloiu  Caries  qf  the  Os  Cflfcw.—By  Mr.  Moore. 

This  specimen  was  obtuned  after  death  from  the 
body  of  the  patient,  who  died  phthisical.  There  were 
several  openings  leading  to  carious  bone  about  the 
posterior  and  outer  surface  of  the  os  calcis.    The  illness^ 


which  proved  fatal,  seemed  to  have  its  origin  from  cold, 
congeatton  of  the  lungs  taking  place  followed  by  rapid 
deposition  of  tubercular  matter,  as  after  death  (which 
happened  in  about  a  month,)  those  organs  were  found 
stuffed  with  such  material.  There  is  no  implication  of 
the  ankle  joint,  the  disease  being  limited  to  the  bony 
structure. 

Chronh:  Inflammation  of  the  Substance  of  the  whole 
qf  the  Lungs,  producing  General  Extreme  Conden- 
sation; Secondary  Disease  of  the  Heart;  Dilatation^ 
ftithout  Hypertrophy ;  Death  from  Cardiac  Symp- 
toms.—By  Dr.  Russell. 

Samuel  OrbeU,  aged  36,  a  carpenter.  He  came 
under  my  care  as  a  patient  of  the  Dispensary  somo 
time  in  last  May;  I,  however,  do  not  remember 
anything  of  his  case,  but  find  it  entered,  by  myself  as 
one  of  cAronic  bronchitis.  He  subsequently  grew 
worse,  and  I  did  not  see  him  for  some  time ;  he  was 
supposed  to  be  dying,  but  revived  wonderfully,  and  in 
consequence,  Mr.  Welch  requested  me  fo  visit  him.  !• 
kept  no  notes  of  his  case.  I  found  that  anasarca  had 
come  on  in  the  lower  extremities,  rather  suddenly, 
about  five  weeks  before  my  attendance  began,  and  had 
increased  rapidly.  I  found  him  in  bed,  unable  to  lie 
down  ftom  a  tickling  cough,  with  only  a  scanty  expecto- 
ration of  mucus.  His  lower  extremities  were  extremely 
anasarcous,  and  also  the  integuments  of  the  abdomen. 
There  was  no  ascites.  I  found  extended  cardiac  dul- 
nesa,  with  feeble  impulse,  and  a  dull  systolic  bellows- 
sound  at  the  apex  of  the  heart,  but  the  results  of  my 
examination  of  the  lungs  I  do  not  remember.  His 
fiice  was  rather  livid.  He  was  not  much  emaciated, 
and  his  appetite  «>ntinued  good.  His  urine  scanty, 
not  albuminous.  He  has  been  a  very  intemperate  man, 
drinking  chiefly  of  ale.  In  his  business  he  has  been 
much  exposed  to  cold  and  wet.  He  has  had  chest- 
symptoms  for  above  two  years,  chiefly  a  cough,  without 
much  expectoration  i  he  does  not  seem  to  have  suffered 
much  from  pain  in  his  chest.  He  never  lay  by  until 
his  last  illness,  when  he  came  to  me ;  nor  had  he  had 
anasarca  or  cedema  before. 

In  the  further  progress  of  his  case  I  tried  diuretics; 
then  elaterium,  alone,  with  opium^  and  with  calomel,  but 
it  did  not  suit  him,  always  producing  violent  vomiting. 
Pulv.  Jalep.  Co.  was  quite  ineffectual.  The  very  watery 
stools,  however,  which  were  obtained,  reduced  the 
dropsical  effusion.  His  cough  continued  very  trouble- 
some  and  he  could  never  lie  down ;  the  constant  blueness 
of  the  face,  which  varied,  but  never  left  him,  prevented 
my  using  opiates.  The  expectoration  increased  a  little. 
His  appetite  kept  up  surprisingly,  untU  within  a  week 
of  his^eath.  At  Umes  during  the  kst  three  weeks  he 
was  violently  maniacal,  and  tried  to  destroy  himself  by 
jumping  out  of  the  window  or  by  hanging. 

Sectio-cadavSris  sixty  hours  after  Jm/A.— The  face 
exceedingly  bloated,  livid,  and  loaded  with  blood,  which 
oozed  from  the  ears  and  nose;  upper  extremities 
also  much  loaded ;  decomposition  far  advanced,  although 
the  weather  was  cold;  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue  very 
oedematous.     C^«/:  Lungs  both  very  adherent,  the 
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left  uaiversally  so;  and  partially  withdrawn  from  the 
heart ;  the  apices  of  both,  of  the  left  in  particular,  were 
closely  united  to  the  chest,  and  capped  by  dense  £ftlie 
membrane.  Both  longs  presented  the  -same  condition, 
their  tissue  crepitated  nowhere,  it  was  everywhere 
extremely  tongh  and  firm,  and  could  scajrcely  be  torn. 
It  was  of  a  dnll  leaden  colour  throughout,  the  interio- 
bnlar  divisions  being  very  distinct,  though  the  coimect- 
ing  division  was  not  tliickened  at  all ;  the  lobules  were 
not  in  the  least  contracted;  the  bronchial  tubes  not 
dilated ;  their  sides  much  hypertrophied ;  the  muscular 
fibres  of  the  primary  and  larger  bronchi  were  remark- 
ably developed;  I  never  saw  them  so  distinctly;  not  a 
particle  qfmucw  was  met  with  in  the  bronchial  tubes  of 
either  lung.  Heart  twice  its  usual  size,  very  flabby; 
its  cavities  much  dilated,  but  its  walls  not  proportion- 
ally hypertrophied ;  the  lining  membrane  deeply  strained 
throughout;  valves  healthy;  the  large  vessels  were 
much  loaded  with  fluid  blood;  the  heart  also  was  very 
full  of  fluid  blood,  but  it  was  emptied  before  the  cavities 
.  were  opened.  Abdominal  organs  cougested,  otherwise 
all  healthy.  The  lungs  scarcely  floated  in  water;  a 
alioe  from  one  of  them  sunk. 

In  the  pe$t^mort0n  appearances  of  this  case  I  attach 
considerable  importance  to  the  cough  never  having  been 
attended  by  much  expectoration,  and  to  the  absence  of 
mucus  from  the  bronchial  tubes  when  laid  open,  in 
relation  to  the  state  of  the  lungs  revealed  by  dissection. 
This  symptom  indicates  that  the  disease  did  not  reside 
in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  and 
the  poat-mortem  showed  evidence  of  some  consolidating 
process  involving  the  whole  proper  tissue  of  both  lungs; 
whilst  the  pleuritic  adhesions  evidenced  the  pre-existence 
of  inflammation,  which  the  consolidated  state  of  the 
lung  confirms.  I  suspect  the  dis&se  to  have  kin  in 
the  pulmonary  tissue,  and  not  in  the  tubes.  In  this 
respect  it  differed  from  chronic  bronchitis;  it  differs 
also  from  cirrhosis  of  the  lungs  in  not  implicating  the 
fibrous  element.  I  believe  the  disease  to  have  consisted 
in  a  process  of  low  inflammation,  perhaps  of  the  character 
of  pneumonia  notha.  Its  affecting  the  entire  of  both 
lungs  is  remarkable,  and  independently  of  the  history, 
proves  the  process  to  have  been  slow,  and  not  to  have 
resulted  from  any  acute  attack,  unless,  originally, 
from  bronchitis.  The  hypertrophy  of  tiie  tubes, 
and  the  development  of  their  muscular  fibres  are 
^     remarkable. 

I  have  notes  of  a  case  in  all  respects  similar  to  this, 
in  which  the  moving  cause  would  appear  to  have  been 
the  presence  of  flour  in  the  air.  In  this  latter  case 
some  emphysema  was  superadded,  and  probably  from 
that  circumstance,  the  lungs  floated  fully.  The  cardiac 
symptoms  were  less  prominent,  obviously  becadbe  the 
dilatation  was  accompanied  by  hypertrophy ;  hence  the 
pulmonary  symptoms  had  time  to  produce  their  full 
effect  on  the  system,  and  death  took  pl&ce  precisely  as 
from  phthisis.  In  Orbell's  case,  on  the  contrary,  the 
patient  died  of  the  secondary  cardiac  disease.  In 
two  other  cases  the  pulmonary  tissue  was  in  the  same 
state,  but  combined  with  large  vomicae  and  miliary 
tubercles. 


Larynx qf  a  Girl  who  dUdJrom  Choking, — By  Mr.  Hux. 

A  large  bolus  of  masticated  food,  tightly  wedged 
down,  filled  the  pharynx  and  the  opening  of  the  loryiu^ 
being  driven  down  into  the  latter  so  as  to  protrade 
through  the  rin»,  the  epiglottis  was  pressed  forward 
against  the  base  of  the  tongue,  leaving  the  glottis  open. 


ANATOMY     AND    PHYSIOLOGY. 

On  the  Physiological  Origin  qfthe  Blood  Globule^ 

Dr.  Bennett  sums  up  a  valuable  paper  on  the  fiincCioii 
of  the  spleen  and  lymphatic  glands,  with  the  following 
conclosions  respeotiag  the  genesis  of  the  blood  globnle;— 

1 .  The  blood  globules  of  the  vertebrate  animab  we 
originally  formed  in  the  lymphatic  glandular  i 
and  the  majority^  on  joining  the  etreulatioB, 
cokNued  in  a  manner  hitherto  unexplained.  Hcnes 
the  blood  may  be  oonsideved  as  a  secredon  from  tiM 
lymphatic  gUnds. 

2.  In  mammalia  the  lymphatic  system  is  oompoMd 
of  the  spleen,  thymus,  thyroid,  supra-renal,  pituitary, 
pineal,  and  lymphatic  glands. 

3.  In  fishes,  reptiles,  and  birds,  the  coloured  cor- 
puscles are  nucleated  cells,  originating  in  these  glands* 
but  in  mammalia  they  are  free  nuclei,  sometimes  derived 
as  such  from  the  glands,  at  others  developed  within 
colourless  cells. 

4.  In  certain  hypertftphies  of  the  lymphatic  glands 
these  cell  elements  are  multiplied  to  an  unusual  extent, 
and  finding  their  way  into  the  blood,  constitute  a  dis- 
eased condition — ^leucocythemia. 

5.  The  solution  of  blood-corpuscles,  conjoined  to 
effete  matter,  not  converted  into  albumen,  constitnlas 
blood-fibrin. — Monthly,  Journal  qf  Medical  Scienea^ 
March,  1852. 


SURGERY. 
Excision  of  the  Head  qf  the  Femur, — By  Mr.  Stanlbt. 

This  case  occurred  in  the  person  of  a  little  girl,  ton 
years  old,  who  had  been  sufferij%  from  hip-disease  lor 
several  years.  When  admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital  she  was  in  a  very  weak  state,  and  it  was  foimd 
that  suppuration  had  taken  place  around  the  joint, 
several  fistulous  apertures  being  visible  externally.  Mr. 
Stanley  stated,  before  operating,  that  he  felt  himself 
justified,  under  the  present  circumstances,  in  exploring 
the  affected  joint,  and  removing  the  carious  head,  if 
necessary — ^vix.,  if  it  were  found  in  a  state  of  caries  or 
necrosis.  If  no  such  interference  were  found  advisable, 
it  would  still  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  patient  that  the 
matter  should  be  given  free  exit ;  this,  in  fact,  might 
save  the  child's  life.  Mr.  Stanley  further  added,  that 
he  intended  to  secure  the  limb  with  splints  while  the 
patient  was  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  as  thus 
a  great  amount  of  pain  might  be  spared. 

A  circular  incision  was  then  made  over  the  left  hip- 
joint,  the  concavity  looking  inwards;    the  flap  wes 
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raised,  and  after  some  careful  dissection  the  neck  of 
tlie  bone  was  exposed.  It  was  now  discovered  that 
one  of  the  abscesses  extended  fiur  back  under  the 
glutaros  maximns,  and  that  the  poralent  accnmiilation 
liad  taken  its  origin  close  to  the  neck  of  the  femur.  A 
portion  of  the  head  was  now  brought  into  view  jby 
rotating  the  limb  inwards,  and  after  a  close  examination 
of  this  process,  Mr.  Stanley,  supported  by  his  colleagues 
jpiesent,  determined  to  remove  it.  Strong  bone-forceps 
were  applied  to  the  neck,  the  division  of  which  proved 
Tery  easy,  aa  it  was  in  a  very  soft  state.  The  head  was 
easily  enucleated,  and  was  found,  on  a  section  being 
made,  to  be  utterly  disorganized  by  caries.  The  cotyloid 
oavity  did  not  seem  free  from  disease. 

Mr.  Stanley  observed,  that  this  state  of  parts  did  not 
admit  of  reparation ;  the  head  of  the  femur  might  be 
Jooked  upon  as  dead,  for  suppuration  had  broken  down 
.the  cancelli  of  the  bone.  No  veseels  required  tying. 
Hie  limb  was  carefully  secured,  and  afterwards  wrapped 
in  cotton. 

The  child  has  progressed  very  favourably  since. 
The  appetite  returned  a  lew  days  after  the  operation. 
The  wound  assumed  a  healthy  aspect,  and  the  counte- 
Jianoe  improved.  On  the  tenth  day  after  the  excision 
of  the  head  of  the  femur,  the  patient  was  made  to 
astiune  the  prone  position,  and  a  weight  hanging  from, 
the  extremity  of  the  bed  was  fixed  to  the  foot,  so 
as  to  counteract  contraction  of  the  £mb.— Zionetf/, 
Pebmary  14,  1852. 

On  Injuriet  io  the  Spine  m  relation  to  the  Urinary 
Organt, — By  Mr.  Bullock. 

This  was  the  subject  of  a  paper  recently  read  before 
'the  Medical  Society  of  London.  Referring  to  the 
important  changes  which  are  observed  in  the  urinary 
secretion  after  Injuries  to  the  .spine,  Bfr.  Bullock 
observed  that  there  were  two  opinions  as  to  the  state  of 
"  the  urine,— one,  that  it  was  secreted  alkaline  by  the 
Udneys ;  the  oCher,  that  it  acquired  its  alkalinity  in  the 
''bladder.  In  support  of  the  latter  view,  he  said,  that 
owing  to  the  nerves  supplying  the  bladder  being 
paralyzed,  the  urine  was  retained,  and,  although  it 
might  be  drawn  off  frequently  by  catheter,  yet  a  little 
would  always  be  left, which  would  irritate  the  bladder,  and 
cause  it  to  throw  out  more  mucus  than  natural,  which 
setting  up  a  catalytic  action,  induced  the  decomposition 
of  urea  and  the  foriSation  of  carbonate  of  ammonia, 
-which,  by  neutralizing  the  solvent  add,  threw  down  the 
phosphates.  He  had  washed  out  the  bladder  when  the 
urine  was  alkaline,  and  then  allowed  it  to  accumulate, 
when  it  was  drawn  off  again  as  long  as  seven  hours 
afterwards,  and  was  found  to  be  acid.  At  poai'tnoriem 
examinations  the  urine  had  been  squeezed  odt  of  the 
tubules  of  the  kidneys,  and  found  to  be  acid.  He  did 
not  think,  with  Mr.  -Stanley,  that  the  spinal  marrow, 
tlirough  its  connexion  with  the  sympathetic,  had  that 
influence  over  nutrition,  secretion,  and  excretion,  which 
would  be  implied  if  alkalinity  of  the  urine  was  dependent 
upon  the  effect  produced  on  the  kidney  by  the  cutting 
off  the  supply  of  spinal  nerves,  but  rather  that  there 
were,  in  the  sympathetic  system  of  nerves,  organic  or 
gelatinous  fibres,  which  regulate  the  molecular  changes 
which  take  place  in  the  various  processes  of  nutrition, 
secretion,  ficc.    In  other  cases,  where  there  was  no 


injury  to  the  spme,  but  where  the  urine  was  retained  in 
the  bladder  a  length  of  time,  there  was  alkaline  urine — 
in  cases  of  stricture,  for  instance.  It  was  important,  he 
observed,  that  the  bladder  should  be  frequently  washed 
out,  and  all  sources  of  irritation  to  it  avoided;  for 
cases  of  injured  spine  sometimes  proved  fatal,  not  from 
the  injury  to  the  spinal  marrow,  but  from  disease  of  the 
bladder,  which  might  even  extend  up  to.  the  kidneys* 
He  considered  that  the  cause  of  the  retention  of  urine 
was  the  existence  of  elastic  tissue  at  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  without  admitting  which,  it  would  be  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  explain  why  there  should  be  re- 
tention of  urine  and  incontinence  of  fseces,  the  muscular 
fibre  of  the  bladder  and  of  the  sphincter  ani  being  both 
supplied  by  spinal  nerves.  The  torpid  state  of  the 
bowels  would  tend  to  show  that  the  movements  of  the 
intestines  were  dependent  in  some  degree  on  the  spinal 
system,  probably  through  the  connexion  of  the  sympa- 
thetic with  the  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves,  but  yet  that 
they  were  not  entirely  regulated  by  spinal  filaments  ; 
and  also  what  were  under  the  control  of  the  spinal 
system  were  dependent  on  those  filaments  which  termi- 
nate in  the  spinal  cord,  that  they  were  not  voluntary 
but  reflex  actions.  Another  point  was,  that  the  forma- 
tion of  bed-sores  was  not  in  a  great  degree  dependent 
on  the  cutting  off  the  supply  of  spinal  nerves,  but 
more  the  result  of  the  uninterrupted  pressure  conse* 
quent  on  the  loss  of  the  power  of  changing  the 
position  in  the  slightest  degree,  for  that  uninterrupted 
pressure  very  quickly  produced  sloughing  in  a  perfectly 
healthy  subject,  thus  assisting  to  show  that  the  spinal 
marrow  had  very  littie  to  do  with  the  function  of 
nutrition. — Ibid, 

MIDWIFERY. 
On  the  Uterine  sound  or  Bougie,— By  Br,  Higgins. 

The  intention  of  this  paper  is  to  vindicate  this  instru-- 
ment  and  its  talented  inventor,  Dr.  Simpson,  from  the 
extraordinary,  and  we  believe,  unmerited  accusationa 
brought  against  it  in  the  anti-speculum  agitation  now 
going  on  in  the  Medical  Society  of  London.  In  ful- 
filling his  object  the  author  proposes  three  subjects  of 
inquiry: — 1.  What  is  the  uterine  sound  or  bougie? 
2.  In  what  class  of  cases  is  it  used  ?  3.  Is  its  use 
justifiable. 

In  reply  to  the  first  question,  he  shows  that  it  is 
an  instrument  made  of  German  silver  aiid  therefore 
does  not  come  under  the  denomination  of  an  "  iron 
prong,"  as  it  has  been  called. 

To  the  second  question  he  replies  that  there  are  some 
cases  in  which  diagnosis  is  imperfect  without  its  use.  One 
of  them  is  amenorrhoea  dependent  on  imperfect  uterine 
development.     Here  he  observes  that  th?  use  of  the 


instrument,  by  which  the  existence  of  a  short  and  unde- 


I 

veloped  uterus  would  be  ascertained,  is  most  jaluable,  and 
'  would  spare  the  patient  the  useless  and  disappointing  per- 
'  sistence  in  **  forcing"  medicines.  It  will  also  demon- 
strate the  existence  of  occlusion  of  the  cervix,  as  well 
as  the  displaoements  known  as  retroversion  and  retro- 
flexion. It  likewise  forms  an  important  element  in 
distinguishing  between  uterine  polyaj  and  inversion  of 
the  womb.  Again,  in  the  early  stage  of  ovarian  disease^ 
much  assistance  is  to  be  derived  from  its  employment.. 
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The  last  point  to  which  the  aatbor  refers  is  the  use 
of  the  instrament  in  furthering  the  ends  of  justice. 
This  he  illustrates  by  the  case  of  a  woman  who  was, 
charged  with  infanticide.  The  accusation  could  not, 
however,  be  brought  home  to  her,  from  the  absence  of 
all  proofs  of  recent  delivery.  By  means  of  the  sound 
an  unusually  enlarged  uterine  cavity  was  discovered,  and 
this  fact  eventually  led  to  investigations  which  clearly 
established  the  woman's  guilt. 

As  to  the  justifiability  of  the  use  of  the  instrument, 
the  author  points  out  tliat  this  is  demonstrated  by  his 
foregoing  observations;  he  moreover  considers  that 
there  is  no  more  primd  facie  evidence  of  the  danger  of 
introducing  an  instrument  into  the  womb  than  into  the 
bladder ;  on  the  contrary,  that  tho  bladder  is  the  moc^ 
sensitive  viscus  of  the  two,  and  therefore  more  likely 
to  be  injured.  Speaking  of  his  own  experience,  Dr. 
Higgins  states,  that  he  has  used  it  and  seen  it  used  for 
years,  and  has  never  met  with  an  instance  of  mischief 
arising  from  it.— Af«<ftca/  Timea  and  Gazette,  Feb  21. 

Prolonged  Secretion  qf  JftVir.— By  Dr.  Knbeland. 

Dr.  Kneeland  reported  the  following  case  to  the 
Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improvement: — A  ladf, 
aged  35,  had  her  first  and  only  child  five  years  since. 
Her  husband  died  when  this  child  was  three  weeks  old, 
and  she  has  not  been  again  married.  She  nursed  her 
^ild  for  two  years,  during  which  period  the  flow  of 
milk  was  so  profuse  that  if  she  were  absent  two  or 
three  hours  from  the  child,  her  dress  would  be  com- 
pletely wet  J  to  use  her  own  expression,  "the  milk 
would  run  down  into  her  shoes."  Her  child  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years,  of  chronic  hydrocephalus  5  since 
then,  up  to  the  present  time,  a  period  of  three  yean, 
there  has  been  a  constant  secretion  of  milk  in  her 
breasts,  and  so  free  as  often  to  wet  her  dress  quite 
through.  During  the  last  week  she  Vas  able  to  express, 
by  gentle  pressure,  a  perfect  stream  of  milk.  She  has 
been,  and  still  is,  regular  in  her  menstrual  periods,  and 
also  enjoys  perfect  health. 

Dr.  Channing  alluded  to  two  cases,  in  one  of  which 
milk  continued  to  be  secreted  for  eight  years,  in  the 
second  four  years.  He  did  not  seem  conversant  with 
the  nervous  symptoms  induced  by  prolonged  lactation, 
which  are  so  familiar  to  practitioners  in  this  country. — 
American  Journal  of  Medical  Science*,  January,  1852. 


TOXICOLOGY. 

Poimming  with  Oil  of  Tamy;  Death  in  Three  Houre 
andai/ffif.— By  JoHK  Dalton,  M.D.,  Boston,  U.S, 
The  subject  was  a  girl,  aged  21.  One  morning  on 
entering  her  room  a  strong  odour  of  tansy  was  per- 
ceived, which  led  to  the  suspicion  that  she  was  pregnant. 
Next  day  she  dined  heartily  at  five  p.m.,  and  went  up 
stairs  soon  after  nine.  The  girl's  manner  was  natural 
and  checrfiiL  At  eleven  a  loud  scream  was  heard,  and 
on  entering  the  patient's  room  she  was  found  insensible, 
and  strongly  convulsed.  Sh6  was  seen  immediately  by 
the  narrator  of  tho  case.  The  girl  was  then  lying  on 
her  back  by  the  side  of  the  bed,  and  presented  the 
following  appearanc^is : — Total  unconsciousness ;  cheeks 
flushed,  of  a' bright  red  colour;  eyes  open,  and  very 
brilliant;'  pupils  of  equal  size,  widely  dilated,  and 


immoveable;  sclerotics  injected;  skin  warm,  not  remark- 
able as  to  moisture;  respiration  hurried,  laboured, 
stertorous,  and  obstructed  by  an  abundance  of  frothy 
mucus,  which  filled  the  air-passages,  and  was  blown 
from  between  the  lips  in  expiration ;  the  breath  had  a 
strong  odour  of  tansy,  as  had  been  already  observed  by 
Dr.  Morrill;  pulse  quite  full,  forcible,  128 ;  at  intervala 
of  five  to  ten  minutes  the  body  was  convulsed  by  strong 
spasms,  in  which  tho  head  was  thrown  back,  the  respi- 
ration suspended,  the  arms  raised  and  kept  rigidly 
extended,  and  the  fingers  contracted.  After  this  state 
of  rigidity  had  continued  for  about  half  a  minute,  it  was 
usually  succeeded  by  a  tremulous  motion,  often  sufficient 
to  shake  the  room,  together  with  very  faint  and  imper- 
fect attempts  at  inspiration.  The  whole  interval,  fh>itt 
the  commencement  of  the  convulsion  to  the  first  foil 
inspiration,  varied  from  a  minute  to  a  minute  and  a 
half.  Occasionally  the  tongue  was  wounded  by  the 
teeth,  and  the  saliva  slightly  tinged  with  blood.  Imme- 
diately after  a  convulsion  the  countenance  was  yerj 
pallid  and  livid,  from  the  suspension  of  respiration,  and 
the  pulse  exceedingly  reduced  in  strength  and  frequency. 
The  pulse  and  colour  then  gradoatly  returned  mitil  the 
occurrence  of  the  next  spasm.  It  was  very  common, 
a  few  seconds  after  thie  termination  of  a  convulsion,  te 
thejiead  to  be  drawn  slowly  backward,  and  the  eyelids, 
at  the  same  time,  stretched  wide  open.  In  the  intervals 
of  the  convulsions  the  limbs  were  mostly  relaxed,  bat 
the  jaws  remained  clenched.  She  was  bled,  and  had 
an  emetic,  without  relief,  and  died  at  a  quarter-past 
two  A.M. 

The  autopsy  showed  nothing  abnormal  in  the  brain, 
nor  in  the  chest;  {he  latter  cavity  exhaled  a  strong 
odour  of  tansy.  The  stomach  contained  twelve  ounces 
of  semifluid,  yellowish  substance,  consisting  of  half- 
digested  food,  mixed  with  quantities  of  oil  globules, 
smelling  strongly  of  tansy.  There  was  no  great  vas- 
cularity, or  other  morbid  appearance.  The  uterus  con- 
tained a  foetus  of  four  months. 

It  was  subsequently  ascertained  that  the  girl  had 
taken  an  ounce  and  two  drachms  of  the  oil,  which  she 
had  obtained  under  a  false  pretence.  Dr.  Dalton  con- 
siders that  the  poison  was  taken  immediately  before  the 
scream  was  heard,  which  would  give  three  hours  and  a 
half  till  the  time  of  death. — American  Journal  qf 
Medical  Sciences ,  January,  1852. 

[It  does  not  appear  that  oil  of  tansy  is  much  known 
as  a  poison,  since  Mr.  Taylor  makes  no  mention  of  it 
in- his  compendious  work  on  **  Poisons."  In  America 
it  would  seem  to  be  occasionally  used,  as  in  the  present 
case,  to  produce  abortion.] 

Poisoning  with  Corroawe  8u6Hmate,'^Bj  Dr. 
Thompson,  Perth. 

Dr.  Thompson  relates  the  case  of  a  man,  'aged  5<^ 
of  intemperate  habits,  who  was  admitted  into  the  Pertk 
Infirmary  at  nine  a.m.  of  July  (Hh,  complainii^  oC 
severe  epigastric  pain,  increased  by  pressure;  intenss 
thirst,  and  difficult  deglutition.  He  appeared  to  be 
suffering  from  intense  salivation.  The  interior  of  tiia 
mouth  was  sloughy,  and  the  tongue  was  much  swelled. 
He  stated  that  ho  had  taken  arsenic,  but  it  was  subse- 
quently discovered  that  he  had  swallowed  two  draciims 
of  corrosive  sublimate  the  previous  day.  The  poiseo 
was  taken  in  substance.     He  stated  that  the  first  symp- 
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toms  were  pain  in  the  month  and  throat,  with  swelling  of 
the  fauces;  constant  burning  sensation  in  the  stomach; 
▼omiting,  and  bloody  diarrhoea.  The  treatment  was, 
the  administration  of  white  of  eggs  in  milk,  and  leeches 
to  the  epigaslrium.    His  death  was  sudden. 

SectiO'Cadaveris. — Mouth,  fauces,  and  pharynx  in- 
flamed, with  grey  sloughy  patches ;  mucous  membrane 
of  the  mouth  and  fauces  yascnlar;  stomach  bright  red, 
chiefly  at  the  cardiac  extremity,  as  were  also  the  duo- 
denum and  ilium,  and  more  particularly  the  sigmoid 
flexure  of  the  colon ;  lungs  congested,  and  filled  with 
frothy  mucus.     Other  organs  healthy. 

Dr.  Thompson  observes,  that  we  have  here  a  good 
example  of  the  effects  of  corrosive  sublimate  in  large 
doses,  and  that  the  unfortunate  result  was  only  to  be 
expected  where  a  great  delay  had  arisen  in  the  appli- 
cation of  the  proper  treatment. — BdinBurgh  Monthly 
Journal f  December  1st. 
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7l9  the  Editor  of  the  Pnmncitd  Medical  and  Svrpioal 
Jourrud, 

"Mena  umain 


Sir, — Dr.  Burgess^in  some  clever  observations  "  On 
the  Policy  and  Physiology  of  Insanity,"  communicated 
to  the  Lancet f  begins  his  letter  in  the  Saturday  number 
for  February  2 1st  with  these  words : — "  Mental  physi- 
elegy  is  a  new  science."  To  this  I  must  demur :  it  is 
a  science  which  has  much  occupied  the  attention  of 
old  writers.  Nor  do  I  discover  much  light  thrown 
upon  it  by  the  reflections  of  the  modems ;  indeed  their 
irolumes,  like  the  Arabians,  seem  to  be  but  copies  of 
foregone  opinions.  It  is  true  anatomy  has  made  great 
progress,  and  physiology  has  kept  closer  company  with 
ber  than  formerly.  Functions  appear  to  have  been 
certainly  traced  to  particular  nervous  centres,  but  this, 
as  yet,  imparts  no  knowledge  of  insanity.  No  one  in 
dissecting  a  brain  can  diagnosticate  that  the  subject  was 
mad,  and  therefore  we  are  yet  left  to  the  conclusions 
that  our  own  experience  in  the  different  forms  of  this 
disease  has  taught  us.  Then,  what  opposite  modes  of 
medical  treatment  have  been  proposed  ?— what  different 
plans  of  moral  management  have  been  developed?— 
and  yet  the  success  upon  the  average  has  been  the 
aaine.  Few  chronic  cases,  compared  with  recent  ones, 
Tecover,  showing  that  when  taken  in  time  there  is  a 
tendency  to  recovery.  Wherever  there  faarbeen  delay, 
BO  as  to  establi^  lesion  of  fnnctioii — ^whatever  organ 
or  part  of  the  brain  may  have  been  affected — wherever 
may  be  the  seat  of  mind,  the  morbid  impressions  of 
ideas  and  actions  jremain  unbroken*  Many  organic 
Atmummna  begT  the  ssme  character.  My  business  is, 
however,  more  with  the  management  of  the  insane. 

Much  has  been  written  v^n  the  subject  of  restraint, 
and  contrary  opinions  have  been  offered.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  lees  yon  can  require  it  the  better,  but  sound 
practice  is  not  to  be  sednoed  by  a  mawkish  philanthropy. 
"Wliatever  may  be  the  merit  of  a  more  modem  claim, 
tke  adoption  of  milder  measures,  and  of  less  restraint. 


was  instituted  at  the  Friend's  Retreat,  near  York,  and 
probably  has  led  to  the  endeavour  of  a  greater  extension 
(ff  such  a  mode  of  treatment.  I  have  elsewhere  ex- 
pressed an  opinion,  that  in  chronic  cases  less  restraint 
may  be  required,  the  duration  of  the  paroxysm  becomes 
known,  and  the  amount  of  injury  likely  to  be  inflicted 
more  subject  to  calculation,  but  in  both  chronic  and 
recent  cases  I  am  certain  it  is  a  mode  of  treatment 
highly  necessary,  highly  important,  and  that  a  most ' 
valuable  auxiliary,  both  to  the  safety  and  comfort  o^ 
the  patient,  is  lost  by  its  neglect.  I  have  now  two 
patients  who  request  at  times  the  investiture  of  the  Vv 
restraint  dress;  it  has  often  proved  a  moral  remedy. 
There  are  many  patients  who  will  behave  extremely  ill 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  annoyance  and  vexation, 
who  know  perfectly  well  what  they  are  about;  yet  tear 
their  clothes,  break  windows,  and  commit  dirty  actions,  ' 
secure  in  their  condition  as  lunatics.  The  restraint 
imposed  awakens  a  sense  of  shame;  without  any  con- 
fession of  fault,  they  frequently  become  more  orderly, 
and  more  submissive  to  proper  control.  In  cases 
where  safety  is  involved,  it  becomes  a  solace  both  to  the^ 
mind  of  the  patient  and  of  the  attendant. 

Books»  music,  and  exercise,  are  recreations  that 
shbuld  always  form  part  of  the  management  of  the 
class  of  private  patients  I  allude  to.  Good  food  and 
good  manners  are  important  adjuncts.  Conversation 
with  one  another  is  a  difficult  point  in  a  small  asylum, 
more  so  than  in  a  large  one ;  the  observations  of  one 
may  poison  the  minds  of  many,  but  with  an  intelligent 
attendant  sitting  in  the  room,  (and  I  speak  more  par- 
ticularly of  a  female  community,)  such  permission  may 
be  serviceable.  I  cannot  think  the  dancing  exercises, 
lately  introduced,  will  contribute  much  to  the  cure.  I' 
should  imagine  the  ball  would  lead  to  too  much  excite- 
ment, and  promote  extravagance  of  many  feelings ;  I 
have  not,  however,  had  much  experience  in  the  matter, 
and  in  a  small  asylum  it  can  hardly  be  effected.  I 
confess  I  am  in  the  habit  of  allowing  visits  to  horticul- 
tural fetes,  to  morning  concerts,  and  occasionally  to 
some  sight-seeing  at  a  distance,  I  may,  therefore,  be 
presumed  not  to  be  any  enemy  to  amusements  properly 
conducted.  On  the  whole  I  prefer  tranqnillity,  and 
the  comforts  and  employments  of  home,  for  those  who 
are  placed  under  my  care.  My  maxims  have  ever 
been  to  produce  a  cure  where  I  possibly  can,  and  as 
soon  as  I  can;  where  I  cannot,  to  sooth,  to  tranquillize, 
and  to  make  the  subject  feel  as  happy  as  the  nature  of 
the,  malady  will  permit. 

Medicine  I  believe  to  have  very  little  effect  upon 
unsoundness  of  mind,  as  such.  In  some  of  the  acute 
forms  of  mania  antiphlogistic  remedies  may  be  required ; 
but  it  appears  now  to  be  generally  admitted  that 
depletory  measures  should  be  cautiously  used.  If 
other  diseases  affect  a  lunatic,  such  diseases  must  be 
subjected  to  the  proper  laws  of  treatment ;  but  I  know 
of  no  physic  to  minister  solely  to  a  mind  diseased. 

There  are  many  practitioners  who  consider  themselves 
equal  to  the  treatment  of  insanity,  especially  in  its 
violent  form ;  but  I  can  assure  those  unaccustomed  to 
this  department  of  practice  that  they  will  be  often 
mistaken,  and  will  produce  much  harm  where  they 
intended  to  effect  great  good. 

I  have  run  through  the  drele  of  management,  not 
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supposing  I  had  anything  new  t6  communicate  5  on  the 
contrary,  I  believe  every  well  regulated  asylum  has  its' 
plan  based  npon  the  same  foundation.  My  reasons  for 
80  doing  were  to  afford  some  argument  that  the  inquisi- 
torial supervision  now  established  by  law  was  not 
wanted.  I  wiU  say  nothing  of  the  power  it  creates ; 
but  it  is  opposed  to  medical  experience,  and  Imposes 
the  supposition  of  trust-nnworthiness.  As  to  medical 
experience,  it  is  distinctly  true  that  lunatic  patients 
ought  not  to  be  subject  to  frequent  interviews ;  and, 
again,  am  I  to  lay  my  knowledge  at  the  feet  of  extra- 
investigators,  and  to  crave  information  where  I  cannot 
want  it.  If  so,  why  not  extend  it  to'every  department 
of  the  profession,  and  let  no  case  be  conducted  without 
an  overseer  ? 

In  regard  to  the  suspicion,  I  must  share  In  com- 
mon the  feelings  of  my  associates  in  the  practice  of 
this  branch  of  disease  that  affects  humanity ;  but  I 
repel  with  indignation  the  reasons  that  have  been  stated 
for  the  establishment  of  this  system.  Something  may 
go  wrong  somewhere,  and  no  commission  has  ever  yet 
put  everything  to  rights;  but  it  is  hard  that  well- 
regulated  houses  should  be  included  in  the  same  cate- 
gory. I  know  that  in  many  instances  the  relatives  and 
friends  of  patients  feel  this.  They  do  not  admire  the 
frequent  exposure.  We  aU  know  with  what  jealousy 
insanity  is  considered;  and  though  we  are  only  beginning 
to  open  our  eyes  to  the  feet,  that  though  insanity,  like 
many  diseases,  is  hereditary,  yet,  like  other  diseases,  it 
frequently  arises  from  accidental  causes;  is  cured,  and 
never  rctuma.  The  care  of  lunatics,  especially  of  a 
private  class,  is  of  a  sacred  trust,  and  should  be  kept  so. 

The  regulations  of  the  Commission  impose  a  great 
deal  of  unnecessary  trouble,  especially  the  rules  for  the 
management  of  the  case-book,  which  would  seem  to  be 
best  fitted  for  the  recruiting  office.  I  will  be  bound 
to  say  its  statistics  for  the  next  ten  years  will  not 
furnish  facts  from  which  any  principle  of  sound  know- 
ledge or  of  bettw  treatment  will  be  deduced.  If  we 
are  to  be  governed  by  the  novelties  of  the  day, — ^if  the 
dicta  of  Commissioners  are  to  be  our  polar  guide,  may  we 
not  have  homoeopathy  and  mesmerism  to  direct  our  steps? 

The  more  I  reflect  upon  the  wonderful  combination 
of  mind  and  matter,?-the  more  I  reflect  upon  their 
mutual  action,  the  more  I  am  astonished  at  the  effects 
of  this  mysterious  disease ;  also  the  more  certain  I 
am  the  greater  the  quietude  and  the  less  of  interference 
are  the  more  rational  modes  of  treating  it.  Let  pro- 
perty be  well  considered^et  all  arrangements  respect- 
i  ig  the  domicile,  the  comforts  and  the  proper  care  of 
the  lunatic,  be  closely  investigated ;  but  do  not  let  the 
patients  be  subjected  to  multiplied  interrogations,  nor 
the  managers  of  their  condition — anxious  to  peiform  their, 
very  responsible  duties— suspected  of  other  motives, 
and  placed  in  a  oertainly  somewhat  degraded  condition, 
(for  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  inspectors  into  your 
own  modes  of  medical  treatment  is  assuredly  somewhat 
degrading)  be  allowed,  nor  overlooked  by  searching 
eyes,  whose  salary  must  depend  upon  their  power  of 
fault  flndmg. 

I  read  these  remarks  to  an  intimate  friend,  who 
approved  them.  As  I  was  on  the  point  of  folding  up 
»7  P«per,  he  said,-^<<  Yet,  neFertbeleflf,  I  should  like 
>to  be  a  Conmiasionof*" 


"Thoa  power  tvpreme,  vboae  mishtf  tehaat^ 
X'en  honm  worn  fUSU 
Here  flm  I  leit,  they  raut  be  beetj 
BecanM  tbej  ere  Tbf  will." 

The  Almighty  power  that  has  allowed  ills  and  dis- 
eases to  appear  among  mankind  has  also  permitted 
humau  means  of'  alleviation.  But  the  best  gifto  of 
Providence  are  often  spoiled  by  our  want  of  common 
sense  in  using  them. 

Yours  obediently, 

E.  B. 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Stayieal 
Journal. 

Sin, — I  hope  you  wHl  permit  this  very  short  letter  to 
appear  in  your  next  number. 

I  have  just  finished  reading  Mr.  Perceval's  letter  to 
you,  and  I  again  aver  that  his  name  was  never  mentioned 
by  me,  nor  intended  to  be  so,  until  he  forced  himself 
upon  my  notice.  Mr.  Perceval's  knowledge  of  insanity 
appears  to  be  very  slight,  and  his  acquaintance  only 
with  cases  of  the  most  melancholy  description.  May 
I  advise  him  to  enlarge  his  map  and  to  extend  his 
survey  before  he  attempts  establishing  new  iostitutioiis 
and  geueralizations  from  a  few  instances.  "There 
is  a  zeal  beyond  knowledge."  The  late  Mr.  Sidney- 
Smith  advised  that  gentlemen  taking  up  what  they  did 
not  understand,  should  be  treated  as  you  would  treat  a 
child,  whom  you  found  playing  with  a  valuable  china 
bowl  ! ! 

Yours  obediently, 

E.  B. 


THE  ROlfAL  COLLEGE  OF  STJRGEONS  AND 
HOMCEOPATHY. 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Stayical 
Journal, 

Sir, — The  Council  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  have 
sent  the  following  reply  to  tiie  memorial  of  the  medicsl 
men  of  this  town  and  neighbourhood,  praying  them 
to  express  some  opinion  on  the  doctrine  and  praetloa 
of  homoeopathy : — 

"  College  of  Surgeons, 

<*  9th  March,  1852. 
"  Si&, — I  am  desired  to  acquaint  you  that  your  com- 
munication, enclosing  copies  of  resolutions  of  a  meedqg 
of  the  medical  profession  of  Hull  and  its  neighbourhood^ 
heU  in  the  Hull  General  Infirmary,  on  the  6th  of 
January  last,  on  the  subject  of  homceopatiiy,  has  been 
laid  before  the  Council  of  this  College,  and  that  the 
Council,  aftff  mature  deliberation,  consider  it  laezpo- 
dient  to  interfere  in  the  matter. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sit, 

*'  Your  obedient  Servant. 

"Edmund  Balfove,  Sec" 

The  Members  of  the  College  will  hence  percetvo  Hiat 
they  must  net  look  to  their  nominal  Lead  for  sympatii^ 
or  assistance  in  the  humiliating  contest  wMeh  diey  aro 
compelled  to  maintain  witii  this  impudent  bntsucoenfbl 
imposture. 

I  remain,  Shr,  your  obedient  Servant, 

HENHT  COOPlBR,  M.D. 
fitan,  March  16,  1852. 


MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 
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THE  NEW  MEDICAL  BILL. 

7>>  ike  Editon  qf  the  Provineial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 

Gkhtlemsk, — I  stated  to  the  Council  of  the  Bath 
and  Brbtol  Branch  of  the  Assodation,  that  I  considered 
tlie  Medical  Reform  Bill,  as  first  bronght  oi^t  by  the 
AASOciation  and  published  in  the  Journal,  was  the 
nemrest  perfection  of  any  that  had  been  bronght  before 
tihe  public  and  the  profession;  and  with  this  I  should 
hsre  been  content,  had  I  not  seen  your  remarks  on 
tlie  sul^ect  in  the  last  Journal,  I  cannot  agree 
with  you  that  because  Sir  6eoi*ge  Grey  has  left  the 
Home  Office,  that  ''we  have  no  hope  of  proceeding 
with  the  measure  during  the  present  Parliament."  If 
we  can  frame  a  bill  to  the  satisfaction  of  ourselves,  I 
do'^not  think  we  have  to  fear  the  opposition  in  either 
House  of  Parliament.  Our  opponents  are  the  interested 
in  our  own  body ;  and  if  the  corporate  bodies  and 
colleges  are  satisfied^  the  bill  ought  to  be  immediately 
brought  before  the  House  of  Commons,  and  should 
tiiey  sit  long  enough,  we  ifiay  have  a  fair  chance  of 
mooess.  There  are  not  two  men  in  the  House  of 
Commons  or  the  country,  who  know  the  wants  of  the 
profession,  and  understand  the  subject  of  Medical 
Reform  better  than  two  Secretaries  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Sir  James  Graham  and  Sir  George 
Gxtj,  who  are  both  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Let  a 
oommnnication  be  opened  with  them  at  once,  and  urge 
one  of  them  to  take  charge  of  the  bill ;  they  will  not 
require  much  prompting.  Mr.  Bell  seems  to  be  going 
on  with  his  Pharmacy  Bill.  This  should  stir  us  up  to 
be  looking  to  ourselves  and  our  own  interest. 
I  am,  Gentl^Men,  yows,  &c., 

GEORGE  KING, 

Bath,  March  22,  1852. 


JfitMral  Strtelligme. 


LEICESTER  MEDICAL  BOOK  SOCIETY. 

The  Ptesident  of  the  Leicester  Medical  Book  Society 
baa  forwarded  to  us  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted  at  a  large  meeting  of  the  Society, 
om  the  Ist  of  March  instant. 
Reeohed  unanimously, 

'*  Tbat  the  Society  views  with  satisfaction  the  declara- 
tiona  of  several  professional  bodies  against  homoeo- 
pMkhy,  and  pledgiA  its  memben  alike  to  repudiate  the 
^^pifgftwinai  doctrines  of  Hahnemann  and  of  Priesznits ; 
smd  to  decline  consulation  with  those  who  profess  such 
dooeptlve  absnidities." 


MEDICAL  BENEVOLENT  FUND. 

The  dinner  in  behalf  of  this  Fund  is  announced  to 
take  place  at  the.  London  Tavern  on  Thursday,  May 
2^ }  and  from  the  first  list  of  stewards  already  pub- 
lifthed,  we  fed  confident  that  it  will  receive  tho-sopport 
of  tiie  entize  proliBSsioo. 


MEDICAL  CANDIDATE  FOR  PARLIAMENT. 

Mr.  Hartley  Kennedy,  the  author  of  the  well-known 
work  on  Cholera,  and  lately  holding  a  high  position  in 
the  medical  service  of  Indim  is  a  candidate  for  tho 
Inverness  Burghs.  The  medical  gentlemen  of  tho 
district,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  cordially  support  him. 


PRINCELY  MUNIFICENCE. 

Edward  Lonlie,  Esq.,  of  Milton  Hall,  Norfolk,  who 
lately  died,  has  bequeathed  to  University  College 
Hospital,  upon  the  demise  of  his  wife,  the  whole  of  his 
property,  which  is  sworn  to  be  worth  ;f25,000. 


BLOOD  STAINS. 


In  concluding  the  evidence  given  a  short  time  since 
at  the  Marylebone  police-court,  before  Mr.  Broughton, 
in  the  case  of  William  Styles,  Dr.  Hassall  made  the 
foUowing  observations,  important  in  a  medico-legal 
point  of  view^  in  reference  to  blood  stains : — "  That, 
whUe  the  determination,  by  means  of  the  microscope^ 
of  the  nature  of  blood-stains,  even  when  very  recent, 
formed  on  doth,  linen,  and  other  soft  and  poroua 
textures,  is  usually  a  matter  of  considerable  difficulty* 
and  is  often  impossible,  the  determination  of  sudi  stains, 
however  old,  as  are  phiced  on  glass,  porcelain,  wood, 
and  other  hard  and  smooth  surfinces,  is  in  general  un- 
attended with  difficulty,  and  extremely  satisfactory. 
This  difference  is  to  be  explained  thus :  in  the  one  case 
the  fibrin,  albumen,  and  serum  of  the  blood  are  in  part 
absorbed,  and  pass  into  the  cavities  of  the  hairs  or 
fibres  of  the  wool  or  linen ;  the  blood  corpusdes  are 
tfius  deprived  of  their  preservative  fluida,  and  shrink  up 
-^become  misshapen  or  disintegrated.;  while,  in  the 
other  case,  the  fibrin  and  albumeit  harden  around  the 
Jblood-discs  in  drying,  and  thus  preserve  them  slightly 
altered  in  form  only."  Dr.  Hassall  stated  that  he  had 
irequently  succeeded.in  identifying  the  blood  of  different 
animalfiy  preserved  on  slips  of  glass,  after  the  lapse  of 
six  years.  The  stains  should  be  examined  in  white  of 
4ggf  and.Dot  in  viier. 


FRAUDS  COMMITTED  BY  CHEMICAL 
FlgLOCESS^S. 

Extensive  firaude  have  IsEtely  been  oommitted  in 
France  by  washing  out,  by  chemical  means,  the  soma 
inscribed  in  checks  and  biUs  of  exchange,  and  filling  up 
the  blanks  with  larger  amounts.  No  remedy  has  yet 
iieen  discovered ;  several,  however,  are  talked  of, 
amongst  them  is  one  by  which  commercial  paper  is 
dovered  with  a  multitude  of  microscopic  spots  or  stara, 
which  cannot  be  removed  without  dianging  the  colour 
of  the  paper ;  another  is,  to  put  some  coloured  matter 
in  the  body  of  the  paper,  of  sudi  a  kind  as  to  disi^ipear 
when  washed.— Xfforary  Qateite* 


APPOINTMENTS. 

[  MiLiTABr.— 2iid  West    India   Regiment;    Actinia 
AjMstant  Surgeon  T.  Lleweltyn  Nash,  H.D.,  to  be 
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Assistant-Sorgeon,  vice  Clarke,  appointed  to  the  staff. 
Hospital  Staff:  Assistant- Surgeon  Patrick  Joseph 
Clarke,  from  the  2Qd  West  India  Regiment,  to  he 
Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  Forces,  yice  Moore,  appointed 
to  the  6th  Dragoon  Guards. 

Naval. — Assistant-Surgeon  John  Bernard  Richards 
(1847),  at  present  serving  in  the  Rodney,  90,  to  he 
Assistant-Surgeon  of  the  Pioneer,  screw-steamer,  in 
the  Arctic  Expedition.  Surgeon  James  John  Louis 
Bonnet  (1845}  to  he  Surgeon-Superintendent  of  the 
William  Jardine  convict-ship.  Assistant- Surgeon  Hart 
Gunlet,  M.D.  (1846),  recently  serving  in  the  South- 
ampton, 50,  on  the  south-east  coast  of  America  station, 
to  the  St.  George,  120,  guard-ship  of  ordinary  at 
Devonport.  Assbtant- Surgeon  Stephen  Bowden  (1845) 
from  the  Britannia,  120,  flag-ship  on  the  Mediterranean 
station,  to  the  Impregnable,  flag-ship  at  Devonport. 
Acting  Assistant-Surgeon  David  Wilson  to  the  Poly- 
phemus steam-sloop,  for  service  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
Friday,  the  r?th  instant : — Charles  Blatherwick,  Titch- 
field,  Hants ;  Charles  Dixon,  Australia ;  Wm.  Edney, 
London;  Richard  GriflBn,  Bnenos  Ayres;  Edward 
Vavasour  Hemingway,  Leeds;  Henry  Lane,  Wedgnock 
Park,  Warwick;  Benjamin  Richardson  Lawrenoei 
Chedder,  Somerset;  Josiah  Ramskill,  Leeds;  John 
Reynolds  Salter,  Exeter. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  membefs  on  Thursday,  March 
11th:  — Edward  Parry  Beverley,  Margate;  David 
Daniel  Davies,  Carmarthen  ;  George  Hymeneoa  Love- 
grove,  Gloucester ;  Arthur  Stretton. 

Gentlemen  admitted  membera  on  Thursday,  March 
18th:— Arthur  Newstead  Holmes,  Pocklington,  York: 
Southmead  Lanwortby,  Modbury,  Devon;  Francis 
Robinson,  Ware,  Herts. 


OBITUARY. 


January  lltb,  at  Calcutta,  Surgeon  Thomas  Murray, 
of  the  Bengal  Medical  Service,  aged  35. 

March  3rd,  in  Dalo  Street, '  Manchester,  Jamte 
Rhodes,  Esq.,  aged  29,  one  of  the  surgeons  to  the 
Manchester  and  Salford  Lying-in  Hospital. 

March  11th,  at  his  residence,  Henry  Street, 
Tlpperary,  suddenly,  aged  47.  William  Reardon,  M.B„ 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng. 

March  16th,  at  Woolwich,  Mr.  Edmond  Waters, 
flurgeon,  aged  76. 

March  18th,  at  Dalston,  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age, 
Edward  Seaton,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  R.N.,  formerly  of 
Rochester. 

March  19th,  Thomas  Gaskell,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.,  of 
Markham  Square,  Chelsea,  aged  61. 

March  22nd,  at  his  residence,  Argyll  Street,  Sir 
Charles  Fergusson  Foibes,  M.D.,  K.C.H.,and  Deputy 
Inspector-General  of  Army  Hospitals,  aged  73. 
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PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

KOTICB     TO     MBVBBB.8. 

The  Twentieth  Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  Assooift- 
tion  will  take  place  this  year  at  Oxford,  on  the  2 let 
and  22nd  of  July.  The  appointment  is  made  ratiiev 
earlier  than  usual,  in  consequence  of  an  intimation  frooi 
the  authoritiea  to  the  effect  that  it  would  be  more  oon^ 
venient  to  the  University  to  have  the  meeting  held 
before  the  end  of  that  monthm 

JAMES  P.  SHEPPARD,  Secretary. 
Worcester,  January,  1852. 


Errata. — In  Mr.  Solomon's  last  lecture,  page  8S, 
col.  1,  ten  lines  from  the  bottom,  for  *'  bodily  dtseeaeBs" 
read  "  diaeeset  of  the  body." — Page  86,  coL  2,  fonrteea 
lines  from  the  bottom,  for  **  stemntories/'  reed 
«*  tiemntorim.** 

In  Dr.  Merei's  last  lecture,  in  directing  the  pre- 
paration of  the  senna-tea,  it  is  stated  that  the  leevea  are 
to  be  acted  upon  by  *<  proof  spirit."  It  ahoold  faeve 
been  <*  mlcohol  or  rwiyiid  qdrii." 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Commnmicataooa  hate  been  received  from  Scmtaftory 
Dr.  Reid,  Dr.  Merei»  An  Admirer  of  Tbnth,  nd 
BIr.  Bryan. 
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Ckatkam  Street  Sehooi  qf  Medicine,  Manchnter, 
By  Dr.  MEREI, 

WttUm  qf  the  Huupurian  Jeadnnf,  late  Frofeeaor  V  the  BUtory  ^fMedieiue 
mi  the  VmnereUf  ff  P«f  A.  CIjiiImI  Jhnfeaamr  qfAe  IHeettea  ^  CMUtm, 
mdWamt»  efike  CkiUrem'e  Bo9pUbI  at  PcifA ;  FeUow  ^  tk*  Imfenal 
•Ktoff  ^fMeiieime  at  Hmm,  He. 

LSCTUBX     IX. 

JBmetie9;  Antaeide  and  RaberanU  for  the  Stomach: 
Soothing  Medidnee:  Tbrn'et;  Aetringentf  Jbr  the 
Mueoue  Membranes;  Nervine  Stimulants, -  Tonics 
for  ike  Spinal  Nervous  System ;   Narcotics* 

Emxticb. 
GsHBAALLT  lolBiits  voDut  ouiUj,  and  frequMkUy 
thaow  vp  a  pait  of  the  uncUgeated  milk.  The  indication 
ibr  an  emetio  i«  also  not  nnfteqnent,  but  in  many 
inataiiOBS  difficult  to  determine,  in  consequence  of 
wurt  of  aabjectiYe  symptoma,  which  ace  only  com- 
mvyaated  hy  words.  Freqoent  eraotatioiiaf  combined 
with  anorena,  or  inegnlar  ^[)petite|  improper  alrine 
dejections,  and  a  pnfifed-np  epigastrium,  with  a  propor* 
tionally  aUght,  or  no  alteration  at  all  of  the  pulse,  are 
the  moat  freqnent  symptoms  of  indigestion,  which 
■erte  as  the  indication  for  an  emetic.  Far  more  obscure 
and  ambiguous  in  its  phenomena  is  the  bilioua  statCt 
where,  sometimes,  neither  eructation,  nor  the  puffed  state 
of  the  epigastrium,  nor  superabundant  bilious  matter 
in  the  eyacuations,  appear ;  and  the  head  being  heary 
and  hot,  ferer  and  moaning  being  present,  it  becomes 
I  Tery  difficult  to  decide  whether  to  direct  our 
I  to  the  aiEBolion  of  the  head  or  of  the  liver.  In 
sinllar  cases  I  hare  frequently. been  able  to  unraTel 
tiie  intricacy  by  a  careful  investigation,  by  touch  and 
peKusaion  of  the  right  hypochondriom,  and  by  inspec- 
tiMLof  the  vriae^  in  wlii<^  IsNar  we  freqvenlly  detect, 
by  ita  darker  colour,  or  by  a  yellow  brown  stain  which 
it  causes  on  the  linen,  the  bilious  state. 

In  this  place  we  will  content  ourselyes  with  these  slight 
lemarks,  which  will  require  a  more  accurate  exposition 
wlien  we  shall  have  to  speak  of  abdominal  affections ; 
It  belongs,  however,  to  our  present  purpose  to  observe 
that  supposing  there  be  a  well-established  indication  for 
evacuation  by  emetic,  very  much  will  depend  upon  the 
mode  in  which  we  carry  it  into  effect.  Many  an  infant 
or  chUd,  when  emaciated,  weak,  and  nervous,  has  been 
aevesely  damaged  by  emetic  medicines.  Amongst  these 
Hie  Antimonii  Potass.  Tart,  is  the  most  dangerous  for 
tliem.  I  have  seen  its  use  followed  by  superpur- 
gation  and  collapse,  and  by  death.  In  tender  infants 
and  duldren,  therefore,  it  will  be  the  safest  plan  to  pro- 
dooe  vomiting  by  a  large  drink  of  warm  water,  after  it 
tickling  the  fiiucea  with  our  finger  or  the  barb  of 
»  feather.  The  next  suitable  mild  emetic  is  the 
iDUowing:— R.  Rad.  Ipecac.,  scr.  j.    To  be  inAised  in 


five  drachms  of  boiling  water  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
strain  half  an  ounce,  and  add  Ozym.  Sdll.,  oz.  as. 
One  teaapoonfnl  every  ten  minutes.  If  we  want  it 
stronger,  we  may  add  to  the  same  one  to  two  drachma 
of  Vin.  Antimon. 

The  strongest  emetic  is  the-  simple  solution  of 
tartar  emetic.  For  a  child  about  two  years  old 
one  grain  to  two  ounces  of  distilled*  water,  of  which,  in 
case  we  wish  to  act  at  the  same  time  upon  the  alvine 
evacuationB,  we  administer  at  first  some  doses  of  one 
teaspoonful  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  then  two 
teaspoonfiils  every  ten  minutes,  until  the  full  effect 
comes  on. 

Hyperemesis  may  be  checked  by  a  half,  one,  or  two 
drops  of  tincture  of  opium,  foUovved  by  a  little  effer- 
vescent mixture;  its  over-purging  effect  by  a  hot 
infusion  of  camomile,  with  an  appropriate  dose  of 
tincture  of  opium. 

Antacids  and  RonoaANTS  for  tub  Stomach. 

Magnesia,  Carbonated  and  calcinated,  are  both 
frequently  prescribed  in  children's  practice  against 
acidity  of  tlie  stomach  and  dyspepsy.  I  find  they 
seldom  improve  the  digestion  of  little  patients,  and  a 
quantity  sufficient  to  absorb  a  common  amount  of  acidity 
in  the  stomach  will  most  likely  derange  this  organ  by  ita 
bulk.  At  any  rate  the  doaes  as  commonly  prescribed 
are  too  largfl^  In  the  first  week  after  birth  I  ro^iid 
this  plan  as  improper ;  and  for  children  from  one  to  two 
months  old,  a  single  dose,  to  be  repeated  three  or  four 
timea  a  day,  ought  not  to  exceed  one  grain  or  a  grain 
and  a  half. 

Bknbari,  in  powder,  I  do  not  like  to  recommend  in 
earliest  infancy.  About  the  third  br  fourth  month  a 
single  dose,  intended  to  act  aa  a  tonic,  ought  not  to 
exceed  a  quarter  of  a  grain.  The  following  digestive 
powder  may  be  recommended : — R.  Magnes.  Calcin., 
gr.  xij.;  Pnlv.  Rad.  RheL,  Pulv.  Semin.  Foenio,, 
utrq.,  gr.  y. ;  Pulv.  Doveri,  gr.  j. ;  Sach.  Alb.,  scr«  j^ 
Fiat.  pulv.  Divid.  in  part.  seq.  viij.  This  for  children 
of  about  four  or  abc  months  old  (Dover's  powder  being 
added  if  there  be  great  irritability  of  the  bowels).  .  I 
prefer,  however,  for  tender  children  the  following 
prescription :—R.  Aqus.  Chamom.,  oz.,  j.;  Aquse« 
Menthae.,  dr.  ij. ;  Sodse.  Bicarb.,  scr.  j.;  Tmct.  Rhei. 
AquossB.,  gtt.,  xij.;  (Tinct.  Opii.,  if  necessary,  gtt.  $.) 
Oqe  teaspoonful  every  three  or  four  hours.  In  all 
similar  cases  I  find  the  addition  of  syrups  improper. 

Frequently  the  indication  in  question  is  fulfilled  the 
best  by  a  suitable  regulation  of  diet  and  the  occasional 
use  of  a  slight  infusion  of  camomile,  mint,  or  fennel 
seeds. 

Soothing  Rivsi^isa,  ToNica,   and  Abtbinobnts 
ron  TBB  Mucous  Mbmbranbb. 

RadisF  Salep — mucilagineoua  and  a  little  astringent^- 
scarcely  used  in  this  country,  is  one  of  the  moat 
generally  employed  remedies  on  the  continent,  partica- 
lady  in  Germany,  Italy,  and  Hungary,  against  the 
muCDUB  diarrhoea  of  children,  in  powder  aa  well  aa  in 
decoction.     A  slight  ebullition  is  enough  to  get  tlie 
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wbole  dusolved.  It  is  the  most  suitable  vehicle  for 
opium,  in  diarrhoea,  and  I  must  recommend  it  to  70a 
Terj  warmly  in  children's  practice. 

Liehm  Ulandieus. — ^Mach  simQar  to  the  former,  with 
the  addition  of  its  bitter  extractive.  It  acts  in  the 
atonic  bronchial  catarrh  jost  as  favonrably  as  salep  in 
that  of  the  intestines.  An  excellent  preparation  is  got 
bj  eraporating  a  strong  decoction  of  it,  and  exsiccating 
it  slowly,  so  fiEur  as  to  be  pnlverised.  This,  in  some 
Continental  pharmacopoeias  is  called  pulvU  gelatina 
Kehm-ulandici,  and  prescribed  in  qoantities  like  gam- 


TVifinmtim.^The  strongest  v^table  astringent,  which 
I  prefer  to  Colombo  or  cascarilla,  because  it  acts  in  very 
small  quantities,  whilst  the  decoctions  of  the  latter  are 
not  less  disagreeable  to  infants  and  children,  and 
besides  that,  too  heavy  in  efficacious  quantities;  but 
cren  tannin  I  seldom  employ  for  tender  suckling  chil- 
dren, and  prefer  to  it — 

Kino. — ^The  powder  of  it,  from  a  quarter  to  one 
grain  three  or  four  times  a  day,  will  prove  effica- 
cious in  atonic  catarrhal  diarrhoea,  if  the  case  be  a 
silnple  and  manageable  one. 

I  will  now  bring  before  you  some  of  my  formulsB  of 
the  above  remedies : — R.  Rad.  Salep.,  gr.  viij. ;  Ebull. 
in  q.  s.  Aq.  usque  ad  solut.  Dein  infunde  Radids 
Ipecac.,  gr.  iij.  Post  hor.  ^.  Colat.,  oz.  j.  Adda 
Tinct.  Opii,  gtt.  j. — ^ij. ;  Syrup.  Papav.,  dr.  j.  For 
infiuits  under  one  year  old,  every  two  or  four  hours, 
one  teaspoonful  against  simple  catarrhal  diavhoea* 

R.  Pulv.  Rad.  Salep.  Subtiliss,  Sach.  Alb.,  utrq., 
scr.  j. — ij.  ;  Pulv.  Doveri,  gr.  j. — ij.  Fiat  pulv.  Divide 
in  part.  seq.  viij.  For  the  same  purpose.  Each  doie 
being  administered  with  a  spoonful  of  warm  water. 

To  this  formula,  in  highly  atonic  eases,  we  may  add 
from  two  to  three  giidns  of  pulverized  kino  or  tannia. 
— -R.  Pulvl  Gelatinse  Lichen.  Island.  Saoch.  Albi.,  ntrq. 
•cr.  j. — ij. ;  Pulv.  Dover.,  gr.  j.— g.  Fiat  pulv.  Dividi 
in  part  eq.,  viij. 

Against  brondiial  catarrh,  to  be  administered  like 
Um  former,  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

Nbavinb  Stimulantb. 

Some  Aromatic  Flowen,  Ilerbt,  and  Seedt  are  pre- 
scribed in  hot  infusion,  and  are  very  useful  against 
those  irritations  of  the  nerves,  in  particular,  those  be- 
longing to  the  splanchni-spinal  sphere,  which,  in  the 
forms  of  spasms,  so  frequently  infest  young  inftints  and 
children.  Each  dose  ought  to  be  prepared  when  needed- 
I  can  recommend  the  flowers  of  camomile,  the  herbs  of 
mint  and  melissa,  and  the  seeds  of  fennel  and  anise,  most 
particnhu-ly  in  abdominal  irritations  and  spasms,  with 
flutuosity.  The  infusions  ought  to  be  given  warm, 
from  one  to  three  spoonfuls  for  a  simple  dose.  Allow 
me  to  draw  your  attention  to  one  drcumstanoe  much' 
deserving  it.  Camomile  flowers  are  a  common  do- 
■astio  medicine  over  the  whole  Continent.  In  Germany 
you  will  scarcely  find  a  family,  where  there  are  young 
ohfldren,  that  does  not  keep  it  in  the  house.  In  England 
we. find  the  contrary.  Why  ?  The  simple  reason  is, 
that  the  soil  and  climate  of  this  oouutry  is  not  favorable 


to  the'  development  of  the  aromatic  principle.  I  bad 
not  long  arrived  in  England,  when  I  observed  that  the 
fhiit  grows  much  larger  than  in  Germany, — for  example^ 
strawberries-^ut  is  much  less  flavoury.  A  diferanoa 
still  greater  you  will  perceive  with  aromatie  herfaa  and 
flowers.  Remember  my  words  when  you  get  into  pfBc- 
tlce,  and  will  have  to  attend  ftunilies  with  children,  do 
not  neglect  then  to  request  a  pharmaceutical  chemisty 
to  procure  from  Hamburgh  the  German  camomilef 
which  you  will  find  highly  useful  in  every-day  instanoea 
in  the  slight  but  exceedingly  frequent  abdominal  de- 
rangements of  infiints.  If  you  compare  the  English 
flowers  of  camomile  with  the  German,  you  will  find  the 
former  of  a  very  handsome  white  appearance,  and  three 
times  laiger  than  the  German,  and  this  latter  uaoon- 
^icuous  and  yellow  brown ;  but  the  difference  of  the 
infusion  will  be  this, — ^the  English  very  bitter  and 
little  aromatic,  and  the  German  little  bitter  and  strongly 
aromatic.  With  regard  to  the  strength  requisite  for  an 
infant  one  or  two  weeks  after  birth,  it  may  be  one 
teaspoonful  of  an  infusion  made  of  one  scruple  of 
flowers  upon  three  ounces  of  hot  water  during  ten 
minutes.  For  a  child  two  years  old,  for  example,  yon 
may  give  mors  at  once  of  an  infusion  of  the  double 
quantity  of  flowers,  infused  during  fifteen  minutes. 
Adding  to  the  dose  of  from  one  to  four  teaspoonsfnl, 
one-eighth  to  one-half  drop  of  the  tincture  of  opium, 
according  to  the  age  of  the  child;  this  will  prove 
active  enough  in  soothing  the  common  dyspeptic  irrita- 
tions and  abdominal  pains  of  infants. 

Ctmphor,  powerfully  stimulant  to  the  vaso-motory 
nerves,  is  the  unique  of  similar  stimulants,  of  wfaidi  I 
made  use  in  the  adynamic  fevers  of  children,  alone  or 
combined  vrith  quinine.  Tlie  single  dose  for  the 
age  of  from  two  to  four  years  seldom  ought  to  exceed 
one-eighth  to  one  quarter  of  a  grain  every  four  or  six 
hours. 

lAquor  ulmmonte. — ^The  strongest  of  this  kind  of 
stimulants,  seldom  admissible,  and  only  in  the  highest 
degrees  of  torpid  adynamia,  from  one  to  two  drops, 
with  a  spoonful  of  an  aromatic  infusion. 

Tonics  foe  tbb  Spikai.-Nsrtous  Ststbm. 

SdlU  of  Q«mtii«. — I  have  seldom  met  with  their 
indication  in  earliest  infiincy,  intermittents  being  rare 
at  this  periodvof  life.  Useful  as  it  is,  as  a  general 
tonic,  in  some  forms  of  adynamic  fevers,  with  great 
prostration  of  muscular  power,  we  seldom  find  oppor- 
tanity  for  its  employment  before  the  third  year. 
Children  take  it  with  great  aversion,  and  their  stoma<^ 
frequently  disagrees  w]^  it.  Very  much  depends, 
therefore,  upon  the  mode  of  its  prescription.  The  fol* 
lowing  formula  I  found  to  answer  the  best : — R.  Aqom 
Menth  Pip.,  dr.  vj.3  Qninin.  Sulph.,  gr.  ij. — it.; 
Acid.  Sulph..  q.  s.  ad  sol.;  Syrup.  Simpl.,  oz.  j.  One 
teaspoonful  every  Lour  during  remitttace  or  mtennit- 
tence,  until  its  full  effect. 

In  the  highly  adynamic  stage  of  typhus,  camphor 
may  be  combined  with  it,  and  in  the  case  of  greet 
nervous  hypererethisy  with  inactivity  of  the  sldn,  we  add 
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opium  to  both.    Quinine  is  decidedly  coonterindicated  i  paia — frequently  employed  by  practitioDera,    seem  to 


by  gastric,  in  particular  by  bilious,  disorders. 

I  have  tried,  and  recommended  quinine  to  be  further 
tried  against  spasmus  laryngeus  and  hooping  cough.  In 
both  cases  essential  conditions  of  its  application  are 
the  pure  nenrous  nature  of  the  affection,  and  the 
vegetative  weakness  of  the  child  ;  and  a  good  state  of  the 
abdominal  organs.  The  good  effect,  if  any,  will  show 
itself  already  between  twenty-four  and  forty-eight  hours 
provided  the  doses  are  administered  actively  enough. 

Nux  Vomica. — ^Tonic  for  the  locomotive  innervation 
of  the  spinal  cord.  The  salts  of  strychnine  are  too 
powerful  to  be  properly  adaptable  for  young  children. 
Above  the  age  of  eight  years,  the  dose  of  the  sulphate 
of  strychnine  may  be  from  l-48th  to  l-24th  of  a  grain 
morning  and  evening.  The  most  convenient  preparation 
18  the  alcoholic  extract  of  nux  vomica,  from  1-lOth  to 
half  a  grain  twice  a  day,  for  children  from  three  to  ten 
years  old. 

According  to  my  experience  this  remedy  is  mischiev- 
ous in  that  kind  of  paralysis  which  is  characterized  by 
permanent  tonic  contracture  of  the  flexors,  and  called 
by  French  authors  "  contracture  ettentieile,"  In  some 
chronic  and  purely  atonic  diarrhoeas  I  found  it  useful ; 
but  it  is  difficult  to  determine  beforehand  which  case 
will  be  favourable  for  it. 

Inm. — ^The  specikl  tonic  for  the  blood.  I  have 
frequently  ascertained  th^  state  of  chlorotic  ansmia, 
even  in  young  children,  by  the  carotid  murmur,  con- 
nected with  paleness  and  languor  of  their  complexions. 
Good  preparations  are  the  saccharo-carbdnate  and 
citrate  of  iron.  For  children  about  two  years  old  from 
one  to  two  grains  for  a  single  dose  of  the  former,  and 
one-eighth  to  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  the  latter. 

I  beg  to  recommend  to  'you  a  preparation  of  iron, 
the  finest  which  I  know,  possessing,  besides  its  chemical 
action  upon  the  blood,  a  strong  nervine  quality.  This 
preparation  is  known  in  Germany  finder  the  name  of 
Hnetwa  nenrino-tOTuea  Beftushefif  while  its  proper 
pharmacological  name  is  apiriius  tulphwieo-tahereus 
mmridtieO'ferraiut.  A  chemist  will  be  able  to  prepare 
it  in  the  following  way : — ^Take  one  part  of  the  liquor 
ferri  sesquichlor.,  and  two  parts  of  sulphuric  ether,  let 
it  be  mixed  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  th6n  let  it  stand 
for  a  while,  and  afterwards  take  away  the  sther  which 
occupies  the  surface  of  the  liquid.  This  is  to  be  mixed 
with  twice  its  weight  of  rectified  spirit  of  wine.  Let  this 
mixture  stand  exposed  to  light  (if  possible  to  the  sun) 
for  several  days,  until  the  liquid  becomes  more  dis- 
coloured. Conserve  it  ^afterwards  in  a  hermetically- 
cioaed  bottle. 

This  preparation  is  to  be  considered  as  a  solution  of 
iron  in  liquor  Hoffmanni,  of  which  it  possesses  the 
nervine  qualities.  Its  true  indication,  therefore,  is 
chlorosis  or  anaemia,  connected  with  nervousness.  The 
doses  for  children  are  from  one  to  two  drops  twice  a 
day.  This  preparation  is  also  an  excellent  nervino- 
toaica  for  delicate  females. 

NAmcoTics. 
Hyoecyamna,-  aconitnm,    belladonna,   aqua   laoro- 
eeraai — as  soothing  remedies    against    irritatioii  and 


me,  after  a  strict  comparative  trial,  to  be  scarcely 
trustworthy. 

Opium  is  the  only  remedy  of  the  kind  powerful  and 
of  utmost  utility  in  children's  practice;  but  we  must 
be  aware  of  its  counter-indications,  and,  if  indicated, 
know  how  to  administer  it.  Essential  counter-indica- 
tions are, — acute  fever,  with  an  active  character  ;  typhus, 
connected  with  nervous  torpor ;  active  and  passive  con- 
gestion of  the  brain ;  saburral,  or  bilious  gastric  dis- 
order. Moreover,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that 
tender  and  exhausted  children  are  easily  narcotised  to  a 
dangerous  degree  by  doses  moderate  in  proportion  to 
their  age. 

It  is  important  to  wait  after  each  dose  of  opium  at 
least  three  or  four  hours  before  the  administration  of 
the  next,  in  order  to  enable  ourselves  to  watch  the 
effects,  and  stop  in  time,  as  soon  as  narcotism  shows 
itself. 

Moderate  narcotism,  if  the  remedy  were  truly  indi- 
cated, will  go  off  without  bad  consequences.  If,  how- 
ever, narcotism  should  increase  more  than  five  hours 
after  the  last  dose,  we  apply  large  cold  foments  to  the 
head,  a  mustard  poultice  to  the  neck,  and  a  purging 
injection.  If  these  means  show  no  advantage  in  about 
an  hour,  we  apply  some  leeches  to  the  temples,  and 
administer  from  one  half  to  two  teaspoonfuls  of  recentiy 
roasted  and  infused  coffee,  to  which,  in  cases  with  much 
abatement  and  exhaustion,  we  may  add  from  a  quarter 
to  one  drop  of  liquor  ammonite ;  this  may  be  repeated, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  case,  once  or  several 
times,,  at  an  interval  of  half  an  hour  or  an  hour. 

To  find  out  the  proper  dose  for  the  case  is  very  diffi- 
cult; not  only  the  age  and  constitution,  but  many 
imperceptible  peculiarities  and  dippositions,  besides  the 
nature  of  the  disease  itself,  make  numerous  modifica- 
tions in  the  effects  of  this  powerful  remedy.  I  have 
prescribed  of  opium,  as  tar  as  possible,  effective  doses 
in  many  thousands  of  cases,  in  particular  of  irritations 
of  the  bronchial  and  intestinal  mucous  membranes,  and 
should  think  the  following  gradation  may  be  regarded 
as  safely  applicable  at  first  in  the  large  amount  of 
ordinary  cases,  and  to  be  afterwards  increased  if  neces- 
sary:^ 

Gnia. 

From  the  1st  to  the  3rd  week,  middle  doses  1- 120th 
"        3rd    "      6th     "  "  1-lOOth 

'«.:     6th     *'      8th     "  "  l-70th 

<«       2nd    «      4th  month         "  ^         1.40th 

After  these  tender  ages  the  doses  must  not  increase 
in  that  proportion,  because  the  development  of  the 
organism  does  no  more  go  on  with  that  rapidity.  Thus 
the  full  dose  for  a  child  two  years  old  may  be  about 
1.20th  of  a  grain,  and  for  a  child  four  years  old  1-lOth 
of  a  grain. 

Puh»  Doveri. — ^That  preparation  of  which  I  make 
general  use  in  children's  practice  contains  in  ten  grains 
one  grain  of  opium.  Of  the  simple  tinctoie  of  opium 
fifteen  drops  are  equivalent  to  one  grain  of  opium  in 
subtftanoe. 

It  must  be  esmestly  remarked  in  this  place  that  f  As 
seHoA  <2f  opium  by  <^«c/iofi,— that  is  to  say,  bj  Hie 
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way  of  intestinal  absorption,  is  much  less  constant  and 
measareable  than  that  by  the  stomach.  I  haye  ascer- 
tained this  by  a  large  number  of  obseryations.  The 
state  of  the  mncons  membrane  of  the  colon  is  subject 
to  'much  more  Tariations  than  that  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach;  and,  besides  that,  much 
will  depend  if,  and  how  long,  the  injection  remains 
within  the  bowels,  or  how  much  of  it  has  been  voided 
after  a  certain  time.  Thos,  in  two  children  of  a  good 
constitution,  both  two  years  old,  the  same  dose  given 
by  injection  may  produce  very  different  results,  accords 
ing  to  the  length  of  time  during  which  the  liquid  is 
retained  within  the  rectum ;  and  for  the  same  reason  in 
the  one  three  drops  of  the  tincture  will  produce 
narcotism,  whilst  in  another  the  double  quantity  will 
remain  without  effect  upon  the  brain.  If  we  can 
suppose  that  tlie  injection  will  be  absorbed,  we  may 
administer  only  the  double  of  what  we  would  give  by 
the  mouth. 

Diffitalii,  frequently  employed  as  an  antiphlogistic,  in 
particular  against  acute  affections  of  the  brain,  I  havte 
been  fully  satisfied  does  not  answer  that  indication. 
As' a  diuretio,  it  must  be  postponed  to  many  other 
remedies  of  the  kind ;  this  action  of  it  being  particu- 
larly inconstant  in  children.  The  unique  real  indiea* 
tion  of  digitaHs  is  the  nerrous  hyperethisy  of  the  heart, 
unconnected  with  inflammation  or  aneurism.  Tlie  best 
mode  of  administering  it  is  by  two  doses  daily,  at  the 
interval  of  twelve  hours.  The  single  doses  may  be  for 
the  third  year  a  quarter  of  a  grain,  for  the  fifHi  one- 
third  of  a  grain,  and  for  the  eighth  year  half  a  grain, 
wUdi  can  be  considerably  augmented.  Commonly,  too 
small  doses  are  prescribed. 


CASE  OF  STRANGULATION  OF  THREE  FEET 
OF  THE  JEJUNUM, 

BT  A  KUrr  IN  THB  MB8BNTBAT,  PRBSBNTIKO  NO 
flTMPTOVB  OF  THB  DI8BASB  FOB  %BVBBAL  HOUB8, 
AND  THBN  TEBMINATING  YBBT  BAPIDLT. 

Bt  CHARLES  BAILEY,  Esa.,  Chippbnhau . 


Hbnbt  Tatlbb,  aged  25,  was  on  the  I3th  of  Mardb, 
1852^  in  perfect  health;  in  the  evening  of  that  day, 
after  partaking  of  a  hearty  supper,  he  was  returning  home 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distance,  when  at  the  half 
way  of  his  return  he  fell  over  some  large  atones  which 
had  been  carelessly  left  on  the  foot-path;  he  got  up, 
did  not  feel  much  hurt,  went  into  an  adjoining  house, 
and  partook  of  seme  warm  beer,  and  smolced  a  pipe  of 
tobaooo;  after  sitting  about  half  an  hour  went  home  to 
b^i  did  not  complain,  but  slept  soundly  till  six  o'clock; 
came  to  his  emplayment  a  little  before  eight.  Feeling 
some  uneasiness  about  the  bowels,  he  was  induced  to 
•oak  their  reUef^  this  was  effected»aQd  urine  was  also 
▼QiM*-  Directly  upon  this  the  pain  became  severe,  and 
be  vomited  several  times ;  the^ejected  contents  had  not 
nndcrgona  digestion,  as  tha  food  of  the  last  meal  of  the 


preceding  day  was  unaltered.  FVequent  rigms,  cramps 
thread-like  pulse,  odd  extremities,  and  leadened  ooun^ 
tenance.  When  I  was  first  apprised  of  his  ilhiem  I 
found  that  thirty  drops  of  the  tincture  of  opium  had' 
been  given  in  a  litde  wann  brandy  and  water,  and  was 
•rejected.  Being  ignorant  of  the  iaU  of  the  prefviooa 
night,  and  conceiving  he  was  labouring  under  spasmodic 
colic,  I  gave  him  a  pill,  consisting  of  two  grains  of 
opium  and  two  of  calomel ;  this  remained,  but  still  there 
was  no  abatement  of  symptoms.  He  then  related  the 
circumstance  of  his  fall,  but  said  he  was  sure  that  would 
not  have  anything  to  do  with  his  present  painful  con- 
dition. I  again  examined  him,  could  find  no  tender- 
ness, but  he  complained  of  a  fulness  and 
Being  put  into  bed,  after  warm  appliances  to  the  i 
and  feet,  with  doses  of  the  compound  spirits  of  sther  and 
small  quantities  of  tincture  of  opium,  a  little  reactioa 
took  place,  yet  no  abatement  of  pain,  therefore,  listening 
to  the  entreaties  t>f  the  poor  fellow  to  do  more  for  him, 
I  reluctantly  took  away  ten  or  twelve  ounces  of  blood» 
and  he  expressed  himself  relieved.  Small  quantities  of 
fluid  now  remained  on  the  stomach.  Another  doee  of 
calomel  only  was  given,  and  shortly  after  one  ounce  of 
castor  oil ;  this  remained^  without  any  more  slftknewti, 
which  led  me  to  hope  the  result  would  have  been 
different,  but  in  about  three  hours  he  breathed  his  laatr 
having  endured  seven  hours  severe  pain. 

The  following  day  my  young  friend.  Dr.  W.  Colbome, 
examined  the  body.  No  external  appearance  of  ii^ury. 
On  opening  the  abdomen,  more  than  a  pint  and  a  half 
of  bloody  serum  was  found;  intestines  much  inflated^ 
on  placing  aside  the  omentum  and  colon,  tiiere  waa 
seen  a  considerable  portion  (three  foet)  of  the  jejunnm 
in  a  State  of  mortification,  with  mudi  discoloration  o£ 
the  connected  parts.  By  cstefiilly  carrying  on  tiie 
examinatiott,  it  was  ^Bscovered  that  the  mortified  part 
of  the  jejunum  was  strangulated,  or  rather  had  been  so, 
in  a  wound  or  rent  of  the  fold  of  the  mesentery,  through 
whidi  the  intestine  had  fallen,  and  its  functions  bean 
destroyed.  No  injury  had  been  inflicted  on  any  otlier 
organs  of  the  abdomen.  Other  parts  of  the  body  not 
examined. 


MANCHESTER  ROTAL  INFIRMARY. 

OAS  E  S 

Reported  under  the  iemu  prupoeed  by  the  AMeocUOum* 

By  Hedicus. 

.PKfi^fftf  Hamatodet  qfUr  Froetmre. 

Gbacb  Faulknbb,  aged  39,  foctory  opemtive, 
Duckinfield,  was  admitted  into  the  Manchester  Royal 
infinnary,  under  Mr.  Wilson,  October  10,  1B50.  ftlm 
states  that  on  the  16th  of  August,  1850,  she  foil  down, 
her  arm  twisted  under  her,  and  fractured  both 
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and  ulnar.  She  applied  to  a  quack  doctor,  who  said  it 
was  ''  oat/'  not  broken,  and  put  on  a  plaster  and 
bandages.  The  first  dressuig  remained  on  a  week, 
during  this  time  it  swelled  conaiderably,  and  was  at  times 
eauaedingly  painfoL  On  the  serenth  day  the  diessfaigs 
were  removed  and  similar  ones  snbstitated,  bat  pat  on 
ttorekiosely..  The  pam  oontinned,  and  when  tiiese 
were  removed,  a  small  tnmoar,  abont  the  size  of  a 
itoarble,  was  perceived ;  to  this  some  embrocation  was 
used,  the  pain,  however,  continned,  and  after  some 
^me,  proper  medical  advice  was  sought.  Thetrne 
atate  of  the  case,  as  far  as  the  fracture  was  concerned, 
was  then  discovered,  and  varioas  means  used,  but  the 
tumour  continued  to  increase,  the  pain  persisted,  and 
"waa  so  severe  as  to  prevent  her  sleeping.  When  admit* 
ted,  the  tumour  was  about  the  the  size  of  an  orange,  of 
a  livid  hue,  soft  and  fluctuating  in  parts,  the  veins 
«found  it  are  much  enlarged,  and  the  hand  slightly 
cedematous ;  the  pulse  at  the  wrist  much  the  same  as 
on  the  other  side;  general  health  tolerably  good. — 
Ordered  Cataplasma  Lini  and  opiate  at  bed-time. 

20th. — At  a  consultation  to-day  it  was  agreed  to 
puncture  the  tumour,  which  is  rather  larger;  general 
opinion  that  it  is  fungus  hsematodes. 

21st. — It  was  punctured  to-day«  and  a  quantity  of 
bloody  serum  poured  out;  there  was  some  bleeding 
afterwards,  which  was  stopped  by  pressure. — Continue 
remedies. 

27th. — Tumour  much  increased  In  size;  fungous 
granulations  project  from  where  the  puncture  was  made ; 
it  is  much  darker  in  colour,  and  there  is  evident  fluctu- 
ation in  several  parts ;  hex  health  is  sujBTering,  apparently 
firom  the  air  of  the  hospital. — Some  medicine  was 
ordered,  and  she  was  sent  into  the  country* 

December  11th. — She  was  readmitted  much  im- 
proved in  health ;  tumour  rathar  larger;  she  is  a  little 
feverish.  Ordered  a  saline  mixtnre,  with  morphia. 
•  She  refused  any  operation  to  be  performed  on  it,  and 
alter  a  trial  of  various  remedies,  her  health  again 
waSeang,..tkd  was  sent  into  the  country  on  the  6th 
January,  1851. 

January  27th. — Readmitted;  tumour  much  enlaiged, 
dark  in  cobur  ;  skin  over  it  much  stretched  and  glazed ; 
hfftith  much  improved. 

Pebroary  6th. — ^At  a  consultation  it  was  agreed  to 
make  an  incision  into  the  tumour,  and  then,  if  necessary, 
remove  the  arm. 

7tfa.-*The  patient  bebg  placed  under  the  influence 
of  chloroform,  an  incision  was  made  into  the 
tamour,  and,  as  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  its 
nature,  it  was  at  once  removed  by  amputating  the 
arm  above  the  elbow ;  eight  or  nine  ligatures  were 
appUed  as  the  arteries  were  much  enlarged,  and  the 
wound  dressed  temporarily  with  wet  Unt.  At  night,  no 
teuorrhage  having  occurred,  it  was  dressed,  no  sntores 
being  used.  An  opiate  at  bed-time.  Two  or  three 
days  alter  the  operation,  she  had  an  attack  of  feverish- 
ness,  which  was  relieved  by  salines  and  an  aatimonial. 
At  intervals  she  had  attacks  of  dyspnoea,  which  were 
immediately  and  singularly  relieved  by  opium. 

Maieh  5tfa.^8he  hat  oontiiiiMd  to  progress  without 


any  symptom  worthy  of  note ;    a  small  abscess  hai 
formed  in  the  stump,  which  has  been  opened. 

24th. — ^The  abscess  has  healed  rapidly,  and  she  was 
discharged  cured  to-day. 

Robert  Rand,  aged  13,  weaver,  Heywood,  was 
admitted  in  the  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary,  under  Mr. 
Ransome,  February  10,  1851.  He  states  that  sixteen 
weeks  previous  to  his  admission  he  was  knocked  down, 
and  his  thigh  fractured  four  inches  above  the  knee ;  it 
was  setby  a  surgeon  the  next  day;  it  was  excessively 
painful  for  a  week,  at  the  termination  of  which  period 
the  medical  attendant  readjusted  the  apparatus,  leaving 
it  on  this  occasion  for  a  fortnight.  At  the  end  of  eight 
weeks  from  the  accident  happening,  he  removed  the 
spUnts,  itfid  merely  applied  a  plaster  and  bandages.  The 
boy  states  that  during  the  time  the  splints  were  applied, 
he  had  great  pain,  and  there  was  considerable  swelling. 
The  medical  attendant  continued  to  apply  bandages  and 
plasters  once  a  fortnight  up  to  the  time  of  the  boy 
coming  to  the  hospital.  At  the  present  time  there  is  a 
tumour  of  livid  hue,  which  has  dull  aching  pain  in  it, 
extending  from  the  knee  to  within  three  inches  of 
Pouparfs  ligament;  large  veins  run  over  it,  and 
fluctuation  is  distinct  in  some  parts ;  the  glands  in  the 
groin  are  much  enlarged,  and  rather  tender ;  he  sleeps 
badly,  and  his  general  health  is  bad ;  he  is  seized  at 
times  with  dyspnoea,  which^  like  the  former  case,  is 
greatly  relieved  by  opium. 

21st. — ^The  tumour  has  ulcerated  in  one  or  two  places, 
and  discharges  bloody  serous  fluid;  his  appetite  is 
foiling,  and  his  health  giving  way  fost;  the  glands  are 
becoming  more  implicated. 

March  6th.— At  a  consultation,  it  was  agreed  that  an 
operation  was  inadmisnble ;  the  tumour  ineroased,  and 
glands  are  worse. 

10th.»He  was  discharged  incurable,  the  principal 
medkines  which  he  had  taken  being  opiates. 

The  points  of  interest  in  these  cases  I  take  to  be  their 
evident  origin  in  the  injury,  the  age  of  the  parties,  and 
the  singular  attacks  of  dyspnoea  fit>m  which  both 
suffered. 


Cfangrene  of  the  Legjirom  Anemi§m  qfihe  Aorta* 

William  Grbbk,  aged  43,  labourer,  Manchester, 
was  admitted  into  the  Infirmary,  January  23,  1852. 
He  states  that  he  has  always  had  good  health  until 
thirteen  weeks  before  admission,  when  he  took  cold  and 
had  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  from  which  he  recovered. 
On  the  21st  of  January,  whilst  going  to  his  work,  he 
suddenly  fdt  a  severe  pain  in  the  right  knee,  whioh 
quickly  extended  down  the  leg,  and  it  became  numb  and 
opld.  He  went  home,  sat  by  the  fire,  and  got  some  one 
to  rub  the  leg ;  whilst  sittnig  by  the  fire,  so  impeifect 
was  seivwtion,  that  he  allowed  the  limb  to  be  burnt 
rather  severely,  and  was  not  aware  of  the  < 
tiU  it  was  pointed  out  to  him. 

At  the  time  of  his  admissioathe  kg  was  red,  < 
tens,  raised  into  Uige  blisten,  and  trnvened  by  red 
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Unof  f  extending  as  high  98  the  knee.  On  the  calf  of 
te  leg,  where  be  soffered  it.to..]i>e  burnt,  there  is  a 
dongb  abon%  font  inches  square,  and  another  on  the 
foot,  of  smaller  extent.  He  has  no  sensation  as  &r  as 
the  knee,  but  he  complains  of  pain  aboTe  on  pressnre 
nearly  to  the  hip.  Pulse  fnll,  quick,  and  irregular; 
has  some  cough  and  pain  in  the  chest ;  perfectly  sen- 
sible and  answers  quesj^ions  rationally. — Ordered  one 
grain  of  opium  every  three  boors,  poultice  to  leg,  also 
a  febiifpge  mixture;  he  was  put  on  extra  diet,  and  a 
full  dose  of  opium  given  at  bed-time.  '  \ 

24th. — ^He  was  delirious  daring  the; flight;  inflam- 
mation actiye,  and  seems  extendipg  up  ttie  leg;  bowelk 
open;  pulse  quick,  and  irregular.     '.       ^  ^ 
'  25th. — He  is  much  worse ;  inftammfition  has  extended 
op  the  legi  and  he  has  no  sensation  in  the  limb  above 
the  knee ;  thigh  painful  on  pressure,  red  ijnes  extending 
upwards  ;  pulse  quick  and  'weak. — Continue  remedies. 
Ordered  Vin.  Rubri,  oz.  yj.,  daily,      "      '    ' 
26th« — He  continues  much  the  same.**  ,*'»> 
27th. — He  is  worse;  has  been  tcit  dj^luions;   fiMe 
,  sunk ;   abdomen  tympanitic ;    pulse  jfre^er  ;    tong^ 
dry. — Ordere4  a  mjf  ture  of  bark,  ammonia,  aqd  opium ; 
beef-t^  ad'Jibifum,    '    ^      ^  .       .  , . 

28th.'*-A  some^hf t  indisjin^t^Jitie'  of  demarcation 
begins  to  be  perceptible  below  the  knee;   he  is  exceed- 
ingly   restless  and    answen   questions   incoherently; 
pulse  weaker  and  irregular.-^Continue  remedies. 
29th. — He  is  evidently  sinking ;  limb  much  the  same* 
30th. — He  continued  to  get  worse ;  the  line  of  demar- 
ration  is  more  distinct;    he    has    delirium,    hiccnp, 
Tomiting,,and  is  sinking  rapidly.     He  died  about  three 
^  o'clock,  P.M. 

Pott-mortem  twenty  hours  qfUr*  death, — Lungs 
inflamed,  and  yery  |idheredt ;  an  aneurism  of  the  arch 
of  the  aorta  about  the  size  of  an  orange,  containing 
coagula,  which  were  very  loose;  left  yentride  was 
enlarged;  abdominal  yiscera.healthy ;  limb  gangrenous 
to  the  knee.  On  laying'  open  the  large  vessels  a 
laige  clofof  1i>lood  was  found  blocking  np  the  popliteal 
s^ry,  also  another  in,  the  external  circumflex  artery, 
waA.  one  in  the  superficial  eternal  drcumflexa  ilei.  Rest 
of  the  viscera  healthy. 


In  this  case  there  is  ho*,  doubt,  that  a  portion  of  the 
UxMe'cbi^hnn^from  itlie  aneurism  of  &e  aorta  had 
bSm  carried  on  wfth  the  current  of  blood,  and  hAag, 
arresfed  at  the  spots  ^bove  stated,  cut  off  the  circulation 
oompletfdy  from  the  lower  part  of  the  limb. 

■  'r         

Carhmele  and  8aceharin$  Urine* 

John  B&OADBBMT,  aged  66,  of  Manchester,  packer, 
was  admitted"^  1^ '  a  patient  of  the  Manchester  Royal 
Infirmary  Deceo&ber'  12th,^  1851.  At  this  time  he 
presented,  on  etatninatiob,  a*4aige  carbuncle  on  the 
back  of  the  neck;  it  had  a  qviiggy  fe^,  and  when 
pressed  p«s  exuded  from  numerous  criMfohn  openings,  "f. 
His  tongue -was  itfodftrately  olean,  and 'his  pulse  weak.  ' 
A  crucial  indkion  was  made  into  the  tumour,  poultices 
ittbteqaantly  applied,  and  a  mixture  or^Uired,4»ntmniiif 


bark,  ammonia,  and  opiumt     He  stated,  on -tlM'.qaes- 

^fiti  bew#piit  to  him,jb^t'he  thought  the  quantit7..of 

oAie  increased ;  it  was.  ookred  to  be  measored,  and  a 

pprtion  reserved  for .  testing  the  following  day.    The 

uripiQ  measpred  five  pi|its,^p^c  #r«rity.  1 .031 .  Teamed 

bj  l^eing  boiled  with  Jiquor  pQ^MSse,', it, produced  the 

deep  colour  so  characteriatic.  of  diabetic  sugar,-   Clsi^ed 

w>th.8ttlplultB  of  bopper,  and- excess  of  potass,  it  yidded 

immediatdy  the  red  .oxide.    A  portion  was  put  on  one 

side  forabout  forty-eight  houn,  and  when  evamined  bj 

ttSb  nicrqs^ope  showed,  an  abundance  of  torulse. 

^e  subseqi^pt  treatment  was  conducted  on  the 

ordinaiy.  principles  ^of^  sui^perjr.    Tonics  were  gtvan, 

with  a  generous,  diet,  and  8timu|fm(s.      Stimulating 

applications,  were  applied  to.  the  wound.    The  paB$lt 

recovered  rapidly,*  and  in  a  fiew  days  not  a  trace  .of  sugar 

could  be  discovered  in  the  urine.    The  sugar  remained 

for  sixteen  days  after  he  came  under  treatan^nt,  in 

variable  quantity,  and  oontinued  steadily  diminishing, 

as  follows : — 

.  .p<te.  \7.VttM  four  pints  ud  m  half.  8p./nv.  14S1. 
w     91:       J'  fourpinti    .'.        .'.  .    *  M      .  1.080. 

J,     S9.      i^thTMpinUuaaahiU.        »       1.038;  SQglit 
«    81.     ^  leMUutD  three  pints.        «       14S4.' No 


John  Owen,  aged  62,  of  Mandiester;.gnen-gn>oer, 
was  admitted  a  patient  of  the  -Manchester  Royal 
Infirmary  November  21st,  1851.  At  the  time  of  his 
application- he  presented  a  large  carbunde  at  the'  bade 
of  the  neck.  He  was  exceedingly  ill ;  bowels  confined  ; 
pulse  wetJc  and  rapid.  The  tumour  presented  the 
usual  v^uous  hue  and  cribriform  openings;  it  was 
freely  opened.  Ordered  a  stimulant  poultioe.  A  full 
dose  of  calomd  given,  the  bowds  well  opened,  and 
tjieh  a  tonic  mixture  of  bark,  ammonia,  and  opium 
ndnoiiniltered.  The  urine  was  ordered  to  be  measured, 
and  kept  for  examination. '    *       - 

The  man  is  improved  this  morning;  the  pulse  has 
im^y'ed  in  quality,  and  the  wound  looks  as  well  as 
coulcl  be  expteted ;  he  has  had  some  delirium  in  the 
il^ht ;'  urine  measured  five  pints  and  a  half,  specifio 
gravity  1.034;  the  tests  mentioned  before  were  applied^ 
and  thfe  presence  of  sugar  easily  demonstrated,  niere 
was  nothing  aifter  this  in^  the  case  particularly  wortiiy 
'of'BO&ce;  the  case  improved  rapidly' under  good  diet, 
stimulants,  and  tonics,  and  the  sugar  disappe&x^d^froBa 
J  the  urine  in  dght  days.  A  trace  was  again*  to  be 
fdc^d  on  the  tenth  day,  after  i^ch  no  more  could  bft 
discovered. 


.These  cases  are  of  interest  as  showing  the  preeence 
of  sugar,  but  a  comparatively  short  time  has-'djapaed 
since  it  was  fint  pointed  out,  and  it  has  been  rapeatedl j 
questioned.  In  diese  cases  there  could  be  no  .doubt  'tm 
to  th^  e:iistenoe  of  ,^he  sugu  ^  it  vrpa^fredy.pgtred  ovt, 
easily  found,  rapidly  diminiahed  under  treatmenti  and 
ultimately  disapp^uured  altogether. 


ON  THE  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  PRIZE  HOSPITAL  REPORTS. 


191 


^rBDiDtittl  3ffilfKnil  k  ^Dtgiral  Mxul 


WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  14,  1852. 


Ws  hare  received  numerous  inquiries  relatire 
to  the  conditions  of  the  Prizes  for  Hospital 
Seports  offered  by  the  Association,  and  we 
think  the  subject  of  so  much  importance  as  to 
require  some  observations  from  ufi. 

WitJiout  enumerating  the  various  questions 
asked  of  us,  we  may  make  the  following  state- 
ment, which  will  explain  all  the  points  touched 
upon  by  Our  various  correspondents ;  and  first, 
then,  though  by  the, terms  of  the  proposed  prize, 
Honse-Surgeons  and  Pupils  are  specially  men- 
tioned, yet  it  was  never  intended  to  be  confined 
to  them,  but  rather,  on  the  contrary,  extended 
to  them  as  a  boon,  even  though  not  yet  members 
of  the  profession,  or  of  the  Association.  Wa 
repeat,  therefore,  that  the  prizes  are  offered  to 
aU  those  who  -are  either  members  of  the  pro- 
fession practising  in  the  provinces,  or  are  pupils 
^  or  resident  officers  in  a  provincial  hospital,  and 
that  the  cases  should  be  recent,  though  not  con- 
fined to  the  years  1851-52. 

We  are'  extremely  glad  to  find  so  many  and 
Buch  interesting  case?  sent  to  us  for  competition, 
and  we  yet  hope  to  receive  even  more  valuable 
records  of  provincial  practice.  "Wo  shall,  we 
hope,  be  able  to  find  room  for  their  insertion  in 
ihe  Journal;  but  we  again  recommend  conden- 
sation, not  only  as  convenient  to  us  and  to  our 
readers,  but  as  an  important  element  of  success 
in  the  object  which  we  conclude  all  have  before 

them. 

^^  —  -     • 

OxTE  respected  associate  Mr.  Kiirch  seems  to 
consider,  when,  writing  the  commimication  in- 
serted in  our  last  number,  that  the  Worcester 
Ck>uncilhave  only  to  issue  their  mandate,  and  the 
difficulties  attending  on  the  question  of  Medical 
S^fbnn  ^iQ  disappear  like  a  house  built  of  cards. 
We  assure  that  gentleman  that  if  he  supposes 
that  either  Sir  J.  Graham  or  Sir  G.  Gebt  could 
be  easily  persuaded  to  take  charge  of  the  Bill, 
he  is  somewhat  mistaken ;  but  still,  granting 
that  difficulty  overcome,  there  is  the  stiU  greater 
one  of  finding  the  funds  necessary  for  carrying 
a  private  Bill  through  the  House  of  Commons, 
for  we  cannot  suppose  that  Mr.  King  would 
expect  the  Worcester  Council  to  have  so  much 
magical  power  a«  to  be  able  to  persuade  any 


private  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  put 
his  hand  in  his  pocket  to  the  tune^^'of  £500 
or  £600.  Yet  ail  this  is  necessary  to  such  a 
result;  Mr.  King's  views  must,  therefore,  b© 
considered  as  perfectly  Utopian. 

All  that  the  Worcester  Council  or  the  other 
promoters  of  the  Bill  can  do,  our  readers  may 
rest  assured  will  be  done.  The  Bill  will  be 
fully  matured,  the  opposing  interests,  as  far  as 
possible  conciliated, — having,  however,  due  re- 
gard to  the  principles  invariably  maintained  by 
the  Association,  and  we  hope  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  may  be  induced 
to  take  the  measure  under  his  care  before  .the 
j^xt  Session  of  Parliament.  In  the  meantime 
the  annual .  meeting  wiU  be  held  at  Oxford » 
and  it  may  then  be  considered  (if  it  should  be 
thought  advisable  so  to  do)  whether  the  Associa- 
tion should  set  apart  any  sufficiently  large  sum 
foV  the  furtherance  frf  this  ^cheihe  of  Medical 
Eeform.  We  are  by  no  means  sui*e  that  this  would 
be  considered  by  the  majority  of  the  Association 
a  legitimate  object  upon  which  to  disburse  the 
funds  at  their  disposal.  Many  would  think  that 
such  an  expenditure  would  be  utterly  useless,  and 
others  that  it  might  bo  better  employed  upon 
objects  of  science  or  art.  At  aU  events  it  cannot 
be  considered  that  the  Worcester  Council  are 
lukewarm  in  the  cause  if  they  decline  to  exceed 
their  powers,  according  to  Mr.  King's  proposal, 
by  at  once  proceeding  with  the  Bill  at  their 
own  risk  and  individual  peril. 


BATH    AND   BKISTOL  BRANCH. 


Thb  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Bath  and  Bristol 
BaxNCH  OF  THB  ASSOCIATION  was  held  at  the  York 
House,  on  March  25th,  when  there  were  present— Mr^ 
Norman,  in  the  Chair;  Dr.  Swayne,  Messrs.  Colthnrst, 
EfliKn,.  Lancaster,  Leonard,  Mayor,  Morgan,  Neild, 
and  IW^son,  of  Bristol ;  Drs.  Davies,  Hodges,  and 
Tunstall,  Messrs.  J.  Barrett,  Bartmm,  Church,  Cox, 
Hensley,  King,  Mason,  and  Stone,  of  Bath ;  Messrs. 
Bailey  and  Colbome,  of  Chippenham ;  Crang,  of  Tims- 
bury;  Edwards,  of  Batheaston;  Flower,  of  Chil- 
compton ;  and  Vicary,  of  Warminster. 

The  President,  on  opening  the  meeting,  expressed 
his  opinion  that,  for  the  benefit  of  all  parties  who  had 
papers  to  read  or  obsenrations  to  make  at  these  gather- 
ings, it  was  essential  that  the  chairman  should  be  em- 
powered to  call  upon  all  persons  occupying  the  attention 
of  the  meeting  to  confine  themselves  within  such  limiti 


Id2 
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of  time  as  the  Chairman  might  think  discreet,  who 
•hoald  not  allow  any  one  to  speak  twice  upon  the  same 
flobject,  except  the  gentleman  introdacing  it,  to  reply 
to  any  observations  elicited  in  the  discussion. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  then  read  and 


A  case  was  then  read  by  Mr.  Bailbt,  detailing  the 
■twigalation  of  a  portion  of  the  jejuinm,  three  feet 
long,  by  a  rent  in  the  mesentery^  caused  probably  by  a 
■light  fkll,  in  which  no  symptoms  of  the  injury  had 
been  present  for  several  hours  after  the  probable  time 
of  the  occurrence  of  the  accident.  [This  case  is  pub- 
lished at  page  168.] 

'Mr.  NsuD  then  detailed  his  experience  in  the 
application  of  solutions  of  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  glottis, . 
in  various  affections  of  that  organ.  The  forms  of  dis- 
ease in  which  he  had  successfully  used  it,  were  laryngeal 
irritation,  cases  resembling  croup,  in  some  cases  of 
dyspnoea  dependent  on  irritability  of  the  upper  part  of 
the  trachea,  and  chronic  bronchitis  arising  from  a 
■uliilar  cause;  also  in  two  cases  where  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  posterior  nares  was  thickened  and 
diseased*  He  adverted  to  the  varying  action  of  the 
mtntte  upon  the  mucous  membrane  according  to  its 
condition  and  the  strength  of  the  solution.  He  diew 
the  attention  of  the  meeting  to  the  necessity  of  various 
nses  and  shapes  of  the  instrument,  and  detailed  how  to 
distfaiguish  whether  the  probang  had  entered  the  glottis, 
or  gone  down  the  oesophagus.  Having  himself  derived 
mooh  benefit  from  it  he  confidently  recommended  its 
use  in  appropriate  cases.'  [This  paper  to  be  published 
in  the  Joumai.l 

Dr.  Davibb  had  long  been  sceptical  of  the  advan< 
tages  said  to  be  derived  from  the  topical  application  of 
this  remedy ;  but  recent  observation,  and  the  extended 
experience  of  several  independent  observers,  Dr. 
Hastings,  Dr.  Green,  Dr.  Bennett,  and  now  of  Mr. 
Mield,  had  convinced  him  that  occasionally  it  was 
useful,  especially  in  such  cases  as  had  been  detailed. 
He  had  now  provided  himself  with  the  requisite  instru- 
ments, and  hoped,  on  some  future  occasion,  to  be 
able  to  lay  before  the  Association  the  results  of  his 
cs^^erience. 

Mr.  Wilson  drew  the  attention  of  the  meeting  to 
the  anomalous  position  in  which  at  present  medical  men 
•tood  towards  many  of  the  Life  Insurance  Companies. 
He  wished  to  know  what  was  the  usual  practice  of 
members  of  the  Association,  and  whether  they  would 
pledge  themselves  not  to  sign  certificates  without  a  fee 
being  paid  by  the  office  requesting  the  answer.  He 
always  refused  to  sign  certificates,  except  the  office  paid 
thQ  fee  for  the  inquiry,  the  ordinary  medical  attendant 
being  the  only  person  who,  in  doubtfrd  cases,  could  give 
trustworthy  information.  In  unCtivourable  cases  the  office 
assuredly  is  the  party  who  ought  to  pay  the  fee,  for  how 
would  the  patient  like  to  pay  for  an  inquiry  whereby 
he  had  been  prevented  effecting  an  insurance. 

Mr.  NomcAM  felt  that  there  was  much  difficulty  in 
the  whole  question.  Assuredly  the  medical  opinion 
ought  to  be  paid  for,  as  on  it  often  depended  the  eligibility 
of  the  life.      In  the  greater  number  of  the  offices  the 


facts  known  only  to  the  ordinary  attendant  of  the 
applicant  was  part  of  the  preliminary  information 
required  befbre  the  office  would  entertun  the  proposal, 
the  office  implying  that  he  would  furnish  it  for  their  use. 

Dr.  Davibs  could  not  but  think  that  the  office  was 
tiie  party  who  ought  to  pay  for  the  medical  opinion^  aa 
it  thereby  is  specially  benefitted.  Take,  for  example,  a 
case  of  epilepsy  or  albuminuria.  Could  the  mediral 
referee  of  the  office,  who  probably  knew  nothing  of  the 
previous  history  of  the  case,  ascertain  the  existence  of 
of  such  diseases  ?  Certainly  not.  Unless  strongly- 
marked  the  only  person  competent  to  give  a  history  of 
such  oases  was  the  ordinary  attendant.  He  felt  con- 
vinced that  if  the  medical  profession  were  unanimous  in 
the  matter,  before  long  all  the  offices  would  yield,  as 
many  others  had  already  done. 

Mr.  Stonb  had  always  acted  on  this  view.  The 
questions  came  from  the  office ;  however,  some  might 
now  cunningly  make  the  applicant  sign  the  request  for 
the  information.  The  questions  were  private,  became 
the  property  of  the  office,  and  might  by  it  be  broii|^ 
into  oourt.  On  these  grounds,  as  well  as  those  niged 
by  previous  speakers,  a  fee  should  be  paid  for  the 
opinion,  and  should  be  paid  through  the  office,  at  any 
rate.  In  some  cases  he  had  refused  to  answer  the 
questions  without  a  fee;  and  consequently  he  had 
known  several  cases  insured  without  difficulty  whoso 
lives  were  very  bad  indeed,  and  so  he  had  been  saved  the 
odium  of  causing  their  rejection.  By  his  refusal  to 
give  the  information  without  the  fee,  he  had  severpl 
times  caused  patients  to  insure  in  fee-paying  offices.  By 
medical  men  acting  thus,  gradually  all  the  offices  would 
come  to  a  sense  of  their  own  interest,  as  well  as  do 
justice  to  the  medical  profession. 

Dr.  TuKSTALL  rejoiced  that  the  subject  had  beea 
brought  before  the  Association.  He  mentioned  the 
following  case  under  his  own  observation: — ^A  man» 
whose  health  had  been  so  bad  that  his  friends  did  not 
suppose  he  would  live  twelve  months,  applied  to  an 
office  whose  referee  passed  him,  his  ordinary  attendant 
not  having  been  applied  to;  the  life  was  accepted 
without  such  inquiry,  and  within  six  months  the  party 
died  of  the  disease  he  had  been  labouring  under. 

Mr.  NiBLD,  to  exemplify  how  medical  men  would 
evade  giving  gratuitously  an  unfavourable  opinion, 
mentioned  the  following  circumstance,  which  he  believed 
was  not  infrequent : — ^The  usual  opinion  was  asked  of 
one  who,  knowing  the  ineligibility  of  the  life,  recom- 
mended his  patient  to  apply  to  another  medical  maa 
who  occasionally  had  seen  him,  but  did  not  know  so 
much  of  his  condition.  On  his  report  the  life  was 
immediately  taken,  which  otherwise  it  would  not  have 
been.  He  suggestedjthat  a  resolution  be  drawn  up, 
and  forwarded  to'all  the  life  offices. 

The  subject  being  of  a  nature  not  usui^ly  entertained 
at  these  quarterly  meetings,  it  was  eventually  arranged 
that  it  should  form  part  of  the  proceedings  at  the 
annual  meeting  ui  June. 

Mr.  £nwABJ>s  exhibited  a  new  truss,  with  elastic 
belt,  for  infimtile  umbilical  hernia,  which  he  had  found 
most  convenient  and  useful. 
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EAST  KENT  &  CANTEEBUEY  MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 

Srssion    1851. 

Pathological  specimens  relating  to  the  following 
cases  were  exhibited  : — 

Cyt/  tn  M«  Brain  filled  with  Pus,  the  wrrotmdinff 
Structure  bemg  eqfiened.^^By  Dr.  Loohbb. 

A«  R.,  aged  20,  fell  suddenly  from  his  chair,  imme- 
diiatelj  after  dinner,  Oct.  16,  1849.  The  waiter  of  the 
hotel  vdiere  he  was  staying  heard  him  fell,  and  entering 
the  room  found  him  insensible.  He  remained  so  for  three 
or  four  minutes,  with  slight  convulsions^  but  had  quite 
recovered  his  faculties  by  the  time  his  medical  friend, 
who  lived  dose  by,  had  arrived.  This  gentleman 
x«mained.with  him  in  the  room,  and  was  present  when 
the  patient,  four  hours  afterwards,  had  a  second  seizure, 
lasting  about  the  same  time,  and  which  had  all  the 
characters  of  epilepsy.  He  recovered  from  this  fit' 
also,  but  grew  flushed,  talkative,  and  restless,  though 
not  incoherent.  He  seemed  to  those  about  him  to  be 
going  on  fiftvourably,  with  no  recurrence  of  the  fits 
QAtil  the  23rd,  when  the  left  arm  was  observed  to  be 
partially  paralyzed,  and  he  looked  flushed^  complained  of 
alight  headache^  and  was  evidently  heavy  and  oppressed^ 
He  was  bled  from  the  arm  to  eight  ounces  but  as  that 
led  to  no  amelioration  of  his  symptoms,  Dr.  Loch^e  was 
requested  to  see  him  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  of 
October.  His  state  then  was  as  follows : — His  general 
appearance  and  expression  were  very  similar  to  what 
la  seen  in  patients  when  pure  inflammatory  fever  is 
passing  into  the  typhoid  form,  the  symptoms  referable 
to  the  brain  being  mora  those  of  congestion  and 
adynamia,  than  of  active  mischief.  He  was  stolid  and 
dull  in  his  manner,  though  conscious ;  when  disturbed 
and  roused  he  generally  answered  questions  correctly, 
Imt  not  always ;  he  made  no  complaint,  but  on  the 
contrary  said  there  was  nothing  the  matter  with  him  ; 
then  for  some  minutes  he  would  take  no  notice  of 
anything  that  was  done  or  said.  His  breathing  was 
alow  and  rather  laborious.  The  pupils  were  moveable 
under  strong  light,  but  rather  dilated,  or  spontaneously 
flickering  from  one  state  to  the  other.  The  left  arm 
was  quite  palsied,  with  involuntary  twitching  and 
starting  of  the  tendons  at  the  wrists.  The  bowels  had 
not  acted  for  twelve  hours.  The  tongue  was  covered 
with  a  yellow  fur.  The  pulse  was  90,  wavering  and 
compressible.  The  urine  had  passed  in  tolerable 
quantities  two  hours  before  the  visit. 

The  history  of  the  case  was  interesting,  and  the 
unnatural  excitement  under  which  he  hadlong  laboured, 
and  which,  though  remarked  by  his  friends,  did  not  give 
rise  to  any  alarm,  was  ultimately  shown  to  be  produced 
by  a  tangible  disease  of  the  brain,  which  had  kept  up 
constant  irritation.  He  was  naturally  very  talented, 
extremely  quick,  with  a  wonderfully  retentive  memory. 
His  conversational  powers  were  of  a  brilliant  kind,  so 
much  so  as  to  make  him  eagerly  sought  after  in  society  to 
enliven  the  dulness  of  others.    This  caused  him  to  lead 


rather  an  irregular  life,  one  of  constant  mental  strain 
and  excitement;  he  also  lived  freely,  more,  however,  on 
account  of  good  fellowship,  than  because  he  had  any 
pleasure  in  doing  so,  for  when  alone,  thpugh  he  liked 
to  see  his  table  loaded  with  various  wines  and  viands, 
he  seldom  touche4  any  of  them.  Twelve  months  before 
his  attack  hia  admiring  friends  thought  him  mora 
brilliant  and  eccentric  than  ever.  He  was  the  life  and 
soul  of  all  their  festive  meetings.  His  imaginative 
ihculties,  always  rich,  became  now  exalted,  so  much  so, 
as  to  make  him  do  things  which  seemed  strange  even  in 
him.  He  had  the  grandest  ideas  upon  every  subject; 
he  would  have  nothing  served  to  him  except  upon  silver, 
profuse  expenditure  characterised  everything  he  did. 
He  read  nothing  but  poetry  of  the  most  impassioned 
kind,  and  used  to  astonish  his  friends  by  repeating 
whole  pages  to  them  with  much  emphasis  and  gesticu- 
lation. In  short,  he  could  do  nothing  in  moderation— 
if  he  had  to  talk,  he  would  sing;  andif  requuredto  walk^ 
he  would  be  more  likely  to  dance.  Such  was  his  history 
up  to  the  time  of  his  seizure. 

Leeches  and  blisters  to  the  head,  with  half-grain 
doses  of  calomel,  formed  the  essential  part  of  the 
treatment.  He  rallied  for  two  days  under  this  treat- 
ment, and  then  fell  again  into  his  former  state.  He 
was  now  visited  by  a  physician  from  London,  a  friend 
of  the  family,  who  pronounced  the  patient  to  be  suflEer- 
ing  from  disease  of  the  kidneys,  and  prescribed  accord- 
ingly. In  twenty-four  hours  afterwards,  however,  the 
symptoms  were  so  manifestly  aggravated  that  the  former 
plan  of  treatment  was  resumed,  and  for  a  day  or  two 
the  patient  rallied  again.  The  stupor  and  palsy  left 
him,  his  mental  fiifcnlties  returned,  and  he  seemed 
mending,  when  on  November  the  12th,  he  a§ain 
became  flushed,  excited,  and  talkative,  which  state  |ran 
gradually  into  one  of  active  delirium,  terminating  in 
deep  coma,  that  endured  for  six  hours  before  hb  death 
on  the  14th  of  November. 

Poet'fnortem  examination, — A  cyst,  which  was  full 
of  thick  pus,  was  found  in  the  left  hemisphere  of  the 
bra|n,  projecting  partially  into  the  left  lateral  ventriple, 
which  cavity  also  contained  about  four  ounces  of 
greenish  pus.  The  substance  of  the  brain,  for  about 
half  an  inch  round  the  cyst,  was  disorganised  and 
softened,  so  as  to  be  almost  pulpy.  There  was  no  sign 
of  any  active  inflammation  anywhere.  The  kidaeya 
were  specially  examined,  but  they  were  found  to  be 
healthy. 

Hydatid  in  the  Lung,  accidentally  discovered  in  a 
Patient  who  had  died  in  Puerperal  ConvuUione. — By 
Ma.  G.  RiODBN. 

This  was  an  acephalocyst  about  the  size  of  a  pullet's 
egg,  which  was  situated  in  the  anterior  and  upper  part 
of  the  lower  lobe  of  the  left  lung.  The  tissue  of  the  lung 
which  surrounded  the  cyst  in  which  it  was  enclosed,  waa 
quite  natural.  After  it  had  been  removed  for  a  day  or 
two,  owing  to  the  transparency  of  its  wall,  an  inner  mem- 
brane, thickly  studded  with  minute  and  opaque  spots, 
could  be  seen  floating  in  the  contained  fluid,  at  a  point 
where  it  had  become  detached  from  the  outer  lining. 
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The  particulars  of  the  case,  which  present  some 
interesting  points  in  reUition  to  puerperal  conTulsionSy 
are  as  follows : — 

H.  B.>  aged  40,  was  attended  by  a  midwife  in  her 
confinement  with  her  eighth  child,  and  died  from 
puerperal  conTolsions,  two  hours  after  deliveryi  January 
31,  1851.  She  had  been  married  eighteen  years,  tad 
was  of  a  very  reserred  disposition.  Her  father  had 
died  in  a  lonatic  asylum;  a  brother  had  destroyed 
himself;  and  her  twin-sister  had  suffered  for  a  very  long 
time  from  constant  pains  in  her  head.  She  herself  had 
enjoyed  good  health  until  eight  years  since,  when  she 
was  confined  with  her  fifth  child,  and  soon  afterwards 
began  to  suffer  pains  in  her  head,  for  which  she  was 
admitted  into  the  Canterbury  Hospital.  She  was  not 
leUeved  by  the  treatment  employed,  and  after  her 
discharge,  she  gradually  became  worse,  and  about  a 
month  afterwards  attempted  suicide,  twice  repeating  the 
attempt  in  the  course  of  three  weeks.  She  was  then 
placed  in  the  Bethlem  Hospital,  London,  where  she 
remained  ten  months,  and  was  discharged  much 
improyed.  She  continued  so  until  her  sixth  confine- 
ment, after  which,  her  head  again  became  troublesome^ 
but  not  to  such  a  degree  as  to  prevent  her  from  attend- 
ing to  her  famHy  duties.  She  subsequently  bore  a 
leventh  child,  and  had  a  good  recovery.  She  was  not 
attended  by  any  medical  man  from  the  period  when  she 
left  the  asylum,  until  the  4th  of  May,  1850,  when  she 
became  a  patient  of  the  Canterbury  Dispensary,  for 
paralysis  of  the  left  arm,  which  had  attacked  her 
suddenly  on  the  previous  day.  She  was  discharged 
September  24,  having  recovered  the  perfect  use"  of  her 
limb.  About  six  weeks  before  her  death,  she  had 
cough  and  difficulty  of  breathing,  which  subsided  with- 
out medical  aid,  but  returned,  though  not  violently, 
about  a  week  before  she  died. 

Posi-tHortem  examination  thirfy-sis  hourt  qfter 
death, — ^The  scalp  separated  readily,  and  was  not  con- 
gested. The  bones  of  the  portion  of  the  skull  re- 
moved, were  thickened  and  dense,  the  diploe  being 
absent;  the  arch  of  its  internal  surface  was  considerably 
flattened  on  its  sides  by  bony  deposit.  The  dura  mater 
adhered  firmly  to  the  skull.  The  arachnoid  covering 
the  brain  presented  many  opacities,  but  was  not  vascular ; 
the  tissue  beneath  was  infiltrated  with  serum,  so  that 
in  some  parts  the  convolutions  of  the  brain  could  not 
be  seen  through  it.  The  pia  mater  separated  readily 
from  the  convolutions,  and  presented  a  remarkably  con- 
gested appearance,  every  fold  that  dipped-into  a  sulcus 
having  its  vessels  enlarged,  tortuous,  and  filled  with 
dark  blood,  and  their  arrangement  being  such  as  to 
give  the  appearance  of  a  fine  fringe.  The  convolutions 
of  the  brain  were  narrow,  and  very  convex.  The  red 
points  that  appeared  in  the  sections  of  the  brain  were 
large,  and  more  numerous  than  usual.  The  substance 
of  the  brain  was  firm,  and  was  minutely  examined,  but 
no  remains  of  any  old  or  recent  effusion  could  be  found. 
The  ventricles  contained  rather  more  than  their  usual 
quantity  of  fluid.  The  upper,  middle,  and  part  of  the 
lower  lobe  of  the  right  lung,  for  the  depth  of  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  along  their  anterior  surface,  were  in 


a  state  of  solidification  from  red  hepatization.  The  utems 
was  firmly  contracted,  and  occupied  the  entire  p^vis. 
A  thin  coagulum  marked  the  surface  to  which  tfaa 
placenta  had  been  attached.  Several  veins  were  noticed 
projecting  through  the  surface  of  the  coagulum,  and 
appeared  to  be  twisted  on  themselves. 

Cy«/  til  the  Cerebellum. — ^By  Mk.  Jambs  Rbid. 

A  sketch  in  water  colours,  exhibiting  the  appearance 
of  the  part  in  its  recent  condition,  was  also  placed  before 
the  meeting. 

The  principal  facts  of  the  case  were  these : — ^A  boy 
of  15  years  of  age  became  gradually  affected  with 
amaurosis,  accompanied  by  severe  pains  in  the  head^ 
which  continued  for  two  years,  when  he  died,  having 
suffered  irregular  general  convulsions  for  three  m<Miths, 
and  having  become  very  much  emaciated.  Although 
amaurosis  was  the  earliest  symptom  noticed,  so  that, 
with  the  subsequent  progress  of  the  caae,  it  warranted 
the  conclusion  before  death  that  the  existing  leaum 
involved  the  optic  nerve  in  some  part  of  its  course  or 
origin ;  yet  both  the  nerve  itself,  and  the  parts  said:  to 
be  concerned  in  the  sense  of  vision,  were  found,  on 
examination,  to  be  perfectly  healthy,  and  the  disease  ta 
be  situated  in  a  part  not  acknowledged  to  have  imme- 
diate connection  with  that  sense.  The  details  of  this 
case,  together  with  some  remarks  upon  it,  have  been 
published  in  the  forty-eighth  volume  of  the  Medieai 
Gazette. 

HydaHdi  m  the  Brain. — By  Ma.  6.  Riodbk» 

This  specimen  exhibited  thirty  hydatids,  or  acephalo- 
cysts  in  various  stages  of  development  and  decay,  con- 
tuned  in  one  pouch.  The  size  of  the  entire  cysts 
varied  from  that  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a  pigeon's  egg. 
The  collapsed  or  degenerated  cysts  were  larger,  and  had 
their  walls  thickened:  some  of  them  contained  a  white, 
putty-like  matter,  of  the  consistence  of  thick  cream  # 
the  largest  of  these,  if  distended,  would  have  equalled 
the  size  of  a  hen's  egg ;  its  wall  was  the  eighth  of  an 
inch  thick,  and  its  inner  surface  was  corrugated.      % 

The  subject  of  this  foregoing  disease  was  a  boy,  aged 
7  years,  who  became  a  patient  of  the  Canterbury 
Dispensary;  August  8v  1850,  with  paralysis  of  the  left 
upp^r  extremity,  having  the  complete  use  of  his  other 
limbs.  At  this  time  he  had  no  headache  or  other 
symptoms  indicating  cerebral  disease.  The  affection  of 
the  arm  resembled  paralysis  from  the  poison  of  lead ; 
he  was  able  with  difficulty  to  raise  the  arm  to  the  head, 
and  sensation  waa  not  impaired.  The  mother  stated 
that  the  child  was  naturally  irritable,  but  she  had  not 
noticed  anything  wrong  until  two  weeks  previously) 
when  the  power  of  moving  the  left  arm  became  affected. 
The  pupils  were  natural.  He  was  treated  with  mercu- 
rials, salines,  and  electro-galvanism,   without  benefit. 

December  20,  1850. — He  was  attacked  with  epileptic 
convulsions,  which  continued  at  intervals  for  several 
days,  and  then  ceased,  the  arm  becoming  gradually 
weaker. 

April  25th,  1851.— The  fits  returned  and  continued 
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to  ncor,  with  slight  intermissioni  until  his  death,  which 
took  place  April  29,  1851. 

Poit-mortem  examinaiion, — The  head  only  was 
eiamined.  The  skull  was  thin,  and  at  its  uppermost  part 
was  diaphanous.  The  dura  mater  was  rather  trans- 
parent ;  the  surfiices  of  the  arachnoid  were  less  lubricated 
than  usual,  appearing  almost  dry  and  sticking  slightly 
together.  The  convolutions  of  the  brain  were  generally 
■lightly  flattened,  but  more  so  over  the  middle  of  the 
right  hemisphere.  On  opening  the  lateral  Tentricles, 
the  right  corpus  striatum  was  seen  to  project  unusually, 
and  when  touched  it  gave  way,  an  hydatid  cyst  issuing 
through  the  opening.  The  sac  containing  the  hydatids 
occupied  the  middle  and  greater  part  of  the  anterior 
portion  of  the  right  hemisphere.  The  thalamus  opticus 
was  reduced  to  a  mere  layer,  covering  the  sac^  and  was 
somewhat  softened.    - 
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Epithelial  Cancer,  or  Cancroid, 

Among  the  **  Memoir ee  de  la  Societi  de  Chirurgie  de 
Paris,"  Is  one  by  M.  Leberf  On  Cancer  and  Cancroid 
of  the  Skin."  His  deductions'  respecting  the  latter 
disease  we  give  in  the  following  resume : — 

Epithelial  Cancer  sometimes  originates  m  a  small 
warty  tomour,  at  others  in  a  superficial  cracky  and  is 
not  painful  at  its  commencement.  The  warty  tumour 
may  reach  the  size  of  a  nut  without  ulcerating.  In 
the  second  period,  or  that  of  development,  a  certain 
amount  of  inflammatory  hypersemia  occurs,  which  soon 
induces  pain  and  ulceration.  The  character  of  the 
ulceration  varies ;  on  the  face  it  generally  excavates, 
while  on  the  genital  organs  it  creeps  onward  irregularly, 
accompanied  by  hypertrophy  of  the  base,  giving  rise  to 
warty  excrescences.  The  mean  duration  of  cancroid  is 
about  six  years  and  a  half;  but  this  varies  with  the 
region  implicated,  the  duration  being  shortest  when 
seated  on  the  lip.  Sex  has  little  inflaence  on  its 
development.  In  sixty-one  cases  there  were  thirty-one 
men  and  thirty  women.  The  site,  however,  varies  in 
frequency  in  the  two  sexes;  in  men  the  lip  is  most 
frequently  the  part  assailed,  in  women  less  so  than 
other  regions  of  the  face.  The  genital  organs  are 
equally  liable  to  it  in  both  sexes. 

The  causes  of  cancroid  are  little  known.  Phimosis 
seems  to  favour  its  occurrence  on  the  penis ;  and  the 
use  of  short  pipes  has  been  thought  to  cause  its 
appearance  on  the  lower  lip.  Cancroid  may  be  unhesi- 
tatingly said  to  be  a  curable  affection  in  certain  instances ; 
but  it  is  so  finequently  the  reverse  that  the  prognosis 
must  always  be  exceedingly  doubtful. 

The  treatment  of  cancroid  must  be  chiefly  local. 
Early  operation  is  the  main  indication;  but  it  should  be 
entirely  destroyed,  or  not  touched.  On  this  account  the 
incisions  must  be  made  in  the  healthy  tissues,  so  as 
to  ensure  the  complete  removal-  of  the  disease.  The 
knife  is  the  best  mode  of  removing  it  whtfre  indsion 


can  be  practised ;  but  when  this  is  inadmissible,  caustics 
must  be  resorted  to.  Of  these,  arsenic  is  the  best,  as 
in  the  paste  of  Manec.  The  conjoined  use  of  excision  and 
caustic  will  in  many  cases  be  more  successful  than  that 
of  either  separately.  When  the  disease  is  too  extensive 
for  the  reasonable  hope  of  cure,  palliative  treatment 
can  alone  be  adopted. 

Cancroid  of  the  lower  lip  shews  itself  sometimes  as 
superficial  hypertrophy  of  the  epidermis,  at  others, 
and  more  frequentiy  as  an  affection  of  the  papillae. 
The  effects  of  local  irritation  are  most  conspicuous  in 
the  lower  lip,  where  the  injurious  consequences  of  the 
contact  of  the  pipe  are  seen,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
inefiectoal  use  of  caustics.  In  operating  for  cancer  of 
the  lip,  the  portion  rem'oved  should  be  large,  even,  if 
necessary,  to  the  removal  of  the  entire  lip.  together 
with  any  engorged  glands.  If  the  ulceration  is  recent 
and  superficial,  the  arsenical  paste  may  be  applied, 
teking  care  that  none  gains  access  to  the  mouth,  so  as 
to  be  swallowed. 

Cancroid  of  the  face  is  more  commonly  seen  on  the 
nose  and  eyelids  than  elsewhere.  On  the  cheek  it 
assumes  the  papillary  form,  as  also  on  the  eyelids;  but 
here  there  is  generally  the  addition  of  fibro-plastic 
elements. 

The  excavating  ulcer  (ulcere  rougeant)  is  commonly 
seen  on  the  nose;  it  commences  as  a  tubercle,  and 
then  ulcerates  to  an  indefinite  extent.  The  progress  of 
this  is  slow,  and  numerous  fiicts  sufficiently  attest  ito 
curability.  The  mean  duration  appears  to  be  about 
nine  years. 

Cancroid  of  the  penis  generally  originates  either  on 
the  surface  of  the  glans,  or  internal  surface  of  the 
prepuce.  It  is  chiefly  composed  of  hypertrophied 
papillae,  and  is  specially  frequent  in  persons  who  are 
the  subjects  of  congenital  phimosis.  The  orifice  of 
the  urethra  is  concealed  by  the  exuberant  vegetations. 
The  duration  varies  from  a  few  months  to  ten  years. 

The  "chimney-sweep  cancer"  of  English  writers  is 
a  form  of  epithelial  cancer ;  but  sometimes  it  contains 
true  cancer  elements.  It  commences  as  a  wart,  which  is 
followed  by  ulceration .     J  t  is  curable  in  its  early  stages. 

Cancroid  of  the  vulva  is  generally  hypertrophic, 
commencing  on  the  nympbse,  where  it  may  extend  to 
the  whole  vulva,  as  well  as  the  anal  region.  Its  progress 
is  slow,  and  it  chiefly  affects  young  women.  Its  results 
are  fatal,  unless  it  be  removed  entirely  in  its  early  con- 
dition. Anti-scrofulous  remedies  are  specially  beneficial. 

Cancroid  of  the  limbs  generally  attacks  the  dorsum 
of  the  hand  or  the  ankle.  Cancroid  sometimes  appears 
on  mucous  membranes.  We  have  seen  it  cr\  the  neck 
of  the  uterus,  and  on  the  tongne,  somel'  es  in  the 
hypertrophic  form,  at  others  as  an  excav;;:mg  ulcer. 
Once  we  have  seen  it  on  the  arachnoid. 

Keloid  offers  some  analogies  to  cancroid,  especially  in 
its  tendency  to  relapse. 

Spontaneous  Development  of  Gas  in  the  Blood  as  a  CauH 
qf  Sudden  Death, 

In  the  Presse  Medicate  de  Bruaelles  is  published  a 
memoir  o»*  ♦i^c-.  i.:.  f     i,.-  M  Jlnrand  Fardel.    The 
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case  which  forms  the  basis  of  the  memoir,  is  that  of  a 
lady,  aged  56,  who,  being  at  Vichy  wtth^her  husband, 
proceeded,  as  is  the  fashion,  to  take  the  baths,  thoagh 
there  was  no  necessity  for  them  as  regards  her  general 
state  of  health,  which,  on  the  contrary,  was  remarkably 
good.  It  appears  that  on  July  20th,  1850,  she  took 
her  second  bath  at  four  a.m.  She  had  been  oyer  night 
in  her  usual  state  of  health.  In  walking  to  the  baths 
she  noticed  that  her  breathing  was  shorter  than  usual, 
and  the  attendant  observing  her  condition  advised  her 
not  to  bathe  that  day.  She,  however,^[did  so,  and 
remained  in  her  bath  half  [an  hour.  When  She  got  out 
she  felt  uncomfortable,  and  in  a  *few*  minutes  sunk 
exhausted  into  a  chair.  Respiration  now  became  very 
difficult,  and  in  a  few  moments  she  was  dead. 

M.  Durand  Fardel,  who  was  on  the  spot  immediately, 
found  her  still  covered  with  her  bathing  sheet.  The 
fiice  was  pallid;  lips  violet;  no  froth  on  the  lips; 
limbs  flaccid ;  and  heart's  action  completely  ceased. 

The  autopsy  was  made  twenty-two  hours  after  death, 
the  31st  of  July,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  body  presented  no  appearance  of  putrefaction,  there 
being  some  lividity  only  on  the  depending  portion  of  the 
trunk  and  members.  The  heart  was  very  large;  the 
right  cavities  distended  with  liquid  blood,  rather  violet 
coloured  than  black,  syrupy,  very  frothy ;  the  bubbles 
of  gas  enclosed  were  some  (very  numerous)  as  big  as 
the  head  of  a  pin,  others  less  common,  as  large  as  peas. 
When  pressure  was  applied  over  the  course  of  the  two 
venae  cavse,  the  blood  which  flowed  into  the  right 
auricle  was  frothy,  like  soap  and  water ;  the  parletes  of 
the  right  cavities  of  the  heart  presented  a  superficial 
violet  colour  ;  the  left  side  was  completely  void  of  blood, 
and  not  coloured;  the  left  ventricle  was  considerably 
hypcrtrophied ;  the  orifices  of  the  heart  did  not  present 
any  appreciable  alteration,  as  also  the  aorta.  All  the 
abdominal  venous  system  was  distended  with  violet 
and  frothy  blood ;  numerous  bubbles  of  gas  were  also 
found  in  the  blood  of  the  splenic  and  portal  vein.  The 
lungs  filled  the  chest,  presenting  a  few  adhesions,  and 
some  appearances  of  emphysema;  their  colour  was 
reddish  outside,  but  of  a  deeper  tint  internally,  where 
they  presented  traces  of  considerable  sanguineous  con- 
gestion, without  infiltration  of  blood.  There  was  con- 
siderable frothy  congestion  in  the  more  depending  parts. 
The  bronchi  contained  some  whitish  frothy  mucus. 
The  abdominal  organs  presented  nothing  more  worthy 
of  notice  than  a  considerable  sanguineous  congestion  of 
the  liver,  spleen,  kidneys,  and  a  remarkable  congestion 
of  the  veins  of  the  epiploon  and  mesentery.  The 
epiploon,  was  loaded  with  fat;  the  stomach  rather 
large,  and  containing  about  half  a  glass  of  clear  colorless 
mucus.  The  intestines  were  not  opened.  The  en- 
cephalon  did  not  present  the  same  degree  of  congestion 
as  the  other  organs;  the  sinuses  of  the  dura  mater 
contained  only  a  little  liquid  blood,  not  frothy.  The 
brain  and  origin  of  the  spinal  marrow,  examined  as 
soon  as  possible,  appeared  completely  natural,  a  little 
injected  with  blood ;  no  bubbles  of  gas  appeared  in  its 
vessels. 

The  author  publishes  this  case  in  all  its  details,  as 


science  possesses  as  y  A  very  few  cases  cf  this  kind.  The 
observations  of  Morgagni,  wanting  in  details,  do  not 
allow  of  a  positive  judgment.  M.  Reyrolles,  in  two 
cases  of  death  by  haemorrhage,  found  the  blood  firoflij 
in  the  heart  and  veins. 

Finally,  M.  Ollivier  of  Angers,  published  a  caae 
{Ann.  Gen  de  Mid.,  1838)  which  leaves  no  doubt  as 
to  the  existence  of  the  disease  which  M.  Durand  Fardel 
observed  in  this  case.  A  curious  circumstance,  doubtless 
observed  before,  enabled  M.  Durand  Fardel  to  state 
the  existence  of  gas  at  the  moment  even  of  death.  The 
bleeding  performed  at  the  arm  gave  issue  for  more  than 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  blood,  which,  trickling  from  the 
vein  of  a  body  deprived  of  life,  carried  with  it  numeroiu 
bubbles  of  gas. 

To  what  cause  can  the  origin  of  this  gas  be  attributed  ? 
This  is  a  question  still  undetermined,  and  which  may  be 
perhaps  solved  at  some  future  time  by  the  chemical 
analysis  of  the  gas  found  in  the  blood.  Whatever  it 
may  be,  the  observations  of  M.  Durand  Fardel  tead  to 
prove  that  it  is  owing  to  a  spontaneous  exhalation  from. 
the  veins,  caused  by  spontaneous  alteration  in  liie 
crasis  of  the  blood,  of  which  we  are  ignorant. 

[This  case  is  still  further  important  in  its  connection 
wiUi  those  cases  of  sudden  death  after  delivery  in  which 
air  has  been  found  in  the  blood,  and  is  supposed  to 
have  entered  by  the  uterine  sinuses.  May  it  not  in 
these  cases  depend,  as  in  M.  Fardel's,  on  a  sponta- 
neous generation  of  gas  ? — Ed.  P.  J.] 
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To  the  Editors  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surffictd 
Journal. 

Sirs, — In  conversation  with  various  intelligent  mem- 
bers of  Society,  lay  as  well  as  professional,  I  find  die 
above  subject  has  attracted  considerable  attention,  and 
is  invested  with  an  interest  at  the  present  time,  wliidi 
calls  for  a  more  extended  discussion,  and  if  your  \ 
be  still  open  to  such  a  theme,  I  solicit  another  ] 
of  your  space  in  one  of  your  earliest  issues. 

When  my  former  letter,  published  in  your  jooioal  of 
the  21st  of  January,  was  penned,  I  was  not  prepared  to 
believe  that  the  noble  Chairman  of  the  CommissioBecB 
in  Lunacy  could  possibly  have  made  use  of  saach  a 
statement  as  has  been  attributed  to  him  by  the  public 
press.  It  is  reported  that  Lord  Ashley,  at  a  late  meet- 
ing in  one  of  the  midland  counties,  said  that  "  he  hoped 
to  live  to  see  the  day  when  every  private  asylum  in  the 
kingdom  would  cease  to  exist.''  Now,  Lord  Ashley,  I 
should  suppose,  notwithstanding,  his  official  relations,  is 
at  liberty  to  fully  express  his  opinions  on  this  subject^ 
freedom  of  discussion  being  the  birthright  of  every 
inhabitant  of  this  realm,  and  constituting,  indeed,  one  of 
its  main  glories ;  but  I  tiiink  you  will  agree  with  me^ 
that  it  specially  behoves  an  individual  holding  the  con- 
spicuous position  he  has  hitherto  done  in  public  esti- 
mation, to  be  cautious  as  to  the  grounds  on  wliick  he 
allows  his  actions  to  be  determined  in  any  public  i 
ment.      I  do  not;  think  any  one  does  or  csn  i 
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Lord  Aablej  oi  any  bat  the  most  honourable  motiYes 
in  Ilia  phxlanthropio  pareer,  bnt  his  judpnent  is  eqaally 
Bailie  with  that  of  aU  others  to  be  impugned ;  and  it  is 
my*  opim<m  that  the  aboTe  boM  and  rather  radical 
■tolcuimt»  lilce  the  recent  dictam  of  a  cdebnted  hmjer, 
"ttat  no  lunatic  not  dangerous  to  himself  or  others, 
■hCiM  ever  be  confined  in  a  lunatic  asylum/'  would 
lifl^  been  better  unsaid.  But  we  have  not  yet  to 
learn  that  great  men  may,  and  do  err,  and  we  must 
lefttv-his  lordship  to  answer  for  himself.  It  is  necessary 
to'efeserre,  however,  that  such  an  assefcration  coming 
frtWn  tach  a  quarter,  and  in  such  an  age,  is  cather 
atihrtling  and  significant,  and  ought  to  awaken  from 
hii'Slumbers  every  party  who  has  an  interest  at  stake  in 
tb^r-eiAstence  and  maintenance  of  a  private  asylum. 
'Wliether  intended  or  not,  ?re  seem  to  have  no  altema- 
tive  left,  than  to  look  upon  it  as  the  sounding  of  the 
toerin^  and  we  can  no  longer  with  safety  lull  ourselves 
iii"eiir  ftacied  security,  otherwise  our  strongholds  may 
be  iakea  by  surprise,  and  we  shall  be  left  to  mourn 
o^er  our  Cste  without  sympathy  and  without  redress. 
Coflsing  events  are  apt  to  cast  their  shadows  before 
tbam ;  and,  depend  upon  it,  the  day  is  portentous,  and 
it  is  high  time  to  put  on  our  armour  for  the  fight,  and 
if  w<i  can  show  that  we  have  any  measure  of  right  and 
juslke  4m  enr  side,  let  us  resolve  to  act  in  concert,  and 
iHi«4hU,.wlion  called  upon,  '*  to  die  hard."  If  public 
g,  goaded  on  by  notions  of  mistaken  philanthropy, 
determine  the  extinction  of  private  asylumsi  it  will 
be  well  to  prepare  in  time  to  make  out  our  case  for 
oompensation,  (for  our  right  to  this,  we  presume,  will 
be  as  dear  as  that  of  the  West  Indian  planters  ever  was 
to  their  twenty  millions,)  but  as  I  only  fear  that  such 
leeKng  has  not  yet  been  wrought  up  to  tins  pitch  of 
warmth  and  fanaticism,  that  it  may  be  stiU  oscillatmg 
and  perhaps  halting  between  two  opinions,  it  seems 
better,  in  the  first  instance,  that  we,  the  proprietors  of 
of  these  asylums,  should  take  some  pains  with  the  com- 
munity in  order  to  give  them  a  proper  insight  into  the 
nature  of  private  institutions  as  well  as  into  the  '*  arcana^" 
should  there  be  any,  of  their  general  management.  As 
matters  at  present  stand,  and  as  I  have  shewn  in  my 
former  letter,  the  reformers  have  certainly  had  cvery- 
tfaing  their  own  way,  the  people  having  been  admitted 
to  only  one  side  of  the  picture,  but  notwithstanding  all 
(his  .one-sidedness,  if  the  numerous  charges  against 
us  cannot  be  rebutted — cannot  be  met  by  counter- 
statements  which  may  annihilate  or  at  least  weaken 
their  power ;  and,  further,  when  we  call  to  mind  that 
our  detractors  are  active  and  we  are  passive,  I  repeat, 
our  extinction  is  nothing  more  than  a  legitimate  con- 
sequence of  our  own  supineness  and  lethargy,  and  our 
tacit  acquiesence  in  it  will  be  regarded  in  no  better 
light  than  as  an  evidence  of  our  guilt  and  self- convicted 
criminality. 

Now,  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  Lord  Ashley, 
with  his  acknowledged  character  for  caution,  would 
venture  upon  so  general  a  condemnation  of  private 
asylums  solely  on  the  strength  of  his  own  experience, 
and  it  is  an  inquiry  of  some  interest  to  us — the  proprie- 
tors, to  learn  how  his  Lordsliip  has  been  led  to  this 
conchision  ;  for  there  is  undoubtedly  involved  in  it  the 
negative  inference  that,  in  his  estimation,  the  very  prin- 
ciple of  a  private  asylum  is  essentially  defective,  that 


the  system  is  incurably  wrong,  and  admits  of  no  remedy 
but  thorough  extinction.  Certainly,  on  the  part  of  his 
Lordship,  this  is  very  bold  doctrine  to  broach,  but  the 
fumess  of  our  inference  is  undeniable.  Tiie  most  ex« 
treme  reformer  in  general  politics  could  not  exceed  it ; 
indeed  the  latter  goes  no  further  when  he  contends  that  > 
the  evils  and  power  of  an  hereditary  peerage  are  so 
great  that  they  can  ne^'er  be  counteracted  by  present 
contrivance,  and  that  there  can  be  no  true  liberty  for 
tlie  people  without  its  total  extinction ; — ^when  he  con- 
tends that  the  union  of  Church  and  State  is  accom- 
panied with  such  fearful  consequences,  that  it  is  useless 
attempting  their  reform  without  first  entirely  breaking 
off  thdr  alliance,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. ;  but  as  these  views  are 
not  participated  in  by  the  mass  of  sober  and  reasonably-  • 
minded  men,  so  in  like  manner  I  fancy  the  radical 
notions  of  his  Lordship  in  respect  to  the  irremediable 
nature  of  the  evils  of  private  asylums,  will  be  liaUe  to 
share  the  same  fate  with  the  community  in  general. 
Now,  in  the  absence  of  positive  information,  we  must 
briefly  speculate  as  to  the  mode  in  which  Lord  Ashley 
has  been  led  to  these  extreme  conclusions.  Of  course  he 
is  very  familiar  with  the  news  of  the  day,  as  well  as  the  • 
literature  of  the  age,  and  no  doubt,  he  may  have  had  a 
small  share,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  of  even  personal 
experience ;  but  I  should  say  that  the  representations, 
derived  from  these  various  sources,  highly  coloured 
though  they  have  been,  would  hardly  have  emboldened 
him  to  come  out  so  strongly,  and  we  are  driven  to 
the  unwilling  alternative  of  suspecting  (and  we  may  be 
surely  excused  suspecting,  as  suspicion  seems  the  order 
of  the  day  in  these  things)  that  the  Commissioners 
themselves  have  t>een  reporting  unfavourably  of  us  en 
nuttte  behind  the  scenes.  However,  this  may  be,  the 
noble  Ch£rman  seems  to  have  come  to  a  decision  on  the 
question,  and  to  say  the  least,  probably  more  may  be 
due  to  the  Commissioners  for  having  aided  in  the  result 
than  we  would  fein  believe. 

The  question,  however,  must  not  rest  where  it  is  i|t 
present;  there  must  be  a  more  thorough  understanding 
on  this  point;  and  Lord  Ashley,  on  consideration,  must  • 
feel  himself  called  upon  at  once  to  speak  out  more 
distinctly  the  meaning  and  scope  of  his  observation. 
This  much,  at  least,  is  due  to  the  proprietors  of  private 
asylums ;  for  really  such  an  announcement,  if  it  have 
its  legitimate  effect,  is  culculated  to  paralyze  all  their 
energies,  and  seriously  interfere  with  the  further  in- 
vestment of  capital  in  this  department  of  science.  I 
fear,  also,  it  may  come  to  have  another  and  perhaps 
more  serious  effect ;  for  it  may  be  the  means  of  throw- 
ing additional  impediments  in  the  way  of  the  Commis- 
sioners exercising  their  usual  supervision  with  efficiency 
and  satisfaction,  for  Lord  Ashley's  experience  of  man- 
kind must,  or  ought  to  have  taught  him,  tl  -*:  laws  may 
be  rendered  so  exacting  as  to  goad  people  or  rebellion ; 
that  the  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  and  we  n. ./,  perhaps, 
be  excused  saying,  even  honour,  small  though  this 
latter  may  be  in  the  breasts  of  proprietors  of  private 
asylums,  may  be  wounded,  suspicions  and  jealousies 
may  be  engendered,  and  the  respectful  feelings  hitherto 
subsisting  between  the  supervisors  and  the  supervised 
may  be  greatly  interfered  witii.  I  believe  it  is  a 
general  fact  and  rule,  admitt^  from  Grotius  downwards - 
to  Blackstone,  that  to  ensure  ready,  and  wUling,  and 
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ebedieot  compliance  to  the  lawi,  the  framers  must  take 
care  thattUey  accord,  as  far  as  possible,  with  that  Mase 
of  oommoQ  justioe  and  fidmess,  naturally  inherent  in 
BMnkiod.  The  law  of  lunacy,  strange  to  say,  in  more 
senses  than  one,  appears  destined  to  be  rendered  per- 
fect and  infallible ;  seems  singled  out  for  special  ex- 
periment. Because  insanity  refuseth  to  be  bound  in  by 
strict  definition  J— because  the  shades  of  sanity  and 
insanity  are  so  fine  that  the  most  copious  and  expressive 
language  fiuleth  to  mark  out  their  respective  bounda- 
ries ;—>becan8e  a  '*Nottidge  Case,"  will  now  and  then 
occur  on  the  scene ; — ^because,  forsooth,  these  rare  and 
exceptional  instances  have  happened  o<i  a  subject  con- 
f^Bssedly  the  most  difficult  and  abstruse  in  the  whole 
range  of  medical  or  legal  science,  has  the  whole  system  of 
management^  each  time  of  theur  occurrence,  to  be  stirred 
up  afiresh  to  its  very  foundation,  and  triumphantly 
paraded  as  an  argument  showing  the  irremediable  abuses 
of  private  establishments.  We  admit  that  painful 
cases  have  come  to  light,  and  we  profess  to  have 
humanity  enough  left  to  lament  them ;  but  we  at  the 
same  time  are  equally  sure  that  such  cases  will  occur 
again,  despite  of  the  most  refined  statutory  enactments, 
and  we  demur,  ''de  toto,"  to  the  conclusions  which 
appear  to  have  been  drawn  from  them.  I  appeal  again 
to  your  readers  whether,  with  the  view  of  preventing 
the  recurrence  of  these  things,  it  is  wise — ^it  is  necessary 
to  abolish  private  institutions  for  the  insane.  By 
parity  of  reasoning  we  should  be  called  upon  to  abolish 
the  office  of  judge  and  trial  by  jury,  because  many 
innocent  men,  as  has  been  afterwards  proved,  have 
safTered  imprisonment  and  even  death  at  their  hands  ^ 
jhrther,  shall  we  abrogate  the  Poor-Law  because  many 
instances  have  come  to  light  where  parties  have  been 
hungered  to  death  through  the  difficulties  attending  its 
satisfactory  administration  ?  Again,  why  is  the  office 
of  union -surgeon  not  extinguished,  when  it  can  be 
shown  that  in  some  few  instances  men  have  died  with- 
out being  able  to  obtain  his  services  owing  to  excessive 
engagements  ?  The  reason  is  pretty  obvious  to  men  of 
experience.  In  all  human  affiiirs  it  is  a  good  thing  to 
aim  at  perfection,  but  there  is  no  reason  in  becoming 
desperate  when  we  fail  to  attain  it  Let  abuses  as 
they  arise  be  reformed,  but  in  accordance  with  the 
dictates  of  cool  and  sober  experience.  We  repeat,  it 
would  be  very  uncandid  to  deny  that  certain  cases 
have  occurred  which  were  calculated  to  arouse  public 
attention,  or  that  many  useful  reforms  in  the  law  of 
lunacy  have  resulted  from  the  attention  of  the 
community  having  been  so  directed.  To  deny  tins 
would  be  tantamount  to  disbelieving  in  the  possibUity 
of  human  progress ;  but  public  feeling  soon  tends  to 
right  itself  and  come  to  a  due  equilibrium,  when  the 
&ct8  of  any  case  awaiting  its  decision  are  truly  and 
faithfully  represented,  without  colouring  and  without 
distortion;  but  who  can  say  that  such  has  obtained 
with  regard  to  the  subject  of  lunacy ;  indeed,  who  can 
deny  that  a  great  amount  of  pseudo-sentimentalism  and 
siawktsh  sympathy  has  been  unnecessarily  expended 
upon  it. 

We  next  approach  one  of  the  most  important  parts 
in  this  discussion.  Supposing  Lord  Ashley  succeeds  in 
his  attempt  to  annihilate  private  asylums,  it  is  very 
necessary  to  inquire  what  he  proposes  to  substitute  in 


their  place.  Does  he  intend  to  remove  private  lunaties 
to  the  county  establishments  ?  or  isJ»e  about  to  restote 
the  cottage  system,  and  store  them  up  and  down  agua 
amongst  &rm  houses  ?  or  rather,  does  he  not  purpose 
to  erect  special  institutions  by  means  of  diaritabls 
subscriptions,  and  in  the  event  of  these  failing,  by  the 
aid  of  county-rates  or  the  consolidated  fund,  something 
on  the  principle  of  the  Northampton  and  Mancfaesfcex 
Asylums;  and  when  all  this  has  been  done,  to  go  out 
into  the  highways  and  hedges,  and  compel  them  to 
come  in.  We  must  presume  that  his  Lordship  at  least 
imagines  he  sees  his  way  clearly  on  this  point,  and 
possibly  he  may  be  gifted  with  a  more  extended  visum 
than  ordinary  mortals,  but  he  must  bear  with  us  taking 
the  liberty  of  cautioning  him  as  to  the  very  delicate 
ground  on  which  he  here  treads,  and  of  expressing  our 
deepest  conviction  that  he  is  about  to  undertake  a  task 
which  will  prove  too  great  for  him. 

We  believe  it  is  a  general  rule,  as  we  have  attempted 
to  show  in  a  previous  letter,  that  there  is  a  constant 
tendency  in  mankind  to  be  jealous  of  all  establishments 
officered  by  salaried  superintendents ;  and  for  one  main 
reason,  amongst  many  others,  that  it  is  generally  dilfi- 
i  cult  to  fix  upon  a  responsible  head.  The  public  prefer 
to  deal  with  indiriduals  rather  than  a  Committee  oi 
Governors;  and  we  must  repeat  our  impression  that 
should  the  Commissioners  succeed  in  inducing  the 
Legislature  to  refuse  to  license  sny  longer  private 
institutions,  they  indulge  themselves  in  a  delusion  whea 
they  anticipate  the  day  that  persons  of  means,  or  thoee 
who  have  any  option  in  the  matter,  will  consent,  as  a 
general  rule,  to  send  their  friends  to  public  asylums. 
No  doubt  exceptional  instances  may  now  and.then  occur, 
wfaeie  the  Governors  can  meet  with  a  Tuke,  or  s 
ConoUy,  or  a  Pinel,  to  act  as  directors,  whose  hjgh 
moral  and  well-established  characters  would  at  once 
inspire  sufficient  confidence.  But  in  a  great  under- 
taking of  this  kind,  intended  to  be  adapted  for  the 
whole  community,  it  must  be  recollected  that  thrir 
main  management,  after  all,  will  have  to  be  entrusted 
to  men  of  average  attainments  and  average  feelings;— 
in  short,  to  common  fallible  humanity. 

Having  entered  so  far  into  the  general  argument,  and 
having  ventured  to  express  our  great  misgirings  as  to 
the  success  of  the  institutions  which  it  is  proposed  to 
substitute  for  those  whose  existence  time-honoured 
custom  has  long  tolerated,  if  not  sanctioned,  it  seems 
necessary  that  we  should  now  clearly  and  explicitly 
state  some  of  the  probable  reasons  which  induce  the 
public  to  prefer  private  asylums.  In  a  former  letter  we 
slightly  glanced  at  this  subject ;  but  we  propose  now  to 
enlaiige  upon  it.  And,  in  the  first  place,  we  affirm 
that  the  public  prefer  them  because  there  is  generally  one 
recognised  responsible  head,  supreme  in  control,  and 
amenable  to  no  other  authority,  and  who  is  influenced 
by  motives  of  self-interest  to  be  affable  and  approach- 
able, prompt  and  business-like  in  his  habits ; — one  who 
is  dependent  for  his  daily  bread  on  his  daily  exertion  ;— 
one  who  is  dependent  for  success  on  the  candour  and 
good  faith  which  be  observes  towards  his  patients  and 
their  friends ; — one  who  has  time  and  opportunity  to 
pay  individual  attention  to  individual  cases. 

In  the  second  place,  the  public  prefer  private 
asylums    because   they  are,    comparatively  speaking. 
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private ; — because  iihey  are  more  limited  in  extent,  and 
that,  therefore^  their  friends  can  reodve  more  special 
attention ; — because  they  believe  that  a  greater  variety 
of  diet  is  practicable  in  them; — because  they  ieel  that 
they  can  make  it  worth  the  while  of  the  proprietor  to 
grant  a  greater  number  of  little  nice  indulgences,  which 
they  conceive  will  contribute  much  to  the  invalid's 
comfort; — because  they  can  more  freely  and  oftener 
correspond  respecting  tiieir  friends ; — because  they  feel 
more  at  liberty  to  visit  (whether  judiciously  or  not  is 
another  question)  whenever  their  feelings  prompt  them 
to  such  a  course.  And,  contrast  all  these  pririleges 
and  advantages  with  those  of  an  asylum  containing 
from  300  to  500  inmates,  and  perhaps  the  public  will 
ahew  themselves  not  very  undisceming  in  imagining  that 
a  private  asylum  will  suit  their  tastes  and  views  better, 
and  prove  more  acceptable  to  their  feelings. 

That  the  above  is  no  factitious  representationr-no 
coloured  exaggeration  to  gain  an  object,  we  appeal  to 
every  medical  man  of  experience  in  these  matters; 
indeed,  to  any  one  who  has  studied  mankind,  and  who 
Imows  something  of  the  impulses  and  emotions  which 
determine  the  springs  of  human  actions.  Not  a  year 
passes  over  our  heads  but  we  receive  parties  into  ouT' 
establishment  who  might  have  obtained  admission  into 
the  county  one  (and  if  our  fiees  were  less,  we  feel  that 
"we  should  receive  many  more^  ;  but  the  friends  prefer 
to  try  them  for  a  few  months  with  us  previously  to  their 
SMiopting  this,  in  their  opinion,  extreme  course,  and 
they  make  great  exertions  to  maintain  them ;  and  the 
reasons  assigned  on  their  part  are  embodied  in  the 
statements  above  made. 

We  cannot  well  conclude  this  letter  without  briefly 
alluding  to  the  proposals  recently  set  forth  by  Dr. 
Henry  Munro,  although  we  feel  that  we  might  safely 
leave  him  in  the  hands  of  your  correspondent  E.  B., 
"who,  if  not  so  wordy,  has  at  least  shewn  himself 
greatly  his  superior  in  experience  and  wisdom.  We 
liave  really  no  wish  to  impugn  the  purity  of  motive, 
•or  suspect  the  disinterested  nature,  of  the  benevolent 
aspirations  which  seem  to  have  actuated  Dr.  Munro  in 
Ills  present  course;  but  he  should  recollect  that  in  a 
movement  of  moment  it  is  as  necessary  to  use  the  head 
aa  the  heart,  otherwise  we  shall  be  apt  to  make  very 
poor  and  profitless  adrisers.  He  might  also  have  been 
induced  to  act  more  cautiously  by  recollecting  that  he 
is  the  scion  of  a  family  long  distinguished  in  this 
department  of  knowledge,  and  that  there  devolves  upon 
him  the  maintenance  of  the  honour  of  a  character  so 
well  and  so  richly  earned.  His  reasons  for  increased 
supervision  are,  in  our  opinion,  of  the  most  flimsy  and 
gratuitous  description,  and  make  us  disingenuous  enough  •■ 
to  stamp  them  at  once  as  the  concoction  of  the  cabinet, 
and  not  the  offspring  of  calm  and  sober  experience. 
Your  space  will  certainly  not  permit  of  our  entering 
Into  detail ;  but,  like  E.  B.,  we  b^  to  give  an  unquali- 
fied  contradiction  to  each  and  every  one  of  his  four 
propositions;  and  we  cannot  restrain  ourselves  from 
saying  that  the  appointment  of  any  Assistant-Commis- 
sioner in  Lunacy  would  be  a  piece  of  the  most  jobbish, 
meddlesome,  and  unnecessary  legislation,  in  a  small 
way,  that  was  ever  palmed  upon  an  unsuspicious  and 
industrious  people ;  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  not  a 
sixpence  of  our  hardly  earned  income-tax  will  ever  be 


misappropriated  to  such  a  purpose.  We  have  super- 
lidon  enough.  If  six  or  seven  clandestine  visits  in 
the  course  of  a  year,  by  parties  endowed  with  such 
tremendous  powers  as  the  present  Commissioners,  are 
not  adequate  to  regulate  and  keep  in  respectable  order 
lunatic  asylums,  and  prevent  the  creeping  in  of  exces- 
sive abuses,  the  sooner  the  extinguisher  is  applied  the 
better.  The  public,  we  believe,  if  let  alone,  are 
sufficiently  satisfied  with  the  protection  afforded  to  the 
liberty  of  the  subject  by  the  last  Act  of  Parliament. 
We  never  recollect  an  instance  in  which  any  party  to 
whom  we  have  been  called  upon  fully  to  explain  the 
safeguards  established  by  law  to  protect  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  from  improper  confinement,  has  considered 
them  inadequate ;  but  we  have  a  very  distinct  remem- 
brance of  a  case  (for  it  happened  very  recently)  where 
an  affectionate  brother  of  high  moral  character,  and  of 
considerable  mercantile  notoriety,  whilst  performing  the 
painful  duty  of  consigning  a  near  relative  to  our  care, 
observed  that  he  thought  such  extreme  supervision 
must  be  unnecessary  in  private  asylums,  but  perhaps 
called  for  in  public  institutions.  On  requesting  him  to 
state  his  reasons  for  this  conclusion,  which  we  informed 
him  was  opposed  to  that  of  many  very  humane  men 
at  the  present  day,  he  replied  "  that  a  regard  for  char- 
acter and  worlcUy  success  should  do  much  towards 
ensuring  proper  and  humane  treatment  of  private 
patients." 

We  shall  dismiss  for  the  present  this  part  of  the 
subject  by  candidly  observing  that  our  experience 
iodines  us  to  the  belief  that  the  inspection  of  lunatic 
asylums  will  always  prove  a  rather  difficult  as  well  aa 
delicate  task,  and  will  probably  never  be  rendered  so 
perfect  as  fully  to  meet  the  whims,  and  caprices,  and 
fastidious  tastes  of  certain  gentlemen  who  sit  at  home 
in  their  easy  chairs,  and  who  are  seldom  seen  on  the 
field  of  battle ;  and  this  difficulty  will  attach  whether 
the  establishments  be  private  or  public ;  for  we  profess 
to  know  even  something  of  the  internal  management  of 
the  latter,  and  therefore  would  warn  our  detractors  in 
pointing  them  out  to  us  as  paragons  of  perfection. 
Much  will  always  have  to  depend  on  the  good  sense 
and  moral  attributes  of  the  medical  superintendent; 
and  the  public  have  penetration  enough  to  see  this. 
But  we  have  certainly  our  doubts  as  to  the  soundness 
of  the  principle  of  inspection  which  is  pursued  at  the  - 
present  day.  We  believe  that  inspection  is  necessary, 
and  if  properly  executed  cannot  fail  to  do  good.  We 
beKesre  that  all  reasonable  suggestions  of  the  Commis- 
sioners will  be  received  in  a  proper  spirit  by  proprietors 
of  these  houses;— that  they  will  be  thankful  for  any 
novel  plans  which  may  be  submitted  to  them  to  assist 
them  in  the  discharge  of  their  onerous  duties;  but  why 
allow  themselves  to  be  egged  on  to  anything  even 
approaching  an  undignified  course  by  the  current 
fashion  of  the  day  of  making  molehills  into  moun- 
tains ? — why  come  down  upon  us  predetermined  to  find 
fault  ?-— why  plant  themselves  in  different  departments 
of  the  house  and  cross-question  our  domestics,  with  the 
obvious  intent  of  eliciting  inconsistent  reports?— 
why  deny  the  superintendent  credit  for  some  few 
grains  of  conscience  and  integrity  of  purpose?  We 
question  either  the  furness  or  phUosophy  of  this 
system ;  and  we  are  glad  to  say  that  we  cannot  yet  go 
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this  length  in  onr  belief  in  the  depravity  of  human 
mature.  The  banker  tmsts  his  clerks  with  bags  of 
gol^l  • — the  money-reoelTer  at  the  entrance  of  a  restau- 
fant,  entertaining  hundreds,  takes  your  word  and  state- 
ment ;  and  experience  seems  to  warrant  a  continuance 
of  the  plan.  But^  lo !  the  proprietor  of  a  lunatic 
asylum  must  not  be  entrusted  with  even  the  honour 
and  confidence  awazded  to  the  frequenter  of  a  pot- 
house. 

Before  we  conclude  you  will  perhaps  Indulge  us  with 
one  word  in  reference  to  Dr.  H.  Munro's  scheme  for 
establishing  asylums  for  t|ie  middle  classes ;  and  we  are 
Borry  that  we  cannot  consider  him  here  any  more  happy 
than  in  his  arguments  for  increased  supervision.     Dr. 
H.  Munro  must  really  suffer  from  a  morbid  overflowing 
of  benevolence.     The  sum  and  substance  of  his  appeal 
amounts  to  this, — that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to 
erect  asylums  for  the  middle  classes,  because  their 
limited  resources  render  it  difficult  for  them  to  main- 
tain lieir  friends  at  private  ones ;  and  it  wounds  their 
feeling  of  pride  to  be  accommodated  at  the  expense  of 
the  county.     Now,  abstractedly  considered,  we  dare 
scarcely  deny  the  truth  and  reasonableness  of  these 
propositions  i  but  we  think  we  are  sate  in  contending 
that  it  would  be  equally  a  good  thing  to  subscribe  a 
large  fund  to  assist  the  middle  classes  to  pay  their 
ordinary  doctors'  bills,  their  lawyers'  bills,  and  their 
Government  taxes;— *to    assist   the  bereft  widow  in 
bringing  up  her  fatherless  children,  and  keeping  them 
from  the  workhouse; — in  short,  a  fund  to  assist  every 
man,  woman,  and  child  in  this  kingdom  who  have  the 
nsual  worldly  difficulties  to  contend  with.      But  we 
would  ask,  is  there  no  danger  that  such  a  fund  is 
calculated  to  strike  at  the  root  of  our  national  great- 
ness, and  undermine  its  very  essence,  namely, — self- 
reliance  and  independence  of  feeling;   for  who,  with 
such  resources  at  command,  would  long  impute  these 
noble  principles  as  virtues?      Nay,    would  not  the 
inevitable  result  of  such  a  fund  be  reckless  dissipation 
and  hopeless  improvidence.     We  are  here  reminded  of 
a  sentiment,  to  which  at  times  we  are  half  inclined  to 
subscribe,  the  remark  of  a  celebrated  foreigner,  who, 
on    having  had  pointed  out  to  him  our    numerous 
hospitals  and  benevolent  institutions,  as  specimens  of 
our  national  greatness  and  pride,  replied,  that  he  should 
rather  look  upon  them  as  evidences  of  national  disgrace, 
for  they  indicate  one  or  other  of  three  things, — either 
that  the  people  are  very  idle,  or  very  improvident  and 
dissipated,  or  the  rewards  of  labour  are  very  unfairly 
and  unequally  distributed  amongst  them. 

To  say  the  least,  our  Saxon  blood  recoils  at  the  very 
idea  of  pauperismg  the  middle  classes  of  England  for 
this  purpose,  and  rendering  them  recipients  of  charity. 
True  benevolence,  Dr.  H.  Munro  may  rest  assured,  will 
always  find  abundant  scope  for  exercise.  Too  many 
objects,  we  fear,  for  its  gratification  are  constantly 
falling  out  in  complicated  societies  like  ours,  without 
devising  means  for  their  artificial  creation ;  and  it  has 
really  become  a  question  with  us  whether  indiscriminate 
alinflgiving  or  unlimited  selfishness  be  attended  with 
greater  evils  to  society.  We  feel  that  the  best  and 
soundest  part  of  benevolence  consists  in  readily 
adopting  all  those  political  expedients  which  tend  to 

beget  industry  and  exertion  amongst  the  people,  and  to 


ensure  a  proper  and  equable  distribution  amongst  diem 
of  the  fruits  of  their  labour;  and  that  excessive  alms* 
giving  is  only  a  very  secondary  ingredient  in  the  philo- 
sophy of  social  Improvement. 

To  conclude,  our  task  has  been  a  very  ungmdous 
one  of  having  to  set  ourselves  in  seeming  opposition  ia 
principles  and  practices  which,  when  properly  carried 
out  under  the  guidance  of  reason  and  judgment,  reflect 
infinite  credit  on  our  very  race,  and  constitute,  indeed, 
some  of  the  great  redeeming  traits  in  our  fallen  natore. 
But  the  sense  of  duty  not  unfrequently  works  in 
antagonism  to  the  feelings  of  the  heart;  and  we  have 
only  enunciated  what  we  believe  to  be  based  on  equity 
and  truth. 

I  remain,  yours,  very  obediently, 

AN  ADMIRER  OF  TRUTH. 


ON  UTERINE  HAEMORRHAGE. 

2b  the  Editars  qfthe  Provincial  Medical  and  Swrgieat 
Joumai» 
Gbntlkmbn,— I  was  much  interested  in  the  perusal 
of  the  paper  on  *'  Uterine  Haemorriiage"  by  Mr.  King, 
contained  in  your  journal  of  the  31st  ultimo,  but  was 
somewhat  surprised  he  made  no  mention,  amongst  other 
means  for  the  treatment  of  internal  uterine  haemorrhage 
of  the  injection  of  cold  water  into  *the  carity  of  the 
uterus,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  permanent  con- 
traction of  that  organ,  after  the  expulsion    of  the 
placenta.    In  three  cases  of  internal  haemorrhage  I 
have  applied  cold  water  in  this  way,  with  the  most 
complete  success,  and  unattended  with  any  unfavour- 
able symptoms  afterwards.    In  one  of  them  napkinSp 
saturated  with  cold  water,  placed  on  the  abdomen  and 
pubes,  and  pressure  with  the  hand  over  the  fundus 
uteri,  had  been  applied  for  some  time,  but  with  the 
effect  only  of  retarding,    not  stopping,  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  organ.    Having  sent  for  a  syringe,  I 
injected  a  quantity  of  cold  water  into  the  cavity,  and 
immediately  perfect  contraction  ensued.     It  is  imma- 
terial whetiier  a  common  enema  syringe  or  an  elastic 
bottie  be  used  for^e  purpose,  provided  the  tube  be 
sufficientiy  long  to  be  carried  completely  within  the  oa 
uteri;  by  this  method  the  uterus  is  thoroughly  emptied 
of  its  conte&ts,  not  leaving,  as  is  frequentiy  done  after 
the  application  of  cold  externally,   a  large  coagulum 
within,  which,  undergoing  decomposition,  causes  offen- 
sive lochia,  and  not  infrequently  uterine  phlebitis ;  and 
it  is  also  less  likely  to  be  followed  by  serious  conse- 
quences than  the  introduction  o^the  hand  within  the 
uterus,  as  recommended  by  some  authors,   although 
Mr.  King  says  "  the  only  contracting  power  in  this 
case  (internal  haemorrhage  after  delivery)  is  cold  water."  • 

With  regard  to  the  action  of  the  secale  cornutum,  I 
think  it  has  certainly  the  power  of  originating  uterine 
action,  not  merely  of  stimulating  it,  but  the  doee 
requires  to  be  frequentiy  repeated,  and  is  undoubtedly 
more  efficacious  when  combined  with  biborate  of  soda 
recommended  by  Dr.  Rigby. 

I  am,  gentlemen. 

Yours  very  truly, 

F.  P.  C. 
April  3,  1852. 
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THE  NEW  MEDICAL  REFORM  BILL 
THE  TITLE  OF  DOCTOR. 


AND 


7b  ihe  Ediior  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  iSurgical 
Journal, 
Sn^— I  perceive  that  the  New  Medical  Reform  Bill 
U  particularly  fiutidious  with  respect  to  the  use  of  the 
title  of  Doctor.  No  one  shall  use  it,  says  the  Bill^  who 
has  not  an  undoubted  right  to  it. 
-  Now,  Sir,  if  the  Sgwret  of  the  country  were  as 
futidious  and  particular  as  regards  their  title— £f^tre, 
which  is  a  territorial  title,  and  as  much  a  title  of  honour 
as  Saron,  Count,  or  Duke.  How  would  your  corres- 
pondents, who  use  that  title,  without  any  real  right  to 
it,  feel? 

Every  blue-bottle  doctor,  now-a-days^  sets  up  for 
being  an  Eipnre,  many  of  them  not  knowing  that  they 
are  using  a  title  of  honour;  yet  the  real  Squires  say 
nothing  in  the  way  of  objection,  but  on  the;;contrary, 
often  courteously  address  their  medical  attendants, 
however  humble  their  grade  may  be,  by  that  title. 

The  barrister  and  the  M.D.,  are  by  law  Eequires,  as 
the  attorney  is  a  Gentleman;  and  as  such  they  rank  in 
society ;  but  the  apothecary  or  the  surgeon  is  not  an 
Bsqmre  In  right  of  his  profiession,  and  their  using  that 
title  is  as  great  an  usurpation  and  intrusion  as  using 
the  title  of  Doctor, 

Nowj  Sir,  I  would  suggest  to  you,  not  to  be  so  ex- 
clusive about  the  use  of  the  title— Doc/or.  It  is  a  con- 
venient title  for  the  medical  attendant,  and  I  see  no 
reason  why  physicians  should  have  a  monopoly  of  it. 

The  people  always  wiU  say  "  our  doctor,' *  whether 
their  Doctor  be  physician,  surgeon  or  apothecary,  and  I 
think  the  medical  attendant  should  have  the  privilege 
of  styling  himself  by  the  title  the  people  ordinarily  give 
him,  whatever  his  grade  may  be.  But  then,  again,  as 
you  are  going  to  have  only  one  scale  of  education  for  all 
medical  men,  this  distinction  aboii^t  title  is  the  less 
tenable  in  your  scheme.  Some  may,  having  passed  the 
examination,  join  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  some 
the  College  of  Surgeons,  whilst  others  wiU  remain 
general  practitioners ;  but  if  they  are  to  be  educated 
aHke  this  invidious  distinction  of  tiUe  would  be  unjust. 
Let  them  all  be  doctors,  for  doctor  is  the  titie  the  public 
will  give  them ;  and  to  keep  it' from  being  a  nickname, 
let  it  be  their  rightful  title. 

But  it  is  intended'  that  those  who  may  select  to  join 
the  C<^leges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  respectively, 
shall  have  to  undergo  another  examination;  if  60> 
your  Medical  Reform  will  make  little  or  no  change 
beyond  a  superseding  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  in  its 
functions  of  examining  and  giving  a  licence  to  practise. 
All  tnose  under  the  new  law  who  shall  not  have  joined 
the  Colleges,  will  be  looked  upon  as  mere  apothecaries 
under  some  other  title— a  title  it  appears  not  yet  settled 
on,  but  that  titie  as  the  act,  or  rather  proposed  act 
implies,  must  not  be  doctor.  Nor  can  it  be  surgeon, 
for  the  using  of  that  titie  would  be  a  usurpation,  without 
the  diploma  of  the  College. 

When  I  was  young  there  was  a  medical  practitioner 
who  kept  a  shop  in  a  certain  city,  and  he  had  on  the 
door  his  name,  with  surgeon-apothecary  and  midwife 
after  it.     It  so  happened  that  he  was  a  good-looking 


fellow,  and  that  a  wealthy  heiress  feU  in  love  with  him, 
and  married  him.  He  took  her  name,  and  having 
moved  into  a  neighbouring  square,  put  it  on  his  door 
after  his  own  name,  but  no  surgeon-apothecary  or 
manwife.  His  own  name  was  Davis,  the  wife's  maidai 
name,  which  he  adopted,  was  Issadore,  rather  an 
uncommon  name  no  doubt,  and  many  of  his  patients 
seeing  that  the  former,  tities  were  no  longer  on  his 
door,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Issadore  was  a  new 
technical  word,  meaning  surgeon,  apothecary,  and 
midwife  altogether. 

It  is,  I  submit.  Sir,  just  such  a  word  we  want  as  a 
titie  for  the  new-fangled  practitioners,  if  the  use  of  the 
titie  of  Doctor  is  to  be  prohibited.  But  I  am  for  tho 
good  old  titie  of  Doctor;  it  means  all,  and  it  is  short 
and  handy,  and  every  one  has  it  by  heart,  and  will 
apply  it  to  the  medical  attendant  in  spite  of  all  the 
penal  laws  you  can  enact. 

Your  constant  reader, 

M.D.,  EniK. 

London,  April  3,  1852. 


MEDICAL  BENEVOLENT  FUNDS  AND 
COLLEGE. 

Tb  the  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 
Sir,— By  the  exertions  of  Messrs.  Newnham,  Daniell, 
and  Propert,  the  subject  of  Medical  Benevolent  and 
Provident  Funds  or  Societies  has  at  length  been  forced 
upon  the  attention  of  the  profession,  and  a  decided 
conviction  of  their  necessity  and  utility  established. 
This  result,  upon  which  I  sincerely  congratulate  those 
gentlemen,  would,  I  believe,  have  been  much  sooner 
realised  had  they  not  ignored  the  existence  of  numerous 
societies  which  have  been  long  established,  and  have 
accomplished  a  large  amount  of  benefit  in  their  different 
spheres.  My  object  at  the  present  time  is  not  to  discuss 
the  peculiar  claims  of  the  purely  Benevolent  Fund  w^ch 
is  advocated  with  untiring  zeal  by  Mr.  Newnham,  o^e 
society  of  a  mixed  character  so  ably  supported  by  Mr. 
Daniell,  but,  having  satisfied  myself  as  to  the  merits  of 
the  Medical  Benevolent  College  proposed  by  Mr.  Propert, 
to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Council  of  that 
College,  and  the  different  County  Medical  Benevolent 
Societies,  a  plan  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  will,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  promotes  and  expe(1itcs  the 
establishment  of  the  College,  increase  the  usefulness  of 
the  local  societies  without  interfering  with  their  indi- 
viduality or  independence. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  College  shall  afford  accommo- 
dation for  100  pensioners,— who  shall  possess  an  income 
of  £15  a  year  each,— and  a  school  for  100  boys. 

The*  estimated  outiay  for  site  and  the  requisite 
buildings  is  jg20,000. 

The  annual  expenditure  is  estimated  at  £1500. 
This  gives  an  outlay  of,  £200  capital  for  each  pen- 
sioner and  scholar,  and  an  annual  cost  of  £15  for  each 
scholar. 

No  mode  of  electing  or  appointing  the  pensioners  and 
scholars  has  as  yet  l^n  proposed.  The  combination 
of  election  and  nomination  appears  tome  to  be  denrable 
and  practicable.  A  certain  number  of  appointment* 
should  be  filled  up  by  the  votes  of  the  subscribers 
of  less  than  £200,  and  every  individual  or  society 
subscribing  £200  and  upwards  should  have  the  right 
to  nominate  one  pensioner  and  one  scholar  for  every 
£200  subscribed,  subject  to  the  conditions  that  every 
pensioner  so  nominated  should  be  possessed  of,  or  have 
guaranteed  for  him,  the  sum  of  £15  a  year,  and  that 
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for  every  scholar  so  nominated  the  sum  of  £lb  ahall  be 
paid  yearly. 

The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  and  Treasurer  of 
every  society  subscribing  to  be  ex  officio  members  of 
the  Council. 

I  lespectfiilly  submit  this  scheme  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Council  of  the  Medical  College,  believing  it  will 
harmonize  with  the  steps  already  taken,  and  tend  to 
facilitate  and  hasten  the  accomplishment  of  their  beneTO- 
lent  object. 

There  are  several  County  Benevolent  Societies  existing, 
which  have  accomplished,  and  continue  to  confer,  a 
a  large  amount  of  benefit  in  their  several  localities.  I 
will  take  the  Kent,  with  which  1  am  connected,  as  a 
specimen  of  them.  The  remarks  which  apply  to  this 
will  most  probably  apply  to  the  others. 

The  Kent  Medical  Benevolent  Society  was  established 
in  the  year  1787.  The  amount  of  capital  accumulated 
in  the  year  1851  was  jf6450  in  three  per  cent, 
consols,  (which  sum  is  on  no  account  to  be  diminished 
below  j^3300  stock,)  producing  an  annual  income  of 
:^186.  8s.  Id.  The  number  of  members  at  the  same 
period  was  141,  who  subscribe  j6'l.  Is.  each  annually, 
making  J^148.  Is.,  thus  giving  an  annual  income  of 
j^334.  98.  Id. 

The  number  of  members  deceased  is  162,  of  whom 
forty,  or  nearly  twenty-five  per  cent.,  have  received 
assistance  to  the  amount  of  jf  10,827.  15s.  'since  the 
establishment  of  the  society.  The  number  of  recipients 
have,  on  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years,  been  8.5, 
who  have  received  annual  grants  to  the  amount  of  j^225. 
The  grants  made  in  1851  were,  £%h  each  to  four  widows, 
j^30  each  to  two  widows,  and  ji^lO  towards  the  educa- 
tion of  the  son  of  a  deceased  member^  making  a  total 
of  £210. 

I  think  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  Sodety  ought 
to  take  into  their  serious  consideration,  the  policy  of 
increasing  their  capital  without  any  scheme  for  its 
ultimate  appropriation.  Should  the  Council  of  the 
College  adopt  the  plan  proposed,  I  should  recommend 
that  the  sum  of  j^lOOO  should  be  subscribed  to  that 
institution.  This  would  reduce  the  annual  income  by 
Mpmething  less  than  j^32,  but  would  afford  the  means 
m  granting  a  house  and  home  to  five  individuals,  and 
securing  a  good  education  and  board  to  five  young  per- 
sons, at  a  cost  of  £lb  each,  or  j^50  less  than  it  could 
otherwise  be  obtained  for.  Should  the  ten  nominations 
be  filled  up,  and  the  Society  pay  the  whole  of  the  pen- 
sions— viz.  j^l50  a  year — there  will  still  be  an  income 
of  ;^150  to  appropriate  to  those  cases  which  it 
would  be  desirable  and  necessary  to  assist  as-  hereto- 
fore, and  which,  judging  from  the  past,  would  be  amply 
sufficient  for  the  purpose.  It,  however,  by  no  means 
follows,  that  the  Society  should  in  every  case  pay  the 
pension  for  their  scholars ;  a  nomination  would  in  many 
instances  be  a  great  assistance.  The  necessary  regula- 
tions for  the  appropriation  of  these  nominations  would 
of  course  be  framed  by  the  Society. 

The  adoption  of  this  proposition  would,  I  feel  con- 
vinced, increase  and  extend  the  means  of  usefulness, 
without  in  the  least  involving  the  independent  action  of 
the  Society,  which  is  essential  to  its  permanent  existence 
and  support.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  actual 
number  of  societies  existing,  but  I  may  mention  the 
London,  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich,  the  Hertford  and 
Essex,  the  Surrey,  the  Kent,  and  one  in  Yorkshire,  I 
believe.  A  subscription  of  i^lOOO  each  from  these 
would  produce  one-fourth  of  the  required  capital ! 

If  by  these  observations  the  parties  interested  should 
be  induced  to  adopt  the  propositions  severally  made,  and 
thus  hasten  the  consummation  of  a  great  and  good 
work,  I  shall  be  gratified  thereby,  and  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Dover,  March,  1852.  GEO.  SOULBY. 


3ffieiiiral  Sirtellignia, 


APPOINTMENTS. 
Mr.  Joseph  Maclise,  F.R.C.S.,  has  just  been  elected 
Assistant-surgeon  to  the  University  College  Hospital, 
in  the  vacancy  occasionod  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
William  Cadge. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  Members  of 
the  CoUege  on  Monday,  April  5th:  — Dr.  Henry 
Folkard,  Old  Brompton;  Dr.  Liebermann,  Clapham 
Road;  Dr.  Front,  Royal  Hospital,  Chelsea;  Dr. 
Salter,  Montague  Street,  Russell  Square.  Also  Dr. 
Osbom,  Southampton,  was  admitted  an  Eztn- 
Licentiate. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
the  26th  ultimo :— Richard  Sumner  Fowler,  Bath; 
Henry  Homer  Grainger,  Skipton-in-Craven,  Yorka; 
William  Harboard,  Hull;  Frederick  Ashton  Heath, 
Manchester;  William  James,  Newport,  Monmouth- 
shire ;  John  Lister  Bertram  King,  Belgrave  Square; 
Samuel  Buckland  Mitchell,  Kingston-upon-'Iluunes ; 
Constantino  Casidi  Reade,  Army. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  also  admitted  on  the 
2nd  instant  .—John  Mathew  Burke,  London;  George 
William  Carr,  Kincardine,  Upper  Canada;  Charles 
Richard  Crossley,  Ashby-de-la-Zouch,  Leicestershire; 
John  Brraidon  Curgenven,  Highgate;  WUliam  Evans, 
Anglesey;  William  Richard  Grylis,  Sydney,  New 
South  Wales;  William  Haynes,  Hon.  East  India 
Company's  Service,  Bengal  j  Iberson  Izod,  Birmingham ; 
William  Young  Geeves,  Sharrow  Grange,  Y^orkshirc; 
Charles  Lee,  Woodbridge,  Suffolk;  Robert  Francis 
Symmons,  Bures,  Suffolk. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  the  25th  ultimo  :-— 
Thomas  George  David  Davies,  St.  Andrew's  Coert^ 
Holbom  Hill;  Samuel  Drew,  Cornwall;  Alfred 
Freer,  Stourbridge,  Worcestershire;  John  Hemming, 
Kimbolton;  Alfred  Jackson;  John  Moysey  Bartlett 
Langworthy,  Modbury,  Devon;  Patrick  James 
MuUarky,  Margate;  John  Vinall,  Sutton  Plaoe, 
Hackney ;  John  Wilcox,  Birmingham. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  also  admitted  on 
April  1st :— William  Field  Bellin,  Great  Yarmouth; 
George  Vause  Birks,  Manchester;  Thomas  QuiUer 
Couch,  Polpero,  Cornwall ;  Charles  Richard  Crossley, 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch;  Alfred  Hedger,  South  Street, 
West  Square;  Arthur  Robert  Lomax,  Hereford; 
Henry  John  Davis  Mathews,  Denmark  Hill;  Joseph 
Dunn  Nelson,  Exeter;  Thomas  White,  Chester. 


Erratum.— In  Mr.  King's  paper  "On  Uterine 
Haemorrhage,"  in  our  last  Jourruil,  page  168,  second 
column,  20  lines  from  the  bottom,  for  **  on  dividing 
the  head"  read  "  on  dividing  the  cord,** 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications  have  been  received  finom  Mr.  Perceval, 

Justitia,  Mr.  West,  Dr.  Russell,  and  Dr.  Nelson. 
Stockport  Midical  Sociefy. —The  resolutions  passed  at 

the    monthly  meeting    of   the    Stockport  Medical 

Society,  upon  the  Medical  Reform  Bill,    will  be 

inserted  in  our  next. 
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CLINICAL  LECTURES 

ON  THE 

PBACTICE    OF    PHYSIC, 

THBATBB  OF  QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  BIKMINOHAM. 

By  DAVID  NELSON,  M.D.,  Edin., 

fhftltitm  Utkt9»ef*9BgviM,  andPr^ettor  of  CUniecliledieinf,  f «. 


lectube    xiv. 

On  thb  Mo&bid  Conditions  of  the  Urinart 
Organs. 

Gentlemen, — Whilo  dwelling,  in  the  last  lecture, 
vpon  the  affections  of  the  bowels,  we  had  to  consider 
one  channel  of  excrementitious  discharge,  though  oer- 
tunly  even  the  lower  gats  are  not  altogether  mere 
oondait  pipes  of  bodily  waste,  but  are  also  the  seat  of 
iondry  acts  of  secretion  and  absorption  which  seem 
Rqoisite  for  perfecting  the  process  of  digestion.  They 
an  only,  therefore,  partly  excrementitious,  and  their 
purifying  functions  are  limited  to  those  cruder  and 
more  insoluble  forms  of  carbon  and  the  earths  which 
are  not  capable  of  being  eliminated  through  the  lungs^ 
the  skin^  or  the  kidneys. 

These  latter  organs,  of  which  I  am  now  about  to 

speak    in    connection   with    their     more    mechanical 

appendages,  are  purely  and  entirely  an  apparatus  of 

excretion,  and  nothing  passes  through  them  naturally 

.    excepting  the  results  of  bodily  decay,  or  such  matters 

as  are  entirely  useletts  to  the  animal  economy.     Thus, 

you  are  aware,  that  almost  all  the  organic  compounds 

which  enter  the  body  are  resolvable,  ultimately,  into 

carbonic  add  and  ammonia,  along  with  an  admixture 

of  earthy  and  alkaline  salts.     The  cruder  refuse  of  the 

ibod  (that  which  is  never  assimilated  at  all)  passes,  as 

just  observed,  by  the  intestines.     Those  elements  which 

go  to  constitute  the  chyle,  after  being  mixed  with  the 

TBDOOB   blood — ^and   more    thoroughly  so  within  the 

heart — enter  the  lungs  to  be  formed  into  blood  fit  for 

reparative  purposes.      At  this  stage  of  the  process, 

however,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  oleaginous  or 

other  carbonized  particles  are  decomposed,  with  a  view 

to  the  maintenance  of  the  animal  heat ;  and  one  of  the 

reanlta  of  this  smothered  combustion  is  a  formation  of 

earbonic  acid  gas,  which  is  evolved  from  the  lungs.     In 

this  manner,  about  eight  ounces  of  carbon  are  climated 

by  a  moderate-sized  man  in  twenty-four  hours.      A 

woman,  while  menstruating,  discharges  much  less,  but 

oomee  np  to  the  male  standard  both  before  and  after 

her  period  of  uterine  activity.     Now,  after  the  blood 

lies  left  the  lungs  in  an  arterialized  slate,  we  are  to  bear 

in  mind  that  almost  all  its  waste,  as  well  as  that  of  the 

EMre  solid  tisanes  (^oepting  such  as  is  evolved  in  the 

invisible  perspiration),  has  next  to  be  carried  off  by  the 

kidneys.      In  the  perspiration  we  only  find  a  few  alka- 

Ifaie  salts  and  some  oil ;  and  as  the  bile  secreted  by'the 

Irer  is'  not  an  effete  matter,  but  is  destined  to  subserve 

faiioos  important  purposes  in  the  economy,  it  is,  as  yon 

v«.nuAiias«^  ISM. 


see,  to  the  kidneys  alone  that  we  must  chiefly  look  for 
the  purification  of  the  vitiated  venous  blood,  in  so  far 
as  regards  the  elements  above-mentioned ;  and  not  only 
so,  but  all  other  soluble  matters  which  may  pass 
unchanged  into  the  blood  do  here  also  find  vent. 
Thus,  on  the  assumption  of  soda,  potass,  iodine,  or 
any  such  matter,  it  will  soon  be  found  in  the  urine. 
The  colouring  matter  of  the  bile  will  also  escape  by  this 
channel,  and,  in  morbid  states  of  the  blood  or  kidneys, 
sugar  and  albumen. 

Let  us  now  briefly  consider  the  physiological  nature 
and  constitution  of  these  wonderful  organs  and  their 
appendages,  upon  which  the  safety  of  the  frame  so 
.completely  depends.  Tracing  the  apparatus  from  the 
orifice  of  the  urethra,  we  first  find  a  passage,  lined  with 
mucous  membrane,  and  encircled  by  muscular  bands  of 
minute  dimensions,  the  whole  being  enclosed  by  the 
usual  areolar  tissue.  This  passage,  at  its  junction  with 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  presents  to  us  a  very  powerful 
sphyncter  muscle,  naturally  capable  of  preventing  the 
escape  of  the  urine,  except  under  the  motion  of  the 
will.  So  far  it  is  a  voluntary,  or  may  be  called  a  semi- 
voluntary,  muscle ;  for  while,  to  a  certain  extent,  it  is 
subject  to  the  will,  there  is  a  point  of  resistance  at 
which  even  the  will  is  incapable  of  controlling  it.  The 
same  observation  applies  to  the  muscular  bands  of  the 
bladder  itself,  which  is  to  be  viewed  merely  as  a  con- 
venient reservoir  in  the  animal  economy  to  preserve  us 
from  the  constant  distillation  that  would  otherwise  be 
going  on  externally.  The  bladder  is  also  lined  with  a 
continuation  of  the  above  mucous  membrane,  under- 
neath which  we  find  a  beautiful  work  of  encircling  and 
inteTlacing  pale  muscular  fibres,  invested,  as  usual,  with 
areolar  tissue, .  which  is  again  covered  with  a  serous 
coat  (the  peritoneum),  except  where  it  is  attached  in 
front,  behind^  and  inferiorly,  to  other  organs  in  its 
neighbourhood.  Towards  the  upper  and  back  part  of 
this  bladder  we  find  the  openings  of  the  nrcters,  which 
narrow  passages  may  next  be  traced  np  to  the  kidneys 
being  of  similar  structure  to  the  urethra  and  other 
mucous  ducts.  At  their  termination,  we  discover  the 
kidneyii  lying  upon  the  lumbar  muscles,  and  embedded 
within  those  masses  of  suet  which  are  commonly  found  in 
this  situation.  They  lie  outside  of  the  folds  of  the  peri- 
toneum, with  which  they  have  no  connection,  and  may, 
therefore,  he  said  to  be  not  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdc 
men,  but  in  a  peculiar  cavity  of  their  own — the  renal 
cavity,  let  us  say.  The  shape  and  size  of  these  organs 
need  not  be  described  to  you, — ^they  are  too  familiar  to 
every  one  present ;  and  I  shall  confine  myself  still  to 
tracing  the  excreting  passages  upwards  until  we  come 
to  the  ultimate  vesicles  and  tubules  which  are  the  seat 
of  elimination.  We  find,  then,  that  the  ureter  proceeds 
from  that  small  reservoir  at  the  inner  side  of  the  kidn^, 
called,  in  its  different  turnings,  the  pelvis,  the  infdn- 
dibula,  and  the  calyces  *,  and  that,  into  this  irregular 
reservoir  dip  certain  conical  mammillse,  these  being 
simply  bundles  of  tubules,  which,  distilling  their  eon- 
tents  tkrOHgh  the  pohits  of  the  mammillse,  are  tcaced 
inwards  to  the  body  of  the  kidney  and  into  the  oortiesi,  " 
vesicular,  or  secreting  stmctnre.    In  this  coarse  tbey 
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are  found  to  branch  dichotomonalyi  and  to  diverge  from 
one  another  like  the  hairs  of  a  painting  brush,  so  as  to 
spread  themselves  over  as  much  secreting  surfaoe  as 
posnble,  until,  at  their  widest  stretchy  they  form  the 
bases  of  the  cones,  where  they  either*  pass  more 
deeply  into  the  vesicular  structure,  in  right  lines,  or 
wander  hither  and  thither  in  a  tortuous  manner  through 
the  vesicles,  each  one  ultimately  terminating  in  one 
of  those  aqueous  excemants  called  Malpighian  bodies. 
The  intimate  structure  of  these  tubes  consists  of  a 
transparent  basement  membrane,  which  alone  inter- 
venes between  the  capillary  expansion  of  vessels,  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  epithelial  lining  on  the  other.  It 
is  through  those  epithelial  cells,  when  within  the 
cortical  portion,  that  the  saline  excretions  are  inferred, 
by  observations,  to  be  eliminated  from  the  sanguineous 
current  below,  while  the  water  that  dissolves  them  is 
conceived  to  distil  from  the  Malpighian  bodies.  Now, 
these  Malpighian  bodies  are  individually  inclosed  within 
the  final  rounded  expansions  of  each  tube,  which,  there- 
fore, forms  what  are  called  their  capsules.  The  bodies 
consist,  essentially,  of  a  wonderfully  minute  subdivision 
of  vessels,  being  tufts  of  capillaries,  formed  conjointly 
^  from  the  afferent  and  afferent  vessels.  Each  afferent 
vessel  is  a  minute  branch  of  the  renal  artery,  which, 
after  entering  and  ramifying  in  a  tortuous  manner 
through  the  capsule,  is  formed  again,  by  rejunction,  into 
one  efferent  vessel,  which  proceeds  to  pjur  its  contents 
into  that  secondary  plexus,  or  minute  ramificatipn  of 
capillary  vessels,  which  is  found  upon  or  within  the  ex- 
pansions of  the  basement  membrane  of  the  tubes.  The 
coils  of  capillaries  within  these  Malpighian  bodies  are 
naked  ultimate  vessels,  not  attached  to  each  other  by  any 
other  structure,  but  distilling  their  watery  contents 
without  any  intervening  membrane,  even  of  the  thinnest 
kind.  It  is  in  these  bodies,  and  from  these  vessels, 
that,  as  I  have  said^  the  aqueous  portion  of  the  urine  is 
eliminated^  while  the  saline  excretions  are  considered  to 
be  separated  from  the  blood  of  the  secondary  circula- 
tion in  the  intertubnlar  plexus,  through  the  agency 
of  the  gUnduIar  epithelial  cells.  Upon  cutting  a 
kidney  through  the  centre  longitudinally,  you  can  see 
at  once,  by  a  coarse  view,  how  beautifully  the  merely 
conducting  or  tubuliir  portion  is  distinguished  from  the 
vesicular,  cortical,  or  secreting  part.  You  will  also 
observe  that  it  u  covered  with  a  thin  but  firm  fibro- 
serous  lining,  whicfi,  in  the  healthy  state,  can  be  easily 
peeled  off,  showing  the  smooth,  shining,  and  dark- 
brown  surface  of  the  kidney  proper  underneath. 
Tt  may  also  be  added,  that  within  the  parenchyma 
of  the  organ,  as  in  all  other  soft  organs,  we  find  a  similar 
fibro-serous  tissue,  which  dips-  down  into  and  sur- 
rounds, involres,  and  supports,  after  the  manner  of 
a  skeleton,  all  the  more  yielding  and  delicate  portions 
of  structure.  I  shall  only  further  recapitulate  that 
the  secretionary  circulation  within  the  kidney  seems  to 
to  be  in  this  routine.  The  arterial  blood  enters  by  the 
srtery,  which  next  subdivides,  and  sendsttB^^^nute 
branch,  called  tha  afferent  vessel,  to  each  Malpighian 
.  body.  Expanding  there  into  a  tuft  of  capillaries,  it 
'    appears  to  part  with  a  portion  of  the  watery  element  of 


the  blood,  after  which  these  same  capillaries  reunite  into 
another  vessel  (the  efferent),  which  proceeds  to  empty 
itself  into  another  capillary  plexus,  which  surroondi 
the  tortuous  tubes,  and  is  spread  over  their  basement 
or  primary  membrane.  Here  the  elimination  of  the 
true  urinary  elements  seems  to  take  place,  after  wludi 
the  blood  is  conveyed  back  to  its  general  current  throng^ 
the  veins.  The  kidney  exhibits  to  us  one  of  the  purat 
forms  of  mere  organic  or  vegetative  life,  and  has,  con- 
sequently, very  little  connection  with  the  aensocial 
nervous  system.  Its  nerves  are  derived  from  the 
semilunar  ganglion,  which  is  formed  of  the  great 
sympathetic,  with  a  few  connecting  links  from  the 
pneumo-gastric.  Thus  much  was  it  necessary  to  say  as 
to  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  urinary  83r9teDi 
before  descanting  upon  its  morbid  conditions. 

I  shall  now  speak  of  some  of  its  chief  diseases  in 
relation  to  functional  or  nervous  derangement — ansemia, 
hypereemia,  and  degenerations. 

Paralysis,  or  the  absence  or  defect  of  power,  is 
not  common  in  the  kidneys  in  a  simple  unmixed  form. 
Its  more  partial  manifestation,  as  a  mere  torpor,  is 
certainly  very  frequently  seen,  but  that  is,  most  com- 
monly, due  to  a  state  of  congestion^  and  is,  therefore, 
not  a  primary  or  central  affection.  That  which  ariate 
from  narcotic  poisons,  such  as  opium,  or  from  the 
depressing  effects  of  certain  morbid  conditions  of  the 
blood,  affords  us  a  better  instance  of  true  paralysis, 
whether  complete  or  partial.  In  the  terrible  pestilence 
of  cholera  asphyxia,  or  true  malignant  cholera,  this 
paralysis  of  the  kidneys  seems  to  be  the  leading  feature 
when  the  disease  is  profoundly  observed.  Here  an 
intense'  poison  is  conveyed,  whether  directly  to  the 
nervous  system,  or  indirectly  through  the  blood,  it  is 
hard  to  say,  but  it  is  conveyed  so  as  to  depres  tha 
ganglionic  organic  centres  in  a  most  extraordiiiary 
manner,  while  the  cerebral  masses  are  little  affected, 
except  from  secondary  causes.  Tt  thus  happens,  though 
the  intellect  be  clear,  that  the  lungs,  heart,  and  other 
involuntary  organs,  at  once  flag  in  their  efforts,  wlule 
the  blood  becomes  cold  and  congealed ;  but  above  aD, 
while  a  mere  passive  exudation  of  serum  takes  plaee 
through  the  bowels,  and  while  the  functions  of  the  I 
liver  are  arrested,  the  kidneys  are  also  observed  not  to 
secrete  at  all.  It  is  the  utter  suppression  of  functioii 
in  these  organs,  leading  to  retention  of  the  urinaiy 
elements,  which  ultimately  leads  to  stupor,  and  to  the 
fatal  result.  You  may,  by  your  treatment,  maintain 
the  respiration  and  circulation;  you  may  stop  the 
purging,  restore  the  bodily  heat,  and  liquify  the  blood, 
and  yet  you  will  &il  in  exciting  the  kidneys  to  action, 
and  consequently  lose  your  patient;  in  brief,  if  yoa 
can  excite  them  to  do  their  duty,  the  sufferer  will 
probably  live,  but  if  you  cannot — and  it  is  not  olten 
that  you  can — he  will  most  certainly  die. 

The  disease  has  been  named  chofera  asphyxia,  frtim 
its  more  serious  results  being  first  noticed  on  audi 
Qigaps  of  perpetual  and  obvious  action  as  the  lungs. 
The  kidneys  are  less  open  to  common  observatioa,  and 
their  condition,  therefore,  is  less  noted  by  the  orduaary 
eye ;  but,  from  its  effects  upon  them,  as  recognised  by 
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the  professional  investigator,  it  might  as  appropriately 
be  named  cholera  morhta  amtrialU. 

The  bladder,  from  its  more  immediate  nervous  con- 
nections with  the  spinal  cord,  is  more  apt  to  suffer  from 
paralysis.  This  may  proceed  from  any  accident  or 
affection  of  that  great  trunk,  above  the  points  whence 
the  nerves  are  derived,  and  may  invdve  both  the 
common  circular  muscles  and  the  sphyncter.  Such 
casies  are  familiar  to  you  as  evidenced  in  the  constant 
dribbling  of  the  urine  from  the  orifice  of  the  urethra, 
so  soon  as  it  distils  from  the  ureters.  You  have 
observed' this  sjmptom  in  several  of  our  spinal  cases, 
leading  to  paraplegia ;  but,  most  remarkably,  in  the  poor 
-woman  Sbipp,  lying  in  the  top  bed  of  Che  second  ward, 
though  even  in  her  it  has  yielded,  in  a  great  measure^ 
to  treatment.  In  the  more  common  instances  of  mere 
debility  of  the  sphyncter,  in  which  the  sensitive  anrfhcQ 
becomes  so  irritable  that  very  slight  quantities  of  urine 
excite  the  other  muscles  to  a  reflex  action,  overpowering 
the  feeble  resistance  of  the  sphyncter,  and  giving  rise 
to  frequent^  and  next  to  involuntary  micturition,  the 
treatment  is  commonly  very  successful.  We  have  had 
numerous  such  cases  amongt  our  out-patients,  but  they 
have  all  soon  recovered.  One  little  girl,  aged  10,  lately 
appeared  before  us,  suffering  especially  from  this  incon- 
venience. She  had  been  troubled  for  nearly  two  years, 
the  water  often  coming  away  every  ten  minutes ;  yet, 
by  the  use  of  local  cold  bathing,  with  a  course  of  iron 
and  lytta,  bland  demulcents,  and  a  belladonna  plaster 
oyer  the  sacrum,  she  was  soon  able  to  retain  her  urine 
like  other  people.  Mrs.  Shipp  was  in  a  different  plight. 
She  had  no  power  over  the  lower  extremities,  which, 
however,  were  veiy  painful,  and  often  drawn  up  by 
violent  involuntary  jerks,  a  curious  feature  in  some  of 
these  cases.  The  urine  dribbled  constantly  from  her, 
and  was  one  of  her  chief  sources  of  annoyance.  At  the 
side  of  the  second  or  third  dorsal  vertebra  a  large  boil 
was  observed,  extremely  tender  to  the  touch,  and  the 
adjacent  vertebrse  were  noticed  to  be  displaced,  appa- 
rently  from  osseous  disease.  This  was  a  desperate 
case;  (since  removed  to  the  workhouse  infirmary,)  but 
still  a  similar  course  of  iron  and  lytta,  as  above,  removed 
in  a  great  measure  this  most  offensive  symptom,  solthat 
she  came  to  retain  her  urine  for  two  or  even  four  hours 
at  a  time. 

Of  any  spasm  in  the  kidney  I  know  nothing  at  all, 
but  it  is  by  no  means  uncommon  in  the  bladder  and  its 
sphyncter,  and  commonly  .proceeds  from  some  local 
cause  of  irritation,  such  as  a  stone,  an  ulcer,  an  enlarged 
and  indurated  prostate  gland,  rectum,  or  uterus,  &c., 
or  the  presence  of  acrid  urine,  or  an  aaid  diuretic  or 
astringent,  such  as  lytta  or  port  wine.  Thus,  when 
spasmodic  excitation  of  the  muscular  bands  exists, 
there  is  frequent,  distressing,  and  unavoidable  mictu- 
rition, or  painful  contraction,  without  any  micturition 
at  all,  as  then  the  resistance  of  the  8ph3rncter  is  reduced, 
and  we  have  a  strangury  of  the  bladder,  corresponding 
to  a  tenesmus  of  the  bowels.  But  when  the  spasm  is 
persistent  in  the  sphyncter,  the  muscles  proper  of  the 
bladder  or  of  the  abdomen  will  be  exerted  in  vain.  The 
first  case  is  to  be  subdued  or  modified  by  sedatives  and 


tonics  alone,  as  functional  appliances,  but  keeping  our 
eye  at  tlie  same  time  on  any  physical  cause  that  may  be 
present.  The  second  is  to  be  also  met  by  sedatives, 
antispasmodics,  and  heat.  Hence  a  dose  of  calomel 
and  laudanum,  with  the  warm-bath,  will  frequently 
induce  micturition  without  any  use  of  the  catheter ; 
though,  when  physical  obstacles  exist,  they  must  often 
come  under  the  surgeon,  especially  as  regards  urethral 
stricture,  a  prostatic  enlargement,  in  which  cases  the 
smallest  catheter  will  sometimes  be  refused  admittance, 
so  that,  in  this  extremity,  puncturation  has  to  be 
practised,  either  in  front  or  by  the  rectum. 

Hypexlemia  is  to  be  next  considered,  as  ansmia  of 
such  organs  is  rather  a  disease  of  the  blood  in  general, 
unless  it  be  only  a  diminished  local  circulation,  depend- 
ing on  organic  changes,  in  which  case  it  rather  comes 
under  the  head  of  degenerations. 

The  ACUTE  HYPEREMIA  of  arterial  origin,  is  well 
known  in  the  kidney  under  the  name  of  nephritis,  and 
is  commonly  caused  by  the  presence  of  a  calculus,  or  pow- 
erful and  prolonged  impressions  of  cold.  It  is  not  very 
common  here,  nor  have  we  had  any  severe  case.  When 
it  does  appear,  we  have  more  or  less  severe  pain  and 
heat  over  the  affected  part,  the  pain  extending  by 
sympathy  down  the  ureters  into  the  bladder  or  root  of 
the  penis  or  testicles.  The  pain  feels  deeply  seated,  and 
is'increased  under  the  slightest  bodily  motion  or  stretch 
of  the  parts,  so  that  the  various  muscles  naturally 
accommodate  themselves  to  the  condition  of  the  sufferer.. 
Great  febrile  excitement  exists,  along  with  anxiety,  and 
the  stomach,  especially,  is  apt  to  suffer  from  sickness 
and  vomiting.  This  word — anxiety,  so  often  employed 
by  the  physician,  is  one  of  which  you  ought  to  know 
the  precise  technical  meaning.  It  does  not  imply 
what  is  commonly  known  as  mental  anxiety;  but 
that  indescribable  instinctive,  or  inward  organic  un- 
easiness which  seems  to  depress  us  so  deeply  whenever 
any  necessary  part  of  organic  life  is  much  disturbed, 
even  though  the  mental  consciousness  be  in  abeyance. 
It  is  to  be  recognised  upon  the  countenance,  and  other 
expressive  parts,  apart  from  all  apparent  sensation  or 
understanding;  audit  it  is  thus  that  you  will  often 
hear  a  patient  in  typhus,  who,  on  being  momentarily 
toused,  will  say  he  is  quite  at  ease  and  all  comfortable ; 
but  who  will  ten  a  very  different  tale  by  the  orgame 
anxiety  which  is  printed  upon  his  brow,  lips,  nostrils, 
and  labouring  chest.  It  affords  a  simple  illustration  of 
the  double  life  of  Bichat,  a  doctrine  now  so  well  estab- 
lished .  Besides  this  localised  pain,  and  the  constitutional 
symptoms,  you  would  also  have  to  seek  for  other 
evidence  in  such  a  case,  as  derived  from  the  nature  of 
the  discharges.  These,  in  the  first  instance,  from  the 
actively-turgid  state  of  the  vessels  would,  in  all  like- 
lihood, be  sanguineous.  Such  presence  of  blood 
globules  in  a  severe  attack,  would  be  sufficiently  indica- 
ted by  the  bright  red  colour  of  the  urine ;  but  if  any 
doubt  existed,  the  microscope  would  at  once  dear  it  np. 
If  not  arrested  at  this  stage,  there  would  next  be  « 
discharge  of  pus,  and  this  would  also  be  easily  tested 
by^the  microscope,  if  not  sufficiently  evident  to  the 
naked  senses.     If  the  inflammatioii  ran  very  high,  or 
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WM  long  protracted,  there  might  likewise  be  deposits  of 
fibrinous  lymph  within  the  body  of  the  organ,  which, 
if  not  absorbed  within  a  limited  time,  might  displace 
the  glandular  structure,  and  produce  a  camification  of 
the  kidney,  quite  similar  to  that  of  the  lung.  This» 
again,  under  degenerate  action,  or  rather  loss  of  action, 
mi^ht  break  up  into  sanious  or  granular  tuberculous 
matter,  of  which  we  had  a  ^ery  curious  specimen  lately 
in  the  case  of  the  phthisical  patient,  Margaret  Williams, 
of  the  circumstances  of  which  I  shall  remind  you.  She 
was  admitted  on  October  22,  1850,  labouring  under 
laryngeal  and  pulmonary  phthisis,  accompanied  with 
rheumatism.  Of  this  latter  complaint  she  had  recently 
been  relieved  at  the  General  Hospital,  but  she  was 
extremely  emaciated,  and  in  deep  hectic  fever ;  though 
what  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  is  the  fact  that 
she  also  complained  of  a  settled  pain  about  the  brim  of 
the  pelvis,  at  the  left  side,  which  she  had  experienced, 
more  or  less,  ever  since  she  remembered  anything. 
Now  this  poor  woman,  aged  42,  after  being  in  the 
hospital  one  months  died,  when,  besides  the  universal 
diffusion  of  tubercle  in  the  lungs,  which  were  also 
reduced  to  a  softened  gnimous  state  by  inflammation, 
the  right  kidney  was  found  preternaturally  large — 
nearly  double  the  natural  size — while  the  left  presented, 
externally,  a  white  semi-transparent  lobulated  appear- 
ance like  blistcrstone,  or  more  near  the  point,  like 
blisters  themselves  on  the  skin.  On  opening  it,  there 
spouted  out,  with  considerable  force,  a  quantity  of  thin, 
aero-purulent  matter,  intermixed  with  tubercular  lumps, 
like  cream  cheese.  This  matter  was  observed  to  occupy 
large  sacculated  recesses  on  the  internal  surface  of  the 
organ,  or  rather  pouch, — for  organ  there  was  none — to 
the  number  of  six  or  eight.  Tn  fact,  the  .whole  of  the 
proper  tissue  of  this  kidney  had  been  destroyed,  and 
not  a  vestige  of  glandular  structure  remained.  When 
the  fluid  was  thoroughly  evacuated,  and  the  inside  was 
washed  out,  it  had  exactly  the  honeycomb  appearance 
of  an  old  potatoe  that  has  been  hoUowed^ut  by  minute 
insects  into  rounded  chambers.  The  observations  which 
I  have  entered  upon  this  point  in  the  large  case  book 
are  as  follow  : — '*  The  most  interesting  feature  in  this 
dead  body,  was  the  condition  of  the  left  kidney,  which 
accounted  for  the  dull  pain  which  she  had  always  had 
about  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  at  that  side.  The  primitive 
disease  of  the  kidney,  of  whatever  kind  it  may  have 
been,  (for  she  could  give  no  account  of  it),  must  have 
been  of  old  date,  looking  to  its  then  state,  and  to  the 
pretumatural  size  of  the  other  kidney,  which  had,  doubt- 
less, gradually  conformed  itself  to  the  double  duty 
thrown  upon  it,  and  thus  become  augmented  in  bulk. 
It  is  not  likely  that  the  primary  disease  had  been  an 
acute  inflammation,  as,  unless  it  occurred  in  very  early 
life,  it  would  not  have  escaped  her  notice.  Most 
probably  it  was  a  chronic  inflammatoiy  action,  followed 
by  degeneration,  which  had  destroyed  the  proper 
structures  of  the  gland  and  deposited  in  their  stead  at 
first,  perhaps,  a  sub-organizable  lymph,  and  then  a 
•ero-purulent  fluid  interspersed  with -granular  matteic, 
which  at  the  date  of  the  death  had  here  and  there . 
become  aggregated  in  masses  resembling  particles  of 


yellowish  cord.  Sndi  may  be  inferred  as  the  likely- 
course  of  chronic  inflammation  in  a  debilitated  subject, 
while  in  a  plethoric  constitution  acute  nephritis  would 
more  probably  lead  to  an  abscess,  whidi  might  burst 
either  outside  or  inside." 

This  renal  inflammatory  action  may  be  propagated 
along  the  ureters,  in  which  case  the  pain  along  the 
lines  of  these  passages  will  be  very  marked,  but  this 
more  commonly  occurs  in  a  chronic  form,  from  some 
persistent  souVoe  of  irritation,  such  as  a  calculus  seated 
within  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  or  the  continued  passage 
of  giavelly  matter. 

Cysiifitf  in  the  acute  idiopathic  form,  is  not  a  com- 
mon disease,  and  most  freqvsntly  occurs  from  some 
traumatic  cause,  such  as  external  violent  injury,  the 
presence  of  rough  and  pointed  calculi,  acrid  injections, 
or  from  such  accident  as  the  swallowing  of  cantharidea. 
I  havQ  only  known  of  one  instance  of  acute  &t8l 
cystitis  in  this  hospital,  which  was  not  traceable  to  any 
such  causes  as  the  above,  but  the  patient  was  not  mine, 
and  therefore  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  use  the  case  in 
Ulnstration.  When  it  arises,  we  have  acute  localised 
pain,  greatiy* Increased  by  pressure,  ardent  local  heat, 
and  some  swelling  over  the  pubes.  From  the  iiritability 
there  is  frequent  micturition  of  small  quantities  of 
urine,  in  the  same  manner  as  there  is  rejection  of  food 
in  gastritis,  or  of  mucus  in  dysentery.  Likewise  we 
may  have  constant  attempts  to  pass  something,  which 
never  comes  at  all.  By  sympathy  with  the  stomach, 
vomiting  also  generally  occurs,  and  there  arises  a  symp- 
tomatic fever,  more  or  less  violent  according  to  circum- 
stances. The  discharges,  under  these  symptoms,  may 
consist  of  tenacious  mucus,  or  blood,  or  pus,  but  the 
pus,  of  course,  will  only  appear  when  the  disease  has 
advanced  to  its  latter  stage ;  and  the  same  observation 
applies  to  the  appearance  of  gangrene,  if  that  should 
ultimately  supervene.  In  that  event  the  pain,  from 
being  extreme,  will  almost  suddenly  cease,  but  the  ease 
so  obtained  gives  no  cheerful  expression  to  the  counte- 
nance, such  as  would  be  the  case  in  a  true  healthy 
resolution.  On  the  contrary,  the  eyes  sink  deep  into  the 
head,  with  a  lack-lustre  stupidity,  and  are  surrounded 
by  a  dark-blue  ring.  The  brow  is  pale^  and  covered 
with  cold  drops  of  sweat;  the  cheeks  are  sunk,  the 
moutii  open,  the  tongue  fun^  brown,  and  the  teeth 
covered  with  black  sordes ;  the  lips  are  pale,  the  whole 
face  is  cold,  and  the  body  exhales  a  peculiarly  damp 
earthy  odour — the  certain  |>recur8or  of  death.  Locally, 
there  will  be  tympanitis,  and  perhaps  some  dribbling  of 
offensive  matter  from  the  urethra,  but  the  general  signs 
which  I  have  now  given  will  attend  the  onset  of  gan- 
grene in  any  vital  part  of  the  body,  and  our  great 
aim,  on  every  occasion,  must  be  to  prevent  it. 

Chronic  Cystitis  is  no  uncommon  complamt,  espeot- 
ally  amongst  the  old,  but  is  usually  associated  with 
other  forms  of  disease  which  constitute  local  causes  of 
continued  irritation.  This  may  be  instanced  in  sctrrhos 
of  the  rectum,  enlargement  and  induration  of  the  pros- 
tate gland,  passage  of  gravelly  matter  from  the  kidneys, 
snd  strictures  of  the  urethra,  besides  foreign  bodies  or 
degenerate  growths  within  the  textures  of  the  Uadder 
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itself.  In  such  an  affection,  setting  aside  the  p^cnliari- 
arities  of  each  individual  case,  according  to  its  peculiar 
cause — all  of  which,  however,  must  be  diligently  in- 
vestigated, with  a  view  to  diagnosis  and  correct  treat- 
ment,— we  shall  have  a  dull  localised  pain  over  the  pubes, 
increased  under  pressure,  along  with  frequent  uneasy 
micturition,  the  urine  being  loaded  with  mucus  or  pus, 
more  or  less  thick  and  tenacious  according  to  the 
severity  of  the  disease.  Some  time  ago  I  had  an  old 
man  under  my  care  labouring  under  this  complaint  to 
8  great  degree.  He  was  upwards  of  82,  and  the 
action  had  been  of  about  .twelve  months'  standing; 
otherwise,  however,  he  appeared  healthy,  nor  did  the 
disease  seem  traceable  to  any  peculiar  cause.  He 
suffered  much  pain  from  ineffectual  attempts  to  make 
water  very  many  times  in  the  day.  A  drop  or  two  only 
would  come,  after  much  straining;  and  the  bladder  would 
still  feel  fall  and  very  irritable.  The  pulse  was  not  mate- 
rially disturbed ;  but  he  could  not  sleep  at  night  from  the 
above  cause.  Once  in  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours  he 
was  wont  to  pass,  after  a  protracted  and  agonizing  effort 
a  quantity  of  fibrinated  mucus,  slightly  intermingled  with 
pus,  so  thick  and  tenacious  that  on  dipping  a  stick  into 
it  and  drawing  It  out,  you  could  thus  form  a  thin  rope 
of  it  from  one  end  of  the  room  to  the  other,  without  its 
showing  any  tendency  to  give  way.  I  found  he  had 
been  taking  nitric  acid  in  sarsaparilla,  but  without  any 
change  in  his  symptoms.  In  fa(it,  these  discharges,  out 
of  the  body,  were  coagulated  into  almost  solid  masses 
like  cod  sound,  by  the  influence  of  nitricacid,  and  the  same 
result  might  have  been  expected  within  the  system.  It 
was  soluble,  however,  in  potassa,  and  he  therefore  took 
that  alkali  in  an  infusion  of  uva  ursi,  which  astringent 
diuretic  is  so  well  known  to  have  peculiar  healing 
powers  over  the  urinary  mucous  membrane.  Prom 
that  time  he  began  to  pass  his  water  more  freelj,  and 
the  mucus  ceased  to  form  such  tenacious  masses  within 
the  bladder  as  I  have  described.  Under  these  favour- 
able circumstances,  however,  he  began  to  complain  of  an 
intolerable  internal  itching,  so  that,  as  he  expressed  it, 
be  felt  **  inclined  to  tear  his  bowds  out."  This  I  was 
disposed  to  attribute  to  the  virtues  of  the  bearberry. 
Without  intermitting  its  exhibition,  however,  he  had 
laudanum  and  tincture  of  conium  added  to  his  draught 
These  abated  the  sense  of  itching,  and  within  on6  month 
he  had  no  symptoms  of  disordered  bladder  beyond 
making  water  oftener  than  usual.  This,  however,  was 
also  removed  after  he  had  condnded  his  course  of 
potasaa  and  bearberry,  by  the  use  of  the  muriated  iron 
«nd  lytta.  He  is  stiil  living,  and  I  have  heard  of  no 
return  of  the  malady 

In  regard  to  the  special  and  general  treatment  of 
these  inflammations,  it  is  to  be  observed  in  the  first 
place,  that  all  of  them  require  local  abetraetiofl  of  blood 
unless  they  be  of  very  mild  form,  or  the  constitutional 
drcnmstanoes  of  the  patient  cleariy  forbid  it.  Mercury, 
sntimony,  and  digitalis,  will  also  be  of  their  usual  general 
value,  as  fai  other  inflamations ;  but,  as  the  first  agent  Is 
specially  appBcable  to  inflammatoty  action  in  the  bowels 
and  hi  the  fibrous  and  serous  tissues,  the  second  to  a 
rimilar  action  in  the  lungs  and  Ma,  and  llie  third  to 


acute  affections  of  the  heart,  so  these  urinary  organs 
have  their  peculiar  modes  of  action,  which  are  to  be 
met  by  peculiar  remedies.  Thus,  in  acute  nephritis 
while  we  would  cup  or  apply  leeches  over  the  loins,  to 
such  extent  as  might  be  necessary,  and  at  the  same  time 
give  mild  oleaginous  purgatives  along  with  mercury, 
we  would  not  expect  that  decided  effect  from  the  latter 
agent  which  we  look  for  in  affections  of  the  brain,  or 
liver,  or  bowels,  or  peritoneum,  &c.  The  kidneys  are 
peculiar  glands,  which  the  mercury  does  not  so  directly 
affect,  and  the  great  object,  therefore,  is  to  relieve  them 
of  that  burden  which  they  usually  bear  in  the  business 
of  excretion,  and  to  lessen  the  degree  of  irritation  which 
might  be  fatally  injurious  to  them  in  such  a  condition. 
This  is  to  be  effected  by  moderating  the  amount  both 
of  solid  and  fluid  injesta,  or,  if  thirst  so  prevail  as  to 
demand  satisfaction,  the  drinks  must  be  of  the  most 
demulcent  and  unstimulating  nature,  such  as  barley  or 
acacia-water.  Other  excreting  organs  are  also  to  be 
solicited  to  increased  activity  as  a  means  of  relief  by 
a  vicarious  discharge  of  the  urinary  elements.  Hence 
the  employment  of  purgatives,  and  sudorifics,  or  dia- 
phoretics, with  this  view ;  though  it  can  be  effected  only 
under  certain  limitations,  inasmuch  as  no  other  glands 
are  calculated  fully  to  teke  the  place  of  the  kidneys  in 
the  system.  When  the  acute  action  is  thus  subdued, 
it  will  be  desirable  to  begin  the  use  of  uva  ursi,  or 
buchu,  in  combination  with  an  alkali  and  sedative,  such 
as  potass  or  soda,  in  alliance  with  the  tinctures  of 
opium  or  conium.  If  it  be  not  arrested,  however,  and 
an  abscess  be  inevitable,  we  ca^ji  only  place  an  anodyne 
poultice  over  the  loins  and  leave  the  result  to  nature, 
cautiously  watehing  every  turn  of  the  symptoms. 

We  very  seldom  have  inflammation  of  the  ureters 
except  as  an  extension  of  the  same  action  from  the 
kidneys,  or  bladder ;  and  when  it  does  arise  the  treatment 
is  the  same  as  in  such  inflamnlations.  In  cystitis,  as 
in  nephritis,  the  first  step  to  be  adopted,  if  the  patient 
can  at  all  bear  it,  is  the  local  abstraction  of  blood ; 
after  which  a  blister  may  be  applied  over  the  pubes,  for 
it  never,  (except  in  some  peculiar  constitutions,)  causes 
strangury  when  placed  there,  though  it  often  does  so  if 
applied  over  the  kidneys.  These  measures  are  to  be 
repeated  again  and  again  if  necessary ;  but  if  not  actually 
required,  and  some  pain  and  irritability  remain,  we  may 
next  resort  to  a  belladonna  plaster.  While  employing 
these  external  means,  it  may  also  be  necessary  to  use 
soothing  urethral  injections,  or  suppositories  of  opium 
by  the  bowels.  Alkalized  draughts  of  uva  ursi,  with 
conium  or  opium,  are  here  especially  serviceable  when 
the  acute  action  is  moderated,  and  the  drinks-,  which  may 
be  taken  in  any  quantity,  must,  however,  be  of  a  veiy 
demulcent  nature.  The  decoction  of  the  marsh  mallow 
is  very  good.  If  irritability  continue  afterwards,  a 
belladonna  plaster  maybe  worn  for  .some  time — till  it  be 
subdued,  while  a  tonic  course  is  resorted  to,  hidudlnK 
the  use  of  steel  and  cold  ablutions. 

The  chronic  cystitis  is,  as  already  observed,  to  be  treated 
in  tibe  same  manner  as  the  declining  stagtf  of  the  9idn!bb 
disease.  We  are  to  inquire  carefully  whether  it  he  due 
to  a  stone  in  the  bladder,  or  to  gravel  descending  from 
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the  kidneys,  or  to  prostatic  indaration,  or  any  neigh- 
bouring disease  of  the  womb  or  rectum,  in  each  of 
which  cases,  if  any  one  of  them  exist,  we  must  direet 
our  more  special  treatment  to  such  causes.  Thus,  in 
our  patient  Rebecca  Brooks,  aged  60,  who  died  of 
dysentery  and  deep  extensive  ulcerations  of  the  rectum, 
the  inflammatory  action  extended  to  the  bladder  and 
ureters;  also  in  Sarah  Binion,  aged  40,  who  died  of 
phagedenic  carcinoma  of  the  uterus,  and  in  whom  the 
vagina  was  a  softened  purulent  mass,  and  the  cervix 
uteri  had  entirely  disappeared,  we  also  found  that  part 
of  the  bladder  which  was  next  the  womb  in  a  state  of 
sdrrbus,  while  the  viscus  was  also  contracted,  and  its 
mucous  membrane  in  an  inflamed  condition ;  and  such 
causes  will  exist  in  many  cases.  Some,  such  as  the 
above,  are  scarcely  impressionable  by  any  means,  and 
prostatic  enlargement  and  induration  is  almost  as  bad, 
though  the  danger  be  not  so  imminent.  But  if  we 
suspect  a  stone  in  the  bladder,  that  is  known  how  to  be 
managed  by  the  surgeon,  and  if  gravel  be  passed,  we 
must  examine  its  chemical  composition,  with  a  view  to 
adapt  the  remedy  to  it.  These  collateral  matters  being 
thus  duly  considered,  the  local  inflammation  itself  is 
chiefly  to  be  controlled  either  by  leeches  or  blisters, 
according  to  circumstances,  accompanied  with  the  internal 
remedies  already  alluded  to.  The  potass  would  appear 
to  liquefy  the  tenacious  fibrinated  mucus,  as  well  as 
to  neutralize  any  irritating  add  elements  in  the  urine. 
Hie  uva  ursi  and  buchu  seem  both  to  constringe  the 
extreme  vessels  of  this  mucous  membrane,  and  so 
reduce  them  to  a  more  healthy  calibre,  while  the  opium 
or  conium,  or  any  other  such  sedative,  lulls  the  sensi- 
bility, and  so  renders  the  parts  less  likely  to  be  excited 
by  any  irritating  cause.  The  outlines  of  a  case  of  this 
kind  I  have  already  given  to  you,  in  that  of  the  old 
man ;  they  are  rather  common  amongst  such  elderly 
persons,  though  not  usually  so  severe  as  the  one  I  have 
described.  In  all  of  them,  it  is  highly  desirable  that 
the  concluding  part  of  the  treatment  should  consist  of 
a  course  of  steel  and  cantharides,  as  no  other  combi- 
nation seems  to  have  such  a  tonic  effect  upon  the 
urinary  mucous  membrane.  I  must  defer  the  con- 
sideration of  congestions  and  degenerations  in  these 
parts  till  my  next  lecture. 
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DuEiNO  twelve  months'  engagement  with  L.  Owen 
Fox,  Esq.,  of  Broughton,  Hants,  the  following  cases 
of  midwifery,  (with  a  great  number  of  others)  fell 
under  my  care ;  should  yon  consider  them  of  sufficient 
interest  to  occupy  a  space  in  your  valuable  journal,  you 
will  oblige  me  by  inserting  them. 

For  some  months  in  suooesabn  it  liras  remarked  by 
Mr.  Fox  that  I  bad  what  might  with  some  truth  be 
termfid  a  run  of  ill  luck,  for  almort  every  case  waa 


either  tedious,  complicated,  or  preternatural,  and  per- 
haps it  will  not  be  considered  out  of  place  here  to 
observe  the  difficulties  the  naral  surgeon  has  to  contend 
with  compared  to  practitioners  in  or  near  lai^  towns  ; 
the  former  is  almost  compelled  to  depend  on  his  own 
professional  experience,  whereas  the  latter  can  obtain 
the  benefit  of  a  second  opinion  without  loss  of  time  or 
trouble. 

Dr.  Ramsbotham,  in  his  very  excellent  work  on 
midwifery,  makes  the  following  observations  in  reference 
to  cases  requiring  instrumental  aid: — ''As  soon  as 
a  necessity  for  instrumental  interference  appears,  two 
questions  of  some  importance  will  naturally  offer  them- 
selves to  our  mind — the  first,  whether  we  shall  call  in 
the  assistance  of  another  practitioner  to  advise  us  by 
his  council,  to  aid  us  in  the  operation,  and  to  divide 
with  us  the  responsibility  of  the  case ;  and  the  second, 
whether  we  shall  apprize  the  patient  of  the  necessity  of 
such  help,  and  obtain  her  sanction  and  approval."' 
Every  practitioner  will,  I  doubt  not,  admit  the  necessity 
of  this,  and  if  necessary  and  convenient  seek  further 
aid,  when  combating  difficulties  dangerous  to  his  patient, 
and  with  his  own  reputation  at  stake. 

Casb  I. 

Mrs.  G.,  aged  between  40  and  50,livingat  Winterslow, 
the  mother  of  eleven  children,  states  she  has  required 
'*  extra"  assistance  on  the  part  of  her  medical  attend- 
ants in  several  confinements ;  has  had  adhesion  of  the 
placenta,  and  preternatural  presentations ;  always  had 
"hard  labours,"  and  much  dreads  this  being  a  difficult 
time.  I  reached  her  house  soon  after  seven,  a.m., 
found  tha  pains  very  strong  and  regular,  accompanied 
with  ''  a  show,"  which  had  marked  the  floor  of  the 
room  in  her  passage  to  and  fro.  Had  been  in  labour 
several  hours.  The  os  uteri  dilated,  the  head  presenting 
and  entering  the  vagina,  parts  moist  and  yielding; 
bowels  relieved  twice  durin|^  tiie  night;  has  passed 
water  several  times. 

In  less  than  two  hours  after  I  had  reached  her  house 
the  head  had  so  far  advanced  as  to  press  against  tiie 
perineum.  In  this  case — a  woman  who  had  previonaly 
given  birth  to  nearly  a  dozen  children,  I  natnrally 
thought  to  be  released  quickly.  In  another  hour  the 
pdns  relaxed  a  little ;  I  gave  her  two  full  doses  of  the 
sthereal  tinctuQi  of  jQrgot,  and  waited;  the  uteras  was 
roused  from  the  second  draught,  the  pains  continned 
strong  again,  and  at  regular  intervals,  but  there  was  no 
further  prospect  of  labour  being  safely  completed  by 
the  natural  powers.  Having  now  remained  with  her 
for  a  considerable  period,  without  any  marked  improve- 
ment, and  fearing  rupture  of  the  ntems,  (for  it 
was  remarkably  distended)  tt^ther  with  the  fear  and 
anxiety  of  the  patient  and  relatives  about  her,  I 
despatched  a  man  on  my  horse  for  the  forceps ;  he  had 
to  ride  nearly  ten  miles,  which  occupied  another  hour. 

Considering  that  this  poor  woman  had  passed  throogh 
similar  trials,  I  never  met  with  a  case  where  fisar 
and  mental  depression  were  so  prominent ;  kind  words 
and  promises  of  a  favourable  issue  fiuled  to  intpiie 
her  with  hope.    Havin|p  received  the  forceps,  I  at  onoek 
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oommenced  the  operation.  Both  ears  could  be  felt 
distinctly,  and  in  that  position  considered  the  most 
&vonrable  to  admit  of  the  child's  exit.  I  placed  her 
at  the  edge  of  the  bed,  and  used  the  necessary  precau- 
tions. I  succeeded  in  locking  the  forceps  after  some 
difficulty  and  perseverance,  and  with  a  few  extractive 
efforts,  making  pressure  of  the  blades  at  the  same  time, 
the  head  moved  forward.  She  was  delivered  at  four 
p.M.^  much  exhausted.  The  child  was  bom  alive  and 
weighed  eleven  pounds  some  few  ounces.  After  expul- 
sion of  the  placenta  she  had  considerable  hemorrhage, 
which  was  arrested  before  I  left  the  house .  Her  progress 
to  convalescence  was  speedy.  The  child  lived  over  a 
week  and  died  of  jaundice.      * 

Cask  IT. 

Mrs.  P.,  aged  30,  in  labour  with  her  first  child,  re- 
siding at  Lockerley,  summoned  me  on  a  Sunday  evening, 
about  seven  o'clock.  She  is  a  short,  thick-built  person, 
aomething  after  the  style  alluded  to  by  Byron  in  *'  Don 
Joan,"  "  a  dumpy  woman."  Reports  that  pains  com- 
menced in  the  previous  night,  and  have  continued  at 
regular  intervals,  and  without  intermission,  to  this  time ; 
from  the  commencement  has  had  no  sleep,  and  feels 
much  tired.  At  nine  the  os  uteri  was  dilated  to  about 
the  size  of  a  crown  piece,  thin  at  the  edges,  and 
yielding;  membranes  entire;  head  presenting.  As  I 
was  five  miles  from  home  I  decided  upon  remaining 
with  her,  with  more  comfort  to  myself  than  to  my 
horse,  who  was  exposed  to  the  winds  in  an  open  shed. 
By  daylight  the  head  was  in  the  vagina,  and  at 
eight,  A.M.,  pressing  against  the  perineum,  the  pains 
I4>peared  qnite  strong  enough  to  expel  the  child,  but  it 
did  not  come.  I  carefully  avoided  frequent  examina- 
tions, fearing  she  would  require  instrumental  aid  in 
some  shape.  Warm  applications  were  directed  to  be 
a$|)lied  to  the  vulva  and  perineum,  with  the  view  of 
relaxing  the  parts,  if  possible.  The  room  was  kept 
cool  and  quiet,  and  proper  drinks  administered.  The 
pains  began  to  lose  their  wonted  vigour,  still  I  hoped 
it  would  eventually  be  over  without  any  interference  on 
my  part.  I  had  now  been  in  the  house  seventeen 
hours.  No  progress  in  the  last  four  hours,  and  the 
pains  were  dwindling  into  nothing,  evidently  from  want 
of  power.  She  was  much  exhausted,  and  disagreeable 
progressive  symptoms  were  stealing  upon  her.  It 
became  necessary  that  she  should  be  delivered  with  the 
aid  of  the  forceps,  if  possible,  without  further  delay.  The 
OS  externum  appeared  smaller  than  usual.  Pk-obably 
bipr  age  (30,  and  the  first  child,)  militated  against  the 
parts  giving  way.  With  considerable  trouble  and 
difficulty  I  passed  the  first  blade,  the  second  glided 
tolerably  easy.  She  was  delivered,  after  much  care  and 
patience,  about  three,  p.m,  twenty  hours  from  the  time 
of  my  arrival.  The  perineum  was  slightly  lacerated. 
Tlie  child  was  full-sized,  born  alive,  but  died  soon  after. 
The  mother  down  stairs  in  about  ten  days. 

Ca^s  III. 

I  was  sent  for  one  evening  to  Mrs.  P.,  of  Lower 
WaUopy  in  labour  with  her  fourth  child,  under  the  care 


of  an  old  midwife.  She  had  been  in  labour  since  th« 
morning.  Much  excited,  irritable,  and  highly  nervous. 
Upon  examination  I  found  the  left  hand  in  the  vagina, 
which  the  midwife  had  mistaken  for  a  foot,  and  who  said 
she  **  couldna'  tell  why  the  child  didna'  come,  as  the 
pains  wur  strong.*'*  The  membranes  had  been  ruptured 
some  hours.  Pains  very  violent.  I  gave  her  a  full 
dose  of  tincture  of  opium,  which  quieted  her,  and 
proceeded  to  turn.-  I  passed  my  hand,  and  succeeded 
in  getting  back  the  arm,  after  several  attempts.  The 
right  elbow  could  be  felt,  and  also  the  right  knee,  which 
I  hooked  down.  With  the  knee  there  was  a  portion  of 
the  funis,  without  pulsation.  The  breech  passed  easily, 
and  labour  was  completed,  satisfoctorily,  in  about  two 
hours.  The  child  was  still-bom,  rather  above  the  average 
sixe ;  its  left  hand  and  arm  considerably  swollen,  and 
very  livid.    The  placenta  followed  quickly. 

[To  b«  eontiamd] 
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Elizabeth  Marlow,  aged  16,  of  robust  healthy 
appearance,  had  menstruated  regularly  for  more  than 
twelve  months;  was  very  fat  generally  all  over  the 
body,  and  with  very  large  mammse  for  her  age ;  applied 
to  me  January  12,  1836,  for  relief  of  bronchocele,  there 
being  great  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland,  both  in 
front  and  at  the  sides,  causing  considerable  uneasiness 
from  pressure  upon  the  adjacent  parts.  She  commenced 
using  Unguentum  Hydriodatis  Potassse,  rubbed  into  the 
swelling  for  fifteen  minutes  every  night,  taking  inwardly 
at  the  same  time  five  drops  of  the  compound  tincture  of 
iodine  three  times  a  day  which  treatment  she  persevered 
in  until  March  14,  when  she  commenced  applying 
the  tincture  to  the  swelling  night  and  morning,  instead 
of  the  ointment. 

This  treatment  was  continued  until  April  23,  when  she 
began  to  suffer  from  giddiness  and  defective  vision,  and 
left  off  the  iodine  both  internally  and  externally,  as  it 
was  evidently  affecting  her  health,  the  flesh  losing  its 
firm  feeling  and  appearance,  and  she  was  becoming 
altogether  out  of  health,  and  was  placed  under  other 
treatment,  having  reference  to  her  particuhtf  condition, 
in  June  and  July,  consisting  of  effervescent  saline  medi- 
cine, with  alterative  aperients.  Nevertheless,  she  gradu- 
ally became  thinner,  so  that  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
the  mamma:  were  quite  wasted  away,  and  there  was  a 
general  wasting  of  the  whole  body,  tending  to  the 
supposition  that  she  was  in  a  rapid  decline,  the  broncho- 
cele had  also  wasted  very  considerably,  although  not  so 


^  <ni«old  midwife  under  wboee  care  this  caae  fell,  wu  then  npwvrdi 
•Teichty  yean  of  age.  Her  farnltiet  vera  clear,  and  yrood.  and  abe  oA«a 
boasted  to  me  of  hanBg  "followed  the  art,"  (aa  ahe  quaintljr  deaijiaated 
it,l  and  of  havinf  attended  aeveral  hondred  cases.  We  maj,  therefore* 
fUrlr  infer,  ahe  haa  dcpeivad  the  local  medical  oBoer  of  many  hundred 
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much  in  proportion  as  other  parts.  In  the  beginning 
of  1837,  under  a  restorative  plan  of  treatment,  she 
gradually  altered  for  the  better,  and  became  again  in  a 
hw  months  quite  enbonpoint,  and  so  she  has  remained 
until  the  present  time.  The  bronchocele  enlarged  also^ 
and  is  now  much  the  same  as  at  the  commencement  of 
the  treatment. 

Northampton,  March  16,  1852. 
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CASES 

Mteported  under  the  iemu  proposed  by  the  AMOciation, 

By  Obsebvatob. 

One  1^  PleurO'Pneumonia  eomplieaUd  with  Tubercle. 

This  case,  in  which  it* was  obyioos  that  pleuiisy  and 
•cnte  pneumonia  existed,  forcibly  illustrates  the  import- 
ance of  ascertaining  the  preyious  history  of  a  case.  In 
this  instance,  the  only  symptom  of  tubercle  was  an 
old-standing  cough ;  where  the  acute  complications  have 
produced  organic  changes,  of  course  an  accurate  diag- 
nosis  is  rendered  extremely  difficult. 

History. — ^Frederick  Farmer,  aged  42,  of  nenro-san- 
gnineous  temperament,  became  an  in-patient  of  the 
Queen's  Hospital,  Birmingham,  under  Dr.  Nelson,  on 
on  the  2nd  of  December,  1850.  He  stated  that  he  had 
been  subject  to  cough  for  some  years,  and  that  a  fit  of 
coughing  usually  occurred  every  morning.  About  a 
fortnight  previous  to  admission,  after  violent  exertion, 
he  was  seized  with  a  dry  harsh  cough,  with  chilliness 
and  difficulty  of  breathing,  which  came  on  in  the  night, 
but  did  not  observe  that  the  expectorated  matter  was 
at  all  discoloured.  He  was  attended,  expectorants  were 
administered,  but  he  became  worse  and  was  sent  into 
the  hospital. 

Symptomt. — He  now  complained  of  severe  dyspnoea, 
whidi  was  increased  by  the  slightest  exertion,  with  dull 
pain  on  inspiration.  His  cheeks  were  flushed,  and 
during  the  last  five  days  his  legs  had  swollen.  Ex- 
pression of  countenance  intensely  anxious,  absence  of 
the  respiratory  murmur,  and  of  the  local  thrill  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  left  lung ;  also  complete  dulness 
under  percussion.  On  the  lower  portion  of  the  right 
side  there  was  marked  crepitation,  and  hasty  bronchial 
respiration  above.     Pulse  96  ;  respiration  50. 

IHagnosis. — Pleuro-pneumonia  with  effusions. 

Indieatunu, — ^To  subdue  inflammatory  action  and 
promote  absorption. 

JY'eatment. — Calomel  was  ordered,  every  two  hours, 
and  tartrate  of  antimony  with  hyoscyamus,  every  hour, 
and  a  blister  was  applied  to  the  chest.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  his  spirits  were  a  little  higher,  but  scarcely  any 


change  had  taken  place.  Pulse  116;  respiration  56. 
He  gradually  sunk  and  died  on  the  4th. 

PoBt-mortem  appearances. — ^The  left  lung  had  col- 
lapsed to  about  half  its  natural  sixe,  and  in  the  left 
plural  cavity  was  a  large  quantity  of  whitish  sennn, 
several  adhesive  bands  stretched  across  from  the  lungs 
to  the  pleura,  and  there  were  large  flakes  of  fibrinous 
lymph  in  the  lower  part.  There  was  also  a  small  ex- 
cavation at  the  apex,  containing  disintegrated  tubercle. 
The  right  lung  was  gorged  with  blood  and*  the  lower 
portion  was  in  the  first  stage  of  acute  pneumonia. 

Observations. — It  seems  probable  that  tubercle  had 
been  deposited  in  the  apex  of  the  left  lung,  whicli 
became  softened,  under  the  continued  irritation  of  m 
neglected  cough.  Ultimately,  as  is  frequently  the  case* 
acute  pleurisy  supervened,  which  not  being  activdy 
treated,  proceeded  to  effusion,  causing  collapse  of  the 
left  lung.  The  burden  of  the  circulation  Ming  on 
the  right  lung  alone,  engorgement  and  inflammation 
followed,  and  death  ensued.  A  timely  abstraction  of 
blood  might  have  been  beneficial,  but  in  the  sinkii^ 
stage,  would  have  been  usel^s. 


Case  of  frontal  Neuraiyia, 

In  reference  to  this  complaint,  it  may  not  be  out  of 
place  to  remark  that  neuralgia,  chronic  rheumatism, 
spasms,  and  some  nervous  affections,  may  be  and  are 
sometimes  made  subjects  of  simulation  and  pretence,  in 
order  to  obtain  comfortable  board  and  lodging,  and 
thus  impose  upon  charitable  instuttitions.  Where  there 
is  reason  for  suspicion,  the  application  of  setons  and 
blisters,  with  brisk  purging  and  low  diet,  generaBy 
proves  an  efficient  test  of  such  pretensions.  The  simplo 
and  consistent  account  given  by  the  patient  in  this  casea^ 
his  early  report  of  relief,  and  general  conduct,  left  na 
doubt  of  the  truth  of  his  complaint. 

Matthew  Chambers,  aged  24,  of  nervo-lympbatic 
temperament,  was  admitted  an  in  patient  to  the  Queen's 
Hospital,  under  Dr.  Nelson,  on  the  14th  of  December, 
1850. 

History. — He  stated  that  his  general  health  had 
been  tolerably  good,  but  that  for  some  months  he  had 
been  afflicted  with  acute  shooting  pains.  Purgatives 
and  liniments  had  been  employed,  but  to  no  purpose. 

Symptoms, — The  pains  which  were  limited  to  the 
left  side  of  the  forehead  and  left  temple  continued. 
The  urine  contained  large  quantities  of  lithates  and  the 
bowels  were  costive.     Pulse  88,  steady. 

Diagnosis. — Local  neuralgia. 

Indications, — To  improve  the  secretions  and  diminish 
the  local  sensibility. 

Treatment, — He  took  pills  of  mercury  and  colocynth 
every  night,  and  a  colchicum  pill  with  an  alkaline 
diuretic  draught  thrice  a  day,  and  a  belladonna  plaster 
was  applied  over  the  left  eye. 

On  the  17th,  the  bowels  and  kidneys  acted  freely, 
and  only  occasional  slight  twitches  of  pain.  Continued 
the  medicines. 

On  the  21st  the  pains  were  very  slight;  the  urine 
clear  and  tongue  dean.    He  continued  the  aperient 
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pQls  every  night,  but  omitted  the  colchicum  and  diuretic 
draughts,  in  lieu  of  which  full  doses  of  carbonate  of  iron 
were  administered. 

On  the  28th  the  pains  had  quite  gone ;  urine  clear 
and  plentiful,  and  he  felt  quite  well. 

On  the  31st  there  had  not  been  any  recurrence  of 
symptoms,  when  he  left  the  hospital.  He  was  advised 
to  keep  the  bowels  open  and  continue  taking  the  iron, 
with  small  doses  of  carbonate  of  soda,  for  some  time. 
The  beneficial  results  of  the  treatment  so  speedily 
obtained  in  this  case  afford  a  strong  proof  of  the 
peculiar  efficacy  of  colchicum  and  iron  in  neuralgic 
affections. 
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CASES 
Jteporied  under  the  Terms  proposed  hy  the  AeeoeiatioH, 

By  Oculus  Apbbtus. 

Fracivre  qf  the  Ilium  through  the  Acetabulum, 

William  Bennett,  aged  52,  was  admitted  into  the 
Cheltenham  General  HospiC&l  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
Eves,  August  5th,  1850. 

As  he  was  riding  down  hill  on  a  velocipede,  at  a  very 
quick  pace,  the  machine  fell,  and  he  was  thrown 
"violently  on  his  right  side. 

Present  Sipviptoms. — He  feels  severe  pain  in  moving 
the  right  lower  extremity.  The  right  anterior  snperior 
spinous  process  of  the  ilium  projects  considerably,  and 
the  skin  covering  it  is  very  red  and  tense,  fiy  moving 
the  limb,  the  head  being  placed  on  the  ilium,  a 'decided 
crepitus  may  be  felt. 

A  bandage  was  placed  round  the  pelvis,  and  a  long 
splint  applied  to'  the  limb.  Nothing  more  occurred 
worthy  of  record.  On  September  9th,  the  splint  was 
removed,  and  the  bone  was  found  to  be  completely 
tinited.  He  was  ordered  to  rub  the  hip  with  the 
following  liniment: — Lin.  Vol.,  oz.  j.;  Tinct.  Opii, 
oz.  88.  M.  Fiat  linimentum  soepe  applicandum.  The 
joint  gradually  regained  its  strength,  and  he  left  the 
hospital  cured,  with  the  ^all  use  of  his  limb. 

Dr.  Eves  remarked  that  this  was  the  only  case  of 
fracture  of  the  pelvis  which  he  had  seen  recover,  as 
this  accident  is  generally  caused  by  a  crushing  weight 
falling  on  the  part,  which,  besides  fracturing  the  bone, 
produces  also  some  other  internal  lesion,  such  as  rupture 
of  the  bladder,  or  severe  injury  to  some  of  the  abdo- 
minal viscera.  The  peculiar  manner  in  which  the 
accident  happened  in  Bennett's  case,  explains  the 
recovery.  The  long  splint  was  used  to  prevent  motion 
of  the  limb,  by  which  the  fractured  part  of  the  bone 
would  have  been  moved,  by  means  of  the  head  of  the 
lemur  acting  on  the  acetabulum.  Sir  Astley  Cooper 
records  three  cases  of  recovery  from  simple  fracture  of 
the  OS  innominatum,  and  one  from  compound  fracture. 


Compound  Fracture  of  the  Skull. 

Henry  Prebce,  aged  25,  was  admitted  into  Che 
Cheltenham  General  Hospital,  Decem^Mf  25th,  1851, 
under  Dr.  Eves.  About  half-past  sevoFthis  mommg 
he  received  a  kick  from  a  horse  on  the  right  side  of  the 
head.  He  was  brought  into  the  hospital  at  half-past 
nine. 

On  examination  there  was  found  a  wound  of  the 
scalp,  about  four  inches  in  length,  commencing  over 
the  right  parietal  bone,  and  extending  across  tlie 
parietal  sutura  to  the  opposite  bone.  The  skull  was 
fractured,  and  a  portion  of  bone  driven  in,  for  about 
three  inches  in  length;  both  tables 4)f  the  bone  at  Che 
right  extremity  of  the  fracture  were  broken,  so  that  a 
probe  might  be  passed  between  the  outer  table  of  the 
depressed  portion  and  the  inner  table  of  the  bone, 
which  remained  in  its  natural  position.  The  left 
extremity  presented  a  deep  furrow.  He  was  quits 
sensible,  and  as  there  were  no  symptoms  of  compression, 
the  wound  was  simply  brought  together  by  sutures.  To 
have  low  diet. — R.  Hydrarg.  Chlor.,  gr.  v.,  statim  et 
habeat  haustum  aperientem  post  horam. — R.  Ant. 
Pot.  Tart^  gr.  ij. ;  Mist.  Camph.,  oz.  viij.  M.  Unds 
dimidia  tertiis  horis  sumenda. 

Half-past  nine,  p.m. — He  had  vomited  frequently 
for  about  an  hour  after  his  admission,  and  now 
complains  of  a  severe  pain  in  his  head.— Vemesectio 
ad  OS.  xij. 

26th. — Pulse  61;  tongue  clean;  pain  in  his  head 
removed;  no  bad  symptoms. — Cont.  Mist.  Ant.  Tart. 

28th. — No  bad  symptom;  to-day  he  says  that  he 
does  not  remember  anything  either  of  the  accident  or 
of  being  brought  into  the  hospital. — Low  diet,  and 
Mist.  Ant.  Tart,  to  be  continued. 

The  antiphlogistic  regimen  was  strictly  enforced  for 
nearly  three  weeks,  the  tartarized  antimony  being 
gradually  lessened,  and  no  bad  symptom  having  super- 
vened, he  left  the  hospital  on  the  26th  of  January 
quite  well. 

Remarks. — Some  difference  of  opinion  still  exists 
respecting  the  treatment  of  compound  fracture  of  <iie 
skull,  with  depression.  It  must  be  considered  that 
the  operation  of  trephining  is  of  itself  often  sufficiently 
dsngerous  to  produce  death ;  in  proof  of  this  I  would 
adduce  the  following  quotation  from  Mr.  Ellis's 
"Lectures  on  Clinical  Surgery,"  p.  139:— "The  late 
Dr.  CoUes  was  in  the  habit  of  stating  in  his  lectures, 
that  about  sixty  or  seventy  years  ago  there  was  a  Dr. 
E — t  in  this  city,  who  fancied  that  insanity  was  often 
the  consequence  of  a  want  of  due  proportion  between 
the  size  of  the  brain  and  the  cavity  of  the  cranium,  in 
short,  that  the  brain  had  not  sufficient  room  to  perform 
its  functions,  and  the  consequence  was  madness.  He 
accordingly  persuaded  himself  'that  if  there  was  a 
large  hole  (a  foramen  magnum  superior)  made  in  the 
roof  of  the  skulls  that  it'  would  be  productive  of  the 
double  advantage  of  relieving  the  brain  from  the  undue 
restraint  imposed  on  it  by  the  comparatively  small 
size  of  the  skull,  and  of  admitting  at  the  same  time  the 
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fresh  air  to  cool  the  overheated  organ/  Strange  as  it 
may  appear,  this  doctor  was  allowed  to  test  the  valtdil^ 
of  his  theory  in  Swift's  hospital  j  and  the  surgeon  of  the 

uistitution,^r.  O e,  with  more  condescension  than 

humanity,  trepanned  three  unfortunate  patients  !  Veil 
then,  the  brains  of  these  poor  creatures  were  relieved 
from  the  imaginary  restraint  which  the  sapient  Doctor, 
in  the  sublimity  of  his  hallucinationai  thought  they 
miffered,  and  the  oool  air  was  admitted,  (aye,  and  the 
light,  too,)  but  with  what  e£fect  ?  I  have  the  authority 
of  Dr.  CoUes,  when  I  state  that  no  advantage  whatever 
resulted  from  the  operations ;  on  the  contrary,  two  out 
of  the  three  persons  operated  upon  died  of  inflammation 
of  the  brain  and  its  membranes ;  the  third  survived, 
having  suffered  only  from  the  pain  of  the  operation  and 
permanent  deformity !  What  a  cruel  and  disgustii^ 
piece  of  absurdity  from  beginning  to  end.  The  only 
rational  way  of  accounting  for  the  transaction,  is  by 
iapposing  that  all  the  parties  concerned  were  in  a  state 
of  mental  derangement.  The  doctor  and  the  surgeon 
were  certainly  the  most  dangerous  lunatics  T  ever 
heard  of." 

Nothing,  then,  but  absolute  necessity  can  justify  this 
operation.  As,  therefore,  there  were  not  any  symptoms 
of  compression  in  this  case.  Dr.  Eves  determined 
merely  to  treat  it  strictly  upon  antiphlogistic  principles, 
and  the  result  proved  the  propriety  of  his  decision. 
Mr.  Ellis  rather  inclines  to  the  doctrine,  that  in  com- 
pound fracture,  wth  depreuion,  in  adults,  although  the 
constitutional  symptoms  are  trifling,  the  depressed  bone 
ought  to  be  elevated  before  the  wound  is  dressed.  Sir 
Astley  Cooper  held  the  same  opinion. 


Ckmtpound  Fracture  qf  Femur ;   SimpU  Fracture  qf 
Humerui;  Dielocaiion  qf  Shoulder, 

John  Webb,  aged  55,  was  admitted  into  the 
Cheltenham  General  Hospital,  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
Eves,  April  16th,  1851.  Comoound  fracture  of  the 
right  femur  in  the  middle-third,  with  small  external 
wound ;  simple  fracture  of  the  right  humerus  at  its 
upper-third  ;  dislocation  of  the  same  bone  upwards  and 
forwards,  the  head  of  the  humerus  being  distinctly  felt 
immediately  below  the  clavicle. 

He  is  an  agricultural  labourer,  of  a  healthy  aspect, 
and  has  always  enjoyed  tolerable  health.  This  morning, 
as  he  was  examining  the  axle-tree  of  a  loaded  dung 
cart,  it  (the  axle-tree)  broke,  and  the  cart  fell  on  him, 
and  remained  on  him  for  about  two  minutes  before  he 
could  be  extricated.  Splints  were  applied  to  the 
thigh,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  reduce  the  dislo- 
cation, but  failed  on  account  of  the  fracture  of  the 
humerus  being  too  near  the  shoulder  to  admit  of 
lufficient  hold  being  obtained  to  make  the  requisite 
extension.  Splints  were  applied  to  the  arm,  with  the 
hope  that  the  dislocation  might  be  reduced  after  the 
bone  had  become  properly  united. 

May  14th. — The  discharge  of  pus,  which  cota- 
menoed  a  few  days  after  his  admission,  has  now  become 
very   profuse,   and  exceedingly  foetid.      There  is  no 


attempt  at  union  of  bone,  and  he  is  evidently  sinking. 
Amputation,  by  circular  incision,  was  therefore  per- 
formed  at  the  upper-third  of  the  thigh.  The  muscles, 
in  the  centre  of  the  stlimp  presented  a  dark  unhealthy 
appearance. 

17th. — Stump  dressed;  no  union;  foetid  dischaxge. 
Warm  water-dressing  ordered. 

20th. — Stump  in  a  sloughing  state,  with  very  foetid 
discharge. 

24  th. — Stump  healing,  with  healthy  granulations. 

June  4th. — Tongue  brown,  and  dry;  vomiting. — 
R.  Hydrarg.  Chlor.,  gr.  iij.;  Pulv.  Zingibcris,  gr.  j* 
M.  Fiat  pulv.  statim  sumendus. 

9th. — ^The  wound  is  much  contracted;  all  the  ligatures 
but  one  are  removed ;  his  back  is  red  and  punfuL — 
Ordered  to  be  bathed  with  spirits  of  camphor,  and  the 
patient  to  be  placed  on  a  water  bed. 

11th.— His  back  is  much  better.— R.  Mist.  Quinae, 
oi.  j.,  bis  die. 

18th. — All  the  ligatures  are  removed;  the  stump  is 
healed,  except  over  the  bone,  the  edges  of  which  project 
through  the  granulations.  The  strapping  hitheito 
employed  has  been  to-day  discontinued. 

July  5th. — For  the  last  two  or  three  days  the  stump 
has  been  swollen ;  he  has  been  flushed,  and  had  rigors  ; 
to-day  an  abscess  has  burst  in  the  stump,  appearing  to 
communicate  with  the  back,  discharging,  as  Mr. 
Hartley,  the  resident  medical  officer  states,  about  kaff' 
a  gallon  qf  pu», 

7th. — He  appears  sinking  rapidly;  there  is  a  col- 
lection of  matter  between  the  fascia  and  integument, 
occupying  the  whole  of  the  left  back,  but  not  appearing 
to  communicate  with  the  opening  in  the  stump,  although 
doubtless  the  whole  of  the  integuments  of  the  back 
formed  at  first  the  wall  of  an  immense  cavity,  con- 
taining pus.  This  abscess  was  punctured,  and  aboat 
half  a  pint  of  thick  pus  dischaiged.  A  piece  of  lint 
was  placed  in  the  opening,  to  prevent  its  closing. 
Tongue  clean ;  pulse  90. — Cent.  Mist.  Quins.  Uaustum 
apodynum  habeat,  horfi  somni  sumendum. 

8th. — Considerable  discharge  on  withdrawing  the 
plug ;  tongue  clean. — Repetatur  haustus. 

12th.— Discharge  copious ;  pulse  120.— Cont.  Mist. 
Quinae. 

18th. — Discharge  about  the  same;  tongoe  dean; 
appetite  good. 

21st. — Edge  of  bone  somewhat  projects;  appetite 
good ;  tongue  clean ;  discharge  greatly  diminished. 

28th. — A  small  half  circle  of  bone  has  exfoliated  ;  . 
discharge  from  the  stump  and  back  has  quite  ceased. 

August  4th. — Matter  having  again  formed  between 
the  integument  and  fascia  of  the  back,  an  incision  was 
made,  and  pus,  to  the  amount  of  a  pint  and  a  half, 
escaped. 

12th. — Discharge  from  back  copious. — R.  Mist. 
Quinee,  oz.  j.,  ter  die. 

September  6th. — Back  still  discharges  slightly ;  the 
stump  has  healed,  and  looks  well. 

22nd.— Left  the  hospital  cured.  The  dislocation  of 
the  humerus  remaining  unreduced,  for  taking  both  the 
debility  of  the  patient  and  length  of  duration  of  dialo- 
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cation  into  consideration,  Dr.  £?es  did  not  think 
proper  to  attempt  its  redaction. 

This  patient,  who  resided  several  miles  from  the 
hospital  came  in  on  Janaary  14th,  1852,  to  have  a 
wdoden  leg  made ;  daring  his  stay  he  became  mach 
flushed  in  the  face,  there  was  pain,  redness,  heat,  and 
•welling  of  the  stump,  and  in  a  few  days  an  abscess 
burst  in  it,  which,  after  discharging  for  a  few  days,  got 
well,  and  he  again  left  the  hospital  apparently  cured, 
but  of  course  not  able  to  wear  an  artificial  leg.  It  is 
right  to  state,  that  besides  the  quinine,  &c.,  Webb  was 
supported  throughout  his  illness  with  good  diet  and 
porter.  The  case  is  a  remarkable  instance  of  recovery 
from  a  severe  accident  followed  by  such  enormous 
nipparation.  The  amputation  was  performed  under 
chloroform  which  saved  the  system  that  additional 
shock  and  doubtless  greatly  assisted  his  recovery. 

On  examination,  the  broken  ends  of  the  femur  were 
found  completely  denuded  of  the  periosteum  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  and  the  muscular  tissue  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  fracture  was  of  a  dark  colour,  softened,  and 
surrounded  with  pus. 
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The  records  of  the  conduct  of  the  medical 
officers  of  both  services,  so  almost  Tiniyersallj 
represent  them  in  a  faronrable  light,  that  let  the 
drcnmstances  under  which  they  maj  be  placed 
be  ever  so  diflficult  or  dangerous,  we  look  for 
details  of  unflinching  devotion  to  duty  and  to 
the  dictates  of  humanity  as  a  matter  of  course. 
It  is,  therefore,  with  a  feeling  akin  to  shame, 
that  wc  meet  with  any  instance  which  is  calcu- 
lnted  to  prove  an  exception  to  the  general  rule, 
Buch  as  at  first  sight  appears  to  have  been  the 
conduct  of  the  assistant-surgeon  of  the  Ul-fated 
Tessel,  Birkenhead,  If  we  are  to  put  any  faith 
in  the  narrative  of  one  of  the  survivors  of  this 
catastrophe,  as  quoted  in  the  "  Leader"  of  the 
THmet,  the  assistant-surgeon  was  the  indirect 
cause  of  the  destruction  of  many  unfortunates, 
he  having,  with  eight  of  the  crew,  hurried  away 
to  shore  at  once,  without  heeding  the  shrieks  of 
numbers  who  were  struggling  in  the  waters 
around  him.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  repudiate 
Bnch  an  interpretation  of  the  circumstances, 
and  cannot  avoid  the  conviction  that  the 
limes  is  deserving  of  censure  for  so  prema- 
turely blasting  the  character  of  a  gentleman, 
who,  as  it  may  turn  out  after  all,  acted 
to    the    best    of    his.   judgment,    under   the 


awful  trials  to  which  he  was  exposed.  Until  we 
have  better  authority  at  least  than  this,  we  will 
not  believe,  that  while  officers  and  men  were 
offering  an  example  of  self-sacrifice,  unparalleled 
in  the  annals  of  heroism,  the  surgeon  alone 
could  slink  away  to  shore,  bent  only^upon  the 
preservation  of  a  life  which  universal  execration, 
he  might  feel  assured,  would  render  a  burthen 
to  him. 

"We  had  penned  these  few  lines,  when  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction  we  found  our  surmises  more 
than  justified  in  the  manly  remonstrance  of  a 
relation  of  the  maligned  assistant-surgeon.  So 
far  from  being  among  the  first  to  seek  safety, 
Mr.  CuLHANB  was  the  last  to  leave  the  sinking 
ship,  and  only  as  the  poop  on  which  he  stood, 
sunk  in  the  waters  beneath  his  feet,  did  this 
noble  fellow  strive  to  preserve  his  own  life,  which 
he  did  not  easily,  but  by  swimming  more  than  a 
mile  to  reach  the  boat  in  which  he  is  said  to  have 
escaped.  Nor  is  this  all :  after  vainly  attempt- 
ing to  save  others,  and  for  a  period  of  ten  hours, 
being  exposed  to  wet  and  fatigue  in  an  open 
boat,  he  rode  a  distance  of  ninety-five  miles 
without  rest,  in  the  humane  attempt  to  obtain 
the  most  available  help.  If  ever  reparation  waa 
due  to  a  calumniated  man,  the  Times  owes  it 
Mr.  CuiHANB,  and  it  will  but  do  him  but  half 
justice  if  it  does  not  own  hun  to  be  a  man  of 
whom,  not  only  his  profession  but  his  coimtry 
must  be  proud. 


Thb  probable  operation  of  the  proposed  New 
Pharmacy  Bill  seems  to  excite  less  attention 
among  the  members  of  the  profession  in  general 
practice  than  might  have  been  anticipated.  And 
yet  its  objects  should  be  anything  but  a  matter 
of  indifference  as  regards  the  immediate  interests 
of  this  important  class  of  practitioners.  The 
intention  of  the  bill  is  clearly  to  raise  the  status 
of  the  chemist  and  druggist — to  metamorphose 
him,  in  fact,  from  a  mere  drug  grinder  to  a  scien- 
tific pharmaceutist.  To  this  no  valid  objection 
can  be  raised,  abstractedly  considered ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  much  to  be  desired,  that  so  im- 
portant a  duty  as  that  of  dispensing,  should  be 
discharged  alone  by  men  whose  compete,  o.  as 
to  their  knowledge  of  the  properties  and  dobcs  of 
drugs  has  been  properly  tested ;  instead  of,  as 
at  present,  being  intrusted  to  any  one  who 
chooses  to  invest  his  capital  in  blue  bottles  and  a 
smart  mahogany  counter.    There  is,  however,  a 
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Tiew  of  the  question  which  shows  that  what  is 
desirable  in  one  respect  may  be  detrimental  in 
another,  and  this  is  the  operation  of  the  Bill  on 
the  functions  and  interests  of  the  surgeon  in 
general  practice.  To  us  it  appears  more  than 
probable,  tliat  these  interests  will  suffer  con- 
siderable damage  in  the  event  of  this  Bill 
becoming  law.  Already  their  legitimate  sphere 
is  shamefully  encroached  upon,  even  with 
the  minimum  of  knowledge  the  druggist  can 
pretend  to ;  and  we  are  much  mistaken  if 
then  the  domain  of  the  general  practitioner 
be  not  still  more  seriously  invaded.  The 
humbler  classes  even  now  too  often  fail  to  per- 
ceive the  inferiority  of  the  druggist  to  the  educa- 
ted and  diplomatized  surgeon ;  will  not  the  con- 
fusion in  their  minds  be  still  greater,  when  the 
former  can  exhibit  a  parchment,  which,  to  their 
nninstructed  eyes  is  just  as  showy,  and  therefore 
equally  a  test  of  skill  as  that  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Hall  ?  That  the  effect  of  the  Bill  will  be  to  exalt 
the  chemist  at  the  expense  of  the  general  practi- 
tioner we  do  not  doubt,  unless  some  stnngent 
clause  be  introduced  with  reference  to  prescribing 
across  the  counter ;  and  this  clause  it  behoves 
the  general  practitioner  to  strive  for,  if  he 
would  preserve  his  legitimate  sources  of  emolu- 
ment from  still  further  diminution. 

Since  writing  the  above  we  have  received  the 
letter  of  Dr.  Websteb,  published  at  page  228. 
This  gentleman  takes  the  same  view  as  ourselves 
of  the  proposed  Bill ;  and  we  cannot  avoid  draw- 
ing attention  to  the  plan  which  he  advocates  for 
opposing  the  measure  in  Parliament.  Some- 
thing of  this  nature  should  assuredly  be 
attempted,  and  we  do  not  see  how  we  can  im- 
prove upon  Dr.  Webster's  proposition.     , 

There  is  one  suggestion,  too,  that  we  would 
make  to  the  framers  of  the  Bill,  which  would  at 
least  have  the  effect  of  popularising  the  measure 
to  a  certain  degree  with  the  medical  profession ; 
and  this  is,  by  some  means  to  disconnect  the  com- 
pounding and  dispensing  of  drugs  from  the 
vending  of  quack  medicines.  Such  is  the  extent 
to  which  these  villainous  nostrums  are  sold,  by 
chemists  of  even  the  most  respectable  standing, 
that  the  latter  are  reaUy  less  the  adjuvants  of  true 
medical  science,  than  of  fraud  and  imposture. 
If  Mr.  Bell  has  the  true  advancement  of  the  phar- 
maceutists at  heart,  he  will  make  a  strenuous 
endeavour  to  purge  his  order  from  this  damning 
blot,  and  leave  the  distribution  of  all  the 
farrago    of   quackery    to    hungry    newspaper 


proprietors,  a  class  of  individuals  who  think 
there  is  no  inconsistency  in  reviewing  a  book 
of  sermons  in  one  column,  and  advertising  tke 
most  beastly  obscenities  in  another. 


%ulms. 


Neuralgia :  its  Variotu  FomUf  Pathology ,  and  Trtat^ 
ment,  B^ng  the  Jacksonian  Prize  Ettay  qf  ik€ 
Royal  College  qf  Surgeons  for  1850,  with  AddUums. 
By  C.  TooGOOD  Dqwniko,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S. 
London:  Churchill,  1851. 

While  we  do  not  attempt  to  reply  to  the 
inquiry, — Why  it  is  that  disorders  of  the  nor- 
vous  system  are  so  much  more  prevalent  now 
than  heretofore,  there  can  be  little  difficidty 
in  acknowledging  the  fact,  as  well  as  in  applaud- 
ing the  choice  of  Dr.  Downing  in  making  amort 
important  section  of  these  disorders  the  ihen» 
of  his  essay. 

Neuralgia  is  a  term  generally  understood  to 
express  a  pain  in  the  track  of  a  nerve,  uncon- 
nected with  inflamipation  or  recognisable  lerioa. 
The  character  of  the  pain  is  familiar  to  all 
practitioners,  and  is  diagnosed  by  intermittent 
paroxysms,  variously  described  as  plunging, 
stabbing,  tearing,  or  shooting,  confined  to  the 
immediate  locality  of  a  known  nerve  and  iti 
ramifications.  Dr.  Downing  divides  neuralgia 
into  three  varieties,  the  spasmodic,  rheumatic, 
and  hysterical ;  each  of  which  admits  of  furtkeic. 
subdivisions,  according  to  the  site  of  Uia 
nerve  affected.  Spasmodic  neuralgia  is  thiu 
described : — 

"The  attack  is  sudden,  instantaneous,  and 
usually  without  warning.  A  person  in  good 
health  is  seized  in  a  moment  with  violent  pain 
in  some  part  of  the  body.  He  cannot  acoount 
for  it.  The  suffering  is  perhaps  moderate  at 
first,  and  ceases  in  a  few  minutes.  It  then 
recurs  after  a  brief  space,  again  without  wami^ 
or  apparent  cause,  and  increases  in  severity  shd 
duration.  Ultimately  the  disease  is  fully  estab- 
lished ;  the  suffering  occurs  at  intervals,  and  often 
amounts  to  paroxysms  of  excruciating  agonj. 
Then  it  is  that  some  premonitory  symptoms  may 
be  noticed  before  the  attack,  and  an  exciting 
cause  may  often  be  evident.  But  the  patient . 
alone  is  sensible  of  the  approaching  fit.  Nothing 
can  be  detected  by  the  medical  attendant  to 
indicate  it,  either  on  the  part  or  in  general 
demeanour,  except,  perhaps,  a  little  more 
watchfulness  in  the  countenance.      The  patient 
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k  on  the  alert, — is  roused  by  some  indefinable 
internal  sensations.  •  *  *  #  From 
careful  inquiry  I  have  ascertained  that  the  usual 
process  is  this, — the  previous  fit  having  passed 
oif,  the  nerve  has  an  interval  of  rest.  It  sleeps, 
as  it  were,  to  recruit  its  exhausted  strength. 
When  this  is  effected,  indications  are  given  that 
it  is  prepared  for  renewed  action.  *  *  * 
Tfw  parts  previously  relaxed  in  rest  begin  to 
brace  up,  so  to  speaJc.  They  assume  a  state  of 
great  excitability.  Slight  painless  shocks  are 
experienced ;  and  these  are  succeeded  by  others 
of  gradually  increasing  intensily,  until  the 
pwoxyBm  is  fully  established." — ^p.  7 

The  character  of  the  pain  is  various  ;  in  some 
(and  we  can  speak  from  painful  experience)  it 
Tj^semblee  repeated  electric  shocks,  each  for  a 
nipment  followed  by  an  agonizing  vibration, 
a|[parently  of  the  nerve  fibre  itself.  Others 
describe  it  as  "burning,"  "pricking,"  "throb- 
bjing,"  &c.  The  paroxsyms  are  intermittent, 
though  grouped  together  fpr  a  few  hours  at 
intervals  of  minutes.  In  some  cases  a  distinct 
periodicity  is  observed.  This,  tlio  author  regards, 
and  we  think  justly,  as  a  favourable  element  in 
tbe  case.  Much  diversity  is  known  to  exist  in 
tike  direction  of  the  pain,  as  well  as  in  the 
extent  of  nerve  affected.  Generally,  the  author 
observes,  that  the  pain  darts  from  within  out- 
wards ;  but  the  reverse  is  occasionally  the  fact. 
Sometimes  a  spot  which  can  be  covered  with  the 
^nger  is  alone  painful,  at  others  the  pain  will 
ndiate  from  this  as  from  a  centre.  Great 
difference  also  exists  in  respect  of  the  tenderness 
of  the  affected  part.  In  some  the  lightest 
touch, — as  of  the  clothes,  will  reproduce  the 
agony ;  in  others,  relief  is  obtained  by  firm 
pressure.  The  course  and  termination  are  as 
yarious  as  the  symptoms. 

Rheumatic  neuralgia  is  marked  by  heat,  pain, 
and  tenderness  of  surface ;  and  the  pain,  accord- 
ing to  the  author,  is  more  constant  and  dull  than 
in  the  former  varietj%  although  there  are  inter- 
yals  of  exacerbation.  It  is  also  to  bo  traced 
mostly  to  cold.  The  author,  however,  admits 
tjiatthe  diagnosis  is  diiHeiilt  in  words,  though 
facile  in  practice. 

JSysterical  neuralgia  is  another  of  the  many 
phases  of  hysteria,  which  is  saying  but  little,  for 
what  is  hysteria?  Its  most  usual  situations  are 
t)ie  head,  as  in  clavus ;  below  the  mammae,  in  the 
'iliac  regions,  loins,  sacrum,  or  spine  generally ; 
ip  the  mamma,  or  one  or  other  of  the  joints. 

With  this  brief  description  of  the  varieties  of 


neuralgic  pain.  Dr.  Downing  next  proceeds  to 
the  consideration  of  the  causes,  predisposing  and 
exciting.  Amongst  the  former  are  age,  sex, 
mode  of  life,  and  hereditary  predisposition ;  the 
latter,  according  to  the  author,  is  more  potent 
than  is  generally  admitted.  He  thinks  "  there 
cannot  be  a  shadow  of  doubt  that  the  neuralgic 
diathesis  and  even  special  forms  of  the  affection 
arc  occasionally  derived  from  parentage." 

In  speaking  of  the  sxciting  causes,  Dr.  Downing 
enters  with  some  minuteness  into  the  rdle  of  the 
alimentary  canal  in  its  deranged  conditions. 
The  exact  influence  of  these  has  been  disputed, 
but  the  facts  in  favour  of  the  h3rpothe8is  are  too 
numerous  to  be  easily  disposed  of  In  our  own 
personal  experience,  violent  attacks  of  sciatica 
are  indisputably  traceable  to  dyspeptic  troubles. 
There  are,  however,  many  cases  in  which  dyspep- 
tic symptoms,  coexisting  With  neuralgia,  may, 
in  the  author's  opinion,  be  the  sequence,  and  not 
the  cause, .  depending  on  the  irregularity  with 
which  food  is  taken  in  consequence  of  the  agony 
which  attends  mastication.  The  first  relation  of 
the  symptoms  is  only  to  be  made  out  by  careful 
inquiry  into  the  history  of  the  case.  Changes 
of  temperature,  osseous  deposit  in  the  vicinily  of 
nerves,  disease  of  the  nervous  centres,  caries  of 
the  teeth,  and  malaria,  are  so  many  other  recog- 
nised exciting  causes,  all  of  which  meet  with 
due  consideration. 

The  proximate  cause  or  nature  of  neuralgia  is 
involved  in  obscurity.  The  author  investigates, 
with  great  attention,  the  various  theories  which 
have  been  advanced,  and  scrupulously  weighs 
the  arguments  by  which  each  is  supported,  but 
without  arriving  at  any  very  satisfactory  con- 
clusion, as  is  seen  in  the  following  quo&tion : — 

"It  would  be  useless  to  pursue  this  subject 
further ;  a  sufficient  number  of  facts  have  been 
adduced  to  justify  us  in  concluding  that  the 
nature  of  neuralgia  is  not  to  bo  discovered  by 
morbid  anatomy.  In  a  very  small  proportion  of 
cases  only  have  alterations  been  perceptible,  and 
these  of -a  very  diverse  character;  even  these 
were  far  from  pertaining  to  the  nervous  affection, 
but  were  refcrrible  to  neuritis  or  rheumatism. 
Moreover,  it  is  proved  by  an  abundance  of  facts, 
that  neuralgia  can  exist,  with  8everit\ .  for  a 
number  of  years  without  leaving  any  app.  iable 
lesion  after  death;  we  must  therefore  discard, 
as  unfounded  on  observation,  all  those  theories 
which  attribute  neuralgia  to  an  inflammation, 
acrid  irritation,  hypertrophy,  or  atrophy  of 
nerves.    There  is  reason  to  regret  that  no  inves- 
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tigationg  on 'this  gubject  have  been  made  with 
the  microscope,  as  poBsiblj  some  struotural 
change  would  be  detected  which  escapes  the 
unaided  eye.  But  with  our  present  information 
everything  tends  to  demonstrate  that  this  painful 
malady  consists  in  a  functional  derangement,  the 
organic  cause  of  which  eludes  us  completely." — 
p.  80. 

The  local  condition  of  the  nerve  during  a 
paroxysm  of  neuralgia  is  a  question  of  the 
utmost  interest.  Dr.  Downmg  is  inclined  to  the 
belief  that  the  sensitive  fibres  are  themselves 
thrown  into  a  state  of  spasm,  through  the 
agency  of  the  neurilemma,  a  structureless  mem- 
brane identical  with  the  sarcolemmaof  unstriped 
muscular  fibre.  This  idea  is  not  confined  to  the 
author,  however,  as  Sauvages  had  long  since 
adverted  to  it ;  and  the  same  opinion  is  enter- 
tained by  Mr.  Joseph  Swan. 

We  shall  not  follow  our  author  through  the 
next  section  of  his  work,  which  is  occupied  with 
the  diagnosis  and  the  alliances  of  neuralgia  with 
other  morbid  states,  but  shall  proceed  at  once 
to  the  chapter  on  treatment,  because  in  this  we 
find  the  most  original  portion  of  his  observations. 
The  principles  of  treatment  in  neuralgia  are 
divisible  into  three  indications  :— Ist,  to  remove 
the  predisposing  and  exciting  causes ;  2nd,  to 
avoid  aQ  possible  sources  of  irritation;  3rd,  to 
allay  the  morbid  irritability  of  the  nerve  itself. 
In  fulfiUing  the  first  indication,  the  author  gives 
judicious  instruction  on  the  method  of  conducting 
an  examination  with  reference  to  the  causes, 
constitutional  and  local,  the  removal  of  which  is 
Hie  desideratum  ;  but  the  third  is  that  on  which 
most  is  to  be  said.  The  medicinal  agents  are 
general  and  local ;  the  former  are  very  numerous, 
and  include  drugs  of  the  most  opposite  actions. 
Carbonate  of  iron,  quinine,  arsenic,  zinc,  stiych- 
nine,  among  the  tonics;  croton  oil  and  other 
purgatives,  opium  and  its  preparations,  bel- 
ladonna, aconite,  and  Indian  hemp,  among 
sedatives,  form  the  staple  of  internal  treatment. 
The  local  measures,  are  blisters  and  other  forms 
of  counter-irritants,  (which  are  almost  universally 
employed  by  Valleix,)  veratrine  ointment,  and 
the  endermic  use  of  morphine  and  other  seda- 
tives, galvanism,  intense  cold,  and  lastly,  a 
method  peculiar  to  the  author,  which  we  shall 
presently  mention. 

In  reflecting  upon  the  action  of  these  several 
remedies,  both  general  and  local,  the  author 
observes  that  they  may  be  resolved  into  two 


categories,  the  stimulant  or  tonic,  and  the 
sedative.  Why  the  same  result  should  follow 
measures  so  opposite,  he  endeavours  to  show  by 
a  reference  to  the  physiology  of  the  nervoiu 
system;  "both,  (he  says,)  produce  the  like 
result, — namely,  temporary  loss  of  the  polar  or 
erectile  property,  but  in  an  opposite  manner. 
The  one  directly  paralyzes  the  action,  the  other 
destroys  it  by  over-stimulation."  . 

The  new  method  of  treatment  to  which  we 
allude,  as  the  most  original  portion  of  this  work, 
is  that  of  the  local  application  of  sedative  vapour 
by  means  of  an  apparatus  specially  adapted  to  the 
purpose,  and  which  in  the  author's  hands  has  been 
productive  of  very  beneficial  results.  We  do 
not  know  that  it  has  been  tested  by  others.  Hie 
apparatus  consists  essentially  of  a  reservoir  or 
chamber,  in  which  the  material  used  can  be 
ignited ;  beUows,  for  the  purpose  of  generatiiig 
a  current  of  air  through  the  ignited  material ; 
and  tubes,  with  terminations  of  various  kinda, 
for  conducting  the  air  or  vapour  to  the  part 
required.  The  materials  used  are  chiefly  the 
slender  stalks,  leaves,  and  seeds,  of  sedative 
plants,  such  as  henbane,  hemlock,  belladonna, 
aconite,  Indian  hemp,  &c. 

The  general  doctrines  of  neuralgia,  together 
with  the  general  principles  of  treatment,  being 
thus  disposed  of,  the  author  next  addreaaes 
himself  to  the  consideration  of  the  local  numi- 
festations  of  the  malady,  as  it  shews  itself  in 
neuralgia  of  the  several  branches  of  the  fifth 
pair,  of  the  seventh  pair,  the  cervico-occipitai^ 
intercostal,  lumbo-abdominal,  and  brachial 
nerves.  Sciatica  and  crural  neuralgia  are 
next  in  succession,  after  which  we  have  a 
description  of  neuralgia,  as  it  afiects  the 
mammae,  the  testes,  the  joints,  and  internal 
viscera.  A  very  important  variety  of  the 
disease,  ^rai^ma^iV  neuralgia,  occupies  the  closing 
chapter  of  the  book.  From  all  these  difierent 
subjects,  we  might  select  passages  of  great  prac- 
tical value,  did  our  space  permit;  but  we  are 
constrained  to  content  ourselves  with  a  notice  of 
the  latter  form  of  the  disease,  which  is  the  more 
deserving  of  attention  that  it  has  not  hitherto 
been  minutely  described. 

Traumatic  neuralgia  is  the  term  applied  to 
neuralgia  arising  from  local  injury,  or,  as  is  not 
uncommonly  the  case,  from  surgical  operations. 
The  causes  which  give  rise  to  this  form  of 
neuralgia  are  stated  to  be— 1st,  a  foreign  body 
in  the  substance  of  the  nerve ;  2nd,  partial  or 


BIRMINGHAM  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 


217 


entire  diviflion  of  a  nerve ;  and  3rd,  pressure  on 
a  nerve.  The  author  quotes  a  remarkable  case 
of  the  first  division,  which  occurred  in  the  prac- 
tice of  Mr.  Wardrop ;  but  the  most  interesting 
cases  aye  those  which  occasionally  follow  ampu- 
tation, and  which  are  as  severe  as  they  are 
unmanageable.  In  these  cases  it  is  somewhat 
uncertain  whether  the  paia  is  to  be  referred  to 
division,  irritation  by  spiculse,  or  to  pressure. 
The  author  thinks  that  the  pain  may  be  due  to 
either  cause ;  it  may  arise  "  from  ajixed  half-cut 
nervous  fibril,  which  is  excited  to  action  by  the 
iBotion  of  the  limb ;  from  a  nervous  trunk  or 
SbTilcoffipressedhj^e  cqntracting  cicatrix,  or 
against  the  shaft  of  the  bone  ;  or  by  the  harden- 
ing of  the  lymph  in  the  bulbous  extremity ;  and 
lastly,  through  spiculm  of  hone  running  into,  or 
OBseouB  deposit  taJdng  place  in,  a  nervous 
branch." 

In  the  treatment  of  traumatic  neuralgia  no 
fixed  rule  can  be  laid  down.  Internal  remedies 
are  useless ;  division  of  the  nerve  above  the 
presumed  seat  of  irritation  has  succeeded  in 
some  cases,  failed  in  others.  The  author  very 
properly  remarks,  that  to  be  successful  the 
division  should  be  practised  early,  before  the 
neiVoos  system  is  irretrievably  impressed.  In 
neuralgia  of  stumps,  it  has  been  recommended 
to  reopen  the  cicatrix,  remove  the  bulbous  end 
of  the  nerve,  or  to  amputate  above.  The  proba- 
bility of  either  of  these  measures  being  suc- 
cessful will,  the  author  observes,  depend  on  the 
local  nature  of  the  exciting  cause,  and  the  local- 
ization of  the  neuralgic  pain.  His  own  suggestion 
Ib,  to  rectify,  if  possible,  the  general  neuralgic 
diathesis,  and  to  apply  local  sedatives  by  his 
apparatus.  In  one  case  narrated,  this  plan  was 
eminently  successfrd. 

We  here  close  our  notice  of  Dr.  Downing's 
Tolume,  and  have  much  pleasure  in  commending 
it  to  the  perusal  of  our  readers.  The  diseases 
treated  of,  which  are  among  the  most  distressing 
to  the  patient  and  baffling  to  the  physician,  have, 
in  the  present  instance,  met  with  an  attentive 
consideration  which  cannot  fail  to  impart  valuable 
information  even  to  the  best  informed.  Of  the 
probable  advantages  of  the  "  Aneuralgicon"  we 
will  not  hazard  an  opmion,  but  it  is  a  point  upon 
wbich  experience  will  soon  and  readily  decide ; 
ahould  it  do  so  favourably,  Dr.  Downing  will  have 
earned  himself  a  most  meritorious  distinction. 


Xegal  Examiner  and  Journal  qf  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

This  periodical,  which  is  the  weekly  organ  of 
the  movement  now  going  on  for  the  reform  of 
our  law,  devotes  one  portion  of  its  pages  to  the 
consideration  of  forensic  medicine — a  branch  of 
science  which  has  never  yet  been  represented  by 
any  English  periodical  publication.    On  the  Con- 
tinent and  in  America  there  are  regular  journals 
which  take  cognizance  of  this  subject ;  and  we 
can  hardly  doubt  that  an  attempt  to  obtain  for 
it  a  footing  in  this  country  will  meet  with  support 
from  the  medical  profession.     We  see  that  the 
pages  of  the  Legal  Examiner  contain  many 
interesting  medico-legal  cases  reported- from  the 
late  circuits;   but  we  believe  that  the  Editor 
feels  the  want  of  some  continued  support  from 
medical  men  in  the  way  of  contributions  on  the 
various  points  connected  with  forensic  medicine. 
A  series  of  papers  has,  we  see,  been  com- 
menced in  this  journal  on  the  laws  relating  to 
I  the  medical  profession.      The  review  goes  back 
;  to  the  earliest  times ;  and  at  a  moment  when 
I  I^edical  Eeform  is  so  much  talked  of,  a  historical 
•  sketch  of  this  sort  will  be  found  bothinterestiBg 
I  and  instructive  by  our  readers. 
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DB.   FLETCHER   IN   THE   CHAIB. 

A  very  large  Tumour  qf  the  Uterus,  lying  upon  an 
enormous  Tumour  qf  the  Right  Ovary ^  formed  in 
part  of  solid  tissue  like  the  Uterine  Tumour,  and 
chiefly  qf  a  large  Cyst,  containing  thin  Blood,  the 
whole  undergoing  Cell  Degeneration-,  numerous  Minor 
Tumours  (^proaehiug  to  fungus  m  character, — By 
GfioaGB  Elkinoton,  Esq. 

SecHO'Cadaneris.—Thi^  intestines  were  slightly  glued 
together  by  recent  peritonitis,  and  the  abdomen  con- 
tained a  considerable  quantity  of  opaqae  white  flaid». 
not  unlike  thin  pus.  A  large  tumour,  having  tiio 
external  appearance  of  the  uterus,  immensely  hyper- 
trophied,  occupied  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  On 
raising  this,  which  was  easily  done,  it  was  found 
resting  upon  another  softer  tumour,  which  occupied  all 
the  posterior  part  of  the  abdomen,  resting  upon  the 
spine,  the  pillars  of  the  diaphragm,  and  lumbar  muscles, 
and  extending  into  the  pelvis.  In  endeavouring  to 
remove  the  first-mentioned  tumour  by  an  indsioa 
through    the  vagina,  the    knife  BMsed   through  the 
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bladder,  which,  perhaps  was  somewhat  distended,  and 
through  the  vagina,  and  opened  some  part  of  the  last 
mentioned  tomour  lying  behind  the  vagina ;  firom  this 
flowed  a  very  large  quantity  of  fluid,  deeply  coloured 
with  dark  blood,  to  the  extent,  certainly,  of  two 
quarts,  Mr.  Elkington  thought  three,  at  least.  In  this 
fluid  were  contained  flnagments  of  tissue,  looking  more 
like  lumps  of  fibrin,  which,  however,  they  were  proved 
xiot  to  be.  By  this  drain  the  posterior  tumour  was 
materially  lessened,  though  still  forming  a  large  mass. 
The  whole  mass  was  taken  out  altogether,  and  was 
removed  for  insp^tion;  it  did  not  adhere  to  the 
surrounding  parts.  All  the  other  organs  of  the  body 
were  quite  healthy.  The  tumour  in  front  proved  to  be 
a  single  very  large  tumour,  developed  in  the  wall  of 
the  uterus  on  the  left  side ;  it  was  entirely  enclosed  by 
a  thick  prolongation  of  the  uterine  wall ;  it  lay  entirely 
on  the  left  of  the  uterine  cavity,  was  greatly  elongated, 
was  curved  round  its  right  side,  although  externally 
there  was  no  indication  of  the  situation  of  the  cavity. 
The  OS  was  open  and  natural.  The  mucous  membrane 
of  the  uterus  was  deficient  in  the  upper  part  for  about 
the  space  of  a  half-crown,  exposing  the  tumour.  From 
the  left  side  of  thu  larger  tumour,  at  the  upper  part, 
projected  another  tumour,  about  the  size  of  an  egg, 
attached  by  a  broad  pedi\:le.  The  left  ovary  lay  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  tumour.  The  other  large  tumour 
was  connected  with  the  right  side  of  the  uterus  by  the 
broad  ligament.  It  was  plainly  the  right  ovary  which 
had  twisted  itself  back,  and  had  developed  itself  behind 
the  uterus.  The  Fallopian  tube  lay  at  the  upper  part, 
dilated  to  the  calibre  of  a  goose  quill,  until  it  approached 
the  uterus,  when  it  was  greatly  contracted,  and  I  think 
was  not  pervious  to  the  organ.  The  large  ovarian 
tumour  consisted  of  a  very  large  sac,  still  containing  a 
quantity  of  thin  dark  blood,  in  which  lay  small  masses 
of  debris.  The  upper  part  of  the  wall  was  very  thick, 
and  formed  a  mass  of  tumour  nearly  resembling  the 
one  coimected  with  the  uterus.  The  posterior  wall  was 
also  thick,  but  very  irregularly  nodulated  by  small 
tumours,  which  had  more  of  a  fungoid  aspect.  The 
structure  of  the  uterine  tumour  seemed  to  have  been  of 
lobules  of  various  sizes,  connected  closely  together,  of 
a  smooth,  yellowish,  homogeneous  tissue.  The  whole 
tumour  much  resembled  in  its  characters  the  description 
given  by  Sir  A.  Cooper  of  the  chronic  mammary 
tumour;  the  centre,  however,  was  very  friable,  and 
readily  broken  up ;  it  seemed  in  process  of  assuming  a 
fungoid  character.  The  small  tumour,  springing  from 
it,  was  much  softer  and  more  vascular,  and  turned  out 
of  its  capsule  like  a  kidney;  it  contained  extravasations 
oi  dark  blood,  and  altogether  presented  a  great  admix- 
ture of  a  fungoid  character  in  its  structure.  The 
tumour,  which  formed  the  upper  wall  of  the  large  cyst, 
had  evidently  been  much  diminished  from  below, 
apparently  by  a  process  of  degeneration ;  its  general 
aspect  was  like  that  of  the  uterine  tumour,  but  it  was 
softer,  more  vascular,  and  contained  streaks  of  extra- 
vasations, and,  besides,  small  cavities  filled  with 
coagulated  blood.  The  posterior  wall  presented 
tumours,  many  entirely  fungoid  in  their  character. 


Miarateopie  BxmnimUkm  hff  Dr.  RnsseU,  —  The 
exterior  of  the  tumour  in  the  wall  of  the  uterus  was  of 
a  distinctly  fibrous  texture;  it  was  firmer  than  any 
other  part;  the  fibres  seemed  rather  broad,  in  some 
respects  resembling  involuntary  muscular  fibres,  though 
the  tumour  was  perfectly  distmct  horn  the  portion  of 
uterine  tissue  prolonged  over  it  It  did  not  prescDt  any 
fat.  The  remains  of  the  ovarian  tumour  oonstitataiig 
the  upper  and  very  thick  part  of  the  wall  of  the  cyst» 
consisted  of  fibrous  tissue  also,  much  as  the  uterine 
tumour ;  a  large  portion  of  it  presented  flat  bands,  but 
a  large  part  also  a  more  delicate  fibrillation,  but 
nowhere  marked  as  in  genuine  fibrous  tissue;  it  was  in 
part  in  broad  strands  without  definite  amngement,  in 
part  in  large  sheets.  Portions  of  the  tissue  of  the 
ovarian  tumour  were  aosttered  ovpr  widi  small  oil 
globules,  generally  gathered  into  small  groups  (indi- 
cating, I  suspect,  a  stsge  towards  formation  of  cells), 
in  places,  however,  strewed  over  the  specimens.  In  some 
specimens  there  were  bodies  strewed  over  the  surfsce 
having  just  the  character  of  nudd  of  eeUs.  By  acetic 
add  the  tissue  of  the  ovarian  tumour  became  more 
transparent,  retaining,  however,  its  fibrous  maridngs, 
which  in  parts  became  more  distinct,  and  the  oil 
globules  were  thrown  up  more  prominently.  In  the 
water  around  many  specunens  there  floated  the  cells  to 
be  hereafter  mentioned,  indicating  the  formation  of 
these  cells  in  the  heart  of  the  fibrous  tumour.  'Rie 
centre  of  the  uterine  tumour  was  very  friable  and 
crumbling,  and  consisted  entirdy  of  cdls;  they  floated 
abundantly  in  the  water  employed,  and  ieemed,  by 
adhering  to  one  another,  to  form  the  solid  portion. 
Most  of  them  were  variously  caudate,  and  resembled 
epithelium  more  than  other  cells.  Their  wall  was  very 
delicate;  in  many  the  nudeus  very  distinct,  in  other 
fainter  and  more  ddicate. 

It  appears  that  these  were  fibrous  tumours,  broken 
down  by  degenerating  into  cdls;  this  process  had  gone 
on  extensively  in  the  ovarian  tumour,  and  had  nearly 
destroyed  it;  it  was  prcceedinj^  in  the  uterine  tumour 
in  the  centre.  The  fragments  washed  out  of  the  large 
cyst  were  plainly  debris  of  the  tumour.  The  process 
of  trarsformation  into  cells  appears  to  have  gone  on 
throQghout  a  great  part  of  the  tumour  at  once,  mote 
vigorously  towards  the  centre,  but  not  confined  there, 
and  extending  thence,  for  cells  were  formed  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  tumour. 

The  subject  of  this  tumour  was  Mrs.  Jennens, 
aged  46,  the  mother  of  two  children  of  the  respective 
ages  of  25  and  23.  Her  first  labour  was  rather 
tedious,  and  the  second  very  quick,  the  child  being 
expelled  without  much  previous  pain,  while  she  was  in 
the  act  of  cleaning  a  fender.  She  walked  up  to  bed» 
and  went  on  well  until  the  end  of  the  fifth  or  sixth 
day,  wjien  she  was  seized  with  inflammation  of  the 
bowels,  and  was  confined  to  her  room  for  eight  weeks. 
She  remained  in  a  very  delicate  state  of  health  for  some 
time  subsequently,  and  was  informed  by  her  medical 
attendant  that  she  would  never  again  become  pregnant. 
She  first  became  aware  of  the  existence  of  a  tumour 
about  two  years  after  her  last  confinement ;  it  then  Uy 
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rather  to  the  right  side  of  the  pelvic  region,  and  was 
about  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg.  It  afforded  her  very 
little  inconvenience,  and  appeared  to  increase  almost 
unperoeptibly  until  about  two  years  ago,  when  the 
catamenia  ceased.  After  this  period  the  tumour 
Increased  more  rapidly,  and  became  the  seat  of  frequent 
pain  and  uneasiness. 

I  first  saw  Mrs.  Jennens  in  March,  1850;  the 
tumour  was  then  about  the  size  of  a  small  foetal  head ; 
it  occupied  the  pelvic  region,  and  appeared  to  be  firmly 
impacted  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  feeling  like  the 
uterus  when  firmly  contracted  after  parturition.  The 
tumour  was  very  tender  to  the  touch.  She  had  a 
qiuck  pulse,  sickness,  and  Tomiting,  and  appeared  to  be 
suffering  from  infiammation  in  the  tumour  and  peri- 
toneal covering.  These  symptoms  were  removed  by 
leeches,  fomentations,  &c.,  and  in  a  short  time  she  was 
restored  to  her  ordinary  health. 

In  September,  1850,  I  was  again  r^equested  to  attend 
her.  The  tumour  had  undergone  considerable  increase 
in  size,  and  she  was  again  suffering  from  local  inflam- 
mation, which  was  removed  by  similar  means  as  before. 
In  December,  1850  she  again  became  worse,  and 
suffered  from  great  pain  in  the  left  iliac  region,  in 
which  direction  the  tumour  appeared  to  be  rapidly 
extending.  There  appeared  to  be  a  distinct  tumour  on 
the  left  side,  about  the  size  of  an  orange,  which  seemed 
to  grow  from  the  side  of  the  original  swelling.  This 
Increased  rapidly  during  the  months  of  January  and 
February,  1851,  and  the  morbid  mass  also  extended 
itself  into  the  right  iliac  region,  and  ascended  higher 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  About  this  period  she 
suffered  from  retention  of  urine,  and  for  some  weeks  it 
became  necessary  to  pass  the  catheter  several  times 
daily.  These  symptoms  gradually  subsided  as  the 
tumour  rose  in  the  abdomipal  cavity,  and  she  again 
became  tolerably  comfortable.  The  tumour,  however, 
Steadily  increased,  and  assumed  a  nodulated  character  ; 
several  smaller  ones  arising  from  its  upper  part ;  the 
development  of  each  being  attended  with  symptoms  of 
local  inflammatory  action.  At  the  end  of  March  her 
sufferings  became  much  increased.  The  tumour  grew 
rapidly  in  all  directions,  and  she  had  almost  constant 
pain  and  vomiting,  which,  with  occasional  periods  of 
amelioration,  continued  to  grow  worse  until  the  period 
of  her  death,  which  took  place  on  the  20th  November, 
1851. 

yVsmserw  Frwiwre  qf  the  Patella. — By  Mr.  Moobk. 

This  specimen  was  obtained  from  an  old  man  who 
had  the  misfortune  to  fracture  his  patella  some  time 
back.  The  specimen  lias  been  removed  from  the  body 
some  days ;  and  five  weeks  and  three  days  elapsed  from 
the  date  of  the  accident,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  took  place  in  consequence  of  debility  and  bed- 
sores. The  two  portions  of  the  bone  are  seen  firmly 
united  by  ligamentous  structure,  which  has  not  yet 
Acquired  the  characteristic  colour,  being  still  dark  and 
containing  blood.  The  parts  round  the  joint,  integu- 
ments, &c.,  were  all  exceedingly  vascular.  The 
ligament  is  very  short,  and,  considering  the  restlessness 


of  the  patient,  he  having  at  times  become  much  excited, 
trying  to  get  out  of  bed,  &c.,  the  separation  between 
the  fragments  is  very  little  indeed. 

Dilatation  qf  the  Aorta, — ^By  Mr.  Moorb. 

The  subject  from  which  this  specimen  was  obtained 
died  generally  anasarcous.  She  had  suffered  frona 
oedema  pedum  for  some  years,  and  had  frequently  had 
attacks  of  bronchitis.  During  life  a  loud  bruit  was 
heard  in  the  course  of  the  aorta.  The  valves  of  the 
heart  were  all  healthy,  but  the  heart  itself  was  some- 
what, although  not  considerably,  hypertrophied.  There 
are  numerous  hard  deposits  in  the  tissue  of  the  i  essel, 
which  is  nearly  thrice  the  size  of  the  normal  state. 

Faity  TVmour.-^By  Mr.  Moors. 

This  specimen  was  removed  from  the  neck  of  a  patient 
near  sixty  years  of  age.  It  had  been  growing  some 
twenty  years,  and  of  late  had  caused  headache  and 
giddiness  by  its  pressure  on  the  vessels.  It  was  situated 
beneath  the  platysma  myoides,  and  hung  over  the 
clavicle,  almost  reaching  the  mammae.  Its  size  when 
removed,  was  larger  than  it  now  seems,  and  it  weighed 
nearly  three  pounds.  The  operation  was  performed  by 
Professor  Sands  Cox. 

Necrosii  qf  the  Upper  Jaw.—Bj  Mr.  Moore. 

This  portion  of  bone  consists  of  the  greater  part  of 
the  alveolar  process  of  the  right  side  of  the  npper-jaw. 
It  contains  the  two  last  molar  teeth,  and  was  removed 
from  a  patient  who  eight  months  back  had  an  attack  of 
small-pox.  It  appears  that  on  convalescence  from  this 
attack,  the  lower  teeth  first  became  loose  and  dropped 
out,  and  afterwards  the  bone  became  affected  and  a 
portion  of  that  was  removed.  On  presenting  himself 
at  the  Queen's  Hospital,  some  tluree  months  sinde, 
most  of  the  upper  teeth  were  found  loose,  and  the 
portion  of  bone  now  shown,  also  in  process  of  separation. 
Its  complete  detachment,  however,  was  not  effected 
until  some  days  back.  The  patient  is  now  well,  with 
the  loss  of  the  teeth.  It  is  remarkable  there  was  never 
any  affection  of  the  soft  parts.  It  oould  not  be  ascer- 
tained whether  mercury  had  been  taken. 

Necroted  Bone  discharged  from  the  iViw.— By  Mr. 
Moorb. 

These  portions  of*  bone  passed  from  the  nose  of  a 
patient  affected  with  secondary  syphilis,  who  was  under 
the  care  of  Professor  Parker.  There  are  four  pieces  of 
bone,  one  of  hirge  size,  being  nearly  half  an  inch  square, 
and  four  lines  in  thickness.  The  other  portions  are 
smaller.  They  probably  came  from  the  sphenoidal 
cells,  but  this  cannot  be  stated  with  certainty.  There 
was  no  visible  deformity  of  the  nose  caused  by  their 
coming  away. 

Diseased  Humerus.^By  Mr.  Moore. 

The  patient  from  which  this  specimen  was  obtained, 
met  with  an  accident  eight  months  before  his  admission 
into  the  hospital,  and  fractured  the  lower-third  of  the 
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humerus.  He  applied  to  some  empiric  who  put  the 
arm  straight  and  kept  it  so  for  some  time,  the  result  of 
the  treatment  heing  the  state  found  on  admission.  The 
forearm  and  hand  were  very  oedematouSi  and  the  elbow 
joint  anchylosed.  There  was  a  wound  at  the  seat  of 
fracture,  through  which  the  probe  detected  dead  bone. 
There  had  been  no  union,  and  a  false  joint  existed, 
allowing  of  some  degree  of  motion.  There  was  also 
another  external  wound  near  the  sui^cal  neck,  where 
likewise  deiKl  bone  was  found.  The  boy  was  of  a  scrofu-' 
lous  aspect.  Amputation  was  performed  by  Professor 
Knowles,  and  the  patient  discharged  in  4  short  lime  well. 
The  specimen  shows  a  sequestrum  contained  in  a  bony 
canal  at  the  lower-third  of  the  humerus^  and  also  anoth^ 
near  the  upper  extremity,  with  a  cloaca  in  the  outside 
shell  at  the  latter  point. 


STOCKPOET  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Stockport  Medical 
Society,  on  the  7th  of  April  inst.,  George  Downes,  Esq., 
Presidoit,  in  the  chair,  the  Medical  Bill  prepared  by 
the  Worcester  Council  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association  was  considered,  and  on  the  motion 
of  J.  Medd,  Esq.,  seconded  by  John  Rayner,  Esq., 

//  wtu  unanmoutly  renlvedf — 
"  That  the  general  principles  of  the  Bill  are  worthy 
the  earnest  support  of  the  profession,  and  the  members 
here  present  pledge  themseWes  to  use  their  utmost 
exertions  in  furtherance  of  such  general  principles  of 
the  said  bill  becoming  law." 

It  was  also  resolved, — 
*'  That  the  above  resolution  be  forwarded  for  insertion 
in  the  Protfincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.'  and 
that  when  the  Bill  is  brought  before  Parliament,  a  copy 
otit  be  sent  to  the  county  and  borough  Members,  with 
a  request  that  they  will  support  the  same." 


/nreign  fprtmetit/ 


PRANCE. 

ACADBMIE     DE8     SCIENCES. 

M.  Waller,  of  Bonn,  laid  before  this  Society  a  new 
method  of  studying  the  nervous  system,  which  consists 
in  making  sections  of  its  structure  at  different  places, 
whether  of  the  nerves  or  of  the  spinal  marrow,  and 
after  keeping  the  animal  alive  for  two  or  three  months, 
to  determine  the  changes  which  have  taken  place,  by  the 
aid  of  the  microscope.  He  has  thus  instituted  some 
important  researches  on  the  reproduction  of  nerves. 

M.  Retnoso  further  illustrated  his  views  on  the 
production  qf  sugar  in  the  urine.  It  may  be  remembered 
(see  Prov.  Joum.  January  7th,  1852,)  that  he  considered 
Jhe  presence  of-  this  ingredient,  intimately  allied  to 
disturbances  of  the  respiratory  function,  his  present 
object  is  to  confirm  the  statement  then  made,  which  he 


does  by  affirming  that  he  has  found  sugar  in  the  urine  in 
phthisis,  in  pleurisy,  and  in  chronic  bronchitis  and 
asthma.  He  has  likewise  found  it  in  the  urine  of 
patients  who  were  taking  arsenic  and  the  preparations 
of  iron. 

M.  Robin  presented  a  memoir  in  which  he  proposed 
some  new  views  on  the  causes  of  albuminous  urine. 
'*  In  the  state  of  health,"  he  observed,  "  the  albumin- 
ous principles  are  oxygenized  in  the  blood,  and  the 
resulting  compounds — urea  and  uric  acid,  pass  off  by 
the  kidneys.  If,  then,  from  any  cause,  the  due  com- 
bustion  of  albumen  is  interfered  with,  it  passes  through 
the  kidneys  unchanged,  instead  of  in  the  form  of  nrea 
and  uric  acid.  This  theory  he  considers  to  be  supported 
by  numerous  facts.  Thus,  the  urine  becomes  albumin- 
ous : — 1.  In  croup,  in  aggravated  cases  of  ascitesj  in- 
phthisis,  and  in  advanced  pregnancy,  all  of  which  dis- 
turb respiration.  2.  In  cyanosis  or  diseases  of  the 
heart,  which  induce  a  state  of  semi-asphyxia.  3.  In 
diseases  or  injuries  of  the  nervous  centres  whidi  are 
marked  by  a  fall  of  animal  temperature.  4.  In  that 
state  of  exhausted  nervous  enei^gy,  to  which  the  name 
of  cour  vatme  is  applied.  Some  confirmatory  facts  are 
also,  he  considers,  to  be  derived  from  comparatiTe 
anatomy.  Thus,  in  general,  he  states,  the  uiine  of 
birds  and  •mammifers  does  not  contain  albumen. 
Among  reptiles,  on  the  contrary,  which  axe  distinguished 
by  a  low  animal  tempentuie,  albumen  it  always  present 
in  the  urine. 

M.M.  Desoranges  and  Devay,  of  Lyons,  reported 
a  successful  case  of  transfusion  of  blood.  The  patient 
was  a  female  aged  27  years,  whose  life  was  placed  in 
the  greatest  jeopardy  by  uterine  luemorrhage.  All  other 
measures  failing,  the  operation  of  transfusion  was  per- 
formed. The  immediate  effects  were  satisfiutory,  bat 
in  a  few  hours  there  was  gVeat  excitement  with  delirinm, 
the  patient  at  length  becoming  so  violent  as  to  requite 
restraint.  These  uncomfortable  symptoms,  however^ 
gradually  subsided,  and  in  a  few  days  the  patient  was 
able  to  be  taken  from  her  bed  without  finnting.  She 
had  subsequently  an  attack  of  phlegmasia  dolens,  but 
eventually  quitted  the  hospital  well. 

A  report  was  read  on  a  memoir  by  M.  LB&SBOULLBr 
"On  the  Intimate  Structure  qf  the  Liver,  and  on 
Fatty  Degeneration  of  the  same  Organ,"  The  opinions 
of  the  author  on  each  section  of  his  inquiry  are  ex- 
pressed in  the  following  propositions : — 

Healthy  Structure, — 1.  The  bile  is  secreted  by  the 
hepatic  cells.  2.  The  livers  of  molluscs  and  crustacese 
contain  two  sorts  of  cells,  biliary  and  fetty ;  both  of 
which  multiply  by  endoigenous  generation.  3.  T1»e 
liver  of  vertebrate  animals  is  composed  of  lobules  of 
various  dimensions.  These  lobules  or  granulations  are 
most  distinct  in  the  liver  of  the  pig,  as  they  are  sur- 
rounded by  a  continuation  of  Glisson's  capsule.  In 
man  the  granulations  are  often  confused.  4.  The  true 
colour  of  the  liver  does  not  depend  upon  the  bile,  but 
upon  Ihe  relative  repletion  of  the  portal  and  hepatic 
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Teins.  When  the  former  are  gorged,  the  drcnmfereoce 
of  each  lobule  is  darker  than  the  centre,  and  vice  wrtd, 
5.  Each  lobnle  may  be  considered  as  an  epitome  of  the 
liver  itself.  6.  The  secretory  cells  of  the  liver  ar& 
Teritable  follicles,  as  is  seen  more,  distinctly  in  the 
&tty  state  of  the  organ,  the  fat  being  contained  within 
their  cavities.  7.  ThesQ. cells  contain  nadei  and  nucleoli, 
grey  or  yellow  grannies  and  fat  globules ;  one  or  more 
of  them  may,  however,  be  absent.  8.  In  the  foetal 
liver  of  mammalia  there  are  two  sorts  of  cells — fat  cells, 
and  endogenous  bile  cells,  the  preponderance  of  the 
former  tends  to  the  supposition  that  they  are  a  prior 
state  of  the  latter,  and  that  the  bile  cell  is  the  perfect 
condition.  9.  The  secretion  of  bile  is  not  produced 
from  a  portion  of  a  lobule  o^y,  but  takes  place  through- 
oat  its  whole  extent.  10.  All  the  lobules  have  their 
aois  traversed  by  a  venule,  several  of  which  either  nnite 
to  enter  an  hepatic  vein  by  a  single  trunk,  or  do  so 
separately.  11.  Hie  extra-lobular  biliary  canals,  arise 
from  the  surfiice  of  the  lobule,  and  after  forming  larger 
trunks,  take  their  course  in  the  intercellular  tissue 
called  Glisson's  capsule.  12.  The  ramifications  of  the 
Tcna  porta  surround  each  lobule.  13.  The  hepatic 
artery  does  not  ramify  over  each  lobule,  but  sends  its 
capillaries  to  the  coats  of  the  other  vessels,  and  esped- 
wXtf  to  the  fibrous  capsule  of  the  liver.  The  capillkries 
of  the  artery  and  portal  veins  do  nevertheless  inosculate 
as  infection  passes  from  one  to  the  other.  14.  The 
blood  of  the  hepatic  artery  does  not  seem  to  contribute 
to  the  secretion  of  bile,  or  at  best  phiys  but  a  se- 
condary part  in  that  function.  \ 

Fatty  degeneration  of  the  liver,  according  to  the 
author,  consists  in  an  accumulation  of  fat  globules 
in  the  interior  of  thQ  cells  or  follides  of  the  lobules, 
and  not  the  spaces  between  the  lobules.  When 
cells  are  thns  altered  they  'cease  to  secrete  bile, 
lAd  the  lobules  gradually  a^uire  a  pale  fawn  colour, 
like  reason  of  this  the  author  states  to  be  that  the 
engorged  cells  press  upon  the  portal  capillaries,  and 
prevent  the  ingress  of  blood.  The  author  has  studied 
the  process  of  forming  diseased  livers  of  geese,  and 
determines  that  in  many  respects  it  differs  from  true 
fatty  liver  of  spontaneous  disease.  The  intimate  cause. 
of  the  change  is  stated  to  be  imperfect  oxygenation, 
and  it  is  therefore  most  commonly  seen  in  diseases 
which  interfere  with  respiration. 


On  Neuralgic  Amaurons. 


M.  Tavignot  gives  this  name  to  the  complete  or 
incomplete,  partial  or  general,  paralysis  of  the  nervous 
retina  under  the  inlluenoe  of  neuralgitf  of  the  fifth  pair 
of  nerves. 

*'The  mode  of  action  exercised  on  the  eye  by  the 
fifth  pair  of  nerves  affected  with  neuralgia,  is,"  states 
M.  Tavignot,  *' subject  to  certain  laws  which  I  will 
endeavour  to  describe.  I  admit  two«pedes  of  nenralgic 
amaurosis,  very  characteristically  distinct  from  each  other. 
The  one  is  attributable  to  a  neuralgic  condition  of  the 
eitn-orbital  branches  of  the  trifacial  nerve,— this  is 


the  extra-orbital  neuralgic  amaurosis ;  the  other  arises 
from  a  neuralgic  condition  of  the  ciliary  nerves, — this 
is  the  intra-orbital  neuralgic  amaurosis. 

"  The  extra-orbital  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  pah:  appears 
to  me  to  act  on  the  retina,  producing  a  paralysis  of  that 
membrane.  This  paralysis  results  from  a  want  of 
equilibrium  in  the  distribution  of  the  nervous  infiu^noe,. 
as  if  the  excessive  waste  of  this  fluid  by  the  extra* 
orbital  branches  took  place  at  the  expense  of  the  ciliary 
nerves,  which  would  thus  be  more  or  less  deprived  of  it. 

**  Both  one  and  the  other  foVm  of  neuralgic  amaurosis 
appear  to  have  an  analogous  origin,  although  differing 
completely  in  their  symptoms.  The  cause  of  neuralgic 
amaurosis,  considered  in  a  general  manner,  is  an 
abnormal  state  of  the  blood,  resulting  from  an  irregular 
assimilation,  or  a  vicious  re-assimilation. 

**  Local  treatment  is  not  likely  to  be  successful,  unlesR 
combined  with  general  treatment." 


(General  IK^ttrnaprt 

ANATOMY     AND     PHYSIOLOGY, 

On  the  Function  qfthe  Liver,— ^y  Dr.  G.  Wyld. 

Dr.  Wyld  is  the  author  of  a  paper  written  with  the 
object  of  disproving  the  doctrine  generally  entertained 
that  the  liver  is  simply  a  depurating  or  excrementitious 
organ,  viearioue  in  its  action  with  the  lungs ;  and  to- 
propound  the  theory  that  it  is  a  secreting  organ, 
antagonistic  with  the  lungs,  and  tending  to  reconstruct 
the  tissues,  as  the  action  of  the  latter  is  to  destroy 
them.  This  view  he  supports  by  a  train  of  ingenious 
reasomug,  which  we  cannot  afford  space  to  reproduce ; 
the  summary  of  his  views  may,  however,  be  thus 
expressed : — 

1.  The  main  object  of  the  liver  is  not  to  excrete 
hydro-carbonaceous  matters,  the  result  of  waste  of 
tissues ;  and  therefore  its  function  is  not  vicariouk  with 
respiration. 

2.  The  grand  function  of  the  liver  is  to  secrete  bile^ 
without  which  nutrition  is  impossible. 

3.  The  grand  office  of  bile  is  to  create  oil  globules 
and  fat  molecules,  as  they  are  found  in  the  chyle. 

4.  The  oil  is  different  from  ordinary  oils,  and  is 
more  nutritious. 

5.  In  proportion  to  the  relative  size  of  the  liver  will 
be  found  the  activity  of  the  formative  processes  in 
animals. 

6.  The  liver  has  the  power  of  decomposing  water, 
and  using  the  hydrogen  thus  set  free  for  the  creation  of 
bile.    - 

7.  That  as  the  lungs  may  be  called  oxygenators^  so 
the  liver  may  be  called  the  hydrogenator  in  animals. — 
Monthly  Journal  qf  Medical  Science^  March,  1852. 


PRACTICAL  MEDICINE  AND  PATHOLOGY. 

Treatment  qf  Accidents  from  Chloroform. 

In  cases  of  accidents  from  chloroform  Dr.  Snow 
considers  that  the  best  means  of  preventing  death  i^ 
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artificial  respiration.  From  experiments  which  he  has 
made  on  animals,  he  considers  that,  if  it  were  performed 
within  half  a  minute  after  the  apparent  death  of  the 
patienti  it  would  in  most  cases  be  successful.  He 
thinks  that  the  most  safe  and  prompt  method  of  perform- 
ing it,  in  the  human  subject,  would  be  to  apply  the 
mouth  to  the  nostrils  of  the  patient,  and  draw  as  much 
air  as  possible  from  the  lungs,  allowing  them  to  be  filled 
again  by  the  elasticity  of  the  ribs  and  atmospheric 
pressure.  If  this  measure  should  not  quickly  succeed, 
he  would  recommend  that  the  external  jugular  vein 
should  be  opened  while  the  artificial  respiration  was 
atill  continued ;  for  he  has  i)bserved,  in  his  experiments, 
that  the  right  cavities  of  the  heart  became  distended 
"when  its  action  fiiiled,  and  that  opening  a  vein  near  the 
heart  improved  the  force  and  extent  of  any  contractions 
which  still  continued.  He  has  tried  electricity  on 
animals  without  success.— Afedica/  Times ,  Mach  6th. 

Teatjof-  the  Purity  of  Cod-liver  Oil, 

Sir  James  Murray,  in  calling  attention  to  the 
nomerous  adulterations  which  are  made  by  druggists, 
incidentally  speaks  of  cod-liver  oil,  which  is  extensively 
falsified  by  the  admixture  of  other  oils,  animal  and 
vegetable.  The  test  which  ho  recommends  was  sug- 
gested to  him  by  the  knowledge  that  in  a  cotton  factory 
the  spmdles  which  were  made  of  brass  always  obtained 
a  deposit  of  verdigris  when  a  bad  oil  was  used,  which 
was  not  the  case  with  pure  spermaceti  oil.  The  test 
consists  in  heating  the  suspected  oil  in  a  copper 
capsule  5  if  it  be  genuine  cod-liver  oil,  no  discolouration 
occurs,  whereas  the  spurious  oils  throw  up  a  quantity 
of  the  salts  of  copper,  forming  a  green  film  on  the 
surface.^Du^/f'n  Medical  Press,  March  24,  1852. 


SURGERY. 

Operation  for  Intestinal  Obstruction. 

Several  cases  havebeen  recently  read  before  theMedico- 
Chirurgical  Society,  in  which  the  operation  of  opening 
the  colon  has  been  performed,  for  insurmountable 
intestinal  obstruction.  The  first  is  related  by  Mr. 
Adams,  of  the  London  Hospital :— The  patient  was  a 
lady,  aged  35,  who  was  supposed  to  be  the  subject  of 
cancer  of  ths  rectum.  After  the  usual  attempts  to 
relieve  an  insurmountable  constipation,  enterotomy  was 
performed  according  to  Mr.  Luke's  method,  with  com- 
plete relief.  Since  the  operation,  her  health  has  been 
better  than  she  has  known  it  for  years.  A  light  truss 
IS  used  to  obviate  the  annoyances  of  artificial  anus. 

A  second  case  is  related  by  Mr.  Clement,  of  Shrews- 
bury. The  patient  was  a  female,  aged  47,  the  subject 
of  obstruction  of  fourteen  days  duration,  with  all  the 
symptoms  of  ileus ;  pulse  small  and  fluttering.  On 
the  10th  of  October,  1841,  as  the  patient's  state 
appeared  hopeless,  unless  relief  could  be  obtained  by 
operation,  the  patient  was  placed  on  her  abdomen, 
and  the  colon,  which  was  felt  to  be  distended,  was 
opened  in  the  right  lumbar  region.  A  large  quantity 
of  fluid  foBces  escaped,  with  immediate  relief  j  and  at 
the  end  of  six  weeks  the  patient  was  able  to  walk  out 
of  doors.  The  patient  lived  more  than  three  years 
with  the  artificial  anus,  and  died  of  gradual  exhaustion. 


The  structure,  which  was  of  cartilaginous  hardness,  WM 
situated  in  the  transverse  colon. 

A  third  case,  by  the  same  author,  occurred  in  tha 
person  of  a  muscular  man,  aged  43,  who  had  stricture 
of  the  rectum,  about  six  inches  from  the  anus.  After 
gradually  increasing  constipation,  the  bowels  at  lengtk 
became  totally  obstructed,  and  other  means  failing,  aa 
operation  as  in  the  previous  case  was  performed  on  tlie 
20th  of  June.  At  first  no  fieces  escaped,  nor  wm 
there  any  abatement  of  the  hiccup  and  vomiting;  how- 
ever, in  about  eight  hours  an  immense  dischsrge  of 
faecal  matter  occurred,  with  some  abatement  of  the 
symptoms.  The  state  of  the  patient  during  the  next 
seven  days  is  detailed  minutely;  and  it  is  stated  that  at 
the  end  of  that  time  his  improvement  was  very  decided, 
and  continued  for  ten  days,  when  be  was  seized  with 
rigors,  followed  by  enhiigement  of  the  inguinal  glands, 
and  sloughing  of  the  skin  on  the  sacrum  and  in  the 
groins.     Death  took  place  in  July. 

Mr.  Baker,  of  Birmingham,  likewise  furnished  a 
case  in  which  the  descending  colon  was  succeealallj 
opened  In  the  left  lumbar  region,  for  obstruction 
arising  from  disease  of  the  rectum.  The  operation 
was  performed  on  the  23rd  of  January,  1850,  and  the 
patient  has  since  remained  free  from  constipation, 
although  symptoms  are  present  which  indicate  the* 
extension  of  the  original  disease. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  society,  Mr.  Cseear 
Hawkins  read  notes  of  a  successful  case  of  opening  the 
colon,  followed  by  an  interesting  analysis  of  forty-ffmr 
cases  of  artificial  anus.  These  cases  were  divided  into 
those  which  had  been  operated  on  through  the  periCo-. 
neum,  seventeen  in  number,  and  those  in  which  tlie 
bowels  had  been  opened  external  to  that  membraQe, 
twenty-seven  in  number.  The  nature  of  the  operation 
was  also  described,  as  well  as  the  character  of  .the 
obstruction,  and  the  result,  with  the  cause  of  death  in 
the  fatal  cases.  It  appears  that  ten  had  died  within 
forty-eight  hours  after  the  operation,  and  twenty-op* 
within  five  weeks;  and  that  twenty-two  only  could  be 
said  to  have  recovered  from  the  operation;  of  these 
also  it  appeared  that  six  died  within  six  months,  and 
only  nine  were  known  to  be  alive  at  the  end  of  otia 
year.  Sex  did  not  seem  to  influence  the  success  of  die 
operation.  The  tables  showed,  in  reference  to  tlia 
cause  of  the  obstruction,  that  in  seventeen  it  was  of 
cancerous  origin.  The  tables  of  the  situation  in  wfaidi 
the  artificial  anus  was  made,  led  to  remarks  on  the 
comparative  value  of  Littre's  and  Callisen's  operatieii, 
from  which  it  appeared  right  to  operate  external  to  tiio 
peritoneum  on  the  right  side;  but  the  question  wai 
left  undecided  as  to  the  descenduig  colon. — I 
March  6. 


MIDWIFERY. 
Case  of  Spontaneous  Evolution. — By  S.  Brand,  Esq., 

The  following  is  reported  as  an  instance  of  spon- 
taneous evolution : — 

On  (he  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  9th  of  January,  Mr. 
Brand  was  called  to  Mrs.  P.,  who  had  just  been  brongfat 
home  on  account«of  the  membranes  suddenly  rupturing, 
with  escape  of  the  liquor  amnii.  He  found  the  pains 
were  but  slight,  the  os  uteri  had  not  begun  to  dilate, 
and  there  was  no  indication  of  the  presentation. 
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On  Sunda]r  morning  the  11th,  true  labour  pains 
oommenoed;  the  elbow  presented;  but  on  account 
of  the  firm  contraction  of  the  oa  round  the  upper  part 
of  the  arm  and  wrist,  the  autJior  was  not  able  to  get  his 
finger  through  to  reach  the  parts  above,  and  from  its 
fWoUen  condition,  to  learn  with  certainty  whether  it 
WIS  the  elbow  or  knee.  On  examining  the  uterus 
timragh  the  abdominal  parietes,  he  found  it  firmly 
coniracted,  remarkably  small  and  low  in  the  pelvis; 
the  pains  at  this  time  were  not  very  active,  and  the 
discharge  of  water  had  entirely  ceased.  After  a  time, 
tlie  hand,  with  the  palm  to  the  sacrum,  slipped  into  the 
vagfauu  Having  no  longer  the  slightest  doubt  he  de- 
termined on  turning,  if  possible,  but  was  not  able  to 
get  flo  much  as  the  tip  of  one  finger  into  the  uterine 
cavity,  and  the  attempt  was  attended  with  great  suffer- 
ing to  the  patient.  Immediately  on  the  release  of  the 
child's  hand  from  the  os,  the  expulsive  efforts  became 
exceedingly  powerful,  and  followed  each  other  almost 
^thout  intermission  ;  and  finding  that  with  each  the 
arm  was  descending,  the  author  did  not  feel  justified  in 
iismg  more  force,  but  made  up  his  mind,  for  the  present 
at  least,  not  to  interfere.  Gradually  the  whole  arm 
VM  protruded,  and  the  point  of  the  shoulder  passed 
under  the  arch  of  the  pubes,  and  never  receded ;  the 
ride  of  the  chest  now  came  upon  and  separated  the 
labia,  and  the  perinseum  was  fearfully  distended.  The 
patients  age  (twenty,)  being  in  her  favour,  notwith- 
standing this  was  her  first  labour,  the 'author  was  able, 
by  steady  support,  to  save  this  structure  from  lacera- 
tioD.  A  delay  of  about  ten  minutes  took  place  before 
the  breach  was  expelled.  He  then  obtained  a  purchase 
in  the  fold  of  the  thigh,  and  assisted  the  delivery  of  the 
legs;  this  being  accomplished,  there  was  a  cessation  of 
the  pains  for  two  or  three  minutes ;  they  then  returned ; 
and  having  first  brought  down  the  left  hand,  he 
delivered  the  head  (face  to  the  sacrum)  in  the  usual 
way,  without  difficulty.         * 

The  child  (male)  was  bom  dead ;  it  measured  nine- 
teen inches,  well  developed,  and  of  average  bulk.  The 
woman  has  recovered  without  a  bad  symptom. — Lancet, 
March  13th. 

Oa  Me    Connection    of   Menorrhagia    and    Gastro* 
Hepatic  Disturbance, — By  Dr.  Mackenzie. 

In  allusion  to  this  subject,  Jthe  author  of  a  very 
valuable  essay,  **  On  the  Relations  of  Uterine  to  Con- 
atittttional  Disorder,''  writes  somewhat  to  the  following 
effect:— 

Many  writers  have  remarked  that  in  most  cases  of 
excessive  menstruation  the  general  health  is  greatly 
deranged.  The  cases  recorded  tend  to  show  that  in  a 
certain  proportion,  at  least,  the  symptoms  of  gastric 
derangement,  when  met  with  in  connection  with 
bflemorrbagia,  are  its  antecedents  rather  than  its  conse- 
quences ;  and  inasmuch  as  the  cure  of  uterine  disorder 
ia  often  to  be  effected  by  that  of  the  chylo-poietic, 
without  any  specific  treatment  whatever,  it  must  follow 
that  it  is  not  merely  its  antecedent,  but  its  positive 
cause  also.  Further,  many  collateral  circumstances  are 
in  fiivour  of  this  view.  It  was  observed  by  Mr. 
Abemethy.  Thus  his  observations  in  surgical  cases 
led  him  to  attribute  many  hsemorrhages  to  a  sympathetic 
alfeotion  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  excited  by  disorder 


of  the  digestive  system.  The  connection  between 
uterine  hsemorrhages  and  disorder  of  the  stomach  and 
digestive  organs  has  also  been  specially  referred  to  by 
Dr.  Ayre,  in  his  work  on  disorder  of  the  liver.  He  haa 
drawn  attention  to  the  fact  that  many  forms  of  pott 
partem  haemorrhage  depend  upon  it<  He  ascertained 
that  in  many  of  these  cases  the  liver  was  specially 
affected,  and  that  calomel  was  the  most  efficient  remedy. 
At  first  he  ascribed  its  efficacy  in  restraining  uterine 
hsen^orrhage  to  the  evacuation  of  morbid  matters  from 
the  bowels ;  but  further  experience  convinced  him  that 
the  efficacy  of  the  medicine  was  due  to  its  alterative 
action  upon  the  digestive  organs  and  liver. 

So  also  Sir  James  Eyre's  cases^  in  which  oxide  of 
silver  is  exhibited  as  a  remedial  agent  in  uterine 
hasmorrhage,  would  seem  to  bear  a  similar  interpreta- 
tion ;  for  he  has  shewn  that  this  medicine,  which  hair 
extraordinary  power  in  allaying  the  irritability  of  the 
gastro-intestinal  mucous  membrane,  and  as  such  i» 
deservedly  popular  in  dyspeptic  affection,  is  at  the 
same  time  a  valuable  remedy  in  cases  of  menorrhagia. 
The  efficacy  of  bismuth  in  similar  affections  is  in  favour 
of  the  same  doctrine ;  and  indeed  it  may  be  condusiydy 
shewn  that  many  forms  of  menorrhagia  owe  their  origin 
chiefly  to  an  irritable  or- disturbed  state  of  the  stomach 
and  digestive  organs,  and  that  where  these  pathological 
conditions  coexist,  we  are  not  justified  in  assuming  that 
the  latter  are  the  mere  consequences  of  the  former.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  history  of  such  cases  will  often 
demonstrate  that  it  had  preceded  rather  than  followed 
upon  \t,-^London  Journal  of  Medicine,  March, 

Two  Cages  in  tohich  an  Ovule,  or  its  remains,  were 
discovered  in  the  Fallopian  Tube,  qfter  Death  during 
Menstruation, — By  Dr.  Lbtheby. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  paper  the  author  pointe 
out  that  the  arguments  which  have  been  adduced  in 
support  of  the  opinion,  that  the  menstruation  of  the 
human  female  corresponds  to  the  "heat"  or  "rut" 
of  the  lower  mammalia,  and  that  an  ovum  is  normally 
matured  and  thrown  off  at  each  menstruation,  are 
entirely  of  an  analogical  character ;  and  that,  although 
the  ovaries  of  women  who  have  died  during  the  men- 
strual period  have  been  frequently  examined,  and 
Graafian  follicles  found  in  a  recently-ruptured  state, 
yet  the  discovery  of  the  liberated  ovule  had  not,  so  fer 
as  he  was  aware,  ever  been  detected.  The  importance 
of  his  cases  rests  upon  three  grounds — namely,  1st, 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  women  had  died, 
which  forbade  the  idea  of  recent  sexual  intercourse; 
2nd,  the  finding  of  recently-ruptured  Graafian  follicles  ; 
and,  thirdly,  the  discovery  of  the  ovule  and  its  remains 
in  the  fluid  matter  of  the  fallopian  tubes. 

In  the  first  of  the  cases  recorded,  the  woman  died 
during  a  menstrual  period.  She  had  been  an  inmate  of 
the  London  Hospital  for  twenty-four  days  before  her 
death,  where  she  was  closely  watched  day  and  night  by 
a  nurse,  in  consequence  of  her  having  attempted  self- 
destruction,  by  cutting  her  throat,  twenty-nine  days 
before  her  death. 

An  examination  of  the  body  showed  that  the  pelvio 
viscera  were  much  congested,  that  the  uterus  waa 
considerably  enlarged,  that  the  vagina  contained  a  sero- 
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sangnineoas  fluid,  and  that  the  hymen  was  onruptore^. 
The  ovaries  were  covered  with  stellate  fissures  or 
eicatricesj  and  at  one  part  of  the  left  organ  there  was  ^ 
parple  spot,  having  a  ragged  hole  in  its  centre.  By 
means  of  an  incision  into  the  gland  through  this  spot, 
it  was  found  that  the  opening  led  into  a  smaU  cavity, 
which  was  surrounded  at  its  lower  part  by  a  dense 
tissue,  infiltrated  with  dark  coagulated  blflOd.  After 
macerating  in  spirit  for  a  short  time,  it  was  noticed 
that  the  clot  consisted  of  four  parts,  which  the  author 
describes. 

In  other  parts  of  the  ovary  several  fiilse  corpora 
iuieOf  in  different  stages  of  decline,  were  found.  The 
fidlopian  tubes  were  highly  congested,  and  the  cavities 
•of  the  tubes  were  filled  with  bloody  mucus.  In  the 
Utt,  at  about  an  inch  from  the  fimbriated  end,  was  a 
small  vesicular  body,  which  Dr.  Letheby  considers  was 
■an  ovule,  for  it  consisted  of  nucleated  cells  and  oil 
globules. 

The  second  case  was  that  of  a  girl  who  had  died  at 
St.  Luke's,  where  the  patient  had  alsto  been  dosdy 
watched.  In  this^caae  the  right  fallopian  tube  con- 
tained a  body  i^nibling  an  ovule,  which  under  the 
microscope  was  found  to  consist  of  nucleated  cells,  of 
a  transparent  ring,  enclosing  an  opaque  granular  mass, 
and  a  highly  pellucid  spot.  The  corpora  lutea  were 
composed  of  granular  corpuscles  and  oil  globules.  The 
author's  conclusions  from  these  cases  are : — 

1.  That  ovules  escape  from  the  ovaries  of  women 
during  the  period  of  menstruation,  and  that  their  escape 
is  quite  independent  of  sexual  congress. 

2.  That  the  mere  presence  of  a  corpus  luteum  is  not 
a  proof  of  impregnation. — Proceedings  qf  the  Royal 
Society, 
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7\>  the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Sttryical 
Journal, 

Mr.  Eoitor, — Pardon  me  for  asking  the  attention 
of  your  readers  at  this  time,  to  the  Medical  Benevolent 
Fund.  At  a  period  when  such  great  efforts  are  making 
in  favour  of  ^uon'-benevolent  projects,  all  having  a  root 
of  selfishness  in  them,  and  therefore  essentially  partaking 
of  the  prorndent  character,  it  is  really  necessary  to  bring 
the  claim  for  support  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  promi- 
nently before  the  profession,  because  having  nothing  to 
recommend  it  to  notice  but  its  own  pure,  nnselfiehf 
charitable  character,  it  is  necessary  that  its  holy  prin- 
ciples should  be  constantly  brought  home  to  the  heart 
pf  every  individual  concerned  in  its  success.  And  what 
individual  in  the  profession  is  not  concerned  in  its  suc- 
cess ?  What  individual  is  there  who,  in  prosperity,  can 
refuse  to  lislfSn  to  the  plaints  of  the  wretched,  or  can 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  silent  voice  oC  untold  misery; — 
or  who,  in  adversity,  can  refuse  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  those  still  more  unfortunate  than  himself-^to  those 
who  are  ready  to  perish  ? 


The  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  have  wisely 
determined  to  hold  a  public  festival  on  behalf  of  thu 
fund,  on  the  20th  of  May,  when  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  has 
consented  to  preside.  Their  object  in  this  movement 
is  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  their  Institution,  to  let 
its  claims  to  support  be  better  known,  and  to  augment 
its  funds.  I  am  well  pleased  to  notice  a  goodly  list  of 
stewards  upon  that  occasion.  But  there  are  those 
whose  professional  duties  have  precluded  their  accepting 
the  office  of  steward ', — there  are  those  whose  distance 
from  London  has  offered  an  insuperable  barrier; — 
there  are  those  whose  own  slender  means  have  prevented 
their  purchaeing  a  ticket,  in  addition  to  the  necessary 
expenses  of  travelling,  and  passing  a  night  in  London; — 
there  ar^  those  whose  state  of  health  forbids  the  exdte- 
ment  of  a  public  dinner.  But  to  each  of  these  indi- 
viduals let  me  put  the  question, — ^What  have  you  done 
to  relieve  the  necessities  of  your  starving  brethren  or 
their  families?  What  have  you  done  to  relieve  the 
mental  agonies  of  him  who  finds  himself  incapacitated 
by  paralysis  from  the  active  duties  of  life ;  or  to  soothe 
the  sorrows  of  the  widow  and  orphan,  deprived  by 
sudden  sickness  or  accident  of  their  only  support? 
What  have  you  done  in  support  of  that  helpless  idiot 
orphan,  who  once  enjoyed  all  the  luxuries  of  life,  but 
is  now  left  to  the  cXan'/y— shall  I  say,  the  neglect,  of  the 
great  professional  family?  What  have  you  done  to- 
ward^ the  education  of  those  orphans  who  have  been 
left  without  any  means  of  support  ?  What  have  you. 
done  towards  the  comfort  of  that  literary  lady,  who  is 
struggling  to  earn  her  precarious  bread  by  the  most  ill- 
paid  services  ? — or  towards  those  ^ho  are  equally  con- 
tending with  the  evils  of  penury  by  the  help  of  their 
own  fingers— ftitch,  stitch,  stitch — till,  vrith  aching 
head  and  almost  sightless  eyes,  the  temporary  for- 
getfulness  of  sorrow  is  sought  for  in  that  ''Tired 
Nature's  sweet  restorer — ^balmy  sleep,"  to  awaken  after 
a  brief  period  of  oblivion,  \o  the  aggravated  conscious- 
ness of  unpaid  labour? — or  what  Have  you  done  in 
favour  of  the  countiess  forms  of  wretchedness,  which 
exist  festering,  though  concealed  in  the  great  walk  of 
professional  life  ?  Tell  me  not  that  you  are  a  sub- 
scriber towards  this  or  that  provident  local  fund ;  liien 
let  me  ask  what  havo  you  done  to  relieve  that  hdplesa 
family,  upon  whom  you  have  turned  your  back  and 
coldly  told  them  there  is  no  hope  for  them,  because 
theur  circumstances  in  life  had  forbidden  their  becoming 
members  of  your  provident  society  ?  Tell  me  not  that 
you  have  subscribed  towards  the  British  Medical  Fund, 
or  the  Medical  Benevolent  College — excellent  institu- 
tions in  their  way — but  let  me  ask  you,  what  have  you 
done  for  those  who  have  not  had  it  in  their  power  to 
secure  the  benefits  of  the  one,  or  who  cannot  exist,  till 
the  other,  yet  in  poue  be  actually  in  being  and  dis- 
pensing its  benefits — and  even  then  living  unrelieved  in 
the  Tain  hope  of  raising  which  it  can  never  reach : — and 
which  can  he  never  reached  except  by  a  purely  charitable 
fiind — by  an  institution  which  stretches  out  its  hand 
to  relieve  temporary  distress  by  temporary  aid:  the 
,  Medical  Benevolent  Fund,  the  only  institution  in  flie 
kj^dom  which  can  expend  the  funds  with  which  it  is 
intrusted  in  relieving  the  wants  of  our  brethren ;— ^tbe 
only  Institution  which  gives,  hoping  for  nothing  again ; — 
which  in  the  hour  of  sorrow  steps  in  with  its  soothing 
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lympatfay; — which  listens  to  the  Yoioe  of  real  distress 
and  promptly  relieves ;— which  reinstates  the  pecaniaiy 
beggar  to  his  lost  poritioii  in  society,  and  which  restores 
to  him  the  means  of  again  providing  for  his  family ;  and 
which  enables  the  widow  to  snpport  her  helpless  orphans. 
Allow  me,  therefore,  Mr.  Editor,  to  press  the  claims 
of  this  Institution  upon  the  notice  of  your  readers,  and 
to  ask  each  individually  if  he  has  done  what  he  could  in 
support  of  this  purely  Christian  fund. 

I  have  no  jealousy  towards  the  local  provident  funds, — 
I  have  no  jealousy  towards  the  British  Medical  Funds — 
I  have  no  jealousy  towards  the  Medical  Benevolent 
College :  I  envy  them  not  their  successes — I  support 
them  all ;  but  I  must  say  that  no  one,  nor  all  combined, 
can  ever  supply  the  place  of  the  Medical  Benevolent 
Fund. 

It  has  been  asserted  by  a  correspondent  in  your  last 
journal,  that  we  ignore  the  existence  of  the  local  funds ; 
but  this  is  a  mistake,  we  have  known  and  acknowledged 
their  value  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  Dr.  Soulby,  who 
appears  not  to  be  aware  of  the  existence  of  several.  But 
we  have  always  contended,  and  we  still  assert,  that  these 
funds  relieve  their  members  Ofdyt — that  their  membert 
are  entitled  to  re/iV»— that  as  such  they  are-  truly 
provident  funds,  and  not  benevolent,  except  in  the  limited 
sense  attached  to  all  other  mutual  insurance  societies. 

It  is  often  suggested  to  me,  that  it  is  a  pity  there 
sbonld  be  so  many  funds  w\th  allied  objects,  and  that 
it  would  be  better  to  have  one  comprehensive  Jund,  and 
combine  all  the  objects  by  one  machinery.  But,  as  I 
haye  already  stated,  all  the  funds  combined  cannot 
supply  the  place  of  the  Medical  Benevolent  Fund ;  and 
there  can  be  no  amalgamation,  because  the  prineipte 
upon  which  we  proceed  is  dissimilar.  Ours  is  truly 
charitable,  all  others  are  partly  provident.  It  is  quite 
true,  that  if  the  other  funds  choose  to  make  over  their 
^resources  to  our  fund,  we  could  dispefHe  them  ;  and  as 
the  for  older  and  long-tried  society,  we  have  a  claim 
which  more  modem  institutions  have  not.  But  this 
project  they  will  never  adopt,  and  it  is  obvious  that  we 
daie  not  give  up  our  funds  and  our  principle  at  the 
same  time,  and  hand  over  to  others  the  distribution  of 
the  means  which  have  been  intrusted  to  us.  It  has 
been  su^estcd  to  me.  that  all  these  objects  might  be 
combined,  though  not  amalgamated,  and  that  by  a 
eompuisory  payment  from^every  individual  employed  In 
the  profession.  I  will  not  say  what  I  think  of  such  a 
compulsory  provision,  except  thai  U  is  not  charUy,  atid 
to  ask  **  Who  wUl  bell  the  cat  ?" 

And  now,  Mr.  Editor,  let  me  seriously  inquire  of 
eadi  one  of  your  readers,— Have  you  yet  cast  in  your 
mite  to  the  treasury  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  ?  Have 
you  done  what  you  could  to  relieve  professional  dis- 
tress; or  have  you  been  determined  to  ignore  its 
existence,  except  in  a  shape  in  which  it  may  be  provided 
against  ?  Have  you  listened  to  that  feeble  cry  of  the 
helpless  orphan,  or  have  you  determined  to  pass  it  by, 
with  a  cold  reference  to  the  fact,  that  the  fkthcr  might 
have  provided  for  the  day  of  distress  and  destitution? 
Have  you  left  it  to  the  rich  and  prosperous  (the  few)  to 
make  up  for  that  which  can  only  be  thoroughly  accom- 
plished by  the  combination  of  the  many?  Have  you 
forgotten  the  aged  widows,  who  now  depend  upon  our 
fend  for  their  only  sustenance :  or  have  you 


bered  to  forget"  their  wants;  and  because  you  do  npt 
see  those  wants,  have  you  persuaded  yourself  that  there 
are  none  such  in  existence  ?    - 

And  Mr.  Editor,  let  me  most  earnestly  entreat  your 
readers'  attention  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  let  them 
not  listen  to  the  arts  of  evading  a  charitable  subscription  ; 
let  them  not  be  as  the  priest  and  the  Levite  which  passed 
by  on  the  other  side  ;  but  let  them  emulate  the  good 
Samaritan,  who  proved  himself  to  be  the  neighbour  of 
the  wretched  and  the  miserable,  by  relieving  their  dis- 
tress ; — let  me  earnestly  beseech  them  to  listen  to  the 
voice  of  conscience,  and  to  that  still  small  word  of 
affectionate  interest  which  proceeds  from  the  heart;-— 
let  them  in  this  instance  listen  to  their  feelings,  and 
what  the  heart  prompts  let  the  hand  execute  directly; — 
and  then  may  the  tired  head  ^est  upon  its  pillow  at 
night^ith  the  soothing  reflection  of  having  done  what 
it  could  for  others  as  well  as  for  himself,  and  of  having 
executed  one  grand  Christian  duty,  for  the  '*  greatest  of 
these  is  charity." 

I  remain,  Mr.  Editor,  yours  faithfully; 

W.  NEWNHAM,  Treasurer. 

P.S.  There  are  a  few  persomi  in  arrour  with  their 
subscriptions.  I  trust  the  present  appeal  will  remind 
them  of  their  debt,  and  of  the  necessity  for  payment. 


THE  PHARMACY  BILL. 


7b  Me  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgieai 
Journal. 
Sir, — I  am  anxious  to  call  the  attention  of  the  provin- 
ojftl  general  practitioners  to  the  "  Pharmacy  BrlV  of  Mr. 
Jacob  Bell,  which  has  been  silently  but  surely  passing 
through  the  House  of  Commons.  It  has  hitherto  met 
with  little  or  no  opposition,  the  Medical  Times  being 
the  only  journal  which  has  made  any  stand  against  it. 
I  think  the  Lancet  and  your  journal*  have  each  noticed 
it  with  a  rather  laudatory  leading  article,  which  I  re- 
gretted to  see,  because  I  feel  assured  that  without  con- 
siderable modifications  and  safeguards  to  prevent 
chemists  and  druggists  from  acting  as  medical  practi- 
tioners, the  Pharmacy  Bill  will  prove  highly  injurious 
to  the  public  and  to  surgeons  in  general  practice.  I 
have  just  addressed  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Lancet 
on  the  subject,  which,  as  containing  my  sentiments  more 
at  length,  you  will  much  oblige  me  by  inserting  in  the 
next  number  of  your  journal. 

I  would  only  further  remark  that  there  is  no  time  to 
lose.  Evidence  is  about  to  be  given  against  the  bill  in 
its  present  state  before  the  Select  Committee,  but 
should  the  necessary  alterations  not  be  made,  I  would 
recommend  that  the  measure  be  opposed  in  toto.  This 
might  be  effectually  done  by  even  a  single  practitioner 
in  every  parliamentary  district  signing  a  petition  against 
the  measure  and  entrusting  it  to  his  own  member  for 
presentation. 

In  the  meantime  I  beg  the  serious  attention  of  all 
general  practitioners  to  the  bill,  and  to  its  probable 
effects  on  their  prospects.     I  can  quite  understand  why 
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the  Colleges,  who  have  so  frequently  neglected  or 
opposed  t^e  interests  of  the  general  practitioner,  are 
supporting  the  bill  I  The  suicidal  conduct  of  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries,  who  I  understand  are  not 
opposing  the  measure,  and  are  thus  betraying  the 
interests  of  their  Licentiates,  I  confess  I  do  not  oom- 
ptehend. 

I  am,  Sir,  in  haste^  yours  faithfully, 

GEORGE  WEBSTER. 
April  21,  1852. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Lancet, 

Sir, — I  am  much  surprised  at  the  apathy  which 
seems  to  pervade  the  ranks  of  the  general  practitioners, 
both  in  London  and  the  provincial  towns,  respecting 
the  **  Pharmacy  Bill."  That  measure  has  beetf  read  a 
eeeond  time  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  is  now  in 
Committee,  and  if  not  strenuously  opposed,  has  every 
prospect  of  passing  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and 
becoming  the  law  of  the  land. '  You,  Sir,  are  a  member 
of  the  Select  Committee  now  sitting  on  the  Bill,  and  1 
cannot  help  thinking  that  you  are  cither  deceived  as  to 
its  probable  effects,  or  that  you  are  not  as  usual  sensi- 
tlvely  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  public  and  of  sur- 
geons in  general  practice. 

I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  should  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  pass  into  a  law,  it  will  most  injuriously  affect  the 
public,  and  seriously  interfere  with  the  legal  practitioners 
of  medicine.  No  man  knows  better  than  you  do  the 
frightful  extent  to  which  cberaists'  assume  the  fimctions 
of  medical  men,  and  the  fearful  consequences  which 
result  from  "  counter  practice/'  and  even  domiciliary 
visits.  The  present  bill  gives  full  power  to  the  Fbarma- 
oeutical  Society  (already  incorporated  under  a  Royal 
Charter)  to  regulate  with  all  the  machinery  of  a  Royal 
College  the  affairs  and  government  of  the  chemists  and 
druggists  of  England  and  Wales;  and  not  contented 
with  this,  they  wish  to  assume  the  same  power  over  the 
chemists  of  Scotland.  They  contend  not  only  for 
registration,  and  full  power  to  make  such  bye-laws  as 
they  may  think  proper,  without  any  control,  but  also 
for  the  sole  regulation  of  the  education  and  examination 
of  all  their  future  members. 

And  what  is  to  be  the  course  of  their  examination  ? 
Why — in  the  classics,  in  dispensing  and  prescriptions, 
in  botany,  in  chemistry,  in  materia  medica,  in  pharmacy, 
and  in  toxicology,  which  last  word  may  include  almost 
anything  pertaining  to  the  practice  of  medicine.  I  am 
rather  surprised  indeed  that  midwifery  was  not  also 
included,  which  some  chemists  now  boldly  assume 
the  right  of  practising. 

Now,  Sir,  I  ask  my  medical  brethren,  and  I  ask  ypo, 
whether,  with  these  considerable  fragments  of  a  medical 
education,  the  future  race  of  chemists  will  not,  on  the 
strength  of  their  examinations,  and  a  showy  diploma 
placed  in  their  windows,  most  egregioosly  deceive 
themselves  as  to  their  amount  of  medical  knowlege, 
«nd  also  sadly  deceive  the  public  into  a  belief  that  they 
are  perfectly  qualified  to  treat  and  cure  diseases  ?  My 
firm  conviction  is,  that  by  the  passing  of  the  Pbannacy 
Bill,  **  counter  practice  "  and  the  treatment  of  diseases 
by  chemists,  which  now  obtain  to  such  an  extent,  will 
be  increased  at  least  ten-fold  i  and  I  look  upon  the 
measure  as  being  franght  with  great  danger  to  the 


public,  and  with  great  injury  to  medical  mbii. 
the  present  race  of  diemists  will,  I  presume,  be  entitlad 
under  the  Act  to  another  flaring  diploma,  and  will  ooa* 
sider  themselves  as  better  qualified  by  such  a  Uoeooe  to 
pursue  their  present  dangerous  career. 

I  do  not  for  a  moment  mean  to  charge  the  man 
respectable  houses  in  London  and  in  the  larger  towM 
with  resorting  to  such  dangerous  practices ;  and  I  am 
convinced  that  Mr.  Jacob  Bell,  and  you,  Sir,  and  odMny 
may  believe  that  this  bill  is  calcnlati*d  to  prevent  rather 
than  promote  the  evils  of  which  I  complain.  I  rpgret 
that  after  much  consideration  of  the  subject  I  cannot 
entertain  this  view;  and  I  know  that  many  of  aeiy 
medical  friends  fully  agree  with  me  in  the  opinion  whibk 
I  have  thus  expressed. 

It  will  naturally  be  asked  what  remedy  T  proposa  ? 
Let  me  say  at  once  that  I  would  not  object  to  the 
education  of  chemists  under  proper  regulations.  / 
singly  object  to  their  auumption  qfftmctiontforwkiek 
they  are  not  educated.  They  may  dispense  the  pre 
scriptions  of  physicians  and  surgeons,  and  they  vaaj 
vend  all  the  usual  medicines'  ad  tibitum,  except  the 
strong  poisons,  such  as  arsenic  (already  guarded), 
prussic  acid,  oxalic  acid,  opium  and  its  preparaikme, 
chloroform,  &c.,  which  ought  to  have  been  included  ia 
the  arsenic  bill.  I  would  not  prevent  their  doing  any- 
thing which  belongs  legitimately  to  the  trade  or  busuMBS 
of  a  chemist,  but  I  would  propose  that  a  clause  should 
be  introduced  into  the  biU,  making  it  penal  for  a  cheeoist 
to  prescribe  for,  or  treat  diseases,  or  to  act  in  any  waj 
as  a  legally  qualified  medical  practitioner.  I  woald 
restrict  the  chemists  of  this  country  as  the  pharmaciais 
of  Prance  and  other  parts  of  the  Continent  are  restricted, 
and  I  would  despise  the  maudlin  nonsense  respectiiig 
*'  the  liberty  of  the  subject  in  this  firee  country,"  and 
would  consider  that  as  salutary  and  requisite  which 
should  evident  prevent  the  destruction  of  life  or  health. 
If  Mr.  Jacob  Bell  should  object  to  such  a  clause,  I 
would  call  on  you.  Sir,  and  on  my  medical  brethren  to 
oppose  the  Pharmacy  Bill  by  every  means  within  their 
reach. 

There  are  other  objections  to  the  BiU,  such  aa  its 
inappropriateness  pending  a  general  measure  of  Medical 
Reform.  I  pbjeet  also  to  the  creation  of  a  new  Cotpo- 
ration  with  Parliamentary  powers,  when,  in  latt,  the 
chemists  ought  to  be  joined  to  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
earies,  whose  present  functions  (which  they  are  serioesly 
neglecting  if  they  assent  to  the  Pharmacy  BiU)  asul 
soon  necessarily  cease.  But  your  space  and  my  tiase 
are  both  exhausted. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEO.  WEBSTER,  M.D. 

Dolwich,  April  21, 1852. 
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To  ike  Ediior  qf  ike  Provincial  Medieai  and  Surgkti 
Jotamai, 
8is,-*I  have  the  honour  of  acknowh^ng  nA 
thanking  you  for  the  insertion  of  asy  letter  of  the  2Mh 
of  Februty  in  ycvr  joamal  of  the  17th 
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whilst  I  am  preparing  to  conclude  my  reply  to  your 
•orreapondents,  I  beg  leave  to  notice  two  passages  in 
ibi9  aeoond  column  of  page  156^  whicli  are  not  quite 
correctly  printed.  The  first  is  at  the  twelfth  linOi  where 
tiie  sentence— "I  heard  an  Instance  where  a  young 
man  was  lately  seized  in  his  bed,  at  three  o'clock  on  a 
NoTember  morning,"  which  I  inserted,  because  without 
proof  the  statement  preceding  it  might  appear  to  be 
incredible,  ought  to  appear  between  short  lines,  or 
brackets.  The  other  is  at  the  bottom  o^the  same 
column,  and  the  mistake  arises  firom  my  own  erasures 
and  omissions.  The  passage  should  run  thus : — "  The 
question,  not  ^the  private  character,  but  o/'the  official 
conduct  of  proprietors  of  asylums,  and  that  of  the 
merits  of  private  asylums,  however  important,  are  both 
diflferent  questions.'' 

I  will  take  the  same  opportunity  to  notice  the  short 
letter  of  E.  B..wilh  no  date,'  which  has  been  for- 
warded to  me,  extracted,  I  believe,  from  your  journal 
of  the  31st  ultimo.  I  never  stated  that  E.  B.  had 
mteniUmed  my  name  in  his  original  communication,  but 
in  my  letter  of  the  1st  of  November  I  replied  to  the 
ailuiion  which  he  made  to  my  name,  when,  after  having 
attacked  the  report  of  the  Allied  Lunatics'  Friend 
Society,  he  observed,  that  no  one  could  be  astonished 
at  the  nature  of  the  report,  when  they  considered  the 
wild  or  extravagant  notions  of  the  gentleman  whose 
signature  was  attached  to  it,  or  words  to  that  effect. 
E.  B.  would  have  acted  more  candidly,  in  either 
regretting  his  hasty  aUnsion  to  my  signature,  or  in 
defending  the  style  of  it.  I,  however,  beg  to  assure 
him  that  I  feel  no  offbnce  at  his  allegations,  because  I 
know  that  many  persons  cannot  believe  that  the  system 
of  confining  alleged  lunatic  patients  in  private  asylums 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  grounds  of  their  confine* 
ment,  and  without  power  to  appeal  to  any  tribunaLfor 
an  inquiry  into  their  case,  or  of  communicating  with 
their  friends  and  legal  advisers,  and  the  cruel  and 
ignorant  treatment  to  which  I  was  exposed  and  which 
I  witnessed,  and  which  I  have  had  reported '  to  me 
by  othen,  is  either  true,  or  can  deserve  the  strong 
language  in  which  I  have  spoken  of  it.  And  they 
presnme-  that  the  reforms  which  I  advocate  in  this 
system,  and  which  are  founded,  as  I  believe,  on  the 
Boandest  principles,  must  be  as  extravagant  as  that 
language  appears  to  them  to  be  from  their  unbelief  of 
the  tmth  oif  my  statements,  or  firom  their  want  of 
reflection.  With  regard  to  my  knowledge  of  insanity 
bein^  slight  or  not,  that  is  not  the  question  between  us* 
The  objects  which  I  and  my  friends  have  in  view,  are 
to  prevent  injustice,  and  cruelty,  and  outrageous  vio- 
lence being  used  to  patients,  under  the  pretence  of  care 
and  cure  and  of  the  necessity  of  sometimes  using  force 
to  subdue  maniacal  excitement.  We  do  not  pretend  to 
mterfere  witiv  the  proper  medical  treatment  of  the 
iuBuie ;  I  believe,  however,  that  on  this  point  I  might 
be  able  to  throw  out  some  hints  that  might  be  useful, 
or  at  least  some  very  valuable  cautions,  particularly  as 
rei^rda  the  moral  and  spiritual  effects  which  many 
aedidnes  may  produce,  a  subject  which  I  have  not  yet 
seen  treated  on,  and  is  well  worthy  of  inquiry.  My 
copfinementt  however,  for  two  years  in  two  differeiit 
asfliAM^  and  the  virita  wfaioK  I  ha^  pmd  Xo  AverU 
•1(^1111118,  bdtK  in  iUs  conntrf  and  in  Firtocd,  baVe 


given  me  some  insight  into  the  nature  of  this  disorder. 
I  will  add,  also,  that  in  all  other  maladies  the  experi- 
ence of  patients  is  considered  of  some  value  by  intelligent 
physicians,  and  my  experience  under  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  phases  of  mental  derangement,  entitles 
me  to  some  attention  on  that  special  subject;  this 
however,  from  the  first,  I  have  never  expected  in  this 
generation,  except  from  men  like  Dr.  Esquirolle  or 
Dr.  ConoUy.  Mankind  in  these  matters  are  still 
labouring  under  the  same  fojly  which  has  impeded  their 
advance  in  all  sciences,  and  the  opinions  and  observations 
of  Commissioners  on  Lunacy,  of  lunatic  doctors,  and 
even  of  medical  men  who  have  little  practical  acquaint- 
ance with  the  subject,  are  the  sole  authorities  looked 
to,  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  the  testimony  and  expe- 
rience of  their  unfortunate  victims ;  yet  if  I  had  to 
lead  a  body  q(  troops  through  an  unknown  country,  I 
would  rather  depend,  for  the  details  of  every  day's 
march,  upon  the  information  even  of  the  savage  inhabi- 
tants, than  on  the  books  of  travellers  and  the  maps  of 
geographers,  although  it  would  be  right  to  attend  to 
their  data  and  information  to  prevent  deception. 

If,  as  E.  B.  reminds  your  readers,  there  is  a  zeal 
without  knowledge,  there  is  also  a  presumption  that 
our  knowledge  is  perfect,  and  that  we  form  unerring 
conclusions  from  our  observations,  which  excludes 
knowledge,  and  consecrates  unsound  principles.  Of  all 
classes  of  men — the  owners  of  private  asylums — who  for 
ages  have  been  confessedly  labouring  in  the  dark,  and 
into  whose  institutions  light  has  only  broken  within  the 
last  thirty  years,  are  the  last  that  should  expect  con- 
fidence in  their  opinions,  when  we  know  how  they 
abused  the  implicit  confidence  they  formerly  laid  claim 
to,  and  to  which  they  required  relatives  to  surrender 
their  unfortunate  patients.  I  have  often  doubted 
whether,  as  E.  B.  states,  personal  restraint  should  not 
be  allowed,  if  not  too  protracted,  in  suicidal  cases,  and 
in  cases  where  the  patients,  from  delusion,  or  from 
savage  impetus,  are  likely  to  do  themselves  or  others 
injury;  but  it  is  a  debateable  question,  and,  I  have 
been  answered,  that  the  apparent  necessity  for  it  arises 
from  defect  in  the  management  of  the  patients.  I  am 
little  acquainted  with  those  cases  where  restraint  is 
required  for  moral  objects,  but  tn  some  of  these,  per- 
haps, a  more  liberal  construction  of  the  rules  of  religion 
and  morality,  which  are  evidently  not  intended  to  be  of 
universal  application,  might  be  certainly  more  whole- 
some and  more  beneficial,  if  by  that  means  the  patients 
could  be  weaned  firom  the  abuse,  to  the  use,  of  Nature's 
laws  and  propensities.  This,  however,  is,  I  confess,  a 
very  delicate  and  very  difficult  subject,  and  involves  a 
great  revolution  of  opinion  amongst  those  who  hold 
Pharisaical  doctrines,  or  austere  notions  on  the  subject 
of  religion.  The  separation  of  the  sexes  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  most  cruel  and  fearful  consequence  of  all 
confinement,  and  cannot  but  greatly  contribute  to  the 
maladies  and  miseries,  and  retard  the  prospects  of 
recovery,  of  the  insane. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  PERCEVAL. 

1^6n8]ogton/ApriI9, 1852. 
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COLCHESTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Colchester  Medical  Societj,  it 
was  unanimouriy  resolved, — **That  the  membere  of 
the  Colchester  Medical  Society  pledge  themselves  not 
to  meet  professionally  any  person  practising  homoeopathy, 
or  homoeopathy  combined  with  rational  medicine ;  and 
that  any  member  of  the  Society  violating  this  pledge 
will  be  considered  by  the  Society,  as  acting  unprqfes- 
iionally.  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to 
every  member  of  the  Society." 


MEDICAL   BENEVOLENT  COLLEGE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Medical  Benevo- 
lent College,  held  at  the  Hanover  Square  Rooms,  on 
the  6th  instant,  Dr.  Watson  was  unanimously  elected 
Vice-President  of  the  College.  The  Rev.  Henry 
Mackenzie,  Vicar  of  St.  Martin's-in-the-Fields,  and 
the  Rev.  H.  Glossop,  Vicar  of  Isleworth,  were  also 
elected  life  governors  of  the  institution,  both  these 
gentlemen  having,  in  their  respective  districts,  kindly 
preached  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  College. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

Dr.  Paris,  President ;  Dr.  Wilson,  Senior  Censor ; 
Dr.  Hawkins,  Registnir;  Dr.  Burrows,  and  Dr. 
Naime,  had  an  interview  last  Saturday  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Tlie  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  Fellows  on 
the  5th  and  7th  instant : — ^Thomas  Francis  Fernandez, 
Madras  Medical  Establishment — Diploma  dated  Oct. 
5,  1838;  Thos.  Eaton  Lander,  Shiffnal,  Shropshire- 
April  18,  1842 ;  James  Morris,  Park  Street,  Grosvenor 
Square— ^June  16,  1848.  v 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
the  1 6th  instant :— Robert  Thorley  Bolton,  Hexham, 
Australia;  Henry  Desplan,  Bath;  Edmund  Adolphus 
Kirby,  Hampstead  Road;  Henry  John  Hughes 
Lawrence,  Carmarthen ;  Francis  Nottidge  Macnamara, 
Uzbridge,  Middlesex;  Francis  Wm.  Merry,  Shottes- 
ham  All  Saints,  Norfolk ;  James  Barclay  Montgomery, 
Penzance,  Cornwall;  George  Newport  Pickstock, 
Belize,  Honduras,  West  Indies ;  Henry  James  Rogers, 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Service ;  John  Kent  Spender, 
Bath;  Alonzo  Henry  Stocker,  Grove  Hall,  Bow, 
Middlesex;  Edwin  Adolphus  Jamea  Wilkinson,  Bir- 
mingham. 


SOCIETY   OF  APOTHECARIES. 
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BauTasa*  la  vaa 
TBHATBX  or  QTTBmTB  COLLBGB,  BIBMINGHAM . 

By  DAVID  NELSON,  M.D.,  Edin., 

Pi90kimm  f  tkeQaM^t  BttfUal,  amiPnftmtr  tf  ClMealM«dieln»»  ft, 
LECTXTEE     XV. 

Ok  the  Morbid   Conditions  of  the  Ubinabt 
Organs  Continued. 

Gbntlbmbn, — In  our  last  lecture  we  took  a  review 
of  the  nervous  or  functional  derangements  of  these 
oiigans,  and  their  treatment;  and  we  also  dwelt  upon 
the  nature  and  management  of  acute  and  chronic  in« 
flammations.  <  I  now  direct  your  attention  to  the  more 
frequent,  and,  upon  the  whole,  more  dangerous  and 
fatal  disorders,  arising  from  congestion  and  degeneration. 

Congestion,  hy  which  is  to  he  understood  a  dis- 
tention of  vessels,  and  a  sluggishness  of  circulation, 
commencing  in  a  stagnation  of  the  venous  and  capillary 
blood,  is  au. very  common  occurrence  in  the  kidneys. 
Nor  does  the  frequency  of  such  a  morbid  condition 
smprise  us,  when  we  consider  that  there  are  such 
-various  causes  for  determination  of  blood  to  the  kidneys. 
For  they  are  not  only  designed  for  their  own  peculiar 
and  exclusive  purposes,  but  they  are  also  vicarious  to 
other  organs,  whei^  these  may  be  checked  in  the  per- 
Ibrmanoe  of  their  functions.  ThuSy^besides  the  extra- 
ordinary efforts  which  they  must  necessarily  make, 
whenever  either  the  increment  or  the  waste  of  the  body, 
Tery  much  exceeds  the  usual  amount,  they  have  likewise 
to  be  tasked  in  a  more  unnatural  way,  so  soon  as  the 
sldn,  the  liver,  or  the  bowels  are  interrupted  in  their 
duties.  Under  all  such  circumstances — and  they  are 
exceedingly  numerous — the  vessels  of  the  kidneys  at 
once  become  gorged  and  distended,  and  if  this  con- 
tinue beyond  a  certain  period,  or  be  carried  to  an 
extreme,  it  must  necessarily  happen  that  the  elasticity 
or  organic  contractility,  will  be  more  or  less  overcome 
and  destroyed,  so  that  the  vessels  will  be  brought 
to  a  condition  of  permanent  relaxation,  which  will 
make  them  habitually  yield  to  still  lesser  degrees 
of  pressuK.  At  every  succe^ive  engorgement  this 
fltate  of  things  will  be  increased,  if  it  does  not, 
indeed,  lead  to  a  continual  state  of  congestion,  itself 
e,  but  yet  tending,  to  bring  about  other 
I  of  a  still  more  deep  and  serious  nature.  Also, 
besides  these  functional  causes  of  renal  congestion, 
there  may  be  others  of  a  more  mechanical  kind,  such 
as  the  pressure  of  tumours,  or  calculi,  or  of  dropsies,  or 
external  injuries.  And  all  this  will  be  still  more 
apparent  to  you,  when  these  various  causes  are  further 
particularised — such  as  eating  beyond  the  requirements 
of  nature,  and  indulging  in  excess  of  compound  drinks, 
eapecially  when  this  is  done  as  a  matter  of  habit.  Also 
aay  ezoessive  dinntegration  of  the  tisfluea  under  frrfagne 


of  body  and  mind,  or  the  presence  of  such  consuming 
or  destructive  diseases  as  inflammations,  ulcerations, 
and  fevers.  Then  we  have  to  consider  the  sundry 
foreign  matters  that  may  be  assumed  by  the  mouth,  or 
generated  in  the  blood,  and  which  must  find  an  outlet 
by  these  organs;  as  well  as  the  revulsed  excretions  of 
the  skin,  the  Uver,  and  the  lungs,  occurring  under 
extreme  cold,  or  under  some  regular  aifections  of  these 
parts.  When  you  consider,  I  say,  all  these  drcum- 
stanoes,  you  need  not  feel  surprised  that  congestion  of 
the  kidneys  is  a  common  event.  When  it  occurs  sud- 
denly, from  any  unwonted  cause,  the  local  symptoms 
will  be  pretty  manifest,  and  the  patient's  observation 
will  scarcely  fail  to  be  directed  to  the  subacute  heavy 
pain  in  the  loins,  ^long  with  the  scantiness  or  over 
abundance  of  urine,  abounding  in  thick  deposits.  If, 
however,  it  be  of  gradual  accession,  as  it  commonly  is, 
the  pain  will  consist  more  of  a  sense  of  heaviness  iu  the 
part,  and  in  a  general  lassitude  such  as  may  not  excite 
his  particular  attention,  until  they  have  so  oppressed 
him,  that  his  life  has  become  burdensome,  or  some 
secondary  disease  of  a  worse  character  has  been  induced, 
as  diabetes,  or  albuminuria,  or  general  dropsy. 

From  these  observations  you  will  infer  that  I  wish  to 
draw  your  special  attention  to  this  condition  of  the 
kidneys,  and  the  more  so  from  the  symptoms  often 
beirg  so  obscure.  No  patient '  should  pass  without 
some  inquiry  into  these  matters,  for  you  know  not  in 
how  many  instances  it  may  be  the  means  of  warding  off 
such  painful  diseases  as  gout  and  rheumatism,  and  such 
a  fatal  one  as  albuminuria.  To  this  end  you  should 
apply  gentie  but  deep  pressure  over  the  organs,  without 
any  sudden  poking  or  grasping,  and  learn  if  there  be 
any  uneasiness  experienced.  You  may  also  desire  the 
patient  to  lift  something  that  tasks  his  strength,  and 
watch  if  there  be  any  stiffness  or  shrinking  of  the  loins. 
If  circumstances  permit,  you  may  likewise  examine  the 
skin  of  the  loins,  and  see  if  it  be  of  a  deeper  colour  than 
natural,  if  the  veins  seem  loaded,  or  if  the  blood  that 
may  be  drawn  from  them  be  thick,  dark,  and  tarry. 
You  will  note  whether  the  sufferers  have  an  unaccount- 
able languor,  drowsiness,  and  disinclination  to  exertion, 
and  whether  their  ordinary  labours  may  induce  weak- 
ness in  the  back,  and  compel  them  to  resort  to 
such  undesirable  articles  .of  dress  as  belts,  lon^  stays, 
and  paddings,  for  the  sake  of  mere  support,  and  apart 
from  any  affectations  of  imagined  grace  or  beauty. 
You  will  also_  specially  examine  the  urine,  as  to  its 
amount,  colour,  and  density,  its  deposition  of  sundry 
salts,  and  its  intermixture  with  blood  globules,  pus 
corpuscles,  albumen,  fibrin,  or  any  extraordinary 
amount  of  mucus.  Not  until  you  are  satisfied  on  these 
points,  will  yon  be  justified  in  treating  such  a  patient 
for  those  vague  ailments,  which  are  too  often  carelessly 
denominated  dyspepsia,  change  of  life,  cachexy,  de- 
bility, and  so  on,  for  which  you  would  forthwith  be 
admniistering  tonics,  and  bitters,  with  mineral  adds  or 
alkalies,  as  the  case  might  be.  Under  such  circum- 
stances these  remedies  may  tend  only  to  increase  the 
evil,  and  you  will  be  subjected  to  the  annoyance  of  your 
pationt  constantly  repeating  the  same  complaints  of 
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lasntode,  weight,  and  general  derangement  of  health, 
in  spite  of  the  whole  armarium  which  you  have 
hrooght  to  bear  upon  his  case.  Doubtless,  from  the 
deposits  in  the  urine,  you  may  be  led  to  combine  with 
the  aboTe  medicines,  diuretics,  alteratives,  and  diapho- 
retics, which  are  very  desirable  at  the  proper  time,  and 
under  the  right  circumstanoei; ;  but  you  may  also  find 
that  these  have  by  no  means  the  effects  which  you 
anticipated,  and,  simply,  because  all  your  diuretics  and 
alteratives  can  have  no  free  play,  while  this  physical 
condition  of  the  kidneys  is  acting  as  an  impediment  to 
their  operation.  It  must  be  evident  to  you  upon  a 
little  reflection,  that  all  this  increased  injestion  of 
foreign  matters,  such  as  your  nitrous  tether,  your  juniper, 
or  your  Hollands ;  your  highly  nitrogenated  tonics  and 
meat  diets ;  your  soda,  potass,  or  ammonia,  cannot  at 
all  remove  the  one  essential  and  fundamental  cause  of 
all  the  evils — viz.,  the  conjestion  or  engorgement ;  but 
will  rather  throw  an  additional  burden  of  excretion 
upon  that  member,  which  is  already  unable  to  eliminate 
even  the  natural  waste  of  the  body,  and,  therefore,  you 
will  find  that,  so  far  from  the  appetite  improving,  or  the 
strength  increasing,  or  the  body  becoming  lighter  in  its 
feelings,  all  the  uneasy  symptoms  will  advance  and 
deepen.  The  food  will  be  still  more  loathed ;  the  mouth 
will  become  more  conscious  of  an  offensive  urinous  or 
metallic  taste;  the  skin  will  be  subject  to  sweatings, 
instead  of  the  natural  and  invisible  transpbation ;  the 
whole  frame  wUl  become  more  conscious  of  languor,  and 
the  mind  more  duU  and  depressed. 

The  same  condition  of  congestion  existing  in  the 
ureters  or  bladder,  would  require  similaV  management; 
but  the  symptoms  and  effects  would  be  by  no  meatis 
of  the  same  consequence  there  as  in  the  kidnejrs,  and 
therefore  I  shall  at  once  proceed  to  speak  of  the  treat- 
ment of  renal  congestion,  without  dwelling  upon  these 
minor  parts  at  all. 

And,  in  the  first  place,  I  must  say,  that  whatever 
may  be  the  internal  remedies  required  in  this  or  that 
peculiar  case  of  congestion,  all  such  remedies,  to  be 
properly  effectual,  must  be  preceded  by  local  abstraction 
of  blood.  It  is  the  engorgement  of  the  vessels  with  a 
deteriorated  blood,  and  the  consequent  unnatural 
pressure  upon  the  excemant  structures  and  their 
oiganic  nervous  filaments,  that  prevent  them  from  pei*- 
forming  their  functions ;  and,  as  I  have  shown  that  the 
additional  assumption  of  forei)g:n,  and  especially  saline 
and  nitrogenated  elements,  must  tend  further  to 
deteriorate  the  blood,  and  to  increase  the  burdeh  and 
pressure  that  already  weigh  upon  the  renal  excemants, 
it  is  clear  that  all  such  matters  must  do  harm  rather 
than  good.  To  relieve  the  nervous  filaments  of  this 
paralyzing  pressure,  to  unload  the  capillaries  and  other 
vessels  of  their  distending  fluids,  to  excite  the  former  to 
renewed  vivacity  and  the  latter  to  renewed  contractile 
energy,  are  the  first  indications,  and  these  can  only  be 
accomplished  simply  and  speedily  by  a  removal  of  the 
direct  cause,  which  is  this  overplus  of  blood.  When 
that  is  removed,  and  free  play  thus  allowed  to  the 
nerves,  vessels,  and  excemant  cells  of  the  organ,  yoftr 
renal  stimulants,  tonics,  and  alterants  may  then  be 


poured  in  with  good  effisct,  but  certainly  not  till  tlmi. 
To  this  end,  cuppings  or  leechings  will  be  the  best 
appliances,  along  with  those  purgatives  which  would  act 
most  briskly  upon  the  bowels.  To  resort,  as  a  uml 
rule,  to  general  bleeding,  would  be  improper,  as  &e 
state  of  the  system  might  forbid  it ;  although  in  a  very 
plethoric  and  apoplectic  aubject,  that  measuie  might  be 
not  inadmissable.  But  no  such  objection  can  be  urged 
against  local  bleedings,  except  by  those  who  adi^t  ffae 
sweeping  dictum  that  no  blood  should  ever  be  removed 
at  all.  Such  persons  commence  their  reasoning  with 
the  declarations,  that  physicians  ought  only  to  aanit 
nature,  and  that  nature  never  resorts  to  blood-letting. 
The  first  assertion  is  agreeable  to  reason,  but  theseoon  I 
is  palpably  false,  as  witnessed  in  natural  bleedings  at 
the  nose,  in  piles,  and  in  the  female  catamenia;  mdi 
natural  hsemorrfaage  always  being  the  result  of  local 
turgidity  of  the  vessels  containing  deteriorated  blood. 
But,  even  if  this  were  not  the  fact,  we  must  reooUeot 
that  nature  can  go  wrong  as  well  as  right ;  and,  if  she 
did  not  do  so,  then  there  were  no  use  of  physidana  at 
all.  Yet,  in  truth,  when  either  natuze  or  the  physiciaa 
resorts  to  local  depletion,  it  is  not  proper  reparative 
blood  that  is  drawn  off;  but  something  that  ia  not  only 
useless,  but  vitiated,  and  hurtful  to  the  constitution. 
Such  fluid,  by  its  stagnation,  and  the  chemical  changes 
consequent  upon  the  depression  of  vital  action,  has 
become  quite  unfit  to  be  taken  back  into  the  system 
with  advantage,  and  is,  therefore,  better  removed,  as 
only  affording  a  fit  sphere  for  the  morbid  separation, 
or  formation,  of  fibrin,  fat,  albumen,  tubercle,  and 
other  results  of  altered  affinities  and  diminished  vital 
energy  in  the  blood.  These  different  deposits  will 
severally  accrue  from  congestion,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  patient's  constitution;  fibrin  in  tiie 
robust  and  plethoric ;  fat,  tubercle,  and  albumen  in  tbe 
scrofulous ;  and  colloid  and  cancer  amongst  persons  of  s 
malignant  diathesis.  Such  facts  all  point  to  the  timely 
removal  of  stagnant  and  degenerate  blood,  before  pro- 
ceeding to  the  emplojrment  of  other  remedies. 

The  kidneys,  then,  being  thus  cleared  of  their 
unnatural  load,  our  next  steps  must  be  to  excite  the 
organic  nerves,  to  oonstringe  the  relaxed  ressels,  and  to 
eliminate  those  matters  from  the  system  which  have 
hitherto  been  retarded  in  their  excretion,  and  produced  a 
long  series,  perhaps,  of  secondary  and  tertiary  ailme&ta, 
such  as  anorexia,  albuminuria,  and  dropsy,  with 
rheumatism,  and  other  local  inflammations.  It  may 
also  happen  that  we  have  to  supply  certain  elements 
which  may  have  become  deficient  during  a  lengthened 
period  of  mal-assimilation.  The  best  stimulants  for 
these  nerves  are  lytta,  nitrous  sether,  juniper,  and  the 
rest  of  that  chiss  of  diuretics;  for  constriction  of  the 
vessels  we  have  various  saline  astringents,  such  as 
acetate  of  lead,  &c. ;  but  the  most  appropriate  for  the 
urinary  organs  are  the  bucu,  the  uva  ursi,  and  the 
terebinthinates ;  to  alter  and  amend  the  urinary  ele- 
ments in  the  blood,  and  promote  their  excretion,  we 
have  colchicum,  with  acids,  or  alkalies,  according  to 
the  particular  conditions  of  the  blood ;  and  we  have 
also  those  salines  which  are  solvents  of  the  earthy 
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principles,  sach  as  phosphate  of  soda,  or  of  the  fibrin, 
sach  as  nitrate  of  potassa.  The  emplojrment  of  these 
tiiree  classes  of  remedies,  along  irith  the  occasional  ab- 
rtracdon  of  blood,  is  what  is  regularly  required  in  every 
case  of  renal  congestion;  the  extent  of  their  employ- 
ment being  alone  the  consideration  in  any  constitution. 
But,  besides  these,  there  are  other  additional  agents, 
which  would  be  specially  applicable  in  certain  special 
cases.  Thus,  colchicum,  and  the  ordinary  chemical 
neutralisers,  would  be  enough  for  any  ordinary  mani- 
festation of  the  disease,  as  in  chronic  renal  rheumatism 
and  the  like;  but  if  the  patient  were  of  a  plethoric,  and 
inflammatory  habit,  with  fibrinous  blood,  as  in  acute 
rheumatism,  then  calomel  and  nitrate  of  potassa  were 
desirable  additions;  if  a  fatty  habit  existed,  potassa 
before  food,  and  super-muriated  iron  after  it,  might  be 
advisable;  in  a  thin,  scrofulous  patient,  we  might 
employ  the  cod  oil  and  its  adjuncts ;  and,  in  an  anaemic 
or  otherwise  degenerate  person,  the  carbonate  of  iron, 
or  phosphates  of  iron  and  lime.  Where  albumen  was 
escaping,  we  would  have  as  plain  an  indication  for  the 
supply  of  it  to  the  body,  in  the  shape  of  eggs,  &c.,  as 
we  have  indications  for  the  supply  of  oil  and  iron  in  the 
consumptive  and  anaemic.  Bat,  whatever  else  we  may 
do,  let  me  only  repeat  once  more,  that  we  must  relieve 
the  gland  of  its  oppressive  load,  excite  the  functional 
activity  by  specific  stimulation,  aid  the  vessels  in 
resuming  their  natural  contractility,  and  give  full 
attention  to  the  excretion  of  all  the  effete  elements  of  the 
body,  not  merely  by  means  of  the  kidneys,  but  by  the 
bowels,  the  skin,  and  the  lungs. 

I  have  dwelt  thus  particularly  upon  this  disorder, 
because  I  believe  it  to  be  not  only  very  common,  but 
also  very  often  overlooked;  and  when  we  find  its 
long  continuance  to  be  so  frequent  a  cause  of  those 
terrible  degenerations  which  we  are  next  to  consider,  I 
feel  that  I  should  be  wanting  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not 
rather  run  the  risk  of  being  thought  prolix,  than  not 
sufficiently  force  it  upon  your  attention.  I  shall  now 
adduce  one  case  of  this  malady  as  an  example,  but  need 
not  cite  more ;  because  they  are  scarcely  required  to 
illustrate  a  subject  so  clearly  physiological  and  deductive, 
^Mrt  from  all  experience.  Besides  this,  such  cases  are 
seldom  severe  enough,  when  not  complicated  with  the 
secondary  results,  to  come  into  the  hospital ;  but  you 
have  frequently  witnessed  them  amongst  out-patients, 
and  so-called  dyspeptics  and  cachectics,  in  which  I  have 
ordered  the  loins  to  be  cupped  or  leeched,  with  remark- 
ably favourable  results  almost  immediately  following 
therefrom,  and  all  traceable  to  a  freer  expulsion  of  the 
urinary  elements  from  the  blood. 

Ton  will  recollect  the  case  of  nurse  Abbott  in  the 
hospital.  She  had  long  been  subject  to  lumbar  pain, 
which  had  become  much  aggravated  for  three  months 
before  she  placed  herself  under  me.  Some  time  before, 
Mr.  Moore,  to  whom  she  complained,  found  the  urine 
much  loaded  with  lithates,  and,  at  that  period,  she 
obtained  relief  from  alkalies  and  benzoic  acid.  The 
pain,  however,  had  returned  in  force,  and ,  on  examination, 
her  brow  was  observed  to  exhibit  an  expression  of 
continued  organic  suffering.    She  had  heavy  and  severe 


pain  in  the  loins,  increased  upon  motion ;  the  tongue 
was  foul;  the  appetite  gone,  and  the  sleep  disturbed; 
the  urine  was  very  red  and  scanty,  and  the  pulse  120. 
The  first  thing  now  done  was  to  cup  her  in  the  back, 
and  she  then  had  colchicum  and  muriate  of  morphia  in 
an  alkaline  mixture.  By  the  next  day  the  pain  was 
easier,  though  the  urine  was  still  red;  and  she  also 
passed  gravelly  particles,  like  the  dust  of  cayenne 
pepper,  and  so  she  gradually  improved  and  recovered. 
Other  complications  arose  in  the  course  of  the  illness, 
such  as  torpitude  of  the  liver,  and  bronchitis,  but,  at  the 
end  of  a  month,  she  had  no  pain,  her  urine  was  natural, 
she  eat  and  slept  well,  and  was  quite  active,  and  free 
from  the  perpendicular  wrinkles. 

There  could  be  little  doubt  that  the  chief  source  of 
benefit  in  this  case  was  the  cupping,  which  I  do  believe 
would,  in  many  instances,  effect  all  that  we  desired, 
even  without  the  aid  of  anything  else  beyond  the  vi* 
medicatrix  naiwrcB, 

The  DEGENERATIONS  which  overtake  the  kidneys  are, 
like  the  degenerations  in  other  parts,  always  referable 
to  morbid  conditions  of  the  blood,  and  shall  be  treated 
of  as  to  their  origin  and  advancement  at  another  period 
of  the  course.  At  the  same  time,  there  are  some  of  those 
affections  so  important  in  a  practical  point  of  view,  and 
so  well  exemplified  by  what  we  have  seen,  and  now  see, 
in  the  hospital,  that  it  is  advisable  we  should  review 
them  at  this  time,  though  not  so  much  as  regards 
theory,  as  practice  and  demonstration. 

The  MELLiTzc  DIABETES  is  80  constantly,  as  one 
might  almost  say,  connected  with  congestion  of  the 
kidneys,  that  I  naturally  allude  to  it  first  in  connection 
with  this  affection,  although  its  actual  nature,  in  a 
pathological  view,  is  still  as  great  a  mystery  as  ever. 
Sometimes,  it  would  seem  chiefly  to  have  proceeded 
from  a  defect  of  energy  in  the  organs  of  primary 
assimilation,  the  carbonized  ingesta  having  proceeded 
no  further  than  to  form  sugar,  absorbed  as  such,  and 
expelled  through  the  kidneys,  thereby  inducing  renal 
congestion  only  as  a  secondary  effect.  At  other  times, 
however,  the  sugar  has  not  been  detected  in  the  blood, 
and  seemed  rather  to  have  been  maturated  in  the 
kidneys,  which,  in  such  cases,  have  been  found  enlarged 
and  congested;  but,  as  in  either  circumstance,  the  real 
causes  of  arrest  or  of  morbid  change  in  the  assimilative 
and  excreting  processes  are  quite  unknown,  it  would 
serve  no  useful  purpose  to  speculate  upon  the  many 
suppositions  that  have  been  pushed  forward  by  different 
writers.  I  quite  coincide  with  Dr.  Graves  in  thinking 
that  each  different  view  is  as  well  supported  as  another, 
and  that  all  of  them  are  contradictory  to  each  other, 
and  unsatisfactory ;  and,  although  it  may  seem  over- 
cautious,  and  equally  unsatisfactory,  that  one  should 
give  no  opinion  about  it  at  all,  yet  we  thereby  escape 
from  the  danger  that  always  attends  the  advancement  of 
mere  suppositions — viz.,  that  we  arp  thus  apt  to  think 
that  we  know  something,  when  we  know  nothing,  and 
so  rest  contented  with  our  ignorance.  Dr.  Graves 
admits,  as  we  all  must  admit,  that  the  amylacious 
elements,  being  arrested  at  the  saccharine  stage  of  their 
transformation,  will  be  taken  into  the  blood,  and  i'' ' 
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diarged  by  the  kidneys;  and  he  does  not  donbt  bnt 
that  many  people  who  are  commonly  ranked  under  the 
general  name  of  dyspeptics,  do  thos  excrete  a  urine 
partially  charged  with  saccharine  matter,  which  is  no 
nnoommon  event,  while  genuine  .diabetes  is  very  un- 
common. But,  at  the  same  time,  such  a  condition  of 
the-  bloed  is  no  certain  result  of  indigestion ;  and  Dr. 
Grates  sees  no  reason,  nor  do  I,  why  the  kidneys, 
under  some  perrersion  of  function,  may  not  themselves 
play  some  part  in  the  creation  of  sugar — a  substance,  as 
he  jttstiy  remarks,  so  readily  fonned,  even  by  organ- 
izations of  the  lowest  order ;  at  all  events,  as  we  cannot 
as  yet  trace  the  order  of  events  to  their  primary  source, 
we  are  not  in  a  condition  to  offer  any  scientific  plan  of 
treatment,  such  as  may  reach  the  essence  of  the  morbid 
action.  We  combat  collateral  symptoms,  and  meet 
particular  defects  and  excesses,  but  we  can  do  no  more. 
Yon  are  aware  that  the  great  symptom  is  the  discharge 
of  sugar  by  the  urine,  which  not  only  flows  in  vast 
abundance,  but  is  also  marked  by  an  increase  of  its 
specific  gravity,  which  reaches  even  so  high  as  1050, 
while,  perhaps,  the  proper  urinary  salts  are  in  deficiency. 
This  symptom  is  always  accompanied  by  a  voracious 
appetite,  and  derangement  of  the  stomach,  and  almost 
always,  from  the  beginning,  with  congested  kidneys, 
hypertrophied  in  all  their  tissues.  The  papille  of  the 
tongue  are  uncommonly  long,  and  sometimes  brown  or 
black  ;  there  is  a  mellitic  odour  in  the  breath ;  emacia- 
tion and  debility,  with  languor  and  indifference,  soon 
set  in,  all  ending,  very  frequentiy,  in  pulmonary  con- 
sumption. There  being  no  certain  theory  to  connect 
all  these  results,  the  consequence  is,  as  I  say,  that 
we  have  no  certain  or  philosophical  treatment.  We 
combat  this  or  that  derangement  as  it  presents  itself  to 
our  senses,  but  can  point  out  no  leading  or  fundamental 
rule;  and  the  fact  stands  plainly  before  us,  that  although 
various  pretenders,  from  time  to  time — perhaps  magni- 
fyiog  the  partial  and  fluctuating  dischaiges  already 
mentioned  into  real  examples  of  diabetes — ^have  arrogated 
to  themselves  the  cure  of  this  as  of  other  mysterious 
diseases,  we  have  no  record  of  any  scientific  physician 
ha^ng  asserted  that  he  arrested  this  malady  by  any 
scientific  treatment^  and  those  recoveries  that  have 
taken  place,  have  appeared  to  be  the  work  of  natural 
and  accidental  causes,  or  the  merely  happy  result  of 
that  assiduous  attention  to  the  general  health,  and  to 
this  or  that  symptom  as  it  arose,  and  not  to  any 
specific  plan  of  arrest,  founded  upon  principle.  Thus, 
seeing  that  the  sugar  can  be  formed  from  starch  alone, 
there  is  a  clear  indication  for  the  withholding  of  such  a 
substance,  and  the  giving  rather  a  nitrogenated  diet ; 
yet  not  that  this  measnce  affects  the  real  disease,  except 
by  relieving  the  kidneys  of  their  burden.  Likewise,  as 
these  latter  organs  are  congested,  blood  may  be  i;^tionally 
withdrawn  from  them,  and  astringents  used,  and  yet 
this  congestion  alone  does  not  constitute  the  diabetes. 
The  stomach  and  bowels  being,  at  the  same  time,  torpid 
and  inefficient,  we  may  attempt  to  check  the  saccharine 
formations  by  stimulation,  and  invigorating  tonics,  yet 
not  that  sudi  formations  are  the  invariable  and  necessary 
consequence  of  the  debility,   or  that  the  tonics  and 


stimulants  will,  with  any  certainty,  check  the  morind 
action.  I^tatiy,  the  sUn  bebg  almost  always  dry  and 
torpid,  diaphoretics  are  properly  resorted  to;  but  no 
one  ever  imagined  diabetes  to  be  an  ailment  of  the  skio, 
or  that  the  restoration  of  the  dermic  functions  would, 
per  M,  cure  the  disease.  The  only  article  of  the  materia 
medica  that  ever  did  seem  to  me  to  act  in  any  specific 
manner,  by  checking  the  unnatural  dischaiges,  vras  lime, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  it  has  also  appeared  to  aggravate 
the  constitutional  uneasiness,  and  to  beget  a  degree  of 
irritation  which  the  ordinary  sedatives  could  not  assuage. 

Hknjely  Simmons,  who  was  lately  in  the  hospital,  had 
been  ill  for  about  two  years,  and  had  during  that  time, 
wandered  about  the  country  from  hospital  to  hospital. 
He  had  lost  much  flesh,  and  discharged  twelve  pints  of 
urine  daily,  of  specific  gravity  1030.  His  pulse  was 
120;  his  tongue  was  black  in  the  centre;  he  had  veiy 
acid  vomitings,  with  epigastric  tenderness  ;  and  his  akin 
was  scurfy,  and  dry.  He  first  had  an  emetic,  followed 
by  a  purge,  and  then  a  blister  was  applied  to  the 
epigastrium,  while  he  took  bismuth  and  magneaa  in 
an  infusion  of  calumba.  The  blister  took  no  effect,  but 
the  sickness  was  relieved.  The  urine,  upon  trial,  fer- 
mented freely,  and,  after  evaporation  and  digestion  in 
alcohol,  six  ounces  of  it  yielded  192  grains  of  solid 
matter,  containing  upwards  of  one  drachm  of  sugar. 
He  now  had  potassa  fusa  applied  to  the  epigastrium, 
and  took,  besides  the  above  medicines,  ammonia  and 
Huxham's  tincture  of  bark,  under  which  the  tongue 
became  gradually  cleaner,  and  exhibited  white  papillae, 
of  extraordinary  length  and  flaocidity.  The  urine  also 
came  down  to  eight  pints.  He  subsequently  was 
leeched  in  the  loins,  and  took  varieties  of  stomachic 
stimulants  and  general  tonics,  such  as  quinine,  arsenic, 
strychnia,  and  so  on,  along  with  astringents,  but  with 
no  great  alteration  in  the  essential  symptoms.  He  left 
the  hospital  as  he  entered  it,  so  far  as  the  diabetes  was 
concerned;  though  certainly  much  relieved  from  a 
variety  of  distressing  accompaniments  in  the  stomach 
and  other  organs. 

And  such  is  the  ordinary  history  of  the  disease.  We 
have  no  records,  as  I  have  said,  of  cases  of  recovery  in 
which  any  specific  remedies  that  were  employed  could 
be  depended  on  as  serving  the  same  end  in  the  next 
case  that  presented  itself,  fiu-  less  in  a  consecutive  series 
of  cases.  These  are  the  order  of  maladies  that  deserve 
to  be  closely  watched  from  beginning  to  end,  in  hospitals 
specially  devoted  to  these  and  other  such  mortal 
affections;  for  it  is  only  from  the  concentration  and 
continuance  of  observations  that  we  can  expect  to 
unravel  any  really  available  and  leading  doctrines  for 
practice  from  such  an  intertwisted  puzzle  of  symptoms  ; 
while  little  is  to  be  expected  from  the  occasional  and 
interrupted  study  of  individual  patients  over  whom  yoa 
cannot  always  command  a  perfect  control.  That  the 
disorder  proceeds  from  some  secret  changes  in  the 
ganglionic  innervation  and  extreme  capillaries  of  the 
general  system,  there  can  be  littie  doubt,  for,  if  it  were 
merely  a  concomitant  of  ordinary  or  primary  indigestion, 
or  of^ngested  kidneys^it  would  be  much  more  common, 
and  would  not  prove  the  terrible  disease  that  it  is^ 
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neither  would  we  see  the  patients  dying  in  the  extremity 
<»f  bodily  waste  and  mental  misery,  without,  perhaps, 
exhibiting  in  their  bodies  any  Tisible  change  whatever, 
except  a  deposit  of  grannlar  matter  in  the  longs,  and 
«ometimes  not  even  that 

Hie  OKANXJLAK  DsosNSRATiON,  since  its  precise 
natare  was  demonstrated  by  Dr.  Bright  is  mgr  found  to 
be  a  comparativdy  common  disease,  existing,  to  a  greater 
<ir  less  extent*  in  nombers  of  subjects,  though  not,  per- 
haps, except  in  a  few,  manifesting  itself  in  a  decidedly 
aerere  form .  It  consists  essentially  of  a  deposit  of  foreign 
matter  of  low  organisation,  within  the  proper  tissues  of 
the  kidneys,  which  thus  become  atrophied  and  ultimately 
absorbed.  These  deposits,  having  no  power  to  assume 
the  glandular  jfunctions — although  so  ftur  lying  within, 
and  having  the  rude  form  of  a  glandular  apparatos — 
ai«  not  calculated  to  eliminate  those  excretions  which 
ought  thence  to  be  druned,  without,  at  the  same  time, 
allowing  a  tendency  to  permit  the  most  valoable  repara- 
tive material  in  the  blood  (albumen)  to  escape  along 
with  them;  and  hence  the  common  name  of  this  com- 
plaint, from  its  principal  symptom — ^albuminuria.  It 
has  been  ranked  as  a  disease  of  the  blood ;  but  we  do  not 
usually  find  any  decided  manifestation  of  it  except  in 
connection  with  physical  disorganization  of  the  kidney ; 
and  it  would,  I  suspect,  be  extremely  difficult  to  point 
out  any  Tery  tangible  changes  in  the  blood  prior  to 
this  disorganization  taking  place.  No  doubt  the  red 
particles  are  always  defective  under  such  discharges  of 
albumen ;  but  that  may  be  as  much  a  consequence  as  a 
cause  of  the  disease ;  though  it  must  be  admitted  that 
the  occasional  manifestations  of  profuse  albnminuria, 
as  a  mere  passing  sympto<n,  in  the  course  of  other  dis- 
eases tending'  to  debilitate  the  nervous  system  and 
attenuate  the  blood,  affords  proof  that  it  is  possible  to 
be  sometimes  a  simply  fanctional  or  accidental  filtration 
of  the  nutrient  fluids.  The  degenerations  of  structure, 
though  all  ranked  under  the  one  complimentary  name 
of  the  Brightian  dUeate,  may  be  of  various  kinds, 
according  to  the  constitution  of  the  patient,  and  the 
nature  of  the  inducing  caus^ ;  and,  though  the  most 
prevailing  of  these  causes  are  impoverishment  and 
debility  of  the  body,  proceeding  from  the  scrofulous  or 
ayphilitic  taint,  ansmia,  habits  of  excessive  drinking,  or 
the  abuse  of  mercury ;  yet  another  order  of  causes  are 
to  be  looked  for  in  the  form  of  local  or  accidental 
'affections,  such  aa  the  kidneys  are  subject  to  in  common 
with  other  parts.  Thus,  without  finding  any  prior 
deterioration  of  the  blood,  or  any  evidence  of  a  preceding 
local  hypersemia,  we  may  be  compelled  to  look  fi.r  the 
primary  source  of  the  disorder  in  a  simple  perversion 
of  function  in  the  renal  nerves,  by  which  the  natural 
vital  reaction  is  so  modified,  and  the  affinities  so 
altered,  that  instead  of  glandular  or  epithelial  cells 
^ng  formed  and  deposited  as  usual,  we  shall  have  a 
displacement  of  them  by  means  of  granular  or  tuber- 
cular matter,  or  fat.  Here  we  should  have  no  previous 
pressure,  followed  by  absorption,  but  a  simple  death 
and  disappearance  of  the  higher  order  of  structures, 
and  a  substitution  of  degenerate  matters  in  their  place. 
Kextly,  the  evil  may  proceed  fn^m  a  simple  an»mia,  in 


which  the  over-fibrinated  blood  may  block  up  and 
ultimately  obliterate  t^e  extreme  vessels,  thus  cutting 
off  the  source  of  nutriment  from  the  glandular  struc- 
ture, and  substituting  in  its  stead  an  impoven|hed 
lymph,  destined,  perhaps^  to  undergo  still  deeper 
degenerations  in  the*  course  of  time.  Also,  we  /nay 
have  a  protracted  congestion,  pressing  upon  the  nervous 
filaments  and  delicate  microscopic  structures  of  •  the 
organs,  thereby  lowering  their  vitality,  and  preparing 
them  to  3ieid>  without  resistance,  to  the  morbid  pcecipi- 
tations  which  are  sure  to  proceed  firom  a  vitiated  and 
stagnant  composite  fluid  like  the  blood.  Then,  we  ipay 
have  a  subacute  inflammation,  acting  in  a  manner 
pretty  similar  to  anaemia,  so  far  as  effects  are. con- 
sidered, but  more  rapidly  and  expansively,  in  which 
large  amounts  of  fibrinous  exudation  |rill  be  ponred 
out,  oppressing  the  proper  structures,  and  leading  to 
their  destruction,  while  itself  ultimately  sinks  into  a 
lower  form  of  organization,  and  becomes  the  nidns  of 
those  fatty  or  tubercular  depositions  which  are  the  last 
evidences  of  this  terrible  malady.  Such  secondary 
degenerations  will  be  moclified  by  the  constitutional 
diathesis  of  each  patient.  Thus,  in  the  more  healthy 
habit,  where  the  disease  has  rather  proceeded  from  some 
accidental  anaemia  or  local  inflammation,  we  may  only 
have  a  fibrinous  or  camified  kidney,  without  fat  or 
tubercle ;  whereas,  in  the  fatty  habit,  we  shall  have  a 
sebaceous  deposit,  and,  in  the  scrofulous  or  syphilitic 
patient,  a  mere  granular  debris,  either  generally  diffused 
or  aggregated  into  larger  or  snialler  masses,  and  pechaps 
intermixed  with  pus.  Under  any  circumstances,  some 
degree  of  chronic  inflammatory  action  must  arise,  if  not 
aa  a  primary  cause,  yet  certainly  as  a  consequence  of 
the  irritative  deposits;  and  hence  there  will  always  be 
found  gluings  or  adhesions  of  the  different  structures, 
especially  witnessed  in  the  close  attachment  which  takes 
phice  between  the  fibrous  capsule  and  the  organ  proper, 
from  which  it  naturally  peels  off  in  a  clean  manner; 
whereas,  in  this  disease,  it  is  generally  difficult  to  dc^tach 
it,  without  also  tearing  off  sundry  portions  of  the 
mollified  gland.  In  all  cases,  likewise,  there  will  be 
found  an  obliteration  of  the  vessels,  so  that  the  organ 
cannot  be  properly  injected. 

Now,  besides  the  leading,  though  not  altogether 
unexceptional,  feature  of  albuminuria,  the  symptoms 
that  will  appear,  in  most  cases,  are  dull  puns  in  the^lp^na, 
inclination  to  drowsiuess,  frequent  but  scanty  micturition, 
nausea  and  epigastric  tenderness,  anasarca  or  general 
dropsy,  and  a  pale  puffy  aspect  of  the  countenance  and 
flabbiness  of  the  limbs,  concomitant  with  deficiency  of 
the  red  particles  of  the  blood.  This  latter  mark  of  the 
disease,  giving  a  Flemish  expression  to  persons  iu  this 
country,  is  a  very  valuable  one.  Tor  it  will  often  give  us 
a  clue  to  the  malady  before  its  more  annoying  symptoms 
excite  attention ;  so  much  so,  that  the  eye  of  the  expe- 
rienced physician  sometimes  draws  its  conclusions  from 
the  physiognomy  alone.  And  I  am  the  more  satisfied 
of  its  value,  because  I  have  often  found  that  it  revealed 
the  secret  of  renal  disease,  as  proved  after  death,,  even 
when  there  was  no  albumen  to  be  detected  in  the 
Urine  during  life.      Such  evidences  of  morbid  .option 
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Biiut  alwAjs  be  duly  attendedio ;  and  we  most  reooUeci 
that,  though  it  waa  chiefly  through  each  empirical  aigns 
tiiat  the  andenta  attained  to  the  art  of  diagnoatioating 
and  coring  diaeaaes,  aoch  a  habit,  in  the  abeenoe  of  more 
podtiye  knowledge,  did  not  prevent  them  from  becoming 
ezoaUent  physiciana.  We  arrive  at  onr  diagnoaia  by 
shorter  and  more  certain  methoda  of  inqniry,  and  we 
alao  core  npon  more  rational  and  obvioos  modes  of 
treatment;  bnt  yet  tiie  empirical  mode  of  observation 
and  healing  is  never  to  be  lost  sight  of;  because  it 'does 
▼ery  often  avail  us  in  obscure  cases,  in  which  the 
rational  signs  are  not  very  apparent,  and  the  so-ealled 
rational  remedies  disappoint  us.  I  say  iO^etdUd 
rational  remedies ;  for,  indeed,  almost  all  theapplianoea 
of  therapeutics,  unless  yon  except  those  which  act 
chemically,  are  essentially  empirical ;  that  is,  they  are 
known  to  act  in  a  certain  way  by  experience  alone,  and 
not  by  any  rational  recognition  of  the  natural  connection 
between  them,  as  causes,  and  their  physiological  effisots. 
Indeed,  we  cannot  even  except  the  chemical  agents  from 
thb  empirical  category,  inasmuch  as  it  is  only  by 
observation  and  experiment,  and  not  by  abstract 
reasoning,  that  we  learn  of  an  alkali  neutralising  an 
acid.  The  like  observations  and  experiments  teach  us 
that  opium  neutralises  pain,  and  that  antimony  causes 
Tomiting,  and  colocynth  purging,  &c.;  but  while  we 
are  apt  to  designate  the  latter  as  empirical,  and  the 
former  as  rational,  appliances,  we  must  recollect  that  we 
have  just  the  same  grounds  of  reason  for  using  the  one 
as  the  other.  In  truth,  it  suited  the  purposes  of 
adiolasfio  disputants,  at  one  time,  to  draw  this  mariced 
distinction ;  but,  after  all,  it  is  a  distinction  without  a 
real  difference;  and  he  will  be  the  most  competent  for 
the  duties  of  his  calling  who  combines  the  excellencies 
of  both  sects;  that  is  to  say,  he  who  brings  the  highest 
degree  of  metaphysical  or  mathematical  reasoning  to 
generalize  upon  the  details  of  the  empirical  or  experi- 
mental sciences;  for  the  two  words  are  synonymous, 
except  by  overstrained  interpretation.  So  much  for 
the  value  of  obscure  and  unexplainable  symptoms  in 
disease,  such  as  this  Brigfatian  countenance,  or  the 
puffings  of  apoplexy,  or  the  pickings  at  the  bedclothes 
in  brain  disease. 

As  to  the  treatment  of  this  granular  or  iatty  degen- 
eration, it  must  necessarily  be  varied,  according  to  the 
various  causes  from  which  it  may  seem  to  spring,  the 
▼aried  forms  which  it  may  assume,  and  the  various 
consequences  to  which  it  may  have  led.  Thus,  when 
the  cause  appears  to  be  a  general  debiUty,  it  will 
require  to  be  met  by  the  invigoiating  remedies^ 
and  the  usual  rontme  of  the  tonic  regimen,  including 
sound  diet,  regular  moderate  exercise,  and  free 
exposure  to  the  open  air,  when  mild  and  sunny. 
If  the  atrophied  form  of  scrofula  be  observable,  oils 
and  steel  will  be  required ;  and,  if  the  degeneration  be 
of  a  fatty  kind,  potassa  and  the  super-muriated  iron 
may  be  advisable  for  alternate  use.  A  syphilitic  con- 
dition, or  one  arising  frt>m  the  abuse  of  mercury  being 
visible,  we  should  then  resort  to  such  diaphoretics  as 
sarsaparilla  and  mezereon,  with  iodide  of  potassium. 
If  habits  of  excessive  drinkiog  have  been  the 


these  must  be  gradually  dieoked;  and»  if  tiie  patknt 
have  suffered  from  amsmiay  the  hlood^fonniqg  dements 
must  be  exhibited  under  as  &TouraUe  eonditioaa  for 
appropriation  as  posstble;*  and  these  would  oondst  of 
the  albuminous  compounds,  along  with  some  exoesa  of 
oil,  iron,  and  the  calcareous  phosphate.  Tet^  while 
each  case  would  be  thus  modified  in  its  treatment  by 
the  apparent  prevailing  cause,  we  would  require  to  look 
doady  to  the  local  conditions  or  causes,  and  to  such 
secondary  or  tertiary  symptoms  as  might  have  arisen  ia 
the  course  of  the  malady.  A  very  simple  and  unvarying 
formula  vras  at  one  time  in  general  vogue,  arising  from 
the  frequent  use  of  it  by  Dr.  Briglit,  when  he  had  bent 
his  attention  to  this  disease,  and  published  the  results.  I 
mean  carbonate  of  soda,  with  conium,  in  some  stomachic 
and  diuretic  vehide.  But  I  apprehend,  from  the 
additional  illustrations  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  thia 
disorder  which  have  been  offered  since  the  great  discovery 
of  Dr.  Bright,  that  the  remedies  are  now  much  more 
multiplied,  not  from  the  mere  caprice  of  imhviduala* 
but  from  the  perception  of  thdr  fitness  to  certain  vary- 
ing pathologicd  conditions.  Thus,  under  the  drapdea 
that  generally  arise,  some  would  formerly  have  totattj 
forbidden  the  slightest  abstraction  of  blood,  or  the 
emplo]rment  of  diuretics — ^purgatives  and  sudorifics  akne 
being  by  them  admissable,  no  matter  what  were  the 
conditions  on  which  the  dropsy  depended.  Whereaa 
it  is  obvious,  that  if  the  kidneys  be  not  too  irritable,  it 
is  most  likdy  that  less  harm  will  be  done  by  expelling 
the  accumulated  waters  through  this  channel  for  a  shoit 
time,  than  by  permitting  them  to  remain  as  an 
oppressive  load.  And  it  is  equally  certdn,  aa  a  matter 
of  observation,  that  diuresis  is  a  mui^  less  <nrhOTg*«ig 
process  to  the  constitution,  even  under  sodi  dicuna- 
stanoes,  than  purgation,  and  that  sweating  is  rather 
difficult  to  be  produced,  on  account  of  the  organic 
torpidity  of  the  skin.  Bloodletting  is  to  be  regulated 
by  like  considerations.  Thus,  where  chronic  inflsmmft- 
tion  or  congestion  seems  to  exist,  cupping  over  the 
kidneys  is  to  be  by  all  means  recommended,  while, 
immediatdy  afterwards,  thdr  irritability  is  to  be  subdued 
by  a  bdladonna  plaster,  and  the  interaal  use  of  oonium. 
In  a  fiitty  subject,  such  a  course  of  cuppings  may  not 
be  requisite,  and  potassa  and  oonium  may  be  rather 
employed;  while  in  the  taberenlar  form,  accompanied 
with  emaciation,  oils  may  be  directiy  beneficial,  not- 
withstanding some  pr^udice  against  their  use,  aridng 
from  the  narrow  view  of  its  being  always  a  fatty  degenera- 
tion and  nothing  else.  In  the  early  stage  of  audi  a 
type  of  albuminuria,  renal  stimulants  may  be  advisable, 
while  the  uva  ursi  and  other  astringents,  or  adds,  or 
alkalies,  may  be  employed,  according  as  there  may  be 
evidences  of  capillary  rdaxation,  or  of  an  add  or  alkaline 
diathesis.  Yet,  in  dl  cases  whatever,  as  there  is  essen- 
tially a  great  tendency  to  loss  of  dbumen  from  the  system, 
and  a  defidency  of  the  blood-forming  dements,  so  there 
is  required,  in  conjunction  with  any  other  remedies 
employed,  a  very  full  supply  of  albumen  in  its  uMMt 
digestible  form,  which  full  supply  must  be  accompanied 
by  a  more  than  usual  supply  of  iron,  and  the  calcareous 
phosphate.     For  the  fuller  and  more  precise  iUmtra- 
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tion  of  these  points  of  doctrine  and  practioe,  botb  as 
regards  the  essentud  and  the  accidental  symptoms,  I 
shall  reserre  the  cases  which  we  haTe  had,  and  now  have, 
in  the  hospital,  as  the  snlqects  of  another  lecture.  Such 
cases  have  been  far  advanced  prior  to  admission,  and 
oar  records,  like  those  of  others  on  the  same  disease, 
are,  npon  the  whole,  patnftil  and  deplorable ;  never- 
theless, there  are  some  enconraging  &cts  to  be  stated^ 
sach  as  may  incite  as  to  a  courseof  hopefol  inqoiry^  not 
altogether  useless. 


OPHTHALMIC    SKETCHES. 
SHORT    LECTURES 

BBUTBBn  *0  THE 

tTUDBN'ra  AITBKDINO  THE  BIRMINGHAM  BTB  IVFISMABT 
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LECTUBE     III. 

Aemie  abaeett  of  the  eomea  a  reauli  qfthe  impaction 
qf  a  foreiffn  body  in  that  membrane ;  the  eUue  qf 
peraons  moet  disposed  to  this  accident ;  treatment ; 
terminaticns  qf  abecess  qf  the  cornea ;  appearances 
m  a  part  undergoing  reparation,  a  change  qf  treatment 
is  now  requisite;  treatment  of  abecets  qf  the  cornea 
by  puncture — by  incision. 

Gbktlbmbm, — Yon  will  remember  I  have  told  yon 
that  foreign  bodies  may  be  removed  from  the  cornea, 
either  by  the  action  of  the  palpebral  muscles  and  a 
oonsfcuit  flow  of  tears,  or,  by  the  ulceration  of  the  tissue 
immediately  in  contact  with  them,  assisted  by  the 
preoecBng  eliminants,  or,  by  the  interference  of  sui^cal 
art.  In  the  event  of  the  Adlure  of  the  preceding  natural 
processes,  and  of  the  patient's  neglect  to  avail  himself 
of  professional  aid,  the  inflammatory  congestion  of  the 
ooBJunctival  and  sclerotic  vessels,  (that  of  the  conjunctiva 
presenting  an  anlform  deep  red  colour,  the  sclerotic 
a  pink  or  lake  colour,  especially  apparent  around 
the  margin  of  the  cornea,)  augments  the  exudation 
into  the  cornea,  which  at  first  thin,  and  superficially 
oltaated,  as  in  Case  2,  is  now  poured  in  considerable 
qoantity  into  the  lamellar  interstices  around  the  im- 
pacted foreign  body,  displacing  and  breaking  down  the 
natural  structure  of  the  part ;  the  opacity  thus  formed 
ia  dense,  white,  elevated,  and  abruptly  terminated  at 
its  margin,  around  which  the  cornea  is  less  opaque. 
Amidst  the  exuded  matter  are  formed  pus  corpuscles,  and 
abscess  of  the  ciornea  results :  upon  the  ulceration  of 
which  the  forngn  body  is  discharged.  An  indelible 
opacity  (leucoma)  of  greater  or  less  extent  will  denote 
the  site  of  the  purulent  collection  ever  afterwards.  The 
majority  of  cases  of  abscess  of  the  cornea,  as  a  conse- 
quence of  the  cause  we  have  been  considering,  yon  will 
find  among  careless,  debauched  men;  or  whero  the 
Injury  has  been  complicated  by  a  severe  blow  npon  the 
eomea.    I  have  never  had  a  single  case  in  the  penMm 


of  ft  Birmingham  artisan,  though  the  impaction  of 
foreign  bodies  in  the  cornea  is,  with  that  class,  a  most 
fireqnent  accident.  I  attribute  this  immunity  to  bia 
facilities  of  obtaining  well-directed  surgical  treatment, 
and  to  his  excellent  general  health.  The  Birmingham 
mechanic  is  usually  an  intelUgent  man,*  receives  good 
wages,  and  is  a  resident  of  a  healthy  locality;  he 
eonaumes  a  liberal  quantity  of  animal  food,  and, 
though  not  a  water  drinker,  is  very  seldom  drunken, 
coneequently  with  him -diseased  processes  terminate 
favourably. 

19m  indications  of  treaimeiU  are  to  obtain  a  sub- 
sidence of  the  ophthalmia,  absorption  of  the  purulent 
matter,  and  dilatation  of  the  pupil.  Exudation  into 
the  substance  of  the  iris,  consequently  adhesion  to  the 
lens,  is  by  no  means  an  infireqnent  result  of  acute 
sclerotitis;  it  may  take  place  very  insidiously,  with 
littie  if  any  perceptible  change  in  the  natural  appear- 
anoaa  of  the  former  membrane.  It  will,  therefore,  be 
prudent  practice  to  apply  extract  of  belladonna  to  the 
brow,  coating  it  over  with  glycerine  to  keep  it  moist, 
or  the  solution  of  atropine  within  the  palpebne, 
of  the  strength  of  one  grain  of  the  alkaloid  to  200 
grains  of  distilled  water.  Should  the  patient  be  robust, 
we  bleed  from  the  arm ;  even  if  he  should  not  be  so,  the 
ophthalmia  being  acute,  and  accompanied  by  marked 
febrile  disturbance,  we  adopt  the  same  measure  of  relief. 
The  patient  should  stand  upright ;  a  large  opening  having 
been  made  in  the  vein,  you  allow  the  stream  to  flow 
uninterraptedly,  until  pallidity  of  his  lips,  or  a  sensation 
of  nansea,  indicates  that  an  impression  is  made  upon 
the  brain  and  heart.  This  is  enough;  we  do  not 
desire  syncope.  The  patient  should  now  be  confined 
to  his  bed,  the  eyelids  maintained  closed,  and  the 
eyeball  supported  by  a  few  turns  of  a  fine  linen  roller, 
which  is  to  be  continually  moistened  with  a  belladonna 
lotion.  Having  premised  a  purgative,  you  commence 
with  calomel  and  0|num,  repeating  them  every  four  hours, 
until  the  puriform  matter  evinces,  by  its  diminution, 
the  commencement  of  absorption.  The  patient  is  not 
to  be  suHvated,  An  occasional  morning  purgative,  by 
stimulating  the  oi^gans  of  depuration,  will  promote  the 
cure.  If  the  patient  has  been  bled  early  in  the  day, 
leeches  or  cupping  glasses  should  be  applied  in  the 
evening,  otherwise  on  the  following  day.  As  soon  as 
the  active  stage  of  the  disease,  indicated  by  the 
coT^nnctiva  becoming  pale  red,  has  yielded  to  your 
measures,  flying  blisters  will  be  advantageously  employed 
to  the  temple.  The  local  bleeding  will  generally,  the 
blistering  almost  invariably,  require  repetition.  The 
treatment  apposite  to  cases  in  which  the  general  power 
is  feeble,  or  in  which  the  ophthalmic  affection  presents 
a  subacute  character,  will  be  delineated  when  I  speak 
to  you  of  contusions  of  the  ooroea. 


*  "  Eren  daring  my  ahort  stay  (at  Binningham)  I  could  not  help 
expKtting  mj  aatoniiliincBt  at  tha  Taiied  and  eomplcx  infintnatfam 
dUpbTcd  by  tba  aaperior  workmen  ;  for  when  I  convened  with  them 
apan  the  early  hiatory  of  their  reapcctiTe  branehea,  they  evinced  « 
eiiif  aiiiig  fsaafaitanee  with  the  paenliar  ftbrlea  of  Egypt  and  modem 
China.  They  apoke  alao  of  the  emboaamenta^  and  of  the  caat  worka  of 
thoae  nations,  ao  flur  icmored  both  La  point  of  tiaie  and  locality."— 
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Lotine  recapitolate,  so  as  to  ingress  upon  your  minds 
the  iieatmeiit  in  acute  cases ;  and  I  would  here  notice 
a  f&Bt  of  great  practical  importance,  which  is,  that  the 
case  may  be  acnte  and  yet,  in  consequence  of  the 
agonizing  pain  endured  by  the  patient  and  his  loss  of 
rest,  the  evidence  of  constitutional  power  as  evinced  by 
the  pulse,  even  in  a  man  habitually  vigorous,  may  be 
entuely  absent;  the  pulse  in  such  cases  being  quick 
and  4Peak.  This  must  not  deter  you  from  depletion,  or 
induce  you  to  administer  quinine  or  other  tonics ;  for 
if  yon  do,  the  inflammation  and  its  results  will  be 
ceKtainly  aggravated.  Well,  then,  you  bleed  "plena 
rhfo*'  as  the  physidans  of  old  used  to  write,  but  not 
**ad^Miqium  ankm ;"  confine  tlie  patient  to  his  bed ; 
lightly  bandage  both  eyes  with  a  fine  soft  linen  roUer, 
keeping  the  affiacted  oigan  cool  by  the  firequent  appiioa- 
tion  of  a  belladonna  lotion  rendered  sH^tly  evaporative 
bytiie  addition  of  spirits  of  wine;  ei^oin  a  spare,  no- 
stimulating,  and  fluid  diet;  administer  calomel  and 
opinu;  deplete  from  the  temple,  as  the  objective 
sympbamB  may  indicate;  at  a  later  period  use  a  repeti- 
tioa  of  flying  blisters  to  the  same  part.  The  low 
diet  must  not  to  be  continued  too  long,  or  the  repara- 
tive.power  will  be  unequal  to  the  filling  up  of  the 
farsaeh  in  the  cornea.  As  soon  as  wedetecta  decidedly 
mercurial  fetor  of  the  breath,  we  administer  the  medicine 
at  longer  intervals,  and  allow  some  weak  animal  broth, 
gradoallyincraasing  the  strength  of  the  latter  if  it  prove 
salntary.  Opiates  must  be  given  at  bed-time  to  procure 
sound  sleep  ;  of  these,  Dover's  powder  in  from  twdve  to 
twenty-grain  doses,  is  in  my  opinion,  preferable ;  it  acts 
upon  the  skin,  and  promotes  the  action  of  the  mercury. 

If  the  pain  in  the  eye  be  very  severe,  it  will  be  radiated 
to  the  forehead  and  side  of  the  head,  (liemicrania,) 
to  the  dieek  bone  and  nose,  following,  you  perceive, 
tlie  distribution  of  some  of  the  ophthalmio  branches 
of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves.  It  may  become  intolerabb, 
in  sriiich  esse,  supposing  we  are  satisfied  that  it  has  its 
origin  in  the  distended  cornea,*  we  are  justified  in 
puacturing  the  abscess  (onyx)  with  a  Beer's  cataract 
knife.  The  matter  will  not  flow  out  as  in  an  ordinary 
abscess,  but  gradually  bulge  little  by  Uttle  fiH>m  the 
opening,  so  lymplulike  is  its  oonsistenoe.  When  the 
abscess  'has  been  opened  by  the  knife,  and  even 
when  not  so  interfered  with  and  treated  with  all  the 
oare  I  have  indicated  to  you,  instead  of  absorbing, 
it  may  ulcerate  or  slough,  the  lamelln  forming  the 
posterior  wall  of  the  abscess  rupture,  and  the  iris 
is  projected  through  it  {ttaphifkma  iridis),  laying  the 
foijmdation,  if  the  wound  be  large,  of  a  staphyloma 
comes.  If  the  protruded  portion  be  small,  it  will 
nloente  to  a  level  with  the  cornea,  and  remain  adherent 
to  the  cicatrix.  This  is  synechia  anterior.  The  perfo- 
ration of  the  cornea  by  nkeration,  and  escape  of  aqueous 
Iramour,  is,  on  the  other  hand,  in  some  cases,  a  favourable 
event,  being  the  immediate  precedent  of  subsidence  of 
c^bthalmia ;  the  humour  is  regenerated,  the  iris  recovers 
ita  normal  position,  or  becomes  merely  adherent  at  the 
point  of  perforation.    The  patient's  vision  would  be 
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perfect,  if  we  could  dissipate  the  lencoma  from  the  azir 
of  vision.  The  mere  contact  of  the  iris  with  the  inner 
concave  surfece  of  the  oomea  does  not  endanger  the 
integral  dimenrions  of  tiie  anterior  chamber.  There 
must  be  an  exudation  of  Ijrmph,  as  well  as  oontaot, 
before  adhesion  can  be  effected;  if  it  were  not  so,  the 
removal  of  catwact  by  extraction,  in  vriiich  operation  tka 
aqueous  humour  is  invariably  lost,  would  be  nearly  always 
fatal  to  vision.  I  saw  a  man,  a  short  time  since,  wli» 
had,  the  day  before  he  came  to  me,  received  a  small 
incised  wound  near  the  centre  of  the  oomee,  which  had 
penetrated  the  anterior  chamber;  the  wound  vras 
closed,  the  iris  had  been  floated  back  to  its  natural 
position,  having  spun,  as  it  were,  a  fine  thread  of  lymph 
in  its  passage  fix)m  the  cornea. 

In  Case  2  (Ballard)  the  normal  configuration  of 
the  cornea  was  said  to  have  been  restored  in  the  course 
of  two  hours  after  the  escape  of  the  humour,  so  rapidly 
is  the  aqueous  humour  secreted.  The  new  material 
supplied  for  the  repair  of  a  loss  of  corneal  substance,  ia 
at  first  of  a  greyish  colour,  translucent,  not  transparent^ 
becoming  as  it  consolidates  more  opaque.  When 
reparation  is  going  on  in  the  centre  of  the  cornea,  we 
often  notice  a  red  spot  or  streak  in  the  middle  of  the 
exuded  matter,  indicating  the  development  of  new 
vessels  for  the  completion  of  its  organization.  In  other 
instances,  more  particularly  if  the  iigury  be  near  the 
margin  of  the  cornea,  a  number  of  littie  yessels  are 
projected  from  the  conjunctiva  and  sclerotica  into 
the  cytobkst;  the  yessels,  in  either  position,  fade  away 
upon  the  completion  of  dcatriiation.  In  some  few 
cases  one  or  more  vessels  are  reqidred  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  life  in  the  new  tissue,  and  these  are  permanent. 
This  ouUine  of  the  reparative  process  in  the  cornea  is  at 
once  suggestive  of  a  rational  treatment;  namdy,  U> 
support  constitutional  power  by  a  nutritious  and  easily 
digestible  diet ;  allowing  a  certain  amount  of  whatever 
alcoholic  stimulant  the  patient  may  have  haWtnaliy 
taken,  when  in  healtii.  At  this  period  we  must  be 
careful  bow  we  apply  leeches,  even  though  pain  be 
present,  which  is  generally  of  a  neuralgic  diaraofcer»  or 
we  shall  so  interrupt  the  formation  of  the  new  material 
as  to  fevour  the  production  of  staphyloma,  or  induce  ae 
rapid  an  absorption  of  the  exuded  matter  that  the 
cornea  will  give  way  under  pressure  of  the  conteots 
of  the  globe,  and  the  anterior  chamber,  drained  of  ita 
secretion,  will  be  collapsed.  As  a  local  application,  the 
belladonna  collyrium  is  one  of  the  most  useAil,  and 
very  agreeable  to  the  patient.  Much  harm  ia  done  by 
the  indiscriminate  application  of  astringents,  audi  aa 
sine  and  nitrate  of  silrer,  to  every  species  of  external 
ophthalmia.  When  the  lymph  lies  or  hangs  looeely 
upon  the  wound,  the  introdudtion  of  two  or  three  dropa 
of  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  (gr.  g.  or  gr.  iv.  to  tiia 
ounce  of  water,)  within  the  lids,  or  directiy  to  the  part 
by  means  of  a  camel's-hair  pendl,  will  tend  to  canaoli-- 
date  the  wound.  The  drops  are  to  be  applied  once  or 
twice  in  the  twenty-four  hoars.  If  firom  any  causa 
there  should  be  an  ezaoerbation  of  inflamaaatioB,  and 
we  detenoiiie  to  apply  leeches,  they  shouftd  be  pbioed  over 
the  mastoid  process,  in  preference  to  the  temple.    Before 
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•condadlng  these  remarlui  I  must  again  remind  yon 
that  abscess  of  the  cornea,  as  a  resnlt  of  the  iihpaction 
of  a  foreign  body,  seldom  presents  itself  in  a  person  of 
sonnd  constitution,  therefore  venesection  is  rardy 
demanded.  Do  not  go  away  with  the  idea  that  because 
you  have  a  patient  affected  with  abscess  he  must  neces- 
sarily be  bled.  If  you  hare  any  misgiyings  of  the 
propriety  of  general  bleeding,  adopt  local  depletion. 

Absce*8  of  the  cornea  is  frequently  complicated  with 
the  presence  of  pumlent  matter  in  the  anterior  chamber 
(hypopion) ;  in  (kct,  the  former  occasionally  discharges 
itself  into  the  anterior  chamber.  A  difference  of  opinion 
exists  among  ophthalmic  practioners  as  to  the  propriety 
of   puncturing  a  corneal  abscess.      The  operation  is 
advocated  by  Dr.  Jacob,  of  Dublin,  on  the  principle 
that  wherever  pus  is  collected,  it  should  be  let  out. 
Mr.  Guthrie  considers  treatment  by  tneuion,  not  by 
puncture,  to  be  the  most  successful  method  of  curing 
the  disease  under  consideration.      Other  anthorities, 
including    my    late   preceptor,    Mr.    Lawrence,   Dr. 
Mackenzie,  and  Mr.  lyrrel,    condemn  the  practice, 
because  they  have  found  that  the  pus  corpuscles  are 
capable  of  removal  by  treatment  very  similar  to  that  I 
have  suggested  for  your  guidance  at  the  commencement 
of  this  lecture.     Dr.  Mackenzie  has  observed  staphyloma 
more  frequently  after  puncture  than  when  it  has  been 
£spensed  with.     Mr.   Guthrie;  in  one  of  his  dinical 
lectures,  reported  in  the  Medical  Thnew,  says,  "  I  wish 
you  to  recollect  that  the  operation  I  recommend  in  these 
cases,  (abscess  of  the  cornea  and  its  concomitants,)  is 
not  a  puncture;    it  is  a  division  of  the  cornea,  made 
(perpendicularly  thictugh  it)   by  the  be«t  cataract  knife 
you  have,  beginning  immediately  below  the  edge  of  the 
interstitial  abscess,  and  extending  to  a  similar  point  above 
it,  the  internal  opening  in  the  cornea  being,  as  nearly 
as  possible,  as  large  as  the  external  one.    The  whole  of 
the  aqueous  humour,  and  other  matters,  should  be  sud- 
denly discharged,    when  the  iris  falls    oris    pressed 
forward  against  the  cornea.    Care  must  be  taken  not  to 
injure  the  capsule  of  the  lens."     *'  If  the  whole  of  the 
aqueous  humour  should  not  have  been  let  out,  together 
with  the  matter  constituting  the  hypopion,  the  edges 
of  the  wound  in  the  cornea  must  be  separated  by  the 
curette."      We  are  also  directed  to  keep  the  eyelids, 
after  the  operation,  closed,  and  covered  with  a  soft  pad 
of  hnen,  maintaining  by  the  bandaging  a  moderate  degree 
of  pressure  for  twenty-four  hours;  the  eyelids  are  now 
to  be  cleansed,  but  not  opened,  for  forty-eight  houn; 
when,  Mr.  Guthrie  says,  in  some  iDStances,'the  edges  of 
the  incision  will  be  found  to  have  united,  and  the 
.anterior  chamber  to  be  ftdl  of  aqueous  humour;   die 
ulcerated  part  in  a  healthy   state,  and^all   the  other 
symptoms  greatly  relieved.     In  the  Medical  Timee  for 
October,  1843,  and  February,  1844,  you  wiU  find  some 
eases  recorded^  which  were  treated  by  incision.     I  have 
often  punctured  the  cornea,  but  never  incised  it  in  the 
way  recommended  by  Guthrie;  the  patient  has  generally 
temporary  reKef  from  the  painful j  sense  of 
ntion  which  is  present  in  this  disease.    In  my  next 
ieetiire  I  shall  have  to  advert  to  some  cases  which  were 
90  titttcd. 


Mn^M  %tptiB. 
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CASES 

Reported  under  the  Terms  proposed  by  the  Attociatjum. 

By  Nil  Dbspxsakduk. 

Strangulated  Scrotal  Hernia. 

Thomas  Knight,  aged  38,  was  admitted  Marah 
31st,  1851,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Clarke,  for  strangu- 
lated scrotal  hernia  on  the  left  side.  He  states  that  he 
has  had  a  fulness  on  that  side  for  the  last  eighteen 
yean,  but  it  had  never  given  him  any^inconvenisiioe, 
although  it  became  somewhat  larger  on  any  violent. ex- 
ertion. Six  days  «go  it  became  much  larger  after 
exerting  himself  more  than  usual,  and  which  waa  fol- 
lowed by  vomiting  and  hiccough.  He  had  assistance 
on  that  day,  but  the  surgeon  could  not  seduce^the  ^ 
hernia.  On  the  following  day  his  bowels  were  moissd, 
but  the  vomiting  was  not  relieved.  The  symptoms 
continued  for  the  next  four  days  without  any  aUezation, 
except  an  abatement  in  the  vomiting.  During  this 
time  has  had  no  tenderness  in  the  tumour. 

Prtteat  iymptome, — A  tumour  about  five  inches  long, 
not  tense ;  pulse  72,  small ;  tongne  covered  i^ith  a 
brown  fur.  The  surgeon  who  attended  him  states  ^t 
his  bowels  were  opened  this  moning  after  the  adqunis- 
tration  of  an  enema.  On  consultation,  Mr.  Clark 
determined  to  wait  until  the  evening,  as  there  seemed 
no  immediate  necessity  for  operating.  Ordered^  the 
^yplication  of  ice  to  the  tumour  for  an  hour,  and  an 
enema  of  gruel  as  well  as  a  draught,  with  Liq^  Opii 
Sed.,  m.  xl. 

Eight  o'clock  P.M. — His  bowels  not  having  been 
moved,  Mr.  Clark  operated  at  once.  Having  opened 
the  sac,  a  large  quantity  of  omentum  came  into  liew 
with  a  coil  of  intestine  between  its  layen.  The 
stricture  was  easily  divided,  and  the  intestine  (w|uch 
was  tense)  returned  into  the  abdomen ;  it  was  deepied 
adrisable  not  to  remove  or  to  attempt  to  return,  the 
omentum  into  the  abdomen.  The  wound  was  brought 
together  with  three  sutures,  adhesive  plaster,  and  band- 
age. There  was  scarcely  any  bleeding,  and  he  did.  not 
complain  of  any  pain,  as  he  was  fully  under  the  influ- 
ence of  opium. 

April  1st. — Feels  very  comfortable;  slept  toloably 
well ;  no  nausea  or  sickness.  Has  taken  beef-tea.mth 
i%lish.  Rather  more  ^secondary  hsemorrhage  than  there 
should  be.  Scrotum  and  prepuce  much  swollen  but  not 
painful,  the  swelling  of  the  hitter  causing  paraphjmoeis 
and  retention  of  urine.  Paraphymosis  reduced  and 
catheter  passed. 

April  2nd. — Slept  but  very  little  last  night.  Scrotum 
rather  painful,  tense  and  ecchymosed.  Has  had  no 
notion,  but  is  constantly  passing  gas,  and  a  slimy  ddnd 
of  mucus;  no  tenderness  of  abdomen;  excessiv*  thirst ; 
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poise  112,  weak;  satares  removed;  the  wound  billed 
with  a  coagulam.  An  evaporating  spirit  lotion  to  be 
^)pHed  to  the  scrotum.    Soda  water  ad  Hbihtm, 

Ten  o'clock  p.m. — Very  restkse ;  thitst  continues; 
bowels  have  been  moved  five  times. — R.  Tfaict.  Opii, 
^  dr.  as.,  Aq.  oz.  j.    Fiathanst  statim  sumendus. 

3rd. — Feels  much  better;  has  slept  well;  scrotum 
and  prepuce  of  a  purple  colour;  thirst  continues;  skin 
hot;  pulse  128;  bowels  opened  twice;  no  tendemiis 
of  abdomen ;  passes  water  freely.  Poultice  to  scrotum. 
Ordered  an  ounce  of  port- wine  every  hour.  Beef-teui 
arrowroot,  and  eggs. 

4th. — Has  slept  well ;  pulse  120  ;  tongue  dry  and 
coated ;  scrotum  not  so  tense ;  but  looks  dark,  as  though 
about  to  slough.  There  is  a  constant  exudation  of 
dark  venous  blood  from  the  wound.  Hie  original 
incision  continued  downwards  for  two  inches,  and 
turpentine  applied  tx>  the  jdarhoe.  To  have  six  ounces 
of  wine  daily. 

5th. — No  haemonhage ;  seems  better ;  appetitegood ; 
tongue  moister;  considerable  sloughing  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  scrotum.  There  is  an  exudation  of  san- 
guineous serum  from  the  wound. 

6th. — Much  better;  pulse  108,  stronger;  tongue 
moist  and  cleaner;  appetite  good;  wound  sloughy; 
dressed  with  Unguentum  Resinse  c.  Terebinth,  under 
the  poultice. 

14th. — Has  continued  to  improve.  Slough  has 
separated,  and  the  surfice  is  granulating.  Ti»  <iinit  the 
poultice,  but  to  continue  with  the  Ung.  Res.  c.  Tereb. 
Appetite  good;  bowels  regular.  To  have  four  ovnces 
of  wine  an4  one  quart  of  beer  dally. 

Under  the  influence  of  a  good  diet  and  stimulating 
applications  the  wound  quiddy  healed,  considering  the 
large  amount  of  sloughing,  and  he  was  disdiarged»  perw 
fectly  well,  on  May  10th. 

The  chief  points  of  interest  in  this  case  are,^lst, 
the  treatment  at  the  operation  in  respect  to  the  large 
mass  of  omentum — viz.,  not  either  attempting  the 
return  of  it  into  the  abdomen,  where  it  might  act  as  a 
foreign  body,  or  of  removing  it,  which  would  have 
given  rise  most  likely  to  a  great  deal  of  hssmorrfaage^ 
(not  at  the  time  of  its  removal,  but  secondarily  as  the 
case  turned  out,)  and  would  have  requwed  many  liga- 
tures; 2ndly,  the  sloughing  and  secondary  hs»morrhage 
after  the  operation.  Both  of  these  consequences  are  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  excessive  sedative  and  dejwessing  effects 
exercised  on  the  parts  locally  by  the  application  of  the 
ioe.  It  is  probable  that  some  little  time  after  the 
operation,  when  the  'parts  had  recovered  from  the 
astringent  action  of  the  ice,  and  reaction  had  come  on^ 
blood  was  poured  out  rather  freely  into  the  scrotum; 
and  this  might  have  also  aided  in  produdng  the  slough- 
ing of  the  scrotum,  secondary  of  course,  as  compared  to 
the  ice.  In  this  case,  the  excessive  sedative  effects  of 
the  ioe,  no  one  could  have  forseen  or  guarded  against, 
as  its  application  was  of  short  duration.  It  is  a  dis- 
advantage in  the  employmoit  of  ice,  that  y«Nt  avajiQl 
able  to  oontroul  its  effects  and  thus  prevent  the  awkward 
complications  that  occurred  in  this  case. 


SirangtUaied  Ingnhud  Herma. 

THOMAft  Tannsr,  aged  65,  was  admitted  Augut 
18th,  1851,  under  tiie  care  of  Mr.  Harrison,  with 
apparentiy  strangulated  inguinal  hernia  on  the  left  side ; 
symptoms  denoting  strangulation  in  its  acntest  foim 
were  wanting.  The  taxis  was  employed  and  the  intei- 
tine  was  felt  to  go  back;  but  a  swelling  still  re- 
mained, which,  from  its  doughy  feel,  wss  evidently 
omentum*  A  compress  and  bandage  were  applied  at 
the  ring. 

On  the  19th  he  still  had  symptoms  of  great  uneasineBi 
and  some  abdominal  tenderness.  On  the  following 
morning  Mr.  Harrison  was  sent  for  on  account  of  his 
great  depression  and  the  abdominal  tenderness  harii^ 
increased.  Although  the  tumour  still  felt  as  only 
omentom,  on  consultation,  Mr.  H.  determined  on 
a{>erating,  as  affording  the  patient  the  only  chanoe. 
Brandy  was  freely  given  before  the  operation.  Ilure 
was  a  cicatrix  in  the  direction  of  the  inguinal  canal,  as 
if  he  had  undergone  some  operation,  previously ;  tlis 
man  did  not  corroborate  the  opinion,  but  from  having  a 
great  defect  in  his  speech,  it  was  impossible  to  obtain 
any  accurate  account  of  his  previous  history.  On 
opening  the  sac,  nothing  but  omentum  was  present, 
which  looked  congested,  and  was  adherent  to  the  sae. 
As  the  man  was  so  much  depressed,  and  Mr.  H.  iielt 
convinced  that  there  was  no  intestine  or  omaituia 
strangulated,  he  was  removed  to  his  bed.  The  typhoid 
symptoms  continued,  and  he  had  an  attack  of  diarrkea 
which  exhausted  him  very  much,  and  he  died  six  boon 
after  the  operation. 

8tctio*eodaoem, —  On  openmg  the  body,  aooos 
effusion  was  found  in  the  abdominal  cavity,  with  perito- 
nitis. The  intestines  generally  were  much  congested, 
giving  the  appearance  of  acute  enteritis.  On  eiamining 
the  seat  of  operation,  no  intestine  was  found  down  or 
in  any  way  strangulated.  The  commencement  aS  tiie 
rectum  was  adherent  to  the  peritoneum  limng  the 
abdominal  parietes  at  a  point  external  to  the  intomal 
abdominal  ring,  but  this  evidentiy  was  not  of  reoent 
dat^  and  the  passage  of  the  gut  was  in  no  way  affeded. 
On  tracing  the  rectum  forther  down,  within  three  inches 
and  a  half  of  its  termination,  there  was  a  spot  of  pas  at 
this  part,  and  on  taking  out  this  part  of  the  csnaL  and 
slitting  it  open,  the  mucous  membrane  was  fonnd 
excessively  congested,  (almost  amounting  to  inflaouns- 
tion,)  in  the  form  of  irregular  patches.  The  rectum,  in 
its  whole  extent,  was  thicker  and  more  tumefird  tkaa 
normal. 


Sfyrangtdaied  Seroial  Hernia ;  JRnqffure  qftke  Intmlmt ; 
wcee^fidly  treated  ^  OperaHon. 
William  Mannimo,  aged  24,  admitted  December 
22nd,  1850,  under  Mr.  Churk,  for  strangulated  scrotal 
hernia  on  the  right  side.  He  is  a  stone  sawyer,  in 
regular  work,  unmarried.  He  states  that  his  1>*^W* 
regidar  and  sober,  and  has  been  ruptured  for  9^ 
twelve  months,  but  has  always  been  able  to  retorn  the 
rupture  till  within  the  last  nine  days.  He  uifonni  me 
that  the  hernia  camedown  on  December  ISfth,  whiia  at 


BRISTOL  ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 


239 


work,  (he  had  heen  liftmg  some  hea^y  pieces  of  stone 
the  day  before,)  and  that  he  got  back  a  portion  of  it  at 
the  time,  bat  was  not  able  to  retnrn  it  altogether.  A 
short  time  after  the  descent,  he  suffered  so  much  pain 
that  he  was  obliged  to  go  home  and  go  to  bed.  He 
was  attacked  with  vomiting  on  the  following  day,  whidi 
has  continDed  more  or  less  till  within  the  last  two  days. 
Had  hicoongh  severely  on  the  16th,  17th,  and -18th  of 
December^  On  the  19th  he  walked  to  a  surgeon's 
residence,  bni  he  was  not  examined  by  some  nnacooimt- 
aUe  cizcumstance  or  other.  The  abore  surgeon  asw 
him  to  day,  and  tried  to  reduce  the  tnmonr,  after 
bleeding  him  to  about  sixteen  ounces,  but  the  attempt 
did  not  succeed ;  he  then  phuied  him  under  the  influence 
of  chloroform  and  tried  the  taxis  again,  but  filled. 
Hie  man  was  then  brought  to  the  Infirmary.  On 
examination  there  was  found  a  tumour  on  the  right 
fidie,  about  four  inches  in  length,  and  of  pear-shaped 
fonn;  it  was  not  tense,  and  bore  a  moderate  degree  of 
handling  without  the  man  complaining  of  pain.  His 
countenance  looks  anxious;  tongue  brown,  dry,  and 
furred ;  skin  clammy ;  abdomen  tender ;  pulse  slow  and 
weak,  84 ;  bowels  have  not  been  moved  for  the  last 
nine  days.  The  taxis  was  gently  tried,  but  on  account 
of  the  vomiting,  hiccough,  and  all  the  other  symptoms 
of  strangulation  having  existed  so'  long,  was  not  per- 
severed in. 

Operation  at  twenty  minutes  poet  eight  p.m. — There 
seemed  to  be  an  unusual  thickness  of  structures,  and  a 
great  many  layers  were  divided.  On  opening  the  sac^ 
a  rather  large  quantity  of  fluid  escaped ;  the  intestine 
was  red  and  looked  rough;  it  was  adherent  around  the 
whole  circumference  of  the  neck  of  the  sac.  While 
Mr.  Clark  was  feeling  to  see  whether  there  was  a  com* 
munication  with  the  abdominal  cavity,  the  intestine 
gave  way.  On  a  closer  examination,  the  intestine  was 
found  emphysematous,  although  it  did  not  look  dark. 
It  afterwards  gave  way  in  two  other  phues,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  liquid  foecal  matter  escaped.  Mr.  Clark 
then  opened  the  intestine  for  about  three  inches,  and 
gave  free  exit  to  the  contents;  a-  piece  of  lint  dipped 
in  tepid  water  was  then  applied  to  the  exposed  intestine, 
and  he  was  removed  to  his  bed.  His  pulse  had  risen 
to  120  during  the  operation;  it  was  weak.  He  took 
an  ounce  of  brandy  just  before  the  operation. 

Ten  o'clock,  p.m.— A  large  quantity  of  foecal  matter 
lias  passed  through  the  wound.  Pulse  small,  130. 
Ordered  the  following  mixture: — R  Liq.  Opii  Sed., 
dr.  j.;  Aq.,  os.  vj.  C^>t.  oz.  j.  quartis  horis.  To  havt» 
middle  diet  and  arrowroot. 

23rd. — Nine  o'dock,  a.m. — Feels  easy;  a  large 
quantity  of  fluid  passed  through  the  wound.  Has 
dosed  a  little  during  the  night;  pulse  firmer,  112 1 
tongue  furred  and  dry. 

Four  o'clock,  p.m.— Much  the  same;  pulse  120. 

Half-past  nine,  p.m. — Comphiins  of  pain  over  the 
bowels ;  pulse  130.     Ordered  milk  to  drink. 

24th.— The  pain  over  the  bowels  but  very  slight; 
skin  not  so  clammy;  tongue  cleaner  and  moiflter.  Csft. 
Milt.  oct.  horis. 


25th.^FeeIs  quite  easy;  free  discharge  of  liquid 
ibecal  matter  through  the  wound.     Pulse  soft,  80 

December  26th. — ^Free  discharge  from  wound ;  passed 
two  motions  per  anum  last  night.  Pulse  72.  Capt. 
Mist,  omni  nocte.     Ordered  beef-tea. 

27th. — Motions  passed  per  wound.  Pulse  72; 
tongue  dean ;  appetite  pretty  good. 

30th.-— Two  bed-sores  on  the  sacrum  and  one  on  the 
hip,  were  discovered  to  day.  Ordered  the  following 
application  for  them  s— R.  Cretse,  dr.  iv.;  ZindOxidi, 
dr*  ij.,  fiat  unguentum.  To  have  a  chop  daily  at 
deven  and  full  diet. 

*■  21st. — Feeb  a  little  pun  about  the  wound ;  undigesti- 
ble  matter,  in  small  lumps,  passed  through  the  wound. 

January  1, 1851.^ A  large  quantity  of  dark  offensive 
matter  passed  through  the  wound ;  very  little  pain ; 
appetite  good. 

4th.— He  takes  his  food  with  great  relish,  and  always 
feels  ready  for  his  meals ;  deeps  well ;  pulse  72. 

10th. — A  laige  and  hard  motion  passed  last  night  per 
anum.  He  says  that  at  the  time,  the  intestine  almost 
disappeared  through  the  wound;  the  intestine*  has 
somewhat  receded  the  last  four  or  five  days.  Pulse  72^ 
soft.     Bed-sores  healed. 

nth. — Complains  of  the  intestine  and  surrounding 
parte  bdng  painful  since  the  last  motion  per  anum. 
Feces  pass  through  the  wound  to  day. 

17th.— The  pain  is  gone.  Excepting  this  no  alter- 
ation  dnce  the  last  report. 

24th.*-Feel8  quite  well  in  himself,  and  has  quite  a 
ravenous  appetite.  The  intestine  appears  sometimes 
to  be  smaller,  and  at  others  larger.  The  fieces  pass 
through  the  wound. 

February  3rd. — ^The  fncal  matter,  which  is  liquid, 
eaoapes  entirdy  through  the  wound.  Gaining  flesh. 
Appetite  good.  The  textures  between  the  integument 
and  intestine,  (which  were  noticed  at  the  time  of  the 
operation  to  be  unusually  thick,)  are  much  lessened. 

10th. — ^The  textures  surrounding  the  intestine  seem 
to  be  entirdy  absorbed ;  and  the  intestine  has  receded. 
If  he  eate  potetoes  they  pass  through  the  wound 
undigested. 

February  16th— The  portion  of  mucous  surface  of  the 
intestine  at  the  wound  is  smaller,  measures  about  two 
inches  and  a  half;  there  is  a  little  portion  of  the 
mucous  membrane  adherent  to  the  skin  at  the  upper 
and  external  margin  of  the  wound.  General  health 
good. 

22nd.-— Mr.  Clark  introduced  a  finger  into  the  open- 
ing of  the  lower  portion  of  the  intestinal  canal,  (which 
opening  is  small  and  situated  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
wound,)  and  another  finger  into  the  opening  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  canal,  (which  opening  is  large,  everted, 
and  ntuated  at  the  lower' part  of  the  wound,)  and  found 
that  the  -two  portions  of  intestine  lay  parallel,  and 
in  almost  dose  contact  as  &r  as  his  fingers  could  reach ; 
the  lower  portion  of  the  canal  makes  a  curve  downwards 
to  the  upper. 

28th.— A  tape-worm  presenting  to  day  at  the  opening 
of  the  upper  portion  of  the  canal,  I  tried  to  extract  it, 
but  it  broke  off  before  the  whole  worm  was  extnusted; 
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the  portion  measnred  thirty-two  inches.  He  has 
passed  sereral  small  worms  daring  the  last  three  or  fonr 
days.  Feces  pass  entirely  through  the  wound.  Health 
good.  He  continued  in  this  condition,  without  anything 
of  note  occurring,  till 

March  17th. — ^The  remaining  portion  of  the  tape- 
wonUi  measuring  forty  inches,  came  away  through  the 
wound  this  morning.     Local  condition  the  same. 

21st. — Mr.  Clark  introduced  a  pair  of  Dupuytren's 
forceps  to  day,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  communi- 
cation between  the  upper  and  lower  portions  of  the 
intestine.  After  the  blades  were  screwed  tightly  together 
he  complained  of  pain  in  the  bowels,  and  fell  sick. 
Ordered — R.  Liq.  Opii  Sed.,  m.  xxx. ;  Aquam,  ad. 
oz.  iss.  Fiat  haust  statim  sumendus.  To  have  middle 
diet,  milk,  and  arrowroot. 

Forty-fiTO  minutes  past  eight,  p.m.' — Not  in  much 
pain,  but  countenance  looks  anxbus ;  has  vomited  twice* 
Has  not  slept,  although  he  took  the  opiate  five  hours  ago. 

22nd. — Did  not  sleep  last  night ;  vomiting  ceased ; 
no  tenderness,  but  complains  of  slight  pain  in  the 
bowelf  •  The  exposed  intestine  has  somewhat  receded 
within  the  wound.  Pulse  84,  soft.  Tongue  slightly 
furred. 

24th.— Rather  pufiy  and  pamful  around  the  intestine 
to-day.  The  quantity  of  fieecal  matter  passed  by  the 
wound  has  somewhat  diminished  the  last  day  or  so. 
Pulse  84  ;  tongue  clean.  The  forceps  were  screwed  up 
to  their  full  extent. 

26th. — The  swelling  around  the  intestine  has  sub- 
sided. Has  had  a  great  quantity  of  gas  escape  from 
the  rectum  since  yesterday.  No  fiecai  matter  passed  by 
the  wound  since  this  morning.  Pulse  72;  tongue 
dean* 

27th. — Has  not  passed  any  flatus  by  the  rectum 
to-day ;  nor  is  there  any  fecal  matter  passed  by  the 
wound. 

28th. — Has  had  nothing  pass  through  the  wound 
except  a  little  watery  Huid,  which  appears  to  be  secreted 
by  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  exposed  intestine. 

29th.— Has  had  a  little  fsecal  matter  pass  by  the 
wound  to-day. 

30th. — At  the  operation  (original),  when  the  incision 
into  the  intestine  was  made,  it  was  considerably  on  the 
side  of  the  mesenteric  surfiBu^  of  the  intestine,  conse- 
quentiy,  when  the  intestine  threw  itself  open  there 
would  be  two  portions  of  mucous  surface  at  the  wound. 
This  larger  portion,  which  is  superior,  looks  prominent 
lo-day,  and  the  base,  where  it  is  continuous  with  the 
portion  included  between  the  forceps,  looks  dark  and 
slougl.  .  There  was  a  considerable  discharge  of  dark- 
lookir.-  fluid  from  the  wound  this  morning.  The 
forceps  have  sunk  to  the  lower  part  of  the  wound, 
evidently  showing  that  the  portions  of  parallel  intestine 
have  inflamed  and  united,  and  that  the  portion  of  the 
intestine  included  between  the  forceps  is  in  process  of 
separating.     General  health  very  good. 

Slst. — Mr.  Ckrk,  thinking  that  there  was  now  a 
communication  between  the  upper  and  lower  portions 
of  the  canal,  ordered  an  enema  to  be  administered; 
while  the  man  was  turning  round  the  forceps  dropped 


out  of  the  wound.  The  injection  returned  immedi- 
ately after  it  was  given.  On  examining  the  rectus  it 
was  found  quite  blocked  up  by  hardened  feoes;  thoe 
being  removed  by  means  of  a  lithotomy  sooop,  the 
following  injection  was  thrown  up  t— >R.  Spt  Tenh., 
dr.  ij ;  Old  Ridni,  dr.  iv. ;  Dec  Avenc,  oj.  TUs 
also  failed  in  unloading  the  bowds.  The  man  hiwtlf 
stated  that  new  beer  purged  him  gcnetally.  He  «m 
ordered  half  a  pint.  One  hour  afterwards  a  motfon 
came  away.  It  was  not  hard,  but  of  a  peculiar  ^uliik 
clay  colour;  perhaps  this  may  have  leBolied  from  s 
miling  with  the  secretion  of  the  lower  part  o(  ths 
canal.    There  is  a  slight  discharge  throngk  the  wowmL 

April  3rd.— 'Has  had  no  nuition  per  anum  siaoe  the 
last  report.  No  discharge  tiom  the  wound.  To  hue 
a  chop  daily. 

5th. — Has  had  a  slight  discharge  of  ftecd 
through  the  wound  since  the  last  report.  On  i 
dudng  a  finger  you  find  the  oommuDieatbn  betvMn 
the  two  portions  of  the  intestine,  abont  one  inch  and  a 
half  from  the  external  wound ;  you  can  also  fed  a  kiad 
of  band,  where  the  two  portions  of  intestine  an  aatfd- 
gamtfted.  On  dther  side  of  the  septum  your  fbg«n 
enter  the  cavity  of  the  two  portkms.  The  part  of 
mucous  membrane  (external)  is  tatber  more  promiasnt 
Has  had  no  motion  per  anum  yet* 

7th. — Passed  a  motion  per  anum  last  nigbt»  not 
large,  but  of  good  colour,  &c.  A  discharge  of  yeUowiafa 
matter  f!rom  the  wound  to-day,  partiy  tecolent. 

9th. — Has  had  two  very  hard  and  small  motions  per 
anum  since  the  last  report,  which  caused  him  to  atnia 
so  mudi  that  there  was  a  slight  diadarge  of  blood 
with  them.  A  Itttie  fsecal  matter  comes  through  the 
wound. 

11th. — He  was  ordered  the  foUowing  iiqecUoa  for 
this  morning: — Vi,  Extr.  Fd.  Bovis,  oz.  j.;  Use. 
Avenae,  oj.  This  brought  a  larger  motion  than  osiiL 
Very  littie  i&diarge  through  the  wound. 

14th.-— He  had  another  injection  of  ox-gall  yeitarday, 
and  one  this  morning.  The  injection  yesterday  bm|^t 
away  a  very  large  quantity  of  ftecal  matters  that  is  the 
first  time  since  he  underwent  the  operation  for  heoiis» 
^nearly  four  months  ago,)  that  he  has  had  a  lai|0 
motion  per  anum.  A  truss,  with  a  weak  springi  wm 
applied  to  the  wound  yesterday. 

17th.— The  trass  does  not  make  pressure  on  the 
prominent  piece  of  mucous  membrsoe,  but  on  the  side 
of  the  wound,  which  has  caused  a  swelling  of  the 
integuments,  and  given  him  pain.  Had  an  isjeeCioB 
this  morning,  which  brought  away  a  lacge  moJion. 
There  is  a  slight  discharge  of  mucus*like  fluid  from 
the  wound,  but  there  is  no  fieoal  matter  witii  it,  nor 
has  there  been  any  for  the  last  week. 

19th. — ^Tbe  truss  was  removed  to-day,  and  sevod 
compresses  of  lint,  with  a  square  piece  of  board  ow 
these,  were  applied  over  the  wound,  and  kept  down  by 
means  of  an  elastic  India-rubber  band.  Has  had  no 
motion  per  anum  since  the  last  report;  his  bowds  do 
not  yet  act  without  an  injection ;  no  dteration  in  the 
discharge. 

20th.<— Had  his  bowels  firedy  opened  this 
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wiihoat  any  iijeotion;  the  motion  was  Urge,  of  good 
colour,  &c.  The  compress,  Ac,  does  not  pain  him, 
anfi  keeps  up  very  effectual  pressure. 

23rd. — His  bowels  have  acted  regularly  every  day 
peranum  since  the  last  report;  he  does  not  require  the 
enema ;  the  wound  has  closed  a  little  lately/  and  the 
poilion  of  intestine  that  was  so  prominent,  has  receded 
wifUn  the  wound  since  the  effective  pressure  with  the 
oompress;  there  is  a  little  mucous  discharge  from  the 
wound. 

27th. — The  elastic  band  broke  two  days  ago,  since 
then  tiie  compress  has  been  kept  down  with  bandage ; 
the  lips  of  the  wound  have  been  drawn  together  with 
adhesive  plaster;  there  is  not  so  much  of  the  intestine 
ap|»earing  externally,  neither  is  there  so  much  mucous 
discharge  from  it ;  bowels  act  regularly  every  day. 

SOth. — I  found,  on  examining  the  wound  to-day, 
IhM  a  littie  faecal  matter  was  escaping,  and  it  appears 
that  a  very  little  iSBecal  matter  has  escaped  through  the 
wcnmd  for  the  last  two  or  three  days,  after  be  has 
taken  his  dinner;  bowels  act  every  day;  condition  of 
thift  wound  the  same. 

may  8th. — ^The  wound  is  a  little  smaller,  but  there 
is  ttin  a  little  discharge  from  it.  In  a  former  report  it 
was  stated  that  the  portion  of  intestine  at  the  wound 
was  adherent  to  tiie  skin.  Mr.  Clark  implied  potassa 
ftisa  to  it,  and  then  strips  of  Emp.  Adhesiv.  Comp.,  &c. 

12th. — ^The  skin  around  the  wound  is  sore,  from  the 
application  of  the  potassa  fusa ;  it  was  applied  again. 

IMl— No  union  of  the  wound  having  taken  place, 
and  the  margins  being  in  a  &vourable  -condition, 
Mk  Clark  bsought  the  wound,  (which  is  about  two 
mdies  long,)  accurately  togetiier,  by  means  of  two 
sutures,  and  Emp.  Adhesiv. 

17th.— The  wound  was  quite  open  this  morning, 
Irom  the  sutures  having  cut  through  the  skin;  the 
integument  around  the  wound  was  somewhat  inflamed 
bcSbre  the  sutures  were  used.  Strips  of  Emp.  Adhesiv. 
were  again  applied. 

22Bd.-- Wound  is  getting  smaller,  still  a  little  dis- 
iHmegd  from  it  After  his^  dinner ;  bowels  act  regularly. 
A  compress  of  lint  was  placed  on  the  wound  to-day, 
and  confined  by  means  of  Emp.  Adhesiv.,  &c. 

28th. — ^The  wound  is  closing  a  lilUe.  From  the 
supplication  of  the  potassa  fusa  one  margin  of  the  wound 
is  free,  but  the  other  is  adherent  to  the  intestine.  Mr. 
Chttrk  applied  it  again  to  the  margin  that  is  adherent. 

June  4th.— Wound  much  the  same.  Potassa  fusa 
agiain  applied.    Bowels  act  regularly  per  anum. 

10th.— The  potassa  fusa  has  caused  a  slight  slough 
of  the  skin  around  the  wound  where  it  was  applied. 
After  his  dinner,  if  the  compress  is  removed,  a  rather 
large  quantity  of  feecal  matter  (liquid)  will  pass  through 
the  wound.    Ordered  not  to  eat  potatoes. 

IGth.— Nothing  like  so  much  foecal  matter  passes 
teon^  the  wound  since  his  diet  has  been  confined  to 
meat  and  bread.  The  skin  around  the  wound  has  been 
somewhat  sore  and  inflamed  for  the  last  week,  from  the 
irritation  caused  by  the  escape  of  foecal  matter.  Has 
bad  no  motion  per  anum  for  three  days.  Ordered — 
Vi,  Hyd.  Laxantes,  iij.,  statim.    The  following  dusting 


powder  has  been  applied  to  the  wound  and  surrounding 
parts  for  the  last  five  days : — R.  Zinci  Oxydi,  dr.  iij. ; 
Cretae,         dr.  iv.     M. 

22nd. — ^The  wound  is  better,  and  the  surrounding  . 
parts  are  not  so  inflamed  since   using  the    dusting 
powder.    His  bowels  act  freely  and  r^ularly. 

27th.— The  man  was  placed  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform,  and  Mr.  Clarke  enlarged  the  wound  at  its 
upper  angle,  and  then  pared  the  edges  completely.  He 
then  introduced  five  pins,  and  passed  a  thread  round 
each  in  the  same  way  as  in  the  operation  for  hare-lip. 
Strips  of  adhesive  plaster  were  used,  and  a  compress. 
He  is  not  to  take  more  food  thvn  is  absolutely  necessary. 

30th. — ^There  is  a  slight  dischaige; — perhaps  pus 
mixed  with  the  secretion  of  the  intestine — from  the 
lower  angle  of  the  wound.  Bowels  not  moved  since 
the  operation. 

July  Ist. — On  removing  the  strapping  to-day,  found 
that  the  last  pin  at  the  lower  angle  of  the  wound  had 
ulcerated  through,  and  there  was  some  discharge  of 
foecal  matter  firom  that  part.  Mr.  Clark  removed  the 
other  pins,  and  found  that  the  greater  part  was  in 
apposition.  Adhesive  plaster  applied  ;  bowels  not  yet 
moved.     Ordered  a  turpentine  enema. 

2nd. — ^The  wound  was  again  dressed  to  day,  and  it  was 
found  that  for  the  whole  extent,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  portion  at  the  lower  angle,  it  bad  united.  Bowels 
have  not  been  moved.    To  have  an  ox-gall  enema. 

4th. — There  was  some  discharge  of  frecal  matter  with 
pus  from  the  wound  to  day;  the  disehax>ge  seems  to 
cpme  through  in  those  places  where  the  pins  were 
introduced.  The  wound  appears  united  in  the  inter- 
spaces. Bowels  have  been  opened  freely.  Dressed 
with  Emp.  Adhesiv.  Comp. 

7th.*-The  wound  is  much  improved  since  the  com- 
press was  applied.  A  little  fsecal  matter  from  three 
small  openings,  where  the  pins  were  extracted.  Bowels 
regular. 

10th. — ^The  three  openings  are  smaller,  and  there  is 
but  very  little  discharge  from  thepi.  The  remainder  of 
the  origplnal  wound  is  perfecUy  adherent.  Bowels  act 
weU. 

14  th. — One  of  the  openings  is  closed ;  there  is  only 
some  dischaige  from  two  of  the  openings. 

19th.— To  day  there  is  only  a  littie  discharge  from 
one  opening,  the  other  has  closed  since  the  last  report. 

24th. — ^There  is  no  discharge  to  day  although  the 
opening  has  not  closed.     His  health  is  very  good. 

29th« — From  his  having  exerted  himself,  there  was 
a  slight  discharge  from  the  now  very  small  opening; 
the  intoguments  round  the  original  incision  looked 
puffy,  as  if  he  bad  received  a  blow,  which  he  says  he 
has  not. 

August  Ist. — ^The  swelling  has  subsided^  but  the 
opening  still  remains.  It  being  suspected  that  he  had 
worms,  Mr.  Clark  ordered  him  a  dose  of  the  kousso, 
which  brought  away  several  small  portions  of  a  tape- 
worm.   The  head  was  found  in  the  portions  passed. 

4th. — There  is  no  discharge  from  the  opening,  which 
is  dosing. 

9th.-- A  littie  fsecal  matter  came  through  tiie  opsn- 
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ing  to-day;  the  opening  ie  Itboat  the  size  of  »  pin's 

12th. — There  has  been  no  discharge  since  the  last 
date;  cannot  see  the  opening  to-day.  The  dusting 
powder  is  still  applied  with  tiie  compress.  Bowels 
regular. 

18tb.— The  opening  has  entirely  closed,  and  theie 
has  been  no  discharge  for  the  last  nine  days.  After  his 
dinner  the  integument  at  the  part  bulges  out,  evidently 
from  the  pressure  of  the  fecal  matter  from  within. 
Bowels  act  regularly. 

29th.— Remains  perfectly  well.  Has  been  allowed 
to  get  up  for  the  last  week.  He  is  to  remain  as  an  in- 
patient for  some  time  longer,  to  see  that  there  is  no 
disposition  to  tiie  re-formation  of  a  fistulous  opening. 

He  left  the  Infirmary  in  the  latter  part  of  September, 
perfectly  well,  without  any  symptoms  that  would  indi. 
cate  that  he  would  be  likely  to  suffer  from  any  bowel 
obstruction.  He  was  directed  to  wear  a  square  piece  of 
padded  deal,  to  be  kept  on  with  a  truss  with  a  weak 
spring.  Nearly  five  months  hare  elapsed  since  his 
dismission,  and  I  bdieve  he  remains  p^ectly  well. 

Remarks.-^Thii  is  one  of  those  cases  that  Ulustxate 
the  efficiency  and  power  of  surgery  in  completely 
rdieving  an  individual  from  a  most  disgusting  in- 
firmity, resulting  from  strangulated  hernia  going  on 
unchecked.  The  suoc^sful  treatment  of  this  case 
bears  out  the  opinion  that  is  held  concerning  the  time 
that  Dupuytren's  operation  should  be  attempted,  viz.,-^ 
''  in  allowing  sufficient  time  to  elapse  for  the  irritability 
and  sensibility  of  the  gut  and  septum  to  be  lessened  by 
the  influence  of  the  external  air  and  the  pressure  of 
the  faeces."  The  comparatively  slight  symptoms,  and 
their  short  duration  after  the  introduction  of  the 
forceps,  show  that  the  parts  did  not  possess  those 
properties  that  we  usually  associate  with  structures  so 
highly  endowed  with  vessels  and  nerves  as  the  mteatines 
are.  It  was  quite  clear  that  imture  was  not  equal  to  a 
partial  much  less  even,a  perfect  cure  in  this  case,  the 
difficulty  arising  from  the  very  acute  angle  formed 
between  the  two  portions  of  the  gut.  After  the  forceps 
came  away,  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting 
the  bowds  to  act,  the  rectum  being  quite  blocked  up 
with  hardened  faeces,  so  as  to  require  manual  inter- 
ference, besides  the  repeated  exhibition  of  enemata. 
The  administration  afterwards  of  the  ox-gall  seemed  to 
exercise  a  very  beneficial  effect,  as  stimulating  the 
muscular  coat  of  the  intestines,  after  such  a  long  period 
of  inactivity.  The  performance  of  Dupuytren's  opera- 
tion wn>  not  sufficient  for  the  perfect  cure  of  this  case. 
In  son.^ '  cases  that  oocurred  to  Dupuytren,  however,  a 
perfect  cure  followed  this  mode  of  procedure,  the 
wound  gradually  contracting,  and  after  a  time  entirely 
closing.  From  the  tendency  to  what,  I  suppose,  may 
be  called  prolapsus  of  the  mucous  coat  of  the  gut  at 
the  wound,  it  was  necessary  to  make  pressure  on  it, 
which  was  made  vrith  good  effect.  The  application  of 
chalk  and  oxide  of  zinc  to  the  integuments  around  the 
artificial  anus  was  a  palliative  measure  that  afforded 
great  comfort  to  the  patient,   thus    preventing    the 


excoriation  of  the  skin  that  would  have  necessarily  . 
.ensued  from  the  contact  with  the  frecal  matter  that  wis 
constantly  escaping.  On  account  of  this  matter,  to  a 
small  extent,  continuing  to  pass  through  the  wound,  and 
that  in  a  fluid  state,  it  was  erident  that  a  perfiect  core 
could  not  be  effected,  unless  this  could  be  alnfost,  if  not 
quite,  prevented.  Wi&  this  view  his  diet  was  confined 
to  meat  and  bread;  and  then^  the  plastic  operation  was 
performed,  viz., — ^that  of  paring  the  edges  of  the 
wound,  and  bringing  them  accurately  together  with 
pins  and  sutures.  As  the  report  of  this  case  statei, 
the  fistulous  openings  made  by  the  insertion  of  thepmi 
did  not  entirely  close  for  more  than  a  month.  It  has 
occurred  to  me  whether  the  formation  of  these  small 
fistulous  openings  may  not  be  avoided  by  only  partisUjr 
transfixing  the  entire  thickness  of  the  structuei. 
Previous  to  this  the  margins  of  the  wound,  having 
been  made  sore  by  the  appUcation  of  potassa  fitsa,  wen 
brought  together  by  interrupted  sutures,  but  it  did  not 
succeed ;  and  I  think  that  it  may  be  a  question  whether 
in  cases  which  require  additional  treatment  after  the  per- 
formance of  Dnpuytren's  operation,  it  would  be  betts 
to  have  recourse  to  the  former  proceeding,  as  being  the 
more  certain  of  the  two.  Of  course  this  very  interest- 
ing case  might  have  caUed  forth  many  remarks,  but 
I  thought  that  it  would  be  better  to  confine  them  to 
ihe  most  prominent  points. 


^rmmiiial  J^ttml  k  ^itrgkal  %vml 


WEDNESDAY,  MAY  12,  1852. 


We  think  it  better  to  repiiat  at  length  the 
Draft  Bill  of  Medical  Eeform,  as  amended  by 
the  Central  Council,  becauae  the  alterations  are  of 
snch  a  nature  as  to  require  the  whole  of  the  danses 
to  be  placed  at  once  before  the  reader,  in  order  to 
understand  them.  The  following  are  the  chief 
points  in  which  the  amended  Bill  differs  from 
that  printed  in  a  former  number : — 1st.  In  the 
appointment  of  the  Medical  Council,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  is  substituted  for  the  Apothecaries' 
Company.  This  alteration  has  been  very  gene- 
rally suggested,  and  is,  we  think,  a  great 
•improvement ;  for  though  it  may,  perhaps,  entail 
upon  us  some  increase  of  opposition  from  the 
Apothecaries'  Company,  still  we  had  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  they  were  very  Mendly  to  the 
old  measure,  but  rather  that  they  would  oppose 
it  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power.  The  suoceedioig 
Clauses,  up  to  12,  which  define  the  machineiy 
for  working  the  several  Councils,  are,  with  mesne 
verbal  alterations,  the  same ;  as  is  also  the  ISih, 
which  provides  for  the  registration  of  existing 
practitioners  ;  but  in  the  Uth,  15th,  16th,  ll^t 
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and  18(ih  Clauses,  wluch  are  those  relating  to 
tibe  examination  and  registration  of  all  future 
medical  practitioners  by  the  Medical  Councils, 
a  Y&rj  considerable  alteration  will  be  found  to 
have  been  made.  It  is  now  proposed  that  every 
<me,  after  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  who  intends 
to  practise  medicine  or  surgery,  shall  present 
himself  before  the  Coxmcil  of  the  country  in 
which  he  is  about  to  practise,  having  certain 
testimonials  in  his  possession  to  prove  the 
nature  and  extent  of  his  education ;  then  that  the 
said  Council  shall  examine  him  as  to  his  fitness 
to  practise  medicine,  surgery,  midwifery,  and 
pharmacy,  and,  upon  being  satisfied  as  to  such 
fitness,  shall  grant  him  a  licence  to  practise 
under  the  name  of  a  Licentiate  of  Medicine. 

But  before  taking  advantage  of  this  licence,  it 
is  provided  by  the  26th  Clause,  that  the  Licentiate 
shall  be  registered,  and  the  mode  of  so  doing  is 
laid  down  by  the  17th  Clause,  which  enacts  that 
lie  may  be  enrolled  in  the  books  to  be  kept  for 
that  purpose,  on  the  production  of  his  licence, 
together  with  the  diploma  or  licence  of  the  Eoyal 
College  of  Physicians  or  the  Boyal  College  of 
Surgeons,  of  the  country  in  which  he  intends  to 
practise.  So  that  in  future  all  medical  practi- 
tioners would  come  to  be  classed  and  registered  as 
physicians  or  surgeons  ;  though  the  latter  might, 
and  most  probably  would,  as  at  present,  be  sub- 
divided into  those  who  practise  surgery  alone,  and 
those  who  add  to  it  the  practice  of  midwifery  or 
pharmacy,  or  both.  The  remaining  Clauses  are 
only  slightly  altered,  with  the  exception  of  the 
22[nd  and  34th,  which  are  altogether  omitted,  as 
being  unnecessaiy  under  the  altered  conditions 
of  the  Bill. 

The  proposed  alterations,  it  will  be  easily  per- 
49eived,  will  simplify  the  Bill  very  materially, 
and  we  think  will  also  considerably  add  to  its 
efficacy  in  practice ;  for  since  we  are  compelled 
to  make  use  of  the  materials  already  existing,  in 
tiie  shape  of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  it  is  surely  desirable  to  make  the  best 
use  we  can  of  them,  and  this  we  think  is  done 
by  the  amended  Bill.  The  total  omission  of  the 
term  "  apothecary"  is  also  a  great  improvement, 
aince  it  is  disliked  and  repudiated  by  all ;  and 
we  can  see  no  objection  to  the  proposed  legaliza- 
tion of  the  present  popular  name  of ''  surgeon." 
In  future  all  must  pass  through  one  common 
portal— the  examination  of  the  Medical  Council, 
but  in  addition,  they  must  attach  themselves 
either  to  the  CoUege  of  Physicians  or  to  the 


CoUege  of  Surgeons,  and  under  their  new  Char- 
ters we  hope  and  trust  that  all  will  be  cordially 
received  and  fairly  represented.  We  do  not  say 
that  those  bodies  will  be  faultless  in  their  com* 
position,  but  still  the  grievances  to  be  complained 
of  are  so  trifling,  that  we  think  they  will  not, 
in  actual  working,  interfere  with  the  well-being 
of  die  whole  body. 

Such,  then,  is  the  present  aspect  of  the  pro- 
posed scheme,  which  we  sincerely  beUeve  will 
be  carried  out  in  the  next  session  of  Parliament, 
if  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Asso- 
ciation should  generally  accord  their  approbation 
to  it  at  tiie  ensuing  meeting  at  Oxford.  It  has 
been  no  easy  task  to  construct  it,  and  scarcely 
less  so  to  alter  it  in  accordance  with  the  sug* 
gestions  of  the  numerous  parties  who  have 
taken  an  interest  in  it.  There  will,  no  doubt, 
still  be  a  very  formidable  opposition  to  meet 
from  the  existing  institutions,  but  we  are  assured 
tiiat  that  opposition  may  be  overcome,  and  that 
it  only  requires  "  a  long  pull,  a  strong  pull,  and  a 
puU  altogether,"  on  the  part.of  the  profession,  to 
overcome  all  obstacles,  and  settle  the  question  of 
Medical  Eeform  on  a  basis  satisfactory  to  all  men 
who  are  not  wilfully  and  unnecessarily  querulous. 


%mmB, ' 


The  Joumdi  qf  Psychological  Medicine  and  Mental 
Pathology.  Edited  by  Forbes  Winslow,  M.D. 
No.  18,  April,  1852. 

At  the  time  this  periodical  work  first  made  its 
appearance,  we  were  sceptical  as  to  the  support 
it  would  receive  from  the  profession,  having  a 
knowledge  of  the  comparatively  small  amount 
of  personal  interest  which  was  felt  on  the  sub- 
ject of  insanity,  arising  from  the  fact  that  its 
treatment  was  generally  confided  to  a  small  and 
special  section  of  medical  practitioners.  Dr. 
Winslow  has,  however,  by  the  force  of  his  own 
genius  and  perseverance,  shown  us  that,  great  as 
the  apparent  difficulties  were  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  journal  exclusively  devoted  to  psycho- 
logy, they  were  not  insurmountable;  and  we 
believe  we  may  now  congratulate  him  upon 
having  achieved  an  amount  of  success,  at  least 
satisfactory,  if  not  commensurate  with  his  deserts. 
It  must,  we  think,  be  generally  admitted,  that 
not  only  the  profession,  but  the  public  in  general, 
are  deeply  indebted  to  Dr.  Winslow  for  this,  his 
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able  endeavour  to  stirroiuid  the  diseases  of  iihe 
mind,  with  all  the  literary  appliances  of  science, 
and  to  place  their  study  in  that  prominent  posi- 
tion, which  is  their  undisputed  due ;  and  wo  are 
but  doing  him  bare  justice  in  stating  our  con* 
Tiction  that  his  excellent  journal  should  be 
possessed  and  read  by  every  one  who  is  in- 
terested in  the  moral  welfare  of  his  species, 
whether  as  physician,  statesman,  or  friend. 

The  "  Jounml  of  Psychological  Medicine  "  has 
now  been  upwards  of  four  years  in  existence,  and 
its  eighteenth  number  is  now  before  us,  and  like 
its  predecessors  contains  several  articles  of  great 
interest,  among  which  wo  may  enumerate  one 
"  On  Crime,  Education,  and  Insanity,"  on  the 
"Psychology  of  Epochs,"  on  "Nervous  Influ- 
ence," &c.  This  number  also  contains  a  detailed 
and  autiientic  account  of  the  famous  case  of  Mrs. 
Gumming — a  case  which  should  be  carefully 
studied  by  every  one  engaged  in  lunacy  practice. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  literary  workmanship  of 
this  journal,  we  will  quote  a  passage  from  the 
first  article,  in  which  the  writer  enforces  the 
difficulty  of  defining  "irrationality,"  and  therein 
alludes  to  the  case  already  mentioned. 

"  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  facts  which 
are  commonly  presented  to  medical  witnesses, 
as  a  criterion  toHiest  the  sanity  of  a  party  are 
often  absurdly  equivocal.  In  liie  recent  inquiry 
into  Mrs.  Cumming's  case,  the  attention  bestowed 
on  half  a  dozen  cats  was  gravely  tendered  as  a 
proof  of  irrationality,  as  if  every  old  woman  in 
the  country  had  not  half  a  dozen  pets  of  one 
kind  or  other  at  her  elbow.  In  other  cases 
slovenliness  of  dress,  jealousy  of  fenude  attend- 
ants, apprehension  of  domestic  treachery,  and 
even  etefnsl  scribbling,  have  been  quoted  as 
evidences  of  an  aberrated  reason,  sufficient  to 
satisfy  a  physician  who  is  to  guide  a  jury.  If 
the  question  were  whether  these  feelings  weve 
inoonsistent  with  a  well-regidated  mind,  that  is, 
a  mind  governing  its  will  by  certain  fixed  utiLi- 
tarian  principles,  such  facts  would  be  relevant 
to  the  issue;  nor  can  it  be  denied  that  an 
accumulation  of  habits  decidedly  eccentric  and 
motiveless,  warrants  a  suspicion  of  derangement ; 
though  even  in  that  case,  it  is  only  suspicion  in 
aid  of  proof.  No  single  fact,  nor  accumulation 
of  facts,  for  each  of  which  a  possible,  though 
inadequate  reason  may  be  assigned,  is,  per  se^ 
conclusive  of  irrationality ;  as  for  instance,  had 
it  been  proved  that  Mrs.  Gumming  was  in  the 
habit  of  walking  backwards  in  the  park  for  half 
an  hour  daily,  what  stress  would  have  been  laid 
ori  that  peculiarity!  Yet  no  man  can  take  a 
pedestrian  tour  through  Wales,  without  ocoa- 
sionally  witnessing  a  similar  exhibition,  in  well- 


dressed,  sensible-looking  young  gentlemen;  it 
being  well  known  to  all  addicted  to  such  amuse- 
ments, that  the  intercostal  muscles  are  greatly 
relieved,  especially  in  ascending  hiUs,  by  a  change 
to  backward  walking.    Apprehension  of  domestic* 
treachery  is  always  a  favourite  topic  with  pro- 
lunacy  counsel ;  yet  one  of  the  most  eminent 
artists  of  the  day,  whose  intellect  is  as  brilliant 
as  his  colours,  for  many  years  pursued  the  habit, 
and  perhaps  pursues  it  still,  dictated  by  sinnlBr 
distrust,  of  baking  his  own  bread,  grinding  his 
own  flour,  and  dressing  his  own  dinner,  with  the 
same  hands  which  gave  animation  to  his  canvass. 
A  singe  act  may  be  ultra  the  restraint  of  reason ; 
even  an  habitual  practice  may  be  motiveless  to 
absurdity,  and  to  that  extent  irrational,  and  yet 
common  sense  forbids  us  to  regard  it  as  insanity. 
Nebuchadnezzar,  on  being  restored  to  nndeiv 
standing,  might  have  retained  in  his  palace  some 
of  the  freedoms  of  his  seven  years  apprenticeship 
to  brutality  ;  he  may  still  have  found  dress  an 
incumbrance,  ablution  a  painful  nuisance,  and 
all  the  restraints  that  decency  imposes  on  social 
intercourse,  for  a  time  unnatural.    •    •    He 
might  have  plausibly  urged  that  a  sudden  change 
to  the  warmth  of  clothing  would  be  prejudicial 
to  his  bodily  health ;  that  frequent  washing  was 
painful  to  the  new  cuticle ;  that  the  peristaltao 
action,  would  be  impeded  by  needless  control. 
Such  reasoning  would  at  least  have  been  plausi- 
ble ;  yet  in  modern  times  it  would  have  been 
quoted  by  Sir  Frederick  Thesiger  as  indicafciTe 
only  of  the  cunning  of  confirmed  insamtji  and 
mtdgrl  the  prophetic  limit,  a  jury  would  have 
found  him  incapable  of  managing  his  own  affiaiis, 
though  the  Creator  had  restored  his  kingdom  aa 
weU  as  his  xmderstanding." — p.  168. 


DBAFT    BILL. 
**To  p&onvcB  Unifoemitt  of  Mbdical  Epooa- 

TION  AND   QUAUPICATIOK,    ANP   FOa  TH«  R«»M-  . 
TBATION    OP     THOSE    LiCENBBD     TO    PRACTlSa   !» 

Mkdicine." 

Pkeamble.— Whereas  it  is  for  the  good  of  all  Her 
Majesty's  subjects  that  the  knowledge  of  phy«c 
and  sargery  should  be  pronaoted,  and  that  meaaa 
should  be  afibrded  whereby  those  who  have  been 
examined  and  found  akilM  by  competeot  sathotitf 
may  be  known  from  ignorant  and  unskilful  pretenders 
to  the  same  knowledge :  And,  whereas  the  laws  now 
in  force  concerning  the  profession  of  physic  and 
surgery  require  to  be  amended :  Be  it  enadad,  by 
the  Queen's  most  excdlent  Majesty,  by  and  wift  tha 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiiitoal  and 
Temporal,  and  Conunons,  in  this  present  ParliaaMat 
assembled,  and  by  authority  of  the  same : 
I.  B^eai  of  8tatuU9.^lUIai.  8,  c.  11.]— That aa 

Act  passed  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry 
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the  Eighth,  intitaled,     "  An  Act  for  the  appointing 
Fhjsidans  and  Surgeons ;"  and  also 

5  Hen,  8,  c.  6.        another  Act  passed  in  the  fifth  year 

of  the  same  reign,  intituled  ''An 

Act  concerning  Soigeons  to  be  discharged  of  Quests 

and  other  Things;"    and  also  two 

32  Um,  8,  c.  40.    Acts  passed  in  the  thirty-second  year 

of    the    same    reign,    respectively 

33  Hen.  8,  c.  42.    intituled,  *'  For  Physicians  and  their 

Pkirilege,"  and  *'  For  fiarbcrs  and 
33  &  34  Hen,  8,    Surgeons ;    and  also  another  Act 
c.  8.  passed  in  in  the  Session  of  Par- 

liament holden  in  the  thirty-third 
and  thirty.fourth  years  of  the  same  reign,  intituled,  "  A 
Bill  that  Persons,  being  no  common  Surgeons,  may 
minister  Medicines,  notwithstanding  the  Statute; 
and  another  Act  passed  in  the  first 
1  HorTt  Sen.  2,  year  of  the  rdgn  of  Queen  Mary, 
c.  9.  intituled,    "An   Act  touching  the 

Corporation  of  Physicians  in  Lon- 

6  &  7   Wm.  3,    don;"   and  also  an  Act  passed  in 

c.  4.  the  Session  of  Parliament  holden  in 

the  sixth  and  seventh  years  of 
tibe  reign  of  King  WiUlam  the  Third,  intituled  "  An 
Act  for  exemptiog  Apothecaries  from  serving  the  offices 
of  Constable,  Scavenger,  and  other  Parish  and  Ward 
Offices,  and  from  serving  on  Juries ;"  and  so  much  of 
every  other  Act  as  continues  the  last  recited  Act ;  and 

also  an  Act  passed  in  the  tenth 
10  Geo.  1,  c.  20.    year  of  the  reign  of  King  George 

the  First,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for 
the  better  viewing,  searching,  and  examining  of  all 
0C9gs,  Medicines^  Waters,  Oils,  Compositions,  used 
or  to  be  used  for  Medicines,  in  all  places  where  the 
aame  shall  be  exposed  of  Sale,  or  kept  for  that  purpose, 
within  tb^City  of  London  or  Suburbs  thereof,  or 
within  seven  miles  circuit  of  the  ^id  City  "  and  so 

much  of  another  Act  passed  in  the 
18  Geo,  2,  e.  15.    eighteenth  year   of   the    reign    of 

King  GeoKgO'the  Second,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  fbr  making  the  Surgeons  of  London  and  the 
Qflrbera  of  London  two  separate  and  distinct  Corpora* 
lions,"  as  does  not  relate  to  the  separation  of  the  said 
€OiipoiationSy  or  to  the  master,  governors,  and  com- 
monality of  the  mystery  of  barbers  of  London ;   and 

also  so  much  of  an  Act  passed  in  the 
^5  Geo.  3,  e.  194.    fifty-fiftb  year  of  the  reign  of  King 

George  the  Third,  intituled,  *'  An 
Act  for  better  regulating  the  Practice  of  Apothecaries 
throoghont  England  and  Wales,"  as  relates  to  the 
«iamiaatioB  of  apothecaries,  or  to  the  qualifications  of 
persons  intended  to  be  examined  or  to  qualify  them- 
selTes  under  that  Act  to  practice  as  an  apothecary,  or 
tp  the  fees  to  be  paid  by  apothecaries  for  the  certificate 
of  the  Court  of  Examiners,  or  to  the  penalties  for 
pncttting  as  an  apothecary  without  having  obtained 

such  certificate ;    and  also  so  much 

6,  Geo.  4,  c.  50,    of  an  Act  paased  in  the  sixth  year 

«.  2.  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the 

Fourth  as  enacts,  that  all  members 
and  licentiates  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  in 


London  actually  practising ;  all  surgeons  being  members 
of  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Surgeons  in  London,  Edin- 
burgh, or  Dublin,  and  actually  practising ;  all  apothe- 
caries certified  by  the  Court  of  Examiners  of  the 
Apothecaries'  Company,  and  actually  practising,  shall  be 
freed  and  exempt  from  being  returned,  and  from  serving 
upon  any  juries  or  inquests  whatsoever,  and  shall  not 
be  inserted  in  the  lists  to  be  prepared  by  virtue  of  that 
Act ;  and  also  so  much  of  any  Act  or  Charter  granted 
before  the  passing  of  this  Act  as  prohibits  any  person 
from  practising  physic  or  surgery  in  any  place  without 
such  license  as  is  mentioned  in  such  Act  or  Charter 
respectively,  or  as  imposes  any  restrictions  on  the 
practice  of  physic  or  surgery  other  than  is  contained  in 
this  Act,  shall  be  repealed  and  annulled. 

II.  Interpretation  Clause, — [To  be  inserted  when 
the  Bill  is  completed.] 

in.  Appointment  qf  the  Medical  Couneil  Jor 
JBnffiend.^»TiMt  a  Council  shall  be  established,  which 
shall  be  styled—-"  The  Medical  Council  for  England ;" 
and  that  the  Regius  Professor  of  Medicine  in  the 
University  of  Oxford,  the  Regius  Professor  of  Physic 
in  the  University  of  Cambridge,  such  one  person  as 
shall  be  from  time  to  time  designated  by  the  Senate  of 
the  University  of  London,  the  President  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  of  England,  and  the  Preddent  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  shall  be 
members  of  the  said  Council  in  right  of  their  several 
offices  and  appointments ;  and  that  the  other  members 
of  the  said  Council  shall  be  five^ysicians,  to  be  chosen 
by  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  England,  five 
Surgeons,  to  be  chosen  by  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  England,  and  six  medical  practitioners,  to 
be  appointed  by  one  of  Her  Majesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State ;  each  of  the  said  appointments  to 
be  made  within  one  month  after  the  passing  of  this 
Act;  and  the  powers  and  duties  vested  in  the  said 
Cotincil  by  this  Act,  may  be  exercised  and  executed  by 
any  six  members  thereof. 

IV.  Tennre  of  Office  hy  Members  choeen  by  the 
Collegee.-^ThAt  every  member  of  the  said  Council 
appointed  by  the  said  College  of  Physicians,  the  said 
College  of  Surgeons,  and  the  said  Secretary  of  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  be  a  member  of  the  said  Council  for 
three  years,  and  shall  then  go  out  of  office,  but  may 
forthwith  be  rechosen ;  and  that  npon  every  vacancy 
among  the  members  of  the  said  Council,  appointed  by 
the  said  College  of  Physicians,  the  said  College  of 
Suigeons,  and  the  said  Secretary  of  State,  and  thenr 
successors,  the  said  College  of  Physicians,  or  the  said 
College  of  Surgeons,  or  the  said  Secretary  of  State,  as 
the  case  may  be,  shall  appdnt  another  person  to  supply 
such  vacancy. 

V.  Appointment  of  the  Medical  CouneUfor  Scotland. 
— [To  be  inserted  hereafter.] 

VI.  Tenure  qf  Office  by  Memben  ef  the  Medieai 
CouncU  of  Scotland,'-\To  be  inserted  hereafter.] 

VII.  Appointment  qf  the  Medieai  CouncU  for 
/re/«i«f.— [To  be  inserted  hereafter.] 
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YIII.  Tenure  qf  Office  by  Membert  qf  the  Medicdl 
CmmeU/or  A-etoirf.— [To  be  inierted  h(a«ifter.] 

IX.  Expentee  qf  the  Membere  to  be  paid,-—ThaX 
there  shall  be  paid  to  the  members  of  the  said  several 
CouncilB,  such  reasonable  expenses  incurred  by  the  said 
members  in  performance  of  their  duties  under  this  Act, 
not  exceeding  three  guineas  for  each  attendance,  as 
ahall  from  time  to  time  be  allowed  by  the  said  several 
CouncQs. 

X.  Bach  qf  the  said  Couneile  to  Elect  a  Prerident 
md  Ftce-Preit(2m/.— That  the  said  Councils  shall,  as 
icon  as  may  be  after  they  shall  haye  been  appointed  as 
hereinbefore  provided,  meet  at  the  following  places: 
that  is  to  say,  the  Council  for  England  at  the  building 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  in  London,  the 
Council  for  ScotUnd  at  the  building  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians  at  Edinburgh,  and  the  Council  for  Ireland 
at  the  building  of  the  King's  and  Queen's  College  of 

.  Physicians  in  Ireland,  and  shall  each  of  them  elect  one 
of  their  members  to  be  their  president,  and  another  of 
their  members  to  be  their  vice-president ;  and  in  all 
cases  every  question  brought  before  any  of  the  said 
Councils,  shall  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes,  (the 
president,  or,  in  hia  absence,  the  vice-president,  having 
a  vote,)  and  in  the  event  of  an  equality  of  votes,  the 
president,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  vice-president,  shall 
have  an  additional  or  casting  vote. 

XI.  Each  qfthe  Couneile  to  ajftpoint  an  Examining 
J}oa»*(f.— That  each  of^the  said  Medical  Councils  shall, 
within  three  months  -after  their  first  meeting,  appoint 
such  fit  and  proper  persons,  not  being  members  of  the 
aud  Coundla,  as  the  said  Councils  may  severally  choose 
to  form  an  Examining  Board  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  Act ;  and  every  member 
of  such  Examining  Board  shall  be  paid  such  yearly  salary 
as  the  Council  by  whom  he  shall  have  been  appointed 
shall  think  fit,  and  shall  hold  office  for  such  period  as 
the  said  Council  shall  determine. 

XII.  Provieions  as  to  the  (^ointment  qf  a  IVeaeurer, 
EegUtrar,  and  Secretary,  and  qf  Clerke  and  SeroanU, 
md  for  the  making  qf  a  Seal  by  each  qf  the  said 
Comeile, — ^That  each  of  the  said  Councils  shall,  within 
a  month  after  their  first  meeting,  appoint  a  fit  and 
proper  person  to  be  their  treasurer,  and  also  another 
fit  and  proper  person  to  be  their  registrar  and  secretary ; 
and  there  shall  be  paid  to  each  of  such  treasurers  and 
registrars  such  yearly  salary  as.the  Council  by  whom  he 
ahall  be  appomted  shall  think  fit ;  and  each  of  the  said 
treasurers  and  registrars  shall  be  removable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Council  by  whom  he  shall  have  been 
appointed ;  and  each  of  the  said  Councils  shall  also,  from 
time  to  time,  appoint  sack  clerks  and  servants  as  they 
may  deem  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act ;  and 
every  person  so  appointed  shall  be  removable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Council  by  whom  he  shall  have  been 
appointed,  and  shall  be  paid  such  salary  as  the  Council  by 
whom  he  shall  have  been  appointed  shall  think  fit ;  and 
each  of  the  said  Councils  shall  cause  to  be  made  a  seal 
lor  their  use  in  the  execution  of  this  Act,  and  shall 
cause  to  be  sealed  or  stamped  therewith  all  licences 


granted  or  issued  by  them  in  pursuance  of  this  Acl^  and 
all  such  licences  and  other  doemnenta  puiportiiig  to  be 
sealed  or  stamped  with  any  such  seal  shall  be  received 
as  primd  facie  evidence  in  all  courts  and  places  what- 
soever. 

XIII.  Am  to  Regiwtration  qf  Medicai  PrmeHiimere 
in  practice  brfore  the  patting  vf  tUe  ^e#.— That  the 
r^trar  of  each  of  the  said  Councils  shaB,  within  thirty 
days  after  his  appointment,  and  shall  from  time  to  time, 
till  the  first  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  three,  proceed  to  register,  in  books  to 
be  kept  for  that  purpose,  on  payment  of  a  foe  of  five 
shillings,  the  name  and  place  of  abode,  together  with  a 
description  of  the  testimonials  of  every  physician,  sur- 
geon, and  apothecary  who  shall  apply  to  be  registered, 
and  who,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two,  shall  have  taken 
a  degree  in  medicine  in  any  BngUsh,  Irish,  or  Seoich 
University,  or  who  shsll  state  his  plaoe  of  abode  and 
apply  to  be  registered,  and  shall  produce  his  diploma, 
certificate,  or  licence,  or  shall  produce  a  duly  atterted 
certificate,  or  such  other  proof  as  shall  lie  satiafoctory 
to  the  said  registrars,  of  his  having  obtained  a  diploma, 
certificate,  or  licence  to  practise  as  a  physidan,  surgeon, 
or  apothecary,  dated  prior  to  the  said  first  day  of 
November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two, 
and  granted  by  any  English,  Trish,  or  Scotch  College  or 
Hall,  or  any  Corporation;  sole  or  aggregate,  in  En^aod 
Ireland,  or  Scotland,  legally  entitled  to  grant  the  aaoae 
at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  also  to  every 
person  who  shall  apply  for  the  same,  and  who  waa 
actually  practising  medicine  in  England  and  Wales 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  August,  one  thovaand  eiglit 
hundred  and  fifteen,  and  who  shall  sign  a  dedaratioii 
according  to  the  form  in  Schedule  A,  to  this  Act 
annexed,  and  also  to  every  surgeon  and  asstrtant-sorgeon 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  who  shall  apply  for  the  same,  and 
whose  warrant  of  appointment  besrs  date  prior  to  the 
said  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  and  to  every  p^son  who  shall  hsTO  been 
registered  as  aforesaid,  the  said  rqiistrars  fthall  give  a 
certificate  according  to  the  form  in  schedule  C,  to  this 
Act  annexed,  and  which  certificate  shall  be  in  force  till 
the  first  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-three,  and  no  longer. 

XIV.  Every  Perton  not  BegiHer$d  a»  efor^eaid  to 
present  himseff  brfore  the  Cauneil  qf  hh  cowUry/br 
Examination.  lAcencee  to  he  gnmted  to  thoee  dafy 
qualified  on  payment  qf  a  F^  rf  £  . — ^Tbat  eadt  of 
the  said  Councils  shall  meet  at  least  onoe  in  etery  three 
months,  for  the  dispatch  of  businesB;  and  everf 
person  not  being  registered  under  the  provisions  of  tfie 
next  preceding  section  of  this  Act,  who  intends  to  prac- 
tise medicine  after  the  first  day  of  February,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  shall  present  himadf 
before  the  Medical  Council  for  the  country  in  wldch  he 
intends  to  practise;  and  if  such  Council  shall  cemwdwr 
the  person  so  presenting  himself  to  be  property  <pialified 
as  hereinafter  is  mentioned,  they  shall  direct  theimgis- 
tnr  to  grant  to  such  person  a  Hoenoe  aocording  to  the 
form  in  schedule  B,  to  this  Act  annexad,  on  payvent  of  a 
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te  of  -»— ;  and  every  person  to  whom  such  Hceoce 
Atil  have  been  gxaatod  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to 
aamne  the  name  and  title  of  a  licentiate  in  Medicine. 

XV.  OmdidatHfor  JAcenen  ioprodttce  TetiimoniaU 
le  ik§  Medieal  Coumeik — ^That  every  person  who  may 
prasnt  himself  before  any  of  the  said  Medical  Councils 
for  the  pwpoee  of  obtaining  a  licence  to  practise  medi- 
maOf  shall  prodaoe  proofo  to  the  said  Council  that  he 
haa  attained  the  age  of  twenty«one  years^  and  shall  also 
produce  sach  testimonials  as  shall  be  satisiactory  to  the 
and  Council,  that  he  baa  applied  himself  to  the  study 
of  nedioal  and  soigical  science  during  a  period  of  four 
fears,  and  that  during  the  aforesaid  period  he  has  passed 
«fe  least  three  years  in  some  University  or  Medical  School 
of  by  the  said  Council;  and  that  he  has 
such  courses  of  dissection,  such  dinical  and 
oftfaer  lectures,  and  such  hospital  practice,  and  has 
passed  andi  several  examinations  before  the  Examininff 
Board  iqppointsd  by  the  said  Council,  as  the  said  Council 
almU  from  time  to  time  appoint. 

XYL  Trienmial  Medical  Ctmgress  to  be  held,— Thut 
onee  in  every  three  years  each  of  the  said  Medical 
CcraiMals  shall  depute  three  of  their  members  to  form  a 
Medical  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  an  uniform 
eoniottlnm  of  study,  in  accordance  with  the  next  pre- 
ceding section  of  this  Act,  to  be  gone  through  by  all 
qandidstes  for  licences  to  be  granted  by  the  said  Councils 
iwpectively  j  and  such  Medical  Congress  shaU  meet  in 
London  at  such  place  and  time  as  the  Medical  Council 
for  Bngland  shalLdetermine;  the  first  Medical  Congress 
to  be  held  aa  soon  as  may  be  after  the  election  of  the 
Hid  sevoal  Medical  Councils. 

XYII.  Am  to  Regiiiroiion  qf  Medieal  PracUtioners 
wAo  Mkall  noi  Aavt  iem  Regiitered  under  the  Thirieenih 
Asdion  qf  ikit  Ajct.-^That  the  Registrar  of  each  of  the 
said  Coandls  sbaU,  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  Novem« 
bar,  one  thonsand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two,  proceed 
to  regiater,  in  books  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and 
without  any  payment  whatever,  the  name  and  place  of 
nbode,  together  with  a  description  of  the  testimonials  of 
enry  physician  and  sugeon  who  shall  apply  to  be  regis- 
teaad,  and  who  shall  produce  the  diploma  or  licence  of 
tiie  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  or  the  Royal  CoU^^e 
off  Surgeons,  of  the  country  in  which  he  applies  to  be 
vagietered,  together  with  the  licence  of  the  Medical 
Council  for  the  same  country ;  and  to  every  person  who 
sliaU  have  been  registered  as  aforesaid  the  said  re^pls- 
tiafs  ahall  give  a  certificate,  according  to  the  form  in 
ncheJule  C,  to  this  Act  annexed^  and  which  certificate 
aiiaU  be  in  force  tmtil  the  first  day  of  February  then 
next  ensuing,  and  no  longer. 

XVIII.  Befitirart  to  Ume  Annual  Ceriificatet  to 
B§gittered  Practitaomre,  on  payment  of  a  fee  qf  -^. 
—That  the  Registrars  of  each  of  the  said  CouncUs  shall 
from  time  to  time  issue  a  certificate,  according  to  the 
fonn  in  schednle  C,  to  this  act  annexed,  to  every  per- 
son who  ahall  be  registered  as  aforesaid,  and  who  shall 
apply  for  anch  certificate ;  and  the  said  registrars  shall 
tasoe  such  certificates  for  the  countries  only  for  which 
ihej  shall  be  severally  appointed  to  act;  and  every 
p«aon  shall,  upon  his  application  for  such  certificate, 


pay  to  the  r^;istrar  a  fee  of  - 


- ;  and  such 


certificate  shall  bear  date  on  the  first  day  of  February 
then  next  ensuing,  and  shall  continue  in  force  during 
one  year,  and  no  longer. 

XIX.  All  Moniet  received  by  the  Begittrare  io  he 
edited  for  the  purpotea  of  the  Act, — ^That  all  monies- 
received  by  the  registrars  of  the  said  several  Councils 
shall  be  paid  over  to  the  Treasurers  of  the  said  seiferal 
Councils,  and  shaU  be  applied  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  carrying  this  Act  into  execution,  in  such  maimer  as 
the  said  Council  shall  direct ;  provided  always  that  one 
half  of  the  monies  received  on  account  of  the  certifi- 
cates hereinbefore  mentioned  shall  be  applied  to  the 
formation  of  a  Medical  Provident  Fund  for  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland  respectively,  under  the  direction 
of  the  said  several  Councils ;  and  every  person  who  shall 
have  been  registered  under  this  Act,  and  shall  have 
obtained  a  certificate  during  ten  years,  or,  in  case  of 
his  death,  his  widow  or  children,  shall  be  entitled  to 
claim  relief  from  the  Council  of  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  in  which  he  shaU  have  been  registered, 
out  of  the  monies  of  their  Medical  Provident  Fund. 

XX.  Application  qf  Surplus  Income. — That  if, 
after  paying  the  expenses  of  carrying  this  Act  into 
execution,  any  surplus  income,  other  than  the  monies 
hereinbefore  directed  to  be  applied  to  the  formation  of 
a  Medical  Provident  Fund,  shall  remain  in  the  hands  off 
the  Treasurer  of  any  of  the  said  Medical  Councils,  such 
surplus  shaU  be  applied  for  the  founding  or  establishing 
of  medical  sdiolarships  or  prizes,  or  in  promoting  the 
advance  of  medical  science  and  literature,  in  such 
manner  as  such  Medical  Council  shall  determine. 

XXI.— ^flcA  Regittrar  to  keep  a  Record  qf  Certi/i- 
catet. — ^That  the  registrar  of  each  of  the  said  Councils 
shall  duly  record  an  account  of  every  certificate  which 
he  shall  issue  as  aforesaid;  and  in  the  month  off 
February  in  every  year  shall  cause  to  be  printed  a  cor- 
rect register,  in  two  lists,  according  to  the  form  in 
schedule  D,  to  this  Act  annexed,  of  the  names  and 
places  of  residence,  arranged  alphabetically,  in  each  list, 
of  all  persons  to  whom  he  shall  have  so  issued  certi- 
ficates during  the  year  then  last  past,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  together  with  a  description  off 
the  legal  qualification  or  quafifications,  with  the  date  or 
dates  thereof,  of  alt  persons  registered  under  the 
thirteenth  section  of  this  Act,  and  specifying  the  date 
of  the  licence  granted  by  the  Council,  and  the  degrees 
and  diplomas  with  the  date  or  dates  thereof,  possessed 
by  all  persons  registered  under  the  seventeenth  section 
of  this  act;  and  such  registers  shall  be  respectively 
called,  "  The  Medical  Register  for  England,"  "  Th& 
Medical  Register  for  Scotland,"  and  the  Medical 
Register  for  Ireland ;"  and  a  printed  copy  off  the 
Register  ffor  the  time  being,  so  published  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  evidence  in  all  courts,  and  before  all  Justices 
of  the  Peace  and  others,  that  the  persons  therein 
specified  have  obtained  certified  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Act ;  and  the  absence  of  the  name  off 
any  person  from  such  printed  copy  shall  be  evidence, 
until  the  contrary  be  made  to  appear,  that  such  person 
has  not  obtuned  a  certificate  according  to  this  Act. 
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XXII.  Reffisiered  Persons  Entitled  to  practise  where 
Certificates  are  Issued:  and  to  Trccnrfer  their  N'ames  to 
the  Register  of  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. — 
That  every  person  who  shall  be  registered,  and  shall 
possess  a  certificate  in  forcei  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  Act,  shall  be  entitled  to  practise  medicine 
throughout  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  which 
his  certificate  was  issued ;  and  every  person  who  shall 
be  registered  in  one  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  may 
transfer  his  name  to  the  register  of  any  other  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom  in  which  he  may  be  about  to 
practise,  on  production  to  the  register  of  the  last-named 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  his  licence  and  oeiti* 
ficate  for  the  current  year;  and  the  registrar  shall 
thereupon  grant  to  such  person  transferring  his  name  a 
certificate,  which  shall  remain  in  force  till  the  first  day 
of  February  then  next  ensuing. 

XXIII.  Registered  Persons  entitled  to  Charge  for 
Advice  and  TfeiY*.— That  all  persons,  not  being  phy- 
sicians, who  shall  be  registered  and  possess  certificates 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  entitled 
to  demand  and  recover  in  any  Court  of  Law,  with  full 
costs  of  suit,  reasonable  charges  for  medical  or  surgical 
advice,  visits,  and  medicme,  rendered  or  supplied  by 
them  to  thebr  patients,  without  any  other  licence  than 
such  registry  and  certificates. 

XXIV.  None  but  Registered  Persons  to  Recover 
Charges. --Thatt  after  the  first  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- three,  no  person  shall 
be  entitled  to  recover  any  charge  in  any  Court  of 
Law  for  any  medical  or  surgical  advice,  attendance,  or 
for  the  performance  of  any  operation,  or  for  any 
medicine  prescribed,  administered,  or  supplied  by  him, 
unless  he  shall  prove  upon  the  trial  either  that  he  is  in 
possession  of  a  certificate  in  force,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  or  that  he  was  legally  practising 
in  <he  capacity  in  which  be  claims  such  charge  at  the 
time  when  the  debt  was  incurred. 

XXV.  Persons  not  Possessing  Certificates  Incapable 
of  Acting  as  Medical  Officers  in  Public  and  Other 
Situations, — ^That,  after  the  first  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  no  person  who 
does  not  possess  a  certificate  in  force,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  capable  of  holding  any 
appointment  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  in 
the  capacity  of  a  physician,  surgeon,  apothecary,  or 
other  medical  officer,  in  any  hospital,  infirmary,  dis- 
pensary, lunatic  or  other  asylum,  lyfng-in  hospital, 
gaol,  penitentiary,  house  of  correction,  house  of  in- 
dustry, parochial  or  union  workhouse,  or  poorfaouse, 
parish,  union,  or  other  public  establishment,  body  or 
institution,  or  to  any  friendly  or  other  society  for 
afifording  mutual  relief  in  sickness,  infirmity,  or  old  age. 

XXVI.  Summary  Penalty  against  Unregistered  Prac- 
titioners.— That,  if  any  person  shall,  after  the  first  day 
of  February  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three, 
act  or  practise  as  a  physician,  surgeon,  apothecary,  or 
licentiate  in  medicine,  in  any  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  without  being  duly  registered  according 
to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  without  having  a 
certificate  as  aforesaid  in  force  at  the  time  of  bis   bo 


practising  or  acting  as  a  physician,  surgeon,  apotlifr- 
cary,  or  licentiate  in  medidne,  he  shall,  on  oonvictioB 
before  any  magistrate  having  jurisdiction  in  (faa 
county,  city,  or  place  where  the  offence  was  committed, 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  pounds,  nor 
less  than  forty  shillings,  for  every  such  offence,  to  lie 
recoverable  within  three  months  next  after  the  com- 
mission of  the  said  offence. 

XXVIL  Expulmtm  <if  Regi&Urtd  Praetiikmtn  fmr 
Disgrac^l  Conduct,  or  Irregular  Practice, — Thaft,  if 
three  registered  practitioners  ahail  at  any  time  complaiii 
to  the  Council  of  any  College  or  other  governing  body, 
that  a  person  who  had  obtained  his  lioenoe,  diploma,  or 
qualification  from  such  College,  or  body,  had  beea 
conducting  himself  in  a  manner  calculated  to  briflg 
scandal  and  odium  on  the  profemion,  by  pabfiahng 
indecent  advertisements  or  pamphlets,  or  imrnonl  or 
obscene  prints  or  books,  or  had  been  guilty  of  miy  oter 
disgraceful  and  unprofessional  behatviour,  or  of  §uy 
irregular  practice,  the  said  Council,  or  other  govendng 
body  aforesaid,  are  hereby  empowered  to  cite  tiie  pentm. 
accused  before  them,  first  giving  him  dae  notice,  and 
a  full  statement  of  the  charges  against  him ;  wheteupan 
the  said  Council,  or  other  body,  having  heard  te 
defendant,  and  on  being  satisfied  that  the  charges  hsve 
been  proved,  or  in  default  of  his  appearance,  having 
decided  that  the  charges  have  been  proved,  they  M 
hereby  required  to  erase  the  name  of  such  peiaon  from 
the  books  or  rolls  of  the  said  College,  or  olter 
institution  as  the  case  may  be,  and  shall  tMnMttit  ftftfa- 
with  to  the  registrar  of  that  part  of  the  kingdom  to 
which  such  College,  or  other  institiition  belong^,  sat 
official  report  of  their  decisbn,  authentiaKtod  by  «Im 
seal  of  such  College ;  and  die  said  registrar  shall  1 
upon  strike  out  the  name  of  the  offonding  pwty 
the  register  in  his  custody,  and  it  shall  e\ 
be  excluded  from  every  register  to  be  kept  under  tho 
provisions  of  thn  Act,  unless  the  Council,  or 
governing  body  by  whom  the  name  was  first  i 
readmit  it  into  the  books  or  rolls  of  sach  CoUegOt  or 
other  institution.  Provided  always  that  the  namo  of  tto 
person  who  may  be  possessed  of  a  lioenoe  granted  by  m 
Medical  Council  according  to  the  provisions  of  tldn 
Act,  shall  be  erased  from  the  register*  unless  the  rsgii- 
trar  receive  from  such  Medical  Council  sn  offidd 
decision  to  that  effect,  authenticated  by  their  seal. 

XXVIII.  Penalty  for  the  WVJul  Falsifieation  qfike 
Record  qf  Certificates  by  any  Registrar, — ^That  if  miy 
registrar  under  this  Act  shall  wilfully  make  or  cWne 
to  be  made  any  falsification  in  any  matters  relatii^  to 
any  register,  certificate,  or  record  aforesaid,  every  svck 
offender  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeaBor  in 
England  and  Irelsad,  and  in  Scotland  of  a  crime  and 
offence ;  and  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  aenteneed 
to  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  ezoeeding  six 
months. 

XXIX.  Penalty  for  Obtai$ung  Cerf^UstOe  bytPAs 
Representations, — ^That  if  any  person  shall  wHUOj 
procure  or  attempt  to  procure  a  certificate  from  nny 
Registrar,  by  making  or  producing,  or  caosing  to  bo 
made  or  produced,  any  false  or  fraudulent  representa- 
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Hon  or  dedantioiiy  either  verbally  or  in.  wiitiDg,  or 
ahall,  by  tny  fiOae  or  fraadolent  mesas  whatsoever, 
pofMSfl,  obtain,  use,  or  attempt  to  possess,  obtain,  or 
me,  any  certificate  as  aforesaid,  every  snob  person  so 
offnding,  and  every  person  aidimp  and  assisting  him 
therein,  shall,  upon  being  convicted  thereof,  be  adjudged 
goUty  of  a  misdemeanor  in  England  and  Ireland,  and 
in  3oQ41aad  of  a  crime  and  offence  $  and  thereupon  it 
ahall  belawftd  for  the  Court  before  whom  such  offender 
shall  be  tried  and  convicted  to  sentence  such  offender 
to  be  imprisoned,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  for  any 
period  of  time  not  exceeding  six  calender  months. 

XXX.  Penalty  for  FaUefy  Pretending  to  be  a 
Medical  PtmfHtioner,^That  every  unregistered  person 
who  shall  wilfully  and  falsely  pretend  to  be,  or  take  or 
vae  the  name  or  title  of  a  physician,  doctor,  bachelor 
of  medicine,  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  or  any  name,  title, 
addition,  or  description,  implying  that  he  is  registered 
wider  this  Act,  or  that  he  is  recognised  by  law  as  a 
physician,  or  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  or  a  practitioner 
in  medicine,  shall,  on  being  convicted  of  every  such 
^ffeam,  before  any  Magiatrate  having  jurisdiction  therein, 
pay  a  sum  notezoeeding  ten  pounds,  nor  less  than  forty 
ihiOlngs,  to  be  recoverable  as  hereinafter  described. 

XXXI.  How  PenaUiee  are  to  be  recovered;  if  not 
pmd,  the  Clfender  ntay  be  C&mmitted.^That  any 
Juitiee  of  the  Peace  acting  in  and  for  the  county,  city, 
orpkoeinwhieh  the  offence  has  been  committed,  or 
any  Kagistrate  appointed  by  virtue  of  an  Act  passed  in 
tfaaaeeond  and  third  years  of  the  reign  of  Her  Majesty 
Queen  Victoria,  intituled  "  An  Act  for  Regulating  the 
FdMeCovtoof  the  Metropolis,"  or  one  of  the  Justioes 
of  Peace  Courts  in  Scotland,  may  hesr  and  determine 
any  complaint  charging  any  person  with  practising 
asadicme,  without  a  certificate,  as  aforesaid,  on  the  oath 
of  one  or  more  witnesses,  or  by  the  confession  of  the 
aesnsed  party,  and  shall  award  the  penalty  or  punish- 
ment herein  provided  for  such  ofiencei  and  in  every 
caae  of  the  adjudication  of  a  pecuniary  penalty  under 
ttna  Act,  and  of  non-payment  thereof,  it  shall  be 
laiiftil  for  the  said  Justice  or  Magistrate  to  commit  the 
offender  to  any  gaol  or  house  of  correction  within  his 
jvrifldietion,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  calender 
month,  when  the  sum  does  not  exceed  forty  shillings, 
and  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  calender  months 
wbea  the  sum  does  not  exceed  ten  pounds,  the  im- 
piiaonment  to  cease  on  payment  of  the  sum  due. 

XXXII.  Application  qf  Penaltiee.-^That  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money  arising  from  conviction  and  recovery 
of  penalties  for  offences  committed  against  the  authority 
an^  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  paid  to  the 
Medical  X^ouncQ  for  that  part  of  the  United  Kuidom 
in  which  such  conviction  shall  take  place. 

XXXIII.  Bxaminera  may  take  Candidatet  to 
BotpitaU,Sfe.—That  eadi  of  the  said  Examining  Boards, 
or  any  members  or  member  thereof,  shall  be  empowered 
to  attend  with  the  candidates  for  licences  in  the  public 
hospitals,  or  other  public  institutions  containing  sick 
and  diseased  persons,  and  also  in  any  workhouse,  with 
the  view  of  ascertaining  the  practical  knowledge  of 
floch  candidate  in  the  science  of  medicine. 


XXXIV.  Prooinon  for  exieting  StudenU.-^That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  several  Medical  Councils  ta 
make  regulations  for  di^ienong  with  such  provisions  of 
this  Act  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit,  in  favour  of  Medical 
Students  who  shall  have  commenced  their  professional 
studies  before  the  passing  of  this  Act. 

XXXV.  Act  not  to  effect  the  Trade  or  Bueineee  qf 
Chmmete  and  J9n^^<f.— That  not  anything  in  this 
Act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  constru^  to  extend, 
to  prejudice  or  in  any  way  affect  the  trade  or  business 
of  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  the  buying,  preparing, 
compounding,  dispensing  and  vending,  drugs,  medicines, 
and  medicinable  compounds,  wholesale  or  retail,  without 
the  giving  of  medical  or  surgical  advice. 

XXXVL  Regietered  Medical  Praeiitionert  exempted 
from  aertmg  on  Jtuiee,  Inqueete,  ^. — ^Tliat  every  person 
who  shall  be  registered  and  possess  a  certificate  in  force, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  exempt,  if  he 
shall  so  desire,  from  serving  on  all  juries  and  inquests 
whatsoever,  and  from  serving  all  corporate,  parochial, 
ward,  hundred,  and  township  offices,  and  in  the  Militia^ 
and  that  the  name  of  aucb  person  shall  not  be  returned 
in  any  list  of  persons  liable  to  serve  in  the  Militia,  or 
in  any  such  office  as  aforesaid ;  and  no  person  shall  be 
entitled  to  such  exemption  as  aforesaid,  on  the  ground 
of  being  a  physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  who  does 
not  possess  such  certificate  then  in  force,  as  aforesaid. 

XXXVII.  For  certain  Offencee,  names  qf  Medical 
Practitioners  to  be  erased  from  the  Begister.-^Tbat  if 
any  registered  medical  practitioner  shall  be  convicted  in 
England  or  Ireland  of  any  felony,  or  in  Scotland  of 
any  crime  or  offence  inferring  infkmy,  or  the  punishment 
of  death  or  transportation,  or  if  it  shall  be  found,  by 
the  judgment  of  any  competent  Court,  that  any  such 
medical  practitioner  shall  have  i^ocured  a  certificate 
under  this  Act  by  any  fraud  or  false  pretence,  or  that  . 
any  such  medical  practitioner  has  wilfully  and  knowingly 
given  any  false  statement,  evidence  or  certificate,  m  any 
case  in  which  by  law  the  evidence  or  certificate  of  a 
physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary  is  required,  the 
registrar  of  each  of  the  Medical  Councils,  on  the  pro- 
duction before  him  of  an  office  copy  or  extract  of  the 
conviction  or  judgment  of  the  Court,  duly  certified 
under  the  hand  of  the  proper  officer  of  the  Court,  or 
other  proof  thereof,  shall  cause  the  name  of  such 
medical  practitioner  to  be  erased  from  the  register;  and 
every  person  whose  name  shall  have  been  so  erased 
after  such  conviction  or  judgment  as  aforesaid,  shall 
thereby  forfeit  and  lose  all  the  privileges  of  a  registered 
medical  practitioner  provided  by  this  Act. 

Schedule  A. 

Declaration  required  of  a  person  who  claims  to  be 
registered  as  a  medical  practitioner  upon  the  ground 
that  he  was  in  practice  as  a  medical  practitioner  before 
the  first  day  of  August,  1815 :—    . 

7b  the  Regittrar  </  the  Medical  Council  for  England. 

I,  [Samuel  Baker,]  residing  at  [6,  Duke  Street, 
Exeter,]  in  the  county  of  [Devon,]  hereby  declare  that 
I  was  practising  as  a  medical  practitioner,  at  [16, 
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Oeorge  Street,  Hastings,]  in  the  county  of  [Sussex,] 
before  the  Ist  day  of  August,  1815. 

(Signed)  [Samubl  Bakvb.] 

Dated  this  [6th]  day  of  [November,]  1852. 


SCHSDUXJC  B. 

Licence  to  Prmtite  Medicine. 

Thin  is  to  certify  that  [Herbert  Jones]  has  been 
orefuUy  and  deliberately  examined  as  to  his  skill  and 
abilities  in  the  science  and  practice  of  medicine,  and  as 
to  his  fitness  and  qualification  to  practise  the  same,  by 
the  Examining  Board  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  [  ]  year  of  the 

reign  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  intituled  **  An 
Act  to  produce  Uniformity  of  Medical  Education  and 
Qualification,  and  for  the  Biegistration  of  those  Licenced 
to  Practise  in  Medicine;"  and  the  Medical  Council  for 
[England]  have,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in  them 
by  the  said  Act,  directed  this  Licence  to  be  granted  to 
the  said  [Herbert  Jones,]  certifying  that  he  is  duly 
qualified  to  practise  medicine. 

(Signed)      [Joaw  Fairbrother,] 
President  of  the  Medical  Council  for  [England.] 

(Signed)      [Henry  Brown,] 
Registrar  of  the  Medical  Council  for  [EngUmd.] 

Dated  thU  [3rd]  day  of  [March],  185  . 


Schedule  C. 

The  Medical  Remitter  for  [Enffland,]— Medical  Regit' 
traiion  Certificate  for  185  . 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of 
Pttrliament,  passed  in   the  [  ]  year  of  the 

reign  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  intituled,  "  An 
Act  to  produce  Uniformity  of  Medical  Education  and 
Quahfioation,  and  for  the  Registratioa  of  those  licensed 
to  Practise  in  Medicine,''  I  hereby  certify  that  [James 
Howard],  residing  at  [No.  15,  Ormond  Street,  Man- 
chester,] in  the  county  of  [Lancaster,]  having  been 
in  practice  prior  to  November,  1852,  and  having  pro- 
duced before  us  aome  one  of  the  Diplomas  or  lioenoes 
specified  in  Clause  13  th  of  the  said  Act,  or  having  signed 
before  me  a  Declaration  according  to  the  form  in 
Schedule  A  to  the  said  Act  annexed ; — or  not  being  in 
practice  prior  to  Novpmber  1852;  having  iHX)duoed 
before  me  the  Diploma  of  [the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians of  Enghmd]  granted  to  him  [April  18tb,  185  ], 
as  a  Fellow  of  that  College,  or  the  Diploma  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  granted  to  him  [March 
6th,  185  ,]  as  a  Member  of  that  College,  together  with 
the  Licence  of  the  Medical  Council  for  [England,] 
granted  to  him  the  [4th]  day  of  [February,]  185  ,) 
he  has  been  duly  registered,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  Act,  as  a  person  who  is  qualified  to 
praotise  Medicine  in  any  part  of  [England  and  Wales,] 
and  that  he  is  entitled  to  exercise  all  the  powers  and 
privileges  conferred  by  the  said  Act. 

This  Certificate  to  remain  in  force  until  the  Ist  day 
of  February,  185  t  &nd  no  longer. 

(Signed)     [Henry  Brown,] 
Registrar  of  the  Medical  Council  for  [England.] 

Dated  this  [Ist]  day  of  [February,]  185  . 


The  Names  qf  Re ffiaiered Medical  Practitiottere, 
in  two  litis  as  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

Physicians. 
(Arranged  AtphabeiicaUyO 


Namci. 


ADDISON.  JAME8 


ADLARO.  BUOH 


ADNST.  RALPH 


DaUt. 


Diploma  u  a  Fellow  of 
the  Rojrel  ColUce  of 
Phyticiaiit  of  EnKUnd, 
dated  »thAngiial.i8S6 


Dinknu  ai  i 
or  the  Unin 


J  the  UniTenity  of  Ed- 
inburgh.  dated  StdAiMil. 
184S 

Diploma  aa  a  Member  of 
the  Bofal  College  of 
Phyciciani  of  England, 
dated  S»d  of  ICar.  19M; 
Ueeneefrom  the  Medi- 
cal Comieil  ftir  Eoflaa^ 
,1853 


dated  &th  July,  1 


Ptaem^ 


No.  16, 


No.  7.  MUtoB 


The  Orore.   Camber. 


Surgeons. 
(Arranged  AlphabeticaUg,J 


andkbws.  /ohk 

APPLETON,  WH. 


Q»al{ficati9M  and  tkfir 


ADFABT,  EDMD.  Diploma  aa  a  FeUow  of 
the  Royal  College  of 
Bnrgeont  of  Eniciaad, 
dated  4th  September. 
1SS8 

ADWIN.  GILBBBT  Dedaradon  aa  mtabti 
by  Law,  of  having  prac- 
Ciaedaa  a  Medical  Pme- 
titioner  before  the  let 
day  of  AogmttltlS 


No.40LTDttlUB 

Leeda. 


No.ia.l 
Mancheatar. 


Lkenoeof  the  Soeietvof  i  No.  8. 


Apotbeoariee.     London,  | 
dated  nth  Jane,  18S4       ' 

I 


IdTerpooL 


Diploma 
of  the  Royal  College  of 
Bnrgeoni  of  England, 
dated  Snd  Jaly.  18s4  { 
Licence  from  the  Med* 
ical  ConncU  tot  Bag-  , 
land,  dated  Bth  May. 
18S3. 


MemY>er  •  No.flO^  0«irge  9»*m, 


^rnmiimgH  nf  $m\m. 
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Schedule  D. 

The  Medical  Register  for  [England] ,  consisting  of 
the  names  and  places  of  residence  with  a  description  of 
the  qualifications  and  the  dates  thereof,  of  all  pehions 
legally  qualified  to  practise  medicine  in  [England,]  m  tha 
year  185  . 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Svrgic^i 
Journal. 
Sir, — I  enclose  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  Uie 
Grewkeme  and  Yeovil  District  Medical  Association,  at 
the  third  general  meeting  of  the  members,  held  Ml 
South  Fetherton,  April  8th,  1852,  and  shall  feelobligeii 
if  yon  will  give  insertion  to  that  part  of  it  which  is  likelj 
to  be  of  more  than  bcal  interest. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

6.  F.  WILLS,  Hon.  Sec. 


After  the  general  boainess  of  the  Associatioa  had 
been  transacted,  the  Draught  of  the  new  Medical  Bill 
was  read,  and  much  discussion  took  place  respecting  its 
principles  and  the  various  clauses.  It  was  agreed, 
therefore,  to  discuss  each  clause  separately,  and  accord- 
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ini^y  Bpecial  oonadofation  was  giTen  to  every  point  of 
tfie  mewnre,  which  in  general  was  approved  of. 

Cftmse  14.— The  meeting  considered  that  tiie  fee  for 
qamfawtion  and  Uoenoe  to  practise  should  not^  be  less 
Hian  £2b,  instead  ai  j^lO,  as  proposed;  as  it  is 
advisable  not  to  lessen  the  general  expenses  of  s  pro- 
ftssional  education. 

dauie  17  was  nnanimonsly  disapproved  of.  It  was 
considered  that  the  medical  profession  was  already 
anffering  under  too  many  burdens  in  the  shape  of 
taxes  on  their  industry;  and  that  the  payment  of 
twenty  shillings  annually  was  unnecessary  and  unjust. 
It  was  thought  that  five  shillings  was  a  sufficient  annual 
registration  fee,  but  that  for  the  first  year  the  amount 
may  be  higher.  The  members  consider  that,  although 
the  proposed  provident  fund  may  be  useful,  it  should 
not  be  compulsory  for  medical  men  to  subscribe  to  it, 
and  therefore  that  the  reason  given  by  the  Editor  of  the 
Provincial  /o«rfui/^(page  74)  for  the  annual  fee  of  20s., 
is  not  sttisiactory. 

Citmge  26. — ^The  members,  cordially  approving  a 
danse  which  shall  afford  an  easy  method  of  recovering 
a  ^'summary  penalty  against  unregistered  practitioners," 
eonsider  the  above  clause  inefficacious  in  proventing  the 
evils  arising  from  the  administration  of  medicine  by 
Ignorant  unlicensed  persons,  who  take  upon  themselves 
to  prescribe  and  give  medicines  for  any  and  every  com- 
plaint, thereby  frequently  aggravating  disease,  and  not 
seldom  causing  iUne8s,mild  and  tractable  at  first,  to  run 
an  unchecked  course  and  terminate  fatally,  or  even 
directly  producing  death  by  maltreatment.  The  meeting 
oonsideTS  that  a  fuller  interpretation  as  to  what  con- 
stitutes the  practice  of  a  "  physician,  surgeon,  apothe- 
cary, or  licentiate  in  medicine,  surgery,  or  midwifery,'' 
should  be  given. 

Claiue  36. — Was  considered  insufficiently  stringent, 
as  it  does  not  prohibit  a  druggist  from  preparing  and 
dispensing  drugs  ordered  by  himself  and  administered 
to  a  person  labouring  under  sickness. 

The  meeting  consider  that  there  should  be  a  clause 
introdnoed  requiring  the  governing  body  to  prosecute 
unregistered  practitioners  in  certain  cases,  or  they  fear 
lest  the  example  set  by  the  Apothecaries'  Company,  of 
not  maintaining  the  rights  and  privileges  of  their 
members,  may  be  followed.  The  members  also  believe 
tiiat  it  is  deshrable  to'make  medical  education  as  com- 
plete as  possible,  and  the  majority  are  of  opinion  ttiat 
the  system  of  pupilage  is  good,  although  they  would 
prefer  the  term  of  three  or  four  years  to  five  years.  It 
was  also  suggested  that  it  would  be  advisable  for 
medical  students  to  pass  a  session  at  a  recognised 
hospital  at  an  early  period  of  their  pupilage,  and  not 
allow  the  three  years  attendance  at  a  hospital  to  remain 
until  the  end  of  their  term,  as  more  can  be  learnt  from 
attending  private  practice,  afbo*  a  time  passed  in  leanung 
the  theory  of  medicine  and  surgery  at  a  large  hospital 
where  lectures  are  delivered. 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  the  subject  of 
Ikiendly  societies,  and  the  loss  caused  by  some  of  them 
to  medical  men.  It  was  stated  that  at  Crewkerne  the 
medical  gentlemen  had  unanimously  resolved  to  discon- 


tinue oonlnct  attendance  on  tontine  and  tradesmen's 
dubs. 

The  answers  received  from  the  Colleges  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons^  and  from  the  Apothecaries  Company^  in 
reply  to  the  communications  addressed  to  them  by  a 
committee  appointed  to  request  them  to  take  measures 
i^galnst  illegal  and  empirical  practitioners,  were  read  and 
considered  to  be  most  unsatisfoctory. 


/nrtign  ieprtratnt 

GERMANY. 
The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  the  Verhand^ 
lungen  der  Physicaiisch-Medicinitchen  Gezelfschqfi  in 
Wurzhurg : — 

On  the  Nerves  of  Bone.-^M.  Koelliker  states  that  in 
the  human  subject  the  nerves  accompany  the  blood- 
vessels not  only  in  the  medulla  of  the  long  bones,  but 
also  in  the  spongy  tissue  of  the  epiphyses.  The  short 
bones*  such  as  the  vertebrce  are  richly  suppHed  with 
nervous  filaments,  as  are  also  the  blade-bones  and  i)ia. 
They  are  also  readily  demonstrated  in  the  bones  of  the 
cranium.  The  function  of  these  nerves  he  considen  to 
be  chiefly  that  of  nutrition;  but  that  they  contain 
sensitive  fibres  is  plainly  shown  by  the  pain  which 
attends  disease  of  osseous  structure. 

Vtbraiiie  Celle  in  the  Bronchial  Membrane  qf  Man, — 
One  of  the  most  curious  revelations  of  the  microscope 
is  the  existence  of  epithelial  oells,  the  free  surface  of 
which  is  covered  by  extremely  fine  dlie,  presenting, 
during  life  and  immediately  after  death,  a  vibratile 
motion.  M.  Biermer  has  seen  thb  curious  phenomenon 
in  the  bronchial  membrane  of  a  man  dead  of  phthisis ; 
and  by  sprinkling  the  surface  with  charcoal,  was 
enabled  to  see  that  the  molecules  were  uniformly  moved 
from  below  upwards,  proving  that  the  epithelial  ciliie 
moved  in  that  direction. 

Histoloffical  Bleinente  of  ^  False  Membranes. — ^M. 
Virchow  enumerates  these  as  follows  : — 1.  Connecting 
tissue.  This  is  formed  out  of  an  amorphous  fibrinous 
ooagulum,  which  is  susceptible  of  various  forms^ 
but  chiefiy  affecting  that  of  fibre.  After  a  certain 
period  this  fibrinous  coagulum  is  found  to  be  entirely 
converted  into  connecting  tissue,  composed  of  slender 
corpuscles,  which  are  easily  resolved  into  minute 
fibrils,  containing  an  elongated  nucleus,  witii  distinct 
nucleoli.  In  many  portions  of  fidse  membrane  the 
structure  remains  entirely  amorphous. — 2.  Elastic 
fibres  are  found  in  some  membranes,  but  not  in  all. 
The  authoi  has  generally  seen  them  in  those  of.  the 
pleura,  and  seldom  in  those  of  the  uterus.  In  old 
adhesions  these  fibres  are  toothed,  and  in  some  cases 
are  so  numerous  as  to  be  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  as 
white  lines. — 3.  Vessels,  The  author  has  repeatedly 
injected  false  membranes,  both  from  arteries  and  veins. 
The  degree  of  vascularity  depends  very  much  on  the 
nature  of  the  organ  to  which  the  false  membranes  are 
attached,  as  does  also  the  preponderance  of  arterial  or 
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venous  capillaries.  Thus  the '  adhesions  between  the 
liver  and  diaphragm  are  more  freely  injected  from  the 
vena  porta  than  from  the  hepatic  artery.  The  author 
remarks  upon  this  fact  as  of  importance  m  reference  to 
the  circulation^  inasmuch  as  a  certain  quantity  of  blood 
may  thus  reach  the  heart,  without  having  undergone 
depuration  by  the  liver.  —4.  Nerves,  The  author  has 
only  succeeded  in  tracing  nenrous  filaments  into  fidse 
membranes  in  a  very  few  instances. 

Ununited  Fracture, — Professor  BUisius  treats  ua» 
united  fracture  by  the  local  afyplication  of  iodine.  He 
has  recently  detailed  two  successful  cases,  one  of  a 
soldier,  in  whom  the  ends  of  the  fractured  tibia  and 
fibula  had  remained  moveable  (or  six  months;  the  other 
«  case  of  fractured  femur.  He  pencilled  the  locality  of 
the  fracture  with  the  following  solution : — lodini,  scr.  j. ; 
Potassii  lodidi,  dr.  ss.;  Sp.  Rect.,  oz.  j.  Consolida- 
tion took  place  in  three  week's  in  the  first  case,  and  in 
thirteen  weeks  in  the  second. 

Absence  of  the  Fatus  in  early  Abortion^ — Dr. 
Meyer  {Efenle^s  Zeitschrift)  mentions  the  frequent 
occurrence  of  discharged  ova  in  which  no  foetus  can  be 
found.  In  external  appearance  the  mass  resembles  a 
coagulum  of  blood,  which,  when  cut  into,  contains  a 
cavity  lined  by  a  smooth  membrane,  which  is  eridently 
the  amnion.  A  funis  is  also  found,  with  a  free  extremity, 
which  looks  as  if  it  had  been  torn  across.  No  foetus, 
however,  is  to  be  discovered.  Dr.  Meyer,  not  satisfied 
as  may  be  imagined,  with  the  surmise  that  the  foetus 
was  never  present,  has  searched  in  these  instances,  and 
always  found  a  rent  on  one  or  other  aspect  of  the  ovum, 
generally  directly  opposite  the  insertion  of  the  funis. 
It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  the  foetus  has  escaped  through 
this  orifice,  and,  being  small,  easily  escaped  observation. 

[A  specimen  of  this  kind  was  recently  exhibited  at 
the  Norwich  Pathological  Society,  by  Mr.  Bade,  of 
Blofield,  exactly  ^corresponding  with  the  description 
above  given.  In  this  case,  though  the  foetus  could  not 
be  found,  there  were  symptoms  which  pointed  out  that 
something  had  been  expelled  some  days  prior  to  the 
abortion  of  the  remainder  of  the  ovum.] 
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PRACTICAL    MEDICINE. 

Treatment  qf  Paraplegia  by  Ergot  qf  Rye. — By  Mr. 
White. 

Mr.  White  speaks  of  a  case  of  paraplegia  occurring 
in  a  farmer,  who  had  lost  the  use  of  his  lower  extremi- 
ties, in  consequence  6(  exposure  to  cold  and  damp. 
The  paralysis  commenced,  as  it  frequently  dops,  by 
pricking  pains  in  the  legs.  The  treatment  was  com- 
menced by  blisters  to  the  spine,  and  mercury  to  saliva- 
tion, under  which  a  certain  amount  of  amendment  took 
place,  but  he  was  still  unable  to  walk,  though  he  could 
stand.  Here  the  improvement  ceased,  and  the  author 
then  gave  him  strychnine,  with  still  further  benefit;  but 
this  time  the  improvement  was  not  maintained,  he  lost 
strength,  the  bowels  became  obstinately  costive,  and  he 


lapsed  into  a  condition  apparently  hopeless.  At  tiui 
juBcture  the  sutiior  was  Indvoed  to  ghrehim  ecgoi  of  1789 
having  seen  iti  powers  in  paralysii  highly  enlogiiad  bj 
M.  Gerard.  The  dose  was  half  a  dnchm  three  timei  a 
day  in  an  electuary.  When  an  ounce  had  been  tskea 
it  was  observed  that  the  bowels  had  begun  to  act 
spontaneously,  then  he  commenced  to  have  increMed 
power  over  his  paralyzed  limbs,  and  in  one  moath  fiNm 
the  commencement  of  the. medicine  ho  was  able  to 
walk  a  mile  without  assbtance. — Dublin  Medical  Prms^ 
April  14,  1852. 

On  the  Mode  rf  Distinguiahinff  between  CateuU  fii 
Uric  Acid  and  Urate  of  Ammonia, — By  Mr.  L. 
Lawbbncb. 

Mr.  Lawrence  states  that  he  has  found;  ezperimentallyy 

that  the  rules  for  making  the  above  diagnosis,  which  are 
generally  laid  down  in  books,  are  not  absolutely  soffi* 
cient  for  the  purpose.     The  ordinary  tests  are — 

*'  I.  Urate  of  ammonia  is  distinguished  from  tirie 
acid  by  evolving  ammontacal  fumes  in  treating  the 
fragment  of  the  calculos  with  caustic  potA.*'  This 
test,  according  to  Mr.  Lawrence,  is  not  often  avaiOabla 
in  determining  the  character  of  the  neceseariij  imaH 
quantities  the  analyst  of  calculi  has  to  deal  wiA;  and 
moreover,  uric  add  itself,  in  eommon  with  oHiar  nitto- 
genised  animal  substances,  might  of  itself  evolve 
ammoniacal  fumes, on  being  treated  with  a  conoeo.tnted 
solution  of  potash. 

*'  2.  An  aqueous  solution  of  uric  acid  does  not  give 
the  murexide  test;  an  aqueous  solution  of  urate  of 
ammonia  does."  This  statement,  in  his  opinion,  requires 
qualifying,  in  so  for  that,  while  this  is  true  of  cold  solu- 
tions, it  is  not  true  of  boiling  solutions,  which  give  the 
test  with  both  the  substances  under  consideration. 

"  3.  A  cold  aqueous  solution  of  uric  add  yidds  no 
precipitate  on  the  addition  of  hydrochloric  acid ;  a 
similar  solution  of  urate  of  ammonia  does.*'  lliis  he 
considers  perhaps  the  best  of  all  the  tests  yet  mentioned, 
though  it  is  omitted  in  many  books. 

To  these  the  author  adds  a  test  wiiich,  long  ^iplied 
as  it  has  been  to  the  recognition  of  urinary  deposits, 
has  not,  as  ftr  he  is  aware,  been  made  use  of  in  the 
analysis  of  urinary  calculi.  '*  A  small  fragment  of  the 
calculus  is  reduced  to  a  fine  powder  and  boiled  liar  a 
minute  or  so  in  distilled  water,  and  a  single  drop  of 
the  solution,  placed  on  a  plate  of  glass,  examined 
microscopically.  If  it  be  uric  acid,  a  multitude  of  well- 
defined  crystals  make  their  appearance  as  the  drop  coob ; 
the  various  forms  of  these  crystals  are  well  figured  in 
Bowman's  '  Medical  Chemistry.'  Should,  on  the 
contrary,  the  substance  be  urate  of  ammonia,  no 
crystals  are  seen,  but  those  amorphous  aggregations  of 
globules,  generally  of  a  brownish  tint,  so  familiar  to 
the  examiner  of  urinary  sediments,  will  be.percdved. 
Even  the  naked  eye  will  readily  distinguish  the  glistening 
crystalline  precipitate  of  uric  acid  from  the  dull  amar» 
phous  one  of  urate  of  ammonia.  It  is  only  in  solutk>na 
of  urate  of  ammonia  which  have  stood  for  some  time 
that  I  have  been  able  to  detect  crystals,  which  were 
then  of  an  entirely  different  character  from  those  of 
uric  acid."  In  conclusion,  the  author  remarks  that 
while  this  last  test  does  not  yield  to  any  of  tike  othen 
ia  delicacy  and  precision,  it  will  solve  a  probiem  wUch 


GENERAL  RETROSPECT. 


25$^ 


)  of  the  othen  can  do,  namely,  that  of  detecting 
of  the  tiro  ffabitances  in  question. — Medicai 
JUm  mud  Qautie.  Maich  27. 

Tttamn  cured  by  tk$  JMaiaHon  qf  Chlorq/hrm^'^Bj 
Dr.  Bauks. 

The  patient  had  received  a  aerere  lack  in  the  face, 
nine  days  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  tetanic 
fljmptomfl  (August  9th) ,  he  was  also  exposed  to  wet 
and  cold.  On  admission  he  was  in  a  fnlly  deTeloped 
tetanic  state.  The  sterno  mastoid  muscles  were  rigid 
and  the  head  drawn  back.  He  had  complete  opistho- 
tonos and  the  abdominal  muscles  were  tense  and  hard. 
Croton  oU  was  given  and  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  bella- 
donna was  ordered  every  two  hoars.  On  August  15th 
the  jaws  were  permanently  locked,  respiration  extremely 
difficult,  and  the  body  bedewed  with  perspiration.  A 
grain  of  Indian  hemp  was  given  every  hour,  without  any 
relief,  when,  on  the  16th  and  17th  it  was  determined  to  let 
bim  inhale  chloroform,  *which  he  did  to  perfect  insensi- 
bility. On  recovering  his  consciousness,  the  patient 
was  able  to  open  his  mouth  to  the  extent  of  an  inch, 
and  swallowed  with  ease,  and  expressed  himsdf  much 
relieved.  The  inhalation  was  resumed  on  the  18th, 
with  still  further  amelioration,  and 'after  a  few  days 
longer  treatment  by  the  same  means,  the  spasm  entirely 
sabsided. — Dublin  Quarierfy  Jottm,  of  Medical  Science, 
February,  1852. 

SURGERY. 

PecuHar  Diagnostic  Symptom  in  Rheumatic 
Ophthalmia, 

Mr.  Canton  mentions  a*  symptom  which  he  has  so 
constantly  seen  associated  with  this  complaint,  that  he 
considers  it  will  materially  diminish  the  difficulty  of 
diagnosis  in  doubtful  cases.  The  symptom  alluded  to 
is  a  white  depoeit  which  collects  at  the  internal  canthus 
of  the  lids.  It  is  most  abundant  wliere  the  urine 
contains  a  copious  deposit  of  lithates.  Sometimes  he 
has  observed  it  to  be  associated  with  pains  in  the  limbs 
and  larger  joints. — Lancet,  March  27,  1852. 

Death  Jrom  Chloroform, 

[Another  has  been  added  to  the  number  of  cases, 
wfaicli  show  that  this  powerful  agent  is  not  to  be  used 
without  the  greatest  caution,  and  that  there  are  no  cer- 
tain indications  by  which  the  probability  of  its  unsuitable- 
ness  in  a  given  case  can  be  predicated.  Dr.  Snow  has 
informed  us  that  the  only  certain  way  of  obviating 
similar  accidents  to  the  present,  is  by  diluting  cliloroform 
with  alcohol ;  and  as  the  eflfects  of  the  mixture,  though 
not  so  speedy,  are  equally  certain,  it  would  seem 
imperative  on  surgeons  not  to  persevere  in  the  use  of 
the  concentrated  article.    The  case  is  as  follows : — ] 

Thomas  Hayward,  a  rather  spare  and  weakly  man, 
aged  23,  was  admitted  on  Thursday,  the  29th  of 
January,  1852,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Lloyd. 

The  patient  applied  to  the  hospital  for  an  aneurism 
hj  anastomosis  occupying  the  whole  of  tlie  right  ear, 
and  abo  to  a  oonsideiable  extent  the  soft  parts  in 
liMikt  and  behind  that  organ.  On  and  behind  the  ear 
tte  vasciilar  growth  was  elevated  so  as  to  form  a  large 


tumour.  The  integuments  of  the  ear,  as  well  as  the 
diacMed  mass,  were  of  a  deep  purple  colour.  In  eveij 
part  there  was  strong  pulsation,  as  well  as  a  loud 
aneurismal  murmur;  the  temperature,  however,  was 
much  the  same  te  that  of  the  surrounding  parts.  Pro- 
jecting from  the  meatus  there  was  a  polypus  or  large 
fungus,  whence  issued  a  copious  purulent  discliaige, 
which  was  often  tinged  with  blood.  Pain  in  the  head 
was  complained  of,  but  no  unpleasant  sensations  had 
been  felt  in  the  tumour  itself. 

The  disease  had  existed  since  the  patient  was  four 
years  of  age.  Various  remedial  means  had  been  em- 
ployed at  diiferent  times,  but  without  benefit.  The 
patient  had  been  treated  at  some  of  the  London  hospitals, 
where  aetons  were  introduced  into  different  parts  of  the 
tumour,  and  portions  of  it  enclosed  with  silver  wires, 
which  were  now  and  then  twisted  so  as  to  tighten  them, 
but  these  measures  were  of  no  avail,  and  at  length  the 
patient  was  discharged  as  incurable. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  not  deeming  the  cure  hopeless,  and 
having  consulted  with  his  colleagues,  determined  to 
attempt  the  obliteration  of  the  tumour — first,  by  deli- 
gation  of  the  principal  arterial  branches  in  direct  com- 
munication with  the  diseased  mass,  and  afterwards  by 
pressure  applied  to  different  parts  in  succession.  With 
this  view,  on  the  14ch  of  February,  1852,  the  patient 
was  placed  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  Messrs.  Wormald  and  Paget,  Mr. 
Lloyd  placed  a  ligature  around  the  temporal  artery, 
just  as  it  passes  over  the  zygoma ;  other  ligatures  were 
applied  in  such  situations  as  it  was  considered  would 
tend  most  to  cut  off  the  supply  of  blood  from  the  part 
aflfocted,  and  pressurf  afterwards  used  before  and 
behind  the  ear.  The  operation  lasted,  as  was  expected, 
for  a  long  time,  and  the  patient  was  kept  under  the 
influence  of  chloroform  for  half  an  hour,  or  more. 
From  the  effect  of  the  anesthetic  agent  he  recovered 
quickly,  and  when  visited  half  an  hour  afterwards  he 
was  found  lying  comfortably  in  his  bed,  and  on  being 
asked  how  he  was,  he  answered,  **  Very  well,"  and 
smilingly  added,  *'  that  he  was  very  thankful  the  opera- 
tion had  been  performed,  and  hoped  it  could  soon  be 
nepeated.^' 

After  this  everything  went  ou  favourably ;  the  tumour 
became  much  diminished  in  size,  and  the  pulsation 
much  lessened,  but  on  further  examination  a  large 
artery  was  fbund,  beating  very  strongly,  between  the 
mastoid  process  and  the  ramus  of  the  jaw,  pressure  on 
which  part  completely  arrested  the  pulsation  throughout 
the  diseased  growth.  On  this  vessel,  therefore,  Mr. 
Lloyd  determined  to  place  a  ligature,  and  appointed  the 
17th  of  March  for  the  purpose. 

The  patient  was  taken  into  the  theatre  of  the  hospital, 
placed  on  the  operating  table,  and  chloroform  admin- 
istered as  on  the  former  occasion.  The  ansesthetic 
fluid  now  used  was  from  the  same  bottle  as  had  been 
employed  before,  and  the  apparatus  was  also  the  same  as 
usual.  The  ddoroform  was  administered  by  one  of  Mr. 
Lloyd's  dressers,  who  well  understood,  and  had  long  had 
experieice  in  its  use.  A  gentleman  of  great  experience, 
who  has  been  a  long  time  at  the  hospital,  and  two  years 
house-suigeon,  was  watching  the  patient,  and  marking 
the  state  of  the  pulse.  Other  gentlemen  were  also 
assisting. 
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In  from  five  to  ten  minntes  the  usual  effect  was 
produced,  the  patient  having  preriouBly  struggled  much. 
The  operation  was  then  commenced,  but  no  sooner  Had 
Mr.  Lloyd  cut  through  the  skin  than  It  was  stated  that 
the  pulse  had  suddenly  stopped. 

The  chloroform  was  at  once  removed,  but  in  a  few 
seconds  the  patient  had  ceased  to  breathe,  and  no  pul- 
sation could  be  felt  in  any  of  the  arteries,  or  at  the 
heart.  Artificial  respiration,  as  well  as  percussJoU 
and  compression  of  the  different  parts  of  the  body, 
were  immediately  employed,  with  energy,  and  after 
continuing  the  means  for  a  short  time,  the  circulation 
was  observed  to  be  returning,  and  the  act  of  respiratfon 
was  several  times  performed;  the  state  of  inanimation, 
however,  speedily  returned,  but  by  the  employment  V)f 
the  same  means  as  before,  witli  the  use  also  of  galvanism, 
the  circulation  and  respiration  were  again  restored, 
but  the  patient  fell  quickly  into  the  same  state  as  at 
first,  and  was  again  brought  round  by  the  same  means. 
Tn  a  few  moments  the  patient  relapsed  for  the  third 
time,  wh%n  one  of  Mr.  Lloyd's  colleagues,  coming  into 
the  theatre,  recommended  that  the  external  jiiguljur 
vein,  which  on  the  right  side  was  turgid,  should  be 
opened,  that  tracheotomy  should  be  performed,  and  the 
lungs  inflated.  These  means  were  accordingly  had 
recourse  to.  The  patient  was,  besides,  placed  in  a 
warm  bath,  at  the  temperature  of  104°,  artificial  respi- 
ration  being  kept  up  all  the  time,  and  friction  employed. 
All,  however,  was  of  no  avail,  and  it  soon  became 
evident  that  life  was  irrecoverably  gone. 

The  resuscitating  measures  had  been  continued  for 
more  than  an  hour.  Ammonia  had  been  applied  to 
the  nostrils,  but  no  attempt  was^made  to  introduce  any 
stimuli  into  the  stomach,  as  Mr.  Lloyd  feared  any 
liquid  placed  in  the  mouth  might  pass  into  the  larynx, 
and  occasion  instant  suffocation. — Lancet, 

Remarks  on  the  Exhibition  of  Chloroform. — By  W. 
Bird  Hbrepath,  M.D. 

Alluding  to  the  above  melancholy  case,  Dr.  Herapath 
informs  us  that  be  has  been  particularly  free  from  the 
accidents  which  some  have  experienced  in  the  tse  of 
chloroform,  and  he  attributes  his  immunity  to  the  fol- 
lowing precautions: — 1st.  Never  to  administer  it  to 
any  patient  with  a  full  stomach.  2ndly.  To  take  par- 
ticular care  that  the  vapour  is  diluted  with  plenty  of 
atmospheric  air,  invariably  employing  a  cupped  sponge, 
with  large  holes,  applying  but  a  small  quantity  of  the 
liquid  at  one  time.  Srdly.  Never  to  proceed  to  ster- 
torous respiration,  if  it  can  be  avoided.  As  soon  as  the 
patient  becomes  insensible  to  sound,  or  the  pupils  dilate, 
to  intermit  the  application  of  the  chloroform,  and 
operate  at  once,  if  necessary  applying  the  sponge  again 
and  again,  for  short  periods,  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
anaesthetic  effect.  It  is  never  necessary,  he  observes, 
to  make  the  patient  lie  like  a  breathing  log,  as  is  known 
to  occur  in  the  practice  of  other  parties.  Death  from 
chloroform  takes  place  in  consequence  of  the  density  of 
the  air  mixed  with  the  heavy  vapour  of  the  chloroform 
being  nearly  equal  to  or  greater  than  that  of  the  carbonic 
acid  to  be  expelled  from  the  blood :  thus,  the  density 
of  carbonic  acid  gas  at  60°  is  one  and  a  half  that  of 
^mospheric  air;  consequently,  oxygen  and  nitrogen 
endosmose  through  the  membranes  of  the  pulmonary 
air-cellB  and  capiUaries,  whilst  carbonic  acid  exosmos^a 


through  the  same  membranes,  according  to  the  knowa 
laws  regulating  endosmosis  of  gases — namely,  "h 
inverse  proportions  to  the  square  roots  of  tfheir  danritiei/' 
Now,  increase  the  density  of  the  inspbed  air  by  i 
the  vapour  of  chloroform  to  it,  and  of  course  < 
acid  accumulates  in  the  drcniating  fluids ;  it  doei  wt^ 
exosmose  through  the  membranes  at  the  same  nits. 
The  nearer  the  two  densities  oonespond,  the  less  cv- 
bonic  add  escapes  from  the  blood,  and  the  functioa  of 
raspiration  no 'longer  goes  on.  There  is  another  ev- 
comstance  worthy  of  attention. '  Atmospheric  air  at  60^ 
saturated  with  the  vapour  of  chloroform,  has  a  spedfie 
gravity  of  1*355,  and  is  therefore  perfectly  respirable; 
but  increase  the  temperature  of  the  air  to  70°,  and  it 
will  take  up  a  much  larger  quantity  of  the  vapour,  by 
which  means  the  specific  gravity  will  be  increased  to 
1*533.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  pay  attention  to 
this  point  also,  or  danger  will  ensue.  This  is  more 
especially  requisite  where  inhalers  are  employed ;  a 
good  cupped  sponge,  moistened  with  cold  water,  has, 
in  Mr.  Herapath's  opinion,  numerous  advantages  over 
every  variety  of  inhaler,  the  chief  being,  that  the  rapid 
evaporation  of  the  chloroform  diminishes  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  air,  as  it  passes  through  the  interstices  of 
the  sponge,  thus  decreasing  the  spedfie  gravity  of  the 
mixed  gases  tor  respiration,  and  consequently  adding  to 
the  safety  of  the  patient. 

There  are,  he  continues,  other  cauees  why  chlorofivm 
impedes  and  destroys  the  powers  of  life.  The  locil 
anaesthetic  effect  of  the  vapour  upon  the  ramosaili  of 
the  pneumogastric  nerves,  distributed  on  the  air-ceUsy 
destroys  their  excitability ;  they  no  longer  carry  that 
e^cito-motory  power  to  the  medulla  oblongata,  so 
necessary  to  produce  the  mechanical  movements  of  the 
respiratory  phenomena ;  consequently  the  motor  nerres 
no  longer  stimulate  the  respiratory  muscles  to  actioo. 
Again,  the  blood,  highly  charged  with  chloroform  and 
carbonic  acid,  and  deficient  in  oxygen,  may  act  centri- 
cally  on  the  medulla  oblongata,  destroying  its  nervous 
energy  and  paralyzing  its  functions. 

In  resuscitating  from  an  over-dose  of  chlorofbrm,  Mr. 
Herapath  considers  galvanism  to  be  the  only  chance.  Hii 
advice  is  to  keep  up  a  current  of  electridty  through  the 
fifth  nerve,  medulla  oblongata,  phrenic  nerves,  and  dia- 
phragm, as  long  as  respiratory  movements  can  be  pro- 
duced^ and  to  let  the  patient  have  plenty  of  fresh  air  or 
oxygen  gas ;  the  case,  then,  must  do  well,  for  the  blood 
will  remain  fluid  for  a  long  time,  and  drculalion  iiSi 
go  on  as  long  as  respiration  continues  to  be  carried  on 
artificially.  The  blood  and  the  air  cells  throw  off 
their  load,  and  in  proportion  as  the  pneumogastric, 
medulla  oblongata,  and  motor  nerves,  slowly  resume 
their  functions,  so  respiration  begins  to  assume  a  kss 
artifidal  character;  at  length  the  cerebrum  aids  us,  and 
respiratory  movements,  both  voluntary  and  involuntary, 
keep  up  the  functions  of  life  unaided. — Z^<mc«/,  March  27. 


MIDWIFERY. 

Ovarian  Dropsy;  Partial  Removal  of  the  Cytf.— By 

Mr.  Brown. 
The  occasional  recovery,  after  spontaneous  mptare  of 
the  ovarian  cyst,  and  extravasation  of  its  contents  into 
the  peritoneal  cavity,  has  led  Mr.  Brown  to  devise  as 
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operation  intended  to  imitate  the  results  of  these 
«ocldenti,  which  operatioii  consists  in  the  removal  of  a 
poitioii  of  the  cyst  after  eracaation  A  its  contents, 
retamittg  the  remamder  into  the  abdomen.  The  pro- 
gren  of  the  case  is  as  yet  unknown. 

The  patient  is  a  woman,  about  40  years  of  age, 
following  the  ocoapation  of  aerraat,  and  who  has  been 
■offering  from  ofarian  dropsy  for  several  years  past* 
She  had  spent  some  time  in  another,  hospital,  whence 
ahe  was  discharged  as  incurable,  being  told  that  tapping 
would  be  of  no  benefit  to  her;  she,  therefore,  now 
objected  to  this  ordinary  means  of  removing  the  fluid. 

Chloroform  was  administered  by ,  Dr.  Snow,  first 
with  his  inhaler,  and  afterwards  with  the  simple  sponge, 
the  insensibility  remaining  complete  all  through  the 
operation.  The  patient's  abdomen  is  very  prominent 
and  pendulous,  the  skin  being  of  a  rather  dark  tinge, 
and  permeated  with  large  veins.  Mr.  Brown  made  his 
indbnon  in  the  mesial  line,  commencing  a  little  below 
the  umbilicus,  and  descending  in  a  straight  direction 
for  about  four  inches.  All  the  layers,  down  to  the 
peritoneum,  were  carefully  divided,  and  the  latter  slit 
open  with  the  asristance  of  the  director.  The  cyst,  of 
a  light  grey  colour,  now  came  into  view,  bulged  out  by 
the  fluid,  and  Mr.  Brown  passed  his  finger  easily  between 
the  cyst  and  parietes  of  the  abdomen.  It  was  now 
plain  that  no  adhesions  eiisted  between  these  parts,  for 
the  whole  hand  of  the  operator  was  easily  glided  all 
round  the  cyst  between  the  latter  and  the  walls  of  the 
abdomen.  It  struck  some  of  the  spectators  that  this 
great  freedom  from  adhesions  might  perhaps  be  favour- 
able to  the  complete  removal  of  the  cyst.  Mr.  BroWh 
now  introduced  the  trocar  and  canula  in  the  centre  of 
the  exposed  portion  of  the  cyst,  and  evacuated  about  a 
gallon  of  very  clear  limpid  fluid,  the  cyst  being  all  this 
while  held  by  an  assistant  with  a  vulsellum,  so  as  to 
prevent  its  collapse.  After  the  removal  of  the  fluid, 
Mr.  Brown  raised,  with  the  vulsellum,  a  portion  of  the 
cyst,  about  the  size  of  the  palm  of  the  hand,  and 
removed  it  by  a  borizontal  section  with  the  scalpel. 

A  little  fluid  which  had  collected  during  this  process 
waa  now  allowed  to  escape,  and  the  cyst  pushed  back 
into  the  abdomen.  The  margins  of  the  cutaneous 
aeetion  were  brought  together,  and  secured  by  six 
sutures,  a  compress  applied,  and  a  wide  roller  placed 
aronnd  the  abdomen.  Very  little  blood  was  lost  during 
the  operation,  and  none  at  all  on  the  section  of  the 
C3r8t. — Lancet f  March  13. 

TOXICOLOGX^. 

Case  qfPoitofdng  by  Atropin. — By  Dr.  Andrews. 

The  subject  of  this  case  was  using  a  solution  of 
atropin  for  iritis,  and  by  mistake  took  a  mouthful  of  it 
instead  of  a  bitter  mixture.  She  immediately  became 
sensible  of  heat  in  the  throat,  and  in  a  few  minutes  her 
eyesight  began  to  fail,  her  voice  was  too  feeble  to  be 
heard,  and  soon  after  she  became  unconscious.  The 
nurse  immediately  gave  her  large  quantities  of  milk, 
which  induced  vomiting.  She  was  seen  by  the  clinical 
clerk  fifteen  minutes  after  taking  the  poison.    The 


pupils  were  widely  dilated;  face  flushed;  and  the 
mi|8cles  twitched ;  pulse  130.  She  was  restless,  turning 
constantly  in  bed,  and,  except  when  spoken  to,  was 
silent.  On  attempting  to  walk  she  staggered.  Vomit- 
ing was  maintained  by  sulphate  of  zinc.  In  spite  of 
this,  drowsiness  came  on,  and,  increasing  in  intensity, 
she  was  ordered  ammonia,  and  galvanism  was  to  be 
resorted  to  if  necessary.  Next  day  she  had  some  shiver- 
ing, and  lapsed  into  a  state  clo^ly  resembling  delirium 
tremens.  Towards  evening  the  violence  became  so 
great  that  restraint  was  required.  She  talked  incessantly 
and  frequently  spit  about  the  bed.  The  pulse  was 
quick,  the  eyes  bloodshot,  and  the  pupils  still  dilated. 
On  the  following  morning  she  was  quieter,  but  one  eye^ 
lid  was  observed  to  be  slightly  paralyzed.  Her  state 
remained  precarious  for  several  days,  during  which 
various  symptoms  affecting  vision  were  complained  of. 
She,  however,  gradually  recovered.  It  was  calculated 
that  she  had  swallowed  about  two -thirds  of  a  grain  of 
atropin. — Edinburgh  Monthly  Journal,  January,  1852. 


MAM  Mlligemt. 


TESTIMONIAL  OP  RESPECT. 

Mr.  £.  H.  Ambler,  M.R.C.S.  and  L.A.C.,  on 
leaving  bis  situation,  as  assistant  to  Robert  Fookes,  Esq., 
of  Stalbridge,  Dorset,  has  been  presented  by  the  in- 
habitants with  a  handsome  silver  coffee-pot  and  tea 
service  as  a  testimonial  of  esteem  for  his  private  char- 
acter and  professional  services  during  a  residence  of 
upwards  of  seven  years.  The  coffee-pot  bears  the 
following  inscription : — 

»«To  Edward  H.  Ambler,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.,  with  a 
silver  tea  service.  A  parting  token  of  esteem  for  his 
professional  and  personal  character  firom  Stalbridge  and 
adjacent  parishes. — 1852." 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Mr.  George  Alfred  Sheppard  has  been  elected  House- 
Surgeon  to  Uie  Worcester  Infirmary,  by  a  majority  of 
119  votes.  The  election  took  place  on  Monday,  the 
3rd  instant. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
the  23rd  ultimo  : — George  Barnard,  Bath ;  Samuel 
Elwin  Brand,  Aldersgate  Sti^et;  Robert  Newcombe 
Day,  Chudleigh,  Devon;  William  Henry  Dodwell, 
Hammersmith ;  Henry  James  Gane,  Bath ;  Frederick 
Abner  Gange,  Dover;  Joseph  John  Hill  Gramshaw, 
Bristol;  Robert  Hulis,  Limehouse;  Francis  Legerson 
Hoare,  Cahersiveen,  Kerry ;  William  Edward  Masfen, 
Stafford  ;  Thomas  Hopkins  Mercer,  Alderley,  Glouces- 
tershire; Robert  Bryant  Pearse,  Bath;  Nicholas 
Warburton  White,  Macroom,  county  Cork;  John 
Wills,  Donbead,  St.  Andrew,  WUts. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
the  30th  ultimo : — Richard  Banbury,  Laanceston, 
Cornwall;  Richard  Barnett,  Belfast;  William  Charles 
Rockett,  Walworth;  Horatio  Costerton,  Weymouth, 
Dorsetshire ;  Warren  Jane,  Chepstow,  Monmouthshire ; 
Robert  Toulmin  Leeming,  Lancaster;  William  Webb, 
fiarton-under-Needwood,  Staffordshire ;  Robt.  Whitley, 
Bedford  Square. 
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SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  the  22nd  ultimo  :— 
Edward  Burman  Adams,  Bongay,  Suffolk;  Henry 
Baker  Armstrong,  Brecon,  South  Wales;  Greorge 
Atfield;  Robert  Butterfield  Cumming;  Wm.  Duncan, 
Amble,  Northumberland;  Benjamin  Godfrey,  Grosvenor 
Place,  Camberwell;  Louis  Lawrence  Smith;  John 
Hender  Tickell. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  the  29th  ultimo  : — 
George  Butler,  Brighton  ;  John  Edward  Davies,  Stones 
End,  Southwark ;  Horace  E.  Johnson,  Warwickshire. 


Names  op  Gentlemen  who  Passed  the  Pkelimi- 

NAKT  EzAMIVATION  IN  CLASSICS  AND  MATHEMATICS 

AT  Apothecaries'  Hall.  April  27  and  28. — George 
William  Fleetwood  Bury,  Whetstone;  Rinso  Robert 
Siccama,  London;  Richard  Unthank  Wallace,  Hackney ; 
Henry  Townsend  Whitling,  Londo.i;  R.  H.  Haynes, 
London ;  George  J.  Wood,  London ;  Theodore  Davis; 
Birmingham ;  Frederick  Lawrance,  Twickenham ; 
Edmund  Valentine,  Somerton;  Alfired  B.  Daffin, 
London;  William  AlUs  Smith,  Birmingham;  Edward 
Arthur  Page,  London;  Edward  Livesey  Dixon,  London ; 
Newton  Heelas,  Woking;  Samuel  Giles,  London; 
Lewis  Home,  London;  John  Rogers,  London;  John 
Moses  Bateson,  London ;  William  L.  Wyman,  London ; 
Herbert  Barnes,  London;  Jesse  Henry  Hall,  Louth; 
Edward  Hooper  May,  Tottenham;  Joseph  James 
Muskett,  Norfolk;  Robert  John  Sprakeling,  Canter- 
bury; Paul  Henry  Stokoc,  Peckham;  William  R. 
Hooper;  Bath;  Montague  J.  Sturges,  London; 
Frederick  Simms,  London;  Arthur  Chester,  London; 
Sergeant  John  Cooper  Norman,  Mersoa ;  William  Oliver 
Bird;  Geoffrey  Veel  Cooper,  Clifton;  William  Graham 
Dow,  London ;  Walter  Chippendale,  London ;  Frederic 
Turton,  Wolverhampton ;  C.  J.  Devonshire,  Hampton ; 

F.  Hewlett,   London;    Frank  Jackson,  Manchester  ; 

G.  Mackenzie  Bacon,  Lewes;  Christopher  Heath, 
London;  Cliarles  W.  Hatfield,  Cambridge;  Cecil 
Webster,  London ;  George  Grey,  London ;  Sydney  C. 
Courtney,  Leatherhead;  Richard  T.  J.  Catton,  Holt; 
John  Wilson,  London;  E.  G.  E.  Jeaffresbn,  Fram- 
lingham;  J.  W.  Dryland,  Newbury;  P.  W.  GoodaU, 
London;  T.  C.  Whishaw,  London;  Alexander  R. 
KiLroy,  Dalston;  John  H.  Love,  London;  Edward 
Thomas  Tylecote,  Staffordshire;  Richard  Turner, 
Lewes ;  Charles  Terry,  Northampton ;  Alfred  R. 
Waylen,  Hampstead ;  Charles  John  Fluder,  Lymington; 
Robert  Furse,  South  Molton;  D.  W.  Trimnell, 
Guernsey ;  William  Garlick,  Leeds ;  William  Newman, 
Sheffield;  Joseph  Giles,  Fiomc;  Alfred  Marshall, 
Cheltenham ;  F.  W.  Granger,  Bristol ;  Richard  Shore, 
Bangor;  James  Greatorex,  London;  Edward  Reading, 
Bucknill,  Bedford;  Charles  Hayes  Marriott,  Kibworth ; 
Edward  Long  Jacob,  Sheffield ;  David  Tudor  James, 
Liverpool;  Frederick  Thomas  Hulse,  Deal;  John 
Edward  Gross,  Woodbridge;  Francis  Thomas  Bond, 
Birmingham;  Newton  Thomas  Brigstock,  London; 
WiUiam  Carrick  Crofts,  London. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  candidates  who 
have  obtained  honours,  scholarships,  exhibitions,  medals, 
and  prizes,  in  1851  : — 

Doctor  op  Medicine. 
R.  Growse,  Guy's  Hospital — Gold  medal  for  a  Com- 
mentary on  a  case  in  medicine. 

Bachelor  op  Medicine. 
Honourt  in  Pkyniology  and  Comparative  Anatomy. — 
J.  R.  Reynolds,  University  College,  University  medical 
scholar  and  medalist;  D.  H.  Moncktcm,  King's 
CoUege,  medalist;  W.  Odling,  Guy's  Hoqiital;  £. 
A.  H.  Head,  King's  CoUege. 


Honoun  in  Surgery.^E.  A.  H.  Head,  Kin^s 
College,  University  medksal  scholar  and  medaliat;  H» 
Thompson,  U^vorsity  College,  medalist;  J.  R. 
Reynolds;  University  College;  G.  May,  King's 
College;  J.  S.  Stocker,  Guy's  Hospital. 

Honours  in  Medicine, — J.  R.  Reynolds,  University 
Collie,  University  medical  acholar  and  medalist; 
H.  Thompson,  University  College,  medalist;  E.  A.  H. 
Head,  King's  College;  J.  S.  Stocker,  Guy's  Hospital; 

Honourt  in  Midwifery, -^H,  Thompson.  Univorsity 
College. 

Honoure  in  Chemistry. — ^W.  Roberts,  University 
CoU^,  prizeman ;  H.  S.  Lambert,  Queen's  Coll^ge^ 
Birmingham. 

Honours  in  Animal  Physiology. — ^W.  Roberts, 
University  College,  prizeman ;  G.  Buchanan,  Univer- 
sity  College ;  E.  Fryi  University  College ;  J.  Beddoe, 
University  College ;  H.  C.  Oats,  University  College  ; 
J.  Rae,  University  College. 

Honottrs  in  Vegetable  Physiology  and  Strveiural 
Botany, — G.  Buchanan,  University  College,  W. 
Roberts,  University  College,  (Equal). 

First  Examination  fob  the  Degree  of  Bachelob. 
OF  Medicine. 

Honours  in  Anatomy  and  Physiology. — T.  Hillierv 
University  College,  exhibitioner  and  medalst;  J.  W. 
de  Tunzelman,  University  College,  pedalist;  W. 
Roberts,  University  College;  J.  Ekin,  University 
College;  W.  E.  Robbs,  King's  College;  J.  Ramskill, 
Guy's  Hospital;  H.V.  Carter,  St.  George's  Hospital; 
J.  N.  Winter,  Quy's  Hospital. 

Honours  in  Chemistry, — ^W.  Roberts,  University 
College,  exhibitioner  and  medalist ;  J.  Ramakill,  Guy's 
Hospital,  medalist ;  T.  Hillier,  University  College ;  J. 
W.  de  Tunzelman,  University  College ;  H.  V.  Cartor, 
St.  George's  Hospital. 

Honours  in  Materia  Medica  and  Phamuteemiieal 
Chemistry. — J.  Ramskill,  Guy's  Hospital,  exhibitioner 
and  medalist ;  J.  W.  de  Tunzelman,  University  CoU^ie, 
medalist;  T.  Hillier,  University  College;  W.  B. 
Mushet,  University  Cotlege  ;  J.  N.  Winter,  Guy's 
Hospital;  J.  Ekin,  University  CoUege;  H.  BriggSy 
University  College ;  W.  Roberts,  University  Coll^;e. 

Honours  in  Botany, — J.  W.  de  Tunzehnan,  Univer- 
sity CoUege,  medaUst;  T.  Ililier,  University  College; 
J.  Ramskill,  Guy's  Hospital;  H.  Briggs,  University 
CoUege ;  J.  N.  Winter,  Guy's  Hospital. 

Honours  in  Chemistry, — ^W.  P.  Jones^  Univerdty 
CoUege,  prizeman;  F.  T.  Bond,  Queen's  College, 
Birmingham;  T.  E.  B.  Brown,  Guy's  Hospital; 
S.  H.  Blackmore,  University  CoUege;  W.  CacteU, 
King's  College ;  J.  C.  Thorogood,  University  CoUege, 
equal;  E.  Clapton,  St.  Thomas's  Hospital;  P.  J. 
Worsley,  University  College;  C.  Wolston,  QoeeQ'a 
College,  Birmingham. 

Honours  in  Botany. — ^T.  E.  B.  Brown,  Guy's  Hos- 
pital, prizeman;  A.  W.  Bennett,  University  CoUege; 
£.  Clapton,  St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 

Honours  in  Zoology. — F.  T.  Bond,  Queen's  CoUege, 
Birmingham;  C.  Wolston,  Queen's  CoUege,  Bijr^ 
mingham ;  J.  H.  Thornton,  King's  CoUege. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

In  consequence  of  the  length  of  the  "  Draft  BiU"  we 
are  obliged  to  postpone  several  communications. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Dr.  Merei, 
Mr.  Solomon,  Dr.  Stanhope  Speers,  Oculus  Apertos. 
Birmingham  Pathological  Society,  Epidemiological 
Society,  Dr.  Oke,  Mr.  AUsop,  Medicus,  Dr.  Black. 
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Chatham  Street  School  qf  Medicine,  Mancheeter, 
By  Db.  MEREI, 

at  ik$  UmiMniiv  9f  Peatk,  CUukmiFr^ftM9r€tfth€  Dianun  tf  Children, 
andDire€ttro/tk9CkiUrm'»n0tpUalatFe$tk;  Ftllom^  the  Imptri^} 
»MUty9fMeHHnemt  Vienna,  etc. 

LBCTUEE     X. 

Special  and  specific  remedies.  Hydrochlorate  of  am- 
monia, kermeSf  ammonio-mlphate  qf  copper,  cod- 
Uver  oilf  mercury,  iodine,  anthelmentics.  External 
remedies. 

Gbntlbiien,  —  Hydrochlorate  of  Ammonia  {Sal 
ammoniac)  is  a  remedy  used  throughout  all  Germany, 
Italy,  and  Hungary,  aa  the  most  eifectiye  in  bronchitis. 
An  extensive  trial  and  obseryation  has  satisfied  me 
as  to  its  good  effects,  and  I  recommend  it  to  you 
with  full  confidence.  I  mean  in  simple  cases  of 
bronchitisy  without  acute  inflammatory  symptoms, 
(acute  pain  in  the  chest  along  with  strong  fever,'  exclud- 
ing its  good  effects),  without  great  nervous  irritability 
or  spasmodic  cough.  At  any  rate,  the  dose  must  be 
smaller  in  proportion  to^the  greater  inflammatory  or 
nervous  irritability  of  the  case,  the  former  requiring  an 
addition  of  nitrate  of  potash,  the  latter  of  tincture  of 
opium,  to  the  solution  of  the  remedy  in  question. 
Pueumonia  is  not  benefitted  by  it.  It  acts  by  pro- 
moting resolution  by  increased  action  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  and  thus  hastens  the  process  of  recovery. 
I  prescribe  it  in  the  following  way :— R.  Aquae  Destil., 
02.  ij. ;  Hydrochlor.  Ammon.,  gr.  viij. — xij. ;  Tioct. 
Opii.  Simpl.,  gtt.  ij.— iij.  -,  Extr.  Glycir.  Liquid,  dr.  iss. 
For  children  from  one  to  two  years  old,  a  teaspoonful 
every  two  or  three  hours.  For  a  child  six  years  old  I 
would  prescribe  one  scruple  of  the  salt  to  eight  ounces 
of  water,  and  two  teaspoonfuls  as  a  single  dose. 

I  beg  to  remark,  that,  according  to  what  I  expressed 
in  Lecture  VII.,  I  do  not  like  to  prescribe  this  mixture 
to  a  tender  suckling  infant,  or  where  gastric  disorder  is 
pr^nt. 

KermesmineraHoi  viz.,  sub-bisulphuretum  antimonii, 
or.  Flummer's  powder,  in  former  times  was  very  much 
uaed  in  bronchitis  or  pneumonia.  It  appears  by  the  in- 
quiries of  Professor  Skoda  of  Vienna,  confirmed  by 
myself,  that  it  is  unworthy  of  our  confidence  as  a  cura- 
tive power,  whilst  it  easily  deranges  the  stomach  of 
tender  infants,  and  as  I  have  observed  a  hundred  times, 
it  goes  out  with  the  fseces  unaltered. « 
■  AmmomO'Sulphate  of  copper  I  regard  as  the  sove- 
xeign  remedy  of  chorea.  In  the  records  of  tlie  Children's 
Hospital  at  Pesth,  there  are  177  cases  treated  witli  this 
mibstance,  170  of  which  have  been  restored  to  perfect 
hedth  'in  the  average  time  of  tw«nty*two  days,  (the 
flhortesi,  I  think  about  a  fortnight,  the  longest  forty-five 
days.)    The  others  were  cases  of  tlve  worst  kind. 

In  M*j  ti,  18IS. 


I-  have  seen  in  many  instances,  the  complication 
with  chlorosis  ancemia.  In  this  latter  case  we  may 
properly  add  to  the  mixture  of  ammonio-sulphate  of 
copper,  (as  I  will  soon  bring  it  before  you,)  a  proportion 
of- the  ethereal  tincture  of  iron  previously  mentioned.— 
R.  AquK  Month.  Pip.,  oz.  iv. ;  Ammonio-Solph.  Cupri« 
;.gr.  viii. ;  Tinct.  Opii  SiinpL,  gtt.  viii — xii. ;  Syr.  Simpl., 
oz.,  88.     M. 

In  this  way  it  will  be  possible  to  administer  large 
doses  of  the  remedy,  which  otherwise  easily  cause 
nausea,  vomiting,  gastric,  or  intestinal  pains,  and 
diarrhoea.  The  tolerance  of  it,  however,  being  4trj 
different,  I  almost  always  commence  with  one  teaspoon- 
ful as  a  single  dose,  four  or  six  times  a  day,  and  in- 
crease the  quantity  gradnally,  as  far  as  the  idiosyncrasy 
allows  it.  Many  children,  from  about  nine  to  fourteen 
years  old,  could  take  of -this  mixture  one  tablespoonful 
four  or  five  times  a  day,  or  about  four  to  six  grains  of  it, 
and  continue  this  during  some  weeks,  whilst  in  powder 
we  scarcely  succeed  with  more  than  half  a  gram  per 
dose.  When  sickness  is  produced,  we  cease  with  it  for 
one  day,  and  then  lessen  a  little  the  doses. 

Cod-liver  oil,  is  the  real  specific  of  atrophy  without 
oi^ganic  destruction,  or  a  high  degree  of  exhaustion: 
increasing  the  vegetation,  and  by  it  the  autocratic 
power,  we  easily  conceive  how,  in  many  ailments,  it 
can  become  useful  in  an  indirect  way ;  but  directly,  it 
acts  only  by  improving  the  vegetation  which  frequentl/ 
becomes  weakened  or  retarded  between  the  sixth  and 
eighteenth  month.  If  such  an  individual  be  sffecfed 
with  any  other  malady — for  instance,  with  chronic 
bronchitis,  or  atonic  diarrhoea,  scrofulous  ophthalmia, 
caries,  etc.,  the  basis  and  commencement  of  the  cure  I 
always  effect  by  cod-liver  oil,  and  in  many  cases 
accomplish  it  without  any  other  assistance. 

At  Pesth  I  have  prescribed  the  brown  quality  of  the 
oil,  (got  from  Norway,)  to  more  than  a  thousand  clii^^n 
in  the  hospital,  and  to  a  grdMer  number  besides,  in  the 
quantity  from  two  teaspoonfuls  to  two  large  tablespoon- 
fills  every  day.  Sometimes  it  caused  diarrhoea,  or  in- 
creased it  if  present.  This  circumstance  seldom  de- 
tered  us  fcom  its  use,  and  we  succeeded  in  counteracting 
it  by  an  occasional  dose  of  Dover's  powder,  or  some 
aromatic  drops,  mixed  with  tincture  of  opium,  but  still 
it  is  always  a  disagreeable  collateral  effect. 

The  English  cod-liver  oil,  which  is  white,  or  nearly 
so,  has  the  advantage  over  those  yellow  and  red-brown 
kinds,  of  being  much  less  disagreeable  to  the  taste,  and, 
as  it  seems  to  me,  mora  easily  digestible,  and  not  so 
irritating  to  the  intestines.  Concerning  the  differen'*.'? 
between  them,  it  seems  the  brown  colour  depends  partly 
upon  the  process  of  fermentation — first,  under  the  action 
of  heat  and  atmosphere ;  and,  secondly,  upon  the  boiling 
to  which  the  livers  in  Norway  are  afterwards  exposed  ; 
whilst  the  English  is  obtained  in  the  most  simple  way. 
As  far  as  I  can  judge,  I  do  not  think  the  English  has 
less  curative  power,  whilst  in  all  other  respects  it  is 
deddedfy  superior  to  that  used  in  Germany. 

Jfarevry.—Since  I  regard  it  aa  a  matter  of  fact,  ascer- 
tained  by  a  great  number  of  observations,  tbatfrequeoUy 
repeated  moderate  or  amall  doaee  of  calomel,  are  lamly 
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'to  derange  in  an  insidious  way,  the  state  and  functions 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach ,  to  cause  in 
iniants  or  young  children  even  superficial  erosions  of  it, 
that  frequently  a  more  or  less  conspicuous  dyscracy 
«r  cachexy  ensues  from  its  use,  and  finally,  that  in  some 
cases  it  has  become  evident  that  the  vegetation  of  the 
duld,  in  particular  the  process  of  ossification  has  been ' 
impaired,  I  must  regard  it  as  a  mischievous  abuse  or 
superficiality,  to  make  use  of  mercury  in  children's 
practice,  without  necessity  and  its  dear  indication .  It  is 
not  a  remedy  to  be  used  as  a  simple  and  common  pur-* 
gAtve,  and  its  antiphlogistic  and  alterative  power,  the 
latter  in  particular,  are  rather  obscure.  Nor  is  it  more 
evident  in  its  action  upon  the  lymphatic  or  absorbent 
vessels. 

Besides  the  necessity  and  efficacy  of  mercury  in  all 
primary,  and  many  secondary,  forms  of  syphilis,  I 
could  make  clear  only  the  following  effects : — Moderate 
and  full  doses  of  calomel  produce  motions  considerably 
charged  with  bile,  and  after  its  anti-syphilitio  quality^ 
in  this  we  find  its  clearest  indications,  i.e.,  to  increase 
the  secretion  of  bile.  But  as  a  simple  purgative,  or  as 
a  derivative^  intended  to  exert  in  this  way  a  beneficial 
influence  upon  the  inflamed  brain  or  lungs,  its  action 
appears  to  be  too  slow,  and  not  evidently  endowed 
with  a  special  advantage  above  liquid  purgatives.  Its 
purgative  effect  is  the  most  retarded  in  the,  case  of 
feverish  beat,  with  dryness  of  the  mucous  membranes. 

As  to  its  direct  antiphlogistic  property,  which  we 
attempt  to  realize  by  small  or  moderate  doses,  in  the 
way  of  absorption,  continued  until  the  mercurial 
symptoms  do  appear,  this  effect,  I  sincerely  confess,  is 
not  very  clear.  We  have  considered  strictly,  and  sub- 
jected to  comparative  examination,  a  great  number 
of  cases  of  acute  inflammations,  partly  treated  with 
mercury,  (internally  and  by  inunction,)  and  partly  with 
other  remedies,  and  the  conclusion  was,  that  it  does  not 
iBvail  against  the  most  aciift  parenchymatous  inflamma- 
tions of  the  brain,  throat,  or  lungs,  the  least  of  all  in 
infants  or  young  children,  in  whom  these  inflammations 
run  with  so  extreme  a  rapidity  towards  their  issue,  that 
a  treatment  by  mercury,  which  acts  slowly  in  proportion 
to  their  course,  is  but  a  dangerous  loss  of  time.  Twelve 
hours  are  already  a  long  time  in  these  affections,  and  it 
will  scarcely  be  possible  in  that  time  to  produce  mer- 
curial dyscrasy  and  fever,  from  which  a  powerful 
antiphlogistic  effect,  so  necessary  in  those  affections, 
might  be  expected.  On  the  contrary,  it  seemed  to  me 
in  a  great  many  cases,  thai  in  a  slow  or  a  moderate 
course  of  serous  inflammation-^fixed  in  the  pleura, 
pericardium,  abdominal  and  intestinal  peritoneum,  or 
in  the  articulations — there  is  some  reason  for  recom- 
mending calomel.  If,  then,  transudation  has  already 
taken  place,  (in  order  to  promote  absorption,)  I  advise 
you,  besides  the  internal  use  of  calomel,  to  practise  at 
once  one  generous  inunction,  (from  half  a  drachm  to 
two  drachms,)  with  the  strong  mercurial  ointment,  in 
order  to  induce  nurcurial/ufer.  Some  striking  effects  of 
the  kind  which  I  have  witnessed,  have  been  produced  in 
this  way,  by  reaction  and  crisis,  with  profuse  perspiration 
coniecattve  to  it.    I  have,  however,  never  observed  the 


absorption  qf  the  hydroeephaOe  liquid,  (when  mani- 
fested by  the  unequivocal  symptoms  of  preasure,)  under 
the  use  Of  mercury.  In  chronic  hydrocephalus  I  found 
it  to  be  rather  mischievous. 

My  experience  speaks  decidedly  against  the  nae  oi 
mercury  in  infants  or  children  who  are  weak,  caohactie, 
or  much  subjected  to  derangement  of  the  mooons 
membnmes ;  these  mre  the  veiy  eowUerindi^aikms  rf 
mercury,  to  which  I  feel  compiled  to  add  m  devdoped 
scrofulous  constitution.  It  is  a  deception  if  one  states 
he  has  resolved  a  scrofulous  infiltration  of  the  abdominal 
glands  by  the  use  of  mercury.  These  glands  are  not 
easily  diagnosticated,  and  the  external  glands,  of  ft 
decidedly  scrofulous  character,  have  not  yielded,  aa  fer 
as  I  could  see,  to  mercurial  treatment. 

I  content  myself  with  these  few  remarks  upon 
mercury,  to  which  I  could  add  many  others.  Children 
are  much  less  liable  to  salivation  than  adult  patientSp 
perhaps  because  their  skin  is  more  active,  but  still  I 
have  seen  many  distressing  cases  of  mercurial  cachexy 
in  the  early  periods  of  life. 

The  mercurial  disease  is,  I  may  say,  chemically 
removeable  by  a  welKmanagod  treatment  witii  iodide  of 
potassium,  dissolved,'  and  administered  with  a  large 
quantity  of  water. 

lodiiie,  a  remedy  which,  I  believe,  we  may  jostiy 
call  anti'dyscrasic,  viz.,  which  has  the  effect  of  pro- 
moting directly  the  depuration  of  the  organic  liquids 
from  some  dyscrasic  elements.  I  am  far  from  saying 
it  is  a  general  anti-dyscrasic,  nor  can  I  approve  of  liie 
name  of  anti-scrofulous,  as  applied  to  it,  scrofelons 
"being  still  a  very  vague,"  not  to  say  snperfidai 
expression.  But  I  can  state  the  fact,  that  I  have  seen 
improvef  under  its  use,  f »  a  proportionally  short  time, 
some  hundreds  of  cases  with  different  complaints* 
which  we  usually  call  scrofulous,  and  above  all,  those 
characterized  by  impetiginous  or  eczemato-impetiginons 
eruptions  over  the  skin,  the  improvement  or  cure  having 
been  effected  in  the  wards  of  the  childlvn's  hospital, 
tcithout  the  influence  qf  change  qf  mr  or  baths,  the 
usual  assistants  of  antimonial  and  other  remedies, 
regarded'  as  anti-scrofulous,  but  which,  in  the  hospital 
of  Pesth,  without  those  assistants,  did  dearly  appear 
inefficacious.  I  beg  to  state,  that  if  remedies  would 
be  subjected  to  similar  trials  in  large  hospitals, 
as  we  perform  them  in  Pesth,  with  iodine  and  acme 
other  substances,  by  and  by  the  number  of  pharma- 
cological fallacies  would  become  reduced.  If  any  one 
should  ask  me-,  in  what  manner  iodine  acts  as  anti- 
dyscrasic,  I  am  not  perfectly  sure  how  to  answer.  It 
acts,  evidently,  in  a  stimulant  way  upon  the  mucous 
membranes,  the  kidneys,  and  upon  the  liver.  The 
latter  action  has  not  been  duly  noticed,  though  I  can 
assure  you  that  almost  all  bilious,  or  what  they  call 
hepatic  constitutions,  are  most  disagreeably  affected  ev^ 
by  small  doses  of  iodine,  so  that  these  temperaments 
are  seldom  allowed  to  pass  even  through  a  mild  course  of 
iodide  of  potassium.  Dyspepsy,  for  bilious  vomiting, 
is  a^firequent  effect,  but  I  never  observed  bilious 
diarrhoea.  The  most  obvious  effect  of  it,  however,  is 
to  produce  irritation  in  the  mucous  of  the  eyes  and  tiie 
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nose  connected;  in  higher  depneei,  with  fever  and 
faeadadie,  it  acts  decidedly  upon  the  nrinirj  ^pparatos, 
oommonly  incraasing  the  secretion  of  nrine,  hy  which 
more  or  less  of  it  b  again  carried  ont  of  the  body.  Its 
action  upon  the  skin  is  the  latest,  and  appears  as  con- 
ieentive  to  its  stunalant  action  npon  the  macons  mem- 
branes. Iodine  lever  resembles  catarrhal  fever,  and  is 
fteqaently  followed  by  perspiration.  Salivation,  and 
some  other  effects  of  it,  are  less  constant  and  important. 

In  some-  individuals,  bat  very  seldom  in  yonng 
4diildren,  we  have  observed  a  slight  diminution  of  the 
testes ;  in  0ome  ladies  the  glandola  mammaria  has  been 
'diminished.  These  effects  will  sooner  happen  under 
dong  oontinoed  small  doses  than  under  large  ones,  when 
they  will  ezdte  febrile  reaction. 

I  have  observed  that  the  more  there  was  of  iodine 
fever,  with  consequent  crisis,  the  more  evident  was  the 
«nti*dyBarssic  effect  of  this  remedy. 

In  the  clinical  case-book  of  the  children's  hospital 
of  Pesth  there  is  a  considerable  number  of  different 
affections  of  bones,,  of  one  or  more  years'  standing,  in 
flcrofnlo-impetiginous  children*  which,  under  the  'phe- 
nomena of  iodine-reaction,  have  been  cured  in  the 
sliott  time  of  one  to  three  months. 

After  all  that  I  have  seen,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
'4mii'dy9eraric  aciion  qf  iodine  it  not  a  directly  chemieai 
one,  like  thai  of  iron  in  ehloroeie,  buiappean  to  depend 
igfom  produeinff  a  eort  qf  ditturiance,  the  reaction  upon 
which  is,  followed  hy  the  curative  qffect.  From  this  it 
.  seems  to  follow  that  whilst  in  chlorosis  we  must  give 
iron  in  frequently-repeated  small  doses,  iodine  must  be 
administered  in  the  opposite  way,  Many  cases,  how- 
«ver»  may  be  improved  or  cured  without  fever.  Fever 
has  also  its  minimum  in  the  body,  which  is  scarcely 
perceptible. 

From  the  above  statements  it  results  that  iodine,  in 
4>rder  to  become  a  strong  curative  power,  requires  a 
-constitution  fit  for  its  reception  and  reaction  upon  it. 
liow>  full,  phlegmatic,  or  lymphatic  constitutions  bear 
it  the  best,  the  nervous  less,  the  bilious  the  least  of  all. 
Atrophy  and  anasmia  must  be  removed  before  we  com- 
mence with  iodine.  And  wh^  we  consider  that 
atrophy*is  the  most  direct  indication  for  cod-liver  oil, 
emd  the  most  direct  counterindication  for  iodine,  it 
becomes  dear  that  these  remedies  act  in  an  opposite 
way,  and  that  cod-liver  oil  owes  not  its  effects  to  its 
infinitessimal  part  of  iodine. 

Now,  I  should  feel  very  glad  were  I  able  to  point  out 
to  you  and  describe  more  exactly  the  cases  in  which  yon 
may  expect  advantages  from  iodine.  But,  without 
having  before  us  the  patients,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
■give  you  exact  directions. 

Comparatively  full  phlegmatic  constitution^,  affected 
with  eczema-impetiginosum,  or  even  with  caries,  sup- 
ported, in  general,  the  strongest  iodine  treatment,  and 
had  the  best  results  of  it.  This  is  one  of  the  best 
resolts  we  had  in  the  Children's  Hospital  with  that 
vemedy.  On  the  contrary,  pmrigo,  impetigo,  achor, 
inpus,  scrofulous,  or  tuberculous  infiltration  of  the 
^^ands,  do  not  yield  to  the  iodine  treatment.  Catanrho- 
jcrofnlons  ooiqunotivitia  alao  excludes  the  use  of  iodine, 


because  under  its  action  the  inflammatory  character 
of  this  affection  almost  constantly  increases  long  before 
an  anti-dyscrasic  effect  could  be  obtained.  On  the 
contrary,  I  frequently  succeeded  with  it  in  torpid  forma 
of  swelling  of  the  meibomian  glands. 

If  a  dyscrasic  local  affection,  which  we  think  proper 
to  be  successfully  treated  with  iodine,  does  occur  in  an 
emaciated  child^  we  must,  before  its  use,  improve  the 
consfitution  with  cod-liver  oil ;  if  the  subject  is  annmic 
a  course  of  iron  must  precede.  In  children  of  a 
nervous  temperament,  or  where  we  encounter  a  great 
disposition  to  catarrhal  irritation  of  the  intestines,  we 
assist  the  iodine  treatment  with  opium  or  Dover's 
powders. 


CA8B  OF 

LAEGE    SINGLE    OVARIAN    CYST, 

TREATED  8UCCE8SFULLT  BT  OFEKATION. 

.  Bt  D.  HOADLEY  GABB,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.E., 
Hastings. 

Thb  following  case  presents  many  pointa  of  interest. 
At  the  time  the  operation  was  performed,  it  was  con- 
sidered impossible  the  woman  could  long  have  survived, 
^f  the  plan  of  repeated  tappings  had  been  adopted.  The 
operation  performed  was  a  modification  of  that  proposed 
by  Mr.  Bainbrigge  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Brown,  but  the 
external  opening  was  made  lower  down  than  has  hitherto 
been  attempted,  to  facilitate  the  exit  of  the  discharge, 
and  to'  prevent  the  bagging  of  the  cyst  below  the  ex- 
ternal aperture. 

Mrs.  L.,  aged  32  years,  tall  and  slight,  haa  been 
married  seven  years,  has  had  three  children  and  aborted 
twice;  has  never  been  strong,  though  enjoying  tolerable 
health;  she  suffered  occasionally,  about  ten  years  ago, 
much  pain  in  the  left  side,  over  the  region  of  the 
descending  colon  but  does  not  remember  if  it  was  worse 
during  the  catamenia ;  menstruation  natural  up  to  her 
marriage.  Had  a  lingering  labour  with  her  first  child 
five  years  ago,  and  since  then  has  been  more  weakly, 
but  had  nothing  particular  to  complain  of.  Was  con- 
fined again  in  1849,  and  had  a  good  time ;  she  remarked, 
however,  that  she  did  not  regain  her  natural  size;  health 
much  as  usual.  Her  last  child  was  born  in- January, 
1851;  labour  natural;  after  which  she  so  rapidly  in- 
creased in  size  that  it  was  necessary  to  tap  her  in 
March,  and  twelve  quarts  of  clear  and  highly  albu- 
minous fluid  were  removed ;  recovered  quickly.  •  She 
again  consulted  me  in  October,  being  much  distressed 
by  the  reaccumdlation  of  the  fluid. 

Dr.  Tyler  Smith  saw  her  on  the  27th  of  that  month, 
and  it  was  agreed  if,  on  a  careful  examination,  all  the 
other  internal  organs  were  found  to  be  normal*  to  per- 
form the  operation  recorded. 

Preeent  8tate,^Extteme  emsciation,  the  nipple  was 
apparently  the  only  portion  of  the  mammse  remaining; 
thoracic  viscera  healthy;  urine  slightly  albuminoua, 
probably  from  the  pressure  the  kidneys  were  subject  to  t 
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mtwiMJIy  and  per  Taginam,  the  tmnour,  (is  wbich 
flaotaalioa  was  peonliarij  dutinct,)  oconpud  the  left 
aide.  The  faitamenial  ditdiaiige  ( whii^h  had  joat  occurred) 
haa  been  regular  once  Febmary,  when  she  weaned  her 
infiut ;  she  has  alw^s  remarked  that  after  eadt  period 
ahe  has  got  more  rapidly  larger. 

On  November  3rd,  at  deven  a.m.,  the  following 
operation  was  performed  under  the  influence  of  chloro- 
form, and  with  the  assiataaoe  of  Dr.  Tyler  Smith,  Dt. 
Steavenson,  and  Mr.  Ranking: — A  vertieal  indsion, 
about  three  inches  long,  was  made  over  ^he  lowest  por- 
tion of  the  tnmonr  on  the  left  side,  a  little  external  to 
midway  between  the  anterior  superior  spinous  process 
of  the  ileum  and  pubes  and  extending  nearly  as  low 
as  Poupaifl  ligament.  The  integuments  and  fascia 
were  cut  through  and  the  muscle  carefiilly  divided,  until 
the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum  was  opened.  The  sac, 
(the  walls  of  which  were  very  .thin)  then  came  into 
view,  six  ligatures  were  passed  through  it  and  the  rectus, 
attaching  it  closely  to  that  muscle,  the  fluid  was  then 
removed  by  puncturing  the  sac  with  a  large  trocar, 
and  the  operation  was  concluded  by  passing  a  piece  of 
oiled  lint  into  the  sac  to  prevent  union  and  to  allow 
any  secretion  to  escape,  and  then  bringing  the  edges  of 
the  external  wound  together  with  sutures,  excepting 
the  part  left  for  the  plug  just  mentioned.  She  bore 
the  operation  well.^Nine,  p.m.  Very  comfortable  and 
cheerful ',  pulse  quiet.  .  Gave  an  anodyne  draught. 

4th. — Passed  a  good  night;  very  oomfortabk;  i\p 
febrile  excitement. 

5Ui.— Going  on  well. 

6th. — So  comfortable  that  I  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  remove  the  dressing. 

7th. — Wound  healing  by  first  intention ;  no  discharge. 

8th.— Passed  a  bad  night;  pulse  120;  skin  hot; 
troubled  much  by  flatulence  and  sickness^  which  she 
generally  suffers  from  after  her  confinements;  no 
tenderness  of  the  abdomen  on  pressure,  but  a  little 
distended ;  bowels  open ;  no  discharge  from  the  wound. 

9th. — Removed  the  plug  out  of  the  sac,  and  about  a 
pint  of  clear  but  offensive  serum  ran  out;  wound, 
excepting  the  part  kept  open  by  the  plug,  nearly  well. 
Hie  only  thing  she  complains  of  is  the  distress  firom 
the  flatulence,  which  was  removed  bycompoimd  gal- 
banum  pill. 

10th. — Slight  tenderness  on  pressure  from  perito- 
nitis; sickness;  pulse  120.  Ordered  mercury  and 
opium  frictions.    No  discharge  from  the  wound. 

11. — ^Mucfa  the  same ;  abdomen  tympanitic  ;  sickness 
still  troublesome ;  no  discharge;  from  the  flaccidity  of 
tiie 'abdominal  parietes  the  wound  is  vi^ular;  on 
removing  the  dressing  an  immense  quantity  of  highly- 
offensive  gas  escaped,  and  about  a  pint  of  serum 
with  flakes  of  pus ;  the  silver  probe  was  turned  black 
by  the  secretion ;  felt  much  relieved. 

I2th.— Comfortable. 

14th. — Feels  much  better ;  wound  discharging  freely ; 
fluid  of  the  same  character,  though  less  effusive.  | 

16tih.-*Going  on  well;  tenderness  gone;  about  a  ; 
teacupful  and  a  half  of  healthy  pus  comes  away  in  the 
twettty.fbur  hours.  I 


From  this  date  Ae  has  progressed  saHsfactoiily,  the 
seeretion^  varying  from  half  to  a  tmenpfvX  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours.  She  has  ket  flesh  oonnderably  since  Ifae^ 
operation. 

Deeember  31  et.— Down  stairs;  is  gaining  flesh; 
weighed  eighty-five  pounds  and  a  half;  discharge  about 
two  tablespoonfhls  daily. 

February  &th.— Has  been  out  for  a  walk  in  the 
garden;  weighed  eighty-nine  pounds  and  a  quarter; 
about  a  teaspoonful  of  discharge. 

March  11th.— Sutures  not  come  away ;  dischaige  the 
same;  the  probe  will  only  pass  downwards,  backwards, 
and  inwards ;  the  sore  is  contracted  seemingly  to  a^ 
very  small  size.  The  catamenia  had  not  appeared  since 
the  operation.  On  examination  per  vaginam  notfain|^ 
abnormal  can  be  detected.  The  urine  shows  no  traces 
of  albumen. 

22nd. — Weighed  ninety-one  pounds  and  three- 
quarters.  Since  this  date  she  has  steadily  oontinned 
to  improve,  and  can  now  take  a  good  walk. 

At  the  request  of  Dr.  Tyler  Smitii  a  microscopical 
examination  of  the  blood,  of  the  fluid  which  came  away 
when  the  sac  was  first  opened,  and  of  the  fluid  whid& 
came  away  at  the  close  of  the  examination^  was  made 
by  Dr.  Handfield  Jones.  The  following  is  the  micro- 
scopical report  made  by  Dr.  Handfield  Jones : — 

1.  "The  serum  wais   deeply  red  tinged,  contained 
fewer  blood  globules  than  .healthy  blood,  and  they  were  * 
also  apparently  feebly  formed  and  less  coloured  than. 
natural ;  there  were  many  white  or  lymph  globules,  and 
some  granular  films  of  fibrin. 

2.  ''The  first-drawn  fluid  contained  multitudes  of 
small  vesicles,  bearing  on  their  walls  opaque  refracting 
granules,  in  number  from  six  to  one.  I  tlunk  these 
were  altered  blood  globules,  they  were  about  that  sixe 
and  had  much  the  appearance  that  blood  globules, 
when  roughly  treated,  sometimes  put  on ;  their  mem- 
brane was  often  distinct,  enclosing  a  pale  fluid.  Along 
with  these  there  were  a  very  few  imperfect  granule  cells 
and  many  tablets  of  cholesterine ;  the  fluid  itself  was 
decidedly  coagulated  by  nitrie  acid,  but  did  not  form  a 
very  bulky  coagulum. 

3.  ''  The  last-drawn  fluid  contained  a  few  small  flakes 
of  whitish  aspect ;  it  was  similar  to  the  above,  contaui- 
ing  altered  blood  globules.  I  suppose  them  to  be  in 
abundance,  and  also  cholesterine.  The  flakes  conasted 
of  largish  granules  apposed  together  like  the  bricks  in  » 
mosaic  pavement ;  they  were  perhaps  the  remains  of  aa 
altered  epithelium.  Fat  vesicles  and  cholesterine,  were 
mingled  with  them. 

**  All  this  seems  to  indicate  a  low  condition  of  vital 
power." 

April  16th,  1852. — Upwards  of  five  months  have 
now  elapsed  since  the  operation  described  above  wa» 
performed,  and  the  subject  of  it  has  steadily  improved 
during  that  time.  She  was  not  weighed  until  she  began 
to  improve,  but  though  a  taQ  woman,  her  weight  ins 
only,  when  it  was  first  taken,  eigfaty.five  pounds  and 
a  half.    She  had  in  three  months  mcreased  five  pounds. 
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4nd  a  quarter.  The  comparison  between  the  opera- 
'tion  described  and  tapping,  appears  fkvonrable  to 
the  former.  Between  the  first  tapping  hi  March, 
1851,  and  the  time  when  she  would  have  required  tapping 
A  second  time,  viz.,  in  November  of  the  same  year, 
•eight  months  elapsed.  Upwards  of  five  months  have 
elapsed  since  the  operatbn,  and  her  disease  has  received 
41  most  decided  check.  The  probability  is,  that  had  she 
been  tapped  in  November,  the  sac  would  ere  this  have 
refilled.  The  loss  from  suppuration  through  the 
opening  into  the  ovarium  is  evidently  less  than  the 
Iocs  from  the  flowing  of  albumen  and  other  elements  of 
the  blood  into  the  sac.  Under  the  one  the  patient 
ateadily  proceeded  in  emaciation ;  under  the  other,  she 
has  gained  flesh  and  strength.  Bat  the  future  pro- 
gress of  the  case  will  require  to  be  recorded. 


REMARKS 

ON 

SOME    POINTS    CONNECTED   WITH 

LITHOTOMY. 

By  ABRAHAM  WOOD,  Esq.,  Rochd\lk. 


Though  without  practical  value  or  application,  the 
-following  fact  may,  as  a  curiosity,  deserve  to  be  re- 
<»rded: — 

In  operating  for  stone  on  a  boy,  ten  years  of  age, 
who  had  suffered  from  the  complaint  four  or  five  years, 
I  removed  with  the  forceps,  first  a  calculus  of  the  mul- 
berry kind,  about  the  size  of  a  small  hazel  nut,  and  then, 
with  the  scoop  and  my  fore  finger,  another  of  the  same 
character,  of  an  oblong  shape,  about  the  thickness  of 
a  tobacco  pipe,  an  inch  and  a  half  long,  and  at  one  end 
bulging  out  to  a  size,  nearly  equal  to  the  other  stone. 

It  was  broken  in  the  extraction  close  to  this  bulb, 
•and  in  examining  the  broken  part,  was  found  to  have  a 
eommon-sized  brass  pin  for  its  nucleus,  the  point  of  the 
pin  lying  in  the  bulbous  end  of  the  stone. 

The  only  question  of  any  interest  connected  with 
"the  case,  is — How  the  pin  got  into  the  bladder  ?  The 
boy  denies  all  knowledge  whatever  of  it,  and  it  seems  to 
me  most  probable  that  it  was  swallowed,  passed  through 
the  stomach  and  intestinal  canal  safely,  till  it  arrived 
in  the  rectum,  where,  getting  its  point  entangled  in  the 
coats  of  the  bowel,  it  at  length  penetrated  them,  and 
ultimately,  by  puncture  and  progressive  absorption, 
found  its  way  into  the  bladder.  It  is  not  unlikely, 
from  the  much  greater  amount  of  deposit  around  the 
point  of  the  pin,  that  it  entered  the  bladder  a  consider- 
able time  before  the  remainder,  and  this  deposit 
continually  accumulating,  may  possibly  have  assisted  it 
in  making  its  way,  as  well  as  acted  as  a  valve  in  pre- 
yenting  the  escape  of  urine  into  the  loose  textures  of 
tbe  neighbourhood.  Another  supposition  is,  that  tlie 
boy  might  have  passed  it  as  far  as  he  could  down  the 
urethra,  and  that  it  may  in  this  manner  have  found  its 
way  into  the  bladder.  I  presume,  however,  that  were 
tfaifl  explanation  admitted,  it  could  not  possibly  have 


made  the  turn  under  the  arch  of  the  pubes,  but  mnit 
have  penetrated  the  side  of  the  urethra,  and  found  its 
way  into  the  bladder  in  the  manner  I  have  supposed  it 
did  fircm  the  rectum. 

In  this  case,  as  well  as  in  one  a  few  weeks  before,  ina 
child  about  three  years  old,  chloroform  was  administered, 
and  with  most  satisfkotory  results.  The  effect  in  both 
instances  was  complete,  and  the  state  of  the  patienti 
during  the  operation — in  its  perfect  quiet  and  stillnesi^* 
contrasted  most  favourably  with  what  it  would  have 
been  without  if.  In  children,  especially,  whom  it  is  next 
to  impossible  to  keep  from  struggling  and  wriggling 
about,  it  is  to  the  operator  invaluable,  and  let  us  not 
forget  the  sufferings  it  saves  our  little  patients.  It  may 
be  truly  s&id  of  it  as  Portia  does  of  mercy — 

"ItistwiMblMi'd; 
It  Uesaeth  him  that  giTn,  uid  hia  that  takei." 

The  only  drawback  is  in  its  occasionally  &tal 
effects.  As  far  as  my  recollection  serves  me  in  all 
those  cases  in  which  chloroform  has  proved  &tal,  it 
has  done  so  immediately,  and  never  after  long-con- 
tinued inhalation.  It  seems  to  be  from  the  sudden 
shock  given  to  &e  nervous  system,  and  this  is  per- 
fectly consistent  with  the  operation  of  other  poisons 
of  a  sedative  character.  Let  them  be  given  in  small 
doses  at  first,  and  gradually  increased,  and  the  patient 
will  be  brought  to  bear  with  impunity  an  amount 
of  effect  which  would,  if  produced  suddenly,  be  highly 
dangerous.  In  Mr.  Clement's  case  at  Shrewsbury, 
in  that  of  a  gentleman  from  the  country,  under  the 
hands  of  a  dentist  in  London,  and  the  one  at  St. 
Bartholomew's  a  few  weeks  since,  death  was  aU  but 
instantaneous.  In  these  cases,  as  well  as  in  many 
others  followed  by  a  like  result,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  that  every  precaution  was  taken  previously,  and 
every  cautions  means  used  when  symptoms  of  danger 
showed  themselves.  Might  it  not^  therefore,  be  ad- 
visable to  administer  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  pure  ' 
chloroform  and  spirits  of  wine,  say  for  a  minute.  If 
this  produce  the  desired  amount  of  insensibility,  well 
and  good ;  if  not,  as  is  most  probable,  another  portion 
of  three  parts  chloroform  and  one  of  spirit,  for  another 
minute ;  and  if  this  iail,  chloroform  in  its  full  strength. 
By  marking  the  first  mixture  No.  1 ,  the  others  Nos.  2 
and  3,  it  would  be  a  very  simple  proceeding,  and  with 
frequently-occurring  fatal  cases  before  us,  is  surely 
worth  a  trial.  There  may  be  something  also  in  ibe 
mode  of  its  administration.  I  have  seen  a  variety 
of  ingenious  contrivances  for  this  purpose,  some  of 
which  have  answered  very  well,  but  I  have  often  given 
it  and  seen  it  given  by  others,  poured  on  a  pocket 
handkerchief,  and  brought  by  degreet  to  the  patient's 
mouth  and  nostrils,  and  this  simple  plan  has  never 
failed.  I  like  it,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  next  to 
impossible  by  it  to  produce  a  too  sudden  effect. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  advantages  which  it  afforda 
to  an  operator,  I  regret  to  have  to  state  that  in  the  case 
I  have  related  the  rectum  was  wounded.  I  had  no  idea 
of  it  at  the  time,  nor  were  any  of  the  gentlemen 
present  aware  of  it,  a  proof  that  due  care  had  been 
taken  to  empty  the  bowel ;  and  it  was  not  till  three  or 


DR.  SPEER  ON  THE  LIFE  OF  THE  BLOOD. 


four  days  after  that  the  escape  of  ^tns  and  fnces 
tfaioogh  the  wound  showed  unmistakeably  the  mischief 
whidi  had  been  done.  On  referring  to  the  authorities 
for  the  best  mode  of  prooeeding  in  such  a  dilemma.  I 
fonnd  them  somewhat  oontradictoiy.  Desanlt's  advice 
is  immediately  to  dinde  the  rest  of  the  gut  down  to 
the  anns ;  and  Liston  says : — **  The  earlier  the  sphineter 
of  the  anus  is^  divided,  as  for  the  cure  of  the  complete 
fistula  in  ano,  the  better  will  be  the  patient's  chancs  ^ 
beiDg  freed  from  the  anncfyance."*  On  the  other  h^d, 
Mr.  S.  Cooper  was  of  opinion  that  Desault's  advice 
"is  entirely  erroneous,  as  numeroas  instances  have 
proved  that  the  wound  may  heal  up  very  well  withomt 
anything  of  this  kind  being  done.  1  know  of  a  recent 
example  in  which  the  rectum  was  wounded  with  a 
lithotomy  knife ;  but  the  cut  in  the  bowel  healed  up  of 
itself,  and  never  gave  any  trouble."t  Still  later  writers, 
Fergusson  and  Coalson,  are  wholly  silent  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  felt  the  more  anxious,  from  having  been  present 
at  an  operation  on  a  child  of  about  the  same  age  as  my 
patient,  thirty  years  ago,  when  the  same  accident 
occurred,  and  the  boy  for  many  years  suffered  piuch 
inconvenience  from  the  involuntary  escape  of  fascal 
matter  from  the  urethra,  and  pain  and  tenesmus  from 
the  presence  of  urine  in  the  rectum. 

Finding  on  the  twdfth  day  that  the  faeces  passed 
wholly  by  the  wourtd  and  by  the  urethra,  and  that  the 
wound  was  assuming  an  irritable  and  unhealthy  look, 
I  divided  the  sphincter  by  passing  a  bistoury  from  the 
nearest  point  of  the  wound  in  the  perinea m  on  to  my 
finger  in  the  bowel.  The  part  divided  was  very 
slight,  the  wound  into  the  rectum  being  near  the  anus. 
After  this  I  had  no  further  trouble,  the  parts  healing, 
and  resuming  their  natural  functions  veiy  satisfactorily. 

Rochdale,  April  21,  1852. 


THE 

LIFE  OF  THE  BLOOD,  AS  VIEWBD  IN 
THE  LIGHT  OF  POPULAR  BELIEF. 

TftOV 

NOTBS  OP  AN  INTRODUCTORY  LECTURI  nXLlVCftBO 
BY  TBB  P&OFBSSOR  OF  GBNXRAL  PATHOLOGY  IN  TH>B 
PACtlLTY  OP  MBDICINB  OP  MOMTPBLLlBll. 

By   stanhope  TEMPLEMAN   SPEEB,    M.'d., 
Cbbltbnham. 


In  considering  this  subject,  viz.,  the  blood  and  the 
life  which  animates  it,  I  omit  for  the  present  all  allusion 
to  any  organic  demonstration  of  the  iact,  dwelling 
simply  upon  a  proof,  always  misunderstood,  though 
self-evident  and  never  investigated,  albeit  peremptory. 
This  proof  I  shall  deduce  from  popular  belief.*.  In 
medicine  it  unfortunately  happens  that  this  species  of 
evidence  is  too  rouoh  neglected ;  and  yet  there  is  no 
sdenoe  upon  which  it  is  capable  of  throwing  so  much 
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Hght.  On  the  blood  itself  volumes  have  been  written  ; 
its  vitality  has  been  sharply  contested ;  some  have  gone  so 
far  as  to  deny  it  m  toto,  Borden  was  the  first  to  ndse 
his  voice  against  those  who  harboured  the  doubt.  He 
alone  it  was  who  viewed  the  question  in  its  true  light 
and  in  its  varied  aspects.  In  treating  of  it  he  has  left 
the  inimitable  impress  by  which  we  recognize  the 
master  thinker;  for  no  writer  upon  the  blood  has 
exhibited  so  much  genius  and  so  little  pretension ;  and 
his  **  Analyse  M^dicinale  dn  Sang  "  may  be  considered 
as  a  storehouse  of  ideas,  profound,  ingenious,  and 
original.  But  among  the  proofs  adduced  by  Borden  in 
favour  of  the  "  Life  of  the  Blood,"  that  which  I  pur- 
pose to  consider  has  been  passed  over  unnoticed.  In 
the  investigation,  however,  of  any  given  subject  the 
science  of  medicine  should  accept  evidence  everywhere 
and  from  everything.  Is  it  not  the  history  of  humao 
existence  ?  .  In  truth,  of  all  sciences,  that  of  medicine 
is  the  most  extensive,  embracing,  as  it  does,  man,  in 
the  fullest  acceptance  of  the  word;  his  organization,  as 
well  as  his  capabilities  ;  his  development  and  his  neces- 
sities ;  the  powers  of  his  mind,  and  the  changes  wrought 
upon  him  through  the  influence  of  external  agents; 
the  works  be  undertakes,  the  habits  he  acquires,  tiie 
passions  he  exhibits,  the  manners  ho  adopts,  and  the 
belief  he  entertains. 

Now,  we  know  that  popular  belief  has  always  testis 
fied  that  the  blood  was  at  once  the  receptacle  and  pro- 
pagator of  the  life.  I  purpose,  then,  to  investigate  thia 
belief— to  exact  an  accurate  reason  for  its  existence  ; 
for  if  it  really  exists  there  must  be  some  grounds  for 
such  existence;  and  the  promotion  of  an  instinctiTe 
fact  to  the  rank  of  one  supported  by  mature  reasoning, 
may  be  truly  regarded  as  the  highest  mission  of  the 
medical  philosopher.  What,  then,  is  the  foundation 
upon  which  popular  belief  usually  stands  ?  Under  this 
head  we  arc  forced  to  combine  facts  bearing  no  apparent 
relationship,  prejudices  and  trustworthy  opinions,  ite» 
voicing  practices  and  rites  (whether  civil  or  religious) 
eminently  useful  and  worthy  of  preservation.  A  people, 
like  one  individual,  leaves  its  imprint  upon  all  it  touches; 
its  seal  is  found  upon  its  acts  ;  but  as  such  acts  derive 
their  origin  from  a  previous  belief,  to  consult  such 
belief  is  at  once  to  address  ourselves  to  its  very 
existence.  Much  difficulty  here  presents  itself  in  tbo 
choice  of  a  plan  by  which  the  mass  of  diversified  and 
incoherent  facts  bearing  upon  this  Subject  may  be  made 
to  assume  an  uniform  but  comprehensive  whole;  the 
first  obje<'.t  being  to  seize  upon  that  centre  or  centres 
around  which  popular  opinions  naturally  group  them- 
selves. 

The*  ties  of  blood  have  at  all  epochs  appeared  to  form 
the  most  inevitable  and  indissoluble  of  bonds.  The 
idea  which  they  express  regulates  all  the  relationships, 
both  of  the  family  circle  and  of  society  at  large.  It  is 
probable,  indeed,  that  in  it  we  may  see  that  secret  chain 
which  mysteriously  connects  together  the  whole  human 
race.  A  chain,  powerful  as  it  is  invisible;  attaching 
without  violence,  binding  without  restraining,  inculcating 
union  without  authority,  of  which  the  precepts  are  im- 
pulsions, the  laws  invincible  instincts,  and  which,  whfle 
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existing  within  and  reacting  upon  us,  guides  and  directs 
man,  independent  of  Voluntary  participation. 

To  imitate  these  ties  of  blood,  or  to  draw  them  niorcj 
closely  together,  much  pains  have  ever  and  anon  been 
taken,  and  artificial  consanguinity,  in  default  of  that 
of  nature,  has  appeared  an  indissoluble  link.  A  suffi- 
cient proof  of  this  assertion  is  to  be  found  in  the 
history  of  the  passions,  those  beacons  of  vitality  and 
self-consciousness. 

To  the  instinct  of  the  passions,  then,  has  the  blood 
at  various  periods  been  rendered  subservient ;  and  the 
most  horrible  denunciations  of  vengeance  on  the  one 
hand,  anct  the  most  tender  vows  of  friendship  or  love 
on  the  other,  have  often  assumed  the  blood  to  be  the 
type  of  the  object  sworn  to. 

By  a  refinement  of  ferocity  Cataline  presented  to  the 
conspirators  a  cup  filled  with  blood  j— they  drank  of  it, 
-and  bound  themselves  by  a  fearful  oath.  But  this 
is  no  solitary  instance;  Herodotus,  Plato,  Tacitus, 
and  Valerius  Mazimus,  in  describing  the  manners  of 
the  ancients,  attest  the  frequency  of  this  procedure. 
Equally  terrible  is  the  description  given  by  CEschyliis 
relative  to  the  oath  of  the  seven  chiefs  before  Thebes, 
when  standing  around  a  dying  bull  they  plunge  simul- 
taneously their  hands  in  its  flowing  blood,  (emblematical 
of  ebbing  life,)  and  swear  by  Mars  and  Bellona  to  be 
revenged. 

Again,  we  have  an  antithesis  to  the  above  in  the  part 
which  the  blood  is  made  to  perform  in  the  oath  of 
mutual  affection  taken  by  the  Scythians.  The  following 
is  their  own  version,  as  related  by  Lucian : — "  When 
(say  they)  we  wish  to  swear  a  mutual  friendship,  we 
each  prick  the  point  of  the  finger,  and  receive  the  blood 
in  the  same  cup ;  we  then  dip  the  point  of  our  swords 
into  the  mixed  blood,  and  carrying  to  the  mouth, 
sack  the  predous  fluid.  This  is  amongst  us  the 
strongest  possible  mark  of  inviolable  attachment,  and 
the  most  infallible  proof  of  an  intention  on  either  party 
to  shed  his  last  drop  of  blood  for  the  other." 

I  might  here  adduce  examples  of  a  similar  nature  to 
show  that  friends,  lovers,  conspirators,  and  avengers, 
have  been  not  unfrequently  in  the  habit  of  instituting 
among  themselves  an  indissoluble  connection,  whether 
from  design  or  from  affection,  through  the  medium  of 
the  blood.  It  constitutes  in  such  cases  the  link  that 
binds,  the  sign  that  recalls,  and  the  symbol  that  personi- 
fies; for  the  blood  is  looked  upon  by  many  as  the  life, 
and  as  au  object  of  invocation  second  only  to  the  Deity. 
They  call  it  to  interest  them,  at  onetime,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  ancient  Scythians,  by  mingling  together  and 
drinkin|^  the  blood  of  friends ; — ^by  drinking  the  blood 
of  an  animal,  as  in  Tarquinj — ^by  drinking  their  own 
individnal  blood,  as  in  Poland,  when  swearing  fidelity 
to  a  new  King;-Y-by  sacrificing  a  victim,  in  imitation  of 
the  sons  of  Brutiis  in  their  oath  relative  to  Tarquin  ;— 
by  plunging  their  hands  into  flowing  blood;  or  by 
writing  in  the  blood  of  the  individual  himself  an 
engagement  to  remember  a  promise,  or  to  preserve 
through  life  an  unalterable  affection. 

Drink  the  blood  of  another !— swear  by  the  blood ! — 


in  the  light  of  a  symbol,  it  is  to  identify  one  individual 
with  another; — ^to  unite  the  ^separate  existence  of  tw6 
in  one ; — ^o  live  together  the  same  life.  Viewed  hi  a 
moral  light,  it  indicates  a  determination  to  undergo  the 
same  misfortunes ; — to  run  the  same  risks  and  dangers;— 
to  pursue  the  same  enterprises ; — to  be  united  by  the 
dbtaie  ties  of  affection.  In  these  mutual  and  reciprocal 
engagements  the  blood  serves  as  a  type  of  the  mond 
tie  that  is  contracted;  and  just  as  two  individuals,  If 
anhnated  by  the  same  blood,  would  be  liable  to  the 
siiitae  diseases,  so  the  ancientjpradiice  above  alluded  to 
produced  a  species  of  moral  unity,  whether  of  aetion  or 
sentiment.  And  in  the  instinctive  perfbrmance  of  the 
rite  a  man  may  have  tacitly  agreed  to  more  than  he 
would  have  given  utterance  to  had*  he  known  the  fUl 
import  of  the  symbol. 

The  sympathy  between  blood  and  biood*-an  idea  in 
its  nature  both  medical  and  moral — the  foundation  of 
the  dearest  ties,  the  tenderest  affections,  was  doomed  to 
degenerate,  and  quackery  stepped  in  to  assist,  acqultthig 
itself  of  the  task,  as  usual,  marvellonsly  well.  Has  It 
not  been  of  old  asserted,  that  individuals  might  be 
acted  upon  at  a  great  distance,  provided  some  of 
tlieir  blood  could  be  procured?  •  tJpon  "this  idea 
was  founded  the  sympathetic  powder;  (that  of  Digby, 
in  particular,  attaining  an  astonishing  celebrity,)  a 
fragment  of  cloth,  dipped  in  the  blood  of  a  sick  m«a, 
and  sprinkled  with  this  powder,  cansed  him  to  expeii* 
ence  an  extreme  sensation  of  cold  when  the  cloth  was 
placed  in  an  ice-house,  and  a  feeling  of  burning  heat 
when  brought  near  a  raging  Are.  In  England  this 
powder  turned  the  heads  of  multitudes ;  persons  of  the 
highest  rank  took  part  in  experiments  upon  it,  and  tiie 
sympathy  of  the  blood  Appeared  to  do  away  with  the 
necessity  for  scientific  research.  If  sick,  the  invalid 
forthwith  sent  to  such  and  such  a  one  a  compress » 
soaked  in  his  owit  blood;  the  physician,  on  receiving 
the  saMe»  sprinkled  over  it  the  necessary  remedy,  and 
sympathy  achieved  the  remainder. 

The  sympathetic  lamps  mentioned  by  a  Polish 
natucaliBt  of  the  17  th  century,  likewise  derived  their 
imaginacy  prophetic  virtues  from  the  same  source  of 
vitality.  Made  with  human  blood,  they  constituted  a 
species  of  vital  thermometer,  indicating  the  sadnete, 
the  joy,  the  health,  or  the  disease,  even  the  life  or  death 
of  the  individual,  by  the  feebleness,  the  brilliancy,  or 
the  extinction  of  their  light.  Barbarous  nations  are 
carelesa  of  life,  and  still  more  so  of  the  blood  which 
represents  it;  civilised  nations,  on  the  other  hand, 
look  upon  life  and  its  symbol  in  a  far  more  sacred 
light. 

The  parallel  to  be  drawn  from  thia  fact  is,  in  more 
ways  than  one,  pregnant  with  contrast;  to  follow  it 
out  may  not  be  amiss.  The  Scythians  drank  the  blood 
of  their  conquered  enemies ;  an  inhuman  custom,  little 
in  aeoordance  with  the  reputation  for  virtue  and  justice, 
attributed  to  them  by  writers  posterior  to  Homer. 

Juvenal,  in  his  15th  Satu«,  relates  the  narrative  of  a 
combat  between  the  inhabitants  of  two  Egyptian 
towns,  and  assures  us  that  they  took  a  pleasure  in 
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flaaing  the  bodies  of  tlie  conquered  already  descmed, 
and  nothing  left  for  htm,  in  despair  gathered  up  with 
his  fingers  the  blood  that  had  fallen  on  the  ground,  and 
swallowed  it." 

Maroo  Polo,  whose  credulity  upon  some  points  cannot 
weaken  his  veracity  upon  others,  says,  in  speaking 
of  the  Chinese,  of  the  province  of  Koncha,  **  that  in 
war,  after  slaying  their  enemies,  they  hasten  to  drink 
theur  blood,  and  then  to  drown  their  carcases." 

What  a  contrast  here  exists  between  customs  of  so 
atrocious  a  character,  and  the  humanity  of  modem 
nations,  each,  when  at  war,  tending  the  wounded  of  the 
.other.  But,  well  may  we  regard  with  horror  the 
fact  of  drinking  the  blood  of  an  enemy,  when  its  use, 
as  a  simple  aliment,  inspires  us  with  profound  disgust, 
and  can  be  conceived  as  existing  only  in  legendery 
fitbles,  or  in  the  history  of  a  madman.  Polypbmeus 
oould  feed  upon  the  blood  of  the  companions  of  Ulysses ; 
.and  Tairan,  the  more  hideous  of  Polyphagi,  upon  the 
Uood  drawn  from  diseased  individuals,  and  upon  that  of 
dead  bodies. 

But  is  the  blood  noxious;  js  it  a  poison,  as  some 
assert  i  or  is  it  harmless  ?  The  question  assumes  now 
tk  different  aspect.  I  do  not,  for  instance,  betieve  that 
the  death  of  Lncaa  can  reasonably  be  attributed  to  the 
blood  which  his  wife  caused  him  to .  swallow.  True,  it 
18  said,  that  the  blood  of  a  boll  was  considered  by  the 
ancients  as  being  poisonous.  I  cannot^  howerer, 
believe,  that  it  was  by  this  that  Themistocles  destroyed 
himself.  What  would  become  of  the  Saminds,  who 
drink  that  of  their  reindeers,  and  attribute  to  it  an 
immunity  from  scurvy.  Again,  the  Huns,  in  the  time 
of  Ovid,  are  reported  to  have  drank  the  blood  of  their 
.  horses.  Voltaire,  in  order  4o  test  the  truth  of  this 
ancient  idea  relative  to  the  noxious  character  of  the 
blood,  confesses  that  on  one  occasion  he  ordered  a 
young  bull  to  be  bled,  and  drank  a  cupful  of  the 
Uood  with  impunity.  He  asserts,  moreover,  that  the 
peasants  of  the  canton  wore  in  the  daily  habit  of  using 
it.  What  a  contrast.  While  certain  animal  secretionB, 
milk  for  example,  ace  considered  as  nourishment,  and 
taken  without  preparation,  and  without  nepqgnance, 
the  blood,  similarly  taken,  inspires  disgvat;  it  is, 
because  the  blood  is  the  life.  Instinct,  on  the  other 
hand,  warns  us,  that  a  fluid  secretion  is  a  product,  but 
■not  the  life  from  which  it  emanates.  What  a  holy 
horror  its  mere  aspect  will  often  iuspire.  Did  not  the 
bloody  robe  of  Caesar  do  more  to  rouse  the  spectators 
than  all  the  eloquence  of  Antony  ? 

Again,  is  there  to  be  found  a  passage  of  horror  in 
tlie  ancient  writers  and  poets,  in  which  the  Uood  does 
not  figure,  or  a  public  disaster  of  which  its  real  or 
imaginary  appearance  has  not  been  a  sign  ?  We  have  but 
to  read  the  ^Eneid  of  Virgil,  and  the  history  of  Titus 
Livius,  to  be  convinced  of  the  truth  which  I  advance. 

Among  the  prodigies  which  preceded  the  eeoond 
Punic  war,  livy  reports,  that  in  one  locality  bloody 
vraters  were  seen  to  flow.— Lib.  xxy.,  Chap.  1. 

During  the  same  war,  rivulets  of  blood  were  seen  to 
flow  for  a  whole  day  in  the  public  fomm.— Livy,  Book 
xxvj.,  Chap.  23. 


In  the  c^tal,  in  the  forum,  drops  of  blood 
seen.-— Livy,  Book  xxxiv.,  Chap.  45. 

Near  Mantua^  the  river  Mineio  having  overflowed  its 
banks,  formed  a  lake,  the  waters  of  which  were  of  the 
colour  of  blood. — Lib.  xxiv.,  Chap.  10. 

Among  the  prodigies  which  followed  the  death  of 
C«sar,  Virgil  relates,  that  springs  of  blood  were  seen 
to  flow.—- Georgic  j.,  483. 

Quintus  Curtius,  again,  in  his  description  of  the 
prodigies  whidi  accompanied  the  siege  of  Tjre,  lays 
much  stress  on  the  difierent  drcumstances  under  which 
a  supematonl  appearance  ot  blood  was  reported  to 
have  taken  pbce.  On  the  side  of  the  Tynans  streama 
of  blood  were  seen  to  flow  through  the  flam&  in  which 
they  were  forging  the  necessary  weapons  of  defence ; 
while  in  the  Macedonian  army,  the  soldiers  were  ter- 
rified at  the  sight  of  blood  flowing  from  the  bread 
they  cut. 

If  we  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  religions  rites  of 
Paganism,  and  compare  them  with  our  own,  we  shall 
derive  a  similar  confirmation  of  the  popular  belief  in- 
tiie  vitality  of  the  blood.  "  It  is  better,"  says  Baoon» 
"  to  ignore  the  Deity,  than  to  have  a.low  azid  unworUir 
opinion  of  him :  the  one  is  indeed  an  error,  bnt  the 
otiier  is  an  outrage."  "I  would  rather,"  says  Plutarch^ 
hear  it  asserted  that  no  Phitareh  ever  lived  than  tP  hear 
it  said  that  there  was  a  Plutarch  who  devoured  his 
childim  at  their  birth,  as  the  poets  say  of  Saturn." 

These  words  of  Bacon  and  Plutarch  show  at  once  the 
atrocious  rites  of  Pagan  religion.  The  efitMion  of 
blood  was  connected  with  aU  their  practices  and 
ceremonies.  Was  it  necessary  to  implore  the  Gods  to 
appease  them,  to  make  a  promise,  undertake  an  enter- 
prise, engage  in  battle,  or  celebrate  a  victory  ?  To  satisify 
the  manes  of  the  dead  under  either  of  these  drenm- 
stances,  the  blood  of  a  victim  must  needs  begin  and  end 
the  ceremony.  So  intimately,  indeed,  was  the  material 
idea  of  the  blood,  (through  their  belief  in  its  yitsUty,} 
mingled  with  their  religious  ceremonies,  that  during  the 
oblation  denominated  the  Taurobolus,  and  to  imboe 
the  act  of  expiation  with  all  the  virtue  of  this  fluid,  it 
was  necessary  for  tiie  priest  to  expose  his  forehead, 
cheeks,  lips,  nostrils,  and  hands  to  the  horrible  shower 
of  blood,  which  fdl  from  the  flanks  of  the  sacred  bull; 
his  clothes  were  to  be  soaked,  and  his  body  saturated 
as  it  were  with  it.  Then,  stepping  out  of  the  pit  in  the 
most  hideous  condition,  and  adored  as  a  God,  hei^ 
gained  the  temple,  where  his  bloody  garments  were  reli- 
giously preserved,  a  certain  token  of  the  pardon  of  the 
Gods.  The  walls  of  Narbonne  still  retam  reminisoenoea 
of  one  of  their  fomous  sacrifices  made  to  Cybele,  for 
the  cure  of  an  obstinate  goat,  which  tormented  Severaa 
during  his  whole  existence.  But  the  priests  of  Paganiamr 
not  content  with  the  blood  of  animals,  inundated  their 
altars  with  that  of  man.  At  one  time  it  was  the  blood 
of  iie  dearest  relatives,  as  when  the  Carthaginiana 
sacrificed  their  children  to  Saturn ;  at  another  time  it 
was  the  blood  of  the  purest  and  foirest  of  her  species; 
and  Ipbigenia  was  led  to  the  sacrificial  altar.  At  another, 
again,  it  was  the  blood  of  the  hated  and  abhorred  eAemy, 
as  when  the  Druids  slew  the  hundredth  part  of  tMr 
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prisenen,  sad  AcbiUes  offered  tveWe  Trplans  to  the 
manes  of  Fatrodiu.  Bat  under  all  owcnmstances  it 
was  blood  that  was  ahed  —it  was  life  that  was  aacrifioed ! 
Once  it  had  began  to  flow  on  the  altars  it  was  no  longer 
posaftle  to  arrest  it.  From  the  first  and  most  innocent 
'id  expiations,  the  ofieiings  of  which  consisted  simpiy 
of  bcead,  milk,  wine,  andbonsj',  Paganisu  pioceeded  to 
the  immolation  of  animals,  then  of  children,  and  tiien 
of  man,  nntil  this  barbarous  coatom  was  anessled  by  the 
^orious  advent  of  Christianity* 

The  religion  of  the  ancieiits  aanotioned  nuMrtal  oom« 
liats  between  gbdistom :  Christianity  appears,  and  its 
first  Teto  is  npon  these  sanguinary  oonflicts.  At  a 
later  period,  ionmaments  are  forbidden  upon  the  same 
psinciple.  Later  still  she  forbids  priests  the  innocent 
pleasures  of  the  chase,  and  alike  prevents  phyBidans, 
who  were  then  priests,  from  cxereising  surgery,  all^th 
a  view  to  avoid  the  sight  of  blood ;  for,  says  tiie  ooundis, 
the  Church  holds  it  in  abhorrence. 

This  horror  of  bloed,  this  raspeet  lor  human  hfe,  is 
alone  sufficient  to  separate  Ghiktianity  from  otiier 
forms  of  worship ;  and  this  single  idea  places  the  widest 
ilkterval  between  the  world  of  Paganism  and  that  of 
C^instiamty^ 

We  now  oome  to  a  species  of  testimony  still  more 
deetsive.  i  deduco  this  from  the  feet,  that,  wherever 
sooDce^  on  the  one  band,  or  ignoxunt  pntjudioe  on  the 
other,  has  endeavoured  to  purify  Hfe,  to  prolong  it,  to 
take  it  as  a  witness,  to  reniovo  it  from  bodies  which 
■enjciy  it,  or  to  diminish  its  energy,  it  has  been  through 
the  blood  that  the  attempt  has  been  made. 

In  a  religious  light,  spiritual  purification  has  always 
gone  hand  in  hand  with  corporeal  cleansing,  and  in  this 
laat  point  of  view,  tSe  blood,  as  the  receptacle  of  the 
lifisy  has  attracted  the  attention  of  the  chief  of  all  creeds. 
I  shall  not  much  insist  upon  proofii  of  this  nature, 
:S«nenUy,  indeed,  well  known,  I  content  myself  with 
aayini;  that  a  vague  but  instinctive  presentiment  appears 
to  have  taught  the  ancients,  that  the  life  is  in  the 
blood. 

Mo8e6SaysinLivit.J7,  V.  II.  ''Animaomnisoarais 
in  sanguine  est ;"  and  if  the  Almigl^  forbids  his  people 
the  blood  of  certain  animals,  it  is  because,  as  the  sacred 
text  says, — '*£orum  anima,  in  sanguin  esf  Their 
life  is  in  their  blood.  The  soul  is  not  here  confounded 
vrith  the  life,  it  is  ezi^ressly  sud: — "The  soul  of  the 
flesh,  the  soul  of  the  body — a/tV^  the  life—the  existence, 
and  not  the  soul  of  the  intelligence.  The  ancients 
admitted  three  species  of  existence : — the  intellectual,  the 
jnaiina],  the  vefetative.  Of  these  three,  the  *'  anima 
oanMs"  of  the  scriptures,  could  be  no  other  than  that 
denominated  by  Hoffman,  (^*  Tami  medicale,")  or  what 
we  should  now  desiffaate  as  the  vital  force,  a  power 
nooonsciously  r^iulating  the  fonctions  of  the  body,  and 
mperintending  all  those  acts  which  do  not  emanate  from 
else  inteUigenoe  or  the  will.  In  this  sense  alone  can 
we  interpret  the  text  above  mentioned :  and  moreover, 
muskk  is  the  only  interpretation  which  can  legitimately 
be  placed  upon  similar  expressions  occurring  in  the 
^■w»;^jmt  writers,  whose  metqihorical  language  often  bears 
n  ooDsidenble  analogy  with  that  of  the  Hebrew  legis- 


lator. 1  no  other  way,  again,  can  we  interpret 
Virgily  w\  len  speaking  of  those  who  perish  from  loss  of 
blood.    Ae  says  t-^*'  Purpuream  vomit  ipse  aaimam.'' 

[To  be  «(mtliiiied] 
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CASE  S 

Bspertfed  tmiisr  tke  iemu  proposed  by  the  AtMeUiiion. 

Bt  Mepicub. 


Calcuhu  Veticee :  Liihotrity. 

Damikl  Plummrb,  aged  §^,  engraver  to  oalxco 
printers,  was  admitted  into  the  Manchester  Royal 
Infirmary,  October  7th,  1851.  He  states  that  his 
family  are  healthy,  not  suffering  from  urinaiy  affections. 
His  halNts  have  beei^rather  intemperate,  until  about 
seven  years  ago ;  during  the  latter  period  he  has  b6en 
tolerably  sober.  His  habits  are  active  ;  bar  enjoyed 
good  health,  and  always  had  plenty  of  food.  About 
ftfe  years  ago,  symptoms  of  cakmhis  began  to  make 
their  appearance.  Bsin  in  the  loins  and  abdomen; 
paitt  on  going  to  stool ;  micturition  frequent,  painful, 
and  at  times  the  flow  was  stopped  suddenly;  urine  loaded' 
with  mueus  and  tinned  with  blood,  at  times  small  bits  of 
gravel  passed.  When  admitted  the  syqiptoms  were  still 
mdre- marked.  Micturition  painfal -and  frequent,  often 
every  Ave  or  ten  minutes,  which  dtsturbes  his  rest  at 
night;  urine  scanty,  light  coloured,  and  acid ;  pain  iu 
passing  his  motions;  bowels  constipated;  skin  6srfi 
pulse  reguhir;  tongue  rather  coated.  His  hesHh  is 
suffering,  and  he.  complains  of  debility  and  want  of 
appetite.  On  passing  the  sound  a  stone  was  at  onoe 
cBssovered,.  which  was  supposed  to  be  small  and  soft. 
He  was  ordered :— Extra  diet.  R.  Decoct.  Pbreirss 
Bravm,  oa.  viij. ;  Liq.  Potassc,  dr.  iss. ;  Tinet* 
Hyoscy.,  dr.  iij.  M.  Cap.,  oz.  j.,  quartis  horis.  OL 
Ridni,  |^renat&,  Tinct.  Opii.,  m.  xl.,  omni  nocte 
hor&  somni  sumend. 

lithotrifty  having  been  determined  on^  the  lithotrite 
was  ordered  to  be  passed  twice  a  week.  At  first  it 
caused  some  pain,  but  this  speedily  subsided  as  he 
beoamo  accustomed  to  the  operation.  Under  the 
above  treatment  he  improved  very  much ;  was  able  to 
keep  his  water  for  two  hours  at  a  time,  and  he  was 
sometiflses  not  disturbed  in  the  night  at  all.  At  the 
latter  part  of  October  his  health  seemed  to  be  sufiering 
from  the  air  of  the  hospital,  and  he  was  sent  oat  for  a 
fortnight. 

November  14th.— Readmitted. 

l&th. — It  was  determined  to  cmsh  the  calculus.  He 
was  brought  into  the  operating  theatre,  laid  on  a  low 
couch,  knees  bent  and  kept  separate,  hips  raised,  and 
body  well  dothed.  About  ten  fluid  ounees  of  water, 
lukswarm,  were  slowly  faijeeted,  causing  litde  or  no  pain. 
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and  the  catheter  being  withdrawn,  the  lithotrite  ww 
passed,  a  stone  speedily  canght,  and  as  easOy  cmsfaed 
three  times^  without  the  aid  of  the  screw,  presstupe 
being  made  on  the  anterior  blade  with  the  tbttmb. 
When  the  instrument  was  withdrawn,  a  quantity  of 
triple  phosphate  calculus  was  found  between  the  blades. 
The  patient  was  put  to  bed,  and  ordered  two  Oimoas  «f 
Port  wine  in  hot  water  immediately.  IdfhSi  iini  adj 
libitum. 

Eight,  P.M. — No  shiTering;  dight  pain  on  presenrei 
on  abdomen ;  has  passed  a  quantity  of  urine,  ooataio- 
ing  much  mucus  and  some  fragments  of  c:ilctil«s.<^ 
R.  PuW.  Doveri.,  gr.  z.,  horH  somni  sumend. 

16 A. — Slept  well ;  has  passed  a  large  c(ufflttity  of 
mucus  and  more  fragments,  which  weighed,  when  dry, 
half  a  drachm ;  bowels  not  moved ;  pulse  rather  q\iick| 
90  pain.-— R.  OI.  Ridni.,  oz.  j.,  statim  sumend. 

18th.— Going  on  well;  slight  pain  in  making  water. 
No  more  fragments  have  passed, 

20th.— -Has  no  pain;  tongue  dean;,  pulse  68; 
bowels  regular.  No  more  fiagmeDts  cpme  awaj. 
.-  22nd.-79e  was  again  operated  upon.  The  stone  was 
crushed  foor  times.  He  complai^d  of  more  pain  than 
at  the  former  operation.  Ordered  wine  and  Infhs. 
Idni  as  before. 

Eight,  pm .*— Has  passed  a  qnaatily  of  urine,  mucus, 
and  lai^  fiagments,  one  particularly  so.  Pulse  quick, 
SMtless,  and  has  had  some  rigors. — R.  Spt.  .£^eria 
Nitr.,  dr.  ss. ;  Tmct.  Opii.,  m.  xl. ;  Aq.  Camphos., 
OS.  iss,.    M.    Fiat  haust.  statim  sumendus. 

23id. — Slept  well;  has  had  no  more  sluvering;  has 
passed  more  fragments  ;  feels  comfortable;  puls6  quiet. 

24th.— Complains  of  pain  in  passing  water;  teore 
firagments  have  come  away;  pulse  quick;  tdngue 
fnired;  slight  tenderness  of  abdomen.— Rept.  liiitist. 
horft  somni,  and  in  the  morning  begin  the  following 
mixture:— R.  Decoct.  Pereirae  BravK.,  oz.  viiji;  Acid. 
Hydrochloric  Dil.,  m.  Ixxx.;  Tinct.  Hydscy.,  dr.  y. 
M.     Oz.  j.  ter  die  sumend. 

26th.^-Much  relieved  by  remedies;  urine  ptased 
with  much. less  pain;  sleeps  well;  appetite  only'poor; 
pulse  quiet  and  regular ;  no  tenderness ;  more  fragments 
have  come  away. 

28th. — Last  night  a  large  fragment  got  im{NMed  in 
the  urethra,  when  some  warm  water  having  been  injected, 
it  was  removed  by  a  bent  probe.  A  No.  6  sound  then 
passed  easily  into  the  bladder. 

From  this  time  he  n^idly  improved ;  a  few  small 
portions  of  stone  passed,  and  in  two  or  three  weeks  he 
was  discharged^free  from  all  symptoms  of  stone. 

This  case  presents  features  of  interest,  inaflmttch  as 
it  jpras  successful  on  a  stone  of  considerable  size,  which 
bad  existed  a  great  length  of  time,  where  it  was,  tl^ere- 
fore,  probable  that  the  bladder  might  be  diseased,  and 
at  an  age  when  the  prostate  gland  is  often  enlaifed. 

C<ni^90und  Fraciure  qf  Both  Amu ;  Double  Ampufaiion, 

Savinn  SAKDPORn,  aged  15,  factory  operative,  of 
Ratdiife,  was  admitted  into  the   liandiester  Royal 


Infirmary  March  3rd,  1862.  When  ciamined  it  wa» 
found  that  he  had  a  compound  fracture  of  both  aims, 
with  extensive  laceration,  so  that  the  integument  and 
Biufttles  uwre  stripped  off  from  the  booea,  even  to  the 
last  phalauc  of  tito  fingers.  He  had  been  brought  firam 
Ratdifle,  a  distance  of  some  miles,  where  the  accident 
had  been  caused  by  his  betag  earned  round  a  shaft  by  a 
«trap  several  tiaies.  When  he  sisrived  at  Manehester, 
lie  had  rallied  amakierably,  and  eomploimed  qf  pan  in 
the  injured  part.  Hia  pulse  was  tolerable.  He  waft 
taken  into  the  operating  tilieatro,  and  bot^  arms  removed 
below  the  elbow  whilst  he  was  under  te  influence  of 
dhleroftinis.  TIm  stumps  wcve  dressed  with  wet  lint, 
and  be  was  semovod  to  bed*.  An  hour  after  the 
operation  he  was  very  comfortdUe,  and  his  pulse  better 
than  before  it. 

March  4th.-^e4iad  some  sleep  during  the  night; 
tongue  meist ;  eomplains  of  no  pain;  has  passed  urine 
freely,  and  bowels  been  efMoed  onee. 

6th.-^He  has  continued  tolerably  well;  had  a  good 
night's  deep  last  night;  tongue  insist;  bow^lsopen;  fn^ 
from  pain. 

Sth.^^llie  stoasps  feel  hard  and  uncomfortable^  and 
in  order  that  the  dressings  mi^t  be  removed  eastlyr 
iMlte-dfBSBing  was  ordered  to  be  put  over  them. 

9dk.— The  dressings  were  removed,  and  the  stmnps 
are  uniting  beantifiiUjr.  Ordered  to  be  dressed  with 
wvter-dressmg  every  day. 

'  FVom  this  time  he  ill^>roled  r^iidly;,  and  was  made 
an  out-patieBt  April  lOih,  1852,  with  the  stumps  y^rf 
nearly  healed. 

I  am  induced  to  report  this  case^  from  its  being  one 
iUvstniting  the-  question  of  primary  and  also  double 
amputation.  It  was  recommended  formerly  that  when 
a  double  amputation  is  necessary,  they  should  be  done 
at  the  same  moment,  two  surgeons  operating,  that  the 
system  might  only  reorive  one  shock.  The  introduction 
of  chloroform  has  obviated  the  necessity  for  such  m 
proceedhig,  and  it  is  remarkable  how  little  the  boy 
Buiibted  from  shodk.  I  would  jast  notioe  tibat  there 
was 'here  the  best  wanyit  for  operating,  accordmg  to 
Guthrie  and  other  eminent  surgeons,  viz.,  "  pain  in  Hie 
injured  part." 

Simple  Fracture  qf  the  Thigh,  and  Confound  Praeiwr€ 
qf  the  Leg, 

Jambs  Gbbavbs,  sged  14,  of  Manehester,  vraa 
admitted  into  the  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary,  Febnauy 
10th,  1852,  having  been  run  over  by  an  omniboa. 
On  examination  there  was  found  a  sinqple  fracture  of 
the  right  thigh  in  its  upper*thixd,  and  a  compound 
fracture  in  the  tibin  and  fibnla  of  the.  left  leg.  Thfr 
wound  communicating  with  the  fracture  waa  about  twv^ 
inches  kmg,  and  after  the  removal  of  a  sharp  splinter  of 
bone,  could  be  easily  bnmght  together.  It  was  situated 
on  the  firont  aspeofc  of  the  leg.  The  thig^  was  put  up 
on  the  long  straight  splint,  the  leg  on  two  side-les 
splints,  the  wound  being  brought  into  dose  apposition* 
and  closed  by  a  pad  of  dry  lint  dipped  in  Uood,  and  aa 
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aperture  left  in  the  bandagiDg  over  the  sitaatioii  of 
the  injurj, 

Febroary  llth.-»He  is  feveriah ;  tongue  drj ;  pnlae 
qnick;  has  tome  pain  in  the  leg,  and  haa  had  a  bad 
night;  bowels  confined.  A  pnigative  draaght  was 
ordered  immediately,  and  then  to  take  ata  ovnoe  of  the 
ibHowing  mixture  every  four  honn :— R.  Miat.  Ammcm. 
Acet,  oz.  viij.;  Morph.  Acet.,  gr.  j.;  Spt.  iBA. 
Nitr.,  dr.  ij.    M.  Fiat  mist. 

13^. — He  is  bettor,  but  th^  bowels  wane  not  yery, 
freely'  opened;  the  tongue  is  ftvred;  pulse  qitiokx 
little  pain  in  leg;  urine  passes  freely.  R«  Hydiarg.. 
cum  Creta,  gr.  iij. ;  Ftelv.  Rhei,  gr.  v..  M.  Fiat  pnlv' 
statim  sumend.  ^ 

15th.— He  is  much  better;  tcmguo  cleaner;  pulse 
quiet;  bowds  regular;  yery  little  pain  in  the  kg; 
has  had  a  good  night,  and  the  limbs  are  both  tpute 
straight. 

17th. — He  continues  to  progress  &yourably. 

li^th. — His  bowels  befaig  again  confined,  he  was 
ordered  to  haye  the  powder  repeated;  he  was  free 
from  feyer ;  tongue  clean ;  no  pain ;  the  Wound  is  still 
dosed  by  the  pad,  and  there  is  no  suppuration  going  on 
at  all. 

From  this  time  there  was  nothing  worthy  of  daily 
note,  suffice  it  to  say  that  he  improyed  rapidly,  that 
the  pad  was  neyer  remoyed  fipom  the  wound,  that  it 
■eparated  after  some  time^  and  the  wound  was  quite 
liealed.     He  yras  discharged  cured  March  14thri852. 

I  haye  thought  tfus  case  worthy  of  report,  as  showing 
the  success  of  the  aboye  treatment,  eyen  in  cases  where 
it  could  not  be  expected.  Little  constitutional  uutation 
was  remarkilble,  and  the  cure  speedy  and  complete. 

DUhcatum  ff  the  Httmerugy  with  FSr&eture. 

JsBBinAH  LiNSLBT,  ostler,  aged  58,  Harpurhey, 
was  admitted  into  the  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary,. 
March  30,  1852,  haying  fidlen  firom  a  considerable 
height,  and  pitched  on  the  shoulder; 

On  examination  then  was  fonnd  to  be  excessiye 
tiune&ction  of  the  soft  parts  about  the  shoulder;  a 
flattening  in  the  situation  of  the  deltoid  muscle;  the 
head  of  the  bone  was  thought  to  be  felt  dislocated 
Ibrwards,  and  crepitus  could  be  distinctly  perceiyed. 
After  a  trial  at  reduction,  which  was  unsuccessful,  it 
wsa  thought  better  to  wait  until  the  swelling  had  in 
some  measure  subsided.  Ordered  Cataplasm'a  Lini. 
et  Haust.  Pergans,  oz.  ij.,  statim  sumend. 

March  Slst. — The  bowels  were  opened  by  the 
draught;  the  shoulder  is  yery  much  swollen;  he  has 
great  pun  in  it ;  pulse  rapid. 

Eight,  P.M. — ^Traumatic  delirium  came  on,  and  he  was 
▼ery  yiolent.  Capt.  Tfnct.  Opii.,  m.  Ix.  Mist.  Camph., 
oz.  ij. ;  statim.  et  Tinct.  Opii.,  m.  xz.,  quarta  quaque 
hor&'si  opus  sit. 

April  1st. — ^The  delirium  is  better ;  he  had  some  sleep 
in  the  night ;  the  pain  and  swelling  in  the  shoulder 
quite  as  great  as  eyer ;  perhaps  from  his  haying  knocked 
about  so  when  delirious. 


2nd. — The  swelling  in  the  shoulder  is  not  so  great, 
but  he  is  feyerish,  and  the  bowels  confined.  Ordered 
Haust.  pergans,  oz.  ij.,  statim  sumendus. 

Eight,  P.M. — During  the  eyening  the  delirium  has 
returned.  Rept.  Haust.  Anodynus. — R.  Tinct.  Opii., 
dr*Mi-;  ^P^  ^theris.  Nitr.,  dr.  iy.;  Aq.  Cinnam., 
oz.,  yiy.y  Capt.  oz.  y,  quarta  quaque  herd. 

3iid.— He  is  much  quieter,  but  the  way  in  which  he 
has  knocked  about  has  made  the  shoulder  worse.  To 
>  ttfka  mixture  as  before. 

4th. — He  has  passed  a  tolerable  night,  and  feels 
better  this  morning,  and  the  shoulder  is  better.  To  the 
afternoon  .he  suddenly  yomited  a  quantity  of  blood  of 
a  bright  colour.  Ordered  Ruspini's  styptic,  and  ice  to 
swallow. ,  The  yomiting  of  blood  continued,  and  he 
died  early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th.  The  quantity  of 
blood  yomited  was  yery  great . 

Pof/-mor/«m.-^The  stomach  was  fbund  in  a  state  of 
follicular  ulceration,  one  nicer  haying  opened  a  yesao!, 
the  aperture  in  which  was  distinctly  pevoeptible.  The 
rest  of  the  yiscera  healthy.  On  eznriningthe  shouUer 
there  was  fbund  dislocation  of  the  head  of  the  humems 
into  t^e  substance  of  the  pectoral  nMttde,  frMtnre 
through  the  anaimmeai  neck  of  the  humeraa,  and  a 
second  fracture  just  below  the  tur^iealnBtk. 


.  George  Hirst,  labourer,  Mosley,  was  admitted 
into  the  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary,  April  7(ib,  1852, 
haying  fallen  from  a  building  fiye  stories  in  height. 

On  examination  he  was  found  (o  haye  recdred  a 
compound  comminuted  fracture  of  the  right  leg,  dislo- 
cation of  the  left  ankle,  with  Potf  s  fracture  of  the  fibula, 
and  fracture  of  the  sternum  rather  high  up.  He  was  in 
a  state  of  great  collapse,  from  which^  notwithstanding 
all  the  treatment  adopted,  he  neyer  rallied,  but  died  in 
i^out  four  hours. 

Post-mortem. — The  sternum  was  found  f^ractured 
obliquely  just  below  the  cartilage  of  the  second  rib,  and 
the  internal  mammary  artery  torn  across.  There  was 
a  slight  effyxsion  of  blood  from  this  source.  Hie  fhicture 
of  the  right  leg  was  found  to  be  yery  much  comminuted, 
and  the  fibula  in  the  left  leg  yery  much  split  and  irregu- 
i^fly  fractured.    The  yiscera  were  healthy. 

I  am  induced  to  report  these  two  cases  from  their 
great  rarity.  Fracture  through  the  anatomical  neck 
of  the  humerus  is  a  yery  rare  accident,  and  is  not  often 
yerified  by  a  post-mortem  examination.  The  follicular 
ulceration  one  would  thinks  had  existed  before,  and  his 
death  from  this  cause  rather  a  coincidence  than  haying 
anything  to  do  with  the  fracture. 
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CASES 

Bqforied  under  (he  terms  propoeed  by  the  Association, 
By  ScBrTATOB. 

Ovarian  Disease ;  Paracentesis petformed  twice ;  Death  ; 
Post-mortem  ea^amination. 

Mary  Tatb,  aged  46,  married  several  years.  No 
cbildien.  This  patient  was  admitted  into  the  Queen's 
Hospital  under  the  care  of  Dr.  B.  Daries,  who  afterwards 
transferred  her  to  Mr.  Sands  Coz,  for  the  benefit  of 
soigical  treatment.  Upon  adinission,  the  followiiig 
account  of  the  case  was  elicited. 

The  patient  has  been  ailing  five  months,  first  symp- 
toms consisting  of  pain,  at  times  acute,  in  the  right 
iliac  region ;  soon  after  which  a  swelling,  the  size.of  an 
Qgg,  was  discoTered  in  that  part.  This  swelling  in. 
creased  gradually,  and  has  continued  to  do  so  until  the 
present  time,  notwithstanding  medical  treatment  has 
been  resorted  to. 

On  admission  there  was  some  oedema  pedum,  which 
had  been  present  about  three  weeks,  and  with  the 
swelling  of  the  abdomen  formed  the  chief  subject  of 
complaint.  She  measured  forty  inches  round  the  abdo- 
men, which  was  without  tenderness,  but  in  the  middle 
and  right  side  the  fingers  seemed  to  impinge  on  a 
solid  body,  after  afibrding«  sensation  of  disphicement  of 
fluid  material.  The,  hypochondria  and  lumbar  regions 
sounded  duU  on  percussion,  and  afibrded  no  other 
evidence.  The  general  health  was  tolerably  good,  the 
bowels  Inclined  to  costiveness,  and  the  heart's  action, 
although  vehement,  without  abnormal  sound.  Urine 
scanty  and  containing  lithates.  Menstruation  reguUr 
and  natural,  and  uterus  high  up.  'Breathing  slightly 
oppressed.     Countenance  somewhat  pale. 

She  was  under  medical  treatment  for  some  months, 
sometimes  measuring  a  few  inches  less,  and  sometimes  a 
few  inches  more,  until  November  12th,  on  which  date 
the  abdomen  measured  forty-six  inches  and  a  half,  and 
fluctuation  was  apparent  to  the  touch,  the  tumour 
before  mentioned  still  being  felt  on  attentive  manipula- 
tion. Mr.  Cox,  on  the  above  date,  performed  paracen- 
tesis abdominis  in  the  usual  manner,  and  forty  pounds  of 
fluid  were  drawn  oif  by  the  cannula.  The  major  part 
was  of  a  yellowish  serous  character,  of  specific  gravity 
1014.  The  latter  portion  drawn  off  was  of  a  much 
thicker  consistence,  and  its  exit  was  interfered  with  by 
the  tumour  pressing  on  tho  cannula,  and  therefore 
requiring  to  be  pushed  back  with  a  female  catheter. 
The  tumour  was  found  of  the  size  anticipated — as  large 
as  a  man's  head,  and  smooth  and  uniform  to  the  toud). 
The  probe  in  the  cannula,  however,  experienced  a  veiy 
firm  resistance,  as  from  a  solid  body,  and  its  point 
seemed  to  grate  yer  a  roughness  as  i)f  firm  fibrin  or 
scirrhus.  During  the  operation  she  complained  much 
of  pain  at  the  epigastrium,  <'  as  if  it  was  being  crushed," 
and  at  one  time  there  was  some  diaphragmatic  spasm, 
with  difficulty  of  breathing.    After  the  operation  and 


bandaging  were  completed,  she  felt  tolerably  comfortable, 
and  the  pulse  was  calm,  although  somewhat  weak.  She 
had  no  medicine. 

Nov.  15th.^Has  felt  low  at  times,  but  abdomen  is 
tolerably  free  frpm  tenderness.     Nil. 
19th. — Reports  herself  much  better. 

22nd. — Bowels  disposed  to  be  confined ;  feels  toler- 
ably well.  Discharged  relieved.  To  take  castor  oil 
occasionally. 

Five  weeks  afterwards  she  was  'agcdn  admitted,  the 
fluid  having  again  accumulated  to  as  great  an  extent  as 
before.  It  was,  tlierefore,  again  determined  to  relieve 
her  by  tapping ;  and  about  the  same  quantity  of  fluid 
material  was  again  taken  away,  having  the  same  charac- 
teristics as  that  first  withdrawn.  She  went  on  well 
until  the  sixth  day  after  the  operation,  when  she  was 
suddenly  seized  with  symptoms  of  collapse,  attended 
by  feeling  of  great  depression  at  the  prsecordium. 
Stimulants  were  vigorously  administered,  but  in  spits 
of  such  agents  the  extremities  became  cold,  and  she 
died  in  a  few  hours  without  any  attempt  at  reaction 
laving  been  set  up. 

Post-mortem, — When  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  was 
opened,  a  large  tumour  almost^twice  the  size  of  a  man's 
head  was  found,  connected  with  the  right  ovary.  This 
was  contained  in  one  or  two  still  larger  cysts,  which  had 
contained  the  fluid  matter  withdrawn  by  the  cannula; 
and  the  external  surfaces  had  contracted  extensive  adhe- 
sions, both  with  tho  different  intestinal  coils  and  also 
vrith  the  internal  surface  of  the  peritoneum.  Upon 
making  a  section  of  the  tumour,  that  also  was  found  to 
be  composed  of  a  multitude  of  cysts,  one  within  the 
other,  and  containing  fluid  of  varied  thicknefs,  from  the 
consistence  of  pus  to  that  of  clear  water.  The  colour 
also  of  these  contents  was  as  varied  as  the  consistence; 
and  the  coats  of  the  different  cysts  were  scarcely  two  of 
the  same  degree  of  thickness,  some  being  thin  as  tissue 
paper,  others  as  hard  and  firm  as  chamois  leather ;  all, 
however,  contained  a  large  quantity  of  albumen.  Hie 
diaphragm  seemed  pushed  up,  so  that  the  thoi-acic  space 
was  encroached  upon ;  but  its  contents  were  healthy,  as 
also  were  the  viscera  of  the  abdomen  and  pelvis.  The 
intestines,  however,  were  pale,  and  of  small  calibre. 
The  brain  was  healthy,  but*  its  ventricles]  contained 
much  fluid. 

The  diagnosis,  treatment,  and  pathology  of  ovarian 
tumours,  are  undoubtedly  matters  of  the  greatest 
interest,  and  deserving  tho  strictest  invesiigation  at  the 
hands  of  the  medical  profession.  At  the  present  time 
the  diagnosis  is  tolerably  certain,  and  the  pathology  is 
comparatively  well  understood,  but  concerning  the 
treatment  there  yet  remains  much  difference  of  opinion, 
notwithstanding  the  labours  of  Phillips,  Lee,  Southam, 
Bird,  Simpson,  Hughes,  and  others,  have  of  late  thrown 
much  light  on  the  subject.  The  progress  of  the  disease 
is  comparatively  free  from  pain,  occasional  attacks  of 
inflammation  taking  place,  giving  rise  to  adhesions,  and 
rendering  operative  interference  more  dangerous  and 
uncertain.  This  was  the  case  as  -regards  the  history 
of  the  patient  reported,  the  occasional  attacks  of  acute 
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pain  in  the  right  iHac  region  bdog  due  to  snch  canse. 
It  it  now  known  that  frequently  ovarian  disease  assumes 
a  malignant  chazacter,  which  of  course  only  adds  to  the 
iatality  of  the  affectidn,  but  whether  malignant  or  not 
in  its  nature,  it  is  allowed  on  all  hands  for  the  most 
part  to  lead  steadily  to  an  untoward  result;  and  medi- 
cine haying  little  or  no  control  over  its  progress^  it 
hence  becomes  a  question  if  the  surgeon,  by  his  skill, 
may  be  able  to  cure,  or  avert  for  a  time,  the  fhtal 
termination. 

For  these  purjMnee  several  (^rations  have  been 
devised^  whieh  may,  with  propriety,  be  divided  into  the 
palliative  and  radical  methods  of  treatment;  by  the 
latter  term  it  being  understood  that  a  permanent  cure 
la  ihe  intention  of  the  operator.  The  operations  deviHed 
▼ary  much  in  magnitude,  and  the  palliative,  or  paraoea- 
tesis  abdominis,  is  generally  considered  a  trivial  matter, 
but  it  is  notvrithont  danger;  and  some  cantioiis  aire 
required  both  after  and  during  its  performance.  I'he 
application  of  appropriate  pressure,  as  first  advocated 
by  Dr.  Mead,  not  being  forgotten;  as  syncope,  with 
hsemorrhage,  and  peritoneal  inflammation^  are  compli- 
plications  which  may  occur,  thus  showing  that  the 
operation  is  not  without  at  least  some  points  of  danger. 
That  it  may,  however,  be  perfonned  with  impunity,  is 
evident,  from  the  recorded  cases  where  it  has  been 
xetorted  to  many  timea  in  the  same  individual,  owb 
patient  having  been  tapped  eighty,  anotJier  240,*  and 
another  188  times-f 

4  It  is,  however,  but  a  palliative  treatment,  ahhongh  it 
oocaaionally  prolongs  life  for  an  indefinite  period.  The 
writer  is  aware  of  one  case  of  ovarian  disease,  where 
tapping  was  performed  some  five  years  back,  and  has 
since  been  once  again  resorted  to,  the  patient  remaining 
rinoe  the  last  operation,  tOl  the  present  time,  in  a  very 
comfortable  state,  although  a  slow  accumulation  is 
evidently  again  taking  place.  The  majority,  however, 
do  not  surrive  tapping  more  than  three  or  four  years. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  (says  Dr.  Watson,)  it  inay  be 
stated  of  this  operation,  as  applied  to  ovarian  dropsy, — 
let,  that  when  essential  to  the  comfort  and  continued 
existence  of  the  patient,  it  brings  sensible  relief  to  her 
distress,  and  often  materially  prolongs  her  life;  2nd, 
that  when  it  is  performed  under  less  pressing  circum- 
stances, it  tends  to  shorten  the  patient's  days."  And 
to  prove  that  the  operation  should  not  be  resorted  to 
nmply  in  consequence  of  slight  inconvenience,  caused 
by  bulk  or  weight,  the  same  author  brings  forwaitl  a 
case  where  the  patient  lived,  with  such  a  tumour, 
between  twenty  and  thirty  years,  and  not  "  without 
enjoying  life." 

Regarding  the  radical  or  major  operations,  some  cases 
have  been  reported  which  have  terminated  successfolly, 
and  the  success  is  said  to  bear  a  proportion  as  of  one  to 
three  and  a  half.  The  first  operation  of  this  kind  f^as  per- 
-  formed  by  an  American,  named  McDougall,'and  success- 
Ihl  cases  have  been  recorded  by  Dr.  Bird,  Mr.  Phillips, 
and  Mr.  Clay,  &c.  Mr.  Clay  having  operated  as  many  as 
ififty  times.    Mr.  Cornish  of  the  Taunton  and  Somerset 

*  WAtMn'i  Practice  of  Fhyaie,  p.  8S1. 
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Hospital,  and  Mr.  J.  Beales,  of  Halesworth,*  hare  each 
recorded  latterly  successful  cases  in  the  pages  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Jowmal,  Still,  not- 
withstanding these  instances,  the  operation  is  onewhloh 
requires  the  greatest  consideration,  care,  foresight  and 
skill ;  and  when  we  remember  that  not  only  has  the 
peritoneum  been  opened,  and  the  operation  remained 
incomplete,  from  the  extensive  adhesions  present,  but 
also  that  "  patients  have  been  operated  upon  in  whom 
no  tumonr  existed,"  and  this,  by  competent  and  expe- 
rienced meta,  it  perhaps  may  be  pardoned  if  the  bias 
remain  in  favour  of  the  palliative  and  certainly  \iak 
dangerous  operation  of  paracentesis  abdominis.  At  the 
Bath  and  Bristol  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association,  December  19th,  1850,  Mr.  Grant 
Wilson  read  some  cases  of  ovarian- dropsy,  and  detailed 
"  a  mode  of  operating  which  differs  in  some  important 
respects  from  any  hitherto  described.''  The  first  case 
reported  by  Mr.  Wilson  had  been  tapped  twice  befofe 
the  radicsl  treatment  was  employed,  which  consisted  in 
the  application  of  potassa  fnsa  below  the  umbilicus, 
and  the  injection  of  iodine  into  the  sac ;  and  althon^ 
the  case  terminated  favourably,  Mr.  Wilson,  with 
magnanimity,  adds,  '*  though  I  am  justified  in  calling 
it  a  cure,  I  shoidd  scarcely  b&  disposed,  except  under 
peculiar  circumstances,  to  recommend  a  repetition  of 
the  treatment,  as  it  was  not  entirely  free  from  risk,  and 
the  progress  of  the  case  was  very  slow."  The  second 
and  third  cases  were,  however,  perfectly  sucoessfol,  and 
the  principles  laid  down  by  the  author  for  the  proper 
performance  of  his  operation,  are:— 

« 1st.  To  make  as  small  an  incidon  as  possible. 

*'  2nd.  To  draw  out  only  as  much  of  the  cyst  as 
ootQd  be  extracted  readily,  and  without  displacement  of 
the  other  contents  of  the  abdomen. 

"  3rd.  To  endeavour  to  keep  the  wound  always  filled 
with  the  cyst,  so  that  neither  air  nor  fluid  should  be 
admitted  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 

"  4th.  To  cut  off  the  cyst  not  close  to  the  wound, 
but  firom  one  and  a  half  to  two  inches  behind  it,  so 
that  when  the  portion  of  cyst  has  been  removed,  the 
cut  margins  could  be  carefiilly  e:nimined,  and  the 
vessels  secured. 

«  5th.  To  secure  each  vessel  on  the  cut  margin  of  the 
cyst  separately  by  a  fine  silk,  and  to  cut  off  both  ends 
dose,  so  as  to  have  no  ligature  hangings  firom  the 


"Gth.  To  close  the  external  wound  as  quickly  as 
possible." 

This  procedure,  as  may  be  seen,  differs  in  several 
essential  points ;  and  in  the  writer's  opinion  is  prefer- 
able  to  the  operation  called  minor,  proposed  by  Dr. 
W.  Hunter  and  performed  by  Dr.  Jeafferson,  nnd  rinoe 
adopted  by  otl^  surgeons. 

Thus  the  chief  operations  for  the  cure  or  relief  of 
ovarian  disease  are  uncertain  in  their  results,  and  some- 
what dangerous  in  the  performance ;  and  it  seems  proper 
that  while  they  are  not  wholly  condemned  they  should 
only  be  regarded  as  a  dernier  resort ,  and  that  only  in 
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cases  of  a  filvourable  nature ;  bat  wheo  it  is  considered 
that  no  one  would  probably  submit^to  the  operation  in 
the  Tery  early  stage  of  the  disease,  and  that  in  the 
latter  stages  adhesions,  &c.,  prevent  the  proceeding, 
the  number  of  cases  where  it  is  advisable  becomes  very 
small  indeed. 

Acupuncture  has  been  recommended,  and  in  some 
cases,  performed,  for  the  relief  of  ovarian  dropsy,  in 
the  hope  that  the  fluid  might  be  absorbed  on  its  escape 
into  the  abdominal  cellular  tissue ;  but  from  the  ni}m« 
ber  of  punctures  necessary  to  effect  this  result,  and 
from  the  frequency  of  erysipelatous  action  following 
such  punctures,  the  operation  is  no  longer  entertained, 
and  has  now  fallen  into  deserved  disuse.  Puncture  also 
of  the  tumour  through  the  uterus  or  vagina  has  a1^ 
been  recommended,  but  the  cases  have  terminated 
finally ;  and,  so  far  as  the  writer  is  aware,  the  same 
may  be  said  of  evacuation  of  the  contents  through  the 
&llopian  tubes,  lately  mentioned  by  Dr.  Hughes  fiennet 
in  the  Edmburah  Monthly  Journal  \  although  there  is 
no  doubt  that  ovarian  tumours  have  disappeared  spon- 
taneously, probably  finding  the  pasnge  through  the 
ducts  before  mentioned. 

In  the  case  reported  in  this  paper  no  other  tveatmienl 
than  that  of  paracentesis  could  have  been  adopted. 
From  the  examination  during  life,  adhesions  were 
evidently  extensive;  and  the  tapping  was  only  had 
recourse  to  after  varieties  of  medicines  had  been  tried^ 
and  when  the  distress  caused  by  the  bulk  of  the  tumour- 
was  more  than  could  conveniently  be  borne.  The  poit" 
mortpn  examination  fully  bore  out  the  propriety  of  this 
line  of  conduct,  as  the  extensive  adhesions  which  vara 
then  seen  to  exist  would  have  rendered  any  other 
operative  interference  next  to  impossible. 


^tniiiitial  Mtiaxai  k  lurgital  Mxul 


WEDNESDAY,  MAY  26,  1652. 


It  has  for  some  time  been  in  contemplattioH 
to  introduce  regulations,  in  virtue  of  which  alt 
hoTid  Jkle^^lxyaicMEkB,  fix>m  whaterer  University 
they  may  derive  their  diploma,  at  present  actually 
in  practice  as  such,  may  be  collected  beneath  the 
wings  of  the  London  Boyal  College  of  Physicians. 
The  draught  of  a  Charter  to  eflfect  this  purpose 
has  at  length  been  put  forth,  and  wc  think  it 
incumbent  upon  us  to  lose  no  time  in  laying  it 
before  the  large  body  of  provincial  physicians, 
.as  parties  who  are  especially  interested  in  it.  Of 
the  several  clauses  we  have  little  to  say ;  but  we 
must  think  that,  considering  the  large  number  of 
individuals  who  wUl,  ere  it  can  become  law,  be 
compelled  to  join  the  College,  a  lower  fee  than 
£16. 16s.  might  have  sufficed,  as  this,  together 
with  the  Government  stamp,  will  amount  to 


something  considerable.  We  are  also  disposed 
to  ask  what  precautions  the  authorities  will  take 
to  ensure  the  honesty  and  respectability  of  those 
who  seek  to  join  the  College.  Will  every  one 
who  can  shew  a  piece  of  parchment  be  allowed 
to  parade  himself  as  a  member  of  the  Eoyal 
Oollege,  whatever  may  be  his  line  of  practice  P 
Will  the  globulists,  et  hoc  genus  omne,  be  allowed 
to  enrol  themselves?  Eespectable  physicians 
hlive  a  right  to  know  this  ere  they  commit 
themselves  by  the  sanctioning  of  a  plan  which 
otherwise  seems  calculated  to  work  great  good. 
The  following  abstract,  which  wo  borrow 
£rom  a  oont^nporaary,  gives  a  sucoinct  view  of 
the  intentions  of  the  Charter : — 

The  preamble  repeals  former  Acts  and  Charters, 
except  such  portions  of  the  32nd  of  He^ry  VIII.  as 
may  be  consistent  with  the  proposed  Charter. 

Clause  I.  Alters  the  title  from  Royal  College  of 
Fbysicians  of  London,  to  Royal  College  of  Physidvis 
of  England. 

'  II.  Provides  foi  constitution  of  College,  via.,  feUsvs 
and  members,  including  President  and  Council,  four 
Vice-presidents,  four  censors,  a  treasurer,  and  aregistiw. 

III.  All  present  licentiates  to  be  members. 

IV.  All  present  extra-licentiates  to  be  memberSi  on 
'presenting  satisfactory  testimonials  of  character,  and  on 
paying  a  fee  of  ;£  15.  15s.,  exclusive  of  stamp-duty.  - 

V.  All  persons,  graduates  of  recognised  Universitiei, 
practising  as  physicians,  (and  who  have  practised  for 
three  months  previous  to  granting  of  Charter,)  and  who 
do  not  practise  pharmacy,  to  be  members,  without 
examination,  on  presenting  testimonials  and  paying 
(Sees,  any  time  within  twelve  months  after  granting  of 
Charter. 

VI.  Graduates  of  recognised  Universities,  aged  26, 
to  be  subsequently  admitted  as  members  by  examination. 

VII.  The  present  Fellows  to  continue  Fellows. 
VIII.— Any  member,  of  four  years'  standing,  to  be 

admitted  a  Fellow  by  examination. 
.   IX.  During  twelve  months  after  giantmg  of  Charter 
the  Council  may  nominate,  at  discretion,  any  numfapr 
of  present  members,  without  regard  to  the  date  of 
membership,  to  be  Fellows. 

X.  After  the  twelve  months  aforesaid,  the  Council 
may  yearly  nominate,  at  discretion,  nliembers  of  four 
years'  standing  to  be  Fellows. 

XI.  Fellows  to  bo  elected  by  ballot  annually,  on 
June  25. 

XIT.  Provides  for  the  expulsion  of  Fellows  or  mem- 
bers guilty  of  fraud,  or  imposition,  or  of  violaliiif 
by-laws,  etc. 

XIII.  The  Presidentship  to  be  annual ;  the  present 
President  to  continue  to  be  President  till  the  day  next 
after  Palm  Sunday,  and  then  to  be  capable  of  re- 
election. 

XIV.  On  said  day,  the  Council  propose  a  Fdlofr 
from  among  the  first  fifty  as  President,  to  be  elected  by 
ballot,  by  a  majority  of  the  Fellows  j  if  not  reodved 
by  the  Fellows,  a  second  nominee  to  be  proposed  by  the 
Council  from  among  the  first  fifty,  and  so  on. 
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XV.  On  death  of  Prandent,  a  new  Pnfidentto  be 
Mt  onoe  elected,  a  Vice-President  offidatiDg  pro  Umpore, 

XVI.  The  President  to  appoint  four  Fellows  from 
•among  the  first  fifty  as  Vice-Presidents. 

XVII.  On  death  of  President,  the  Vice-Presidents 
oeaae  to  be  Vice-Presidents. 

XVIII.  The  Council  to  be  composed  of  sixteen 
fellows. 

XIX.  Four  of  the  Council  to  retire  annoally,  and  to 
he  incapable  of  re-election  for  one  year. 

XX.  The  Council  to  be  elected  by  the  Fellows,  in  a 
«aetbod  provided  by  the  by-laws. 

XXI.  The  President,  Censors,  and  Treasurer,  to  be 
^x  officio  members  of  Council. 

XXII.  The  Censors  to  be  annually  elected. 

XXIII.  The  Council  to  nominate  Censors,  to  be 
proposed  to  the  Fellows,  to  be  elected  by  ballot.  If 
soy  proposed  Censor  be  not  elected,  another  Fellow 
to  be  proposed  by  the  Council,  eto. 

XXIV.  On  dttth  of  Censor,  a  new  Censor  to  be  at 
once  elected. 

XXV.  Treasurer  to  be  annually  elected^  and  to  be 
eligible  for  re-election. 

XXVI.  In  case  of  death  of  Treasurer,  a  new  one  to 
■be  at  once  elected. 

XXVII.  The  Registrar  to  be  annually  elected,  and 
to  be  proposed  by  the  President  to  the  Fellows.  The 
retiring  Registrar  in  be  capable  of  re-election. 

XXVIII.  A  new  Registrar  to  be  at  once  appointed 
in  case'  of  death. 

XXDL  All  the  officers  retain  office  daring  the  day 
on  which  dieir  successors  are  elected. 

XXX.  The  days  of  election  may  be  changed  by  by- 
Uw. 

XXXI.  No  proiies  allowed. 
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Sketches  of^BrazU :  including  New  Views  on  Tropicai 
and  European  Fever  j  with  Remarks  on  a  Premature 
Decay  qf  the  System  incident  to  Europeans  on  their 
Eetrnn  from  Hot  Climates,  By  Robbbt  Dvndas, 
M.D.,  Pbysician  to  the  Northern  Hospital,  Liverpool; 
formerly  Acting  Surgeon  to  H.  M.  60th  Regiment ; 
and  for  twenty-three  years  Medical  Superintendent 
of  the  British  Hospital,  Bahia.  London :  Churchill, 
1852.     pp.  449. 

This  interesting  work  conaists  of  an  introductory 
chapter,  wherein  the  various  authors  on  the 
subject  of  fever  are  noticed  and  commented  on ; 
of  two  "Lectures  on  the  Premature  Decay  of 
the  System  in  Europeans  returning  from  the 
Tropics;"  of  five  "Lectures  on  the  Pathology, 
Causes,  and  Treatment  of  Fever  ;"  of  a  "  Lecture 
on  1^  Hygienic  Conditions  of,  and  the  Diseases 
Prevalent  in,  Brazil ;"  of  one  "  On  the  State  of 
the  Medical  Profession  in  Brazil;"  and  of  an 
appendix,    consisting  of  two   papers,  on    the 


"Treatment  of  Fever  byLsf ge  Doses  of  Quinine," 
(to  which  system  the  author  gives  the  name  of 
ciWAont^m,)  published  respectively  in  the  Medical 
Times  and  London  Journal  qf  Medicine.  The 
lectures  were  delivered  in  the  Liverpool  Northern 
Hospital-,  in  the  early  part  of  1851. 
'  III  Lectures  I.  and  11.  Dr.  Dundas  makes 
vome  valuable  observations  on  the  premature 
"break-up"  of  the  system  in  Europeans  who 
have  returned  irom  the  tropics;  but  we  piust 
content  ourselves  with  advising  our  readers  to 
peruse  them  for  themselves. 

The  most  novel  part  of  the  work  is  tiiat  which 
relates  to  fever,  and  here  Dr.  Dundas  boldly 
declares  himself  an  opponent  of  those  doctrines 
which  have  been  handed  down  to  us  with  the 
sanction  of  great  names. 

The  doctrine  that  marsh. poison  is  the  sole 
generative  cause  of  certain  forms  of  fever,  has 
been  commonly  attributed  to  Lancisi.  Dr. 
Dundas,  however,  points  out  that  Lancisi  has 
been  quoted,  not  read.  He  has  never  met  witfi 
any  individual  who  has  perused  the  works  of  the 
Ital^  physician;  and,  after  some  trouble  in 
discovering  where  they  existed,'  hfis,  from  a 
perusal  of  a  copy  in  the  Eoyal  College  of  Sur- 
geons of  England,  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
the  "  recorded  doctrines  of  Lancisi  are  widely  at 
variance  with  those  so  universally  and  erroneously 
attributed  to  him,  especially  by  the  modems." 
This  subject  is  discussed  in  Lecture  III. 

Lecture  lY.  is  devoted  to  a  considetation  of 
the  prevailing  doctrines  on  malarious  fevers. 
Dr.  Dundas  here  combats  the  doctrine  that 
periodicity  is  a  distinctive  character  of  fevers 
which  originate  in  marsh  poison ;  and  also 
funuflfaes  us  with  aa  olldpodrida  of  the  opinions 
of  those<  authors  who  have  written  on  the  nature 
and  properties  of  marsh  poison.  A  most  hetero- 
geneous mass  it  certainly  is. 

In  Leoture  V.  Dr.  Dundas  submits  to  us  the 
grounds  on  which  he  was  led  to  reject  the  doc- 
trine of  marsh  miasm.  The  city  of  Bahia,  where 
he  was  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  British 
Ho^ital  for  twenty-three  years,  contains, — 

"  In  almoBt  unexampled  abundance,  all  those  phy- 
sical conditions  which  are  deemed,  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  physicians,  to  constitute  the  elements  essential 
for  the  generation  of  the  most  deadly  scourges  of 
humanity — epidemic  and  endemic  diseases.  I  may 
further  add,  that  I  have  myself,  within  the  last  twenty 
years,  witnessed  the  city  exposed,  on  three  several 
occasions,  to  the  combined  horrors  of  siege  and  famine, 
with  all  their  revolting  contingencies;   yet,  notwith- 
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standiDg  this  appalling  oombiiiatimi  of  physical,  moral, 
and  iodal  erib,  Bahia  ooatinaed  healthy."— pp.  203 — i . 

The  salubrity  of  Bahia  is  mainly  attributed  by 
ilie  author  to  the  equality  in  the  temperature 
between  the  day  and  night,  the  extreme  daily 
Ttange  being  about  six  degrees ;  the  highest  range 
of  the  thermometer  in  the  upper  city  genordly 
does  not  exceeds  82^^  Fahrenheit  in  the  summer, 
and  the  lowest  in  winter  is  72°. 

Prom  various  cases  wbich  came  under  bis 
notice,  Dr.  Dundas  was  led  to  conclude  that 
intermittent  feyer — 

"Did  not  arise  from  marsh  poison,  bat  sprang 
directly  from  imprudent  or  too  early  exposure  to  a 
strong  current  of  cool  sea-air,  loaded  with  moistate, 
whUe  the  system  was  under  the  debilitating  Influencs  of 
previous  exhaustion  or  disease." — p.  232. 

In  Lecture  VI.  the  hygidnic  condition  of  some 
of  the  districts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bahia  is 
treated  of,  and  the  doctrine  of  malaria  is  again 
vigorously  attacked,  but  we  must  pass  on  to 
make  a  few  extracts  from  the  next  lecture,  in 
which  a  subject  of  great  practical  importance  is 
treated  of. 

In  Lecture  VII.  Dr.  Dundas  expotmds  his 
views  on  the  treatment  of  intermittent,  remittent, 
and  continued  fever,  by  large  and  frequently- 
repeated  doses  of  quinine.  His  treatment  of 
typhus  fever  is  that  whidi  has  attracted  moat 
attention.    He  says : — 

"  Acting  on  my  conviction  of  the  essential  identity  of 
the  remittent  and  intermittent  fever  of  the  tropics  with 
tte  typihA  fiever  of  Europe,  and  aware  of  the  specific 
action  of  quinine  in  every  tiage  of  the  former  diseases,  I 
have  resorted  to  its  administration  in  the  ordinary 
typhus  of  this  country,  in  all  its  stages,  and  commonly 
with  the  happiest  results.  *  *  *  in 
typhus,  as  in  the  remittent  of  hot  climates,  the  trasfe* 
ment  by  quinine  will  be  successful  in  proportioii  to  its 
early  administration.  The  doses  also,  as  in  the  tropical 
fevers,  should  be  large,  ten  or  twelve  grains,  and 
repeated  at  intervals  not  exceeding  two  hours.  Three 
or  four  doses  will,  in  most  oases,  be  sufficient  to  produce 
its  specific  influence  on  the  nervous  systena,  which  is 
commonly  displayed  by  dizziness  of  the  head,  tinnitus 
aurium,  or  deafness,  or  in  the  rapid  subsidence  of  all  the 
urgent  symptoms.  In  the  latter  event,  three  or  four 
grains  of  the  quinine  should  be  administered  three  times 
a-day,  and  the  patient  supported  with  good  beef-tea,  or 
other  light  nutriment,  and  wine,  if  necessary.  Should, 
the  urgent  symptoms  return,  the  large  and  repeated 
doses  of  quinine  must  again  be  resorted  to.  Slops 
should  be  avoided,  and  purgatives  also,  unless  obviously 
indicated,  but  an  emetic  of  tartarised  antimony  will 
often  prove  useful  at  the  commencement,  and  appa- 
rently renders  the  system  more  obedient  to  the  specific 
influence  of  the  remedy. 

"Should  the  urgent  symptoms  persist,   notwith- 


standing the  administration  of  five  or  nz  doses  of 
quinine,  or  should  dizziness  or  tinnitus  aniinm  si^er- 
vene,  the  medicine  must  be  discontinued,*  and  after  an 
interval  of  six  or  seven  hours,  small  and  repeated  dosea 
of  tarter  emetic  should  be  resorted  to,  until  full  vomitnig^ 
is  induced ;  then  allow  your  patient  to  rest  fer  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  recommence  the  quinine  as  lieine* 
When  there  is  much  restlessness  and  want  of  8leq>,  a 
full  dose  of  liquor  opii  sedativus,  with  some  drops  of 
nitric  add,  will  often  prove  highly  advantageous,  and 
enable  you  to  resume  your  treatment  with  more  prospect 
of  success.  , 

*'  Should  the  symptoms  still  resist,  yon  may  repeat 
lie  remedies  successively,  as  above,  for  four  or  five 
days,  and  unless  the  beneficial  effects  are  broadly 
marked  within  that  period,  we  can  no  longer  reasonably 
hope  for  success  firom  this  treatment ;  and  it  may  be^ 
abandoned,  or  the  quinine  continued  in  smaller  dosee.* 

This  method,  to  whioh  Dr.  Dundas  haa  subae^ 
quently  given  the  name  of  "  (riaehoniBm,"  lia» 
according  to  his  statements  in  his  worir» 
and  in  his  essays  on  the  subject  published  in 
the  Medical  Times  and  London  Jowmol  of 
Medicine,  been  tried,  with  maeked  sneoeM,  in 
the  Idverpool  Northern  and  Fever  HospiidlSt 
and  in  other  institutions.  In  the  Miay  nxmiber 
of  the  last-named  periodical,  however,  we  find 
Dr.  Dundas  complaining  that  oinohcHuaiii  hw 
not  met  with  that  snppdrt  which  it  merita,  and 
that  even  one  physician  of  note  had  stated— 
rather  unphilosophically  wo  must  say — that  "  he 
dared  not  try  it,"  and  that  "he  did  not  like 
fever-cux«rs."  Now  we  think,  that  such  an 
important  question  as  the  effect  of  Dr.  Dundaa'a 
treatment  of  typhus  fever,  ought  not  to  be 
summarily  disposed  of.  Let  the  metliod  be 
tried  impartially,  under  every  variety  of  cir- 
cumstance ',  let  evidence  for  and  a^linst  it  be 
collected  j  and  let  it  be  judged  by  the  results 
which  it  produces.  To  this,  we  are  sure.  Dr. 
Dundas  can  have  no  objection. 

The  remainder  of  this  lecture  is  occupied  with 
some  remarks  on  the  exciting  cause  qf  fever. 
This  is  believed  by  Dr.  Dundas  to  consist 
essentially  in  exhaustion  of  the  nervous  and 
vascular  systems,  followed  by  exposure  to  grea;t 
change  in  temperature.  The  doctrine  of  marsh 
effluvia  again  comes  under  animadversion ;  and 
some  prophylactic  rules  for  visitors  to  tropical 
climates  are  laid  down. 

Lecture  Vm.  contains  some  interesting  re- 
marks on  the  causes  of  salubrity  in  Bahia,  on 
certain  questions  connected  with  its  hygienic 


*  la  the  Appendix  to  hia  work,  Dr.  DondM  lUtM  tkat  "  t 
veDdoB  of  dMfhaM  or  tinnittti  norlm  Aoc<  not  itmyi  toiieSW  a 

ncceiaity  tat  raipendlBK  the  remedy". 
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^condition,  and   on    certain    diseases  prevalent 
among  the  Brazilians. 

Lecture  IX.  contains  a  sketcli  of  tlie  state  of 
the  medical  profession  in  Brazil.  There  are  two 
natural  faculties  of  medicine,  one  at  Kio  de 
Janeiro,  the  other  at  Bahia ;  both  are  alike,  and 
modelled  very  nearly  after  the  constitution  of  the 
JEeole  de  Midedne  of  Paris.  Gratuitous  services, 
on  the  part  of  medical  men,  are  unknown. 

"  In  cases  of  accident  or  sodden  emeqiencf ,  an  oflScer 
of  the  hospital  not  being  at  hand,  another  practitioner 
is  immediately  summoned,  and  paid  his  regular  fee. 
In  fact,  seeing  that  the  barrister,  the  attorney,  the 
priest,  and  every  other  class  of  the  community,  exact* 
remnneration— and  large  remuneration  too— for  time 
and  services,  the  Brazilian  cannot  be  made  to  compre- 
hend the  grounds  on  which  the  doctor  alone,  after  long 
years  of  study  and  expense,  can  bo  expected  to  devote 
his  time,  his  health,  and  talents,  gratuitously  to  the 
people.  The  Uberal  and  enlightened  British  public 
will,  no  doubt,  open  wide  their  eyes  at  such  unanswer- 
able  evidence  of  barbarism  and  defective  reasoning 
powers,  in  a  nation  making  pretences  to  civilization ; 
and  the  proof  will,  I  fear,  be  deemed  too  conclusive 
^BUMt  my  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  line,  to 
admit  of  my  advancing  a  single  word  in  their  defenoe. 
I  may  be  permitted,  however,  to  uige  in  mitigation, 
^that  people  often  view  matters  difFerently  to  the  south 
of  the  Equator.  Be  this,  however,  as  it  may,  one 
thing  is  quite  certain,  that  the  Brazilian,  is  a  much 
more  independent  agent  than  the  British,  physician.— 
|ip.  387-8. 

We  must  now  bring  our  notice  of  Dr.  Dundas's 
work  to  a  close.  Many  interesting  pasaages  we 
hare  been  reluctantly  compelled  to  pass  ovw; 
bnt  we  hope  that  this  wiU  be  fully  compensated 
for  by  the  extensive  circulation  of  the  books. 
It  is  evidently  the  production  of  an,  original 
thinker— one  whp  observes  faeth,  and  reasons 
&om  th^DL  An  endeavour,  to  bring  hia  views 
Imminently  before  the  profession  may  give  to 
I)r.  Dundas  the  appearance  of  beiug  unduly 
prejudiced  in  their  fhronr,  yet  we  find  him 
allowing  that  qninine  will  not  always  cure  fever. 
.We  recommend  the  book  to  the  careful  perusal 
of  every  practitioner,  who,  though  he  may  not 
feel  himself  justified  in  embracing  at  once  all 
tha  views  propounded  by  the  author,  will  find 
in  it  abundant  material  for  reflection,  and 
ralnable  hints  for  practice. 

TheStofMch  and  its  Difficulties. — By  Sir  Jamks  Evre, 
M.D.,  Edin.,  Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  in  London,  Consulting  Physician  to  St. 
George's  and  St.  James's  Dispensary,  &c.  London : 
Churchill,  1852.     pp.  l52. 

AsMBn  with   his  trusty  weapon  of  oxide   of 
aiLrer,  Sir  James  Eyre,  again  proclaims  him- 


self the  champion  of  the  dyspeptic,  and  the 
redressor  of  all  the  injuries  inflicted  by  thai 
*<  miacfaieyous  and  dangerous,  because  power- 
ful despot,"  the  stomach.  And  surely  we  owe 
a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  William 
the  Fourth,  for  having^o  sagaciously  discerned 
tlu9  merits  of  the  modest  country  practitioner, 
the  Maypr  of  Hereford,  and  for  having,  by  con- 
femng  on  him  the  honour  of  knighthood,  caused 
him  to  shine  as  one  of  the  benefactors  of  the 
human  race. 

;  The  .worthy  knight,  af^r  a  graceful  flourish  of 
trumpets  in  the  form  of  a  preface,  most  loeidfy 
describes  the  anatomy  and  functions  of  the 
stomach  and  its  attendant  satellites.  Who 
amcng  us  can  fail  to  receive  instruction  from 
such  deseriptions  as  the  following : — 

"The  two  next  portions  of  the  small  intestines, 
(call^  jejannm  and  ileum)  famished  as  has  been  said, 
with  an  inner  delicate  secreting  membrane,  and^  like  the 
stomach,  with  another  of  a  muscular  texture,  pass  on 
the  prepared  fluid  through  their  long  tubulated  structure, 
which  is  supplied  by  another  description  of  vessels 
which  permeate  the  canal ;  and  these,  marvellously, — 
whete  aH  is  marvellous! — by  a  selective  property, 
absorb  from  the  stream  as  it  flows,  its  nutrient  and 
valnabje  portion.  They  then  convey  this  to  a  recep- 
tacle by  the  side  of  the  spine,  and  finally,  this  new 
purified  product  is  distilled  drop  by  drop  into  a  vein, 
which  is  passing  to  the  heart  and  lungs,  that  it  may 
be  perfected  by  the  action  of  the  oxygen  of  the 
aUnaephetouito  the  bloodr-the  grand  vital  fluid  of  the 
body,  from  which  all  the  varions  secretions  are  formed." 
—pp.  8—9. 

'  Saving  described  the  enemy.  Sir  James  pre- 
sents VLB  with  an  equally  instructive  view  of  some 
of  the  modes  of  annoyance  which  he  follows,  and 
of  the  means  whereby  we  may*keep  the  rebel  in 
proper  subjeetion.  And  we  learn  that  the  wealthy 
aasong  ns  have  erred  greatly  in  depar^g  from 
'the  good  old  medioeval  custom  of  "keeping  a 
jcstel*  for  after  dinner  use;  he  would  be  well 
worth  his  keep  and  his  salary,  too,  if  he  were  a 
clever  fool."  Many  an  unfortunate  wight  would 
then,  while  aiding  the  digestion  of  his  employer, 
by  Ms  jokes,  be  enabled  to  remedy  the  great 
difficulty  of  his  own  stomach— that  of  getting  it 
fiUed. 

But  we  must  pass  on  to  notice  the  good 
kfiight's  panegyric  on  his  trusty  weapon — 

*^  The  oxide  of  silver  is  the  best  and  safest,  because 
the  most  sure,  medicine  that  we  have  in  most,  I  do  not 
say  in  a]3,  cases  of  dyspepsia.  Having  prescribed  it 
mora  frequently  than  any  other  living  physician,  once 
dailjr^  generally  much  oftener,  in  various  ailments, 
during  the  last  ten    years,   (since  July,   1841,)  and 
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watched  its  effect  with  entire  fidelity,  aided  hy  many 
enthusiastic  friends,  any  objection  to  its  use,  irbm  any 
-quarter  whatever,  passes  by  me  as  wind  and  Tapour, 
against  the  deep  conTietion  of  positive  indtrisitable 
experience.  Time  will  settle  the  quegtim  and  I  ditm 
no  other  arbitrator.  Every  obserring  madioal  nan 
most  have  valuable  informat^n  to  Gommnsieal»»  wbjdi» 
neglecting  to  record,  is  lost  to  hig  brethre*  Ut  «fec; 
for  myself,  not  writhig  for  pelf,  though  loving  emploiL- 
me&t»  it  is  my  intention,  so  lonf  asf  1  maj^Uvep  tP 
treasure  up  and  publish  firosa  time  to  time^  any  practkal 
points  that  I  may  have  the  good  fortune  to  disceni- 
Not  to  overload  this  work,  which  has  ft  general,  and 
not  a  particular  object,  I  purpose  reoprdju;>g  the  written 
jreports  of  my  professional  friends  upon  the  oxide  pf 
aQver  in  dyspepsia,  in  an  appendix,  bat  shall,  at  the 
riek  qf  being  considered  an  empiric  by  those  who  know 
me  not,  allow  a  few  of  my  grateful  patients — and  I 
promise  that  they  shall  not  be  so  numerous  as  to  tiro — 
to  speak  for  themselves  as  to  the  good  which  13i6y  have 
derived  from  the  medicine  in  their  re8pe«tfv)s  M^.  * 
*  *  *  The  oxide  of  silver  is  tonic  and  a 
a  sedative  of  the  first  class,  in  dy8pet)8ia  s^d  d^nfhtta. 
*      *      *      *  J  have  never  said  or  wiitteq 

a  word  to  my  medical  brethren  respecting  the  pre- 
eminent qualities  of  this  admirable  medidne,  tfattt  I 
could  not  entirely  justify;  and  whether  they  take  it  up 
generally  or  not,  is  of  no  oonsequeaoetoine  io^vMiMUy* 
■0  long  as  I  feel  that  I  have  presented  .to  th^,  inth , 
the  purest  intention,  a  feitfaful  report  of:  a  very  ]f^e 
experience."— -pp.  112—114. 

And,  now,  what  sufficient  acknowle^ements 
can  be  given  to  Sir  James,  of  the  inestimable 
serviees  he  has  rendered.  Payment  in,gcdd  coin 
id  to  him  distasteful ;  an  offer  of  nLreac  oejn  is 
repelled  with  noble  disdain*  A  "wspeotalble. 
tradesman  in  Piccadilly,"  once  presented  him 
with  a  testimonial  in  silver,  bearing  on  it  "  a 
grateM  inscription  to  me — his  successful  phy- 
sician." But- how  shall  the  multitud^,aG]qlpw- 
ledge  the  benefits  received  from  himP  Shall 
not  there  be  a  shield  of  silver  presented  to  the 
good  knight,  whereon  shall  be  emblazoned  his 
achievements  P  Dyspepsia,  hepaiic  disease,  con* 
stipation,  and  their  conpanions,  might  be  repre- 
sented as  flying  terrified  on  his  approach,  while 
health,  cheerfulness,  and  mental  activity  re- 
occupy,  with  gladdened  and  grateful  eoonte- 
nances,  the  seats  to  which  they  had  beeo  long 
strangers.  And  the  restored  dyspeptic  may 
point  out  to  his  suffering  brother,  how  he  also 
may  regain  his  lost  health ! 

We  have  written  thus  far,  perhaps,  too  much 
in  the  tone  of  Sir  Jameses  own  jester ;  but  in 
sober  sadness  we  are  obliged  to  maintain  that  he 
has  not  convinced  us,  by  his  own  experience,  of 
the  value  of  the  oxide  of  silver.  In  otiier  handa 
it  has  certainly  failed,  though,  like  most  of  the 


much-vaunted  remedies  for  such  a  Protean, 
disease  as  dyspepsia,  it  may  be  u^ful  in  some 
cases ;  but  this  is  certainly  not  saying  mueh 
for  a  remed;^  which  Sir  James  Eyre  regards  as. 
almost  a  perfect  panacea. 
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MenHrual  Flmid  Coi^ined  in  the  Ulenu  bjf  an  imp^- 
Jbrate  Hfmen.-^By  Dr.  Flstcbi^r. 

A  OIW-.  Bged  17,  in  the  Birmingham  Generd 
Hospital.  She  had  some  inflammation  connected  with 
the  vagina  three  or  four  years  ago,  not  having  then, 
menstruated.  At  seventeen  years  of  age  no  menstrnal 
dischai^  appeared,  and  a  tumour  showed  itself  in  the 
.lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  By  a  catheter  being  intro- 
(dDO«d  into  the  bladder,  that  viscos  was  found  puhed 
iD|;gi  the  right  iliac  regioi^.  When  tlie  hladder  wav 
0ni|Kti^»  the  tumonr  was  found  in  the  median  line,  and 
prwsing  opon  the  rectum.  A  dense  fluctuation  was 
found  by  the  finger  in  the  rectum,  and  it  was  ^dent  that 
them  was  a  considerable  interspace  between  the  finger 
in  the  rectum  and  the  catheter  in  the  hladder.  The 
hymen  was  imperforate,  and  was  strengthened  by  hands 
of  fidae  membrane;  which,  being  brolcen  dtown  duiiog 
examinatioQ,  distinct  fluctuation  was  felt  agamst  the 
hymen.  Mr.  Baker  divided  the  membrane,  and  ttoia 
four  to  six  ounces  of  thick  treacle-like  fluid  issued  at 
the  time,  and  more  afterwards.  The  operation  has 
been  followed  by  symptoms  of  peritoneal  inflammation, 
for  which  she  is  still  under  care. 

The  fluid  was  of  chocolate  colour,  of  tenadona 
semigelatinous  consistepce.  By  the  microscope  it  wi» 
found  to  contain  cells,  and  to  be  chiefly  made  up-of, 
ahiiveUed  blood-corpuscles. 

Canee  at  the  Junction  qf  the  Upper  and  Middle  Bern 
of  the  fi^/em«m.— By  Dr.  VLtrommm. 

The  patient,  aged  between  60  and  70,  had  beeo  in 
the  Birmingham  General  Hospital  for  disease  of  his 
heart.  Some  separation  was  then  remarked  between 
the  first  and  second  bones  of  the  sternum.  There  was 
evidently  pus  between  the  bones;  and  the  extremities  of 
the  bones  crepitated  when  moved  against  each  other. 
He  left  the  hoepital.  One  night  he  went  to  sleep 
under  a  brick-kiln,  and  next  morning  was  found  dead. 

The  heart  was  found  much  hypertrophied ;  the  flnt 
and  second  bones  of  the  sternum  were  canons  in  the 
part  where  they  were  connected  with  each  other,  and 
were  completely  separated  from  each  other;  they  lay 
in  a  dreumscribed  abscess,  which  did  not  communicate 
with  the  mediastinum.    The  amount  of  bone  destroyed 
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I  not  ynrf  grait.  The  cutOage  of  the  second  rib 
either  aide  wee  oarions;  it  presented  a  carious 
appearance,  being  burrowed  into  by  little 
extending  into  the  heart  of  the  tissue.  The 
cwtilsges  contained  conaderable  deposit  of  calcareons 
nailer,  and  it  seemed  not  improbable  that  the  caiions 
process  had  ponsisted  in  the  absorption  of  this  calcareous 
matter  in  plaoes*  •  There  was  no  apparent  cause  for  the 


Tkfte  Cmu  (^Etfimuiti  JHtean  of  Me  Hemi.^B^ 

Dr.  F,LSTCBKR. 

Gsie  1. — ^An  old  soldier,  who  had  served  in  India,, 
aged  46,  a  patient  in  the  Birmingham  HMpitaL  Very 
Intemperate.  He  was  labouring  under  great  dyspnoea; 
had  a  ^oiek  laboarinff  p»be;  there  wen»  the  pbyi«al 
signs  of  efliisioii  into  the  left  chesty  with  much  crepi- 
tation in  the  Kings;  the  thorscic  effusion  rendered  it 
hnpoesible  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  cardiac  dulness^ 
the  heart's  beat  and  sounds  were  natural.  Treatmtot 
had  little  influence  in  checking  the  disease,  and  he  died 
in  three  weeks. 

There  was  considerable  effusion  in  both  sides  of  the 
chest ;  the  Jeft  lung  was  much  collapsed.  On  CttfUng 
through  the  pericardium  it  was  found  to  contain  Uobdy  ^^li^iniiatism.    The  symptoms  came  on  gradually  and 


Berum,  of  so  dark  a  colour  that  at  first  it  was  euppbted 
that  the  ventricle  had  been  opened,  but  it  was  explalMie^ 
by  finding  a  laige  amount  of  old  pericardial  adhesicftis, 
and  that  the  bloody  fluid  was  contained  in  a  sac  h6l- 
lowed  in  these  adhesions.  The  heart  was  dilated,  with 
only  a  proportionate  amount  of  hypertrophy;  the 
▼alves  healthy;  the  tissue  of  the  heart  flabby; 'the 
liver  was  cirrhosed,  and  only  two-thirds  its  nortnal 
ajae;  kidneys  congested.     Other  organs  heslihy.       ' 

Here  there  was  no  friction-sound  to  indicate,  the 
pericarditis,  and  the  pleural  effusion  prsvented  the 
pericardial  dulness  from  being  made  out.  , 

Case  2. — Case  2  was  an  old  Irishman.  Dr.  Fletcher 
first  saw  him  three  years  ago.  There  was  then  tf  ire- 
mendous  rasping-soimd  under  the  sternum,  connect^ 
with  the  aorta,  with  dilatation  and  hypertrophy  of  the 
*heart.  Dr.  Fletcher  then  told  him  that  he  had  heart^dis- 
flaae,andthathemusttakecaTeof  himself;  he  forthwith 
.  went  home,  and  got  dnuk.  Since  that  time  the  Doctor 
had  often  seen  him  walking  np  the  stiff  hill  of  the  Ball 
Bing  as  fast  as  he  could  himself,  .and  the  patient  ^plied 
to  him  on  sevrral  occasions.  The  last  time  Dr.  Fletcher 
saw  him  he  was  going  to  a  sale;  he  walked  with  him, 
and  talked  of  the  markets,  &c.,  but  Dr.  Fletcher  noticed 
that  his  breath  was  Tery  sensitive  to  any  acceleration  of 
paoe^  or  increase  of  hill.  He  got  worse,  and  Dr. 
Fletcher  then  saw  him  with  Dr.  EUdngton.  There 
was  much  spasm  of  the  breath,  with  orthopneea.  The 
physical  signs  were  unchanged.  He  died  suddenly  as 
he  was  sitting  in  his  chsir,  oet  having  been  in  bed  for 
ft  year  and  a  half. 

llkere  was  considerable  efiu8k>n  into  both  aides  of  the 
diest,  and  into  the  pericardium;  the  heart  was  greatly 
hypertrophied,  and  dilated ;  the  valves  of  the  right  side 
heattfay ;  the  tricuspid  orifice  much  dUated^  but  the 
valve  was  very  large;    mitral  valve  healthy;  but  to 


insert  the  finger  through  the  aortic  valves,  wss  like 
patting  it  into  a  gravel  pit,  firom  the  enormous  amount 
of  (Balosreotts  deposit  on  the  sigmoid  valves,  the  finger 
IMSScd  between  two  rigid  stony  masses,  formed  by  the. 
OHMjuatimfc  of  the  valves  into  two  concretions;  the 
aMSMing  aertft  was  much  dilated;  the  lining  membrane^ 
of^Hie  ItfNtft  waa  vlear,  except  a  spot  of  thickening  in 
the'  left  ventricle ;  there  was  a  very  large  clear  cyst  at 
the  surface  of  the  one  kidney,  the  tissue  of  the  kidney 
befog  healthy;  the  opposite  kidney  was  somewhat 
gnAiuiirl'' 

'  If  teoflfd  faaW  been  stated  that  the  dyspnoea,  which 
occiuredin  Tiolent  fits,  was  relieved  by  his  hanging  hy 
his  arms  from  a  high  chimney-piece,  and  the  patient 
used  often  to  adopt  this  posture.  His  urine  contains 
albumen. 

.jfff^f,3.— This  case  derives  considerable  interest  fi!om 
90fnp{^f|fson  with  the  last.  The  patient  had  been  labouring^ 
und^^jiymptoms  of  heart-disease  for  about  three  months 
hg^e  death,  so  far  as  it  was  known.  He  had  had  a  great- 
d^al  of  mental  anxiety  two  years  before,  and  this  con*^ 
tinued  to  his  death.  This  was  the  only  apparent  cause 
of  illness,  and  his  friends  explained  his  illness  by  that- 
Dr  J  Fletcher  was  not  aware  of  his  having  had 


iiMkswttff  and  steadily  advanced,  with  little  variation, 
il^  hud  gresit  dyspnoea,  palpitation,  and  great  engorge- 
Wkrint; '  witix  'ptfsatton  of  the  vema  in  the  front  or 
the  neck. 

The  heart  was  found  much  enlarged,  especially  the 
left  side  ;  the  left  ventricle  was  enormously  dilated,  and 
its  wall  iiiuch  hypertrophied,  though'  not  in  proportion 
to  the  asftount  of  the  dilatation;  the  eolnmnse  camese 
'  weve  greatly  developed;  the  auricle  was  dilated,  but 
.  hat  to  an  extent  proportionate  to  the  ventricle ;  the 
T)g^, Tantride  was  somewhat  dilated;  there  was  no 
.important  disease  of  the  valves,  except  some  atheroma 
at  the  root  of  the  aorta;  the  aortic  valves  were  large, 
but  it  was  conjectured  had  become  unequal  to  their 
oftee,  thus  the  dSatation  of  the  heart. 

Lithie  Acid  Calcultu.^Bj  Mr.  Moou. 

;  This  fofmarion  weighs  about  five  drachms  and  a 
half;  it  is  composed  of  lithie  acid  internally,  and  of 
urate  of  ammonia  externally,  the  external  layer  being 
evidently  of  a  very  recent  date.  The  crystals  of  lithie 
acid  are  plainly  seen  glistening,  but  their  ibrm  becomes 
much  more  apparent  when  examined  with  a  lens.  The 
hhtemsl  portion  is  entirely  dissolved  in  boiling  liquor 
potaase,  and  when  digested  in  nitric  acid,  it  becomes  a 
deep  purple  on  the  addition  of  ammonia.  The  external 
layer  emits  ammonia  when  treated  with  liquor  potassce. 

Scrqfidoui  Disiose  of  Us  IVimfS.-- By  Mr.  Moore. 

The  pafaent  from  whom  this  specimen  was  obtained- 
was  a  scrofidous  lad,  aged  14,  who  had  the  foot  removed 
for  disease  of  the  tarsal  bones.  The  disease  was. 
6f  sonse  eighteen  months'  standing,  and  there  were 
numenms  openings  about  the  ankle,  leading  to  carious, 
bone.  All  the  tarsal  bonea  are  seen  to  be  diseased,  the. 
astragalus  and  scaphoid  so  much  so  that  their  textures 
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Is  nearly  all  lost.  Tbe  other  small  bones  are  not  so 
^scaeed,  bat  are  of  a  feathery  lightness,  and  rery 
ftagile ;  they  contrast  very  strongly  with  some  forms  of 
bone  where  the  characteristics  are  hardness 
isity. 
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COUKCIL    BEPOKT  OF  THE  BPIDEICIOLOGICAL  SOCIETY, 

Bead  at  ihe  Annual  Meeting,  April  5,  1852. 


Dr.    Babimoton    in    the    Chaik. 

The  Council,  in  presenting  their  second  Report  to 
the  members  of  the  Society,  have  mnch  satisfaction  in 
being  enabled  to  congratulate  them  on  tbe  faTourable 
progress  made  by  the  Society  during  the  last  twelve 
months. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting  the  Society  has  con- 
tinned  steadily  to  increase  the  number  of  its  members, 
twenty.two  haying  been  added  to  the  list  of  contributing 
members,  and  twenty-three  to  that  of  the  corresponding 
members. 

The  Council,  duly  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
extending  the  inquiries  of  the  Society  to  Foreign  and 
onr  own  Colonial  possessions,  as  well  as  to  the  different 
countries  6f  Europe,  resolved  to  complete  the  list  of 
Foreign  and  Colonial  Secretaries  as  early  as  circam- 
stanoes  would  permit.  A  Committee  was  accordmgly 
established  for  that  purpose,  and  the  Council  have  now 
•the  pleasure  of  announcing  the  following  appointments,. 
Tiz:— 

Belgium,-r-k,  Sayer,  M.D.,  28,  Upper  Seymour 
Street,  Portman  Square. 

Bait  /nrfi«.— James  Bird,  M.D.,  27,  Hyde  Park 
Square,  and  C.  Finch,  M.D.,  58,  Porchester  Terrace, 
Bayswater. 

-FVance.— Waller  Lewis,  M.B., F.G.S.,  1 8,  Stratford 
Place,  Cavendish  Square. 

Germany  and  Busna.--E,  H.  Sieveking,  M.D.,  3, 
Bentinck  Street,  Manchester  Square,  and  W.  E. 
Swaine,  M.D.,  6,  Upper  Seymour  Street,  Portman 
Square. 

Greece  and  //a/y.— C.  R.  Walsh,  Esq.,  42,  Half 
Moon  Street,  Piccadilly. 

Portugal  and  the  Brazile.—J.  O.  McWilliam, 
M.D.,F.R,S.,  R.N.,  14,  Trinity  Square,  Tower  Hill. 

Sweden,  Norway,  'Denmark,  and  /ce/on/f.— R. 
Gordon  Latham,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  27,  Upper  South- 
wick  Street,  Hyde  Park. 

West  Indies. — Garin  Milroy,  M.D.,  30,  Fitzroy 
Square. 

The  importance  of  these  appointments  is  daily  be- 
coming more  apparent.  Letters  have  been  received  by 
the  Foreign  and  Colonial  Secretaries  from  various  parts 
of  the  Continent,  finom  India,  and  from  the  BrazQs, 
expressive,  on  the  part  of  our  professional  brethren  and 
others  in  these  countriesy  of  their  warm  approbation  of 


the  objects  of  tiie  Society,  and  of  their 
to  co-operate  with  its  members,  and  alreadj  sosM 
valuable  contributions  on  sabjeels  conneelad  wiOi 
epidemic  diseases,  have  been  received  firom  Swedai, 
from  India,  from  the  West  Indies,  and  firom  the  BnoOs. 

The  Prussian  Minister^  and  tbe  American  Miniater, 
have  each  addressed  a  letter  to  the  President  of  tte 
Society,  ezpreMive  of  great  interest  in  its  objects,  eauk 
.oiSBring  in  the  most  handsome  manner  to  transMit 
letters  and  papers  from  the  Society  to  the  oovntries  thsj 
respectively  represent,  and  in  other  respects  to  aid  the 
operations  of  the  Society.  There  is  also  reason  to 
•believe  that  similar  faeilitias  for  holdiag  commnnieation 
with  other  countries  will,  ere  long,  be  granted  by  tte 
other  Foreign  Embaaries,  and  then  tiie  Society  wfll  be 
relieved  from  the  heavy  postage  diaiiges  whidi  meet 
otherwise  be  defrayed  from  its  f onds. 

The  Cooncil,  having  deemed  it  would  be  condactvetn 
the  interests  of  the  Society  that  the  first  addram  to  tiie 
Society  by  the  President  should  be  more  extenmrefy 
droalated  amongst  its  members  and  the  public,  caoasd 
one  thousand  copies  of  this,  as  well  as  of  the  President'e 
second  address,  to  be  printed  and  distributed  aooordingly. 

The  Reports  from  the  Secretaries  of  the  ywAaem 
Committees,  indicate  that  their  members  aro  maUog 
steady  and  diligent  progress  in  the  investigation  of  the 
subjects  with  which  they  reflectively  have  been 
intrusted. 

The  SmaU^PoK  and  Vaecinaiion  Committee  have 
already  issued  queries  bearing  on  the  aubjeot  of  their 
inquiry  to  not  less  than  1,800  medieal  men,  pf  whefli 
527  have  had  the  kindness  to  reply  mcNre  or  less 
minutely  to  the  questions  of  the  Committee,  and  these 
replies  have  been  tabulated,  analysed,  and  arranged. 

The  Committee  have  likewise  pot  themselvss  in 
communication  with  the  Poor'^Law  Commissioners,  wUh 
the  Board  of  Health,  and  with  the  Registrar-Genend. 
These  authorities  have,  with  the  greatest  kindness  and 
liberality,  put  every  document  in  their  possession  at  tte 
disposal  of  the  Committee,  and  avast  fund  of  i 
information  has  thus  been  obtained. 

With  the  view  of  rendering  the  investigation  as  < 
prehensive  as  possible,  the  Committee  have  been  indoeed 
to  draw  up  another  and  very  short  form  of  queries  wfaMl 
they  intend  to  address  to  all  the  Union  MediealOiBeers, 
(more  than  three  thousand  in  number,)  throughout  the 
kingdom.  These  queries  the  Poor-LawBoard  have 
most  kindly  undertaken  to  forward  free  of  expense. 
The  same  form  will  also  be  sent  to  various  other  medicd 
men.  The  Committee,  moreover,  have  already  pot 
themselves  in  communication,  or  are  about  to  put  thsM- 
selves  in  communication,  with  the  authorities  of  the 
National  Vaccine  Establishment,  of  the  SmsH-Foz 
Hospital,  of  the  Rdyal  Jennerian  Institution,  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  Medical  Boards,  and  of  various  pubHe 
institutions  throughout  the  kingdom. 

Besides  their  inquiries  in  this  country,  the  Comsiittee 
have  sent  through  the  Hon.  the  -Board  of  Directors  of 
the  East  India  Company,  a  oertun  number  of  their 
queries  to  medical  men  statkmed  in  various  parts  of 
India,  in  reply  to  some  of  wMch  a  package  of  letters, 
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eontainiDg    lauch    valuable  information,   reached  the 
Society  from  Bombay  by  the  last  malL 

They  have  sought  and  obtained  direct  information 
relative  to  the  laws  affecting  vaccination  and  the  practice 
of  it,  as  pursued  in  Austria,  in  Prussia,  and  in  Sweden. 
Within  the  last  few  days  a  series  of  valuable  papers  have 
been  received  from  Sweden,^the  statistics  of  which  have 
been  reduced  to  the  form  required  for  the  Report  of 
ibe  Committee.  The  Royal  Ordinance,  and  other 
papers  in  the  Swedish  language  on  the  same  subject, 
are  also  being  translated  into  English,  through  the  kind 
agency  of  the  Chevalier  Tottie,  Consul-Genend  for 
Sweden  and  Norway. 

Different  members  of  the  Committee  have  been 
engaged  in  examining  various  published  works,  reports, 
and  other  documents  on  small-pox  and  vaccination. 

From  the  great  extent  of  the  inquiry  tlius  undertaken 
by  them< — an  extent,  indeed,  which  has  appeared  to  get 
amstntly  larger,  as  the  Committee  have  proceeded  in 
their  labours — it  is  impossible  for  them  to  say  when 
they  will  be  able  to  present  a  formal  report.  TTie 
probability  is  that  that  they  will  avail  themselves  of  the 
pcnoission  already  granted  by  the  Council,  and  present 
a  aeries  of  reports  on  the  subject.  But  whatever  deter- 
mination they  may  eventually  come  to  on  this  point, 
they  are  sure  that  they  will  best  consult  the  wishes  of 
the  Council,  and  act  most  in  conformity  with  the  l^gb 
diaracter  and  purpose  of  the  Epidemiological  Society, 
by  avoiding  immature  conclusions,  and  by  steadily 
IKurmung  their  investigations  to  the  utmost  extent  to 
which  they  are  oapabloof  being  earned  withadvantage« 

Aa  has  been  stated  on  a  former  occasion,  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  "  Condition  of 
Common  Lodglng-Houses,"  &c.,  obtained  a  sufficient 
number  of  replies  to  the  queries  issued  by  them  to  enable 
fliem  to  present  a  report,  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Council.  But  the  important  measures  which  the  Earl  of 
Shaftesbury  succeeded  in  carrying  through  both  houses 
of  Parliament,  fortunately  rendered  the  interposition  of 
the  Epidemiological  Society,  in  a  great  degree,  un- 
neceesary.  The  working  of  Lord  Shaftesbury's  enact- 
ments will,  however,  continue  to  receive  the  attention  of 
the  Committee.  ^ 

T^e  Epizootic  Committee,  conducted  by  Professor 
Symonds,  of  the  Royal  Veterinary  College,  assisted  by 
several  distinguished  members  of  the  veterinary  and 
medical  professions,  have  held  several  meetings,  but 
droamstances  have  hitherto  prevented  their  making 
much  progress  in  their  operations.  They  nevertheless 
oontsnne  to  receive  assurance  of  valuable  co-operation 
from  various  parts  of  the  country ;  and  the  Honourable 
the  Board  of  Customs  have  kindly  directed  their 
Inspector  of  cattle  to  give  the  Committee  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  be  enabled  to  afford  regarding  the 
diseases  affecting  foreign  cattle  imported  into  this 
country.  « 

The  Hospital^  Committee.-—Tbis  Committee,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  epidemic  diseases  prevailing 
In  public  hospitals,  have  completed  their  comprehensive 
form  of  queries,  which  is  now  being  printed,  and 
vrill  be    immediately    circulated  extensively    amongst 


physicians  and  surgeona  of  the  various  hospitals 
throQghoat  the  kingdom,  and  others  of  the  profession 
from  whom  information  on  the  various  subjects  em- 
braced by  the  Committee  is  likely  to  be  obtained. 
Among  other  Committees  contemplated  by  the  Council^ 
it  is  intended  to  institute  Committees  to  investigate 
scarlet  fever  and  other  epidemics  which  affect  the 
human  race ;  likewise  the  potatoe  disease,  and  other 
diseases  affecting  the  vegetable  kingdom.  But  the 
formation  of  these  Committees,  as  well  as  the  successful 
carrying  out  of  the  objects  of  the  Committees  already 
existing,  depend  greatly  upon  the  assistance  which  the 
Society  may  receive  from  the  profession  and  the  public. 
The  Council  are  happy  to  announce  that  several 
hand^qte  pecuniary  donations  have  been  lately  made 
tp  the  Society,  which  will  be  more  particularly  noticed 
in  the  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee.  They  also 
gratefully  acknowledge  that  some  valuable  books  have 
been  presented  to  the  Society  since  the  last  annual 
meetii^g.  To  the  medical  press  the  thanks  of  the 
CoojAcil  are  eminently  due  for  the  publicity  they  have 
uniformly  given  to  the  transactions  at  the  Society 'a 
meetings ;  more  especially  for  the  warmth  with  which 
they  uiged  upon  the  professioi^the  necessity  of  their 
forwarding  the  objects  of  the  small-pox  and  vaccination 
.committee. 

The  Council,  then,  in  looking  back  upon  the  eventa 
of  the  Society  during  the  Isst  twelve  months,  cannot 
but  consider  they  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  ita 
progress,  and  with  the  impression  it  has  already  mado 
upon  the  general  and  professional  public. 

'■Judging  from  the' additions  that  have  been  made  to 
the  numbers  of  the  ordinary  and  corresponding 
members ;  from  the  papers  that  have  been  read  at  the 
ordinary  meetings,  as  well  as  from  the  discussions  that 
the  reading  of  those  papers  have  excited ;  from  the 
extent  to  which  the  Society  is  gradually  opening  up 
communications  with  other  countries;  and  from  the 
manner  in  which  its  operations  have  all.  along  been 
noticed  and  promoted  by  the  public  press,  and  more 
recently  by  some  from  Government  Boards,  and  th& 
various  representatives  of  foreign  powers  in  London,  the* 
Council  foel  themselves  justified  in  anticipating  that  the 
Epidemiological  Society  is  deatined,  at  no  diatant  period, 
to  Occupy  an  important  position  among  scientific 
societies. 

Second  inue  qf  Qftettiom  on  the  results  qf  Vaccination. 

1.  If  vaccinated,  at  what  age  ? 

2.  „  the  number  of  cicatrices  ? 

3.  „  '  the  special  character  of  ditto  ? 

4.  ,y  have  you  been   much  exposed  to 

Small-Pox  ? 

5.  „  have  you  taken  S.P.,  and  when  ? 

6.  , ,  and  taken  S.P. ,  was  it  mild  or  severe  ? 

7.  If  inoculated,  at  what  age? 

8.  „  have^ou  taken  S.P.,  and  when? 

9.  , ,  and  taken  S.P.,  was  it  mild  or  severe  ? 

10.  „  have  you  taken  Cow-Pox  accidentally 

or  experimentally  ? 

11 .  If  neither  vaccinated  nor  inoculated,  have  yon  taken 

Small-Pox  ? 

12.  What  is  your  opmion  of  the  efficacy  of  vaccination. 

as  a  protection  against  Small  Pox  ? 
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•On  a  Sieiko§eopie  ludieation  qf  ike  Separation  rf  ike 
Plaeenia, 

M.  CaiUant  (Tk/ee  Inaugurale  Parian  1852)  ioforms 
Tifly  that  while  engaged  assiduously  in  the  practice  of 
obstetrical  auscultation,  it  occurred  to  him  to  investigate 
the  relations  between  the  cessation  of  the  placental 
bruit,  and  the  disruption  of  the  placenta  from  the 
uterine  surface.  While  thus  occupied,  be  accidentally 
made  the  discovery  of  a  peculiar  and  characteristic 
vonnd,  heard  immediately  after  the  expulsion  of  the 
tdiild,  and  which  he  at  once  attributed  to  the  peeling  off 
of  the  placenta.  In  order  to  ascertain  with  certainty 
that  this  sound  was  so  produced,  he  has  been  in  the 
luibit  of  auscultating  the  uterus  during  the  whole  process 
of  labour,  and  thus  made  out  that  the  sound  in  question 
was  only  audible  immediately  before  the  placenta  was 
felt  in  the  vagina.  This  sound  consists  in  a  repetition 
of  cracklings,  of  considerable  intensity,  beginning  and 
subsiding  with  each  uterine  contraction.  It  is  said  to 
be  very  different  from  the  muscular  bruit  attending  the 
contractions  of  the  organ,  as  well  as  from  the  placental 
bruit  itself,  and  more  nearly  resembles  ^the  dry  crepitus 
t>f  emphysema  than  any  other  known  sound. 

Dislocaiion  of  ike  Clavicle  Baekwarde. 

Dislocation  of  the  clavicle  backwards  is  comparatively 
«  rare  accident,  a  case  or  two  from  time  to  time  being 
placed  on  record.  One  such  is  published  by  M. 
Foucard,  {Remte  Medico- Ckirurfficale,  Feb.,  1851,) 
which  occurred  in  a  woman  who,  while  endeavouring  to 
move  a  cart  by  pushing  against  the  wheel,  got  jammed 
between  the  wheel  and  the  wall.  She  was  bled  next 
ilay,  but  her  symptoms  becoming  severe,  she  was  sub- 
sequently minutely  examined.  It  was  then  found  that  m 
-the  place  of  the  natural  projection  of  the  head  of  the 
-right  clavicle,  theie  was  a  distinct  hollow,  and  it  was 
•  evident  that  a  luxation  backwards  had  taken  place, 
-the  author  made  many  attempts  to  restore  the  bone  to 
its  place,  but  without  avail,  and  therefore  contented 
himself  with  subduing  the  inflammation  by  leeches. 
The  patient  recovered  and  now  is  only  conscious  of  the 
-accident  when  she  is  called  upon  to  make  unusually 
great  exertion. 

Cauierizaiion  (if  ike  Gloitie  in  Wkooping  Cough, 

M.  Joubert  has  published  the  results  of  his  experience 
rof  this  mode  of  treating  whooping  cough.  He  has 
treated  in  all  98  cases  in  this  manner,  but  he  excludes 
30  of  these  as  not  being  worthy  of  reliance.  The 
Temaining  68  cases  he  divided  into  three  seriea,  accord- 
ing to  the  period  at  which  the  treatment  was  com- 
.menced.  Of  these,  the  general  results  were,  that  ia  40 
the  cure  was  rapidly  effected,  in  21  a  marked  relief  was 
experienced,  and  in  seven  cases  only  the  treatment 
fidled  altogether. 


Lapua  Cured  by  Bnormout  QuanHiiee  qf  Cod-liver  Oii, 

L*  Union  Midicale  mentions  a  case  of  lupus  in 
which  the  ulcerations  cicatrized  under  the  influence,  or 
during  tne  adminbtration,  of  cod-liver  oU.  The  patient 
was  a  young  man,  aged  23,  residing  ia  the  country,  and 
,was  admitted  into  the  hospital  of  Ghent  on  the  6th  of 
December,  1850.  The  disease  had  manifested  itaelf  ia 
various  parts  of  the  face  and  chest,  and  was  of  old 
.standing.  After  purging  and  rest,  half  a  pound  of  oU 
,was  given  in  the  day,  two  equal  halves  being  taken 
morning  and  evening;  the  daily  dose  was  gradually- 
carried  to  three  pounds,  with  occasional  interruptions 
when  the  appetite  failed,  or  diarrhoea  came  on.  The 
patient  was  in  the  mean  time  well  fed,  had  wine  and 
beer,  and  the  ulcerated  spots  were  successively  touched 
with  tincture  of  iodine,  lemon-juice,  and  nitrate  of 
silver.  In  the  space  of  about  seven  months  the  cure 
was  complete,  all  the  lupoid  ulceiations,  to  the  number 
of  three  or  four,  were  completely  cicatrized,  and  tka 
patient  had  purchased  this  result  by  swallowing  during 
that  period  265  pounds  of  cod-liver  oil ! 

[We  have  long  entertained  the  conviction  that  lupus 
is  a  disease  of  scrofulous  nature,  and  like  otiier  mani- 
festations of  that  cachexia,  is  more  benefitted  by  cod- 
liver  oil  than  by  any  other  medicine.  We  have  thiu 
treated  several  cases  successfully,  but  never  found  it 
requiMte  to  administer  more  than  a  table-spoonfiod 
thrice  in  the  day.— Ed.  P.  J.] 

On  ike  Hakiiuai  Preeenee  qf  Sn^ar  •»  ike  Urma  qf 
ike  Aped, 

The  Gazelle  M/dicale  of  last  month  contains  aa 
article  on  this  subject,  which  is  suggestive  of  important 
reflections  on  the  pathology  of  diabetes.  Our  readers 
will  remember  the  researches  of  MM.  Bernard  and 
Barreswill,  which  seem  to  prove  that  sugar  exista 
normally  in  the  urine,  whatever  diet  be  used,  and  that 
this  saccharine  elaboration  by  that  organ  is  dependent 
upon  the  action  of  the  pneumogastric  nerve.  A  fur* 
tber  question  mast,  however,  be  appended  to  this 
discovery,  viz.,  what  becomes  of  this  sugar  after  it  hat 
gained  access  to  the  general  circulation  ?  What  is  its 
use,  and  how  is  it  eliminated  ?  Although  differing  in 
their  opinions  on  some  points  of  this  inquiry,  moat 
physiologists  agree,  that  it  is  eliminated  by  combustion 
in  the  lungs,  and  one  M.  Reynoso  has  furtber  sought 
to  establish  {Pxotincial  Journal ^  January  7,)  the  fact, 
that  when  the  respiratory  process  is  impeded,  sugar  is 
excreted  with  the  urine,  and  has  by  experiment  ascer- 
tained that  sugar  may  thus  be  made  artificially  to  appesjr 
in  the  urine.  Thus  far  our  information  on  this  interesting 
subject  had  reached,  when  a  new  element  was  infused 
into  the  inquiry  by  the  researches  of  M.  Dechambre. 

It  occurred  to  this  pathologist,  that  if  M.  Reynoso'a 
theory  be  correct,  *sugar  ought  to  be.  found  in  the  nrina 
of  aged  persons,  as  in  them  the  respiratory  functions 
are  notably  diminished  in  activity;  he  accordingly 
undertook  some  investigations,  the  result  of  which  has 
been  to  induce  him  to  announce,  ikat  tugar  ia  an  kabiiual 
ingredient  in  ike  urine  qf  ike  aged. 
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PRACTICAL    MEDICINE. 

Om  tk€  NiUure  and  JVtaimeni  qf  Spilqftsf^'—Bj  Dr. 
Radclifp£. 

In  a  paper  read  before  the  Medical  Society  of 
London,  Dr.  Radcliffe  drew  attention  to  the  ien^era^ 
mtent  of  epUepttcs,  and  showed  that  this  was  distingnished 
by  onequivocal  marks  of  weakness  and  depression; 
■Igns  of  scrofula  or  some  other  cachectic  disposition,  of 
depressed  and  feeble  cirgiladon,  of  defective  nenrons 
actiyity,  of  muscular  feebleness,  might  always  be 
detected,  bnt  never  the  signs  of  true  plethora  or  of 
hyper-activity  in  the  nervous  or  any  other  system. 
After  describiog  the  phenomena  of  epilepsy,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  point  out  the  continuance  of  the  same  signs 
ci  depression  and  exhaustion,  and  to  show  that  the 
change  which  had  taken  place  was  always  one  of 
aggravated  depression  and  exhaustion.  This  be  did  by 
a  qiecial  examination  of  the  condition  of  the  vascular  and 
ncrvons  systems.  Immediately  before  and  after  the  fit 
tha  pake  was  shown  to  be  weak  and  collapsed^  and 
often  irregnlar  and  slow,  aod  in  the  fit  itself  little  or  no 
hlaod  was  found  to  be  propelled  into  the  vessels.  TUs 
oondttion  of  the  circnlaUag  system  entailed  a  oorres- 
ponding  faSiure  in  the  activity  of  the  several  nervoas 
oentres.  Dr.  Radcliffe  then  insisted  upon  the  absence 
of  any  local  4isorder  as  a  cause  of  epilepsy,  and  scdd 
that  tha  only  way  in  which  any  such  disorder  had  to  do 
with  the  matter,  was  in  aggravating  the  general  debility 
and  prostration  of  the  system .  Under  this  head  he  went 
cm  to  notice  the  views  'of  Dr.  Marshall  Hall.  He 
contended  that  in  epilepsy  there  was  no  proof  whatever 
of  any  increased  irritation  in  the  spioal  cord,  any  more 
than  in  the  medulla  oblongata  and  brain,  but  that  there 
were  abundance  of  proofs  of  a  directly  opposite  con- 
dition. He  doubted  that  tradielismus  and  laryngismus, 
with  the  consequent  cranial  and  cervical  engorgement, 
had  any  necessary  connection  with  epilepsy.  He  did 
this  because  there  were  distinct  contractions  in  the 
lisibs  and  elsewhere,  before  the  occorrenoe  of  the 
spasmodic  tightening  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck  and 
larynx,  and  because  the  fit  ceases  when  the  oongcation 
was  at  its  height— so  that  he  oonoeived  Dr.  HaU's 
theory  had  two  iasttperU>le  difficolties  to  contend  with, 
th9  one  that  the  fit  had  actually  begun  before  it  ought, 
(that  is  to  say,  before  the  congestion  had  showed  itself,) 
the  otlior  that  it  ceased  when  it  ought  to  have  been  most 
violent,  (that  is,  when  the  congestion  was  at  its  height.) 
Dr.  Radcliffe  argued  also  against  the  hypothesis  of 
tiadielismns  and  laryngismus,  from  its  non-applicability 
to  very  many  cases  of  epilepsy,  in  which  cases,  and  in 
many  other  convulsive  disorders,  no  such  phenomena 
coold  be  detected.  He  said  further  that  this  hypothesis 
did  not  account  for  the  insensibility  of  epilepsy,  for,  in 
his  opinion,  this  insensibility  (which  was  much  more 
frequently  of  the  nature  of  syncope  thAQ  coma)  was«  as 
a  general  rule,  due  to  a  syncopal  condition  of  the 
dicoktion  lather  than  to  any  venous  congestion  in  the 
I  of  the  brain  produced  by  the  spasmodic  tighten- 

r  of  the  mosolss  of  the  neck.    The  mere  violence  of 


the  muscular  contraetions  or  convulsions  in  epilepsy. 
Dr.  Radcliffe  said,  was  no  objection  to  the  ezistenoe  of 
tha  most  positive  prostration  and  depression ;  on  the 
contrary,  ^s  Tsry  phenomenon  was  the  best  proof  of 
tha  existence  of  that  state.  Muscolar  oontraotion, 
physiologioally  as  wdl  as  pathologically,  was  always  (he 
asserted)  the  sign  of  some  wididrawal  of  the  nervous. 
and  other  stimuli  which  appertain  to  the  muscles,  and 
never  the  result  of  the  commonication  or  importation  of 
these  stimuli ;  and  for  the  confirmation  of  this  opinion 
he  referred  to  his  published  views  on  muscular  physi* 
ology  and  pathology,  and  to  the  fkcts  which  had  just 
been  stated  in  connexion  with  epilepsy.  Upon  the 
treatment,  he  argued  at  some  length  against  low  diet, 
flCAd  in  favour  of  the  most  nutritious  food,  with  stimu- 
lant and  corroborative  drinks,  and  against  over-exercise 
in  ftivonr  of  re§i.  Citing  many  other  arguments,  he 
conceded  that  the  non-existence  of  vasealar  or  nervous 
etdtemant,  and  the  existence  of  a  directly  opposite 
condition,  was  itself  an  insuperable  objection  to  bleeding 
and  purging  in  this  malady,  and  an  argument  for  the 
necessity  of  stimulants  and  tonics,  and  all  means  which 
coold  corroborate  the.  system.  Narcotics,  counter- 
irritants,  and  emetics,  were  condemned.  The  con- 
vukion-exciting  properties  of  strychnia  were  stated  to 
be  an  argument  against  rather  than  in  fovour  of  that 
drug.  He  objected  also  to  tracheotomy  in  the  cure  of 
epilepsy,  on  the  ground  that  there  are  many  cases  of 
that  malady  in  which  the  larynx  was  not  sensibly 
affected,  and  in  which  the  impediment  to  the  respiration 
was  rather  owing  to  irregular  action  or  spasmodic 
fixation  in  the  thoracic  muscles  and  diaphragm,  than  to 
mere  closure  of  the  larynx. — Lancet,  May  I,  1852. 

On  the  CStra^itp  qf  Aortic  Aneurum^^Bj  Dr.  O.  B. 

BSLMNGHAIC. 

Dr.  O.  B.  Bellingham  has  recently  read  a  p^>er  on 
this  subject  before  the  Surgical  Society  of  Ireland,  in 
which  he  professes  himself  more  sanguine  in  his  expect- 
ations than  physicians  in  general.  We  give  the  de- 
ductions which  he  draws  from  the  details  of  his 
aiid  observations.    These  i 


Ist.  That  aneurism  of  the  aorta  is  not  necessarily  an 
incarable  disease. 

2nd.  That  it  appears  to  be  more  amenable  to  curative 
treatment  than  is  ordinarily  supposed. 

.3rd.  That  treatment  ought  always  to  be  especially 
directed  to  this  object. 

4th.  That  when  a  spontaneous  cure  occurs,  it  is 
always  by  the  gradual  deposition  of  the  fibrin  of  the 
blood  in  layers  within  the  aneurismal  sac  until  it  is 
filled  up. 

5th.  That  if  we  hope  to  succeed  in  effectmg  a  cure, 
it  must  be  by  imitating  the  mode  in  which  Nature 
brings  this  about. 

6th.  That  in  order  to  favour  the  gradual  deposition 
of  fibrin,  we  should  aim  at  diminishing  the  mass  of 
blood,  and  lessening  the  strength  and  rapidity  of  the 
current  through  the  aneurismal  sac. 

7th.  That  this  can  only  be  indirectly  accomplished 
by  acting  upon  the  general  circulation. 

8th.  That  neither  bleeding,  purgatives,  diuretics, 
digitalis,  nor  the  various  other  remedies  which  have 
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beea  employed  in  this  disease,  can  be  depended  upon 
for  producing  these  eflfects. 

9ih.  That  an  extremely  restricted  diet,  particularly 
in  fluids,  continued  for  a  certain  time,  appears  to  have 
the  effect  of  rendering  the  pulse  small,  compressible, 
and  slow,  and  at  the  same  time  of  diminishing  the 
mass  of  blood. 

10th.  That  the  cases  related  afford  CTidenoe  that 
these  results  may  be  brought  about  by  treatment 
conducted  upon  the  foregoing  plan. 

11th.  That  this  method  of  treatment*  to  prove 
effectual,  must  be  steadily  aud  perseveringly  carried 
out,  and  must  be  continued  until  a  decided  impression 
is  made  upon  the  disease. 

12th.  That  it  is  adapted  not  only  to  aneurism  of  the 
thoracic  and  abdominal  aorta,  but  to  aneurism  in  any 
of  the  immediate  branches  of  these  vessels.  And  that 
if  employed  as  a  preliminary  to  compression,  pain  will 
be  dimii^ed.  and  the  duration  of  the  treatment  eon- 
siderably  abridged.— i)»d/tn  Medical  Preu, 

SURGERY. 
DUheaiUm  of  the  Ciamele  Baekwardt, — By  Mr. 

SiBLBT. 

Among  our  foreign  notices  in  the  present  number  is 
an  instance  of  this  accident,  in  which  reduction  was 
impossible.  In  the  following  it  was  stated  to  be  easily 
effected,  the  chief  difficulty  being  in  retaining  the  bone 
in  its  place  after  its  reposition : — 

Mary  C,  an  Irish  girl,  aged  10,  was  admitted  into 
the  Middlesex  Hospital,  March  10,  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  de  Morgan.  It  appears  that,  while  playing  in 
the  street  with  some  other  girls,  a  carriage  driving 
rapidly  by  at  the  time  knocked  her  down ;  but  it  is 
stated  by  those  who  saw  the  accident  that  the  wheels 
did  not  p&ss  over  her.  At  the  time  of  admission  was 
much  collapsed ;  face  palo ;  skin  cool,  with  slight  rigors ; 
suffering  from  great  dyspnoea ;  respiration  anxious,  44  ; 
pulse  100,  feeble.  The  head  is  drawn  down  on  the 
chest,  and  there  is  extreme  pain  when  it  is  raised.  On 
exposing  the  chest  there  is  seen  considerable  tumefac- 
tion over  the  right  coracoid  process  and  about  the 
external  half  of  the  right  clavicle,  with  some  bruising 
of  the  integument.  The  inner  end  of  the  left  clavicle 
may  be  seen  distinctly  projecting  beneath  the  skin ;  but, 
in  place  of  a  similar  projection  on  the  right  side,  there 
is  a  depression,  into  which  the  finger  maybe  thrust, 
and  the  clavicular  articulation  of  the  sternum  felt ;  this, 
iiowever,  causing  great  pain  and  increased  dyspnoea. 
Behind  this  notch  in  the  sternum  the  clavicle  may  be 
felt*  so  that  the  inner  end  of  the  bone  lies  behind  the 
4itemum.  There  is  a  difference  in  measurement  from 
the  middle  line  to  the  acromion  of  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
in  favour  of  the  left  side ;  there  is  also  eonsiderable 
bruising  over  the  right  side  of  the  lOWer  jaw,  a  slight 
■cut  over  the  right  ear,  with  a  more  severe  one  over  the 
left,  and  a  severe  laceration  of -the  left  little  finger. 

On  placing  the  knee  a^nst  her  spine,  and  gently 
dravring  the  two  shoulders  backwards,  the  bone  is  easily 
restored  to  its  proper  place,  causing  obvious  relief  to  the 
dyspnoea;  but  immediately  on  leaving  hold  of  the 
ihouldera,  the  bone  fells  back,  and  the  dyspnoea  returns. 
A  splint  was  then  placed  across  the  shoulders,  with  a 


pad  between  it  and  the  spine,  the  shouUan  being 
drawn  to  the  splint  by  a  bandage.  By  this  means,  the 
bone  was  kept  firmly  in  its  place  >  pillows  were  so 
^ranged  along  the  ddld's  back  that  the  splint  should 
not  fsel  uncomfortable.  On  the  apparatus  being  fixed, 
she  could  lean  her  bead  badcwards,  and  stated  that  her 
pain  was  much  relieved. 

She  continued  to  wear  a  splint  till  a  fortnight  after 
the  accident ;  the  bone  then  feeling  quite  firm  in  its 
place,  she  was  allowed  to  lie  in  bed  without  a  bandagel 
Ultimately  the  articulation  became  as  firm  as  on  the 
other  side. — Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  April  24. 

Traumatic  Neuralgia.-^'By  Mr.  Smith. 

The  foUowing  is  an  instance  of  an  affection  whidi  ia 
not  unfrequently  submitted  to  the  notice  of  the  suigeoii, 
and  which  sometimes  proves  to  be  altogether  unin- 
fluenced by  treatment  of  every  description:— 

Jane  Turner,  aged  22,  single,  and  usuaOy  very 
healthy,  but  somewhat  liable  to  hysterica,  and  at  all 
times  acutely  susceptible  of  moral  and  physical  impns* 
sions,  applied  as  a  patient  at  the  Westminster  Genefal 
Dispensary,  December  17tb,  suffering  most  sevei'dy 
from  neuralgia  of  the  thumb.  It  appears  that  four 
months  previously  she  had  wounded  the  right  tlnmb, 
just  on  the  radial  side  of  the  last  phalangeal  joint,  villi 
the  shell  of  a  crab ;  this  injury  was  followed  by  intense 
inflammation  and  swelling  of  the  thumb  and  hand ; 
suppuration  took  place.  Matter  was  evacuated  by  a  ftvft 
incision  being  made  in  the  thumb.  After  this  the  in- 
flammation subsided ;  but,  as  doatrisation  of  the  inciied 
part  took  pbce,  the  joint  became  gradually  contracted, 
very  severe  pain  was  felt  in  the  part,  and  this  daily 
increased,  and  resisted  the  remedies  which  were  applied. 

Mr.  Smith  found  the  thumb  so  much  contracted, 
that  the  last  phalanx  was  bent  nearly  at  right  anglea 
with  the  first.  The  member  was  much  wasted,  but  the 
Joint  itself  was  swollen,  and  just  at  the  outer  side  of  il 
was  a  cicatrix,  about  half  an  inch  in  extent  There 
was  such  intense  pain  when  the  part  was  touched,  that 
the  patient  could  hardly  bear  to  have  it  examined.  She 
stated  that  the  pain  commenced  at  the  cicatrix,  and 
that  the  sensation  was  continued  up  her  arm  to  tha 
elbow ;  it  was  constant  day  and  night,  and  prevented 
her  from  sleeping,  and  nothing  gave  her  relief.  Her 
health  appeared  good,  but  there  was  an  expression  of 
anxiety  on  her  face.  After  a  careful  examination,  Mr. 
Smith  considered  that  this  was  a  case  of  tranmalie 
neuralgia,  and  that  there  was  no  disease  in  tiie  joint 
itself,  although  it  was  much  swollen  and  painfull  that 
in  all  probability  some  nervous  filaments  were  impli- 
cated in  the  cicatrix,  and  thus  caused  the  pain;  and 
that  the  flexor  longus  poIUcis  tendon  was  contracted. 
He  at  first  determined  to  try  what  local  applicmtioBB 
would  effect,  and  employed  ointments  and  linimentB 
containing  morphia  and  aconite;  but  there  was  no 
alleviation  of  the  pain.  After  trying  these  measurei 
for  a  fortnight,  he  advised  a  cold  douche  to  the  part, 
and  a  preparation  of  iron  internally.  This  was  also 
without  effect,  and  eventually  be  had  recourse  to  aa 
operation,  which  consisted  in  dividing  the  contractad 
tendon,  taking  care  to  carry  the  incision  through  the 
cicatrix.  This  operation  was  completely  snoceasfU.— 
Medical  Timet  and  Chxetie,  AprU  17,  1852. 
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JVmmutiie  Tttmuu   Sueet^fMy  TVeaied  bp  Indian 
Hemp, — ^By  Charlxs  Hodbok,  Esq. 

Mr*  Hodaon  nktaf  the  caw  of  a  child,  aged  leven  , 
•yaarBy  who  was  sinidc  with  a  stone  oyer  the  eye.  About 
flight  days  after,  when  cksatrizatioii  had  been  perfected, 
i^n^ptoms  oocorred  which  caused  the  mother  to  seek 
medtcal  advice.  At  this  time  the  affected  eye  oooldnot 
be  closed 5  the  pupils  were  dilated;  there  was  partial 
tiianiiSy  and  some  paralysis  of  the  right  We  of  the  &ce. 
Two  days  after,  the  report  is  that  he  is  much  worse ; 
right  eye  fixedly  open,  and  jaws  firmly  dosed ;  great 
diflicnlty  in  swallowing ;  a  few  drops  passed  between  the 
teeth,  the  attempt  producing  spasm  of  the  muscles 
engaged  in  deglutition ;  occasional  attacks  of  rigidity  of 
the  whole  of  the  firame;  some  tendency  to  opisthotonos. 
His  teefh  ere  small  (milk  teeth)  and  do  not  orerlap, 
consequently  fluids  can  be  got  into  the  mouth  with 
tolerably  facility.  Ordered  the  following: — Grain 
doses  of  the  resinous  extract  of  Indian  hemp  every 
three  hours;  an  enema  of  compound  decoction  of  aloes, 
tinctiira  of  assafoetida,  and  water ;  a  paste  composed  of 
extract  of  belladonna,  blister  plaster,  and  antimony,  to 
be  nibbed  in  over  the  whole  of  the  spinal  column. 
Strong  beef-tea  and  milk  arrowroot.  From  this  time 
up  to  Norember  7th  he  got  daily  worse;  the  attendants 
czperienoe  so  much  difficulty  in  giving  medicine  and 
ibod,  from  the  spasms  consequent  upon  every  attempt 
to  swallow,  that  they  could  not  be  induced  to  carry  out 
the  directions,  and  they  were  the  less  disposed  to 
penerere,  from  a  conviction  that  the  boy  must  die,  and 
an  unwillingness  to  disturb  him  from  the  drowsy  state 
indiiced  by  the  little  medicine  they  had  forced  down. 

The  next  report  is,  that  the  jaws  are  firmly  closed  ; 
light  eye  open  and  lower  lid  everted;  conjunctiva 
inflamed;  awakes  with  a  cry  of  horror  and  rigidity  of 
the  whole  frame;  well-marked  opisthotonos;  pulse 
fceble  ;  much  emaciated.  From  this  date,  by  repeated 
nsits,  arrangements  were  made  for  giving  medicine  and 
food  r^ularly,  and  he  took  for  several  days  consecu- 
tively  from  a  g^oin  to  a  grain  and  a  half  of  the  extract 
of  Indian  hemp  every  three  or  four  hours,  beef-tea,  tea 
with  egg,  &c.  The  food  was  generally  given  imme- 
diatdy  after  a  dose,  as  he  was  then  able  to  swallow 
better.  From  the  10th  day  of  the  disease  he  began  to 
improTe,  although  very  gradually — rejoveringby  degrees, 
first  the  power  of  swallowing,  then  of  separating  the 
jaws,  and,  lastly,  of  dosing  the  eye.  The  general 
tpaama  became  less  frequent  By  the  end  of  the  month 
he  was  quite  well,  and  continues  so  up  to  the  present 
time. 

The  patient  took  in  nine  days  sixty-four  grains  of  the 
extract,  in  all  162  grains  between  the  3rd  of  November 
and  the  3rd  of  December.  The  only  unpleasant  result 
oecuned  about  November  22nd ;  when  nearly  con- 
valeaoent,  and  still  taking  the  extract  five  or  six  times  a 
day,  it  appeared  to  produce  considerable  pyrexia  and 
flonjiinctivitis ;  these  symptoms  quickly  yidded,  how- 
ever, to  a  brisk  purgative  and  greatly  diminished  doses 
ol  the  hemp. — Medieai  Timet  and  Gazette,  May  1. 
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7b  the  JBditor  qf  the  Provincial  Medieai  and  Surgical 
Journal, 

SiR,-^The  April  number  of  the  Zoiet  contains 
some  amusing  romances,  and  alao  some  challenges 
to  the  common  sense  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession; there  is  also  a  long  letter  from  Profiessor 
Gregory,  in  which  the  celebrated  bank-note  development 
i$  mentioned,  and  its  failure— very  consistently  witb 
meamerism,  evaded.  Now,  to  this  gentleman  I  wrote 
some  time  back  a  very  dvil  note,  endosing  my  card  in 
an  envelope,  and  requesting  it  might  be  read  by  some 
member  of  his  Reidienbach  Institute,  but  no  notice  has 
been  taken  of  it,  and  no  current  of  Odyle  has  flowed 
from  the  north  to  the  south.  I  regret  this,  for  I  think 
it  is  high  time  1o  test  this  infirmity  of  the  human  brain, 
'*  mind"  I  cannot  call  it;  and  I  reside  in  a  part  of  the 
world  where  there  are  several  magniloquent  mesmerists, 
but  I  cannot  put  Mth  dther  in  their  doctrines  or 
experiments.  I  have  seen  the  same  performed  by 
professed  conjurors,  who  tdl  you  at  once  they  mean  to 
cheat  you. 

Yours  obediently, 

£.  B. 


J^ttM  Mtlll^mtt 


MEDICAL  BENEVOLENT  FUND. 

The  first  public  festival  of  this  Institution,  now  in  the 
eighteenth  year  of  its  formation,  was  hdd  at  the  London 
Tavern,  on  Thursday,  the  20th  instant,  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Carlisle  in  the  chair.  Upwards  of  140 
guests  sat  down  to  an  elegant  and  well-served  dinner, 
amongst  whom  we  observed: — Sir  James  Clark ^ 
Sir  Charles  Hastings,  Worcester;  Dr.  Forbes;  Dr. 
Sylvester,  of  Clapham;  Dr.  Browne,  of  Dumfries; 
Dr.  Burrows;  Mr.  Propert;  Mr.  Erasmus  Wilson; 
Dr.  Raddiffe;  Mr.  C.  R.  Hall,  of  Torquay;  Mr. 
Edwin  Saunders;  Dr.  Conolly,  of  Hanwcll  ;  Dr. 
Bright ;  Dr.  Cowan,  of  Reading ;  Dr.  Walter  Lewis ;. 
Mr.  Solly;  Mr.  Sankcy,  of  Dover;  Mr.  Bottomley,  of 
Croydon ;  Mr.  Toynbee ;  Mr.  Curling ;  Dr.  R.  Bennet;. 
Mr.  George  Sampson ;  Mr.  Squibb ;  Mr.  South ;  Mr. 
Day,  of  Isleworth ;  Dr.  Bushnan ;  Mr.  Lord,  of 
Hempstead;  Dr.Begley;  Mr. Newnham,  of  Famham  ;. 
Dr.  DanieU,  of  Newport  Pagnell ;  Mr.  John  Churchill; 
Dr.  Barclay ;  Dr.  Sibson ;  Mr.  G.  N.  Palmer ;  Dr. 
Seymour,  of  St.  George's  Hospital ;  Mr.  Clement,  of 
Shrewsbury ;  Mr.  Lowdell,  of  Brighton ;  Dr.  Jenks, 
of  Brighton;  Mr.  Hunt;  Mr.  Bird;  Mr.  Norman,  of 
Bath;  Mr.  Eyles,  &c.  &c.  After  the  doth  was 
removed,  and  grace  had  been  sung,  the  Noble  Chairman 
gave  **  The  Queen,"  as  the  first  toast,  which  was  drank 
with  every  symptom  of  loyalty  and  attachment.  Thia^ 
was  foDowed  by  "Prince  Albert  and  the  Royal 
Family,"  when  the  President  introduced  the  toast  of 
the  evening,  in  a  truly  fissKng  and  energetic  speech,. 
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Til.,  "  Prosperity  to  the  Medical  Beneroleot  Fond, 
sod  the  health  of  Mr.  Newnham."  The  toast  was 
•drunk  with  enthusiastic  applause,  and  responded  to  by 
Mr.  Newnham,  in  a  speech  which  addressed  itself  to 
the  feelings  of  his  audience,  and  concluded  witli  a 
stimng  appeal  to  their  benevolent  principles)  after 
which  followed  **  The  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  and 
Dr.  Seymour/'  *'  The  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  nM 
Mr.  South,"  and  "  The  Worshipful  Company  of  Apothe- 
caries." Sir  James  CUrk,  Bart.,  th^  rose,  and  in  an 
eloquent  address,  proposed  **  The  President  of  the 
evening,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Carlisle/^  '  Lord 
Carlisle  acknowledged  the  toast  in  the  kindest  manner. 
The  toast  next  given  was  **  The  President  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Medical  and  Surgical  Association,"  with  which 
institution  the  Benevolent  Fund  had  originated.  Sir 
Charles  Hastings  responded  to  the  compliment  with  his 
-accustomed  fervor;  after  which  Mr.  Newnham  gave 
**  The  Bishop  and  Clergy  of  the  Diocese,  and  the  Rev. 
Harcourt  Skrine."  Mr.  Skrine  briefly  returtted 
thanks.  **  The  Society  for  the  Relief  of  the  Widows 
and  Orphans  of  Medical  Men  in  the  Metropolis,  and 
Dr.  Burrows,"  was  then  given,  and  acknowledged  by 
Dr.  Burrows  in  an  appropriate  address.  '*  The  British 
Medical  Fund,"  '*  The  Medical  Benevolent  College," 
and  some  other  toasts  followed ;  and  the  company  sepa- 
rated about  midnight,  after  an  evening  which  seemed  to 
afford  a  high  gratification  to  all  present.  Upwards  of 
500  guineas  wero  subscribed  in  the  room  towards  the 
noble  Fund. 


QUEEN'S  HOSPITAL,  BIRMINGHAM. 


At  the  weekly  Board  of  the  Queen's  Hospital,  the 
Rev.  Prebendary  Gray  in  the  chair  ;•— present,  J.  E. 
Piercy,  Esq.,  Messrs.  D.  Barnett,  G.  Taylor,  E.  T. 
Cox,  J.  Griffin,  M.  Banks,  J.  Suckling,  J.  Watson,  and 
T.  Boucher — the  election  of  Dr.  Heslop  as  Physician 
was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes.  The  Dean 
of  the  Fscnlty,  in  submitting  the  communication  from 
<the  Council  of  the  Queen's  College,  called  the  attention 
of  the  Board  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  Hospital  on 
this  head.  On  the  occurrence  of  a  vacancy  in  the  staff 
of  medical  officers,  the  rules  provide  that  candidates  be 
invited,  not  only  by  public  advertisement  in  tha*  local, 
but  also  in  the  London  journals,  to  offer  themselves, 
«nd  to  forward  their  testimonials  to  the  Council  of  the 
Queen's  College,  on  a  certain  day.  On  the  receipt  of 
the  testimonials,  the  same  are  submitted  to  the  Pro- 
fessors, who  are  pledged  on  their  honour,  without  fear, 
favour,  or  affection,  to  report  on  the  qualifications  of 
the  candidate  or  candidates;  not  simply  whether  such 
or  such  candidates  are  legally  qualified,  but  to  select  the 
candidate  or  candidates  ^*  who,  in  their  judgment,  is  or 
Joe  best  qualified,  professionally  and  otherwise,"  and  to 
specify  the  grounds  which  had  guided  them  in  making 
such  a  selection.  The  report  is  then  submitted  to  the 
Council  for  their  judgment,  and  afterwards  forwarded 
to  the  Hospital  Board,  who  are  required  to  take  steps 
to  submit  the  appointment  for  confirmation  by  the 
Governors  of  the  Hospital  assembled  at  their  annual 
meeting.  By  this  plan  it  is  found  that  the  best  interests 
.  -of  the  sick  and  suffering  «ro  protected,  and  the  candidate 


is  not  compelled  to  seek  his  appointment  tfaitniglia 
lawyer's  Qffice,  or  owe  his  election  to  the  ereatioD  «f 
votes  at  the  eleventh  hour,  but  stands  on  his  own  merite. 
The  appointments  of  the  Queen's  Hospital  are  heU  for 
ten  years,  subject  to  re-election  once ;  and  in  aeoovd- 
ance  with  this  rule  the  present  medical  officers  will 
vacate  their  appointments,  subject  to  ro-dectioa  at  tiM 
next  annual  meeting. 


"  The  Pro/Sssorsin  Medicine  and  Surgery  of  Qneen^ 
College  having  been  requested  by  the  Council  to  report 
on  the  Testimonials  of  the  Candidates  for  the  vacant 
office  of  Physician  to  the  Queen's  Hospital,  spedfying 
the  names  of  such  candidates  as  are  in  their  jndgmeat 
eligible  and  qualified  professionally  and  otherwise  to  fill 
the  appointment,  have  to  report  that  eight  appUcatJona 
hare  been  received,  five  of  which  have  been  wttbdrawn. 
That  there  are  now  three  candidates,  Dr.  Grown,  » 
graduate  of  the  University  of  London,  1850;  Dr. 
Heslop,  a  graduate  of  the-  University  of  Edinburgh, 
1848  ;  and  Dr,  McGregor,  a  graduate  of  the  Universitj 
of  Edinburgh,  1833.  After  mature  deliberation,  and  a 
careful  examination  of  the  testimonials  of  the  respective 
candidates,  the  Professors  report  that  in  their  judgmeot 
Dr.  Heslop  appears  highly  qualified  professionally  and 
otherwise. 

"  It  was  ascertained  that  Dr.  Heslop  commenced  his 
professional  studies  with  a  gentieraan  in  large  practioe 
in  the  Staffordshire  mining  district,  where  he  resided 
for  a  period  of  five  years ;  that  he  matriculated  it  the 
University  of  Dublin,  where  he  signally  distinguished 
himself  by  'obtaining  three  honorary  Universiftj 
Premiums ;  that  during  a  period  of  four  years  he  bdd 
responsible  appointments  in  the  Hospitals  of  Dublin 
and  Edinburgh ;  that  his  thesis,  written  for  graduatiom 
at  Edinburgh,  <  On  some  Morbid  Conditions  of  the 
Heart  occurring  in  Fever,'  is  among  those  highly  com- 
mended; that  he  has  subsequently  dischai^ged  tlie 
duties  of  resident  Medical^  Officer  at  the  General 
Hospital,  in  this  town,  for  more  than  three  years.  On 
his  retirement  from  that  appointment,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Governors,  at  which  R.  Spooner,  Esq.,  M.P., 
presided,  it  was  moved  by  the  Rev.  J.  Grarbett,  and 
seconded  by  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  and  unanimoasly 
resolved,  'that  this  Board  accept  with  regret  Dr. 
Heslop's  resignation ;  and  in  so  doing,  they  desire  to 
express  their  full  sense  of  the*  ability,  diligence,  and 
extreme  kindness  with  which  he  has  discharged  tiie 
duties  during  the  whole  period  of  his  connection  with 
this  Hospital,  especially  of  the  indefatigable  care  and 
attention  with  which  he  has  cultivated  the  moral  and 
intellectual  improvement  of  the  pupils.' 

**  Dr.  Heslop's  practical  experieifce,  profesaioaal 
qualifications,  industry,  high  morel  chancter,  and 
anxiety  to  communicate  knowledge,  are  certified  by 
testimonials  from  Drs.  Stokes,  Harrison,  King,  Aldridge, 
Flemming,  Negligan,  Gardner,  Geoghegan,  Bennett, 
Paterson,  Alison,  Wilmot,  Churchill,  Johns,  Thompson, 
Porter,  Sapeleton,  Hatchpll,  and  by  Messrs.  Wharton, 
Beaky,  Wilde,  Smyly,  Ellis,  CoUis,  Barron,  Hatcbett, 
Bynd,  and  Underbill,  copies  of  which  will  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  each  member  of  the  Council.  On  tfaeae 
grounds  the  Professore  have  great  pleasore  in  recom- 
mending the  Council  to  appoint  Dr.  Heslop  to  the  office 
of  Physician  to  the  Queen's  Hospital. 

**  The  Professors  cannot  conclude  their  Report  with- 
out remarking  that  Dr.  Grouse's  testimonials  are  of  the 
highest  character,  and  that  the  parasal  of  thoae  fiir- 
warded  in  favour  of  Dr.  McGregor  afforded  then  the 
highest  satisfaction. 

"  Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Professon, 

'*  William  Sands  Cox, 

"  Dean  of  the  Fm^." 
After  a  few  remarks  firam  Professors  Dr.  Birt  Daviet 
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mid  G.  B.  Knowles,  Mr.  G.  Taylor,  Mr.  Boucher, 
Mr.  S.  Armfield,  and  other  members  of  the  Board,  the 
"Beport  was  unanimonBly  adopted.— The  Vice-Principal 
iwtnicted  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty  to  forward  the  Report 
of  Dr.  Healop  to  the  Committee  of  Council  of  the 
Queen's  Hospital ;  the  i^pointment  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Board  of  GoYernors  of  that  Charity  for  confirmation 
■t  their  next  annual  meeting. 


BPIDBMIOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  Society  held  on  Monday, 
May  3rd,  a  paper  on  '*  Yellow  Fever"  waa  read  by  Mr. 
Bascome,  who,  after  tracing  the  origin  of  the  indefinite 
4erm  "  fever/'  alluded  to  the  various  epithets  or  terms 
which  had  been  from  time  to  time  added  by  physicians. 
Dr.  Bascome  is  of  opinion  that  all  fevers  are  essentially 
4fae  same,  character  being  assigned  to  them  by  locality, 
habit  of  body,  &c.,  &e. ;  also,  that  fever  is  nothing 
more  or  less  than  nature's  attempt  at  a  curative  pro- 
coaa    nature's  effort  to  repair  a  breach,  as  in  symp- 
tomatic fever,  (as  for  instance  in' a  broken  limb,)  or  to 
get  rid  of  something  inimical  to  vitality,  as  is  the  case 
in  what  is  termed  idiopathic  fever ;  the  noxious  some- 
thipg  invading  primarily  the  main-spring  of  vitality, 
the  nervous  apparatus,    causing    suppression    of  the 
deporatory  or  secretory  functions,  thereby  oppressing 
and  vitiating  the  vascular  system,  and  proving  more  or 
Ie80  lethal  according  to  the  extent  of  in)|)ression  made 
on  the  nervous  s^stekn.    The  more  immediate  purport, 
.  however,  of  Dr.  Bascome's  paper,  w^  to  show,  that 
the  malady  commonly  termed  yellow  fever,   vomito 
negrOf  the  Bulam  fever,  or  hsmogastric  pestilence,  was 
no  disease  wi  generis,  neither  was  it  a  malady  (as  has 
been  stated) of  **  modem  origin;"  farther,  that  persons 
were  not  exempt  from  a  second  or  even  a  third  attack. 
Nuineroos  authors,  irrespective  of  the  Dr.'s  personal 
experience,  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  for  a  quarter 
of  »  century,  were  cited  in  support  of  the  non-specific 
nature  of  yellow  fever ;  and  with  regard  to  its  not  being 
a  disease  of  modem  origin,  reference  was  made  to 
Spanish  Epidemiology,  from  which  it  would  appear, 
that  so  far  from  yellow  pestilence  having  originated  at 
the  new  settlement  in  Africa,  (Bulama,)  a  little  more 
than  half  a  century  ago,  it  was  known  both  in  Spain 
and  Africa  neariy  3000  years  back,  having  ravaged 
towns  and  places  in  both  countries,  particularly  those 
places  situated  on  the  Mediterranean  shores ;  and  that 
history  specially  notices  the  lethality  of  yellow  pesti- 
lence, not  only  in  ancient  Carthage*  in  Africa,  but 
Carthago  Nova,  in  Spain.      It  was  also  shown  that 
ydlow  fever  prevailed  with  great  mortality  in  the  United 
States  of  America  as  far  back  as  1618. 


upon  half-pay.  10th  Foot,  acting  Assistant-Surgeon, 
Duncan  Robertson  Rennie,  to  be  Assistant-Suigeon, 
Viet  Inglis,  promoted  in  the  64th  Foot.  62nd  Foot, 
.Cornelius  Clark  Rutherford,  gent.,  to  be  Assistant- 
Surgeon,  vice  Pratt,  promoted  in  the  6th  Foot. 
Hospital  Staff  acting  Assistant-Surgeon,  James  Joseph 
ftoosemalecocy,  to  be  Assistant-Surgeon  to  the  Forces, 
vice  Jameson,  appointed  to  the  87th  Foot. 

Naval.— Surgeon  John  R  Burke,  M.D.  (1845), 
Assistant-Surgeon  William  E.  Hambly  (1847),  to  the 
Buziard, 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr.  Hartwell  has  been  elected  surgeon  to  the  Exeter 
Dispensary,  his  three  opponents  having  retired;  Mr. 
Amory,  the  retiring  surgeon,  has  also  been  elected 
Consulting-Surgeon  to  the  Dispensary. 

MiLiTABT.  ~  6th  Regiment  of  Foot,  Assistant- 
Soi^geon  Bgerton  James  Pratt,  firom  the  62nd  Foot,  to 
be  surgeon,  vice  John  Murtagfa,  M.D.,  who  retires 


STATISTICS  OF  CANCER. 

The  Professor  of  Surgery  (Mr.  Paget)  in  his  first 
lecture  upon  '*  Malignant  Tumours,"  at  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons^  made  the  startling  announcement, 
that  persons  operated  upon  for  cancer  died,  upon  an 
average,  thirteen  months  sooner  of  their  disease  than 
those  who  were  not  operated  upon.  The  average  was 
tfUcen  from  upwards  of  sixty  cases,  at  the  same  time 
omitting  all  those  who  died  from  the  immediate  effects 
of  the  operation. 


CUSTOMS  MEDICAL  INSPECTOR. 

The  Board  of  Customs  have  ordered  Dr.  Mc William, 
their  medical  officer,  to  take  the  title  of  ''Customs 
ISfedical  Inspector."  Dr.  Mc William  has  to  attend  the 
officers  of  customs,  and  also  the  coast  guard.  '     " 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
the  14th  instant : — Henry  Septimus  Beddome,  Hudson's 
Bay ;  Richard  Clarke,  Beccles,  Suffolk ;  James  P. 
Drinkwater,  Shrewsbury ;  Richard  Anthony  Frederick 
Gurney,  Lilburn,  Northamptonshire ;  Harrison  Hanna, 
Belfast;  James  Graham  Hildige,  Dublin;  George 
Pirown  Lambert,  Enfield ;  Robert  Lucas>  Bottisham, 
Cambridgeshire;  George  Thomas  William  Mugliston, 
Westham,  Essex;  William  Ashton  Shepheid,  H.E.I. 
Co.'8  Service;  Thomas  Sowerby,  Loughborough; 
Godfrey  Bingley  Wadsworth,  Warwick  Street,  Regent 
SIbet: 


SOCIETY  OP  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  the  6th  instant : — 
Andrew  Muskett  Blomfield,  Barton,  Norfolk;  Thomas 
Boor  Crosby,  Gosberton,  Lincolnshire ;  Alfred  Edmund 
Gabriel,  CoUumpton,  Devon ;  Henry  James  Herasge, 
Nottingham ;  William  Alfred  Johnson,  Warwickshire ; 
Christopher  Kirby,  Halifax,  Yorkshire;  William 
Edward  Masfen,  Staffordshire ;  Robert  Thomas  Ogden, 
Rochale,  Lancashire;  William  Saville,  Wakefield, 
Yorkshire ;  George  Taunton,  Oxford. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  the  13th  instant : — 
Daniel  BaUey  Balding,  Barkway,  Herts ;  Tertius  Ball, 
Liverpool;  Alexander  Brown,  H.E.I.C.S.,  Steeple 
Bumpstead,  Essex;  Edward  Vavasour  Hemingway, 
Leeds ;  Henry  Lankester,  Poole,  Dorset ;  John  Manley, 
Hurst  Green,  Sussex  ;  William  Mackay  Ogilvie,  R.N., 
Boughton  Blean,  Kent. 
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MISCSLLANEOUS. 


UNIVERSIXy  OF   ST.  ANDREWS. 

List  of  Gentlemeii  who  bad  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicme  conferred  apon  them.  May  7,  1852  :— 

TnncM  Ayrton,  M.R.C.S.  and  L.A.C..  Liverpool; 
Wmiam  Barns  Beatson,  M.R.C.S.,  and  L.A.C.,  Peck- 
ham,  Surrey,  H.E.I. Co.S.,  Bengal;  James  Strange 
Biggs,  M.R.C.S.,  and  L.A.C.,  Devizes,  Wilts;  Charles 
Blatherwick,  M.R.C.S.,  Titchfield,  Hampshire;  James 
J^d,  Lie.  Fac.  Phy.  and  Surg.  Glasgow,  Beitb, 
Ayrshire;  Richard  Cross,  M.R.C.S.  and  L.A.C., 
Scarboroagh;  Robert  Bntterfield  Camming,  M.R.C.S., 
London;  James  Drommond,  M.R.C.S.,  Ed.,  Edin- 
burgh; David  Dancan,  M.R.C.S.,  £!d.,  Glasgow; 
Edward  O'Callaghan  Foott,  M.R.C.S,,  Cork,  Ireland; 
Benjamin  Grodfrey,  L.A.C.|  Romsey,  Hampshure; 
Edmund  Grosven-jr  Gonlden,  M.R.C.S.  and  L.A.C., 
Hazel  Grove,  Cheshire ;  John  Grabham,  F.R.C.S.,  and 
L.A.C.,  Essex  ;  Horace  Edward  Philogonias  Johnson, 
L.A.C.,  London;  William  Locke,  M.R.C.S.,  and 
L.A.C.,Hoddesdon,  Herts;  Charles  Martin,  M.R.C.S. 
Ed.,  Leicester;  Samuel  Mault,  M.R.C.S.,  Ed., 
Nagerooil  S.  Travancore,  E.  Indies ;  James  Mc  Cann, 
M.R.C.S.  and L.A.C., London;  Richard Budd Painter, 
M.R.C.S.  and  L.A.C.,  London;  George  Newport 
Pickstock,  M.R.C.S.,  Belize,  Honduras,  W.  Indies; 
John  James  Ridge,  M.R.C.S.  and  L.A.C.,  Gravesend, 
Kent;  FrancU  Salter,  M.R.C.S.  and  L.A.C.,  Hayes, 
Middlesex;  Samuel  Stacy  Skipton,  London;  Thomvs 
James  Vallance,  M.R.C.S.  and  L.A.C.,  Stratford 
House,  Essex ;  Watkin  Sandom  Whyloek,  M.R.C.S., 
Southwark;  William  White  WUIiams,  M.R.C.P.L., 
and  M.R.C.S.,  Gloucester;  John  Wills,  M.R.C.S., 
Wiltshire. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Thomas  Moore  passed  the  requisite 
examinations,  bat  in  consequence  of  an  informality  in 
his  certificates,  his  degree  was  temporarily  deferred. 


OBITUARY. 

November  25tb,  of  consumption,  at  sea,  James  E. 
Partington,  Esq.,  surgeon  of  the  Lord  Stanley  mer- 
chantman. 

January  4th,  at  Paramatta,  New  South  Wales,  Bute 
Stuart,  M.D. 

April  6th,  at  Cairo,  from  the  effects  of  a  sunstroke, 
received  four  days  previously,  Charles  Evans,  Esq.,  late 
of  Margate,  surgeon,  in  hia  39th  year. 

April  26th,  at  Liverpool,  John  Hughes,  Esq.,  suiigeon, 
aged  44. 

April  26th,  at  Maddox  Street,  Bond  Street,  John 
Geo.  Porter,  jun.,  Esq.,  surgeon,  late  of  Peterborough. 

May  1st,  —  Day,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  of  Harlow,  Essex. 
He  was  found  lying  lifeless  in  his  garden. 

May  4th,  at  Acomb,  near  York,  aged  54,  Horace 
Brydgcs  Hodgson,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

May  5th,  at  his  father's  house,  Brentwood,  in  the 
33rd  year  of  hia  age,  Thomas  Shuttleworth  Butler, 
Esq.,  M.R.C.S.,  Assist  ant- Surgeon  in  the  H.E.I.C.S., 
Bombay. 

May  6th,  at  his  residence,  Claremont  House, 
Cheltenham,  Thomas  R.  Exham,  M.D.,  aged  32. 

May  8th«  at  Lynn,  Frederick  Maoby,  Esq.,  surgeon, 
formerly  of  East  Rodham,  Norfolk,  aged  69. 


May  13th,  at  his  residence,  the  Lodge,  Bedford^ 
Nichoks  Fi^patrtck,  M.D.,  late  of  the  Royal  Actffleij. 

May  15th,  in  Hanover  Street,  London,  in  the  80tb 
year  of  his  age,  Wm.  Winstanley,  M.D.,  of  West  Cliff, 
P^^ston,  one  of  her  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peaoe  for 
the  county  of  Lancaster. 

April  26th,  in  Maddox  Street,  Matthew  Scott  Moore, 
M.D.,  formerly  Superintending-Surgeon  of  the  Madras 
establishment. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

Disease  of  the  Liver.  By  Geoi^ge  Budd,  M.D.,  F.R.& 
Second  Edition.  London :  John  Churchill,  1852.  Svo, 
pp.  486. 

Homoeopathy  and  Homoeopaths.  By  J.  Stevenaoa 
Boshnan,  F.R.C.P.E.  London  :  John  Chnrobill,  1852. 
London:  John  Churchill,  1852.     12mo,  pp.  214. 

Insanity;  its  Causes,  Prevention,  and  Cure.  By 
Joseph  Williams,  M.D.  Second  Edition.  London: 
John  ChuichiU,  1852.     pp.  317. 

Annab  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology.  Conducted  bj 
John  Goodsir,  F.R.SS.L  and  E.M.W.S.  Edinbvgli: 
Sutherland  andJKnox.     No.  2,  May,  1852. 

A  Handbook  of  Organic  Chemistry ;  being  a  new 
and  greatly  enlarged  edition  of  the  "  Outlines  of 
Organic  Chemistry ;'  *  for  the  use  of  Students.  By  Wm. 
Gregory,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  Professor  of  Chemistiyin 
the  University  of  Edinburgh.  Third  edition,  corrected 
and  much  extended.  London :  Taylor,  Walton,  and 
Maberly,  1852.     8vo,  pp.  532, 

Lectures  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Midwifery. 
By  E.W.  Murphy,  A.M.,  M.D.  Pbtes and  Woodonte. 
London:  Taylor,  Walton,  and  Maberly,  1852.  Svo, 
pp.616. 

Second  Report  of  Quarantine— Yellow  FeTer.  With 
Appendices.  Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
by  command  of  Her  Majesty.  London  :  Clowes  and 
Sons.     Pamphlet.     1852. 

Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  May,  1852. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

Y0RK8HKB  BRANCH  MBBTIKQ. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Branch  will  be  held  at 
the  Medical  School,  Leeds^  on  Thursday,  June  lOtb,. 
under  the  Presidency  of  C.  Chadwick,  M.D.  Th» 
chair  will  be  taken  at  one  o'clock  predsely.  The 
members  and  visitors  will  dine  together  after  the 
meeting. 

.      WM.  if  ATTERSON,  Juk., 

Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
York,  May  21,  1852. 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  Moore, . 
Dr.  Nelson,  Dr.  Day,  Mr.  Bottomley,  Obaervator, 
Mr.  Watson,  Mr.  Foote,  Dr.  Oke. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communications  con- 
nected with  the  Edilorial  department  be  sent  to  J.  H. 
Walsh,  Esq.,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester.  Pkuroela 
and  books  for  review  may  be  addressed  to  the  ewe  of 
Mr.  Churchill,  Princee  Street,  Soho. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


CLINICAL  LECTURES  , 

OK  TBS 

PRACTICE    OF    PHYSIC, 


THBATEB  OP  QUBBITS  COLLBGB,  BOtMIHGlLaf. 

Bt  DAVID  NELSON,  M.D.,  Ediv., 

^kgtUtm  U  tk§  Omw^>  Bm^i^U  «Mft ^AwMi  <f  OUkmllUii^mB,  ^. 
I.BCT1TBX     XVI. 

On  the  Morbid  Cokditions  of  trb  Urinary 
Organs — ^Continued  and  Concludbo. 

Gbntlbmbn,— At  the  oondiifioii  of  my  last  Idctoie, 
which  was  devoted,  in  s  gmt  messmre,  to  the  expfiou 
tion  of  the  pafhologiosl  theory  of  renal  d^eneration,  I 
imnnised  that,  at  the  next  meetfaig,  I  sboald  proceed  to 
Snustrate  the  doctrines  then  adyanoed  by  the  symptoms 
of  the  actoal  cases  dnrini^  life,  and  the  morbid  appear- 
aaoes  after  death,  which  promise  I  now  proceed  to 
lUfiL 

Yon  are  aware  that  the  treatment,  in  advanced  cases. 
Is  generally  Tery  disconraging.  Those  in  a  lets 
adTsnoed  stage,  which  appear  either  amongst  out  or  in- 
IwtientB,  are  also  rather  nnsatisftctory;  because  they 
eeldom  can  be  obserred  for  a  period  long  enough  to 
enable  ns  to  arrive  at  decided  conclusions.  They 
generally  recover,  again  and  again,  from  the  aooom- 
panying  dropsies;  and  as  patients,  in  their  ignorance, 
lielieve  that  symptom  to  be  the  actoal  disease,  they 
commonly  remoTe  themselTCs  from  observation  and 
treatment  as  soon  ss  it  disappears.  They  are  also  ^t 
«o  view  the  pain  in  the  loins  ss  lambago,  and  so  ease 
ft  by  means  of  soothing  linamenti,  &c.,  until  the 
disease  has  gained  head,  and  compelled  them  to  seek 
proper  advice  at  too  late  a  period. 

Now,  to  recapitulate  a  few  points  of  the  former 
lecture,  let  me  remind  yon  that  I  conridered  the  essence 
of  the  disease  to  consist,  not  in  the  albuminous  dis* 
-charge,  but  in  the  replacement  of  the  proper  glsnd  cdls 
smd  tubules  of  the  kidney,  by  non-nucleated  cells  of 
granukr  matter,'  or  oil  or  fibrin,  this  benig  the  result 
either  of  a  simple  perversion  of  the  nutritive  processes, 
or  of  a  preceding  capillary  congestion  or  inflammation, 
arising  firom  irritant  causes,  whether  sanguineous  or 
lextra-sanguineous.  Henoe  the  name  of  d^eneration, 
as  indicatbg  a  depressed  vitality,  and  consequent 
infierior  organization.  This  I  stated  to  be  always 
accompanied  by  a  deficiency  of  the  red  particles  of  the 
blood— and  that  I  believed  this  accompaniment  to  be 
the  cause  of  the  disease  when  it  was  one  of  constitutional 
origin— but  to  be  only  a  consequence  of  the  disease, 
'When  it  proceeded  from  accidental  or  local  derange- 
ments. Under  the  fbnner  head,  I  classed  general 
debility  and  aasemia;  and,  under  tiie  latter,  hypersemia, 
-whether  arterial  or  venous.  I  further  observed  that 
eadi  case  had  its  own  peculiarities,  which  could  only  be 
learned  by  experience  s  and  that  T  was  in  a  podtion  to 
•idiow  that  the  disease  might  go  on  without  dropsies  in 
Ho.  TtL,hm%  tSM. 


one  person,  without  dyspepsia  in  another,  withoas 
pain  in  a  third,  and  witiiont  albuminuria  in  a  fourth  ; 
but  (hat  the  most  unvarying  symptom  wss  the  conditioa 
o1r  the  countenance,  whwh,  in  its  highest  degree,  pro- 
duced a  puify,  pale,  and  pasty  aspect ;  whilst  in  aa 
ordinary  way  it  only  gaTO  a  heavy  Flemidi  ezpressioD^ 
dilfieult  to  be  described,  yet  easily  recognised  when 
once'  wdl  observed.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  give  out* 
lines  of  the  cases,  selecdng,  in  the  first  place,  those 
that  were  best  mariced,  and  perfectly  confirmed ;  and, 
aftarwards,  citing  a  few  more,  in  which  the  symptoms 
during  life  were  comparatively  alight  and  obscure,  but 
in  which  the  degeneration,  to  a  greater  or  less  eoctentt 
was  revealed  after  death,  according  to  expectation. 

Thefirst  in  the  case  book  is  that  of  Mrs.  Fulfbrd,  aged 
45,  leuco-phlegmatic,  but  spare,  who  was  admitted  Juno 
27th,  1849.  She  stated  that  she  bed  been  subject  to 
uterine  floodings  for  twelTO  months  past,  oocuning 
afanost  every  fortnight;  that  her  face  and  legs  next 
began  to  swell,  and  that,  for  two  months  before,  they  had 
become  permanently  enlarged;  while  thirst  had  In- 
creased, and  she  had  become  excesnvely  pale.  These 
lifter  facts  were  confirmed  upon  examination.  •  The 
nasal  bones  were  likewise  observed  to  be  depressed,  and 
she  confessed  to  having  been  once  powerftilly  salivated 
for  syphilis.  Complete  dulness  also  existed  over  the 
whole  of  the  left  side ;  a  dight  cardiac  murmer  was 
present,  and  the  breathing  was  oppressed.  Her  q>petito 
was  good,  but  she  had  intense  thirst.  Her  urine  was 
frequently  passed,  but  little  came  at  a  time.  It  was 
highly  albuminous,  and  there  was  pain  in  the  kidneys, 
increased  under  pressure.  Rend  degeneration,  accom- 
panied with  effusions  into  the  chest  and  ceUulsrtissuest 
was  at  once  evident;  and  it  was  slso  pretty  clear  that  it 
had  been  brought  about  by  the  successive  deteriorations 
which  the  circulating  fluid  had  undergone— firstly,  from 
syphilis;  secondly,  from  severe  mercurialization;  and, 
thirdly,  -from  hKmorrbage.  From  her  exoesdvdy 
ansmic  appearance  she  wss  not  cupped  at  first,  but 
took  purgatives,  and  had  a  large  blister  implied  to  the 
left  side  of  the  chest,  which  treatment  diminished,  (after 
a  few  days,)  the  swelled  appearance  of  the  fiuse  and 
legs  ;  and  then  she  also  had  a  diuretio,  sedative,  and 
tonie  mixture  of  digitalis,  lytta,  and  muriate  of  iron* 
^Ai't&is  diuretic,  however,  did  not  act,  and  as  the  pafai 
,of«ibe  loins  continued,  notwithstanding  her  steto  of 
repose,  cupping  was  resorted  to  on  the  1  st  of  July.  la 
three  days  thereafter,  the  urine  having  flowed,  there 
was  no  oedema  of  the  feoe  whatever,  though  it  looked 
pde  and  pasty.  The  breathing  was  essy,  but,  (perhaps 
in  consequence  of  a  Dover's  powder  exhibited,)  her 
bowels  were  bound,  and  she  had  a  drownness  which 
approadied  to  stapor.  Dover's  powders  or  other  opiate 
preparations  were  now  forbidden,  and  purgatives  were 
had  recourse  to,  under  which,  dong  with  leeches  to  the 
loins,  the  respirations  improved,  and  the  anasarca 
greatly  diminished.  On  the  5th,  she  only  compbdned 
generally  of  weakness ;  pulse  104,  sbmII  and  thready. 
On  the  6tii,  there  was  very  little  osdema,  and  no  pdn  in 
the  loins,  but  the  thoraeie  dulness  continued  the  same. 
On  the  9^^  dl  oBdema  had  left,  aad^  on  this  date,  the 
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speotfc  gnmty  of  the  uriiie  was  1017  with  the  aUmoieo, 
and  1012  without  it.  At  the  time  of  the  stapor^  ithad 
been  only  1011  with  the  albomen,  and  1005  without  it. 
Qd  eadi  oooaaion  the  pioportaoo  of  albumen  had  been 
XMich  the  lame,  though  the  amount  of  urea  and  other 
•alta  had  Taried.  On  the  10th,  the  thoracic  duhMM 
bad  Mimewhat  diminiahed  at  the  upper  partof  the  chest, 
the  urine  being  free.  She  ^as  Tory  thirsty  and  restless, 
but  complained  of  no  pain.  The  cardiac  munner  waa  a 
little  increased;  respiratioDS  26,  and  easy.  She  waa 
taking,  at  this  time,  the  nvn  ursi,  with  oonium  and 
soda.  On  the  12th  she  lay  tranquilly,  but  was  yny . 
drowsy;  the  respirations  were  down  to  14,  pulse  92» 
The  thirst  had  abated,  as  well  as  the  dubess  of  the 
cheat,  and  the  urine  appeared  healthy — so  far  as  leialed 
to  the  absence  of  albumen — but  iu  specific  gnvity  was 
only  about  1005.  There  waa  no  return  of  oedema,  but 
the  tongue  was  brown  and  dry.  All  that  day  she 
became  more  and  more  insensible,  and  died  on  tbe  13lh, 
^  in  a  state  of  coma.  Previously  to  this  event,  bar 
perspiration  Itul  a  rank,  urinous  odour ;  but  on  the 
ooma.  appearing,  that  symptom  had  ceased.  4>n 
opening  the  body,  some  remains  of  serum  were  found  in 
the  left  side  of  the  chest,  where  the  lung  was  congested, 
but  still  crepitated.  The  heart  was  laige,  soft,  and  filled 
frith  fibrinous  dota.  The  liver  was  also  large,  but  of 
natural  texture,  as  waa  the  spleen.  The  kidneys,  of 
usual  size,  were  much  congested  in  the  individual  veins, 
which  were  large  and  dark.  The  tubular  and  secre* 
tionary  portions  were  almost  obliterated.  Tbe  general 
etrnctnre  was  very  pale,  and  traversed  by  the  above 
large  dark  veins;  and,  on  peeling  ofl*  the  fibrous  ooat, 
tbe  surface  of  the  kidney  proper  was  seen  to  be  so 
much  tubercttlated  as  to  resemble  a  small  brain.  Most 
of  the  tubercles  were  the  siae  of  mustard  aeeds ;  but 
many  were  as  large  as  peas,  and  some  were  the  siae  of 
Bcench  beans.  These  latter  had  softened,  so  as  to 
contain  a  semi-purulent  matter,  such  as  is  found  in 
la^ge  tnberclea  of  tbe  lungs.  The  morbid  conditions  of 
both  kidneys  were  singularly  symmetrical. 

Now,  it  will  be  observed,  in  this  caae,  that  it  seemed 
to  have  sprung  from  causes  of  general  debility,  ris., 
the  severo  syphilis,  the  mercurial  salivation  employed 
fm  the  cure  of  that  disease,  and  the  subsequent  uterine 
bcemorrbages.  The  physiognomy  gave  the  fiist««ik» 
]»«s8ion  as  to  the  nature  of  the  malady ;  and,  far  gone 
as  it  was,  the  treatment  led  to  one  gratifying  result, 
inaamuob  as  she  did  not  die  in  the  agonies  of  an 
orthopnoea,  such  as  must  have  resulted  had  the  opptea* 
aive  dropries  not  been  drained  off,  but  from  simple 
coma,  oonsequent  on  the  non*ezcretion  of  urea.  The 
disappearanoe  of  albumen  from  the  urine,  and  the 
simultaneous  disappearance  of  the  urinous  elements 
fivrn  the  seeretion  of  the  skin,  are  likewise  notable 
fiusts.  That  the  disease  was  of  Uood  origin  seems 
pretty  dear,  from  its  symmetrical  devdopment;  and 
that  the  depositions  were  of  the  nature  of  tubercle, 
more  than  of  fat,  was  inferred  from  the  granular 
appearances  under  the  microscope,  and  the  sanio- 
purulent  matter  oontatned  within  tiie  tubercles.  Hie 
disease  was  here  complicated,  as  it  very  frequently  is, 


with  odier  ailments,  as  such  n  serious  process  oonU 
scsroely  be  expected  to  go  forward  in  the  kidnsfs 
without  deranging  all  the  other  allied  orgsnt.  The 
next  case  is  of  a  similar  descriptioB. 

Sarah  Whitabdl,  of  WaksU»  n  housekeeper,  of  Isnoo- 
phlegmatic  appearance,  and  aged  50,  was  admitted  on 
New  Yeer's  Oay^  eomplauiing  of  dropsy.  She  ststod 
that,  about  two  years  before,  she  bad  had  profase 
terminal  menstruations,  iosasediately  after  vriiich  her 
legs  began  to  swell»  and  went  on  increasing  in  spite  of 
treatment.  She  then  felt  in  a  condition  of  snst 
debility.  About  three  months  before  admisson  her 
face  also  had  become  puffy,  while  her  bresthbg  wis 
oppressed,  and  she  felt  uncommonly  drowsy.  She  hai 
also  dysentery  during  that  time. 

On  admission  there  was  pain  in  the  loins,  increeied 
by  pressure,  and  by  the  effiort  of  rising  to  an  uppiht 
position.  Tbe  legs  and  arms  were  swollen,  and,  ia  one 
phMe,  had  broken  into  a  sore.  The fiMO  wasstiU  poily. 
The  tongue,  though  dean,  was  indented  by  the  teeth. 
She  vrss  confused  in  her  ideaa.  She  complamed  of 
thirst;  and  her  urine  was  very  albuminous,  but  not 
^csnty.  Along  with  these  symptoms  of  renal  disesie 
there  was  fubiess  and  tenderness  of  the  abdomen,  with 
slimy  stools.  The  pulse  vras  acareely  perceptible ;  and 
she  also  had  asthmatic  brondiitis,  with  some  evideDOM 
of  effusion  on  the  brain. 

Now,  in  this  case,  as  the  state  of  the  bowels  foihade 
the  employment  of  puigatives,  diuretics  alone  woe 
exhibited,  vis.,  digitalis,  lytta,  and  nitrous  ether,  while 
she  took  mercury  and  chalk,  vrith  Dover's  powder,  sad 
was  ordered  to  be  cupped  over  the  loins  to  theextent 
pi  Soar  ounces. 

By  the  4th  the  stools  were  reduced  firom  six  or  eight 
to  three  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  but  were  still  slimyr 
Nothing  but  serum  had  been  drawn  off  by  the  ciq^isgr 
but  yet  the  lumbar  pain  was  reduced,  and  the  pulse  hsd 
become  more  i^reciable,  and  100.  The  asthma  ooa* 
tinuedy  and  she  was  ordered,  in  addition  to  the  other 
medicines,  the  eethereal  solution  of  lobelia  mght  snd 
moraing. 

On  the  8th  there  waa  no  wheesing  is^atever,  and  the 
abdomen  had  resumed  its  natural  flatness,  being  ody 
moved  to  one  or  two  stools  a  day,  which  were  not 
slimy.  The  chief,  or  at  least  most  obvious  complies- 
tions,  therefore,  were  now  subdued;  but  not  only  ths^ 
for,  at  this.eame  date,  the  ^gs  had  mudi  diminishwl  in 
sise,  the  skin  a|^[>earing  to  be  wrinkled,  and  scsroely 
pitting  on  pressure.  The  urine  was  plentifd,  sad 
deal ;  the  tongue  waa  less  swollen ;  the  appetite  «•» 
improved ;  the  thurst  had  abated,  and  the  pulse  «•» 
reduced  to  80.    The  same  medicines  were  continued. 

On  the  11th  the  swelling  of  the  limbs,  &c.,  hsd 
entirdy  left;  the  appetite  was  good,  and  she  felt 
altogether  easier,  but  complained  of  superfidd  tendei:- 
ness  of  the  limbs,  though  the  sore  had  healed  up  va^ 
nitrate  of  diver;  the  urine  vras  less  dbuminoas;  the 
pain  in  the  loins,  however,  hsd. returned,  and  she  fdt 
rather  languid;  pulse  65 ;  cupping  was  ordered agsin». 
the  other  medicines  were  stopped,  99i,  ahio  took  quidse. 
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On  tiie  15tii  the  lambar  pain  bad  again  left,  the 
ftiiirst  was  not  distressing,  and  there  was  no  external 
-evidence  of  dropsy.  She  fblt  comfortable,  as  she  said, 
.«nd  had  walked  about  the  ward ;  but  now  mark  the 
retolt,  as  Qlostratiye  of  what  I  haye  said  in  former 
lectures  as  to  the  inddiousness  of  head  affections. 

On  the  16th,  that  is,  the  following  morning,  after  a 
rgood  sleep,  she  got  up  and  walked  about  the  ward; 
she  next  had  two  cups  of  coffee,  with  bread  and  butter 
lot  breakfiwt,  and  expressed  herself  to  those  aitnmd 
her  as  fading  yerjr  much  better.  About  half  an  hour 
mfter,  howerer,  while  sitting  up  in  bed,  she  suddenly 
fell  back,  and  expired  instantly.  There  was  no  rattle 
In  tiie  throat,  no  scream,  nor  any  other  premonitory 
-•fp^mptom. 

On  opening  the  body  the  pericardium  was  found 
XBUch  distended,  almost  transparent,  and  quite  full  of 
4wnmi.  The  heart  itself  was  healthy  in  stmctore,  but 
flabby,  and  containied  little  blood.  The  lungs  were 
iiealthy  in  structure  also,  but  congested.  The  kidneys 
were  also  dark,  and  highly  congested,  but,  upon  close 
inspection,  their  structure  was  obsenred  to  be  infiltrated 
with  a  whitish  matter,  generally  diffosed,  and  not  oon- 
giomerated  into  any  distinct  tubercles.  The  stomach, 
intestines,  spleen,  and  li^er,  were  tolerably  healthy,  but, 
on  opening  the  calvaiinm,  much  fluid-blood  escaped, 
and  the  ventricles  were  found  enormously  dilated  with 
clear  serum,  which  had  blanched  the  choroid  plexuses, 
■and  deposited  an  albuminous  incmstation  thereon. 

Now,  the  obvious  cause  of  the  sudden  death  of  this 
poor  woman  was  the  intolerable  hydropic  pressure 
-which  weighed  upon  botl/  the  heart  and  the  brain ;  and 
ibe  case  is  an  exceedingly  instroctiTe  on^,  as  showing 
how  many  of  the  more  visible  symptoms  of  a  disease 
may  disappear,  and  the  patient  eren  feel  comfortable, 
while  death  impends  at  every  moment,  from  the 
impeded  action  of  certain  vital  organs,  which,  as  in 
this  instance,  may  be  the  last  to  yield  to  the  remedies. 
Aa  in  the  former  patients,  we  here  (bund  that  a  nu- 
merous train  of  evils  succumbed  to  the  treatment.  The 
•external  dropsies  disappeared,  along  with  the  lumbar 
pain,  the  asthma,  and  the  dysentery ;  and  the  patient 
aJmost  flattered  herself  that,  under  such  appearances, 
S(he  was  cured.  But  there  remained  the  faint  action  of 
the  heart,  the  confusion  of  thought,  and  the  cutioular 
4endeme8B,  which  two  last  symptoms,  when  combmed 
together^  I  bare  remarked  upon  in  former  lectures  as 
vnluable  indications  of  cerebral  oppressioii  and  inita- 
hilitys  and  I  exemplified  them,  at  that  time,  by  the  case 
of  the  young  gurl  Bayley,  In  typhus  fever,  who  eoold 
connect  no  ideas,  but  who  cried  for  houM  together  after 
tike  slightest  ruffling  of  the  skin,  either  by  the  fingers 
or  the  bedclothes.  In  this  manner,  while  half  uncon- 
flcions,  she  vrould  disturb  the  other  occupants  of  the 
ward,  night  and  day ;  and  I  have  shoim  yon  the  same 
combinations  of  stopor  and  imtabilHy  m  apoplexy  and 
other  sudi  affections.  From  the  appearances  after  death 
in  the  body  of  Sarah  Whitehall,  as  regarded  the  brain 
and  the^  heart,  as  wdl  as  the  kidneys,  it  might  be  some- 
what difficult  to  declare  which  was  the  original  souree 
<of  thit  oomplicated  malady.     Yet,  looking  to  the  first 


symptom  of  the  profhse  hemorrhage,  followed  by  the 
dropsical  effusions,  one  is  incUned  to  tMnk  that  the 
chief  or  primary  source  of  the  constitutional  dennge^ 
ment  was  the  altered  condition  of  tiie  blood,  which  had 
obviously  produced  a  general  degeneiution  of  tha 
kidneys,  through  capillary  congestion:  yet  not  that* 
their  condition  might  have  caused  death  for  a  consider- 
able time,  but  fbr  the  exudation  which  had  simuHane- 
ously  taken  place  into  the  bag  of  the  heart,  and  the 
▼entricles  of  the  brain.  These  already  adduced  are 
complicated  forms  of  the  disorder ;  but  the  next  case 
Ihat  I  shall'  cite  is  of  a  more  simple  character*  and  all 
the  results  are  more  clearly  traceable  to  a  primary 
degeneration  of  the  kidneys— traceable  to  the  chronic 
stagnation  of  vitiated  or  impoverished  blood,  acliDs 
upon  the  capillaries  according  to  Chose  doctrines  of  our 
EdSnburgfa  school,  enundatod  by  Dr.  Alison. 

Elizabeth  Healey,  a  sempstress,  and  an  interesting 
and  intelligent  young  woman,  of  Flemish  aspect,  aged 
20,  was  admitted  on  the  2nd  of  July,  1850.  She  waa 
ofdeuco-phlegmatic  temperament,  full,  round,  pale, 
and  flabby,  and  had  been  ill  for  two  years.  She  first 
preseoted  herself  as  an  out-patient,  but  seeing  her 
conation,  I  at  once  advised  her  to  enter  the  hospital 
which  she  accordingly  did.  On  admission  she  stated 
that  menstruation,  previously  regular,  had  ceased  two 
yean  ago,  and  that,  before  that  period,  she  had 
become  somewhat  pale,  but  more  so  since  then.  The 
next  change  she  remarked  was  the  swelling  of  her  legs, 
on  one  of  which  an  uleer  ultimately  formed,  which  had 
been  treated  in  hospital  by  a  surgeon  of  repute,  but  had 
never  amended.  The  swellings  at  length  became  so 
opressive  that  she  sought  hospital  aid  again.  On 
examination,  the  countenance  was  first  observed  to  be 
pale  and  puffy,  espedally  under  the  eyes,  while  the  skin 
round  the  nails  was  tense  and  shining.  The  cardiac  and 
respiratory  sounds  of  the  chest  were  natural.  The 
logs  were  very  much  swollen,  and  especially  the  left' 
thigh,  where  the  ulcer  still  existed,  pale,  and  exuding 
nothing  but  serum.  Ascites  also  existed  to  a  great 
degree,  rendering  the  abdomen  protuberant  and  tense 
in  the  extreme.  Hie  girth  of  the  right  ankle,  as  weB 
ae  of'  the  left,  was  fearteen  inches  (the  giri  bemg 
nsitoally  well  made),  while  the  right  thigh  measured 
seventeen,  inches  and  the  left  twenty-three.  The  latter 
part  likewise  felt  very  solid,  and  did  not  pit  under 
pressure  like  the  rest  of  the  surfece,  but  wai  hard, 
resisting,  and  elastic.  She  stated  that  she  had  only 
oocadonal  pains  in  the  loins,  «nd  that  there  was  none 
Oen  present.  She  had  to  rise  fVequently  in  the  night 
time,  though  uidined  to  be  drowsy,  while  tiie  urine 
passed  was  highly  albuminous,  of  specific  gravity  1081. 
Pulse  76  to  80.  Renal  degeneration  vraa  at  onee 
inferred  firom  these  symptoms ;  and,  as  the  bowels  were 
in  sound  condition,  and  there  was  no  lumbar  pain,  she 
forthwith  entered  upon  a  course  both  of  purgatives  and 
diuretics. 

On  the  5th  there  was  no  perceptible  diange ;  but  oa 
the  9th,  that  is  to  say,  witiiin  one  week^  thetomefee- 
tioB  of  the  light  kmer  extrsmity  was  so  modi  rednoed 
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tlMt  the  tbigb  appeared  natural,  and  Hie  leg  only  pitted 
allglitly.  The  left  leg  was  alao  diminiihed,  but^^aa 
atiU  of  great  fiize^  and  eieeedingly  hard.  The  abdomen 
iHid  become  soft  and  oompratsible,  and  the  fuse  wai  less 
swollen.  The  urine  was  as  albominoaa  iu  before,  bat 
ima  foond  to  contain  abundance  of  area.  She  now 
began  to  leel  lighter,  and  expressed  herself  as  getting 
ViU,  saying  she  felt  no  annoyance  from  the  pui^ng 
and  dtoroaia,  bat  rather  was  conacions  of  being  stronger. 

On  the  16th  the  ascites  and  anasarca  were  very  much 
ndnoed,  except  that  some  tamefiiction  had  reappeared 
•bout  the  eyes.  The  tongue  also  had  become  very  rei, 
and  she  had  pain  in  the  loins.  The  specific  gravity  of 
tlie  urine  was  1020  with  albumen,  and  1017  without  it. 
She  was  cupped  over  the  loins  at  this  period,  and,  as 
ibe  tongue  continued  to  become  brighter  and  the  pulse 
waa  small,  although  the  cedema  continued  to  decrease, 
and  she  complained  of  no  loss  of  strength,  all  the 
medicines  were  stopped,  and  she  took  only  Dover's 
yowder  at  night.  After  this,  however,  the  tongue 
continued  quite  as  red  as  ever,  and  the  oedema  be^  to 
increase,  with  heavy  headache  and  pain  in  the  bowiels. 
These  symptoms,  she  said,  had  come  on  ever  since  the 
]»UKgalive  powders  had  been  stopped.  They  were,  there- 
lore,  resumed  on  the  23rd,  along  with  the  use  of  uva 
ursa ;  and  on  the  26th  the  swellings  had  again  abated, 
the  face  being  of  natural  sixe,  but  waxy  pale.  On  the 
30th  she  again  relapsed,  the  tongue  being  intensely 
red,  and  the  abdomen  tense.  The  respirations  were  24, 
and  laboured;  she  was  drowsy,  and  the  pulse  was  120, 
very  small.  Under  these  circumstances  she  had  frequent 
eructations  of  acid  matter,  for  which  she  had  draughts 
of  hydrocyanic  acid,  with  soda;  but  the  disease  still 
Bade  head  towards  a  fatal  issue.  The  swellings 
increased,  the  left  side  of  the  face  and  body  being 
much  more  tumefied  than  the  right.  There  was  great 
beat  of  skin,  and  she  was  excessively  drowsy.  The 
respiration  became  more  and  more  laborious,  she  had 
intense  thirst,  and  the  tongue  was  brilliantly  red,  except 
where  it  was  covered  with  aphthous  crusts.  On  the  3rd 
of  August,  after  a  gradmd  increase  of  the  stupor,  she 
died  in  complete  coma. 

Now,  on  opening  the  body,  the  heart  and  lungs  were 
found  quite  healthy  in  their  structure,  excepting  that 
the  former  was  rather  soft  and  pale.  The  abdomen 
.  and  thorax  both  contained  a  large  amount  of  serum. 
The  stomach  was  pale,  but  congested  towards  the 
pylorus.  The  liver,  weighing  four  pounds  ten  ounces, 
was  likewise  pale,  soft,  and  degenerate.  The  whole 
Snoscular  system  was  also  pale;  so  were  the  kidneys, 
which  were  thoroughly  disorganized,  scarcely  any  part 
of  the  glandular  structuro  being  present,  and  the 
morbid  aiass  containing  here  a^id  thjcre  softened  tuber- 
cles about  the  size  of  peas,  composed  of  pus  and 
granular  matter. 

This,  as  you  will  perceive,  waa  a  far-gone  case,  and 
the  history  of  it  is  pretty  similar  to  that  of  the  others. 
There  was  evidence  of  tubercular  diathesis  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  skin  at  the  rooto  of  the  nails ;  and  yet  there 
was  no  affection  of  the  lungs.  But  we  have,  first,  some 
deterioration  of  the  blood,  leading  to  suppreesion  of 


the  menstntal  discharge ;  in  the  next  place,  drc^»sicai 
tameftuHiona ;  "and  then,  ^^len  these  came  to  be  opprea* 
sive,  she  seeks  our  advice,  and  thinks,  becanae  tiiex 
disappear  in  some  measure,  that  she  is  getting  eored«- 
But  the  £Mt  is,  that  when  the  dropaies  haTO  eome  !»• 
this  extreme,  the  kidneys  are  hopelessly  disorganised,, 
and  all  medical  aid  is  uselees,  except  for  palliation  of 
the  symptoms  ;  though  that  is  by  no  means  an  unim- 
portant matter.  In  an  earlier  stage  of  lib»  malady  the 
results  of  treatment  might  be  different ;  but  the  patienta 
themselves  do  not  Tslue  the  real  importance  of  their 
symptoms  in  an  insidious  disease  of  thu  kind,  until 
they  become  positively  irksome. 

The  next  case  is  that  of  William  Thomaa,  a  nuner, 
admitted  on  the  3rd  of  December.  His  age  was  45, 
and  he  was  of  phlegmatic  temperament,  pale,  and  paSy, 
He  stated  that  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  had  been 
excluded  from  the  influences  of  the  sun  and  open  air  ; 
but  he  had  never  been  of  intemperate  habits,  and  both 
ftom  his  appearance  and  our  subsequent  three  montiis' 
experience  of  him,  he  seemed  a  man  on  whose  word  we 
might  rely  in  such  matters.  He  also  said  he  had  never 
had  rheumatism,  but  that  eight  years  ago  he  had  had  oa 
attack  of  general  dropsy,  since  which  period  his  legs 
had  always  been  more  or  less  swollen ;  but,  until  lately, 
that  was  all  he  had  to  complain  of.  On  admlsaion,  his 
face  was  pale  and  puffy;  the  abdomen  and  scrotnA 
were  much  distended,  the  legs  were  very  oedematon^, 
and  the  neck  and  arms  were  raised  into  large  irregolar 
lumps,  by  partial  depositions  of  serum.  At  the  same 
time,  though  the  left  side  sounded  a  little  dull  under 
percussion,  the  heart's  actions  and  sounds  were  nataral* 
He  had  no  pain,  nor  ever  had  any,  in  the  loins.  He 
never  rose  in  the  night  to  pass  water,  and  his  pulses 
were  only  60  and  his  respirations  20.  On  the  other  hand, 
his  urine,  on  being  boiled,  became  almost  one  solid 
coagulum  of  albumen,  and  he  had  some  cuticular  ten* 
demesb.  He  waa  put  under  purgatives  and  diuretics, 
which  acted  well,  and  the  dropsical  effusions  began 
speedily  to  disappear.  From  the  absence  of  all  specific 
symptoms,  excepting  the  dropsy  and  the  albuminuria,  ii 
is  unnecessary  for  me  to  read  from  the  case-book  die 
daily  or  weekly  details  of  the  illness,  as  regards  mea- 
surements of  different  parts  and  the  like.  Let  me 
but  generally  observe,  that  while  the  urine  presented, 
as  before  stated,  almost  one  mass  of  solid  albomea 
throughout,  whenever  it  was  boiled,  the  dropsy — though 
occasionally  fluctuating  more  or  less — did  oontinue 
steadily  to  decrease,  while  his  appetite  was  good  and 
his  feeling  of  general  health  made  him  comfortable  and 
contented.  He  had  full  allowance  of  eggs  and  other 
forms  of  generous  and  albuminated  diet ;  so  that,  with 
these  and  the  medicines,  he  said  on  the  21st  of  January, 
that  he  felt  "  very  well  indeed,''  at  which  time  the  only 
apparent  symptoms  of  the  disease  were  the  paleness  of 
countenance,  the  albuminous  urine,  and  some  degree  of 
anasarca.  On  the  25th  even  this  latter  ailment  was 
almost  gone,  and  he  felt  altogether  personally  comfortable* 
On  the  7  th  of  February  he  had  a  severe  pulmonary 
attack,  and  although  he  instantly  had  an  emetic,  with 
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blisten  to  the  chett,  and  ezpectorantB,  he  got  worse* 
The  tide  of  symptoxiu  now  set  in  dead  against  him. 
On  the  ninth  he  was  drowsy,  the  nrine  was  very  scanty, 
.and  the  ooagh  and  expectoration  increased.     Shortly 
afterwards  he  became  too  drowsy  to  expectorate,  and 
then  there  were  umirersal  gurglings  over  the  chest.  This 
drowsiness  soon  increased  to  a  total  insensibility,  and 
he  died  on  the  10th  at    twelve   o'clock    at   night, 
in  coma.    The  whole  body,   though  apparently  well 
developed,  was  now  found  pallid  ani  flabby  in  its 
muscular  tissue,  and  all  the  areolar    textures    were 
anasarcous.    The  calvarium  was  somewhat  adherent  to 
the  dura  mater,  serum  was  effused  upon  the  surface  of 
the  brain,  and  the  pia  mater  was  much  congested.    Hie 
sinuses  were  goiged  with  dark  blood,   and  all   the 
<»vities  were  full  of  serum;  but  the  organ  of  itself 
aeemed  he$Jthy.    The  proper  tissues  of  the  lungs  were 
not  disorganized ;  but  the  left  one  was  excessively  con- 
gested, and  had  some  pleural  adhesions.    The  heart 
was  small,  pale,  and  soft,  and  thinner  than  usual  in  its 
right  ventricle]  but  the  pericardium  contained  no  great 
amount  of  serum.    The  structures  proper  of  the  kid- 
neys, had  almost  entirely  disappeared ;  both  the  cortical 
and  tubular  portions  being  reduced  to  one  smooth  white 
mass,  resembling  the  boiled  milt  of  a  herring,  both  in 
colour  and  consistence.    The  bladder  contained  a  little 
arine,  and  the  stomach  and  intestines  appeared  natural. 
Now,  there  are  some  facts  connected  with  this  case, 
^hich  are  of  the  very  greatest  importance  both  in  a 
practical  and  theoretical  point  of  view,  if  practice  and 
theory  are  ever  to  be  sep^ted  from  one  another.     For 
you  will  observe,  that  a  great  many  of  the  usual  symp- 
toms were  entirely  absent.    Thus^  he  never  had  had  any 
dyspeptic  suffering,  in  regard  either  to  nausea  or  loss  of 
appetite.    His  bladder  had  never  been  irritable  und^r 
the  unnatural  discharges,   and  consequently  he    had 
never  risen  in  the  night  time  for  purposes  of  micturition, 
Neither  his  heart  nor  his  lungs  had  become  materially 
impeded  in  their  functions,  and  even  the  kidneys  them- 
flelves  excited  no  suffering  whatever.    The  paleness, 
the  tnme&ction,  and  the  albuminuria,  were  the  only 
fSgns  that  presented  themselves,  and,  when  the  swellings 
Jiad  disappeared  under  treatment,  the  palness  was  the 
only  thing  visible  to  the   unprofessional  eye.      The 
albuminuria,  therefore,  was  the  sole  tangible  evidence 
by  which  the  degenefation  was  inferred ;  although,  as 
already  stated,  there  may    be   albuminuria,    without 
<n^mc  degeneratioti,  and  organic  degeneration  without 
albuminuria.    Wherefore,  it  becomes  necessary  in  this, 
as  in  aU  other  complaints,  not  merely  to  look  for  certain 
usual  symptoms  of  a  disease,  as  stated  in  text  books, 
but  to  balance  and  connect  with  each  other  the  whole 
circumstances  of  each  case,  small  as  well  ps  great,  and 
past  as  well  as  present,  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  legitimate 
conclusion  thereon.   Here,  for  instance,  we  had  a  review 
of  the  patient's  exdusion,  in  a  great  measure,  from  open 
tar  and  sunlight  for  a  protracted  period;  we  had  his 
paleness,  his'  former  attack  of  dropsy,  and  likewise  his 
tumefied  condition  on  presenting  himself,  all  leading  to 
an  examination  of  the  urine,  even  though  there  was  no 
dyspepsia,  no  lumbar  pain,  and  no  frequent  acts  of 


micturition ;  and  when  the  albuminous  state  of  tiie 
urine  was  thus  observed,  the  previous  history  and 
present  general  aspect  oould  leave'  little  or  no  doubt  as 
to  the  organic  degeneration  /  Under  such  circumstances, 
the  retained  effete  matters,  being  dispersed  through  the 
system,  must  proceed  to  irritate  the  more  delicate 
tissues  through  which  they  circulate,  and  henoe  the 
sudden  dangers  that  are  apt  to  arise  in  the  course  of 
this  disease  from  the  supervention  of  inflammations  in 
the  peritoneum,  bowels,  heart,  lungs,  or  brain.  Thomas 
had  been  free  from  such  results  for  a  very  long  period,  ■ 
but  they  did  at  last  arise.  The  brain  became  affected 
as  well  as  the  lungs,  and  he  died,  as'  usual,  fH>m 
coma.  While  the  other  organs  had  remained  so  healthy 
and  free,  life  seemed  to  have  been  prolonged  by  then 
united  efforts  to  effect  a  vicarious  excretion  of  the  deadly 
elements  of  the  urine,  but  so  soon  as  the  impediment 
at  the  lungs  not  only  checked  the  action  of  those  organs, 
but  of  all  other  organs  of  the  body,  then  those  elements 
remained  paramount  in  the  system,  and  speedily  brought 
about  the  fatal  issue  by  their  directly  narcotic  inilOenoe. 

The  next  instance  of  the  disease  is  one  of  a  more 
cheering  character,  in  which  the  results  go  far  beyond 
the  expectations  entertained  of  it  upon  admission.  It 
is  that  of  Emma  Harris,  in  the  second  ward,  who,  as 
you  are  aware,  has  been  a  long  time  in  the  hospital^ 
but  whose  case  was  worth  every  degree  of  care,  time, 
and  attention,  that  could  be  bestowed  upon  it;  because, 
in  such  a  mortal  disease,  it  is  of  great  consequence  to 
prove  that  arrest,  even  though  it  be  partial,  can  be 
effected ;  or  even  if  it  could  not,  it  is  always  satisftustory 
to  show  that,  under  such  circumstances,  life  may  be 
protracted  and  maintained  in  comparative  ease  for  an 
indefinite  period. 

This  young  woman,  aged  28,  was  admitted  in  Sep- 
tember, 1850,  labouring  under  ascites,  anasarca  of  the 
lower  extremities,  swelling  of  the  face,  and  pain  in  the 
loins.  She  had  nausea,  headache,  and  other  dyspeptic 
symptoms,  with  the  Flemish  expression  of  countenance, 
the  shining  skin  round  the  roots  of  the  nails,  and  the 
pale  indented  tongue.  Her  cheeks  had  some  colour,  but 
were  paler  than  they  had  been.  She  felt  much  inclina- 
tion to  drowsiness,  but  yet  had  to  rise  several  times  in 
the  night  to  pass  water,  and  menstruation  had  not 
occurred  for  about  four  months.  The  urine  was  ex- 
oessvely  albuminous,  inasmuch  as  it  became,  under 
heat  and  nitric  add,  almost  one  solid  or  custard-like 
mass,  and,  upon  subsidence,  occupied  fully  one  half  of 
the  test  glass.  Or  fifty  per  cent.  She  stated  that  she 
had  first  had  the  dropsy  twelve  months  before,  wluch 
had  been  treated  as  from  cardiac  obstruction,  but,  on 
consulting  Sir  Charles  Hastings,  he  had  told  her  friends 
it  was  the  kidneys  that  were  affected,  for  which  she  was 
in  the  Worcester  Infirmary  for  a  time,  until  she  got  re- 
lieved of  the  swellings,  which,  however,  had  returned. 
Under  these  circumstances,  blood  was  abstracted  frona 
the  loms,  and  a  belladonna  plaster  was  subeequisiitly 
applied,  while  she  took  purgatives,  diuretics,  and  seda* 
tives.  From  these  appliances  the  ascites  and  anasarcs 
were  not  long  in  disappearing;  she  became  less  drowsy, 
the  lumbar  pain  lost  its  acuteness,  the  headaches  were 
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relieved,  and  the  appetite  improved.  Still  she  was  pale 
in  lipe,  tongue,  and  eyes ;  her  skin  was  dry,  harsh,  and 
pipillated  ;  and  the  pain  was  not  gone.  She  still  rose  in 
the  night,  and  the  nrine  was  as  albominons  as  erer. 
The  belladonna  plaster  was  now  constantly  worn,  and 
laechings  were  resorted  to  only  when  the  pain  became 
afc  all  incnased.  The  principal  tKatment,  in  addition, 
consisted  in  the  employment  of  tonics,  sedatiyes,  and 
nutrients.  H^ce  she  haMtnally  took  the  moriated 
Iron  in  coijanction  with  ooniom  or  morphia,  in  a 
alomacfaic  bitter  inloslon,  and  had  ample  supplies  of 
albnmen,  in  the  form  of  eggs,  &c.  It  is  needless  to 
go  minutely  oyer  the  lengthened  registered  history 
of  this  case,  because  only  one  indication  was  pursued 
throughout,  and  I  shall  now  merely  point  out  the  chief 
dianges  which  were  obtenred  from  time  to  time,  at 
somewhat  distant  interyals. 

Thus,  in  April,  six  months  after  admission,  it  is 
noted  that  there  had  been  no  return  of  anascarca,  or 
pnffiness  of  oonntenance;  that  the  bowels  were  ragular 
and  appetite  good,  and  that  her  colour  had  improved, 
while  the  albumen  was  in  some  degree  diminishad.  iOnc 
tiie  4th,  her  catamnia!  discharge  also  returned,  after  a 
psnae  of  about  ten  months*  In  the  course  of  this  same 
month,  however,  she  had  some  very  alanning  attacks  of 
peritonitia»  and  plenro-pneumonia,  giving  rise  to  great 
ftbrile  excitement,  and  mucih  fear  of  a  fatal  issue. 
There  was  great  pain,  a  flushed  countenance,  *and  a  foul 
toague,  pulse  128,  and  respirations  24  and  laboured.  In 
this  condition  she  was  treated  by  blistenngs,  antimony, 
calomel,  and  expectorants,  and  recovered ;  after  which, 
the  general  constitution  again\improved  under  the 
exhibition  of  carbonate  of  iron,  and  the  calcareous 
phosphate,  with  ^  the  belladonna  plaster  and  edible 
natiientf  as  before.  In  Bfay  and  June  she  rose  only 
ODoe  or  twice  inthe  night  time.  In  the  beginning  of 
July  the  albumen  was  mudi  the  same  as  it  was  in  April ; 
but,  towards  the  end  of  the  month,  some  diminution  of 
it  was  reported.  At  this  time,  she  was  wont  to  make 
water  at  12  o'clock  at  night,  and  then  lay  undisturbed 
tiU  morning.  In  August  there  was  another  catamenial 
ilow,  and  she  felt  altogether  comfortable.  On  examina- 
tion of  the  urine  at  this  time  it  was  found  to  have 
diminished,  after  subsidence,  to  one-fourth  of  the  entire 
niino— Kir  was  twenty-five  per  cent,  instead  of  fift^p^'as 
on  admission.  She  still  continued  comfortable,  and 
again,  after  further  gradual  diminution,  it  was  found  in 
October  to  be  only  one-eighth  part  of  the  urine  passed, 
or  twelve  and  half  per  cent.,  and  she  rose  only  once  in 
the  night  time.  Her  personal  appearance,  both  in  figure 
and  countenance,  was  now  so  good,  that  unprofessional 
pr  ignorant  visitors  were  wont  to  wonder  what  could 
be  the  matter.  The  reduction  of  albumen,  with  in- 
creased feeling  of  comfort  still  went  on,  and,  on  the  5th 
of  December,  it  was  reported  to  be  only  one-sixteenth 
part  of  the  .urine  voided,  or  six  and  a  quarter  per  cent. 
T^rom  her  long  continuance  in  the  hospital,  she  left  on 
January  30,  perfectly  comfortable,  (so  for  as  her  sen- 
aatiotts  were  concerned,)  and  looking  rosy  and  plump. 
She  had  some  supplies  of  the  carbonate  of  iron,  and 
calcareous  phosphate  out  with  her,  (as  she  lived  a  con- 


siderable distance  from  the  hospitaL)  I  have  seen  her 
since,  and  she  has  suffSered,  as  yet,  no  rdapse.  Hera 
there  seemed  every  evidence  of  a  primary  blood  disease, 
inducing  capillary  congestion  and  all  its  consequences, 
and,  no  doubt,  there  is  disorganiaation  of  the  kidneys, 
of  which,  indeed,  we  may  fed  almost  as  certafai  aa  if  vra- 
had  seen  it.  At  the  same  time,  there  is  an  obviMa 
arrest  of  the  morbid  process,  which  arrest,  (if  permitted 
to  be  traced  to  any  specific  cause  at  aH,)  seems  foirly 
due  to  the  occasional  abstractions  of  stagnant  blood* 
the  soothing  of  the  local  and  general  irritability,  and 
the  persevering  supply  of  those  elements  to  tiie  blood,  of 
which,  under  sach  cireumstanoes,  it  is  known  to  be 
deficient.  Epithelial  cells,  hiooA  globules,  and  tube 
casts,  vrere,  firom  time  to  time,  observed  under  the 
glasses,  each  of  which  phenomena  ace  readily  explain- 
able by  the  pathological  condition  of  the  organ ;  hat 
how  albumen,  in  particular,  escapes  in  such  proportion 
with  the  serum,  under  renal  disease,  I  am  not  in  k 
position  at  all  to  explain,  unless  it  may  be  due  to  the- 
fineness  of  the  eliminatory  membranes.  When  it  is 
tUatly  explained,  perhaps  these  diseases  may  be  more 
under  our  control,  though  that  is  by  no  means  certain  ;• 
for  we  often  advance  in  our  pathology,  while  our 
therapeutics  lag  behind.  Chemistry  and  the  microscope 
have  proved  most  valuable  handmaids  to  physic ;  but» 
after  all,  we  are  to  bear  in  mind  that,  even  though  tfala 
or  that  disease  were  found  to  eonsiat  spedallj  in  aa 
affection  of  this  or  that  particular  tissue  of  any  orgas^ 
yet,  unleaa  we  discovered,  at  the  same  time,  that  oertaia 
special  thereapeutical  agents  directly  influenced  those 
special  parts,  we  should  not  be  advancing  so  much  aa 
W€(  would  desire  in  the  science  of  curation,  and  would 
^fcill  have  to  look,  as  hitherto,  to  the  great  questions  of 
simple  increase  or  diminution,  or  vitiation,  or  im> 
poverishment  of  the  blood,  or  to  exaltation  or  depresnoa 
of  the  nervous  influences.  Think  not,  firom  this  ob- 
servation, that  I  underrate  tiie  importance  of  suck 
investigations,  for  they  add  great  dignity  to  our<rocation^ 
but  I  wish  to  impress  upon  your  minds  that  yoa 
must  not  despise  the  old  writings  of  old  philoaophio 
physicians,  merely  because  you  happen  to  know  some- 
what more  than  they  did  of  the  intimate  structure  of 
natural  bodies ;  for  every  advance  is  only  the  unravelling 
of  but  one  more  link  in  the  endless  chain  of  causation^ 
or  production,  the  final  or  primal  laws  of  vital  action, 
being  always  as  inscrutable  as  ever,  and  totally  beyond 
the  grasp  of  our  present  foculties.  The  great  gteeral- 
izations  of  the  soundest  ancient  philosophers,  so  for 
from  bemg  exploded  by  modem  researches,  are,  year  bjc 
year,  gaining  fresh  illustration  of  their  fondamental 
truth ;  and,  although  they  may  be  sometimes  couched 
in  a  language  not  fomiliar,  or  even  repugnant,  to  the- 
ear  of  the  presen|  age,  no  reader,  of  ordinary  penetra- 
tion, can  foil  to  perceive  that  they  have  been  the  guiding 
stars  of  more  modem  discoverers.  Take,  as  but  one 
example,  the  speculations  of  Hippocrates  and  Galen, 
but  more  particularly  of  Michael  Servetas,  a  Spanish 
physician,  in  his  Ckritiianumi  MettUutio,  as  to  the 

I  circulation  and  reactions  of  the  Mood.    IVue,  we  have 
many  such  vague,  and  now  obsolete  expressions,  as 
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^'viiai  tpirUa,'*  "animal  tpkiU,"  ''fuOural  spiritt," 
.and  ''  sabtile  spirits."  We  haTe  also  the  combiDatioiLS 
<a  "air/'  "eartb,"  "fire/'  and  "water/'  meDtioned, 
and  tlieir  nsolt  in  "  imoHie'  *  from  (he  kinga.  "  Sauffuia 
imtphraio  mi  mueeiw^  9t  e^ratioM  a  fitligme  repur* 
^clur/'  &c. ;  btttt  turn  these  ezpfesnons  into  "  vUai 
Imw/'  **$en»onal  and  organic  lift,**  "  carbon," 
-^'oQTfgen/'  "caloric/'  "orgaoio  wd  inatrganic natfi- 
ents,"and  the  fo?oarite  modem  expresMon  of  *^pulmomry 
^ombwiion,*'  and  you  find  that  the  latter  are  lUtia 
more  than  repetitiona  of  the  former  doctrines— plua  a 
more  minnte  analysis. 

As  to  the  instances  tiiat  have  oceorred  in  the  boa- 
pital,  of  paleness  and  other  signs  of  renal  degeneration, 
-without  the  symptom  of  albarainvria»  or  to  a  Tery 
flight  degree,  I  may  merely  dte :— -A'rf//jf*  the  case  of 
Elizabeth  Sleath,  who  died  in  the  extrame  of  pobnonavy 
'COfisamption,  and  whose  kidneys  were  excessively  pale 
^and  fatty.  Secondly,  of  Sarah  Binion,  who  died  of 
carcinoma  nteri  and  drop^,  and  whose  urine  was  only 
slightly  albuminous  towards  the  end,  but  who  had  the 
Plemish  expression  of  countenance,  in  whom  the  kidneys 
were  Tery  pale,  adherent  to  their  f&broua  coats,  and 
«oYflred  with  stelliform  clusters  <ti  Tessela  on  their 
surfaces.  Thirdly,  Henry  Shaw,  who  died  of  cardiac 
obstruction  and  hypertrophy,  with  heavy  puffy  ooun- 
tenance,  but  no  albumen,  in  whom  the  right  kidney 
was  puckered  on  its  surfiaee,  underneath  whioh  puekered 
part  was  found  a  hardened  mass,  which  grated  under 
the  knife,  the  whole  being  pale,  and  the  nuddle-third 
oxhibituig  no  glandular  strueture  whatCTer.'  Ftmrihly, 
in  Jeremiah  Faulkner,  who  died  of  cerebral  effosioD, 
and  who  had  an  enormous  tnmour,  like  an  over-grown 
-thymus  gland,  in  the  anterior  mediastinum,  a  degea- 
•erated  hip-joint,  and  pale  puffy  couDtenance,  but  no 
-albumen,  in  whom  the  right  kidney,  though  congested, 
was  pretty  natural  in  general  structure,  but  yet  had  a 
tubercle  on  its  surface  about  the  size  of  a  pea,  while  the 
left  was  pale,  and  so  degenerate  as  to  exhibit  no  proper 
structure  at  all,  and  was  rough  and  unequal  on  the 
aur&ce.  In  all  of  these,  except  Sleuth,  renal  degenera- 
tion was  diagnosticated  duriog  life. 

All  these  lacts  point  to  the  conclusion  which  I  would 
wish  to  enforce,  viz.,  that  degeneration  of  the  kidney  is 
similar  to  degeneration  of  the  lung  and  other  organs; 
«nd  that,  although  the  exciting  causes  may  often  be 
of  a  local  nature,  we  are  chiefly  to  look  for  the  evidences 
of  the  malady  in  the  general  constitutional^oondition  of 
the  patient,  and  consequently  apply  our  remedies  to  the 
part,  certainly,  but  still  more  certainly,  if  the  expression 
may  be  allowed,  to  the  whole  material  and  machinery 
•of  nutrition. 

As  to  the  other  degenerations,  simple  or  malignant, 
which  overtake  these  organs,  and  the  calcolary  deposits 
which  take  place  in  than  under  morbid  conditions  of 
the  blood,  these  shall  be  best  treated  of  when  we  come 
to  consider  the  derangements  of  the  blood,  and  the 
ISanglionic  innervation. 
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LscxuBB  X.'—fConcluded.J 
Iodine;  Mercury;  Anihelminiics.    External TtimedUe, 

Atonic  diarrhoea,  or  that  whidi  we  observe  to  oome 
on  after  the  disappearance  of  eczema  of  th^  scalp  and 
Uoe,  is  frequently  benefitted  by  iodine. 

There  exists  an  infisnte  and  unaoeouatable  variety  in 
the  toletanoe  of  tins  remedy  in'  different  obUdien*  I 
^hhd  many  cases  in  which,  kt  the  age  of  two  or  three 
yean,  they  took  for  a  long  time  two  scruples  of  iodide 
of  potassium  every  day;  more  than  that,  however, 
will  seldom  be  resisted  at  this  age. 

The  best  preparation  is  the  iodide  qf  poiateium,  pare 
iodine  sometimes  may  be  combined  with  it,  for  the 
sake  of  saving  expense,  or  to  act  more  strongly  in 
some  AiU  and  phlegmatic  constitutions.  In  general^ 
however,  iodine  is  too  irritating  for  children.  The  best 
mode  of  administering  iodide  of  potassium  will  be  in 
solution,  prescribing  two  or  three  drachms  to  six  ounces 
of  distilled  water,  of  which  we  commence  by  one  or  two 
teaspoonfixls  thrte  times  a  day,  mixing  each  dose  with 
water  and  sugar.  The  more  water,  the  easier  we  convey 
krge  doses  of  the  remedy,  without  causing  great  irrita- 
tion of  the  eyes  and  the  frontal  sinuses. 

I  recommend  you  to  administer  two,  three,  or  four 
doses,  but  all  in  the  afternoon,  thus  the  reaction  will 
reach  its  height  during  the  night,  consequently  in  bed« 
by  which  drcmnstaace  the  perspiration  is  promoted, 
aad  the  child  will  be  in  the  morning,  and  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  day,  in  an  easier  state.  Using  this 
lamedy  duly  in  this  powerful  way,  you  will  succeed  in 
eusing  cases  which  ha?e  been  alresdy  treated  with  it,  by 
small  doses,  for  a  long  time,  and  unsuccessfully. 

In  general  you  will  observe,  that  all  those  childna 
whose  appetite  soon  increases  after  some  doses  of  iodide 
of  potassium,  will  bear  a  very  effective  course  of  it, 
irikibt  those  whose  appetite  soon  becomes  lessened,  in  a 
short  time  will  not  besc  even  small  doses. 

There  are  three  other  salts  of  iodine,  which  I  will 
only  shortly  mention  :*— 

Bi'iodide  of  mercury,  approaching  in  its  actmn  pure 
iodine,  but  insoluble,  besides  that  in  every  respect  it  ia 
not  a  remedy  proper  for  children. 

Iodide  qf  mercury,  approaching  in  its  effects  calomel, 
but  less  purging,  less  strong  in  its  antisyphilitic  effects, 
aad  less  salivating,  there  is  scarcely  a  reason  to  use  it 
in  children's  practice. 
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Iodide  ^ffrMi.-*Iodme  acts  in  a  itinialaat  vay  vpon 
Ae  aeoraloty  fonetiona,  iHubl  iron  obatnusta.  Iodide) 
of  iron  I  have  obteired  to  act  aimply  as  a  ni«rtial 
vemedy. 

As  to  mUk8immHe9f  duldran  of  tender  a^e  do  not 
flolBar  from  the  tqM'Worm,  whidi  in  all  ny  piaot^  I 
tearody  haTO  enoonntered  before  the  eighth  year,  even 
tbie  being  a  lare  oaee.  I  have  not  to  speak,  therefiwe, 
of  tho  male  fern,  or  of  the  pom^gtnnato  root,  b«t  to 
mention  only  those  racediea  which  have  appeani  to 
me  the  best  against  the  asoatia  Termicnlafis,  and  asean^ 
Imnbriooides. 

The  ucmrU  vermkuiuru  (maw-wonn)  dwells  in  the 
fleetom  and  the  lower  part  of  the  Issga  intestiMS« 
crowded  in  great  nnmbers,  most  freqiunily  proper  to 
horfaney  and  tender  childhood.  The  ramedisB  employed 
to  lemore  them  an  almost  in  all  oonntries  thasaasi} 
I  will  mention  to  yon,  however,  ii^eotions  of  an  inlnsion 
of  red  onion,  mixed  with  some  drops,  or  half  a  grain*  of 
extract  of  aioea. 

A$emit  iumMeoidet  is  the  worm  that  cansea  impHmt 
and  sometimes  severo  distnrbanoes  from  the  seoond 
year  of  age,  its  abode  being  the  small  intestine^  and 
aomeUmes  the  stomach.  I  can  recommend  to  you  ihe 
IbUowing  powder,  which  I  have  fonnd  moat  effidenft  in 
the  complaint  in  question  :— 

R.  Fttlv.  Sem.  Santonici, 

•    „        „     Titnaceti  utrq.,  drv  ss. 
„    Rhei,  gr.  xij. 
„    Jalapse,  gr.  viij. 
Sacch.  Alb.,  scr.  It. 

F.  puW.,  to  be  divided  into  six  or  twdve  powders, 
aooonUng  to  the  age  of  the  diild.  From  two  to  throe 
powden  every  day. 

If  we  are  not  mistaken  in  the  diagnosis,  altera  course 
of  four  or  five  days  with  these  powders  the  worms  will 
oome  ont;  if  we  have  been  mistaken,  which  easily 
happens  with  this  complaint,  the  above  powden,  united 
with  a  strong  reduction  of  farinaoeous  food,  at  least 
win  have  exerted  good  effects  upon  that  condition  of  the 
abdomen  which  resembled  helmintliiaais* 

Meroory  is  less  efficient  as  an  anthelmintic  than  tike. 
a]>ove  remedy,  and  should  never  be  given  repeated^,, 
nnlem  there  is  clear  and  spedal  reason  for  its  use.  If 
tiie  constitution  of  the  child,  however,  is  strong,  and 
you  wish  to  increase  the  force  of  the  medicine  by  the 
addition  of  calomd^  then  I  advise  you  to  do  this  oidy 
after  you  have  given,  during  three  or  four  days,  the 
former  powders,. and  to  aooomplish  tiien  the  trial  or 
cure  by  adding  to  the  three  or  four  last  doses  two  or 
three  grains  of  calomel  to  each. 

Bxtemal  rewtedim, — ^The  particular  indications,  mode 
of  application,  and  effects  of  fomentations  and  poultices, 
offer  no  salient  points  in  childron's  practioe.  Baths, 
iqjeotions,  and  spongnag  are  too  generally  known  to 
requin  any  comment. 

Though  hydropathy,  as  a  general  system  of  therapeu- 
tics, is  but  an  extravagance  of  the  human  mhid,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  rome  of  its  means  and  modes  of  treatment,  in 
some  cases,  are  good,  and  worthy  of  your  confidence. 


Above  all  I  must  bring  under  your  notioe  the  ioeml 
cold  wrt^pbiti,  after  the  method  of  Prieasnitx,  at 
OnUbnbergi  it  oonosts  in  doping  a  proportional  pseea 
of  linen  into  cold  water,  which,  after  being  sqneeaed 
out,  you  put  over  or  around  the  aActed  part,  then  yoa 
cover  this  csrefolly  with  another  (much  larger)  drj 
doth,  so  as  to  prevent  the  aooesaon  of  sir,  sa  well  as 
evaporation.  After  a  couple  of  hours,  or  more,  when 
yen  sniipoas  or  find  that  all  has  become  dry  and  hot 
again,  and  that  the  iqpplication  appears  beneficial  by  itn 
effiscts,  you  repeat  the  same  as  many  timss  asneoeasary^ 
even  during  weeka  and  months. 

The  effect  of  this  application  is,  to  subtract  at  first 
the  superebundsnt  caloric,  and  snbaequently,  when  the 
linen  has  become  warm,  to  serve  as  a  local  bath,  and 
promote  local  perspiration  on  the  affiMsted  part.  The 
principal  indication  therefore  is,  intense  dry  heat 
of  the  affected  part.  Abaoesses  do  not  allow  its  nse» 
In  articular  rheumatism  and  chrome  inflammation  ot 
the  jointe  I  have  foUnd  it  highly  beneficial  in  children's- 
practioe. 

With  regard  to  cold  tpongmg  of  ike  bodj^,  I  forgot 
before  to  mention  to  you  that  my  experience  i» 
decidedly  in  forour  pf  it,  whenever,  during  the  oounn 
of  a  fever,  a  long-persisting,  tense,  dry,  hot  skin». 
with  great  restlessness,  is  before  you.  Scarlatina^ 
noted  by  theee  symptaass,  for  from  exdoding  its  use,, 
finds  in  general  in  cokl  sponging,  sn  incomparable 
assistance.  It  sooths  the  system  and  promotes  per* 
qpiration.  In  typhus,  I  firequenUy  mix  the  cold  water 
to  be  used,  with  one  fourth  part  of  diluted  muriatic  add. 
Connterindications  are  the  inflammations  of  the  oigann> 
^of  the  chest. 

BUsten  tmd  $mcg^itm$  are  deddedly  mischievous- 
with  young  infonte  from  about  one  to  six  weeks  old,  im 
particular  with  a  very  ddicato  skin.  Febrile  excite- 
ment will  ensue  or  increase  by  their  use. 

If  the  case  shows  no  symptoms  of  fever,  and  that  the 
one  or  the  other  of  those  applications  are  indicated,  tho 
essential  condition  will  be  to  weaken  them,  mixing  th» 
first  with  a  quantity  of  diadiylon,  the  aecond  with 
linseed  powder,  proportionally  to  the  age.  For  a  child 
about  three  months  old  I  never  add  kes  than  five  parts 
of  diachylon  to  one  part  of  cantharides  blister.  Tim 
same  proportion  is  to  be  maintained  in  diluting  tim 
mustard  poultices  with  linseed.  I  have  seen  ensue 
dangerous  irritations  of  the  bladder  after  strong  and 
large  blisters. 

In  these  lectures  I  have  not  mentioned  all  remedies 
of  which  I  have  ever  made  use,  but  all  those  indeed^ 
which  I  regard  as  importent,  as  necessary  or  useftil^ 
and  safe  in  children's  practice. 


P^e  are  requested  to  make  the  following  oorrigendn 
in  the  first  part  of  this  lecture  inserted  in  our  last 
number: — ^Page  257,  col.  1,  twenty-one  Unea  firom  tho 
bottom,  for  "eight  ounces  of  water,"  read  ^Ukree^ 
otmee§ ;"  col.  2,  second  line  from  the  top,  for  **  chlorods 
ansmia,"  read  "  ehUnrotie  amtemiai"  page  2S8,  ool.  2» 
sixteen  lines  from  the  bottom,  for  <'aa  we  perform  them 
in  Ftatii,"  read  **  as  I  Juno  perfirmed  them  in  Pesth.]  ; 
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NOTE  S 

Ml  Twm 

TREATMENT  OF  OUBABLE  DISEASES.* 
By    W.   S,   OKE,    MJ)., 

Muful  BmUk Smdt  h/kmrny,^, 

Tbi8  iMqper,  ezoeptiiig  the  oauM  of  obstraetioii  ftmn 
inflanmiAtioD,  was  read  before  tib  SoothaaBptim  Mediea]^ 
Society,  April  BOk,  18S2. 

Obitmuction  of  tbb  Intkstinal  Tubs. 
Inteetinal  obetniotioo,  whether  conaiderad  aa  to  the 
frequncy  of  ita  occnmnoe,  the  aeyeritj  of  ita  ayan^- 
toma,  the  peril  in  which  it  at  once  invdvea  Uie  itaeli; 
or  the  anxiety  felt  for  ita  reanlt,  ia  perhapa  one  of  the 
moat  intereating  aabjects  in  pathology. 
It  may  be  eanaad— 

lat.      By  inflammation. 
2ndly.  By  spaamodic  action. 
3rdly.  By  over-diatenrion. 
4tfaly.  By  incaroeration. 
5thly.  By  impaamble  bodies. 
6thfy.  By  organic  diaease.t 


I.^~Ji|/iflmBMlllOII« 

Obstruction  of  the  intestinal  canal  may  be  caosed  by 
inflammation,  when  either  ita  peritoneal  or  mnscnlar 
coat  is  involyed,  as  in  both  cases  the  vermicular  action 
must  often  be  arrested —first,  probably  by  the  congested 
condition  of  the  part  involred ;  and,  secondly,  by  the 
deposition  of  fibrinous  lymph.  An  inflamed  state  of 
the  mucous  coat  is  not  so  apt  to  involve  the  muscuUur 
and  arrest  the  peristaltic  action,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to 
increaae  it,  and  produce  mucous  diarrhoea. 

Hie  exciting  causes  of  idiopathic  enteritis  are  damp 
and  cold,  intemperance,  constipation,  acrid  secretions, 
&c;  and  the  predisposition  to  this  disease  is  greatly 
increa^  by  functional  disorder  of  the  liver,  either 
exposing  the  alimentary  canal  to  the  effect  of  acrid 
secretions,  or  interrupting  the  hepatic  circulation,  so  aa 
'  to  produce  a  congested  state  of  the  portal  veins,  ai^ 
consequently  of  the  intestinal  capillariea.  The  part  pf  f  ^> 
the  canal  most  liable  to  inflammation  is  the  termination 
of  the  ileum,  whidi  is  situated  in  the  right  iliac  region. 
The  following  is  a  sketch  of  the  symptbms :— Severe 
griping  pain,  which  is  constant,  although  it  may  vary 
in  degree,  and  the  pain  may  be  acute  also  if  the  peri- 
toneal coat  be  much  involved.  More  or  less  tension 
of  the  abdomen,  which  is  intolerant  of  the  slightest 
pressore.  Constipation  and  vomiting.  Sometimes  also 
there  will  be  a  local  thickening  of  the  parietes  over  the 
teat  of  the  diseaae,  from  the  deposit  of  plastic  lymph 
vpon  the  peritoneum.  The  pyrexia  will  be  of  the 
middle  kind,  tending  to  aathenia ;  the  tongue  furred. 


and  often  somewhat  brown  along  its  centres  and  the 
poke  wttl  be«mall,  hard,  and  120  in  the  minute. 
u'  Sbouhl  tiie  diseaae  be  inadequately  treated  in  iti 
iniaApSent  stsge,  the  obatruction  will  soon  become  man 
complete,  with  an  aggravation  of  all  the  symptoms, 
which  in  co  deBoata  a  stmctore  aa  thatof  the  intestinal 
canal,  is  soon  followed  by  the  loss  of  its  vitality,  indi^ 
Gated  by  cessation  of  pam,  subsidence  of  the  abdominal 
tension,  a  sunken  aapect,  imperceptible  pulse,  and  ^ 
coldness  of  the  extremities.  On  the  other  hand,  tiie 
diseaae  will  often  yield  to  early  and  judicious  treatment* 
^Bkwd  should  be  at  once  taken  from  the  arm,  to  the 
amount  of  twelve  or  fourteen  ounces.  We  are  not  la 
he  dsBsaaded  from  the  use  of  the  lancet  by  the  small- 
neiB  of  the  pulse;  and  if  it  should  rise  after  bleeding, 
and  the  pain  remain  undiminished,  the  venesection 
onght  to  be  repeated.  At  the  same  time,  looking  at 
the  asthenic  tendency  of  the  febrile  action,  caution  wiU 
be  required  not  to  take  away  so  large  a  quantity  of 
blood  as  shall  cripple  the  reparative  power  of  the 
sjTstem ;  and  if  a  second  bleeding  be  deemed  inadmis- 
nflbla,  the  aeat  of  pain  ia  to  be  covered  with  leechea,  and 
their  bites  encouraged  to  bleed  by  hot  stupes  of  scalded 
bran  in  flannel  bags,  which  may  be  kept  afterwards 
applied  as  a  fomentation.  In  thia  stage  medicine  also 
wiU  be  found  of  the  greatest  use  in  removing  the  cause 
of  obstruction.  Five  grains  of  .calomel  and  one  of 
powdered  opium,  in  the  form  of  a  pill,  are  to  be  given 
at  once,  and  at  intervals  of  two  hours  a  pill  containing 
two  grains  of  calomel  and  half  a  grain  of  opium  ia  to 
be  repeated  till  the  pain  and  vomiting  have  subsided* 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  we  may  venture  to  give  two  or 
three  doses  of  either  of  the  following  mild  aperienti 
(1  and  2)  every  four  hours  till  the  bowels  are  actsid 
upon  :— 


t  lis. 


tOi|Md«oh« 


It  hM  ton  addad  lo  inider  tk«  raldcct  a 


1.— R.  Olei  Ridni  Opt. 

Aqn«  Cinnam ; 

AquB  Pluvialis,  sing,  dr.  iij. 

Tincturae  Digitalis,  m.  xv. 

Misturae  Acacis  q.s.  ad  bend  miaceudnm. 
Fiat  hanstus  quartis  horis  snmendus  donee  operarcrit. 
2.— R.  Magnesise  Sulph.,  dr.  iij. 

Tincturae  Digitalis,  m.  xv. 

Syrupi  Zingiberis,  dr.  j. 

Aquae  Menthae  Pip.,  dr.  ix. 
Misce.    Fiat  haustus  eodem  modo  sumendns. 

The  digitalis  is  added  as  a  relaxant;  and  I  have 
known  it  to  conduce  greatly  to  the  eflTect  of  an  aperient. 
But  should  tl^ese  medicines  be  rejected  after  two  or 
three  doses  they  must  be  discontinued,  and  the  calomel 
pill  (3)  steadily  persisted  in  till  the  bowds  are  relieved. 
If  ptyalism  be  produced,  success  will  be  almoat  certain* 

3.— R.  Hydrarg.  Chloridi.,  gr.  ij. 
Pulv.  Opii.,  gr.  l-6th. 
Confect.  Rose.,  q.s. 
Misce.    Fiat  Pilula  secund^  quilque  horfi  snmendit. 


CSoie. — A  gentleman's  son,  five  years  of  age,  was 
seized  with  severe  enteritis,  accompanied  with  constipa- 
tion and  vomiting.  Bleeding  with  leechea,  aperients, 
injections,  and  the  warm  bath,  having  been  adopted 
without  effecting  any  movement    from  the   bowela* 
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Calomel  was  persisted  in  at  short  intervals,  with  a  view 
to  set  up  a  mercnrialism  in  the  system.  In  abont 
twenty -four  hours  ptyalism  happily  toolc  place,  when 
tiie  obstruction  yielded,  and  the  boy  rapidly  reoorered. 

ll,'-^8pa9modie  Action. 

In  this  case  it  would  appear  that  there  must  be  an 
excess  of  one  of  the  forces  of  the  vermicular  action,  for 
if  the  drcxilar  and  longitudinal  fibres  were  equally 
invohed,  the  result  would  be,  increased  propulsion* 
and  not  obstruction;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  when 
the  nice  balance  between  these  forces  is  disturbed,  and 
one  of  them  is  in  excess,  then  the  vermicular  action 
most  be  arrested,  and  obstruction  be  the  result. 

Amongst  the  causes  of  this  kind  of  obstruction  are, 
saturnine  poison,  crude  indigestible  food,  such  as  shell 
£flh,  uncooked  food,  acrid  secretions,  &c. 

The  severity  of  the  spasm  will  depend,  in  great 
measure,  upon  the  degree  of  disproportion  which  exists 
between  the  two  forces  of  the  vermicular  action,  and 
the  saturnine  poison  appears  to  be  capable  of  producing 
this  disproportion  in  the  greatest  degree. 

The  symptoms  are,  vehement  paroxysms  of  twisting 
pain  about  the  umbilicus,  obstinate  constipation,  vomit- 
ing of  a  green  bilious  fluid,  and  retraction  of  the 
abdomen  towards  the  spine.  The  patient  is  often 
found  in  a  bent  position,  pressing  the  seat  of  pain  with 
his  hands,  to  mitigate  its  severity.  The  tongue  is  not 
much  furred,  the  temperature  of  the  skin  normal,  and 
the  pulse  is  generally  under  100  in  the  minute. 

Painters  are  frequently  suffering  from  this  kind  of 
obstruction,  from  their  being  constantly  employed  in 
the  use  of  the  carbonate  of  lead;  hence  it  has  been 
called  ^'colica  pictonum.'^ 

This  disease,  so  long  as  it  does  not  exceed  the  limit 
of  spasmodic  action,  generally  terminates  favourably  ; 
but  if  it  should  have  assumed  the  character  of  inflam- 
mation, then  the  prognosis  will  be  governed  by  such 
an  aggravation. 

The  indications  of  cure  arc : — 1st,  to  relax  spasm ; 
2nd,  to  restore  the  normal  peristaltic  action.  The  first 
will  best  be  fulfilled  by  a  full  bleeding,  opium,  and  the 
warm  bath.  The  second  by  purgatives.  Fourteen  or 
jdzteen  ounces  of  blood  should  be  immediately  taken 
from  the  system,  followed  by  a  pill,  containing  two 
grains  of  opium,  and,  if  the  continuance  of  the  spasm 
render  it  necessary,  one  grain  is  to  be  repeated  every 
three  or  four  hours.  This  treatment  will  usually  succeed 
in  subduing  the  pain  and  vomiting,  and  sometimes  act 
as  an  aperient  also;  but  if  it  should  fail  of  the  latter 
eiSfect,  the  pill  (1)  is  to  be  taken  every  hour  till  the 
bowels  are  acted  upon  :— 

1.— R.  Hydrargyri  Chloridi,  gr.  j. 
•  Extr.  Coloc.  Comp.,  gr,  iv. 

Olei  Caryoph.  q.  s. 

Hftiace  fiat  pilola  omni  horft  sumenda  donee  operarerit. 

The  warm  bath  may  be  used  at  this  period-4he 
temperature  100^  and  the  patient  be  immersed  twenty 
minutes,  taking  care  that  the  temperature  be  not 
diminished. 

Sometimes  the  symptoms  of  saturnine  coHc  are  met 


with  in  persons  not  emplo3r6d  in  the  nae  of  lead.  In 
such  a  ease  the  gums  are  to  be  inspected,  and  if  thoca 
be  a  blue  line  along  th^  uargfai,  we  may  be  sura  that 
the  patient  has  been  in  lome  way  or  another  exposed 
to  the  deleterious  influence  of  this  poison ;  and  should 
he  have  no  recollection  of  being  so  exposed,  then  the 
water  he  is  in  the  habit  of  driakmg  and  «siiig  Ida 
cufinary  purposes,  is  to  be  examined  by  proper  chemirsi 
tests ;  for,  however  bright  and  tasteless  it  may  be,  if  it 
contain  a  free  aeid,  and  be  kept  in  leaden  trovglis,  or 
conducted  through  leaden  pipes,  it  will  decompose  the 
lead,  hold  it  in  solution,  and  become  a  saturnine  poison. 
It  is  the  free  carbonic  acid— which,  in  liact,  makes  the 
water  wholesome,  sjllricling,  and  refreshing — ^that  acts 
upoti  the  lead ;  and  this  quality  of  water  is  found  not 
only  in  various  districts  of  Great  Britain,  but  of  every 
other  country ;  and  if  penons  residing  in  such  districto, 
not  having  made  themselves  acquainted  with  this  fiMC, 
reserve  such  water  in  leaden  tanks,  or  conduct  it  throogk 
leaden  pipes,  they  have  to  blame  only  themselves  for 
having  converted  a  wholesome  and  ddightful  beverage 
into  one  that  is  deleterious.  I  have  myself  seen,  in 
several  districts  of  Hampshire,  the  deleterioiis  effacts  of 
lead  held  in  solution  in  super^carburetted  water,  wfaiok 
appeared  to  be,  and  of  itself  was,  of  the  finest  qnality. 
A  gentleman,  resident  in  one  of  those  districts,  waa 
displeased  with  my  opinion,  that  the  water  in  his  well 
was  impregnated  with  lead,  (although  it  was  manifest 
one  of  his  family  had  been  long  suffering  fh>B  -it,) 
because,  forsooth,  many  in  his  neighbourhood  were  la 
the  habit  of  resorting  to  his  far-famed  spring,  from,  as  he 
supposed,  its  superior  purity.  A  fiurmer,  who  lived  in 
the  middle  of  the  New  Forest,  consulted  me  a  fern 
years  ago  for  severe  colic  and  constipation,  and  as 
several  of  his  relatives  from  time  to  time  had  been 
attacked  with  the  same  disease,  and  eventually  had 
fallen  victims  to  it,  it  was  supposed  to  be  hereditary. 
Suspecting  that  they  had  been  exposed  to  the  deleteriou 
effects  of  lead,  I  tested  the  pump- water  used  by  his 
family,  and  found  it  holding  a  large  quantity  of  the 
carbonate  of  lead  in  solution.  This  at  once  indicated 
the  cause  of  the  disease,  and  the  means  of  preventing 
its  recurrence. 

Some  practitioners  have  called  in  question  the  ordinary- 
tests  of  lead-water,  asserting  that  neither  biehroaaale 
of  potass  nor  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  can  be  relied 
upon;  but  when  a  patient  is  suffering  from  the  symptoms 
of  colic,  when  the  margin  of  his  g^ms  show  the  blee 
line,  and  when  the  water  he  has  been  accustomed  to 
drink  is  shown,  by  either  of  the  above  tests,  to  contain 
the  solution  of  lead,  there  cannot  surely  be  any  rea- 
sonable doubt  as  to  the  cause  of  the  disease^  or  the 
efficacy  of  the  test. 

The  blue  line  along  the  margin  of  the  gums  was  first 
noticed  by  Dr.  Burton,  and  a  most  valuable  disooveiy 
it  is,  not  only  on  account  of  the  accuracy  of  its  diagnosis, 
but  because  it  i^peazs  to  give  early  information  of  the 
carbonate  of  lead  being  absorbed  into  the  system.  I 
could  adduce  numerous  instances  in  my  own  practice, 
to  show  its  diagnostic  value,  but  two  brief  examples 
wiU  snflloe :— 
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In  tlie  sonuner  of  kst  year  I  wat  requested  to  visit  a 
small  teadeaman,  reaiding  in  the  eoontryt  who  was 
aaffiffiDg  aererely  ftom  intestinal  obstruction.  As  the 
attack  could  not  be  aocounted  for  by  any  ordinary 
ea&tiat;  CBDie,  the  guma  were  iiispectell»  and  »  well- 
matksd  blue  line  was  observed  along  their  margin.  As 
he  had  not  been  in  any  way  meddling  with  paint,  the 
water  he  was  in  the  habit  of  drinking  was  examined  by 
the  bichromate  of  potass-tsst,  and  it  was  found  to  be 
Jngeiy  impregnated  with  the  carbonate  of  lead.  Under 
a  modified  degree  of  the  above  treatment  he  recovered, 
and  by  avoiding  the  saturnine  causes,  the  disease  will 
probably  never  return. 

The  followikig  esse  is  one  of  the  secondary  eibcts  of 
lead,  and  I  shall  mention  it  in  this  place,  as  it  ahowed 
fke  blue  line  in  a  very  remarkable  manner : — I  was 
requested  to  visit  a  publican  and  his  wife,  residing  near 
^  Ottcrbome,  in  Hampshire.  The  woman  had  been  long 
onwUnfd  to  her  bed,  from  paralysis  of  the  lower  limlis. 
Tht  husband  could  manage  to  walk  about  the  house,  as 
his  loss  of  power  was  chiefly  in  the  upper  extremities. 
On  inspecting  his  gums  there  was  not  only  a  distinct 
Une  line  along  their  mtxffa,  but  also  a  corresponding 
bhie  line,  as  deep  aa  indigo,  upon  that  part  of  the 
membrane  of  the  cheek  which  came  in  contact  with  the 
line  upon  the  gums. 

It  is  almost  needless  to  add,  that  the  water,  which 
they  had  been  aooostomed  to  drink,  and  which  was 
conveyed  through  a  leaden  pipe  from  a  well  at  some 
little  distsnoe^  was  found  to  be  saturated  with  the 
aatwnine  salt. 

'When,  from  other  exciting  causes,  there  is  produced 
a  less  amount  of  disproportion  in  the  vermiculsr  fiorces, 
although  enough  to  obstruct  the.  bowel,  there  is  a 
maidfiBSt  differenoe  in  many  of  the  symptoms.  Instead 
of  a  retraction,  there  may  be  a  fulness  of  the  abdomen. 
The  pain  is  more  of  a  persistent,  aching  character,  than 
ntnming  in  vehement  paroxysms;  and  there  is  less 
vomiting,  indeed  sometimes  there  is  none  at  all. 

The  curative  indioation  in  this  case  is  much  the  same 
sa  in  the  ]ast,^viz.,  to  subdue  the  action  in  excws, 
and  to  restore  the  normal  vermicular  function  of  the 
inteotine.  If  purgatives  have  failed,  they  ought  not  to 
he  persisted  in,  as  they  will  rather  increase  the  spasmodic, 
aetioa  than  remove  the  obstruction.  Blood  phould  be 
taken  firom  the  aystem,  and  by  leeches  from  the  epi- 
thdium  of  the  rectum.  Opium  and  calomel  are  to  be 
given  in  such  doses,  and  at  such  intervals,  as  the  degree 
of  pain  may  require ;  and  this  kind  of  colic  will  generally 
he  governed  by  more  moderate  doses  of  opium  than 
those  prescribed  for  the  *'  coUca  pictonum."  It  will  be 
soffieient  to  commence  with  one  grain  of  opium,  and 
three  of  calomel,  and  this  dose  may  be  repeated  in  an 
hour,  if  it  should  have  given  no  relief,  alter  which  it 
may  sui&ce  to  give  two  grains  of  calomel,  and  half  a 
grain  of  opium,  every  two  or  three  hours,  till  the  pain 
has  ceased.  In  this  case,  also,  these  means  will  some- 
times act  as  a  purgative,  as  the  following  case  will 
show:— 

.  A  man,  of  middle  age,  and  married,  who  had  lived  in 
the  capacity  of  a  groom  in  Hertfordshire,  came  to 


Soutiiampton,  and  took  a  beershop  in  one  of  its  p}osfi> 
streets.  He  soon  became  ill  from  a  disorder  of  the 
h^tic  function,  which  resulted  in  intestinal  obstruction^ 
The  medical  gentleman  in  attendance  had  given  him. 
purgatives  of  different  kinds,  with  calomel  and  opium, 
but  without  any  effect  iq^n  the  bowels.  As  he  had 
been  constipated  for  some  days,  I  was  requested  to  see 
the  case  in  consultation.  There  was  severe  pain  of  the 
abdomen  below  the  umbilicus,  which  was  somewhat 
full,  and  duU  under  percussion ;  there  was  not  much 
vomiting;  his  tongue  was  furred;  his  urine  high- 
coloured ;  his  pulse  not  much  above  the  normal  number  ; 
and  his  aspect  good.  I  advised  that  fourteen  ounces  of 
blood  should  be  taken  from  the  arm,  and  that  one 
grain  of  calomel,  and  half  a  gram  of  opium,  should  be 
steadily  perdsted  in  every  two  hours,  without  anj 
purgative ;  the  fbUowing  morning  I  found  that  he  had 
passed  a  quiet  night,  but  had  had  no  stool.  The  blood 
was  not  buffed.  The  pills  were  ordered  to  be  persisted 
in  every  three  hours.  Early  the  next  day  he  had  a 
copious  discharge  from  his  bowels,  of  a  bilious  character, 
and  he  was  speedily  convalescent. 

If,  however,  the  bowels  should  remaii^  inactive,  they 
may  be  gently  solicited ;  and  it  will  be  fisr  better  to  do 
this  by  emollient  glysters  than  by  purgative  medicines, 
as  by  the  latter  there  will  be  the  risk  of  bringing  back 
the  vomiting,  and  aggravating  the  spasmodic  pain. 

CoM.-^A  gentleman,  from  having  been  studiously 
occupied  in  a  warm  close  room,  became  bilious,  costive, 
and  low-spirited.  These  symptoms  resulted  in  pain 
and  obstruction  of  the  bowels  ;  the  pain  was  of  a  severe 
aching  character,  situated  below  the  navel,  and  this 
part  of  the  abdomen  was  fuU,  but  not  tender  under 
pressure.  There  was  no  vomiting  nor  febrile  dis^ 
turbance  to  any  amount.  The  tongue  was  furred,  and 
the  urine  high  coloured ;  various  purgatives  were  taken 
at  intervals,  without  the  slightest  effect,  and  he  was 
bled  from  the  arm  to  fourteen  ounces,  and  afterwards 
every  effort  was  made,  both  internally  and  externally, 
to  bring  him  under  the  salivary  action  of  mercury,  but 
in  vain.  Drastic  purgatives  were  next  tried,  and  were 
kept  down,  but  instead  of  ac^ng  upon  the  bqwels  they 
greatly  aggravated  the  pain.  Leeches  also  were  applied 
to  the  epithelium  of  the  rectum.  As  all  these  remedies 
afforded  him  no  relief,  and  as  he  had  been  constipated 
several  days,  he  resolved,  as  a  last  resource,  to  give 
himself,  every  three  hours,  a  glyster  of  (he  muriate  of 
soda,  olive  oil,  and  grud,  with  Raid's  syringe.  This 
treatment  he  continued  till  his  strength  was  almost 
exhausted,  when  he  had  the  satisfiuition  to  feel  the 
obstruction  give  way.  The  fsecal  discharge  was  partly 
day-coloured,  and  partly  black,  accompanied  with  a 
quantity  of  venous  blood,  the  result  probably  of  a 
congested  condition  of  the  mucous  coat  of  the  lintestine. 
Evacuations  of  a  dark  colour,  mixed  with  blood,  wcve 
frequently  passed  for  several  days,  when  the  secretions 
improved,  and  he  slowly  recovered. 

Disorders  of  the  hepatic  function,  as  in  the  two  last 
cases,  are  often  the  predisposing  cause  of  this  kind  of 
intestinal  obstruction  also;  and  when  overcome,  the 
fsecal  discharges  are  sometimes  observed  to  be  of  the 
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ODloiir  of  tar ;  bvt  this  appcannoe  does  not  lepreaeQt 
lAut  has  been  termed  mdaeiuu  Hie  dtfferenee  is  tids, 
ttAt  in  the  former  the  base  of  the  colour  is  bile,  in  the 
latter  61ood. 

Diiiiog  the  period  of  convsJeieeace  it  is  of  gnat 
importance  to  make  choice  of  mild  nniiritating  aperients, 
ftYoiding  all  dnstic  purgatiYcs.  The  best  will  probably 
ht  Nos.  1,  2|  3,  or  4. 

I.— ft.  Olei  Ricini  Opt. 

Aqnse  Cinnamonii  ntrq.,  dr.  i|. 
Syrapi  Zingibensy.dr.  j. 
Aquae  Destillatae,  oz.  ss. 
Histnrae  Acadie  q.s.  ad  beni  miscendnm.      Viftt 
ttMstns  mane  pro  re  nat&  somendus. 

2. — R.  Mag.  Snlph.,  dr.  y. 

Tineturae  Hyoscyami,  m.  z. 
Tinctune  Card.  Comp. 
Syrapi  ^ingtberis,  atrq.,  dr,  j. 
Polv.  Tragac.  Comp,  scr.  j. 
Aque  Anethi.  ad.,  oz.  ise.  '* 

Misce.    Fiathaostos. 

3. — R.  Pilule  Hydrarg.,  gr.  iij. 

Extracti  JalapR  Aquos,  gr.  !▼. 
DiYide  in  pil.  ij.  omni  altemft  nocte  snmendas.    . .  ^ 

i.-^R.  Hydrargyri  cum  Cretft,  gr.  iij. 
Polv.  Rad.  Rhei.,  gr.  ▼. 
Syr.  q.s.    Misce  et  divide  in  pilolas  doaa-pro  re  natft 
fvmendas. 

But  when  the  obstruction  has  been  caused  by  the 
poison  of  lead,  the  dilute  sulphuric  acid  is  to  be  com- 
bined with  the  aperient,  as  recommended  by  Lid>ig, 
with  the  view  of  converting  the  soluble  salt  of  lead,  that  is 
acting  as  a  poison  in  the  system,  into  the  sulphate, 
which  is  insoluble,  and  therefore  harmless.  I  have 
found  No.  5  very  beneficial  in  patients  suflfering  from 
the  secondary  effects  of  saturnine  poison. 

5.-^R.  Magnesise  Sulph.,  oz.  ss. 
Addi.  Sulph.  Dil.,  dr.  j. 
Syrupi  Zingiberis 
linct.  Cinnamoni  Co.,  utrq.,  oz.  ss. 
Tinct.  Hyoecyami,  dr.  j. 
Aquse  Pimento,  os.  iv« 
Misce  cap.  quartam  partem,  omni  mane  et  meridie. 

III. — Overdittamon. 

Obstruction  from  overdistension  maybe  caused  by 
durge  evolutions  of  gas  or  by  faecal  accumulation ;  but 
iflthough  the  former  may  occasionally  obstruct  the 
Bbwel,  per  «e,  by  inflating  it  beyond  Hie  power  of 
eontraction,  such  inflations  are  mors  commonly  the 
effect  rather  than  the  cause  of  the  obstruction,  as  will 
be  hereafter  shown  under  another  head;  the  latter, 
tfierefore,  will  be  principally  considered  in  this  place. 

Obstruction,  occasioned  by  faecal  accumulation  geoe- 
lally  occurs  in  some  part  of  the  large  bowel,  and  it  is 
probably  produced  in  this  manner.  The  patient,  'from 
eedentary  habits  and  a  torpid  state  of  the  hepatic 
Jbnction,  becomes  costive,  and  every  day  or  every  otiier 
day  has  a  dry  insufficient  stool.  This  goes  on  for 
aome  time  *,  but  as  he  is  free  from  pain,  does  not  feel  ill, 
and  has  his  usual  appetite,  he  takes  no  particular  notice 
of  this  state  of  his  bowels,  and  does  not  deem  it  neces- 
avy  to  have  recourse  to  any  aperient,  tOl  at  length, 


from  tlie  gradoal'  aoonas^lation  of  the  fteees  m  tfaa 
ookm,  he  can  pass  no  stool  at  aB,  and  is  ; 
pain,  vomiting,  and  sil  the  aympfcoms  of 
obstruction. 

The  diagnosis  in  this  ^case  wiU  become  saffidattly 
pUin  from  its  history;  and  by  traeing  carefully  tha 
oodrse  of  the  large  bowel  frvmtiie  reotum  to  the  cosoimi 
caput  coli,  we  shall  ni«ly  Ihii  to  deteet  at  what  part  of 
the  canal  the  acenmnlation  has  taken  place,  where  then 
will  be  fulness,  tenderness,  and  didness  under  pcrcuaskm ; 
but  sometimes,  doubtiesi,  the  diagnosis  may  be  in  soma 
measure  obscured  by  the  inflation  of  tiie  bowd. 

Hie  treatment  of  ititestinal  obatmction  from  tfaia 
cause  has  to  be  conducted  upon  principles  diieetiy 
opposite  to  those  indkated  in  the  former.  There  the 
indication  was  to  relax  spasmodic  action.  Here  it  ia 
to  excite  the  action  of  the  bowd.  ■ 

.  When  we  have,  by  a  careful  examination  of  tbe 
symptoms,  put  ourselves  in  possession  of  the  true  natare 
of  the  case,  it  will  be  at  first  6r  better  to  endeavour  to 
act  upon  the  bowel  through  the  rectum  than  the 
oesophagus.  A  good-sized,  smooth,  elastic  tube,  and 
wiell  oiled,  is  to  be  gently  carried  up  into  the  sigmoid 
flexure,  as  recommended  by  O'Beim,  and  through  it  a' 
copious  enema  of  yellow  soap  and  water,  is  to  be 
pumped  into  the  colon,  when  the  tube  is  to  be  with* 
drawn.  It  is  necessary  to  use  a  full-sized  tube,  with  a 
smooth  bulbous  end,  which  I  would  advise  every 
genend  practitioner  to  keep  ready  for  auch  a  purpose. 
It  will  pass  up  the  winding  curve  of  the  canal  much' 
more  readily  than  a  small^one,  and  be  less  likely  to  per- 
forate or  damage  the  bowel. 

I  have  seen  many  instances  of  the  soooess  of  tfaia 
ptmctice,  of  which  I  will  briefly  relate  one.  A  few 
years  ago  I  was  requested  to  visit  the  proprietor  of  a 
yacht,  in  Cowes'  Roads,  who  was  suffering  tmok 
obstructed  bowels.  He  was  of  middle  age,  and  had' 
been  living  incautiously.  Mr.  Davids,  the  medical 
gentleman  in  attendance,  had  adopted  many  jndicioas 
remedies  for  his  patient  but  without  the  desired  eflect. 
There  was  aching  pain  of  the  bowels  and  vomiting,  and 
no  stool  had  passed  for  two  or  three  days.  The  abdo- 
men was  full,  dull  by  percussion,  and  tender  under 
deep  pressure;  but  there  was  not  muoh  distubanoe  of 
•the  system.  In  consultation  it  was  decided  to  tiirow- 
up  a  copious  enema  into  the  sigmoid  flexure  by  means 
of  a  long  tube.  Fortunately  he  possessed  a  capital  one, 
which  passed  tip  lidmirably  and  conducted  the  glyater 
into  the  gut.  The  remedy  was  crowned  with  suooeai, 
and  the  patient  recovered.  Sometimes  our  proceedings 
are  stopped  in  Ihmiu  by  the  rectum  being  stuffed  witii 
hard  masses  of  faecal  matter.  If  so,  they  must  be  re- 
moved by  some  convenient  instrument,  till  room  be 
made  for  the  tube  to  pass.  A  few  hours  after  the  colon 
has  been  injected  in  the  manner  above  recommended,  a 
purgative  is  to  be  given,  and  its  kind  must  be  governed 
by  circumstances.  If  there  is  reason  to  think  that  the 
obstruction  has  been  washed  away,  it  will  be  sufficient  to 
-  give  four  grains  of  the  watery  extract  of  aloes  and 
three  of  calomel,  in  two  piDs  every  font  Jwurs,  till  they 
act;  if  not,  the  croton  oil  will  be  the  best  pugatiTey 
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«l  which  one  or  two  drops  may  be  gt?ea  in  sogir  or 
hooiBj  e^ery  two  hours.  If  these  means  should  fail  to 
restore  the  action  of  the  boweVi,  electricity  and  the 
sodden  application  of  yery  cold  water  to  the  sorfaoe  of 
file  abdomen  have  been  recommended.  Of  the  former 
I  cannot  adduce  any  evidence  from  my  own  experience, 
although  it  would  appear  to  be  a  meet  valuable  remedy. 
The  latter  I  have  known  to  succeed. 

H.  R.,  a  laundress  in  a  gentleman's  family,  and  un- 
married, who  had  long  been  affected  with  valvular  disease 
;0f  the  heart,  was  attacked  in^Angust,  1850,  with  sub* 
acute  peritonitis,  which  was  subdued  by  suitable  remediea 
sod  by  a  very  profuse  hiemorihage  from  the  nose.  On 
the  nth  of  September  she  was  seized  with  severe  pain  of 
the  abdomen  accompanied  with  constipation  a;dd  Tomit* 
iilg.  As  the  symptoms  were  urgent,  I  was  requested  to 
meet  her  medical  attendant  from  Christchurch,  in  con- 
sultation. I  found  her  suffering  severe  pain  on  the  left 
aide  of  the  abdomenj  a  little  below  the  line  of  the  um- 
biUcns,  w^ere  there  was  a  fulness,  painfnl  under  pressmre* 
She  was  frequently  sick,  and  the  bowds  stiU  were  ob* 
stmcted.  Her  monthly  secretion  was  present.  There  waa 
no  fever.  It  was  agreed  that  two  grains  of  calomel  and 
half  a  grain  of  opium  should  be  given  every  two  hours, 
that  a  glyster  (composed  of  half  an  ounce  of  the  oil  of 
turpentine,  two  drachms  of  the  tinctnre  of  assafoetida, 
one  ounce  of  castor  oil,  and  one  pint  of  tepid  gruel,} 
should  be  thrown  up  the  rectum  every  four  hours,  and 
that  tax.  leeches  should  be  applied  over  the  seat  of  pain. 
AH  this  was  attentively  done  and  various  other  ex- 
temporaneous means  tried ;  but  although  the  pain  and 
Tomiting  had  considerably  subsided  under  this  treat- 
ment, no  relief  was  obtained  irom  the  bowels,  which 
had  now  been  constipated  five  days.  By  this  tlma 
the  abdomen  had  become  somewhat  inflated,  there 
was  hiccup,  the  pulse  flagged,  and  her  recovery  was 
afanost  despaired  of.  Her  medical  Attendant,  Mr. 
Davies,  supposing  that  the  peristaltic  action  of  the 
bowel  might  be  suspended  by  over  distension,  suddenly 
dropped  upon  the  abdomen  a  towel  saturated  with 
very  cold  water,  twice  following,  and  then  covered 
it  witii  warm  flannel.  At  the  end  of  an  hour  the 
tame  thing  was  repeated.  This  was  succeeded  by 
frequent  discharges  of  wind  from  the  rectum,  when  the 
Inflation  subsided,  and  in  a  Urn  hours  the  canal  was 
copiously  evacuated.  In  this  case  it  is  probable  that 
the  intestine  first  lost  its  vermicular  power  from  faecal 
accumulation,  and  that  it  was  afterwards  still  further 
incapacitated  by  the  pressure  of  gas  evolved  from  it. 
Such  loss  of  power,  the  sudden  application  of  cold  in 
the  aboTe  ingenious  manner,  was  well  calculated  to 
restore,  and  it  appears  to  haye  admirably  succeeded. 

iSouthampton,  April  27,  1852. 

[TbbtooaUiraed] 


f  nmiotisl  yiiMti  k  ^scgital  SosntsL 


WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  9,  1852. 

At  the  approadung  Anmrersary  Meeting  to 
be  held  at  Oxford,  Dr.  Cowan  has  given  notice 
that  he  shall  propose,  that  in  future  the 
Journal  shall  be.  published  and  edited  in  London, 
tiraekly,  instead  of  once  a  fortnight.  Now,  we 
think  that  so  graye  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of 
conducting  this  organ  of  the  Association,  requires 
a  little  calm  consideration  beforehand,  and  we 
have  therefore  thought  it  right  to  place  the 
matter  before  our  readers  at  once,  together  with 
some  of  the  objections  which  may  be  adduced  to 
such  a  change  of  plan.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  a  weekly  journal  is  preferable  in  eyery 
way  to  a  fortnightly  one,  if  the  differenod  of 
cost  can  be  borne  by  the  funds  of  the  Society ; 
but  we  can^e  no  way  of  affording  this  alteration 
unless  by  an  increase  of  subscription,  or  by  the 
sacrifice  of  the  yolume  of  **  Transactions,"  to  both 
of  which  courses  many  of  our  Associates  strongly 
object ;  and  we  are  afraid  that  eyen  Dr.  Cowan's 
eloquence  will  scarcely  convince  his  hearers  of 
the  desirability  of  the  change,  imlees  he  can 
suggest  some  other  mesm  of  effecting  his  object. 
With  regard  to  the  change  of  place  for  the  pub- 
lishing and  editing  the  Jourfutl,  we  may  not  per- 
haps be  considered  disinterested  advocates,  but 
we  have  a  right  to  call  upon  Dr.  Cowak  to 
show  some  advantage  to  be  gained  by  his 
proposition,  and  upon  this  ground  we  are 
ready  to  join  issue,  and  to  maintain  in  the  first 
plaoe,  that  it  cannot  be  brought  out  in  London 
so  cheaply,  if  printed  as  at  Worcester  by  a 
general  printer,  and  certainly  not  so  cheaply  as 
it  might  be  done  in  the  country  if  printed  by 
the  Association  itself,  having  its  own  office,  &c., 
since  rent  and  wages  are  considerably  higher  in 
London  than  in  the  provinces. 

In  a  commercial  point  of  view  then,  we  repeat, 
that  we  are  ready  to  show  that  no  gain,  but 
rather  a  loss,  would  be  sustained  by  the  change. 
Now,  as  to  the  Editorial  department,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  this  journal  is  the  organ  of 
a  Provincial  Association,  and  as  such,  would 
lose  its  distinctive  character  if  conducted  by  a 
metropolitan  Editor.  It  never  has  competed, 
and  never  can  be  made  to  compete,  with  the 
Lancet  or  Medical    Times,  which  are.  purely 
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oommercial  specolftfeioiUt  though,  like  odber 
papen*  only  rennineratiTe  when  in  acoordaace 
with  the  principles  of  thoee  to  whom  they  axe 
addremed.  Besidee,  the  interests  and  wishes  of 
tibe  London  and  proyindal  practitioners  are  often 
at  Taiiance-^as  for  instance,  in  the  case  of  the 
proposed  Incorporation  of  the  C^eral  Fraeti- 
tioners,  which  was  advocated  by  all  the  London 
joomals,  without  an  exception,  and  would 
probably  have  been  canied  *'nemine  contra^ 
dicente"  but  for  the  exertions  made  in  this 
Joomal,  prompted  as  they  were  by  those  inflnen- 
tial  parties  in  tlie  provinces,  who  have  since  so 
triumphantly  proved  the  tmth  of  their  assertions. 
Again,  it  is  quite  manifest  that  the  Journal  can 
only  be  safely. oondncted  in  connection  with  the 
managing  Council  of  the  Association,  and  there- 
fore Dr.  Cowjoir  most  also  advocate  the  removal 
of  that  management  to  London,  as  well  aa 
the  editorial  and  publishing  departments.  We 
strongly  suspect,  however,  that  he  is  scarcely 
prepared  for  this  step,  of  the  necessity  for  which 
he  is  perhaps  not  fully  aware. 

We  have  so  high  a  respect  for  the  opinions  of 
Dr.  CowAF,  that  we  cannot  but  think  he  has 
forgotten  the  original  object  of  a  journal  of  the 
Association.  It  is  quite  true,  that  when  first 
supplied  to  the  members,  it  was  published  in 
London,  but  an  Editorial  article  was  regularly 
forwarded  by  Dr.  Stbeetxh,  advocating  the 
views  of  the  Association,  and  even  then,  though 
only  half  the  size  of  the  present  paper,  the  cost 
to  the  Association,  at  the  rate  which  only  could 
remunerate  the  proprietors,  was  found  to  be  too 
much  for  its  income.  It  was  therefore  deter- 
,  mined  by  the  Association  to  publish  a  journal 
which  should  be  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  for- 
warding the  interests  of  science  in  the  provinces, 
by  giving  insertion  to  the  writings  of  those 
medical  men,  who,  while  engaged  in  the  toils  of 
country  practice,  are  yet  anxious  to  make  known 
the  results  of  their  labours,  although  not  always 
able  to  compete  in  elegance  of  diction  with  their 
London  compeers.  To  many  of  these  writings 
we  could  point  afi  equal  to  anything  which  has 
been  produced  during  the  same  period  of  time, 
and  we  are  assured  that  nothing  but  health  and 
leisure  is  wanted  to  stimulate  others  to  give  up 
the  stores  of  experience  with  which  their  brains 
are  teeming,  and  which  would  be  of  more  real  ser- 
vice than  the  flimsy  effusions  of  those  who  write, 
not  to  teach  others,  but  to  benefit  themselves. 

Such  are  some  of  the  reasons  which  may  be 


given  for  ^^^w^g  to  ihe  present  mode  ef  ooih 
ducting  this  journal,  and  which  should  be  wSk 
considered  prior  to  our  annual  meetiug.  We  do 
not  for  a  moment  contend  that  the  Journal,  in 
its  present  form,  is  not  capable  of  improvement, 
nor  do  we  tn^fntmiw  that  it  cannot  be  pobliahed. 
weekly ;  we  are  ready  to  co-operate  with  Dr.. 
OowAK  in  effecting  any  improvement,  either  in 
the  quantity  or  quality  of  its  composition,  but 
we  must  raise  our  voice  against  its  being  reduced 
to  a  third  or  fourth-rate  London  periodioaU 
instead  of  ranking  as  it  now  does,  tsiuigenerii, 
without  a  rival,  in  its  own  proper  vocation. 


%mtm. 


Leeturm   on  Omk^  Medicine.     By  Dr.  Huohb» 

Bbnicstt.    No.  VI.    Edinburgh:  SatherUnd  uid 

Knox. 
Ws  have  before  had  occasion  to  refer  in  terms 
of  commendation  to  the  pubUshed  clinical  teach-, 
ing  of  Dr.  Hughes  Bennett.  The  present  num- 
ber is  in  every  way  worthy  of  its  predeoeiM*i 
and  in  fact  may  be  taken  as  ik  model  for  bed-side 
instruction. 

The  subjects  commented  upon  are  certam  dis- 
eases of  the  respiratory  organs,  conunencisg 
with  lazyngitb,  and  taking  in  rotation  bronchitis^ 
pneumonia,  pleuritis,  and  phthisis  pulmonalis. 

The  chief  interest-in  the  auUior's  obsemrfaons 
on  laryngitis  are  those  in  which  he  refers  to  the 
topical  treatment  of  the  disease  by  the  actual 
application  of  a  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver 
to  the  interior  of  the  larynx,  the  demonstrationi 
of  which  he  witnessed  at  the  hands  of  I^* 
Horace  Green.  Of  the  value  of  this  treatment 
he  speaks  highly. 

In  illustrating  several  cases  of  pneumonia,  the 
lecturer  particularly  notices  the  difficulties  whieh 
occasionally  occur,  in  the  diagnosis  of  the  disease* 
He  also  gives  the  following  excellent  roles  for 
guidance  in  blood-letting  : — 

"If  you  are  called  to  a  case  at  a  very  eariy 
period,  before  exudation  is  poured  out,  and 
l3efore  dulness— as  its  physical  sign— is  charac- 
terised, but  when,  notwithstanding  there  have 
been  rigors,  embarrassment  of  respiration,  more 
or  less  pain  in  the  side,  and  commencing  crepi- 
tation, then  bleeding  will  often  cut  the  disease 
short.  When,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  pe^ 
feet  dulness  over  the  lung,  increased  vocal  reson- 
ance, and  rusty  sputum,  then  exudation  blocks 
up  the  air-cellsy  and  can  only  be  got  rid  ox  *^ 
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<jiat  exudation  beini:  traxiBfoiteed  into  piu,  and 
•excreted  by  the  natural  passagee.  In  Buch  a 
oaee  bleeding  checks  the  vital  powers  necessary 
for  these  transformations,  and  as  a  general  rule, 
if  the  disease  be  not  fatal,  will  delay  recoyery. 
1  beliere  this  to  be  cause  of  so  much  mortality 
from  pneumonia  in  hospitals,  where  bleeding  is 
largely  praetLsed;  for,  in  general,  individuals 
^ected  do  not  enter  until  the  third  or  fourth 
day,  when  the  lung  is  already  hepatised. — ^p.  249. 

The  author's  commentary  on  the  pathology 
4knd  general  treatment  of  phthisis,  is  particularly 
4Le8erving  of  attention.  He  considers  the  disease 
to  originate  in  an  error  of  primary  digestion, 
leading  to  an  impoverishment  of  blood,  local 
fnilmonary  exudations,  and  thoae  ulterior  changes 
only  too  familiar  to  the  physician  and  pathologist. 
On  this  view  is  founded  the  rational  and  curative 
treatment,  which  the  author  makes  to  consist  :— 
1st,  in  restoring  healthy  nutrition;  2nd,  sub- 
iduing  local  irritation;  3rd,  avoiding  those  cir- 
4»iiinBtancee  iii|ich  deteriorate  the  oonstittttion, 
<ir  induce  pulmonary  disturbance. 

In  dilating  upon  the  first  of  these  indications, 
the  lecturer  adverts  to  the  present  knowledge  of 
the  physiology  of  assimilation,  more  especially  in 
reference  to  the  part  played  in  the  process  by 
the  alkaline  secretions  of  the  pancreas  and 
other  salivary  glands.    He  says : — 

"  The  peculiarity  of  phthisis,  however,  is,  that 
an  excess  of  acidity  exists  in  the  alimentary 
dsajul,  whereby  the  albuminous  constituents  of 
the  food  are  rendered  easily  soluble,  while  the 
Alkaline  secretions  of  the  sdiva  and  of  the  pan- 
:ereas,  are  more  than  neutralised,  and  rendered 
incapable  either  of  transforming  the  carbonaceous 
MXHistituents  of  the  vegetable  food  into  oil,  or  of 
40  preparing  fatty  matters  introduced  into  t^e 
i^stem  as  to  render  them  easily  assimilable.  In 
oonsequence,  more  albuminous  than  fatty  matters 
enter  into  the  blood,  and  the  necessary  waste  of 
structure  is  supplied  by  absorption  of  the  adipose 
issues.  In  the  mean  time  the  lungs  become 
especially  liable  to  local  oonge8tion,y  leading 
to  exudation  of  an  albuminous  kind,  'which  is 
tubercle."— p.  278. 

For  the  adequate  supply  of  the  fatty  principle 
so  requisite,  cod-liver  oil  is  now  well  known  to 
tie  the  most  efficacious  means  in  our  possession, 
jmd  to  Dr.  Bennett  we  are  indebted  for  its  first 
introduction  in  the  treatment  of  phthisis.  We 
liave  here  a  succinct  summary  of  his  later  expe- 
xience,  in  every  respect  confirmatory  of  the 
general  impressions  regarding  its  importance  as 
A  remedy. 


Dr.  Bennett  is  an  advocate  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  Crystal  Palaoe,  (now,  and  we  think 
rightly,  too,  in  process  of  demolition,)  which  he 
thinks  would  have  been  a  valuable  adjuvant  in 
the  prevention  and  treatment  of  phthisis,  by 
oBTering  at  all  times  the  means  of  exercise  and 
recreation  in  a  well-regulated  atmosphere.  En- 
tertaining as  we  do,  however,  the  notion  that 
dimate  has  very  little  influence  on  the  disease, 
seeing  that  it  prevails  among  the  snows  of  Eussia, 
as  well  as  under  the  roasting  sun  of  the  tropics, 
we  cannot  join  him  in  his  anticipations. 

We  hope  often  to  meet  Dr.  Bennett  in  labours 
similar  to  the  present.  His  remarks  always 
bear  the  impress  of  sound  practical  knowledge, 
while  his  great  reputation  as  an  histologist  gives 
an  authority  to  his  microscopical  descriptions, 
which  is  not  inferior  to  that  of  any  of  his  patient 
fellow-labourers  in  the  Continental  schools.  Our 
readers  will  do  well  to  have  these  lectures  for 
ready  reference. 


**The  Belwed  Phyiicim.\*  a  Sermon,  preaehid  in 
the  Parish  Church  of  SL  Martin-in-ihe-Fielde, 
on  Sunday,  March  28M,  1852,  in  aid  qf  the  Funds 
qf  the  Medical  Benevolent  College,  By  the  Rev. 
Hbnrt  Mackbnzie,  M.'A.,  Vicar.  London :  Francis 
and  John  Rivington,  St.  Paol's  Chnrch  Yard,  and 

Waterloo  Place,  1852.    8to. 

• 

Ws  desire  to  direct  the  attention  of  our  readers 
to  this  philosophical  sermon  by  the  vicar  of  St. 
Martin-in-the-Fields,  preached  on  behalf  of  the 
Medical  Benevolent  College,  a  scheme  which 
must  coxnmend  itself  to  the  hearty  support  of 
every  member  of  o\a  preearunu  profession. 

In  thus  acknowledging  our  obligations  to  the 
vicar  for  the  support  he  has  thus  so  ably  given  to 
this— our  great  medical  charity,  we  desire  to 
place  here  on  record,  his  very  graceful  tribute  to 
the  character  of  the  working  members  of  our 
profession. 

"  It  has  now  been  my  lot  for  many  years,  to 
be  much  connected  with  the  poor  of  our  land  in 
very  different  localities.  I  have  seen  them  in 
deep  physical  suffering,  as  well  as  in  spiritual 
destitution  and  temporal  distress;  but  in  aU 
of  these  cases,  I  have  known  none  to  whom  I 
could  turn  more  readily  for  aid  of  any  kind  that 
I  myself  was  powerless  to  afford,  than  to  those 
whose  peculiar  province— had  they  restrained 
themselves  within  it— would  have  limited  them 
to  ministering  relief  to  the  phyncaX  ailments  of 
the  sufferer.  To  that  point  they  would  necessa- 
rily^r^^  address  themselves ;  but  when  pecuniary 
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aid  was  needed,  I  kave  never  found  their  luinda 
dosed;  and  many  and  many  a  time  I  have 
known  ikem  to  be  the  first  to  recommend  the! 
siek  and  suffering  to  send  to  their  pariah  priest, — 
or,  it  may  be,  to  give  him  an  intimation  of  their 
.needs  that  he  might  call  to  inquire  witboat 
their  knowing  he  had  been  sent  for, — and  not 
tmfireqnently  to  whisper  words  of  a  religioias 
consolation  into  the  ears  of  those  whose  days  of 
health  had  been  ^bnsed,  as  thongh  they  were  to 
last  for  ever ! 

But  it  is  by  no  means  the  limited  knowledge* 
of  personal  experience  which  leads  me  to  advance, 
and  prepares  me  to  uphold,  the  view  that  the 
Beloved  Physician — one  faithful  to  his  Divine 
Master,  as  well  as  his  human  brethren— justly 
represents  the  character  of  that  profession  whidi 
fulfils  a  portion  of  the  direct  command  of  the 
Saviour,  who  not  only  sent  out  his  disciples  to 
"  preach  the  Gospel,"  buta^^a to  "  heallhenchr 
The  spiritual-mindedness  of  a  large  portion  of 
their  body — ^the  religious  tendency  of  a  vast 
number  of  their  publications— the  practical  fiuth 
and  personal  benevolence  so  largely  practised 
among  them,  even'  to  the  clear  deterioration  of 
their  own  interests — all  point  to  the  same  con- 
dusion,  and  justify  our  adoption  of  St.  Luke  as 
their  type,  "  Beloved"  alike  in  his  divine  and 
in  his  human  relationships. 

And  if  additional  testimony  were  needed  to 
the  high  Christian  and  philanthropic  character 
.of  the  dass  of  which  I  have  been  speaking,  it 
would  be  found  in  that  special  object  which  it  is 
my  privilege  to  bring  before  you  to-day."    • 

As  the  profits  arising  from  the  sale  of  this 
..sermon  will  be  devoted  to  the  Amds  of  the  Col- 
lege, we  trust  many  of  our  readers  may  use  their 
,  efforts  to  extend  its  circulation  in  their  respec- 
tive localities. 


/nmp  f  eprtnttttt 


Iodine  b^tctioM  m  Aiciiei. 

Notices  have  ttom  time  to  time  appeared  in  the 
French  journals  upon  the  treatment  of  aadtea  by  iodine 
injections,  some  of  which  we  have  transferred  to  onr 
pages.  The  chief  advocate  of  the  practice  is  M.  Boinet, 
who  has  published  a  long  memoir  on  the  subject, 
(Oazeite  M^dieale,)  the  completion  of  which  has  re- 
cently appeared.  In  this  concluding  paper  a  remmi  of 
his  experience  is  given,  from  which  it  appears  that  he 
has  perfomied  fite  operation  in  thirteen  cases,  eleven  of 
which  were  snooesefU.  No  injurious  conseqnenoes 
followed  the  injection  in  any  instance,  if  we  may  believe 
the  reports;  and  one  injection  was  generally  snilicient 
The  deductions  with  which  the  author  condndts  his 
memoir,  are  these  :— 


1.  That  various  ilaids  may  he  injected  into  As 
peritoneum  without  danger,  and  with  manifeit  bellefit^ 
in  the  treatment  of  ascites. 

2.  That,  of  these  various  fluids,  the  tinetore  of 
iodine  is  indisputably  the  best,  of  which  an  ahstnct  is 
given  in  tiie  Arekiom  06t^rakit  Mars. 

On  ike  Cmtagum  qf  Seamdarp  SyphUit. 

The  idea,  wluch  now  appears  to  be  gaining  groimd,. 
that  secondary  syphilis  is  communicable,  hai  been 
recently  taken  up  by  Dr.  Waller,  of  Pngne,  in  la 
elaborate  memoir.  The  author  herein  exprenei  Im 
conriction,  that  this  form  of  tiie  disease  is  oontagiou, 
upon  the  following  grounds : — 

1.  That  it  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  with  moooos 
tuberdea  in  persons  who  have  neither  had  chancre  nor 
gonorrhoea,  in  whom,  in  foct,  these  flat  tubercles  woe 
the  first  manifestation  of  syphilis. 

2.  That  other  forms  of  syphilis,  usually  doDonunated 
secondary,  may  be  the  first  symptom  of  the  disease. 

3.  That  secondary  syphilis  may  be  perpetuated  by  the 
agency  of  the  blood. 

Several  clinical  facts  are  adduced  whidi  bear  upon 
these  propositions,  but  we  shall  pasMon  to  the  actial 
experiment  by  inoculation,  as  affording  the  most  codp 
elusive  evidence  in  favour  of  the  author's  assumptioDs. 

These  experiments  were  of  two  kinds ;  in  one  leriei 
the  inocttlatioa  was  firom  the  secretions  of  tlie  msoooi 
tubercles,  hi  the  other  the  bkK>d  itself  was  the  mediom 
of  inoculation. 

The  first  kind  of  inoculalion  was  performed  spon  a 
young  man  who  had  never  been  tiie  subject  of  cJuooe 
or  gononhoea,  by  means  of  punctures  on  the  thig|it  to 
•which  lint,  dipped  in  the  secretion,  from  a  patient 
labouring  under  condylomata,  was  applied;  the  resott 
was,  the  production  of  numerous  tubeides  upon  tbe 
site  of  the  punctures.  Twenty-seven  days  after  te 
first  appearance  of  tiiese,  syphilitie  macahe  began  to 
show  themselves  on  the  abdomen,  and  in  a  few  dsyi 
more  the  whole  body  was  covered  with  them. 

The  second  Idnd  of  inooolation  was  msde  upon  s 
lad,  aged  15,  the  subject  of  lupus,  who  had  never  had 
syphilis.  On  the  27tii  July  some  blood  was  drawn,  bj 
cupping,  from  a  female  who  was  labouring  uider 
syphilitic  maculae  and  tubercles,  and  was  immedialxlf 
applied  by  means  of  lint  to  some  scarifications  on  As 
thigh  of  the  boy.  Neither  inflammation  nor  soppuratiaa 
ensued,  and  in  Ihree  days  the  incisions  were  completely 
healed.  On  the  31st  of  August,  <.e.,  twenty-four  da^ 
after  inoculation,  two  tuberdes,  the  size  of  a  pea, 
were  observed  upon  the  site  of  the  punctures;  ibese 
increased  in  size,  coalesced,  and  became  covered  with 
thin  scales.  Eventually  ulceration  took  place.  Ontfas 
lat  of  October,  sixty-five  days  after  inocnlatiott,  and 
thirty  days  after  the  ^peaiunce  of  the  tuberdes*  aa 
eruption,  of  a  distinotly  syphilitic  tint,  came  out  npoa 
the  belly,  back,  and  chest,  and  speedily  becamegeneiaL 

From  these  experiments  the  author  deduces  tbe  fol- 
lowing propositions  :— 

1.  Both  primary  and  secondary  syphflissrsiaoedsliSi 

2.  Contrary  to  the  doctrine  of  M.  Rioofd,  tbrt 
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woondary  phenomena  are  always  preceded  by  dumcre^ 
it  if  established,  that  Jn  certain  cases  the  symptoms 
nsiially  oonsld^ed  as  secondary,  may  be  the  first  mani- 
leatation  of  the  disease. 

3.  Ndther  can  we  receive,  as  strictly  true,  the  maxim 
praponnded  by  M.  Ricord,  that  inoculation  famishes  a 
means  of  diagnosing  primary  from  seoondary  syphilis. 

LuxuHon  qf  the  Saerum, 

An  instaooe  of  this  very  rare  accident  is  reported  by 
M.  Foocher,  {Revue  MetUco-Chinirgicalef)  in  the  case 
of  a  man  who  endeavoured  to  commit  suicide  by  throwing 
litmself  beneath  the  wheels  of  a  heavily-laden  waggon. 
After  death,  which  occurred  at  the  end  of  a  week^  the 
chief  appearance  was,  a  dislocation  of  the  sacrum 
forwards  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.  The  ilia  were 
also  fractured.  Similar  cases  are  on  record ;  one,  for 
instance,  in  the  Memoires  de  r Academe  de  Chirurgic, 
tom.  iv.,  p.  91,  in  which  the  accident  occurred  from  the 
IhUing  of  a  sack  of  wheat  upon  the  pelvis ;  and  another 
is  published  by  M.  Langier,  in  the  Bulletin  de  la 
Societe  Anatomique,  Fev.,  1850.  In  some  other 
examples  reported  the  luxation  seems  to  have  been  the 
result  of  diseas^ 

Ligature  qf  the  Abdominal  Aorta. 

This  miwamntable  operation  haa  been  lately  pec- 
Aimed  by  a  Fortngoese  snigeoo,  who  has  pubUilMd  the 
partienhurs  of  the  case  in  the  Jteme  MedMeo-CMrmfkale 
ibr  March,  1852.  The  disease  for  which  it  was  under. 
taken  was  supposed  to  be  aneurism  of  the  common 
iliac;  the  result,  as  may  be  readily  imagiBed»  was 
death.  A  paet-mortem  examination  showed  that  the 
tumour  was,  in  reaUty,  an  aneurism  of  the  external 
iliac,  and  tfaist  ligature  of  the  upper  part  of  that  vessel 
might  have  been  accomplished. 
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On  some  h^urioue  Bffecte  qf  Tartar  Emetic, — By    J 

Dr.  BoLiNO. 

These  are  thus  described  :-*  ^. 

The  patient  may  be  seen  to  be  doing  rei^  well  under 

,  the  antimony,  the  dulness  on  percussion  and  rapidity  of 

pulse  diminishing,  the  skin  moistening,  and  the  respi- 

, ration  improving;  when,  suddenly  in  some  cases,  more 

giraduaUy  in  others,  he  becomes  .restless,  thirsty,  and 

somewhat  purged,  the  belly  becoming  tympanitic,  and 

sometimes  tender.     He  vomits,  or  tries  to  do  so  ;  the 

tongue  is  dry  and  pointed ;  jactitation  and  anxiety  of 

countenance  appear,  together  with  delirium,  and  perhaps 

shortly  before  death,  stupor.     Occasionally  jaundice 

supervenes;   and  in  a  few  cases  the  matter  ejected 

closely  resembles  that  of  yellow  fever.    During  these 

occurrences  the  pulse  becomes  frequent,  hard,  small, 

and  thready.    Death  may  take  place  within  six  hours 

after  the  first  appearance  of  these  unfavourable  symp- 


toms, more  frequently  it  is  delayed  for  ten  or  twelve- 
hours,  and  in  some  cases  yet  longer. 

Simultaneously  with  the  advent  of  the  above  symp* 
toms,  or  just  preceding  them,  there  is  a  more  or  lesr- 
rapid  disappearance  of  the  symptoms  of  the  original' 
disease.  A  lung  which  seemed  almost  completely 
soUdified,  in  four  or  five  hours  becomes  permeable,  and 
yields  a  healthy  respuratory  murmur,  all  the  symptoms 
of  the  pneumonia  undergoing  a  similar  improvement; 
The  violence  and  rapidity  of  the  abdominal  disease  are 
in  direct  ratio  to  the  suddenness  of  the  improvement  ilk 
the  disease  of  the  lung.  In  any  case  of  pneumonia^ 
treated  by  antimony,  the  supervention  of  the  least 
tympanitis,  thirst,  and  diarrhoea,  must  be  looked  upon, 
with  suspicion,  as  the  probable  precursor  of  this  serious 
condition ;  and  Dr.  Boling  regards  the  patient's  doom 
as  almost  decided,  when,  in  addition  to  these  symptoms^ 
there  is  a  ntpidt  in  place  of  a  graduial,  diminution  of 
dulness  on  percussion,  unattended  with  the  crepitant 
rdle  ofreeolution.  The  observance  of  this  pecuUarity 
in  the  physical  signs  has  enabled  him  to  announce 
portending  mischief  in  patients  apparently  convalescent* 
J -V.  This  cannot  be  a  rare  occurrence  in  the  Southern' 
States  of  America,  as  the  author  has  seen  almost  as 
many  die  of  the  induced  as  of  the  primary  disease* 
He  suspects  that  some  of  the  cases  descHbed  as  loss  of 
tolerance  of  antimony  by  the  Italian  practitioners,  are 
of  this  nature,  although,  if  so,  their  delineation  is 
very  incomplete.  Golis  gives  a  graphic  account  of  a 
similar  train  of  phenomena  produced  by  the  use  of  large 
doses  of  calomel  in  hydrocephalus  and  cramp. 

Dr.  Boling  is  disposed  to  attribute  this  effect  of 
antimony  to  its  direct  actfon  on  the  intestinal  canal,  by 
reason  of  a  portion  of  the  quantity  administered  not 
becoming  absorbed;  and  believes  that  our  object,  in 
attempting  its  prevention,  should  be,  to  administer  flie* 
drug  in  such  divided  doses  as  to  secure  its  complete 
absorption.  Although  never  in  the  habit  of  giving  very- 
large  doses,  he  has  even  diminished  these ;  and  finds- 
the  remedy  just  as  efficacious  now  that  he  gives  only 
from  three  to  six  grains  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  a» 
when  he  gave  double  the  quantity,  while  the  mischievous^ 
effects  have  been  of  much  less  frequent  occurrence.  He 
dissolves  the  above  quantity  in  six  ounces  of  water,  and? 
gives  a  teaspoonful  every  half  hour  in  the  day,  and  tw(^ 
teaspoonfuls  every  hour  at  night.  He  prefers  water  as 
a  vehicle,  as  mucilaginous  fluids  delay  the  absorption  of 
the  medicine. — American  Journal  qf  Medical  Sdencet 

Calomelf  a  Diuretic,  m  Large  Dotes.— By  Dr.  W.  Kex.. 

In  the  treatment  of  dropsies,  calomel  has  been  con- 
sidered from  its  earliest  introduction  into  use  as  m* 
valuable  adjuvant  in  combination  with  other  remedies, 
but  it  is  not  mentioned  by  writers  as  acting  as  a 
diuretic  when  given  alone  either  in  small  or  large  doses. 
Its  use  in  large  doses  is  no  new  practice,  for  it  has  beeai 
given  freely  in  the  treatment  of  fever  and  cholera;  and 
for  its  hydragogue,  cathartic,  sialogogue  and  deobatruent 
properties,  it  is  well  known.  In  combination  with* 
squills,  nitre,  and  sometimes  digitalis,  it  is  a  very 
pc^ular  mode  of  administration,  and  one.  that  generally 
frihUs  the  indication  for  which  it  is  prescribed;  but 
there  are  cases  in  which  it  fiuls  as  well  as  th§  rest  of ' 
the  dass  of  diuretics^  and  the  physician  is  thrown  back. 
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<m  his  own  resources  for  something  more  active  and 
reliable.  When  such  is  the  case,  the  author  affirms 
that  calomel,  in  doses  from  forty  to  a  hundred  graioji, 
repeated  for  two  or  three  nights  successively,  will 
certsinly  folfil  the  most  sanguine  hopes,  but  not  only 
freely  purging,  but  by  producing  copious  diuresis, 
followed  by  sleep,  such  as  cannot  be  had  from  opiom 
nor  its  preparations,  with  safety.  During  its  action, 
gin  or  whiskey  toddy  may  be  freely  used,  should  there 
be  much  prostration ;  but  this  is  seldom  the  case,  the 
stimulous  only  aiding  the  diuretic  action.  He  states 
that  he  has  seen  persons  who  were  unable  to  lie  down, 
{for  a  week  at  a  time,)  longer  than  a  few  moments,  sleep 
well  after  the  action  of  the  first  dose. 

His  usual  mode  of  administration  is  to  give  fifty 
grains  of  calomel  for  three  successive  nights,  and 
should  it  fail  to  produce  the  desired  efiect,  to  wait 
several  days.  The  first  dose  does  not  often  act  as  a 
diuretic,  but  fhe  third,  according  to  the  author,  seldom 
idSa^.'-^Philadelphia  Medical  Examiner,  Dec.,  1851. 


SURGERY. 

An  Aeetnmt  qf  a  Horn,  mx  tneha  and  three  quarters 
in  length,  developed  upon  the  Head  qf  a  Woman, — 
By  Austin  L.  Sakds,  M.D.,  of  Cold  Spring,  U.S. 

In  the  spring  of  1851  the  author  was  called  to  see 

Mrs.    W ,    aged    fifty  years.      She  had  always 

«njoyed  good  health,  and  was  naturally  of  a  foil  habit. 
She  informed  him  that  she  had  a  '*  horn  "  on  the  back 
of  her  head,  which  had  caused  her  much  trouble  and 
oneasinees  for  a  long  time,  owing  to  which  circumstance 
she  desired  its  removal.  On  removing  the  covering 
which  she  kept  continually  over  it,  a  fine  specimen  of 
ichthyosis  cornea,  of  sixteen  years'  growth,  was  at  onoe 
brought  into  view.  On  inspection,  it  was  found  to 
•arise  from,  or  rather  immediately  over,  the  occipital 
protuberance,  and  to  extend  downwards  and  backwards 
■shout  four  inches,  and  then  curling  upon  itself,  termi- 
nating in  a  rough  sulcated  extremity.  On  handling  it, 
it  was  found  to  be  very  hard,  solid,  and,  when  struck 
with  the  handle  of  a  scalpel,  gave  a  sharp  dear  sound ; 
its  attachments  to  the  occiput  did  not  appear  to  be  very 
ftfm,  as  they  allowed  slight  motion.  Seeing  no  diffi- 
cutty  in  the  way  of  its  immediate  removal,  an  eliptical 
incision  was  made  on  each  side  of  it  through  the  integu- 
ments down  to  the  periosteum,  and  then  slipping  the' 
scalpel  between  the  base  of  the  horn  and  the  bone,  it 
was  easily  removed,  lliere  was  little  hiemoiTbage,  and 
the  wound  healed  kindly  by  first  intention; 

On  examination  after  removal,  the  horn  was  found  to 
measure  sir  mchee  and  three  quartern  in  length,  and 
*ihree  inches  in  circumference  at  the  base. 

One  very  intereresting  point  in  the  process  of  this 
case  may  be  found  in  the  htstory  which  she  gave  of  the 
treatment  which  had  been  pursued  in  order  to  obtain 
reUef.  When  first  perceived,  it  felt  Kke  a  shot  under, 
neath  the  integuments;  after  some  time  it  made  its 
sppearance  on  the  surfiwe  of  the  skin,  and  several 
times  she  picked  it  oflT,  but  after  a  while  it  became  so 
lim  that  she  was  obKged  to  allow  it  to  remaiu.  She 
took  no  notice  of  it  for  some  time,  but,  becoming  so 
>large  as  to  interfere  with  the  proper  adjustment  of  her 


cap,  and  obliging  her  to  raise  her  head  from  the  isDow 
at  night  whenever  she  wished  to  torn  over  in  bed,  widls 
it  also  incommoded  her  from  reposing  on  her  badk,  ahs 
was  hecessitated  to  apply  to  her  frmily  pfayndaa  (s 
homoeopath)  for  relief,  who  promised  her  that  in  the 
space  of  a  short  time  he  would  be  enabled  to  remove 
the  difficulty  by  the  use  of  sondry  small  idiite  piOsy 
which  be  proceeded  to  ftuniih  her  with ;  while  at  ths 
same  time  he  assured  her  that  he  had  treated  successfully, 
to  a  cure,  several  similar  cases  within  the  past  year  in 
his  own  practice.  For  five  years  she  continued  to  use 
the  homoeopath's  pills,  but  still  the  horn  remBined— 
still  the  horn  continued  to  grow.  In  view  of  this  con- 
dition of  affairs  h^  frith  began  to  frlter,  hot  for  soiaa 
time  it  was  supported  with  the  assurance  of  her  phyaidss 
that  the  only  reason  that  the  curs  had  not  been  eiSBCtod 
was,  <<that  he  had  not  as  yet  got  hold  of  the  right 
pills."  Reassured  by  this  assertion,  which  was  repeated 
from  time  to  time,  she  kept  on  until  the  spring  of  tiie 
present  year,  when  she  consulted  the  reporter,  and 
finally  submitted  to  its  removal  by  the  knife. — New 
York  Journal  of  Medicine,  November,  1851. 

Diagnoaii  of  Fractured  Ribe. — By  Mr.  Hiltok. 


[The  following  simple  rules  for  disenosis 
ir  Im  clini 


incases  oC 
suspected  fracture  Of  the  ribs,  occur  lA  clinical  lectors 
upon  the  subject,  delivered  at  Guy's  Hospital.  In  meh 
cases  Mr.  Hilton  observes  :-* 

1.  There  may  be  external  eechymosis,  but  this 
symptom  may  be  entirely  absent.  2.  Sharp  pain  in  s 
determinste  locality  on  foil  inspiration;  this  pain  is 
sometimes  intense,  and  the  constancy  widi  whidi  it  is 
met  with  in  different  cases  gives  much  importance  to  the 
symptom.  The  pain  is  caused  by  the  compresaioB  of 
the  intercostal  nerve  at  the  ends  of  the  fractured  rib  on 
s  strong  insphmtion,  ordinary  breathing  giving  little  or 
no  uneasiness ;  according  as  the  direction  of  the  fracture 
leads  to  the  compression  of  the  nerve,  or  to  no  such 
structural  complication,  so  wiU  there  be  more  or  leas 
pain.  Hence  the  reason  why  some  patients  suffer  s 
great  deal,  and  others  but  little  pain.  This  assodatfam 
of  pain  is  not  peculiar  to  rib  fractures.  The  same  thing 
occurs  in  fracture  of  the  anatomical  neck  of  the  humerus^ 
which  lesion  may  and  does  frequently  cause  compresskm 
and  irritation  of  the  circumflex  nerve ;  the  latter  bemg 
forcibly  caught  or  drawn  between  the  fractured  ends  of 
the  bone,  produces  intense  pain  at  the  part.  3.  By 
placing  your  hand  upon  the  sternum,  you  may  fSedl 
crepitation  as  the  breathing  goes  on — ^nay,  the  patient 
sometimes  hears  and  feels  it  himself.  4.  Great  tender* 
ness  over  ^  certain  suspected  spot  is  a  symptom  npon 
which  great  reliance  cannot  be  placed.  It  is  better  to 
press  forcibly  upon  one  rib  after  the  other  near  the 
sternum,  during  inspiration,  from  above  downwards. 
With  some  attention  you  will  thus  be  able  to  detect  te 
broken  rib  by  resisting  the  elevation  of  its  sternal  end 
whilst  its  vertebral  extremity  is  in  motion,  and  a  further 
examination  of  the  individual  rib  discovers  the  exact 
seat  of  the  fracture.  5.  You  may  be  much  assisted  in 
your  diagnosis  by  using  ausculation,  dther  witfi  the 
stethoscope  or  the  naked  ear )  the  fine  grating  of  the 
bones  may  sometimes  be  distinctly  heard  In  tUs 
manner.  But,  if  in  spite  of  careful  examination,  yott 
cannot  find  any  or  all  these  symptoms,  remember  that 
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ithtu  better  to  treat  obtfcare  tnd  doubtfU  Cases  as  if 
ftactnre  of  the  ribs  had  been  detected;  you  will  err,  if 
at-aH,  on  the  safe  side,  and  the  therapeatical  means 
neoessaiy  are  so  sfanple  that  yon  cannot  posnbly  do  yonr 
patient  any  harm.-- Xoncef,  March  13,  1852. 


MIDWIFERY. 

;  Alicm  qf  the  StOiimie^  qf  tM  Utenn,  upming 
mFUmaUif.^Bj  Dr.  Vaji  Coubtlakd. 

On  the  27th  of  Jane,  1830,  the  anthor  was  sent  for 
to  see  W.  M.,  aged  24  yean,  who  told  him  she  had 
been  delivered  of  a  liring  child  adont  two  months  pre. 
Tions,  but  had  never  left  her  bed,  owing  to  a  swelling 
in  ihB  lower  part  of  her  belly,  and  which  began  to  show 
itself  a  few  days  after  her  confinement.  The  patient 
was  emaciated  to  a  most  extreme  degree,  and  was 
labouring  under  profbse  and  almost  uninterrupted  per- 
apnation.  The  pulse  was  small  and  rapid.  The  coun- 
tenance indieatiTe  of  serious  disorganization.  The  se- 
cretion of  milk  was  entirely  suspended.  The  lochial 
diachaige  had  left  her  a  few  days  after  parturition;  and 
the  i^irits  were  painfully  depressed.  On  examining 
ih»  sweUing,  owing  to  the  great  emaciation,  he  readily 
disooversd  it  toUspcnd  upon  an  abscess  of  the  body  of 
the  uterus;  adhesion  between  which  and  the  abdominal 
parietss  had  taken  place  daring  the  inflammatory  state, 
and  the  abscess  now  in  progress  dearly  indicated  the 
plan  of  treatment  to  be  adopted . 

Large  doses  of  diluted  sulphuric  add  were  given 
without  producing. diarrhoea,  wann  fomentations  and 
emoDient  pultioes  were  applied  to  the  tumour,  and  fre- 
quently renewed  until  the  8th  of  July,  when  a  free 
opening  gave  vent  to  about  half  a  teacnpful  of  matter. 
Vtom  this  time,  everything  went  on  well,  and  in  a  low 
ds^  she  returned  home  cured.  Her  catamenia  have 
«ome  on  regularly,  but  as  yet  she  has  not  again  become 
jyr^gnant. 

In  cases  of  this  description,  the  discharge  of  matter 
almost  invariably  takes  place  by  opening  internally 
either  into  the  bladder,  rectum,  or  vagina. — Canada 
M^diadJowmai.    No.L 
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THE  NEW  CHARTER  OP  THE  COLLEGE  OP 
PHYSICIANS. 

J\t  the  Editor  of  the  Prwineuit  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 

Sni,-— I  have  just  seen  in  the  last  number  of  our 
JPr09incial  Medical  and  Sttrffieal  Journal  an  abstract  of 
the  proposed  new  Charter  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians. 

There  are  two  clauses,  namely  the  fourth  and  fifth, 
which  appear  to  me  to  call  loudly  for  animadversion,  as 
their  obvious  effect  will  be  to  do  great  injustice  to  a 
mgj  numerous  and  very  ijespectable  class  of  British 
physicians— the  Eztra-urbem  Licentiates. 

The  fourth  clause  enacts,  that  all  such  shall  become 


"  membere  "  of  the  College,  on  presenting  satisfactory* 
testimonials  of  character,  and  on  paying  a  fee  of  fifteetftc 
guineas,  exclusive  of  stamp  duty. 

Is  it  not  humiliating  and  affronting  thus  to  be* 
desired  by  the  College  to  bring  tettinumiale  of  character^ 
when  we  have  already  one  emanating  from  the  College- 
itself,  and  attested  by  the  President  and  Electa  ?  They 
have  abeady  certified  each  individual  Extra-urbem 
Licentiate  as  "  probum  virum,  eumque  dignum  judi- 
casse  qui  admittetur  ad  prazin."  Is  this  insufficient 
and  unsatis&ctory  ?  And  are  we  to  go  to  members  oT 
our  own  profession  (our  juniors  perhaps  by  many 
years),  and  ask  them  to  say  if  we  are  honeet  and  eoher, 
uikdflt  to  practise  our  profession  ? 

Again,  I  object  to  being  compelled  to  make  another* 
payment  of  j^  or  £Z0,  (which  it  would  be  with  stamp- 
duty,)  without  some  equivalent  advantage. 

We,  tiie  Extra-urbem  Licentiates,  have  been  ex- 
amined by  the  College  ;— we  have  received  their  letters 
testimonial  of  character  and  skill;— we  have  piud 
pretty  handsomely  for  any  little  advantage  which  the 
licence  of  the  College  confers  (and  be  it  remembered 
that  one  half  of  the  physidans  of  the  country  practise* 
without  it);  and  now,  after  all  ttus,  we  ara  to  be 
dirfranehUedt  and  our  dearly-purchased  piece  of  parch- 
ment is  to  become  merely  so  much  eheep'^kin. 

We  have,  the  opinicm  of  Sir  Pitzroy  Kelly,  formerly 
Solidtor-General,  and  Su*  E.  V.  WsUSams,  that  tiiere- 
is  no  just  reason  for  making  any  distinction  (in  any 
future  Charter)  between  the  privileges  to  be  conferred 
upon  the  Intra  and  Extra-urbem  Licentiates.     But,, 
instead  of  this,  the  former  are  at  once  translated  in  a 
body,    without  question  asked  or  money  paid,  into  • 
"iN«M&<rt"  of  tihe  new  College,  whilst  the  claims  of 
the  latter  are  ignored;  and  although  tiieir  names  have 
been  printed  in  the  College  lists,  they  are  no  longer- 
deemed  worthy   to    belong  to  the  CoUega    without 
further- testing  as  to  character,  and  a  little  mcie  pecu- 
niary depletion. 

Let  us  now  consider  the  fifth  clause.  All  graduates . 
of  recognised  Universities  are  at  once  to  be  admitted 
mmnben  of  the  College,  on  producing  certificates,  and 
paying  the  customary  £tes.  Had  this  been  done  some 
ten  or  fifteen  years  ago  it  had  been  fair  and  honour^ 
able ;  but  now  several  hundred  graduates  have  already 
undergone  an  examination,  and  paid  for  what  they 
thought  admission  into  the  College,  and  then  comes  a 
new  bar,  whidi  renders  nugatory  aU  which  they  have  ■ 
done  to  connect  themselves  legally  with  the  College. 
Those  who  have  defied  its  laws  all  their  profiwsional . 
lives,  and  kept  thor  money  in  their  pockets,  may  now 
be  admitted  on  equal  terms  with  those  who  considered 
themselves  as  alrndy  belonging  to  the  College. 

I  trust  that  those  who  think— with  the  writer  of 
these  lines — that  a  grievous  act  of  injustice  is  about  to 
be  done  to  the  ill-used  Extra-urbem  Licentiates,  will 
come  boldly  forward  and  make  their  sentiments  known 
in  the  right  quarters.  If  so,  I  verily  believe  we  shall 
gain  redress. 

If  the  Extra  Licentiates  dioose  to  move  from  the 
provinces  and  fix  themselvea  in  London  or  its  vicinity, 
I  do  not  think  they  would  olqect  to  a  &rtiier  payment 
to  the  College,  as  has  been  done  by  the  Intra-urbem.- 
but,  to  make  no  difference  in  any  respect,. 
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Ibetween  thoM  who  are  already,  and  thoee  who  never 
iuiTe  been,  connected  with  the  College,  is  manifestly 
«igiist,  and  nnwortiiy  of  any  learned  body. 
Since  I  began  my  letter  I  hare  been  ma( 
iMdng  a  letter  in  the  *'  Medical  Timet  and  Gazetie," 
'having  a  similar  object. 

I  am,  Mr.  Editor, 

Yoar  obedient  Servant, 
May,  1852.  M.D.,  Enni. 


of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  that  two  cases  have  arrived 

from  New  York,   aderessed  to  him,   and  containing 

fossUs,   sent  by  Dr.  John    C.  Warren,  of  Boston, 

*  u    1     ^  u  J  United  States,  Tor  presentation  to  the  Royal  College  of 

*^V*^  «    Surgeons,    London,  their  Lordships  have  given  the 

J  ^    "^"  "    necessary  directions  to  the  proper  authorities  to  permit 

their  free  delivery  (br  that  purpose.     Dr.  Vlarren  is 

an  Honorary  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Provincial 

Medical  and  Surgical  Association. 


MANCHESTER     MEDICO-ETHICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surpical 
Journal. 
Sib, — ^We  are  directed  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Manchester  Medico- Ethical  Association  to  request  the 
publication  of  the  enclosed  in  tiie  next  number  of  the 
Prooineial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

We  are.  Sir,  your  obedient  Servants, 

J.  AIKENHEAD,  \„^  Q««.ti^«. 

W.  C.  WILLIAMSON,/"*^-  »«««■"«• 

Manchester,  May  28,  1852. 

lb  the  Honourable  the  Commont  qf  the  United  Kingdom 

of  Groat  Britain  and  Ireland  m  Parliament  ateem^ 

bled.     . 
'  The  Petition    of  the  undersigned  members  of  the 
medical  profession,  on  behalf  of  the  Medico-Ethical 
Association,  of  Manchester,  humbly  sheweth, — 

That  the  provisions  of  a  "  Bill  for  Regulating  the 
Qualifications  of  Pharmaceutical  Chemists  "  have  been 
brough^under  the  notice  of  your  petitioners. 

That  your  petitioners,  whilst  approving  of  the 
spirit  in  which  this  measure  is  framed,  believe  that 
there  is  some  danger,  owing  to  the  present  unsettled 
and  unsatisfiactory  relations  between  members  of  the 
medical  profession  and  pharmaceutical  chemists,  of  the 
'latter  interfering  with  Uieir  rights  and  privileges. 

That  your  petitioners  would  therefore  humbly  pray 
your  Honourable  House  to  insert  a  clause  in  the  Bill 
that  nothing  therein  contained  shall  be  understood  to 
oonfer  on  chemists  any  right  to  practise  medicine  in 
any  of  its  departments  whatever. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

W.  J.  Wilson,  F.R.C.S.E.,  Vice-President. 

J.   AlKBNHEAO,   M.D.,      1  IT         c 

W.  C.  WttiiAMBOH,       }HoiuSecwton«. 


3Mml  Sirtelliprt 


MUNIFICENT  BEQUESTS. 

The  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital  has  recently  had  two 
munificent  donations  added  to  its  funds-— one  of  j^,000, 
left  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Troyte,  late  of  Huntsham,  and 
file  other,  by  the  late  Mrs.  Halford,  of  Newcourt,  near 
Exeter,  who  (after  giving  specific  legacies  amounting  to 
;^60,000)  has  bequeathed  the  whole  residue  of  her 
property  to  this  institution,  which  will  amount,  it  is 
said,  to  nearly  £50,000,  £20,000  of  which  will  be 
available  on  the  death  of  the  husband  of  the  testatrix, 
who  has  a  life  interest  in  it. 


PRESENT  TO  THE   ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF 

SURGEONS. 
Mr.  Abbott  Lawrence,  the  United  States  Minister 
at  this  Court*  having  stated  to  the  Lords  Commissioners 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

The  following  gentlefnen  were  admitted  ibemben 
on  the  21st  ultimo  :^Henry  Vandyke  Carter,  Scar- 
borough, Yorkshire ;  Thomas  Boor  Crosby,  Gosberton, 
Lincolnshire;  Robert  Anlezark  Cunliffe,  Garstaag, 
Lancashire;  Samuel  Athanasios  Cuaack,  Dublin; 
Maurice  Davis,  Thame,  Oxfordshire;  Samuel  Foley, 
Army;  Thomas  Frost,  Hucknall-Torkard,  Nottingham- 
shire; Michael  Hurley,  Dublin ;  Robert  Benson  Lewis, 
Trinity  Square,  Southwark;  William  Edward  Musson, 
Birkholme,  Lmcolnshire;  Andrew  Nesbitt  Edwards 
Ridddl,  Aurungabad,  East  Indies;  Augustus  Charlea 
Shout,  Hampstead. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARES. 
Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  the  20th  ultimo : — 
Barnabas  Bamett,  Shrewsbury;  Thomas  Croudaoe, 
Cbester-le-Street;  William  George  GiU,  London; 
Alfred  Richardson,  London ;  George  Sankey,  Ashford  ; 
John  Sykes,  London ;  Alfred  Stephen  Wood,  London. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

YORKSHRB     BRANCH     MBBTllTG. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Branch  will  be  held  at 
the  Medical  School,  Leeds,  on  Thursday,  June  10th, 
under  the  Presidency  of  C.  Chadwick,  M.D.  The 
chair  wiU  be  taken  at  one  o'clock  precisely.  The 
members  and  visitors    will    dine   together  after  the 


WM.  MATTERSON.  Jun., 

Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
York,  May  21,  1852. 


N0RTH-WALB8     BRANCH. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  North- Wales  Branch  of 
the  Provincial  Medionl  and  Surgical  Assodatioo,  wiU 
be  held  at  the  Castle  Hotel,  Conway,  on  Tuesday,  the 
l&th  of  June,  at  eleven  o'clock. 

Dr.  Edward  Hughb8,  of  Mold,  President. 


LANCAeHIRE  AND  CHB8HIRE  BRANCH. 

The  Sixteenth  annual  meeting  of  this  Branch  will 
be  held  on  Wednesday,  the  SOth  of  June,  in  the 
Medical  Institution,  Mount  Pleasant,  Liverpool.  The 
chair  will  be  taken  at  one  o'clock  by  Ilobert  Bickersteth, 
Esq.,  of  Liverpool,  the  President  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Dinner  will  be  provided  at  the  Adelphi  Hotel,  at  >b«r 
o'clock,  for  such  members  as  intimate  to  the  Secretaiy 
their  intention  of  being  present. 

JOHN  HATTON,  Hon.  Sec 

114,  Oxford  Stfoet,  Manchester. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications    have  been  received  from   Dr.  Tn,t» 
Mr.  Grainger,  NU  Desperandum,  Dr.  Speer,  Medieos, 
Mr.  Terry,  Mr.  Perceval  (twice),  Mr.  ChurcfaiU. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL- . 


OH  THX 

DIAGNOSIS  OF  CHRONIC  OVARIAN 
TUMOURS. 

Bt  B.  J.  TILT,   M.D., 


"  Hydnpa  ovsriornm  mt  pi vim^m  it vllca  ■ 


partknlaiiy  wben  the  pttieiits  have  arriTed  at  Uie  age 
of  cenaiipn  of  menstmation.  AH  thote  who  are 
engaged  in  active  practice  most  be  able  to  read  similar 
prooib  of  the  great  imperfection  of  abdominal  diagnosis, 
ahd  the  operations  of  ovaiiotomy  fnmtsh  ns  with 
wholesale  ezamplrs  of  the  errors  of  diagnosis  made  by 
'th^  most  eminent  in  our  profession;  errors  made  by 
^^'1ZJ!!!!^JVi^^  ^^  ha^«  spcdally  studied  ovarian  disease,  and 

the  individual  cases  of  that  disease  which  they  attempted 
to  cure  radically  by  an  operation,  on  the  value  of  which 
they  staked  thjir  medical  reputation.  Dr.  Dolhoff,  at 
Magdebourg,  had  studied  his  patient's  case  for  a  year; 
many  eminent  men  who  had  seen  the  patient  with  him 
were  convinced  of  tiie  existence  of  a  tumour,  and  still 
none  was  found  when  the  abdomen  was  opened.  The 
beat  opinions  of  Edinburgh  confirmed  Lisars  in  his 
opinion,  that  a  patient  of  his  was  affected  with  an 
ovarian  tumour.  An  operation  was  performed,  but  no 
tumour  was  found.  We  learn  from  Dr.  Atlee's  valu- 
able table,  that  out  of  \79  cases  of  attempted  ovariotomy, 
the  operation  could  not  be  completed  in  34.  Thia 
means  in  plain  English,  that  in  34  out  of  the  179  the 
surgeons  made  an  unfortunate  error  of  diagnosis.  In 
1 7  of  these  cases  other  important  diseases  existed,  which 
would  have  contraindicated  ovariotomy,  but  as  these 
were  not  detected  by  the  surgeon,  the  17  operations 
were  ptoformed,  and  occasioned  the  death  of  14  of  the 
patients.  Adhesions  of  the  tumours  to  neighbouring 
organs  are  also  considerable  complications  when  they 
are  extensive,  as  was  the  case  in  62  operations  out  of 
the  above-meotiuned  179.  In  other  words,  those  62 
cases  were  also  errors  in  diagnosis ;  for  if  the  surgeon 
had  suspected  the  existence  of  these  adhesions,  be 
would,  in  most  of  the  cases,  have  declined  operating, 
welt  knowing  that  this  complication  increased  the 
difficulties  of  the  operation,  increased  the  ratio  of  ita 
mortality,  and  sometimes  rendered  it  impossible.  In 
six  cases,  says  Dr.  Atlee,  (but  two  others  are  recorded,) 
no  tumour  was  found,  so  that  in  these  patients  the 
abdomen  was  opened,  it  was  examined  for  a  tumour, 
and  none  was  found,  and  then  the  abdomen  was  sewn 
up.'  The  179  operations  of  ovariotomy  thus  afford  us 
proof  of  121  errors  of  diagnosis,  and  justify  the  motto 
placed  at  the  head  of  this  chapter. 

While,  however,  admitting  the  imperfection  of  our 
diagnosis  of  abdominal  diseases,  we  must  not  omit 
mentioning  that  some  of  our  means  of  diagnosis  have 
.ately  been  improved,  and  that  others  have  recently 
been  added,  which,  if  judiciously  used,  permit  us  to 
antiinpate  a  diminution  of  what  has  been  well  termed 
'  *  ovarian  perplexities. " 

In  Professor  Piorry's  hands  Avenbrugger's  discoveiy 
has  been  proved  to  be  equally  serviceable  in  dotecting 
di4eases  of  the  abdomen  as  those  of  the  thorax. 
Kergaredeo  applied  his.  uncle's  sthethoscope  to  the 
abdomen,  and  taught  us  to  distinguish  a  sound,  by 
which,  if  distinctly  heard,  we  can  be  confident  of 
pregnancy.  And  later  still,  the  head  of  the  obstetric 
department  of  our  profession  in  Scotland,  Dr.  Simpson 
has  given  us  a  very  important  instrument  of  diagnosis— 
the  uterine  sound,  by. means  of  which  we  are  generally 

ir 


At  different  times  we  have  published,  in  the  Lancet 
«nd  in  the  Lfmdxm  Medici  Oagetie,  a  series  of  papers 
on  the  "Pathological  Anatomy  of  Chronic  Ovarian 
Growths,  and  on  their  Cause,  Progress,  and  Termi- 
nation." We  now  purpose  treating  of  the  diagnosis  of 
these  tumours,  and  feel  no  little  hesitation  in  beginning 
a  obapt<'r  which  must  be  the  history  of  the  mistakes 
daily  oommitted,  even  by  the  most  enlightened. 

The  difficulties  of  the  diagnosis  of  chronic  ovarian . 
tumours  arise  from  the  form  and  na'uro  of  the  cavity 
in  which  the  abdominal  viscera  aro  contained.  The 
nore  easily  defined  limits  of  other  organs  render  the 
diagnosis  of  these  diseases  comparatively  easy ;  but  it 
was  neoeesary,  for  the  health  of  the  body,  and  to^ 
•oononiise  the  Fpace  allotted  to  the  abdominal  viscera, 
that  they  should  have  no  fixed  limits,  in  order  that  they 
night,  in  their  periodical  ebb  and  flow,  appropriate 
each  according  to  its  peculiar  wants  more  or  less  of  the 
same  cavity.  This  community  of  habitation  enfails  a 
4Mtain  ob«curify  of  position,  and  gives  rise  to  a  cor- 
responding obscurity  of  diagnosis  of  the  diseases  of  the 
abdominal  organs.  With  other  organs  we  find  that 
any  obscurity  of  diagnoses  which  might  have  existed  in 
the  origin,  tliroinishes  as  the  disease  progresses,  but  the 
certainry  of  the  diagnosis  of  ovarian  tumours  does  not 
Increase  in  proportion  to  their  dimensions,  because  each 
of  the  neighbouring  viscera — womb,  liver,  spleen,  kidney, 
and  bladder,  are  susceptible  of  attaining  to  a  similar 
bulk,  and  these  organs  most,  therefore,  be  believed  to 
4>e  in  a  healthy  state  by  the  medical  attendant,  before 
he  can  diagnose  an  ovarian  tumour. 

Another  difficulty  of  abdominal  diagnosis  arises  from 
the  fact,  that  the  abdominal  cavity,  more  than  any 
other,  harbours  not  unfrequently  tumours  of  stupendous 
anxe,  whicJi  have  no  other  origin  than  some  minute 
aub-peritoneal  cell.  In  such  cases  we  need  not  be 
•nrprised  that  a  tumour,  which  belongs  to  no  organ, 
abould  be.  by  different  medical  men,  attributed  in  turn 
to  a  swelling  of  each  of  the  abdominal  oigans  in  the 
vicinity  of  which  it  is  developed. 

It  may  be  thought  that  we  exaggerate  the  uncertainty 
of  abdominal  diagnosis,  but  we  4e  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  it  is  more  difficult  to  diagnose  many  complaints  ot 
the  organs  contained  in  this  cavity  than  those  of  the 
«beBt  or  the  head.  Medical  men  have  sometimes  brought 
us  patients  said  to  be  affected  with  ovarian  dropsy, 
but  who  wera  in  reality  suffering  from  fibrous  tumours 
of  the  womb,  chronic  peritonitis^  or  even  sa^oi|pota4, 
Ve-XXa^iusll^  ws. 
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aUe  to  etimioate  fhe  uterine  dement  firom  Terj  oom- 
pUcated  problems  of  sbdominel  morbid  etnietiirB.  Thk 
imtroment  bag  indeed  been  inveig bed  against,  with 
considerable  force,  by  some  who  have  been  peculiarly 
struck  by  cases  wherein  the  instrument  wis  inju- 
diciously employed,  but  as  a  help  to  diagnose  abdominal 
disease.  It  is  undoubtedly  of  great  utility,  a  oonfietion< 
expressed  with  the  greater  pleasure,  because  we  differ  in 
Bom)B  other  points  of  practice  with  its  illustrious  iuTcntor. 

HaTing  shown  the  difficulties  of  abdominal  diagnosis, 
havfaig  pointed  out  the  reason  of  these  difficulties,  sod 
glanced  at  some  of  the  means  by  whidi  they  may  be 
diminished,  we  shall  now  proceed  systematically  in 
our  attempt  to  unravel  the  obscurity  which  we  deplore. 
Our  idea  of  diagnosis  is  to  distinguish  some  peculiar 
disease  from  all  tiiose  with  which  it  may  be  confounded, 
we  shall  then  proceed  to  pass  in  review,  one  after  the 
other,  all  the  diseased  organs  with  idiich  ovarian  tumours 
have  been  confounded,  or,  in  other  words,  all  the 
abdominal  viscera. 

Should  the  reader  find  that  we  are  tedious  in  the 
inquiry,  let  him  remember  that  in  learning  to  detect 
ovarian  tumours  he  unavoidably  learns  to  discover  the 
other  tumours  or  diseases  of  the  structure  which  so 
frequently  occur  in  the  abdomen,  and  that  he  will  thus 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  abdominal  disease,  the  obscurest 
and  the  most  important  part  of  medical  diagnosis,  for 
the  viscera  of  nutrition  are  those  principally  affected  in 
all  diseases.  Let  him  remember  that  the  rarity  of  any 
peculiar  disease  should  not  be  an  unconquerable  obstacle 
to  the  sagacity  of  the  practitioner,  who  knows  how  to 
aeei  for  the  signs  of  disease  and  how  to  interpret  them. 
Acquainted  with  the  anatomy  of  the  visceral  organs,  and 
conversant  with  their  fdnctions,  the  medical  attendant 
should  be  ready  to  interpret  those  rare  cases  which,  in  the 
oonrse  of  practice,  may  perhaps  "turnup"  to-morrow. 

Chronic  ovarian  tumours  have  been  confounded  with 
ovaritis,  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  sise  of  the 
•cutely-inflamed  ovary,  hut  the  rapidity  of  the  develop- 
ment of  the  tumour,  and  the  fever  by  which  it  is  attended 
will  not  permit  the  practitioner  to  be  easily  deceived ; 
and  the  rapidity  of  the  march  of  the  disease  will  soon 
show  the  disease  to  be  acute.  On  account  of  the 
acute  inarch  of  an  ovarian  cyst,  it  may,  however,  be 
confounded  with  ovaritis.  In  the  London  Medical 
Gazette  we  have  related  an  interesting  cTsmple  of  this; 
the  fever  wai  such  as  attends  acute  disease,  the  iliac 
pain  was  intense,  the  swelling  rapid,  and  we  should  have 
remained  convinced  that  the  tumour  was  of  a  purulent 
nature,  if  an  exploratory  puncture  had  not  been  made, 
and  a  transparent  albuminous  fluid  withdrawn^  A  care- 
frd  examination  of  the  patient  could  alone  prove  that, 
in  such  cases,  the  ovary  is  affected,  the  knowledge  of  the 
nature  of  the  tumour  being  left  to  be  determined  by  the 
subsequent  history  of  the  case,  a  delay  littie  to  be  re- 
gretted, as  in  both  cases  the  indications  would  be  the 
same,  that  is  to  say,  to  arrest  the  progress  of  inflam- 
mation by  bloodletting  and  mercury.  Ovsrian  tnmours 
have  been  confounded  with  pelvic  tnmours,  sanguineous 
or  purulent,  developed  in  the  reeto-vsginal  pouch*  By 
means  of  the  uterine  sound  it  is  easy  to  cUminate  the 


uterus  from  the  morbid  problem,  but  it  is 
difficult  to  distinguish  an  incident  ovarian  froma  pelvic 
tumour,  in  oases  aimilar  to  those  dsseribsd  by  Jh* 
S^mour,  where  the  fidling  of  the  ovarian  tumour  mto 
the  recto-vaginal  pdtadi  gives  rise  to  excessive,  pam.  A 
few  days  will  genetaUy  suffice  to  desr  up  the  difficultiss 
of>i|agnosis,  for  while  the  distressmg  symptoms  attendsnt 
^R  fne  potttion  of  the  tumour  diminisb,  or  at  lesst  do  not 
increase,  the  constitutional  symptoms  willinareasetf  the  ' 
tumour  be  purulent,  and  it  will  most  likely  pofait  towsrds 
the  vagina,  the  raotum,  or  the  skin,  in  the  inguinal  rsgion* 
In  very  rare  cases,  however,  it  nsay  happen  that  a  pumknt 
tumour  attains  a  large  size  in  the  recto-vaginal  pouch, 
without  the  diflkulty  of  dJagnorfs  behig  dimmished,  ss 
when  they  imitate  those  ovarian  tumours  which  are  qidte 
round,  central,  painful,  and  bulge  into  the  vagina.  In  a 
very  intnesting  case,  recorded  at  great  length,  by  Dr. 
Camus,  (iesrue  M^dieale,  1838,)  the  patient  would  oer- 
tsinly  have  been  considered  to  be  suffering  from  ovsrisn 
dropsy  if  it  had  not  been  known  that  the  disease  orighi- 
ated  in  the  cnlpsble  introduction  of  an  instrument  into 
the  womb  to  procure  abortion.  The  tumour  took 
several  months  to  attain  tiie  umbilicus.  In  this  esse 
an  obscurity  in  the  disgnosis  was  not  much  to  be  re- 
gretted as  it  did  not  increase  the  difficulty  of  the  trest- 
ment.  The  indications  were  similar  in  the  event  of 
either  disease,  and  a  vaginal  punctore  of  the  bnlgiog 
portion  which  did  cure  the  abscess,  might  also  have 
radically  cured  the  ovsrian  cyst,  u  has  happened  in  msny 
an  instance. 

Sanffumeout  peMe  inmoun  are  mors  Ukdy  to  be 
confounded  with  incipient  ovarian  tumours,  and  sS  they 
have  not  been  described  by  clasdc  authors  and  htte 
been  but  lately  investigated  by  French  pathoIogistB,  it 
may  be  well  to  glance  at  their  history.  In  the  midit 
of  menstrual  disorders,  consistang  in  the  flow  bong 
more  or  less  abundant  and  painful  than  ususl,  intense 
hypogastric  pain  arises  with  fever,  whidi  last  a  few  days, 
then  ensues  a  dull  heavy  bearing  down  pain  in  the 
hypogsstric  region,  and  a  laige  collection  of  blood  forms 
in  the  recto-vsgmal  pouch,  which,  by  pressing  the  rectum 
in  and  against  the  concavity  of  the  sacrum,  gives  me  to 
obstinate  constipation,  whilst  by  pressing  the  urethia 
against  the  pubes,  the  same  tumour  causes  a  difficulty  or 
impossibility  of  passing  water.  At  first  fluctuation 
may  be  easily  detected  in  this  tumour,  but  when  the 
blood  coagulates  it  becomes  herd,  and  in  one  instsnoe 
was  mistaken  by  Malgaigne  fbr  a  fibrous  tumour  cf 
the  womb.  The  tumour  often  disappears  by  resolution, 
or  else  it  may  open  and  discharge  its  contents  m  the 
vagina  or  the  rectum. 

These  details  are  suffident  to  show  that  when  ovsrisn 
qrsts  are  so  confined  by  false  membranes,  as  to  be 
developed  in  the  recto-vaginal  poudi,  it  may  be  difficult 
to  distinguish  them  firom  sanguineous  pelvic  tumours, 
but  the  more  rapid  growth  of  the  latter  and  thdr  early 
fluctuation,  enable  the  pnctitioner  to  form  a  correct 
qpinion,  and  time  will  pve  certainty  to  the  diagnosis* 

[To  be  eoBtfaael.] 
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REMARKS 

ONTHB 

^TBEATHBNT  OF  BUBiNS  AND  SCALDS. 
By  W.  J.  MOORE,  Eso., 


olUn  dapoMl  on  the  modoof  traatniflnt  adopted  wbcn 
iha  pAtiMit  M  iM  broqgbt  voder  tiko  ewe  of  the  foiveoD, 
not  only  as  regaida  the  eonatitiitkMMa  meaMiree  taken* 
.bnt  aleo  the  eztenal  applieationB  then  had  leeonne  to. 
The  aamerooa  draMnngi  which,  fronn  time  to  tfone, 
Jbave  had  their  ad?oeatea^  nndonbtedly  aet  mnoh  m  the 
name  maoner—pref  kiting  eiporare  to  the  atmosphere ; 
bnt  from  their  plomlity  it  heoomee  somewhat  difficolt 
to  make  a  selection  of  that  most  appropriate,  eapeeially 
■no  many  are  recommended,  backed  by  an  equality  of 
^testimony  and  evidence.  In  making  snch  selection, 
^danoe  should  be  taken,  not  from  the  reputation  wjiich 
■Qch  and  snch  an  application  may  happen  to  possess, 
Imt  rather  from  the  characters  of  the  bum  itself, 
injories  of  a  moderate  nature  requiring  different,  and 
perhaps  more  careftil  treatment  in  the  first  instance, 
than  those  of  a  more  severe  description. 

Probably  few  things  are  more  distressing,  both  to  the 
'witnesses  and  the  sufferers,  than  cases  of  bad  bums ; 
-nnd  this  remsrk  is  not  only  applicable  to  the  time  when 
the  burnt  part  is  undergoing  cicatrisation,  but  tells 
'with  doable  force  when,  from  contracdons  and  loss  of 
Integument,  an  eye  is  rendered  almost  useless,  a  limb 
becomes  an  absolute  incumbrance,  or  the  chest  and 
««hin  unite.  Happily  such  cases  are  now  rare;  but 
irequently,  and  notwithstsnding  the  greatest  care,  some 
j^pproach  to  such  a  state  is  inevitable;  it  is,  therefore, 
4ft  consequence  that  any  treatment  tending  to  obviate 
^these  unpleasant  resulte  should  be  propagated  and  made 
known  as  universally  as  possible. 

Nesrly  three  years  back  Dr.  Steward,  who  wafrat 
that  time  my  colleague  in  this  institution,  first  reoom- 
mended  and  brought  into  practice  the  use  of  creasoto 
<ni  as  an  application  to  bums  and  scalds.  I  at  that 
time  bore  testimony  to  Dr.  Steward's  estimate  of  its 
worth,  and  gave  in  one  of  the  periodicals  my  opinion  of 
its  mode  of  operation  when  employed  in  such  cases. 
Subsequent  experience,  without  diminishing  my  frith  in 
ite  efficacy  as  an  application,  has,  however,  led  me  to  use 
-it  only  in  a  certain  class  of  cases ;  and  the  same  ex- 
4>erience  has  also  led  me  to  make  use  of  other  applica- 
tions, which  perhaps  I  may  feel  justified  in  recommend- 
ing to  notice. 

Of  coarse  a  bum  or  scald  denotes  inflammation, 
which  inflammation  is  followed  by  ito  necessary  con- 
neqnences,  precisely  ss  though  set  up  by  a  totally 
'different  caose ;  the  first  indication,  therefore,  is  to  keep 
down  such  action,  and  limit  the  mischief  which  may 
probably  arise.  And  for  a  very  slight  bum  or  scald 
this  object  cannot  be  better  fulfilled  than  by  the  con- 
stant employment  of  cold;  and  as  an  amplication  in 
n  be  better  than  witnr,  to  which 


a  tmall  qnantily  of  «ther  or  spirit  has  been  added;  or 
otherwise  a  pieoe  of  metal— brass  or  lead— will  be  foond 
a  very  convenient  snbstitate.  This  plan  of  treatmentp 
however,  wiU  not  do  if  much  of  the  surfrce  be  injured, 
and  it'ttien  beooBes  necessary  to  use  an  appUeatipn 
which  will  both  afibrd  some  degree  of  stimnlns  to  the 
part,  and  sid  fai  relieving  congestion  of  hiteraal  organs. 
4tidh  an  application  presento  itself  in  ereasote  oU,  and 
of  n  bum  or  scald  will  j^iria  in  bnms  of  thb  description  where  ito  use  is  most 


Supposing  n  person  to  have  the  misfortane  to  bnm 
pert,  say,  for  instance,  the  forearm  and  hands ; 
supposing  the  bum  to  be  of  that  character  which  may 
be  ssld  to  partake  of  the  first  and  second  degree  of 
bxtensityv  having  several  bUsters  already  formed,  I 
should  recommend,  and  have  practised  with  great 
succees,  the  following  treatment :— Any  vesicles  present 
are  to  be  first  punctured,  and  the  parta  then  dressed 
over  with  creasoto  oil  by  means  of  a  feather  or  brush, 
and  allowed  to  remain  exposed  a  short  time.  Xhla 
genersUy  has  the  effect  of  immediately  relieving  the 
pain,  whidi  perhaps  may  be  due  to  the  coagulation  of 
the  albumen  contained  in  the  serum  thrown. out,  by  tho 
creasoto ;  which  fret  is  rendered  apparent  by  the  forma- 
tion of  a  white  film  wherever  the  oil  touches  the 
abraded  surfrce.  It  thus  prevento  the  contact  of  the 
ah*.  A  minuto  or  two  having  elapsed  the  dressings 
should  be  repeated,  and  the  whole  parta  (if  the  hands) 
enveloped  in  strips  of  linen,  slightly  oiled,  with  a 
bandage  over  all,  for  better  secority  of  the  dressings. 
Tn  sach  a  case  as  the  one  supposed,  the  core  will  be 
complete  in  two  or  three  dressings;  and  it  is  well 
worthy  of  notice,  that  if  the  creasoto  oil  is  applied  soon 
after  ttie  receipt  of  the  bum,  it  will  eflfectnally.  prevent 
any  large  amount  of  vesication. 

I  have  recommended  envelopment  in  oiled  linen  after 
the  application  of  the  ereasote,  on  account  of  the 
situation  of  the  parte  supposed  to  be  injured,  but  the 
effect  is  equal,  and  in  some  cases  more  msrked,  when 
no  other  application  whatever,  excepting  the  creasoto 
oil,  is  used.  Should  the  leg  be  the  part  burned,  and 
the  patient  be  able  to  lie  by  for  some  time,  I  should  not 
use  anything  except  the  ereasote;  either  preventing 
contact  of  the  clothes  by  means  of  a  cradle,  (if  the 
patient,  as  is  the  case  in  a  hospital,  can  be  made  to  lie 
in  bed,)  or  otherwise  by  means  of  a  sort  of  funnel^ 
composed  of  cane  hoops  and  linen,  easily  adapted 
round  the  limb.  The  application  of  the  creeaote  shouUl 
then  be  performed  twice  a  day.  The  parte  where  there 
are  no  vesications  are  well  at  the  second  dressing,  and 
the  vesicated  parta  become  oovered  with  coagulated 
seram,  which  forms  a  scab,  and  makes  the  best  pro- 
tection which  can  by  any  possibility  be  devised.  The 
core  is  thereby  rendered  easy,  painless,  certain,  and 
without  smell,  and  the  scab  in  a  short  time  becomes 
detached  from  the  newly-healed  surface.  I  have  treated 
targe  portions  of  the  leg,  thigh,  and  body  in  this  way, 
the  scabs  formed  gradually  shelling  off  from  the  cir- 
iwiferance  inwards;  but  of  course  it  is  always  proper 
to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  loss  of  the  cuticle,  which  it 
very  linbte  to  ho  nibbed  off  daring  oonvajaoce  to  n 
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hofpitel,  removal  of  clothes,  8tc.  Tim  traatmait  b 
peeuliari  J  applicable  to  bnnu  of  the  ftoe  where  then  is 
diAcolty  in  retaining  an/  dressing.  Hie  ofl,  faowcTer, 
may  easUj  be  q>p]ied,  die  only  care  requisite  being 
tint  it  does  not  enter  the  eyes,  as  from  its  stimulating 
properties  it  would  cause  great  pafai,  and  perhaps  some 
degree  of  inflammation ;  should  this  accident  happen, 
it  is  best  to  bathe  the  eye  immediately  wkh  a  Uttle 
water.  Many  persons  have  expressed  to  me  their 
fears  for  the  consequences  of  not  covering  the  parts, 
otherwise  than  by  the  creasote,  particularly  when,  as 
sometimes  happens,  the  patient  is  obliged  to  go  out 
into  the  open  air  immediately  afterwards ;  more  covering, 
however,  is  not  at  all  necessary.  Burnt  fttces  frequently 
are  dressed  and  sent  away  exposed,  and  without  any  bad 
results.  One  case  partieulariy  intrudes  itself  into  my 
recollection,  which  strongly  illustrates  this  fSsct  :— 

A  man  applied  during  the  winter  of  1849,  having  his 
feoe  burnt  by  an  explosion  of  gunpowder.  He  was 
dressed  with  creasote,  and  taken  into  the  ward;  he, 
however,  would  not  stop,  and  starting  off  home  walked 
a  distance  upwards  of  four  miles,  there  being  at  the 
time  a  high  and  bitterly  odd  wind.  When  he  pre- 
sented himself  next  morning  he  stated  he  had  felt  no 
pain  from  the  exposure,  the  film  of  coagulation  having 
effectually  acted  as  a  preservative  against  the  piercing 
blasts.  He  continued  hu  visits  to  the  hospital  until 
cured,  and  was  exposed  in  like  manner  every  day. 

I  trust  enough  has  been  said  to  prove  there  is  some 
efficacy  in  this  mode  of  treatment,  and  should  any  feel 
disposed  to  give  it  a  trial,  I  &ncy  they  will  not  be 
disappointed  regarding  the  results. 

I  occasionally,  however,  treat  bums  in  a  different 

*  manner,  but,  as  I  said  before,  am  r^ulated  in  my 
application  by  the  character  of  the  injury.  A  very 
good  plan  is  to  i^ply  a  thick  solution  of  gum,  aHowing 
it  to  dry  on  the  parti,  which  it  speedily  does,  forming 
a  kind  of  mail  coat,  which  also  acts  effectually  as  a 
preservative  from  the  atmosphere.  This,  when  dry, 
cracks,  and  in  a  few  days  peels  off,  leaving  the  parts 
more  or  less  healed.  This  is  a  very  good  mode  of 
treatment  when  the  smell  of  creasote  is  strongly  objected 
to,  which  idiosyncracy  is  sometimes  met  with. 

Another  very  good  application,  and  one  which  I  can 
recommend,  is  an  ointment,  containing  a  proportion  of 

•  hydrocyanic  add,  or  rather,  more  properly  speaking, 
a  liniment;  my  application  being  composed  of  olive 
oil,  hydrocyanic  add,  tLndJre$h  burd*  The  value  of  the 
application  evidenUy  consists  in  the  hydrocyanic  acid- 
allaying  the  pain,  which  it  does  to  a  great  degree. 
Probably  the  virtue  of  the  famous  quack  remedy — the 
laurel  ointment,  depends  on  the  same  cause. 

When  called  upon  to  treat  bums  of  the  third  d^i^ree, 
where  sloughing  and  loss  of  substance  is  inevitable,  as 
it  matters  but  little  what  application  is  made  use  of  in 
the  first  instance,  I  generally  smear  the  parts  with 
some  oily  material,  or  carron  oil,  if  procurable,  and 
then  envelop  them  in  a  JUamel  roller.  This  is  allowed 
to  remain  for  some  days,  until  suppuration  haa  oom< 
meooed,  when  it  is  removed,  and  either  a  poultice  or 
Hut,  soaked  in  lakewarm  water,  used  in  its  stead.    The 


ulcers  which  result,  of  course  must  be  dealt  viOk 
according  to  approved  surgical  prindples,  but  they  iriU 
be,  under  sny  treatment,  suffidentiy  troubleiome.  Tbe 
dkief  pcHnt  is  to  repress  tlie  exuberance  of  the  grun- 
lations,  which  tend  to  render  the  cicatrix  unsightly,  tad 
also  retard  that  desirable  process ;  while  psddmg  mi 
splintering  must  also  be  kept  in  view,  to  prevent  the 
lamentable  contractions  so  disposed  to  take  place.  I 
may  liere  also  obseiYe,  that  consistent  with  clesBlinew^ 
the  Isss  ftvquendy  a  bum  tt  drmftd,  the  more  Ukdy 
will  the  patient  be  to  progresa  fiivonrably,  as  tniftiBBt 
exposures  are  thereby  avoided.  Andlalsoampemsded, 
that  when  a  large  surfroe  has  suffered,  only  a  part  of 
that  sur&ce  should  be  exposed  at  one  time;  smm 
dMUgmUia  in  the  treatment  of  bums  is  thorongyj 
d^recated.  ' 

Not  the  least  difficult  part  in  the  management  of 
a  case  is  the  internal  treatment,  when  a  bum  or  icsld  ■ 
of  a  severe  description.  The  siiock  to  the  fyBtem  it 
exhibited  by  the  shivering,  paleness,  weak  poise,  or 
perhaps  stupor,  present,  and  imperatively  calls  fat 
brandy,  wine,  or  other  stimulants.  In  slighter  cimi, 
however,  warmth  to  the  feet,  and  a  Uttle  warm  tea  only 
are  requisite.  Perhaps  the  most  danger,  particiilarly 
in  children,  occurs  about  the  fourth  day,  when  the  loogs 
frequently  become  congested  and  difficulty  of  breathinf 
results.  Antiphlogistic  treatment  must  then  be  adopted 
and  leeches  applied  to  the  spine,  with  antimony  in- 
ternally, perhaps  combined  with  compound  tioctore  of 
cardamoms  or  sulphuric  aether.  It  is  believed  aevenl 
lives  have  been  saved  by  this  treatment,  whicfa  «oaU 
have  been  sacrificed  had  stimulants  been  altogether  per- 
severed with  as  frequently  advised* 

There  is  one  drug  which  is  frequently  xeoommended 
m  bums,  vis.,  opium,  but  it  is  for  the  most  pait  un- 
advisable,  adding  as  it  does  to  the  cosgertion  snd 
stupor  already  present;  the  only  time  when  it  sppesrs 
to  be  proper,  is  when  diarrhoea  has  supervened,  when 
it  frequentiy^roduoes  great  comfort  and  is  evideady 
productive  of  good.  Hyoacyamoa  is  the  prefenUe 
drug,  should  a  sedative  be  wished  for  in  these  esses. 

CTo  be  ooBtimttd*] 
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Fbw  local  aflments  unattended  with  continued  in- 
flammation, occasion  so  much  pain  and  inconvenieDoe 
as  loose  cartilages  in  the  knee-joint.  Therefore  per- 
sons dependent  on  active  exertion  for  their  livelihood, 
and  others  who  may  be  anxious  to  be  at  once  freed  from 
the  complaint,  have  from  time  to  time  submitted  to  tfas 
operation  for  their  removal,  and  though  this  h>i 
generally  been  successful,  yet  it  has  not  nnfreqnentiy 
been  followed  by  violent  "inflammation,*  fover,.  snd 


•  rU9  *'  M«dloo.CIilraTKied  TraaMetioMi**  voL  xl«^  p«c»  VT*  «* 
Coopef  s  <«  Basted  DtetioiMry.''  Aitklt-^  Loon  Ottdh|«iia  MtmT 
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death."  Am  a  rabstitate  for  so  gn?e  aa  altematife, 
Mr.  Key,  in  his  Taloable  work  "  On  Practical  Surgery/' 
reoomniended  the  continaed  nae  of .  a'  "  weU-adaptad 
knee-cap,  and  which  produced  a  core  in  aome  caaea 
recorded  by  him.  Bot  in  other  casea  the  efieoti  wen 
merely  palliative  and  only  to  be  secnred  by  a  perpetoal 
use  of  the  knee-cap.  Cooper,  in  the  serenth  edition, 
{page  850,)  of  hie  ''Surgical  Dietipnary,"  oAn 
little  hope  froijk  any  other  treatment,  than  that' «f 
cxdaion.  He  8ayi:^"Ifwe  except  an  inciaion  into 
the  joint  for  the  purpose  of  extracting  theae  cartilaginous 
formations,  we  are  not  acquainted  with  any  certain 
■means  of  freeing  a  patient  from  the  inconvenience  of 
the  complaint." 

The  successfnl  issue  of  the  following  case  induces  me 
to  record  ic  with  the  hope  that  others  will  give  the  same 
mode  of  treatment  a  trial,  and  if  from  fUrtber  experi- 
ments it  shall  be  found  productive  of  the  same  results,. 
4heB  another  safe  means  may  be  offered  the  patient  of 
■avoiding  the  dangers  attendant  upon  incisions  into  the 
large  joints.  It  is  probable  that  the  different  results 
from  the  same  mode  of  treatment  will  be  found  to 
depend  upon  the  greater  or  less  predominance  of  osseous 
or  cartilaginous  matter  in  these  substances.  But  as 
this  cannot  be  determined  before  hand,  it  will  of  course 
be  light  to  propose  to  the  patient  the  advantage  of  a 
•aafa  and  mild  course  of*  treatment,  before  subjecting 
him  to  an  operation  uncertain  in  its  effects  on  health 
■and  life  itself. 

A.  B.,  a  healthy  young  woman,  aged  22,  acting  as 
tMmsemaid  in  a  gentleman's  family,  applied  to  me  in 
April  1851,  on  account  of  a  violent  pain,  occaaionaUy 
Ibit  in  the  left  knee-joint.  It  had  existed  for  some  time, 
Imt  becoming  worse  and  •  more  frequent  she  could 
Imrely  perform  her  ordinary  duties.  I  found  a  substance 
of  an  oval  form,  rather  less  than  a  flattened  sparrow's 
eggt  lying  on  the  inner  side  of  the  ligamentum  patellae, 
^and  in  front  of  the  semilunar  cartilage.  It  was  moveable 
l>ut  could  not  be  forced  into  the  cavity  of  the  joint ; 
preaaure  gave  considerable  pain;  ordinarily  the  knee 
was  free  from  pain.  .  I  began  the  treatment  by  strapping 
and  bandaging  the  joint,  avoiding  direct  pressura  over 
the  substance.  This  plan  afforded  so  little  relief,  and 
the  frequent  returns  of  pain  so  much  interfered  with  her 
duties  that  the  necessity  for  an  operation  was  considered. 
To  avoid  this  extreme  measure  I  tried  the  effects  of 
increasing  the  action  of  the  absort>ents  by  blisters  re- 
peated every  two  or  three  weeks,  and  by  friction  in  the 
intervals  with  compound  iodine  ointment.  Under  this 
trnatment,  the  substance  lessened  and  became  small 
enough  to  slip  frequently  between  the  articular  surfaces, 
causing  intolerable  pain  and  the  risk  of  suddenly  falling 
do)m.  -  Absorption  continued,  and  at  the  end  of  about 
i  months  the  patient  ceased  to  feel  pain  or  incon- 
and  now,  (May  25th,  1852,)  I  can  discover 
no,  remains  of  loose  cartilage.  With  the  exception  of 
aome  irregularity  in  menstruation,  which  yielded  to  a 
abort  course  of  iodide  of  iron,  her  health  has  been 
perfectly  good,  nor  have  any  unpleasant  effects  followed 
tlie  long-continued  use.of  the  iodine  ointmjont. 

Wrexham,  May,  1852. 
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By  stanhope  TEMPLEMAN   SPEER,    M.D., 
Chbltxnham. 

TffB  next  singular  proof  of  the  belief  in  the  life  of 
VLe  blood,  entertained  more  especially  during  the 
middle  ages,  is  to  be  found  in  the  superstitious  notion 
that  when  an  individual  had  been  murdered,  his  blood 
would^  begin  to  flow  afresh  at  the  sight  of  the  murderer, 
demanding  as  it  were  justice  and  revenge. 

The  origin  of  tiiis  belief  appears  undetermined.  We 
know  neither  the  people  among  whom  it  took  its  rise, 
nor  the  period  at  which  it  became  general.  This,  how- 
ever, we  know,  that  in  the  twelfth  ceptury  it  was  one 
of  many  other  superstitions,  founded  upon  a  miscon- 
ception of  certain  natural  phenomena,  and  was  con- 
sidered worthy  of  implicit  confidence. 

In  1189  Henry  II.,  of  England,  died  at  Chinon,  in 
Tonraine,  and  was  conveyed,  according  to  his  previously 
expressed  wish,  to  Fontevrault.  The  body  was  lying  in 
the  Church  of  the  Abbey,  waiting  for  interment,  when 
Richard,  afterwards  Coeuf  d«  Lion,  arrived.  On  enter- 
ing the  Church  and  approaching  his  father's  coffin,  he 
perceived  that  his  countenance  was  contracted,  and  gave 
evidence  of  a  painful  death.  Richard  shuddered  at  this 
spectacle,  remembering  all  the  wrongs  he  had  done  his 
fattier,  and  the  oppositibn  he  had  ever  made  to  him. 
He  knelt  at  the  altar,  and  the  historians  of  the  time 
assure  us  that  during  his  stay  in  the  Church,  blood  con- 
tinued to  flow  from  the  nostrils  of  the  corpse.  (Regis 
utroeque  nans  sanguine  coepit  manare  et  quamdiu  filins 
in  Ecclesid  fuerat  not  cessavit.— ;9cripfa  rerum  Fyanci' 
carum,  xviii.,  158.) 

In  the  sixteenth  century  the  same  belief  prevailed  in 
Italy.  Come  de  Medicis,  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany, 
caused  his  son  Garcias  to  be  put  to  death,  because  his 
second  son,  the  Cardinal  de  Medici,  having  been 
assassinated,  the  blood  of  the  murdered  man  burst  out 
at  the  sight  of  Garcias.  Thus  tiie  false  interpretation 
of  a  medical  fact,  true  in  itself,  has  cost  the  life  of  more 
than  one  innocent  individual,  and  we  cannot  avoid 
surprise  at  finding  that  in  the  seventeenth  century — the 
age  more  especially  of  literature,  taste,  and  refinement — 
the  same  superstition  should  have  existed  in  full  force, 
and  that  the  practice  of  appealing  to  the  blood  of  a 
murdered  individual  was  general. 

Ranchin,  ChaUcellor  of  the  University  of  Montpellier, 
has  written  a  very  singular  monogr^h  upon  this  sub- 
ject, entitied  '*Trut^  s^r  les  causes  de  la  cmentation 
des  corps  morts  en  presenee  des  meurtriers."  He 
enters  upon  bis  subject  in  the  following  manner:—  • 
''We  look  with  pity  and  oommiteration  upon  a  naked 

*  Concluded  from  page  16».  ^ 
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•Offpia^  pioroed  with  woundB,  and  without  any  appear- 
oT  life;  we  lee  the  judges,  with  certain  oere- 
,  praienft  the  indtvideal  auapected  of  being  the 
BMuderer,  and  plaoe  him  before  the  body,  and  we 
behold  with  delight  the  doeed  woonds  re-open  sponta- 
neenily,  and  pour  forth  biood»  which  criei  for  Tengeanee 
■ad  demande  jvetioe.  la  not  this  enough  to  astonish 
philosophers,  phyrioians,  and  theohigians."  RaachiA, 
in  treating  of  the  subject,  does  so  with  the  ntmoet 
lolbmnity  and  good  Ihith,  conducting  his  inquiry  as 
Bdnntely  as  did  Don  Calmet  with  regtrd  to  the  vampirBs. 
He  divides  his  work  into  twelve  chapters,  in  which  he 
MdeaTOurs  to  elucidate  the  following  questions  :— 

1st  If  the  oroentstion  of  dead  bodiea  before  tiieir 
■inrdefers  be  an  absolute  foet  ? 

Snd,  If  the  aiqpearance  of  the  phenomena  to  the 
judges  and  witnesses  be  snfident  to  condemn  the  accused 
to  death. 

8rd.  What  are  the  ceremonies  to  be  obeenr^  by  the 
Judfss  in  presenting  a  suspected  murderer  to  a  dead 
body? 

4th.  What  are  the  opinions  of  theologians  upon  tibis 
Ml4eol»  as  lo  whether  this  efltasionof  blood  depend  upon 
natural  or  supernatural  causes  ? 

6th.  If  demons  and  sorcerers  may  oanse  the  eUbsion 
«f  blood? 

6th.  Ifthesoulofthedeadpersonistobeoonsideied 
M  retwnini  end  causbg  the  eflbsion  ? 

The  remaining  chepters.  am  filled  with  inquiries 
nlatlfe  to  the  power  of  spirits,  the  existence  of  sym- 
pelhj  or  antipathy,  or  the  agency  of  extsmal  causes  in 
prodttdng  these  effects.  In  foct,  the  whole  subject  ■ 
trailed  of  in  the  most  complete  manner.  The  illna- 
trione  professor  exhibits  indeed  a  marrellous  amount 
0f  erudition,  and  occasionally  his  good  sense  direste 
ItMlf  for  a  moment  of  the  supeiatitious  belief  of  the 
■ges  he,  nevertheless,  adopts  the  worst  of  theoriea,  and 
r^ieots  the  only  good  one.  Ranchin,  hi  foc^  condndes 
that  the  phenomena  depend  on  the  miraculous  interven- 
thm  of  the  Divinity,  with  a  view  to  the  detection  of  the 
culprit ;  hi  other  esses  he  attributes  them  to  the  mfluence 
of  deosons,  endeavouring  to  destroy  hmooent  individuals. 
He  tfane  cntiieiy  rejects  the  only  true  theoiy,  that  of 
n  raUe  of  vltelity  hi  the  bkwd  itsdH 

The  pheoomenon  hi  qoestion,  however,  afibrds  its  own 
explication,  without  having  reoouie  to  other  cansee  than 
ihoeeof  a  vital  daiacter,  smce  authentic  focts  prove, 
that  such  posthumous  haemotrhage  may  occur  in  cases 
of  natural  death,  and  even  several  days  after  the  extinction 
oflifo. 

During  our  short  period  of  existence,  our  corporeal 
organs,  linked  as  it  were  to  the  vital  flame,  become 
separated  from  it  at  death,  only  by  effort.  They  re, 
tain  always  for  a  time,  some  few  sparks  of  that  divine 
Are  which  has  animated  and  directed  them  during  the 
eurt  period  of  tfane  which  they  have  traversed  together. 
Aa^vood  remahis  stffl  in  a  state  of  ignition  after  the 
4eme  hse  been  eztiqguished,  so  with  our  hitemal 
■MHi'i  >o  withtheheert,  that  centre  of  ssqguiAoation-* 
ost  noble,  (he  most  mysterious,  whether  physically 
illy»  of  the  centres  which  preidde  over  the  acta  of 


vitality.  Tbus,  as  the  blood  is  the  fostfomsticnifr 
tile  embryo,  snd  as  in  foot  the  first  blood  globole  is  the 
primordial  rudiment,  to  which  the  principle  of  life  is 
attached,  so  is  it  the  last  to  die,  and  the  most  teoaaoes 
of  preeerring  the  last  trace  of  eriatence.  It  was  flii 
characteristic  that  constituted  one  of  the  principal 
arguments  of  Hervey,  who  with  justioe  speaka  cf  tlie 
blood,  aa  tiie  firat  to  live,  tiielast to  die;  the  *'pnmm' 

To  the  preceding  superstition,  there  succeeds  oae 
still  more  incredible,  but  equally  capable  of  beariiy 
witnem  to  the  truth  of  the  aaaertion— that  tiie  **Wr 
qfth^Mood'*  was  an  idea  universelly  diifosed  smoH 
all  daaaea,  at  the  period  alluded  to.  Yampiiiam,  bdeed, 
beara  more  than  any  otiier  superstition  upon  the  salqeet 
under  eonsidemtion ;--«  moral  epidemic,  and  one  of  the 
moat  degrading  that  the  human  race  have  to  beashaoied 
of.  It  waa  at  the  commencement  of  the  same  eightemth 
century,  whidi  was  designated  as  the  age  of  phikMophy, 
that  it  prevailed  in  Hungary,  Motaria,  and  even  ia 
France. 

It  ia  not  very  certun  how  the  idea  originated,. 
'tiiat  if  one  of  tiro  enemies  were  to  die,  he  bad  tiie 
power  of  feappeaiing  and  recovering  hie  life,  by  aaddag 
the  blood  of  the  anrvivor.  Of  course  the  indiridaal 
believing  thia  superstition  waa  liable  to  dreams,  and 
malevolBnt  apectres  foiled  not  to  puraoe  and  auck  tiieae 
imaginary  victims,  who  were  far  more  to  be  pitied  tfaaa 
real  mvaUds,  and  thus  it  was  that  a  portion  of  Eorope^ 
waa  for  ten  yeers  frightened  firom  its  propriety.  Whit 
could  be  more  natural  timn  the  recital  of  a  dream,  OKie- 
eqwcfoUy  if  eztraonfinary  ?  and  when  lepeated  froai 
month  to  month,  with  the  usul  additions,  whstsion 
fikdy  way  of  rendetii^  the  soperstitkm  general?  It 
became  so  hi  foct,  end  the  effect  was  so  mgiA  that  the 
exhansted  dreamer  died  In  a  state  of  syncope,  ihe 
victim  of  a  diseased  imaghiatwn. 

To  arrest  this  species  of  mental  epidemic,  it  wai^ 
thought  better  to  humour  it  to  a  certain  degree,  snd 
the  magistrates  of  the  period  appear  to  have  adopted 
the  best  meens  of  putting  a  stop  to  it.  They  began  by 
givfaig  hi  to  the  popuhur  bdief  on  the  subject,  snd  pre- 
tended hideed,  that  they  themselves  believed  faivam* 
pfaism.  To  save  tiie  living,  however,  it  was  tiioo^ 
necessary  to  violate  the  sepnltare  of  the  dead.  In  doieg 
so,  the  most  rigorous  exactitude  was  obaerved,  and 
everything  conducted  in  tiie  most  approved  l^gal  feshion  ; 
evidence  was  taken,  witneases  wera  brought  up  on  bolh 
sides,  &c.  &c.,  snd  if  any  imaginary  evidence  of  vaai- 
piriam  waa  detected  on  the  bodiee  of  tiioae,  whom 
public  opinion  accused,  their  bodies  were  forthwifo 
decapitated  and  burnt  by  the  public  executioner. 

If,  then,  eccordhig  to  popuhur  bdief,  tiie  blood  bas^ 
had  the  power  of  resusdtating  the  dead;— if,  ui  the 
eleventh  book  of  the  Odyssy,  it  restores  to  Oe  shsdes 
of  tiie  departed  tiie  foculty  of  speech  which  they  bed 
fost  at  deatii;--]f  tiie  diadeof  TiieSMS  pronounced  Hs 
orades  only  after  drinUng  of  that  bhwd,  which,  irhfle 
bubbBng  hi  its  infbmal  receptacle,  attracted  around  it 
the  departed  souls,  tidrsting  fyt  a  vfettms  blood;-ir 
^  fiukl  which  flowed  from  tiie  wound  hdttoted  b^ 
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Japiter  upon  Satnm  should,  in  felling  on  the  earth, 
have  prodnoed  m  race  of  giants;— if  the  blood  of  an 
outraged  parent,  should  (as  when  Coelos  was  mutilated 
by  Satnrn)  giye  origin  to.  the  Furies ;— and  if,  histly, 
the  blood  oonld  give  life  to  bodies  hitherto  unpooseesed 
of  it,  and  return  it  to  those  that  had  lost  it,  is  it  to  be 
doubted,  that  a  like  belief  may  have  led  to  its  employ- 
inent  as  a  medicinal  Agent?  And  in  tmth  such  was 
the  case.  j 

The  Romans  for  instance,  when  a  gladiator  waa^. 
expiring,  rushed  to  drink  of  his  warm  gushing  blood, 
for  the  blood  of  the  gladiator  was  looked  upon  as  a 
specific  in  cases  of  epilepsy.  Thus  Celsus,  (Lib.  iil, 
cap.ii.,sec.  1008ay8:~"Quindemjugulastigladiatoris 
calido  sanguine  poto,  tali  morbo  se  liberamnt.''  ^rk^ 
according  to  Plmy,  (book  zzv).,  chapt.  5.)  The 
elephantiasis  of  the,  Romans  could  only  be  cured  by 
baths  mixed  with  humaa  blood. 

The  belief  in  the  remedial  efficacy  of  the  blood  re- 
appears during  the  reign  of  Louis  XI.  of  France.  It 
<seems  that  old  men  were  then  in  the  habit  of  drinking 
it,  with  the  idew  to  the  restoration  of  youthful  Yigour; 
and  the  kiog  himself  is  reported  to  have  drunk  that  of  a 
cfaOd  with  th^  same  motive;  thus  almost  reaUsii^  ^ 
'fiible  of  the  vampires. 

It  is  said  that  this  singular  custom  was  introduced 
hj  Jewish  physicians,  who,  during  the  middle  ages,  were 
privileged  tp  be  the  physicians  of  the  whole  of  Europe. 
If  this  assertion  be  true,  it  is  singular  that  such  ^ 
practice  should  have  originated  among  those  whose 
religion  stnctly  prohibited  its  employment,  and  who, 
while  forbidden  to  use  it  as  food,  should,  have  done  so 
as  a  medicine. 

But  it  has  been  sometimes  thought  necessary  to 
-diminish  the  vital  energies;  and  at  the  time  that  this , 
idea  prevailed,  it  was  as  usual,  carried  out  through  thb 
instrun^entality  of  the  blood,  the  inconsiderate  ex- 
lienditure  of  which,  surpasses  all  that  has  been  sarcasti- 
-cally  said  by  Lesage  and  Beaumarchais^  against  the 
abuse  of  venesection. 

There  is  a  period  in  history,  extending  over  about  six 
■centuries,  during  which  the  ridiculous  expression, 
"minution,"  served  to  express  a  still  more  ridiculous 
^custom.  It  was  this: — ^Whether  sick  or  well,  no 
inhabitant  of  a  cloister  was  exempt  from  the  stroke  of 
the  lancet,  and  when  once  the  vein  had  been  opened, 
the  blood  was  allowed  to  flow,  until  arrested  by  the 
superior  of  the  cloister,  that  individual  alone  having 
the  right  to  apply  the  compress.  This  custom  had  been 
so  abused  in  some  convents,  that  Louis  IX.  was  under 
the  necessity  of  imposing  certain  restrictions  upon  the 
inmates  of  the  Hotel  Dieu  of  Pontoise,  by  which  they 
-ipere  prevented  from  being  bled  oftener  than  five  times 
a  year— viz.,  at  Christmas,  Lent,  Easter,  in  the  month 
of  August,  and  on  All  Saints'  day. 

It  is  reported  by  certain  histoi;iBns,  that  up  to  so 
recent  a  period  as  the  year  1788,  there  were  some 
religious  orders,  amongst  whom  venesection  constituted 
a  species  of  discipline,  to  be  undergone  at  least  onee  a 
year.  To  render  this  as  little  irksome  as  possible,  thd 
iday  on  which  the  op9catioi>  W98.  psrfQrm^d,  .piHtook  of  | 


the  character  of  a  festival.  The  oommonity  was  divitled 
into  two  parts,  each  of  which,  on  a  given  day,  underwent 
phlebotomy;  during  the  three  succeeding  days,  those 
who  had  undergone  the  process  were  considered  exeippt 
from  all  manual  labour,  and  recdved  double  ration. 
After  this,  the  superfluous  blood  having  been  removed* 
they  resumed  their  occupations  as  usual,  while  the 
other  half  of  the  inmates  were  submitted  to  a  similar 
:ordeal. 

Certainly  the  absurdity  of  this  process  is  only  equalled 
by  the  idea  of  Beaumarchais,  informing  the  Hero  of 
Seville  that  ''  the  entire  garrison  will  take  aperient 
medicine  on  the  morrow." 

But,  again,  whenever  the  renewal  of  life,  or  at  least 
its  prolongation,  has  been  a  desideratum,  the  blood  has 
been  appealed  to,  aa  though  it  were  the  life  itself. 
Hence  arose  the  celebrated  method  of  transfusion, 
described  by  Libavius,  (a  disciple  of  the  school  of 
Paracelsus,)  150  years  previous  to  the  disputes  between 
France  and  England,  relative  to  the  priority  of  the 
discovery,  ^(ft^ 

"Take  (says  Libavius)  a  man  on  the  point  of  death, 
and  one  in  full  vigour,  then,  having  two  silver  tubes, 
open  the  artery  of  the  healthy  individual,  and  introduce 
one  of  them,  do  the  same  by  the  sick  man,  tad  then 
cement  the  tubes  in  such,  a  manner  that  the  blood  of 
the  former  shall  flow  into  the  arteries  of  the  latter;  the 
result  will  be,  the  disappearance  of  every  infirmity,  the 
source  of  life  having  been  restored." 

It  is  evident  that  at  its  origin,  this  process  was  looked 
upon  as  an  assurance  of  immortality,  since,  to  use  the 
words  of  Libavius,  ''  the  source  of  vitality  itself  waa 
appealed  to."  But  the  restoration  of  youthful  vigour 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  blood  is  no  new 
idea,  it  dates,  indeed,  from  the  age  of  f&bulous  histpry^^ 
from  the  same  epoch  from  which  date  all  the  instinctive 
ideas  of  man,  who,  when  first  perceiving  his  own 
infirmities,  would  naturally  wish  to  avert  them.  Did 
not  Medea  restore  to  youth  Eson,  father  of  Jason,  and 
to  avenge  herself  of  Pelias,  did  she  not  cause  him  to 
be  sacrificed  by  his  daughters,  after  persuading  them 
that  his  venerable  blood  might  be  replaced  by  that  of 
vigorous  youth. 

This  idea  of  appealing  to  the  blood,  in  cases  where 
some  modification  of  vitality  was  the  object  sought 
after,  was  after  all,  a  very  natural  one,  inasmuch  as  in 
the  popular  belief  of  the  day  **  the  blood  was  the 
life."  *  ♦  *  *  And  truly  the  blood  is  aa 
it  were  the  vehiculum  of  our  existence, — the  inex- 
tinguishable source  of  strength, — the  germ  of  growth,— 
the  essentially  organizing  and  regenerating  fltiid.  And 
how  should  it  be  otherwise,  since  it  is  the  mainspring 
of  that  power  which  penetrates,  animates,  and  keepa 
in  movement,  the  different  portions  of  the  hujoiiaa 
machine;  which  forms,  arranges,  develops,  and  even 
repairs  them.  And  when  transgressing  the  laws 
of  health,  our  organs  become  a  prey  to  disease,  the 
blood  has  in  reserve  many  a  wonderfol  resourcQ  to 
obviate  its  effects ;  as  though  containing  within  itaelf 
an  inexhaustible  treasure  of  lifi?  and  oiganization* 

The  blood  was  denominated  by  Borden  "  a  tpecief 
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of  llqaid  flesh,''  an  expresrioa  most  happily  Chosen. 
To  complete  H,  we  may  say  that  thia  marveUova  fiaid 
aotually  fashions  the  monld  in  which  it  ctrcnlatei ;  and 
lltat  niometheas  like,  bat  saperior  to,  the  Promethens 
of  ancient  story,  it  inniishes  in  itself  the  creatiTe 
power.  Bnt  the  blood,  and  the  blood  alone,  possesses 
this  peculiar  property — ^this  singular  privilege ;  art,  how- 
ever  far  advanoed,  csn  nerer,  will  nerer,  achieve  such  a 
triumph,  nor  even  approach  it.  Art  will  never  or4fei»< 
even  an  atom  of  gelatine,  a  drop  of  mOk,  of  blood,  or  «l 
bile.  And  tiiose  physidans  who  allow  themselves  to  be 
blindly  led  by  tiie  mere  results  of  chemistry,  are,  as  it 
were,  walking  backwards.  They  ignore  the  most 
essential  part  of  the  phenomena  of  the  blood,  without 
which  the  blood  is  no  more  blood,  than  is  the  cdld' 
corpse  the  living  man. 

But  the  instinctive  belief  of  whidi  we  have  been 
speaking,  could  not  long  exist  without  being  represented 
through  the  medium  of  language.  Language  in  itself, 
is  nothing  more  than  a  depository  for  the  thoughts, 
ideas,  and  wishes  of  the  mind.  It  4b  the  reflector 
or  mirror,  in  which  they  assume  a  viuble,  tangible 
form.  The  instinctive  notions  of  the  mind,  have  on 
aQ  occasions  greatly  influenced  manners,  customs,  and 
institutions; — whether  civil,  religious,  or  political; 
morals  have  been  imbued  with  them,  and  every  species 
of  popular  belief  tinctured  by  them.  From  thence, 
advancing  a  step  further,  they  have  shown  themselves 
in  various  ibrms  of  speech.  Language  in  hot,  pre-' 
aerves  and  reproduces  them  at  every  step  ;  and  it 
is  a  remarkable  fret,  that  if  we  investigate  the  matter 
ft  little,  we  shall  find  that  in  the  Tarioua  dialects  of  the 
human  race,  the  blood  is  used  as  synonymous,  not  only 
with  the  life,  bnt  also  vrith  every  modification  of  which^ 
whether  organic  or  moral,  it  is  susceptible.  In  fret« 
whatever  modification  we  may  wish  to  express,  we  shall 
find  in  various  languages  the  word  blood  substituted  for 
the  word'  life.  Thus  the  blood  is  said  to  be  on  ftre, 
frozen,  ewrdUd,  appmnd,  §ked,  &c.  Indeed  every 
physical  or  moral  change  of  which  life  is  susoeptiUe, 
has  been  described  under  this  denomination.'  In 
organic  life  it  expresses  the  containing  for  the  con- 
tained ;  the  vehicle  for  the  power  of  which  it  is  the 
bearer.  In  the  moral  life,  it  indicates  the  sustaining 
principle  of  this  latter,  and  becomes  the  living,  visible, 
and  appreciable  symbol,  of  an  existence  that  is  in  itself 
spiritual,  invisible,  and  untangible  It  is  evident  more- 
over, that  as  the  word  lifie,  metaphorically  expresses 
the  notion  of  intelligence,  the  word  blood,  which  is  also 
in  turn  synonymous  with  life,  should  also,  metaphori- 
cally, express  the  principle  of  inteHigence,  and  henoe 
the  meaning  of  the  word  blood,  in  the  trsg^ies  of 
Seneca,  where  it  is  designated  as  possessbg  all  thoae 
qualifications  which  might,  with  propriety,  be  attribotad 
to  the  principles  which  guide  the  free  will  in  the 
performance  of  various  actions.  Thus,  the  terote 
magnanimmu,  aifect,  ta^utf,  ptnterfiU^  hortUe,  &c.,  are 
applied  to  the  blood  by  substitution,  in  the  writings  of 
the  ancient  tragedians ;  while  similar  tenmr  are  employed 
in  the  numerous  proverbs,  which  in  all  ages  have  hikt* 
tha  vitality  of  blood  for  tiidr  ftmdamontal  idea. 


The  public  then,  it  is  evident,  are  in  possessioD  of 
very  important  trvfhs  on  almost  every  subject,  e? eo  in 
relation  to  the  sdeooe  of  man.  Many  a  treatise  hss 
been  written  npon  pojnUar  erron:  a  moie  interesting 
one  might  have  for  its  subject,  popular  tnUki.  Pofclie 
opinions,  when  vridely  diffused,  an  always  extraiMly 
worthy  of  attention ;  they  generally  conoesl  predoos 
tntths,  modified,  indeed^  by  the  influence  of  time,  but 
i^tkiring  only  to  be  rsatored  to  their  noble  and  primitive 
simplicity. 

These  truths  pertain  to  the  moral  iaadnct  of  a 
people,  and  afford  important  food  for  medittttion. 
Natnro  has  exempted  man  from  the  neoesdty  of  seeldBg, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  reason,  those  mles 
which  shonld  regulate  his  conduct  towards  his  ieUbv- 
creatnres;  these  she  teaches  him  by  a  species  of 
inspiration,  and  by  that  internal  satisfection  wlndi 
reaults  from  their  performance.  She  leads,  indeed,  the 
multitude  by  the  impressions  of  a  moral  instbct,  lad 
by  a  vague  and  even  unreflecting  sense  of  troth ;  but  to 
the  philosopher  only  does  she  condescend  to  explsin  her 
motives.  He,  however,  may  seek  and  discover  the  inti- 
mate connection  between  popular  belief,  and  those  fiuts 
Whicb  form  the  ground-work  of  his  own  doctrines;  sad 
thus,  while  demonstrating  such  connection  to  those  who 
aro  merely  conscious  of  its  existence,  may  confirm,  by 
reflexion  and  inductive  reasonhag,  that  which  co  the 
many  is  but  the  impression  of  an  instinct. 

Cheltenham,  June  1,  1852. 


^rouittrial  3&tiim\  k  largiral  ShkmI 


WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  23,  1852. 

In  our  recent  remarkB  upon  Dr.  Cowajt's 
suggested  alterations  in  the  managemenf  of  thi» 
journal,  we  candidly  admitted,  that  although,  a» 
we  hare  reason*  to  know,  it  is  conducted  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  great  majority  of  those  mem- 
bers whose  interests  and  opinions  it  represents, 
there  is  considerable  room  for  improrement. 
The  question  is— How  is  that  improvement  to 
beeifected?  Is  the  defect—adndtting  a  want  of 
perfection  to  be  such— to  be  laid  to  the  score  of 
the  Editors,  or  of  the  subscribers  to  the  Journal— 
the  Members  of  the  Association  generally  P 
Now,  as  regards  ourseLyes,  we  are  far  firam 
wishing  to  asaome  more  than  is  our  doe— nayy 
more,  we  haye  no  objection  if  it  will  be  agreeable 
to  those  who  wish  for  a  modification  in  the 
,  management,  to  arow  that  in  some  respects  we 
are  inferior  to  our  metropolitan  contemporanes. 
At  the  same  time  we  mnst^  in  self  defence^ 
ramind  Br.  Cowijf,  that  the  poeUlon^  of  > 
London  and  a  Sromdal  Editor   are  total^ 


MIDLAND  BRANCH  MEETING. 


313 


different.  Not  only  jb  our  London  etyi^irere 
more  immediately  in  the  way  of  obtaining  early 
information  respecting  the  great  medical  bodies, 
whose  movements  are  just  now  watched  with 
nnaaoal  interest,  but  they  are  more  aufait  with 
the  medical  small  taDc,  which  some  m^y  think 
indispensable  to  the  pages  of  a  journal,  as  a  sort 
of  ekasse  to  aid  the  digestion  of  the  more  solid 
intellectual  food.  It  is  not  difficult,  therefore, 
for  him  to  surpass  us  in  variety  of  matter  for 
"Leaders*'  and  in  the  "news"  department. 
This  is,  however,  we  maintain,  a  secondary^, 
consideration  in  the  conduct  of  a  journal,  for 
the  opinion  of  an  edit<»r  upon  a  given  point  is, 
afUir  all,  the  opinion  only  of  an  individual, 
which  may  or  may  not  have  weight  with  his 
readers. 

But  while  thus  admitting  that  some  circum- 
stances favourable  to  the  Editor  of  a  London 
journal  give  him  an  advantage  over  us,  we  cannot 
forget  other  circumstances  which  must  inevitably 
render  our  position  a  difficult  one  in  comparison 
with  his,  even  were  we  equally  favourably  situ- 
ated in  other  respects,  and  which  would  equally 
attach  to  the  Editor  of  this  journal  if  conducted 
in  London.  This  journal  is  not,  as  we  have  before 
observed,  the  speculation  of  a  bookseller,  who 
cares  nothing  as  to  what  his  Editor  may  write 
about,  or  how  he  writes,  so  long  as  a  certain 
number  of  copies  are  sold  weekly,  but  it  is  the 
organ  of  a  body  of  nearly  two  thousand  members, 
of  many  shades  of  opinion — ^medical,"  political, 
and  religious.  It  might  be  predicated  in  such 
case,  that  no  Editor  or  Editors  could  give 
universal  satisfaction ;  utter  what  sentiments  he 
may,  he  will  be  morally  certain  to  impinge  upon 
the  prejudices  of  some.  And  so  it  has  proved  as 
we  could  readily  show. 

XHsmissing,  however,  the  difficulties  which  are 
in  a  manner  inseparable  from  our  Editorial 
labours,  we  would  suggest  that  these  labours 
form  only  a  portion,  and  not  the  most  important 
of  the  material  of  a  medical  journal.  The  main 
value  of  such  a  publication  must  depend  upon 
the  exertions  of  its  contributors,  and  we  must  be 
allowed  to  urge  on  this  point,  that  in  proportion 
to  numbers  and  talent  of  our  constituency,  we 
are  not  supported  as  we  ought  to  be,  by  original 
contributions.  Seldom,  we  regret  to  say,  do  we 
see  the  valued  proceeds  of  Dr.  Cowan's  pen, 
which,  together  with  others  of  a  similar  stamp, 
would  go  far  to  render  the  Journal  what  he  and 
we  also  should  wish  to  see  it. 


no  lack  of  able  writers  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Association ;  on  the  contrary,  it  abounds  with 
men  inferior  to  none  in  intelligence  and  ac- 
quirements, medical  and  literary.  Whatever 
prospect  for  the  improvement  of  our  journal  may 
be  entertained,  this  mode  of  enhancing  its  value 
wiU  we  trust  not  be  overlooked,  for  without  it  all 
Qthers  will  prove  vain.  If  our  subscribers  will 
ealf  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  and  fur- 
niMi  us  in  greater  abundance  with  the  results  of 
/the  enlarged  experience  and  cultivated  know- 
ledge we  know  so  many  of  them  to  possess,  we 
fhall  have  at  once  the  right  mode  of  improving 
this  journal ;  and  not  improving  it  only,  but  of 
Tp<^lnng  it  in  scientific  and  practical  interest,  the 
equal  of  any  in  the  kingdom. 


:^r0mMngsnf^nmtit5. 
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Thb  fint  annual  meeting  of  the  Midlakd  BaAM ctt 

OF  THE  PaOVINCIAL  MeOICAL  AND  SVROICAX.  ASSO- 
CIATION was  held  in  the  Exchange  Hall,  Nottingham, 
on  Thnnday,  the  3rd  of  June.  The  attendance  of 
members  was  Urge,  besides  whom  were  a  few  who 
were  not  associated  with  the  Society.  Among  those 
present  we  peroeired  Dr.  J.  C.  Williams,  of  Notting* 
ham,  the  President-Bleet ;  Dr.  Bent,  of  Derby  (the 
ntiring  President);  A.  Darby,  Esq.  (the  Honoiwy 
Secretary),  Dr.  Hntchinson,  Dr.  Ransome,  Dr.  GUI, 
\  DlK'^lone,  Dr.  H.  Fsyne,  jnn.,  B.  Eddison,  Esq.,  H« 
tkylor,  Esq./  J.  B.  Stanger,  Esq.,  J.  M.  L.  Mazsh, 
Eeq.,  Dr.  Hynes,  J.  N.  Thompson,  Esq.,  Joseph 
Thompson,  Esq.,  Joseph  White,  Esq.,  Nottmgham; 
T*  A.  Barrows,  Esq.,  Snenton,  Notts;  B.  W.  Brown, 
Esq.,  Wymeswold;  —  Eaton,  Esq.,  Grantham; 
—  Scott,  Esq.,  Mansfield;  Alfred  Cooper,  Eeq., 
Leioester;  Dr.  Goode,  Derby;  Dr.  Smythe, Bingham ; 
T.  Paget,  Esq.,  Leicester ;  Dr.  Shaw,  Leioester ;  A. 
Greaves,  Esq.,  S.  H.  Evans,  Esq.,  D.  Fox,  Esq., 
Dr.  Heygate,  Dr.  Harwood,  T.  Hamilton,  Esq.,  S.  W. 
Feam,  Esq.,  J.  Jones,  Esq.,  Derby;  T.  CaatreQ, 
Esq.,  Wirkswortfa;  —  EUams,  Esq.,  Sandiacre;  T. 
Browne,  Esq.,  Castle  Donnington;  —  Lynch,  Esq., 
Mtachester,  &c. 

The  chair  was  taken  precisely  at  three  o'clock  hy 
Dr.  Bent,  of  Derby,  tiie  retiring  President,  who  said  »— 
I^'tennot  allow  this  occasion  to  pass  withont  eongr^ 
talating  yon  on  the  prospect  of  hafing  a  gentleman  to 
pnslde  over  yon  in  the  ensoing  year  so  highly  endowed, 
so  well  informed,  and  so  excellently  fitted  for  the  oAoe 
of  Ptasident  as  my  friend.  Dr.  Williams.  I  am  sve 
yon  will  ooncnr  with  me  when  I  express  my  belief  that 
when  his  year,  has  passed  away,  it  shall  have  beefi  fovn4 
that  he  has  conferred  a  distinguished  honour  upon  the 
Midhmd  Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Snrgicftl 
There  ia  a8gqredly>^.<^«ofiiition.    (Applanse.)    It  has  been  hinted  to  me 
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tluit  I  ought,  before  Tacating  this  seat,  to  make  tome- 
ddog  like  an  address.  I  do  not  ooncar  in  that  opinion, 
for  Yerj  many  reasons.  One  leadbg  reason  is,  perhaps, 
a  veryselfish  one,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  say  nothing  about 
H.  I  think,  when  we  see  by  the  paper  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  our  future  President  to  address  you,  and 
that  there  will  be  a  report  of  the  Secretary,  which  will 
take  a  retroepectiye  new  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Associa- 
tion, and  likewise  that  there  are  several  other  papers 
to  be  read,  you  will  feel  with  me  that  were  T  to 
say  anything  further  I  should  be  occupying  your  time 
most  unnecessarily.  There  is  a  great  dmd  in  the  notfoe 
paper  to  read  that  mil  supply  you  with  a  very  copious 
intellectual  banquet;  and  only  a  very  short  time  will 
elapse  before  we  shall  have  to  adjourn  to  another 
banquet  of  a  more  animal  and  Corporeal  nature. 
(Laughter.)  I  beg,  therefore,  to  vacate  that  chair, 
which  I  fed  assured,  gentlemen,  will  be  so  much  better 
filled  by  my  friend.  Dr.  Williams.     (Applause.) 

Hie  Prbsidbnt,  on  taking  the  chair,  delivered  the 
following  introdactory  address,  which  was  much 
applauded  :— 

Gentlemen, — In  accepting  the  office  of  President  of 
the  Midland  Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association  for  the  ensuing  year,  I  beg  to 
thank  you  for  the  agreeable  and  flattering  mark  of  your 
confidence.  I  am  aware  of  the  many  imperfections  with 
which  I  shall  conduct  your  proceedings ;  but  I  am  also 
aware  that  I  shall  receive  from  you  every  assistance  and 
indulgent  kindness.  I  was  requestsd  to  deliver  to  vou 
an  addrsss ;  but  I  cannot  take  one  step  in  my  duties 
without  first  paying,  in  my  own  name  as  well  as  in  yours, 
our  grateful  thanks  to  your  late  President,  Dr.  Bent, 
who  has  given  us  the  advantage  of  his  deservedly  high 
standing  in  the  profession,  as  well  as  his^  position  in 
social  life.  Dr.  Bent  came  to  our  first  meeting  at 
Derby,  and  he  assisted  us  greatiy  in  the  formation  of 
this  Branch.  He  accepted  the  office  of  President,  and 
has  presided  over  our  meetings  with  firmness  and  dignity, 
as  well  as  urbanity  and  courtesy.  Had  my  own  inclina- 
tions alone  been  consulted,  we  should  have  re-elected 
him  President  for  another  year.  I  believe  Dr.  Heygate, 
of  Derby,  first  suggested  the  formation  of  a  Midland 
Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Associa- 
tion, to  unite  more  closely  together  the  practitioners  of 
Derby,  Leicester,  Lincoln,  and  Nottingham.  The 
meetings  have  been  held  at  Derby,  and  attended  by  the 
,  most  influential  practitioners;  our  future  meetings 
dnring  the  year  will  be  here,  and  either  Lincoln  or 
Leicester  chosen;  for  next  year. 

I  will  now  briefly  explain  to  you  the  objects  of  our 
Aasodation,  for  I  find  they  are  imperfscUy  known 
amongst  ns.  Twenty  years  ago  the  scattered  and 
dkronited  members  of  our  profession  in  the  provinces 
were  scarcely  personally  known  to  each  other,  when 
Sir  Charles  Hastings,  of  Woroesler,  our  Pl^dent  of 
tile  Council^  first  snggested  an  honourable  combmation 
and  occasional  mutual  intercourse.  He  foresaw  the 
great  advantsges  to  the  profession,  as  vreU  as  to  the 
public,  of  an  Associatk>n  of  this  kind;  and  for  origi- 
nating and  maturing  such  a  project  we  owe  him  a  lasting 
debt  of  gratitude.  His  time,  his  talents,  and  vntiring 
matfpn  have  ever  been  at  the  service  of  the  Aasoda- 


tion. It  is  wdl  known  Oat  he  possesses  theybrftfer  is 
re,  but  he  has  always  shewn  to  us  that  wasito-iasMdB 
which  is  becoming  in  all  men,  more  espedslly  in  tate- 
bers  of  our  profession,  and  always  the  chaiactaistk  of 
an  educated  gentieman.  The  objects  of  this  institotioB, 
which  Sir  Charles  Hastings  founded,  and  stfll  lo  iblj 
supports,  are  — 

"  1st.  Collection  of  useful  information,  whetber 
speculative  or  practical,  through  original  easays,  or 
reports  of  provincial  hospitals,  infirmaries,  or  &- 
pensaries,  or  of  private  practice. 

''2nd.  Increase  of  knowledge  of  the  robSal 
topography  of  England  through  statistical,  netoon- 
logiail,  geological,  and  botanical  inquiries. 

*'3rd.    Investigations    of    the    modificatioBS  of 
endemic  and    epidemic  diseaaes  in  different  ntas-       | 
tions,  and  at  various  periods,  so  as  to  trace,  so  fa 
as  the  present  imperfect  state  of  the  art  will  permit;       I 
their  connection  with  peculiarities  of  soil  or  dlmste,       , 
or  with  the  localities,  habits,  or  oceupations  of  ike 
people. 

"4th.  Advancement  of  medico-legal  adeso^ 
through  succinct  reports  of  whatever  esses  may 
occur  in  provincial  courts  of  judicature. 

"  5th.  Maintenance  of  the  honour  and  reapectabilitf 
of  the  profession  generally  in  the  provinces,  by  pio- 
moting  friendly  intercourse  and  fine  commonieriioe 
of  its  members,  and  by  eatabliahing  among  them  the 
harmony  and  good  feeling  whi<£  ought  erer  ta 
characterise  a  liberal  profession." 

The  Association  is  managed  by  a  President,  duUes 
annually,  a  Pk«sident  of  the  Coandl,  Secretaries,  aA       \ 
Council.  There  is  an  annual  meeting  in  spme  idBpoitant 
town,  the  place  of  which  is  changed  yeariy.    Thi 
Anniversary  will  be  this  year  at  Oxford,  on  the  2lit 
and  22nd  of  Jnly  next.    The  subscription  is  one  giuses 
per  year;    and  for   such  subscription  each  member 
receives  a  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  Association,  pib- 
lished  every  fortnight,  and  a  copy  of  all  the  pnblieatiODS 
issued  for  the  general  use  of   the  memben  of  the 
Association.      The  members  of  the  Assodation  are  at 
liberty  to  form  district  branches,  and  the  expentes 
incurred  by  the  district  secretaries  in  conducriag  fi>« 
proceedings  of  the  district  branches  are  to  be  ddrayed 
in  a  definite  proportion  firom  the  general  fund.     1^ 
you  perceive,   there  is  no  additional  expense  to  indi- 
vidusl  members  who  join  the  district  branch.    Tocrt  ii 
also  a  Medical  Benevolent  Fund  connected  with  fte 
Association,  and,  as  it  were,  springing  out  from  itr 
supported  by  voluntary  donations  and  snbacriptioiiif 
and  deserving  every  assistance  and  support.    Ihotf 
distinguished  philanthropists  in  our  Association,  Memit* 
Daniel,  Newnham,  and  Propert,  have  so  ably  broog» 
the  subject  of  Medical  Benevolent  Funds  and  CoUsg* 
before  the  profession,  that  no  one  now  doubts  th« 
great  usefulness.    Mr.  Newnham  doquendy  says  (nw 
Proomciai  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  March  3rd, 
1852),  "Wherever  tiicre  is  embarrassment,  whcrfl««r 
sickness  has  deprived  a  femHy  of  their  means  of  soppo^ 
when  death  has  left  a  household  in  destitntioa  •* 
helplessness,  often  starvation,  wherever  tiie  sting  « 
misery  is  to  be  assuaged,  or  the  feeble  efforts  of  pen^jT 
to  be  encouraged  or  sustained,  and  finally,  when  ■• 
bed  of  death  is  to  be  softened,  and  the  lasthottiof 
Iffe  to  be  irradiated  by  the  bright  ray  of  «A*rf*f»^ 
is  the  peculiar  sphere  of  operation  for  the  Msdieal 
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Bvnefoleiit  Fond."  Suraly  moh  objects  ara  in  them- 
■ehw  SDodt  Mid  we  hope  by  our  prooeedinge  to  enjoy 
the  confidence  of  the  pnblic  end  the  eeteem  of  onr 
profceiion.  The  pepert  read  and  the  cases  related  at 
ooraiMetingswiU  be  open  to  disoossion  and  observation ; 
by  this  motnal  interchange  the  learning  and  knowledge 
of  eech  invididaal  become  the  property  of  the  whole. 
The  older  practitionen  test  their  own  experience  by  the 
lesnlt  of  the  experience  of  each  other,  and  the  yonnger 
«Hiee  gnin  confidence  and  knowledge  by  these  practical 
obeervations  and  discnssions,  and  impart  to  their  more 
advanced  eolleagnes  the  rapid  discoveries  in  science,  and 
the  improvements  in  the  piactice  of  the  schools. 

Let  ns  briefly  consider  one  or  two  subjects  which 
accord  with  the  avowed  objects  of  onr  Association.  The 
natnral  advantages  of  Nottingham  onght  to  make  it  one 
of  the  most  healthy  towns  in  England.  Its  sandy  soil, 
its  elevation,  its  pnre  springs,  its  beautifal  river — <*  tbe 
riker  Trent,"-— aifording  its  inhabitants  an  unlimited 
•upply  of  water,  all  tend  to  its  healthiness,  to  the 
piwention  of  disease,  and  to  the  prolongation  of  life. 
The  mortality  tables  show  it  so,  in  the  best  psrto  of  the 
town;  but  in  other  parts,  back-to-back  houses,  over- 
loaded cesspools,  defective  drainage,  and  imperfect 
wentilatioo,  have  so  engendered  and  propagated  disease, 
especially  among  children,  that  we  now  enjoy  the 
vnenviahle  notoriety  of  having  very  nearly  the  highest 
mortality  in  England.  These  kinds  of  places  I  have 
are  the  localities  in  all  large  towns  where 
I  diseases  find  ready-made  receptacles  to  receive 
ma^  spread  their  contagious  influence.  In  our  insular 
position  they  come  to  us  over  the  wide  waste  of  waters 
xniqgimg  with  the  moaning  night  wind,  and  poisoning 
the  first  sweet  breath  of  morning.  Into  these  heated, 
crowded,  badly-dndned,  and  worse-ventilated  habitations 
of  our  working  classes,  they  oome  but  to  revel  in  a 
banqnitf  of  death.  Thdr  first  victims  are  the  helpless, 
the  poor,  the  sickly  children,  delicate  needle-women, 
and  industrious  artisans,  who  are  compelled  to  live  in 
theae  unfit  dwellings,  because  better  ones  have  not  been 
provided ^r  them.  The  poor  are  the  first  victims; 
Imt  the  blighting  influence  of  epidemic  diseases  will  not 
spare  the  opulent.  It  is  wisely  ordained  that  the 
liealth  and  the  lives  of  the  rich  shall,  in  great  measure, 
depend  upon  the  provision  they  make  for  the  comfort 
and  health  of  the  poor,  neglect  of  these  causing  the 
pestilence  to  fall  on  their  own  dwellings.  I  am  gratified 
to  state,  great  efforts  have  lately  been  made  by  benevo- 
leiit  and  philanthropic  individuals,  to  improve  the  houses 
of  the  working  people.  The  board  of  Guardians  have 
done  the  best  they  could  in  their  official  position.  The 
Town  Council  appointed  an  intelligent  and  efficient 
Sanitary  Committee,  whose  labours  have  been  most 
veefhl  and  Important.  The  New  Indosure  Bill  gives 
ve  the  opportuniy  of  building  more  commodious  and 
xQore  heslthy  dwellings  for  working  people.  It  has 
gpKren  ns  increasing  grounds,  beautiful  walks,  and  a  fine 
aofaovetnm.  These  advantages  will  not  be  lost  sig^t  of 
hf  onr  shrewd  and  thoughtful  population,  and  I  feel 
nHi^VrJ  Nottingham  will  soon  take  one  of  tbe  highest 
places  awftng  the  manufacturing  towns  of  England, 
j^d  I  hope  will  also  take  the  lowest  place  in  the  scale 
of  mortality.  Were  I  to  pursue  this  subject  further,  I 
■hoddtrespan  on  the  paper  on  the  "UtdialTopo* 


graphy  of  Nottingham,"  winch  I  know  will  be  most 
ably  explained  to  you  by  my  friend  Mr.  Joseph  White. 

I  will  now  briefly  call  your  attention  to  the  chariteble 
medical  institutions  of  this  town.  The  General  Hospital 
is  the  oldest,  it  has  been  estoblished  70  years,  it  contains 
120  beds,  since  ite  formation  there  have  been  145,607 
patients — 37,971  in,  107,816  out.  It  is  supported  en* 
tirely  ,by  voluntary  subscriptions  and  donations,  and  is 
very,  ably  managed  by  a  president,  vice-president,  and 
committee.  The  hospital  has  always  maintained  ito 
place  as  one  of  the  highest  rank  in  the  provinces.  The 
use  of  chloioform  was  scarcely  known  to  the  profession 
ere  its  efficacy  was  tested  at  our  hospital.  Mr.  J.  White, 
the  intelligent  resident  surgeon,  has  kindly  furnished  me 
with  the  following  results : — Chloroform  has  been  given 
to  367  patients.  The  average  time  of  inhalation  preceding 
insensibility  five  minutes  and  a  half.  The  average  time 
of  perfect  insensibility  thirteen  minutes.  The  longest 
time  of  perfect  insensibility  one  hour  and  a  quarter. 
The  average  quantity  used  for  each  case,  two  drachms 
and  a  half,  and  the  lai^gest  quantity  used  for  one  case, 
one  ounce  and  five  drachms.  In  all  these  cases  no 
unfavourable  or  fatal  result  has  taken  place.  At 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  there  has  lately  been  one 
fatal  case  worthy  of  notice,  from  the  state  of  the  blood.* 
The  patient  died  from  the  effects  of  chloroform  whilst 
preparing  for  an  operation  to  be  performed  by  Mr. 
Lloyd.  Tbe  poii-mortem  appearances  were  as  follows :— * 
*'The  viscera  were  all  healthy,  the  blood  was  fluid, 
and  it  remained  without  coagulation  after  its  escape 
from  the  heart  and  vessels.  It  had  also  a  brownish 
and  purple  hue  much  like  that  which  is  commonly 
observed  in  the  spleen,  none  of  it  when  thinly  spread 
out,  presented  the  ordinary  dark,  black,  or  crimson  hue 
of  -venous  blood."  From  this  condition  I  would  notice 
on(}  important  hct,  that  there  are  persons  in  all  respecto 
sound  and  healthy,  upon  whom  chloroform  absorbed  in 
certain  quantities  into  the  circulating  fluid  acts  as  a 
poison,  and  may  cause  the  rapid  extinction  of  life.  We 
should  therefore  never  use  it  lightly  or  unneoessarilj, 
and  always  with  every  due  care  and  caution.  Our 
Greneral  Lunatic  Asylum  has  been  established  forty-one 
years,  it  now  contains  240  patients— 116  females  and 
124  males.  The  patiento  are  partly  private  patiente 
and  partly  paupers,  and  it  is  supported  by  the  parish 
rates,  the  payment  of  patients,  and  chariuble  subscrip- 
tions. There  is  slso  a  most  admirable  benevolent  fond, 
which  was  established  by  tbe  late  lamented  Dr.  Blake, 
called  the  Lady  Middleton  Fund,  from  the  munificent 
donation  of  her  ladyship  to  it.  It  gives  relief  to  the 
poor  patients  until  they  are  enabled  to  obtain  work.  It 
has  prevented  the  relapse  of  many  a  patient,  and  given 
maintenance  and  comfort  to  his  home.  Tliis  asylum 
was  built  when  the  treatment  and  management  of  the 
insane  was  conducted  on  very  different  principles  to  the 
enlightened  and  humane  method  of  the  present  day. 
The  building,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  put  in  com- 
parison to  the  new  asylums,  which  are  now  springing 
up  m  almost  every  county,  replete  with  every  advantage 
for  medical  treatment,  classification,  and  management. 
A  large  and  rapidly-mcreasing  population  has  grown  xip 
around  it  which  has  now  made  its  localitjr  far  less 
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IkYoarable  m  ritattion  than  wlien  it  was  built ;  but  to 
•bmte  thiB  disadTantage  sevenl  acres  of  land  baTe  just 
been  pureliased  to  add  to  its  means  of  employment  and 
its  recreation-walks.  The  medical  and  moral  treatment 
of  onr  patients  has  long  been  on  what  is  popularly 
Imown  as  the  non-restraint  system ;  a  misnomer  I 
tUuk  if  we  take  the  word  in  its  literal  meaning,  viz., 
that  there  is  no  restraint  whatever  in  the  management 
of  the  insane ;  but  correct  if  we  and  the  psMic  mider* 
stand  by  it,  non-personal  mechanical  restraint;  that  is, 
that  fetters  and  restraint  chairs  are  never  applied  to  the 
persons  of  the  unhappy  inmates  of  our  asylums.  This 
humane  method  was  first  pointed  out  in  France,  bgr  the 
great  Pinel,  and  afterwards  the  justly  celebrated  Esquirol 
directed  public  attention  to  it  throughout  cinUaed 
Burope.  One  of  the  most  distinguished  membees  of 
this  Association,  my  valuable  and  old  friend  Dr. 
Conolly,  is  Identified  in  England  with  its  benevolence 
smd  success.  Hanwell,  under  hia^le  management  has 
become  an  example  to  all  the  asylums  in  the  world. 
We  have  also  in  Nottingham  an  important  and  well- 
managed  dispensary.  It  was  established  in  1831,  and 
is  supported  by  donations  and  voluntary  subscriptions. 
Since  its  establishment  73,448  patients  have  been 
treated  by  its  medical  officers.  It  possesses  one  great 
advantage  to  the  poor  who  are  too  ill  to  leave  their  own 
dwellings,  viz.,  that  the  medical  officers  of  the  institation 
will  visit  the  patients  so  afflicted  in  their  own  homes. 
It  is  a  most  useM  institution  and  does  a  great  amonnt 
of  good.  The  Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind  nnsi: 
not  be  omitted.  This  is  one  of  the  new  institutions  of 
the  town  of  Nottingham,  as  well  as  of  the  midland 
counties,  and  well  worthy  of  all  the  support  it  has 
Already  received.  *'Its  first  object  shall  be  the 
instruction  and  employment  of  the  blind  of  both  sexes^ 
flome  as  boarders,  others  as  day  pupils.  The  instrtHsMDa 
to  include  the  daily  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptiirasi 
smd  all  the  employments  to  be  of  a  useful  character." 
ft  was  commenced  about  ten  years  since,  by  a  few 
benevolent  and  Christian  individuals,  who  made  this 
effort  to  rescue  the  poor,  ignorant,  and  degraded  blind 
from  their  destitution  and  misery.  In  no  town  in 
England  is  such  an  institution  more  needed,  and  in  no 
other  town  could  its  situation  have  been  more '  properly 
fixed.  The  nature  of  the  employment  hi  trades  of  hosiery 
smd  lace  induces  great  weakness  and  loss  of  sight  in'the 
working  people.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
e:tteat  of  the  ophthalmic  diseases  when  I  state  that,  in 
1846,  I  made  a  report  to  the  factory  commissioners  of 
my  own  attendance  upon  above  16,000  ophthalmic 
eases.  T  feel  a  great  interest  in  the  success  of  this 
inatitntion,  which  can  do  so  great  an  amount  of  good ; 
nnd  I  would  suggest  that  we  engraft  upon  it  an 
Ophthalmic  Hospital.  It  could  be  done  easily  and  at 
comparatively  little  expense,  and  would  be  a  great  boon 
to  (lie  working  people  of  Nottingham.  Such  is  a  brief 
notice  of  our  principal  medical  charities.  Some  hm 
years  since  his  Grace  the  late  Duke  of  Newcastle  most 
munificently  gave  to  us  if500,  to  form  a  medical  school 
in  the  town  of  Nottingham.  I  deeply  regret  it  was  not 
saooessfnlly  carried  out.  It  has  made  us  behind  other 
towns  in  England,  whfieb  we  feel  we  ought  not  to  be, 
smd  need  not  be,  but  w«  are  not  the  less  grateful 
tn  our  munificent  patron.  , 


The  liberal  offer  of  Mr.  Lenrson  is  well  known  to  m 
all  in  refesenoe  to  the  estabfishmeat  of  an  obsorratoif . 
We  hope  it  will  be  responded  to  ao  fire^  aa  to  mmn 
to  us  the  advantage  of  so  sdentifio  and  highly  inpaitet 
an  institution.  The  paths  of  seienoe  and  littntara 
have  not  been  left  uncultivated  by  the  medical  mea  of 
Nottingham.  They  have  contributed  their  share  to  the 
advancement  of  botit,  as  well  as  to  the  improvemeDt  of 
Ae  practice  of  our  profession.  I  should  detain  yon  too 
long  wera  I  to  enter  into  an  individual  detsil,  but  I 
cannot  omit  the  name  of  Dr.  M.  Hall,  who,  being  a 
native  of  this  immediate  neighbourhood,  and  bavisg 
been  a  practitioner  amongst  us,  makes  us  most  jottly 
proud  of  a  contemporary  whose  European  celebrity 
gives  a  lustre  to  our  town,  as  well  as  to  our  profesnon. 
I  need  scarcely  tell  yon  that  a  numerous  cltsi  of 
sympathetic  actions  receive  their  explanation  from  Dr. 
Marshall  Hall's  beautiful  development  of  the  rdlex 
function.  It  is  now  fully  established  that  the  spinsl 
marrow  constitutes  a  centre  of  nervous  influence  per- 
fectly independent  of  the  brain.  Irritation  of  the 
sentient  extremity  of  a  nerve  may  be  propagated  back- 
wards to  the  spinal  marrow,  where  it  implicates  the 
motor  roots,  and  from  these  latter  it  is  reflected  oa  tho 
various  parts  to  which  the  motor  filaments  are  dis- 
tributed. This  simple  and  elegant  theory  eiplaioi 
many  of  the  effects  of  injuries  to  the  sentient  nerfe^ 
and  gives  a' clue  to  an  immense  number  of  acts  wUch 
thus  become  morbidly  associated  with  our  sensatioos, 
and  which,  prior  to  Dr.  Marshall  Hall's  diaooveriei, 
were  completely  unintelligible.  He  has  presented  to 
us  also  other  facts  and  observations  of  great  importance, 
to  which  I  could  scarcely  do  justice  if  I  devoted  to  tliem 
the  whole  of  my  address.  We  cannot  all  aim  at  brilUaat 
discoveries  nor  lofty  distinctions^  but  we  may  all,  by 
sincere,  laborious,  and  truthful  devotion  to  the  paths  of 
science,  and  to  the  honourable  exercise  of  our  profcssioD, 
contribute  to  the  cause  of  improvement  and  of  haaaa 
happiness.  We  know  indeed — *'  JVf7  stae  mi^rao  tils 
labore  dedil  mortaiibtt$"^hvit  that  labour  is  smply 
repaid  to  us  by  our  personal  advantages  and  iflti  eased 
happiness.  The  public  labour  of  the  last  year  wss  the 
Great  Exhibition,  an  event  which  cannot  as  yet  be  i 
passed  over  in  silence,  Which  can  scarcely  be  mentioiied 
out  of  place  in  Nottingham,  whose  mayor,  and  sobo 
of  whose  principal  manafacturers  were  so  suooessfiilly 
and  honourably  identified  with  it,  and  whose  mschinery 
and  manufactures  took  so  prominent  a  place  within  its 
crystal  walls.  It  is,  however,  interesting  to  us  medical 
men,  on  many  accounts,  especially  in  reference  to  the 
health  and  happiness  of  so  great  a  number  of  onr  USkm 
preatures.  In  contemplating  its  glories  and  its  woodos, 
if  we  fall  back  upon  our  early  studies,  in  the  writings 
of  scholars  and^  historians,  we  are  forcibly  struck  by 
comparison  with  the  rapid  and  gigantic  strides  of  dril- 
isMtion.  We  are  not  yet  quite  certain  what  inflneace 
this  Exhibition  may  have  had  upon  human  health  and 
disease.  It  was  feared  by  many  tharthe  coUectioD  in 
London  of  so  many  extra  thousands  of  penons  of  sA 
ages  and  of  all  sorts  of  bodily  condition,  fiom  ••* 
varied  localities,  would  be  the  means  of  bringing^ 
engendering,  and  propagating  disease.  I  am  not  awsrt 
that  has  been  the  fact,  nor  that  eitber  the  aggregit0 
health  of  the  people  has  been  deteriorated,  or  tho 
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tPtftrii^inwBiied  by  the  oocuion.  Dovhtlew  many 
indifidoala  were  nade  ill,  by  hard  work,  jhregiiUr 
hoora,  and  by  great  excitement.  In  many  cases  tte 
Berronfl  system  snffered  severely  with  general  debiUcy 
and  mntoal  disturbance,  a  prolonged  depression  having 
sneoeeded  to  the  excitement.  I  noticed  also  cases  of 
low  fever,  with  tympanitis,  and  very  slight  peritonitis, 
ooevrring  in  persons  who  had  made  hasty  and  fating 
Tiaits  to  the  Exhibition.  I  believe  most  of  ns  in  Ats 
neighbourhood  noticed,  in  the  autamn  and  early  winter, 
«  great  nnmber  of  cases  of  eruptive  diseases,  such  as 
^boils,  blotches,  and  carbuncles.  These  were  attended 
by  a  slight  disturbance  of  the  digestive  organs,  and 
-considerable  debility,  and  were  so  numerous  as  almost 
io  be  considered  epidemic.  I  have  thought  that  this 
-peculiar  state  of  the  constitution  might  have  been 
•created  in  some  cases  by  the  inhalation  of  the  mixed 
Impurities  of  the  atmosphere  of  the  Exhibition.  I  know 
«vary  care  was  taken  for  good  ventilation,  and  with  as 
much  success  as  possible,  but  there  must  have  been  day 
'hj  day  an  unhealthy  condition  of  the  atmosphere 
prodnoed  by  the  expiration  from  the  lungs,  and  the 
'flxbalation  from  the  bodies  of  so  many  thousand  per- 
.sons  of  all  sorts  of  constitutions  and  countries,  and  so 
many  of  whom,  without  doubt,  had  neither  normal 
4ikin8  nor  lungs.  Would  not  the  blood  receive  these 
impurities  from  the  atmosphere,  and  when  carried  into 
^he  system,  would  not  the  eif  medieairix  naiurtB 
•CDdeavour  to  throw  them  off  by  the  skin  ?  It  may  be 
JM>,  or  it  may  not,  for  great  as  are  the  discoveries  in 
^bemistry,  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  detect  the 
precise  manner  in  which  the  blood  is  acted  upon  by 
malarious  induences,  or  to  detect  the  poison  itself  in 
tiie  blood. 

Organic  chemistry,  which  is  the  growth  of  the  present 
century,  has  unfolded  to  us  most  important  facts  in 
physiology  and  pathology,  the  chemistry  of  respiration| 
snd  of  the  healthy  and  diseased  conditions  of  the 
fluids  and  solids.  The  microscope  is  to  us  a  new 
method  of  discovery.  It  has  extended  to  ns  the 
field  of  vision  far  beyond  its  natural  limits.  It 
lias  enabled  us  to  follow  the  most  minute  ramification 
of  structure  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  to  examine 
tiie  fluids  which  form  the  solids  of  the  body,  dis- 
tiagmsliing  health  from  disease,  showing  us  what  is 
malignant  and  what  non-malignant  formation,  and 
pointing  out  to  us  the  nature  of  those  changes  which 
bave  taken  place  in  the  blood,  in  the  urine,  and  in  all 
morbid  discharges.  Thus  not  only  has  physiology 
received  an  impulse,  but  pathology  also  has  made  repid 
advances.  The  observations  of  the  microscope,  and 
the  results  of  organic  chemistry,  are  yet  in  their  Infancy ; 
tb^n  is  no  limit  to  their  progress,  for  finality  in  know- 
ledge of  the  things  of  this  world  is  inconsistent  with 
ihe  spirit  of  man;  and  when  we  trace  the  ultimate 
formation  of  all  organised  bodies  in  nature,  whether 
animal  or  vegetable,  we  are  involuntarily  and  happily 
.taken  from  Nature  up  to  Nature's  God,  for  **  God,  and 
God  alone,  is  king  of  nature,  his  voice  the  fountain  was 
4rom  whence  it  sprang."  Among  many  distingiifathed 
jiames  and  highly  important  observations  by  the  micro- 
«Gope,  and  in  organic  chemistry,  one  cannot  but  mention 
that  Schleeiden  and  Schwann  first  developed  the  beautiful 
«eU4faeory,  viz.,  (wide  Mr.  Bishop's  address  to  the 


Med.  Chfrif.  Society,  March  15, 1852,)  *<  The  Ultinafo 
DeretopoMnt  of  CeUs  into  all  the  Tissues  of  Vegetables 
and  Ammals,  and  the  perfect  Analogy  between  the 
Animal  and  Vegetable  Cell."  There  are  now  many 
able  investigators  and  discoverera  in  this  new  field  of 
sdence,  seeking  carefully  and  patiently  for  its  truths, 
and  this  is  the  characteristic  of  the  laborious  studies  of 
aUihenoBiBble  and  right-minded  medical  men. 
>•  'in  the  tme  acienoe  there  are  no  secrets,  and  no 
purposes  of  pritats  gain  to  serve,  but  an  honourable . 
ambition,  an  internal  satis&ction  in  communicating 
those  discovered  truths  to  others.  It  is  this  which  so 
plainly  and  broadly  distinguishes  us  from  the  practitioners 
•of  j^naolBBry,  who,  shrouded  in  the  darkness  of  ignorance, 
-shrink  firom  the  shining  light  which  illuminates  the 
object  of  our  search.  Our  Association  has  stood  pre- 
eminently forward  in  the  profession  in  denouncing 
quackery.  At  the  general  meeting  held  at  Brighton 
last  August,  the  best  spirit  and  feeling  prevailed  on  thia 
subject,  and  Dr.  Ccwmack,  Dr.  Tonstall,  and  Dr.  W. 
H.  Ranking,  were  constituted  a  Committee  to  draw  up 
a  report  <m  the  subject,  which  they  did  in  the  most 
salislBctery  manner,  and  the  proceedings  have  been 
printed  and  cnenhited  among  the  members. 
'  1  will  not  detsin  you  by  denouncing  quackery  witluHit 
the  profession,  unhappily  we  have  too  much  within  it, 
bvt  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  in  reference  to  the 
opinions  of  the  memben  of  this  Association,  and  that 
thoae  pnctitionen  who  have  lately  joined  ns,  and  thoee 
who  have  not  yet  done  so,  may  be  thoroughly  satisfied. 
I  will  read  a  few  of  the  remarks  then  made.  Dr. 
Je»ks,  the  president  said : — **  Such  aberrations  from  the 
paths  of  medical  scienoe  should  be  abjured  and  repu- 
diated. As  to  the  apostates  themselves,  it  would  be 
well  that  by  a  self-ostracism  they  quitted  together  the 
makS'Of  a  profession  which,  by  a  two-faced  fellowahtp, 
tiiey  dishonour  and  betray."  Dr.  Cormacksaid :— "  If 
there  be  no  fear  of  quackery,  in  one  of  its  most  seductive 
and  demoralising  forms,  creeping  into  our  Society,' to 
spoil  our  social  meetings,  and  canker  the  integrity  of 
our  professional  intercourse,  we  need  not  enter  into  thia 
discussion;  but  when  we  see  some  members  of  the 
medical  profession  fighting  the  battles  of  a  mischievous 
cbarhitanry  under  the  banners  of  legitimate  medicine, 
it  is  time  to  be  stirring.  To  error  and  imposture  there 
never  can  be  any  honourable  concession."  Professor 
Dr.  Charies  J.  B.  Williams  said :— '<  It  might  be  n 
question  whether  it  is  the  province  of  this  Association 
to- take  up  matters  of  this  kind,  and  express  a  decided 
opinion  upon  them ;  but  I  ask,  if  we  do  not  take  it  up 
where  is  the  body  that  wiU?  Yon  see  all  sorts  of 
quackery,  with. homoeopathy  foremost,  rampant  in  the 
land,  deluding,  by  its  unaccountable  infatuations,  the 
powerful,  the  learned,  and  the  rich.  It  is  a  trafficking 
or  gambliiig  with  the  issues  of  life  and  death.".  Dr. 
Cowan  said: — '*  With  ns  medical  practitioners  it  is  a 
question  of  principle,  not  of  doses-^  question  of 
morals,  not  of  etiquette.  Bdief  in  homoeopathy  is  bnt 
the  symptom  of  a  mind  without  stay  or  ballast,  liabla 
to  be  driven  hopelessly  into  every  folly,  spuming  to^y 
what  was  believed  yesterday.  This  is  4m  age  of  intel- 
lectual anomalies.  We  have  amongst  us  the  anomaloos 
paradox  of  men,  educated  as  members  of  our  honourable 
profession,  adopting  and  practising  homoeopathy.  These 


dlB 


MIDLAND  BBANCH  MBETING. 


an  dingeroiui  chancterittici  of  ta  •§»  «f  ovcr-liMtMl 
iniBBoctmlinny  and  ontering  into  %  conridmHon  of 
time  quetttont,  we  are  soon  bopelenly  enrolled  in  the 
n|tfdly-i#dHng  innki  of  the  deluded  and  the  ddnding/' 
Snob  are  the  lentimente  which  have  been  cacpieeied  by 
theae  diatfaig^oiebed  members  of  onr  AaBodation.  A 
seiiee  of  reeolntione  were  peoed,  one  of  wfaiflh  wae  :— 
'« It  is  derogntorj  to  tiie  hononr  of  die  memben  of  tlila 
AttOciatlon  to  hold  any  Und  of  profiMrional  interoonne 
with  bomoeopathie  and  faydropathio  preotltionen/'  I 
need  loueely  lay,  that  fai  the  reiolntion  aa  well  as  hi 
the  sentfanenta  expressed,  I  most  cordially  agree.  A^ 
buoad  Hne  of  demarcation  most  be  made.  It  baa  been 
attempted  to  make  this  a  mere  qneation  of  deetora 
diTering,  and  that  we  ought  to  gtie  it  a  trial.  A 
hundred  thousandth  part  of  a  grain  has  to  bo  diluted 
n  million  times  more  before  it  reach  the  homoeopathic 
tenuity.  «  And  we  are  to  give  this  a  trial.  We  will 
not;  we  disown  it,  and  denounce  it  as  a  mockery,  a 
delusion,  and  a  snare.  Let  knaves  profit  by  hydropathy 
and  homoeopelhy,  and  let  fools  pay  lor  them,  whilst, 
kee|^  our  hands  flrom  their  pollutions,  we  cannot  but 
biSent  that  ignorance  and  credulity  haive  so  frequently 
increased  with  the  aoeomulation  of  wealtfa.  In  how 
much  more  pure  an  atmosphere  we  breathe,  wiien  we 
csfuftdly  and  diligently  study  the  accumulated  experience 
of  ages,  and  then  add  to  it  the  sdentiflc  knowledge  of 
onr  own  times.'  The  shadow  of  the  genius  of  Jbim 
Hunter  is  shed  upon  us  as  we  tread  through  the  noble 
apartments  of  his  museum,  (the  Ccdiege  of  fiuiigeons,) 
and  as  we  pace  its  long  galleries  hulen  wUh  thetreisursa 
of  a  rifled  worid,  we  feel,  with  pride,  it  baa  been  given 
to  one  amongst  us  at  least,  to  seise,  with  sagadoos 
mind,  the  due  which  dear  thought  and  happy  oppor- 
tnniCy  have  thrown  in  his  way,  and  to  follow  up,  link 
after  link,  the  harmonious  chain  nature  ewerjoheia 
diacoyers  to  her  carefol  observer."* 

Let  us  in  onr  studies  emulate  so  bright  aa  example, 
and  in  our  practice  and  intercourse  with  each  odwr  let 
va  be  scrupulous  to  act  with  honour  and  courtesy.  Onr 
pursuits  are  liberal,  philanthropic,  and  charitable ;  we 
spare  not  ourselTes  if  the  cry  of  suffering  and  of  pain  ia 
heard  at  onr  doors  by  day  or  by  night.  There  Is  often 
a  redprodty  of  good  oflioes  amongst  ourseltes;  let 
there  be  one  of  good  feeling  also  baaed  upon  good  prin- 
dpldt  never  trying  to  raise  oursdves  by  detracting  firom 
the  merits  of  others,  but  rather  encouraging  amongst 
«adi  other  industry  and  talent,  thus  raising  and  per- 
petuating the  dignity  and  character  of  our  noble  pro- 
feaskm.  In  doing  this,  whatever  diviskin  of  medical 
or  surgicd  practice  we  may  dioose  to  tske,  wa  shall  be 
prtMperous,  and  happy  in  the  reward  of  our  approving 
oonsdenoe.  If  donds  have  come  over  us,  they  will  be 
dtepeDed  as  the  eastern  sunbeams  dispd  the  gloom  of 
the  morning;  our  mid-day  life  will  be  satisfied  and 
oontsnted,  and  when  the  dmond  tree  shall  fionrish 
and  the  grasshopper  diall  be  a  burden,  and  desire 
shall  ihil,  or  ever  the  silver  cord  be  loosened,  or  the 
golden  bowl  be  broken,"  old  age  having  orept  inaensibly 
upon  us,  we  shall  find  oursdves  tranquil  and  happy,  and 
possessing  that  wfaidi  should  acoompoay  okl  ago— 
ar,  love,  obedience,  troops  of  ftieoda," 


Mr.  A.  Dakbt,  Honorary  Secretary,  iSbm  lead  Ifaa- 
first  annual  Rqport,  which  waa  as  followsi— 

mnd  Swrgicai  AmoHaHom. 

Juno  3rd,  1852. 

On  the  ooosakm  of  our  first  annual  ameliBg,  your* 
Secretaries  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  ttMt  yosr 
Councils  have  not  been  indifferent  to  passing  eveatsia 
the  ipedical  world;  meetings  have  been  held  both  hi 
Derby  and  in  Nottingham,  at  wiiidi  there  has  been  a 
goodly  attendance. 

Steps  were  early  uken  to  bereeee  the  number  of 
members  by  drenlars  addreased  to  all  the  medkal  nea 
in  these  two  counties. 

The  prindpal  objects  of  the  Association  set  forth  by 
drcular  have  been  before  the  members  for  some  tisie^ 
and  although  we  are  not  prepared  to  announce  any  new 
matter  to  &  meeting,  we  fed  justified  in  ssyfaig  that 
unity  of  sentiment  has  been  eipreesed  at  the  few  neet- 
meetings  which  have  been  heU,  that  good  fedmg  bsa 
permsded  those  meetings,  and  the  hand  of  firieufisbip 
has  been  more  dosdy  grasped ; — ^that  medicd  ethics 
have  been  oonddered  and  discussed  in  order  to  de? dope 
a  rule  of  conduct  for  the  guidsnoe  of  medicd  men,  so 
aa  to  promote  the  honour  of  the  profinsioa  and  ad- 
vance the  best  interssts  of  mankind.  Our  prdisiteSiy 
meeting,  though  not  nnmeroua,  was  marked  by  sa 
earnest  determination  to  follow  up  the  spirit  infeied 
into  it  by  the  excellent  Chdrman  and  P^dent,  Sir 
Charies  Hastings,  whose  high  mentd  qualifications  fcr 
such  oflioes  were  only  equalled  by  the  seal  and  urbaaiiy 
icharged  them.    Hia  qualities  of  hssA 


with  which  he  discharged  1 
and  heart  are  worthy  to  descend  to  future  genentioaa 
of  medical  men.  Although  your  assodation  hss  not 
higherto  been  able  to  lead  the  medical  mind,  it  may 
yet,  by  the  asdduons  attention  to  the  important  duties, 
devolving  upon  it,  give  a  bias  in  the  right  direetkia. 
To  this  end  meetings  have  been  hdd  both  in  Derby 
and  in  Nottingham,  in  fortheranoe  of  the  Medifid 
Reform  Bill,  and  it  is  hoped  the  other  divisbns  of  the 
Midland  Branch  will  bring  their  best  efforts  to  beer 
on  the  subject,  till  the  cry  for  Reform,  which  hes 
sounded  In  our  central  counties,  shall  have  eitad 
through  the  land.  That  the  theme  of  Modfed  RelKm 
shouhl  engage  oar  notioe  in  the  latter  half  ol  Iha 
nineteenth  century,  seems  no  way  atrange,  seciog 
that  cheap  knowledge  is  increadng, — ^that  the  vnlgsr 
mind  is  becoming  every  day  more  enlightened, — ^thst 
the  duly  struggle  to  procure  a  precarious  sabsistettos 
leada  men  of  no  prindple  to  grasp  at  aoose  of  the 
emolumeato  and  to  trespass  on  the  righto  of  the  initialsd^ 
gain  bdng  their  prindpd  object,  they  think  the  end 
justifies  the  means,  and  thus  quackery  rears  its  heed 
and  encroaches  on  the  cUims  of  the  unsuspecting  mem- 
bers of  a  proverbidly  liberd  profeedon,  until  the 
medicd  man  ia  driven  to  the  neoeadty  of  making  a 
great  persond  sacrifice  for  a  future  good  to  hia  feB^« 
Thence  we  have  medicd  benevokot  fonda  and  instifca- 
tions  rising  on  every  hand,  from  the  army  saedicd  food 
to  the  College  and  the  fond  proposed  by  the  Council  of 
our  own  Association. 

We  are  happy  to  find  that  there  are  hi  tiiese  midlaad 
counties  upwards  of  seventy  members  of  tte  AssodstinB, 
and  we  hope  to  aee  a  considerable  increaae  in  a  short 
time. 

The  expenses  of  the  branch  have  not  egceeded  tiis 
sum  apportioned  to  it  by  the  generd  Council  of  the 
Association,  viz.,  one-seventh  of  the  income.  At  tha 
last  qoartsriy  meeting  hdd  at  Derby,  the  rales  of  te^ 
Msnriwstar  Medioa-Ethiod  Association  wan  diiiasilli 
and  an  amended  copy  sent  for  approvd  to  the  Gealnd 
Council  at  Worcester.  (An  answer  has  bean  rsodved 
firom  the  Generd  Secretary,  who  has  no  doubt  of  thdr 
being  adopted.) 

At  the  same  meeting  an  instnotiw  pap«  **0m 
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BpOeiMjr,"  was  read  by  Dr.  Hitchman,  Phyiiciaii  to 
4fae  Derby  Asylnn ;  and  aaiurgical  bandage  was  shown 
by  Mr.  Jones,  of  Derby. 

The  Rutland  practitioners  lia^e  been  invited  to  this 
meeting. 

Dr.  fiarday,  of  Leicester,  has  been  so  kind  as  to 
«ooept  the  office  of  Honoraiy  Secretary  for  Leicester- 
sbhre ;  and  Mr.  Sympson,  of  Lincoln,  has  accepted  the 
same  office  for  Lincolnshire. 

It  is  competent  for  the  members  to  appoint  the 
Preddent-EIect,  the  Coundl,  the  quarterly  meetings, 
jokl  the  place  of  meeting. 

In  condndinif  this  report  the  members  are  infohned; 
that  Mr.  Darby  has  resigned  to  Mr.  Joseph  White,  the 
office  of  Honorary  Secrirtary  for  Nottingham. 

S.  W.  Fbarn,  Secretary,  Derby. 
A.  Darbt,  Secretary,  Nottingham. 

Dr.  Hbtoate,  of  Derby,  had  great  pleasure  in 
moving  the  adoption  cf  the  report.  He  at  the  same 
time  was  impelled  to  state  the  pleasure  he  felt  at  seeing 
so  numerous  an  astemblage  in  Nottingham,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  first  anniversary  of  their  branch.  He 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  he  did  not  know  a 
more  prosperous  Branch  Association  than  this  one, 
jmd  was  sure  that  its  founder  (Sir  Charles  Hastings) 
would  be  highly  delighted  when  he  perused  the  report, 
ifaid  know  that  so  many  members  o^  the  profession  had 
been  present  at  the  first  annual  meeting. 

Mr.  Pagxt,  of  Leicester,  had  great  pleasure  in 
aeoonding  the  adoption  of  the  report,  the  excellenco  of 
which  really  left  him  nothing  further  to  say. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Dr.  Hutchinson,  of  Nottingham,  said, — I  propose 
that  our  next  meeting  be  held  at  Leicester,  and  that 
Thomas  Paget,  Esq.,  be  requested  to  take  the  office  of 
President.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Douglas  Fox,  of  Derby :  I  have  great  pleasure 
in  secondmg  that  resolution,  and  I  do  so  from  the 
(nowledge  I  have  of  Mr.  Paget,  the  high  standing 
which  he  has  always  maintained  at  Leicester,  not  onlji: 
as  regards  his  &mily,  but  with  regard  to  his  conduct 
professionally,  and  in  all  other  respects.  I  am  sure 
that  vre  shall  derive  great  advantage  from  having  him 
as  our  President,  and  that  considerable  honour  will 
thereby  attach  to  our  Institution.  (Hear,  hear.)  I 
«m  confident  that  every  gentleman  present  will  feel  that 
wo  have  made  a  very  good  selection,  and  have  therefore 
the  greatest  possible  pleasure  in  seconding  the  motion. 
(Applause.) 

The  resolution  was  put  from  the  chair  and  carried. 

Mr.  Paget  :  I  hardly  know  how  to  express  my 
obfigations  for  the  honour  you  have  conferred  upon  me. 
In  reference  to  the  burden  you  have  put  upon  my 
shoulders,  although  1  feel  I  am  wanting  in  many  of  the 
qualities  which  are  essential  to  the  proper  discharge  of 
my  duties,  I  will  endeavour  to  make  up  for  my  de^- 
denetes  by  steadiness,  seal,  and  candour,  and  trust  that 
every  indulgence  will  be  shown  to  me  by  the  Society. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Eaton,  of  Grantham,  briefly  submitted  the 
Bftzt  resolution,  which,  with  the  subsequent  addition  of 
m  name,  stood  thus  :^ 

"That  Mr.  Paget,  Mr.  Macanley,  Dr.  Shaw,  and 
Mr.  Bowmar,  be,  and  are  hereby  now  elected  as  the 
Council  for  Leicestershire.'^ 

The  resolution  was  seconded  l^  Mr.  FiAmR,  of 
Derby,  and  unanimously  affirmed. 


Mr.  Cartbsll,  of  Wirkswortfa :  It  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  have  the  opportfaiity  of  proposing  the 
fourth  rssolutioB.  I  have  for  many  years  been  • 
member  of  the  Parent  Association,  and  have  derived 
great  instruction  and  pleasure  from  that  connection.  I 
have  found  the  discuision-meetiiigs  so  useful  and  agree- 
able to  myself,  that  I  have  felt  for  many  years  the 
desire  that  we  should  be  afforded  similar  opportunities 
of  aaitiBg  nearer  home.  We,  who  are  engaged  in 
country,  practice,  cannot  always  attend  the  meetings 
if^.they  are  held  in  distant  localities,  but  by  having  a 
branch/  of  the  Parent  Association,  we  can  have  our 
meetings  nearer  home,  and  I  am  sure  that  it  will  be 
very  beneficial  to  us  to  have  such  opportunities  of 
communioating  to  one  another  the  knowledge  which  we 
possess,  and  to  become  acquainted  with  men  whom  we 
l^r  of  day  by  day.  I  propose—*'  That  a  Local  Council 
be  formed  for  Lincohuhire,  and  that  Mr.  Sympson  be 
requested  to  make  t^e  necessary  arrangements." 

Mr.  Browne,  of  Wymeswold,  in  seconding  the 
resolution  moved  by  the  last  speaker,  expressed  his 
cordial  hope  that  it  would  be  carried  into  effect.  He 
would  echo  the  language  adopted  in  the  report,  wisUng 
that  every  principal  town  in  the  kingdom  would  farm  a 
branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Asso- 
oiatioD  or  Committee.    (Applause.) 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimpualy. 

Mr.  FsARN,  of  Derby:  Before  I  proofed  to  read 
my  short  paper,  I  am  sure  yon  will  excuse  me  for 
tiespassing  for  a  brief  moment  by  reminding  yon  that 
another  part  of*  our  duty  still  remains  unperformed, 
and  that  is  to  thank  our  excellent  President  for  ^ 
admiiable,  instructive,  and  lucid  address.  (Appla^.) 
I  beg  leave,  therefor^  to  propose  that  a  vote  of  thanks 
be  presented  to  our  present  worthy  President  for  the 
address  he  has  delivered  to  us.    (Applause.) 

Dr.  Shaw,  of  Leicester,  in  seconding  the  motion, 
said  there  was  nf»  doubt  that  the  sentiments  enunciated 
in  the  address  would  meet  with  hearty  response  from 
the  profession,  who  would  use  all  the  means  within 
their  power  to  promote  the  objects  so  ably  advocated. 

The  motion  was  carried  by  acohunation. 

The  Pbbsidbxt  x  I  thank  you  cordially  for  the  kind 
attention  you  paid  to  my  address,  and  for  echoing  the 
tiie  sentiments,  projtounded.  I  may  say,  in  all  sincerity. 
I  can  only  say  I  will  do  the  best  I  can  to  conduct  your 
proceedings,  and  express  my  hope  that  every  future 
meeting  will  be  more  successful  than  the  one  to-day. 
(Applause,) 

Mr.  Fbarn,  then  said,  I  fed  yery  unwilling  to 
tz«8pass  at  all  upon  the  time  of  the  meeting,  and  indeed 
I  should  not  have  done  so>  had  I  not  been  pressed  to 
introduce  to  your  notice  a  little  contrivance  for  the 
extraction  of  foreign  bodies  from  the  bronchi,  which  I 
had  ttie  pleasure  to  exhibit  to  a  few  of  our  members  at 
the  dose  of  the  last  quarterly  meeting  held  at  Derby. 
It  will  be  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  detain  yon  long, 
as  all  I  wish  to  say  is  oomprised  in  the  recommendation 
of  tkteoep  in  the  place  of  foretpi,  for  the  removal  of 
those  substances  which  most  commonly  find  their  way 
into  the  air  pesHges.  It  would  be  altogether  out  of 
place  for  me  to  say  one  word  upon  the  operation  of 
tracheotomy,  or  ,to  do  more  than  8inq>ly  remind  yon  of 
the  difficulties  often  attendant  upon  the  attempt  to  ex- 
tract a  body  lodged  in  either  bronchus.    The  foilure  of 
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ndi  men  m  the  late  Mr.  Key  and  Sir  Bei^aiiim  firodie 
in  these  attempts  most  be  familiar  to  yoa  all,  and  it  is 
in  the  hope  that  I  may  furnish  yon  with  an  additional 
means  of  operating  sucoessfully  that  I  now  request  yoor 
attention  to  an  instrument  which  I  have  myself  found 
amiktble  in  practice.  The  seoop  will,  I  apprehend,  he 
found  most  applicable  in  those  cases  in  which  some 
smooth  substance  such  as  a  pebble,  a  fruit  stone,  a 
bean,  or  a  shell  has  been  lodged  in  the  bronchus.  In 
such  a  case  as  Mr.  Liston's,  in  which  a  piece  of  bone 
was  fixed  in  the  right  bronchus,  we  must  still  trust  to 
the  forceps,  but  I  feel  a  strong  persuasion  that  in  ail 
the  other  recorded  cases  the  scoop  would  have  been 
found  a  preferable  instrument.  The  one  I  have  had 
made  is  simply  a  piece  of  siWer  eight  inches  long,  with  a 
•coop  at  each  end,  (one  larger  than  the  other,)  and  very 
like  the  scoop  at  the  end  of  a  director  or  the  old  bullet-' 
■coop.  I  will  very  briefly  relate  the  instance  in  which 
I  succeeded.  In  April,  1848, 1  was  requested  by  my 
friend,  Mr.  Tsylor^  of  Derby,  to  assist  him  in  a  case  in 
which  a  boy,  ten  years  of  age,  had  let  a  small  oowry- 
ahell  slip  into  the  windpipe.  The  usual  distressing 
symptoms  followed,  and  after  in  vain  attempting  to 
dislodge  the  substance  by  inverting  the  patient,  whilst 
under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  and  striking  him 
repeatedly  over  the  spine,  Mr.  Taylor  made  the  necessary 
incisions  and  opened  the  winiipipe  by  a  slit  about  an' 
inch  long.  From  the  position  in  which  I  was  placed, 
and  aa  the  risk  of  suffocation  was  imminent,  the  further 
steps  of  the  operation  were  assigned  to  me,  and  after 
having  several  times  seised  the  shell,  which  was  lodged 
in  the  left  bronchus,  but  without  succeeding  in  removing 
it,  in  consequence  of  its  slipping  from  the  grasp  of  the ' 
foroepfi,  I  was  enabled  at  once,  and  with  the  greatest 
ftdlicy,  to  extract  it  with  the  scoop  of  a  director.  Of 
course  the  symptoms  were  immediately  relieved,  and 
under  the  skilful  care  of  Mr.  Taylor^  the  patient  made  a 
speedy  and  happy  recovery. 

[The  instrument  waa  handed  round  and  examined' 
minutely  by  the  company,  whereupon  an  interesting 
diacnssbn  arose,  in  which  Mr.  Paget,  Dr.  Hutchinson, 
Mr.  Joseph  Thompson,  Mr.  A.  Darby,  and  Mr.  D* 
Fox,  took  part,  all  of  whom  expressed  their  approval  of 
the  instrument.] 

Mr.  JosJiPB  Whits  read  a  long  and  exceeding^ 
interesting  paper  on  **  The  Medical  Topography  of 
Nottinghamshire." 

Mr.  JoNSs,  of  Derby,  expressed  his  high  sense  of 
the  value  of  the  paper  to  which  they  had  just  listened, 
and  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  tendered 
to  Mr.  White  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Hbnbt  Tatlob,  of  Nottingham,  seconded  the 
resolution,  and  said:  Such  a  paper  should  not  be 
allowed  to  psss  without  due  notice  being  taken  of  it. 
It  embodied  an  amount  of  research,  industry,  and 
talent,  such  as  we. seldom  see  displayed.  (Applause.) 
And,  if  it  be  not  out  of  place,  I  would  recommend 
that  Mr.  White  be  requested  to  allow  the  paper  to  be 
printed,  as  I  am  well  assured  that  so  elaborate  and 
beantifol  a  composition  should  not  be  lost. 

The  Pbxsidbnt  :  I  cordially  concur  in  the  proposal 
to  have  it  printed ;  and  I  would  suggest  that  we  reoom- 
mend  to  the  Central  Council  at  Wocoester  thatthe  paper 
|»e  inserted  in  their  snnual"  Transactions."  (Aj^jlmad,) 


Mr.  DouoLAS  Fox,  of  Derby,  supported  the  nss- 
lutbn.  He  said :  The  paper  is  one  I  have  Hsteaed  to 
with  the  deepest  attention.  It  is  highly  creditable  to  ' 
the  gentleman  who  has  drawn  it  up,  and  it  is  tlio 
creditable  to  the  town  of  Nottingham  to  contain  n 
individual  of  such  tale  its  and  such  inde&tigabie  nd 
and  industry  as  Mr.  White.  (Apphuise)  I  think  it  of 
the  highest  importance  that  this  paper  should' bo 
printed  and  circuUted,  for  the  benefit  of  Nottinghssi, 
as  well  as  of  other  communities. 
.  Dr.  Hstoatb,  :  I  concur  in  the  suggestion ;  aad 
I  am  sure  that  the  Central  Council  will  be  hot  toe 
happy  to  receive  so  valuable  a  document,  which  out 
be  generally,  as  well  as  locally,  interesting. 

Dr.  Gill,  of  Nottingham,  made  a  fow  obserfstioas 
relative  to  a  small  omission  in  the  paper,  while  at  the 
same  time  he  paid  a  high  compliment  to  Mr.  White 
for  his  truly  excellent  document,  expressing  his  eanot 
hope  that  it  might  be  published. 

Dr.  Shaw,  of  Leicester,  in  the  course  of  a  fariif 
speech,  said :  I  listened  with  more  than  usual  hUoeit 
and  delight  to  the  paper  laid  before  us  by  Mr.  White. 
I  have  in  former  days  taken  a  considerable  ammmt  sf 
pains  in  connection  with  statistics;  and  I  cannot  but 
pause  for  a  moment  tc  pass  an  eulogy  upon  thst 
gentleman  for  the  vast  amount  of  labour  which  ths 
document  must  have  lequired;  and  when  we  reflect 
that  his  time  must  be  almost  wholly  monopolised  at  the 
hospital,  we  can  only  be  of  one  opinion,  -that  he  is 
no  ordinary  Character. 

Mr.  Eduison,  of  Nottingham,  having  added  a  sMad 
of  praise  to  Mr.  White,  the  vote  of  thanks  wss  onsai- 
mously  carried ;  the  motion  including  a  reoommendatuA 
to  the  Central  Council  at  Worcester  that  the  paper  be 
published  in  the  annual  "  Transactions." 

Mr.  White  having  briefly  acknowledged  the  tan* 
pliment,  and  expressed  his  willingness  that  the  pijMrbs 
printed, 

Mr.  Paobt,  of  Leicester,  stated  that  an  overrigbft  hsd 
most  singularly  occurred  in  appointing  the  Council  for 
the  county  of  Leicester;  and  to  the  names  of  the 
gentlemen  already  appointed  he  propofMd  that  thatcf 
Mr.  A.  Cooper  be  added. 

Seconded  and  carried  nem,  eon. 

As  the  dinner  hour  was  close  at  hand,  it  was  sgreei 
that  Mr.  B.  W.  Brown,  of  Wymeawold,  shoold  sdjoaia 
the  reading  of  his  paper  on  '*  Intestinal  ObstroctioBs' 
to  the  next  quarteriy  meeting  of  the  branch. 

Mr.  Sympson,  of  Lincoln,  then  read  a  short  psp* 
on  *'  Tumour  of  the  Male  Breast,"  which  led  to  a  brief 
discussion. 

Mr.  Evans,  of  Derby,  expressed  his  satisftfiisn  it 
the  success  of  their  meeting,  and  at  tiie  fact  that  the 
Branch  Association  was  now  established.  He  b^geA 
to  submit  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  accorded  to  thar 
first  President,  Dr.  Bent,  to  whom  they  lay  ondergtei* 
obligations  for  his  kind  and  courteous  oondoct  while  ia 
the  chair,  and  to  whom  much  of  their  early  waeeim 
must  be  attributed.     (Applause.) 

Dr.  Hutchinson,  of  Nottingham,  reitersting  *• 
expressions  of  approval,  seconded  the  resolatkm,  ww* 
was  carried  with  enthosiaam,  and  suitably  acknovledgea 
by  Dr.  Bent. 

Dr.  Good  was  tqppointed  Joint  Secretny  ibr  00^ 
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irith  Mr.  Vmnk^  and  accepted  the  office  with  aincere 


Mr.  DovGLAS  Fox  then  moved  a  Tote  of  thanks  to 
ibiB  President  for  his  oondnct  in  the  chair,  which  was 
canned  hy  acdanation. 

Dr.  Williams  acknowledged  the  hononr.  He 
koped  that  the  present  might  be  the  worst  meeting 
tli«j  woiild  ever  have.    (Applaoae.) 


At  six  o'clodc  in  the  erening  a  samptnons  dinner 
was  provided  for  the  members  at  the  George  the  Fourth 
Hotel,  in  Carlton  Street.  Dr.  Williams,  the  Preiideot, 
oociipied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Feam,  of  Derby,  tLe  vice- 
chair.  With  one  or  two  ezneptioDS  all  the  gentlemen 
before  named  were  present,  with  the  addition  of  W. 
FUkin,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  Nottingham ;  Capt.  Legard, 
F^resident  of  the  Committee  of  the  Connty  Lunatic 
Asylnm;  Rev.  J.  VI .  Brooks,  Vicar  oCSt.  Mary's,  and 
Pretfdent  of  the  Dispensary;  W.  Hannay,  Esq.,  Chair- 
man  of  the  Nottingham  Sanitary  Committee ;  and  W. 
fiiahop,  Esq. 

After  the  removal  of  the  cloth  the  Pbksidbnt  com- 
menced by  giving,  in  sncoession,  the  following  toasts, 
all  of  which  were  duly  hononred :— •*  Her  Majesty  the 
Qaeen;"  ''Prince  Albert,  and  the  rest  of  the  Royal 
Family;"  "The  Chnrch,"  acknowledged  by  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Brooks;  "The  Army  and  Navy,"  acknowledged 
by  Capt.  Legard. 

Dr.  Uetoatb,  of  Derby,  then  proposed,  in  highly 
flattering  terms,  the  health  of  "  Sir  Charles  Hastings, 
the  fbnnder  of  this  Association."  This  meeting  was 
lar  superior  to  the  generality  of  branch  meetings,  and 
would  not  have  disgraced  the  Parent  Association  itself. 
The  speaker  then  read  a  letter  from  Sir  Charles 
Hastings  to  Dr.  Williams,  ezpressing^is  regret  at  not 
being  able  to  comply  with  the  invitation  he  had  received 
to  attend  on  this  occasion,  and  saying  that  he  looked 
forward  to  no  distant  day  when  they  might  hold  the 
aoDual  meeting  of  the  General  Association  in  Not- 
tingham. He  recommended  that  the  matter  be  talked 
of  by  the  medical  friends  %t  Nottingham,  as  he  coo- 
■idered  the  town  very  well  situated  for  the  purpose. 
He  was  glad  to  observe  they  had  such  an  intelligent 
ddcf  magistrate,  and  that  the  Mayor  had  been  asked 
to  be  present  at  the  dinner.    (Applause.) 

The  Prbsidbnt  then  briefly,  and  in  complimentary 
terms,  proposed  the  health  of  "  WUliam  Felkin,  Esq., 
«be  Mayor  of  Nottingham,"  which  was  drunk  with 
Sybase. 

The  Mayor  rose  to  respond,  and  was  received  with 
aiiplanae.  He  expressed  his  acknowledgments  for  the 
kind  manner  in  which  his  name  had  been  received,  and 
tor  the  honour  thereby  conferred  upon  the  office  he 
beld  by  the  eliie  of  a  profession  of  the  most  important 
diancter,  of  the  highest  attainment,  and  of  the  greatest 
benefit  to  society,  drawn  not  only  from  his  own  town 
bat  from  those  in  the  midland  district.  Both  himself 
end  his  townsmen  held  in  the  highest  honor  and  esti- 
metion  the  gentlemen  of  that  important  profession  wbo 
ymA  associated  themselves  together,  and  had  chosen 
Nottingham  this  day  as  the  place  of  their  gathering. 
While  his  townsmen  held  in  high  estimation  those 


them  of  so  many  gentlemen  distinguished  for  tslent  and 
usefulness  from  their  neighbouring  towns.    (AppUuse.) 
He  was  assured  that  their  visitors  would  find  m  this 
town  gentlemen  of  the  medical  profaasion  possessed  of 
talent,  assiduity,  skilfnlness,  and  of  that  benevolence 
of  feeling  which  had  ever   been    the    distinguishing 
characteristics  of  one  of  the  most  useful  bodies  of  the 
community,  in  ihct,  men  of  that  stamp  who  would 
bear  comparison  with  those  of  other  towns.  (Applause.) 
He  considered  that  a  debt  of  gratitude  was  due  from 
so^e6^  in  general  to  the   members' of   the  medical 
profession  which  could  never  be  adequately  repaid.   He 
was  not  one  of  those  who  begrudged  the  payment  of  the 
medical  bills,  being  convinced  that  to  the  gentlemen  of 
this  profession  they  were  indebted  for  many  of  the 
ootiforts,  and  some  of  the  pleasurea  of  life,  and  for 
smoothing  their  progress  to  the  grave.    He  could  say, 
for  himself  and  townsmen,  that  they  were  increasingly 
anxious,  day  after  day,  to  vdtness  the  progress  of  truth 
and  science  amongst  them  ;  and  he  only  regretted  that 
circumstances    had   absolutely    prevented    him    from 
enjojing  the  opportuiuty  of  hearing  the  remarks  and 
opinions  of  so  mtmy  eminent  professional  men  at  the 
previous  meeting.     He  trusted  that  when  their  guests 
came  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  local  medical 
charities,  and  into  the  arrangements  which  were  carried 
out  under  the  officers  of  those  admirable  institutions^ 
they  would  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that  they  in  this 
locality  were  not  altogether    behind   in   the   march 
of  improvement.      After  some  fhrther  remarks,  hie 
Worship  sgain  tendered  his  thanks  for  the  kind  manner 
In  which  they  had  drunk  his  health. 

The  Prbsidbkt,  before  giving  the  next  toast,  supplied 
some  explsnations  in  reference  to  the  preparations  made 
for  the  festivities  of  the  evening,  it  having  been 
resolved  that  they  should  iuTite,  in  adOidon  to  the 
members  of  the  medical  profession,  some  gentlemen 
Irho  were  oonnected  with  the  local  diarities.  They  had, 
therefore,  asked  the  President  of  the  General  Hospital, 
Mr.  E.  V.  P.  Bumell;  abo  Captain  Legard,  the 
President  of  the  Asylum;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brooks,  the 
President  of  the  Dispensary;  the  town-member,  Mr- 
Walter;  Mr.  Nixon,  of  Nuttal,  one  of  the  Comity 
Magistrates,  and  a  gentleman  who  had  manifested  a 
gratifying  interest  in  the  medical  profession,  and  in  the 
charities  of  the  neighbourhood,  sn  old  companion-in- 
arms ;  Mr.  Oldknow  and  Mr.  Edwin ;  Mr.  Hannay,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee;  and  Mr.  Bishop. 
Indisposition  and  other  drcustances  had  prevented  the 
attendance  of  some  of  these  gentlemen.  The  speaker 
then  read  letters  of  apology  fifom  Mr.  Walter  and  Mr. 
Bumell,  expressing  their  deep  interest  in  the  progress 
of  the  Association ;  and,  after  some  ftirther  observations, 
.highly  eulogismg  the  management  of  the  General 
Hospital,  he  proposed  as  the  next  toast  "  The  Health 
of  the  President  and  success  to  that  Institution,"^ 
(Apptause.)-<»upling  with  it  the  name  of  the  only 
acting  officer  present,  Mr.  Joseph  White.  (Renewed 
appUuse.) 

Mr.  Whitb,  in  a  brief  and  appropriate   speech, 
acknowledged  the  compliment. 

The  Prbsidbnt^  (Visiting  Phyiridan  to  the  Institu- 
Uon)  in  proposing  "The  health  of  Ciptain  Legard,  the 


amfesrional  gentlemen  who  resided  in  theur  midst,  they ,  -  r-.     c  .    *  " ,       m    •••  -    * 

^la^  wiHi  ptoawne  and  satirfaotion  the  advent  amongst  ^Fteudent  of  the  County  Lunatic  Asylum,     obsssivea. 
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tibi*  many  genHemen  had  head  him  (the  ChnrnMu)  say 
what  he  now  with  pleaanre  leitefBted,  that  the  medical 
-«flkeciatthaftiiiftitiitioii  wereaopportedby  tfaeforenon 
In  efoy  poarible  way,  and  io  hdf  nearly  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  they  bad  hoped  to  gaip,  were  now,  through 
the  actinty,  nal,  and  kindneas  of  CapL  Legard,  likely 
to  be  bron^t  before  them.  The  Nottingham  Aaylam, 
though  one  of  the  wont-boilt  institationa  of  the  kind  in 
England,  would,  he  had  no  doabt,  soon  become  all  that 
WB8  desired,  and  Tery  far  from  the  worst  in  the 
ooontry,  in  oohseqnenoe  of  the  exertiona  of  thaiif  truly 
valuable  President.  The  Chairman  then  referred  to 
tiie  Benevolent  Fond,  established  by  the  late  Dr. 
Blake,  and  the  mnnifioent  donation  presented  by  Lady 
Middleton,  by  means  of  which  they  gave  the  inmates 
employment  and  maintenance  till  they  were  able  to 
keep  themselves.  Another  great  advantage  connected 
with  this  institution  would  be  the  large  airing  grounds 
(reoently  purehased  for  the  manual  employment  of  the 
lunatics,  the  humane  system  being  the  principle  in  use 
nt  this  Asylum.  He  thought  it  right  to  say  here,  and 
he  did  so  with  all  truth  and  sincerity,  that  the  Notting- 
ham Asylum  waa  the  first  institution  in  BngUnd  in 
which  the  humane  treatment  of  lunatics  was  £urly 
tried.  It  was  not  done  suddenly,  by  taking  away  from 
every  lunatic  in  the  asylum  every  fetter  and  lock  at 
once,  but  it  was  progressively  done,  and  in  such  'cases 
where  it  was  thought  it  could  be  done  with  prudence. 
Under  the  care  and  direction  of  the  late  Drs.  Drake  and 
Powell,  this  system  was  permanently  adopted  at  the 
Nottingham  Asylum.  After  eulogising  the  exertions  of 
his  oollesgue — Mr.  Alderson,  and  speaking  in  tanss  of 
praise  lespeotiog  the  general  management  of  the  Institn- 
tion.  Dr.  Williams  concluded  by  proposing  the  health 
of  the  President  of  the  Nottingham  County  Lunatic 
Asylum.  (Applause.) 
The  toast  having  been  drunk  with  enthusiasm, 
Captain  Lboajid  rose  to  acknowledge  the  oon^li- 
ment.  After  ezpressiog  his  thanks  for  the  kind  manner 
in  which  his  name  had  been  coupled  with  the  Institution, 
he  explained  his  own  views  with  reference  to  what  ought 
to  be  the  treatment  of  the  insane,  be  being  of  opinion 
that  the  subject  was  of  fkr  more  importance  than  any 
other,  in  a  medical  point  of  view,  inasmuch  as  every 
part  of  the  body  was  useless  when  the  brain  was 
affected.  It  was  lamentable  to  reflect  how  much  dia- 
eaaes  of  the  brain  had  been  neglected,  by  being  almost 
nnivenally  treated  as  incurable,  while  recent  experience 
had  abundantly  proved  that  with  proper  skill  and  atten- 
tion, affections  of  this  description  might  be  eured.  He 
trusted  that  the  time  was  £sst  approaching  when  such 
exortions  would  be  made  by  the  memben  of  the  medical 
profiassion  that  insanity  wouU  be  treated  as  a  disease, 
in  the  same  way  as  any  other  malady ;  if  such  were  the 
case,  he  had  no  doubt  its  cure  could  be  reckoned  on 
with  equal  certamty.  (Applause.)  He  regretted  that 
■a  sort  of  disgiaoe  seemed  to  attach  to  any  member  of  a 
Ihmily  being  afflicted  with  insanity  i  in  consequence  of 
which  it  was  kept  a  long  time  secret  from  the  medical 
profession.  Tiiey  knew  from  practical  experience  that 
it  was  of  the  very  last  importance  that  cases  of  insanity 
should  be  attended  to  on  the  appearance  of  the  very 
iirst  symptom ;  that,  in  fisct,  the  earlier  the  stage  in 
which  it  was  treated  the  greater  chance  there  was  of 


With  respeet  to  the  institutionfor  tin  oeWtj, 
it  had  been  his  earnest  endeavour  to  obtsin  kt  Ikt 
patients  ample  room  for  the  exerdaaof  theif  Boseilir 
eoengissontef  doofs,  wfaidiwM  one  of  the pri«i|id 
means  for  promotmg  the  cure  of  the  disesss.  It  w 
most  diiienlt  to  trteat  the  diiAM  if  the  geaenl  ijitn 
were  not  kept  in  n  perftetly  healthy  sUte.  TlMMgh 
they  had  succeeded  in  procuring  snffident  land  te  ssospf 
the  patients  with  manual  labour,  they  were  still  adEsr- 
ing  much  inconvenience  on  account  of  the  mstitDtioB 
being  so  very  fall,  and  from  the  number  of  old  patie^ta, 
whose  cure  was  almost  hopeless,  but  the  sttentioa  to 
whom  prevented  that  amount  of  energy  being  directed 
to  the  younger  inmates  which  would  doubtleas  conduce 
to  their  cure.  After  some  further  remarks  of  la 
extremely  useful,  but  mostiy  of  a  local  cbaTtcter,  tte 
gallant  Captain  resumed  his  seat  amidst  loud  spplaue. 

The  Chairman  gave  as  the  next  toast,  "TbB 
Nottingham  Dispensary,"  coupling  with  itthensoieof 
Uie  Presidentof  that  Institution,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Broob, 
M.A. 

Mr.  BnooKS  having  responded, — 

Mr.  Douglas  Fox,  of  Derby,  rose  to  propose  fte 
"  Health  of  Dr.  Williams,  the  President"  Hedb- 
chaiged  this  duty  because  he  was  not  an .  inhabitant  of 
the  town  of  Nottingham,  and  also  because,  as  be  « 
an  old  friend  of  hu,  he  was  anxious  to  pay  to  m 
personal  respects  to  Dr.  Williams,  and  see  that  all  fte. 
rest  of  the  company  did  the  same,  a  propoaition  wUch 
he  had  no  doubt  would  be  received  with  the  cordiality 
and  enthusiasm  which  it  deserved.  If  they  had  not 
known  their  worthy  President  before  to  day,  the  ad- 
mirable address  which  they  had  heard  was  auffident  to 
distinguish  him  very  highly  in  his  profession.  HaWS 
referred  in  eulogistic  terms  to  Mr.  White's  paper,  he 
alluded  to  the  state  of  medical  talent  in  Nottinghaaj 
which  was  such  as  to  reflect  the  highest  hosoarand 
credit  upon  tiie  midland  district.  Incondnding  hs 
expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  results  of  the  meetiiig. 

The  Chairman  acknowledged  tiie  «>»»P^®*  * 
suitable  terms,  and  shortiy  after  proposed  the  "  Heal 
of  the  Visitors,"  Messrs.  BUhop  and  Hannay. 

Mr.  Bishop  responded  to  the  toast. 

The  next  toast  from  the  chair,  was  that  of  "Mr.  PlfB^ 
tiie  President  for  the  next  year,"  who  «^I»«^^ 
acknowhsdgments.  Dr.  Heygate  proposed  *'J» 
Healtii  of  Dr.  Bent,  of  Derby,"  after  tiie  »cknoirte^ 
ment  of  which  the  Vice-President  proposed 
Health  of  Mr.  Newnham,  of  Famham." 

The  meeting  soon  after  broke  up. 


'tbB 


EPIDEMIOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

At  the  ordinary  Meeting  of  tiie  SocWy  IwU/*^ 
House  of  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chiraigi«*l  SoW 
53.  Bemer's  Street,  on  Monday,  June  7th,  1«W»  ^ 
Babington,  President,  in  the  Chair,  ^^^^f^ 
cellent  and  interesting  papers  were  read  on  the  mfcxtm 
subject  of  Small-pox  and  Vaccination  in  Ipd**' 

The  firet  paper  "  On  tiie  Introduction  and  PW* 
of  Vaccination  into  Bepgal/'  by  Dr.  C.  Fwcb,  m 
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III*  UJLhC^,  and  FrmUkiaef  SwieoB,  Caloatte»  wm 
n^  hf  tbrt  gaiMflinMi,  of  which  w*  give  sn  abatnct. 


T%is  paper  ii  an  qiitome  of  the  History  of  the  Intro- 
duction and  Prograia  of  Vacdnation  into  Bengal," 
compned  principally  from  the  reports  sncoessiTcly  pnb- 
liahed  by  the  Superintendents-General  of  Vaccination,  in 
Beqgal— Messrs.  Shoolbred,  Cameron,  and  Stewart. 

The  periods  intervening  between  the  dates  of  pub- 
lication, comprise  so  many  epochs  in  the  history  of  this 
very  interesting  subject,  beginning  with  the  first  notice 
nearly  half  a  oentury  ago,  in  1804,  by  Dr.  Shoolbred, 
contuming  to  the  year  1829,  the  date  of  Mr.  Cameron's 
lepori,  and  to  that  of  1843-44,  when  Dr.  Stewart,  the 
preaent  Superintendent- General  of  Vaccination,  pre- 
sented his  first  report  to  the  Government  of  Bengal. 
A  lata  and  second  report,  published  by  Dr.  Stewart, 
haa  famished  the  author  of  the  paper  with  materials 
for  adding  a  supplement,  which  brings  down  the  account 
of  Tacefaiation  in  Bengal  to  the  year  1850. 

1!lie  history  of  yaccination  in  Bengal  furnishes 
leasona  rather  for  painful  commentary  than  for  hearty 
congratulation  on  the  introduction  to  our  eastern  pos- 
■essiona  of  the  greatest  boon  which  science  has  yet 
omfenred  on  mankind,  and  for  deep  regret  that  a  boOn 
above  all  price,  should  have  been  virtually  rejected 
bj  our  Indian  fisllow-Babjects,  through  ignorance  and 
jprejudice. 

Vaccination  may  be  said  to  have  been  virtually  re- 
jected by  the  inhabitants  of  Bengal  as  a  community, 
notwithstanding  the  desire  and  endeavours  <tf  the  pre- 
aent  mkrs  of  India  to  introduce  this  inestimable  blessing 
into  the  countries  subject  to  their  rule,  placing  it  within 
every  man's  reach,  notwilhstanding  the  unwearied 
leal  and  exertions  of  their  medical  oflScers  to  carry  out 
tiie  purpose  of  thdr  directors,  and  notwithstanding  the 
advantages  of  accepting  it  being  so  obvious,  and  the 
dangers  incident  to  its  rejection  so  appalling.  Half  a 
eentory  haa  nearly  elapsed  since  its  first  introduction, 
And  still  we  hear  of  severe  and  fatal  visitations  of 
epidemic  small-poz  causing  as  much  havoc  in  Calcutta 
as  it  does  in  any  unprotected  population  or  community. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  natives  of  Bengal  could 
huTe  had  any  disinclination  to  adopt  inoculation,  which 
aeeme  to  have  been  practised  from  time  immemorial, 
tiioiigh  the  worship  of  the  GKiddess  Situln,  who  spedaUy 
presides  over  small-poz,  is  general  in  Bengal,  and  some 
of  her  devotees  are  so  bigoted  that  they  refuse  the 
protection  of  inoculation  until  one  of  their  families  falls 
a  victim  to  variola,  when  they  imagine  the  Divinity  is, 
propitiated  by  the  sacrifice. 

Inoculation  seems  the  universal  practice  throughout 
Bengal  and  the  provinces  subordinate  to  it,  and  is  one 
ef  the  efaief  obstaeles  to  the  reception  of  vacdnation. 
Dr.  Finch  mentions  several  obstades  to  the  successful 
introdnction  of  Tacdnatioo  in  India,  among  them  the 
dikr  are:— 1.  The  dislike  of  the  Hindoos  to  sny 
2.  Their  qpathy  or  indiffiBrence  to  distant 
3.  Hie  practioe  of  inoculation  for  small-poz. 


4..  Climate,  wfaidi  fbv  one  half  of  the  year  is  unliivoiirable 
to  Taodnation.  5.  Want  of  eonfidenee  in  its  prote0||^ 
powers.  This  laet  objection  bdng  of  the  latest  origin,  and 
of  moat  obstinate  tendency. 

A  letrospeetive  view  of  the  introduction  df  Tacdnatlon 
does  not  offer  any  very  immediate  prospect  of  its  general 
adoption  by  the  natiTea  of  BengaL 

Hie  aeoond  paper  read  was  written  by  H.  L.  Stewart^ 
Esq.,  Assistant-Surgeon  Bombay  Army. 


^nreip  f  tpartment. 


PBOCBSBIKOS  OT  THE  TBBNCH   ACADBH1B0. 


ACADXMIB    DC    MSOXCINX. 

JfiuiHcwf  Afoffjpn. 

The  time  of  this  Academy  has  for  several  meeting* 
been  occupied  with  the  discussion  of  a  question  of  great 
importance,  though  one  whidi,  in  this  country  at  least, 
haa  long  been  definitively  settied,  viz.,  the  propriety,, 
medical  and  moral,  of  indudng  abortion  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  the  life  or  health  of  the  mother.  In  France,. 
i«  in  all  countries  under  the  dominion  of  the  Romish 
rsligion,  the  death  of  the  foetas  has  been  hitherto  sternly 
oppeaed,  as  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  religion ;  and  it 
has  been  proposed  that  the  lifb  of  the  mother  should  be 
perilled  to  the  last  d^ree,  rather  than  destroy  tiie 
product  of  conception  in  any  period  of  its  developmenL. 
It  is  to  be  taken  as  an  earnest  of  a  more  enlightened 
epoch  in  Frendi  obstetrics,  when  the  opinions  of  M» 
Caxeaoz,  who  originated  the  discussion,  can  find  favor. 

The  condusions  which  this  gentleman  gave  as  n 
tiemimi  to  a  long  and  interesting  paper,  may  be  given 
as  the  tezt  upon  which  the  debate  arose.    These  are  :— 

1.  It  is  only  by  a  felse  interpretation  of  divine  and 
human  laws,  that  criminal  abortion,  and  abortion 
induced  under  medical  superyision,  can  be  regarded  in 
the  same  light 

2.  The  intention  of  the  law  is  to  punish  criminally  f 
it  cannot,  therefore,  with  justice,  arraign  an  act  dictated 
by  tlie  purest  and  most  humane  motives. 

3.  If,  unfortunatdy,  the  choice  has  to  be  made 
between  the  life  of  a  mother  and  that  of  her  unborn 
oflspring,  the  fbrmer  has,  undoubtedly,  the  stronger 
okim,  and  the  diild  ought  to  be  sacrificed,  to  the 
salvation  of  the  mother. 

4.  As  induced  abortion  is  a  far  less  dangerous  procesa 
as  regards  the  mother  than  emb^otomy  at  full  term^ 
the  accoucheur  ought  to  give  it  the  preference. 

5.  Distortions  and  narrowing  of  the  pdvis  beyond  a 
certain  point,  insurmountable  hemorrhages,  tumours  of 
various  kinds  which  impede  parturition,  but  do  not 
admit  of  removd^  are  the  sole  indications  for  the 
induction  of  abortion. 

6.  The  operatbn  should  never  be  performed  without 


Hie  speaken  who  took  part  in  the  discussion,  of' 
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wbich  we  proceed  to  giTe  a  brief  ahgbmct,  were,  MM. 
DBh||e,  DanyMi,  Begin,  CheiUy,  Yf^ipan,  Moieea, 
AdeKi,  and  Ceieaiiz.  It  will  be  intereeting  to. con- 
trut  the  opinions  of  these  representatives  of  the  Fjrenoib 
achool  of  midwifBry  with  those  which  prerul  in  our 
own  conntry. 

M.  D ANTAU,  who  opened  the  debate,  agreed  entirely 
with  M.  Csseaoz  as  far  as  he  went,  the  only  poinJ(  in 
which  he  criticised  him  was  for  not  indnding  lebellioqs 
Tomiting  among  the  indications  for  causing  abortion. 
He  controverted,  in  succession,  the  arguments  of  M. 
Cezeaux  against  the  admission  of  this  indication,  which 
were,  that  these  vomitings  were  seldom  fatal,  and  q£ficp 
leased  spontaneously,  and  that  it  was  impossible^  to 
judge  when  the  time  had  airived  at  which  nothing  was 
to  be  hoped  from  other  measures.  He  detailed  numerous 
oases  in  which  death  had  occurred  from  vomiting  alone, 
sts  well  as  others  in  which  the  woman  had,  under 
similar  dicnmstances,  been  rescued  from  an  apparently 
hopeless  state  by  abortion,  and  oonclnded  by  affirming, 
that  in  his  opinion  abortion  or  artificial  delivery  should 
be  undertaken  in  every  instance  in  which  life  is  perilled 
by  the  nigency  of  vomiting. 

M.  BsoiN  took  an  entirely  opposite  view  of  the 
question,  and  rested  his  arguments  upon  the  mor»l, 
social,  and  religious  views,  which  he  brought  forward 
with  eloquence,  but,  as  was  thought,  with  a  very 
nnsdentific  bigotry.  He  pronounced  abortion  to  be 
murder,  and  preferred  that  a  deformed  woman  ahoold 
•nbmit  to  the  Cesarean  operation,  although  the  mor- 
tality of  that  operation  was  so  frightful.  He  also 
severely  reprimanded  the  parents  of  deformed  girls  for 
allowing  them  to  marry,  forgetting  that  when  of  age 
4hey  were  free  agents,  and  might  become  mothers 
"without  the  consent  of  theur  relatives,  to  say  nothing 
of  their  chances  of  illegitimate  pregnancy. 

M.  Chaillt  confined  himself  to  the  refutation  of 
the  opinion  that  the  Ciesarean  operation,  though  it  had 
proved  inevitably  fatal  in  Paxis,  had  frequently  succeeded 
in  the  provmces,  and  declared  in  favour  of  inducing 
abortion. 

M.  VsLPBAU  reminded  the  audience  that  he  was  the 
first  in  France  to  propound  the  opinion,  that  when 
extreme  pelvic  distortion  rendered  delivery  impossible, 
abortion  should  be  induced  at  a  convenient  period,  in 
■.preference  to  having  recourse  ultimately  to  the  Cscsarean 
section,  and  declared  that  his  further  experience  had 
in.  nowise  changed  his  views.  He  criticised  severely 
the  tf  tton-religious  objections  to  the  operation,  and  put 
it  to  the  conscience  of  all,  which  had  more  claims  to  the 
consideration,  the  woman  who  had  so  many  holds  upon 
aociety,  or  a  half-developed  being  who  had  none.  He 
ridiculed  the  idea  that  females,  with  distorted  pelves, 
should  or  could,  justifiably  with  their  other  duties,  avoid 
the  chances  of  pregnancy. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  M.  Dubois,  who 
took  the  ground  of  abortion  induced  on  account  of 
urgent  vomiting.  In  support  of  M.  Danyau,  he 
adduced  several  fatal  cases  of  this  nature,  after  which 
he  made  some  observations  <in  the  pathology  of  this 
severe  vomiting.     Some,  he  remarked,  considered  it 


as  a  mere  sympathetic  disturbance  reflected  froei  ths 
uterus;  others,  as  Siebold,  attributed  it  to  sctoal 
inflammation  of  the  stomach;  others,  again,  ai  the 
result  of  inflammation  of  the  ovum.  He  obser?ed  that 
if  it  were  proved  that  the  symptoms  depended  spoa 
oiiganic  lesion  of  the  stomach  or  brain,  no  ad?antap 
was  to  be  expected  from  emptying  the  uterus;  butia 
his  own  case,  and  in  those  of  M.  Danyau,  no  patho- 
logical appearance  could  be  detected,  and  death  wm 
clearly  to  be  attributed  to  the  reflex  disturbance.  In 
such  cases  be  considered  abortion  the  remedy.  In 
proof  of  this  he  cited  cases  in  wbich  obstintte 
vomiting  subsided  upon  the  spontaneous  death  and 
expulsion  of  the  foetus;  and  one  in  particoUr,  in 
which  the  improvement  was  coincident  with  ths 
moment  at  which  the  mother  ceased  to  feel  ths 
motions  of  the  child,  which  was  expelled  dead  two 
days  after.  Hi.->  actual  experience  in  inducing  abortion, 
for  the  purputfi'  of  quelling  otherwise  insurmoanttblB 
vomiting,  was  con  H  tied  to  four  cases.  In  one  of  these 
only  was  life  piescrvod;  but  the  unfavourable  result  of 
the  others  was  easily  to  be  accounted  for  bj  the 
extreme  prostration  to  which  the  patient  had  beea 
reduced  by  the  vomiting. 

On  the  question  so  important,  as  to  the  period  at 
which  abortion  should  be  induced,  so  as  not,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  risk  an  unnecessary  interference,  or,  on  the 
other,  to  allow  of  fatal  debility.  M.  Dubois  remarb 
that  he  would,  in  the  first  place,  never  advise  the  opera- 
tion when  the  prostration  had  become  so  excessive  as  to 
preclude  a  chance  of  rallying  under  any  circumstances, 
with  continued  headache,  blindness,  and  spproach  to 
coma.  On  the  other  hand,  he  would  not  hafj  it  per- 
formed when  it  could  be  ascertained  that  some  portion 
of  food  was  retained,  and  emaciation  did  not  rspidlf 
progress,  and  no  febrile  action  had  ensued.  In  either 
case  the  operation  would  be  compromised :  in  the  tot 
by  being  performed  when  there  was  no  prospect  of 
saving  the  patient,  in  the  other  by  destroying  a  preg- 
nancy which  might  have  been  safely  conducted  to  its 
natural  termination.  TJie  circumstances  which  bert 
warrant  interference  are,  in  his  opinion,  these:— I. 
Vomiting  incessant,  so  that  not  only  aliment  but  even 
pure  water  is  infallibly  rejected.  2.  Feebleness  and 
emaciation,  confining  the  patient  to  bed.  3.  Marked 
alteration  in  the  features.  4.  Febrile  reaction.  5.  Ei- 
cessive  acidity  of  the  breath.  7.  Inefficiency  of  all 
other  measures. 

In  reply,  M.  Cazbaux  reiterated  his  conviction  that 
abortion  should  not  be  induced  for  obstinate  vomiting, 
and  thought  that  the  cases  of  M.  Dubois  were  in  his 
favour,  as  three  out  of  the  four  died,  and  the  numbef 
of  successful  cases  at  present  known  amounted  only  to 
seven.  Waiting  would,  he  thought«  give  better  results. 
[It  thus  appears  that  a  marked  change  has  oome 
over  French  accoucheurs  in  reference  to  the  question  of 
inducing  abortion ;  and  that  as  in  Protestant  coontriss, 
they  are  beginning  to  think  it  less  culpable  to  destroy 
an  immature  life  than  to  risk  the  existence  of  a  respon- 
sible and  valuable  mother  by  (he  ultimate  resort  to  sa 
operation  so  fatal  as  that  of  the  Csesarean  section.  Two 
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only  of  the  nmnerovt  apeakere  odd  anythiiig  hi  fiiToar 
of  the  narrow  and  miscbievons  opinion  inculcated  hy 
the  Chnrdi  of  Rome,  and  these  were  reoet^ed  with 
tmmistakeable  indications  that  they  were  considered 
jbehindtbeage.] 


€misfai^m* 
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7b  the  Editor  <if  the  Prtmneial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 

Sib, — Akbongfa  I  am  Tery  unwilling  to  intrude 
myself  npon  the  notice  of  my  professional  brethren,  yet 
M  it  has  been  intimated  to  mp,  that  at  the  present 
moment,  the  interests  of  what  I  know  to  be  a  most 
admirable  Insiitntion — t-he  Medical  Benevolent  College 
— might  be  promoted  by  a  brief  exposition  of  its  claims 
to  professional  and  general  support,  I  have  felt  that,  in 
snch  a  cause,  no  personal  scruples  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  prevail.  With  this  conviction,  I  have  undertaken  to 
submit  a  few  considerations  to  the  notice  I'f  yonr 
readers.  But,  before  doing  this,  it  is  but  due  to  those 
-whose  support  it  is  desired  to  conciliate,  to  state  that  I 
have  not  ventured  to  make  this  appeal  without  having 
deliberately  investigated  the  principles  upon  which  this 
benevolent  institution  is  based,  the  objects  proposed  to 
be  carried  out,  and  the  means  by  which  they  are  to  be 
realised.  The  pressure  of  many  engagemenU,  joined,  I 
may  add,  to  the  desire  of  watching  the  development  of 
the  plan  when  first  submitted  to  the  profession,  for 
some  time  prevented  me  taking  any  active  part  in  the 
preliminary  proceedings.  Latterly,  I  have,  as  a 
member  of  the  Council,  personally  participated  in  the 
deliberations  of  that  body,  and  I  have  thus  acquired  a 
foil  and  complete  insight  into  what  it  is  no  misnomer 
to  style  a  *'  national  undertaking."  The  principal,  and, 
aa  I  would  respectfully  sobmit,  the  sufficient  claim 
which  may  be  urged  on  behalf  of  this  Benevolent 
College  to  the  general  support  of  the  profession,  is  the 
comprehensiveness  of  its  character.  It  secures  all  the 
objects  that  the  most  enlarged  philanthropy  could 
■oggest.  or  that  the  most  varied  wants  could  require. 
It  provides  a  home  for  the  widow,  a  retreat  for  the  less 
fortunate  of  our  professional  brethren,  and  a  boon, 
inestimable — a  sound,  superior  education,  for  the  sons 
of  duly  qualified  medical  pmctitioners,  at  a  cost  so  very 
moderate  as  to  place  it  within  the  reach  of  the  greiit 
body  of  the  profession.  It  had  been  the  intention,  as  I 
am  informed,  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  the  high  merit 
of  originating  and  vigorously  advancing  this  great 
icbeme  is  doe,  (Mr.  Propert,)  to  provide  annuities  for 
the  solace  of  those  needing  them  in  declining  years — a 
point  which  was  only  abandoned  on  the  consideration 
that  such  a  procedure  might  seem  to  trench  on  the 
operations  of  another  most  admirable  institution.  But, 
although  for  the  present  no  diract  pecuniary  aid  is  c«m- 
templated,  such  aasi^ance  will  indirectly,  and  in  its 


best  form,  be  administered  by  the  admission  of  a  eeitain 
number  of  **  Foundation  Scholars,"  who  will  be  en- 
tirety educated,  clothed,  and  maintafaied  by  theCottHe; 
nor  wiU  the  elderly  inmates  be  overlooked,  inasmu^  as 
tiie  lews  give  to  the  Coundl  a  discretionary  power  of 
making  money  oontrlbutiona  to  the  "  residents,"' 
aooordiog  to  the  state  of  the  funds.  The  Medical 
Benevolent  College  afibrds,  in  its  several  departmettts, 
a'  most  suitable  opportunity,  both  to  indviduals  and 
f^  sodetief,  to  secure  the  advantages  just  enumerated 
to  those  members  of  the  profession,  to  whom  they  would 
be  a  welcome  boon,  since  the  Council  have  the  power 
of  granting  to  parties,  upon  the  payment  of  a  certain 
siim,  the  right  of  nominating  **  residents"  and 
^*  scholars."  When  the  Institution  shall  be  in  actual 
operation,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  many  boievolent 
individuals,  actuated  by  friendship  and  philanthropy, 
will  avail  themselves  of  this  provision;  and  at  the 
present  time  several  local  medical  societies  are,  with 
that  object,  contemplating  the  presentation  of  con- 
siderable sums  to  the  funds  of  the  College,  in  order  to 
expedite  its  erection. 

An  Institution,  embracing  so  many  admirable  objects, 
appears  to  merit  the  combined  and  active  support  of  all 
claases  of  medical  men.  Our  professional  brethren 
may  aid  in  this  goodly  work  of  beneficence,  not  only 
by  pecuniary  contributions,  but  also  by  acting  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  aa  ' '  local  secretaries  and  treasurers." 
It  is  not  too  much  to  affirm  that  a  deep  debt  is  due  to 
the  profession  from  the  public.  There  is  in  this  com- 
munity no  class  which  renders  so  many  and  such 
important  unpaid  services ;  and  is  there  a  family  in  this 
kingdom  that  does  not  feel  they  have,  perhaps  under 
the  most  distressing  and  delicate  drcumstanoes,  re- 
'cetved  from  their  medical  attendants  benefits  which  no 
money  could  repay  ?  In  the  midst  of  pestilence,  again, 
the  practitioner  of  medicine  is  ever  at  his  post ;  and 
how  many  are  the  heroes  who,  in  administering  to  the 
victims  of  fever  and  of  cholera,  have  laid  down  their 
own  lives  an  offering  to  the  sufferings  of  humanity. 
Many  noblemen,  prelates,  and  other  distinguished 
individuals,  have  already  contributed  to  the  funds  of 
the  Benevolent  College ;  and  doubtless  their  number 
might  be  greatiy  increased  by  active  and  judicious 
exertions. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  remark,  that  the  success  of 
this  Institution  may  be  regarded  as  secured ;  the  large 
sum  of  nearly  £10,000  has  been  obtained,  ;f  1, 000. of 
which  are  annual  subscriptions,  and  mainly  owing,  to 
the  exertions  of  one  individual.  A  most  eligible  site  for 
the  requisite  building  is  about  being  conveyed  to  the 
Trustees.  A  plan  combming  ail  the  most  important 
improvements  in  construction,  has  been  submitted  by 
thd  architect;  and  a  most  sealous  and  intelligent 
Council,  after  having  prepared  an  exceDent  code  of 
laws,  will  watch  over  the  progress  and  psosperity  of  the 
College.  In  order  speedily  and  fully  to  realise  the 
great  objects  contemplated,  all  that  is  now  required  ia 
an  earnest  and  combined  effort  on  the  part  of  all  ranks 
of  the  profession.  And  when  it  is  recollected  that,  in 
addition  to  its  other  pBilanthropic  objects,  this  is  also 
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«h«  €MMe  of  tha  widow  md  oiplwiiy  w  acyt »  hwBble 
idiuica  OB  die  DhiM  blMtiiif »  MBftdently  aulicipsto  a 
Iwpy  and  triumplmt  malt. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  eenaiit, 

R.  D.  GRAINGER. 
Higbgate,  jfime  2, 1852. 


3Hrtirttl  Sttfelligtrat. 


DEATH  OF  DR.  ROCHOUX. 

Thie  able  pbyrieian,  wdl  known  to  Englisb  read^ 
hj  bis  writings  on  apoplexy,  bas  reoently  died  at  tba 
age  of  67.'  His  last  appointment  was  tbat  of  pbysioian 
to  the  Bioetre,  wbere  he  resided  fifteen  yean.  Latteriy 
he  lived  in  the  oonntry,  and  only  came  to  Paris  to 
attend  the  Academies  and  visit  his  friends.  He  had 
never  any  great  amount  of  practice  in  Paris ;  but  in 
early  life  be  was  a  suooessfol  practitioner  in  Goada- 
loape,  and  returned  with  a  smsU  competency,  the  result 
of  his  labours.  He  died  of  stone  in  the  bladder,  with 
its  complications  of  cystitis  and  prostatic  disease,  for 
which  he  was  for  a  long  time  under  the  care  of  Civiale. 
He  was  an  admirer  of  the  Epicurean  philosopbyi  of 
which  he,  at  least,  offered  a  favourable  specimen,  for  he 
**  placed  bis  delight  in  moderation  and  honesty  with  the 
cultivation  of  science  and  philosophy."  So  says  hia 
biographer.  > 


THE  ADULTERATION  OP  BITTER^EER. 


[The  following  letter  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  AIlsopp  by 
Liebig,  and  will  satisfy  any  remaining  doubts  as  to  the 
purity  of  an  article  which  is  now  so  generally  recom- 
mended by  the  profession,  that  we  are  bound  to  consider 
whether  tbat  recommendation  is  founded  in  truth.  Tbat 
it  is  so,  there  can  now  be  no  doubt  whatever. — 
Ed.  J.l 

The  unguarded  remark  of  a  French  chemist,  that  the 
strychnine  imported  into  England,  is  employed  in  part 
as  a  substitute  for  hops  in  the  manufiicture  of  beer,  has 
lately  spread  alarm  among  the  lovers  of  pale  ale. 
Having  been  appealed  to  by  you  to  express  my  opinion 
on  this  subject,  which  appears  to  me  to  be,  in  a  dietetic 
point  of  view,  one  of  considerable  pubUo  interest,  I 
now  offer  tlie  following  brief  statement  :— 

About  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  a  brewer  in 
Westphalia  Ml  into  the  practice  of  adulterating  bis 
beer  with  nus  vomica,  from  which  it  is  well  known  that 
strychnine  is  obtained.  The  peculiar  morbid  symptoms, 
however,  which  resulted  from  the  consnmpdon  of  thw 
adulterated  beer,  speedily  led  to  the  detection  of  the 
fraud.  The  effects  produced  by  mue  vomea  and 
strychnine  are  so  characteristic,  that  every  medical  man 
wfll  readily  detect  their  origin.  The  Fiench  novelist, 
Alexandre  Dumas,  has  described  them,  though  with 
more  imagination  than  truth,  inhis  romance  of  "  Monte 
Christo."  It  is  possible  that  the  Westphalian  case, 
whidi  firohi  bdng  made  the  subject  of  a  criminal  trial 


obtrined  great  notoriatj,  haagivmriaato  tt»  iiwif 
tion  that  in  England  thestrydmina  impoitad  la  UBadfigr 
the  purpose  of  mixing  with  beer.  B«t  nobody,  a*all 
acquainted  with  the  grsat  breweries  of  that  camOxfp 
oonld  seriooaly  entertain  the  suspicion  of  an  adultentiaa 
of  beer  with  strychnine  or  any  oCluar  deleterious  snW 
stance.  It  is  pradfeally  Impossible  that  any  < 
of  a  doubtfVil  charaoter  ooald  be  carried  out  in 
extensive  establishmente,  on  aooonnt  of  the  largo 
liumber  of  woricmen  employed  in  them.  Any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  the  brewer  to  Impart  qualitiea  to  hIa 
beer  in  an  illicit  manner,  which  are  not  to  be  obtMned 
from  malt  or  hops  would  ncoessaiily  lead  to  Ua  ruin;' 
as  he  would  be  obliged  to  communicate  his  secret  to  too 
many  persons,  and  to  employ  too  many  aooompl&fta. 
The  draymen  themaelves,  as  good  oonnoiseura  In  beer, 
would  protest  against  any  maaipuhAioa  of .  a  i 
charaoter.  The  csae  has  even  occurred  of  as  < 
brewer  not  ventoring  to  make  use  of  a  method  i 
to  him  for  the  pnrpoie  of  dearing  his  beer  mora 
effectually,  because  the  addition  of  a  new  material  to 
the  wort  might  have  induced  a  suspicion  in  the  minds  of 
his  workmen,  that  it  was  an  illicit  proceeding,  and  ^is 
would  have  endangered  the  good  reputation  whidi  his 
beer  enjoyed.  He  stated  to  me  at  the  same  time  that 
no  improvement  could  be  introduced  into  a  brewery,  die 
object  of  which  was  not  perfectly  erident  to  everybody. 

During  a  sojourn  of  several  days  at  Burton -on-TVent, 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  becoming  intimately  aoquaintod 
with  the  method  pursued  in  the  manu&cture  of  pale  ale. 
I  convinced  myself  that  the  qualities  of^  this  exeeHent 
beverage  depended  mainly  upon  the  care  used  in  fta 
selection  of  the  best  kinds  of  mslt  and  hops,  and  upon 
the  ingenuity  exhibited  in  coodncting  the  piooesscs  of 
mashing  and  fermenting.  Our  Continetttal  brewcra 
have  much  to  learn  in  these  points  to  oosne  up  to  the 
English  brewers.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
England  possesses  the  greatest  adepte  in  malting.  I 
know  positively  tbat  the  chief  brewers  of  Munich,  who 
undoubtedly  produce  the  best  beer  in  Gkrmany,  have 
gone  through  an  apprenticeship  in  Burton.  This  may 
account  for  the  predilection  entertained  by  thei  general 
public,  as  well  as  by  medical  men,  for  these  varieties  of 
beer ;  for  the  instincts  of  humanity  and  experience  appear 
to  be  as  good  guides  in  the  choice  of  things  that 
contribute  to  health  and  enjoyment  as  the  profbundest 
philosophy. 

Professors  Graham  and  Hofioaann,  In  the  excellent 
report  already  addressed  to  you  ^pon  the  alleged 
adulteration  of  the  pale  ale  by  strychnine,  have  indicated 
a  very  simple  process  for  detecting  the  most  minute 
quantity  of  strychnine  contained  in  beer.  I  have 
satisfied  myself  of  the  great  convenience  and  aoeuracj 
of  their  method,  and  have  farther  assured  myself,  by 
an  analysis  of  several  spectmens  of  pale  ale  obtaUed ' 
firom  London  houses,  supplied  by  your  eatabltahment, 
of  the  utter  groundlessnesaof  the  imputation  that  this  beer 
was  poisoned  with  strychnine.  I  am  positive,  and  am 
supported  in  my  views  by  the  concordant  analyses  of 
all  chemiste  who  have  occupied  themaelves  with  the 
examination  of  beer,  that  the  poisoning  of  pale  ala 
with  strychnum  haa  never  oooorred.  I  believe  I  BMy 
safely  add,  that  it  never  will  take  pbee;  fisr 
although  an  ignorant  brewer  might  be  induced  from 
intereated  BMtivea  to  add  mur  9omiea  to  hia  bear,  tba 
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word  f  tj7chDme  ao  forcibly  gaggMto  one  of  the  most 
viraknt  poisons,  tbst  whoever  has  heard  an  jthing  about 
I  at  all  is  sore  to  be  eware  of  this.  By  adol- 
I  bMT  wiHi  stigrihaiM,'  tlM^biwmr  would  be 
Mintting  e  crime  which,  in  the  present 
I  of  sdenosy  miwt  be  followed  by  immediate  detec- 
tion and  pnnishment. 

Mr.  E.  Merck,  of  Darmstadt,  one  of  the  most 
extensive  strychnine  manafiutorers  in  Europe,  infbrms 
■M  that  this  substance  is  pecnUarly  adapted  to  destroy 
'varaain^  of  all  kinds.  In  many  parts  of  Germany  it  is 
ihftpopiihw  poison  for  rate  and  mice.  This  foot  folly 
SMoonnti  for  the  leige  amomt  of  the  dmg  that  has 
lately  been  introdnoed  into  commerce. 

The  spedmsps  of  your  pale  ale  sent  to  me>  have 
aSbrded  me  another  opportunity  of  confirming  its 
valuable  qnatitaes.  I  am  mysdf  an  admirer  of  this 
bufesifte,  and  my  own  experience  enables  me  to  recom- 
mend It,  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the  most 
eminent  English  phj8ieians«  as  a  very  agreeable  and 
elBdent  tonic,  and  as  a  general  beverage  both  for  the 
invalid  and  the  robnst. 

Justus  Lisbio. 
Oiessen,  May  6,  1852. 


COLLEGIATE  ELECTION. 

The  by-laws  rebting  to  the  election  of  fellows  into 
the  Coandl  appear  to  have  been  but  little  understood, 
inaananch  as  we  are  informed  that  only  Messrs.  GnlKver, 
Partridge,  Shaw,  and  Tatnm,  have  given  notice  of  their 
intention  to  become  candidates  for  the  vacant  seats  in 
the  Council,  of  which  there  will  be  two,  viz.,  the 
vacancies  occasioned  by  the  resignAtioh  of  Mr.  Stafford 
and  the  death  of  Mr.  Dalrymple.— /.once^.      ^ 


CHAIR  OP  MEDICINE,   GLASGOW. 

Mr.  Secretary  Walpole  has  appointed  Dr.  John 
lieFarien  to  the  vacant  Professorship  in  the  University 
of  Glasgow. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Mr.  Henry  S.  Gaye  was  last  week  appointed  House- 
Snrseon  to  the  Taunton  Hospital. 

We  have  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  at  the  last 
aaceiHng  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  College  of  Snr- 
geenty  Mr.  John  T.  Qoekett,  the  resident  conservator 
of  ill*  Hunterian  Museum,  was  nnanimoosly  elected 
IVfffeeior  of  Histology  in  the  College.  Mr.  John 
Hettry  Sylvester,  of  Cheltenham,  late  pupil  in  King's 
College,  was  appointed  student  in  human  and  compara- 
tivpo  anatomy,  in  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resigns- 
of  Mr.  D.  H.  Monckton. 


Mii.rrAaT. — 57th  Foot:  Acting  Assistant  Sm^gBOn, 
T.  Clark  Brady,  to  be  Assistant-Surgeon,  vice  Jaekson, 
promoted  on  the  Staff.  Hoepital  Staff:  Assistant- 
James  Jackson,  from  the  57th  Foot,  to  be 
-Sorgeoii  of  the  second  class. 


FRIZES  AWARDED  BY  THE  ACADEMY  OP 
SCIENCES  OP  PARIS. 
We  earnestly  solicit  the  attention  of  our  readers  to 
lli^  fbOowmg  list,  whidi  will  show  in  a  very  impressive 
^iftnner  how  extensively  scientific  labour  is  rewarded  in 
ykaiaec,  and  how  certain  a  man  of  ability  and  industry 


may  be  of  acqubing  distinctionB  adequate  to  hisUbevfi*^ 
We  refrain  from  sketching  a  parallel  with  this  couiitily'^ 
in  this  respect :  our  professional  brethren  know  bn|  too 
weU  how  scanty  am  the  rewards  of  scientific  laboers  fat 
this  gifted  land. 

On  the  22nd  of  Marcii,  1652,  the  publie  silting  of 
the  Academy  of  Sienoes  was  held,  undot  the  Prssldeacy 
oC  M.  Rayer,  on  wbich  occasion  the  foUowing  prisea 
w^  announced  t-^ 

1.  Bjcperimenial  PkjftMogjf. — ^The  priae  Is  awarded 
to'M.  CUude  Bernard,  for  his  paper  *'  On  a  Newly 
Discovered  Function  of  the  Liver  of  Bilan  and  Animals," 
wherein  the  author  has  brought  to  light  a' function  df 
the  liver  hitherto  unsuspected,  and  shown  that  the 
produdiipii  of  sugar  belongs  as  much  to  the  animal' aa 
to  the  vegetable  kingdom.  2.  A  ftivoarable  notice  is 
granted  to  M.  Brown  S^quard,  for  his  paper  "  On  the 
Transanssioa  of  Sensitive  ImpressioM  along  the  Spinal 
Marrow."  3.  Another  favourable  notice  to  M.  Dnfour, 
for  his  "  Anatomical  and  Physical  History  of  Scorpions." 

4.  A  favourable  notice  to  M.  Jobert  do  LambaUe,  for 
his  paper  "  Researches  on  the  Electiical  Apparatus  of 
the  Torpedo  aad  Gymnotat." 

Oh  UnAeaUk^  TVadev.— 1.  A  prise  of  :^0  is  granted 
to  M.  Masson,  for  having  Introduced  means  of  pre* 
serving  vegetable  sobstaaees,  which  means  are  of  great 
benefit  to  the  crews  of  French  vessels.  2.  A  prise  of 
£SQ  to'M.  Sncquet,  for  the  introduction  of  a  process 
wherewith  the  unheaUhy  emanations  of  dissectang-rooma 
are  neutralised. 

M0dieiiu  and  Swymy^w^l.  A  prize  of  J^lOO  to  M.. 
Gki^rin,  for  his  *' Qeneralization  of  Snbcutaaeona 
Tenotomy."  2.  £90  to  M.  Huguier,  for  his  work, 
"  Researches  on  the  pisesses  which  may  attack  the 
Female  Generative  Organs,  and  especially  on  Abscess 
of  the  Vulva."  3.  A  reward  of  ;f80  to  Messrs. 
Briquet  and  Mignot,  for  their  "  Analytical  and  Practical 
Tk^tise  on  Cholera."  4.  A  reward  of  j^O  to  M. 
Ducheone,  (of  Boulogne,)  for  bis  '*  Electro-Physiological 
Researches  applied  to  Pathology  and  Therapeutics." 

5.  A  reward  of  j^O  to  M.  I^sper  Lucas,  for  his 
<*  Physiological  and  Practical  Treatise  of  Natoral 
Heredity  in  Health  and  Disease."  6.  With  a  view  of 
favouring  and  extending  the  use  of  physical  agents  in 
therapeutics,  the  Academy  awards  ;^0  each  to  Messrs. 
Tabari^  and  Pravas.  To  the  first  gentieman  for  having 
originally  used  compressed  air  in  the  treatment  of  puU 
monary  affections ;  as  well  as  for  trials  of  the  same 
means  in  other  diseases  in  which  an  increase  of  atmos- 
pheric pressure  might  appear  useful.  And  to  the  second 
gentleman,  for  his  "  Essay  on  the  Medical  Use  of 
Compressed  Air,"  and  for  having  elucidated,  by  means 
of  actual  observation  and  the  most  recent  physiologicsl 
inquiries,  facte  relating,  on  the  one  hand,  to  the  influ- 
ence of  compressed  air  on  the  oigans  of  respiration,  on 
audition,  on  hwmatosis,  and  the  drcolation  of  the 
blood ;  -and  on  the  other  hand,  for  having  duly  appre- 
dated  ite  beneficial  effecta  on  digestion  and  assimilation. 
Fipall) ,  for  having  varied  and  extended  the  use  of  thia 
poweifiU  modifying  agent  of  the  organism,  and  for 
having  ever  done  so  rationally  and  practicidly,  with 
resulte  which  might  hardly  have  been  expected  to  be  so 
successful.  7.  A  reward  of  £90  granted  to  M.  Gluge, 
for -his  work  '*  On  Pathdogiad  Histology,"  wherein  he 
has  studied,  with  the  aid  of  the  microscope,  a  certaiii 
number  of  alterations  of  the  animal  teztarss.  8.  A 
reward  of  £60  to  M.  Gosselin,  fbr  his  '*  Researches  on 
the  Obliteration  of  Spermatic  Canals."  9.  A  reward 
of  £S0  to  M.  Gariel,  for  his  medical  and  suigical 
applications  of  vulcanised  India-rubber.  10.  ;^60  to 
M.  Vidal,  for  the  invention  of  ''Serre  fines,"  (Uttto 
silver  spring  forceps  to  fadUtete  onion  by  first  inten- 
tion, which  should  be  more  eitensively,  tried  in  thia 
country.)  11.  j^40  to  M.  Serres  (d'Uz^),  for  hia 
*^  Reseanches  on  Phosphenes."  12.  ;^40  to  M.  Bofnet» 
for  his  paper  on  "  TheTVeatment  of  Congestive  Abeoesa 
by  Injections  of  Iodine."     A  fovowablo  notfee  to  tlia 
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^^mpauUom  of  Vncdetl  Madidne,"  of  Merni. 
mbumeni  md  Floury,  and  to  the  *'  Tnatife  od  N«rfooi 
DiMMes,"  written  by  M.  Saodnt. 

By  offering  this  list  we  are  rendering  no  luall  aerrice 
to  our  readers,  for  therein  they  will  find  which  are  the 
most  esteemed  works  that  have  of  late  been  published 
in  Franoe,  and  what  inveotions  ha? e,  within  the  last 
year  or  two,  been  found  deserring  of  'the  approbation 
of  so  learned  and  independent  a  body  as  the  AeMlemj^ 
of  Medicine  of  Fmu. — Lancet, 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  mcmbff  s  on 
the^thinstant:— J.  Clarke,  London;  Thomas  Hillas^ 
Brompton,  Middlesex ;  Edward  John  Longport,  Laaca- 
ahire;  George  Nayler,  Hon.  East  India  Company's 
Service:  Robert  B>ynolds,  Debacfa,  Suilblk;  Cbaries 
Royston,  Harrow  Road,  Faddington;  Bergamin  Simp- 
eon,  Dublin;  William  Sn«*ll,  Neston,  Cheshire;  Henry 
Toumay  Stiles,  Spalding,  Lincolnshire. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
the  11th  instant: — Josiah  Austen,  Plymouth;  George 
Church,  Listowell,  Kerry ;  John  Andrrw  Clarke,  Army ; 
Sarin  James  Coombs,  South  Lambeth;  Francis  D. 
Kelly,  Liverpool;  Henry  Lankester,  Poole,  Dorsi^t; 
James  Martin,  Quebec,  Canada;  George  Mason,  Deal ; 
George  Selwyn  Morris,  Wye.  Ashford,  Kent;  John 
Barry  Murphy,  Cork;  John  Smith,  Daventry ;  John 
Fremlyn  Street  field,  Wanstead,  Essex ;  Thomas  Wyld, 
Ramsbottom,  Lancashire. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  the  3rd  instant : — 
Henry  James  Ellery,  Truro,  Cornwall ;  Cbaries  Dudley 
Ktngsford,  Wellington  Street,  Southwork;  Benjamin 
Richard  Lawrence,  Cheddar,  Somerset ;  William  Boyd 
Mnshet,  Coventry. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  the  1 0th instant: — 
James  Balfour  Cockburn,  GuemM7 ;  Thomas  William 
Damant,  Fakenbam,  Norfolk ;  Henry  Richard  Poquett, 
Newcastle  Emiyn,  Cardigaiihhire  ;  Bt-igamin  Lawreme 
Hawkins,  as  an  assistant;  John  Henry  Hewer,  Chi)l - 
iiam,  Surrey  ;  Joseph  Hooper,  Miiion  Terrace,  Wands- 
worth Road ;  William  Pri««  Junes,  Bala,  North  Wales ; 
Ezekiel  John  Lock,  Barton,  Norfolk ;  James  Rolph, 
London. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  the  27th  ultimo : — 
William  Charles  Rockett;  Clark  Armstone  DurJ  et, 
Quadring  Eaadike,  Lincolnnhire ;  John  Edmunds, 
Bangorwoed,  Flintshire;  Charles  Harris,  Northiam, 
Sussex ;  John  Hancock  Wolstenhome,  Bolton-le-Moor  ; 
Leonard  Keadoy  Yelf,  Ryde,  Isle  of  ^ight. 


OBITUARY. 


June  2lst,  in  Bamsbory  Road,  William.  Wabber, 
H.D.,  suigeon  R.N.,  aged  34. 

June  21«t,  at  Sur  HiU,  Rochester,  John  Lewis,  Esq., 
Burgeon,  H.P.,  and  in  cliarge  of  medical  stores,  Fort 
PiU,  Chatham,  aged  78. 

June  2nd,  at  Bideford,  in  Devonshire,  Henry  C. 
Boisragon,  M.D.,  of  Cheltenham,  aged  74.  Dr 
Boisragon  was  one  of  the  olde.t  members  of  the 
Council  of  the  Provincial  Medituil  and  Surgical  Asso- 
ciation, having  joined  in  1H32;  he  was  elected  President 
in  1837,  and  was  subsequently  one  of  the  permanent 
Vioo-PresidenU,  which  olBce  he  held  until  the  puiod 
of  his  death. 

June  18ih,  at  Cambridge,  a>ter  a  few  boon  illncti, 
Frederick  Thackeray,  M.D.«  Conaoltiiig-Physictaa  to 
Addenbro^w'a  Hospital*  aged  78. 


PROYINCUL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

LAN0A8H1KB     AND     CHBSHIKB    B&AVOI. 
IKPOBTAMT  NOnCB  TO  milBBU. 

la  consequence  of  the  8  f.m.  train  from  Urerpool 
having  been  discontinued,  the  Sixteenth  Ansireiwy 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  the  30th  of  Jane,  is  th» 
Medical  InsHrution,  Mount  Pleasant,  Liverpool,  it 
iwehe  o'clock  instead  of  one,' as  previously  sdvntim); 
and  the  dinner  will  Uke  plaoe  at  ikm  o'dook  iartedi 
of  four. 

RoBT.  BicKBBSTBTB,  Esq.,  Llverpool,  Pireiidmt 

JOHN  HATTON, 

114,  Oiford  Street,  Maochntar,  Hon.  Sae. 


aUBBOLK    BBAWCH. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Suffolk  Brsnch  of  thi 
Association,  will  take  place  at  the  Railwiy  StiiioB 
Room,  Needham  Market,  on  Friday,  June  2&th, 

Dr.  BBDiNOPiRLn,  President,  in  the  chair. 
JOHN  KIRKMAN.  M.D., 

Honorary  Seoreliry. 


aOUTH- BA8TBBK  BBANOH. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  South- 
Eastern  Branch  of  the  Association,  will  take  plaee  il 
the  Pavilion  Hotel,  Folkestone,  on  WedooKlsy,  ths 
30th  inst.,  at  twelve  o'clock  preciaely. 

THOMAS  MARTIN, 

SceretaryandTimnrer. 

WBBT    80MBR8BT    BRANCH. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Branch  will  be  held  it  the 
residence  of  H.  W.  Randolph,  Eitq.,  at  Milvertoo,  on 
Wednesdsy.  the  30  h  o*  June.     The  chair  will  be  tikea 
by  the  President,  S.  P.  Bri>lge,  Ej^q.,  at  two  o'dod. 
F.  HENRY  WOODPORDE,  M  D., 

Honorary  ScuiAbt* 
Taunton,  June  19,  1852. 


8HB0P8RIRB      BRANCH. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Shropshire  Bnmch  </  ^ 
Pro\iiicial  Medical  and  Surgioil  AsMciation,  siVht 
heldat  the  Borea'ton  Anns  Inn,  Basrhurcb,on  Tliari^i 
the  8th  or  July  next.  The  chair  will  be  tahcabfi. 
Hirkman,  Ebq.,  Prrsident,  at  one  oVlock.  '^'"'"''r 
be  provided  at  half.paat  four,  for  all  menibeft  «M 
intimate  to  either  of  the  Sccrataries  their  inttalioaa 
being  praseiit. 

T.  J  DRURY.  M.D.,  lHon.Se«. 
J.  R.  HUMPHREYS,  /" 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communicarions  have  been  received  from  Mr.  Hemp«7» 
Dr.  Nelson.  Mr.  Matiecion,  jun.,  Dt.  Ujt^ 
and  Dr.  Barker. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  length  of  the  P''*'"^'^^ 
the  anniveranry  meetmg  of  the  Midlsnd  BrMich.*| 
are  obliged  to  postpone  the  insertioa  of  *»"•* 
important  oommunksattons. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


NOTES 

TREATMENT  OF  CURABLE  DISEASES  • 
Br   W.  S.  OKS,    M.D., 

Jbf«l  SmUA  BmmU  li^0rmtmrf,  ^. 

Obstsuctiom  of  thb  Intbstinal  Tubs,  Coninved. 
IV. — IneareeraHoH, 

Obstruction  of  the  intestiiial  tube  may  be  caused 
bf  incBioention — l§t,  when  a  portion  of  bowel  ie  forced 
OBt  of  the  abdomen  through  one  of  the  homial  openingi ; 
2Dd,  when  it  is  atrangalated  within  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  by  bands  of  fibrinous  lymph,  by  the  mesentery 
or  the  appendix  Termtformis  coed/  8tc. ;  3rd,  when  it 
incsrcerates  itsdf  by  invagination.  The  two  last  will 
be  alluded  to  in  this  place.  The  symptoms  of  internal 
flhrceration  are,  in  fact,  those  of  strangulated  hernia, 
except  that  the  external  physical  signs  are  wanting. 
The  patient,  having  been  previously  in  good  health,  is 
suddenly  seized  with  severe  pain  in  some  part  of  the 
belly,  which  is  almost  immediately  followed  by  vomiting. 
From  a  conscious  feeliog  that  something  serious  has 
taken  place  within  him,  he  is  at  once  prostrated  by 
alarm  and  anxiety.  Various  medicines  are  given  in  the 
hope  of  relieving  the  pain  by  acting  upon  the  bowels ; 
but  these  all  return— nothing  passes;  the  pain  is 
unabated,  and  the  vomiting  continues  and  increases  till 
it  becomes  stercoraceous ;  in  short  the  case  becomes 
what  is  commonly  called  ilius  or  iliac  passion ;  a  term 
which  has  not  the  slightest  reference  to  the  cause  of  the 
disease. 

In  the  treatment  of  obstruction  from  this  accident, 
bleeding  to  syncope,  morphia,  the  warm  bath,  distend- 
hag  the  colon  with  copious  injections-^each  containing 
five  graina  of  the  extract  of  belladonna,  and  mercury 
to  salivation — are  all  clearly  indicated  to  relax  the  grasp 
that  has  strangulated  the  intestine.  If  these  means 
iSiil — and  alas !  fail  they  generally  will — ^gangrene  and 
death  will  soon  release  the  sufferer  from  his  agonies. 
But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  fatal  issue  of 
such  a  case  does  not  arise  from  any  impracticability  or 
even  difl&culty  of  cure ;  for  it  may  be  truly  asserted  that 
If  we  could  accurately  diagnose  this  accident  soon  after 
ha  occurrence,  a  considerable  number  of  those  who 
perish  from  it  might  be  saved  by  the  operation  of 
catting  through  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen,  and  dividing 
the  stricture.  I  shall,  therefore.  mentioUi  some  disg- 
nostic  signs  which  would  indicate  internal  stiyngulUtion  : 
I  St.  Previous  good  health  up  to  the  occurrence  of 

iho  accident. 

2nd.  Instantaneous   and  severe  pahn  witiiin  the 

abdomen,  caused  either  by  tudden  exertion,  external 

mlenoe,  or  otherwise. 
3vd.  VoDuting  immediately  following  isdi  a  aensa- 

tkMi. 

4tb.  Liability  to  hernia,  aUlMiagh  there  be  no 

odsdng  piotraaion  dlseoTeraUe. 


These  signs  would,  I  think,  be  sufllciently  condosivn 
in  proof  of  internal  displacement  to  warrant  an  abdo- 
minal exploration  after  all  the  ordinary  nieans  had  fiiiled. 
To  show  the  value  of  the  second  diagnostic  sign,  there 
is  a  case  recorded  by  Mr.  Charles  Bailey,  of  Chippen- 
ham, in  the  Proifineial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 
of  April  1 4th,  1852,  in  which  a  young  man,  aged  25, 
by  falling  over  some  large  stones,  occasioned  a  rent  in 
the  mesentery,  through  which  three  feet  of  the  jejunum 
were  found  to  have  been  forced  and  strangulated. 
Death  was  caused  by  mortification  of  the  incarcerated 
bowel. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  a  much  greater  risk  in 
laying  open  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  to  set  free  an 
incarcerated  bowel  within  it  than  in  the  operation  for  a 
strangulated  scrotal  hernia  of  an  average  size.  Hie 
division  of  the  integuments,  of  the  peritoneum,  and  of 
the  stficture  are  nearly  of  the  same  extent ;  and  yet 
it  is  remarkable  how  few  cases  of  the  former  operation 
are  found  recorded,  compared  with  the  number  of 
internal  incarcerations  that  must  have  taken  place. 

On  examining  Dr.  Hennen's  excellent  '*  General  IndcK 
of  the  Medico -Chirurgical  TVansactions,"  I  find  only 
one  esse  of  internal  strangulation,  which  was  relieved 
by  an  operation;  and  this  will  be  found  in  vol.  xxx, 
p.  50. 

When  the  patient  has  been  subject  to  inguinal  hernia, 
lest  the  obstruction  might  be  caused  by  a  small  portion 
of  the  circumference  of  the  bowel  being  grasped  by  the 
internal  ring,  it  will  be  right  to  try  to  disentangle  it  by 
gravitation  before  any  operation  is  performed.  The 
attempt  may  be  made  in  the  following  manner  :-r-The 
knees  of  the  patient  are  to  be  lifted  up  and  fiexed  over 
the  shoulders  of  a  strong  assistant;  and  in  this  position 
the  trunk  is  to  be  suspended  for  some  minutes,  during 
whi<di  it  may  be  suddenly  elevated  by  the  sssistant  three 
or  four  times.  I  saw  one  instance  in  which  there  was 
reason  to  believe  this  practice  succeeded.  A  labourer, 
past  the  middle  age,  was  suddenly  attacked  witb 
abdominal  pain,  Tomiting,  and  constipation,  for  the 
relief  of  which  all  ordinary  remedies  had  fidled. 
Being  informed  that  he  had  been  for  a  considerable 
time  previously  subject  to  a  reducible  inguinal  hernia, 
the  groin  was  attentively  examined,  but  no  trace  of 
hernia  could  be  detected.  Supposing,  neverthless,  that 
a  small  portion  of  the  bowel  may  possibly  be  grasped 
by  the  internal  ring,  he  was  submitted  to  the  above 
treatment  of  gravitation,  which  was  soon  followed  by 
copious  discharges  of  fecal  matter,  and  a  fiLvourable 
termination. 

It  must,  however,  be  confessed  that  we  shall  not  often 
have  distinct  diagnostic  signs  of  internal  incarceration ; 
and  that  from  the  want  of  these,  and  from  the  failure 
of  other  remedies,  we  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of 
relying  -almost  entirely  on  the  frit  mtdicairix  natmtm 
to  effect  some  fiivourable  change ; .  and  fortunately  once 
now  and  then  such  a  change  is  effected. 

In  the  Provmeial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of 
March  17th  and  diet  of  the  present  year,  two  faitercst- 
ing  cases  of  recovery  from  supposed  internal  strangula- 
tion m  reaordflds  tha  first  by  Mr.  John  Soden,  of 
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Bath,  after  thirteen  days'  constipation ;  the  second  b  j 
Dr.  Barclay,  of  the  Leicester  Infirmary,  after  an 
obstniction  of  eight  days  ;  both  of  which  appear  to  have 
leoorered  by  the  reparatiTe  powers  of  the  oonstitation. 

A  few  weeks  ago  Mr.  Davids,  of  Cowes,  requested 
me  to  accompany  him  to  a  case  of  intestinal  obstruc- 
tion, the  symptoms  of  which  appeared  to  be  similar  to 
those  related  by  Mr.  John  Soden  in  the  case  above 
alluded  to;  but  it  terminated  very  differently.  A 
sailor,  of  middle  age,  after  eating  a  supper  from 
oysters,  was  seized  the  following  morning  with  griping 
pain  of  the  bowels,  which  resulted  in  obstruction, 
siekness,  &c.  The  seat  of  the  pain  was  in  the  right 
iliac  r^on,  which  was  tender  under  deep  pressure, 
and  tympanitic.  He  had  been  juiliciously  treated  by 
blood-letting,  by  aperients,  by  calomel  and  opium,  and 
by  injections  thrown  into  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the 
colon.  It  was  about  the  thirteenth  day  of  constipation 
that  I  saw  him.  He  had  had  stercoraceous  vomiting 
for  some  days ;  but  at  this  time  it  had  subsided.  There 
was  not  much  inflation  nor  pain,  excepting  from  deep 
pressure  over  the  termizution  of  the  ileum,  and  wind 
occasionally  passed  ftom  the  rectum.  His  pulse  was 
84,  regular,  and  of  sufficient  volume.  His  aspect  was 
cheerftd,  and  free  from  anxiety.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, all  active  treatment  was  withdrawn.  He  was 
supported  with  glysters  of  beef  broth,  in  which  were  a 
few  drops  of  laudanum,  and  a  reasonable  hope  was 
entertained  that  he  might  recover ;  bat  shortly  after- 
wards an  unfavourable  change  took  place,  and  he 
rapidly  sunk  under  the  symptoms  of  gangrene. 

On  examining  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  it  was 
found  to  contain  a  considerable  quantity  of  serous  fluid, 
mixed  with  a  small  quantity  of  pus  and  flakes, of  lymph. 
The  peritoneum  was  in  some  measure  inflamed,  and.  the 
small  intestines  congested,  and  of  a  dark  mahogany 
coloui.  About  three  inches  above  the  ileo-coecal  valve 
the  ileum  was  constricted  with  a  band  of  fibrinous 
lymph,  not  so  as  to  obliterate  the  cavity  of  the  bowel, 
but  enough  to  arrest  its  peristaltic  action,  impede  the 
circulation,  and  destroy  its  vitality.  Betwi}^t'tfae  con- 
striction and  the  valve  the  gut  was  dilated  into  a 
blackish  pouch,  and  at  two  points  almost  perforated  by 
nloeration. 

Here  is  a  case  of  obstruction,  which  was  evidently 
caused  by  internal  strangulation ;  and  yet  there  were  no 
diagnostic  symptoms  which  indicated  such  a  cause. 
The  fibrinous  band  was  the  result  of  sub -acute  peri- 
toneal inflammation,  set  up  by  the  irritation  of  crude 
undigestible  food. 

When  a  portion  of  intestine  has  incarcerated  itself 
by  invagination^  it  may  be  explained  by  there  being  an 
inequality  of  peristaltic  power  between  different  portions 
of  the  tube;  thus  if  the  normal  vermicular  action  of 
one  portion  cannot  be  continued  along  another,  from 
its  being  incapabable  of  maintaining  the  same  d^^ee 
of  action,  the  stronger  portion  forces  itself  within  the 
weaker,  and  at  once  doubles  the  parietes  of  the  intes- 
tine; and  this  doubling  process  goes  on  contracting 
more  and  more  the  diameter  of  the  intestinal  tube  tifl  it 
becomes  choked  and  impervious. 


It  appears  that  children  are  more  liable  to  intMnN- 
oeption  than  adults.  In  m  child  of  three  yetn  old, 
who  died  of  intestinal  obstruction,  1  foond  tfaisi 
portibns  of  the  small  intestines  which  were  invagimted. 
There  are,  I  bdieve,  no  diagnostic  signs  thst  on  \» 
depended  upon  to  indicate  the  6ocnrrenee  of  (Ui 
peculiar  accident,  except  that  if  by  a  csrefU  mioiin* 
lation  of  the  abdomen  soon  after  it  is  presomed  to 
have  taken  place,  any  local  hardness  can  be  dflteeted  in 
the  course  of  the  intestinal  canal,  such  hardness  may  be 
fiurly  imputed  to  intussusception,  and  dealt  witk 
accordingly.  An  early  operation  to  disentsai^  tba 
invaginated  bowel  is  the  only  possible  mesns  of  isiiig 
the  life  of  the  patient  that  the  medical  man  can  soggert; 
if  this  proposal  be  rgected,  death  will  be  th3  resitt. 
It  is  true  that  a  very  few  cases  are  recorded  (sad  tm 
in  the  second  Tolume  of  the  "TransadioDs"  of  a 
Society  for  the  Improvement  of  'Medical  and  CldfW- 
gical  Knowledge,  by  Dr.  Baillie,)  where  the  Dortiil 
portion  of  the  gut  was  separated,  and  was  paned 
through  the  rectum;  but  theae  are  the  barest  ezoeptioBi 
to  the  ftitality  of  the  rule. 

v. — ImpanabU  Bodim, 

Intestinal  obstructions  may  be  caused  by  impomUe 
bodies,  either  individually  or  collectively.  By  the 
former,  when  an  indigestible  substance  is  too  large  to 
pass  the  narrow  parts  of  the  tube;  and  by  the  latter, 
when  a  large  quantity  of  crude  substances  having  been 
swallowed,  collect  together  in  some  part  of  the  intestiiial 
canal  and  block  up  the  passage.  As  there  ii  one  part 
of  the  tube — the  ilio-ccecal  valve— which  is  perbapa  more 
liable  to  this  cause  of  obstruction  than  any  other,  I  will 
briefly  describe  its  construction.  It  is  fcmnd  vhere 
the  bowel  ileum  terminates  in  the  sac  of  the  coeeom, 
commonly  called  the  "  coecnm  caput  coli"  Thia  ii 
not  an  imaginary  but  a  well-defined  termioation  of  the 
alimentary  into  the  excrementitious  intestine.  "Htt  ileon 
passes  obliquely  up  on  the  internal  or  left  aspect  of  the 
coecum,  and,  having  reached  the  upper  part  of  thenCi 
empties  its  oontents  into  it.  The  valvular  opeoijig  ii 
elliptoid,  and  about  an  inch  an  half  long  from  poiot  to 
point.  It  is  fdrmed  by  two  membranes— a  aoperior 
and  an  inferior.  The  superior  membrane  is  of  a 
crescentic  shape,  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  0 
breadth  over  the  centre  of  the  aperture,  and  with  its 
comna  extenJs  transversely  across  half  the  circus- 
ferenoe  of  the  caecum,  forming  the  boundary  of  tbe 
upper  part  of  the  sac  Jhe  inferior  membrane  con- 
pletes  the  aperture  of  the  valve  by  a  short  aemiloBtf 
margin,  the  comua  of  which  are  attached  to  theaapedor 
membrane  under  and  a  little  behind  its  cresoentie  { 
margin,  consequently  the  superior  membrane  of  tba  ^ 
valye  lies  over  the  termination  of  the  ileum.  The  oie 
of  this  valve  is  obvious.  It  aUowa  an  easy  psasageoc  | 
the  faecal  fluid  from  the  small  into  the  large  iotestiDet 


and  prevents  its  being  impeded  by  the  gravitation 


ofthe     I 


oontents  of  the  ascending  colon.  The  inferior  bma- 
brane,  which  is  in  foot  the  terminating  boundary  of  the 
ileum,  allows  of  the  former,  whilst  the  superior  1 
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lyrane,  aetioj^  as  •  kind  of  roof  orer  the  opening  when 
tiM  coMQin  is  dietemled,  effecte  the  Utter. 

The  lymptooM  of  this  case  are  characterised  by  great 
MVCTttj.  The  pain  well  deserves  the  term  "  dolor 
•br^*'  and  fbraes  the  sufferer  to  Tociferate  with  agony. 
The  sereri^  of  the  pfun  may  be  explained  by  the 
MDsitive  ▼iUona  coat  being  compressed  from  within  by 
ma  impacted  body,  and  firom  without  by  the  vehement 
SKtion  of  the  moscolar  fibres  in  their  instinctive  efforts 
to  propel  it  along  the  canal.  The  vomiting  is  incessant, 
and  eventoally  sterooraoeous.  The  abdomen  is  more 
or  less  inflated  and  tender  over  the  seat  of  the  ob- 
atmction ;  and  any  movement  of  the  trunk  tends  to 
aggravate  the  pain. 

If  any  crude  matter  has  been  swallowed  that  could 
«oooDDt  for  the  obstruction,  the  diagnosis  would  be  easy 
enough;  but  it  often  happens  that  the  obstructing  body 
is  furnished  by  the  morbid  action  of  the  internal 
£uiciions  in  the  form  of  concretions,  and  then  the 
flkgnosas  becomes  exceedingly  difficult.  There  is  one 
ajmptom  only,  that  I  am  aware  of,  which  can  be  relied 
upon,  and  it  is  this : — If  the  Symptoms  of  obstruction 
above  described  should  suddenly  cease,  and  be  followed 
bj  liquid  stools,  and  the  pain  afterwards  return  with 
renewed  aggravations  in  another  spot,  we  may  be 
assured  the  obstruction  has  been  occasioned  by  a  large 
concretion,  which  has  shifted  its  place.  I  will  now 
adduce  two  examples  of  this  kind  of  obstruction^  The 
one  where  the  cause  was  known  from  its  being 
swallowed;  the  other,  where  it  was  correctly  inferred. 

Oa$e  l.^A  married  lady,  well  formed,  aged  26, 
liaving  just  arrived  at  Southampton  from  Ireland, 
incautionsly  made  a  hearty  meal  from  stewed  mush- 
xooms,  and  the  same  afternoon  went  into  a  cold  bath. 
Soon  afterwards  she  was  seiied  with  roost  severe  pain 
in  the  right  iliac  region,  accompanied  with  constipation 
ai  the  bowels  and  incessant  vomiting.  All  the  usual 
remedies— such  as  bleeding,  the  warm  b-ith,  calomel 
combined  with  large  doses  of  opium,  and  various 
injections  thrown  up  in  the  colon  were  tried ;  but  as 
these  means  were  of  no  avail,  and  as  the  anxiety  for  the 
result  became  intense,  a  consultation  was  held.  At  this 
time  her  sufferings  were  intolerable ;  and  I  well  re- 
noember  how  earnestly  she  implored  jier  medical  attend- 
ants to  perform  an  operation  for  her  relief.  This  being 
•onaidered  inadmissible,  and  everything  subsequently 
recommended  having  alike  failed,  she  sank  and  died. 
Unfortunately  permission  could  not  be  obtained  to 
examine  the  abdomen ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  mushrooms,  which  probably  had  been  hastily 
fwallowed  and  but  little  masticated,  collected  en  maue 
at  the  ileo-coecal  valve,  obstructed  the  bowel,  and  caused 
her  death. 

CoK  2.-=^A  widowed  lady,  aged  50,  of  healthy  aspect 
and  rotund  form,  who  had  been  recently  exposed  to 
great  mental  excitement  and  distress,  was  seized  with 
vehement  pain  of  the  abdomen,  below  the  umbilicus. 
Her  agonies  were  extreme,  and  quickly  returned  in 
excmciating  paroxysms.     The  vomiting  soon  became 


stercoraceous,  and  was  so  incessant  that  nothing  cotfld 
be  kept  down  for  an  instant.  On  this  account  it  became 
necessary  to  abandon  all  remedies  by  the  mouth,  and 
employ  them  through  the  rectum ;  copious  injections 
were  therefore  thrown  up  once  about  every  four  hours, 
which  at  length  succeeded  in  causing  the  bowels  to 
discharge  a  large  quantity  of  fluid  faecal  matter.  This 
gave  relief,  and  of  course  promised  recovery  to  hersdf 
and  all  around  her ;  but  alas !  the  cheering  prospect 
was  soon  sgAin  to  be  clouded  over.  The  pain  returned ; 
and  although  still  below  the  umbilicus,  it  was  felt  to  be 
in  a  different  spot.  It  was  of  equal  vehemence,  and 
with  all  its  distressing  associations,  and  she  speedily 
sank  under  the  renewed  severity  of  her  sufferings. 

In  this  case  the  diagnosis  was  by  no  means  easy 
during  the  first  attack,  but  a  ray  of  diagnostic  light, 
broke  in  upon  the  second ;  for  the  Sudden  and  un- 
expected return  of  all  the  symptoms  after  the  bowels 
had  been  freely  relieved,  and  the  pain  being  felt  in  a 
different  part  of  the  abdomen,  could  only  be  attributed 
to  some  obstructing  body  which  had  moved  from  its 
first  lodgement  to  become  fatal  in  the  second. 

On  opening  the  abdomen  a  nest  of  laige  calculi  was 
discovered  impacted  iu  the  lower  part  of  the  ileum, 
which  was  the  manifest  cause  of  her  sufferings  and 
death.  Each  of  the  calculi  had  smooth  flattened  phases, 
showing  where  it  was  fitted  to  others.  All  might 
doubtless  have  passed  singly;  but  the  whole  being 
nested  together,  and  crusted  over  by  layers  of  fecal 
deposit,  a  mass  was  formed,  which  would  not  pass  the 
termination  of  the  ileum.  The  calculi  were  analyzed 
and  found  to  consist  principally  of  cholesterine,  of 
which  a  considerable  quantity  was  obtained  in  a  pure 
crystalline  state.  It  is  scarcely  possible  that  these 
concretions  could  have  primarily  formed  in  the  jrall 
bladder,  because  I  never  heard  that  she  had  complained 
of  the  sufferings  which  they  must  have  occasioned  from 
time  to  time  in  their  passage  through  the  biliary  ducts. 

In  the  treatment  of  intestinal  obstruction  from  the 
lodgement  of  indigestible  or  extraneous  bodies,  all  will 
of  course  depend  upon  whether  the  smallest  diameter  of 
the  obstructing  cause  be  less  or  greater  than  the  smallest 
diameter  of  the  intestinal  canal  through  which  it  has  to 
pass.  If  the  former,  some  hope  may  be  entertained 
from  large  doses  of  morphia — say  a  grain  of  the  acetate 
once  in  two  hours — a  full  bleeding,  the  warm  bath,  and 
a  belladonna  plaster  over  the  seat  of  pain  and  repeated 
copious  injections ;  but  if  the  latter,  no  cure  can  be 
effected  by  any  such  means,  because  it  is  simply  an 
impossibility.  There  only  remains  the  '*  anoeps 
remedium"  of  laying  open  the  bowel  and  ridding  it  of 
its  death-plug.  And  why  should  not  this  be  done  ? 
There  is  no  difficulty  in  the  operation  if  there  be 
courage  to  perform  it.  The  surgeon  does  not  hesitate 
to  invade  the  trachea  with  the  knife  and  abstract  any 
foreign  body  that  is  threatening  life  by  obstructing  the 
respiratory  canal;  nor  to  divide  the  uterine  parietes  to 
extract  a  foetus  that  is  too  large  to  pass  through  a 
narrow  pelvis;  nor  to  pierce  the  colon  in  stricture  of 
the  large  intestine.  Why  then  should  we  hesitate  to 
open  the  intestinal  canal  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  to 
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extract  obstructing  bodies  which  are  snre  to  destroy  life  ? 
If  we  had  ventured  to  perform  soch  an  operation  in  the 
caaea  above  stated,  it  is  possible  that  one  or  both  of  the 
cofferers  might  have  been  living  at  this  time.  When 
there  is  the  certainty  of  death  in  the  on?  scale,  and  the 
.  possibility  of  lifu  by  an  operation  in  the  other,  there 
ean  be  no  difficulty  in  the  choice  j  and  altfaoagh  it  is 
admitted  to  be  the  "  anoepa  remediam,"  it  is  never- 
theless the  "  melios  qnam  nnllom." 

It  was  formerly  the  practice  to  administer  several 
ovnoes  of  quicksilver  to  remove  obstructions  of  the 
intestinal  canal,  and  sometimes  it  was  followed  by 
apparent  success ;  but  the  case  about  to  be  related  will, 
I  think,  show  the  absurdity  and  danger  of  its  adhibition. 

A  tradesman's  wife,  aged  50,  of  stout  form  and 
healthy  aspect,  was  seized  with  severe  spasmodic  pain 
on  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen,  followed  by  symptoms 
of  obstruction  of  the  intestines.  The  disease  continued 
with  great  severity  for  several  days,  and  various  remedies 
were  tried  to  subdue  it,  but  as  the  bowels  showed  no 
disposition  to  act,  it  was*  resolved  to  give  six  ounces  of 
quicksilver,  which  were  readily  swallowed.  No  relief, 
however,  followed  its  adhibition,  except  Chat  the  character 
of  the  pain  became  in  some  degree  changed ;  and  shortly 
afterwards  she  sunk  under  symptoms  of  supervening 
gangrene. 

On  examining  the  abdomen,  a  large  gall-stone,  the 
shape  and  size  of  the  transverse  section  of  a  common- 
sized  mould  candle,  and  two-thirds  of  an  inch  in  length, 
which  had  passed  the  ductus  communis  choledochus, 
was  found  lying  in  the  jejunum ;  and  farther  down  the 
quicksilver  was  detected  gravitating  in  a  pouch  of  one 
of  the  convolutions  of  the  ileum,  where  it  had  produced 
mortification  of  the  gut,  and  thus  the  intended  remedy 
and  not  the  disease  had  caused  the  death  of  the  patient. 
This  must  be  looked  upon  as  an  unfortunate  and  at  the 
same  time  an  instructive  case,  showing  the  great  im- 
portance of  poit-mortem  explorations.  It  was  unfortu- 
nate because  it  appeared  that  the  passing  of  a  large 
biliary  concretion  had  been  mistaken  for  obstruction  of 
the  bowels,  the  action  of  which  had  been  merely  sus- 
pended, whilst  an  immense  gall-stone  was  being  forced 
into  the  duodenum.  It  was  instructive  because  it  shows 
the  absurdity  and  danger  of  giving  quicksilver  to  remove 
an  intestinal  obstruction  in  quantities  that  might  over- 
power by  its  gravity  the  peristaltic  action  of  the  bowel. 
It  might  be  useful  in  these  cases,  if  it  had  run  down 
a  oontinued  descent;  but  as  it  has  often  to  be  pro- 
pelled against  its  own  gra^ty  by  the  vermicular  force, 
it  is  dear  that  if  its  gravitating  weight  be  more  than 
equal  to  the  propelling  force  of  the  bowel,  it  must 
lodge  and  endanger  the  vitality  of  the  part  on  which  it 
lies,  as  it  did  in  this  case. 

VI.— Oryanle  iKsMi«. 

Obstruction  from  this  cause  is  not  of  rare  occurrence. 
In  my  own  practice  I  have  met  with  many  instances. 
Organic  disease,  especially  when  situated  in  the  cavity 
ef  tiie  pelvis,  may  cause  a  total  obstruction  of  the 
ialcitiiial  canal  limply  by  eztemal  premie,  an  iutanoe 


of  which  I  have  lately  seen  terminate  fatally  in  this  town,. 
independent  of  any  disease  of  the  bowel ;  but  it  more- 
commonly  obstructs  the  canal  by  involving  the  bowd 
in  its  morbid  action.  The  latter  cause  is  that  itiik 
will  be  treated  under  this  head. 

Organic  stricture  is  generally  met  wilh  m  the  large- 
intestine,  and  more  frequently  in  the  8igm<nd  flexure  of 
the  colon  and  in  the  rectum.  I  have  but  sddom  sen ' 
it  occur  in  the  small  intestine  between  the  pylorus  sod 
the  termination  of  the  ileum.  It  is  always  eventnafiy 
fatal;  for  although  a  patient  may  survive  a  few  attadu 
of  obstruction,  he  is  sure  of  being  destroyed  by  the 
disease  as  the  canal  becomes  either  blocked  up  by  it  or 
perforated.  The  symptoms  are  much  the  same  ai  in 
other  intestinal  obstructions,  except  that  the  pain  is 
comparatively  less  spasmodic,  and  that,  if  the  stricture 
be  situated  low  down  in  the  colon  or  in  the  rectum,  tke 
abdomen  becomes  inflated  to  an  enormous  extent,  uideed 
I  have  so  frequently  seen  extreme  tympany  n  tbesjL 
cases,  as  to  consider  it  almost  diagnostic  of  tiiis  diseaiiP 

In  some  instances,  befbre  the  first  obstmetioD  takm 
place,  there  is  a  sickly  aspect  and  an  occasional  feeling' 
of  illness ;  whilst  in  others  the  genenl  health  is  UBim- 
paired,  so  that  the  patient  ia  not  at  all  aware  thstie 
serious  a  disease  exists  within  him.  When  this  disea*- 
is  situated  in  the  exerementitloua  port  of  the  IntertiBd 
canal,  it  does  not  much  atrophise  the  body ;  but  on  tbe ' 
other  hand,  when  it  involves  the  alimentary  portion 
there  is  great  emaciation,  as  we  -find  in  disease  of  As- 
oesophagus,  the  pylorus,  or  of  the  small  intestine.  The 
following  case  was  attended  with  previous  iUnesa:— 

Admiral  Sir  Samuel  W.,  of  aaUow  and  vohMif 
aspect,  aged  70,  had  felt  himself  ailing  for  a  coBiMeiiUe 
time,  which  he  attributed  to  bilious  causes.  He  fW 
not  much  attenuated  and  thought  lightly  of  his  ^coo- 
plaint.  At  length  he  was  attacked  with  setere  pais  n 
the  left  side  of  the  abdomen,  associated  with  obetmctioa 
of  the  bowels  and  vomiting.  Every  means  were  em- 
ployed that  could  be  suggested  to  mitigate  his  nSMap 
and  move  the  bowels,  but  without  any  good  eftrt. 
The  disease  went  from  bad  to  worse,  the  transfene 
arch  of  the  colon  and  the  intestines  above  it  beeane- 
enormously  inflated,  and  he  npidly  sunk.  On  eiamSa- 
ing  the  intestinal  canal  no  obstruction  waa  fband  tlU  e» 
came  to  the  descending  portion  of  the  colon  as  it  pas» 
over  the  left  kidney.  There  a  cardnomatons  striotaie 
was  discovered,  which  involved  about  two  inches  of  tks 
length  of  the  bowel ;  and  at  this  point  the  apertan 
was  so  contracted  as  not  to  admit  the  end  of  the  UtUe 
finger.  The  crown  of  one  ef  the  molar  teMh  wis  l/iaS 
upon  it. 

The  next  case  will  show  that  an  extensive  seifihaii' 
stricture  might  for  a  long  time  coexist  with  the  po>* 
session  of  apparent  good  heidth. 

A  lady,  aged  55,  of  fair  complexion,  plump  fonit 
and  remarkably  healthy  aspect,  who  had  been  long 
accustomed  to  daily  walking  exercise,  became  st  (MM 
affected  with  pain  of  tlie  lower  part  of  the  abdomai»  ttrf 
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.«I1  the  rafferingi  of  obstructed  bowels.  These  symp- 
.toms  took  her  by  surprise,  as  she  had  always  enjoyed 
nninterrapted  good  health  and  had  rarely  occasion  to 
resort  to  aperient  medicine.  Various  means  were  tried 
to  reliere  her,  but  as  they  did  not  succeed  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  explore  the  rectum,  when  its  upper  part 
was  found  almost  impervious  by  indurated  masses  of 
.scirrhous  disease.  She  was  at  length  relieved  princi- 
pally  by  the  introduction  of  a  wax  bougie  and  diluent 
injections ;  but  a  few  months  afterwards,  when  residing 
xiBar  London,  she  died  of  a  second  obstruction. 

Tn  the  case  also  abont  to  be  related  the  general  health 
'WB8  not  previously  impaired,  and  it  will  be  found  in- 
teresdng  from  a  trocar  having  been  used  to  lessen  the 
inflated  distension  of  the  colon. 

A  lady^  aged  35 ,  of  fair  complexion  mud  well  nourished . 
but  of  delicate  constitution,  was  attacked  with  the 
^pmptomsof  severe  oolic,  the.  pain  of  the  abdomen 
Tetuming  in  vehement  paroxysms.  The  case  was 
«l»stinate,  and  resisted  the  remedies  employed  in  the 
way  of  aperientSy  calomel  and  opium,  enemata,  the 
ipaim  bath,  &€.  AfUr  some  days  the  colon  had  become 
inllated  beyond  anything  of  the  kind  I  had  ever  wit- 
nwpd,  so  much  so  that  the  inaction  of  the  bowels  was 
veaaooably  attributed  to  the  loss  of  peristaltic  power 
Avm  overdistension,  and  in  consultation  with  Dr. 
Wood  and  Mr.  Simpson,  it  was  agreed  that  the  trans- 
verse arch  of  the  colon  should  be  perforated  by  a  fine 
trocar,  and  the  rectum  ii^eoted  with  cold  water  at  given 
intervals.  The  first  was  done  at  once  by  the  latter 
.gentleman,  and  a  large  quantity  of  foetid  gas  escaped  by 
^bo  oannubi ;  this  caused  the  volume  of  the  abdomen  to 
subside,  and  by  the  repeated  injection  of  cold  water,  a 
cenaiderable  quantity  of  liquid  fecal  matter  passed  the 
bowels.  This  was  highly  enconragingy  but  the  .im- 
ppovement  was  only  temporary.  The  symptoms  of 
obstmctioih  returned,  the  colon  became  again  inflated, 
though  in  a  less  degree,  and  in  about  twenty  days  from 
the  eomfBeacemeot  of  the  attack  she  died. 

The  body  was  examined,  and  at  the  inferior  termi- 
nation of  the  sigmoid  fleJture  of  the  colon,  where  the 
gut  18  about  to  enter  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  an 
Ofganic  atricture  vras  detected,  of  a  carcinomatous 
cbancter,  which,  although  it  did  not  involve  more  than 
an  inch  of  the  length  of  the  bowel,  had  almost  closed 
4betiibe. 

By  an  attentive  examination  of  the  symptoms,  the 
^isignoais  in  intestiaal  obatruction  from  morbid  stricture 
will  not  be  diffinaltb  The  rectum  should  always  be 
esplored/  either  by  the  figsger  or  a  bougie,  and  if 
there,  the  disease  will  at  once  be  discovered.  If  the 
rectum  be  found  free,  then,  if  the  aspect  of  the  patient 
be¥e  been  for  sosae  time  sallow  and  sickly, — if  there  be 
"Want  of  nutrition  and  wasting, — if  the  abdomen  has 
•been  oecasionally  affected  with  darting  pains,  and  be 
yeaonant  under  percussion,— if  the  stools  have  been 
pBevisnsly  relaxefl,  nnhfeelthy  in  appearance,  and  mixed 
with  blood  and  mucus, — and,  in  addition  to  these  signs, 
if  there  have  been  previous  obstruction,  an  organic 
stricture  is  dearly  iadioated. 


In  the  treatment  of  this  case  all  harsh  measures  are 
to  be  carefully  avoided  ;  and  with  a  view  to  overcome 
any  spasmodic  or  inflammatory  action  which  the  irrita- 
tion of  the  stricture  might  have  induced,  it  will  be  right 
to  give  half  a  grain  of  opium,  and  two  grains  of  cal(imel, 
every  two  hours,  whilst  the  pain  remains,  af^  which 
the  draught  (1)  should  be  given  every  three  hours  till 
the  bowels  are  acted  upon :— ^ 

l.^-R.  Magnesia  Sulphatis, 

Mannse  Optims,  ntrq.,  dr.  ij. 
Mistune  Amygdalae,  dr.  x. 
Misoe  fiat  haustus. 

If  there  be  no  action  from  these  means  in  four  or  six 
hours,  it  will  then  be  necessary  to  throw  up  into  the 
sigmoid  flexure,  once  in  four  hours,  a  copious  glyster 
of  warm  water,  with  four  grains  of  the  extract  of 
belladonna,  in  the  hope  of  dilating  the  constriction 
sufficiently  to  let  the  fiecal  discharge  pass  through  it. 

This  treatment  may  succeed  once  or  twice,  but 
eventually,  as  the  intestinal  canal  is  more  and  more 
filled  up  by  the  morbid  growth,  all  remedies  of  this 
kind  must  fail.  To  save  life  under  such  imminent 
danger,  M.  Amussat,  a  French  surgeon,  in  1839 
introduced  the  practice  of  perforating  the  colon  above 
the  stricture  at  some  point  where  the  wounding  the 
peritoneum  oould  be  avoided,  t.e.,  through  the  lumbar 
region.  This  operation  since  that  period  has  been 
performed  many  times  by  English  surgeons,  and  some- 
times also  through  the  peritoneum ;  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  latter  has  been  occasionally  preferred  on 
account  of  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  an  artificial 
tous  through  the  depth  of  the  lumbar  muscles 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Royal  Medioo-Chimrgical 
Society,  Mr.  Caesar  Hawkins  read  an  important  paper 
on  this  subject,  and  having  rela'ed  a  successful  case  in 
bis  own  practice,  he  brought  forward  tables  showing 
the  results  of  this  operation,  in  various  points  of  view, 
which  occurred  in  44  cases.  In  one  of  these  tables  it 
appears,  that  of  43  cases  21  had  died  within  the  first 
five  weeks,  and  of  these  that  ten  had  died  within  forty, 
eight  hours;  that  22  only  could  be  &irly  stated  to 
have  .recovered  from  the  operation,  that  of  the  22  six 
had  died  in  about  six  months  from  the  time  of  the 
operation,  and  that  only  nine  patients  were  at  present 
kno^n  who  had  survived  it  more  than  one  year,  one  of 
whom  (Mr.  Clement's  case,)  lived  three  years,  and 
another  (Mr.  Maitland's,)  lived  seventeen  years. 

This  statement  is  certainly  discouraging ;  but  when 
neither  acirrfaus  nor  carcinoma  is  Jtnown  to  characterise 
the  stricture,  when  the  obstruction  is  in  the  larger 
incestine,  and  when  the  constitution  does  not  appear  to 
be  much  exhausted,  the  operation  is  justifiable,  and  if 
it  can  be  performed  without  wounding  the  peritoneum, 
there  will  be  a  greater  probability  of  success. 

The  constitution  appears  .to  sanction  this  mode  of 
proceeding  by  sometimes  taking  the  same  course. 
Although  the  following  case  would  in  nowise  have 
justified  the  operation  for  its  own  relief,  still,  as  it  will 
show  the  ulcerative  process  by  which  a  communication 
was  effected  between  the  caecum  and  the  external  part 
of  the  abdomen,  and,  as  it  is  interestinif  in  other  points 
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of  view,   I  will  brieflj  leUte  it,  and  condada  the 
sabject  :— 

J.  J.,  of  tender  age,  quick  intdlect,  alight  oonforma- 
tion,  aad  delicate  oonatitation,  became  gradually  ailiog 
with  STmptoms  of  mesenteric  disease.  The  abdomen 
was  swollen  and  painfnl,  he  lost  flesh,  and  his  general 
health  declined.  On  this  account  he  was  placed  under 
the  care  of  eminent  medical  men  in  London,  who  sent 
him  for  a  time  to  the  sea-side;  the  disease,  never- 
theless, steadily  though  slowly  advanced,  and  whilst 
the  enlargement  and  tenderness  of  the  abdomen  increased, 
the  rest  of  the  body  became  attenuated.  At  length  the 
quantity  of  the  al?ine  dischai^ges,  which  were  of  a  pale- 
white  colour,  was  observed  to  decrease,  and  as  the 
quantity  became  less  and  less,  an  abscess  was  diaoorered 
to  be  forming  externally  on  the  right  side  of  the 
abdomen,  below  the  umbilicus.  When  it  broke  the 
fecal  smell  of  the  discharge  at  once  proved  that  it  came 
from  the  cavity  of  the  intestine,  and  very  soon  after- 
wards a  calculus,  of  a  whitish  colour,  and  about  the 
size  of  a  nutmeg,  was  found  on  the  poultice.  This 
mbscess  was  succeeded  by  another  more  posteriorly; 
and  through  these  openings  several  more  calculi,  of 
neArly  the  same  size  and  colour,  were  from  time  to 
time  expelled  with  the  frecal  matter.  Tlie  expulsion  of 
these  concretions  gave  some  hope  of  recovery,  and 
every  effort  to  effect  it  was  redoubled,  but  no  improve- 
ment took  place.  All  the  stools  continued  to  pass 
through  the  abdominal  openings,  he  became  colourless 
and  atrophied,  the  peritoneum  infiltrated,  his  lower 
extremities  anasarcous,  and  he  gradually  sunk  from 
exhaustion. 

On  examining  tlie  abdominal  viscera,  the  omenta  and 
peritoneum  were  found  studded  with  a  multitude  of 
small  tuberdes ;  and  the  mesentery,  from  the  quantity 
and  size  of  the  tubercolar  masses  it  contained,  was  like 
a  net  bag  fall  of  white  marbles.  The  external  openings 
communicated  with  the  cavity  of  the  ooecum,  tvMch  had 
become  the  seat  of  an  abscess,  extending  almost  aa  high 
as  the  transverse  arch  of  the  colon.  The  involved  portion 
of  the  gut  was  fixed  by  peritoneal  adheaions  superiorly 
to  the  acute  margin  of  the  large  lobe  of  the  liver, 
laterally  to  the  omentum  majus  and  small  intestinea, 
and  ioferiorly  to  the  fundus  of  the  bladder.  The  oavity 
of  the  ooecum  at  its  inferior  extremity  waa  fteriy  open 
to  the  ileum ;  but  its  superior  part  was  so  blocked  up 
by  a  fungoid  growth  that  it  would  scarcely  allow  of  the 
small  end  of  a  blow-pipe  being  passed  into  the  trans- 
verse arch  of  the  colon.  The  internal  surface  of  the 
bowel  presented  a  mass  of  chronic  and  irregular  granu- 
lations of  a  dark  red  colour,  some  of  which  were 
elevated  into  nipple-like  prooessea.  The  same  dark 
colour  pervaded  the  vfllous  ooat  of  the  inteAkial  canal 
mt  either  end  of  the  disease,  and  that  of  the  ileum, 
dose  to  the  ileo-ooecal  valve,  was  extensively  uloanited. 

The  raiimait  of  this  interesting  case  maybe  awnmed 
up  in  the  following  order : — Debility  of  oonatitation ; 
tubercular  diathesis ;  tuberdes  of  the  mesentery  more 
actively  devdoped;  atrophy;  softening  of  the  tnber- 
cnlar  matter  in  the  villoaf  ooat  of  the 


fldal  nicention  of  the  same,  extended  and  kept  op» 
by  the  irritation  of  frecal  matter;  granulationi  abootin; 
up,  and  by  degrees  obstmctiug  the  passage  of  tht 
colon;  formation  of  concretions  by  the  gradod  depont 
of  the  phosphates  upon  indigestible  nuclei,  namdy,— 
orange  pips,  apple  pips,  &c,  which  were  fbond  in  thdr 
centres ;  and  lastly,  uloerationa  throogh  the  abdomisil 
parietes,  to  expd  the  cakoli,  and  serve  as  saoatktfor 
the  freoes. 

CTo  b«  oMtinadJ 

Southampton,  May  17,  1852. 


REMARKS 

ONTHS 

TREATMENT  OF  BXJBJPTS  AND  SCALDS* 
Br  W.'  J.  MOORE,  Eso.. 

BuuKS  or  scalds  involving  the  neek  and  upper  pit 
of  the  chest,  are  undoubtedly  to  be  dreaded  mow  tka 
those  of  other  parts  of  the  body;  first,  firwa  Ihar 
tendency  to  terminate  fatally,  dAer  by  Isryagilh* 
pneumonia;  and  secondly,  ftt>m  the  greet difficallyrf 
preventing  the  defimnity  so  liable  to  occur  in  mA  i 
situation  during  the  heafing  process.  Bsndaga  o* 
splints  are  here  not  easily  applied;  and  it  likevin 
requires  muct  firmness,  both  on  the  part  of  the  pstiait 
and  surgeon,  to  prevent  the  head  from  indiniaf  don- 
wards.  If  a  patient,  severelj  burned,  does  oot  die  of 
the  collapse  consequent  on  the  accident,  tboearB  Mill 
other  grave  causes  of  danger,  most  freqQ«itiy»  P«^> 
having  reference  to  the  respiratory  organs,  cosgMtiw  ^ 
the  lungs,  sometimes  complete  pnearaoniii  taA  morB 
rarely  laryngitis,  coming  on.  SometinKS,  ha^mtt 
there  is  no  collapse  present,  and  the  patient  goei  oa 
well  for  one,  two,  or  three  daya,  when  mAMf  tto 
breathing  becomes  difficult,  the  pulse  perhaps  bcii« 
increased  in  volume,  and  countenance  finsfaed;  n  * 
short  time,  however,  (an  hour  or  two,)  the  extie«** 
become  cold,  the  pulse  intermittent,  and  the  psdait 
rapidly  dies  by  asthenia;  at  other  times  he  seeos  to 
rany  from  this  state,  and  then  the  lungs  oortiiDlT 
become  affected. 

When  a  patient  ii  seen  thus,  the  diflloolty  of  brerikng 
having  come  on  suddenly,  it  is  often  a  ni^  p«Bt  t» 
diagnose  the  probable  tennination,  and  dMniM*  ^ 
determine  with  certainty  the  proper  treatment  ^ 
posing  the  case  to  tagpainate  by  asthenia,  waBud 
brandy  should  certainly  be  administered ;  bat  if  r*i"' 
and  the  patient  ahould  aurfive  and  have  pneooow»t 
they  will  without  doubt  do  injury.  Leeches,  «» 
antimony,  are  here  called  for;  and  with  ehiUita  th> 
application  of  two  or  three  to  the  spin^  and  the  <^ 
bition  of  small  doses  of  antimony,  eomWned  •■■ 
tincture  of  cardamons,  has  often  bessi  iWtowrf  ^ 
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Amonsst  the  namerous  affections  which  may  arise 
sfter  a  bum,  I  may  mention  the  phenomena  of  epileptic 
ooovnlsions.  These  probably  depend  on  irritation  of 
tiie  periphories  of  the  nerves,  and  may  be  relieved  by 
immersion  in  warm  water,  or  sometimes  by  the  exhibi- 
tion of  full  doses  of  tartar  emetic,  to  produce  vomiting. 
In  this  latter  case,  however,  it  will  generally  be  found 
that  the  stomaoh  has  something  to  do  with  the  convul- 
sions ;  and  it  will  be  likely  that  the  child  has  been  eating 
some  rather  indigestible  substance  prior  to  the  burn, 
which  the  stomach,  sympathizing,  as  it  necessarily  must 
do,  with  the  disturbance  of  the  whole  system,  is  unable 
to  digest,  although  in  a  state  of  health  it  would 
have  done  so  with  ease.  I  therefore  always  inquire  if 
anything  likely  to  disorder  the  stomach  has  been  taken 
latterly,  and  then  {cttierla  paribut)  act  according  to  the 
information  obtained.  Relief  frequently  follows  vomit- 
ing, just  as  we  find  the  same  thing  happen  in  convul- 
sions from  a  similar  cause,  where  there  is  no  complica- 
tion of  bum.  In  our  inquiries  it  is  well  to- bear  in 
mind  that  an  article  which  would  not  cause  irritation  in 
«  healthy  state  would  do  so  after  a  scald  or  bam. 

Another  cause  of  death,  but  one  which  happily  occurs 
xather  seldom,  is  tetanus ;  sometimes  partial,  sometimes 
involving  tlie  whole  muscular  system.  If  this  compli- 
cation happens  the  case  must  be  considered  all  but 
hopeless ;  and  it  is  therefore  good  that  it  does  not  more 
frequently  occur,  particularly  as  the  suffering  then 
experienced  must  be  of  a  horrible  description.  One 
case  of  lock-jaw,  following  a  superficial  bam  of  the 
chest,  just  now  oocars  to  my  recollection,  where  it  was 
with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  any  sustenance  at  all 
could  be  administered.  The  trismus  came  on  gradually, 
commencing  on  the  fifUi  day,  and  the  girl  died  on  the 
thirteenth  in  an  asthenic  condition.  Such  a  case, 
although  bad,  does  not  strike  the  beholder  with  such 
horror,  as  others  were  opisthotonos  or  the  other  forms 
of  spasms  are  present.  A  friend  of  mine,  who  holds 
lai^  colliery  appointments,  and  often  has  occasion  to 
treat  boms,  informs  me  be  some  time  back  had  two 
cases  where  opisthotonos  was  observed;  and,  what  is 
strange,  they  occurred  both  within  a  very  short  time  of 
each  other.  The  treatment  in  the  one  case  was  stimu- 
lating, in  the  other  the  reverse ;  but  both  were  equally 
frrtal  in  their  termination. 

When  we  consider  the  numerous  complications  which 
may  arise  and  endanger  life  during  the  progress  of  a 
bum,  we  naturally  turn  to  posUmorietn  appearances, 
as  a  means  of  elucidating  some  fact,  and  throwing  some 
light  on  a  sufficiently  dark  subject.  But  here  we  are 
defeated;  for  it  often  happens,  particularly  in  cases 
such  as  those  last  mentionsd,  that  morbid  anatomy 
adds  nothing  to  the  subject.  It  is  trne  there  are 
certain  appearances  often  met  with  after  death  from 
homing ;  and  it  is  likewise  true  that  inflammation  and 
congestion  of  various  organs  show  their  presence  by 
their  appropriate  signs — serous  effusions  and  the  like ; 
hot  when  the  nervous  system  has  to  be  searched,  we 
in  vain  look  for  the  causes  of  convulsions — epilepsy, 
tetanus,  &c.  In  the  case  referred  to  above,  where 
trismus  resulted,  there  was  no  evident  cause  for  such 


affection.  The  brain  was  but  little  congested,  and 
apparently  healtiiy  in  structure,  and  the  medulla  spinalis 
was  also  free  from  morbid  appearances.  I  regret  I  have 
no  account  of  a  pott-mortem  on  the  other  cases;  but 
from  a  consideration  of  the  morbid  appearances  usually 
found  in  tetanic  cases,  I  do  not  apprehend  much  would 
have  been  elucidated. 

After  a  burn  has  healed,  and  a  cicatrix  formed,  it 
often  happens  that  it  becomes  a  question  if  any  operative 
interference  will  relieve  the  state  of  contraction  too 
often  present.  Much  (depends  upon  the  depth  of  the 
bum  in  the  first  instance,  as  should  the  muscular 
structure  be  destroyed,  no  good  can  possibly  result  from 
any  interference  whatever;  thus  in  a  case  latterly 
brought  under  notice,  the  whole  of  the  triceps  muscle 
on  the  posterior  part  of  the  humerus  was  destroyed,  and 
the  integument  and  periosteum  of  the  bone  firmly  united 
for  some  distance  up  the  arm ;  the  forearm  was 
extended,  and  of  course  could  not  be  flexed,  there 
being  little  or  no  motion  of  the  elbow-joint.  The 
deformity  is  irremediable. 

Sometimes,  however,  when  the  cicatrix  and  con- 
tracted portion  is  not  very  firm,  and  cartilaginous,  some 
good  may  be  done  by  the  use  of  the  knife,  either  dis- 
secting off  the  cicatrix,  or  dividing  the  prominent  bands 
resulting  from  it.  This,  however,  frequently  fails,  as 
the  new  granulations  have  the  same  tendency  to  contract 
exhibited  by  the  old  wound.  I  have  never  seen  sub- 
cutaneous section  tried  for  the  cure  of  such  deformities, 
but  am  of  opinion  that  good  would  result  from  its 
adoption ;  the  hardened  tissues  beneath  the  integument 
bejng  divided,  and  the  integument  stretched,  which  it 
would  allow  of  when  the  resistance  beneath  was  gone ; 
the  integument,  although  newly  formed,'^ nd  perhaps  but 
partially  oi^^anized,  evidently  retaining  more  elasticity 
than  the  condensed  fibro-cartilaginous  structure  found 
in  these  cases  beneath  it. 

Sometime  ago  I  had  occasion  to  treat  a  case  of  very 
bad  contraction  following  a  bum,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  brief  account : — A  lad  about  twelve  years  old,  had 
the- misfortune  to  get  severely  burned  about  the  back, 
left  axilla,  left  arm,  and  side  of  the  chest.  In  the 
courso'of  time  the  wound  had  almost  healed,  but  the 
arm  remained  nearly  touching  the  side  from  the  con- 
tractions which  had  taken  place,  and  therefore  motion 
was  almost  lost.  Under  these  circumstances  screw 
splints  and  other  contrivances  of  the  kind  were*  brought 
into  requisition,  hut  with  little,  and  only  temporary 
benefit  to  the  arm.  One  morning  while  attending  to 
the  emt,  I  was  indndng  him,  as  was  my  habit,  to  move 
the  arm  as  much  as  possible,  and  to  aid  him  in  the 
attempt  applied  my  hand  to  raise  the  elbow  from  the 
side,  exerting  but  a  slight  degree  of  force.  That  force, 
however,  was  sufficient  to  rapture  much  of  the  newly- 
formed  material  and  a  gaping  wound  resulted,  some  five 
inches  in  extent,  and  passing  horizontally  round  the 
ehsst,  about  two  inches  below  the  axilla.  It  was  not  in 
a  line  but  very  zig-zag  in  direction,  which,  as  afterwards 
proved,  was  a  great  means  of  procuring  a  better  medium 
of  union.  The  dressings  were  lint  and  water;  and 
presently,  firom  the  numerous  promontories  of  integu- 
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■ent  ipdken  of,  frah  skin  began  to  form,  to  that  when 
it  «aa  again  healed*  there  waa  very  tolcrd>]e  motion  of 
the  arm. 

I  have  not  had  many  oppoitonities  of  trying  mptare 
of  eontracted  parts,  but  in  one  other  case  where  the 
contraction  oecnrred  in  front  of  the  elbow-joint,  the 
flame  BMana  were  adopted,  and  with  modi  anooem. 
Should  1  have  casea  of  a  like  kind  to  treat,  I  ihonld 
fed  di^naed  to  IbUow  oat  the  plan ;  at  the  same  time  I 
would,  for  two  or  three  obviona  canaes,  limit  ita  employ- 
■lent  to  recant  cMea.  There  aboaeems  to  be  no  reason 
why  the  aame  principle  ahonld  not  guide  the  knife  in 
caaea  of  this  description.  Instead  of  dissecting  the 
cicatrix,  or  dividing  it,  aa  is  nsoaOy  done,  I  would  make 
ineisioiis  in  different  directions,  and  even  leave  small 
detached  portiona  of  integument,  and  thus  imitate  what 
occurs  when  the  parts  are  raptured  by  force.  Each 
promontory  or  isolated  portion  of  integument  beoomea 
aa  it  were  a  spring,  from  which  new  matter  is  formed. 
This  suggestion,  however,  requurcs  to  be  practiaed,  ere 
its  efllcacy  can  be  folly  established,  and  I  probaUy  shall 
pnMlise  it  in  a  caae  now  under  my  treatment,  and  give 
the  results  to  the  profomion. 


CAflB  OF 

WOUND   OF  HEABT  BY  A  NEEDLE. 

Bt  PLLOYD  peck,  Eflo.,  Nbwmaukw. 

Mmi  ai  flfSe.iirMirMtfiv^  fJU  CmmMdgt  m^ BmaUmgUm Brm^, 

/MMlMl,IS»t. 

Ellin  Payxs,  aged  6,  a  healthy  child,  was  observed 
to  come  home  crying  about  eleven  a.m.,  on  Friary, 
August  1st,  1851.  She  complained  of  pain  in  her 
cheat  till  about  one  o'clock^  when  some  tea  was  given 
her  and  she  became  better,  and  played  about  till  evening, 
when  she  became  sick  and  continued  so  all  night. 
About  two  P.M.,  she  brought  up  warms,  and  at  eleven 
A.M.,  on  Saturday,  ahe  became  worse,  and  the  Union 
Medical  Officer  was  applied  for.  The  Relieving  Officer 
came  to  see  her,  but  folding  her  asleep  did  not  think 
the  case  sufficiently  urgent  to  require  a  doctor,  conse- 
quently she  had  none.  She  complained  of  pain  tome- 
times  in  the  belly,  sometimes  in  the  chest,  till  she  died, 
at  eight,  p.  m.  on  Saturday. 

I  was  requested  by  the  coroner  to  examine  the  body, 
which  I  did  forty  hours  after  death. 

The  abdomen  waa  first  examined,  but  all  the  organs 
in  it  being  healthy,  the  chest  was  next  inspected.  In 
separating  the  sternum  from  the  anterior  mediastinum, 
the  scalpel  struck  against  a  metallic  body,  which  proved 
to  be  a  stout  and  strong  needle,  which  had  been  thrust 
through  the  junction  of  the  sternum  with  the  cartilage 
of  the  third  rib,  and  broken  off  short  externally.  A 
conesponding  small  spot  was  then  noticed  on  the  skin 
of  the  chest,  but  which,  under  ordinary  drcumstanoea, 
would  have  attracted  no  attention.  The  part  projecting 
fnwarda  measured  about  an  inch,  and  had  wounded  one 
or  two  mediaatinal  veins,  and  made  a  small  opening  into 


the  pericardium,  which  was  foil  of  bkMd.  Thm 
was  coiftidersble  Uoody  infiltration  mto  the  timni 
around.  The  lungs  were  congested.  The  otmnl 
wan  of  the  right  ventride  of  the  heart  was  frmjed  Mife 
were  by  the  point  of  the  needle,  in  a  peculiar  msnaer. 
On  making  doaer  inquiry,  aoaae  complaint  hid  bsm 
made  by  the  chOd  of  a  needle  she  had  m  her  pimftm 
baring  been  broken  and  pricked  her.  Thepoiiiticf 
interest  in  thecase  aeem  to  be  the  unsospeeled  entesm 
of  so  serious  a  lesion,  and  the  abacnra  of  anydehiM 
symptoms  whidi  might  have  led  even  a  medicsl  mm, 
had  she  been  seen  by  one,  to  have  inferred  say  injury  of 
thaf  nature.  The  situation  of  the  injury  to  the  bent 
would  indicate  with  much  precision  the  mofemeate  of 
that  organ  to  betwofold— upanddown,  aadoforfioi 
right  to  left. 


TWO   CASES   OF   VITILIGOIDEA. 
Bt  W.  FOSTER,  Eso.,  HuirmiGDOir. 


aciM4»/MMif.isis. 


About  twelve  years  ago  I  saw  m  young  lady  wifii  a 
curious  affecdon  of  the  skin  of  the  neck,  travening  the 
left  side  diagonally  from  the  ear  towards  the  ftenmD, 
about  one  inch  in  width.  At  first  sight  it  sppesrod  m 
the  scar  of  a  bum,  or  skio  removed  from  lOBie  npcr- 
fidal  cause,  not  unlike  a  prolonged  scsr  foNB  the 
pustule  of  vaccination,  but  at  the  lower  pert  the  ikiB 
waa  elevated  for  a  short  diatanoe,  smooth,  asd  of  s 
coiuur  something  like  a  permanent  wheal  of  vrticuiaj 
it  seems  that  it  spread  by  this  elevation,  wbichwas 
succeeded  by  the  scar-lilLe  appearance ;  there  «tf  m 
pain  or  uneasiness;  the  general  health  good.  The 
appearance  was  anything  but  prepossessing,  bat  as  no 
indication  of  treatment  presented  itself,  the  cue  paaed 
away  with  the  impression  on  my  mind  ''  that  I  kM^ 
nothing  about  it."  I  saw  the  young  lady  the  othff 
day ;  there  ia  a  very  slight  elevation  just  abore  dis 
collar  bone,  and  the  scar-like  appearance  la  much  mora 
superfidal,  and  has  now  nothing  more  than  a  dirty 
appearance. 

I  saw  no  other  case  until  last  autumn,  when  a  jwog 
gentleman,  just  about  to  enter  Oxford  Uniferstj, 
showed  me  what  I  recognised  as  the  same  disease.  It 
appeared  in  his  case  after  suppressed  perspiration,  as  bs 
supposed ;  it  shewed  itself  just  above  the  left  ejdvov 
on  the  fordiead  in  one  or  more  patches.  IreooiB* 
mended  him  to  try  collodion  and  live  weU,  I  oosld 
not  give  him  the  name  of  the  disease,  nor  mj  noxt 
about  the  treatment  I  heard  from  him  soon  sfttfr 
when  he  stoted  the  same  affection  had  all  at  onoedsrted 
up  his  head  for  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  and 
one  in  width,  entirdy  destroying  the  hair  at  the  roots* 
He  applied  the  collodion  assiduoudy,  took  moresnistfl 
food,  and  a  fow  weeks  since  I  saw  bun,  the  disease  vas 
evidenUy  stayed  on  the  head,  (but  the  hair  hsd  not 
grown  in  the  least,)  also  on  tiw  forehead  it  washeabd^ 
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'bat  just  on  the  eyebrow  it  was  not  gone.  He  com- 
^plained  of  a  sense'of  stiffness  over  the  parts  affected,  aad 
expressed  himself  very  anxious  as  to  the  results.  Very 
soon  after  this  latter  case  presented  itself,  I  found  this 
disease  described  by  Dr.  Addison  and  Dr.  Gull,  in 
•Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  voL  vii.,  p.  2,  under  the  name 
of  "  VitUigoidea," 


QUEEN'S    HOSPITAL,   BIRMINGHAM. 

OASES 
Reported  under  the  iemu  propoted  by  the  Associaiion* 

By  ScBrTATOB. 

Fractured  Skull  i  Depreeeion  of  Bone ;  Laceration  and 
Jj088  qf  a  portion  qf  the  Brain ;  Benunal  of  De- 
pressed Bone;  Death. 

Hknbt  Hollies,  aged  16,  admitted  November  21st, 
tmder  the  care  of  Mr.  Faricer.  It  was  stated  that  he 
■had  just  been  knocked  down  and  kicked  by  a  boat  horse. 
There  was  shhrering,  paleness  of  the  features,  and  cold 
extremities;  the  pupils  were  contracted,  the  pulse 
intermittent,  and  the  heart's  action  feeble  and  irregular. 
There  was  a  wound  in  the  scalp  above  the  right  ear, 
«nd  somewhat  profuse  bleeding  from  the  arterid 
branches  situated  there.  On  examining  the  wound, 
there  was  found  a  depressed  fracture  of  the  skull,  tiie 
depressed  portion  of  bone  seeming  to  be  about  the  size 
<if  a  shilUng.  It  was  sttoated  obliquely,  one  portion 
projecting  from  the  wound,  the  other  evidently  having 
entered  the  cerebral  substance  for  some  distance. 
There  was  also  another  portion  of,  bone  depressed, 
triangular  in  shape,  and  as  much  as  an  inch  in  length, 
the  base  of  the  triangle  being  applied  to  the  posterior 
surface  of  the  rounded  depressed  portion.  There  was 
also  considerable  escape  of  the  corebnd  substauee  itself, 
.as  much  as  a  teaspoonful  (laving  found  its  way  through 
•the  wound.  There  was  a  bad  cut  on  the  forehead,  and 
enother  over  the  occiput. 

When  seen  by  Mr.  Parker,  a  short  time  after  Admis- 
«on,  the  surface  had  become  much  warmer,  and  the 
.pulse  of  better  calibre.  He  was  also  sensible,  and 
^woiild  answer  any  question  put  to  him,  lying  in  the 
meantime  perfectly  still,  and  evidently  much  disinclined 
to  any  mental  exertion.  Mr.  Parker  determined  to 
jnise  that  portion  of  bone  which  was  lacerating  the 
4a«nial  substance,  and  in  order  to  accomplish  this  was 
obliged  to  enlarge  the  opening  in  the  scalp.  This 
having  been  effected,  several  loose  portions  of  bone 
were  readily  removed  by  the  forceps,  the  lai^gest  of 
tlMm  being  the  round  portion  before  mentioned  as 
tiltod  inwards.  •  During  the  operation  some  more  of  the 
sobetance  of  the  brain  escaped,  but  the  boy  stUl  con. 
tinned  peifeotly  sensible,  and  could  tell  the  number  of 
fingers,  or  any  object  held  before  him.  Wound  to  be 
.dressed  with  plasters. 


Vespere, — Still  continues  sensible;  surface  is  hot; 
pulse  counting  90;  countenance  slightly  flushed;  has 
made  wat^,  but  bowels  not  open. — Hab.  Oh  Croton, 
gtt.  j. 

22hd. — ^Bowels  have  been  moved  during  the  night ; 
he  ii  still  sensible  but  appears  stupid,  tfnd  answers  very 
deliberately,  and  with  evident  exertion;  pulse  counts 
96,  and  is  intermittent;  head  is  somewhat  hot,  and 
countenance  slightly  flushed. — ^To  have  an  injection  of 
castor  oil. 

Vespere.^Vuise  100,  full;  head  hot;  countenance 
flushed ;  restlessness ;  surface  dry ;  bowels  not  moved.— 
Mittatur  Sang,  ex  brachio  ad,  oz.  xviij. 

23rd. — Has  passed  a  very  quiet  night,  and  appears 
going  on  well.  He  is  perfectly  sensible  ;  pulse  counts 
90 ;  surface  moist ;  bowels  open ;   tongue  moist. 

Vespere. — Going  on  well.  To  have  effervesdng 
draughts. 

24th. — ^No  bad  symptom  present.  Strong  beef-tea. 
Wound  to  be  poulticed,  as  it  had  put  on  rather  a 
sloughy  appearance. 

25th. — Still  going  on  well. 

26lifa. — About  the  same.  No  prominent  symptom ; 
pulse  90,  and  moderate  as  regards  force ;  tongue  clean ; 
quite  sensible.  Takes  broth  and  beef-tea  with  readiness. 
Bowels  confined. — Hab.  Haust.  Purgant,  oz.  ij.  statim. 

27th. — Does  not  appear  so  well  this  morning,  being 
somewhat  hot  and  feverish ;  he  has  been  restless  during 
the  night,  and  several  times  wished  to  get  out  of  bed, 
&c.  Pulse  does  not  exceed  90,  but  the  tongue  is 
slightly  furred. 

28th. — Although  sensible  this  morning,  he  has  been 
delirious  during  the  night,  trying  to  get  up,  and  talking 
about  his  friends  and  employment ;  pulse  counts  90, 
and  is  soft;  bowels  open;  tongue  furred.  On  ex- 
amining the  wound  there  is  a  slight  protrusion  of  the 
cerebral  matter,  which  it  is  stated  was  flrst  noticed 
yesterday ;  it  pulsates  regularly,  and  appears  likely  to 
become  a  large  hernia  cerebri.  The  edges  of  the  scalp- 
wonnd  are  granulating. — R.  Ant.  Pot.  Tart.,  gr.  ij.; 
liq.  Opii.  Sed.,  dr.  j. ;  Aquae,  oz.  viij.  Piat  mist,  sumat. 
oz.  j.  quartis  horis. 

Vespere, — Has  had  two  doses  of  the  medicine,  and  is 
now  much  less  restless;  pulse  counted  90,  and  is 
reduced  in  volume ;  appears  inclined  to  sleep,  but  makes 
no  complaint,  although  he  continues  quite  sensible. 

29th. — ^As  before  in  every  respect.  Takes  his  beef- 
tea,  broth,  &c.,  well. 

30th. — Appears  weaker  to-day,  and  the  pulse  is  not 
so  strong  as  before ;  the  tongue  is  also  brown  and  dry, 
although  sensibility  is  perfect.  To  continue  beef-tea 
with  wine  in  addition. 

Dec.  1st. — Is  evidently  growing  weaker,  and  lapsing 
into  a  typhoid  state.     Continue  aliment. 

2nd. — ^Died:  having  gradually  become  comatose, 
with  dilatation  of  the  left,  and  contraction  of  the  right 
pupil  for  some  hours  before  death.  The  wound  the 
last  day  or  two  has  assumed  an  ashy  pale  hue,  but  with- 
eut  further  protrusiqn  of  the  cerebrum. 

Po«^-i»or/«m.-*There  was  extensive  wound  of  the 
brain,  which  appeared  to  communicate  with  the  lateral 


388 


THE  APPROACHII^G  ANNIVERSARY  MEETING. 


voitricle.  The  hole  m  the  bonei  of  the  skall  wu 
found  to  oorreepond  with  the  pieces  taken  tmtkj,  and 
there  wai  also  an  eztensiye  deposition  of  lymph  orer 
nearly  the  whole  sorfaoe  of  the  base  oi  the  skull. 

Mast  Hall,  aged  6,  was  admitted  asan  ont-patient 
under  Mr.  Sands  Coz,  in  Febmary  last,  hating  a  por- 
tion of  the  skulls  the  size  of  a  crown  piece,  depressed  to 
the  depth  of  the  one-sixth  of  an  inch.  The  fractare 
was  situated  at  the  superior  part  of  the  occipital  bone, 
and  the  dejAnessed  portion  was  perfectly  sound.  It' 
appeared  the  child  had  been  thrown  down  foui  days 
before  on  some  hard  stones,  a  large  swelling  on  the 
head  immediately  forming  afterwards.  The  tumefaction 
had  now  in  a  great  measusure  subsided,  and  the  depres- 
sion was  very  evident  both  to  the  sight  and  touch.  The 
child  had  complained  of  headache,  but  no  prominent 
symptoms  had  been  present,  and  when  brought  to  t)ie 
hospital,  sight,  hearing,  and  every  other  ft^nlty.  were 
perfect.  She  was  ordered  a  few  calomel  anid  jalap 
purges,  and  attended  several  times.  She  is  now  quite 
well,  never  having  made  any  complaint.    The  depression 


Wounds  of  the  brain  are  certainly  amongst  the  most 
dangerous  injuries  to  which  the  human  frame  can  be 
subjected,  and  are  popularly  supposed  always  to  be 
&Ul  in  their  results;  but  it  is  now  well  known  that 
occasionally  such  lesions  are  recovered  from;  and 
instances  of  such  a  nature  may  be  found,  in  most  sur- 
gical works,  and  moreover,  are  frequently  recorded  in 
the  medical  journals  of  the  day.  Fracture  and  laceration, 
with  loss  of  a  portion  of  cerebral  matter,  as  exempli- 
fied in  the  first  case  reported,  are  not  of  necessity 
attended  with  loss  of  life,  and  even  may  exist  without 
the  occurrence  of  any  bad  symptom ;  there  being 
instances  of  recovery  from  such  state.  This  is  not  only 
interesting  as  a  physiological  fact,  but  is  also  important 
in  a  medico-legal  point  of  view;  as  ere  now  it  has  been 
questioned  if  a  person  could  commit  any  act  requiring 
the  exercise  of  the  mental  faculties,  with  the  brtdn 
injured  to  such  a  degree.  Dr.  May  mentions  ft  case 
where  the  man  walked  two  or  three  miles  with  fractured 
skull,  lacerated  brain,  and  ruptured  lateral  sinus,*  and 
Cooper  also  mentions  another  of  the  same  nature.f 

Regarding  the  treatment  of  these  cases  it  has  now 
become  the  established  practice  of  all  experienced 
surgeons  to  "  leave  well  alone,"  that  is  to  say,  although 
depression  of  bone  be  present,  not  to  attempt  elevation 
unless  there  be  some  urgent  symptoms  of  coma  or 
pressure.  This  is  certainly  cortect,  there  being  no 
external  scalp  wound;  but  the  integument  already 
being  open,  authorities  differ  concerning  the  exact  line  of 
practice  to  be  followed.  If,  however,  it  can  be  ascertained 
as  in  the  case  reported,  that  any  portion  of  bone  has 
penetrated,  and  remains  undoubtedly  irritating^  the 
cerebral  substance,  there  seems  to  be  no  question  of  the 
propriety  of  removing  that  which  is  to  all  intents  and. 
purposes  then  a  foreign  body.    Tint  symptoms  observed 
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during  the  progress  of  the  case  were  oftenfisMS  nsulsr 
to  those  of  delirium  tremens.  One  het  is  slso  wortky 
of  notice,  that  the  tendency  was  to  a  typhoid  condilion, 
which  would  seem  to  point  to  the  propriety  of  keeping 
up  the  vit  vittB  by  nourishing  diet,  and  not  apppljing 
anliphlogistic  remedies  to  too  great  an  extent  m  mdk 


The  second  case  reported  exemplies  the  toleranoeof 
pressure  the  brain  sometimes  shows.  At  such  sa  igs 
the  diplo^  of .  the  bone  would  be  so  small  thst  the 
pressure  would  be  exercised  direcUy  intemslly.  ho* 
bably,  however,  from  the  situation  of  the  fracture,  dis 
cerebral  substance  has  somewhat  escaped,  thedepreiMn 
being  directiy  over  the  base  of  the  superior  longitodinil 
sinus,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  torcular  Hierophill 
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WEDNESDAY,  JULY  7,  1852. 

Wb  may  remind  our  Auociates  that  the 
Twentieth  Anniyersary  Meeting  will  be  held  it 
Oxford,  on  the  2l8t  and  22nd  of  the  present 
month,  when  those  who  have  not  already  rinted 
that  UniverBity  will  have  an  opportmdty  of 
inspecting  all  those  local  features  which  must 
be  BO  well  known  to  them  by  report;  whilst 
others  will  be  able  to  renew  their  acquaintaaoe 
with  them,  to  which  the  interval  can  only  add 
fresh  zest  and  relish.  In  addition  to  the  inteiert 
attached  to  the  locality,  may  be  mentioned  that 
connected  with  the  ceremony  of  conferring  the 
degree  of  D.C.L.  upon  our  distingaished  Asso- 
ciates, Sir  Chablbs  HASTiKas,  Dr.  FoBsm,  and 
Dr.  CoNOLLT,  a  compliment  equally  deserved 
by  the  individuals,  and  due  to  the  AssociatioiL 

The  questions  which  may  be  expected  princi- 
pally to  take  up  the  attention  of  the  meet- 
ing, are  those  of  Medical  Beform,  and  the 
management  of  the  publications  of  the  Society. 
The  former,  we  think,  is  in  such  a  train 
as  to  give  unmixed  satisfaction,  and  the  only 
point  at  all  likely  to  lead  to  discoasion  is 
the  apportionment  of  the  sum  to  be  devoted  to 
the  further  superintendence  of  the  Bill,  which 
having  already  been  approved  of  by  the  Piatrict 
Branch  Meetings,  will,  we  have  no  doob^ 
receive  the  assent  of  the  assemblage  at  Oxford. 
With  regard  to  the  publications,  we  have  already 
adverted  to  them,  except  upon  one  or  two  poW^ 
upon  whi^h  some  of  our  readers  have  reqairw 
explanation,  and  which  will  be  alluded  to  belov* 
It  is  proposed  by  the  Worcester  Council  that  ihs 
consideration  of  this  question  should  be  reftired 
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to  a  Committee,  but  we  are  inclined  to  think 
that  it  would  lead  to  a  more  Batisfactoiy  resist 
if  the  diflcnasion  moved  for  by  Dr.  Cowax 
■hooldbe  allowed  to  take  plaeein  the  generd 
meeting,  since  it  ig  one  in  which  all  the  memben 
are  eqnally  interested,  and  eqnaUy  capable  of 
forming  a  correct  opinion. 


We  ore  rtgumM  by  ike  Local  SscaxTAaT  et 
Oxford  to  call  the  attention  qf  the  members  qf  the 
Aseociation  to  the  notice  put  forth  in  the  programme  of 
ike  propoeed  proeeedinge  ai  the  meeting  to  be  holden  in 
Oxford  on  the  21it  and  22nd  inet, ;— «<  Local  cireum^ 
etaneee  make  it  indUpeneable  that  for  eeeming  suitable 
accommodation,  gentlemen  who  purpose  to  Join  the 
BreaV^i  or  the  JHnner  Party  on  Thursday,  ihe22nd 
met,,  do  make  intimation  qf  suck  intention  to  the 
Honorary  Secretary,  R.  Hansard,  Esq.,  31,  High 
Street,  Oaford,  on  or  brfore  Saturday  the  lOM  wit/." 
Membere  who  intend  to  visU  Qjrford  on  the  occasion 
are  particularly  requested  to  caU  at  the  Town  Hall 

IMMEDIATELT  ON  THRIR  ARRIVAL,     whcrC  all  neceS- 

sary  information  respecting  the  Meeting  will  be  supplied 
to  them, 

OnWEJ>fnnAY,Jufy2l,  a  table  d'h^teBKRXKFXBT 
wiU  be  provided  at  the  Star  HoTBL,>om  8  tiU  11 
o^doek,  Tickets  2s.  6d.  There  will  also  be  a  table 
d'hote  Dinner  at  the  Star  Hotel,  at  haff^st  Jive, 
Tickets  is.,  exclusive  qf  Wine  and  Dessert, 

On  Thursday,  the  Members  and  their  Friends  will 
Brsakfast  together  at  the  Star  Hotel,  at  Half  poet 
Bigki  0* clock.  Tickets  2s.  6d.  each ;  and  on  the  Evening 
qf  the  same  day,  they  wUl  Dine  together  at  the  TOWN 
HALIj,  at  Half-past  Six  o'clock.  Tickets  One  Guinea 
each,  including  every  expense, 

BeSs  at  the  several  Hotels,  2s.  M. 

Ik  connection  with  our  remarks  on  the  conduct 
of  this  joumfd,  we  have  received  severfd  letters, 
some  for  onr  private  perosal,  and  one  signed 
"W.,"  for  insertion  in  the  present  number. 
Most  of  them  contain  a  demand  for  an  explana- 
tion, which  will  be  found  in  this  article,  relative 
to  the  items  of  expense  in  its  printing,  editing, 
&o.,  together  with  other  observations  to  which 
we  will  also  allude,  and  to  which  this  notice  we 
hope  will  supply  a  full  and  satisfactory  r^y. 

Our  correspondent,  '^W.,"  in  comparing  the 
expense  of  the  publications  of  the  Society  wiili 
tliat  of  the  Medical  Times,  estimates  this 
jcfumal  at  Ids.  4d.  per  year.     Now,  so  far  from 


ihiif  "feng  the  case,  according  to  the  following 
calculation,  it  costs  each  subscriber,  in  round 
numbers,  lOs.  only.  Hie  charge  for  printing 
amounts  to  £700  per  annum,  which,  together 
with  the  expense  of  editing,  after  deducting 
the  receipts  for  advertisements,  sale  of  extra 
journals,  Ac,,  average  as  near  as  may  be 
£800  yearly.  This  expenditure  we  believe  to 
be  as  low  $b  it  is  possible  to  reduce  it, 
if  conducted  in  the  usual  way  of  employing  a 
respectable  printer  and  publisher,  and  instead  of 
exceeding  that  of  the  Medical  Times  and  Lancet, 
is  beneath  them  by  more  than  one-third,  since  the 
sum  named  by  "  W.,"  is  only  the  subscription  for 
the  unstamped  paper,  whereas  the  charge  for  the 
Journal  includes  that  important  item.  The 
Xaiu^  is  furnished,  stamped,  for  £1. 14s.  8d.  per 
fifty-two  copies,  making  the  charge  for  twenty-six 
nambers — ^the  number  furnished  by  us — 17s.  4d. 
Thus  we  think  we  have  shown  to  the  satisfaction 
of  every  one,  that  in  a  commercial  point  of  view 
the  Association  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  sup- 
plied with  "  a  bad  article  at  a  high  price,"  which 
has  been  the  remark  of  one  of  our  private  cor- 
respondents. We  may  thus  dismiss  the  subject 
of  the  cost  of  the  article,  which,  as  we  before 
observed,  we  believe  to  be  reduced  to  the  lowest 
possible  price,  unless  printed  by  the  Society  on 
its  own  account,  when  of  course  the  fair  and 
reasonable  profit  of  the  printer  might  be  retained 
by  the  Association,  but  which  it  has  hitherto 
declined  to  interfere  with.  * 

Now,  as  to  the  reasons  which  may  be  alleged 
why  the  Editorial  matter  has  not  what  our 
friend  "  W."  requires — "  more  spirit  in  it>"  tnir 
readers  are  probably  awaro  that  on  more  than 
oae  occasion  cold  water  has  be^en  thrown  upon 
any  discussion  of  medical  politics,  and  that  any 
wnfavaurahle  opinion  awarded  to  any  book  in  its 
review,  has  been  thought  to  be  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  Association ;  so  that  we  think 
that  it  must  be  evident  to  any  unprejudiced 
mind  that  the  subjects  upon  which  to  exercise 
our  ingenuity  are  materially  limited,  and  that  we 
are  somewhat  in  the  position  of  a  man  thrown 
into  the  water  with  his  hands  tied,  who  is  .abused 
for  not  readily  swimming  to  shore.  We  can 
assuj*e  our  correspondent  that  there  is  more 
difficulty  in  reducing  the  "  spirit  *'  of  our  efiusiona 
to  the  desirable  standard  than  there  would  be 
in  instilling  enough  to  satisfy  even  him. 

We  have  before  alluded  to  the  importaaee  of 
our  Associates  supporting  our  efforts  by  their 
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eontributionfl,  but  here  again  tliere  is  no  little 
difficulty  in.  aToiding  both  Sylla  and  Charjbdis, 
since  we  have  found  on  more  than  one  occa- 
Bion  that  fault  has  been  found,  (and  we  have 
no  doubt  arising  from  real  inju]*y  in  a  limited 
circle,  to  the  extension  of  the  Association,)- with 
our  refusing  admission  to  articles  unfit  for  the 
pages  of  a  medical  periodical  or  in  some  cases 
for  any  periodical  at  all.  We  are  well  aware 
that  it  is  impossible  to  please  all  parties,  and  that 
in  the  exercise  of  our  duties  we  cannot  possibly 
avoid  wounding  the  amour  jpropre  of  some,  but 
we  can  conscientiously  affirm  that  we  never  ex- 
ceeded what  we  thought  our  duty,  and  we  can 
with  thankfulness  recal  many  instances  in  which 
the  contributors  themselves  have  most  haud- 
fiofnely  admitted  the  trutli  of  our  objection. 
Still  there  are  reasons  for  the  admission  of  lAany 
articles,  which  perhaps  tKe  Editor  of  an  inde- 
pendent Journal  would  reject,  but  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  the  promotion  of  journalism  is  not  the 
sole  object  of  the  Association,  but  that  it  can  only 
be  usefully  carried  on  by  making  all  its  several 
purposes  run  on  smoothly,  pari  passu,  we 
think  we  have  exercised  a  sound  discretion  in 
sometimes  sacrificing  the  interests  of  the  Journal 
to  those  of  the  Association  at  large,  and  from 
many  years'  experience  of  the  working  of  the 
two,  we  are  quite  confident,  that  whoever  con- 
ducts the  one  without  reference  to  the  other, 
will  ixreparably  injure  the  whole  cause,  and  put 
a  stop  at  once,  not  only  to  the  progress  of  the 
Journal,  but  to  the  Association  itself. 


^rnmMnga  nf  hntiits. 


TOEZSHIEE    BBANCH. 
The  annual  meetiog  of  the  Yorkshire  BrancB 

OF     THE      PrOYINCIAL      MbDICAL      AND      SURGICAL 

Association  was  held  at  the  Medical  School,  Leeds, 
on  Thursday,  June  10th.  There  were  present — Dr. 
Chadwick,  of  Leeda,  President ;  Mr.  Hey,  Mr.  S.  Hey, 
Mr.  T.  P.  Teale,  Mr.  8.  Smith,  Mr.  Garliek,  Mr. 
Price,  Mr.  Nunneley,  Dr.  Heaton,  Dr.  Maync,  Dr.  P. 
Smith,  Dr.  Castle,  Mr.  Ikin,  Mr.  Reynolds,  Mr. 
Baker,  Mr.  Scattergood,  Mr.  Wheelhoase,  Leeds ;  Mr. 
Hemingway,  Dewsbury  j  Mr.  Hill,  Knottingley ;  Mr. 
Hornby,  Pockllngton,  Mr.  W.  Matterson,  York. 

Dr.  Chadwick,  the  President,  then  addressed  the 
meeting  u  follows  :*- 

OsMTLBMBN^^I  haTo  to  thank  yon,  in  the  first 
place,  for  the  complimentary  and  high  honour  which 


jovL  have  conferred  upon  me  by  placing  me  in  thu  diair; 
and  to  assure  yon  that,  in  return  for  your  kindnte  la 
so  doing  my  best  endeavours  shall  be  exerted  to  roidsr 
the  year  of  my  official  tenure  aa  suceassfiil  as  any  of  Hi 
predecessors.  I  cannot  hope  to  equal  the  effideney  of 
the  gentleman  who  this  day  vacates  the  office,  and  manj 
others  who  have  on  former  occasions  occupied  the  post; 
but  to  none  of  them,  I  may  venture  to  assert,  am  I 
inferior  in  the  strong  desire  which  I  entertain  of  render- 
ing these  meetings  efficient  to  the  objects  for  wbidi 
they  were  commenced  ;  and  I  am  induced  to  hope,frott 
the  communications  which  I  believe  are  to  be  bronght 
forward  to-day,  that  the  present  meeting  may  prove  u 
profitable  and  aa  interesting  as  any  other  prevton 
annual  assembly. 

I  have  another  preliminary  duty  to  discharge,  and 
that  is  to  welcome  those  of  you  who  come  from  a 
distance  once  more  to  Leeds.  Whilst  I  am  wvraated 
in  expecting  that  we  ahall  offer  you  aometUng  of 
novelty  on  the  preaent  Oocaaion,  we  atill  regard  oorselvM 
in  the  position  of  recipienta,  in  a  double  seue— of 
yourselves  as  visitors,  and  also  of  the  profiessionil 
information  you  are  willing  to  communicate.  For, 
after  all,  gentlemen,  thia  ia  the  grand  object  we  shoold 
ever  have  in  view  in  thus  meeting  together,— to  beadSt 
each  other  by  the  mutual  interchange  of  ideas.  To 
this  end  may  I  venture  to  detain  you  from  the  mon 
usefal  business  of  the  day,  by  devoting  the  few  minottf 
ordinarily  given  to  the  Presidential  Address  to  a  fev 
desultory  remarks. 

The  year  that  baa  passed  over  since  oar  Shefleld 
meeting  cannot,  in  any  profeaaioual  aeaae,  be  regnded 
as  eventful.  Ours  is  a  profeasion  rarely  marked  bf 
the  occurrence  of  convulsive  or  organic  changes;,  yet  it 
had  well  nigh  proved  so  in  regard  to  the  fint  sabjeet 
which  I  have  to  mention,  and  which  for  the  part  few 
years  has  formed  the  staple  of  many  aimilar  addresses. 

During  the  present  Parliamentary  Session,  the  almost 
tedious  subject  of  Medical  Reform  might,  but  fisr  ths 
occurrence  of  a  remarkable  political  eontreUmpt,  havB 
received  its  final  quietus.  The  late  Home  Secretary,  it 
is  well  known  bad  given  much  attention  to  this  subject; 
and  had  rendered  himself,  it  ia  believed,  thoroogUj 
conversant  with  the  wants  and  wishes,  as  well  as  the 
multiform  requirements  of  the  profession ;  so  that,  had 
it  continued  his  duty  to  deal  with  the  measure  emanating 
from  the  Council  of  our  own  Association,  we  might 
reasonably  have  anticipated  a  termination  of  this  loag- 
debated  question.  I  apeak,  gentlemen,  merely  as 'a 
chronicler  of  paaamg  eventa  of  profeasional  intereA 
and  not  aa  one  who  haa  ever  been  sanguine  as  to  the 
results  of  legislative  interference  with  us ;  but  I  malt 
admit  that  the  propositions  of  our  Central  Coandl, 
which  have  formed  the  basis  of  the  new  Bill,  and'opoa 
which  we,  aa  a  Branch  of  the  Association,  have  passed 
our  general  approbation,  have  unqnestionably  beea 
more  favourably  received  by  the  entire  body  of  the 
profesdon  timn  any  previous  proposal.  It  combines  m 
its  enactmenta  all  that,  in  my  belief,  can  be  effected  bf 
legislation  in  favour  of  the  profeesion.  It  avoids  all 
extreme,  and  therefore  objectionable,  interference  wilk 
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die  rights  of  the  existing  $trietly''pn(ftinonal  corporate 
bodies.  It  leaves  the  present  professional  distinctions 
intact,  whilst  it  provides  for  the  eflScient  education  of 
all  classes.  It  resorts  aHittle  as  possible  to  pains  and 
penalties  for  illegal  practice,  whibt  it  secures  the  legiti- 
mate pracUtioner  all  the  protection  the  law  can  afford 
1dm,  in  the  least  objectionable  manner,  by  an  admirably 
devised  system  of  registration.  The  measure,  therefore, 
whether  regarded  as  a  positive  or  negative  good,  secures 
ovr  approval ;  and  had  not  the  political  event  to  which 
I  have  referred  transpired — with  which,  however,  in 
iku  meeting,  except  as  it  bears  upon  the  matter  now 
noticed,  we  have  no  concern — we  mij^ht  have  attained, 
in  the  passing  of  this  Bill  and  the  simultaneous  produc- 
tion of  the  new  and  liberal  Charters  of  the  Colleges  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  that  consummation  we  must 
all  agree  is  so  devoutly  to  be  desired— the  final  settle- 
•  ment  of  Medical  Reform.  We  must  never,  however, 
gentlemen,  foiget  that  the  primary  and  most  effectual 
element  of  Medical  Reform  is  personal;  and  unless  we 
aJl  of  us  act  on  this  belief,  legislative  enactments  and 
corporate  enfranchisement  will  alike  prove  futile.  In 
justice  to  myself,  however,  it  is  right,  before  quitting 
this  subject,  that  I  observe,  in  reference  to  the  Charter 
of  the  College  of  Physicians,  as  at  present  propounded, 
that  it  will^  I  apprehend,  require  some  material  altera- 
tions before  it  meets  with  the  general  approval  of  the 
provincial  physicians. 

Medicine  is  a  progressive,  and  consequently,  to  a 
certain  extentj  an  ever  changing  science ;  but  the 
contrary  is  frequently  urged  against  us,  that  we,  as  a 
pro£essioQ,  are  so  wedded  to  our  fixed  and  antiquated 
notions,  that  we  can  neither  admit  nor  tolerate  anything 
that  is  new.  This  assertion,  I  maintain,  is  as  calumnious 
at  it  is  untrue,  for  I  know  no  te:  of  men  more  open  to 
conTiction,  more  ready  to  receive  and  investigate  new 
propositions,  than  the  members  of  our  profession; 
indeed,  as  regards  the  trial  of  new  remedial  agents, 
and  the  admission  of,  and  inquiry  into,  the  value  of 
proposed  theoretical  and  practical  improvements,  the 
£ault  lies  in  the  opposite  direction,  that  we  are  often 
too  open  to  admit  as  possibilities  those  things  which 
too  frequently  disappoint  oui^  expectations.  But  when 
-we.  are  called  upon,  by  those  who  thus  assail  us,  to 
Ignore  the  accumulated  and  growing  experience  of  ages, -^ 
when  we  are  required  to  subvert  the  principles  upon 
which  the  noblest  minds  that  from  time  to  time  have 
adocned  our  profession  have  based  their  conclusions, — 
apd  when  we  are  expected  to  abandon  the  guidance  of 
cfioimon  sense,  in  admitting  the  crude  and  unphiloso- 
pjiical  vagaries  of  any  upstart  theorist,  the  rational 
■eepticiim  which,  under  these  circumstances,  we  are 
jaatifiad  in  exerdshig  is,  I  firmly  believe,  in  the  present 
day,  the  gFsnd  safeguard  of  our  SGience.  Not  to  dwell 
tether  upon  this  tempting  topic,  I  would  remind  you 
of  the  dignified  rebuke  admimsterrd  to  the  more  glaiing 
terns  of  empiricism,  by  the  splendid  resolutions  of  our 
Ptf  ent  Association  at  Its  Brighton  meeting. 

In  returning  from  this  digression,  I  would  attempt 
to  SUostrate,  by  a  reference  to  a  fbw  of  the  more  proml- 
topica  of  the  day,  that  active  spirit  of  investi- 


gation, that  eager  inquiry  after  truth,  which,  I  maintain, 
as  distinctly  characterises  us  as  a  profession  in  the 
present  day,  as  at  any  other  previous  date. 

Many  important  and  laborious  investigations,  now 
conducted  by  the  members  of  the  Epidemiological 
Society,  intd  the  efficiency  and  true  value  of  vaccination, 
as  a  preventive  of  small-pox,  will,  I  am  satisfied,  lead 
to  important  practical  results,  and  will,  I  trust,  re-  ' 
establish  the  professional  and  public  confidence  in  this 
simple  mesns,  whether  by  prevention  or  modification, 
of  diminishing  the  mortality  of  this  once  fatal  malady. 
The  stirring  of  this  yery  important  question  su^ests 
many  grave  reflections  which  time  will  not  permit  me 
to  pursue.  Knowing,  as  we  do,  the  readiness  with 
which  the  public  omit  all  precautionary  and  preventive 
measures,  unless  the  disease  against  which  they  shoukl 
be  adopted  be  actually  at  their  door,  and  the  aptitude 
with  which  they  avail  themselves  of  any  doubt  as  to 
their  efficiency,  particularly  when  that  doubt  is  propa- 
gated' by  the  profession  as  an  excuse  for  their  own 
neglect,  we  cannot  fail  to  regard  the  statements  which 
have  thrown  a  suspicion  upon  the  efficiency  of  vacdna- 
oation  as  most  unwisely  made,  unless  the  evidence 
supporting  them  be  better  established  than  I  am  willing 
to  admit.  I  contend,  then,  tiiat  the  inquiry,  by  this 
important  society,  is  fiilly  justified  by  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  we  owe  to  it,  as  a  profession,  a  deep 
debt  of  gratitude  for  its  spuited  conduct  in  the  matter. 

Tht  splendid  application  of  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  of 
his  truly  philosophical  views  of  the  physiology  and 
pathology  of  the  nervous  system,  to  the  alleviation  and 
possible  cure,  in  some  cases  of  epilepsy,  claims  at  any 
rate  our  admiration ;  and,  should  further  experience 
confirm  his  statements,  a  great  advance  is  unquestion- 
ably made  in  the  management  of  this  almost  intractahla 


The  former  discussions  as  to  the  nature  of  continued 
fever,  and  more  particularly  its  supposed  varieties,  have 
recentiy  been  revived,  and  still  occupy  the  attention 
of  those  members  of  the  profession  enjoying  more 
extended  opportunities  for  observation.  A  marked 
tendency  has  become  apparent,  at  any  rate  in  the 
London  schools,  to  divide  these  forms  of  fever  into 
several  varieties,  with  the  more  important  of  which— 
typhus  and  typhoid»  we  have  long  been  familiar.  It 
is  contended,  that  by  many  marked  symptoms,— by  a' 
peculiar  rash,  almost  invsriable  in  its  occurrence,— by 
a  particular  morbid  condition  of  the  mucous  membraitie 
of  the  intestines, — by  its  almost  constant  mode  of 
origin  and  duration,— and  by  a  vast  variety  of -subsidiary 
phenomena,  the  form  of  continued  fever,  denominated 
typhoid,  is  distinguished,  and  at  any  period  of  its 
course  distinguishable  from  another  variety  known  as 
true  tjrphus.  This  is  said  not  to  be  so  commonly 
marked  by  an  eruption  (whidi  is  of  a  different  charaoter 
when  it  does  occur)  to  be  firee,  or  nearly  firee,  from  the 
peculiar  intestinal  morbid  changes,  and  to  have  a  different 
origin  and  course. 

The  result  of  my  own  experience  in  the  observation 
and  treatment  of  fever,  has  led  me  to  veiy  different 
oondusionfl.    We  oonstantly  find  in  the  fever  hospital 
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m  this  town,  that  the  ulceration  of  the  macoui^  surface 
csists  along  with  the  dark-coloured  rash  of  typhus,  or 
miOt  BO  nsh  at  all, — that  the  typhoid  rash  occurs  in 
eases  where  the- mucous  membrane  is  not  affected, — 
thai  this  condition  is  by  no  moans  necessarUy  marked 
by  a  diarrhoea, — that  the  two  forms  of  eruption  some- 
times occur  simultaneously  in  the  same  case, — and 
that,  hi  every  conceiTable  form,  the  'symptoms  said  so 
•teongly  to  mark  the  special  forms  of  fever,  are  mixed 
together  in  the  same  individual.  This  active  spirit  of 
inquiry,  the  existence  and  operation  of  which  I  am  thus 
attempting  to  prove  as  directed  in  the  above  channel, 
moat  eventually  lead  to  an  improved  pathology  and 
tceatment  of  this  very  frequent  disease. 

I  would  claim,  too,  as  efficient  to  my  argument,  the 
valuable  results  obtained  from  the  analytical  and  micro- 
acopic  investigations  into  the  purity  of  various  articles 
of  food,  of  common  consumption,  so  successfully  pro- 
moted by  the  proprietors  of  the  Lancet.  Should  these 
investigations,  as  I  think  has  been  promised,  be  carried 
on  to  the  examination  of  drugs,  and  the  consequent 
exposure  of  the  adulterations  to  which  they  are  subjected, 
a  atill  more  weighty  obligation  will  be  conferred  upon 
the  profession  by  the  spirited  conductors  of  that 
jonmal. 

How  rarely  we  find  that  the  satisfactory  results 
obtained  from  the  first  trial  of  any  new  remedy  are 
lealized  in  its  continued  employment.  We  must  all  of 
u  have  instances  fresh  in  our  remembrance  iUostrating 
thislact;  and  although  the  adulterations  to  which  it 
m^  be  subjected,  as  soon  as  it  acquires  popularity, 
will  not  alone  account  for  the  discrepakcfy,  yet  I  am 
■atisfied  that  not  nnfrequentiy  they  have  much  to  do  with 
ita  explanation.  The  general  emplojrment  of  the  micro- 
•crope  in  recent  years,  has  aided  materially  in  the 
improvement  both  of  the  science  and  art  of  medicine, 
and  the  seal  with  which  its  revelations  have  been  pi^r- 
sned,  furnishes  most  im.portant  Indices  of  the  zealous 
activity  of  the  professional  mind,  which,  I  am  con- 
tending, still  continues  to  operate.  A  reference  to 
this  instrument,  however,  becomes  highly  suggestive  of 
a  prudent  caution  in  its  use,  lest  it  should  be  abused, 
as  it  is  liable  to  be,  by  its  too  enthusiastic  advocates 
and  admirers,  or  to  serve  the  purpose  of  unscruplous 
empirics.  Speaking  of  medicine  in  its  double  character, 
aa  a  science  and  an  art,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  affirming 
that  the  microscope  is  more  really  valuable  in  the 
■tndy  of  the  one  than  the  practice  of  the  other :  in  other 
words,  the  physiologist^  the  general  anatomist,  and  the 
pathologist,  will  derive  more  aid  from  the  use  of  the 
BUCTOfloope  than  the  practising  physician,  who,  although 
he  may  be  aided  in  bis  diagnosis,  by  the  employment 
of  this  instrument,  will  not  find  it  particularly  sug- 
gestive of  remedial  measures.  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
decry  or  limit  the  employment  of  this  instrument, 
when  used  with  proper  and  atrictly  scientific  intentions  ,* 
all  that  I  desire  is,  that  it  should  be  placed  upon  its 
proper  footing — ^that  it  should  be  regarded  merely  as 
eaa  of  the  many  valuable  adjuvants  to  the  successful 
prosecation  of  our  work.  Instruments  like  this,  have, 
I  contend,  like  newly-introduced  remedies,  two  severe 


crdeals  to  undergo — first,  the  enthusiasm  cooseqaeat 
ipon  the  introduction ;  and,  secondly,  the  temporary 
seglect  following  their  early  and  undiscriminating  popa- 
lirity.  The  stethoscope  has  survived  both  these  triib. 
The  microscope  and  the  speculum  are  still,  in  my  opimon, 
contending  with  the  first.  Time  warns  me,  bowerer, 
that  I  must  not  detain  you  longer  from  the  more  m- 
structing  as  well  as  more  necessary  duties  of  the  day. 
I  have  said  sufficient,  at  any  rate,  to  establish  mj 
position,  that,  contrary  to  the  statement  of  interested 
parties,  we  of  the  "  old  school"  are  still  actuated  by 
an  active  and  willing  spirit  of  improvement,  and  I  trust 
that  the  reflections  I  have  engrafted  on  each  of  the 
employed  arguments  for  the  purpose,  may  not  prove 
destitute  of  interest. 
Mr.  W.  MATTBR80I7,  the  Secretary,  then  xesd  tla 

Report  of  the  Council, 

**  Your  Council,  in  presenting  their  Annual  Report, 
would  congratulate  the  Branch  upon  again  revisitiog 
Leeds,  where  so  many  of  its  members  have  always  takea 
an  active  part  in  furthering  its  interests,  and  where  n 
much  has  been  done  in  elevating  the  character  and  rank 
of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Practitionf  r. 

*'The  long  and  much-agitated  question  of  Medical 
Reform,  has  again  been  brought  forward  by  the  Central 
Council  at  Worcester,  who  issued  the  draft  of  a  bill 
for  the  consideration  of  the  different  branches,  and  at 
their  request,  as  the  members  are  aware,  a  special 
meeting  was  held  at  Leeds,  at  which  the  details  of  the 
proposed  Bill  were  fully  cUscussed.  The  meeting  was 
of  opinion  that  the  Bill  represented  the  principla  pre- 
viously entertained  and  advocated  by  the  Braocb,  baft 
that  several  modifications  in  its  details  were  required. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  fblly  upon  the  attentions 
suggested  at  the  meeting,  as  they  have  been  already  laid 
before  the  members  in  the  journal  of  the  AssodatioQ. 
After  receiving  the  different  reports  of  the  varioos 
Branches  the  Central  Council  conferred  with  the  late 
Secretary  of  State,  who  expressed  his  readiness  to 
assist  them,  and  had  fixed  a  day  for  that  purpose,  bnts 
change  of  Administration  rendered  it  impossible  to 
introduce  a  Bill  during  the  present  session. 

''The  Central  Council  have,  however,  issued  an 
amended  Draft,  which  your  Council  eamestlyrecommeod 
for  your  consideration.  Some  of  the  suggestions  adopted 
at  your  special  meeting  have  been  introduced  into  the 
Bill — as  for  instance,  the  appointment  of  the  Medical 
Council  is  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  State,  instesd  of 
the  Apothecaries'  Company.  Another  important  sltsr- 
ation  is,  that  after  the  student  shall  have  passed  all  tbe 
Examinations  appointed  by  the  General  UoeosiQg 
Board,  and  before  taking  advantage  of  his  lioenoQ,  hs- 
shall  obtam  the  diploma  either  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  or  that  of  the  College  of  Surgeons.  Upon 
the  whole,  the  proposed  changes  are  certainly  a  great, 
improvement,  and  since  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and. 
Snigeons  necessarily  exercise  a  considerable  infloeoM 
in  any  changes  that  may  be  made,  it  will  be  most  oob* 
dncive  to  our  interests  to  make  the  best  use  of  the 
the  materials  offered  by  these  two  existing  bodies. 

"  Your  Council  would  also  draw  your  attention  to  Aft 
oontemphited  changes  in  the  Royal  College  of  Pbysioass 
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Tlie  Draft  .of  a  Charter  has  already  been  isaoisd,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  enable  all  physicians,  firom  what- 
ever College  they  may  have  derived  their  diploma,  to 
become  members  of  the  College  which  is  to  be  desigw 
nated  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  England,  and 
of  which  members  will  become  fellows  by  examination 
or  dection. 

"  The  College  of  Surgeons  has  now  receiTed  a  new 
Charter,  identical  with  a  Draft  issoed  last  year,  by 
which,  with  some  other  important  changes,  the  members 
of  the  College  fairly  entitled  to  the  Fellowship  are  to 
receive  it ;  sui^geons  are  to  be  examined  in  midwifery, 
and  provincial  surgeons  may  henceforth  enter  the 
Coundl,  but  have  not  had  conceded  to  them  that 
which  was  held  out  to  us, — the  privilege  of  voting  by 
proxy  at  the  election  of  the  Council ;  an  omission  which 
this  Association  cannot  but  regret.  Imperfect  as  these 
changes  may  be,  still  your  Council  would  view  them  as 
steps  in  the  right  direction,  and  would  hope  that  ere 
long  every  member  of  the  profession  will  enjoy  that 
right  and  protection  to  which  he  is  justly  entitled. 

The  Council  would  suggest  to  the  meeting  the  pro- 
priety of  the  expression  of  its  general  accordance  with  the 
admirable  resolutions  adopted  at  the  Brighton  meeting 
ibr  the  suppression  of  quackery,  and  its  condemnation 
of  those  medical  practitioners  who  pander  to  the  popular 
delusions  of  the  day. 

"  Your  Council  have  pleasure  in  informing  you  that 
the  Branch  has  increased  in  the  number  of  its  members, 
which  now  amount  to  127 ;  and  in  resigning  their  trust 
would  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  a  fuller  attend- 
ance at  its  meetings,  as  nothing  could  more  seriously 
impair  its  interests  than  the  diminution  of  spirit  con- 
fleguent  upon  the  falling  off  in  the  number  of  members 
attending  its  annual  reunions,  assured  as  it  is  that 
occasional  exchanges  of  hospitalities,  no  less  than 
interchanges  of  professional  Vnowlege,  tend  to  increase 
our  sympathies  for  each  other,  and  make  us  more 
useful  to  our  fellow-creatures.  In  explanation  of  the 
deficiency  of  attendance  it  has  been  suggested  that  the 
time  of  meeting  hitherto  adopted  interferes  with  the 
meeting  of  the  parent  Association  and  other  kindred 
institutions.  It  will,  therefore,  be  proposed  that  in 
fdtoxe  we  shall  hold  our  Anniversary  during  the  first 
fortnight  in  May,  which  period  we  hope  will  be  more 
convenient,  and  thereby  secure  a  better  attendance." 

The  foHomring  reaolutions  were  then  unanimously 
adopted: — 

Moved  by  Dr.  Hiatok,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hobmbt, — 
*'  That  the  Report  of  the  Council  just  read  be  received 
and  adopted." 

Moved  by  Dr.  P.  Suith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hkmino- 
WAT, — '*  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  the 
Branch  Council  for  185^-53 :— Mr.  J.  Allen,  H.  S. 
Belcombe,  M.D.,  Mr.  B.  Dodsworth,  Mr.  R.  Hey, 
T.  Simpson,  M.D.,  Mr.  C.  WilUams,  Mr.  W.  D. 
Bnaband,  Mr.  W.  Matterson,  York;  C.  Chadwick, 
M.D.,  Mr.  G.  F.  Garlick,  Mr.  W.  Hey,  Mr.  T.  P. 
Teale,  Mr.  T.  Nunneley,  Mr.  S.  Smith,  Leeds;  F. 
Branson,  M.D.«  Mr.  H.  Jackson,  M.  De  Bartolom^, 
Mr.  W.  Jackson,  Mr.  G.  Turton,  Mr.  G.  Reedal, 
Sheffield;  T.  Sandwith,  M.D.,  Beveriey;  H.  Y. 
Wbytehead,  M.D.,  Craike;  Mr.  J.  Ness,  Helmsley." 

Moved  by  Mr.  S.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Garlick, 
— "  That  Mr.  W.  Matterson  be.  reappointed  Secretary." 

Moved  by  Mr.  T.  P.  Tbale,    seconded  by  Mr. 


pRiotf, — "That  the  meeting  of  the  Branch  for  1853  be 
held  at  York,  and  that  R.  Hey,  Esq.,  be  the  President- 
Elect." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Garlick,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  S. 
Smith, — "That  in  future  the  time  of  meeting  be.  during 
the  first  fortnight  in  May.'' 

Moved  by  Mr.  Nunnelvt,  seconded  by  Mr.  S. 
Hsy,  "  That  this  meeting  desires  to  express  its  general 
accordance  with  the  admirable  resolutions  adopted  at 
the  Brighton  meeting  for  the  suppression  of  quackery, 
and  its  condemnation  of  the  conduct  of  those  medical 
practitioners  who  pander  to  the  popular  delusions  of  the 
day." 

The  following  communications  were  then  presented 
to  the  meeting : — 

**  Cases  of  Chronic  Affections  of  the  Stomach, 
accompanied  with  Vomited  Matters  in  which  SardnsB 
were  Detected,"  by  T.  P.  Teale,  Esq.  Illustrated  by 
drawings  and  the  microscope. 

'*  On  the  Foramen  Centrale  of  the  Retina,  &o./' 
by  T.  Nunneley,  Esq.     Illustrated  by  drawings. 

"  On  Tnuiheotomy,"  by  Samuel  Hey,  Esq. 

This  concluded  the  business  of  the  meeting.  Thanks 
to  the  President  for  his  conduct  in  the  chair  were  pro- 
posed and  seconded,  and  canned  unanimously. 

The  members  then  adjourned  to  the  White  Horse 
Hotel,  where  a  most  excellent  dinner  was  provided  and 
a  pleasant  evening  spent,  under  the  able  Presidency  Qf 
Dr.  Chadwick. 


NOBTH  WALES  BEANCH. 

T^B  annual  meeting  of  the  North  Walks  Branch 
of  the  Provincial  Mbdical  and  Surgical  Asso- 
ciation took  place  on  the  15th  ultimo,  at  the  National 
School,  Conway.  There  were  present— Dr.  E.  Uuohks, 
of  Mold,  President;  Dr.  Edwards,  Benarth;  Dr.  O. 
Roberts,  St.  Asaph ;  Mr.  H.  Williams,  Llansaintffraid  j 
Mr.  H.  A.  Roberts,  Penrhyn  Hospital;  Mr.  John 
Llo}d,  Mr.  D.  K.  Jones,  Langefni;  Mr.  D.  Hughes, 
Bangor;  Mr.  J.  W.  Pring,  Llandudno;  Mr.  G.  T. 
Jones, Denbigh;  Mr.  Owen,  Abergele;  Mr.  Salusbury, 
Conway ;  and  Dr.  Hughes,  Rhyl. 

Letters  were  received  from  Dr.  Cumming,  Dr. 
Edward  Williams,  Mr.  H.  Williams,  of  Llanrwst,  &C.9 
&c.,  regretting  their  inability  to  attend  the  meeting 
frqm  urgent  professional  engagements. 

^he  Prbsidxnt  said  he  was  sorry  that  they  were 
deprived  of  the  services  of  the  retiring  President,  Dr. 
Lloyd  Williams,  and  was  sure  that  they  would  all  join 
with  him  in  sincere  regret  that  ilLiess  was  the  cause  of 
his  absence.  They  were  also  deprived  of  the  pleasure 
of  offering  their  thanks  to  him  for  the  very  able  and 
courteous  manner  in  which  he  had  presided  at  their  last 
meeting.  Might  he  soon  be  able  to  resume  the  duties 
of  the  profession  in  which  for  years  he  had  served  so 
eminently,  and  with  such  distinguished  success.  He 
knew  this* was  the  sincere  and  earnest  wish  of  all  who 
had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance,  and  of  none  more  so 
than  of  those  amongst  them  who  were  wont  to  recognise 
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liis  ▼•loable  senrioes  in  consultation.  Would  he  permit 
bim  to  thank  them  for  the  honour  which  they  had 
oonferred  upon  him  in  electing  him  President,  and 
allow  him  to  assure  them  that  it  was  ever  his  most 
amioos  desire  and  endfavonr  to  promote  the  honour  of 
the  profession,  and  further  harmonj  and  good  feeling 
amongst  its  members.  Such  were  some  of  the  avowed 
puiposes  for  which  this  Association  had  been  established. 
Its  other  objects  were  so  well  known,  that  by  recapitu- 
lating them  he  should  only  be  repeating  an  oft-told  and 
well-remembered  tale.  He  would  detain  them  but  a 
short  time  while  he  briefly  referred  to  those  subjects 
which liad  specially  engaged  the  attention  of  the  medical 
profession  since  their  last  meeting.  The  prospect  of 
Medical  Reform,  blighted  by  the  adverse  opinions  as'  to 
its  attainment  which  had  confounded  and  set  at  naught 
the  good  intentions  of  Sir  George  Grey,  in  1850,  had 
again  been  revived,  under  the  auspices  of  a  Committee 
of  their  own  Association.  The  proposed  measure  had 
been  for  some  time  made  public  i  it  had  received  great 
consideration,  both  from  their  own  and  other  medical 
associations^  and  they  were  unanimous  in  recording 
their  opinions  that  it  was  the  best  which  had  been 
submitted  to  them.  At  the  coming  anniversary  at 
Oxford  the  Bill  would  be  further  discussed,  and  every 
means  taken  to  forward  it.  The  medical  corporations 
bad  held  silence  so  far  on  the  matter,  but  it  was  to  be 
feared  that  this  was  merely  the  precursor  of  a  storm. 
It  was  hard  to  imagine  how  the  medical  colleges  would 
allow  duties  to  be  thrust  upon  them,  which  it  had  long 
been  in  their  power  to  have  undertaken.  The  Apothe- 
caries' Company,  too,  would  not  williogly  resign  func- 
tions which  they  bad  so  long  exercised,  unless  they 
were  asdured  that  the  charge  passed  into  equally  efficient 
hands;  however,  they  could  only  wish  the  measure 
good  luck,  and  that  these  opposing  parties,  if  they 
shauid  turn  out  to  be  opponents,  would  be  propitiated, 
and  the  Bill  carried.  While  these  matters  were  exciting 
the  anxious  interest  of  the  profession,  it  was  a  great 
necessity  that  they  should  repudiate  all  connection  with 
those  members  who  deserted  the  truths  of  science  for 
the  mummeries  of  mesmerism,  and  the  charlatanisms  of 
homoeopathy  and  hydropathy.  He  believed  it  would 
he  found  that  of  these,  those  who  practised  what  was 
called  homoeopathy  set  forth  the  lofUest  pretensions, 
and  broached  the  greatest  absurdities.  Nobles  and 
divines,  good,  and  perhaps  in  other  matters  learned 
men,  but  whoee  knowledge  of  medicine  appeared  to  be 
wonderfully  akin  to  the  skill  of  Falstaff's  honour  in 
surgery,  had  claimed  for  their  imaginary  doses  super- 
human perfection,  and  enforced  their  arguments  in 
language  as  visionary  as  the  principles  they  vindicated. 
How  truly  did  this  illustrate  the  remark  of  a  lately- 
deceased  physician:^" Talk  of  the  gullibility  of  the 
lower  orders  of  society,  when  listening  to  the  harangues 
of  political  quacks!  Their  credulity  is  not  half  ^q 
great  as  that  of  their  superiors,  when  swallowing  the 
matchless  absurdities  of  the  most  unprincipled  char- 
latans," He  trusted,  however,  that  in  no  part  of  the 
day's  proceedfaigs  they  should  be  more  unanUaous  dun 
in  recording  their  opinions  of  the  "•^^tfft  abiurditiet 


of  homoeopathy.  He  then  wished  to  draw  their  sttentieik 
to  a  leading  article  in  the  last  number  of  the  Jimntt 
relative  to  a  proposed  notice  of  motion  given  by  Dr. 
Cowan,  of  Reading,  to  the  effect  that  the  /onhm^ 
should  be  hereafter  printed  and  published  in  Londoo, 
and  issued  onoe  a  week.  The  editor  spoke  of  this  si  a 
great  alteration,  and  invited  all  the  membeis  of  the 
difieient  Branches  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Saigical 
Aasociation  to  duly  consider  the  matter  before  coming 
to  any  determination.  If  any  of  theni  thought  proper, 
it  was  quite  possible  for  them  to  entertain  the  sobject 
at  their  present  meeting,  and  if  they  chose,  to  depute 
one  of  their  members  to  attend  the  Oxford  annivensiy^ 
shortly  to  be  held,  and  there  express  their  own  ikm§^ 
He  would  now  no  longer  detain  them  from  the  man 
important  business  of  the  meeting. 

The  annual  report  was  then  read  by  Mr.  D.  K.  Joms, 
Llangefni,  one  of  the  Secietaries,  as  follows  :<— 

"The  Report  of  the  aflairs  of  the  *North.WsIci 
Branch '  may  be  briefly  noticed.  This  Society  is  stesdily 
advancing  in  the  good  opinion  and  support  of  tiie 
madioal  profession  of  the  principality,  and  some  nev 
members  have  been  a4ded  to  our  ranks  since  our  hist 
meeting.  When  we  view  the  principles  upon  whidi 
our  noble  Institution  is  founded,  and  dwell  upon  die 
many  advantages  it  affords,  it  gives  as  hope  that  en 
long  many  mora  will  enrol  themselves  under  its  baanv. 

**  The  sUte  of  the  funds  of  thjs  Society  is— «i  it 
always  must  be — ^an  important  feature  in  the  transacdoa 
of  business.  The  expenses  incurred  in  its  estahliak- 
ment,  and  in  conducting  its  proceedings  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  have  been  defrayed  by  the  usual  allowance  of 
one-seventh  part  of  the  guinea  paid  by  each  snbaeribar- 
during  the  first  year,  which  was  sanctioned  by  the 
Council  of  the  Parent  Aasociation,  and  by  the  kind  sod 
liberal  donationa  received  from  many  of  the  memben. 
The  balance  in  the  Treasurer's  hands  is  12s.  Id.,  a  lOfli 
inadequate  to  meet  the  demands." 

Dr.  Edwards  proposed,  and  Mr.  Wiixuicb  n- 
oonded  the  adoption  of  the  report.    Agreed  to. 

Dr.  RoBBRTS  proposed—- 

"  That  Dr.  Peter  WUliams,  of  Holywell,  be  Preaident- 
Elect  for  1853,  and  that  Holywell  be  the  place  of  next 
anniversary." 

Mr.  Owaw,  of  Abergele,  seconded  the  resobtioo, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  6.  T.  JoNBS,  of  Denbigh,  moved,  seconded  by 
by  Mr.  D.  Hughes,  of  Bangor, — 

"  That  Dr.'  E.  Williams,  of  Wrexham,  Mr.  D.  Keat 
Jones,  of  Llangefni,  Honorary  Secretaries,  and  Mr.  J. 
Uoyd,  ct  Llangefni,  Treasurer,  be  re-elected;  and  dist 
the  following  gentlemen  be  named  for  the  Distrirt 
Council  fbr  the  next  year:— Mr.  T.  T.  Qriflltfa,  Wm* 
ham ;  Dr.  Roberts,  St  Asaph ;  Dr.  J.  Roberts,  Baofor; 
Mr.  W.  P.  Jones,  Holywell;  Dr.  Edwards,  Bensith; 
and  Mr.  Hamilton  A.  Roberts,  Brynmeorig,  Bangor." 

Mr.  Hamilton  RonnTS  proposed— 

**  That  the  members  of  the  '  North  Wales  Branch  of 
the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  AssodstioB,' 
assembled  at^  their  annual  meeting  in  Conway,  bsfing 
taken  into  consideration  the  *  Amended  Dnik  BUI  of 
Medical  Reform,'  as  put  forth,  and  adopted  by  the 
Council  of  the  Paient  Association,  do  (with  the  exoepflon 
of  the  35th  clause)  approve  of  the  measure  as  one  bkn* 
eminently  calculated  to  heal  the  distracted  stats  of  tte 
profession  than  any  that  has  been  hitherto  proposed." 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr,  b.  Kuit  JoMfh 
and  vnanimoiisly  passed. 
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Dr.  Roberts,  of  St.  Asaph,  moved — 

**  That  thii  meeting  considers  that  it  is  imperatively 
necessary  that  '  chemists  and  druggists'  should  be  pro- 
hibited from  pursuing  counter  practice,  and  visiting 
the  sick  and  preaeribing  for  them ;  that  it  is  an  anomaly 
vrhich  should  be  immediately  and  eifectually  put  a  stop 
to  by  a  Legislative  enactment ;  and  that  with  this  view, 
s  more  stringent  clause  be  inserted  in  the  "  Amended 
Draft  Bill  of  Medical  Reform,"  than  the  one  which  is 
altiided  to  therein." 

Mr.  6.  T.  Jones,  of  Denbigh,  seconded  the  reso- 
lution, which  waff  adopted. 

Mr.  J.  Lloyd,  of  Llangefni,  moved— 

,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  the 
doctrines  of  'Homoeopathy'  are  based  upon  .most 
erroneous  and  false  data,  and  are  propsgated  through 
Ignorance  aild  imposture.  That  the  system  of  homoeo- 
pathy is  prejudicial  to  the  cause  of  science,  and  danger- 
ous to  the  public  health ;  and  that  this  meeting,  there- 
fore, considers  that  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  all 
regnlariy-qnalified  members  of  the  medical  profession, 
on  no  account^  directly,  or  indirectly,  to  meet  htmuBO' 
patMe  or  other  irregular  practitioners  in  consultation." 

The  FssstDBirr  had  already  referred  to  this  snfajeet^ 
«nd  to  hu  remarks  he  had  little  to  add.  With  reference 
to  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution,  however,  he  had  an 
observatioD  to  make.  Besides  homoeopathists  it  spoke  of 
other  hrregnlar  practitioners.  He  thought  tiie  terms  of 
the  resolntion  were  such  as  seemed  to  fnclade  in  its 
strictures  a  class  of  members  of  the  profession  who  had 
commenced  practioe  before  the  passing  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Act.  A  few  years  ago  in  Liverpool  there  had 
l)een  only  one  medical  practitioner  who  was  both  a 
member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  and  a  Licentiate 
of  Apothecaries'  Hall.  Since  then  the  advancement  of 
the  sdeooe  had  been  very  rapid ;  and  there  were  still 
many  medical  men  jvhose  only  legal  titie  to  practise 
consisted  in  their  having  been  members  of  the  profes- 
inon  before  the  passing  of  the  Act.  [Hie  President 
here  explained  that  the  resolution  was  not  intended  to 
hsEve  any  reference  at  all  to  these  parties.]  With 
respect  to  homoeopathy,  he  could  not  help  making  a 
few  observations.  He  most  heartily  concmred  in  the 
remarks  of  the  President  on  a  system  so  utterly  absurd. 
"%%  was  as  much  opposed  to  logic  as  it  was  to  medical 
,  and  equally  belied  the  conclusions  of  ordinary 
as  it  did  the  universal  results  of  professional 
experience.  Ho  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  formed 
a  part  of  an  attempt  to  begin  to  oppose  the  great  and 
true  doctrines  of  philosophy,  on  many  points — matters 
connected  with  general  science,  as  well  as  those  specially 
relating  to  medicine.  Even  those  scientific  facts  which 
had  been  demonstrated  by  Newton  had  been  called  in 
^estion.  It  was  evident  that  parties  figuring  as 
patrons,  who  strongly  recommended  homoeopathy,  were 
endeavouring  to  oppose  and  controvert  the  very  best 
established  doctrines  of  philosophy.  It  behoved  them 
an,  as  members  of  that  Association,  to  set  their  hoeg 
not  only  against  the  innovations  and  ridiculous  preten- 
eions  of  homoeopathists,  but  against  a  set  of  men  who 
had  made  up  their  minds  to  oppose  everything  great  in 
science  and  philosophy. 

Dr.  Hughes,  of  Rhyl,  seconded  the  resolution. 


Dr.  Edwards  said  he  begged  to  be  allowed  to  make 
one  or  two  observations  on  the  subject  which  was  befofe 
them ;  bnt  after  the  able  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
alluded  to  by  the  President  and  the  mover  of  the 
resolution,  he  would  not  long  occupy  their  time.  He 
did  feel  strongly  on  the  subject  of  the  mockeries  and 
delusions  of  the  day.  He  felt  that  it  was  a  melancholy 
reflection  that  in  the  age  in  which  they  Hved  these 
'  doctrines  should  have  obtained  credit  so  extensively  as 
they  had.  He  did  feel  that  it  was  one  of  the  most 
melancholy  views  which  the  present  aspect  of  society 
presented ;  and  hoped  and  trusted  tiiat  all  of  them 
would  be  determined  to  hold  no  intercourse  whatever 
with  those  backsliding  members  of  the  profession; 
they  were  members  of  their  body  certainly,  but  they 
had  gone  out  from  them.  If  they  were  to  countenance 
these  men,  either  by  meeting  them  in  consultation,  or 
in  any  other  way,  it  would  be  wrong.  Even  if  they 
were  called  in  to  assist  in  any  case,  they  should  rather 
decline  all  interference,  unless  the  case  was  given  np 
wholly  to  their  management.  It  was  in  this  way— by 
meeting  these  men  in  consultation— that  the  error  had 
already  spread  so  widely.  It  had  been  by  theur  own 
lukewarmness,  and  their  continued  friendship  and  inter- 
course with  the  men  who  had  embraced  these  fallaciesy 
that  the  doctrine  had  obtained  the  standing  which  it 
had.  They  ought  to  have  cast  them  off  at  once,  and 
disclaimed  all  connection  with  them,  as  the  physicians 
of  Edinburgh  had  done,  and  in  doing  so  set  them  a 
right  example.  He  felt  that  it  was  impossible  for  any 
one  of  them  to  meet  homoeopathists  in  consultation 
without  tarnishing  their  individual  character,  and  casting 
an  odium  on  the  prof^ion.  He  watr  very  glad  that 
the  subject  had  been  brought  before  them,  and  felt 
that  they  should  be  only  doing  their  duty  in  decisively 
recording  their  adverse  opinion. 

Mr.  H.  A.  RonnnTS  said  he  very  strongly  coincided 
with  the  remarks  which  had  been  made  on  homoeopathy 
and  other  similar  delusions.  He  thought  that  great 
blame  attached  to  their  own  medical  institutions  for 
not  more  prompfly  and  decisively  publishing  their 
estimate  of  them.  Abroad,  when  any  new  doctrine 
was  broached,  there  was  always  a  public  and  authorised 
inquiry  made  as  to  its  intrinsic  merits.  In  such  cases 
the  Institute  of  France  always  appointed  a  property 
qualified  body  of  men  as  a  commission  of  inquiiy. 
The  new  professor  had  a  certain  number  of  patients  in 
the  hospital  placed  under  his  'charge,  and  these  men 
watched  his  operations  upon  them,  and  their  effedt. 
Such  had  been  the  case  with  homoeopathy  and  other 
things,  and  the  consequence  was,  that  after  an  inquiry 
of  this  sort,  and  an  adverse  report,  the  system  has  died 
away  there,  and  taken  refuge  In  England,  where  but 
too  many  other  delusive  doctrines  found  afield  of  action. 

Dr.  Edwaeds  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  tiie 
retiring  President,  with  sincere  regret  for  the  cause  of 
his  absence. — Passed  unanimously. 

ThepRESiOKNT  said*they  had  now  completed  their 
preliminary  business,  and  should  be  glad  to  hear  any 
papers  or  statements  relating  to  medical  science  Whi6h 
any  of  them  might  be  disposed  to  give. 
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Mr.  H.  A.  RoBiRTS  wid,  that  before  proceeding 
tether  he  wished  to  ask — Waa  it  the  general  wish  of 
the  meeting  that  anj  medical  or  sargical  papers  which 
might  be  read,  or  cases  .which  might  be  brought 
forward,  shoold  Und  publicity  in  the  local  papers  ?  He 
certainly  thought  that  discossions  on  pmrely  medical 
and  snigical  topics  should  not  go  beyond  themselves. 

Mr.  Llotd  said  he  was  at  a  meeting  of  the  Fsrsnt 
Association  held  two  or  three  years  ago  at  Derby,  and 
tiieir  idea  was  that  a  slight  sketch  of  the  proceedings 
was  not  at  all  inappropriate.  It  appeared  to  htm 
that  they  considered  that  these  meetings  were  intended 
to  interest  the  public  generally  in  the  profession,  and 
'  that  that  was  a  proper  mode  of  doing  so.  He  did  not 
think  there  was  any  great  danger  of  unfit  details  being 
published,  and  as  to  a  slight;  sketch  he  thought  there 
could  be  no  objection  to  such  being  given. 

Dr.  Edwa&ds  said  there  were  so  many  ol»jections, 
and  those  insuperable  ones,  to  medical  reports  being 
published  in  the  provincial  newspapers,  that  he  tho^ght 
they  should  at  once  determine  not  to  allow  it  to  be 
done.  It  more  became  them  that  these  matters  should 
remain  with  the  profession.  . 

The  subject  then  dropped  for  the  time,  and 

Dr.  Edwards  originated  a  discussion  on  that  portion 
of  the  President's  Address  relating  to  the  proposal  of 
Pr.  CclWan,  of  Reading.  He  ststed  in  his  notice  of  motion 
"that  the  Journal  be  published  weekly  instead  of 
fortnightly,  and  henceforth  be  edited,  printed,  and  pub- 
lished in  London."  As  a  very  old  member  of  the 
Parent  Association  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  feeling 
the  pulse,  as  he  might  say,  of  the  members  generally 
with  regard  to  the  position  of  the  Association.  He 
could  not  but  look  at  it  in  prospective  as  well  as  in  its 
present  state.  Their  great  anxiety  should  be  to  extend 
their  boundaries.  He  felt  bound  to  state  what  he 
knew  to  be  the  very  general  feeling  of  the  members, 
•ad  also  his  own  individual  feeling  ou  this  matter, — it 
was,  that  they  ought  to  have  a  journal,  an  organ  of  the 
Association,  more  worthy  of  them  than  they  now  had. 
Without  at  all  disparaging  the  efforts  of  their  friend  at 
Worcester,  no  gentleman  in  the  provinces  oould  give 
that  journal  tiie  value  and  position  which  it  ongh^  to 
have  as  the  organ  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Association.  He  did  know  that  the  character  of 
the  Jounud  had,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  damaging  effect 
upon  them.  He  did  not  say  that  it  was  not  what  it 
could  be  as  long  as  it  was  issued  in  Worcester,  but  it 
was  not  what  it  ought  to  be  as  their  recognised  organ. 
.  He  thought  it  only  fidr  that  the  editorial  notice  of  Dr. 
Cowan's  intended  motion  should  be  read  at  that  meeting, 
as  they  were  invited  duly  to  consider  the  proposed 
atterations.  [The  speaker  then  read  the  leading  article 
.Id  the  Journal  which  referred  to  this  matter.  In  this 
the  Editor  maintained  the  advisability  of  allowing  the 
albirs  of  the  Journal  to  remain  in  their  present  state, 
rather  than  attempt  any  alteration.]  He  must  say  thi^ 
he  could  not  see  any  weight  of  argument  in  this  artid^. 
There  was  a  free  admission  that  the  change  would  he 
for  the  better,  and  the  only  ^ueatkm  tiie  Editor  uiged 
was,  whether  flie  ftmds  of  the  Association  oould  afford 


to  remove  the  Journal  to  London,  snd  bring  it  oat 
weekly  instead  of  fortnightly.  Now,  when  he  maiB- 
tained  the  propriety  of  these  alterations,  he  cast  no 
reflection  whatever  upon  the  g^itlemen  who  nov  had 
the  management  of  the  Journal.  It  was  all  tint  it 
could  be  in  their  hands,  but  at  the  same  time  not  that 
powerful  organ  of  the  Association  which  wu  to  he 
desired. 

Dr.  O.  EoBUTS,  St.  Asaph,  said  he  £dt  a  gieit 
objection  to  removing  the  Journal  from  Woroester. 
The  fault  of  its  not  being  so  efficient  an  organ  at  it 
ought  to  be  was  not  at  Woroester,  but  with  themselTCi. 
^They  were  the  parties  to  bUune.  The  Journal  was 
publidhed  for  the  purpose  of  affording  an  opportanify 
to-  the  members  of  the  Assobiation  of  recoiding  thdr 
experience  in  general  practice,  and  if  that  c^portaniljr 
were  not  taken  advantage  of,  the  members  themselfw 
were  at  fault  If  the  Journal  was  moved  to  Loodoo, 
it  would  no  longer  have  the  character  of  a  provindil 
journal,  but  become  a  second  or  Ihird-rate  London 
joumaL  * 

Dr.  Edwaeds  said  the  Journal  was  first  Msoed  ia 
London,  and  the  leading  articles  sent  up  from  Woroertv. 
He  was  far  from  wishing  to  destroy  the  provincial  ohsr- 
acter  of  the  Journal,  but  he  thought  that  that  wosld 
not  be  at  all  lessened  by  its  being  published  in  Loadoa. 
He  should  not  have  said  a  word  upon  the  subject,  bst 
he  did  know  the  effect  which  the  Journal  now  had  vpoa 
them,  and  the  general  opinion  with  regStd  to  it.  He 
felt  extremely  interested  in  the  efficteocy  and  pngnm 
of  the  Asaodation,  and  he  thought  nothing  wouU  tend 
more  to  prdmote  this  than  the  proposed  chsnge  in  the 
publication  of  their  organ. 

The  Pbksidrnt  said  he  was  glad  they  hsppened  to 
differ,  on  the  subject,  as  then  the  ai^guments  on  both 
sides  would  probably  be  brought  forward.  Whstsfer 
might  be  the  opinion  as  to  the  desirability  of  renofisg 
the  Journal  from  its  present  place  of  publication,  and 
issuing  it  oftener,  there  was  a  vecy  general  costpbist 
that  it  was  not  what  it  ought  to  be.  The  disooisioasf 
this  matter  at  the  general  meeting  would,  he  hoped, 
result  in  improvement  one  way  or  other.  At  any  nto 
the  present  notiee  at  Worcester  would  have  the  effisct 
of  making  them  do  their  best  there. 

Mr.  Lloyd  said,  unless  there  wss  some  disnoe  of 
improving  the  Journal  by  the  alteration  of  its  plMS 
and  time  of  publication,  he  felt  strongly  indioed  to 
allow  it  to  remain  as  at  present.  He  thought  the  re- 
moval to  London  would  -tie  altering  the  character  of 
the  Journal  and  making  it  a  metropolitan  instead  of  a 
a  provinci^  publication;  though  if  they  diose  di^ 
might  certainly  alter  its  tiae  at  the  same  time,  snd  cell 
it  the  Jjondon  and  ProvmcUtt  Journal. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Roberts  said,  as  to  altering  the  title  of  the 
Journal^  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  tiiat,  ss  the 
removal  to  London  would  not  affect  its  character  es  a 
provincial  journal  in  the  least.  It  might  be  printed  at 
London  or  Worcester,  or  any  where  dee,  sod  itill 
be  a  provmcial  journal— the  organ  of  the  ftoriaeiil 


The  snl^jsct  then  drbpped. 
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Tlie  meeting  tlieo  proceeded  to  the  discossion  of 
professional  topics,  the  reedinf  of  eases,  &o«y  and  was 
BO  occapied  the  reniainder  of  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Robert  Jones,  of  Camarron,  sent  a  preparation 
of  *'  Intossnsceptio"  for  the  meeting.  It  was  taken 
from  a  man  who  was  attacked  with  severe- pain  In  the 
abdomen  after  having  taken  a  doso  of  Pnlv.  Rhei, 
which  operated  inefficientlj,  and  from  which  time  he 
had  no  alvine  evacoation.  He  lived  for  about  ten  days, 
having  had  stercoraceons  vomiting  for  many  days.  The 
lower  part  of  the  ileum  was  invaginated  into  the  caput 
coll.  There  was  considerable  inflammation  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  ileum,  for  about  six  inches  of  its 
length,  but  none  elsewhere.  The  man  had  been 
leeched  and  had  takeo  a  considerabk  quantity  of 
calomel  and  opium. 

Mr.  Hamilton  A.  Roberts  reiA  a  *'  Case  of  severe 
Injury  of  the  Elbow-Joint,  where  portions  of  Humerus 
•nd  Radius  were  divided  by  a  large  Ghaffjcnttiag 
Bngine."  The  patient  was  a  lad  about  17,  and  the 
case  was  soooessfolly  treated  without  aaorputation.  The 
bones  were  shown  to  the  meeting  and  handed  round  for 
inspection.  Further  particulars  of  this  interesting  case 
will  be  found  in  the  Lancet  for  January  27th,  1849. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Llangefhi,  communicated  a  **  Case  of 
Purpura." 

Dr.  Hughes,  of  Rhyl,  also  related  H  "Case  of 
Purpura." 

Dr.  Edwards,  of  Benarth,  moved  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  worthy  President  for  his  very  Excellent  address 
and  conduct  in  the  chair,  which  was  carried  with 
acclamation. 

At  five  o'clock  the  members  of  the  Association 
adjourned  to  the  Castle  Hotel,  to  partake  of 

THB  DIKITBB 
whidi  had  been  there  provided  for  them.  Here  they 
Were  joined  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan,  Vicar  of  Conway ; 
Dr.  John  Roberts  of  Bangor;  and  Mr.  Jones  of  Car- 
narvon. Dr.  Hughes,  of  Mold,  President;  Mr.  D. 
'Kent  Jones,  Llangefni,  Vice-President.  The  repast 
was  everything  that  could  be  deeilred  and  was  done 
ample  justice  to  by  the  guests. 

On  the  removal  of  the  cloth, — "The  Queen,"  and 
*'  Prince  Albert  and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family"  were 
proposed  from  the  chair. 

The  PasaiosNT  then  gaifet"  "  The  Bishop  and  Clergy 
of  the  Diocese,"  connecting  with  the  toast  the  name 
of  their  guest,  the  Vicar  of  Conway.  Their  respective 
inofessions  were  frequently  associated,  and  no  cla^j  of 
men  could  bear  highes  tiptimony  to  the  zeal,  assiduity, 
and  foarlessness  the  deigy  evmoed  in  the  performance 
of  their  various  duties  than  the  medical  profession.  He 
begged  also  at  the  same  time  to  thank  Mr.  Morgaa 
Ibr  the  use  of  the  National  School,  and  he  wished  th^ 
could  have  filled  it  better. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  MoaoAK  said,  they— the  medical  pro- 

'  fession  and  clergymen,  were  frequently  called  upon  to 

meet  on  sad  and  solemn  occasions,  and  dierefora  he 

VHM  all  the  note  gratified  to  jdnthem  on  this  pleasant 


occasion-~a  meeting,  allow  him  to  say»  not  only  for 
social  and  convivial  enjoyment,  much  as  they  might 
delight  to  attend,  but  productive  of  permanently  bene- 
ficial consequences;  inasmuch  as  by  holding  friendly 
intercourse  with  one  another  on  matters  connected  with 
their  profession,  and  frankly  conversing  together,  they 
not  only  advanced  the  progress  of  medical  science,  but 
in  the  same  degree  in  which  they  did  that,  contributed 
to  diminish  the  amount  of  pain  and  sufTeriDg  around 
them.  Perh^  they  would  allow  him  to  observe  that 
there  was  only  one  doud  which  cast  a  shadow  over  that 
meeting.  In  saying  this  they  would  at  once  anticipate 
that  be  referred  to  the  absence  of  their  retiring  Presi- 
dent and  Mr.  Hope  Jones,  a  very  respectable  practitioner, 
he  need  not  say,  but  also  well  known  for  his  habits  of 
the  greatest  benevolence  and  highest  moral  worth, 
always  the  first  to  suggest,  and  the  most  active  to  carry 
out  any  measure  for  the  physical  and  moral  improve- 
ment of  the  neighbonihood  in  which  he  lived.  The 
loss  to  him  of  Mr.  Jones's  co«operation  was  great  at 
the  present  time.  Might  it  please  God— whom  he  did> 
liot  hesitate  to  name  in  that  assembly— to  bless  and 
rewarj  htm  for  his  efforts.  And  now  he  meet  heartiljr 
thanked  them,  in  the  name  of  the  bishop  and  clergy, 
and  begged  to  drink  the  health  and  prosperity  of  them 
all.  They  were  frequently  called  upon  to  meet  in  the 
exercise  of  their  several  duties,  and  none  could  M>  well 
appreciate  the  advantage  of  co-operatiog  with  good 
professional  men,  as  clergymen.  He  considered  that 
their  profession  and  his  own  were  inseparably  connected. 
It  was  too  often  their  lot  to  meet  in  cases  which  were 
more  fitted  to  the  care  of  a  medUcal  man  than  of  a 
clergyman,  and  which  the  latter  was  not  called  upon  to 
attend  through  any  appreciation  on  the  part  of  the 
sufferer  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  religion  cases 
which  were  much  better  suited  to  the  physician  of  the 
bodv,  than  to  the  physician  of  the  soul.  He  begged 
to  ^rink  to  their  very  good  healths,  an<;  that  they  aU 
might  experience  that  solid  satisfaction  which  only  a 
faithful  discharge  of  their  duties  would  carry  home  to 
their  hearts 

The  PaBBiDBNT  said,  having  now  disposed  of  the 
toasts,  which  on  all  fjestire  occasions  they  delighted  to 
honour,  he  came  to  that  which  more  immediatdy 
applied  to  the  events  of  the  day.  Twenty  years  ago  the 
founder  of  their  institution  and  about  twenty  other  gen- 
tlemen met  at  Worcester,  to  try  to  connect  in  one  bond 
of  union  the  disjointed  members  of  the  medical  profession 
scattered  throughout  the  provinces,  and  give  them  that 
influence  to  which  singly  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
attain.  It  was  a  matter  of  great  congratulation  that  an 
association  of  so  much  consequence  had  been  formed,— • 
one  which  had  offered  to  legislate  on  one  of  the  most 
difficult  matters  connected  with  the  profession,  namely* 
Medical  Reform,  and  in  which  every  important  and 
useful  measure  had  hitherto  fUled,  through  the  diffnrent 
views  of  professors.  This  was  the  case  in  1850.  He 
begged  to  give  '« Snooees  to  the  Provincial  Medical 
and  Surgical  AModation,"  and  to  couple  with  the  toast 
the  name  of  its  distmgoished  founder,  "Sir  Charles 
Hastings,  with  every  good  widi  that  he  may  Uve  long 
•  to  e^joy  the  titte  coafeRcd  on  him  by  Royalty,  the 
honours  wUdi  learned  men  wero  about  to  bestow  upon 
him,  ndiHwit  he  doubted  not,  would  be  tcwsaced  by 
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him  more  than  either,  the  high  eiteem  in  which  he  wms 
held  hy  his  professional  brethren." 

The  PnssiDBMT  said  he  had  now  to  iiropose  a  tMst 
which  was  particularly  interesting  to  themsrives,  and 
was  in  fiict  their  own  healehd, — *'  Sneoess  to  the  North 
Wales  Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Soigical 
Association."  He  only  wished  he  coald  congratalate 
them  on  A  better  attendance ;  but  they  all  knew  that 
medical  men  were  often  called  upon  to  fulfil  duties  of 
which  they  could  ha^e  no  preyioos  intimation,  and 
which  imperatively  demanded  their  immediate  attention. 
And  he  was  sure  there  were  some  friends  absent  to-day 
whom  it  would  have  taken  a  great  deal  to  keep  away, 
«nd  therefore  they  must  not  look  upon  that  paucity  of 
their  number  as  any  indication  of  the  decline  of  the 
Association.  This  Association  had  already  been  pro- 
ductive of  great  good,  as  it  had  brought  its  members 
into  more  courteous  and  familiar  interoonrBe  than  would 
otherwise  have  subsisted  between  them.  He  had  gtsat 
pleasure  in  welcoming  the  new  members  which  had 
joined  them  since  then-  last  annual  meeting.  There 
were  still  other  members  ^f  the  profiession  of  no  mean 
standing  in  North  Wales,  who  held  aloof  from  them; 
be  truited,  however,  that  a  good  time  was  coming  when 
they  also  would  attend  their  gatherings,  and  see  that 
they  were  not  only  festive  meetings,  but  meetings  held 
-  for  the  purposes  of  mutual  instruction,  and  in  which 
individual  members  might  ask  the  advice  of  their  more 
experienced  brethren  on  cases  which  might  come  under 
their  notice.  He  connected  this  toast  with  that  of  a 
gentleman  who  was  prevented  from  being  there  that 
day,— the  first  President,  Mr.  Griffiths,  of  Wrexham, 
of  whom  they  might  all  be  proud. 

Dr.  EnwARDd  said,  it  devolved  upon  him  to  propose 
a  toast  which  could  not  precisely  be  pronounced  with 
decorum  from  the  chair,  and  having  made  this  remark, 
they  would  all  understand  to  what  he  referred.  yV^hen 
the  President  proposed  "  Prosperity  to  the  North  Wales 
Bnoch  of  the  Association,"  he  watted  to  see  whether  he 
would  sit  down  without  uniting  that  toast  with  the  name 
of  any  individual.  Had  he  not  done  so,  however,  he 
was  prepared  to  rise  and  propose  a  rider  to  that  toast, 
namely,  the  health  of  the  President  himself,  but  as  he 
had  not  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  he  had  greater 
I^easure  in  proposing  the  President's  health  in  this 
way.  A  more  valued  friend,  and  a  more  honest  prac- 
titioner, did  not  exist.  He  must  avail  himself  of  that 
opportunity  of  thanking  the  President  for  the  able  and 
«xcellent  address  with  which  he  luu!  opened  their 
xneeting  that  day. 

The  Prbsidbnt  said,  he  assured  them  that  it  was  his 
most  anxious  wish  to  stand  well  with  the  whole  body 
of  professional  men.  He  believed  that  from  their 
increased  intercourse  and  improved  knowledge,  resulting 
from  their  being  members  of  this  Association,  there 
would  be  daily  less  and  less  of  those  petty  jealousies 
which  had  disgraced  the  profession,  and  disgusted  its 
members.  He  thanked  them  for  the  oompHment,  and 
mt  the  same  time  for  the  attention  with  which  they  had 
listened  to  the  address  which  he  had  the  great  privilege 
of  delivering  to  them  in  the  mondng. 

Mr.  R.  Jones,  Carnarvon,  proposed  the  health  of 
Dr.  Lloy^WilliadM.  much  regrattittg  the  grMitafflietion 
4rhioh  he  laboured  under. 


The  PBB6X0BMT  proposed  the  heaithof  OePreadent- 
Eleet  ibr  1853.  Might  thej  have  a  jolly  good  nmA^ 
under  his  Presidency. 

Dr.  Williams,  responded  to  the  toast 

The  Prbsidbnt  proposed  the  health  of  the  Hanny 
Secretaries,  and  Mr.  Lloyd*  th^  IVeacnrer. 

Mr.  D..K.  JoNBS,  Vice-President,  said,  ss  oae  of 
the  Secretaries,  be  hegg^  to  return  them  his  aaooe 
thanks,  and  much  regretted  that  his  coUeagoe  wai 
absent,  though  he  knew  his  heart  was  with  thcoL  Qe 
assured  them  that  any  small  services  which  thej  (tbe 
Secretaries)  could  render,  always  were  and  always  woald 
be  done  with  very  great  pleasure.  He  was  sorry  tbt 
there  were  so  few  present,  but  he  hoped  (or  bete 
things  at  their  next  meeting.  They  had  heard  thst  diy, 
and  with  very  much  gratification,  the  relation  of  sane 
extremely  interesting  cases  connected  with  the  me*oI 
profession,  and  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  commuDiaftid 
them  they  were  grdltly  indited ;  but  he  wiAed  tm 
particularly  to  propose  the  healths  of  the  new  mosben, 
Mr.  H.  A.  Roberts,  Dr.  Hi«hea,  of  Bhyl,  Mr. 
Salusbury,  and  M.  R.  Jobm,  and,  with  tiie  Praidairt'i 
permission,  he  gave  this  toast.' 

The  geatleoieii  whose  healths  w«i 
responded. 

Mr.  Llotd  proposed  the  health  of  Mr.  H.^Wiffiii«» 
of  Llansaintffraid,  who  acknowledged  the  compIinMnt. 

Mr.  Salusburt  proposed  the  heaHfa  of  Dr.  Bdwdi 
of  Benarth. 

Dr.  Edwards,  in  responding,  observed  that  he  » 
been  sometimes  the  sole  representative  of  this  disbiet 
in  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Parent  AssociatioD,  bet 
as  several  of  them  had  promised  to  accompany  bin 
next  time,  he  hoped  he  should  not  be  so  again.  H» 
was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Parent  Aasoo- 
ation,  and  he  thought  Ibe  might  say  one  of  iti  b"* 
constant  attendants,  but  he  had  never  attended  ooe  ol 
their  meetings  without  being  amply  compensated  fcr 
his  expense  and  loss  of  time. 

The  Prbsidbnt  next  proposed  the  health  rf  *«• 
John  Roberts,  a  gentleman  who  had  been  veiy  iMtt*- 
mental  in  originating  the  North  Wales  Biaoch  of  *• 
Association. 

Dr.  J.  RoBBRTB,  of  Bangor,  in  replying,  expn*^ 
his  regret  that  an  accident  had  prevented  his  attend«» 
St  the  morning  meeting,  and  proposed  the  baaltb  a 
Mr.  R.  Jones,  of  Carnarvon. 

Mr.  R,  JoNBs  responded,  and  proposed  the  bsaUbof 
Dr.  Owen  Robertr,  of  St.  Asaph. 

Dr.  O.  Roberts,  of  St.  Asaph,  replied  aud  propo9^ 
the  health  of  Mr.  Owen,.a£  Abergele. 

Mr.  OwBN  acknowledged  the  compliment. 

Mr.  Saltobury  proposed  **  The  Press,"  wbicbf* 
acknowledged  by  the  representative  of  the  North  W^ 
Chromcle. 

Dr.  O.  RoAbbts,  of  St.  Asaph,  proposed  the  beilft 
of  Mr.  Jones,  of  tlie  North  Wales  Lunatic  Asyinnu 

Mr.  JoNBS  responded. 

The  Prbsidbnt  proposed  the  health  of  their  In- 
dent two  years  ago,  Dr.  Gumming,  one  of  the  oUcst 
medical  men  in  North  Wales. 

Mr.  JoNBs  (North  Wales  Lunatic  Asylnm)  propoBt' 
the  health  of  Mr.  Hughea,  of  Mold,  the  Ibtber  of 
thdr  PresidAnt  that  dfqr. 
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ThePkssiDmr^  on  bebtlf  of  his  firther,  aolmowMgod 
tlio  complimeiit, 

Dr.  Bdwabbs  propotcd  the  liealtii  of  Mr.  Hope 
JooMf  of  Conwsj* 

Mr.  Salosbokt  thoo^t  it  inoamUnl  opoii  him  Co 
rapoiid  on  behslf  of  bis  very  kind  partneri  and  at  the 
Mune  time  to  teatify  hit  gnititnde  for  the  kind  intro- 
dnetion  whick  Mr.  Jones  bad  given  him  in  that 
Beighhonriiood. 

Mr.  WiLLXAMSy  Tilanaimtffraid  proposed  the  health  of 
Mr.  Pring. 

Dr.  O.  RoBBRTS,  of  St.  Asaph,  gave  **  their  next 
merry  meeting." 

The  members  then  separated.  i 


CAMBETDGE  &  HUNTINGDON  BBANCH. 

0.  L.  CHBUKO,  BSO,  IN  THE  CHAIB. 

liMrmro'  or  thb  Cambbidos  and  Hvmtivgdon 
Bramcb,  at  St.  Itbb,  Jvnb  16, 1852. 

O^irwtkm  of  the  Bowels. 

Dr.  Wbbstbb,  of  Cambridge,  read  an  instructive 
paper  on  this  subject  containing  the  abstract  of  cases 
lomishfld  him  by  members  of  the  Association,  and  drew 
oondnsions  as  to  the  causes  and  treatment  of  the 
slfoetion.  He  reprobated  strongly  the  indiscriminate 
and  careless  exhibition  of  purgatives,  and  said  that  the 
taees  in  whieh  operative  proceeding  could  be  resorted  ti> 
vdth  a  prospect  of  succeas,  were  very  few  and  vei7 
difficolt  to  distinguish,  it  being  usually  very  hard  to 
asoertain  the  seat  and  nature  of  the  stricture.  Often  it 
Is  of  a  spasmodic  nature,  and  yields,  even  in  cases 
apparently  desperate,  to  opiates  and  enemata,  which 
Bhonid  be  exhibited  slowly,  and  with  care.  This  was 
well  illustrated  by  an  interesting  case  furnished  by  Mr. 
Few,  of  Ramsey.  It  had  been  supposed  by  some 
mritera  that  an  inference  as  to  the  seat  of  the  stricture 
might  be  drawn  from  the  quantity  of  urine  passed, 
vrinek  would  be  small  in  proportion  ss  the  obstruction 
was  near  the  stomach.  His  cases  did  not  oerroborate 
this  opinion.  In  one  of  the  cases  the  history  of  symp- 
toms extended  only  to  three  weeks,  the  patient  having 
been  reported  quite  well  till  attacked  with  ordinary 
symptoms  of  obstruction  of  the  bowels,  following  a 
slight  attack  of  diarrhoea,  yet  a  pott-mortem  examina- 
tion revealed  a  cancerous  stricture  of  the  ascending 
colon,  which  disease  had  doubtless  existed  for  some 
months.  In  another  case,  where  the  same  disease  ex- 
isted, the  nature  and  seat  of  the  affection  had  been 
inferred  with  tolerable  certainty  from  the  symptoms 
which  preceded  the  fstal  obstruction.  He  exhibited  a 
specimen  of  deficiency,  of  small  intestines,  the  canal 
terminating  in  a  cnl  de  sac  at  the  first  part  of  the 
dnodenum.  The  great  intestine  contained  brownish 
matter  unlike  meooninm ;.  this  was  taken  from  aniniant 
who  rejected  its  food,  had  no  action  of  the  bowels,  and 
fived  only  two  days*  during  which  timo  urine  was  passed 
oooly. 

Mr.  HuKPiimT  mentioiied  two  specimens  in  the 


museum  at  Cambridge,  of  congenital  imperforate  con* 
dition  of  the  duodenum.  He  did  not  find  that  that 
part  of  the  intesthial  canal  was  considered  by  pathokK 
gists  to  be  especially  liable  to  this  imperfection  of 
development, -nor  was  he  aware  of  any  peculiarity  in  its 
mode  of  formation  that  would  be  likely  to  render  It  so. 
He  believed  that  strictures  (intrinsic  strictures)  of  the 
intestinal  canal  which  produce  serious  obstruction,  are 
almost  invariably  cancerous,  and  the  propriety  of  aa 
operation  for  artificial  anus  is,  under  such  circumstances^ 
questionable,  even  when  the  seat  of  the  disease  i» 
ascertained  to  be  favourable,  though  the  urgent  suffer- 
ings of  the  patient  may  perhaps  sometimes  warrant  the 
attempt  to  afford  rdief  in  this  way.  The  cases  in  which 
an  operation  can  be  sucoessfolly  attempted  for  the  relief 
of  extrinsic  strictnra,  by  dividing^nstricting  bands,  &o., 
■UBst  be  very  few,  the  ^jficulty  of  forming  a  suffidentiy 
aeeurate  diagnosis  is  so  great ;  and  the  distended  softened 
edftil^on  of  the  bowels  above  the  stricture  must  add 
much  to  the  hazard  of  the  proceeding. 

Cases  and  observations  in  confirmation  of  the  views 
of  Dr.  Webster,  were  offered  by  Dr.  Ward,  Mr.  Sajle, 
Mr.  Crisp,  and  Mr.  Poster. 

Mr.  FosTBR,  of  Huntingdon,  related  a  case  of 
"UniUteral  Anasarca."  E.  N.,  aged  49.  Left  side 
w«k  from  birth.  Two  years  ago  swelling,  stiffness  of 
led  hand,  without  discoloration ;  swelling  extended  to 
the  shoulder,  then  appeared  in  the  left  thigh  and  leg. 
No  albumen  in  the  urine,  or  signs  of  diseased  heart* 
A  year  ago  health  began  to  fail,  swelling  innressed,  and 
induration  of  left  subclarian  glands  and  mamma  wero 
perceived.  The  case  was  considered  well  nigh  uniquo 
by  all  the  physicians  and  surgeons  vriio  saw  the  patient. 
A  few  days  before  death  the  right  leg  sweUed,  and  fluid 
vras  detected  in  the  peritoneal  cavity.  On  pwt-mortem 
examination  a  scirrhoid  condition  of  the  left  breast  was 
found.  A  scirrhoid  gland  implicated,  and  by  its  pressure 
neariy  obliterated  the  left  axillary  vein.  Peritoneum 
in  pelvis  thickened,  and  studded  with  millet-seed-Kke 
tubercles,  Adhesions  about  the  left  Uteral  li^ments 
and  side  of  the  pelvis.  Enlargement  of  ovaries.  No 
decided  obstruction  in  the  Tcins  of  the  left  lower 
extremity  in  any  one  part,  though  they  were  subject  to 
general  pressure  in  the  iliac  region. 

Mr.  PosTBR  read  a  case  of  "  Fracture  of  the  Clavide 
near  its  External  End,  and  Injury  to  a  Goitre,  causing 
extreme  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  with  Croupy  Inspira- 
tion,  sense  of  Choking,  and  Difficulty  of  Swallowing." 
These  savore  symptoms  were  supposed  to  be  caused  by 
extravasation  of  Uood  consequent  on  some  laceration  of 
the  very  vascular  tissue  of  the  goitr^.  Gradually-  the 
sweUiag  subsided,  the  seveiB  symptoms  were  mitigated^ 
and  the  patient  moovcfed. 

Mr.  PosTsa  also  relatad  two  oases  of  «  Vitiligoidea;'' 
Mr.  Pbok,  of  Newmarket,  rekted  a  case  of  "  Injury  to 
theHeartby  aNeedW'  (pnbltshedat  page336};  and  Dr. 
W^ao  relatad  a  case  of  *'  PopUteal  Anenrism,  Cored  bf 
Pkesrara,"  wUdiwfllbe  pohliahed  in  a  fistore  nomlier 
of  the  Jounuti, 
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Mr.  Humphry  made  a  commimication  on  the  result 
in  caaes  of  congenital  yascular  naevca  where  the  disease 
has  not  heen  treated.  This  oommnnication  embodied 
the  information  ftimished  him  by  sereimL  members  in 
answer  to  4k  query  circulated  among  them.  He  found 
little  bearing  upon  this  question  in  surgical  books,  and 
maoj  persons  of  large  experience  had  been  unable  to 
~  give  him  information,  he  therefore  gladly  embraced  the 
present  opportunity  of  collecting  facts.  There  is  a 
man  in  Cambridge  with  Yascular  nevus  involving  the 
whole  thickness  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  left 
cheek,  causing  a  good  deal  of  swelling,  and  most 
unsightly  appearance;  this  had  existed  at  birth,  and 
had  increased  at  any  nte  siooe  his  childhood  ouly 
pari  poiw  with  his  growth.  In  this  case,  therefore, 
the  disease  arrived  at  a  certain  point,  and  then  became 
atationaiy.  Five  years  ago  there  was  a  child  in  Adde^ 
brooke's  Hospital  with  venous  nievus  beneath  both 
internal  malleoli,  besides  a  diffused  nsevons  state  of  the 
akin  of  the  solee  of  both  feet  and  the  left  side  of  the 
acTotum.  In  the  latter  situations  the  disease  looked 
not  unlike  varicose  v0ns,.and  illustrated  admirably  tiie 
tme  nature  of  nsevus,  which  consists  in  a  dilated  or 
hypertrophied  condition  of  the  small  vessels,  of  a  part 
cutaneous  or  subcutaneous,  as  the  case  may  be.*  The 
disease  was  too  extensive  to  treat  by  any  radical  means, 
and  was  therefore  1^  to  take  its  course.  The  lad 
had  been  sent  to  the  meeting  that  members  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  disease.  It  had 
advanced  somewhat  since  he  left  the  hospital.  In  this 
case,  therefore,  nevi  left  to  themselves  are  making  slow 
progress;  they  do  not  interfere  with  the  lad's  move- 
ments or  enjoyments.  Mr.  Isaacson,  of  Huntingdon, 
had  communicated  the  case  of  a  little  boy,  now  five 
years  old — a  nnvus  on  the  scalp  increased  up  to  the 
age  of  two  years,  and  having  been  left  alone  entirely 
disappeared.  Mr.  Rix,  of  St.  Neots,  wrote  word  that 
cases  of  nsvns  which  he  had  seen  left  alone  had  done 
well.  Mr.  Few,  of  Ramsey,  used  to  extirpate  all  nsevi, 
but  what  he  had  seen  lately  had  induced  him  to  alter 
his  opinion  with  regard  to  the  necessity  of  such  pro- 
cedure. In  three  cases  where  the  parents  refused  him 
permission  to  treat  the  disease,  it  is  either  gone,  or  is 
gradually  disappearing.  Mr.  Leigh,  of  St.  Ives,  fur- 
nbhed  another  similar  case.  Mr.  Reid,  of  Canterbury, 
had  seen  two  cases  of  severe  kubcutaneons  nsevus,  in 
which  a  cure  had  followed  the  employment  of  means  so 
little  proportionate  to  the  extent  of  the  disease,  that  he 
was  inclined  to  attribute  the  fiivoonble  termination  in 
part  at  least  to  some  spontsneous  carative  process. 
Inquiries  made  of -a  very  great  number  of  persons  had 
ftnled  to  elicit  a  single  esse  in  wliich  common  untreated 
DBVus  had  proved  fstal.  Just -before  the  meeting  Mr. 
Humphry  had  seen  a  paper  upon  this  subject  in  th^ 
,  seventh  Tolume  of  "  Guy's  Hospital  Reports,"  by 
Mr.  Birkett,  in  which  five  cases  (three  quoted  from 
Yidal,  and  one  furnished  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Guildford,) 
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were  related  of  spontaneous  atrophy  of  nevus.  Qnita 
suflScient  information  had  been  thus  collected  to  wsmot 
the  oondttsion  that  a  great  number  of  vascular  nsvi,  if 
left  to  themselves,  will,  in  course  of  time,  disappeir. 
Some  increase  for  a  time,  and  then  disappear;  sone 
increase  for  a  time,  and  then  remain  stationary.  Mr. 
Humphry  had  met  with  no  evidence  tliat  they  go  ou 
increasing  to  a  iatal  termination,  though  he  was  quite 
prepared  to  learn  that  such  is  the  occasional  result 
That  it  is  not  so  more  commonly  probably  depends 
upon  the  fact,  that  in  the  greater  number  of  instances 
the  disease  is  cured  by  timely  treatment.  Then 
remarks  were  not  intended  to  apply  to  the  disease  called 
aneurism  by  anastomosis,  which,  commencing  at  some 
period  after  birth,  is  active  in  its  progress,  and  if  not 
arrested,  is  liable  to  bleed,  and  kill  the  patient.  Dr. 
Ward  and  Mr.  Isaacson  furnished  an  mteresting  case  of 
this  kind.  The  disease  was  seated  beneath  the  scalp  ia 
a  young  .woman,  and  was  at  first  supposed  to  be  a  cyst 
A  hmeet  had  been  thrust  into  it  before  the  patient 
came  under  their  care.  They  applied  pressure  well, 
and  long-continued,  without  avaiL  Subsequently  she 
was  in  St  Geoige's  Hospital,  where  it  was  decided  ou 
consultation  that  no  operation  should  be  performed. 
The  tumour  increased,  she  went  home,  and  died. 

A  specimen  of  Dislocated  Knee  was  exhibited,  in 
which  the  crucial  ligaments  were  torn;  the  latenl 
ligaments  remained  entire.  The  tibia  was  thrown 
quite  forwards  upon  the  condyles  of  the  femur.  It 
was  easily  reduced,  and  was  going  on  well,  there  being 
no  great  swelling;  but  mortification  of  the  foot  and 
leg  ensued,  and  amputation  was  performed  by  Mr. 
Lestonrgeon,  in  Addenbrooke's  Hospital,  a  month  after 
the  accident  Dissection  showed  that  the  poptiteal 
artery  and  vein  had  been  torn  across  ;  the  divided  ends 
were  plugged,  and  healed, 

Mr.  Evans,  of  St,  Neots,  showed  a  calculus  which 
he  had  extracted  from  an  oval  fistula.  It  appeared  to 
have  as  its  nucleus  a  pebble,  which  had  become  sbwly 
encrusted  with  feculent  matter,  fomdng  a  jsort  of  haid 
shell  over  it. 


suffolb:  bbanch.  - 

The  ninth  anniversary^  meeting  of  the  SuFPOtx 
Branch  of  the  Peovincial  Mbdical  and  Surgicai 
Association  was  held  on  the  25th  of  June,  at  Needhsm 
Market.  The  general  attendance  was  not  quite  so, 
numerous'  as  usual,  which  was  partiaUy  accounted  for 
in  the  letters  of  several  of  the  absentees  by  theattiactuws 
of  the  approaching  meethig  at  Oxford.  Many  of  the 
members  who  felt  compelled  to  abridge  the  scsnty 
relaxation  they  allow  themselves  from  laborious  duties, 
could  not  attend  both  meetings,  and  we  trust  that  the 
leservation  whioh  limited  the  number  of  attendants 
here,  vrill  tend  to  incresse  it  with  efficiency  there. 

The  following  members  were  present :— Dr.  Ranking, 
Norwich ;  Dr.  Durrant,  Dr.  Chevallier,  Ipswichi  Dr. 
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Robert  Growse,  Esq.,  John  Growse,  Esq  ^Hadlaigh;  Dr. 
Bedfngfield,  Henry  Beck,  Esq.,  Jarne*  Pennington, 
Esq.,  Needham  Market;  R.  Martin,  Esq.,  Holbiook; 
Wm.  JeaffreaoD,  Esq.,  FramlingbaDi  |  Dr.  Kirkman, 
i^^  -l^nUiikm  P.  Kirkraan,  Eaq.,  Melton;  ^^miiam  Ebden, 
'^^•Esq.,  Haagbley. 

W.  JsAFrassoN,  Eaq.,  of  Framlingbam,  before 
resigning  the  chair,  made  a  few  obserrationB  on  some  of 
the  events  of  the  past  year  in  eonnection  with  his 
Plresidency,  and  on  the  tendeney  which  these  annnal 
meetings  have  to  promote  oonrteons  and  gentlemanly 
conduct  from  member  to  member,  and  to  cement  those 
professional  and  social  ties  which  have  bound  the 
general  body  together. 

The  chair  was  then  taken  by  tiie  ftesidenti  Dr. 
BbdingItield,  who  spoke  as  follows  :•— 

Gentlemen, — T  cannot  take  possession  of  the  chair  to 
which  yon  have  done  me  the  hononr  to  appoint  me 
without  some  feeling  of  regret.  I  regret,  that  in  order 
to  make  room  for  me,  it  has  been  Tacated  by  one  who 
has  filled  it  so  worthily,  so  wisely,  and  so  well;  and  I 
regret,  also,  my  own  inability  to,  perform  its  duties  in. 
the  efficient  manner  they  have  hitherto  been  discharged. 
These  regHets,  however,  are  blended  with  much 
pleasure  and  satisfaction,  for  it  does  truly  afford  me 
both  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  meet  my  professional 
brethren  upon  this  occasion,  and  to  bid  them,  both 
individually,  as  well  as  collectively,  a  hearty  welcome  to 
Needham  Market — tO  Needham  Market,  the  place  of 
my  birth — a  place  endeared  to  me  by  many  early 
recollections.  It  was  here  that,  under  tbe  auspices  of 
my  unde,  the  late  Mr.  Beck,  one  of  the  most  inde- 
fatigable, as  well  as  one  of  the  most  sucioessfiil  practi- 
tioners I  ever  knew,  that  I  commenced  my  professional 
career;  and  it  is  here,  should  it  so  please  my  (jod,  that 
T  wish  to  bring  it  to  a  close.  The  time  embraced 
between  these  two  periods  is  now  just  half  a  century. 
Alas  I  how  little  have  I  accomplished :  not  only  morally 
but  professionally  speaking.  How  many  things  have  I 
done  that  I  ought  not  to  have  done ;  and  how  many 
things  have  I  left  undone  that  I  ought  to  have  done. 
Were  it  not  for  this  reflection,  to  day  would  be  indeed 
to  me  a  day  of  jubilee.  But,  notwithstanding  these 
short-comings  and  backslidings,  I  sometimes  flatter 
myself  that  the  mites  which  I  have  from  time  to  time 
thrown  into  the  treasury  of  medical  literature,  may  not 
have  been  scattered  there  in  vain.  We  are  told  that  the 
grain  of  mustard  seed  became  a  mighty  tree;  and  we 
are  told  that  bread  cast  upon  the  waters  retumeth  after 
many  days;  and,  although  "hope  deferred  often 
maketh  the  heart  sick,'/  I  patiently  and  cheerfully  **  bide 
my  time."  Nay,  is  not  that  time  already  come  ?  Is 
not  the  establishment  of  Medical  Provincial  Associations 
a  great  and  accomplished  Act  ?  It  was  in  the  year 
1826  that  I  flrst  proposed  and  advocated  the  formation 
of  such  AsBociationa,  and  under  the  most  disconragiog 
ctreamstanoes,  through  evil  report  and  good  report,  I 
continued  that  advocacy  until  they  became  established 
throughout  the  lengtii  and  the  breadth  of  the  land ;  and 
to  day  I  hav«  had  the  high  gratification  to  receive  tbe 
Omncil  of  our  Anodstion  benealh  my  own  roofi  and 


in  my  own  native  town.  This  is  indeed,  Crentlemen,  a 
rich  reward;  but  I  must  abstain  firom  self-gratulation, 
and  without  further  loss  of  time,  call  your  attention  to 
the  business  of  tbe  day. 

I  believe  it  is  usual  in  the  first  place  to  read  tiie 
apologetic  letters  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  prevented 
by  other  engagements  firom  fiivonring  us  with  their 
presence.  These,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  rather 
numerous ;  we  have,  however,  no  alternative  but  to 
accept  the  will  for  the  deed.  Their  absence  is,  I  doubt 
not,  a  source  of  mental  regret. 

I  had  hoped,  Gentlemen,  to  have  had  tbe  pleasure  to 
introduce  to  you  a  friend  of  mine  from  Birmingham, 
who  had  given  me  reason  to  expect  that  he  would  do  us 
the  iavour  to  come  over  and  deliver  a  lecture  on  the 
oonstraetion  and  management  of  the  microscope;  an 
instrument  which  is  daily  unveiling  to  us  the  marvels  of 
Nature  and  the  mysteries  of  disease;  an  instrument, 
a  thorough  acquaintance  with  which  is  become  an 
essentia  part  of  medical  education.  The  stethoscope 
and  the  microscope  have  already  achieved  wonders,  and 
they  will  continue  to  add  to  our  knowledge,  and  to  our 
sucoessfol  treatment  of  *^  all  the  ills  that  fiesh  is  heir  to." 
We  shall,  in  the  second  place,  proceed  to  the  hearing 
and  disonssioa  of  the  papers  which  some'of  our  members 
have  been  so  kind  as  to  prepare  for  our  conaideFstion. 
Upon  this  I  shall  only  observe,  that  our  time  for  this 
purpose  is  very  limited;  and  as  brevity  is  said  to  be  the 
soul  of  wit,  and  as  the  power  of  steam  is  increased  by 
compression,  so  may  a  littie  condensation  or  com- 
pression of  the  details  of  some  of  the  cases  and  papers, 
be  attended  with  its  advantages.  This,  however,  is  a 
mere  hint,  which  I  leave  to  the  discretion  or  good  taste 
of  the  authors  of  the  papers  to  avail  themselves  of  or 
not,  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 

In  the  course  of  our  proceedings  the  subjects  of 
Medical  Reform,  of  homoeopathy,  and  of  vaccination, 
may  iall  under  review. 

With  regard  to  Medical  Reform,  I  have  been  its 
sealous  and  straightforward  advocate  from  my  youth  up 
until  now.  One  of  the  objects  which  I  have  kept 
constantiy  in  view,  has  been  the  strengthening  and 
tightening  thosebonds  of  unity  between  the  physician 
and  the  general  practitioner,  which,  unhappily  for  the 
interests  of  both  parties,  have  been  so  long  impaired 
and  loosened.  To  enter  into  a  statement  of  the  causes 
of  this  estrangement  woidd  occupy  more  time  than  can 
be  spared ;  but  I  cannot  help  feeling  apprehensive  that 
the  measures  of  Medical  Reform  which  are  now  con- 
templated have  a  tendency  to  widen  the  breach  between 
the  physician  and  the  genend  practitioner ;  and  that, 
unless  some  vigorous  remonstrance  or  demonstration 
be  made,  they  will  terminate  in  the  abasement  of  the 
general  practitioner,  and  the  exaltation  of  the  druggist. 
The  general  practitioner  wOl,  in  fMt,  become  a  non- 
entity; the  druggist  the  apothecary.  I  think  I  am 
borne  out  in  this  feeling  by  a  letter  of  my  friend.  Dr. 
Webster,  of  Dnlwich,  which  appeared  a  short  time  ago 
in  our  journal,  as  well  as  in  the  Ltmeet.  But  for 
drcnmstanoes  over  whieh  we  have  no  oonlrol  Dr^ 
Webster  would  have  been  hero  to^y  to  azplain  hi» 


SUFFOLK  BRANCH  MEETING. 


WUi  yov  psMHt 
I 


ilvfllradi 


He 


«« I  do  wkh  tM,  in  addition  to  whst  yon  mtend  to 
niyaowrflondiotriJyonthegnfcyctof  medicilairiiiri, 
yon  vonU  aUnde  to  the  Pkaiamty  BUi^  and  aboget  vp 
«  reaolnftion  and  a  petitkm  against  it  in  tlw  Howe  of 
Locdi.  I  am  tony  to  aay,  that  though  I  hate  been 
-able  to  raiae  a  strong  opposition  to  the  neasnie,  ahnost 
single-handed,  and  thongh  it  has  been  considerably 
nmendrd,  yet  it  passed  the  Commons  yesterday  morning 
(the  18th)  at  two  o'clock,  without  a  cUnse  to  prevent 
chemists  practising.  Yon  may  commend  or  censure 
me  as  yon  think  proper ;  bat  pray  do  moTO  in  the  ques- 
tion, for  the  Bill  is  ftmught  with  the  greatest  danger  to 
the  public  health,  and  with  great  injury  to  the  general 
practitioner.  Fefeition  (he  Locda;  there  is  no  time  to  , 
•  he  lost" 

With  regard  to  homeeopathy,  that  igmb  fahmt,  set 
•afloat  by  knayes  and  simpletona,  and  which  the  liUnitous 
■o  eagerly  pursae,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  have  been 
advisable  to  have  allowed  it  to  eztiogoish  itself  hi  the 
quagmire,  or  rather  quack-mire,  of  its  own  absurdity. 
The  opposition  it  has  met  with  has  given  to  it  a  tempo- 
nuy  notoriety  and  importance  which  it  would  never 
otherwise  have  attained.  We  may,  however,  console 
ourMlves  with  the  assunmoe  that  it  is  eonoocted  bf  sneh 
j9eHlou»  $tuiff^that  it  will  not  be  much  longer  tolerated. 
Why,  the  ingredients  thrown  into  their  cauldron  by  the 
three  weird  sisters  formed  a  scientific  and  comprehen- 
sible compound,  in  comparison  with  the  drivellings, 
•and  the  drippings,  and  the  droppings,  and  the  ass's 
sugar,  and  the  ass's  milk,  of  the  homceopathists.  I 
would  seriously  recommend  **  these  devisers  of  cunning 
Ikbles"  to  introduce  these  respectable  old  ladies'  ingre- 
dients into  their  phsrmaoopceia  :— 

^Ey  of  aevtr  and  to*  of  ftof  » 
Wool  of  bat,  and  toas«e  of  dof ; 
Liver  of  blatphemiiif  Jew, 
Oall  of  goat,  and  dipt  of  yew; 
Witch'*  Aumif ,  mnr  and  c«if i 
But  more  espedally, — 

"  Finger  of  birtl)*«traBgled  babe, 
Difh-daiim'd  br  a  drab, 
Add  thereto  a  (ign^a  ebaadfon." 

Would  form  a  very  valuable  addition  to  their  infinitesi- 
mal doses. 

My  iaith  in  the  preventive  power  of  vaccination 
remains  unshaken ;  and  I  still  adhere  to  the  sentiment 
expressed  in  my  "  Compendium  of  Medical  Practice," 
aome  thirty-seven  years  agOv  that,  despite  the  baneful 
combination  of  ignorsace^  prqudiee,  and  self-interest, 
the  time  will  arrive  when  the  name  of  Jenner  *'  will  be 
pronounced  with  rapture  by  a  grateful  world."  Gen- 
tlemen, I  would  rather  have  been  Dr.  Jenner  than  the 
Duke  of  Wellington.  The  Duke  has  slain  his  thousands ; 
the  Doctor  has  saved  his  tens  of  thousands.  How 
anuch  more  noble — how  much  more  glorious,  is  it  to 
preserve  life  than  to  destroy  1 

I  .had  prepared  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  vaccination, 
which  it  was  my  intention  to  have  submitted  to  thi« 
meeting;  but  I  was  requested  by  Dr.  Baiid,  (whose 
absence  on  this  ocoasiop,  but  more  especially  bis 
removal  from  this  neighbonrhood,  is  very  generally 
vegretted,)  to  send  it  to  the  Epidemiological  Society. 


Anydiing  worthy  of  leoMik  it  Wbtj  chanoe  to  i 
wiU  pfobd»iy  be  placed  beihn  the  pnbEe  by  that  h%y7. 
important  and  moat  valnaUe  Aaaodation. 

Before  I  coaicfaide  my  observatiflDS,  which  I  darsaqr 
many  of  my  anditon  are  by  this  tiiM  of  ofimou  i 
hate  been  advanti^eonaly  sntjectod  to  the  ( 
proeess  I  have  already  reoinsBMBded,  there  is  om  dr. 
mmstance  to  whidi  I  wish  to  advert,  BaBcly,-HMr 
want  of  Eqpresentatives,  both  aa  a  profieswm  sad  a 
provincial  Aasnciatioa,  in  the  House  of  Pkriiemmt 
Without  representation  we  shall  never  attam  that  laak, 
that  Haimg  in  society,  to  which  our  educsiion,  osr 
talent,  and  our  vast  importance  to  the  well-being  of  th» 
community  at  large,  ao  richly  entitle  us.  GenklenMUt 
I  fintcallcd  your  attention  to  this  deaiderstnmm  1834, 
in  my  address  delivered  in  the  Town  Hall,  Ipsvieh; 
and  I  have  repeatedly  recnired  to  the  anbjeot  siuoi  tfatt 
period.  It  has  recenUy  met  with  several  able  adfocstei; 
and  1  still  hope  to  see  the  iateresto  of  our  prolsMou 
folly  and  frirly  represented  in  a  BritiA  Boose  of 
Commons. 

Letten  ezpreaaive  of  regret  at  their  inability  to  sttBod 
the  meetmg,  were  then  read  by  the  Secrctary,  from  Mr. 
WUliams,  of  Sontiiwold;  Bir.  King,  of  Hsrtest;  Mr. 
Lock,  of  Debenham;  Mr.  Mudd,  of  Hadleigh;  Mr. 
Carley,  of  Laxfidd;  Mr.  filarabaU,  of  Woodbndge; 
Mr.  Gross,  of  Earl  Soham;  Mr.  Gorfaam,  of  Aldboroogti; 
Mr.  Hammond,  Mr.  Bnllen,  and  Mr.  Baitlett,  of 
Ipswich;  Mr.  Crowfoot,  of  Becdes;  Mr.  Read,  (with 
the  withdrawal  of  his  name  from  the  Association,)  aad 
from  Mr.  Bree,  of  Stowmarket. 

On  the  mention  of  the  name  of  Mr.  Bree,  the  tbsnb 
of  the  Council  and  membera  were  expressed  for  his  lUe 
and  energetic  services  as  Secretary  to  the  Sofiblk 
Branch  since  ito  formation,  with  the  conveyaooe  of 
their  assurances  to  him  of  the  high  sense  tfaej  mv^ 
ever  entertain  of  his  long-oontinned  labours  for  iii 
welfare. 

The  new  membera  received  were  Mr.  John  HitM 
Ling,  of  Sazmundham,  on  the  nomination  of  Mn 
Jeaffreson;  and  Mr.  William  Phillips  Kirkmsn,  bf 
Dr.  Dnrrant.  The  Secretary  made  a  very  satisftctorj 
statement  in  regard  to  the  Benevolent  Fund.  He  M 
he  had  received  several  promises  of  an  increased  smooat 
to  former  subscripticms,  and  he  endeavoured  to  nige  itf 
peculiar  clairas  on  every  member  of  the  Asaoristion. 
Tbii  fund,  he  observed,  was  an  integral  part  of  tfas 
Association,  and  its  appeal  is  made  on  the  prindples  of 
unmueed  benevolence.  It  has  nothing  for  the  encoorage- 
ment  of  the  giver  of  a  ihowy  character;  and  its  wp- 
porters,  whose  names  so  liberally  appeared  Istelj  in  the 
pages  of  the  JounuU,  have  a  register  in  a  higher  court 
than  any  of  mere  human  approval— a  register  of  the 
names  of  men  who  Uieralfy  give^  *'  hoping  for  noikmi 
Sgain." 

The  following  papera  were  read,  several  of  then 
eliciting  most  interesting  and  profitable  discussions  ;— 

••  On  the  Efltoksy  ot  the  Tinct.  Ferri  Seaqui-Chloiidi 
in  the  Treatment  of  Erysipelas,"  by  Dr.  Ranking. 
Several  similar  cases  were  referred  to  hi  the  discasnoay 
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In  which  the  iron  was  given  in  smaller  doses  than  Dr. 
Banking  stated,  and  appazeoHy  with  avccess. 

''  On  Caloulary  Deposits  in  the  Ezcre^ry  Ducts  of 
tbe^obliiviisl  Glands/'  bj  Robert  Martip,  Esqi  The 
esse  exdcsd  great  intenst.  The  calcaU  semoTed  weie 
shown. 

'«An  EztenaiYe  I^jnry  of  the  Knee^oinV'  by 
Bi^bert  Martin,  Esq.  An  interesting  case.  The  patient 
was  kindly  brought  over  for  the  inspection  of  the 
nembers. 

'•A  Case  of  Poerpend  ConTolsions/'  by  Robert 
Msrtin,  Esq'. 

*'  On  s  Variety  of  Latent  Pneomonia/'  (in  which  he 
sjMdaUy  depmeatsd  the  nse  of  the  .lanee^)  by  Dr. 
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««ACaaeof  Hay  V^ver,"  (ftwn  which  heishimsdf 
the  sunnal  sollerer,)  by  Mr.  W.  P.  Kirkman. 

*'  A  Case  of  Inverslo  Uteri,  (read  by  the  Secretary,) 
by  Mr.  MarshaU. 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  passed  : — 

Propcoed  by  Dr.  Ranking,  seconded  by  Dr.  Dur- 
KANT : — "  That  the  place  of  annual  meeting  of  the 
Suffolk  Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Assodation  for  the  year  1853  be  in  Ipswich,  and  that 
Robert  Martin,  fisq.,  be  requested  to  preside." 

Proposed  by  Dr.  Robert  Growsb,  seconded  by 
John  Growsb,  Esq. : — '*  That  the  best  thanks  of  this 
meeting  be  presented  to  those  gentlemen  whose  in- 
structive papers  and  interesting  cases  have  been  read.*' 

Proposed  by  Robert  Martin,  Esq.,  seconded  by 
Dr.  Chkyallier  : — "  That  the  regret  of  this  meeting 
be  convejed  to  Dr.  Baird,  on  the  loss  that  this  Branch 
has  sustained  by  the  removal  of  so  valued  an  associate 
from  Ipswich,  and  that  their  best  wishes  be  expressed 
for  his  future  professional  and  domestic  welfare  in  his 
new  abode." 

Proposed  by  Dr.  Kirkman,  seconded  by  William 
Jraftresok,  Esq. : — '*  That  this  meeting  is  anxious 
to  convey  their  united  sentiments  and  wishes  that  the 
Editorship  and  Publication  of  the  Provincial  Medical 
end  Surgical  Journal  be  continued  under  its  present 
srrangements,  to  which  their  entire  concurrence  is  un- 
reservedly given." 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  proposed  to  the  President,  Dr. 
Bedingfield,  and  the  meeting  separated. 

The  members  dined  together  at  the  Swan  Tnn,  and 
though  the  attendance  was  not  large,  the  topics  intro- 
duced by  the  President,  and  his  supporters.  Dr.  Durrant, 
Dr.  Ranking,  &c.,  &c.,  professional  and  private,  were 
very  instructive,  and  the  day  passed  throughout  with 
those  feelings  of  mutusl  cordiality  which  it  is  the  great 
obgect  of  these  branch  meetings  to  promote. 

JOHN  KIRKMAN,  Hon,  See. 


lb  J.  A.  Paris,  M.D.,  4v.,  ^.,  Pretideni  qfthe  B^yol 
Coikffs  qf  PkjfMmu  qf  London. 

Sir, — ^The  Committee  of  the  Associated  Extra-  Urban 
Licentiates  of  the  College  have  had  the  Draft  of  the 
Proposed  New  Charter  under  their  consideration,  and 
have  desired  me  to  communicate  with  you  respecting  it. 

The  Committee  observe,  that  it  is  proposed  to  incor- 
porate the  Extra-Urbem  Licentiates  in  a  new  College, 
to  be  called  the  Royal  Collie  of  Physicians  of  England^ 
on  the  following  conditions: — 

1.  That  they  present  testimonials  of  character  satis-  ' 
factory  to  the  Censors. 

2.  That  they  pay  to  the  funds  of  the  new  College  thfr 
sum  of  fifteen  pounds,  fifteen  shillings. 

3.  That  they  contribute  to  the  National  Exchequer 
by  the  payment  of  a  stamp  duty. 

As  to  the  Jirsi  condition,  they  desire  mo  to  say  that 
the  Extra-Urbem  Licentiates  ahready  hold  letters-testi* 
monial  as  valid  in  law  as  the  Charter  of  the  College 
itself,  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  rights  attached 
to  these  letters-testimonial  ought  not  to  be  placed  at 
the  arbitrary,  discretion  of  the  "  Censors."  The  Com- 
mittee also  wish  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact,, 
that  they  were  only  granted  upon  the  production  of 
testimonials  of  character  satisfactory  to  an  examining 
board,  constituted  of  yourself,  (or  your  predecessor  in 
the  diair,)  and  three  senior  Fellows  of  the  College,  and 
are  duly  signed  by  the  Examiners  according  to  the 
statute;  and  that,  consequently,  any  further  testimo- 
nisls  are  quite  nnneoeise[ry,  unless  it  is  proposed  to 
extend  the  inqiury  to  the  Fellows  snd  Intra-Urbem 
Licentiates. 

As  to  the  second  eondition,  the  Committee  desire  me 
to  say,  that  they  are  willing  to  contribute  a  proportion 
of  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  found  necessary  to 
place  the  proposed  new  College  in  a  sound  and  hon- 
ourable position ;  but  they  would  also  urge,  that  it  is 
manifestly  unjust  to  demand  the  same  payment  on 
admission  finom  the  physician,  legally  qualified  by  com- 
pliance with  the  statutes  of  the  reahui  as  is  demanded 
fren  the  physician  not  so  qualified. 

As  to  the  ikird  condition,  the  Committee  cannot 
comprehend  why  the  incorporation,  for  the  public  good, 
of  a  body  of  professional  n^n,  already  heavily  taxed, 
should  be  made  the  occasion  for  inflicting  farther 
taxation.  In  addition  also  lo  the  fsict,  that  the  majority 
have  ahready  paid  a  stamp  duty  on  their  diploma,  the 
Committee  would  state,  the  University-of-Oxford- 
Commission  recommends  the  abolition  qf  the  stan^ 
duties  on  matriculation,  and  on  certificates  for  degrees, 
thus  affording  an  example  worthy  the  consideration  of 
the  College. 

The  Committee  wo«ld  state,  that  they  deeply  regret 
there  sre  perwms  practising  as  physicians  whose  conduct 
renders  them  unfit  to  be  Incorporated  with  the  general 
body  J  but  as  such  are  to  be  ftmnd  in  every  dass,  they 
thfaik  it  both  impolitSo  and  niqust  to  single  oat  one 
dass,  or  more^  for  spedal  inqniry.    Fnrtheri  honvfer 
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«Bftt  floy  one  nmy  be,  tfiej  think  no  one  shonld  be 
deprifcd  of  hit  pootion  and  privilege  by  en  irraponaible 
Boerd,  however  dcsgnaied,  nor  withont  en  impertial 
Inqniry,  acoordinc  to  legal  forna,  and  under  the  goid- 
anee  of  a  written  oode  of  medical  Uwa,  to  be  appended 
to,  or  embodied  in,  the  Charter. 

The  Committee  obeerve  that  it  b  now  toa  years  aiooe 
the  organization  of  the  Pbyiiciaaaof  England  was  firrt 
nndertaken  by  the  College,  and  that  thia  ii  the  third 
Draft  Charter  which  it  hae  edited.  It  ii  obrioos  that 
thii  will  never  pam  into  law,  and  that  another  attempt 
will  have  to  be  made.  On  every  aooonnt  the  Committee 
regret  these  repeated  fulnree,  being  conriooed  that  they 
are  iojnrions  to  all  partiee;  and  they  cannot  bat  oige 
noft  earnestly  upon  the  College  the  propriety  and 
wisdom  of  asoertaining  by  foil  and  free  commaaication, 
the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the  Physicians  of  England, 
resident  both  in  London  and  the  provinces — not  only  as 
to  the  terms  of  incorporation,  bat  also  as  to  the  fatfpre 
government  of  the  College ;  so  that  they  may  be  all 
united  into  one  body,  jealous  of  the  honour  of  the 
profession,  able  to  defend  and  maintain  its  dignity, 
sealoua  for  the  advancement  of  medical  science,  and 
anxious  for  its  applications  to  all  thoee  great  improve- 
ments in  social  economy  which  the  age  so  earnestly 
demands. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  frdthfnl  Servant, 
THOMAS  LAYCOCK, 

Hon.  8«e.  to  tlM  Attocirtod  BztapUibon  Uewitlotw. 

York,  June  10,  1852. 


THE  MEMORIAL  OF  THE  EXTRA-URBEM 
LICENTIATES,  AND  THE  NEW  CHARTER 
OP  THE  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 


The  foltowing  letter  has  been  received  by  Dr.  Laycock 
ikomDr.  Hawkins,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  Memorial 
•of  the  Associated  Eztra-Urbem  Licentiates : — 

•*  Collega  of  PhytiduB.  Loodoo,  Jsm  tS,  I»l 

"  Sir,— I  beg  to  inform  you  that  your  Memorial, 
addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  has  been  hud  before  a  Committee  of  the 
College,  and  has  been  recdved  by  them  with  the 
attention  due  to  it.  I  am  directed,  however,  to  state 
that  no  further  measures  can  be  taken  at  present 
towards  obtaining  a  new  Charter  for  the  College,  on 
account  of  the  impossibility  of  procuring  an  Act  from 
•the  present  Parliament.  And  I  am  to  assure  you  that, 
before  any  settlement  .ia  come  to  between  the  College 
and  the  Government,  the  arguments  contained  in  your 
Memorial  shall  receive  the  fullest  consideration. 
'*  I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 
«  FRANCIS  HAWKINS,  M.D.,  Registrar. 

^*  To  Dr.  Laycock,  &c.,&o.,  &c." 


€utufukiBt* 


D|t.  COWAN*S  PROPOSED  ALTERATION  OF 
THE  "JOURNAL." 


JMietfondAvftai 


Jb  ike  BdUtr^fikt 


SiK, — Aa  Dr.  Cowan  i^  abont  to 
alteration  in  the  publications  of  the  Aasocistion,  tfat 
present  is  the  fit  tiiM  finr  the  membera  to  state  Char 
opinions ;  and  as  one  who  for  aoase  yean  has  rqoioed 
in  the  weU-being  and  wett-doing  of  the  Society,  I 
venture  to  make  a  lew  remarks,  which  I  ahall  be  fkdts 
have  waerted  in  the  nest  number  of  the  Javml,  thst 
they  may  be  oonaidcted  before  the  Oxford  meeliag. 

An  objection  oi^aome  importance  in  these  timet,  u- 
made  by  those  who  view  it  as  a  commercial  qoestioD— 
that  for  the  guinea  subscriptioa  they  do  not  reoflifS 
twenty-.one  shillings'  value.  They  say  that  they  oaly  ksfs 
a  Joumai  twice  a  month,  and  now  and  then  sooas  csM 
and  essays  sewn  together.  Now,  certainly  this  oagbt 
not  to  cost  a  guinea.  If  we  look  at  the  Medieel  Tfnai 
and  GazeiU'—tk  good  weekly  paper— we  find  that  the 
publisher  supplies  it  at  25s.  a  year.  If  it  were  to  cone 
out  fortnightly  it  would  be  12s.  6d.  a  year.  Now  the 
ooet  of  the  JowrmU  is  19s.  4d  a  year,  inateod  of  12s.  6d. 
But  it  ought  to  be  much  less  than  the  price  of  the 
Medical  Timet,  for  there  is  no  person  to  be  paid  except 
the  editor  and  the  printer.  There  is  not,  as  is  the  cue 
with  the  London  Medical  Journals,  a  weekly  smoost 
payable  to  home  and  foreign  correspondenfei,  no  nib- 
editors,  no  occasional  contributors,  no  publisher,  tad 
lastly,  no  proprietor  to  receive  remuneration  and  profiti 
out  of  the  returns.  Surely  then  a  weekly  joorosl  ooald 
be  and  ought  to  be  issued  at  a  less  expense  tfasn  the 
fortnightly  one  now  is.  The  "  Transactions,"  too» 
have  mach  fallen  off.  Instead  of  being  published  ins 
bound  annual  volume  of  500  or  600  pages,  there  are 
now  irr^^lar  delireries  of  a  **part*'  in  a  paper  cover. 
As  regards  material,  there  have  been  and  now  freqaeotly 
are,  highly  important  and  interesting  communicstioiis, 
both  in  the  Joumai  and  "  Transactions."  Bat  I 
would  surest  that  their  pages,  being  for  the  perassl  of 
practitioners  rather  than  of  stodents,  are  not  adapted 
for  the  publication  of  courses  of  lectures.  As  yoa,  Sir, 
remark  in  your  hMt  article,  it  is  to  the  memhen  thst 
the  Editor  looks  for  papers  and  cases ;  and  they  ooghtto 
be  supplied  in  abundance  sufficient  for  you  to  hare  sa 
ample  choice.  All  will  agree  that  the  larger  the 
Association,  the  more  efficient  it  will  be;  ittherefoie 
behoves  the  Council  to  use  every  effort  to  induce  all 
regular  practitioners  to  become  members,  and  I  saggest, 
as  a  means  of  increasing  our  numbers : — 1st  That  the 
Joumai  shall  be  published  weekly,  improved  by  \n(<mg 
more  spirit  into  the  leading  articles,  and  giving  mof* 
general  intelligence,  so  as  to  preclude  the  neoesnty 
(which  at  present  exists)  for  every  member  to  tsfce  >» 
also  a  London  Medical  Journal  to  learn  what  is  pssnof 
in  the  medical  world.  2nd.  To  improve  and  inoewe 
the  "  Transactions"  by  adding  to  their  quality  sad 
quantity ;  or,  by  omitting  them  altogether,  to  lessea  the 
subscription  from  21s.  to   ISa.,  or  to  oontinne  the 
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Ipretent  amoniit  and  reserve  5s.  as  each  member't  fnb- 
«aripiioii'towards  a  Provident  Medical  Fund. 

Sach,  Sir,  are  the  remarks  which,  ia  all  good  feeling 
«iid  friandship,  I  offer  to  the  memben  of  the  Assoda- 
tion ;  and  I  am  ready  to  acquiesce  in  any  improvement 
^ivWcli  may  be  made  in  Mther  or  any  of  the  Society's 
jpublicatioiis. 

I  am,  Sir^  yonr  obedient  lervaiit, 

W 

Jnne  26,  1852. 


MEDICAL   ETHICS. 

Gbntlim  BN, — ^Tbe  above  subject  has  long  and  seri- 
misly  occupied  the  professional  mind  of  thu  country, 
and  is  assuming  a  fresh  importance  week  by  week,  both 
anong  the  periodicab  and  various  Societies  throughout 
England,  on  account  of  the  evils  which  do  arise  from 
the  want  of  corporate  government.  Under  thera  cur- 
eomstances  would  you  permit  me  to  suggest,  that  it 
would  be  well  if  some  of  the  older  and  more  influential 
of  our  body  would  turn  their  attention  immediately  to 
the  subject,  and  propose  some  feasible  remedy  for  such 
evila  at  the  forthoomiog  annual  meeting  at  Oiford.  I 
am  aware  that  a  proposition  for  a  Medical  Reform 
Bill  will  then  be  submitted  by  the  Council  to  the 
Aasodation,  which  will  deal  with  the  heavier  grievances 
under  which  we  all  labour ;  but  there  are  many  minor 
onea  which  that  Bill  would  never  reach,  and  it  is  to 
these  I  would  now  draw  attention. 

It  is  clear  to  everbody  that  the  profession  is  always 
increasing  in  members,  and  that  there  is  no  guarantee 
that  they  shall  all  be  honourable  men,  and  kept  honour- 
able, but  that  in  the  heat  of  the  race  each  one  is  left  to 
lus  own  discretion^  to  benefit  himself,  or  damage  his 
neighbour,  by  whatsoever  means  he  thinka  fit.  It  may 
be  true  that  persons  of  downright  bad  character  are 
oompamtively  rare  amongst  us,  and  that  we  exhibit  as 
a  whole  a  very  noble  combination  of  talent,  learning, 
honour,  benevolence,  and  truth;  bat  still  the  above 
state  of  things  ought  not  to  exist,  especially  when  we 
know  that  one  bad  man  is  enough  to  sow  discord 
amongst  many  good  ones,  and  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
even  the  most  eminent  cmd  most  amiable  amongst  us 
•re  apt  to  fell  out,  and  to  remain  alienated  from  each 
other,  because  their  sense  of  -pride — or  dignity,  if  yon 
will,  will  not  permit  them  to  make  the  first  advances  to 
reconciliation,  and  also  because  there  is  no  proper 
medium  through  which  such  desirable  reconciliation 
may  be  effected.  -     *• 

Now,  what  I  would  propose,  and  what  some  gentle- 
men of  g^reater  age  and  influence  might  readily  carry 
oat,  or  at  least  lay  the  foundation  of,  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Association,  is  a  scheme  by  which  the  Coundl 
might  appoint  boards  of  umpires  within  each  convenient 
diatrict  to  whom  all  differences  amongst  members  might 
be  submitted  for  arbitration.  Although  such  institutions 
€Ould  aifeet  the  members  of  the  Association  alone  in  a 
direct  manner,  yet,  indirectly,  they  would  exercise  a 
▼ery  wholesome  influence  on  the  entire  profession,  and 
be  an  excellent  temporary  substitute  for  that  more 


universal  corporate  government  which  must,  sooiier  or 
later,  prevail  amongst  ni. 

There  are  some  offences  that  should,  and,  I  am 
informed  will  soon  be  positivdy  unoompromiaable  and 
penal ;  such  as,  firstly,  the  semi  or  extrm-professional 
oflfence  of  adventuring  to  practise  without  any  l^gal 
diploma  at  all ;  secondly,  the  fraudulent  assumption  of 
additional  titles  and  honors  by  certain  members  of  the 
profession,  obviously  with  the  view  of  elevating  their 
own  importance  as  compared  with  others,  and  who  are 
dVidently  only  one  romove  from  the  open  and  undis- 
guised quack;  thirdly,  those  who  practise  the  bill- 
sticking and  advertising  system.  The  first  of  these, 
never  belonging  to  us,  will  simply  be  prevented  from 
attempting  to  make  it  appear  as  if  they  were  medical 
men;  and  die  two  latter  classes  can  only  be  visited  with 
expulsion  under'  any  sound  regnUtions  that  may  bo 
framed  for  professional  government. 
^  Besides  such  gross  derdietions  as  the  above,  however, 
there  are  sundry  lesser  deviatioits  from  strict  rectitude, 
leading  to  differences  which  such  boards  of  umpires 
might  easily  heal.  Many  differences  often  do  ariso, 
not  from  any  real  or  actual  cause,  but  from  misreports 
of  the  truth,  or  from  the  intermeddling  of  "  good- 
natured  friends;"  which  differences  are  prevented  from 
being  arranged  by  that  sense  of  personal  pride  or  dignity 
above  adverted  to.  Many  talented,  amiable,  and  high- 
minded  men  are  thus  kept  permanently  aloof  from  each 
oth6r,  who  might  otherwise  easily  come  to  explanations 
which  would  terminate  In  a  generous  and  brotherly 
friendship.  There  are  also  many  underworkings, 
whether  of  a  scientific  or  a  monetary  character,  yet  all 
springing  from  rivalry  or  jealousy  in  some  shape  or 
other,  which  have  for  their  object  the  depreciation  of 
other  men's  talents  and  virtues,  and  the  depriving  them 
of  their  practice  by  innumerable  little  tricks,  all  of 
which  it  would  be  impossible  to  mention,  but  which 
each  one  can  understand  according  to  his  own  expe- 
rience. These  annoyances,  which  every  man,  I  believe, 
has  felt  at  one  time  or  other,  along  with  the  evils  of 
ruinous  contractings  and  competition,  especially  in  the 
parochial  and  dub  systems,  are  really  deserving  of  grave 
attention.  The  very  actors  themselves  in  these  cases 
condemn  the  nuisance,  but  say  they  cannot  help  it; 
they  must  do  as  others  do,  in  sdf-defence,  because  they 
must  live;  and  all  of  them  yearn  with  one  mind  for 
some  authoritative  interference.  Let  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association  take  the  lead,  and  wo 
may  then  have  some'  hope. 

I  remain,  &c., 

June  19,  1852.  VOX. 


LANCASHIRE    AND    CH«:SHIRE    BRANCH 
MEETING. 

7b  the  Bdiior  qf  thg  Provintial  Medical  and  Swyieal 
Journal, 
Sib,— As  I  shall  not  be  able  to  forward  you  a  report 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  late  anniversary  of  the  Lanca- 
shire and  Cheshire  Branch,  in  time  for  insertion  in  the 
forthcoming  number  of  the  Journal,  I  hope  you  will 
excuse  me  intruding  this  brief  communication  upon 
you,  and  b^  the  fevour  of  its  insertion  in  Wednesday's 
Jommai* 
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Fro«  the  fart  CTfaWwhwiwt  of  OBT  Blanch,  the  mem- 
han  have  paid  their  own  local  cxpenaei ;  the  Couual 
anihorising  die  Seaetary  to  call  lor  a  sahfeription 
frtHiiefU  be  fonnd  it  leqnmte.  The  nnoertainty  of 
Hue  Mode  of  prooeeding,  m  the  aemben  not  knowiag 
how  nnch  Ihey  night  be  in  anear,  if  they  did  not 
attend  the  annnal  meetiagF,  indooed  the  Coundl  in 
1849»  to  alter  the  rules  and  render  it  obligatory  for 
each  member  lo  pay  2i.  6d.  annoally,  towards  decay- 
ing the  incidental  necessary  expenses ;  the  consequence 
of  which  has  been,  that  although  the  Association  at  tha» 
time  was  in  debt  to  the  Secretary,  we  were  enabled,  out 
of  our  snrplns,  on  Wednesday  last,  to  vote  a  donation  of 
£b  to  the  Benerolent  Fond,  which  I  hare  handed  over 
to  Mr.  Newnham* 

As  the  Association  will  be  holding  its  meeting  at 
Oxford,  before  the  day  of  yoor  iasoing  another  pnblica- 
tion,  I  shall  be  obliged  by  yoor  inserting  this,  in  the 
hope  that  it  may  draw  the  attention  of  my  brother 
Associates  to  so  gratifying  a  result,  and  that  they  nly 
induce  their  different  branches  to  follow  our  example. 

We  none  of  us  *'  grudge  "  the  2s.  6d.  If  we  were  to 
csll  upon  the  Association  for  a  seventh  part  of  our 
subscriptions,  we  should  saddle  the  Parent  Association 
with  an  annual  payment  of  nearly  i^l8,  as  we  number 
about  120  members. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  HATTON, 

July  3,  1852*  Hon.  Sec. 
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ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted/members  on 
the  18th  of  June :— Alfred  James  Barker,  Paramatta, 
Australia;  George  Fredericlc  Dansey,  Blandford, 
Dorset;  Daniel  Gwynne,  Brighton;  Frederick  Lewis 
Leonard,  Royal  Navy;  Charles  Lewis,  Killamey; 
Robert  Marsland,  Manchester;  Charles  Palmer, 
Kirton-in-Lindsey,  Lincolnshire;  Samuel  S.  Skiptoo, 
London;  Charles  Tanrrette,  Mauritius;  Thomas 
Wigglesworth,  Coleford,  Gloucestershire. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  also  admitted  on  the 
25th  of  June : — Robert  Joseph  Biggs,  Kingswood  Hill, 
Gloucestershire;  Joseph  Cockshott,  Dublin;  William 
Collingwood,  Camberwell;  Nathaniel  James  Grant, 
Thayer  Street,  Manchester  Square;  Thomas  Edward 
Halls,  Horselydown ;  William  Little,  Corsham,  Wilt- 
shire; John  Mageniss,  Beltorbet,  county  Cavan; 
Eugene  O'Neile,  Cora;  Charles  Frederick  Perceval, 
Kilnore  Hill,  Waterford ;  Matthew  Bass  Smith,  Loutji, 
Lincolnshire;  Alderman  Thomas  Houghton  Waters, 
Minley  Manor-house,  Hants;  Thomas  Westropp, 
Ardeanny,  oo.  Limerick., 


SOCIETY  OP  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  the  1 7th  of  June : — 
AfthorDiz,  Beeoh  Street,  Barbican;  George  Pndde, 
Camberwell;  John  Reynolds  Salter,  Exeter;  Peter 
Vincent  Tmiothy,  Redeross  Street,  Barbican. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  the  24th  of  June  :— 
James  Atkinson,  Malton,  Yorkshire ;  George  Dransfieid 
Brown,  Croydon ;  Merrick  Lloyd  Burrows,  Dunkirk, 
Dtvtoes;   Mawiee  DavU,  Thame,  Oxon;  George  D. 

fBttii}  Thomaa  Aitindale  HuMiiley,  Alfoid, 


Lencashire ;  Henry  Janline,  London;  Richard  Balloar 
Reid,  liverpool ;  Anthony  Ridley,  Sunderland;  Robt. 
Todd,  Edinbnigh. 


THE   ROYAL   SOCIETY. 

la  the  Bit  of  aewly-deeted  Fellowa  of  the  Rsfs^ 
Society,  we  are  happy  to  perceive  the  name  of  John. 
Higginbottom,  Esq.,  suigeon,  of  Nottingham.  His 
contributions  to  medical  science,  aa  well  as  those  ia 
connection  with  a  branch  of  natural  history  not  gener- 
ally understood,  have  well  entitled  him  to  that  disda- 
gnisned  honour  whidi  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Society 
has  conferred  upon  him. 


OBITUARY. 

Joe  28th,  at  Kiswilliam  Street,  Hnddenfidd,  i«eA 
41  years.  Dr.  John  Tsylor,  Physician  to  the  Hnddm- 
field  Infirmary,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Flif- 
aidans,  and  late  Professor  of  Clinical  Medidoe,. 
University  College,  London. 

Lately,  on  his  passage  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Dr.  Ingram,  surgeon  of  the  Oloriene,  from  disesse  of 
thel 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

BATH     AND     BRISTOL     BBANCH. 

The  annnal  meeting  of  the  Bath  and  Bristol  Breath 
will  be  heM  on  Thursday,  July  15,  in  the  Board  Roo» 
of  the  Bath  General  Hospital,  Union  Street,  at  2  r.M., 
when  Dr.  Symonds  will  resign  the  chair  to  Geoi|e 
Norman,  Esq.,  President-Elect. 

After  the  Report  has  been  read  and  the  ordinsiy 
business  transacted,  John  Grant  WUson,  Esq.,  wiH 
propose  chat  the  following  resolution  be  adopted  by  tUs 
Branch,  and  recommended  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Parent  Association  at  its  next  Anniversary  :— 

*'  That  the  Members  of  this  Branch  of  the  Vronaad 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  feeling  moat  stroagly 
tbe  gross  injustice  of  being  expected  to  furnish  gistai- 
tously  a  private  report  of  the  healthful  oonditiOQ  cr 
otherwise  of  their  patients  to  any  Life-insurance  Com- 
pany that  may  choose  to  apply  for  il,  and  being  folly 
convinced  that  the  information  so  supplied  is  for  the 
security  and  advantage  of  the  insurer  rather  than  the 
individual  hisoring,  do  hereby  express  theb  deCermiaa- 
tion  not  to  reply  to  any  questions  submitted  to  thsm 
by  an  Insurance  office  that  does  not  transmit  with  the 
questions  a  suitable  fee." 

Members  having  any  communications  for  the  mcetiog 
are  requested  to  give  notice  of  them  to  the  Secretsrisi*  ' 

The  Dinner  will  be  at  tbe  Castle  Hotel,  at  half-psst 
five  o'clock.  Dinner  tickets,  including  dinner,  winesr. 
coffee,  and  waiters,  148.  each. 

J.  S.  BARTRUM, 

Bath,  41,  Gay  Street  J.  COLTHUKST, 

Clifton,  11,  The  Man.  Hon  Secretsriss. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Comniinieations  have  been  received  fVom  Mr.  FsCeneo. 
Dr.  Ktrkman,  Dr.  Cotton,  Dr.  Bayes,  Oonhis  Apeitss, 
Dr.  Tilt,  Dr.  Sandwith.  Bfr.  Cowley,  Mr.Hawtayne. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  commnnicatioiis  cob* 
nected  with  the  Sditarhd  departmmU  beeentto  J.  H. 
Walsh,  Esq.,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester.  Pteeels 
and  books  for  review  may  be  addressed  to  the  ewe  «C 
Mr.  ChurehlU,  PHneee  SCieet,  8oho, 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGJCAL  JOURNAL. 


ON 

A  VARIETY  OF  LATENT  PNEUMONIA. 
By  C.  M.  DURRANT,  M.D., 

rBiueiAN  to  tmm  bait  tvttout  a»d  xrtwjca  aotriTAU 
Xeai  before  the.  Mcetiog  of  the  Sufdk  Bnmch,  held  Jvae  SBth,  18St. 

Many  cases  of  a  form  of  pneumonia  haTing  presented 
tliemselTes  to  my  notice,  both  in  liospital  and  private 
practice,  daring  the  past  two  years,  in  which  the  general 
symptoms  in  reference!  equally  to  the  patient  as  to  the 
observer,  have  been  so  slight,  (the  disease  at  the  same 
time  being  extensive  in  its  pathological  results,)  that  I 
have  deemed  it  not  an  unfit  subject  to  bring  before  the 
present  meeting. 

In  the  last  volume  of  the  '*  Transactions"  of  our 
Association,  there  is  a  paper  by  Mr.  Caleb  Williams 
upon  **  The  Present  Type  and  Character  of  Disease." 
Iliis  paper  is  one  of  great  value,  as  setting  before  the 
profession  in  the  clearest  manner  the  altered  type  of 
disease  generally  in  the  present  day,  as  combined  with 
the  diaracter  which  obtained  to  the  majority  of  disorders 
some  twenty-five  years  ago. 

I  have  ventured  upon  this  digression— first,  because  it 
gives  me  aji  opportunity  of  strongly  recommendSAg  the 
perusal  of  Mr.  Williams's  paper;  and,  secondly,  because 
in  the  very  latent  form  of  pneumonia  to  which  I  am 
about  to  direct  your  attention,  the  existence  of  the 
present  constitutional  character  of  disease  exerts,  if  not 
a  primary,  a  very  strongly  modifying  influence. 

The  83rmptoms  as  occurring  in  private  practice  may 
periiq>s  be  best  detailed  by  the  brief  recital  of  a  case 
which  presented  itself  to  my  notice  a  few  weeks  ago  : — 

The  patient,  a  middle-aged  man,  and  a  stranger  to 
me,  commenced  the  description  of  his  sensations  by 
si^g, — "Doctor,  I  am  not  well,  and  I  cannot 'tell 
what  aila  me.  I  am  not  aware  that  I  have  taken  cold; 
I  have  no  oongh,  and  no  pain,  but  still  I  feel  a  sensation 
of  weight  in  my  side  that  reminds  me  continually  that  I 
have  a  side.  These  feelings  of  malaite  (he  continoed) 
have  been  upon  me  for  nearly  three  weeks."  Upon 
inqoiring  if  his  breathing  were  affected,  he  replied : — 
"  Now  you  direct  my  attention  to  the  drcumstanee,  it 
eortainly  has  been  somewhat  short  at  times,  but  I  have 
not  thought  much  of  it. "  This  gentleman's  counteiiance 
was  dull,  and  his  cheeks  reddish ;  the  eyes  heavy,  and 
the  conjunctive  slightly  yellow;  tongue  not  much 
coated,  and  moist;  pulse  80,  of  moderate  strength; 
bveathing  at  the  time  of  examination  not  acoeleialed; 
boweU  sluggish;  urine  occasionally  depositing  a  sedi- 
ment. His  appetite,  he  said,  was  "  too  good/'  a«d  he 
slept  well,  and  the  temperature  of  the  skin  was  but 
slightly  above  the  natural  standaitl.  Upon  baiwg  the 
chest  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  sthethosoopic  exami- 
nation, I  lound  that  the  ribs  upon  the  right  side  acted 
kfli  £reely  than  cm  the  left,  and  over  •  very  large  poi4ion, 
Qcaily  two-thirds  of  that  lung,  the  respintory  mormnr 
(uaaffectod  by  poeftion,)  was  almost  inandible,  while 
the  sound  elicited  by  percussion  was  chaiacterialieaUy 
duU  to  •  corresponding  extent. 

Ho.  XT^JalySl,  ifM. 


This  case  required  a  steady  perseverance  in  the  treat- 
ment presently  to  be  advised,  before  a  return  of  the 
feelings  of  health  could  be  obtained,  and  which  occurred 
simultaneously  with  the  restoration  of  the  natural 
hreathing.  " 

I  have  endeavoured  thus  to  give,  in  the  somewhat 
graphic  language  of  the  patient  himself,  a  description  of 
the  very  few  symptoms,  and  these  the  most  prominent^ 
srhich  presented  themselves  in  this  obscure  form  of 
pneumonia,  and  which,  whether  occurring  in  what  was 
formerly  more  particularly  designated  the  plethoric 
constitution,  or  its  reverse ;  or  whether,  attacking  the 
well-fed  among  the  higher  classes,  or  the  labourer  and 
artizan,  still  the  symptoms  will  be  found  to  bear  no 
proportion  to  the  extent  of  lesion  to  which  the  disease 
gives  rise.  The  affection  under  consideration  is  essen- 
tially characterised  by  negative  results,— viz.,  an  absence 
of  those  symptoms  to  which  we  generally  refer  as  evi- 
dencing a  serious  interference  with  the  healthy  function 
of  respiration.  For  example  : — ^We  have  seldom  rigor 
coipplained  of  at  the  onset ;  the  countenance,  although 
doll  and  heavy,  is  not  anxious;  debility  is  almost 
universally  complained  of  as  a  leading  syn]l)[>tom ;  there 
is  in  general  no  severe  paih ;  the  cough,  if  there  be  any^ 
is  not  distressing,  and  the  amount  of  expectoratioa 
either  inappreciable,  or  if  more  abundant,  it  is  untinged. 
mucus ;  the  breathing  may  be  short,  but  not  sufficientlf 
hurried  to  attract  much  attention;  the  al»  nasi  are 
quiescent ;  the  skin  is  in  general  moist,  and  free  from 
that  pungent  heat  so  characteristic  of  the  more  acute 
form  of  attack;  the  pulse  is  either  natural  in  fre- 
quency, or  but  slightly  accelerated,  rarely  above  90 ; 
the  urine  is  for  the  most  part  free  from  deposit,  and  in 
sufficient  quantity.  The  physical  signs,  however,  are 
well  marked,  and  will,  if  carefully  sought  for,  nnftil- 
ingly  indicate  the  true  nature  of  what,  without  this  aid» 
must  often  be  doubtful  and  embarrassing. 

The  tendency  of  this  form  of  pneumonia,  so  far  ae 
my  own  observations  have  led  me  to  observe,  has  been 
towards  recovery.  Tedious, — very  tedious,  both  to 
patient  and  practitioner,  it  will  sometimes  prove;  but  I 
have  not  found,  provided  that  the  subject  of  the  attack 
be  not  already  labouring  under  phthisis,  that  it  other 
predisposes  to,  or  merges  into  that  malady. 

The  cause  of  this  disease,  is  not,  I  believe,  so  much, 
attributable  to  cold  as  to  a  disordered  condition  of  the 
primary  and  secondary  assimilative  processes,  inducing 
as  a  consequence  a  morbid  state  of  the  blood  itself;, 
this,  by  depressing  nervous  power,  subsequently  causes 
in  its  transit  through  the  lung,  irritation  and  congestion, 
followed  by  adynamic  inHammation,  with  exudation. 
Ibe  disease  may  pass  through  its  different  stages  with 
so  little  distotbanoe  to  the  pulmonary  organs,  that*  ae 
in  the  case  above  referred  to,  the  patient  will  attribute 
hn  disordered  feelings  to  any  but  the  right  cause. 

Since  writing  these  notes  T  have  seen  another  instance 
in  which  the  patient,  unconscious  of  the  existence  of 
any  serious  hmg  affisction  whatever,  (but  in  mhaat, 
nevertheless,  more  than  one  half  of  tlie  left  lung  was 
in  a  consolidated  state,)  attributed  all  his  discomlbit  to 
an  affection  of  the  stomach.    The  treatment  that  I  heve 
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hitherto  found  to  be  most  beneficial  has  been  chiefly 
confined  to  oounter-irptation,  the  guarded  introduction 
of  mercury,  (with  a  view  to  the  correction  of  morbid 
secretions^  an4l  carried  to  the  extreme  of  very  slightly 
affectmg  the  gums,)  the  iodide  of  potassium,  and  cod- 
Hver  oil. 

Venesection  is  in  no  case  called  for,  as  a  dangerous 
degree  of  depression  may  be  expected  to  follow  the  use 
of  depletory  measures.  Cupping,  or  even  leeches,  will 
seldom  be  needed,  unless  an  unusual  degree  of  pain  be 
complained  of,  which  is  quite  contrary  to  what  ordi- 
narily obtains.  Blisters  will  be  found  to  be  of  signal 
service,  and  these  must  be  repeated  again  and  again, 
not  kept  open,  but  permitted  to  heal;  and  their 
renewal,  as  well  as  any  change  of  locality,  must  be 
influenced  by  the  result  of  carefully-repeated  stethoscopic 
investigation.  Should  any  indication  of  an  indurated 
portion  of  lung  remain  after  the  application  of  finom  three 
to  five  blisters,  at  weekly  intervals,  a  strong  solution 
of  iodine  (one  drachm  of  iodine,  and  half  a  drachm 
of  iodide  of  potassium,  to  one  ounce  of  rectified  spirit,) 
painted,  if  it  can  be  borne,  once  daily  over  the  affected 
spot,  will  be  found  at  this  stage  very  useful.  If  the 
■ecretions  be  much  deranged,  small  doses  of  the  by- 
diargyrum  cum  cretk  should  be  given,  slightly,  and  only 
slightly,  to  affect  the  gums ;  or  what  will  then  be  found 
to  be  a  still  better  form  is  the  bichloride,  in  doses  of 
one-sixteenth  of  a  grain,  night  and  morning.  Iodide 
of  potassium,  with  alkaline  salines,  will  be  called  for, 
to  be  followed  by  cod-liver  oil,  in  doses  from  a  tea- 
spoonful  to  a  tablespoonful  thrice  a  day.  This  latter 
remedy  has  given  me  much  satisfaction  in  the  treatment 
of  pulmonary  indurations  of  an  adynamic  character ; 
and  it  has  exerted  a  very  marked  influence  in  promoting 
the  absorption  of  morbid  exudation.  This,  I  presume, 
it  can  alone  effect  by  improving  the  condition  of  the 
general  health. 


TREATMENT  OF  EEYSIPELAS  BY  THE 
MUEIATED  TINCTURE  OF  IRON. 

By  W.  H.  ranking,   M.D.,   Cantab., 

rSTIICIAII  TO  THB  HOBFOLX  AITO  SOBWIOK  HOSFITAL. 


SMd  before  the  Meeting  of  the  Suflblk  Branch,  June  25th,  1853. 

It  has  always  been  my  opinion  that  the  communi- 
cations most  suitable  to  the  brief  reunions  which  take 
place  at  these  anniversaries  of  the  several  Branches  of 
the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  are 
those  which  are  able  to  convey  practical  inibrmation  in 
few  words;  for  this  reason  I  have  selected  for  your 
attention  a  case  which  has  recently  come  under  my 
Botice,  and  in  which  a  method  of  treatment  not  com- 
monly followed  has  proved  eminently  successful.  I 
allude  to  the  treatment  of  erysipelas  by  the  muriated 
tincture  of  iron.    The  case  is  as  follows  : — 

Cherlotte  Andrews,  aged  23,  a  fat  strumous  girl,  was 


admitted  into  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital  vrier 
my  care,  in  April,  for  engoiged  and  suppurating  oeniol 
glands,  which  were  treated  by  generous  diet,  ood^Iiicr 
oil,  free  lancing,  and  subsequent  dressing  withtheiodide 
of  lead  ointment,  an  application  which  I  may  sWe 
in  passing,  appears  to  me  to  be  more  suitable  to  tm- 
fulous  ulcers  than  any  other  with  which  I  am  aoqinatBi 
Under  this  treatment  her  progress  was  all  that  ooold  be 
desired,  until  the  26th  of  May,  idien  my  attention  «« 
called  to  an  erysipelatous  redness  over  the  right  brasL 
This  quickly  extended,  and  in  spite  of  the  asaidnau 
endeavour  on  the  part  of  our  intelligent  house-smseon, 
to  limit  its  boundaries  by  the  nitrate  of  silver,  it  tool 
invaded  the  head  and  &ce,  inducing  those  serion 
symptoms  which  are  observed  in  these  cases.  As  aoea 
as  the  disease  fully  declared  itself,  no  time  was  lot,  m 
is  my  invariable  custom,  in  sustaining  the  powen  of 
the  patient  by  wine,  beef-tea,  and  ammonia,  the  knl 
application  being  flour. 

On  the  28th,  the  disease  had  continued  to  extend, 
and  as  the  patient  was  losing  strength  the  ammoaii 
was  replaced  by  quinine. 

On  the  29th,  the  report  is  that  the  erysipelas  hai 
occupied  the  entire  head  and  fiice.  and  was  creqxag 
down  the  back.  The  patient  was  delirious,  with  diy 
tongue  and  feeble  pulse  of  130. 

On  the  30th  she  was  still  worse,  the  tongue  wu 
more  dry  and  dark,  and  diarrhoea  was  added  to  the  otfas 
unfavourable  symptoms.  Wine  was  given  in  incnaanf 
quantities,  so  that  she  took  more  than  a  bottle  in  tke 
twenty.four  hours. 

June  1st. — She  was  still  more  depressed;  poise  140, 
flattering ;  the  face  livid,  and  she  speared  to  be  tet 
sinking.  At  this  time  I  determined  to  administer  the 
muriated  tincture  of  iron,  as  recommended  by  Mf* 
Bell,  of  Edinburgh,  and  did  so,  as  will  be  seen,  witbib 
best  results.  The  dose  was  forty  minims  in  water, 
every  three  hours.  In  the  evening,  after  three  dots, 
the  pulse  was  still  140,  but  had  more  resistance  to  tiie 
finger,  and  she  was  left  for  ^e  night,  with  orders  to 
continue  the  medicine  and  wine. 

On  the  2nd  there  was  a  most  marvellous  change  for 
the  better.  The  tongue,  which  the  day  before  was  Sij 
and  dark,  was  now  moist  and  cleaner,  the  pnise  hid 
sunk  to  120,  and  the  patient  was  able  to  raise  berK^ 
in  bed.  The  hce  was  desquamating  and  her  odIt 
complaint  was  urgent  thirst,  which  was  gratified  wi& 
water  ad  libiium. 

3rd.— I  continued  tlie  iron  in  doses  of  thirtr-ai 
drops.  The  improvement  was  still  more  manifest;  the 
face  had  become  more  natural  in  appearance,  and  the 
was  pronounced  out  of  danger.  From  this  time  hff 
recovery  was  unmterrupted. 

Knowing  how  difficult  it  is  to  establish  a  medical/*^' 
I  am  prepared  to  find  that  some  of  my  hearers  ntfy 
dispute  the  agency  of  the  iron  in  this  girl's  recovery.  Ob 
this  point  I  would  only  say,  that  prior  to  her  taking  "^ 
medicine  she  lost  ground  hourly,  in  spite  of  the  ft(» 
exhibition  of  wine,  ammonia,  and  quinine;  and  thatanw 
three  or  four  doses  a  perceptible  advantage  had  heoi 
gained,  which  advantage  was  rendered  indispotableoothe 
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next  tlay  by  the  improyed  oondition  of  the  pulse  and 
toDgue,  and  the  rapid  snbsideiice  of  the  cntaneoas 
eDgorgement. 

I  take  no  credit  to  myself  for  this  mode  of  treating 
erysipelas,  bat  most  willingly  record  my  obligation  to 
Mr.  Bell,  of  Edinburgh,  who  published  a  paper  on  the 
Babject  in  the  Monthly  Journal  qf  Medical  Sciences 
for  Jane,  1851.  That  gentleman's  testimony  as  to 
the  Talue  of  this  treatment  is  most  strong;  he  says  that 
in  every  instance  in  his  practice  it  has  been  saccessful. 
His  brother,  Dr.  Charles  Bell,  is  equally  impressed 
in  its  favonr ;  and  he  states  that  it  not  only  lemoves 
the  disease  in  a  short  time,  bat  also  renders  the 
patient  less  susceptible  of  returns  of  the  disease.  In 
pursuing  the  chalybeate  treatment  of  erysypelas,  Mr. 
Bell  regards  it  as  important  to  bring  the  system 
npidly  under  its  influence,  and  acting  on  this  conviction, 
I  gave  in  the  case  above  related  even  larger  doses  than 
Mr.  Bell  had  sanctioned.  t 

Although  the  case  I  hfkve  related  was  an  instance  of 
idiopathic  erysipelas,  the  treatment  is  said  to  be  equally 
beneficial  in  the  traumatic  form,  and  in  infantile 
erysipelas.  Of  the  latter,  Mr.  Bell  details  some  remark- 
ably interesting  cases. 


CASE  OF  PUEEPEEAL  CONVULSIONS. 
Bt  ROBERT  MARTIN,  Esa.,  Holbbook. 

Bead  befim  the  Meetinf  of  the  SoiTDlk  Branch,  held  June  ^th,  1832. 

Mary  Cousins,  was  admitted  into  Pattingstone 
Union  House,  at  the  age  of  seven  weeks,  consequent  on 
her  mother  suffering  from  puerperal  mania.  The  mother 
remains  to  this  day  a  coniirmed  lunatic  in  Meltoh 
Asylum. 

Mary  Cousins,  the  infant,  was  reared  in  the  Union 
House,  and  the  nurse  who  had  charge  of  her  states  that 
she  was  frequently  the  subject  of  severe  sick  headache, 
which  at  times  confined  her  to  her  bed  for  days  together. 
She  was  early  placed  out  in  service,  and  but  little  is 
known  of  her,  till  her  readmission  to  the  Union  House, 
in  an  advanced  state  of  pregnancy.  Since  her  readmis- 
sion she  is  said  to  have  suffered  much  from  headache, 
but  never  reported  herself  nor  authorised  others  to 
report  her  to  the  medical  officer. 

Mary  Cousins,  aged  21  years,  primipara,  visited  by 
Mr.  Jarmain,  at  1  a.m..  May  3rd,  1852.  Was  in  the 
first  stage  of  labour,  with  slight  pains,  restless,  irritable, 
and  constantly  walking  about  the  room ;  pains  regular 
at  short  intervals,  producing  little  effect  on  ttic  os  uteri; 
was  suddenly  seized  with  convulsions,  on  the  subsidence 
of  which  she  was  conscious,  and  complained  of  pain  in 
the  head;  skin  temperate;  pulse  weak  at  the  wrists, 
but  strong  at  the  carotids ;  bladder  and  bowels  had  been 
freely  relieved. 

At  half-past  three  a.m.,  I  saw  her,  she  had  just 
recovered  from  a  severe  fit ;  was  conscious,  but  rather 
wandering ;  complained  of  headache ;  pupils  dilated ; 
fsoe  but  little  flushed  ;  pulse  100 ;  not  full,  nor  sharp. 


excepting  in  the  carotids ;  pains  regular  at  intervals  of 
four  or  five  minutes ;  os  uteri  dilated  to  nearly  the  sise 
of  a  crown  piece,  thin,  but  rigid ;  membranes  entire ; 
no  presentation  of  the  child  discoverable;  bled  to 
twenty  ounces  from  the  arm,  with  dedded^^impression  on. 
the  system;  several  pains  succeeded  without  fit;  the 
head,  however,  much  complained  of;  suddenly  seized 
with  a  severe  fit,  grinding  of  teeth,  torticollis,  opis- 
thotonos; the  tongue  was  protected  from  injury  by  a 
gag ;  at  the  termination  of  this  fit,  the  head  of  the 
foetus  was  advanced,  having  descended  to  the  hollow  of 
the  sacrum ;  during  the  fit  a  considerable  but  indefinite 
quantity  of  blood  was  lost  from  the  arm  into  the  bed, 
the  bandage  having  slipped ;  I  applied  the  forceps,  and 
delivery  was  speedily  and  easily  effected  at  half-past 
five,  a.m. 

The  birth  of  a  living  child  was  instantly  succeeded 
by  a  violent  fit,  with,  from  this  moment,  no  recurrence 
of  consciousness.  The  placenta  was  naturally  expelled 
a  few  minutes  after  the  fit,  with  more  than  usual  loss. 
The  uterus,  however,  quickly,  by  means  of  friction 
over  its  fundus  and  pressure,  contracted  firmly.  Coma 
like  a  heavy  sleep,  supervened,  without  stertor  or 
laryngismus ;  pulse  quick  and  feeble.  The  hair  was 
removed  firom  the  head,  and  cold  applications  employed ; 
ten  grains  of  calomel  were  placed  on  the  back  of  the 
tongue,  and  the  inside  of  the  cheeks  smeared  with 
croton  oil,  at  intervals  of  one  hour,  four  times,  without 
effect  on  the  bowels.  Mustard  poultices  were  applied 
to  the  feet,  and  the  region  of  the  cervical  vertebrse 
covered  by  a  flannel  wrung  from  hot  water,  and  soaked 
in  turpentine.  Coma  increased  in  intensity,  laryngismus, 
and  forcible  expiration.  At  ten  o'clock  a  few  ounces 
more  blood  were  drawn  from  the  arm ;  but  it  was  clear 
the  system  would'^not  bear  much,  and  death  closed  the 
scene  about  twelve  o'clock. 

Sectio-cadaveris, — Pericranium  healthy ;  calvarium 
natural  in  density  and  weight,  strongly  adherent  to  the 
dura  mater  at  the  vertex  only ;  dura  mater  natural  in 
general  appearance,  but  tensely  stretched  over  the  brain, 
especially  at  the  posterior  lobes  of  the  cerebrum,  and 
presenting  an  elevated  knotty  induration,  of  nearly  an 
inch  and  a  half  in  length,  over  the  superior  longitudinal 
sinus^  at  the  posterior  termination  of  the  sagittal 
suture,  where  it  had  been  adherent  to  the  calvarium, 
and  where  the  sinus  receives  the  parietal  veins.  An 
incision  made  below  this  tumefaction  into  the  superior 
longitudinal  sinus,  would  not  permit  the  fine  point  of 
my  blow-pipe  to  be  passed  forwards  through  its  track, 
although  it  was  permeable  by  air.  The  induration 
consisted  of  enlarged  Pacchionian  glands,  which  springing 
from  the  pia  mater,  had  thrust  the  floor  and  roof  of  the 
superior  longitudinal  sinus  against  the  calvarium,  and 
thus  obstructing  circulation  through  the  sinus;  ante- 
rior to  this  obstruction  the  sinus  was 'much  enlarged, 
and  would  readily  admit  my  index  finger;  it  contained 
several  clots  of  blood ;  on  cutting  round  the  dura 
mater  the  lobes  of  the  brain  expanded  with  an  audible 
noise ;  the  vessels  of  the  pia  mater  were  much  dis- 
tended wth  blood;  substance  of  the  brain  healthy; 
horizontal  sections  discovered  many  spots  of  effused 
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ooBg;aIa,  especially  in  the  right  posterior  lobe  ;  the 
yentricles  contained  no  flaid;  plexus  choroides  more 
pale,  and  less  vascular  than  usual ;  base  of  the  skull 
contained  three  ounces  and  a  half  of  bloody  serum, 
compressing  the  medulla  oblongata  at  the  foramen 
magnum* 

Now,  Mr.  President,  such  a  case  as  the  one  narrated, 
Tiewed  irrespectively  of  its  previous  history,  which  can 
sometimes  be  only  imperfectly,  and  at  other  times  not 
at  all  arrived  at,  presents  a  grave  question  to  the  prac- 
titioners, viz., — Do  the  epileptic  convulsions  depend 
solely  on  reflex  action  of  the  spinal  nerves,  or  is  that 
source  of  irritation  complicated  with  intra-cranial  patho- 
logy? On  the  first  supposition,  chloroform  to  allay 
spasm,  with  the  speediest  practicable  delivery  by  turning 
or  forceps,  would  be  indicated;  but  on  the  second, 
such  a  case  for  instance  as  that  of  Mary  Cousins,  I  fear 
chloroform  might  increase  cerebral  congestion,  while 
operative  measures,  without  its  anaesthetic  agency^  by 
augmenting  spinal  irritation,  might  hasten  the  &tal 
coma,  and  thus  rendering  necessary  tl&e  adoption  of  an 
ulterior  proceeding.  An  accurate  diagnosis  is,  therefore, 
of  the  utmost  importance. 

I  have  witnessed,  I  apprehend,  several  cases  of  both 
kinds,  cerebric  and  exoerebric,  or  at  least  I  hare  inferred 
so  from  the  results,  referring  to  reflex  action  those 
which  have  recovered,  leaving  no  trace  of  intra-cranial 
disturbance,  and  to  cerebric  origin  those  which  have 
died  in  which  my  dassiflcadon  has  been  guided  hjpott- 
mortem  inspection,  but  which  during  life  presented  no 
appreciable  difference  in  symptoms. 

Should  this  subject  have  occupied  tiie  attention  of 
yourself,  Mr.  President,  or  of  any  of  the  members  of 
this  Association,  I  shall  be  glad  to  learn  from  you 
a  means  of  clear  diagnosis  between  puerperal  epileptic 
convulsions  dependent  on  reflex  action  of  the  spinal 
nerves  simply,  and  those  which,  as  in  the  case  I  have 
narrated,  are  complicated  with  intra>cranial  pathology. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  that  distinguished 
physiologist.  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  on  this  subject,  I 
addressed  a  letter  to  him,  making  the  direct  inquiry  of 
diagnosis,  and  repressing  the  previous  history  of  the 
case  I  sent  its  detail.  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  read 
you  his  courteous  reply,  from  which  I  infer,  that  under 
any  circumstances  of  the  kind,  he  would  not  permit  his 
patient  to  die  without  the  performance  of  tracheotomy, 
and  it  is  possible  that  in  the  case  of  Mary  Cousins,  had 
it  been  resorted  to  before  the  lesion  of  vessels  occurred, 
life  mighi  have  been  preserved. 


CASE  OP  HAY  FEVER. 
Bt  WILLIAM  P.  KIRKMAN,  Esa.,  Melton. 

Bead  before  the  SaffoTx  Brmcb  Meeting,  June  SI,  18(3. 

Seiko  but  too  personally  concerned  in  the  following 
case,  I  am  mdnced  to  bring  before  your  notice  ttiis 
afternoon  some  brief  note*  of  a  very  troublesome  affec* 


tion,  which  has  as  yet  continued  to  bid  defiance  to  fte 
skill  of  the  most  eminent  and  lesxned  in  our  profiBssion; 
and  when  I  tell  you  that  I  am  annually  afflicted  widi 
this  **  thorn  in  the  flesh,"  and  have  been  for  the  last 
seven  years,  I  doubt  not  but  that  you  will  be  land 
though  to  give  my  case  your  favourable  considenitioa; 
that  I,  like  the  bee  which  gathers  honey  from  eveij 
flower,  and  lays  it  up  for  the  ensuing  year,  may,  from 
whatever  suggestions  you  shall  kindly  afford,  gathec 
such  an  amount  of  therapeutical  information,  as  viU 
give  me  the  chance  of  weilding  an  e&ctual  weapon,  with 
a  riew  to  the  down&l  of  my  annual  visitant. 

The  disease  presents  many  peculiarities,  but  littls  ii 
known  of  its  pathology ;  and  with  respect  to  its  core 
we  are  in  total  ignorance  of  any  remedial  agent,  Onieie 
is  one  circumstance  worth  remarking  before  I  proceed^ 
which  is,  that  very  probably  you  will,  before  I  have  ter- 
minated my  notes,  (brief  as  they  shall  be,)  havean  ocnUr 
demonstration  of  some  of  the  more  uigent  symptoms  of 
a  truly  distressing  affection,  commonly  known  under  Um 
name  of  catairhus  oestivus,  or  hay  fever.  Seeking  then, 
gentlemen,  your  valuable  ud,  I  proceed  to  give  as  con- 
dsely  and  plainly  as  possible  a  short  detail  of  my 
symptoms  as  they  annually  attack  me. 

Every  year,  at  about  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of 
May,  a  slight  irritability  and  sensation  of  soreness  at 
the  inner  canthi  of  both  eyes  is  experienced.  This  con- 
tinuee  on  and  off,  unaccompanied  by  any  other  marked 
symptoms,,  perhaps  for  three  or  four  days  (no  symp- 
toms of  febrile  irritation  whatever;;  to  these  aie 
shortiy  added  slight  laohrymation,  which  subaequenfly 
becomes  more  profuse,  and  continues  daily,  with 
irritation  at  the  inner  canthi,  to  increase ;  the  nostiibf 
one  dr  both,  become  obstructed,  and  this  is  soon 
followed  by  itching,  sensation  of  pricking  and  soreneis 
in  the  same  region;  the  Schneiderian  membrane  soir 
begins  to  secrete  a  quantity  of  thin  watery  fluid, 
calling  for  the  almost  incessant  use  of  the  pocket 
handkerchief;  in  fact,  by  the  commencement  of 
the  month  of  June,  ther^are  all  the  appearances  of 
what  is  vulgarly  called,  "a  running  cold ;"  these  dailyr 
but  gradually,  increase,  and  as  gradually  become  aooom- 
panied  by  other  concomitants,  until  about  the  end  of  Juie 
or  the  commencement  of  July,  when  the  affection  is  at 
its  height  and  presents  the  following  distressing  symp- 
toms :-^There  is  intense  itching  and  irritability  of  the 
conjunctivte,  especially  towards  the  inner  canthi,  as  weQ 
as  of  the  Schneiderian  membrane  $  profuse  lachzymstioD, 
and  when  the  attacks  are  severe,  considerable  intolerance 
of  light;  violent  and  continued  sneezing,  sometimes 
twenty  or  thirty  times  without  ceasing;  the  defloxiou 
from  the  nostrils  is  immense ;  there  is  coryza  and  gra« 
vedo  with  dyspnoea,  which  is  frequently  accompanied  by 
wheezing  during  inspiration ;  the  breathing  being  car- 
ried on  by  the  mouth  alone,  as  both  nostrils  are  bk)cked 
up  by  the  amount  of  secretion  given  out  by  their  liniqg 
membrane.  If  these  continue  long,  the  eyes  become 
bloodshot;  there  is  headache,  more  or  less  severe;  the 
pulse  becomes  small  and  weak ;  the  tongue  white  an^ 
coated ;  shooting  and  darting  pains  about  the  bade  pait 
of  the  head;  lassitude  and  great  debility.    One  w^ 
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be  inclined  to  doubt  whether  these  evidences  of  the  dis- 
•esse  were  not  somewhat  exaggerated,  but  it  is  not  so. 
I  have  detailed  to  yon  as  correctly  as  I  can  everything 
relative  to  the  symptoms  and  order  of  their  occnrrenoe 
as  ihey  attack  myself  individually,  without  any  reference 
whatever  to  any  medical  author.  I  am  generally  free 
from  the  affection  about  the  latter  end  of  July,  and  I 
think  I  may  say  by  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  August, 
no  traces  of  its  existence  remain  manifSest.  It  is  equally 
severe  in  London  as  in  the  country.  I  am  always  worse 
diving  the  day,  and  if  in  the  forenoon  the  sun  is  shining 
bright,  I  hardly  dare  venture  out  of  doors,  the  intoler- 
ance of  light  being  almost  unbearable.  The  relief 
which  is  experienced  for  a  few  hours  after  a  heavy 
shower  of  rain,  can  hardly  be  imagined,  and  the  symp- 
toms are  always  less  distressing  in  wet  weather.  Again, 
it  nearly  always  leaves  me  for  a  short  time,  sometimes 
a  day  or  two  after  a  thunder-storm  -,  and  to  this  partly, 
is  my  presence  before  you  now  to  be  attributed,  for  you 
win  remember  that  yesterday  we  had  a  considerable 
amount  of  thunder  and  lightning ;  this  circumstance, 
moreover,  would  tend  to  favour  the  idea  entertained  by 
some,  both  with  respect  to  this,  as  well  as  to  influenza^ 
ihat  the  cause  is  to  be  attributed  to  some  change  in  the 
electrical  condition  of  the  atmosphere — whether  to  an 
accumulation  or  deficiency  of  the  electric  fluid  I  am  not 
enabled  to  state.  Ipecacuanha,  it  may  be  remarked, 
has  no  further  effect  upon  me  than  the  application  of 
any  other  pulverulent  matter  would  be  supposed  to 
have.  On  several  occasions  a  pinch  has  been  token,  the 
same  as  one  would  take  a  pinch  of  snuff,  without  pro- 
ducing any  effect.  I  need  hardly  state  that  this  was 
done  merely  by  way  of  experiment.  A  sudden  draught 
will  bring  on  an  attack  immediately,  which  will  continue 
for  an  hour  or  two,  or  even  longer. 

One  word  may,  perhaps,  be  desirable,  relative  to  that 
from  which  it  has  derived  its  name,'  I  mean  hay,  which 
brings  on  an  attack,  especially  if  it  be  new,  almost 
instanteneoualy;  and  what  is  very  remarkable  and 
curious  is,  that  I  can  always  tell  when  any  hay  is 
approaching  me,  even  if  I  do  not  see  it.  On  one  occa- 
sion, when  walking  in  London  with  my  friend  Dr. 
Robert  Growse,  of  Bildestone,  I  suddenly  stopped, 
remarking  that  I  would  take  any  even  wager  that  there 
was  some  hay  close  by.  Before  the  doctor  could  hardly 
leply,  a  cart  full  of  hay  passed  the  end  of  the  street 
down  which  we  were  proceeding.  I  could,  were  it 
necessary,  relate  to  you  many  other  similar  occur- 
rences; the  one,  however,  which  I  have  mentioned,  is 
sufficient  to  verify  my  stetement,  and  time  will  not  allow 
of  more.  What  then,  gentlemen,  is  the  cause  of  this 
periodical,  but  unwelcome  visitor  ?  I  should  feel 
inclined  to  differ  somewhat  from  the  opinion  of  Dr. 
Gordon,  who  supposes  that  it  is  produced  by  pollen  from 
<me particular  plantf  viz,,  the  anthoxanthum  odoratum, 
«r  sweet-scented  vernal  grass;  and  for  this  reason, 
because  I  am  always  attacked  at  least  three  weeks 
hefore  the  anthoxanthum  is  in  blopsom.  If  I  may  be 
sUowed  to  offer  my  opinion,  I  consider  it  to  be  attri- 
butable to  an  idiosyncrasy  of  constitution,  ^hereby  the 
whole  of  the  gastro-pttlmonary  mucous  membrane  is 


rendered  susceptible  of  irritation,  that  irritation  beipg 
produced  by  the  pollen  from  a  certein  class  of  plante 
which  blossom  at  that  time  of  the  year  when  the  affec- 
tion is  prevalent.  I  refer  to  the  whole  family  of  the 
graminaoen,  rather  than  to  any  individual  plant. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  one  word  with  respect  to  the 
treatment.  It  would,  indeed,  be  preposterous  in  me> 
were  I  to  make  remarks  on  all  the  so-called  remedies 
which  have  been  recommended  by  various  writers ;  suf- 
fice it  to  say,  that  I  have  tried  very  many  of  them,  and 
all  without  effect ;  never  have  I  found  anything  which 
afforded  me  the  slightest  permanent  relief.  Hot  water 
fomentations,  drinking  hot  water,  cold  water  draughts, 
effervesdng  mixtures,  pressure  on  the  bridge  of  the 
nose,  have  all  in  their  turns  carried  off  a  paroxysmal 
attack  of  sneezing ;  but  the  good  fortune  of  finding  any 
thing  capable  of  allaying  the  almost  intolerable  itchiAg 
of  the  eyes  and  nose,  has  never  fidlen  to  my  lot.  Dr. 
Owen  Rees,  Assistant-physician  to  Guy's  Hospital* 
recommended  large  doses  of  dilute  sulphuric  add.  I 
commenced  with  twenty  minims  three  times  a  day^ 
which,  according  to  the  direction  of  the  Doctor,  I  gra- 
dually increased,  until  I  arrived  at  a  dose  of  one 
drachm  three  times  a  day.  This  had  no  other  effect 
more  than  occasionally  favouring  me  with  a  violent  pain 
in  the  bowels,  which  compelled  me  to  desist.  Dr. 
Golding  Bird  and  Dr.  Gull,  in  consultation,  recom« 
mended  the  disulphate  of  quinine  with  iron;  this  I 
continued  to  take  for  some  considerable  time,  com- 
mencing at  the  ordinary  dose,  and  increasing  it  gra- 
dually, which,  however,  proved  equally  ineffectual. 
Strychnia,  recommended  by  Dr.  Addison,  in  doses 
varying  from  the  one-twentieth  to  one-twelfth  of  a 
grain,  ter  in  die,  was  tried,  but  proved  useless.  Arsenic^ 
sulphate  of  zinc,  tincture  of  the  lobelia  inflate,  snuff, 
laudanum,  salines  of  all  kinds,  iodine,  and  a  host  of 
others  which  now  escape  my  memory,  have  all  had 
pretty  fair  trials,  which,  as  remedial  agents  in  hay- 
fever,  are  all  on  a  par.  Such,  then,  gentlemen,  is  the 
hay-fever  in  my  case.  If  you  can  kindly  suggest  any 
thing,  I  shall  be  only  too  gUd  to  give  it  a  foir  trial, 
and  report  to  you  the  effect  at  your  next  meeting. 
Some  apology  may  be  necessary  for  the  little  interest 
which  this  case  is  likely  to  afford  you,  nor  indeed  should 
I  have  considered  it  worthy  of  your  attention,  had  not 
the  subject  been  introduced  to  your  notice,  and  myself 
as  a  sufferer,  at  a  previous  meeting  of  the  Association. 

BRISTOL    ROYAL     INFIRMARY. 

OASES 

Reported  under  the  Terms  proposed  by  the  AMoeiatUm, 

Br  Nil  Despbrakduu. 

Extrasfosation  qf  Urine, 
Ja^ibs  Chapple,  aged  42,  admitted  into  the  Briatol 
Royal  Infirmary,  March  20th,  1851,  under  the  ewe  of 
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Mr.  Harrison,  with  eztravasation  of  urine.  He  states 
that  he  has  not  had  any  difficnlty  in  passing  water 
until  the  last  twelve  monthsi  but  for  the  last  week  has 
been  passing  it  in  drops.  Scrotnm  began  to  swell 
three  days  ago,  and  became  red  and  very  painful. 

Present  eondiiion. — Scrotum  is  much  swollen  and  of 
a  Uyid  colour  -,  the  integuments  of  the  abdomen  up  to 
the  umbilicus  are  also  of  the  same  colour ;  there  is  no 
appearance  of  any  abscess  in  the  perineum ;  countenance 
anxious  and  pinched ;  skin  clammy ;  pulse  108,  weak, 
and  intermittent ;  tongue  brown.  He  was  placed  under 
the  influence  of  chloroform,  and  Mr.  H.  opened  the 
membranous  portion  of  the  urethra  and  made  several 
hicisions  into  the  infiltrated  parts.  (This  man  had  a 
congenital  deformity,  the  opening  or  meatus  urinarius 
was]  situated  inferiorly  and  at  the  base  of  the  corona 
glandis.)     Ordered  brandy  to  be  given  frequently. 

March  21st. — Has  taken  sixteen  ounces  of  brandy; 
but  his  pulse  is  weaker  and  intermits;  tongue  is 
browner ;  scarcely  any  heat  of  surface.  These  typhoid 
symptoms  increased  and  he  died  on  the  following  day. 

Sectio  cadaverii, — On  reflecting  the  integuments  of 
the  abdomen,  the  cellular  tissue  was  found  to  be 
sloughed  for  a  considerable  extent ;  there  was  a  large 
quantity  of  Ul-fdrmed  pus  present.  The  kidneys,  ureters, 
bladder,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  urethra  were 
taken  out  carefully  together.  The  stricture  was  at  the 
bulb;  an  abscess  had  formed  behind  the  stricture 
external  to  the  urethra,  and  had  apparently  opened  into 
the  canal.  The  bladder  was  evidently  much  diminished 
in  capacity,  but  the  coats  were  much  thickened — to  the 
amount  of  three  quarters  of  an  inch ;  the  mucous  mem- 
brane was  rough ;  the  left  kidney  was  lobulated  and  not 
much  more  than  half  its  natural  size ;  the  cortical 
portion  was  indistinct,  almost  obliterated.  The  paren- 
chymatous portion  contained  several  abscesses.  The 
right  kidney  contained  pus,  but  was  not  involved  to  the 
the  same  extent.  There  was  a  calculus  almost  com- 
pletely obfltructing  the  gall-<luct,  the  bladder  being 
much  distended.    The  other  organs  were  healthy. 

• 

JKflMorJtff.— This  is  one  of  those  cases  of  stricture  of 
the  urethra,  in  which,  if  extravasation  of  urine  takes 
place  to  such  an  extent  as  in  this  instance,  the  chances 
of  recovery  are  very  small,  on  account  of  such  seveiB 
structural  disease  of  the  kidneys  being  present.  Listen 
speaks  of  the  wonderful  recoveries  that  patients  often 
make  in  this  affection,  when  free  incisions  are  made  and 
fltimulos  is  freely  given,  (the  treatment  that  was  adopted 
in  this  case,)  and  gives  an  example  in  which  the  patient 
was  almost  moribund,  when  the  above  treatment  was 
practised,  and  was  followed  by  recovery.  He  states 
afterwards,  that  the  stricture  was.  got  lid  of , .  and 
restoration  to  perfect  health  followed.  This,  I  think, 
shows  that  there  could  not  have  been  any  organic 
disease  of  the  kidneys,  at  least  to  any  great  extent. 


Bxirawuation  of  Urine. 

jAins  Chaplin,  aged  40,  admitted  at  half-past  seven, 
P.M. ,  March  24th,  1 852,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Prichard, 


for  extravasation  of  urine.  He  states  that  he  has  had 
difficulty  in  passing  water,  and  diminished  stream  for  the 
last  20  years,  lliree  years  ago  an  abscess  was  formed 
in  the  perineum  whirJi  broke,  leaving  a  fistulons  open- 
ing. During  the  last  fortnight  the  difficulty  m  pasong 
water  had  much  increased,  and  four  days  ago  sweBing 
and  tenderness  of  the  perineum  and  scrotum  came  on, 
attended  with  severe  constitutional  symptoms,  when  he 
applied  here  as  an  out-patient  two  days  unce,  hut  he 
did  not  show  the  swelling  in  the  perineum.  He  had 
some  medicine  given  him,  which  somewhat  relieved  his 
symptoms.  Yesterday  the  swelling  in  the  perioeua 
broke. 

Preteni  con Jf/ton.— Scrotum  red,  and  swoUenas  lar^ 
as  a  child's  head,  with  a  small  slough  inferiorly ;  then 
is  a  slough  protruding  from  the  opening  in  the  perineam 
by  the  side  of  the  anus ;  and  above  and  distinct  from  this 
there  is  a  large  swelling,  evidently  containing  pus.  Hie 
penis  and  abdomen  are  not  at  all  affected ;  feds  mndi 
depressed.  Mr.  Prichard  opened  the  abscess,  and  en- 
cuated  rather  a  large  quantity  of  pus  mixed  with  vine. 
Two  incisions  were  made  in  the  scrotum. — ^R.  IW. 
Opii,  m.  XX.  Statim.  Poultice  to  scrotum.  To  have  foil 
diet  and  a  pint  of  beer  daily. 

March  25th. — Mudi  relieved;  slept  well;  urine 
comes  freely  away  per  wetkram,  also  through  the  poi- 
neum  ;  scrotum  is  a  little  reduced  in  size. 

26th. — Scrotum  is  considerably  smaller;  the  slough 
is  larger  and  is  separating;  passes  water  pet  vr^hrm^ 
in  a  good-sized  stream ;  pulse  96 ;   tongue  dean. 

27th. — Slough  has  separated  from  scrotum,  whidi  is 
reduced  to  its  normal  size;  the  slongh  was  eridenllf 
an  obstacle  to  the  infiltrated  urine  draining  away;  wiiie 
continues  to  pass  through'  the  perineum  to  a  slight 
extent. 

31st. — Urine  passed  through  urethra  entirely;  cur^ 
in  scrotum  is  granulating. 

The  wound  in  the  scrotum  gradually  clotod,  and  he 
was  discharged  cured ;  being  able  to  pass  water  better 
than  he  had  done  for  many  years.  When  ^  cariQr  b 
the  scrotum  was  in  process  of  healing,  he  had  tvo 
attacks  of  retention  of  urine,  evidently  spasmodic,  as'i 
full-sized  catheter  was  passed  on  each  occasion.  9Cr. 
Bransby  Cooper,  in  his  works,  speaks  of  abscess  in  tile 
perineum  being  the  result  of  stricture,  even  when  the 
obstruction  is  not  sufficient  to  produce  retention ;  ^ 
goes  on  to  state  that  these  abscesses  result  firom  the 
dilatation  of  the  urethra  behind  the  stricture,  producing 
ulceration  of  its  structures,  and  consequent  infiltiatiaB 
of  urine.  I  think  that  this  is  one  of  (hose  cases,  hi 
which  abscess  in  the  perineum  came  on  without  there 
being  an  impermeable  stricture  present,  and  which  caused 
such  an  obstruction  to  the  passage  of  the  urine,  that 
extravasation  of  urine  was  the  result. 

The  same  author,  hi  speaking  of  the  treatment  of 
abscess  in  perineo,  recommendis  that  a  free  openiiBg 
should  be  made,  and  the  catheter  passed,  if  poesifaiky 
along  the  natural  passage  of  the  urethra  into  the  blad- 
der ;  but  that  the  passing  of  the  catheter  should  never 
be  attempted,  until  the  abscess  be  opened,  as  the  soea- 
mulation  of  matter  itself  might  cause  a  oonsderwle 
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impediment  to  the  passage  of  the  instrument;  and  he 
gives  a  case  in  which  he  was  sent  for  to  see  a  patient 
who  had  retention  of  ujine.  Symptoms  being  urgent, 
lie  attempted  to  pass  a  catheter,  but  not  succeeding,  he 
examined  the  perineum,  and  found  a  tumour  of  consider- 
able size ;  into  this  he  made  an  incision,  and  evacuated 
a  quantity  of  pus  and  urine.  As  the  patient  stated  that 
lie  had  been  the  subject  of  stricture  for  many  years, 
2f  r.  Cooper  says : — **  1  considered  it  bettor  to  open  at 
once  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra."  He 
therefore  passed  a  female  catheter  into  the  bladder,  and 
drawing  off  the  urine  relieved  the  retention ;  he  next 
passed  a  male  catheter  along  the  natural  passage  of  the 
urethra,  as  a  preliminary  to  the  diTision  of  the  stricture, 
when,  to  his  surprise,  the  instrument  readily  passed  on 
into  the  bladder.  He  says :— <'  If  I  had  attempted  to  pass 
the  male  catheter  before  I  had  divided  the  membranous 
portion  of  the  urethra,  I  should  have  found  the  latter 
operation  altogether  unnecessary."  In  the  case  I  have 
related,  I  think  the  &ct  of  the  man  passing  water 
freely  per  urethram  the  day  after  the  abscess  was 
opened,  bears  o)^t  the  view  that  the  extravasation  was 
caused  by  the  obstruction  of  the  urethra  by  the  abscess. 


AmpuiatUm  qfboih  TkigJa;  Recowry, 

William  Faulknse,  aged  22,  was  admitted  May 
l^th,  1851,  at  12  at  noon,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Clark. 
The  right  leg  was  torn  off  at  the  knee-joint,  and  there 
waa  a  comminuted  fracture  of  the  femur  in  the  lower- 
third  of  the  sfme  limb;  the  left  knee-joint  was  laid 
open,  the  femur  being  dislocated  inwards ;  the  leg  and 
thigh  were  only  held  together  by  means  of  the  soft  parts 
at  the  external  part  of  the  knee*  joint.  He  received 
tliese  severe  injuries  from  being  caught  up  by  the  shaft 
of  a  steam-engine.  He  was  conscious  when  brought  in, 
but  in  a  state  of  considerable  collapse ;  in  a  quarter  of 
«n  hour  after  admission  was  insensible,  the  pi^lse  being 
toarcely  perceptible,  and  the  skin  very  cold.  Brandy 
to  be  given  frequently. — One  p.m.  Poise  could  be  felt, 
Imt  very  weak  and  slow.  Scarcely  any  bleeding  from  the 
lacerated  limbs.  Ordered  bottles  of  hot  water  to  the 
axillse. — ^Three  p.m.  Pulse  a  little  stronger.  Appears  to 
be  8u£Eering  great  pain.  He  has  token  20  ounces  of  brandy 
Binoe  admission.  Operation;  Mr.  Clark  removed  the 
Tight  thigh  above  the  point  of  fracture.  There  was  but 
little  bleeding,  and  only  two  ligatures  were  required. 
The  muscles  were  much  tumefied.  The  left  thigh  was 
then  removed  at  the  lower  part  of  the  middle-third. 
Only  one  ligature  was  required.  On  the  completion  of 
the  operation,  the  pulse  was  scarcely  to  be  felt,  although 
he  was  taking  brandy  almost  continually  during  its  per- 
Jbrmance.  However,  from  this  time  to  eleven  p.m.,  his 
pulse  very  gradually  improved,  but  was  exceedingly 
weak.  He  took  twenty  drops  of  tincture  of  opium  at  nine 
P.M.  Up  to  about  twelve  at  midnight  he  lay  moaning,  and 
did  not  recognise  his  friends  when  he  became  conscious. 

May  13th,  1  A.M.-^as  vomited  several  times. 
Reftises  to  teke  any  more  brandy.  Pulse  a  little 
stronger.  He  complains  of  great  pain,  and  the  stumps 
jump  very  much.   There  has  been  no  secondary  htemor- 


rhii^ge. — Five  a.m.  Is  very  restless,  from  the  stumps  beinS 
very  painful.  He  has  token  a  little  beef-tea,  and  some 
mQk.  The  bandages  were  loosened,  which  has  given 
him  ease. — One  p.m.  Much  improved;  pulse  firmer;  not 
in  much  pain.     Skin  has  acted  freely. 

14th. — Looks  much  better.  Pulse  stronger  120; 
great  thirst;  skin  acts  profusely.  He  takes  brandy, 
beef-tes,  and  milk. 

15th. — Skin  feels  hot;  but  does  not  perspire. 
Pulse  is  moderately  strong,  100.  Bowels  not  moved 
since  admission.  The  stumps  are  very  painful,  and 
there  is  a  considerable  discharge  of  fsetid  pus  from 
them.  Lemonade  ad  libitum. — R.  Liq.  Opii  Sed. 
m.  XXV. ;  Mist.  Saline,  oz.  j.    Ft  haust  statim  sumend. 

1 6th. — ^The  stumps  were  dressed  to-day,  and 
found  to  be  discharging  freely.  Pulse  96,  soft;  skin 
perspiring. 

Sept.  9th.~He  left  the  Infirmary. 

This  case  is  interesting  as  showing  what  severe 
injuries  may  be  recovered  from,  when  the  patient  is  of 
a  strong  constitution,  and  has  been  temperate  in  his 
habits  ;  it  also  iUustratea  the  absolute  necessity  there  is 
for  the  profuse  administration  of  stimuli  in  cases  of 
such  extreme  collapse.  In  this  instance,  I  think  the 
man  owed  his  life  to  the  free  exhibition  of  brandy.  He 
was  under  treatment  some  considerable  time,  on  account 
of  exfoliation  of  the  bone  in  the  right  stump,  and  a 
collection  of  matter  amongst  the  muscles.  At  the 
operation  there  was  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in  covering 
the  bone,  from  the  engorged  condition  of  the  soft 
parte ;  this  arose,  no  doubt,  from  the  thigh  being  much 
contused  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  as  the  femur  was 
fructured  on  that  side.  I  saw  this  patient  some  few  weeks 
back,  and  his  stumps  were  perfectly  well,  and  he 
was  wearing  his  wooden  legs  without  the  slightest 
discomfort. 
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CASE  S 

Reported  under  the  Terms  propoeed  by  the  AMtoeiaiion. 

By  Db.  Johv  Babglay. 

8eirrk9Ui  Oondiiion  (ff  the  CSeophagut. 

A  CURIOUS  coincidence  in  connection  with  the 
fblldwing  cases  happened  in  their  being  both  admitted 
on  the  same  day,  November  11th,  18S1,  and  dying  on 
the  same  day,  January  12th,  1852. 

Valentine  Adams,  of  Leicester,  aged  59,  labourer, 
widower,  admitted  November  11th;  1851.  He  stotea 
diat  he  has  been  ill  six  months,  and  dates  his  illness 
from  an  attack  of  '*  inflammaiaon  of  the  stomabh" 
which  he  had  in  the  month  of  June,  1851.  He  is 
much  emaciated,  but  has  no  malignant  appearance; 
he  is  very  nervous,  but  has  no  headache,  and  complains 
of  no  pain  anywhere;  he  has  palpitetion,  but  the 
sounds  of  the  heart  are  normal;  he  has  no  cough, 
and'  the  lungs,  on  examination,  are  quite  sound ;  he 
has  no  sickness ;   his  appetite  is  good,  but  he  cannot 
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fwaOow  folids;  he  wwer  TomiU;  his  tongue  ia  very 
fool,  ad  oosted;  he  has  a  good  deal  of  flains;  his 
bowds  are  open ;  the  nrine  contains  no  alhnmen  nor 
aogar,  is  add,  specific  graTity  1020. 

On  examination  of  the  abdomen  it  is  not  mnch 
sunk.  There  is  no  ftdness  nor  hardness  anywhere  to 
1>e  detected.— Capt.  ter  die  Acid.  Hydrocy.  (Schede's), 
m,  ij. ;  Pot.  Bicarb.,  gr.  z. ;  Tbct.  Hyoecy.,  m.  zz. } 
IttfaB.  Calnmb.,  oz.  iss. 

Norember  14th.— Moch  the  same.  Can  swaHow 
beef-tea  and  slops. — P. 

16th. — App.  Scrob.  Cordis  Emp.  Canthar. 

20th.— A  Uttle  better  since  the  bUster.— P. 

22nd. — Hsmatemesis  to  the  amonnt  of  two  pints 
to-day.  Blood  dear,  dark,  and  Tenons.— Capt.  ter  die 
Aig,  Nit.,  gr.  l-6th;  Alum.  Ezsicc.,  gr.  z. 

23rd. — Poise  feebler ;  tongue  still  very  fonl. 

26th. — Hsmatemesis  again,  bnt  not  to  such  an 
eztent  as  formerly. — Capt.  quartis  horis  Acid.  Gall., 
gr.  ▼. ;  Polv.  Tragac.  Co.,  gr.  ▼. 

30tb. — ^Mnch  better.  Tongue  quite  clean;  pube 
natural,  but  feeble. — Rept.  Vesicat.  Scrob.  Cordis. 

December  4th. — Better.  Tongue  still  clean,  can 
swallow  a  little  better,  and  gains  fleah.  No  more 
blood. — R.  Qainie  Disulph.,  gr.  j. ;  Add.  Snlph* 
Dil.,  m.  ▼. ;  Mist.  Camph.,  oz.  iss.     Omit.  Add.  Gall. 

17th. — Mach  better.  Gaining  flesh,  tongue  clean, 
urine  normal. 

'  30th.— Continues  improfing  ;    can  swallow  better. 
Blister  repeated. 

January  4th,  1852. — ^An  ezamination  with  the 
probang  shows  an  obstruction  which  it  was  impossible 
to  oreroome,  just  aboYO  the  cardiac  orifke  of  the 
stomach.  Tongue  becoming  foul  again.  He  is  worse 
and  weaker.  The  probang  to  be  passed  every  two 
days.    Bowels  open ;  urine  natural. 

7th.<— Worse.  Cannot  swallow  anythfaig.  A  tsble- 
spoonful  of  cold  beef-tea  seems  to  disappear,  after  long 
waiting.  He  expectorates  about  half  a  pint  of  glairy 
salira  daily. 

11th. — ^Worse.  Tongue  very  foul;  pulse  very  dow, 
and  feeble;  emaciation  eztreme;  the  ribs  very  much 
projecting  over  the  abdomen ;  the  cartilages  apparently 
oesified,  and  the  abdomen  a  deep'  concavity,  in  which, 
however,  no  hardness  is  to  be  folt,)fezoept  in  the  course 
of  the  colon,  probably  from  the  lodgement  of  feed 


admit  only  with  oondderable  force  a  common-sised 
catheter.  The  gall-bladder  empty.  All  the  other 
Tisoera  were  hedthy,  but  very  bloodless.  The  ookn 
was  filled  with  lumpy  scybals. 


12t)t«— Died. 

Poii'mortem  ixommaium,iweni]fhour$qft0'  deaiJu — 
Emaciation  extreme ;  the  whole  of  the  adipose  tissue 
absorbed;  heart  and  lungs  hedthy;  stomach  full  of 
fluid,  like  grud.  A  hardness  was  felt  about  three 
inches  above  the  stomach,  in  the  course  of  the 
oesophagus.  It  did  not  involve  any  other  tissues,  but 
was  in  dose  connection  with  the  arch  of  the  aorta. 
When  dissected  out  it  was  seen  to  be  a  ring  of  car- 
tilaginous hardness,  involving  the  whole  dreumferenoe 
of  the  oesophagus,  in  which  the  muscular  coats  were 
'  lost.  There  was  an  appearance  of  reproduced  tissue 
where  the  mucous  membrane  had  been  abraded,  above 
the  stricture.     The  passage  was  contracted,  so  as  to 


JoBN  Wright,  of  Leioestsr,  framework-knitter., 
married;  admitted  November  11th.  He  has  been  ill 
two  months.  His  compbint  oommenoed  with  pain  ba 
the  left  dde  of  the  abdomen,  and  oonstant  vomiting  of 
food  and  matter  like  coffee-grounds ;  he  is  considerably 
emaciated,  and  has  a  very  marked  ^tpearance  of  malig- 
nant disease.  He  has  no  headache,  nor  pain  anywhere 
ezoept  in  the  abdomen ;  he  has  no  cough ;  slight  palfii- 
tation ;  pulse  naturd ;  his  appetite  is  good,  but  eapri^ 
dous ;  he  has  much  flatus ;  frequent  pyrosis  ;  his  tongue 
is  dean;  he  vomits  most  of  his  food,  without  retdungr 
about  an  hour  after  taking  it ;  he  never  has  had  haema- 
temesis^  but  frequently  vomits  altered  blood;  he  hae 
much  griping  pain,  and  cannot  lie  on  the  right  side; 
the  bowels  are  very  costive;  the  urifie  is  normd;  theee 
is  slight  fulness  in  the  lefc  hypochondrium,  but  no 
bard  nodules  to  be  fdt.— Capt.  ter  die  Mist.  Bismnthi; 
Mist.  Mag.  cum  Rhd,  utrq,  dr.  vj. 

November  14th.— No  better;  emaciation  proceecfi^g 
rapidly;  vomited  matten  consist  entirely  of  food;  the 
abdomen  very  lumpy. 

16th.— No  better;  vomiting  oonlamiesi  a  Uttle M- 
nesa  in  the  region  of  the  pylorus ;  bowels  open. — Ca^ 
ter  die  Creasoti,  m.  j.,  ffxrma  pilulae. 

20th. — No  better;  bowels  open;  dcknoss  con- 
tinues.— Omit  the  creasote  pills. 

2drd.— A  little  less  pain.— To  have  only  nourishiBg 
liquids  and  wine. 

26th. — ^No  iminvvement. 

30th.— The  medicine  gi^  hisi^  he  aays;  boveir 
rather  purged; stools  naturd;  iqppetite  gone;  a  htti* 
fulness  and  hardness  to  be  felt  at  the  pyloric  eztremi^ 
of  the  stomach;  he  is  very  low ;  pulse  very  feeble,  and 
dow. — To  have  gin  in  place  of  wine. 

December  4th.— Better,  ezceptthepainintheboweis^ 
whidi  is  occasionally  landnating.^-App.  Empkst,  Sinip* 
dt.  noctibus. 

14th.— Worse,  vomiting  stuff  like  ooffee-grounds. 

17th.— Worse ;  gin  heats  him,  so  to  be  omitted. 

27th. — Worse ;  bowels  naturd. 

31st. — Emaciation  proceeding  rapidly;  eyes  mock 
sunk;  pain  much  aggravated  on  pressure  over  the 
tumour;  decnUtus  on  the  back ;  urine  naturd ;  stodb- 
natnrd. 

January  2nd,  1852.- Tongue  foul;  pulse  hSimgi. 
much  distension  of  the  bowds  firom  flatus.— Capt.  tor 
die  Pil.  Gdb.  Co.,  gr.  z. 

7th. — ^No  relief;  pulse  dmost  imperceptible  ;  pda. 
in  abdomen  ezoessive. 

nth.— 'Evidently  dying,  and  almost  unoonadous. 

He  died  on  the  12th. 

Poit-martem  supieen  kour$  after  deoiA.- Ilionde 
viscera  hedthy ;  the  whole  of  the  bowels  and  their 
peritoned  coat  in  a  most  advanced  stage  of  inflamma- 
tion, and  all  glued  together  with  eznded  lymph ;  th* 
whole  of  the  intestines  distended  with  flatus,  and  much 


THE  LATE  ELECTION  AT  BETHLEHEM  HOSPITAL. 


365 


injected;  no  flaid  in  the  peritoneal  cavity;  the  pyloric 
orifice  of  the  stomach  was  enveloped  in  a  mass  of 
flGiirhiiSi  of  cartilaginoas  hardness,  about  the  size  of  a 
iMmtnm's  egg,  the  passage  almost  completely  obstracted, 
.  «o  thftt  a  common  cathether  oonid  only  be  pushed 
through  with  difficulty ;  there  was  much  thickening  of 
other  parts  of  the  intestinal  canal,  but  no  other  scirrhous 
deposits  were  found. 


^nrainniil  3&t^mi  k  largiral  Mmal 


WEDNESDAY,  JULY  21,  1852. 

How  greatly  private  interest  sways  the  elec- 
tioa  of  officers  to  hospitals  is  a  fact  too  well 
Juiown;  but  we  were  scarcely  prepared  to  find 
BO  gross  an  instance  of  fayoimtism  as  is  about  to 
be  perpetrated  at  the  Bethlehem  Hospital.  Our 
leaders  are  aware,  that  in  consequence  of  some 
disclosures  reflectiag  on  the  management  of  this 
institution,  it  was  determined  for*the  future  to 
appoint  a  Eesident  Physician  at  a  handsome 
salary,  who  was  to  be  responsible  in  the  main 
for  the  medical  supervision  of  that  noble  estab- 
lishment. This  doubtless  appeared  to  every  one 
a  most  eligible  proposal;  and  the  satisfaction 
was  enhanced  by  the  open  way  in  which  the  best 
qualified  men  in  the  Icingdom  were  invited  to 
become  candidates.  Will  it  then  be  believed, 
that  after  all,  this  apparently  just  proceeding  is 
entirely  humbug,  and  that  after  putting  nu- 
merous gentlemen  to  a  gre&t  amount  of  expense 
and  inconvenience,  on  the  faith  that  merit  alone 
would  influence  their  decisions,  the  Governors 
are  about  to  confer  the  appointment  upon  a 
certain  Individual,  not  because  he  is  found  to 
be  superior  to  his  competitors,  but  because  he 
IB  fOTtunate  enough  to  be  connected  with  one  of 
the  most  influential  members  of  the  Board. 
That  such,  however,  is  the  fact,  is  evident  from 
the  subjoined  letter  from  Dr.  Eobebtson,  one 
of  the  three  candidates  chosen  out  of  the  total 
number  for  ultimate  selection.  We  are  not 
surprised  at  this  gentleman's  determination,  but 
on  the  contrary,  we  give  him  credit  for  the  manly 
manner  in  which  he  has  repudiated  the  farce 
in  which  he  would  have  been  made  to  play  an  ^ 
inglorious  part.  Dr.  Eobbbtson  's  letter  is  to  the 
following  efiect : — 
^*  To  the  Govemori  qf  the  Royal  Hospital  qf  Bethlehem, 

"  My  Lbrdfl  and  Gentlemen, — ^With  reference  to  my 
printed  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  offering  myself  as  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Resident-Physician  to  your 


Royal  Hospital,  I  would  now  desire  to  acknowledge  the 
high  sense  I  entertain  of  the  honour  conferred  upon  me 
in  the  return  of  my  same  by  your  Committee,  as  one  of 
the  three  candidates  seLacted  for  election. 

Having,  however,  ascertained  that  a  numbei  of  the 
Governors,  such  as  practically  to  determine  the  election, 
were  pledged  to  the  support  of  one  candidate  before 
they  had  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  claims 
of  the  other  two  recommended  by  their  Committee,  I 
deem  it  more  respectful  to  the  Court  at  once  to  with- 
draw my  application. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

&c.,  &c.,  &c., 
C.  LocKHART  Robertson,  M.D., 

Caius  College,  Cambridge. 

We  do  not,  in  thus  espousing  the  cause  of  Dr. 
EoBBBTsoK,  intend  fbr  one  moment  to  insinuate 
that  Dr.  W.  C.  Hood,  the  gentleman  decided 
upon,  is  not  in  every  respect  eligible  to  the 
responsible  office  to  which  he  is  to  be,  or  it  may 
be,  is  appointed,  but  we  protest  against  the 
manner  in  which  the  decision  has  been  made,  as 
in  the  highest  degree  detrimental  to  the  honour 
of  the  board  of  Governors,  and  insulting  to 
the  other  candidates.  If  it  were  all  along  their 
intention  to  elect  the  Aldermanic  candidate, 
as  it  clearly  has  been,  it  was  a  most  unworthy 
proceeding  to  hide  that  intention  under  the 
solemn  farce  of  appealing  to  the  talent  of  the 
country  at  large.  They  may  boast  of  their 
exemption  from  Government  inspection,  but 
assuredly,  after  this  exhibition  of  their  mode  gf 
doing  business,  the  public  will  agree  with  us,  that 
though  there  may  be  institutions  which  may  be 
safely  left  free  from  surveillance,  the  Eoyal 
Hospital  of  Bethlehem  is  not  one  of  them. 


^o  inconsiderable  excitement  has  been  pro* 
duced  in  the  profession,  by  the  impression  that 
the  unfortunate  Mr.  Pascoe  had  been  condemned 
to  a  felon's  punishinent  unjustly,  and  mainly  in 
consequence  of  the  unsatisfactory  and  altogiither 
erroneous  evidence  of  one  of  the  medical  wit- 
nesses. We  did  not  at  the  time  take  up  the 
matter  for  two  reasons — ^firstly,  that  the  cause 
of  the  culprit  had  been  ably  and  generously 
advocated  by  our  contemporary,  the  Medical 
Times;  and  secondly,  because  we  felt  convinced 
that  there  must  have  been  some  stronger  proof 
of  the  wretched  man's  delinquency  that  had  Hot 
come  before  the  public,  and  that  he  was  not 
transported  solely  because  one  gentleman  had. 
too  hastily  stated  that  savine  was  now  never 
given  by  medical  practitioners  for  truly  medical 
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purposes.  The  result  of  further  inquiry  has 
confirmed  our  suspicions,  as  it  turns  out  that 
abortion  was  wilfuUj  and  knowingly  induced, 
and,  therefore,  that  the  oonyiot  had  justly  earned 
his  melancholy  fkte.  We  do  not,  however,  om 
this  account,  regret  the  agitation  which  has  been 
unnecessarily  made  respecting  the  case,  for  if  no 
other  result  has  accrued,  it  has  at  least  afforded 
an  opportunity  for  the  exhibition  of  that  kind]^ 
sympathy  which  our  profession  is  ever  willing 
to  extend  to  the  imfortunate  among  its  members. 


LANCASHIRE  &  CHESHIRE  BRANCH. 


Thb  sixteenth  AnniTenary  Meeting  of  the  Lanca- 
SHiRs  AND  Cheshire  Branch  of  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association  was  held  at 
the  Medical  Institution,  LiTerpool,  on  Wednesday,  the 
30th  of  June.  At  the  commencement  of  the  proceed- 
ing/,  W.  S.  Turner,  Esq.,  of  Manchester  preside^^ 
and  there  were  also  present — R.  Bickersteth,  Esq.,  J. 
NottiDgham,  Esq.,  Jiames  Petrie,  Esq.,  Jas.  TVtmbull, 
M.D.,  John  Burrow,  Esq.,  —  Dismond,  Esq.,  P. 
Madntyre,  M.D.,  D.  Paterson,  Esq.,  Ellis  Jones, 
Esq.,  R.  Dundas,  M.D.,  Edward  Batty,  Esq., 
Joseph  Dickinson,  M.D.,  W.  H.  Duncan,  M.D., 
John  Halliday,  Esq.,  J.Eccleston,  Esq.,  T.  Cameron, 
Esq.,  W.  Eddowes,  Esq.,  and  —  Edney,  Esq., 
Llferpool;  Thomas  Turner,  Esq.,  Edmund  Lyon, 
M.D.,  Samuel  Crompton,  Esq.,  G.  Southam,  Esq., 
John  Hatton,  Esq.,  (Honorary  Secretary),  Manchester; 
J.  A.  PeazsoD,  Esq.,  Wooltoo;  John  Sharp,  Esq., 
Warrington ;  A.  O.  Leete,  Esq.,  Newton ;  G.  Daglish, 
Esq.,  Wigan;  G.  MaUett,  Esq.,  J.  Black,  M.D., 
Bolton;  and  A.  M.Dunstan,  Esq.,  of  Holmes  Chapel. 

Thomas  Turner,  Esq.,  having  beei^  called  to  the 
chair,  said  it  M  to  his  lot  to  preside  over  the  meeting 
of  this  Branch  of  the  ProTindal  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association,  which  was  held  at  Manchester  last  year ; 
and  he  believed  it  was  usual  that  the  retiring  President 
should  take  the  chair  in  the  first  instance,  in  order  to 
introduce  to  them  the  gentleman  selected  to  be  their 
President  that  day.  lie  alluded  to  his  friend,  Mr. 
Biekertteth.  That  gentleman  was  so  well  known  to 
them,  and  so  distinguished  as  a  surgeon,  as  to  supersede 
the  necessity  of  any  obsenrations  on  his  part.  (Applause.) 
Peeling  as  he  (Mr.  Turner)  did  that  the  Presidency  of 
this  Association  involved  not  only  points  of  honour, 
but  great  responsibility,  he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
every  man  who  might  be  called  upon  to  fill  that  office, 
•specially  if  he  happened  to  be  a  senior  member  of  the 
profession,  to  weigh  well  the  remarks  he  might  have  to 
make  upon  subjects  connected  with  the  profession.  He 
felt  that  this  was  the  more  imperative  upon  himself,  in 
consequence  of  a  misunderstanding  which  had  taken 


place  rdative  to  what  he  paid  at  the  lianchestei  meetiDg, 
and  which  had  exposed  him  to  the  lash  of  one  of  the 
medical  cntics.      He  was  not  deserving  of  the  imputa- 
tion cast  upon  him ;    but  be  thought  he  might  anil 
himself  of  this  opportunity  to  contradict  the  impres- 
sion made  upon  the  minds  of  some  individuals  that  be 
was  imvonnble,  or,  at  all  events,  not  unfavourable,  to 
some  of  the  Bsonstrous  views  entertained  of  medical 
doctrine  in  the  present  day.      It  would  be  remembersd 
by  such  of  the  memben  as  were  present  on  tint 
occasion  that  he  took  the  opportunity  of  stating  thst 
it  was  the  tendency  of  many  minds  to  fell  into  eztrenes'i 
and  they  saw  that  such  was  the  marked  featnreof  tbk 
present  day,  not  only  in  connection  with  thdr  own  pro- 
fession, bat  with  regard  to  every  other  profession  snd 
pursuit  in  life.      He  stated  that  whilst  they  condemned 
extreme  views,  whether  hydropathic,  homoeopathic,  or 
whatever  olse  it  might  be,  that  it  was  well  to  look  to 
themselves,  and  ask  themselves  the  question  whete 
they  did  not,  in  consequence  of  individual  opimon, 
doctrine,  or  belief,  as  to  the  seat  of  disease  and  aa 
individual    system    of   treatment,    expose  themadTes 
equally  to  the  charge  of  empiricism,  as  other  men  did 
who  fell  into  .extreme  views,  whether  in  reference  to 
theory  or  the  practice  of  the  profession.      Theymut 
rank  amongst  empirics  all  men  who  were  individual  in 
their  views.      For  example,  how  prone  each  of  theai 
might  be  to  form  individual  opinions  as  to  the  seat  of 
disease.      One  man  might  be  led  away  by  the  belief 
that  all  diseases  are  referable  to  the  brain,  the  heart,  or 
the  lungs;  a  second  would  refer  it  to  the  digestite 
organs,  and  another  to  the  spine ;  and  the  cases  whidi 
fell  under  their  observation  would  be  r^ulated  aoeoid- 
ing  to  the  individual  opinion  of  the   practitioner  is 
respect  to  what  he  had  discovered,  or  believed  he  bad 
dis60Tsred,  ss  the  common  source  of  disesse.     Dm 
was  falling  under  their  observation  every  day;  snd 
therefore  if  sn  individual  was  so  biased  in  fevour  of  • 
particular  view,  he  must  fell  under  the    chaige  of 
empiri<^m.     How  prone  they  all  were  to  fell  into  tbe 
lise  of  a  particular  form  of  medicine ;  iodine  sad  ood- 
liver  oil  for  instance.    Tbia  was  the  besetting  sin  of 
the  present  day.      The  medicines  to  which  he  alluded 
were,  no  A>ubt,  of  great  use ;   but  they  were  empkiyed 
empirically  in  a  great  number  of  cases.      Look  again 
at  the  abuse  of  chloroform,  which  was  used  in  certais 
operations  more  than  it  ought  to  be.     His  opinion  was, 
that  in  order  to  maintain  themselves  unblemished,  and 
beyond  the  reach  of  criticism,  it  was  necessary  tiiat 
they  should  consider  the  practice  of  medicine  and  tfas 
practice  of  surgery,  upon  sound  scientific  principka, 
divesting  themselves  of  any  individual  view — to  ood^ 
aider  them  as  based  upon  the  knowledge  of  science,  of 
human  nature,  and  of  the  diseases  incident  to  the 
human  body.    (Applause.)    When  he  stated  that  he 
was  educated  in  the  school  of  Sir  Astiey  Cooper  it  was 
a  suffident  reply  to  the  chaige  made  against  him  fhst 
he  was  favourable  to  homoeopathy.    (Hear,  hear.)   He 
had  thought  it  right  to  make  these  remarks,  in  order 
that  no  erroneous  impression  might  rest  upon  the  mind 
of  anv  one ;  but  those  who  knew  him  would  be  psr- 
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foctJj  aware  that  there  was  no  man  less  given  to 
mdiTidnal  opinions  in  matters  of  physic  than  Mmself. 
(Hear,  hear.)  In  conclnsion,  he  said*he  had  great 
pleasure  in  resigning  the  chair  to  Mr.  Bickersteth. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  BiCKSRSTSTH  saidy  that  as  this  was  Us  iirtt 
appearance  at  any  meeting  of  their  AssociatioB,  they 
mnst  not  expect  any  observations  from  hhn.  Afthotigh 
he  had  not  yet  taken  an  active  part  in  their  proceedings, 
he  had  been  a  member  of  the  Society  some  years. 
(Applause.)  He  begged  to  call  upon  the  Secretary  to 
read  the  report. 

Mr.  John  Hatton,  the  Honorary  Secretary,  then 
read  the 

Report  qfihe  Council. 

**  The  Council  of  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Branch 
of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association 
have  to  present  to  the  members  their  annual  Report, 
which,  however,  comprises  very  few  details  of  any 
important  account;  the  routine  transactions,  in  cor- 
respondence with  the  Parent  Association,  almost  con* 
stituting  the  sum  of  the  last  year's  proceedings. 

"  In  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  Central  Council 
at  Worcester,  a  special  general  meeting  of  this  Branch 
was  held  at  Newton,  on  the  11  th  of  February  last,  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  "  Proposed  New  Bill 
(originating  with  the  Central  Council  of  the  Association,) 
for  the  Regulation  of  th^  Medical  Profession  ;"  at  this 
'meeting  the  subjoined' resolutions  were  unanimously 
passed: — 

1.—*'  That  this  meeting  of  the  Lancashire  and 
CJieshire  Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
'As8<xaation,  after  maturely  considering  the  'Medical 
Bill'  referred  to  them  by  the  Worcester  Council,  and 
published  in  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Sf%irgical 
Jottmal,  is  of  opinion  that  such  Bill  faithfully  represents 
the  principles  of  Medical  Reform  so  long  advooMl  by 
the  Association,  and  is  worthy  of  the  cordial  saiqport  of 
every  member  of  that  body. 

2. — "  That  this  meeting  recommends  the  framers  of 
I3ie  Bill  to  persevere  in  their  endeavour  to  pass  it  into 
a  law,  with  such  slterations  in  the  details  as  circum- 
etaoMea  may  require,  and  trusts  that  the  members  of  the 
Afliooiation  will  exert  themselves  in  their  several  locali- 
ties to  induce  members  of  Parliament  to  take  an  interest 
In  the  passing  of  this  measure,  so  important  to  the 
welftre  of  the  profession,  and  of  the  pub&c. 

*' Besides  the  formal  adoption  of  these  resolutions,  a 
prolonged  and  interesting  discussion  ensued  upon  the 
several  clauses  of  the  proposed  Bill,  the  result  being, 
that  with  some  unimportant  exceptions,  the  entire 
document  elicited  the  fullest  approbation. 

"  There  was  evinced  an  especial  approval  of  the  pro- 
posal for  a  Provident  Fund,  and  of  the  uses  to  which 
It  was  proposed  the  surplus  provided  by  the  19th  Clause 
ahofuld  be  applied. 

"Hie  Council  take  this  opportunity  of  soliciting 
from  the  Branch  some  formal  and  definite  approval  of 
the  course  pursued  by  all  tiiat  is  honourable  in  the 
profeeaion,  with  respect  to  homoeopathy  and  to  those 
practitifmers  who  in  any  way  compromise  themselves 
by  ooontenancing,  directly  or  indurectly,  this  pernicious 
and  degrading  system  of  quackery. 

*'  The  Coun6l  have  to  congratulate  the  members  on 
the  grant  of  a  Supplementary  Charter  to  the  Royal 


College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  which,  although  it 
may  not  comprehend  every  improvement  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  College  that  had  been  sought,  remedies, 
however,  the  more  substantial  grievances  that  had  been 
complained  of. 

**The  successfol  progress  of  a  Medical  Benevolent 
College,  proposed  by  Mr.  Propert,  is  also  a  matter  of 
eongratnlation.  Surprise  has  been  manifested  that 
nothing  has  been  done  by  this  Branch  towards  pro- 
moting the  Institution. 

**  The  subject  of  a  New  Charter  for  the  College  of 
Physicians  is  now  before  the  profession  for  discussioix-; 
it  will  be  for  the  members  to  decide  whether,  at  the 
present  meeting,  any  expression  of  opinion  with  relation 
to  it  shall  take  place. 

"i^ancff. — At  the  last  anniversary  there  was  a 
balance  in  favour  of  the  Association  of  £i.  88.  9d.. 
Since  then  the  receipts  have  been  £\l.  10s.,  and  the 
expenBcs  £S.  17s.  2d.,  which  leaves  a  blance  of  £7.  17s. 
to  the  credit  of  the  Branch.  The  Council  recommend 
that  a  donation  of  £b  be  given  to  the  Benevolent  Fund*, 
but  ttiis  can  only  be  done  by  a  vote  of  the  general 
.meeting  at  present  assembled." 

Dr.  DiCK£NSOK  said  that  allusion  was  made  in 
the  report  to  the  Medical  Benevolent  College,  and 
he  might  state  that  the  Liverpool  practitioners  had  not 
beeu  backward  in  their  subscriptions.  They  had  con- 
tributed £]bO  already,  and  they  looked  with  some 
degree  of  anxiety  to  Manchester,  seeing  that  none  of 
the  eminent  gentlemen  there  had  come  forward  to  sup- 
port the  fund. 

Mr.  South ikM  stated  that  the  subject  had  not  been 
overlooked,  and  he  believed  that  after  the  elections  were 
over  an  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  fund  would  be  made  in 
Manchester. 

The  P&ESiDBNT  said  that  he  should  be  ver^j^  glad  to 
hear  that  such  was  the  case. 

Mr.  Mallbtt,  of  Bolton,  moved  that  the  report  be 
adopted  and  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Medical  and  Surgical  Association  for  publication 
in  the  Journal j  together  with  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting. 

Mr.  Patterson,  of  Liverpool,  seconded  the  motion. 

Dr.  Duncan  asked,  did  that  sanction  the  payment 
of  £b  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  ? 

The  Sbcmetart  said  it  did. — The  motion  was  then 
unanimously  carried. 

Dr.  Duncan  had  great  pleasure  in  moving  the  thanks 
of  the  meeting  to  Thomas  Turner,  Esq.,  and  the  Council 
for  their  services  during  the  past  year. 

Dr.  Macintybe  seconded  the  motion,  which  was 
carried  by  acclamation. 

The  Secretary  said,  that  last  year  but  one  they 
tried  to  get  up  a  meeting  at  Preston,  but  without 
success;  and  it  was  thought  better  that  they  should 
alternate  between  Liverpool  and  Manchester.  If  this 
meeting  came  to  that  conclusion  of  course  their  next 
meeting  would  be  held  in  Manchester. 

Mr.  Turner  thought  it  would  be  desirable  to  con- 
sider whether  Chester  and  Lancaster,  being  county  towns^ 
should  not  be  visited. 

The  Secretary  said  that  in  Chester  they  had  only 
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two  or  three  membera,  and  in  Lancaster  they  had  not 
one.  He  had  waited  upon  Mr.  Howitt  when  he  was 
Mayor  of  Lancaster,  and  the  conclosion  come  to  was, 
that  they  would  not  get  any  support  there  as  the  pro- 
lession  in  Lancaster  had  a  Society  of  their  own. 

Mr.  pEA&aoN  said  the  subject  of  holding  a  meeting 
.  at  Chester  was  gone  into  at  considerable  length  when 
-  Br.  Edwards  lived  there,  but  it  was  not  thought  advisaUe. 
He  considered,  however,  that  it  would  only  be  payiiig 
Chester  a  proper  compliment  if  they  were  to  go  there. 
He  mored  that  their  next  meeting  be  held  in  Chester. 

Mr.  TuRKBiL  seconded  the  motion. 

In  answer  to  a  question,  the  Sbcbktakt  stated  that  he 
believed  there  were  four  or  live  gentlemen  belonging  to 
the  Parent  Association  in  Chester. 

Mr.  Sharp  suggested  that  the  question  should  be 
left  with  the  Council  to  decide,  which  was  eventually 
agreed  to.  • . 

Mr.  Crompton  moved  that  Dr.  Black  of  Bolton 
should  be  president  next  year;  and  the  proposition 
'  having  beea  seconded,  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Dr.  Dc^^OAN  suggested,  tha^  as  Chester  would  pro- 
bably be  the  next  place  of  meeting,  they  should  appoint 
a  Chester  gentlemen  as  one  of  their  vice-presidents. 
'     Mr.  Ellis  Jonks  proposed  Dr.  Phillips  Jones  of 
-Chester. 

Mr.  Burrows  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Dr.  Macinttre  was  proposed  as  the  other  Vice- 
President,  but  having  been  so  recently  in  office,  he 
dtocUned  the  honour  in  favour  of  Dr.  Dundas,  who  was 
elected  accordingly. 

The  Secrbtary  proposed  the  following  gentlemen 
as  new  members : — A.  W.  Dumvill)  Esq.,  Manchester; 
'Henry HPritchard,  E«q.,  West  Derby,  Liverpool;  Tbos. 
Zccleston,  Esq.,  County  Asylum,  Rainhill ;  James  P. 
'Pennington,  Esq.,  Ashton-in*Maekerfield ;  Lorenzo 
Edward  Desmond,  Esq.,  Edge  Hill,  Liverpool ;  John 
'Latham,  Esq.,  Wigan,  Lancashire;  who  were  unani- 
'inously  elected. 

The  Prbsident  then  said  he  had  received  a  letter 
ih>m  Dr.  Cowan  of  Reading,  who  proposed  that  the 
Jmtmal  should  be  published  weekly  and  in  London, 
instead  of  fortnightly,  at  Worcester.  Every  effort 
should  be  made  to  render  the  Journal  worthy  of  the 
Association,  and  he  hoped  to  propose  some  practical 
plan  for  Its  improvement.  He  was  desirous  of  ascer- 
-tahdng  the  opinion  of  the  Association  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Burrows  thought  that  it  was  questionable  if  the 
limds  of  the  Association  would  allow  of  a  weekly  publi- 
cation, as  the  JfiUTMl  was  reduced  to  a  fortnightly 
issue  in  order  to  save  postage.  He  did  not  see  that 
it  would  -be  'any  material  advantage  to  publish  it  in 
London,  unless  the  residents  there  might  be  disposed 
to  furnish  communications,  and  it  might  perhaps  be 
got  up  at  a  less  cost.  Their  great  object  should  be  to 
get  valuable  information  on  medical  topics. 
'  Br.  Black  said  this  was  a  subject  which  would  lead 
<to  a  great  deal  of  discussion,  and  required  mature 
consideration.  There  would  be  a  variety  of  opinions, 
and  he  himself  was  in  favour  of  the  publication  still 


being  provincial.  He  should  like  it  to  be  published 
either  in  Manchester,  Birmingham,  or  Liverpool,  bat 
it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  they  coold  come  to  sny 
condt^on  at  this  meeting. 

Mr.  Turner  agreed  with  Dr.  Black  that  the/oicnM/ 
should  still  be  provincial,  both  in  name  and  publicstion. 

Mr.  Crompton  said  it  appeared  to  him  tiiat  Dr. 
Cowan's  proposition  was  perfectly  legitimate,  and  he 
thought  they  ought  to  say  whether  the  Jounutl  wis 
edited  with  that  degree  of  ability  which  was  satisfiuiory 
to  the  members.  They  knew  that  the  cost  of  the 
direction  of  the  Journal  was  very  laige ;  the  Editorial 
expenses  were  considerable,  and  these  were  questifflu 
which  should  come  under  consideration.  It  would  be 
for  the  Council,  after  taking  the  opinion  of  the  membsn, 
to  determine  what  steps  were  desirable. 

The  P&BsiDSNT  stated,  that  Dr.  Cowan  had  gtvn 
notice  of  a  motion  on  the  subject,  to  be  introduced  at 
the  next  general  meeting  of  the  Association.  He 
thought  that  the  best  way  would  be,  for  some  genfleaun 
to  move  that  the  Jemmal  was  satisCsctory. 

Dr.  Nottingham  said  they  should  know  the  present 
cost,  and  then  ascertain  what  expense  the  alteratioa 
would  involve.  The  financial  question  vras  the  moit 
important. 

Mr.  Ellis  Jones  said  that  Dr.  Cowan  merely  wished 
to  have  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  as  to  the  desirability 
of  altering  the  place  of  publication.  The  deosion 
would  be  left  to  the  general  meeting. 

Mr.  Turner  said,  that  if  they  went  to  London  thqr 
would  be  considered  as  putting  themselves  in  antsgonisn 
with  the  metropolitan  journals.  He  thought  with  Dr. 
Black,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  the  JawmalpA' 
tiahed  in  one  of  the  large  towns,  and  whether  that  wosld 
be  advantageous,  was  the  question  they  had  to  decide. 

Mr.  Malrtt  thought  it  very  desiFablfe,  if  the  fandi 
would  permit,  to  revert  to  the  former  plan  of  publiflUig 
the  Journal  once  a  week.  When  that  was  the  case, 
they  had  also  a  large  volume,  well  bound,  instead  off  as 
at  present,  a  smaU  volume,  unbound.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  there  was  some  error  in  the  management  of 
the  funds. 

Mr.  Crompton  remarked  that  the  Editorship  for  a 
leading  article  and  retrospect  cost  £10  ;  and  he  really 
thought  the  Editor  was  very  handsomely  paid. 

Dr.  Black  had  made  investigation,  and  found  that 
the  publication  of  the  Journal  in  Worcester  cost  a  dflll 
more  than  it  conld  be  done  for  in  other  places. 

Dr.  Duncan  said  that  the  question  was  one 
requiring  more  mature  consideration  than  they  could 
give  it  at  that  meeting.  He  certainly  thought  that  the 
Journal  might  be  improved. 

Mr.  Crompton  :  Would  it  not  be  better  to  express 
an  opinion  at  this  meeting  that  the  Journal  was 
unsatisfiaetory  ?    He  would  second  such  a  motioo. 

Mr.  Turner  thought  an  opinion  would  be  fonsai 
as  to  the  general  impreaaioa  from  what  had  i 
and  a  decision  could  be  oome  to  at  the  Oxford  i 

The  discussion  then  terminated. 
^     Mr.  Crompton   then  read  the  following  pi|Wf 
contributed  by  Mr.  Beardsley,  of  Ulverston:— 
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A  few  Remarki  on  the  Treatment  qf  the  Suppurative 
Stage  of  Bums  by  Unguentum  Gaila, 

The  large  ulcers  remaizung  after  very  severe,  aad  more 
fsrticalarlyt  extensiTe  bums,  frequently  prove  tiresome 
loid  diffiooit  to  heal ;  bat  I  think  they  are  ofttn  more 
to  than  they  need  be  from  the  application  of  qngaents, 
&c.,  not  calculated  to  work  a  speedy  cure,  as  tiie  more 
lapid  the  cores  the  less  likelihood  is  there  of  there  re- 
maining unsightly  and  hideous  cicatrioesy  and  other 
aialformations  witnessed  occasionally  after  these  acd- 
dents.  I  have  seen  very  many  of  these  cases  of  severe 
I  in  colliery  practice,  produced  by  the  explosion  of 
\  in  coal  mines,  and  every  practitioner  acquainted 
with  like  cases  knows  how  extensive  they  sometimes 
and  most  frequently  are,  and  ulcers  are  not  uncommonly 
Msolting  of  even  square  feet  in  size,  and  I  have  seen 
the  whole  surfiace  of  the  back  completely  denuded,  and 
a  laige  suppurating  surface  remaining ;  and  I  have  seen 
it  heal  without  the  least  cicatrix  whatever  by  th^  remedy 
I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to.  I  put  no  faith  what- 
ever in  the  application  of  unguents  containiii|[  pre- 
parations of  chalk,  zinc,  magnesia,  calamine,  &c.  I 
tUnk  the  principle  of  their  application  wrong.  The 
best  remedy  after  the  suppurative  stage  is  thoroughly 
established,  is  an  ointment  madeof  Pulvis  Gallte,  dr.  j. ; 
Adipa,  oz«  j.  With  this  the  formation  of  .new  skin 
takes  place  rapidly,  and  ulcers  of  very  large  size  I  have 
seen  quite  healed  in  a  few  days.  I  am  not  pr^ared  to 
esplain  in  what,  way  this  application  succeeds  so  well, 
but  I  mention  the  £sct,  that  others  may  adopt  it,  and 
I  am  quite  sure  it  will  never  be  laid  aside  for  another 
remedy  at  the  particular  juncture  for  which  it  is  re- 
eomnended.  No  doubt  it  has  a  chemioal  action  upon 
the  secretion  of  the  granulations,  which  leads  to  so 
qpeedy  a  toipualaxm.  of  new  skin.  I  have  also  used 
tvusin  and  gallic  add«  with  similar  results  j  but  as  a 
general  rule  I  prefer  the  gall  ointment  alluded  to  above. 
Fteticnlar  care  should  be  taken  in  not  using  powdered 
galls  that  look  fuU  of  black  specks.  That,  I  think,  is 
adiUlented  with  pepper,  as  it  proves  too  stimulatiiig; 
but  if  pure,  it  is  cooling  and  agreeable,  and  in  every 
caae,  (and  I  have  seen  it  applied  in  hundreds,}  I  have 
reatisad  a  happy  result. 

Mr.  CmouFTON,  before  he  sat  down,  begged  to 
move  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Beardsley,  for  his  com- 
mnnioation. 

Dr.  NoTTiNGHAu  secouded  the  nation,  which  was 
farried  by  acclamation. 

Dr.  DvNCAV  said  he  had  not  tried  the  remedy  s  but 
thovght  it  was  one  of  great  promise. 

Cinchonkm  in  Typhus. 

Dr.  DunDAi  then  said,  before  I  proceed  to  lay  before 
you  the  notes  of  two  eases  of  eontinued  fever,  lately 
tieated  in  the  Liverpool  Nortbem  Ho^Htal  by  large 
doaes  of  quimne, «  few  brief  observations  on  the  question 
al  dnehonism,  and  of  its  power  to  arrest  the  course  of 
tlw  continued  fevers  of  this  country,  might  perhaps 
preve  xnteresting  to  yon. 

Some/  at  least,  of  my  brethren  now  present  are 


already  aware  that  not  long  since  I  submitted  thia 
doctrine,  vnth  the  evidence  on  which  it  is  based,  to  the 
judgment  of  the  profession ;  and  although  sufficient 
tame  may  not  have  yet  elapsed  to  warrant  their  final 
decision  on  a  doctrine  so  directly  opposed  io  the 
medical  authorities  in  this  and  other  countries,  I  trust 
you  will  be  disposed  to  admit  that  the  decided  fads  I 
am  about  to  lay  before  you  afford  evidence,  neither 
slight  nor  inconclusive,  in  support  of  the  efficacy  of 
the  treatment  I  have  advocated,  and  the  soundness  of 
the  theory  on  which  that  treatment  is' based. 

It  would  be  altogether  out  of  place  to  enter,  here*, 
on  any  of  those  vexed  questions  which  have  m>  widely 
divided  the  most  eminent  men  in  this  and  other  coun- 
tries on  the  subject  of  fever.  Still  it  is  necessary  that 
I  should  briefly  state  the  broad  prindple  on  which  my 
own  views  on  this  subject  are  founded, — namely,  the 
essential  identity  of  fever  -,  and  that  its  varieties  are 
determined  by  the  influence  of  climate,  temperament,, 
different  modes  of  living,  the  sanatory  conditions  of 
the  population  attacked,  and  numerous  other  agencies; 
This  view  has  been  forced  on  me  by  the  observation  of 
fever  on  a  large  scale,  not  only  in  the  different  coun- 
tries of  Europe,  but  in  various  regions  of  America,  the 
West  Indies,  and  Brazil,  in  the  discharge  of  my  dutiea 
as  an  Army- Surgeon,  and  in  private  life.  I  would 
here  observe  that  there  is  one  remarkable  fillacy 
which  I  find  to  pervade  the  great  body  of  the  profession 
in  England,  and  inculcated  in  the  writings  of  some  of 
our  most  distinguished  authors, — ^namely,  that  ^hus 
ienex  is  unknown  in  hot  climates.  Nothing  can  be 
more  untrue.  The  intermittent  and  remittsnt  fevers  of 
hot  dimatea  do  frequent^  merge  into  genuine  typfeM, 
and  into  every  variety  and  sluule  of  typhus;  wHet 
conversely  the  continued  fevers  still  more  frequently 
pass  into  or  assume  the  intermittent  form.  Theses 
gentlemen,  are  the  broad  fects  which  first  convinced 
me  of  the  essential  identity  of  the  dflferent  varieties  of 
fsfor ;  and  the  truth  of  this  conviotton  has  been  since 
established  by  anoUier  great  fact,— namely,  that  all  the 
several  varieties  and  types  of  fever  are  under  the 
control  of  one  and  the  same  agent;  and  I  need  scarcely 
observe  to  an  assembly  like  the  present  that  the  results 
of  treatment  in  numerous  maladies  will  serve  more 
clearly  to  identify  or  disconnect  diseases  than  the  most 
canfisd  observation  of  symptoms,  or  even  of  poH* 
nmriem  appearances. 

It  will  also,  I  believe,  be  readily  admitted,  in  so  fares 
regsrds  the  treetment  oMever,  that  we  have  advanced 
scaroely  a  single  step  since  the  days  of  Hippocrates; 
each  snoeeeding  writer  has  merely  transposed,  or 
played  on  **  the  words"  of  his  predecessor;  whilst  a 
grand  feUaey  appears  to  have  pervaded  almost  all,— 
namely,  that  continued  fiever  was  a  ^Mcific  malady, 
and  must,  therefore,  run  a  specific  course ;  that,  like 
small-pox,  the  disease  could  not  be  arrested.  And  this 
ill-founded  bypothesis^for  it  scarcely  meriU  the  name 
of  theory— sufficientiy  accounts  for  the  '*  expeetieue* 
system,  whidi,  with  some  exceptions,  has  hitherto  so 
generally  characterised  the  treatment  of  continued  fevor 
in  this  and  other  European  countries. 
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As  regard!  the  **  cinchoiiiniig  system,"  now  brongbt 
forward,  we  ought,  perhaps,  after  all,  to  be  less  sur- 
{»rtsed  at  the  opposition  it  has  encountered  than  at  the 
extent  to  which  it  has  been  abeady  adopted  by  the  pro* 
and  the  more  especially  that,  independently  of 
'  reasons,  one  of  our  leading  authorities  has  long 
•inoe  declared  that  ''  in  the  continued  fevers  of  this 
ooantry  bark  might  be  erased  from  the  list  of  remedies 
altogether  ;*'  and  our  standard  work  on  materia  medica 
states  **  that  in  febrile  diseases,  attended  with  a  hot 
suid  dry  skin,  and  a  furred  and  dry  tongue,  quinine  acts 
as  a  local  irritant  and  stimulant,  and  adds  to  the  sererity 
of  all  the  morbid  symptoms;"  whilst  one  of  oar  most 
distinguished  authors  considers  it  impombU  that  **  there 
can  be  any  practitioner  so  tUierhf  ignonmt  of  his  pro* 
fession  as  to  prescribe  quinine  in  the  early  stages  of 
fever,  wider  any  eircunuUmeet !"  And  all  appear  to 
adopt  the  dogma  of  Pitcaim,  that  "  you  cannot  cure  a 
fever."  Now,  gentlemen,  in  opposition  to  this  cele- 
brated and  fatal  maxim,  and  in  opposition  to  the. 
opinions  of  the  high  authorities  1  have  just  quoted, 
permit  me  to  refer  you  to  recent  and  undoubted  testi- 
mony, which  will,  I  trust,  satisfactorily  prove  to  you 
not  only  that  you  can  cure  a  fever,  but  that  you  can, 
moreover,  cure  it,  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases,  by  the 
Tery  identical  agent  which  the  above-named  anthoritles 
luive  so  especially  and  emphatically  condemned. 

In  bringing  forward  the  present  question  I  have  pur- 
posely put  my  own  experience  altogether  aside ;  aad  I 
refer  you  alone  to  the  necessarily  impartial  and  unbiaesed 
evidence  supplied  by  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  the  Liver- 
pQ|i  Fever  Hospital,  the  West  Derby  Fever  UoepiCal, 
toe  Birkenhead  Fever  Hospital,  ^e  Drogheda  Fever 
Hospital,  and  the  Liverpool  Northern  Hosiatal,  with 
that  of  numerous  private  practitioners  of  eminence  in 
Liverpool  and  the  neighbouring  towns — as  Messrs. 
Bainbrigge,  Blackburn,  Jones,  Hensman,  Pye,  and 
Arnold,  all  of  Liverpool;  Mr,  Gorst,  of  Rock  Ferry; 
Mr.  Glazebrook,  of  West  Derby ;  Mr.  Swinden,  of 
Wavertree;  Mr.Longton,  of  Southport;  &c.;  also  within 
the  last  few  days  Mr.  Woolseley,  a  medioal  aludmit 
from  Dublin,  informed  us  at  the  Northern  Hospital 
that  the  dnchonising  system  was  now  being  tried  with 
success  at  the  Hardwicke  Fever  Hospital,  in  Dablin. 
I  am  also  in  a  pontion  to  state  that  the  great  majoritf 
of  the  above  gentlemen  commenced  the  cincbonisiBg 
treatment  in  doubt  and  hedtalion,  and  yielded  their 
assent  to  its  truth  on  the  sole^^und  of  dear  and  con- 
clusive experience.  In  this  town  the  treatment  was 
first  publicly  adopted  by  my  talented  friend,  Mr« 
Eddowes,  whilst  attached  to  the  Eastern  Dispensary, 
and  who,  on  his  removal  last  year  to  the  Liverpool 
Fever  Hospital,  there  tested  the  system  both  largely  and 
ear^fiMy ;  at  the  same  time  that  my  friend,  Dr<  Gee, 
the  other  able  physician  to  that  institution,  watched, 
with  the  caution  of  a  truly  scientific  observer,  the 
progress  and  results  of  the  treatment  as  carried  out  by 
his  colleague;  and  only  after  lengthened  and  careful 
observation  did  Dr.  Gree  give  in  bis  adhesion  tp  t^ 
cause  of  "cinchomsm,"  and  adopt  it,  universally  | 
believe,  in  his  own  practice. 


You  vill  also,  gentlemen,  I  am  sure,  be  rqoioed  to 
learn  that  the  results  of  the  experience,  in  such  an  ex- 
tensive «eld,  of  two  such  able  observers  as  Dib.  Gee  and 
Eddowei,  will  not  be  lost  to  sdence;  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  when  these  results  shall  have  been  laid  befine  the 
professiai,  the  question  of  dnchonism  in  oontimied 
fever,  will  be  condusively  set  at  rest. 

Mr.  Eddowes  has  indeed  already  reaped  some.per«OM< 
advantage  firom  his  eariy  belief  in  the  power  of  dn- 
chonism. Not  long  since  he  became  himaelf  the  snbjeet 
of  an  attack  of  typhus,  and  about  the  same  time  Mr.  G., 
a  promising  young  surgeon  attadied  to  the  North  Dis- 
pensary, was  similarly  attacked.  Mr.  Eddowes,  strong 
in  his  fidth,  was  brought  immediately  under  the  inflnenee 
of  dnchonism,  and  within  forty-eight  hours  every  nn- 
fStiTOurable  symptom  had  disappeared.  On  the  fourth 
day  he  was  going  about  his  room,  and  on  the  tenth  he 
removed  from  the  Fever  Hospital  into  the  ooantry  for 
change  of  air.  On  the  same  day  Mr.  G.  was  hiteRed. 
Cinchonism  was  proposed  in  Mr.  G.'s  case,  but  not 
adoptel-* 

Having  so  recently  brought  the  wh(^  question  before 
the  profession,  I  shall  not,  gentleoaen,  occupy  year 
valuable  time,  espedally  limited  on  the  present  oocssioo, 
with  any  further  obeervatioBs,  nor  shall  I  eater  into 
any  minute  detail;  my  chief  object  being  to  place  the 
broad  prindple  before  an  assembly  so  highly  qoalifted 
in  eveiy  sense,  to  deddo  on  its  merite ;  and  to  reqasrt, 
as  I  do  most  earnestly,  that  yon  should  rigidly  test  its 
value,  and  affirm  or  condemn  it  aooordingly. 

It  should  be  stated  that  the  preeeot  cases  irafe 
admitted,  as  others  are  from  time  to  time,  for  the  pnr- 
pose  of  practically  illustrating  the  doctrine  to  tiepnpBf 
of  the  hospital.  The  oases  are  always  selected,  and  the 
notes  taken,  and  the  treatment  carried  out  by  fbs 
House-Surgeon,  in  the  presence  of  the  pupils,  and  wilh* 
out  the  slightest  interference  on  my  part.  Mr.  Edney 
is  the  reporter  in  the  present  instance,  and  I  may  add 
that,  since  I  joined  the  Northern  Hoopitalr  Mr.  Bdnsy 
is  the  fifth  House-Sui^geon,  all  men  of  inteUtgeneeasd 
ph>feBsional  experience,  who  commenced  their  invesli- 
gations  on  this  subject  as  sceptics,  but  eadad  at  tiae 
believers. 

The  cases  are  as  follows : —  * 

Com  1.— Gilbert  Smith,  admitted  27th  May,  Itte, 
into  the  Noiihem  Hospital,  Liverpool,  under  Dr. 
Dundas,  at  nine  p.m.  So  ddirious  that  no  history  ef 
his  illness  can  be  obtained  from  him.  Hie  oouatenaaoe 
expressses  great  anxiety,  and  is  of  a  deep  purple  hoe; 
skin  hot  and  dry ;  tongue  dry,  and  coated  widi  a  dsric 
fur;  there  ace  sordes  about  the  lips  and  teedi;  the 
alidomen  is  tumid,  and  he  groans  when  it  is  pressed; 
pulse  112.  To  teke  ten  grains  of  quinine  every  hour, 
and  to  have  four  ounces  of  brandy  daily. 

May  28th.— Has  given  the  night  narse  a  great  daal 
of  trouble.  He  wandered  about  (Aie  hospital  most  of 
the  night,  but  towards  morning  became  quieter.  Ha 
is  now  quiet  and  sensible.  He  says  he  is  a  saflor,  and 
that  he  was  taken  Ul  at  sea;  but  is  not  certein  whsa, 
because  he  was  <'crazy ;"  that  he  had  no  medidne,aiid 
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WM  kept  on  low  diet.  Hie  tongue  is  cleoDer,  tbere  is 
not  fo  moch  heat  of  skin,  and  he  complsins  of  slight 
thirst;  the  urine  is  not  scantj,  bat  high  colbnred; 
pulse  84;  abdomen  slightly  tender. 

29th.— •Expresses  himself  as  quite  well.  All  symp- 
toms hare  left  him.  Quinine  continued  in  smaller  doses. 
June  4th. — He  was  out  yesterday  and  went  on 
board  his  own  ship  to  see  about  his  dothes.  All  his 
symptoms  have  returned— delirium,  anxiety  of  counte- 
nanoe,  funed  tongue,  hot  skin.  To  take  the  quinine 
as  before,  ten  grsins  erery  hour. 

5th. — No  better;  oomplsins  of  *'  cold  shivers."— R. 
Ant.  Tart,  gr.  ij. ;  Pulr.  Ipecac.,  scr.  j.  To  continue 
the  Quinine  as  before,  after  the  sickness  ceases. 

6th.— Expresses  himself  as  quite  "smart." 

8th«— Discharged  cured. 

Case  4.—Richard  Reynolds,  aged  19,  sailor,  admitted 
.  15th  of  June,  under  Dr.  Dundas.  States  that  he  has 
been  ill  three  weeks.  He  presents  the  following 
appearance : — Anxious  countenance ;  great  emaciation ; 
eyes  sunken ;  physical  prostration  and  mental  depression ; 
dark  dry  tongue;  great  thirst  and  heat  of  skin;  urine 
scanty,  high  coloured;  pulse  120,  small.  There  was 
■ligfat  deliriam  and  great  deafness.  To  take  ten  grains 
of  qnmine  every  hour,  and  have  ten  ounoes  of  wine. 

16tti. — ^There  is  very  little  change.  Tie  tongue 
seems  to  be  cleaning  about  its  edges,  and  there  is  ^liglt); 
diaphotesis.  Pulse  1 12,  fuller.  Great  deafoess.  To 
take  the  quinine  every  two  hours,  and  have  an  eg]^ 
for  dinner.  The  quinine  was  not  taken  regularly  during 
the  night. 

1 7th.— Theve  is  great  improvement.  Exoesshnft  deaf- 
nesB  and  lassitude,  are  the  only  symptoms  remaining. 
To  take  the  quinine  three  times  a  day.  A  chop  for 
dinner;  wine  diaoontinned ;  pint  of  porter  ordered. 

ISth.— Convaleeoent. 

Dr.  Dundas  said  this  was  the  last  case  admitted 
into  the  hospital.  He  took  no  active  part  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  cases  himself;  but  notes  were  tsken  for 
the  benefit  of  the  pupils. 

The  PBKSiDEifT  asked  how  much  quinine  was  given. 

Dr.  Dundas  :  Ten  grains  every  hour. 

Dr.  Dickinson:  Might  he  ask,— Was  there  any 
mention  m  the  eases  cited  of  the  state  of  the  skin  ? 
There  was,  he  thought,  no  eruption  alluded  to. 

Dr.  Dundas  said  there  was  no  eruption  in  either  of 
the  two  cases  dted. 

Dr.  Dickinson  :  Then  upon  what  ground  were  they 
to  come  to  the  oondnsion  that  it  was  true  typhus  ? 

Dr.  Dundas  :  The  s^ptoms  and  the  length  of  time 
the  patient  was  ilL 

Dr.  Dickinson  should  doubt  the  existence  of  true 
typhus  in  such  esses  as  these  iiamed.  He  had  not 
heard  of  any  symptom  which  was  to  his  mind  suffi- 
dently  conclusive.  He  had  seen  a  great  deal  of  fever 
for  two  years,  in  a  dispensary  and  in  a  fever  hospital ; 
and  the  two  cases  dted  were  to  him  by  no  means 
satisfectory. 

Dr.  Dundas  said  thete  had  been  cases  in  which 


there  was  an  eruption,  but  he  did  not  think  that  was. 
necessary  in  order  to  constitute  typhus. 

Dr.  Dickinson  :  Might  he  'ask  what  Dr.  Dundas 
deemed  essentially  necessary  to  show  the  existence  of 
true  typhus  fever?  If  they  knew  the  grounds  upon 
which  they  started,  they  would  be  able  to  advance  more 
conclusively. 

Dr.  Dundas  :  I  will  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  Kelly,  of 
the  Drogheda  Fever  Hospital,  which  may  possibly  abate 
Dr.  Dickinson's  scepticism  on  this  point : — 

<*  DraflMds.  Srd  April,  ISSS. 

'*  With  regard  to  your  original  treatment  of  typhus 
fefver,  I  must  acknowledge  myself  a  convert,  as  I  have 
treated  dgbl  cases  of  the  most  severe  description  with 
the  happiest  results. 

'*  I  shall,  however,  enter  into  details  of  one  of  the 
most  severe  cases  under  my  care. 

^*  A  poor  former,  named  Pentony,  aged  55,  was  ad- 
mitted into  hospital  16th  February,  had  been  ten  days 
preiviously  ill.  The  pulse  was  120;  the  tongue  dry 
and  brown ;  he  had  constant  muttering  delirium.  The 
respirations  were  forty  ;  the  skin  covered  with  maculae ; 
the  temperature  90°.  He  had  involuntary  discharges 
and  Bubsultus  tendinum. 

**^n  hpo  dajf9  after  the  administration  of  quinine 
(aooording  to  your  directions)  he  was  commleieent,  and 
left  the  hospital  in  excellent  health  ten  days  after. 

^  In  my  opinion,  such  a  happy  result  could  not  have 
been  procured  by  any  other  treatment  that  I  am 
awate  of. 

*'  bi  ^ree  of  the  fore-mentioned  cases,  four  members 
of  the  femiKes  died  in  the  houses  from  which  my  patients 
were  removed ;  and  in  one  case,  the  patient  had  been 
afflkted  with  chronic  bronchitis  for  years,  but  it  did  not 
militate  against  the  treatment. 

'^Trusting  that  such  an  invaluable  improvement  may 
be  ado|)ted  by  the  members  of  the  profession,  and  that 
my  humble  testimony  may  be  of  service  in  the  trial  of  it, 
**  I  remain,  &c., 

"  To  Dr.  Dundas,  Liverpool."  "  R.  Kklly! 

Dr.  Dickinson  said,  that  when  a  great  question  was 
to  be  settled,  the  evidence  ought  to  be  beyond  dispute. 

Dr.  Dtndas  agreed. 

Dr.  Dickinson  :  Now,  as  to  die  two  cases  brought 
forward  as  examples,  of  course  they  were  deemed  con- 
clnsive,  but  he  must  say  that  he  did  not  see  suffident 
evidence  to  wanant  them  in  drawing  the  conclusion 
that  they  were  true  cases  of  typhus.  At  the  same  thne 
he  ^thought  the  profession  was  very  much  indebted  to 
Dr.  Dundas  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  had 
biDUght  the  subject  forward,  and  the  zeal  which  he  had 
manifested.     (Applause.) 

Dr.  Dundas  would  refer  Dr.  Dickinson  to  Mr.  Edney, 
now  present,  who  had  the  treatment  of  the  cases.  There 
were  always  some  100  cases  in  the  Fever  Hospital. 
These  two  cases  did  not  happen  to  have  eruptions,  but 
he  had  seen  hundreds  of  cases  with  eruptions. 

Mr.  Ckompton  thought  it  was  for  Dr.  Dickinson  to 
stale  what  these  two  cases  were,  if  they  were  not  fever. 
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Dr.  DuNDAS  merely  brought  forward  these  two  cases 
becanse  they  happened  to  be  the  last,  but  there  was  Mr. 
Eddowes  present  who  had  treated  many  hundred  cases' 
in  the  Fever  Hospital. 

J>r.  Nottingham  said  they  were  all  perfectly  satisfied 
of  Dr.  Dnndas's  great  experience  with  regard  to  typhus 
fereri  but  would  he  be  kind  enough  to  give  them  a  few 
cases  treated  simply  on  the  plan  alluded  to,  without  the 
addition  of  any  other  agent. 

Dr.  Dun  DAS  quoted  cases  which  had  been  treated 
goocessfully  with  quinine  only,  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Steely, 
Medical  Superintendent  of  Irish  Quarantine  and  Fever 
Ships  in  the  Mersey^  with  the  following  summary  of 
Dr.  Steele's  experience  : — 

*'  In  the  first  case,  the  decided  effect  on  the  objective 
symptoms  of  the  disease,  in  iteeniy-four  hourSf  was  so 
striking  as  at  once  to  convince  me  of  the  value  and  im- 
portance of  the  remedy ;  and  this  improved  condition 
was  produced  without  the  collateral  advantages  of  ven- 
iUationf  eleanlineiSt  nursing,  nutritiow  diet,  or  stimU' 
lanU, — a  fact  which  greatly  enhances  the  value  of  this 
mode  of  treatment,  in  the  hands  of  those  who,  unhappily, 
have  to  contend  with  the  disease  under  the  most  nnia- 
Tourable  drcumstanoes. 

**  I  have  witnessed  the  results  of  various  methods  of 
treating  fever,  in  severel  hundreds  of  cases,  during  the 
epidemic  of  1847,  in  our  Fever  Hospital,  and  on  board 
the  Fever  Ships  in  the  Mersey,  and  subsequently  in  the 
town ;  but  I  have  never  found  any  remedy,  or  remedies 
which  appeared  to  me  to  cut  short  the  disease,  or  modify 
the  symptoms,  in  the  same  decided  manner  in  which  the 
quinine  has  done  when  fairly  tried." 

Mr.  Crompton  expressed  it  as  his  opinion  that  it 
would  be  better  to  use  the  term  quinism,  or  quinimsm, 
instead  of  the  term  "  cinchonism." 

Dr.  Dickinson  wished  to  say  that  he  did  not  desire 
to  cast  aay  imputation  whatever  upon  Dr.  Dundas's 
node  of  treatment. 

The  FavsiDBNT  asked,— Were  all  the  cases  of  fever 
treated  with  quinine  now  ? 

Mr.  Eddowss  said  that  only  the  worst  cases  were 
treated  by  that  method^  on  account  of  the  expense. 

Dr.  Petris  thought  Dr.  Dickinson's  observations 
merely  referred  to  the  two  cases  cited,  the  history  of 
which  appeared  deficient. 

The  Prxsidxnt  asked  whether  there  were  any  cases 
in  the  hospital  at  that  time  under  this  mode  of  treatment. 

Mr.  Eddowes  said  there  were,  d«Iy. 

Dr.  DuNDAS  read  over  the  symptoms  in  the  two 
cases  again. 

Dr.  Dickinson  still  thought  they  were  not  con- 
clusive. 

Dr.  Nottingham  said,  perhaps  it  would  save  time 
if  Dr.  Dickenson  would  state  what  he  considered  symp- 
tomatic of  typhus  fever. 

Dr.  Dickinson  said  there  were  many  cases  having 
the  symptoms  naiued. 

Dr.  Lton  said  he  believed  he  attended  in  the  unfor- 
tunate position  of  a  visitor  that  day,  but,  with  their 
permission,  he  wished  to  ask  a  question.  He  was 
•truck  by  the  statement  of  Dr.  Dundas  as  to  the  great 
number  of  fever  cases  in  Liverpool.     It  seemed  to  him 


that  that  was  an  enormous  ratio  of  fever  at  this  time 
of  the  year.  He  believed  the  number  of  cases  in 
Idverpool  did  not  exceed  the  number  in  Manchester. 
The  influx  of  Irish  caused  a  preponderance  of  fever. 

Mr.  Eddovtes  said  there  were  100  cases  in  the 
Liverpool  Fever  Hospital. 

Dr.  Lton  said  that  in  Manchester  there  were  thirtj- 
three  or  thurty-fimr  cases  in  the  fever-ward  at  the  pre-, 
sent  time,  but  that  did  not  include  the  great  body  of 
fever  patienti  which  it  formerly  did,  as  they  had  separate 
establishments  in  each  of  the  unions  of  the  town.  In 
Manchester,  therefore,  the  number  of  fever  patients 
collected  together  in  one  point  had  diminished. 

Dr.  Dundas  gave  the  following  cases  of  Mr. 
Gildersleeves' ,  the  Union  Medical  Officer  of  Liverpool:^ 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  T,  L.  Gilder$leeoeSf  Esq.^ 
Union  Medical  Officer,  qf  Liverpool. 

*'  SI,  Oitat  O«orgc  Stxcet,  SSrd  of  IXarek,  IKl 

"  .  .  .  .  Hugh  Evans  resisted  the  effecti  of 
quinine  for  some  days ;  he  took  eltogetber  sixteen  doses 
of  ten  grains,  and  the  only  effect  for  some  time  was 
increased  drowsiness.  It  was  not  until  the  last  dsf, 
when  I  ventured  on  six  consecutive  doses  of  ten  graias, 
that  a  favourable  change  occurred.'' 

Cases  I  and  2  by  Mr.  Gildersleeves.—"  Caroline 
Moore,  aged  35,  and  Barbara  Moore,  aged  14,  mother 
and  daughter,  living  in  a  wretched  court.  No.  4,  Jamaiea 
Street,  were  both  attacked  with  fever,  and  lying  in  tlie 
same  bed.  The  mother  had  been  ill  seven,  titt 
daughter  five  days.  Symptoms  of  typhus  were  vdl 
marked;  the  tongue  was  coated  with  brown  flour  sdA 
quite  dry;  sordes  were  present  on  the  teeth;  the  ikin 
was  hot,  dry,  and  covered  with  pettchiai  spots;  tbs 
pulse  iq»wa»ds  of  100 ;  the  eyes  were  suffused;  that 
was  prostration;  in  the  mother  some  delirium.  Ihsy 
had  taken  salts  and  ^enna  of  their  own  accord  before  I 
visited  them.  They  refused  to  go  to  the  Fever  HoepitaL 
I  ordered  for  the  mother  ten  grains,  and  for  tlie 
daughter  five  grains  of  quinine  every  three  hours. 

**  After  the  second  dose  the  mother  became  qaite 
deaf;  the  daughter,  after  the  third  dose,  complained  of 
tingling  in  her  ears.  The  medicine  was  discoDtinaed 
with  both,  and  sleep  for  some  hours,  followed. 

''On  the  followi*tff  mmmmg  both  were  pdU  cse- 
vakecent.  The  countenance  was  dieerful ;  the  ta^gae 
moist  and  the  brown  fur  had  disappeared.  The  petedod 
spots  remained  for  more  than  a  week,  and  great 
debility,  but  there  was  no  relapse.'' 

Ca»e  3.-^*'  Hugh  Evans,  No.  3,  Crump  Stireet,  IsH^ 
been  ill  two  days.  I  prescribed  a  dose  of  calomd  sad 
antimony,  under  the  supposition  that  the  disease  was 
simple  febricnla.  Typhoid  symptoms  supervened  on 
the  fourth  day.  The  tongue  was  brown,  with  sordes  od 
the  teeth;  pulse  110.  He  had  severe  headache,  ad 
low  muttering  delirium.  I  ordered  three  ten-graia 
doses  of  quinine,  one  to  be  taken  every  three  boorif 
and  six  ounces  of  wine  to  be  taken  at  intervals;  i 
blister  to  the  nape  of  the  neck. 

''Fifth  day. — There  was  no  improvement;  tke 
quinine  and  wine  were  continued  as  yesterday. 
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"Sixth  day. — ^Thcre  was  slight  improvement;  less 
stupor.    The  qoinine  and  wine  were  contlnaed. 

**  Seventh  day. — The  pati^t  was  in  all  respects 
worse;  he  was  coveied  with  petechial  spQ$s;  greatly 
prostrated;  and  had  subsnltus  and  twitching  of  the 
limbs.  I  ordered  six  ten-grain  doses  of  quinine,  one 
to  be  taken  every  three  hours ;  his  wine  to  be  continued, 
«nd  a  quart  of  ale  to  be  given. 

*'  Eighth  day. — There  was  a  most  remarkable  change. 
The  tongue  was  moist  and  clean;  the  brown  fur  gone. 
He  was  perfectly  sensible ;  complained  of  great  debility, 
but  as  regarded  fever,  was  quite  convalescent.  He  bad 
no  relapse.  T.  B.  Gildersleeves." 

Dr.  Lyon  said  that  the  cases  brought  forward  by 
Dr.  Dundas  forcibly  recalled  to  his  mind  the  disadvan- 
tages against  which  they  formerly  had  to  contend  in 
cases  of  typhus.  The  patients  were  frequently  confined 
ID  dirty  dose  habitations,  with  the  absence  of  anything 
like  pure  air.  They  then  used  to  "  throw  in"  bark 
«  and  wine,  a  piactice  which  had  become  obsolete  for  a 
great  length  of  time.  Dr.  Lyon  proceeded  to  say  that 
fever  required  different  treatment  according  to  peculiar 
situations  and  circumstances;  but  pure  air  effected 
more  than  medicine  did  formerly. 

Mr.  TuRNSR  remarked  that  although  there  were 
casee  in  which  the  same  symptoms  did  not  present 
themselves  as  in  pure  typhus  fever ;  still  the  symptoms 
being  similar  the  same  remedies  were  applicable.  In 
one  class  of  cases  there  was  infection,  and  in  the  other 
there  was  not.  In  cases  like  those  of  the  Irish,  who 
some  short  time  ago  immigrated  into  Liverpool  and 
Manchester  in  such  hordes,  and  in  a  state  of  the 
greatest  depression  bordering  on  starvation,  quinine 
must  be  very  beneficial.  But  the  question  was  respect- 
ing those  in  the  Liverpool  Fever  Hospital.  He  thought 
Dr.  Dundas  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  all  the  cases 
admitted  into  the  Liverpool  Fever  Hospital  were  cases 
of  fever.  Now,  there  were  cases  in  the  Manchester 
Hospital  which  were  not  fever,  but  cases  suspected  of 
being  likely  to  terminate  in  typhus,  and  which  were 
admitted  in  order  to  preserve  the  district  In  which  they 
originiited.  They  could  not  distinguish  fever  in  a  very 
.early  stsge.  Did  they  admit  small  pox  into  the  Fever 
Hospital? 

Mr.  Eddowbs  said  they  had  small-pox  wards  in 
Liverpool. 

Mr.  Crompton  had  great  pleasure  in  moving  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  Dr.  Dundas.  He  had  attended  many 
meetings  of  this  Branch  and  of  the  general  Associa- 
tion, but  he  did  not  remember  having  listened  to  a 
jpaper  of  greater  interest  than  that  they  had  just  heard. 
In  what  he  said  he  by  no  means  wished  to  commit 
himself  to  Dr.  Dundas*s  views,  though  he  thought 
that  quinine  might  be  used  with  great  advantage.  It 
.^peared  to  him  that  this  was  one  of  those  questions  < 
which  the  Association,  as  a  body,  ought  to  take  up ; 
that  the  members  ought  to  try  the  plan,  and  bommuni- 
cate  to  Dr.  Dundas  the  result  of  their  experiments. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Burrows  seconded  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr. 
Dundas,  which  was  carried  by  acclamation. 


Quackery, 

Mr.  Ellis  Jokes  alluded  to  the  subject  of  quackery, 
and  said  that  in  Edinburgh  they  had  a  summary  mode 
of  dealing  with  impostors.  He  read  the  following  ex- 
tract from  a  letter  bearing  upon  this  subject : — **  I 
believe  the  Doctor  is  in  custody  on  account  of  sevecsl 
cases  of  pretended  cures,  or  at  all  events^  of  patients 
treated  and  charged  as  a  medical  practitioner.  It  is 
not  yet  known  which  nor  how  many  of  them  may  be 
ultimately  proceeded  upon.  The  plea  for  the  Crown 
will  be  that  be  knew  he  was  not  a  "M.D.."  and  that 
by  representing  himself  to  be  so,  and  receiving  money 
which  was  paid  on  the  faith  of  that  representation,  he 
has  committed  the  offence  which  our  law  calls  **  False- 
hood, Fraud,  and  Wilful  Imposition."  *'  The  Baron" 
got  his  ten  years  from  Edinburgh^  and  it  is  not  at  all 
unlikely  that  the  "  Doctor,"  will  be  just  as  severely 
dealt  with.  Ho  was  liable  to  ten  years  imprisonment. 
The  man  referred  to  practised  in  Liverpool  some  time 
since,  and  his  name  was  Murray  alias  Watson. 

Dr.  Nottingham  then  read  a  paper  "  On  the  Treat- 
ment of  Conical  Cornea/'  for  which  he  received  the 
thanks  of  the  meeting. 

THE  DINNKB. 

At  three  o'clock  the  members  dined  together  at  the 
Adelphi,  where  the  attendance  was  rather  more  nnmerow 
than  at  the  business  meeting.  The  provision  made  by 
Mr.  Radley  was  very  creditable  to  his  establishment, 
and  calculated  to  enhance  his  reputation  in  matters  of 
the  ew$ine.  R.  Bickersteth,  Esq.,  presided;  and 
amongst  those  present  were  Geoige  Southern,  Esq., 
Manchester;  James  Petrie,  M.D.,  Liverpool;  A.  0« 
Leete,  Esq.,  Newton  Le  Willows ;  P.  Macintyre,  M.D., 
Liverpool;  George  Daglish,  Esq.,  Wigan;  Edmund 
Lyon,  M.D.,  Manchester;  John  Nottingham,  M.D., 
Liverpool;  J.  Armitage  Pearson,  Esq.,  Liverpool; 
Thos.  Turner,  Esq.,  Manchester;  John  Hatton,  Esq., 
(Honorary  Secretary,)  Manchester ;  Ellis  Jones,  Esq., 
Liverpool;  John  Halliday,  Esq.,  Seaoombe;  JasMS 
Hakes,  Bsq.,  Liverpool;  Edw.  Waters,  M.D.,  Chester; 
Thomas  Gaskell,  Esq.,  St.  Helen's;  Wm.  Wall,  Esq., 
Northern  Hospitsl,  Liverpool ;  J.  Sharp,  Esq.,  War- 
rington;  Henry  Pritchard,  Esq.,  Fairfield;  W.  H. 
Fitzpatrick,  Esq.,  Knotty  Ash;  Edmund  Park,  Esq., 
West  Derby;  Joseph  Dickinson,  M.D.,  Liverpool; 
Edward  Batty,  Esq.,  Liverpool;  J.  Black,  M.D.. 
Bolton ;  George  Malett.  Esq.,  Bolton ;  Robert  DundM, 
M.D.,  Liverpool;  A.  D.  Dunstan,  Esq.,  Hohnes 
Chapel;  W.  H.  Duncan,  M.D.,  Liver]^l;  and  S. 
Cirompton,  Esq.,  Manchester.  Several  excellent  speeches 
were  delivered,  and  the  greatest  harmony  and  fesUfity 
prevailed. 

The  President  having  given  the  usual  loyal  toasts, 
which  were  drunk  with  enthusissm,  proposed,  "The 
Provincisl  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  and  Sir 
Charles  Hastings."     (Drunk  with  applause.) 

Dr.  DicKimoN  regretted  that  it  had  not  fidlen  to  the 
lot  of  some  one  more  able  to  respond  to  this  toast.    In 
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eloqaent  Umgoage  be  alluded  to  their  eariy  straggles, 
the  anzietiee  and  fearq  of  the  medical  m&n,  which  were, 
howeveri  amply  repaid  by  the  smiles  of  royalty,  and  the 
«nooiiiaging  approval  of  the  first  seats  of  learning. 
(Applause.)  When  they  saw  Su:  Charles  Hastings  in 
the  position  which  he  now  occupied,  looked  upon  as  he 
was,  unequalled  in  his  profession,  they  could  not  bat 
feel  satisfibction  and  pride*  (Applause.)  In  conclusion 
Br.  Dickinson  said,  that  no  class  of  men  derired  greater 
benefit  from  social  meetings  of  this  description  than 
those  belonging  to  the  medical  profession,  and  he  hoped 
that  such  reunions  would  more  frequently  take  place,  to 
cement  them  in  the  bond  of  brotherhood  and  good 
fteling.     (Applause.) 

The  President  next  gave,  ''The  Lancashire  and 
Cheshire  Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association." 

Mr.  Ellis  Joneb  briery  responded.  He  expressed 
the  satisfaction  which  the  medical  men  of  Liverpool  felt 
at  seeing  so  many  gentlemen  from  other  places  present. 
He  should  have  liked  to  have  seen  more  of  them  at  their 
meeting  at  the  Medical  Institution ;  and  he  hoped  that, 
(altiiough  everything  had  passed  off  exceedingly  weU,) 
next  year,  whether  they  met  at  Chester  or  elsewhere, 
they  would  have  a  larger  muster.     (Applause.) 

The  President  gave,  **  The  late  President  and  Vice- 
Presidents,  Thomas  Turner,  Esq.,  R.  Broadbent,  Esq., 
ted  Dr.  Broughton." 

Mr.  Thomas  Turner  said,  that  having  had  the 
pleasure  of  presiding  over  a  meeting  held  in  Manchester 
some  months  ago,  he  could  not  forbear  the  pleasure 
of  attending  this  meeting,  and  congratulating  Mr. 
Bickersteth  on  the  position  to  which  he  vras  called, 
(Applause.)  He  agreed  with  Dr.  Diddnson,  that  these 
meetings  were  not  only  most  delightful,  but  profitable  in . 
.a  professional  point  of  view,  and  not  only  in  relation- to 
themselves,  but  the  community  at  large,  (Applause.) 
For  it  oould  not  be  considered  that  these  meetings  were 
.private.  There  was  some  one  amongst  them  who,  no 
doubt,  would  give  their  proceedings  publicity ;  and  they 
knew  that  the  public  were  curious  to  know  what  was 
going  on  in  the  profession.  It  was  true  they  were 
assailed  by  unworthy  intruders, — by  men  who  had 
deviated  from  the  path  of  honour,  and  chosen  that  of 
disgrace.  They  would  all  agree  with  him  when  he  stated 
that  there  were  two  roads  in  the  profession :  one  which 
the  disappointed  and  ignorant,  and  men  who  did  not 
possess  moral  principle,  too  often  pursued;  but  he  was 
happy  to  say  there  was  a  straight  path,  which  was 
bounded  on  each  side  by  those  principles  of  uprightness 
which  ought  to  attach  to  their  profession,  and  without 
whidi  they  were  not  worthy  of  standing  in  society. 
(Applause.)  Their  profession  had  certain  principles 
conneeted  with  it — dignity,  honour,  liberality,  humanity, 
and  unwearied  searching  after  truth.  (Applause.)  He 
believed  these  were  the  principles  by  which  they  should 
be  guided,  and  that  if  they  were  departed  from  in  any 
one  instance,  the  individual  so  deriating  committed  -a 
great  breach  of  integrity,  and  was  undeserving  of  esteem, 
and  of  any  notice  other  than  the  ignominy  which  would 
attadi  to  him.    What  was  it  ?^htch  gave  their  profession 


the  position  which  it  now  held  in  the  minds  of  all  moi 
who  appreciated  what  was  right  ?  Their  professioa  was 
characteiised  as  a  dignified  profession.  There  was  no 
dignity  in  the  profession  itself,  but  it  depended  upon 
the  conduct  of  those  who  belonged  to  it.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  would  not  call  men  by  their  names  acoordmg  to 
the  doctrines  they  professed,  but  he  said'  if  they  saw 
men  departing  from  those  principles  of  liberality  hj 
which  they  should  be  actuated,  they  must  be  looked 
upon  as  unworthy.  When  they  saw  men  condemning 
their  brethren,  either  by  innuendo  or  in  some  other 
way,  and  making  it  appear  as  though  they  were  in 
error,  and  were  guilty  of  some  want  of  talent,  skill,  or 
integrity,  such  men  were  not  worthy  to  be  included  in 
the  list  of  the  honourable  members  of  the  professioD. 
(Applause.)  It  was  only  the  dishonourable  who  were 
excluded  from  a  room  like  that ;  they  met  men  whom 
they  had  a  pleasure  in  meeting,  whom  they  reoognind 
as  honourable  members  of  the  profession,  and  with  whom 
they  could  associate  without  reproach.  (Applause.)  Mr. 
Turner,  in  conclusion,  proposed  "  The  health  of  tfadrf 
President,  Mr.  Bickersteth . ' '  No  man  in  the  profession 
stood  higher  in  public  estimation,  and  in  private  worth, 
than  the  gentleman  who  occupied  the  chair,  and  if  he 
was  not  proud  of  his  own  position,  he  ought  to  be 
proud  of  the  associates  he  had  in  his  excellent  brothers. 
(Applause.)  How  much  law,  divinity,  and  physic  had 
been  dignified  by  the  name  of  Bickersteth.  (Applsnse.) 
He  was  sure  he  only  feebly  expressed  the  sentiment  of 
the  meeting  when  he  wished  Mr.  Bickersteth  and  bis 
family  long  life,  and  might  they,  as  long  as  they  Bved, 
continue  an  ornament  to  society. 

The  pRBSisENT,  in  reply,  said  that  Mr.  Toner  had 
placed  him  in  considerable  diflSculty.  He  bad  been  toe 
hard  a  worker  for  between  forty  and  fifty  years  to  he  a 
good  speaker.  (Applause.)  He  had  no  power  of 
making  long  speeches,  but  he  returned  them  his  nneere 
and  hearty  thanks,  and  he  hoped  that  a  few  more  yean 
would  be  spared  him,  though  his  race  was  nearly  roB, 
to  meet  them  on  these  occasions.     (Applause.) 

Dr.  Duncan  proposed  "  The  health  of  the  Presideot- 
Elect,  Dr.  BUck,"  a  gentleman  whose  personsl  acqnaint- 
anoe  he  had  had  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  for  many  yeaxt, 
and  whose  name  was  known  to  them  all  by  his  writingi. 
(Applause.) 

Dr.  Black  said  the  compliment '  was  quite  noex- 
pected,  and  therefore  anything  he  could  say  in  reton 
must  be  altogether  ixmdequate.  He  had  long  been  a 
member  of  this  Association,  and  at  this  distant  peiiod 
he  was  happy  to  meet  the  Branch  in  IdverpooL 
(Applause.)  They  had  not  mustered  so  strong  as  he 
expected.  He  had  seen  a  larger  meeting  at  Newton, 
and  whether  the  comparative  smallness  of  their  attend- 
ance was  owing  to  their  getting  at  one  end  of  the  pole 
or  not,  he  could  not  tell.  Certain  it  was  that  thecentis 
attracted  both  ends;  however,  he  was  much  pleased 
with  their  proceedings  that  day,  and  with  the  sentimefitt 
expressed.  (Applause.)  A  great  change  was  going  on, 
and  great  innovation  was  being  made  in  what  was  caDed 
the  scientific  practice  of  the  profession,  both  by  qna(4s 
and  regular  practitioners.    Their  great  object  should 
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be,  to  guard  against  empiricism,  which  in  many 
inatances  had  taken  the  place  of  pure  science.  They 
knew  by  discoveries  nnder  the  microscope  that  the 
science  of  chemistry  was  one  of  profound  research. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Those  who  had  adopted  the  profession 
of  empiricism  pretended  that  they  could  cure  disease, 
without  reference  to  anatomical  or  pathological  science. 
According  to  their  doctrine  a  certain  number  of  grains 
would  cure,  without  reference  to  either.  (Applause.) 
Chemistry  was  the  most  exact  Maence  in  the  world,  but 
their  pursuit  was  by  no  means  confined  to  that,  and  he 
warned  them  against  delivering  themselves  up  to  a  sort 
of  theoretical  empiricism,  mesmerism,  homoeopathy,  or 
whatever  else  it  might  be.  The  great  thing  they  had 
to  guard  against  was,  losing  sight  of  their  old  founda- 
tions.    (Great  applause.") 

Mr.' MA.LBTT  proposed  the  ''  Council  of  the  Branch.'' 

Mr.  South  AM  responded .  He  did  not  know  that  the 
duties  of  the  Council  were  very  arduous,  but  he  believed 
^they  had  some  few  to  perform,  and  he  was  glad  to  see 
that  their  services  were  appreciated.  (Applause.)  They 
were  very  much  indebted  to  Sir  Charles  Hastings  for 
tlie  present  prosperity  of  the  Association,  but  the  pros- 
perous state  of  this  Branch  was  mainly  owing  to  the 
ability  and  energy  displayed  by  their  Hon.  Secretary. 
(Applause.)  So  long  as  they  retained  Mr.  Hatton  in 
office,  they  would  continue  to  prosper,  and  he  thought 
it  would  be  very  advantageous  if  they  had  a  gentleman 
in  Liverpool  to  take  a  similar  active  part  to  that  taken 
by  Mr.  Hatton  in  Manchester.     (Applause.) 

The  PtiBSioENT  said  that,  after  the  observations  they 
had  just  heard  from  Mr.  Southam,  it  was  unnecessary 
for  him  to  do  more  than  simply  propose  "  Mr.  Hatton's 
faefath."     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Turner  begged  leave  to  say  a  few  words.  Mr. 
Hatton  had  signified  his  intention  to  resign,  but  on  the 
solicitation  of  Sir  Charles  Hastings  and  himself,  he  had 
consented  to  retain  the  office  of  Secretary,  and  they 
would  not  part  with  him.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Hatton  briefly  acknowledged  the  compliment 
which  had  been  paid  him.  It  was  a  source  of  great 
gratification  to  him  to  be  received  in  the  way  he 
always  was  at  these  anniversary  meetings.  Perhaps 
Hbe  President  was  not  aware  that  he  had  now  completed 
his  tenth  year  of  office.  (Applause.)  It  was  his  wish 
now,  as  Mr.  Turner  had  stated,  to  resign  the  Secretary- 
ship into  the  hands  of  some  other  individual,  as  he  did 
not  think  that  any  one  was  justified  in  holding  office 
for  such  a  length  of  time.  Certiunly  his  post  was 
attended  with  a  great  deal  of  troufte,  but  then  it  had 
been  to  him  a  '*  labour  of  love,"  for  he  had  seen  his 
exertions  on  behalf  of  this  Branch  seconded  by  all  the 
respectable  members  of  the  profession,  and  that  amply 
repaid  him.  (Hear,  hear.)  Mr.  Malett  had  said'  that 
he  could  not  speak  as  to  the  arduous  duties  of  the 
Council,  but  he  (Mr.  Hatton)  could  inform  them  that 
thgr  were  all  concentrated  on  the  Secretary.  (Laughter 
and  applause.)  It  was  fully  his  intention  to  have 
resigned,  but  after  the  handsome  manner  in  which  he 
bad  been  solicited  to  remain  in  office  by  Sir  Charles 
'  Hastings,  Mr.  Sheppard,  and  Mr.  Turner,  he  did  not 


think  he  should  be  justified  in  doing  so.  (Applause.) 
Meetings  like  this  were  their  only  means  of  keeping  up 
the  Association  in  an  efficient  state ;  he  had  now  com^ 
pleted  his  tenth  year,  and  if  he  .could  only  get  his 
professional  brethren  to  join  him  at  such  meetings,  he 
had  no  objection  to  be  Secretary  ten  years  more. 
(Applause.)  They  could  not  attend  a  meeting  like 
that  without  being  benefitted.  They  met  old  friends 
they  had  not  seen  for  years,  fellow  students,  and  men 
whose  acquaintance  they  wished  to  continue.  Dr. 
Black  had  alluded  to  their  more  numerous  attendance 
at  Newton,  but  their  meetings  there  had  dwindled  down 
to  fifteen.  At  this  meeting  there  were  some  thirty^ 
and  he  hoped  they  would  have  double  the  number  at 
Chester,  and  120  the  year  following.  (Applause.) 
When  he  looked  at  the  railway  map  he  found  there  was 
no  place  so  well  situated  as  South  Lancashire  and 
Cheshire  for  obtaining  a  good  meUing  of  the  medical 
profession.  They  were  so  centralized  by  the  railways 
that  they  might,  with  a  little  exertion,  obtain  one  of  the 
largest  branches  in  the  kingdom.  Mr.  Hatton  stated 
his  belief  that  this  was  the  first  Branch  which  paid  its 
own  expenses.  By  the  additional  subscription  of  half 
a  crown,  which  every  one  paid  wiHingly,  they  were 
independent  of  aid  from  the  Parent  Society,  and  were 
enabled  that  day  to  make  a  donation  of  £h  to  the 
Benevolent  Fond,     (Applause.) 

Several  other  toasts  followed.  Mr.  Pearson  pro- 
posed "  The  New  Members,"  which  was  responded  to 
by'  Dr.  Dundas,  who  till  that  day  had  only  been  a 
member  of  the  General  Association.  The  President 
gave  "  The  Visitors ;"  replied  to  by  Dr.  Lyon.  Dr. 
Black  projiosed  *'  The  memory  of  Dr.  Jefferys;"  Mr. 
Turner,  "Mr.  Batty  and  Medical  Education."  Mr. 
Battt  acknowledged  the  compliment  in  an  appropriate 
speech.  The  Secretary  proposed  "  The  Pft>fessioA 
in  Chester,  and  Dr.  Waters,"  which  was  responded  to 
by  that  gentleman.  Mr.  Pearson  proposed  "  The 
Maintenance  and  Honour  of  our  Professiol,  and 
unity  and  good  will  to  all  legitimate  Practitioners.^ 
(Applause.)  He  also  proposed  *'  Mr.  Turner's"  health, 
which  was  dnmk  with  enthusiasm,  and  duly  responded 
to.  The  health  of  "  Mr.  Ellis  Jones  (Local  Secretary) 
and  Mr.  Pearson,"  who  had  made  such  excellent 
arrangements  for  the  dinner,  was  proposed  by  the 
Secretary,  and  rapturously  drunk.  Mr.  DunstaK 
propcraed  "Success  to  the  next  Meeting  at  Oxford,"* 
and  the  party  broke  up,  having  again  drunk  the  health 
o^  their  President,  who  in  one  brief  sentence  appropri- 
ately replied. 
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In  consequence  of  the  general  meeting  of  the  whole 
of  the  Parent  Association  having  been  appointed  to  be 
held  in  1851,  at  Brighton,  it  was  considered  by  the 
members  of  the  committees  of  management  of  the  last 
and  present  year,  to  be  unnecessary  and  inexpedient 
to  have  the  usual  annual  meeting  of  this  branch. 
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It  was  therefore  agreed  that  the  Folkestone  meeting, 
as  appointed  at  Gaildford,  should  be  postponed  to 
Wednesday,  the  30th  of  June,  1852,  to  which  the 
members  of  the  86uth-£astem  Branch  were  invited. 

The  gentlemen  assembled  at  the  Pavilion  Hotel, 
when  there  were  present— Fred.  Hanrey  Sankey,  Esq., 
Wingbam;  Amelius  Sicard,  Esq.,  Bridge,  Canterbury; 
James  Reid,  Esq.,  Canterbury;  John  Beet,  Esq., 
Ashford;  Peter  John  Martin,  Esq.,  Pulborough; 
Edward  Long,  Esq.,  Barham;  Thomas  Martin,  Esq., 
Reigate;  George  Bottomley,  Esq.,  Croydon;  Peter 
Martin,  Esq  ,  Reigate;  Isaac  Hargraves,  Esq.,  Tun* 
bridge  WeUs;  William  Alexander  Greenhill,  M.D., 
Hastings ;  John  Penkivil,  Esq.,  Staplehurst ;  Alfred 
B.  Andrews,  Esq.,  Canterbury ;  John  T.  Terry,  Esq., 
Wittersham  :  Robert  Martin,  M.B.,  Pulborough ; 
Andrew  Wood  Baijrdf  M.D.,  Dover;  Willam  Sankey, 
Esq.,  Dover;  Francis  William  Pittock,  Esq.,  SeUinge; 
Henry  Whitfield,  Esq.,  Ashford ;  Thomas  H.  Silvester, 
M.D.,  Clapham ;  Silvester  Eastes,  Esq.,  Folkestone; 
Peter  Rascow, Esq.,  Folkestone;  James  Stedman,  Esq., 
Guildford. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  President,  Mr.  Stedman,  took 
the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  at  the 
meetings  at  Guildford  and  Reigate  having  been  approved 
and  confirmed, 

Mr.  ST£Dif  AN,  of  Guildford,  then  addressed  the 
gentlemen  present  to  the  following  effect : — 

Gentlemen, — ^After  an  interval  of  two  years,  occasioned 
'by  the  holding  of  die  general  meeting  of  the  Association 
^t  Brighton  last  year,  witWn  this  district,  I  have  to  ex- 
press the  great  gratification  I  feel  in  common  with 
many  of  my  friends  in  Surrey  and  Sussex,  at  being 
>«nabled  to  meet  you  at  this  interesting  place— interest- 
ing in  many  points  of  view,  and  more  especially  so,  as 
being  the  birth-place  of  one  of  the  greatest  of  physiolo- 
gists and  physicians,  who  will  I  am  sure,  be  alluded  to 
by  my  successor  in  this  chain  in  a  much  more  able 
manner  than  I  can  have  the  power  of  doing.  Permit 
me  to  offer  my  best  thanks  for  the  great  kindness  and 
•condescension  I  have  experienced  from  the  members  of 
the  South-Eastem  Branch  of  the  Association,  during 
ihe  time  I  have  had  the  honour  of  holding  the  presidency 
of  this  branch,  and  more  particularly  for  the  honour  I 
received  by  having  so  numerous  an  attendance  of  the 
members  at  our  meeting  at  Guildford.  At  that  meeting 
the  nomination  of  Dr.  Soulby  of  Dover,  as  the  future 
President,  was  hailed  with  great  satisfaction.  In  de- 
ploring his  absence,  I  am  sure  that  I  express  the  great 
regret  and  sympathy  of  the  general  Association,  and  of 
this  branch  in  particular,  at  the  cause  of  his  being' 
unable  to  meet  us  on  this  occasion.  I  have  just  now 
received  a  letter  from  him,  which  I  shall  presently  take 
the  liberty  of  submitting  to  you,  and  I  trust  that  he  may 
be  assured  from  this  meeting,  that  it  will  be  a  source  of 
joy  to  us  all  when  we  hear  of  his  being  restored  to  health, 
80  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  pursue  his  course  of  use- 
fulness. It  now  becomes  my  pleasing  duty  to  place  in 
this  chair  a  gentlemen  whose  general  reputation  and 
bigh  standing  in  the  profession  entitle  him  to  receiive 
our  best  support,  and  who,  on  the  emergency  of  Dr. 


Soulby'a  illness,  has  kindly  undertaken  to  preside  on 
this  occasion,  and  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  duties  of  ttie 
President  of  this  meeting,  he  will  prove  that  he  is 
eminently  qualified  to  dignify  the  Association. 

The  Sbcrbtary  then  read  the  letter,  wUdi  had  been 
addressed  to  Mr.  Stedman  by  Dr.  Soulby,  exptrna^ 
his  deep  regret  that  he  wu  unable  to  attend  tiie 
meeting  as  the  succesflor  of  Mr.  Stedman,  as  had  boea 
appointed  at  the  meetuig  at  Guildford,  on  aceomttef 
severe  illness,  whereupon  it  was  moved  and  seoooded 
unanimously, — 

*'  That  this  meeting  desires  to  express  to  Dr.  Soolbjr 
the  sincere  regret  of  the  members  present  at  the  iflooi 
under  which  he  is  now  suffering,  and  which  depriin 
the  meeting  of  the  advantages  of  bis  presidency,  ioA  to 
offer  to  him  the  expression  of  their  sympathy  axkdcordiil 
good  wishes  for  his  complete  recovery." 

The  Treasurer  then  presented  his  summary  of  soeomt 
from  the  26th  of  June,  1850,  to  the  30th  of  JuAe,  1852, 
as  follows : — 

Ejcpenditure. 
1850.  £  i.  d. 

June  26th.— Balance  due  to  the  Treasurer    3  13   4 
Oct.  21st. — Account  paid  to  Mr.  Ailing- 
ham— Printing,  stationary,  and  stamps  14  16   2 
1851. 
August  25th.— A  further  account^Print- 

ing  and  stationary  expenses        2  11   6 

Sept.  11. — Printing  account  0  12   6 

1852. 
June  24th. — Printing,  envelopes,  stamps    3    0   ( 
„    30th. — Balance    in  the  Treasurer's 
hands  


Reee^d, 
1852. 

June  30th. — Amount    received  in  half- 
crown  subscriptions    29    6  0 

Examined  and  approved, 

W.  A.  Greenhill,  M.D'. 
J.  Hargravks. 

Mr.  Stedman  having  then  left  the  cbair,  it  was  tfkm 
by  Mr.  Sankrt,  of  Wingham,  who  addressed  Ike 
meeting  as  follows  :-* 

Gentlemen,— Dr.  Soulby,  the  President-Eleet,  ta 
requested  me  to  take  his  place  on  the  present  oocssiaBf 
a  task  I  can  assure  you  I  should  have  shilmk  finom  hti 
I  not  felt  that  I  slAuld  have  the  able  assistance  of  oar 
most  excellent  Secretary  in  directing  me  to  a  props 
fulfilment  of  the  duties  which  will  devolve  upon  me;  I 
must,  however,  beg  your  indulgence  and  support,  and 
as  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  so  few  of  yov 
meetings,  I  trust  that  any  deficiencies  on  my  part  will 
be  excused. 

Dr.  Soulby,  I  regret  to  say,  is  prerented  by  aew» 
iUness  from  joining  u|^.  I  am  sure  that  those  ainbiig 
you  who  know  the  untiring  energy,  the  zeal,  and  the 
esprit  de  corps  which  he  has  always  shown,  will  readily 
believe  that  no^  trifling  matter  would  have  depriTcd  us 
of  his  services  this  day;  and  I  hope  that  I  may  be 
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allowed,  when  I  again  see  him,  to  conyey  to  him  the 
■ympatiiy  of  all  here  present.  I  trnst  also  that  you 
wOl  all  join  me  in  ezpreaaing  our  cordial  thanki  to  Mr. 
Stedman,  the  retiring  President,  for  the  kindness  and 
ability  erinoed  daring  the  two  years  he  has  occupied 
the  diair;  thase  among  yo«  who  had  the  plaasnre  of 
assembling  nnd6r  Jiis  able  pnstdsncy  at  Gnildford^  can 
better  appreciate  fakrvarrioas  than  I  who  had  not  the 
opportonity  of  being  present  on  Oat  oosMien.  Amongst 
those  who  were  then  present,  there  was  one  (Dr.  Mack- 
ness,)  who  has  since  pMsed  "  to  that  boomofrom  whence 
no  trsTeller  retHBs,"  and  whose  death  was  so  feelingly 
alluded  to  in  Br.  Jenks's  address  last  year  at  Brighton, 
especially  in  reference  to  the  medical  topography  of  the 
southern  coast,  on  which  he  was  then  to  have  addressed 
ns,  had  he  been  spared. 

The  town  of  Folkestone  in  which  we  are  now  assem- 
bled, is  one  of  considerable  antiquity.  Lambarde  says 
it  was  called  in  Saxon,  '*  Foleutane,  id  eslpopuli  lapisi 
or  else  Flostane,  which  signilieth  a  rocke,  coast,  or 
place  of  stone  which  b^nneth  here,  for  otherwise  the 
diffe  from  Dover  till  you  come  almost  hither. is  of 
chalke."  It  is  only  of  late  years  that  it  has  been 
resorted  to  by  invalids.  The  neighbouring  town  of 
Sandgate  has,  however,  for  thirty  or  forty  years  been 
Imown  as  a  favourite  bathing  place,  especially  by  families 
connected  with  the  county.  The  introduction  of  the 
nilway  has  had  considerable  influence  on  both  places, 
as  the  population  returns  will  show.  In  1841  the 
population  of  Folkestone,  in  which  the  greater  part  of 
Sandgate  is  included,  was  4418,  at  the  hist  census  it 
amounted  to  6637>  an  increase  of  50  per  cent. 

Hie  situation  of  Folkestone  is  very  inviting,  the 
recession  of  the  Chalk  Hills,  which  here  leave  the  coast, 
forming  an  amphitheatre,  sloping  to  the  south,  and 
protected  by  the  heights  above  from  the  north  and  east. 
Ftom  the  base  of  the  hills  several  springs  burst  forth, 
which,  meandering  towards  the  sea,  increase  the  verdure, 
and  add  to  the  variety  of  the  scene.  Of  these  springs, 
one  at  Ford  is  chalybeate,  and  if  it  is  not  so  powerful 
as  tome  more  celebrated,  may,  nevertheless,  when 
combined  with  the  advantages  of  sea-air  and  bathing, 
be  of  essential  use  in  certain  cases.  According  to  the 
locnl  guide  book  the  water  contains  carbonate,  muriate, 
and  sulphate  of  soda,  carbonate  and  muriate  of  lime, 
and  cariMsato  of  iron. 

Mr.  Mottley,  who  has  enmined  the  vital  statistics  of 
several  places  on  the  coast,  with  the  view  of  comparing 
tliem  with  Maigato,  olasscs  FbQccstone  among  the 
healthiest,  the  deaths  being  as  follows  :•— 


At  Margate     ••«    ••• 

1  death  to  63 

,,    Folkestone 

i»       63 

„  Hastings    

If       52 

„  Tunbridge  Wells 

u       49 

„  Dover        

»       47 

,,  Brighton 

»        47 

Both  Folkestone  and  Sanclgate  are  well  supplied  with 
every  aooominodatbn  for  visitors  seeking  either  health 
or  amuement.  The  excellent  bathing  at  the  latter 
place,  Ihe  beantifnl  walks  and  drives  in  the  neigbbour- 
Viod,  with  the  great  variety  of  the  geological  and 
"botanical  features  of  ihe  surrounding  locality,  and  the 
fiwility  with  which  eilher  town  can  be  now  reached  by 
railway,  must  continue  to  render  them  places  of  favouri^ 


resort.  Folkestone  has  been  long  noted  for  the  excel- 
lence of  its  fish ;  possibly  its  bloater  herrings  may  be 
in  as  much  repute  in  modem  Rome  a^  were  its  oysters 
in  andent  days. 

Lambarde  tells  us,— ''John  Twyne  oommendeth 
above  all  otiiers,  the  oiatres  that  oome  from  Folkestone^ 
as  well  for  the  taste  as  for  the  greatness,  contending 
that  the  same  were  those  that  for  dainties  were  anciently 
transported  to  Rome." 

There  atf  not  many  names  of  note  connected  with 
Fdkestone,  passmg  over  that  of  John  Philipot,  the 
author  of  ''ViUare  Canlcanum,"  or  Kent,  surveyed 
and  illustrated,  who  was  a  native  of  this  place. 

The  most  illustrious  name  is  that  of  William  Harvey^ 
the  immortal  discoverer  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood  ; 
and  as  our  meeting  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Folke- 
stone, with  especial  reference  to  it  as  his  birth-place, 
I  purpose,  with  your  permission,  to  give  a  short  sketch 
of  his  life.  He  was  bom  in  this  town  on  the  2nd  of 
April,  1578,  the  oldest  of  seven  sons  of  Thomas 
Harvey  and  Joan  Halke.  WiUiam  adopted  the  profes- 
sion of  medicine ;  his  five  brothers,  Thomas,  Daniel^ 
Elial,  Michael,  and  Matthew,  became  merchants, 
trading  with  the  Levant.  Anotlier  brother,  John,  was 
a  man  of  note  in  his  day,  being  one  of  the  King's 
receivers  for  Lincolnshire;  and  sat  as  a  Member  of 
Parliament  for  Hythe  in  the  16th  year  of  Charles  I. 
At  the  age  of  10  years  Harvey  was  sent  to  the  grammar 
school  at  Canterbury,  and  at  16  was  removed  to  Caius 
College,  Cambridge.  He  remained  there  three  or  four 
years,  and  at  the  age  of  19  took  the  degreee  of  B.A., 
in  the  year  1597.  In  the  following  year  he  commenced 
the  study  of  anatomy,  at  Padua,  under  the  celebrated 
Fabricius  ab  Aquapendente.  Having  passed  five  years  at 
that,  then  celebrated  University,  he,  in  the  24th  year 
of  his  age,  1602,  obtained  his  diploma  as  Doctor  of 
Medicine ;  and  returning  to  England  in  the  course  of 
the  same  year,  and  submihirig  to  the  requisite  forms^ 
he  also  received  his  Doctor's  degree  from  his  original 
University  of  Cambridge ;  and  then  going  to  London, 
and  taking  to  himself  as  a  wife  the  daughter  of  Dr. 
Lancet  Browne,  is  his  26ili  year,  he  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  In  1604  Harvey's  name 
appeared  on  the  roll  of  the  candidates  for  admission  to 
the  fellowship  of  the  College  of  Physicians ;  and  at  the 
expiration  of  the  probationary  three  years  he  was^ 
admitted  to  the  distinction  to  which  he  aspired.  la 
1609  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Physician  to  St» 
Bartholomew's  Hospital.  In  1615  he  was  chosen  to> 
deliver  the  lectures  on  anatomy  and  surgery  at  the 
College  of  Physicians,  founded  by  I^.  Richard 
Caldwall ;  and  it  is  generally  allowed  that  in  the  very 
first  course  he  gave,  in  the  month  of  April  following^ 
he  presented  a  detailed  exposition  of  those  views  con* 
cerning  the  curculafion  of  the  blood  which  has  rendered 
his  name  immortal.  The  circulation,  it  would  seem, 
continued  to  form  one  of  the  subjects  in  the  lectures 
on  anatomy  which  Harvey  continued  to  deliver  for 
many  years  afterwards  at  the  College  of  Physicians; 
but  it  was  not  till  1628,  in  the  50th  year  of  his  age, 
that  he  published  his  '*  Exerdtatio  Anatomica  de 
motu  Cordis  et  Sanguinis."  He  had  previously  been 
appomted  Physician  Extraordinary  to  the  reigning 
Sovereign,    James    I.,    and   continued    to    hold  the 


378 


SOUTH-EASTERN  BRANCH  MEETING. 


appou^ment  in  the  reign  of  his  snooessor  Charles  I., 
who  appears  to  have  taken  great  interest  in  the  physio- 
logical enquiries  of  the  great  anatomist,  and  to  have 
had  several  exhibitions  prepared  of  the  pnnctam 
saHens  in  the  embryo  chick  and  the  deer,  and  to  hare 
witnessed  the  dissections  of  many  of  the  does  which  he 
Hberally  placed  at  Harrey's  disposal  whilst  he  was  pro- 
secQting  his  inquuies  into  the  subject  of  generation. 
Harvey,  as  a  physician,  was  now  in  the  zenith  of  his 
reputation.  His  practice,  If  we  may  juSge  by  the 
sum  of  money  he  is  stated  to  have  left  behind  hirn^i 
must  have  been  very  eonsiderable;  but  his  connection 
with  the  Court  stood  in  the  way  of  his  improving  his 
position ;  and  then,  the  appearance  of  his  work  on  the 
circulation  gave  a  decided  check  to  his  professional 
prosperity,  which  he  himself  ascribed  to  the  opposition 
and  jealousy  of  his  rivals;  but  it  is  more  probable  that 
the  habits  of  abstract  speculation  in  which  he  then 
began  to  indulge  caused  him  to  neglect  the  usual  arts 
of  gaining  the  confidence  of  the  public.  There  may  be 
aome  foundation  for  the  popular  notion  that  he  who  is 
«n  ardent  cultivator  of  any  collateral  science,  or  even  of 
any  one  branch  of  the  elements  of  medical  science, 
is  seldom  a  good  practical  physician  or  surgeon. 
Patronage  and  fashion  may  and  do  push  people  iuto 
notice  who,  if  left  to  themselves,  would  never  have 
been  heard  of;  but  I  question  whether  the  "jealousy 
of  rivals"  could  or  can  obstruct  the  progress  of 
genuine  talent,  accompanied  with  undeviatiiig  rectitude 
of  conduct.  Harvey,  however,  had  the  happiness  in 
his  lifetime  to  find  the  clamours  of  ignorance,  envy, 
and  prejudice  against  his  discoveries  totally  sUenced, 
and  to  find  them  universally  established.  Harvey  was 
not  only  an  excellent  physician^  but  an  exodlsnt  man, 
His  modesty,  candour,  and  piety  were  equal  to  his 
knowledge.  The  farther  he  penetrated  into  the  wonden 
of  nature,  the  more  was  he  inclined  to  venerate  the 
author  of  it.  His  religious  sentiments  appear  to  have 
been  active.  The  exordium  to  his  will  is  unusually 
solemn : — "  In  the  name  of  the  Ahnighty  and  Eternal 
God,  amen  I  I,  William  Harvey,  Doctor  of  Physic, 
do  by  these  presents  make  and  ordain  this  my  last 
will  and  testament.  Imprimis,  I  do  most  humbly 
render  my  soul  to  him  that  gave  it,  and  to  my 
blessed  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  and  my 
body  to  the  earth,"  &c.  He  evinces  also  true  and 
elevated  piety  throughout  the  whole  course  of  his 
work  on  generation.  His  generosity  is  shown  in 
the  noble  gift  during  his  life  of  his  property  to  the 
College  of  Physicians.  Nor  was  he  unmindful  of 
those  social  qoalifications  which  conduce  so  much 
to  the  harmony  of  the  profession.  Among  other 
directions  which  accompanied  the  gift  he  directs  that 
**  To  maintain  friendship  there  shall  be  at  every  meeting 
once  a  month  a  small  collation,  as  the  President  shaO 
think  fit,  for  the  entertainment  of  such  as  come ;  and 
once  every  year  a  general  feast  for  all  the  Fellows  ;  and 
on  the  day  of  such  feast  shall  be  an  oration  in  com- 
memoration of  the  bene£Bu:tor9  by  name,  and  what  in 
particular  they  have  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  College, 
with  an  exhortation  to  others  to  imitate,  and  to  the 
members  to  study  and  to  search  out  the  secrets  of 
*a*wre  by  way  of  experiment ;  and,  for  the  honour  of 
the  profiession,  to  continue  mutually  in  love." 


In  person,  Aubrey  infonhs  us,  Harvey  was  not  tall« 
but  of  the  lowest  stature,  round  faced,  his  hair  black  as 
a  raven,  olive  oomplexioned,  little  round  black  eye, 
full  of  spirit.  His  temper  vras  said  to  be  choleric; 
but  he  seems,  nevertheless,  to  have  had  it  at  all  times 
under  his  control. 

Harvey's  second  great  work,  "  Exercitationes  de 
Generatione  Animalium,"  must  have. cost  him  great 
labour,  and  was  not  published  till  1651,  when  be  was 
upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age.  He  has  not  left  on 
record  any  account  that  I  can  find  of  his  treatment  oC 
disease,  excepting  in  his  own  case;  being  subject  to 
attacks  of  gout  he  treated  himself  on  the  hydropathic 
plan.  Aubrey  tells  us  '*  that  he  would  then  nt  with 
his  legs  bare,  thougli  it  were  frost,  on  the  leads  of 
Cochraigne  House,  put  them  into  a  pale  of  water  till 
he  was  almost  dead  with  cold,  and  betake  himself  to 
his  stove,  and  so  'twas  gone." 

Harvey  appears  to  have  preserved  his  faculties 
unimpured  to  the  last,  and  died  on  the  3rd  of  June, 
1657,  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  at 
Hampstead,  in  Essex,  in  which  county,  at  ChigweD, 
the  descendants  of  one  of  his  brothers  resided,  till  they 
became  extinct  in  the  male  line,  in  1830. 

A  portrait  of  Harvey,  by  Cornelius  Janssn,  is  in  tha 
library  of  the  College  of  Physicians.  There  is  alao  ft 
very  excellent  portrait  of  him  at  the  Canterbury 
Hospital,  supposed  on  very  good  authority  to  have 
been  likewise  painted  by  ComeUus  Janaen,  who  painted 
several  portraits  at  Bridge,  near  Canterbury,  about  the 
same  time.  There  are  also  good  copies  in  private 
collections,  as  also  one  at  Caius  College. 

The  Folkestone  Harveian  Literary  Institutbn  was 
founded  in  1845,  but  it  has  no  special  refierenoe  to  the 
medical  profession.  The  name  Harveian  was  adopted 
as  being  likely  to  give  credit  and  reputation  to  the 
Society. 

Mr.  Mackie,  a  gentleman  of  Folkestone,  has  a  col- 
lection of  geological  specimens  and  fbssils  of  the  ntig^- 
bourhood,  which  be  will  be  happy  to  offer  to  the 
inspection  of  gentlemen  attending  the  meeting. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  not  ventured  to  say  anything  on 
the  unsettled  subject  of  medioal  politics,  leaving  tiigt 
to  those  who  are  more  competent  to  the  task.  There 
is  one  subject,  however,  on  which  I  am  happy  to  think 
more  unanimity  prevails,  although  there  are  rival 
schemes  of  medical  benevolence.  Our  worthy  associate, 
Mr.  Newnham,  I  have  no  doubt,  with  his  usual  ahilitj 
and  perseversnce,  advocate  the  claims  of  the  Benevolent 
Fund  connected  with  this  Association.  There  is  another 
project,  ''The  Medical  Benevolent  College,"  which 
has  already  received  Buch  extensive  patronage  from  the 
profession  and  the  public,  that  I  cannot  doubt  but  that 
the  benevolent  intentions  of  its  projector,  Mr.  Propeit, 
will  be  folly  carried  out,  and  that  we  shall  shortly  see 
such  a  building  raised  as  may  be  worthy  of  so  holy  a 
cause.  There  are  also  several  local  benevolent  toeutim, 
and  among  them  one  connected  with  this  county,  which 
has  been  established  upwards  of  sixty  years,  and  has  in 
that  time  distributed  more  than  ^10,000  amongst  its 
decayed  members,  their  widows  and  orphans.  It  still 
eontinues  a  steady  course  of  usefiilness,  and  is  worthy 
of  the  support  of  all  who  reside  within  its  limits. 

In  condosion,  gentlemen,  I  have  to  thank  you  most 
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cordially  for  the  kindness  and  attention  with  which  yov 
haTe  listened  to  my  address.  I  should  not  hsTo  con- 
sented to  occupy  fht  honourable  position  in  wfaxeh  I 
have  this  day  been  placed,  had  I  not  felt,  as  I  said  at 
the  commencement,  that  I  should  hare  the  kind  assist- 
ance of  Mr.  Martin.  I  trust  that  I  may  hare  many 
Uke  opportunities  of  meetmg  my  professional  brethien, 
for  no  one  I  can  assure  you  ibels  more  than  I  do  the 
tmth  of  the  words  of  Harvey  that  I  have  just  quoted, 
"  thai  ihete  fM&Hngg  tend  to  the  honour  qf  theprqfettkm, 
and  eoKte  w  to  continue  mtOuaUy  in  hoe.*' 


SHEOPSHIEE   BRANCH. 

Thb  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Shropshire  Branch 
OF  THX  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association,  was  held  at  the  Boreatton  Arms  Hotel, 
Baachnrch,  on  Thursday,  the  8th  July  There  were 
present— Joseph  Hickman^  Esq.,  Pkesident;  Robert 
Broughton^  Esq.,  Vice-President;  Dr.  Johnson,  Dr. 
H.  Williams,  P.  Cartwright,  Esq.,  J.  Y.  Anowsmith, 
Esq.,  Wm.  James  Clement,  Esq.,  Richard  Thursfield, 
Esq.,  J.  N.  Heathoote,  Esq.,  Samuel  Wood,  Esq., 
James  Brattoa,  Esq.,  J.  P.  Wilding,  Esq.,  John 
Rider,  Esq.,  J.  R.  Humphreys,  Esq. 

The  general  business  of  the  Association  was  gone  into 
at  length,  and  the  followmg  resolutions  were  unani- 
mously agreed  to : — 

Plroposed  by  Dr.  Johnson  and  seconded  by  S.  Wood, 
Esq., — "That  this  Branch  endrely  approves  of  the 
Draft  Medical  Bill,  and  recommends  most  earnestly 
the  Parent  Association  to  adopt  such  measures  at  their 
next  Meeting  at  Oxford,  as  shall  best  insure  its 
introduction  to  the  Legislature." 

Proposed  by  W.  J.  Clement.  Esq.,  and  seconded  by 
Richard  Thitrsvisld,  Esq.» — *'  That  this  Branch 
•trongly  deprecates  any  alteration  in  the  editorship  or 
pobUcation  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Smrgdal 
Journal^  and  oonsiders  that  the  present  Editors  are 
dMerring  of  the  best  thanks  of  the  Association." 

Robert  Broughton,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Prssident  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

The  members  afterwards  sat  down  to  an  excellent 
dinner  when  Aey  were  joined  by  several  friends,  and 
separated  after  enjoying  a  rery  pleasant  ereinng. 
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ACADEMIfi    DE    MKDBCINB. 

Thbbx  has  been  a  great  deaith  of  interesting  matter 
of  late  in  the  meetings  of  the  French  Medical  Societies, 
and  the  discossions  have,  as  a  matter  of  course,  been 
brief,  as  wall  as  somewhat  deficient  in  animation.  The 
principal  eommuaicBtions  to  the  Acsdemie  de  Med^dne 
in  point  of  value  are  these  :— 


1,  ''  A  Case  of  Sanguineous  Tumour  of  the  Head  ai 
tiie  fibula,  ]>Vital  after  Operation,  in  which  the  Death 
was  attributed  to  Chloroform." 

2.  "  A  Report  on  a  Memoir  by  M.  Mayer,  respecting 
a  New  Instrument  for  Scarifying  the  Uterus." 

8.  "  A  Case  of  Reduction  of  an  Inverted  Uterus 
after  Five  Months." 

4.  "On  Suicide  in  Connection  with  Diseases  of  the 
Generatire  Organs." 

5.  '*  On  the  llierapeutic  Value  of  Manganese  in 
Chlorotic  Affections." 

Of  these  we  shall  notice  one  or  two  more  at  length. 

Hie  *'Caee  of  Complete  Inversion  of  the  Uterus, 
Redooed  at  the  Expiration  of  Five  Months,"  is  reported 
by  M.  Barrier,  and  ocenrred  in  a  young  woman  aged  24, 
during  her  second  labour.  When  seen  by  M.  Barrier, 
she  was  unable  to  stand,  complained  of  great  pain  and 
dragging  firom  the  loins,  constipation,  and  dysuria.  She 
had  repeated  hemorrhages,  which  had  reduced  her  to 
a  stage  of  extreme  anemia.  On  examination  a  pyriform, 
soft  and  velvety  tumour  presented  itself  to  the  touch. 
The  pedicle  was  round,  high  up  in  the  vagina,  and 
surrounded  by  a  ring,  which  admitted  the  finger  for  a 
short  distance.  The  tumour  had  the  natural  con- 
sistence of  the  uterus,  and  was  neither  pretematurally 
hard  nor  soft.  The  diagnosis  was,  that  a  complete 
inversion  of  the  uterus  existed.  As  no  medicinal  treat- 
ment had  any  controul  over  the  haemorrhage,  M.  Barrier 
determined  to  attempt  the  reduction  of  the  inversion, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  previously  placing  the  patient 
under  chloroform,  and  in  the  lithotomy  position.  His 
endeavour  was  suooessful,  and  the  reduction  complete. 

The  beneficial  action  of  numganeee  ae  an  adjuvant 
to  iron  in  the  treatment  of  anaemia,  has  been  ftirther 
InvestigBted  by  M.  Petrequin.  According  to  this  author 
manganees  and  hfon  are  therapeutical  congenera,  the 
former  being,  in  many  cases,  an  admirable  substitute 
for  the  latter,  and  in  othen  acting  as  a  valuable  auxiliary, 
ftdfining  indications  which  the  chalybeate  had  failed  to 
accomplish.  There  are  cases  of  chlorosis  in  which  iron 
is  absolutely  ineffective,  and  there  are  others  in  which 
amendment  takes  place  up  to  a  certain  point,  and  no 
further,  the  iron  seeming  to  have  lost  the  power  of 
further  reconstituting  the  blood.  It  is  in  such,  according 
to  M.  Petrequin,  that  we  may  hava  recourse  to  manga- 
nese, with  the  greatest  advantage,  m  combination  with 
the  chalybeate.  The  preparations  he  employs  are 
usually  in  the  form  of  pills,  but  the  two  metals  may  be 
combined  in  the  form  of  syrups,  mixture,  or  in  chocolate. 


ACADEHIB     DBS     SCIBNCB8. 

In  the  Academic  des  Sciences  some  few  physiological 
papers  of  interest  have  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
memben;  of  these  we  mention  only  that  by  M.  Colin, 
presenting  some  researches  on  the  **  Secretion  of  Saliva 
in  the  Solipeds."  Of  this  paper  the  following  is  a 
summary  :— 

l«  All  the  ghinds  of.  the  salivary  system  ara  active 
during  mastication ;  nevertheless,  each  has  a  special 
activity,  brought  into  play  by  certain  influences. 
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2.  The  parotids  do  not  secrete  with  equal  abundaiiee 
dnriag  a  given  period  of  time,  but  alternate  in  activitj 
40ooiding  to  the  side  on  which  the  food  is  masticated. 

3.  The  secretion  of  the  submaxillary  gland  is  not 
fnbject  to  these  alterations,  but  i«  equal  throughout  the 
process  of  mastication. 

4.  Of  the  whole  amount  of  salivary  secretion  sup- 
plied, the  parotids  furnish  two-thirds,  the  maxillary 
glands  only  a  twentieth,  the  remainder  is  secreted  by 
the  sublingual  and  the  buccal  glands. 

5.  The  salivary  secretion  seems  in  all  cases  to  be 
excited  by  the  direct  stimulus  of  sapid  substances ;  the 
**  mouth  watering"  as  an  emotional  phenomenon,  is  a 
fable. 

6.  The  mere  action  of  the  jaws  has  no  effect  on  the 
secretion  of  saliva. 


On  Puncture  of  the  Abdomen  in  T\nq>anii$». 

A  case  in  which  tympanitic  distension  of  the  intes- 
tines complicated  with  obstruction,  was  beneficially 
treated  by  puncture,  has  been  witnessed  by  M.  Labric, 
who  has  made  it  {he  basis  of  a  thesis,  iu  which  he  has 
collated  and  commented  upon  all  the  instances  of  the 
kind  which  he  could  find  on  record. 

In  [tympanites  the  gas  may  accumulate  either  in  the 
intestines,  which  is  the  most  usual  site,  or  in  the  pen- 
toneal  cavity,  which  is  a  much  more  exceptional  occur- 
rence. The  operation  of  tapping  the  intestines  under 
these  circumstances,  is  frequently  performed  in  the 
lower  animals,  more  particularly  bullocks  and  sheep,  in 
which,  after  a  large  repast  upon  green  food,  great 
gaseous  distension  of  the  stomach  not  unfirequently 
occurs.  The  veterinary  surgeons  perform  the  operation 
with  a  common  trocar  and  cannula,  and  the  relief  is  often 
immediate  and  permanent. 

Much  difference  of  opinion,  however,  exists  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  operation  in  the  human  subject,  perito- 
nitis being  dreaded  as  a  likely  result ;  but  M.  Lebric 
very  justly  objects  to  this  apprehension,  as  uncalled  for, 
as  in  nowise  more  likely  to  follow  tapping  for  tympanites 
than  for  ascites,  in  which  latter  disease  its  occurrence  is 
quite  exceptional. 

For  the  performance  of  puncture,  the  needle  and  the 
trocar  have  been  respectively  recommended ;  the  author 
however,  prefers  the  latter,  taking  care  that  it  is  of 
a  small  size,  such  as  is  used  as  a  means  of  ei^loring 
doubtful  tumours.  The  only  precautions  required 
is  to  choose  the  most  prominent  and  sonorous  spot,  at 
which  it  is  known  that  the  bowels  are  closely  in  contact 
with  the  abdominal  walls.  The  author  relates  his  o«ii 
case  and  three  others.  In  all  the  relief  was  mobt 
marked  and  grateful  to  the  patient;  but  as  they  were 
instances  of  insurmountable  intestinal  obstruction,  in 
which  the  tympanitic  distension  was  but  one  symptom, 
the  ultimate  result  was  of  course  htal, 

lyeatnunt  qf  Albugo  by  Oaivamem, 

Having  seen  in  some  journal  that  in  Russia  and 
Sweden  albugo  in  the  horse  had  been  removed  by  the 


aid  of  galvanism,  M.  Turck  adopted  the  method  in  tbm 
human  subject  with  the  effect,  he  assures  us,  of  greitif 
diminishing  the  opadtj  of  the  cornea.  Hie  OMe  wm 
that  of  a  young  giri,  aged  13»  who  had  been  tbe 
subject  of  scrofulona  kentitU,  which  leffc  albugo  flf 
each  oomea.  That  on  the  left  aide  waa  not  oeotnl,  to 
that  the  child  was  able  to  see  imperfeotlj;  en  the 
other  eye  it  was  so  univsrsal  as  to  rsnder  her  perfeetif 
blind.  She  waa  considered  incnmble  and  had  abandoned 
all  treatment,  when  abe  came  under  the  autiioi^a  csfe 
for  another  affection,  and  he  then  determined  to  ex- 
periment with  the  galvanic  battery. 

He,  accordingly,  having  set  in  action  a  battwy  of 
appropriate  power,  placed  the  zinc  probe  in  the  moutli, 
while  with  the  copper  or  negative  pole  he  lightly  touched 
the  cornea.  The  immediate  eflfects  were  vertigo,  nauaeey 
and  violent  arterial  pulsations,  but  these  were  soon 
subdued  by  a  counter  applicatbn  of  electricity  to  die 
lower  extremities.  The  treatment  was  persevered  in 
for  forty  days,  with  the  result  of  considerably  dinunish- 
ing  the  opacity  in  both  eyes,  so  that  she  was  able  to 
read  with  that  eye  which  had  been  blind  for  more  than  ten 
years,  while  the  other,  though  not  cured,  was  so  te 
benefitted  that  the  patient  was  able  to  follow  her  oecn- 
pation  of  sewing. 

M.  Turck  farther  says,  that  he  has  seen  albugo  in 
the  horse  removed  in  this  way  tit  two  mmtiei  f 

On  the  Treatment  qf  FaciUt  NeuraUfia. 

M.  Cazenave  informs  us  (fiewie  Medico-Ckirurgicak) 
tliat  he  has  had  marked  success  in  removing  the  pains 
of  hemicrania  and  facial  neuralgia  by  means  of  the 
following  pomade : — 

Pure  Chloroform,  dr.  iv. 

Cyanide  of  Potassium,  dr.  iijss. 

Axunge,  oz.  iy. 
^  Wax  sufficient  to  give  consistence. 

M.  Cazenave  professes  to  have  tried  the  cyanide  of 
potassium  alone,  without  any  benefit,  and  therefore 
concludes  that  it  is  this  particular  combination  which 
is  so  valuable.  The  mode  of  using  it  is  to  rob 
ointment,  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  into  the  scalp,  and 
after  which  the  head  is  to  be  covered  with  an  oiled  ■<!> 
cap.  The  inunctkm  is  to  be  repeated  according  to 
circumstances.  In  facial  neuralgia  it  is  rabbed  in  oiei 
the  affected  nerve. 

On  Free  CartUaginoue  Bodiet  in  the  lyaUea  VagtMBi* 

M.  Chaissaignac  (RevuB  Med.  Chirwyicale,  Mai,)  hss 
made  some  observations  on  the  pathology  of  the  foreign 
bodies  which  are  occasionally  found  floating  firee  in  the 
cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalia.  We  say  oocaaionaUy, 
for  Sir  A.  Cooper,  with  all  his  extensive  experieDas, 
never  met  with  them  in  the  .living  subject,  deriving  his 
information  solely  from  inspection  after  death.  The 
case  reported  by  M.  Chaissaignac  is,  therefore,  of 
considerable  value. 

GiM.— A  man,  aged  70,  was  the  subject  of  doable 
ingainal  hernia.  He  had  also  hydrocele  on  the  left 
side,  which  exhibited  the  peculiarity  of  oontaiBing  a 
solid  body,  which   could  be  moved  fre^y  in  every 
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direction.  He  had  never  received  a  blo^  on  the 
teeticte.  An  incision  being  made,  the  foreign  bodjj 
whidt,  as  was  snspeoted,  was  qnite  free,  was  readily 
removed.  In  form  it  wae  ovdd,  in  eolour  white  and 
aUning.  When  diviifed  it  was  seen  to  consist  of  two 
snbttanoes,  a  oential  yellowish  matter,  and  a  fibrons 
tiMiie,  arranged  in  ooneentric  lamiuK. 

The  author  remarks,  that  altiioiigh  this  peculiar  body 
was  perfectly  unattached,  the  mark  of  a  pedide  rendered 
it  probable  that  it  was  once  connected  with  the  serous 
membrane,  and  that  the  pedide  had  gradually  become 
attenuated  until  it  was  entirdy  sepaxvted.  He  regarded 
tub  body  as  the  exciting  cause  of  the  fluid  content^ 
of  the  hydrocele. 
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ANATOMY  AND  PHYSIOLOGY. 

0»  the  Pretence  of  a  free  Acid  in  the  Lungs. 
By  M.  Verdbil. 

This  writer  states  that  he  has  found  in  the  parenchyma 
of  the  lungs  of  mammalia  a  distinct  add,  which  he  has 
succeeded  in  obtaining  in  an  isolated,  perfectly  pure, 
and  crystallized  condition.  The  tissue  of  the  lung  of 
an  animal  lately  killed  did  not  sensibly  redden  the  blue 
tomsole  paper.  But  when  a  mass  of  lung,  cut  up  very 
fine,  was  macerated  in  warm  water,  it  was  found  that 
the  liquor  possessed  an  add  reaction ;  which  reaction 
became  very  manifest  when  the  albumen  and  blood 
globules  which  coloured  the  liquid  were  coagulated. 

This  addity  is  stated  to  be  owing  to  a  free  add  in 
solution^  in  the  juices  with  which  the  lungs  are  impreg- 
nated. This  substance  is  formed  of  carbon,  hydrogen, 
azote,  and  oxygen,  in  definite  proportion.  It  crystal- 
liaeB  in  brilliant  needles,  strongly  reflecting  the  light. 
It  is  somewhat  soluble  in  cold  water,  nearly  insoluble 
in  cold  alcohol,  but  more  soluble  in  boiling  alcohol. 
Boiling  absolute  alcohol  dissolves  a  very  small  quantity 
only.  It  is  completdy  insoluble  in  ether.  It  possesses 
an  add  reaction,  and  expels  the  carbonic  add  from 
carbonate  of  potash  and  soda.  When  heated  to  140 
degrees,  it  does  not  lose  water  of  crystallization ;  at  a 
Ingfaer  temperature  it  crepitates,  becomes  opaque,  and 
18  decomposed,  giving  rise  to  empyreumatic  products; 
it  forma  a  carbonaoeous  mass,  which  disappears  c<»i. 
pktely,  leaving  no  tssce.  ^ 

The  parenchyma  of  the  lungs,  therefore,  contains  a 
free  auad.  The  author  has  also  been  able  to  prove  that 
a  portioa  of  the  add  whfch  he  extracted  from  the  lungs 
codaled  til  the  tissue  as  a  salt  of  soda. 

In  reflecting  upon  the  probable  use  of  this  add  he 
obaenrea  that»  submitted  to  the  general  laws  which 
govern  chemical  substances,  it  ought  to  deoompoae  the 
alkaline  carbonates  carried  by  the  blood ;  these,  meet- 
ing in  the  lungs  with  the  add  contained  within  the 
tiaimea,  ought  to  form  a  new  salt  of  soda,  and  carbonic 
acid  should  be  set  f^. 

Hie  pulmonary  voides  constantly  secrete  this  add, 
wbld),  oonung  in  oontact  with  the  carbonate  of  soda 


brought  by  the  ci^iUaries,  the  add  combines  with  the 
soda  of  the  carbonate ;  the  carbonic  add  becomes  free 
and  passes  off  in  respiration.  The  new  salt  of  soda 
returns  in  the  blood  where  it  was  found,  not  fi«e,  but 
combined  with  the  soda.  This  resestrch  was  continued; 
all  the  characters  of  the  add  and  the  phenomena  of 
respiration  concur  to  verify,  not  a  theory,  but  the  fact, 
that  an  add  constantly  secreted  by  the  parietes  of  the 
pulmonary  vesicles  decomposes  the  carbonate  of  soda 
of  the  blood,  and  sets  its  carbonic  add  free.  This  fact 
explains,  amongst  other  physiological  observations,  the 
decompodtion  of  the  alkaline  cyanurets  and  bicar- 
bonates  injected  into  the  blood,  when  they  arrive  in  the 
lungs,  as  M.  Bernard  has  observed. — Gazette  Medicate 
de  Parit. 

On  the  Molecular  Origin  of  the  Ttstues. — By  Dr. 

BXNXETT. 

Dr.  Bennett  read  a  memoir  to  the  Physiological  Society 
of  Edinburgh,  the  object  of  which  was  to  prove  not  only 
that  cdls  were  devdoped  from  nuclei,  as  had  previously 
been  ascertained,  but  likewise  that  these  nuclei  them- 
selves originated  in  smaller  bodies,  viz, — molecules; 
and  that  these  were  the  origin  of  the  tissues.  He  also 
endeavoured  to  indicate  the  laws  which  governed  thdr 
formation,  arrangement,  and  subsequent  development. 
The  author  showed,  by  a  reference  to  the  observations 
of  Schldden  and  Schwann,  that  the  first  step  in  the 
organization  of  all  tissues  was  the  coalescence  of  mole- 
cules and  granules,  into  a  oell-germ,  which  further 
derived  a  odl-wall  from  the  agglomeration  of  other 
molecules.  At  any  period  in  the  progress  of  evolution 
the  onward  progress  might  be  checked,  when  the 
structure  became  disintegrated  in  a  manner  inverse  to 
its  mode  of  formation.  First  the  cell-wall  became 
dissolved,  then  the  nudeus,  both  of  which  were 
reduced  to  molecules,  and  then  to  an  amorphous  fluid. 
The  author  likewise  mentioned  another  form  of  mole- 
cules, which  he  called  secondary.  These  constitute 
peculiar  secretions.  The  author  next  alluded  to  the 
origin  and  mode  of  formation,  with  the  physiological 
and  pathological  Importance  of  these  three  kinds  of 
molecules,  and  described  the  investigations  of  Ascher- 
son  and  Melsens.  He  concluded  by  pointing  out  tiio 
relation  of  a  knowledge  of  this  molecular  formation  to 
the  study  and  treatment  of  disease.  He  stated,  for 
instance,  that  in  tubercular  diseases  the  molecules  of 
evolution  were  defident,  from  absence  of  the  fatty 
dement  in  the*  chyle ;  and  that  in  some  other  diseases, 
as  in  those  of  gouty,  rheumatic,  and  scorbutic  origin,  a- 
cure  could  only  be  effected  by  the  introduction  of  such 
substances  into  the  blood  as  favoured  the  production  of 
molecules  of  transformation.  The  paper  was  very 
elabonte,  and  commanded  a  large  share  of  attention. — 
Monthly  Joiwmal  qf  Medical  Sciencee, 

On  the  Structure  qf  the  MIddk  Coat  of  Artertei.-^ 
By  Mr.  Dkummomd. 

At  one  of  the  Edinburgh  Physiological  Sodety's 
meetings  Mr.  Drummond  showed  several  specimens  of  the 
middle  coat  of  the  aorta  in  the  ox,  for  the  purpose  of 
demonstrating  that  the  fibres  have  a  striated  appearance, 
which  might  cause  them  to  be  mistaken  for  muscular 
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fibres*  but  that  in  reality  thej  resemble  the  fibres  of  Uij». 
ligamentoos  inich«i  or  tbe  yellow  elastic  fibre.  Under 
«  high  power  they  exhibit  mimerouB  cup-shaped  depres- 
tttons,'  arranged  in  linear  seiies,  to  which  the  seriated 
appearance  is  owing.  He  also  showed  that  the  structure 
described  under  the  title  of  the  fenestrated  coat  of 
Henle,  as  it  occurs  in  the  middle  coat  of  the  aorta  of  tbe 
ox,  is  formed  by  the  amalgamation  of  the  network  of 
the  yellow  elastic  fibres,  the  fenestree  or  perforations 
being  merely  the  remains  of  the  areolae  between  {he 
fibres.  The  fibres  which  form  the  coat  frequently  have 
a  striated  appearance. — Monthly  Jowmai  qf  Medical 
Science,  May,  1852. 


PRACTICAL  MEDICINE. 

Signi  of  the  Scrqfuloua  HabiL-^By  Dt.Tylbe  Smith. 

The  author  contests  the  general,  and  we  belieye.cor- 
jrect  opinion,  that  the  engorgement  of  the  lymphatic 
glands,  seen  in  feeble  children,  is  a  constitutional  affec- 
tion. He  states  that  in  his  opinion  the  disorder  is  at 
first  local  only,  and  does  not  depend  on  any  specific 
constitutional  taint,  and  therefore  that  these  enlarged 
glands  are  not  to  be  received  as  evidence  of  a  scrofulous 
habit.  He,  however,  mentions  one  which  he  considers 
an  unfailing  sign  of  scrofula  in  young  children.  It 
consists  of  enlargement  of  the  fingers,  particularly  to 
the  first  and  second  phalanges.  The  tumidity  is  chiefly 
seen  over  the  metacarpal  bones,  the  joint  remaining  of 
the  natural  size  or  nearly  so.  The  swelling  is  soft,  but 
not  oedematons,  and  evidently  consists  of  infiltration 
amongst  the  deeper  structures  of  the  finger.  The  sur- 
face is  pale  and  shining,  conveying  the  impression  of 
semi-transparency  when  the  tension  is  great.  Unless 
in  the  advanced  stages,  there  b  no  pain ;  the  last  pha- 
lanx is  seldom  affected,  and  the  point  of  the  finger 
appears  by  comparison  smaller  than  usual.  The  seat  of 
this  curious  change  appears  in  the  first  instance  to  be  in 
the  periosteum,  and  sometimes  enlargement  of  the 
finger  begins  a  few  weeks  after  birth.  Whenever  the 
puerile  finger  is  morbidly  enlarged  in  the  manner  de- 
scribed, the  scrofulous  constitution  may  be  anticipated; 
and  the  author  believes  the  tumid  finger  to  be  the 
earliest  indication  of  this  state  presented  by  young 
children.  When  it  is  observed,  the  subjects  of  it  require 
that  every  exertion  should  be  used  to  remedy  the 
general  debility,  of  which  it  is  the  certain  and  unbais- 
takable  sign. — Lancet,  M&j  lb. 


SURGERY. 

Charcoal  Cushions  for  Deodorization. 

Mr.  Howell  makes  the  useful  suggestion  that  the  un- 
pleasant and  injurious  effects  of  urinary  and  other 
discharges  may  be  obviated  by  the  use  of  charcoal  bags, 
be  says: — A.  S— ,  a  patient  under  my  care  in  the 
Hackney  Union  Infirmary,  has  for  some  time  "  passed 
everything  under  her,''  and  thereby  become  a  nuisance 
and  cause  of  complaint  to  the  other  patients  in  the  ward. 
Eleven  days  ago,  I  adopted  the  plan  of  placing  beneath 
lier  a  calico-bag  two  feet  square,  partially  filled  with 
Irish  peat-charcoal,  so  as  to  form  a  sort  of  cushion  and 
absorbing  medium .    It  has  had  the  happy  effect— which 


continues  even  now,  without  any  necessity  fer  changing 
the  chaiooal— of  completely  neutralizing  all  uDpleasant 
odour;  and  if  the  bed  becomes  partially  wet,  aU  tiie 
offensive  ingrerlients  are  absotbed  and  neatralixed  by 
the  charcoal,  which  thus  is  a  most  simple  means  oC 
remedying  a  great  nmsance,  and  one  that  Kquires  the 
most  strict  attention,  at  best,  to  prevent;  and  tiiat 
attention  is  oftan'dlfiiiealt,  and  alvv^a  expensive,  ts 
procnre.  In  cases  of  incontineaoe  of  urine,  partknlarty* 
and  indeed  all  attended  with  foetid  discbaigest  oaaosr, 
eompovftd  firactnres^  &c. ,  this  plan,  or  some  modificntun 
of  it,  might  be  adopted  with  advantage. — Lancet, 

Fracture  qf  the  A$Uerior  Ir\ferior  Spinous  Procma  ef 
the  Jfiwu.— By  Dr.  Ashbt,  Virginia. 

The  subject  of  tins  rara  accident  was  ancgrolad,  aged 
19,  who,  while  carrying  a  pail  of  water  on  his  head, 
suddenly  stepped  into  a  deep  hole.  He  imme^ately 
became  disabled  in  the  right  leg,  especially  in  tiie 
attempt  to  flex  the  thigh  as  in  walking.  There  was  no 
distortion,  lengthening,  or  shortening  of  the  limb,  so 
that  the  author  decided  that  there  was  no  fracture, 
much  against  the  conviction  of  the  patient,  who  dedoned 
that  he  heard  something  give  way. 

However,  on  elevating  tbe  leg  at  right  angles  to  the 
body,  and  letting  it  down  suddenly,  the  author  for  the 
first  time  heard  a  crepitus,  but  the  sound  could  not  be 
produced  by  any  other  movements,  for  which  reason  he 
was  doubtful  as  to  the  locality  of  the  firacture.  It 
could  not  be  the  cervix  because  no  pain  was  referred 
to  this  joint;  neither  were  there  swelling  or  other 
symptoms  of  that  accident.  Further  examinatiau 
cleared  up  the  difficulty,  as  the  author  was  able 
to  seise  the  fractured  bone,  which  was  evidently  the 
anterior  superior  spinous  process,  separated  from  the 
ilium.  The  treatment  was  simple,  and  in  four  weeks 
the  boy  was  walking  about. — Philadelphia  Medictl 
Examiner. 


OVARIOTOMY. 


7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surfieal 
Journal.  * 

SiR,--In  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Suryie^  JmoT' 
nal  of  October  30th,  1850,  you  published  a  report  of  a 
successful  case  of  ovariotomy,  performed  by  me  at  Ae 
Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital,  Feb.  19th,  1850.  The 
girl  has  called  on  me  four  times  since,  at  intervals  of 
about  six  months,  and  was  at  my  house  on  Wednesday 
last,  July  7th.  She  is  in  perfect  health;  catamema 
regular.  Thinking  such  cases  should  be  watdied  for 
some  years,  and  the  state  of  health  reported  teom  time 
to  time,  I  am  induced  to  request  the  fisvoor  of  ynw 
inserting  this  note  in  your  next  journal. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

C.  H.  CORNISH.  F.R.C.S^. 

Taunton,  July  12,  1852. 
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TESTIMONIAL  OP  RESPECT  TO  DR. 
GRABHAM. 

It  is  always  pleasant  to  obserre  a  sacoeesful  iarae  to 
legitimate  toil.  In  relation  to  an  old  and  valued  mem- 
ber of  onr  Attociation,  it  affords  ns  much  pleasure 
to  make  the  following  extract  from  the  Ckelwf^ord 
Cknmiele  of  the  25th  ult.  :— 

"  We  noticed  last  week  the  presentation  of  vduabie 
plate  to  Dr.  Grabham  and  his  fiimily  by  the  cler- 
gyman of  Rochford,  and  the  parishioners  generally. 
On  Saturday  last,  Dr.  G.  experienced  a  similar  demon- 
stration of  kindness,  on  an  extended  scale,  from  very 
nmmeroua  contributors,  in  whose  name  the  Bishop  of 
Moray  and  Ross,  attended  by  a  considerable  number  of 
the  clergy  and  gentry  of  the  district,  presented  Dr.  G. 
with  a  splendid  silver  epergne,  of  exquisite  workman- 
ahip,  bearing  the  following  inacription:— 

*Pi«aeiit«dto 

John  Gnbham,  E»q.,  M.D.. 

Ob  his  leafing  Bochford. 

Am  a  mark  of  OmtltnAe  for  piiiSwiiiiiiil  Mnieet. 

And  A  token  of  Affection 

From  BUU17  sincere  Prienda. 

Jane,l8frS/" 


RECOVERY  OF  MEDICAL  FEES  FROM  DE- 
CEASED PATIENTS'  FRIENDS,  WITHOUT 
ADMINISTRATION. 

An  action  of  great  importance  to  the  medical  profes- 
sion was  lately  brought  in  the  Brompton  County  Court, 
whereby  the  practicability  of  recovering  their  fees 
after  the  decease  of  patients  was  shown,  and  also  the 
necessity  of  their  fairly  understanding  to  whom  they 
are  to  look  for  payment  in  the  event  of  death.  The 
plaintiff,  Mr.  Ince,  is  a  surgeon  residing  in  Pimlico, 
and  the  defendant  is  an  elderly  lady  named  Spencer, 
sued  in  her  capacity  of  executrix  to  her  deceased 
mother,  who  was  indebted  to  plaintiff  to  the  amount  of 
j^l3.  2s.  6d.  An  objection  was  at  once  taken  to  the 
■ninmons  by  defendant's  solicitor,  Mr.  Roberts,  on  the 
ground  that  Miss  Spencer  was  not  an  executrix,  her 
mother  leaving  nothing  to  admmister  to.  Mr.  Ince 
said  the  defendant  called  upon  him,  and  asked  him  to 
Tisit  her  mother,  who  was  lying  dangerously  ill.  He 
attexided  her,  and  about  twelve  months  afterwards  he 
was  requested  to  send  in  his  bill  instantly  by  Miss 
Spencer.  Knowing  them  to  be  repsectable  people,  he 
did  not  do  so  until  Christmas,  the  usual  time  for 
medical  men  to  send  ih  their  accounts.  After  this  he 
wwted  some  time,  and  sent  a  note.  No  notice  being 
taken  of  this,  he  sent  a  person  for  the  account,  who 
brought  word  back  that  defendant's  mother  had  pre- 
Tioasly  paid  witness  ten  pounds  of  the  account.  He, 
Mr.  Ince,  then  called,  and  Miss  Spencer  told  him  the 
same  tale,  and  said  she  would  not  pay  twice  over.  He 
Stfked  her  (o  produce  some  receipt  or  evidence  of  his 
haTing  been  paid.  This  defendant  could  not  do,  and 
offered  to  pay  the  balance  of  ten  pounds  if  he  would 
give  a  receipt  in  full.  Defendant  also  denied  that  her 
mother  had  left  any  property.  He  pointed  out  several 
pieces  of  furniture  to  Miss  Spencer,  and  remarked  to 
her  that  they  were  surely  her  mother's  property.  Can 
positively  swear  he  never  received  one  penny  from  the 
deceased  or  defendant.  The  fiimiture  in  defendant's 
faoiue  is  worth  £300  or  £A00.    By  Mr.  Roberto :  My 


books  are  entered  for  Mrs.  Spencer,  but,  out  of  respect 
for  age,  the  bill  was  made  out  to  Miss  &penoer.  Miss 
Spencer  examined  by  Mr.  Roberts:  I  am  perfectly 
convineed  that  the  plaintiff's  account  has  been  partly 
paid.  I  searched  the  house  for  the  receipt,  but  in 
consequence  of  having  burned  all  my  mother's  papers* 
it  could  not  be  found.  My  mother  did  not  leave  a 
vestige  at  property,  and  I  have  not  taken  out  letters  of 
administration.  The  expenses  of  the  funeral  were  paid 
by  me  partly  out  of  an  annuity  of  my  mother's.  It 
wa^^  not  by  my  wish  Mr.  Ince  attended  my  mother,  and 
I  merely  ajted  up  to  my  mother^s  instructions,  in 
telling  him  my  mother  wished  to  see  him.  By  Mr. 
Jonea:  My  mother  lefb  about  ten  sovereigns.  She  had 
no  other  property.  The  furniture  in  the  house  was  all 
mine.  I  purchased  it  out  of  the  prodace  of  my  school. 
I  purchased  the  house  for  about  j^400  out  of  my 
savings.  My  mother  told  me  she  was  going  out  to  pay 
Mr.  Ince,  and  I  am  certain  she  paid  him  jf  10.  The 
Judge  said :  There  is  no  evidence  as  to  defendant  being 
executrix.  But  that  I  will  amend.  As  to  plaintiff 
having  been  paid,  there  is  not  a  tittle  of  evidence,  and  I 
believe  his  statement  to  be  true.  I  consider  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  a  ver^ct,  on  the  ground  of  defendant  having 
herself  employed  him.    Verdict  for  plaintiff^  and/costo. 


PROFESSOR  RECAMIER. 

lately,  in  his  78th  year,  of  pulmonary  apoplexy, 
suddenly  expired  this  bright  ornament  of  the  medical 
profession,  in  France.  His  energies  were  unimpaired 
to  the  last,  and  within  an  hour  of  his  death  he  was  en- 
gaged in  consultation  with  Professor  CruTeilhier  on  a 
difficult  case  of  practice. 

Recamier's  name  is  too  well  known  amongst  us  to 
require  our  enumeration  of  the  many  improvements  he 
has  suggested  to  medical  science,  even  if  this  were  the 
place  to  do  so,  but  the  aid  he  has  afforded  us  in  treating 
surgically  the  diseases  of  women,  is  too  important  to 
be  passed  over  entirely  without  notice,  even  in  this 
short  sketch,  as  he  has  thereby  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
new  pathological  form  of  study. 

Simple  and  unostentatious  in  his  manner  of  life,  so 
did  he  desire  that  his  obsequies  should  be  unattended  by 
pomp  or  display ;  but  both  rich  and  poor  flocked  to  his 
tomb,  to  show  the  last  public  token  of  respect  to  their 
mutual  benefactor— for  with  him  charity  and  sdenoe 
were  ever  closely  associated. 

The  Faculty  and  the  Academy  of  Medicine  each  sent 
deputations  to  do  him  honor ;  professors  of  eminence, 
many  of  them  his  pupils,  gathered  round  his  remains ; 
and  Trousseau,  Gibert,  and  Maisonneuse,  only  spoke  the 
deep  feelings  of  all  present  in  their  eloquent  orations 
over  his  tomb.  Rich  and  poor — ^all  have  lost  a  friend ; 
and  i^  was  the  loss  of  so  virtuous  a  man  which  filled 
with  emotion  and  wrung  with  anguish  many  a  brow  too 
much  accustomed  to  the  world  to  feel  the  stem  severities 
of  grief. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr.  Csesar  Hawkins  has  been  appointed  President 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  and  Messrs.  James 
Luke,  Surgeon  to  the  London  Hospital^  and  Mr. 
Robert  Keate,  F.R.S.,  were  appointed  Vice-Presidents 
of  the  College. 

Mr.  Bransby  Blake  Cooper  has  been  appointed 
Hunterian  Orator. 


QUEEN'S  HOSPITAL,  BIRMINGHAM. 

At  the  Monthly  Board  of  the  Council  of  the  Queen's 
College  at  Birmingham,  held  on  Tuesday  last,  at  which 
the  F^dpal,  Lord  Lyttelton,  presid^,  Mr.  Alfred 
Freer,  of  Stourbridge,  was  unanimously  elected  a  Fellow 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


of  the  College  under  the  provisions  of  the  Supplemental 
Charter. 

Military.— Dr.  Piper,  for  many  years  surgeon  to 
the  Provisional  fiattalion  at  Chatham,  has  heen 
appointed  medical  officer  to  the  Military  Prisoifat  Fort 
clarence. 

Naval.— Surgeon  John  Andrewes  (a)  (1841)  to  the 
MeandeTf  44,  at  Chatham.  Assistant-Surgeon  James 
S.  Ayerest  (1847),  from  the  Queen,  116,  at  Devonport, 
to  the  Meander. 


UNIVERSITY  OP  CAMBRIDGE. 

The  degree  of  M.D.  has  been  conferred  on  Thomas 
Lockley,  and  A.  W«  Barclay,  of  Caius  College. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

The  undernamed  gentlemen  were  admitted  members 
on  June  25: — Dr.  Gore,  Worthing;  Dr.  Schulhoff, 
Suffolk  Hace,  Pall  Mall  East;  Dr.  Winn.  Finsbury 
Square.  Also  Dr.  Dunhill,  York,  and  Dr.  Hyams, 
Duke  Street,  Liverpool,  were  admitted  Extra- Licen- 
tiates. ' 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  Fellows  on 
July  9th :-— Dr.  Boyd,  Wells,  Somerset ;  Dr.  Fuller, 
Manchester  Square;  Dr.  Hennen,  Upper  Southwick 
Street;  Dr.  Jenner,  Albany  Street;  Sir  Benjamin  F. 
Outram,  K.C.B.,  Hanover  Square;  Dr.  Rowland, 
Wobnm  Place;  Dr.  Sieveking,  Bentinck  Street;  Dr. 
Walshe,  Queen  Anne  Street. 


MIDWIFERY  BOARD. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Suiigeone,  on  Thursday  afternoon,  the  following  phy- 
sician-accoucheurs were  elected  the  Examiners  in  Mid- 
'wifery  to  the  College,  in  pursuance  of  the  recent 
Charter— viz..  Dr.  Farre,  Dr.  Reid,  and  Dr.  Oldham. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
the  2nd  instant :— Timothy  Doyle,  Kilkenny;  Wm. 
Mitchell  Firth,  Army;  Benjamin  Godfrey,  Romsey, 
Hants ;  Tom  Smith  Hewitt,  Nottingham ;  Edward 
A.  G.  L.  Lundy,  Hon.  East  India  Company's  Service ; 
Albert  Massey,  Camberwell;  John  lliomas  Muriel, 
Ely;  Richard  Bird  Nason,  Nuneaton,  Warwickshire; 
Robert  Taylor,  Botesdale,  Suffolk;  Charles  White, 
Doncaster,  Yorkshire. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
the  9th  instant : — Augnstine  Batt,  Witney,  Oxfordshire ; 
Ftederic  Carter;  John  Caudley,  Hedon,  Yorkshire; 
Thomas  Croudace,  Sunderland ;  John  Wells  Fletcher, 
Earls  Croome,  Worcestershire ;  James  Ford,  Australia ; 
Griffith  Griffith,  Taltrewddyn,  Merionethshire;  Alfred 
Adams  Mantell,  Bitton,  CUoucestershire ;  William 
Roocraft,  Wigan,  Lancaehiie;  Wm.  Waters,  Dublin. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
the  12th  instant :— Thomas  Anderson,  Chorhon-upon- 
Medlock,  Lanoashire ;  Edward  Atkinson,  Little  W^ood- 
honse,  Yorkshire ;  William  F,  Bellin,  Great  Yarmouth, 
Norfolk;  Theodore  Grant-  Cresy,  Australia;  Joseph 
Hazard,  Hampstead  Heath ;  Francis  Merchant  Laidman, 
Exeter ;  Henry  Lowndes,  Liverpool ;  William  Clarence 
Matthews,  Longsight,  Manchester;  Richard  Ralliffe, 
London;  William  Henry  Rean,  Plymouth;  Thomas 
Thomson,  Brunswick  Phkoe,  Regent's  Park. 

Fellowship  Examinations.— The  following  gentle- 
men hftve  just  passed  their  examinations  in  Classics, 


Mathematics,  and  French,  viz.: — ^Archibald  Childs,. 
Bungay;  Edward  Gylles  Crooke,  Leyland,  near 
Preston;  Peter  Yeames  Gowlland,  Finsbury  Square; 
Harvey  Ludlow,  Paternoster  Row;  Thomas  Edward 
Pearce  Martin,  Tooley  Street;  William  Boyd  Hose, 
West  Smithfield;  George  Robert  Skinner,  BaHi; 
S.  M.  C.  A.  Anderson  Smith,  Paradise  Home, 
Kilbunu 

The  following  members  of  the  College  have  al» 
been  admitted  to  the  Fellowship,  under  the  provisioDS 
of  the  reeent  charter : — Charles  Abhavasse,  Binning- 
ham ;  William  Bartlett,  Notting  Hill ;  Thomas  Bah^ 
Bath;  George  Beaman,  King  Street;  William  Heniy 
Bellat,  Sfeockport;  George  •  Bottomley,  Croydon; 
George  Burt,  New  Bridge  Street;  George  Bury,  WheU 
stone;  Alexander  B.  Chisholm,  Wimpole  Street; 
Charles  Collambell,  Lambeth  ;  B^obert  Dunn,  Norfolk 
Street ;  Ralph  A.  Frogley,  Hounslow ;  Michael  Foster, 
Huntingdon;  Walter  Griffith,  Bloomsbury  Fiaoe; 
Thomas  Hewlett,  Harrow;  Thomas  Hunt,  Alfred 
Place;  Francis  Hutchinson,  New  Bridge  Street;  John 
Jones,  Upper  Clapton;  William  Kershaw,  Royton; 
John  A.  Lloyd,  Bath;  Thomas  Lloyd,  New  Basinghill 
Street;  David  P.  Maurice,  Marlborough;  Robot 
Norton,  Westboume  Grove;  John  Perry,  Eaton 
Square;  John  Evans  Riadore,  Harley  Street;  Ricfaari 
R.  Robinson,  Camberwell;  Edward  0.  Spooner, 
Blandfbrd;  Jamefr  Startin,  Seville  Row;  John  Soper 
Streeter,  Harpur  Street ;  William  Tarleton,  Binnh^- 
bam ;  John  Thompson,  Biggleswade. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  the  1st  Jaty:— 
Donald  Fraser,  London;  Charles  William  GoodiD; 
Robert  Grundy,  St.  Helens,  Lancashire;  ^^Uiam 
Harbord,  Wafaifleet,  Lincolnshire;  James  Innei 
M*Intosh;  George  Moore,  Tunbridge  Wells;  Georje 
William  Noad,  Newfoundland;  John  Watkin  FhiHips. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  the  8th  July:— 
Clarence  Cooper,  Brentford ;  Thomas  Potter  Johown, 
Congleton,  Cheshire;  Thomas  Spencer,  EastSheltoBf 
Leicestershire. 


OBITUARY. 


July  2nd,  at  Kilmuir,  Argyllshire,  in  his  80th  yev, 
Thomas  Thomson,  M.D.,  F.R.S.L.  and  E.,  ^ 
Regius  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of 
Glasgo.w. 

July  1st  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Noel  Thoaa* 
Smith,  M.D.,  aged  ,83. 


ERRATA  IN  MR.  FOSTER'S  PAPERS. 

In  the  table  of  coiitents,  last  Journal^  there  ii  la 
error  in  the  name  of  the  author.  •  It  should  have  bea» 
"Two  Cases  of  Vi^ligoidea,  by  M.  Foster,  Esq., 
Huntingdon,"  instead  of  W.  Foster ;  also  in  the  headioi 
of  the  paper  in  the  Jottmal,  the  same  mistake  occoned* 
Page  139,  col.  2,  13  Imes  from  the  bottom,  forertoW 
read  iiemal*    . 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Dr.tfeiqr 
Dr.   Cotton,    and    the    Bizming^m   Pathologicil 

Society. 
It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  eommnmcstioos  mo- 

nected  with  the  BdUmial  departmmU  bessnttoJ.H. 

Walsh,  Esq.,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester.    Pte«* 

and  books  for  review  may  be  addressed  to  the  csrsff 

Mr.  Chunihiil,  Frinees  Street,  Soho. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


PROVINCIAL 
30SDICAL  &  SURGICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

TWBIVTIBTH  ANNIYSB8ABT  KBBTIN6. 

The  ABBodation  held  its  Twentieth  Annual  Meeting 
at  Ozfordi  on  Wednesday,  the  2lBt»  and  Thursday,  the 
22nd  of  Jnly^  1852. 

The  following  gentlemen  recorded  their  names  in  the 
book  kept  for  the  purpose.  The  total  number  present 
was  about  300  :^  « 

Geoige  JenkSi  M.D.,  Brighton ;  James  A.  Ogle, 
M.D.y  Oxford ;  Sir  Charles  Hastings,  M.D.,  Worcester ; 
John  S.  Soden,  M.D.,  Bath;  John  Forbes,  M.D., 
liondon;  James  Crang,  Esq.,  Timsbury ;  W.  A. 
Greenhill,  M.D.,  Hastings;  Richard  Flint,  Esq., 
Stockport;  Thomas  Radford,  M.D.,  Manchester ;  John 
Elliott,  Esq.,  Kingsbridge;  C.  Radclyffe  Hall,  M.D., 
Torquay ;  James  Tonstall,  M.D.,  Bath ;  J.  H.  Walsh, 
Esq.,  Worcester;  W.  Colbome,  Esq.,  Chippenham; 
John  fiigginbottom,  Esq.,  Nottingham ;  Joseph  White, 
£aq.,  Nottingham;  Famham  Flower,  Esq.,  Chil- 
compton ;  Charles  T.  Carter,  Esq.,  Hadley,  Middlesex ; 
William  Newnham,  Esq.,  Famham ;  Chas.  Bailey,  Esq., 
Cliffe, Chippenham ;  Thomas  Nanneley,  Esq.,  Leeds; 
Edwd.  Wallace,  Esq.,  Carshalton  ;  John  Grabham, 
M.D.,  Islington;  George  Humphry,  Esq.,  Cambridge; 
John  Kirkman,  M.D.,  Melton,  Woodbridge ;  Frederick 
T.  Wintle,  M.D.,  Wameford  Asylum  ;  John  Martin, 
Esq.,  Oxford;  Thomas  Hunt,  Esq.,  London;  John 
Rose  Cormack,  M.D.,  Putney,  London;  Jas.  Edwards, 
M.D.,  Bemarth,  Conway;  Richard  Hansard,  Esq., 
( Hon.  Sec.,)  Oxford ;  Edward  R.  Owen,  M.D.,  Oxford; 
Alexander  Henry,  M.D.,  Maidstone;  Robert  Wake, 
M.D.y  Southwould,  Suffolk;  Joseph  C.  Cookworthy, 
M.D.,  Plymouth;  T.  L.  Surrage,  Esq.,  Clifton;  J. 
Stedman,  Esq.^  Guildford ;  Peter  Martin,  Esq. ,  Reigate ; 
Archibald  Robertson,  M.D.,  Northampton  ;  John 
Griffith  Leete,  Esq.,  Thrapstone;  W.  H.  Ranking, 
Id.D.,  Norwich  ;  James  Young,  Esq.,  Wells,  Norfolk; 
William  Gill,  Esq.,  Nottingham;  H.  Martin  Holman, 
M.D.,  Hurstpierpoint ;  Henry  Alford,  Esq.,  Taanton ; 
C.  H.  Cornish,  Esq., Taunton;  Robert Marchant,  Esq., 
North  Curry,  Somerset;  H.  W.  Randolph,  Esq.,  Mil- 
▼erton;  W.  E.  Gillett,  Esq.,  Fairwater,  Taunton;,, 
Francis  Henry  Woodforde,  M.D.,  Taunton  ;  Richard^ 
L.  Pennell,  M.D.,  Chetiton  Bishop;  C.  F.  J.  Lord,  Esq., 
Hampstead;  Robert  Fookes,  Esq.,  Stalbridge;  Edward 
Howell,  M.D.,  Swansea;  John  Churchill,  fisq., London  ; 
Wm.  Matterson,  jun.,  Esq.,  York;  Harry  Lupton, 
Esq.,  Thame;  J.  Armitage  Pearson,  Esq.,  Woolton, 
near  Liverpool;  EUis  Jones,  Esq.,  Liyerpool;  Crosby 
Leonard,  Esq.»  Bristol;  George  Turner,  M.D.,  Stock- 
port; George  Downs,  £sq.»  Stockport;  Geo*  Edwards 
Esq.,  Wolverhampton;  Harrington  Tuke,  M.D., 
Cheswick;  W.  James,  Esq.,  Bristol;  James  Heygate, 
M.D.,  Derby;  Geo.  Vicaiy,  Esq.,  Warminster;  Richard 
Alford,  Esq.,  Tewkesbury;   M.  Battel,  Paris;   John 


^I^rclay,  M.D.,  Leicester;  D.  Barclay,  M.D.,  London; 
J[ohn  Motherell,  M.D.,  Castledery,  Ireland;  John 
Haddy  James,  M.D.,  Exeter;  T.  G.  Hake  nS  D., 
Bury  St.  Edmunds;  J.  Thumam,  M.D.,  Devizes; 
C.  P.  Collyns,  Esq..  Dulverton;  M.  Shurlock,  Esq., 
Eynsham;  G.  S.  Ogilrie,  Esq.,  Stapleton,  Bristol; 
E.  S.  Mayor,  Esq.,  Bristol ;  John  S.  Bartrum,  Esq., 
Bath;  Hugh  W.  Diamond,  M.D.,  Surrey  County 
Asylum ;  W.  D.  Husband,  M.D.,  York ;  James 
P.  Sheppard,  Esq.,  Worcester;  Thomas  Workman, 
Esq.,  Bayswater;  William  Gibbon,  Esq.,  Kettering; 
C.  B.  Nankiville,  M.D.,  Torquay ;  R.  Giles,  M.D., 
Oxford;  Comte  de  Montizon;  Edward  Mainwaring^ 
M.D.,  Boummouth,  Hants  ;  Dr.  Ross,  Madeira; 
Cordy Burrows,  Esq.,  Brighton;  Chas.  W.Bell,  M.D.^ 
Manchester;  J.  Sharpe,  Esq.,  Warrington ;  Peploe 
Cartwright,  Esq.,  Oswestry;  Thomas  Smith,  M.D, 
Cheltenham ;  William  Philpot  Brookes,  M.D.,  Chelten- 
bain ;  Forbes  WinslOw,  M.D.,  London ;  Francis  Sibson, 
M.D.«  London;  Thomas  Hodgkin,  M.D.,  London; 
George  Bottomley,  Esq.,  Croydon  ;  John  Propert, 
Esq.,  London ;  G.  Bury,  Esq.,  Whetstone ;  Henry 
Lee,  Esq.,  London;  Richard  Woodhouse,  M.D., 
Reading;  Edgar  Sheppard,  Esq.,  Enfield  ;  F.  C.  Batt, 
Esq.,  Abergavenny  ;  T.  W.  Jeston,  Esq.,  Henley-on- 
Thames;  Edward  Ray,  Esq.,  Dulwich;  Re^.  D.  Bell, 
Bleasdale  Parsonage ;  James  Williams,  Esq.,  Apsley 
Guise,  Wobum ;  Henry  W.  Rumsey,  Esq.,  Cheltenham; 
Gustavus  Foote,  Esq.,  Kington,  Herefordshire;  Wm. 
Hey,  Esq.,  Leeds;  D.  Rice,  Esq.,  Stratford-on-Avon; 
B.  Rice,  Esq.,  Littlemore ;  J.  Hitchman,  M.D., 
Derby  County  Asylum ;  George  Burrows,  M.D., 
London;  J.  Bowling,  Esq.,  Hammersmith;  G.  H. 
Haslop,  Esq.,  Buckingham  ;  Owen  Roberts,  M.D.^ 
St.  Asaph;  Bell  Fletcher,  M.D.,  Birmingham;  Eason 
Wilkinson,  M.D.,  Manchester;  George  Southam,  Esq., 
Manchester ;  William  James  Wibon,  Esq.,  Manchester; 
W.  W.  Williams,  M.D.,  Gloucester  ;  William  Ley, 
Esq.,  Littlemore;  John  J.  Field,  M.D.,  Torquay;  £. 
Ambler,  Esq.,  Stalbridge;  Caleb  Williams,  Esq., 
York;  Thomas  Grimwood,  Esq.,  Walton;  T.  Herbert 
Barker,  M.D.,  Bedford;  A.  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Ampthill; 
John  William  Harriss,  Esq.,  Exeter;  William  Clapp, 
Esq.,  Exeter  ;  Stanton  Wise,  M.D.,  Banbury; 
Hamilton  A.  Roberts,  Brynmewrig,  Bangor;  Forbes 
WinslowM.D.,  London;  Thomas  Tapley,  Esq.,  Great 
Torrington;  Charles  Chadwick,  M.D.,  Leeds;  Jamea 
Tnmbull;  M.D.,  Liverpool;  Thomas  Paget,  Esq,, 
Leicester;  Charles  Mayo,  Esq.,  Winchester;  Charles 
Mayo,  jun.,  Esq.,  Winchester;  Jas.  Mayo,  jun.,  Esq., 
Winchester;  Henry  James  Stokes,  M.D.,  Islington; 
Henry  Cooper,  M.D.,  HuU;  Robert  Hardy,  Esq., 
HuU;  Augustus  Eves,  M.D.,  Cheltenham  ;  W.  Budd, 
M.D.,  Bristol;  Charles  Cowan,  M.D.,  Reading ;  Geo. 
B.  Chirk,  M.D.,  Colchester;  T.  Ogier  Ward,  M.D., 
Kensington;  A.  D.  Dunstan,  Esq.,  Hohnes  Chapel, 
Cheshure;  Edward  Pope,  Esq.,  Tring;  Dr.  Duke, 
Rugby;  WUliam  Wilson,  Esq.,  Brighton;  W.  H. 
Duncan,  M.D.,  Liverpool;  C.  C.  Wallis,  Esq.,  Castie 
Cary;  Richard  N.  Strew,  Esq.,  Steyning;  G.  H. 
Fosbroke,  Esq.,  Bideford;  J.  G.  Rusher,  Esq.,  PetBhoie; 
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Joieph  Toynbee,  Esq.,  Lohdoti ;  Richard  Eaton  Rasher^ 
JBsq.y  Oxford ;  Thomas  Sawer,  Esq.,  Clifton ;  Jamei 
George  Davey,  M.D.,  Nortbwoods ;  Joseph  Lancaster, 
Esq.,  Clifton;  Paul  William  Swain^  Esq.,  Devonport; 
Tfiillip  Gmbb,  Esq.,  Warminster;  Beigamin  GilsoU, 
Eb%.,  Halstead ;  Henry  Pocock,  M.D.,  Coventry;  Thos. 
Cbrk,  Esq.,  WeUingborongb ;  Thomas  Mellor,  Esq., 
Mandiester;  James  Nash,  M.D.,  Worcester;  Samuel 
C^mpton,  Esq.,  Manchester;  James  Paxton,  M.D., 
IRogby ;  P.  Miller,  M.D.,  Exeter ;  R.  Bnrrtdge,  M.D., 
Tannton;  B.  ChevsUier,  M.D.,  Ipswich;  Wm.  C. 
iSrotman,  M.D.,  Clifton ;  W.  R.  Kelly,  M.D.,  Tannton ; 
H.  Kent,  Esq.,  Wrotham,  Kent;  J.  W.  Kdlgell, 
Tisngboum,  Berks;  J.  W.  Metcalfe,  Esq.,  York 
]G.  Curme,  Esq.,  Dorchester;  E.  H.  Ambler,  Esq., 
liate  Stalbridge;  Dnncui  Sinclair,  M.D.,  Halstead; 
H.  Pont,  Esq.,  Yaldihg;  H.  M.  Goald,  Esq., 
Vateringbury;  S.  Hare,  Esq.,  Ij^ndon ;  T.  Shapter, 
n.D.,  Exeter;  W.  H.  Michael,  Esq.,  Swansea;  A. 
W.  Davis,  M.D.,  Presteign;  J.  W.  Workman,  Esq., 
It^ading;  T.  L.  Walford,  Esq.,  Reading;  W.  T. 
White,  Esq.,  Kempsey;  J.  Mash,  Esq.,  Northampton ; 
T.  Bnli;  Esq.,  Great  Grimsby,  Lincolnshire;  W. 
Bddowes,  Esq.,  Pontesbnry,  Salop;  John  Cooolly, 
MJ>.,H«nweU;  G.  N.  Robinson,  M.D.,  Leadwell; 
It  Tlimer,  Esq.,  Tunbridge  Wells ;»  H.  Veasey,  Esq., 
Wobnm,  Bedfordshire;  J.  Hodgson,  Esq.,  London; 
S»  Waters,  M.D.,  Chester;  J.  Soden,  Esq.,  Bath; 
A.  Prichard,  Esq.,  Bristol;  A.  B.  Rye,  Esq.,  Banbury ; 
T«  Thompson,  M.D.,  London;  J.  Frankerd,  Esq.^ 
X^ngport;  W.  W.  Munckton,  Esq.,  Carry  Rivel, 
Somerset;  F.  N.  Gosling,  Esq.,  Worcester;  E.  Hnssey, 
*Ks%.,  Oxford ;  G.  Cowley,  Esq.,  Winslow,  Backs;  F. 
Symonds,  Esq.,  Oxford;  J.  Ormond,  Esq.,  Bath; 
Thos.  Lightfoot,  M.D.,  London;  E.  DaDiell,  Esq., 
Newport  Pagnell;  G.  F.  Paxon,  Esq.^  Cnmfield,  Beds ; 
X. . FaiEcloth,  Esq.,  Northampton;  G.  W.  Hastings, 
Esq.,  Temple,  London;  James  Stilwcll,  Esq.,  Uxbridge; 
A.  Stilwell,  M.D.,  Hillingdon;  J.  W.  West,  M.D., 
Dorset;  G.  May,  Esq.,  Reading;  R.  Jones,  jun.,  Esq., 
Astrop ;  R.  Jones,  Esq.,  Brackley ;  J.  McCafogher, 
M.D.,  Chichester;  J.  F.  Lamb,  M.D.,  Philadelphia; 
^^.CWUliams,  M.D.,  Nottingham;  J.  H.  Prirg, 
Esq^Weston-super-mare;  W.  Barker,  Esq.,  Wantage; 
E.  J.  Hayward,  Esq.,  Wantage;  J.  Whiting,' M.D., 
l#ynn;  C.  E.  Sheppard,  Esq.,  Worcester;  &c.,  Ac. 


The  preliminary  meeting  of  the  Council  took  place 
ii  the  Town  Hall  at  seven  o'clock  on  Tuesday  evening, 
i^thfi 

FIRST  GENERAL  MEETING 

was  held,  by  the  permission  of  the  Rev.  the  Vice- 
CSiancellor  of  the  University,  in  the  Convocation  House, 
at  ten  o'clock.  Shortly  after  the  time  app<nnted  for 
Meeting, 

Sir  Charlbs  Hastinos  moved  that  Dr.  Jenks,  of 
Biii^ton,  Uke  the  chair.     (Applause.) 

Dr.  Jbnks  accordingly  took  the  Presidential  seat, 
md  then  addressing  the  meeting,  said  it  devolved  on 


'liim  to  take  the  diur,  and  fbnnally  open  the  prooeediagi, 
and  then  resign  it  (after  having  held  it  for  the  unal 
term  of  one  year,)  to  his  successor;  before  doing  n, 
however,  he  had  to  express  his  gntelbl  sense  of  lbs 
honour  done  him  in  his  appointment  as  Ptetident  at  die 
last  meeting,  and  the  high  satisfoction  it  had  aflordad 
him  to  preside,  for  so  long  a  period,  over  a  body  sHke 
so  numerous  and  influential  as  the  one  he  was  nov 
addressing.  He  would  not  detain  them  by  giving  oi 
account  of  the  transactions  of  the  past  year,  as  than 
would  come  rq^larly  before  them  In  the  Report  of  the 
Council,  but  he  could  not  refrain  from  congratnlatiBg 
them  on  the  successful  progress  and  onward  march  of 
their  Association.  The  great  gratification  which  lie 
experienced  at  meeting  them  in  this  aneieut  city  un 
greatly  diminished  by  the  lamented  decease  of  the  late 
Regius  Ph>fessor  of  Medicine  in  this  Univernty,  Dr. 
Kidd.  That  estimable  and  respected  man,  being  kt 
advanced  in  years,  was  most  desirous  of  havmg  a  meedm 
of  the  Association  in  Oxford  before  he  paid  the  debt  of 
nature,  but  unfortunately  his  wish  had  not  been  realiied ; 
'(Key  had,  however,  the  eatis&ction  and  consolation  of 
knowing  that  his  intention  would  be  fully  cairied  oit 
by  his  successor  the  present  Regius  ProfiBawr,  Dr. 
Ogle,  a  gentleman  who  had  been  recommended  by 
Dr.  Kidd  to  preside  over  this,  their  twentieth  anni- 
versary. Under  his  auspices,  and  those  of  the  many 
gentlemen  he  saw  around  him,  he  (Dr.  Jenks)  ooeld 
promise  them  a  very  successful  meeting.  It  did  not 
befit  him,  as  he  had  previously  remarked,  to  detiia 
them  with  any  lengthened  remarks,  and  In  vacating  tbe 
chair  he  woald  say  that  he  should  remember  the  honovr 
conferred  upon  him  by  his  appointment  to  the  office  of 
President  as  long  as  life  was  spared  him.  (Applaaae.) 
With  the  best  wishes  for  thrir  health  and  happiness,  ha 
begged  to  introduce  to  their  notice  his  suooeswr  Dr. 
Ogle.     (Much  applause.) 

Dr.  OoLB  having  taken  the  Presidential  diair,  amidit 
very  hearty  applaaae,  rose  and  spoke  as  follows  :-* 

GxNTLBif  IN, — ^Tlie  introduction  with  which  my  pi^ 
deoessor  in  this  office  has  just  fiavonred  me,  far  fitm 
being  a  matter  of  simple  form  and  courtesy,  is,  as  I  an 
well  aware,  a  meaanre  no  leaa  of  need  than  propriety. 

There  are  many  here  to  whom  I  am  equally  in  nana 
and  person  unknown. 

When  in  the  early  days  of  this  Association  tfaon 
gentlemen  to  whose  exertions  it  mainly  owes  its  origin 
found  here  in  Oxford  that  friendly  reception,  that 
earnest  encouragement,  and  that  decided  support,  which 
my  much  esteemed  and  deeply  regretted  fKend,  the  lata 
Dr.  Kidd,  both  proffered  and  supplied  to  them,  I  «■ 
myself  in  deepest  affliction ;  death  had  very  recently 
invaded  my  home,  and  had  bereaved  me  of  what  I  thece 
held  dearest.  That  I  Bright  the  better  dischaige  the 
domestic  duties  which  had  thus  devolved  on  myaole 
care,  I  withdrew  at  once  and  entirely  from  all  engage- 
ments which  would  entail  upon  me  distant  sojoott 
and  lengthened  absence  from  my  home  and  family; 
and  thus  it  was  that  the  pleasure  and  profit  which  the 
annoal  meetings  of  this  Association  supply  to  its 
members  have  been  lost  to  me,  and  that  f  am  • 
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«tnnger  to  lo  many  of  ray  profesrioiMl  bretbren,  from 
whose  acquaintance  I  might,  onder  happier  ctrcom- 
ttanoes,  have  derived  both  gratification  and  inttmctioo. 
Yet,  gentlemen,  I  pray  yon  to  believe  that  though  lo 
late  in  joining  the  Association,  I  was  neither  opposed 
^  the  parposes  it  contemplated  nor  have  I  been  indif- 
ferent to  its  progress  and  eventoal  snooess.  At  the 
poggestion  of  that  revered  friend  and  associate  whom  I 
have  already  named,  whilst  yet  he  was  in  life  and  happy  in 
anticipation  of  this  day's  meeting,  ,the  Conncil  of  the 
Association  paid  me  the  compliment  of  inviting  me  to 
preside  on  this  occasion,  a  compliment  which  I  am 

'  qnite  sensible  I  mainly  owe  to  a  courteons  respect  for  my 
years  and  academic  position;  yet,  therein  I  am  never- 
theless well  content,  assured  as  I  am  that  no  sach 
considerations  would  have  secured  to  me  the  commenda- 
tions of  the  one  party  nor  the  choice  of  the Jpher,  ha4 
I  been  deemed  personally  nnwortby  of  this  distinction; 
and  although  the  partial  kindness  of  friends  but  too 
frequently  misjudges  the  capacity  of  one  to  whom  they 
are  attached,  I  shall  venture  to  say,  that  in  so  far  as  an 
earnest  rc^rd  for  the  hoaour  and  dignity  of  our  pro-^ 
fession,'— an  indignant  contempt  of  those  audacious 
in^KMtors  of  past  and  present  time  professing  medi- 
cine, whose  atrocious  frauds  are  surpassed  only  b;  the 
sordid  motives  which*  prompt  them — frauds  alike 
injurious  to  an  honourable  calling  and  to  the  welfare 
of  the  community, — so  fisur,  I  say,  as  these  sentiments 
may  entitle  any  one  to  such  an  honour,  I  may  vindicate 
for  myself  the  occupancy  of  this  chair,  without  fear  of 
ichallenge  or  of  molestation  from  any  quarter. 

Under  the  circumstances  in  which  1  am  placed^  you 
will  concede  to  me  your  indulgence,  and  pardon  me  the 
egotism  in  my  proceeding  to  say  of  myself  that  I  am, 

..and  always  have  been,  the  opponent  of  all  unnecessary 
impediments  to  the  acquirement  of  professional  privi- 
leges ;  and  tliat  as  regards  the  discipline  and  economy 
of  the  nfedical  comma nity,  whether  as  determined  by 
legislative  enactments,  or  adopted  by  general  consent 
on  the  principle  of  mutual  concessions,  I  am  an  advo< 
Gate  of  the  freest  policy  which  is  consistent  with  the 
nature  of  our  institutions,  and  conducive  to  the  common 
interests  of  us  all ;  but  I  scruple  not  to  add  that  we  shidl 

.  do  well  to  bear  in  mind,  that  so  long  as  in  His  inscru- 
table wisdom,  the  all- wise  and  all-benevolent  Author 
-of  every  blessing  sees  fit  to  diAtribute  with  unequal 
hand  the  gifts  of  talents,  means,  and  opportunities,  so 
long  must  inequalities  exist  among  us,  which  it  ii 
neither  practicable  nor  de^rable  to  efface.  This 
remark,  1  am  woll  aware,  would  come  from  me  with 

.  singular  ill  grace,  were  I  not  indeed  of  full  and  honest 
purpose  to  promote  whatever  may  conduce  to  the 
general  welfare  of  the  profesiiion,  and  to  do  away  every 
hinderance  to  open  lists  and  a  fair  field  fur  all. 

Without  making  any  special  referrmw  to,  or  entering 
into  discu  sion  of,  the  several  proposed  bills  and  new 
charters  at  this  time  before  the  medical  public,  I  would 
observe  that  it  is  hopelesis  to  effect  any  permanentl^i- 
jatisfactory  arrangements,  until  the  statutes  of  oar 
^academic  institutions  have  been  revi^,  and  their  pro- 
/ceediogs  brought  more  into  unison  or  parallelism  with 


each  other  than  is  at  present  the  caae;  for  how  is  it 
,  possible  that  without  a  sense  of  its  patent  injustice  can 
equal  respect  be  challenged,  and  equal  privileges 
claimed  for  academic  distinctions  to  be  had  at  cos 
university  at  the  cost  of  a  small  pecuniary  payment, 
but  whidi  at  another  are  to  be  obtained  only  by  resi* 
dence  and  a  course  of  study  to  be  continued  daring 
years,  and  a  proficiency  to  be  tested  by  a  severe  end 
searching  examination. 

I  will  presently  set  forth  the  main  features  of  ovr 
8]rstem  here  in  Oxford,  meanwhile  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  I  deem  the  cost  of  education  in  this  place  not 
simply  a  very  serious  drawback  on  our  usefubiess,  but 
in  so  far  as  it  can  be  avoided,  a  palpable  wrong  to  the 
community.  These  sentiments,  gentlemen,  have  not 
their  origin  in  the  desire  of  saying  something  from  this 
chair  which  may  commend  me  to  your  fttvourable 
opinion,  by  an  affectation  of  candour  and  honest  judg« 
ment.  I  am  happily  able  to  show,  that  long  before  I 
could  have  had  thought  of  this  occasion,  or  opportaniiy 
of  setting  forth  such  opinions,  I  had  submitted  them 
to  the  eonsidrration  of  Her  Majesty's  Commissioninrs 
of  this  University,  and  had  presumed  to  suggest  saoh 
measures  for  diminishing  the  grievance  alluded  to  and 
for  extending  as  widely  as  possible  the  advantages  of 
our  institutions  as  I  deemed  of  just  and  practieablA 
application,  and  by  reference  to  the  report  which  has 
been  lately  published  under  authority  of  these  gentle- 
men, it  will  be  found  that  I  am  entitled  to  claim  credit 
for  sincerity  hi  the  declaration  which  I  have  been  bold 
enough  to  make.  I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  add* 
that  there  are  many  members  of  the  academic  body 
who,  taking  a  like  view  of  the  matter,  are  equally  with 
myself  anxious  to  effect  changes  whereby  the  portal  of 
this  great  national  institution  may  be  thrown  more 
widely  open,  and  the  liberal  bounty  of  ozr  many  foun- 
ders and  benefactors  rendered  in  fullest  measure  pro- 
ductive of  the  good  which  their  piety»  their  patriotism, 
and  their  benevolence  contemplated.  I  should,  how- 
ever, be  guilty  of  a  great  injustice  to  many  very  amia- 
ble and  excellent  men,  whose  intelligence  I  am  con- 
strained  to  acknowledge,  and  whose  integrity  it  were 
worse  than  idle  to  dispute,  were  I  to  represent  the 
I  differences  on  this  point  existing  among  us  in  this  place 
'  as  a  contest  of  selfish  interests  against  public  rights,  or 
of  bigot  opinion  against  honest  conviction;  the  truth 
is,  that  the  system  transmitted  to  us  from  a  distant  date, 
and  well-suited  to  the  state  of  society  a  century  or  two 
since,  is  become,  through  those  changes  which  time  in 
Nourishing  stutes  ever  rapidly  brings  about,  in  some  par- 
'  ticulars  obsolete ;  yet  so  long  has  it  been  an  honest  boast 
to  us,  so  long  has  it  been  the  acknowledged  instrument 
,  of  general  good,  as  many  an  honoured  name  auesis-— 
I  statesman,  divine,  jurist,  pbilosopher,  poet,  and  last,  not 
'  least,  physician — that  well  indeed  may  such  as  have  long 
been  used  so  to  regard  it,  claim  our  forbearance  e*er  we 
too  rudely  condemn  that  caution,  which,  as  it  were,  fears 
to  quit  the  long- trodden,  secure  and  well-known  fuot- 
path  for  the  broad  but  untried  highway  to  which  they 
are  invited.  These  observations  apply  especially  to  the 
regulations  by  which  tlie  advantages  of  the  University 
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are  restricted  to  the  members  of  the  existing  collegiate 
establishments.  Apart  from  such  considerations,  our 
proceedings  (and  I  refer  now  specially  to  those  in  medi« 
cine)  are  in  my  judgment  of  careful  forethought  and  of 
just  enactment.  The  statute  which  regulates  them 
requires  that  candidates  for  the  degree  of  Bachelor  in 
that  Faculty  should  have  kept  residence  and  have  under- 
gone examinations  in  every  respect  the  same  as  in  the 
case  of  such  students  as  seek  a  Degree  in  Arts.  This  is 
»  four  years'  course,  i.e.,  sixteen  terms,  during  twelve 
of  which  at  least  the  candidate  must  have  resided  strictly 
withm  the  walls  of  his  college.  On  the  successful 
completion  of  this  course,  he  is  required  further  to  have 
given  three  entire  years  to  the  diligent  study  of  medicine, 
in  attending  the  lectures  of  teachers  of  repute  in  the 
farioua  subjects  of  professional  instruction  and  the 
dinical  practice  at  some  hospital  **  melloris  notee^"  of 
large  accommodation  and  well-frequented  access,  the 
candidate's  choice  beiug  fettered  by  these  conditions 
ajoney  he  is  in  other  particulazs  at  full  liberty  to  consult 
his  own  convenience,  and  act  by  his  own  judgment  in 
the  matter.  We  deem  it  unadvisable  to  encourage  his 
farther  stay  in  Oxford,  and  even  unjust  to  enforce  it, 
ftom  the  conviction  that  the  metropolitan  schools,  or 
tiiofle  of  large  and  populous  towns  or  districts  alone 
can  supply  to  the  student  opportunity  of  becoming 
funiliar  with  acute  disorders,  and  of  witnessing  the 
variety  in  mode  which  disease  in  chronic  form  exhibits. 

On  testimony  that  our  candidate  has  so  far  duly 
eomplied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Statute,  he  is  sub- 
jected to  an  examination,  public  so  far  as  regards  the 
admission  of  academic  graduates  in  whatever  faculty, 
and  members  of  the  medical  profession  legally  autho- 
rized to  practice,  of  whatever  grade  and  in  whatever 
department. 

The  subject  matter  of  exximination  comprises  ana- 
tomy, pbysiolo^,  pathology,  and  therapeutics,  with 
chemistry  and  botany,  so  far  as  these  illustrate  the  art 
of  medicine;  and  lastly,  the  Statute  requires  that  the 
examiners  be  carefiil  to  test  tiie  candidate's  acquaintance 
with  the  writings  of  Hippocrates,  Areteus,  Galen,  and 
Celsus.  By  tacit  understanding  this  is  practically 
limited  to  the  work  of  Celsus,  the  aphorisms  and  epi- 
demics of  Hippocrates,  those  parts  of  Aretaeus  which 
treat  of  the  signs  of  acute  and  chronic  disease,  and  that 
portion  of  Galen  in  which  the  uses  of  the  parts  of  the 
body  are  discussed.  I  need  make  no  observation  on 
the  first  four  items  of  this  list — the  proper  and  essential 
mbjects  of  medical  study.  Some  may  deem  acquire- 
ments in  chemistry  and  botany  t>f  less  value  than  that 
at  which  we  rate  them ;  but  I  feel  well  assured  that  no 
intelligent  practitioner  would  do  otherwise  than  approve 
as  of  most  just  and  reasonable  demand,  that  proficiency 
in  these  disciplines  which  my  judicious  friend  and 
colleague,  Dr.  Danbeny,  exacts.  And  in  regard  to 
acquaintance  with  the  ancient  writers  above  named,  we 
are  to  bear  in  mind  that  our  candidates  have  already 
gone  through  the  exercises  and  examination  for  a  degree 
in  arts,  implying  a  certain  familiarity  with  Greek  and 
Tstm.  literature,  and  that  consequentiy  no  very  heavy 
additional  burthen  is  imposed  upon  them ;  and  as  to  its 


utility,  I  shall  not  here  dilate  upon  this  point,  but  refer 
you  to  the  very  curious  and  interesting  facts  bearing  on 
the  question  related  by  that  accomplished  scholar  and 
very  intelligent  physician,  the  late  Dr.  Joseph  Adam^ 
in  his  life  of  Mr.  Hunter. 

The  Examiners  are  in  number,  three.  Doctors  of 
Medicine,  Graduates  of  Oxford,  viz., — the  Professor 
holding  that  chair,  with  which  Her  Majesty  has  latelj 
been  pleased  to  honour  me,  and  two  assessors,  nomi- 
nated by  the  Vice-Chancellor,  and  subsequently 
approved  by  convocation.  At  this  time  all  three  are 
Fellows  of  the  London  College  of  Physicians.  Oo 
their  approval  of  the  candidate's  sulficiency  a  lioenee- 
to  practise,  with  the  degree  of  M.B.,  is  conceded  to 
him;  but  he  has  yet  to  wait  a  second  three  yean^ 
making  mthe  whole  ten  from  his  matriculation,  wheo^ 
with  expenenoe  so  matured,  on  satisfactory  testimony 
to  his  moral  character,  he  is  at  length  admitted  to  the 
Doctorate,  and  left  to  his  own  course.  The  Statute 
has  now  been  in  force  seventeen  years.  I  deem  its 
provisions  to  be  in  theory  unobjectioiuble ;  and  I  sot 
happy  in  being  able  to  add  that  in  practice  it  has 
proved  successful.  With  very  few  exceptions,  all  oar 
medical  graduates  since  the  above  date  have,  with  a 
view  to  practise  within  the  liberties  of  the  London 
College,  submitted  themselves  to  a  second^examination 
at  the  Censor's  Board  of  that  institution ;  and  in  no 
instance  has  our  judgment  of  the  candidate's  sufficiency 
been  reversed. 

I  have  ventured  to  occupy  you  with  these  detaib 
from  various  considerations,  among  which  is  the 
natural  desire  to  secure  to  our  graduates  the  just 
respect  of  their  professional  brethren ;  and  to  obriatei, 
so  &r  as  regards  our  proceedings  in  medicine,  the 
unfavourable  impressions  which  the  exdusiveness  of 
our  Collegiate  system,  and  certain  prejudices  and 
observances  among  us,  elsewhere  obsolete,  have  a 
tendency  to  convey. 

In  drawing  up  the  Statute,  Dr.  Daubeny  and  mjtfH 
enjoyed  the  co-operation  of  our  late  intelligent  friend 
and  colleague.  Dr.  Kidd,  whose  aid  and  superintendence- 
was  for  many  years  given  towards  carrying  out  its  par- 
poses;  and  though  latterly  he  had  withdrawn,  throngh 
infirmity  of  advancing  years,  from  the  active  duties  of 
his  professional  position,  he  ceased  not  to  take  a  lively 
interest  in  all  that  affected  the  credit  and  prosperity  of 
the  University,  more  especially  in  matters  having 
reference  to  the  faculty  whose  well-being  had  been 
committed  to  his  charge.  To  him  indeed  we  owe  it 
that  we  are  this  day  assembled  here  in  Oxford.  Hie 
indulgent  concession  of  your  ^it  hither,  effected 
indeed  at  the  cost  of  the  promised  gratification  to  our 
brethren  at  Manchester,  was  at  his  request  Alas !  how 
unexpectedly  has  the  purpose  of  the  changed  arrange- 
ments been  frustrated!  how  have  our  antidpationft 
been  foiled.  His  unlooked-for  decease  has  greatly 
impaired  our  power  of  suitable  reception,  and  has 
entailed  upon  myself  a  mournful  duty,  little  anticipated 
when  I  first  consented  to  undertake  that  which  pertains 
to  this  chair,  but  which,  happily,,  is  no  less  accordant 
with  the  usage  of  our  Association  than  becoming  ny 
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Hywii  position  and  consonant  with  ny  inmost  feelings, 
ftermit  me,  then,  as  one  kaving  opportnaiiy,  and  from 
^hom»  consequently,  the  just  expectation  of  his  many 
iUends  may  reasonably  await  this  debt  of  piety  and 
friendship, — ^permit  to  me,  I  say,  some  few  words  in 
truthful  eulogy  of  our  much  regretted  friend.  His 
position  as  at  once  R^us  Professor  in  Anatomy  and 
•nlso  Lee's  Prseleotor  at  Christ  Church,  enabled  him 
in  the  latter  capacity  to  discharge  simultaneously, 
'during  by  far  the  greater  part  of  his  term  of  office,  the 
duties  of  both  trusts.  Some  few  years  since,  feeling 
himself  through  infirmity  and  advanced  life,  unequal  to 
^e  task,  he  resigned  Lee's  Pnelectorship,  under  just 
•expectation  that  during  his  remaining  years  indulgence 
would  be  conceded  to  him  by  the  academic  authorities, 
4Uid  the  lectures  of  his  successor  at  Christ  Church  be 
^accepted  in  full  acquittance  of  whatever  mi^  other- 
-wise,  in  strict  observance  of  the  Statutes,  be  still  due 
from  him  as  Regius  Professor.  His  years,  his  character, 
'and  his  services  to  the  University,  well  entitled  him  to 
4k8k,  and  in  equal  degree  justified  the  academic  authori- 
•ties  in  granting,  such  boon.  He  was  not  one  to  neglect 
bis  charge  from  love  of  leisui-e,  deficient  sense  of  his 
•duty,  or  disregard  of  its  obligations.  To  him,  as  some- 
-time  Pnelector  in  Geology,  the  University  owes  the 
•commencement  of  that  fame  which  under  his  successor 
lias  been  so  amply  perfected,  in  the  study  of  that 
science;  and,  whatever  may  have  been  the  merit  of 
others,  he  undeniably  was  the  first  to  diffuse  in 
^is  place  a  knowledge  of  modem  chemistry.  As 
'an  anatomist  and  in  physiology,  his  reputation  is  estab- 
iished  for  patient  investigation,'  careful  observation, 
•and  sagacious  conjecture.  As  a  teachei;  he-was  emi- 
nently successful  in  giving  an  interest  to  his  subject  by 
-a  lucid  arrangement  of  his  matter,  a  happy  facility  of 
illustration,  and  a  ready  command  of  language.  As 
regards  moral  and  social  worth ;  I  knew  him  long  and 
intimately,  and  in  declaring  my  own,  I  give  but  expres- 
sion to  the  one  unanimous  judgment  of  those  among 
whom  he  lived, — that  he  was  a  gentleman  of  most 
.^eiierons  sentiments,  and  of  most  upright  conduct. 
'IBntire  strangers  to  each  other  before  I  settled  myself 
«s  a  fellow  practitioner  in  this  place,  the  intercourse  of 
jears  gave  rise  to  feelings  on  both  sides  of  sincere,  and, 
I  may  indeed  say,  affectionate  regard.  When  last  I 
•aaw  him,  I  had  no  thought  nor  even  a  wish  to  succeed 
him.  Had  he  been  spared  to  us  a  few  years  longer  my 
•own  yeafs  would  have  forbidden  my  seeking  the  suc- 
•oession.  We  all  know  how  unlocked  for  was  his  imme- 
<diate  summons,  yet  herein  was  his  happiness  and  gain, 
'for  few  among  us  will  be  found  better  prepared  for 
<that  dread  event  Of  strictest  integrity  in  his  dealings 
<with  others,  his  scorn  of  all  that  was  mean  and  false, 
msB  tempered  only  by  Christian  pity  for  those  who 
practised  evil.  His  talents,  naturally  good,  were  duly 
-cultivated  and  matured  by  study— his  attainments 
varied,  justly  acknowledged,  and  amply  adequate  to  his 
^position ;  of  easy  access,  cheerful  habit,  and  most 
agreeable  conversation  ;  he  was  at  once  to  us  a  credit 
and  a  stay ;  above  all,  he  was  a  Christian,  in  heart  and 
Jbope,  in  faith  and  practice.     Herein,  then,  be  we  con  - 


soled,  rdying  in  full  confidence  on  the  Divine  s 
that  '^Blessed  are  they  who  die  in  the  Lord."  One 
grateful  task  he  left  me,  namely,  tiia  care  to  pro- 
vide that  the  University  should  testify  on  this  occasion 
to  this  company  collectively  that  respectful  considera- 
tion which,  in  truth,  she  has  ever  been  prompt  to  show 
to  individuals  whose  labours  have  benefitted,  or  whoee 
vhrtues  have  improved  their  fellow  men;  and  this,  from 
a  sense  of  the  honour  which  is  due  to  merit,  and  of  the 
obligations  incident  to  her  own  position,  bound  as  she 
is  to  set  forth  by  her  own  example,  and  by  honouring 
that  of  others,  every  incentive  to  exalted  patriotism, 
and  those  other  social  virtues,  under  which  safeguards 
alone  can  the  free  development  of  the  intellectual 
powers  prove  conducive  to  the  welfiue  of  mankind.  Iii 
this  task  I  neither  anticipated,  nor  have  I  experienoed 
any  difficulties,  seeing  that  tiiat  which  alone  conid  have 
proved  a  matter  of  embarrassment  had  been  effected 
before  the  chaige  in  question  had  devolved  upon  me. 
My  brethren  of  the  ihculty  of  medicine  concurring  with 
me  in  the  application,  an  arrangement  suggested  by 
Dr.  Kidd  met  with  favour  at  the  Board  of  Houses, 
and,  as  on  the  occasion  of  the  former  visit  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, two  of  its  then  most  distinguished  members 
were  admitted  to  the  Academic  Doctorate  in  its  fullest 
privileges,  so  on  the  present  it  is  permitted  to  me,  in 
testimony  of  respect  for  the  Association  collectively,  to 
invite  to  the  Honorary  Doctorate  in  Civil  Law  some 
three  of  its  members,  gentlemen  by  whom  the  compli- 
ment would  be  duly  appreciated,  and  through  whom, 
by  their  talents,  their  attainments,  and  their  reputation, 
may  be  reflected  back  on  the  University  the  honour 
which  that  compliment  confers.  I  may  here  state  thiat 
this  degree — the  one  to  which  the  higher  honorary 
admissions  are  now  restricted, — is  a  distinction  which 
the  most  exalted  personages  have  condescended  te 
accept,  and  those  of  highest  reputation  in  literature 
and  science  have  been  proud  to  bear.  It  would  be 
long  to  rehearse  the  list,  adorned  by  names  which 
shed  a  lustre  on  their  times  and  country,  suffice  it  to 
cite  from  among  our  own  brethren  those  of  Brodie, 
Alison,  and  Owen,  very  lately  enrolled  among  the 
number,  and  that  of  Paris,  the  learaed  President  of  the 
London  College  of  Physidans,  who,  the  just  pride  and 
boast  of  his  own  University,  has  not  declined  to  let 
us  at  Oxford  share  the  honour  of  bis  name  and  fame. 

It  may  easily  be  believed  that  the  embarrassment 
to  which  I  just  now  alluded,  was  the  difficulty  of 
selecting  from  among  so  many  worthy  of  this  distinc- 
tion, the  three  to  whom  it  should  be  awarded;  but, 
happily  for  myself  and  colleagues,  we  have  found  escape 
from  so  invidious  a  task.  In  the  correspondence  of 
Dr.  Kidd  with  the  Council  of  the  Association,  sub- 
mitted at  his  decease  to  my  perusal,  I  found  the  names 
of  three  gentlemen  set  forth  as  those  on  whom  the  lot 
had  fallen,  by  whose  intervention  I  neither  know  nor 
have  I  been  too  curious  to  inquire.  These  names  the 
faculty  have  most  willingly  accepted,  no  less  from 
respect  of  the  individuals  themselves  than  from  that 
which  is  due  to  the  memory  of  our  deceased  friend.  It 
will  be  admitted  without  dispute,   that  Sir  Charles 
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HMtiDgs,  Dr.  John  Forbes,  and  Dr.  Jolm  ConoUy,  are 
well  worthy  the  distinction  to  which  they  are  invited; 
and  though  I  have  no  other  voice  in  the  matter  tiian 
that  of  consent  and  commendation  to  the  Yioe*Chan* 
oellor,  it  affords  me  a  peculiar  satisfaction  that  the 
choice  has  fiivonred  the  three  gentlemen  above  named ; 
for  in  oifering  my  congratulations  to  yon,  Sir  Charles 
Hastings,  and  to  you.  Dr.  John  Forbes,  I  may  revert 
to  those  days  of  our  early  manhood,  when  from  the 
schools,  to  which  a  long  series  of  illustrious  names,  as 
teariierB,  had  secured  a  pre-eminence  in  medicine,  as 
frankly  conceded  as  it  was  fairly  earned,  we  commenced 
our  respective  courses  which  have  happily  run  so  pros- 
perously to  us  all ;  yours,  gentlemen,  by  the  merits  of  a 
just  desert,  mine  by  the  fiivour  of  propitious  fortune ; 
and  with  you,  Dr.  John  Conolly,  to  whom  the  praise  of 
high  and  well-deserved  success  is  equally  due,  may  I 
recall  those  days  when,  snatching  opportunity  Irohi 
amid  the  toils  of  professional  duty,  yon  were  wont,  at 
ao  'small  cost  of  your  personal  comfort  and  cpnve- 
nienoe,  to  gratify  by  occasional  visits  the  circle  of  yoor 
friends  in  Oxford,  of  whom,  alas  I  so  few  survive. 
•  It  remains  only  for  me  to  add  that  a  Convocation 
will  be  holden  for  these  admissions  at  two  o'clock  this 
day  in  the  Sheldonian  Theatre  adjoining  the  place 
•where  we  are  now  assembled,  and  that  it  will  be 
open  to  any  member  of  this  company  who  may  be 
pleased  to  attend. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I  bid  yon  all  a  hearty 
.welcome,  on  the  part  of  myself  and  the  practitiontra 
resident  in  Oxford.  We  will  do  our  best  to  make  your 
visit  agreeable  to  you.  We  trust  yon  will  accept  this 
assurance,  given  in  all  good  £uth,  and  that  you  will 
pardon  whatever  deficiency  our  inexperience  or  any 
otiier  untoward  drcnmstanoes,  may  cause. 

Mr.  Shbppajid,  the  Secretary,  then  read  the 

REPOBT  OF  THK   COUNCIL. 

The  time  has  again  arrived  when  it  is  incumbent 
upon  the  Council  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Association  to  render  an  account  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Society  during  the  past  year,  and  they  do  so 
nndbr  drcumstanoes  as  fiivourable  as  on  any  previous 
occasion. 

It  is  in  the  first  place  desirable  shortly  to  allude  to 
the  alteration  of  the  locality  in  which  we  assemble.  It 
is  well  known  that  Manchester  was  the  place  fixed  upon 
at  the  Brighton  Meeting  for  receiving  the  Association 
in  1852 ;  but  soon  after  the  last  Anniversary  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  received  a  letter  from  the  then 
Regius  Professor  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of 
Oxford,  warmly  expressive  of  his  gratification  at  seeibg 
the  continued  advancement  of  the  Association,  and 
earnestly  entreating  that  an  early  Meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation might  be  fixed  at  Oxford.  He  moreover  stated 
that  he  had  arrived  at  that  period  of  life  when  the  days 
which  remained  to  him  were  few,  and  he  entertained 
the  hope  that,  before  he  finished  his  career,  he  might 
have  the  happiness  of  welcoming  the  Members  to  his 
Alma  Mater.  Moreover,  Dr.  Kidd  proceeded  further, 
aand  inquired  whether  by  any  means  it  coidd  be  arranged 
•o  that  the  Anniversary  for  1852  might  be  held  at 
Oxford  instead  of  at  Manchester.  Under  any  drcum- 
stanoes an  application  coming  from  such  a  party,  and 
enforced  by  such  considerations,  would  have  demanded 
tho  deliberation  of  your  Council;  but  it  likewise  so 


arose  that  about  this  time  some  unexpected  difficolties 
were  encountered  in  carrying  out  the  arrangements  at 
Manchester,  and  this  induced  the  Central  Council  to 
communicate  to  the  Manchester  Coundl  the  strong 
desire  which  Dr.  Kidd  had  expressed  to  reoave  tha 
Assodation  at  Oxford.  The  Manchester  Coundl  were 
summoned  together,  and  they  recommended  that  the 
request  of  the  Regius  Professor  of  Medicine  should  be 
granted,  as  they  thought  it  better  that  the  Anniversary 
at  Manchester  should  be  deferred.  The  President  <rf 
the  Council,  after  this,  lost  no  time  in  addresabg  Dr. 
Kidd,  whose  warm  feelings  prompted  him  at  once  to 
negodate  with  the  Yice-Chancellor  of  the  Univerrity, 
who  promised  his  aid  in  recdving  the  Association  witii 
due  honour.  Dr.  Kidd  also  named  his  firiend,  Dr. 
Ogle,  as  being  peculiarly  fitted  to  undertake  the  office 
of  Prendent-elect,  which  office,  on  account  <^  advanced 
years,  he  himself  did  not  feel  equal  to.  Thus  the  Cen- 
tral Council  became  pledged  to  meet  at  Oxford,  under 
the  ani^^Kses  of  the  Regius  Fh>fe88or;  and  the  n^go- 
dations  for  this  purpose  were  scarcely  brought  to  a 
dose,  when  suddenly  Dr.  Kidd  was  removed  from  the 
scene  of  his  earthly  labours.  The  gloom  which  this 
mournful  event  cast  upon  our  proceedings  can  be  better 
felt  than  expressed ;  and  for  some  time  it  was  doabtfhl 
.what  course  should  be  pursued,  but  Dr.  Ogle  had  been 
recommended  as  the  President-Elect  by  our  deoeaaed 
friend,  and  the  profession  in  Oxford  wcn  still  wiilmg  to 
do  the  best  for  our  reception  under  the  loss  they  hsf 
sustained ;  moreover,  the  Manchester  Council  were  still 
of  opinion  that  it  was  desirable  to  defer  the  Meeting  at 
Manchester.  It  was  therefore  determined  by  your 
Council  that  the  Tcnerable  Univerai^  of  Oxfind  had 
irresistible  claims  upon  the  Association,  and  that  sa 
Anniversary  spent  in  her  andent  HaUs  and  Colleges 
could  not  fail  to  give  strength  and  vigour  to  our  noble 
Assodation. 

Number  qf  Menken  and  DUMei  Brmehet. 


Your  Coundl  are  enabled  to  report  that  the  i 
of  the  Members  has  rather  increased  since  the  last 
Anniversary.  The  number  of  Members  who  have  died 
during  the  year  is  about  twenty,  and  the  number  who  hafS 
resigned  is  about  forty,  the  number  of  new  meniben 
admitted  since  the  Brighton  Annivenary  is  183,  and  the 
number  now  upon  the  iLt  amounts  to  1629.  Since  oar  kit 
General  Meeting,  two  District  Branches  have  been  added 
to  those  before  existing,  one  called  the  Midland  Brandi, 
induding  Derby,  Nottingham,  Leicester,  and  Lincoh; 
the  other,  the  South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  Bnaidi» 
induding  Swansea,  and  the  chief  towns  in  South  Walea, 
together  with  Monmouth.  These  new  District  Blanches 
are  expected  to  add  many  new  Members  to  our  ranks,  si 
they  have  both  been  formed  in  districts  where  heretafore 
there  has  been  but  little  exertion  called  forth  to  imkB 
the  advantages  of  the  Assodation  known,  but  no^ 
from  the  zealous  manner  in  which  those  who  have  com* 
menced  these  Branches  are  endeavouring  to  advance  die 
objects  of  the  Sodety,  your  Coundl  are  encouraged 
to  expect  further  progress.  The  system  of  District 
Brandies,  it  may  be  remembered,  is  found  to  woric 
very  beneficially,  and  whenever  any  drcumstanoes  ariso 
which  point  out  any  locality  as  likely  to  avail  itself  of 
the  advantages  that  result  from  these  local  reunions, 
your  CouncS  do  not  fiul,  as  far  as  possibley  to  take 
steps  to  forward  their  esteblishment. 

Fuumen. 

The  Finances  may  still  be  stated  to  be  in  a  heslthy 
Bteto,  notwithstanding  a  considerable  number  of  the 
Members  are  yet  in  arrear.  Great  exertions  have  been 
made  to  get  the  Subscriptions  generally  paid  up;  bat  in 
a  Society  consisting  of  so  many  Members  widely  scst- 
tered  throughout  every  part  of  England  and  Wales,  it  is 
found  almost  impossible  to  secure  a  punctual  paynMot 
of  Subscriptions,  but  the  income,  neverthelsfltr  atill 
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«soeed8  the  expenditare,  and  yoar  Coancil  trust  that  by 
«n  eoonomteal  use  of  the  fuDds  entnifted  to  them,  there 
maj  be  do  peonniary  embamasment.  On  the  preeekit 
occasion  your  ConncU  will  enter  more  into  detail  as  to 
the  state  of  the  Finances,  becanse  they  are  desirous  that 
no  Member  should  be  ignorant  of  the  exact  position  of 
llie  Society's  affairs.  They  will  first,  then,  give  a 
debtor  and  creditor  statement  of  the  cash  recei^eid  and 
paid  by  the  Treasurer,  and  afterwards  render  an  account, 
as  near  as  can  be  done,  of  the  assets  and  liabilities  of 
the  Association, 

TVeantrer^s  Aeecunt. 

Beee^is. 

£    t.  d. 

Balance  from  last  Account      94    3    li 

Subscriptions   1365  11  11 

Advertisements    157    8  11 

Saleof/otirfM/and  TVmiMc/ioiw       ...        2114    9 


1638  18  84 

Muting,    Binding,    and    Postage    of 

VonrNo/ and  7Vaiuac/toN#  1086    Oil 

Salaries     355     0  0 

District  Branches     29    5  7 

Miscellaneous  75  18  1 

1546    4  7 

Balance  92  14  U 

AueU  and  lAabiUHea, 

Subscriptions  due 1000    0  0 

3VaN«ae<ioii«and/eNniai!fonhand        40    0  0 


1132  14     U 
XiabiBHeg.— 

Bill  due  for  Printing,  to  Deighton 

and  Co.  about  54    0    0 

Bill  due  to  Manchester  Accountant  ^  10    0 


PnbKeaiuma. 


64  10    0 


Your  Council  since  the  last  Anniyersary  Meeting 
have  published  the  eighteenth  volume  of  the  TVoiwae- 
tioHt,  and  the  printing  of  the  nineteenth  volume  is  com- 
menced. The  extent  and  number  of  the  communica- 
fions  that  will  be  contributed  at  this  Anniversary  must 
Tery  much  determine  the  period  at  which  the  next  part 
or  volume  of  the  JVamaciiont  shall  be  published. 
Some  time  must  necessarily  elapse  before  it  can  be  in 
the  Memben'  hands. 

The  Journal  has  been  regularly  published  every  fort- 
night. Tour  Council  being  desirous  of  enriching  this 
publication  by  a  greater  number  of,  and  more  valuable 
x^orts  from,  Provincial  Hospitals  and  Infirmaries, 
have,  out  of  their  own  fund,  which  was  instituted  for 
the  purpose  of  encouraging  such  punuits,  offered  two 
Frizes  of  Twenty  Guineas  each,  for  the  best  series  of 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reports  that  shall  be  sent  for 
publication  in  the  Journal  between  October,  1851,  and 
October,  1852.  Already  many  valuable  Reports  have 
been  sent  in  to  the  Editora  from  Provincial  Hospitals, 
smd  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  this  department 
of  the  Journal,  which  has  hitherto  been  scantily  sup- 
plied, will  receive  many  important  contributions.  As 
respects  the  general  management  of  the  Journal,  yodr 
Council  have  reason  to  believe  the  Membera  are  gene- 
rally of  opinion  that  it  has  improved  under  the  present 
3Sditora.  In  so  large  a  body,  however,  there  will  always 
be  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  best  mode  of  con 
ducting  such  en  important  element  in  the  success  of  our 
Association  as  its  publications.  Your  Council  have 
during  the  year  received  suggestions  pointing  to  some 
Alteration  in  the  publications.    This  is  a  question  which 


cannot  with  advantage  be  discussed  in  a  Creneral  meet- 
ing of  the  Memben,  and  your  Council  consider  the 
most  judicious  course  to  puraue  will  be  to  appoint  a 
Committee  of  Memben  to  take  into  consideration  any 
suggestions  that  may  be  made  for  improving  the  publi* 
cations,  and  especUdly  as  to  the  Editorahip  of  the 
Journal.  This  Committee  may  either  report  to  the 
Anniversary  Meeting  before  it  rises,  or  may  be  em« 
powered  to  report  to  the  Central  Council,  and,  in  eon- 
junction  with  themi  to  cany  out  any  plan  that  they 
may  recommend. 

Medical  Hrform. 

Your  Council  are  glad  to  be  enabled  to  report  some 
progress  in  medical  legislation.  The  new  Charter  which 
has  been  granted  to  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of 
England  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  Charter  of  184  3, 
and  although  it  does  not  contain  all  the  provisions  for 
which  this  Association  has  contended,  yet  it  firmly 
establishes  the  representative  system  in  the  constitution 
of  the  governing  bodies  of  the  profession,  and  thus  has 
given  satisfoction  to  a  large  body  of  our  members. 

The  College  of  Physicians  has  also  been  endeavouring 
<p  obtain  a  Charter,  and  the  draft  that  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  that  learned  body. 
is  conceived  in  a  liberal  spirit;  and  although  your 
Council  cannot  commit  themselves  to  all  its  details,  ]ret 
they  have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  that  should  this  Charter 
be  granted  to  the  College  of  Physicians,  it  will  veiy 
materially  improve  the  medical  polity  of  the  kingdom. . 

Seeing  the  probability  that  the  College  of  Physidaae 
and  College  of  Surgeons  would  ere  long  obtain  new 
Charten,  your  Council  have  been  anxiously  endeavouring 
io  submit  to  the  Legislature  a  oompreheoaive  meaaore, 
which  might  settle,  on  liberal  principles,  the  medkad 
polity  of  the  profession.  Being  assured  by  Sfr  George 
Grey,  the  late  Home  Secretary,  that  he  would  give  • 
favourable  consideration  to  any  Bill  for  improving  the 
medical  profession  which  should  receive  general  support^ 
a  Committee  was  formed  of  memben  of  the  AssodatioDy 
at  the  latter  end  of  last  year,  whose  object  was  to  frame 
a  Bill  in  conformity  with  the  principles  so  long  advocated 
by  the  Society.  Thisattempt  wassofiursuooessfU,  that 
in  the  eariy  part  of  this  year  the  Draft  Bill  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Central  Council,  who,  after  a  carefol 
consideration  of  its  clauses,  were  of  opinion  that  it 
fiirly  represented  the  opinions  so  long  promulgated  and 
so  undeviatingly  maintained  by  this  Association  in  their 
memorials  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  in  their  peti- 
tions to  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  They  therefore 
resolved  upon  taking  the  opinion  of  the  memben  at 
large  on  this  Draft  Bill,  and  in  order  to  do  so  they 
requested  the  district  Branches  to  meet  and  to  consider 
its  provisions.  Meetings  of  most  of  the  Branches  were 
consequently  summoned,  and  the  result  has  been  that 
the  Bill  has  been  enthusiastically  received  by  the  great 
body  of  the  profession  in  the  provinces,  and  a  veiy 
considerable  majority  have  declared  themselves  in  favour 
of  an  attempt  to  pass  it  through  Parliament.  Nor  has 
the  opinion  in  favour  of  the  Bill  been  confined  to  the 
membera  of  the  Association ;  many  societies  not  con- 
nected with  this  body  have  met,  and  have  passed  unani- 
mous resolutions  in  fkvour  of  the  Bill.  So  that  this 
Association  has  at  length  succeeded  in  framing  a  Bill  in 
accordance  with  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  a  large 
majority  of  the  profession  in  the  provinces.  It  would 
take  up  too  much  time,  and  indeed  it  is  unnecessary, 
for  your  Council  to  enter  into  a  consideration  of  tfada 
Bill,  as  it  has  already  been  so  thoroughly  canvassed. 
Had  Sir  George  Grey  remained  in  office,  he  might  have 
passed  the  Bill  during  the  present  Session  of  Parliament, 
but  the  change  in  the  Government  has  necessarily 
retarded  our  progress.  It  is,  however,  satisfactory  to 
state,  that  Mr.  Walpole,  the  present  Home  Secretary, 
has  expressed  his  readiness  to  give  his  attention  to  the 
Bill  so  soon  as  the  state  of  public  afiain  will  permit 
him  to  do  so. 
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'  In  the  present  state  of  affairsi  your  Council  consider 
the. better  course  to  pnrsae  will  be  for  the  Associstion, 
Sit  this  Anniversary  Meeting',  to  come  to  some  geneval 
jeaolntion  approving  of  the  Bill,  aod  then  to  refer  it  to 
a  Committee,  who  should  be  empowered  to  negotiate 
with  the  Government  and  with  the  medical  corporations. 
Mid  to  mtke  such  modifications  in  the  BiU  as  drcnm* 
stances  call  for.  Aa  expenses  are  likely  to  be  incurred 
in  prooeeuting  this  matter,  the  Committee  should  be 
allowed  a  sum,   not   exceeding  ;^00,  for  necessary 


Report9  qf  Comnutieei. 

The  Committee  on  Medical  Ethics,  the  Income-Tax 
Committee,  and  the  Committee  on  Irregular  Practice, 
will  be  severally  called  upon  for  a  Report. 

Benwoleni  Fknd. 

• 

-  Tlie  Benevolent  Fund  has  progressed  steadily,  and  its 
Funds  have  gradually  augmented ;  but  this  increase  of 
inoome  has  not  been  commensurate  with  the  overwhelm- 
ing tide  of  mislbrtunea  it  has  been  called  upon  to 
n&eve. 

Conc/itffon. 

Thus  have  your  Council  endeavoured  to  indicale  the 
stafte  and  condition  of  our  Noble  Association,  and  they 
cdll  upon  all  xealously  to  co-operate  in  the  great  work 
which  lies  before  us.  During  the  twenty  years  the 
Society  has  existed,  many  important  objeMs  have 
engaged  its  attention,  and  willing  labourers  have  been 
found  to  aid  in  the  task.  Nevertheless  all  our  con- 
gratulations must  be  mingled  with  the  regret  that  so 
much  has  been  left  to  be  accomplished.  After  years  of 
struggle  and  of  difficulty,  we  seem  at  length  approach- 
ing the  time  when  medical  polity  will  be  placed  on  a 
more  enlightened  basis,  and  it  is  so  fkr  gratifying  to 
reflect,  that  the  principles  of  medical  legislation,  which, 
years  ago,  were  originally  promulgated  and  advocated 
by  this  Association,  and  which  then  appeared  all  but 
impracticable,  are  now  become  generally  popular,  are 
advocated  by  a  large  majority  of  the  profession,  and 
will,  no  doubt,  ultunatdy  be  adopted  by  the  Imperial 
Legislature. 

We  have  much,  then,  to  encourage  us  to  pursue. 

ovpr  course.      Let  not  difficulties  d^er  us, — ^let  not 

dothlulness  or  indifference  paralyse  us.      We  are  all 

brethren  working  for  one  common  cause — the  cause  of 

^ft«nm&ity,  and  our  labour  is  the  labour  of  love. 


Noticei  qf  Motion  for  the  Oj^ord  Muting,  1852. 

Dr.  Tanstall,  of  Bath,  gives  notice  that  he  will 
propose  the  following  addition  to  Rule  14  of  the  Laws 
of  the  Association : — After  the  words  General  Council^  to 
add,— "That  every  Member  of  the  General  Council 
shall  be  an  ex-officio  Member  of  the  Council  of  the 
Branch  within  whose  limits  he  shall  reside/'       • 

Dr.  Cowan,  of  Reading,  gives  notice  that  he  wDl 
Biove,—- "  That  the  Prwineial  Medical  and  Surgieai 
Jonmal  be  published  weekly,  and  that  it  be  Edited 
and  publish^  in  London," 

Mr.Bree,  of  Stowmarket,  gave  notice  at  the  Brighton 
meeting  that  he  should  bring  forward  a  motion  for 
establishing  a  prize  to  be  called  the  **  Jenner  Prize." 

Dr.  Jknks  said  the  report  which  had  just  been  read 
must  be  admitted  to  be,  speaking  in  general  terms,  most 
satisfisctory;  he  was  not  aware  that  there  was  anything 
in  it  which  could  lead  to  any  discussion.  The  progress 
of  flie  Sodety,  and  the  flourishing  state  of  its  affairs, 
were  subjects  for  congratulation,  and  he  thought  what 


had  been  said  in  the  body  of  the  report  relative  to  the- 
progress  of  medical  kgishtion,  was  v«ry  satialactovy- 
He  believed  the  Bill  whidk  had  been  recently  anbmittod 
to  Parliament,  would  form  the  basis  for  usefbl  legis> 
lation  affecting  the  medical  profession.  Entertainiag^ 
these  views,  he  should  move  that  the  report  now  read 
should  be  adopted  and  printed. 

Mr.  SoDEN  seconded  the  motion. 

Dr.  CoaKWOKTHY  (nymouth)  said,  before  the  motioB 
was  adopted,  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  meetmg 
to  a  subject  which  he  had  mentioned  at  the  Coundi 
meeting  on  the  preceding  night  He  would  observe* 
that  what  he  was  about  to  move,  was  not  intended  si^ 
much  as  an  amendment  as  an  addendum  to  tiie  report. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  elaborate,  but  he  might 
pik^mise  by  saying,  that  though  he  was  fSur  from  dis-- 
paraging  the  Lom^on  College  of  Physicians  in  what  they 
had  done,  he  thought  that  any  incorporated  society,  or 
even  tbe  Government  of  the  country,  should  not  impoae 
restrictions  or  expense  on  any  parties  whatever,  more- 
than  were  needful  or  called  for.  It  appeared  to  hiB» 
tliM  all  Extra  Ucentiates  of  the  Royal  College  of  Fhy- 
sicians  in  London  should  be  admitted  members  without 
any  charge  whatever.  He  fiirtiier  thought  that  provin» 
cSal  physicians,  being  Fellows  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Edinburgh,  should  be  admitted  ad  eundem  on  payment 
of  a  small  fee  for  r^tration;  and  that  all  Britiah  phy-- 
ddans  who  had  passed  and  taken  a  degree  in  any  oC 
the  Universities  should  be  admitted  on  payment  of  a 
small  sum,  seeing  they  had  already  paid  a  stan^  duty 
on  taking  their  degrees.  He  thought  that  as  mflmber^ 
of  a  liberal  profession,  and  subjects  of  a  free  country^ 
they  had  a  right  to  claim  from  the  Legislature  that  tfae^ 
should  be  admitted  to  that  College  on  simply  paying^ 
what  was  necessary,  and  no  more.  (Hear,  hear,  and 
applause.)  So  fer  as  hii  influence  with  members  ot 
the  House  of  Commons  extended,  he  should  use  it  t» 
impede  the  proposed  Charter,  unless  some  provision  tD> 
the  effect  he  had  stated  were  made  in  it  He  thought 
they  ought  to  appomt  a  committee  of  gentleaMik 
belonging  to  the  three  classes  he  had  named  to  oom*^ 
municate  with  the  Royal  College  of  Fhysidans  upoa 
the  subject,  as  he  was  diqiosed  to  trust  to  the  liberality 
of  that  distinguished  College  that  it  would  grant  what 
was  asked.  Another  proposition  he  had  to  submit  was,, 
that  when  admitted  to  that  CoUege  they  ought  to  tsk» 
rank  according  to  their  order,  or  the  date  of  their* 
degree.  Thers  were  many  men  practising  pharmacy 
in  virtue  of  a  licence  from  the  Royal  CoUege  of  Pfay-- 
sicians,  and  it  was  a  most  anomalous  thing  that  tiiey 
should  take  rank  before  the  older  members  of  the  pro» 
fsssion  who  had  graduated  long  befors.  (Hear,  hear^ 
and  applause.)  It  did  appear  a  little  outr^  that,  if  they 
were  members  of  a  College,  they  should  take  rank 
bdow  surgeons.  He  then  read  the  following  reaolatkn 
which  embodied  his  views  on  the  subject,  and  moved* 
that  it  be  added  to  the  paragn^h  in  the  Report  havinip 
reference  to  Medical  Reform: — ''That  this  Associa- 
tion, folly  admitting  the  propriety  of  tkniting  under  the 
dominion  of  the  Royal  CoUege  of  Phyneiaiis  in  London 
aU  Pbysidans,  Graduates  of  Universitlea,  pqctising  in. 
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"Eoffand  and  Wales,  and  acknowledging  the  liberality 
of  the  proposed  charter,  are  notwithstanding  of  opinion 
that  the  fees  therein  named  to  be  paid  on  admission  are 
unneoessarily  large.  The  Association  would  also  urge 
upon  the  CoUege  that  their  own  Extra  Licentiates 
«hoald  be  admitted  members  without  further  payment; 
"that  many  of  the  provincial-  pfaysieians,  being  Fellows  of 
4he  Royal  College  of  Edinburgh,  should  be  admitted  ad 
■€tmdem  on  payment  of  a  small  fee  for  r^gtstration  only, 
and  that  Graduates  of  British  Universities,  actually 
practising  as  physicians,  should  also  be  admitted  to 
become  members  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  on 
.fiayment  of  a  smaller  sum  than  that  named  at  present 
in  the  Draft  Charter,  they  having  already  paid  a  stamp 
^nty  on  taking  their  degrees;  The  Association  would 
also  suggest,  that  the  Graduates  to  be  thus  admitted 
memben  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  London 
ahould  take  order  according  to  the  dates  of  their 
respective  degrees." 

Dr.  TuNSTALL  (Bath)  in  seconding  sthe  motion, 
•contended  for  the  right  of  aU  properly-edocated  and 
duly-qualified  British  medical  practitionen  to  be  so 
.admitted.  He  described  the  fees  intended  to  be  imposed 
-for  admission  to  membership  as  excessive,  and  objected 
most  strongly  to  the  proposed  stamp-duty  of  fifteen 
guineas,  urging  that,  as  graduates  had  already  paid  the 
stamp-duty  on  their  diplomas,  it  would  be  an  act  of 
injustice  to  tax  them  again.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  taking 
«the  ootrso  Dr.  Cookworthy  and  he  were  pursuing,  be 
"thought  the  Association  would  feel  they  were  actuated 
by  the  best  motives  for  the  welfere  of  the  profession 
jSenerally. 

The  PassinsNT  observed,  that  he  understood  Dr. 
•Cookworthy  did  not  propose  his  resolution  as  an  amend- 
-ment,  but  merely  as  an  addition  to  the  report. 
Dr.  CooKWOETHT  assented. 
Sir  Charlbs  Hastings  said  that,  although  .agreeing 
-in  some  particulare  with  Dr.  Cookworthy,  he  must 
object  to  the  proposed  addition  being  made  to  the 
ixeport.  He  thought  it  should  be  brought  forward  as  a 
substantive  motion.  It  would  be  found  most  inconve- 
nient if  they  adopted  the  other  course.  The  psper 
Just  read  had  been  drawn  up  and  deliberately  agreed  to 
by  the  Council ;  it  was  now  presented,  and  should  be 
received.  The  matter  in  question  should  have  been 
mentioned  to  them  at  their  meeting  on  the  previous 
night,  when,  if  approved  of,  the  required  addition  could 
have  been  made. 

Dr.  Cookworthy  contended  that  it  was  competent 
•lor  the  meeting  to  alter  or  amend  the  report  in  question. 
Sir  Charles  Hastings  said,  if  such  were  done,  it 
^ould  be  the  report  of  the  Meeting,  and  not  of  the 
Council.  He  would  suggest  the  desirability  of  ap- 
pointing a  Committee,  to  whom  the  consideration  of 
the  matter  might  be  referred.     (Hear,  hear.) 

Dr.  Cookworthy  felt  so  much  interested  in  this 
-matter,  that  he  had  come  some  hundred  miles  in  order 
to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the  provincial  physicians. 
He  was  indifferent  as  to  whether  his  resolutions  were 
put  in  the  form  of  an  amendment,  an  addition,  or  a 
^separate  resolution ;  all  he  wanted  was,  that  the  point 


involved  in  them  should  have  the  sanction  of  that  body. 
He  must  say,  that  he  could  not  agree  with  the.  diotam 
of  Sir  Charles  Hastings,  that  a  document  of  this  naton 
could  not  be  amended. 

Dr.  Forbes  thought  Sir  Charles  Hastings  was  rigbt 
in  point  of  form. 

After  some  discussion  it  was  agreed,  on  the  motien 
of  Dr.  Cormack,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hunt,  thai  the 
report  should  be  received. 

This  having  been  done.  Dr.  Cookworthy  moved  that 
the  resolutions  he  had  submitted  should  be  added  to 
the  report  in  a  place  indicated. 

Mr.  NuNNELBY  expressed  himself  of  opinion  that  tke 
report  must  be  referred  back  to  the  Council  if  an  alteca- 
tion  were  required  to  be  made  in  it,  as  they  and  not  Uie 
meeting  were  the  proper  parties  to  make  it.  The  meeting 
could  only  receive  or  reject  the  report,  but  could  not 
add  anything  to  or  retract  from  it 

Dr.  Cookworthy  sud  he  must  protest  against  this 
doctrine.  When  he  tried  to  bring  the  subject  before 
the  consideration  of  the  CouncQ  on  the  previous  evening 
he  was  told  he  ought  properly  to  submit  it  to  the  general 
meeting ;  and  now  he  was  adopting  the  course  recom- 
mended he  was  told  be  ought  to  have  gone  to  the 
Council.  He  contended  that  the  general  body  had  a 
right  to  entertain  the  question  of  alteration  or  amend- 
ment. 

The  President  said  the  question  for  the  meeting 
seemed  to  be,  whether  the  report  should  be  adopted  as 
it  etood,  or  whether  Dr.  Cookworthy's  resolvtions 
should  be  incorporated  in  it.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  then 
read  the  paragraph  in  the  report,  to  which  the  addition 
was  to  be  made,  and  also  the  proposed .  gittfaMiisw^ 
whereupon 

Dr.  HsYGATB  remarked  that  before  the  resolutions 
were  put  to  the  meeting  he  wished  to  ask  one  question, 
namely,  whether  the  new  charter  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  obliged  all  practising  memben  of  the  profbs- 
sion  to  join  the  College  ?  because  he  and  others  might 
not  think  it  quite  so  high  an  honour  to  become  mem- 
ben as  it  was  imagined  to  be.  He  should  like  to  know 
if  there  was  or  vras  not  a  compulsory  obligation  imposed^ 
as  that  would  make  all  the  difference  ? 

Dr.  Forbes  said  the  Charter  contained  nothing  com- 
pulsory regarding  the  subject  referred  to ;  but  an  Act 
of  Parliament  was  sought  to  be  obtained  which  proposed 
to  make  it  compulsory.  If  the  CoUege  of  Physicians 
tried  to  get  such  an  Act  passed,  then  would  be  the  time 
to  oppose  it. 

Dr.  TuNSTALL  thotight  they  ought  not  to  wait;  but 
that  they  were  bound  to  ask  the  memben  of  that 
Association  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  profession 
generally.  They  should  obtain  an  expression  of  thehr 
opinion  before  another  year  was  permitted  to  elapse. 

After  some  conversation  on  raattera  of  detail  it  was 
determined  that  the  resolutions  proposed  by  Dr.  Cook- 
worthy should  be  read  over,  and  submitted  separately 
for  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  the  meeting.  The 
President  accordingly  read  and  put  the  firat,  viz.,— 
"That  the  fees  required  on  admission  to  membenhip  were 
excessively  large,'    which  was  affirmed  almost  unani- 
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He  tlua  treated  tiie  eeeoiid  in  like  maniMry 


Mr.  Bailbt  objected  to  the  oowae  pnmifd,  end 
tboeght  it  would  be  eunpliiyiBg  tlie  bnaiiieis  if  the 
Deport  wete  adopted,  and  the  matter  under  ooneidefm* 
tion  made' the  mibject  of  a  eepaimte  motbn. 

"Vlttioiu  memben  having  eoveraUy  ezpreawd  their 
eentimenti  amidst  some  confiision» 

Mr.  NuNNBLST  said  that  as  many  memben,  owing 
to  their  not  being  in  possession  of  correct  information 
as  to  the  amonnt  of  fees  proposed  to  be  required  from 
the  Extra  Licentiates,  did  not  feel  competent  to  vote 
on  the  point  snbmitted  to  them,  he  woold  beg  leave  to 
aK»ve«  se  an  amendment,  "  That  a  Committee  be  ap» 
pointed  to  watch  over  the  interats  of  the  provincial 
^}  sicians,  to  whoso  oonsideration  the  resolations  of  Dr. 
Cookworthy  should  be  referred." 

Mr.  Maktin  seconded  the  amendment. 

Dr.  CooKwoETHT  considered  that  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  would  be  idle ;  and  would  only  have 
the  eflect  of  getting  rid  of  the  question. 
'  Dr.  Hau.  thought  the  Association  ought  to  have 
a'pledge  that  the  action  of  the  Act  of  Fiwliament  should 
not  be  retrospective. 

The  amendment  having  been  put  from  the  chair,  wse 
dcclsred  carried. 

'Sir  Chaklbs  Habtimos  bore  testimony  to  the 
liberal  spirit  evinced  by  the  members  of  the  College  of 
Riysicians  towards  the  profession  generally  in  the  pre- 
pantioB  of  the  new  Charter. 

Dr.  CooKWOBTHT  having  been  induced  to  consent 
to  the  reference  of  his  resolutions  to  a  Committee,  and 
to  act  as  a  member  of  it,  on  the  motion  of  Dr. 
TdwsTAU.  it  was  ordered  that  such  Committee  do 
psesent  their  report  next  morning  (Thursday.) 
^  The  original  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  report 
was  then  put,  and  carried  unanimously. 

Sir  Chablbs  Hastings  said  he  had  a  very  pleasing 
duty  to  fulfil.  All  those  who  were  present  at  the 
BBeetmg  last  year,  must  have  felt  extreme  satis&ction, 
and  those  who  were  not  so  present,  on  reading  the 
xeport  in  the  /otmia/,  must  have  experienced  a  similar 
iBeling  at  the  urbanity  and  ability  with  which  the  pro- 
ceedings were  conducted  by  the  bite  worthy  President, 
Dr.  Jenks.  (Cheers.)  That  gentleman  had  come  a 
great  distance  in  order  to  be  present  with  them  to-day, 
and  to  testify  bis  good  feeling  towards  their  Assoda- 
tion.  He  was  sure  every  gentleman  present  would 
lespond  most  cordially  to  the  motion  he  was  about  to 
propose, — "  That  the  thanks  of  tius  meeting  be  given  to 
Dr.  Jenks,  the  retirmg  President;  and  that  his  name 
be  plaoed  (as  customary)  on  the  list  of  Vice-Presi- 


Dr.  PoBBBS  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried 
maaimously. 

Dr.  Jbnks,  in  acknowledging  the  vote  of  thanks, 
espressed  the  gratification  he  experienced  from  finding 
that  his  exerdons  had  given  satisfaction. 

On  the  motion  U  Sir  Cbaelbs  Hastings,  Messrs. 
Bsstmm,  Carter,  and  Nunneley,  were  appointed  to  audit 
tiie  accounts  of  the  Association. 


Dr.  Bond  (Cambridge)  moved,—*'  That  the  thanks  of 
this  meeting  be  given  to  the  Council  of  the  Asaodatkui 
foe  their  services  during  the  past  year,  and  that  they 
be  requested  to  continue  their  servioeSt  with  tiie  foT- 
lowing  additional  members  :— 


Dr.  Cormadc    • 
Mr.Gillett 
Mr.  Randolph 
Dr.  Burridge     , 
Dr.  Howell 
Mr.  Bottomley 
Dr.  Raddyffe  Hatt 
Mr.  Bayley 
Dr.  Barclay 
Dr.  Hitchman 
Mr.  Reid      . 
Mr.  Alford 
Mr.  Bridge 


PntnesT 

TrantOB 

Milverton 

Taunton 

Swansea 

Croydon^ 

Torquay 

Chippenham 

Leicester 

Mickleover,  Derbx^hirs. 

Canterbury  . 

Taunton 

Wellington,  Somerset."^ 


Mr.  PROPBBT  seconded  the  motion,  and  in  so  doiiig 
bore  testimony  to  the  zeal  with  whidi  they  disofasfged 
their  duties. — ^Motion  carried. 

PVBUCATZONS   OV  TBB  AsSOdATiON. 

Dr.  Cowan  (Reading)  said  he  was  quite  sore  that 
none  present  would  look  upon  him  in  any  other  light,. 
as  to  the  course  he  was  about  to  take,  than  as  one  who* 
iigiX  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  AasodatioDi 
certain  it  was  he  had  no  individual  interests  to  serrs  or 
ends  to  gratify.  It  was  not  his  desire  to  find  fault,  oe, 
as  it  was  termed,  "  pick  holes,"  in  the  character  of  any 
one  whatever;  but  he  must  say  that  if  they  looked 
back  to  the  past,  however  much  cause  they  might  ham 
for  rejoicing  at  what  had  been  done,  there  was  stiU 
much  to  occasion  anxious  solicitude.  The  number  of 
subscribing  members  had  been  gradually  diminisbing  at 
late  years.  In  1845-6-7  there  were  more  than  1800; 
while  at  tiie  present  time  it  was  doubtful  whether  IGOO 
could  be  found  on  the  list.  He  felt  that  the  cause  oif 
this  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact  of  the  Association  not 
having  carried  out  the  objects  it  proposed  to  accom- 
plish. The  Journal  had  never  been  what  it  ought  \h 
be*-an  efficient  organ  of  the  Association ;  and,  oon^ 
ducted  on  the  plan  it  had  hitherto  been,  never  woaH 
be.  He  was  aware  that  in  moving  an  alteration  in  its 
mode  of  conduct,  and  change  of  place  of  publication* 
he  should  be  met  by  the  objection  that  by  making  sach 
a  change  they  should  be  losing  their  provincialify. 
Though  he  shoold  be  the  last  to  do  this,  he  yet  most 
say  that  provinciality  was  not  all  to  them  aa  an  Associa* 
tion;  on  the  contrary,  they  wished  to  identify  them- 
selves with  all  their  brethren  of  the  profession.  They 
did  not  wish  to  exclude  ftaxa  their  ranks  their  metro- 
politan brethren ;  but  to  blend  all  in  one  body,  united 
for  the  furtherance  and  protection  of  their  mutnal 
interests.  The  Association,  they  were  informed,  nun- 
bered  1,600  members;  but  lookbg  at  the  number  of 
medical  practitioners  in  the  kingdom,  and  the  important 
objects  the  Association  was  established  to  aocomplishy 
they  ought  to  count  their  members  by  thoussnda 
(Hear,  hear.)    By  removing  the  publishing  and  < 
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of  the  Joumai  to  LoQdon,    and  making  it  a  true 
flzponent  of  the  views  and  feeUngi  of  the  AsBodation, 
and  a  atandard  of  reference  to  the  medical  profottioH 
generally,  he  considered  they  would  soon  be  enabled  to 
nalise  this,  and  indoce  almost  every  member  of  the 
profession  to  join  their  ranks.     The  rsmoral  of  the 
psUieation  woold  not  alter  its  feature  of  ptovindalitys 
but  its  oontinuanoe  at  Worcester  would  be  only  per- 
petoating  provindsl  weakness  and  provincial  defects. 
The  Association  possessed  a  claim  apon  the  profession 
possessed  by  none  other;  and  could  it  be  said  that  if  it 
had  been  managed  jadicionsly  they  should  not  number, 
after  twenty  years'  existence,  more  than  1,600  mem- 
bers, and  after  holding  Anniversaries  in  all  parts  of 
Enghmd  ?     (Hear,  hear.)      He  held  that  they  were  in 
•  position  to  bring  out  a  better  periodical  than  any 
mevfly  private  speculator,  if  their  energies  and  funds 
were  rightly  directed.     Dr.  Cowan  went  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  relative  expense  in  bringing  out  the  Joutnai 
weekly  snd  fortaightly,  and  pointed  out  that  by  the 
oevise  he  indicated  the  Association  might  bring  out  a 
first-iate   professional  literary  weekly  publication  for 
about  the  same  or  rather  a  less  sum  than  they  were  now 
paying  for  the  bringing  out  fortnightly  a  journal  which 
did  not  give  satisiaction.      He  observed  that  in  the 
whole  range  of  his  experience  he  had  never  found  one 
who  had  expressed  himself  satisfied  with  the  Joutnai, 
In  making  these  remarks  he  did  not  wish  to  be  under- 
atood  as  personally  reflecting  on  the  Editors ;  he  was 
apeaking   for  the  welfare  of  the  Association,  which 
could  not  be  promoted  by  the  present  publicatk>a» 
What    he   would   recommend   was    this,— have  the 
management  of  the  Jawmai  centralised  in  London ;  let 
there  be  a  London  Editor,  who,  it  would  be  seen  at 
once,  would  possess  advantages  from  his  position  which 
»  provincial  Editor  could  not  have;  and  make  it  ik€ 
be$i  medical  periodical  in  the  kingdom— one  that  would 
be  read  and  refored  to  by  all,  instead  of  being  a 
delective  publication,  as  at  present,  not  read  but  by  a 
fractwn  of  the  professional  body.     The  Assodalion 
ought  to  give  to  its  members  a  journal  which  should 
japply  them  with  all  they  required  in  periodical  litera^ 
They  might  rely  upon  it,  the  Association  would 
Improve   unless   the   Journal  was    improved*; 
mless  they  could  come  before  the  public  with  some- 
Uiiqg  worth  their  acceptance  and  support  they  would 
jMver  experience  it.      It  was  his  conviction  that  the 
Association   was    dependent   for    its    continuance  on 
flie  eneigy  and    seal    of    a    few  of    its    members, 
deprived    of    which    it    would    tumble    to    pieces. 
This  was^    however,    a   state  in  which  it  wss   not 
desirable  to   remain.     They  might,  perhaps,   linger 
on  from  year  to  year,  and  might  have  some  slight 
accession  to  their  numbers,  but   they  would  never 
accomplish  the  objects  for  which  the  Association  was 
established.    They  must  by  an  effort  seek  to  effect  an 
faaprovement  in  periodical  medical   literature.     Hie 
individuals  with  whom  he  acted,  and  who  shared  his 
ijews  in  this  matter,  had  no  selfish  objects  to  gratify; 
tiiey  sought  only  the  good  of  the  whole  body  of  memberSy 
md  ha  was  ready  to  akl  the  carrying  into  effect  the 


proposed  changes  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  Hia 
plan  lor  the  future  management  of  the  Jonmal  woidd 
be,  to  centralise  the  labour  of  Editorship  in  one  iadi* 
viduaU  (for  it  was  impeasible  for  two  men,  and  thes^ 
too,  separated  by  long  distance,  to  work  together,}  and 
print  and  publish  in  the  metropolis.  Some  mjght 
object  that  this  would  do  away  with  the  sunervision  (^ 
the  Central  Council.  The  contrary  of  this  would  ha 
the  case.  The  influence  of  the  Council  could  be  equaQf 
well  exerted  at  London  ss  at  Worcester.  What  wo^ 
be  effected  principally  by  the  change,  would  be-  a 
complete  rovolution  in  the  literary  department.  Ha 
thought  no  valid  objection  could  be  uiged  against  tha 
plan,  either  on  the  ground  of  want  of  provincialityj  iar 
of  defect  of  management. .  Though  he  should  be  iha 
last  to  wish  to  differ  in  opinion  from  any  individual, 
yet  upon  this  subject  he  felt  so  strongly,  from  a  deep 
conviction  of  ite  importance,  that  even  if  they  were  all 
opposed  to  him,  he -would  advocate  it.  As  matters  now 
were,  if  he  for  one  endeavoured  to  induce  persons  to 
take  in  the  Journal,  what  sort  of  answer  did  he  reoeiva 
to  his  spplication  ?  why,  a  contemptuous  "  I  do  net 
want  your  journal ;"  but  if  the  plan  he  recommended 
were  adopted,  and  they  had  an  efficient  journal,  would 
not  the  aspect  of  affairs  be  altered  .'—would  not  friends 
join  them  in  thoasands  ?  This  aeoession  would  not  be 
guned  by  excitement,— it  would  not  be  by  going  to 
Brighton,  or  Oxford,  or  any  other  place,  but  by  aa 
appeal  to  the  reason  and  by  conviction.  From  informa- 
tion he  had  received,  and  calculations  made,  he  found 
that  he  could  fiarm  their  journal  out  in  London,  and 
publish  a  fint-nte  weekly  one,  for  j^l200  a-year,  m, 
which  they  might  calculate  on  having  J^IOO  for  adverr 
tisemente  annually,  and  a  very  large  accession  d 
subscribers.  Surely,  then,  this  would  be  better  thaa 
steying  where  they  were.  If  any  gentleman,  howevea^ 
had  any  reason  ibr  not  wishing  the  improvement  of  iSm 
Joumait  why  let  him  state  it.  He  had,  himself,  mash 
more  to  say  upon  the  subject,  but  he  would  abstain 
from  remarking  further,  and  would  condode  by  moving^ 
**  That  in  future  tlie  Journal  be  edited  and  published  !■ 
London,  and  that  it  be  published  weekly,  instead  af 
fortnightly,  as  at  present."  (Dr.  Cowan  resumed  his 
seat  amidst  much  applause.) 

Dr.  WoooHovsa  seconded  the  motion. 

Dr.  RoBXHTBON  wished  only  to  offer  a  very  finr 
remsrks  in  reply  to  the  eloquent  observations  of  tha 
previous  speaker  (Dr.  Cowan.)  He  might  observe,  ha 
had  listened  with  great  pleasure  to  a  good  deal  of  what 
he  had  said,  but  he  could  not  agree  with  him  in  his 
conclusions.  With  respect  to  removing  the  publicatiim 
of  the  Journal  to  London,  that  experiment  had  been 
tried  ahready  and  feiled.  It  was  tried  in  1844  whea 
he  was  President,  and  Dr.  Streeten  and  Dr.  Hennia 
Green  had  the  conduct  of  it,  who  experieaced  an 
endless  amount  of  trouble.  It  by  no  mesas  followed* 
that  because  London  was  the  centre  of  unity^  it 
must  be  perforce  the  centre  of  success.  He  waa 
sure  they  must  all  remember  that  the  publication 
he  lefened  to,  with  all  the  advantages  derivaUa 
from   having  a  metropolitan    Editor^    possessing  all 
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tiie  mesiif  of  obtamiog  informatioiiy  8tc.,  failed 
entirely  as  a  commerdal  specula^on.  The  reason  why 
it  fiuled  as  such  was  the  competition  which  it  had  to 
encounter.  Some  professional  men  took  in  the  Lane$i, 
and  some  oiher  medical  periodicals,  and  so  the  Jtmrnai 
did  not  derive  that  amount  of  support  which  was  necesr, 
lary  to  ensure  its  success.  He  was  therefore  disposed 
to  Object  to  the  removal  of  its  publication  to  London, 
partly  because  such  had  been  tried  already,  and  partly 
because  he  thought  the  Association  would  lose  by 
adopting  such  a  course  the  healthy  supervision  of  the 
Council,  and  particularly  that  of  the  founder  of  the 
Association,  Sir  Charles  Hastings.  (Hear,  hear.)  He 
was  content  with  the  Journal  as  at  present  managed, 
but  he  thought  if  all  the  members  of  the  Association 
were  only  to  work  .well— do  their  duty,  and  put  thMr 
■boulders  to  the  wheel,  the  Journal  might  be  made 
better  than  it  was.  He  must  confess,  however,  that 
ht  did  not  think  the  mere  atmosphere  of  London 
would  effect  so  beneficial  a  change  as  was  supposed. 

Dr.  Hbtgate  considered  that  without  some  more 
substantial  reasons  than  those  which  had  been  adduced 
by  Dr.  Cowan,  he  did  not  see  what  good  would  result 
from  the  removal  sought  for.  He  might  remark,  that 
in  his  own  neighbourhood  the  profession  were  all  satis* 
fied  with  the  Journal  as  at  present  conducted.  Where, 
lie  would  ask,  did  they  see  a  better  publication  of  the 
kind?  Let  them  only  look  at  the  articles.  He,  for 
one,  thought  they  would  lose  a  great  deal  by  tranafer- 
ling  the  publication  to  London,  and  could  not  see 
any  oorresponding  benefit  likely  to  be  derivable  there- 
ftom.  After  all,  and  notwithstanding  the  data  sap- 
plied  by  Dr.  Cowan,  the  change  would  be  but  a  matter 
of  commercial  speculation.     (Hear,  hear.) 

llr.  Walsh  said  he  did  not  rise  so  much  as  an 
Editor  of  the  Journal,  as  a  member  of  the  Council, 
to  say  a  few  words  respecting  the  present  motion.  He 
fUly  concurred  with  Dr.  Cowan  in  wishing  to  improve 
Hke  Journal  in  every  possible  way.  He  agreed  with  him 
that  there  existed  room  for  improvement,  and  improve- 
ments had  been  pointed  out  by  him  to  the  Coundl, 
but  they  had  not  been  carried  out,  partly  in  conse- 
^enoe  of  the  regulations  of  the  Association  not  admit- 
ting of  it,  and  partly  for  want  of  funds.  He  still 
thought  that  it  was  merely  a  question  of  expenditure 
whether  they  might  not  have  the  best  medical  journal 
in  the  kingdom.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  must,  however, 
diallenge  Dr.  Cdwan  to  come  forward  and  prove  his 
figures.  He  maintained  that  it  was  impossible  simply 
to  print  a  weekly  journal  for  a  less  sum  than  that 
specified  by  Dr.  Cowan,  without  including  the  Editor's 
salary  or  publisher's  profits.  It  would  take  the  whole 
sum.  He  was  ready  to  show  by  evidence  firom  Man- 
ehester,  Birmingham,  and  other  large  towns,  that  such 
a  publication  could  not  be  printed  for  a  less  sum  than 
that  fixed  by  Dr.  Cowan.  While  admitting,  therefore, 
that  the  Journal  was  capable  of  improvements,  he 
thought  he  was  justified  in  calling  upon  Dr.  Cowan 
to  prove  the  correctness  of  his  calculations.     (Hear.) 

Dr.  Edwards  as  an  old  member  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, and    on©   who    felt   interested   in  its  well- 


being,  must  say  that  in  his  o|nnion«  so  long  aa  tiiB 
Editorsfaip  of  the  Journal  was  divided,  and  shaved  by 
two  individuals,  that  publication  would  not  be,  as  it 
should,  the  efficient  organ  of  the  Association.  Alt 
present  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  having  a  damaging  elTaot. 
He  was  aware  lluit  he  was  here  tovdiinip  on  dettoale 
ground,  and  he  would  say  that  there  were  no  men  for 
whom  he  entertained  more  regard  than  for  the  pieamt 
Editors.  He  did  not  wish  his  observations  to  be  con- 
sidered as  conveying  any  personal  reflection  on  them, 
but  in  the  Journal  as  now  managed  he  saw  what  wodd 
eventually  swamp  the  Association.  He  would  yield  to 
no  member  in  zealous  effort  to  enlarge  the  boundarisB 
of  the  Institution ;  but  when  asldng  his  medical  friends 
in  Liverpool,  Chester,  and  North  Wales,  to  j(nn  it,  and 
alM)  subscribe  to  the  Journal,  he  had  been  met  witii  tlia 
question, — *'  What  have  you  got  to  show  us  in  nlan  ; 
show  us  a  quid  pro  quo,*'  He  knew  only  two  mefical 
men  in  his  neighbourhood  who  took  in  the  Jommat, 
without  at  the  same  time  alw  taldng  in  the  Itoneei  and 
lAmdon  MediptX  Journal,  and  its  pages  were  seldom  ealu 
The  fiftult  of  this,  he  maintained,  did  not  lie  with  tlie 
Subscribers.  Let  them  only  look  at  the  next  number 
of  the  London  Medical  Journal,  and  at  the  naoMt  of 
the  writers  therein.  If  they  were  to  ask  any  of  tiian 
gentiemen  to  contribute  to  the  journal  of  tiie  Vr^^ 
vincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Assoeiation,  the  reply 
would  be, — *'  We  are  not  going  to  bury  our  artides  in 
that  catacomb."  (Laughter,  and  "  Oh.")  Tlicse  ges- 
tlemen  were  well  aware,  that  among  the  great  body  of 
*the  profession  this  journal  was  naf  looked  at,  nor  read. 
He  apologised  for  tlie  warmth  of  his  obeervafions,  b«t 
he  yielded  to  no  one  in  wishing  the  welihre  of  tte 
Association,  in  which  he  was  sorry  to  see  the  seed  oC 
decay  instead  of  the  germ  of  success.  He  did  not,  m 
ho  had  previously  said,  wish  to  say  anything  against  th» 
present  Editors  of  the  Journal,  with  whom  he  sinoeniy 
sympatiiised.  They  were  tied  hand  and  fbot,  as  waa 
evidenced  by  their  last  leaders,  and  precluded  fhaa 
bringing  out  that  high-spirited  periodical  whidi  tke 
profession  generally  required,  and  wliich  was  neoesBsty  ia 
order  to  enable  the  Association  to  maintain  ita  poaitioi^ 
and  effect  the  objectB  for  which  it  was  established.  Dr. 
Edwards  concluded  by  expressing  himself  warmly  m 
favour  of  the  proposed  change  of  publication  and 
management  of  the  Journal,  and  intimatittg  thai  Ui 
support  woidd  be  willhigly  rendered  to  aid  in  cairyiiK 
it  out. 

It  being  now  one  o'clock,  Mr.  Nuxxvlst  moved  as 
adjournment,  which  was  at  onoe  agreed  to. 

CONFKRRING  OF   HoVO&ART  DsOBEBa.  * 

At  two  o'clock  the  Vicc-Chancbllor  held  a  Con- 
vocation in  the  Sbeldonian  Theatre,  and  conferred  the 
Honorary  Degree  of  D.C.L.  upon  the  following  membera 
of  the  Association,  who  were  presented  by  Dr.  FInlfi* 
more: — Sir  Charles  Hastings,  Dr.  John  Forbes,  and 
Dr.  John  Conolly.  This  was  understood  to  be  intended 
as  evincing  the  esteem  entertained  for  the  Assodatiott 
by  the  University,  in  thus  bestowing  upon  three  of  ila 
leading  members  the  highest  honours  in  its  power  to 
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beitow.      Dr.  Borrows  and 
admitted,  ad  eundem. 


Dr.  RankiDg  were  also 


SECOND  GENERAL  MEETING. 

ThB  AvJOURMBD  DBBATBk 

On  the  re-assembling  of  the  members  in  tbe  Convo- 
cation  House  at  three  o'clock,  the  debate  on  the  motion 
of  Dr.  Cowan  was  resumed. 

Mr.  NuNNELBY  (Leeds^  said  he  was  one  of  those 
vho  tboDght  the  Jottmalh&d  improved  under  the  present 
Editors,  but  he  felt  sure  neither  of  those  gentlemen 
would  feel  offended  at  him  if  he  said  he  thought  it 
night  be  still  better  conducted  ;  and  that  it  was  capable 
of  improvement  had  been  admitted  by  one  of  the 
Editors.  He  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  better 
to  appoint  a  Committee  to  investigate  the  question  in 
all  its  bearings;  for  although  they  might  be  satisfied 
with  the  Journal,  there  was  no  reason  why  it  might  not 
be  so  much  improved  as  to  enable  members  to  dispense 
with  taking  in  other  medical  publications.  He  was 
aware  it  might  be  urged,  that  the  fault  mainly  rested 
with  the  members  themselves,  as  they  did  not  send  in 
ocnitribntions  to  the  Journal,  He  thought  there  ought 
to  be  but  one  Editor,  who  should  be  responsible  for 
what  appeared  in  it,  but  this  was  a  point  for  the 
of  the  Committee ;  and  it  would  also  be  a 
for  them  to  consider  whether  the  ''Trans- 
a"  and  the  Journal  might  not  be  blended  in  one. 
What  was  required  by  the  members  was,  a  periodical 
which  should  give  them  not  only  the  ordinary  medical 
news  of  the  day^  but  the  best  scientific  information,  so 
as  to  keep  pace  with  the  progress  of  scientific  improve- 
aaent,  and  to  possess  an  interest  for  others  as  well  as  the 
Biiere  professional  readers.  That  such  was  not  effected 
bj  the  Journal  at  present  was,  he  thought,  pretty  well 
evinced  by  the  £act,  that  only  £2\  had  been  received 
from  the  public  for  the  sale  of  both  Jottmal  and 
'■  Transactions"  for  the  year.  If  something  were  not 
done,  they  might  anticipate  a  loss  of  their  members. 
In  York  there  were  seven  members  of  the  Association, 
and  some  of  them  spoke  of  seceding ;  he  should,  there- 
fore, move  as  an  amendment  to  Dr.  Cowan's  motion,— 
'*  That  a  Committee  be  appointed,  with  full  power  to 
consider  such  changes  as  might  be  necessary  in  the 
Boanagement  of  the  Journal,  and  to  carry  the  same 
into  e£Eect  in  1853."  Mr.  Nunneley  added  a  list  of 
gentlemen  he  wished  to  constitute  such  Committee. 
Dr.  RoBBBTsoN  seconded  the  amendment. 
Dr.  TuNSTALL  thought  that  Dr.  Cowan  had  brought 
forward  such  a  proper  proposal  that  it  ought  at  once  to 
be  affirmed.  He  expressed  himself  aa  not  averse  to 
the  i^pointment  of  a  Committee;  but  previous  to 
doing  so,  he  thought  the  meeting  should  come  to  a 
decision,  aye  or  no,  on  the  points  submitted  to  its  con- 
aideration.  He  was  in  fiivour  of  having  but  one 
leaponaible  Editor^  instead  of  having  two  as  at  present^ 
who  were  shackled  in  their  action,  and  strongly 
xmninded  him  of  Macheath  dancing  in  fetters.  (A 
lan^.)  The  speaker  was  proceeding  to  allude  to 
some  personal  matter  between  himself  and  one  of  the 


Editors  (Mr.  Walsh),  when  he  was  met  by  loild  cries  6f 
•'  Question." 

Mr.  LoBD  (Hampslead)  spoke  in  rather  strong 
terms  regarding  the  Jowmal,  which  he  described  as  aa 
^et€  publication,  *'  stale,  flat,  and  unprofitable  f 
and  which  he  said  he  understood  many  of  the  memben 
did  not  read  at  all,  but  left  it  on  their  shelves  with  tbe 
leaves  uncut.  He  exhorted  the  meeting  to  adjudicate 
at  once  on  the  question  whether  they  would  contiBiio 
to  have  a  journal  supplied  to  them,  backward  in  intd.- 
ligence  and  torpid  in  delivery,  or  such  an  efficient  oigaa 
as  that  proposed  by  Dr.  Cowan. 

Mr.  Cbompton  (Manchester)  observed,  that  if  his 
recommendation  had  been  acted  on  in  1849,  they 
would  not  be  placed  as  they  were  at  present  with  regard 
to  the  Journal ,  He  could  speak  as  to  the  opinions  of 
the  medical  profession  in  the  north  being  that  it  was  a 
very  unsatisfactory  publication.  Ho  found  that  the 
number  of  subscribers  was  1,927  in  1845  (the  greatest 
number) ;  since  which  time  they  had  been  gradually 
falling  off.  He  wished  to  ask  Mr.  Walsh  if  he  couli 
inform  them  how  many  copies  of  each  publication  61 
the  Journal  had  been  struck  off  year  by  year  daring 
the  time  he  had  been  connected  with  its  management. 
Mr.  Walsh  stated  that  he  believed  the  present 
number  was  1,675 ;  it  had  been  down  as  low  as  1,550. 
He  believed  that  the  number  of  paying  members  of  the 
Association  was  greater  now  than  it  had  ever  been.  Ib 
pursuance  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  AssodatioB 
with  respect  to  defaulters,  a  number  had  been  struck 
off  the  list  of  members,  some  of  whom  were  seven, 
dght,  or  nine  years  in  arrear,  and  who,  though  they 
swelled  the  list,  were  a  dead  loss  to  the  Assodation. 
Since  he  had  been  engaged  in  the  Editorship  the  number 
of  copies  had  gone  up  from  1,500  to  1 ,675,  and  the  advep« 
tisements  had  doubled.  (Loud  cries  of  "  Hear,  hear."} 
Mr.  Cbompton  having  observed  upon  the  singularity 
of  the  circumstance  that  although  more  members  were 
stated  to  be  now  on  the  books,  yet  that  about  1,659 
members  only  paid  ;^1,350,  and  desired  some  explana- 
tion. 

The  Sbcbbtart  read  various  explanatory  extracts 
from  the  accounts,  and  in  the  course  of  conversation 
that  followed,  Mr.  Cbompton  hastily  observed  that  he 
did  not  believe  there  were  so  many  members  on  the 
list  as  represented ;  but  being  called  to  order  by  Sir 
Charles  Hastings,  he  retracted  the  assertion. 

Dr.  Rankino  could  have  wished  that  politeness  had 
been  combined  with  eloquence  by  some  who  had 
addressed  the  meeting.  (JCaughter.)  He  might 
observe  with  respect  to  the  number  of  members  that 
some  members  had  died,  othen  had  been  struck  off 
because  they  were  in  arrears  ;  and  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, also,  that  in  consequence  of  the  depression  la 
the  agricultural  districts  medical  gentlemen  residing 
therein  had  been  compelled  to  decline  subscribing  to 
the  Jcumal,  the  Lancet,  and  the  quarterly  medkad 
publications.  He  knew  it  to  be  so  in  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk,  where  they  were  obliged  to  be  careful  in  the 
disposal  of  every  guinea.  As  to  what  had  been  said 
about  the  Journal  being  allowed  to  lie  on  the  shelvcf 
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or  tables  of  memben  nncat,  he  thought  much  streu 
n«ed  not  be  laid  on  that;  for  how  often  did  tliej  see 
TafaiaUe  worka  dmilarlj  treated.  He  bad  himaelf 
aeen  a  translation  of  Lonis  ''  On  Phthisis,"  by  Dr. 
Cowan  Ijing  by  with  the  leases  oncut.  (Laughter.) 
He  would  only  remark,  in  oondusion,  as  the  management 
of  the  Journal  was  complained  of,  that  if  he  was  in  the 
way  he  should  be  happy  to  resign  the  post  of  Editor. 
("  No,  no.") 

Sir  CHAaLBB  Hastings  said  it  was  dear  from  the 
Secretary's  statement  that  the  number  of  paying  mem- 
hsn  was  greater  now  than  it  had  been  for  some  years. 
In  the  course  of  the  past  year  they  had  formed  two 
aew  branches,  which  had  brought  in  an  aocessbn  of  a 
hiandrsd  members ;  and  he  thought  if  they  continued 
to  go  on  steadily  they  should  increase  still  more: 
(Applanse.)  He  must  say,  if  gentlemen  were  prepared 
to  have  a  weekly  publication  of  the  Journal  they  muj|t 
giTe  up  the  ''  Transactions."  During  the  whole  course 
of  the  twenty  years  the  Association  had  been  established 
the  expenditure  had  been  kept  within  the  income ;  but 
h0  yerily  believed  if  they  engaged  in  the  publication 
proposed  their  expenses  would  be  so  much  increased 
as  Tery  shortly  to  involve  the  Association  in  bank- 
nptcy.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  would  willingly  vote,  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee,  because  he  thought 
inquiry  would  be  productive  of  good. 

Dr.  CowAK,  in  reply,  stated  that  Mr.  Walsh  haci 
challenged  him  to  prove  his  figures  respecting  the  cost 
cif  publishing  the  Jounwl  in  London.  He  gave  it  to 
the  meeting  on  the  word  of  a  London  printer,  whom  he 
hud  consulted  on  the  subject,  that  the  Journal  could 
be  brought  out  weekly,  with  better  type  and  better 
arrangements  altogether,  for  ;^1140  a-year,  this  ex- 
dnsive  of  editorship ;  but  a  person  could  be  found,  who 
would  devote  himself  wholly  to  the  performance  of  the 
duty  for  the  salary  now  paid  to  the  joint-editors  (4^250 
ger  annnm.)  So  that  speakmg  in  round  numbers,  for 
an  outlay  of  ;f  1,400  they  would  have  a  first-rate  weekly 
periodical,  in  place  of  their  present  one,  and  he  could 
not  doubt  that  the  change  would  be  productive  of  good. 
It  was  not  intended  to  compete  with  the  London 
journals,  but  simply  to  supply  the  memben  of  the 
Association  with  a  sound  literary  periodica],  every  way 
auited  to  their  requirements,  and  which  should  advocate 
and  advance  the  interests  of  the  profession  generally. 
Dr.  Cowan  met  the  objections  which  had  been  urged 
in  the  course  of  discussion,  against  the  removal  of  the 
publication  as  destructive  alike  of  the  provincial  char- 
acter of  the  Journal  and  of  the  influence  of  the  Central 
Council ;  and  in  conclusion  remarked,  that  if  the 
meeting  decided  in  &vour  of  his  motion,  he  was  willing 
to  take  the  Committee  which  had  been  already  named, 
in  order  to  carry  out  the  details. 

Mr.  Walsh  complained,  that  in  reply  to  his  challenges 
of  proof  by  figures.  Dr.  Cowan  had  receded  from  his 
first  statement  as  to  total  costs  of  publication,  and  now 
stated  that  the  £1200  (in  round  numbers)  he  at  first 
mentioned  did  not  include  the  cost  of  Editorship.  He 
^Mr.  W.^  said  that  he  was  ready  to  prove  from  docu- 
sents  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  that  the  cost  of  print- 


ing a  joomal  of  the  present  wait,  y/^^^^  only  ] 
Btamps,  joumeymens'  wages,  and  merdy  four  per  oe^t. 
upon  the  cost  of  machinery  would  amount  to  £\\\%. 
This  did  not  indudeany  charge  for  printer's  or  piAHdber't 
profits,  and  was  founded  upon  data  obtained  fran  the 
Manchetier  Tlaiet  Office  and  firom  Birmingham,  what 
printing  was  done  as  well  and  mndi  cheaper  then  in 
London.  He  bdieved,  tiierefore,  that^dien  Dr.  Cowaa 
came  to  the  real  working  of  the  matter,  he  would  find 
himself  sadly  mistaken..    (Spoke,  spoke.) 

Dr.  Cowan  repUed  that  he  was  quite  right  iii  his 
calculations,  and  that  for  £1400  a  year  he  oould  do  all 
that  was  required. 

Mr.  Walsh  expressed  himself  as  doubtfiil  that  nch 
a  publication  as  the  one  contemplated  could  be  got  oat 
'  fi>r  the  money. 

Dr.  Cowan  :  All  I  know  is,  that  I  have  en  offer 
from  a  London  printer  to  do  so. 

The  Prbsidsnt  then  put  the  amendment,  in  tte 
usual  way,  by  a  show  of  hands,  but  the  numbers  appealed 
to  be  so  equally  divided,  that  it  was  urged  there  ahonld 
be  a  poU ;  an  attempt  was  accordingly  made  to  fake 
one,  but  in  consequence  of  the  confusion  whidi  ensoed, 
it  proved  unsuccessful.  It  was  then  suggested  tbat 
those  in  favour  of  the  amendment  should  sit  on  the  left 
of  the  chair,  and  those  opposing  it  on  the  right,  and 
that  the  respective  numbers  should  be  counted  by  two 
,  tdlers.  A  number  of  gentlemen  who  declined  to  vote 
either  way  retired  to  the  adjoining  room.  The  lenlt 
was  as  follows : — 


For  the  amendment 
Against  it 


61 
59 


Minority 2 

The  announcement  of  the  numbers  was  reodved  wilk 
much  applause,  and  an  exdting  scene  ensued,  and  in 
the  midst  of  the  confusion  attendant  on  this,  the 
President  declared  the  original  motion  (wJkiek  hoi  w&t 
been  formally  put  to  the  meeting)  carried. 

Dr.  Evxs  (Cheltenham)  wished  to  ask  whether  it- 
would  be  a  seemly  proceeding,  in  a  Society  like  diein,  t* 
allow  so  important  a  change  to  be  effected  on  tiie  8txcqg;tfc 
of  so  small  a  majority  ?  (Laughter,  and  a  cry  of  "  Tbe 
House  of  Commons.'')  All  the  members  were  eqmllf 
anxious  to  benefit  the  Assodation ;  and  he  did  thfafc, 
when  opinion  was  so  nearly  balanoed  as  the 
division  had  shown,  they  ought  not  to  proceed  i 
they  had  ^jpealed  to  the  whole  body,  and  i 
their  feeling  respecting  it.     (Hear,  and  **  chair." 

Dr.  Cowan  having  again  signified  his  willingness  to 
accept  the  Committee  previously  nominated  by  Bfr. 
Nunndey,  moved  a  resolution  for  its  ^pointment,  witti 
an  instruction  to  superintend  tlie  future  publication  of 
the  Jonmal  in  London.  On  the  list  bdng  read  over 
by  the  President,  the  greater  portion  of  those  nominated 
withdrew  their  names  immediatdy.  After  some  cos* 
versation,  a  Committee  consisting  of  dght  or  liae 
gentlemen  was  underetood  to  be  appointed,  though  tbb 
proceedings  were  here  extremely  confused,  and  the 
appointment,  if  made  at  all,  was  done  in  a  waaUt 
irregular  manner. 
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In  leplj  to  ft  qaeOafoA  from  Mr.  Walsh,  as  to  the 
^pcnidon  the  Editors  were  placed  in  by  the  recent  vote, 
Dr.  Cowan  said  he  wished  it  to  be  understood  tliiitMn 
iHenition  would  be  made  in  the  present  amngemffis 
QBtil  Ja&nary,  I8d3. 

Some  members  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Editors  wonld 
oonaeut  to  continue  their  services  in  the  meanwhfle. 

Dr.  Ranking  at  once  declined,  and  resigned  his 
post  at  one  of  the  Editors. 

Mr.  Walbh  said,  that  although  his  feelings  prompted 
lilm  to  follow  the  example  of  his  colleagne,  yet,  as  he 
liad  always  taken  a  warm  interest  in  the  prosperity  of 
tiie  Joumalf  and  feared  it  might  be  injured  by  the 
Bndden  withdrawal  of  both  Editors,  he  would  hiy  aside 
his  feelings,  and  go  on  with  its  conduct  for  the  present  as 
^reU  as  he  could.    (Much  dieering.) 

Incomb  Tax  Commitov's  Rbpobt. 

Dr.  SMrrH  (Cheltenham)  read  the  following  report 
•of  the  Income  Tax  Committee  :— 

9i^^  en  tke  Property  mid  Ineome'T\UF,  a$  tifeeiing 
the  Medical  Prqfeeeitm. 

"The  Committee  affpointed  at  the  last  AnniTcrsary 
to  consider  and  devise  means  for  retiering  the  medical 
profession  from  their  unequal  share  of  the  present 
Property  and  Income  Tax,  beg  to  report  that  they  have 
lost  no  opportunity  of  bringing  the  subject  before  Her 
Majesty's  Government  and  influential  Members  of 
Parliament.  The  recent  political  changes  have,  how- 
ever, prevented  their  exertions  from  producing  as  yet 
any  practical  result.  They  have  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Hume,  Chairman  of  the  Inoome-Tax  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  for  stating  that  from  the 
Information  which  he  has  obtained,  there  can  be  no 
diificnlty  in  adopting  a  more  jusi  mode  of  rating  pro- 
fossional  incomes.  Owing  to  the  immense  amount  of 
business  before  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
to  the  ascertained  &ct  that  he  was  determined  to 
recommend  the  continuance  of  the  Income-Tax  in  its 
inresent  form  for  another  year,  your  Committee  have  not 
eoughft  a  conference  with  him.  The  number  of  wit- 
nesses which  have  been  already  heard  against  the 
measure  before  the  Income-Tax  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  have  hitherto  prevented  your 
Committee  from  tendering  their  evidence ;  but  upon 
the  assembling  of  the  new  Parliament,  they  expect  to 
appear  before  a  Committee  to  be  appointed  for  com- 
completing  the  inquiry.  From  the  amount  of  gross 
injustice  which  this  impost  has  been  proved  to  have 
|»rodnced,  your  Committee  entertain  a  strong  hope  that 
st  will,  in  the  next  Session  of  Parliament,  either  be 
aoaterially  modified  or  totally  repealed ;  but  still  they 
•amestly  urge  upon  every  medical  practitioner  the 
necessity  of  treating  this  question,  not  as  a  general, 
bat  as  an  individual  one.  • 

"Your  Committee  would  suggest  to  the  members 
of  the  Association  the  propriety  of  petitioning  both 
Houses  of  the  Legislature  against  the  continuance  of 
ibis  impost.  And  they  would  moreover  advise  this 
meeting,  and  also  the  district  branches,  to  nominate 
.gentlemen  to  wait  upon  the  individual  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  resident  within  their  district. 

"Should  these  suggestions  be  carried  out  with 
energy  and  spirit,  your  Committee  confidently  believe 
that  they  will  have  the  pleasing  duty  of  announcing  at 
jour  next  Anniversary,  that  this  odious,  inquisitorial, 
and  unJQst  tax  has  been  expunged  from  the  Statute 
Book.''    (General  cries  of  "  Hear.") 

The  Report  was  received  and  adopted. 


Irbboulak  Pbactiob. 

Dr.  CoKMACK  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Irregular  Practice,  and  in  so  doing  congratulated  the 
^kssodation  that  there  were  no  longer  any  respeetaUtt 
members  of  the  profesaon  who  would  maintain  inter- 
course with  homoeopathic  professors ;  in  bringing  about 
which  improved  state  of  things  the  Association  had 
been  mainly  mstrumentaL  (A|^lanse.)  The  report 
was  as  follows : — 

"The  Committee  on  Irregular  Practice,  have  atten- 
tively considered  the  subject  confided  to  them  by  the 
Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  Association  at  Brighton  ill 
August  last. 

"  In  consequence  of  the  lunits  assigned  to  the  Com- 
mittee they  have  not  considered  themselves  authorised 
to  enter  upon  any  of  the  other  forms  of  Irregular 
Practice,  although  they  regard  then  equally  with 
Homoeopathy  as  opposed  to  the  sense  of  tibe  profession* 
'The  Committee  have  endeavoured  to  frame  the  bye- 
laws  whidi  they  now  propose  for  adoption,  in  such  a 
way,  as  on  the  one  hand,  to  maintain  a  high  tone  of 
proftasional  honour  in  the  Associations  and  on  the 
other,  to  guard  against  the  risk  of  accused  partiea 
being  expelled  from  insufficient  evidence,  or  so  long  aa 
there  is  ground  to  believe  that  they  have  repented  of 
theur  conduct,  and  are  prepared  to  promise  not  to  re- 
peat it. 

"  The  following  is  a  draught  of  the  bye-laws  which 
the  Committee  request  the  Central  Council  to  submit 
to  the  consideration  of  the  anniversary  meeting  to  be 
held  at  Oxford  :-• 

"1.  Candidates  for  admission  to  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  shall  be  re- 
quited to  state,  in  writing,  to  the  Members  pro- 
posing them,  that.they  neither  are,  nor  intend 
to  become,  professors  or  practitioners  of  Homoe- 
opathy 
"  2.  That  when  any  member  is  convicted  by  HtB 
Central  Council,  or  by  any  of  the  Local  Councils, 
of  publicly  professing  homoeopathy,  of  practise 
ing  homoeopathy,  or  of  holding  professional  in- 
tercourse with  a  homoeopathic  professor  or  prac- 
titioner, this  conviction,  along  with  the  necessary 
proofr  of  its  justice,  shall  be  offidaUy  reported 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Central  Council,  or  by 
the  Secretary  of  any  of  the  Local  Councils,  to 
the  next  ensuing  anniversary  meeting  of  tiie 
Assodation ;  that  it  shall  then  be  competent  for 
the  meeting,  provided  there  be  a  concurring 
majority  of  two-thirds  of  those  present,  to  direct 
the  President  in  the  Chair  to  erase  the  name  of 
such  convicted  member  at  once  from  the  roll  of 
members;  but  that  it  shall  likewise  be  comp»* 
tent  for  the  meeting  by  a  simple  majority,  either 
honourably  to  acquit  the  accused,  or  to  accept 
from  him,  in  entire  satisfaction  for  his  conduct, 
an  expression  of  regret,  and  a  promise  not  to 
repeat  it ;  or  to  postpone  final  judgment  till  the 
next  anniversary  meeting 

John  Rose  Cobmack,  M.D.,  London. 
Chablbs  Cowan,  M.D.,  Reading. 
Chablbs  Hastings,  M.D.,  Worcester. 
Jonas  Maldbn,  M.D.,  Worcester. 
W.  H.  Ranking,  M.D.,  Norwich. 
Jambs  Tijnbtall,  M.D.,  Bath. 
C.  J.  B.  Williams,  M.D.,  London. 
This  Report  was  also  receiTcd  and  adopted. 


THE  TWENTIETH  ANNiVERSART  MEETING  OF  THE  ASSOCUTION. 


Medical  ErBice. 

Dr.  Gksbnhill  being  called  on  by  the  CHiurman  to 
tmd  the  report  on  Medical  Ethics,  said  the  Committee 
wore  sorry  to  say,  that  in  coniequence  of  the  death^  of 
ono  of  their  members,  and  a  diflference  of  opinion 
which  prevailed  among  the  others,  no  report  had  been 

NoTiOB  OF  Altibatioxv  ov  Law. 

Br.  TuNSTALL  moved  a  resolationj  having  for  its 
object,  the  alteration  of  role  14,  to  the  effect  that  every 
member  of  Coondl  should  be  an  ex-offlcio  member  of 
the  Council  of  the  Local  Branch  in  the  locality  in 
which  he  might  reside. 

Dr.  CooKwoRTHT  seconded  the  motion. 

Tlie  proposed  alteration  was  warmly  opposed,  as 
having  a  tendency  to  interfere  with  the  present  popular 
node  of  election;  and  on  the  motion  being  put,  only 
two  hands  were  held  up  in  its  fiivour. 

Hie  meeting  atyoumed  at  five  o'clock. 


THE  CONVERSAZIONE. 

Dr.  Acland  (Raddiffe's  Librarian)  having  very  comr- 
ieously  proposed  to  receive  the  members  of  the  Asso* 
elation  in  the  Raddiffe  Library,  a  very  numerous  party 
of  gentlemen  attended  a  conversazione  in  that  splendid 
bnilding,  at  half-past  eight  o'dock.  The  Library  was 
brilliantly  lighted  up  for  the  occasion,  a  splendid 
•aadelabmm,  with  numerous  branchesi  being  placed  in 
tiie  centre.  Around  the  pedestal  which  supported  it 
were  ranged  a  variety  of  dioice  greenhouse  plants.  We 
thould  think  there  could  not  have  been  less  than  five 
hundred  persons  present,  including  the  Vice-chancellor, 
•evenl  heads  of  houses,  the  Mayor,  and  several  Aldermen 
tnd  Councillors  of  the  dty,  and  all  the  memben  of  the 
Association  who  attended  at  the  Anniversary.  It  would 
be  impossible  for  us  in  our  limited  space  to  particularise 
flie  varied  objects  which  were  presented  to  the  admiring 
gase  in  every  portion  of  this  beauttful  building,  we  may 
therefore  briefly  state,  that  besides  the  usual  interesting 
ones  there  were  several  tables  containing  objects  of 
much  interest  to  the  scientific,  professional,  and  general 
observer.  Hie  pendulum  experiment  of  Foucanlt, 
showing  the  rotation  of  the  earth,  excited  great  attention ; 
as  did  also  preparations  for  the  microscope  by  Mr.  F. 
tSfymonds  and  Mr.  Topping!  pathological  and  physiolo- 
logical  preparations  from  ChKst  Church  College  Museum ; 
and  pathological  andmicrosoopical  preparationsby  Lionel 
Beale,  Esq.,  M.B.  A  variety  of  osteologiral  specimens 
from  Christ  Church  CollegeMuseum,  and  some  exhibited 
by  Mr.  Flower,  a  professional  gentleman,  of  London, 
were  much  admired ;  among  these  was  a  skdeton  of  the 
python,  and  also  of  a  large  crocodile,  ten  feet  long, 
stated  to  be  the  finest  specimen  in  England.  N.  S. 
Haskdyne,  Esq.,  (reader  in  mineralogy,)  had  a  table 
devoted  to  a  display  of  daguerreotypes,  demonstrating 
the  improvements  which  have  been  effected  in  this 
wonderful  invention.  Among  the  articles  of  a  practical 
character  connected  with  the  medical  and  surgical 
profession,  Messn.  Wdss  exhibited  a  selection  oi  sur- 


gical instruments,  with  the  reoent  improvemaDts ;  and( 
Messrs.  Sparks  and  Co. ,  a  large  assortment  of  bandages,, 
a^^kindred  surgical  apparatus,  including  the  new  patent 
euKc  stockings,  knee-caps,  &c.,  &c  The  acbromatiQ^ 
microscopes  and  apparatua  of  Messn.  Smith  and  Beck^ 
to  whom  the  Council  medal  of  the  National  Elxhibitkm 
waa  awarded  in  1851,  attracted  much  observation;  and 
>the  London  Gutta  Percha  Company  exhibited  a  choice 
collection  of  gutta  percha  manufectured  artides  from 
their  works,  showing  the  varied  uses  to  which  tliat 
substance  is  capable  of  being  applied.  Tea,  coffeet  and 
other  refreshments  were  served  in  the  galleries*  the 
whole  of  the  arrangements  being  most  jndidously  ooo- 
dueted,  and  a  very  agreeaUe  evening  was  consequently* 
enjoyed.  We  should  not  omit  to  notice  that  one  of 
not  the  least  attractive  objects  to  the  visitors  was 
formed  by  the  exhibition  of  two  of  the  leavea  of  the 
gigantic  vrater  lily — ^tha  VietorM  regina — with  flower 
and  seed  vessels ;  these  were  placed  near  the  staircase 
at  the  entrance,  and  we  were  gi^en  to  understand  had 
formed  a  part  of  the  plant  growing  in  the  conservatoiy 
at  the  Botanical  Gardens.  The  greenhouse  plants,  befioie 
mentioned,  were  also  fnmiahed  from  these  gazdens. 


THfRD  GENERAL  MEETING. 
Tbursdat,  Jult  22. 

A  public  Breakfrurt  was  provided  this  morning  at  faatf-^ 
past  eight  o'dock,  at  the  Star  Hotd,  which  was  extremdy 
well  attended. 

The  Association  again  assembled  in  general  meetiBg^ 
in  the  Convocation  House,  at  twdve  o'dock,  when  the 
President  announced  that  in  consequence  of  the  length 
of  time  which  had  been  occupied  in  the  discussion  re- 
lative to  the  publication  of  the  Joumai  on  the  preosd- 
ing  day,  the  strictly  routine  matters  only  would  be 
proceeded  with. 

Chabtsb  of  thb  Collsob  or  Pbtsicluis* 

Dr.  CoorwoHTBT  informed  the  meetiDg  tiiet  ll» 
Committee  appointed  yesterday,  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  subject  of  his  proposed  addition  to  the 
of  the  Council,  had  unanimously  adopted  tiie  i 
resolution,  which  he  would  with  permission  read  :— 

'*  That  the  Committee  appointed  yesterday  to  td» 
into  consideration  the  bearing  of  the  proposed  Cfaaiter 
of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  London  on  the  Phmnctal 
Physidans  of  England  and  Wales,  have  meC^  knd 
not  feeling  themselves  in  a  position  to  present  a 
detailed  report,  have  unanimously  resolved  to  invite  ail 
Phivincial  Physicians  now  in  Oxford  to  meet  this  dsj 
et  5,  P.M.,  in  the  Divinity  Schools  (permission  haviqg 
been  obtained),  and  there  to  form  a  Committee  autho- 
rized to  put  themsdves  in  communication  with  tlieir 
brethren,  and  with  the  London  College  of  PhysiciBas» 
with  the  view  of  making  such  suggestions  as  may  sppear 
neoessaiy  to  protect  the  interesto  of  the  Provincial  Phy- 
sicians practising  in  England  and  Wales  without  com-> 
promising  the  welfare  of  the  profession  at  large  or  the 
public  good,  the  only  proper  end  and  object  of  Isgida* 
tive  enactment. 

"  jr.  COOXWOKTHT,  M.D., 

«' On  bdialf  of  the  Commitiee. 
"  Oxford,  22nd  July,  1852.** 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  reodTed  tad 

adopted. 


DISCUSSION  ON  MEDICAL  REFORM. 
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Mbdical  Rbfork. 

Dr.  Robertson  said  he  had  been  called  upon  to 
inof«  a  reeolntioii  rdating  to  the  Medical  Refomi  BU^ 
The  aabject  had  been  before  the  notice  of  the  profetwon 
fn  a  number  of  years,  and  they  had  had  frequent  opporta* 
mtiea  of  diacnaring  it.  He  might  obaerre  that  Mr. 
'George  Hastings,  (son  of  Sir  Charles,)  barrister,  who 
had  been  concerned  in  the  drawing  up  and  preparation 
of  the  Bill  abovt  to  be  submitted  to  FHrliament  rsspeot- 
ing  it,  was  in  attendance  to  ezpbdn  its  leading  proTisions. 
The  resolntion  was  as  follows :— • 

''*That  this  AssodaUon  consider  that  the  Draft  Bill 
Ibr  Medical  Reform,  which  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Central  Conncil,  embodies  the  principles  nniformly 
-advocated  by  the  Association,  and  that  the  Bill  be  re- 
iSened  to  a  Committee,  who  are  hereby  empowered  to 
make  each  alterations  and  modifications  in  the  Bill  as 
to  them  may  appear  expedient,  and  also  to  negotiate 
with  the  Home  Secretary,  and  with  the  Medical  Cor- 
porations, with  a  Tiew  that  snch  Bill,  on  the  earliest 
opportunity,  be  presented  to  Ferliament,  in  order  to 
its  passing  into  a  law." 

Mr.  CAaTWBiORT,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said,  it 
was  important  that  a  Committee  shonld  set  to  work 
aotividy  to  carry  oat  the  Draft  Bill  emanatbg  from  the 
Central  Council ;  it  was  the  more  necessary,  as  there 
^raa  reason  to  fear  that  the  apathy  of  the  profession  on 
4^biM  long-debated  question  was  so  great,  that  when  ail 
•^ifiereQcea  were  nearly  acQusted,  the  final  and  crowning 
^measure  of  the  whole  would  be  lost  for  want  of  eneigy. 
'  The  Draft  Bill  (if  not  a  perfect  measure)  had  given 
flsneh  more  umvenal  satisfaction  to  the  profession  at  large 
any  other  measure  submitted  to  it.  It  was  un- 
r  for  him  (Mr.  Cartwright)  to  enter  into  details 
of  the  constracti(m  of  the  Bill,  as  that  would  be  much 
move  ably  done  by  a  talented  barrister  (Mr.  Geoige 
Hastings),  who  would  fully  explain  the  proTisions  of 
4te  Bill  to  the  meeting.  The  construction  of  the  Bill 
mtm  simple,  not  interfering  with  any  «tfric//jf/7rq/esitofia/ 
coriKMationsy  and  appointing  such  penalties  only  as  were 
to  coiraet  irregulsr  practice.  The  Bill  was 
i  on  the  adoption  of  the  two  new  Charters  of  the 
Collegea  of  Phyaieiaas  and  Snrgeonsi  which  wore  framed 
In  a  liberal  spirit,  and  the  latter  of  which  has  ahneady 
4)ome  into  joperstion,  and  tended  much  to  heal  those 
4lia|mtes  which  had  existed  between  tiie  College  of 
49lBgeons  and  their  members.  (Applaose.)  ThegOTem- 
ing  jMy  (in  the  present  Bill;  was  to  be  formed  by 
ODo-third  of  its  members  bemg  appointed  from  the 
College  of  Physicians ;  one-third  from  the  College  of 
Sfiirfeons ;  and  one-third  independentiy  selected  fi»m 
the  bulk  of  general  practitioners  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  i  the  Council  would  also  receiye  weight  and 
^gnity  from  the  addition  of  the  Regius  Fh>fessor8  of 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and  hwa  the  President  of  the 
Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  It  was  his  firm 
opinion,  that  a  Council  so  selected  from  the  ^liie  of  the 
profession,  would  carefully  watch  over  the  interests  of 
the  general  practitioner,  and  would  be  found  of  much 
greater  utility,  more  effective,  and  more  agreeable  to 
tiie  professiOD,  ihah  any  third  ineorporation.  (Applause.) 
Mr.  Cartwright  would  here  appeal  to  those  gentlemen 


who  had  fofovred  tile  proposed  third  ineorpoiitiaRl 
As  it  was  now  ciearly  impossible  to  carry  out  the 
institution  of  a  third  incorporation,  he  suggested  that 
the  appointment  of  snch  an  independent  Medical  Coun- 
cil as  the  Bill  provided  for,  would  form  a  neutral  ground 
OB  wluch  the  members  of  the  Institute  of  General 
Practitioners  could  unite  ,with  the  promoters  of  this 
Bill,  and  provide  efibctuaUy  for  what  they  were  aU 
deeply  iuterested  in,  the  improvement  of  the  Haim  4i 
that  hard-working  and  deserving  dass,  the  geneni 
practitioners  of  the  country ;  he  hoped  the  appeal  he 
now  made  would  end  in  some  of  the  Institute  gentiemen 
being  now  appointed  on  the  Committee.  The  advantage 
of  this^  would  be,  that,  if  by  mutual  concessions  all 
understanding  could  be  come  to,  they  could  approaeh 
the  Colleges  of  Physidans  and  Surgeons  as  one  body, 
united  to  obtun  a  Bill  for  the  general  benefit  of  the 
profession;  it  was  already  known  that  the  CoUege  of 
Physicians  approved  of  the  measure;  he  hoped  the 
Coll^  of  Surgeons  would  listen  favourably  to  thsir 
requirements ;  and  such  unanimity  on  all  sides  would 
greatiy  enhance  the  fovourable  opinion,  which  the 
Home  Secretary  was  disposed  to  entertain  of  the 
measure;  in  fact,  it  had  been  stated,  that  if  it  could  be 
presented  to  Mr.  Walpole  under  sudi  drcumstanoeib 
it  would  be  adopted  as  a  Government  measure.  Be 
would  uige  the  Committee  to  push  forward  to  such  a 
consummation;  and  in  the  hope,  that  ere  long,  this 
long-agitated  and  most  important  measure  would  be 
honourably  and  satisfactorily  arranged  by  legisUtiie 
enactment,  he  would  condnde  by  aeconding  the  nominft^ 
tion  of  the  Committee  proposed  by  Dr.  Robertson,  to 
carry  out  the  proposed  Draft  Bill  of  the  Central 
CoundL    (Applause.) 

Mr.  G.  Hastings  (barrister,)  then  rose,  and  at 
oonsidenble  length  explained  the  steps  he  had  taken  in 
the  preparation  of  this  measure,  under  the  direetmn  of 
the  Committee  of  the  A8Sodatk>n.  He  observed  that  &t 
was  at  first  desired  to  indude  within  the  scope  of*  its 
provisions  Scotland  and  Ireland,  but  from  the  difBcot 
ties  ascertained  to  exist,  it  had  been  deemed  advisable 
to  confine  its  action  to  England  and  Wales,  m 
redprodty  of  practice  could  only  be  secured  by  un^ 
formity  of  education.  It  was  his  belief  that  had  Sit 
Geoige  Grey  remained  in  office,  so  impressed  was  that 
gentleman  with  the  importance  of  the  subject,  a  measure 
would  have  been  passed  by  the  late  Government  whidi 
would  have  proved  acceptable  to  the  profession  generally, 
but  the  change  of  administration  had  prevented  his 
doing  so,  and  singularly  unfortunate  was  it  that  such 
change  occurred  only  a  day  before  Sir  George  Grey 
would  have  taken  up  the  Bill.  After  the  formation  of 
tiie  prssent  Ministry,  be  (Mr.  Hastings)  had  an  intep- 
view  with  Mr.  Secretary  Walpole,  to  whom  (having  the 
honour  of  a  personal  acquaintance)  he  explained  Ua 
views  more  fully  probably  than  under  other  drcuaa- 
stances  he  could  have  done,  and  Mr.  Walpole  assured 
him  he  would  give  the  matter  his  best  considerstioDy 
and  that  if  a  Bill  should  be  laid  before  him  which 
should  have  the  support  of  the  profession  generally,  he 
should  fed  it  his  duty  to  bring  it  before  Parliament ; 
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he  (Bfr.  Hastings)  ooBseqnently  tboaght  that  thej 
might  ezpeot  ample  justioe  at  the  hands  of  the  Home 
Secrstuy.  (AppUose.)  He  had  in  the  coiine  of  his 
proceedings  endeavonred  to  ascertain  the  feeling  of  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  subject,  and  with  that  Tiew 
had  asked  the  opinion  of  several  influential  members, 
the  fesalt  of  such  inqniiy  )»eing  the  raising  of  a  belief 
in  his  own  mind  that  the  members  of  that  Hoose  wen 
heartfly  sick  and  tired  of  Medical  Reform,  as  there 
had  been  already  a  number  of  bills  before  them  relating 
thereto,  and  it  had  in  consequence  become  Tery  dis- 
tsstefnl  to  them.  Such  being  the  case,  he  was  induced 
to  think,  that  if  a  bill,  meeting  the  riews  of  the  general 
body  of  the  profession,  were  submitted,  the  House 
would  gladly  pass  it,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  subject 
and  its  (to  them)  attendant  annoyance.  (Applause.) 
Bftr.  Hastings,  in  proceeding  to  explain  the  bearings  of 
the  proposed  measure,  obeerred  that  they  were  already 
fiunSiar  to  the  members  of  the  Association,  a  copy  of 
the  Bill  having  appeared  in  the  J<mrnaL  After  having 
gtTen  a  short  description  of  the  principal  provisions,  he 
•aid,  in  drawing  the  draft  of  the  Bill,  it  had  been  his 
Mniest  study  to  meet  the  views,  and  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  great  body  of  the  medical  profession 
throughout  England ;  and  it  was  his  beUef,  that  if  the 
Association  fiuled  in  the  endeavour  to  carry  out  Medical 
Befoim,  no  other  single  body  would  be  able  to  take  the 
natter  up,  and  it  must  be  allowed  to  drop;  theoon- 
tdousness  of  this  ought,  tberefors,  to  incite  theui  to 
ft  continued,  vigorous,  and  united  action.  (Mr.  Hastings 
«at  down  much  applauded.) 

Mr.  Wallacb  expressed  his  dislike  of  the  manner  in 
whidi  the  representative  Council  was  to  be  constituted 
under  the  proposed  Bill,  and  which,  he  believed,  would 
not  satisiy  the  profession,  who  required  the  repreaenta^ 
tive  principle  to  be  fully  carried  out.  He  had  stated 
tiiis  objection  when  the  Draft  of  the  Bill  was  under 
discussion  by  the  Committee,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
part  relating  to  the  oonstitution  of  the  Council  would 
he  struck  out. 

A  Mbm BBu  said,  that  while  two  medical  colleges  had 
been  spoken  of  as  having  been  consulted,  (the  College 
of  Surgeons  and  the  College  of  Physicians,)  no  asenlion 
had  been  made  of  a  tiiiid  and  no  less  important  one-^ 
tiie  Apothecaries'  Company,  to  whom  they  were  so 
much  indebted.  He  thought  that  with  respect  to  the 
Council,  the  selection  ought  to  be  made  one-half  firom 
the  general  practitioners ;  and  also  that  in  the  promotion 
of  the  Bill,  the  opinion  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries 
should  be  taken,  and  their  support  solicited. 

Mr.  Stbdman,  observing  that  the  meeting  was 
under  obligations  to  the  legal  gentiemau  who  had  so 
aUy  addreseed  them,  said  the  gentiemau  who  had  last 
spoken  had  expressed  his  regret  that  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries  had  not  been  consulted,  he,  however,  had 
to  mention  that  another  equally  important  institution 
had  been  passed  by— the  Institute  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  As  a  member  of  the  Council  of  that  Insti- 
tute, appointed  by  4000  members,  he  could  not  allow 
ISbe  omission  to  pass  without  notidng  it. 

Mr.  Q.  Hastznqs  nid  it  wu  but  right  he  should 


state,  that  when  drawing  up  the  draft  of  the  first  MeAeal^ 
Bill,  he  wrote,  at  the  same  time  forwarding  a  copy,  to 
tiie  Society  of  Apothecaries  as  well  sa  to  the  CoU^gea 
^f  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  stating  th«b  he  and  tba 
Committee  were  anxious  to  have  their  opinion  in> 
writing,  or,  if  they  would  Ikvour  him  with  a  pecaoMd 
interview,  he  would  explain  any  portions  thqr  might 
wish.  The  Apothecaries'  Company  took  no 
whatever  of  his  letter;  and  when  the  second  draft 
drawn,  he  did  not  think  it  worth  vrfaile  to  trouble  i 
with  it.  As  to  the  Institute  of  Medicine  and  Suigoryv 
a  similar  course  was  taken  in  the  first  UMtanoe,  wh&ehr 
resulted  in  their  giving  notice  of  opposition  to  the  Blllf 
and  no  application  had  been  made  In  the  aeoond 
instance.    (Loud  cries  of  "  Hear,  hear.'O 

Mr.  BowLiNO  (of  Hammersmiib)  regretted  that  in 
the  Bill  there  was  no  provision  made  for  examinations 
in  midwifery.  He  thought  there  were  more  livea 
unnecessarily  bst  in  that  branch  of  the  profession  thaik 
m  any  other.  Some  stringent  statutory  regulations 
were  required  to  ensure  to  the  public  proper  obstetiie 
education. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Bbll  said,  that  though  the  practice  of 
medicine  was  no  longer  his  oocupatioo,  and  thoiigb  lie 
had  assumed  a  still  more  sacred  calling  (applause),  yet  ho 
was  proud  to  continue  to  be  a  member  of  this  Associi^ 
tion,  and  had  always  much  ptoasure  in  partiripatlag 
with  his  medical  brethren  in  the  advantages  of  Hieae 
annual  meetings.  (Applause.)  Many  years  ago  bo 
had  advocated  changes  not  very  dMferent  firom  thoso 
which  were  now  so  likely  to  be  harmonioosiy  carriod 
out  He  did  not^  however,  like  to  trust  aU  tho  detoflt 
to  any  Committae ;  and  he  would  wish  to  add  to  Ifco 
motion  a  dause  Greeting  the  proposed  ComnittBo  to 
convene  a  special  meeting  of  the  AssocntiMto  nnmsiihr 
tiMir  amended  edition  of  tiie  BiU. 

After  some  debate  it  was  at  hut  agreed  (en  Ifcr 
suggestion  of  Sir  CbarissHastBigs)tiiat  the  Committer 
should  be  instructed  to  oommuuicato  their 
Bill  to  tiie  Central  CouncU.  by  whom,  if  tiie  i 
involved  great  changes,  a  special  meeting  of  the  i 
dation  was  to  be  called.  This 
general  satislhction,  and  terminated  a  4 
at  first  seemed  likely  tooocupy  a  long  i 

Mr.  Loud  (Hempstead)  eloquently  hMistsd  ^ 
deims  which  general  prsctitlonen  had  upon 
Thefa*  position  vras  net-an  inftrier  one;  InfiMimliy  wm 
the  result  only  of  misconduct  and  ignorance,  and  these 
might  as  easily  degrade  the  pure  pbysidan  and  the  pun 
surgeon  as  the  general  practitioner.  He  feared  the 
representative  system  had  been  too  much  loet  sight  of 
in  the  Bill;  but  if  a  good  Committee  irere  appointed, 
he  pledged  himself  to  be  contented  irith  what  tiiey  did, 
even  though  he  felt  that  the  Bill  might  not  give  all  that 
was  required  by  the  |nrofession«    (Applause.) 

Mr.  Hunt  wished  to  hear  the  names  of  the  ptopoaed 
Committee. 

The  PusiDBNT  (after  some  discussion)  thought  thrt 
the  best  course  vrould  be  to  put  the  origfaial  motion; 
but  if  Mr.  Hunt  pressed  an  amendment^  he  would  of 
course  take  tiie  sense  of  the  meetnig  upon  fU 
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Mr.  HuMT  stated  that  he  did  not  wish  to  pat  his 
•Ingestion  as  an  amendment. 

The  motion  of  Dr.  Robertson  was  then  carried  by  an 
overwhelming  majority. 

Mr.  Paomr  moved  that  the  foHowing  gentlemen  do 
eonstitate  the  Committee  to  take  charge  of  the  Bill : — 
i>r.  Robertson,  Mr.  Cartwright,  Mr.  Walsh,  Mr.  Bree, 
Mr.  Noble,  Mr.  Bottomley,  Mr.  Sonthan,  Mr.  Stedman, 
Sir  Charles  Hastings,  Mr.  Hastings,  (Secretary,)  and 
fliat  five  be  a  quorum. 

Mr.  NuNNBLBT  (Leeds)  seconded  this  motion ;  which 
was  nnanimonsly  carried. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded  that  Mr.  PTopert 
and  Mr.  Nnnneley  be  added  to  the  committee.  Mr. 
Konneley's  name  was  added,  with  his  consent;  but  Mr. 
Propert  having  excused  himself  from  acting,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  great  demands  upon  his  time  in  con- 
nection with  the  Medical  College,  the  name  of  Dr. 
Webster  (Dulwicb)  was  substituted  for  his. 

Dr.  Edwards  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the 
Association  be  given  to  the  son  of  Sir  Charles,  Mr. 
Hastings,  of  London,  for  his  talented  and  judicioiis 
exertions  on  behalf  of  the  Association  in  the  cause  of 
Medical  Reform.  The  bill  was  ably  drawn  up,  and  bad, 
been  most  lucidly  expl^ned  to  them.  This  proposal 
was  received  with  much  enthusiasm,  and  was  unanimously 
canied ;  whereupon  the  President  thanked  Mr.  Hastings 
in  the  name  of  the  Association. 

AuniTOKs'  Rbfobt. 

Mr.  NiTMWKLBT,  on  behalf  of  the  auditors,  stated 
that  they  had  gone  tfaroogh  the  accounts,  and  although 
)bey  had  no  doubt  of  their  bebg  substantially  correct, 
ye*  as  thevonchen  for  some  of  them  were  wanting, 
thsy  had  not  Mt  themaelveB  josdfied  in  signing  them. 
no  auditors  hoped  that  a  better  system  of  keeping  the 
eaab4K»rant  wonld  be  adopted  in  1853;  and  that,  in 
Ux^  a  totaUy  different  system  wonld  be  adopted,  not 
only  with  thecash-acoouni,  but  with  all  the  other  books, 
no  as  to  render  the  busDMSs-transaetions  of  te  Society 
mom  dear  than  at  present. 

Mr.  BAaTRVif  coincided  with  Mr.  Nnnneley's  re- 
narfci,  and  described  the  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts 
na  complex  beyond  messure.  They  were  greatly  obliged 
to  the  Secretory  for  the  attention  he  had  paid,  and 
explanations  given,  and  also  for  his  promising  to  effect  an 
nitenitioninthisrespect  before  the  lapse  of  another  year. 

An  Abtiraet  Siatemmt  ^f  the  Ineonu  and  Expmdihare 
of  the  Promneial  Medical  and  Surgical  AModalion, 
from  July  31«/,  1851,  to  July  17/A,  1852. 


1851.— Angnst  4. 


Rbobipts. 


To  Balance  from  last  year's  account 
**   Deighton  and  Co.,  for  Advertisbg 
«'   Churehill        ditto            ditto 
«■   Churchill  for  Sale  of  Publications 
"   Subscriptions  1365  11 


£,   f. 

d. 

94  3 

U 

64  4 

5 

93  4 

6 

21  14 

9 

165  11 

11 

1W2.— July  17. 


£\e3S  18    8i 
Balance. <a^2  14    U 


By 


DlSBURSKMENTS. 

Deighton  and  Co.,  for  Journal ... 
Deighton  and  Co.t  for  Printing  and 

"Transactions"      .'.... 

Churchill,  for  AdvertisiDg,  Print- 

*''  ing,  &c.    ; 

Eginton,  for  Woodcuts 

Anniversary  expenses 

Collectors    and    Commissions   at 

several  towns,  as  Branch  expenses 
Postage  Stamps  for  Vol.  XVIII., 

and  Pismphlets  of   '*  Irregular 

Practice" 

Tainton,  for  binding  Vol.  XVIII. 

of  Transactions 

Dr.  Ranking    

Mr.  Walsh  ..:.,... 

Mr.  Sbeppard,  Secretary     

Mr.  Bottomle>     

Postages,  Envelopes,  and  Miscel- 
laneous expenses  

Balance  carried  down     


£.   t. 
732  1 

225  5 

0 

67  12 

2  17 

50  2 

r 
a 

29    5    7 


48    4    2* 


12  18 

125    0 

125    0 

105    0 

5    0 


17  18  10 
92  14     H 


£m9  18    8i 


Audited  and  examined, 

Nash  and  Watkimb. 
17th  July,  1852. 

Bknbvolsnt  Fund  Rbpobt. 

Mr.  NawNBAM  then  read  the  Report  of  the  Benevo-^ 
lent  Fund,  which  will  be  published  in  the  next  number* 

Dr.  Foaasa,  in  moving  "  That  the  Report  be  received 
and  adopted^  and  that  the  warm  and  gratefol  thanks  of 
tbe  Association  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to 
Mr.  Newnfaam  for  his  services  to  the  Benevolent  Fund, 
"and  that  he  be  requested  to  continoe  his  services  aa 
Treasurer  and  Honorsry  Secretary,"  took  occasion  to 
allttde  to  the  benefits  derivable  from  the  establishment 
of  a  fond  of  this  kind,  and  to  urge  the  importance  of 
the  consideration  upon  all  members  of  the  profession. 

Dr.  Jbkks,  in  seconding  the  motion,  paid  a  deserved 
compHment  to  Mr.  Newnham  for  his  kind  and  chari* 
table  disposition,  remarking  that  he  possessed  what 
was  the  most  earnest  aspiration  of  the  devout 
Mahometan—*'  the  prayers  of  the  poor."    (Applauae.> 

The  notion  was  unanimously  carried. 

Mr.  NawMBAX  returned  thanks  in  very  impropriate 
and  foeling  terms. 

Thb  AsDAias  IN  MsDiciara. 

Dr.  Eason  Wilkinson  (Manchester)  being  called 
upon  by  the  Chairman,  read  the  Address  in  Medicine.. 
In  consequence  of  the  shortness  of  the  time  remaining 
at  the  disposal  of  the  meeting,  he  was  compelled  greatly 
to  abridge  bis  cleverly-written  paper. 

At  the  condosion,  Dr.  Whiting,  amidst  muG&. 
applause,  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  D^.  Wilkinson 
for  bis  able  and  talented  address,  coupled  with  a  request 
that  he  would  allow  the  same  to  be  printed.  Dr. 
Whiting  observed  that  he  had  the  more  pleasure  in 
proposing  the  motion,  because  he  thought  the  attention 
of  the  profession  had  not  been  enough  directed  to  what 
was  termed  physical  education,  therefore  it  became- 
them  the  more  to  take  it  up.     This  had  been  noticed 
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in  the  address  which  ibey  had  just  heard.  Oreat  erila 
doubtless  arose  firom  a  bad  physical  training  of  children ; 
mad  be  would  suggest  to  the  profession  genemUy  that 
there  should  be  diffhsed  among  the  public  more  in- 
fbrmation  regarding  this  interesting  subject.  In  his 
«wn  neighbourhood  he  had  adopted  a  plan  wUch>  as 
<liis  time  was  not  io  much  occupied  in  professional 
rpnrsnits  as  former!  j,  he  had  been  enabled  to  prosecute 
tnocessfblly,  namely,  the  delirery  of  philosophical 
lectures  in  a  popular  form ;  the  result  of  which  effort 
had  been  his  receiving  the  general  thanlcs  of  the  town 
wherein  he  lived.  He  thought  if  other  professional 
gentlemen  would  take  up  the  subject  in  a  similar  way 
in  thefar  respective  localities  great  good  would  result. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Wall  AC!  seconded  the  motion,  which  was 
<carriedii«M«  eon. 

Thb  Add&xss  in  Svrobrt.  . 

James  Tobt  Hester,  Esa.  (Oxford)  then  delivered 
tiie  Address  in  Surgery,  which  was  extremely  well 
reo^ved. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hodgson,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Caleb  Williams,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr. 
Hester  for  his  talented  Address,  accompanied  by  a 
request  that  he  would  allow  the  same  to  be  printed. 

It  was  understood  that  the  respective  Addresses  in 
Hedidne  and  Surgery  should  appear  in  the  ''Trans- 
Jictions"  or  Journal,  as  decided  by  the  Council. 

Anniversary  Mebtino,  1853. 

Sir  C.  Hastinos  called  attention  to  the  sabgeot 
of  seleoting  the  town  in  which  the  Aunversary  Meeting 
•of  the  Association  should  be  held  next  year.  The 
•Council  had  come  to  the  understanding  that  it  should 
he  held  at  Cambridge;  and  that  the  Regius  Professor  of 
Medicine  there  should  be  proposed  aa  Piesident-dect. 
j^Applanse.)  But  they  had  also  present  among  them  a 
deputation  from  Swansea,  the  metropolis  of  South 
Wales,  and  equally  connected  with  Bristol  and  Bath, 
who  sought  to  obtam  for  that  town  the  honour  of  their 
meeting.  If  the  opinion  of  the  Association  should  be 
iikrourable  to  this  latter  place,  he  should  propose  Dr. 
Owynne  Bird  as  President- Elect.  They  would  recollect 
they  would  be  opening  up  fresh  ground  in  this  quarter; 
and  their  fnends  had  been  pressing  them  repeatedly  to 
go  there.  Then  they  had  also  present  some  friends 
fkx>m  York,  who  wished  to  have  the  next  Anni- 
Tersary  Meeting  of  the  Association  held  in  their  city, 
Hiey  were,  however,  willing  to  waive  their  claims  in 
Ihvour  of  Swansea;  and  as  regarded  Cambridge,  Dr. 
Bond  had  assured  them  that  it  would  be  for  their 
interest  to  delay  visiting  that  university  for  a  twelve 
month.  Their  choice  remained  between  the  two,  as  to 
which  was  the  most  eligible. 

Mr.  Hunt  moved  that  the  choice  of  place  for  hold- 
ing the  annual  meeting  should  be  left  to  the  Central 
Council. 

Mr.  Hodgson  seconded  the  motion. 

It  was  finally  agreed  tliat  Swansea  should  be  the  place 


of  meeting,  and  that  Dr.  Gwynne  Bird  ihoiild  be  0m 
President-Elect. 

Dr.  Rado^tffb  Hall,  of  Torquay,  mm  fonuStj 
requested  to  deliver  the  "Address  in  Medidne,"  e«i 
Mr.  Prichard,  of  Bristol,  the  "  Address  in  SaKgKff* 
at  the  next  annual  meeting. 

Mr.  MiCBABL  (Swansea),  expressed  the  g^Btificib» 
tion  which  the  profession  at  Swansea  and  its  neighboww 
hood  would  experience  froin  the  chmoe  just  nsade,  and 
assured  the  members  of  the  Association  a  hearty 
welcome.    (Applaase») 

Communications. 

The  "  Report  of  Cases  m  the  Oxford  Infirmaiy"  was 
read  by  the  House-Sargeon,*  Mr.  Hussbt,  to  whom  a 
vote  of  thanks  was  duly  passed. 

JosBPH  Totnbbb,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  F.IUC.S,  Ami 
Snzgeon  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  &c.,  read  an  intefest- 
ing  psper  "On  the  Use  of  Artificial  Membcaaa 
Tympani,  in  cases  of  Perforation  or  Destmotum  ef 
that  Oigan."  After  detailing  the  results  of  womm 
researches  into  the  functions  of  the  membrana  iympui 
recently  laid  before  the  Royal  Society,  in  which  it  is 
shown  that  the  guttural  orifice  of  the  Eustachian  tube 
is  closed  except  during  the  momentary  act  of  swallow- 
ing, he  pointed  out  the  fisct,  that  for  the  fnnctioB 
of  hearing  to  be  perfect  the  sonorous  vibrationa  com* 
municated  to  the  tympanum  ought  to  be  confined 
within  the  walls  of  this  resonant  cavity,  that  thej  may 
duly  impress  the  membrane  of  the  fonesCra  nitwndi, 
and  thereby  be  communicated  to  the  intecnal  oar. 
Inferring  from  these  researches  that  the  dos^Nip 
attendant  upon  perforation  or  destmotioA  of  tkt 
membrana  tympani  is  produced  by  a  want. of  tho  dae 
concentration  of  the  vibrations^  by  their  diiTnsion  into 
the  meatus,  and  their  absorption  by  its  wallsb  M^ 
Toynbee  suggested  the  use  of  some  means  whensby  tkf 
orifice  in  the  membrana  tympani  should  be  doaad,  oai 
the  tympanum  again  rendered  a  shut  resonant 
After  some  experiments,  he  had  an  artificial 
tympani  constructed,  by  Mr.  Weiss,  compoaed  ef 
vulcanized  Indian-mbber,  in  the  centre  of  which  ii 
fixed  a  small  plate  of  silver  and  a  silver  wne,  wheaotf 
it  can  be  introduced  or  withdrawn  at  pleasure.  Tfah 
artificial  membrana  tympani  has  already  been  appIaQi 
with  such  complete  success  by  several  patientB»  that 
they  are  able  by  its  aid  to  hear  sufficiently  well  t^ 
carry  on  general  conversation.  One  man,  a  patient  of 
St.  Mary's  Hospital,  who  had  been  discharged 
the  army  on  account  of  his  deafness,  has  entered  \ 
his  duties  agam.  A  young  lady,  who  had  not  bend  at 
church  for  many  years,  can  now  hear  the  ti'Hiiifiii 
perfectly  well.  Patients  can  apply  the  artifidal  bmb- 
brana  tympani  themselves,  can  remove  it  at  pleosBC^ 
and  its  cost  is  not  more  than  a  shilling. 

Dr.  HrrcHMAN  (Derby)  read  a  paper  on  **  Tht 
Pathology  of  Insanity." 

Dr.  Forbes  Winslow,  referring  in  oomplimcntaiy 
terms  to  the  kind  and  hospitable  reception  wfaish  the 
members  had  experienced  at  Dr.  Acland's  sotr^oft  Ao 
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pttmomB  evening,  mored  t  Tota  of  thanka  to  the 
RaddUTe  Libnuian,  which  being  aeeonded  bj  Mr. 
Kbwkbav,  was  carried  nnanimonslj. 

Dr.  CoNOLLT  proposed  a  cordial  vote  of  thanka  to 
the  Yioe-Chanoelior,  Heads  of  Colleges,  and  the  Local 
Authorities,  for  the  extremely  kind  reception  4||kh 
Im^  been  aiibrded  the  Association. 

Dr.  Radcltffb  Hall  seconded  the  motion,  which 
was  carried  b  j  aodamatioB* 

The  PuisiosNT  haying  vacated  his  seat,  the  same 
wm  therenpon  taken  by  Sir  Chajbllss  Hastinos,  who, 
is  aaitable  terms,  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
mpHident,  vpon  whose  conduct  in  presiding  over  the 
proceedings  of  the  anniversary  he  passed  a  jnst  and 
well  merited  eologinm. 

Ifr.  ToTNBBS  seconded  the  motion,  which  was 
iBBtantly  agreed  to. 

'  The  PBBSiBBifT  was  happy  to  find  his  conduct  had 
given  them  satisfifustion,  and  he  sincerely  thanked  them 
tor  their  kind  expressions  of  esteem. 

The  bnamess  proceedings  of  the  anniversary  then 
terminated. 

Professor  QuBKBTT  gave  a  microscopic  demonstration 
in  the  Anatomical  Museum  of  Christ  Church  College, 
at  tiawe  o'clock,  p.m. 


9XF0BT  OF  THB  HBBTIKO  OF  PBOVINCIAL  PHT- 
BIOIAJKB  AT  OXFOB0  ON  THB  PBOPOSB0  HBV 
CHABTBB  OF  THB  BOTAL  COLLBGB  OF  PHY* 
nOIAKS. 

'  Agreealily  to  previoiis  arrangements  a  number  of 
Britiah  Graduates,  members  of  the  Provincial  Medical 
flDd  Suigical  Assodation,  assembled  in  the  Divinity 
Sabool  of  the  University  of  Oxford,  on  Thursday, 
#vy  BSnd,  (permisrion  havii^  been  previously  obtained). 
the  gentlemen  present  we  observed  Sir  C. 
M.D.,  D.C.L.,  Worcester;  A.  RobertKm, 
HLD.,  F.R.S.,  Northampton ;  J.  McCoragher,  M.D., 
BdlB.,  Chidwsters  W.  P.  Brookes,  M.D.,  St.  A., 
CWtenham;  E.  Mainwaring,  M.D.,  Glasg.,  Bourne* 
Bouth;  H.  Cooper,  M.D.,  Lond.,  Hull ;  T.  O.  Hake, 
lf.D.,  Glasg.,  Bury  St.  Edmonds;  Forbes  Winslow, 
If.D.,  Aberd.,  F.R.C.P.,  Edin.,  London  i  J.  C. 
Cookworthy,  M.D.,  Edin.,  Plymouth;  James Tnnstall, 
V «D.,  Edin.,  Bath ;  E.  Howell,  M.D.,  Edin.,  Swansea; 
C.R.HaU,  M.D.,Torquay;  A.Eves,M.D.,  Cheltenham. 
Br.  Roberston  was  unanimously  voted  to  the  chair. 

After  a  preliminary  conversation,  in  which  the  bearings 
pi  the  proposed  Charter,  in  relation  to  its  effects  on  the 
provincial  physician,  was  fully  gone  into,  the  following 
neolntion,  proposed  by  Dr.  Forbes  Winslow,  and 
leoonded  by  Sir  Charles  Hastings,  was  unanimously 
CBnied, — 

*  *  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  tendered 
to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  of  London  for  the  extreme  liberality  dis- 
placed in  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  Charter  of 
iMovporation;  at  the  same  time  the  meeting  beg  to 
i  to  the  Pkvsident  and  Fellows,  whether  the  clause 
J  to  the  fees  payable  upon  the  admission  to  the 
■Mmbenhip  by  those  who,  at  the  date  of  the  Charter, 


are  gnduates  in  medicine  of  British  Universities,  be  not 
open  for  reconsideration,  with  the  view  of  rodudng  the 
amount  to  be  paid  for  the  diploma  itself,  especially  by 
those  who  have  long  practised  beyond  the  Jurisdiction 
of  the  College,  and  of  endeayouring  to  exempt  all* 
candidates,  bdng  graduates  of  British  Universities,  from 
payment  of  £lb  stamp  duty,  they  having  already  paid 
a  stamp  duty  on  taking  their  degree." 

Proposed  by  Dr.  Brookea,  and  seconded  by  Dr«. 
Cookworthy,  and  unanimously  resolved,— 

'*  That  a  Committee  be  formed,  to  communicate  witb 
the  Royal  College  in  relation  to  the  proposed  Cbarterj, 
and  that  it  consist  of  Sir  C.  Hastings,  Dr.  Winslow, 
Dr.  Eves,  Dr.  Hake,  Dr.  Tunstall,  Dr.  Brookes,  and 
Dr.  Cookworthy;  that  Dr.  Tunstall  be  requested  to  act 
as  Honorary  Searetary,  and  that  he  do  commnnicato 
the  above  resolution  to  the  Registrar  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians.'' 

Thanks  being  voted  to  the  Chairman,  the  meeting 
adjourned. 

Jambs  Tumbtaxx,  Hon.  Sec 


THE  DINNER 

Took  place  at  the  Town  Hall,  at  seven  o'clock,  there' 
were  about  180  gentlemen  present.  The  President 
of  the  Association,  Dr.  Ogle,  took  the  chair,  and 
among  those  near  him  were  the  Vice-Chancellor  of  the 
University,  (Dr.  Plumptre,)  Sir  Cbarlea  Hastings,  M.D.^ 
Dr.  John  ConoOy,  Dr.  Jenks,  (late  President,)  Sir  C» 
Clark.  Dr.  Acland,  Dr.  Forbes,  (President  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,)  Dr.  South,  (ez-President  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,)  the  Bishop's  Chaplain^ 
Wm.  Ward,  Esq.,  (Mayor  of  Oxford,)  Mr.  Alderman 
Spiers,  (Sheriff  of  Oxford,)  the  Senior  Proctor,  th» 
Junfor  PMctor,  Dr.  Shq>herd,  Dr.  Jackson,  Dr.  K 
Shepherd,  Dr.  James,  (Vice-President,)  W.  Cleobury, 
Esq.,  James  Torry  Hester,  Esq.,  G.  P.  Hester,  Esq.^ 
(Town  Clerk,)  F.  Symonds,  Esq.,  J.  L.  Hansard,. 
Esq.,  (Local  Secretary,)  Dr.  Giles,  J.  Godfrey,  Esq^^ 
T.  Allen,  Esq.,  J.  F^reebom,  Esq.,  (J.  Martin,  Esq.^^ 
W.  Rusher,  Esq.,  J.  P.  Sheppard,  Esq.,  (General  Secre- 
tary,)  —  Briscoe,  Esq.,  A  Paul,  Esq.,  Mons.  Battel, 
and  many  other  distingubhed  names  in  the  profession. 
Hie  repast,  which  was  of  first-rate  character  in  all  iU- 
appointmente,  was  fomished  by  Mr.  Holland,  of  the 
Cross  Inn.     Grace  was  said  by  the  Vice-Chaacellor. 

The  tables  having  been  cleared,  the  Prbsipbnt  rose^ 
and  gave  the  health  of  "  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,'*' 
(three  times  three,)  Grimmitt's  Quadrille  Band,  sta-> 
tioned  at  the  upper  end  of  the  room,  playing  tho> 
National  Anthem,  the  company  joining  in  chorus. 

The  pRBSiosNT  next  proposed  the  health  of  "  Prince- 
Albert,"  (cheers);  might  he  long  live  to  foster  by  his^ 
example  the  social  and  domestic  virtues,  and  the  arte 
by  hia  patronage.  With  the  toast  he  would  couple  th» 
healths  of  the  rest  of  the  Royal  FamUy."  (Drunk  with 
applause,  the  band,  at  the  request  of  the  President^ 
playing  the  air, — "  Dolce  domum." 

In  proposing  the  toast  of  "  the  Bishop  of  Oxford  and 
the  Clergy,"  the  Prbsidbnt  said  tiiat  on  the  like  festive^ 
occasion  last  year,  at  Brighton,  they  were  favoured  with 
the  attendance  of  the  Bishop  of  Chichester;  and  he 
was  authorised  to  stete,  that  the  Bishop  of  Oxford 
would  have  been  present  with  them  that  day,  had  it  not 
been  for  an  unexpected  engagement.  He  regretted 
they  were  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  listening  to  the. 
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terhA  eloquence  of  the  respected  prelate,  (hear,  hear ;) 
but*  however  eitimable  the  prelates  of  the  Church 
might  be,  they  most  entertun  as  great  respect  for  the 
parochial  clergy,  for  few  had  more  opportunities  of 
noticing  the  Godly  spirit  and  self-denying  zeal  with 
which  these  men  dischai^ged  thdr  duties  than  had  the 
practising  members  of  the  medical  profession.  (Cheers.) 
The  toast  was  drank  with  three  times  three. 

The  Bishop's  Chaplain  acknowledged  the  toast, 
expressing  r^ret  for  the  absence  of  the  Lord  Bishop, 
and  commenting  on  the  connection  existing  between  the 
fltadies  of  theology  and  medicine.  He  showed  how 
religion  had  taught  the  way  to  render  patient  and  sub- 
uiasive  the  mind,  under  circumstances  which  to  the 
heathen  alike  of  ancient  and  modem  times  would  have 
rendered  life  itself  unendurable;  and  how  the  researches 
•f  medical  science  had  given  such  a  knowledge  of  the 
sabtle  diseases  to  which  the  human  frame  was  Uable,  as 
to  be  enabled  snocesfnlly  to  treat  and  overcome  those 
hitherto  deemed  incurable.  On  the  part  of  the  Bishop 
and  Clergy  he  returned  them  his  most  sincere  thanks, 
for  the  compliment  they  had  paid  them,  and  he  hoped 
ihat  both  the^  members  of  the  medical  profession'  and 
the  clergy  would,  in  their  several  vocations,  Ubour  for 
fhe  good  of  all.     (Cheers.) 

The  Prbsidbnt  proposed  the  '*  Army  and  Navy, 
and  especially  the  medical  branches  connected  with 
both  Services."     (Much  cheering.) 
.    ^tr^Band— "  British  Grenadiers." 

The  Prbsidbnt  next  gave  "  The  Vice-chancellor  and 
the  University  Authorities.'*  (Cheers.)  He  noticed 
the  presence  of  the  Vice-Chancellor  and  Proctors  as  a 
graceful  compliment  to  the  Association ;  and  concluded 
a  short  but  fervent  address,  by  expressing  an  earnest 
hope  that  the  University  of  Oxford — that  venerable  and 
renerated  institution — might  long  prosper  and  continue 
to  diffuse  soond  learning,  and  that  sound  religion,  good 
morals,  and  just  and  liberal  principles  might  ever 
flourish  and  abound  within  its  walls.  (Drunk  with 
three  times  three,  and  one  cheer  more.) 

The  Tick  Cbancbllor  and  Proctors  rose,  and  were 
jreoeived  with  renewed  applause.  On  its  subsidence  the 
former  said  it  had  been  a  matter  of  great  gratification 
to  every  member  of  the  University  in  having  an  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  every  attention  to  such  an  honourable 
body  as  were  the  members  of  this  Association^  who  had 
reflected  honour  upon  it  by  holding  their  anniversary 
sneetittg  this  year  at  Oxford.  It  would  have  been 
bard  indeed  if  this  University,  which  was  always 
anxious  to  pay  a  compliment  to  those  distinguished  in 
literature  and  science— (cheers) — and  especially  to  those 
whose  lives  were  devoted  to  the  physical  amelioration 
and  improvement  of  mankind — it  would,  he  repeated, 
have  been  hard  indeed  if  the  University  had  not  felt 
and  testified  gratification  at  receiving  so  many  members 
of  the  medical  profession  as  he  had  now  the  honour  of 
seeing  around  him.  (Cheers.)  Not  only  were  the 
University  glad  to  pay  a  compliment  to  men  so 
eminent  in  scientific  research,  and  in  the  distinguished 
services  which  they  had  rendered  in  their  several  paths 
at  life— but  be  (the  Vice  Chancellor)  might  tnily  say 
that  the  names  of  many  present  would  go  down  to 
posterity  in  connection  with  institutions  which  have  for 
iheir    object    the  amelioration  of    the  ills  to  which 


humanity  is  subject.  (Applause.)  He  tnisted  thU 
University  would  always  give  sudi  an  education  to  bar 
sons  as  would  combine  religion  with  Bdence— (hflar« 
hear) — and  that  such  had  been  the  case  might,  ha 
thought,  be  seen  in  the  establishment  of  hospitala  and 
simi^  institutions  to  administer  to  every  afllictioB 
which  it  had  pleased  God  to  put  upon  them.  (Cheers.) 
He  wished  to  propose  «  toast  The  University  had 
yesterday  the  honour  of  enrolling  among  its  momben 
three  distinguished  men,  bdonging  to  the  Pnmndil 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  upon  whom  the 
Honorary  Degree  of  D.C.L.  was  eon&rrad  m  fli» 
Theatre.  He  wished  to  be  allowed  to  say  that  ba 
trusted  the  eompUment  wUch  ma  paid  to  ttoae  tbrae 
goitlemen  would  be  oonsiderad  in  some  raeaoiire  m  m 
compliment  also  to  the  whole  body  of  the  profiewioiu 
(Cheers.)  It  would  be  obvious  that  but  a  Uaiitad 
number  must  be  selected  on  whom  to  confer  degrees^ 
and  therefore  he  repeated  that  the  seleetloii  made  was 
intended  as  a  compliment  to  the  profossim  at  laigeu 
(Renewed  applause.)  He  had  now  veiy  great  pleaaore 
in  proposing  that  they  should  drink  the  health  of  tba 
three  disthigubhed  individuals  whom  the  University  bad 
yesterday  the  honour  of  enrolling  among  her  memben 
in  the  llieatre— namely.  Sir  Charles  Hastingi,  M.D., 
Dr.  Forbes,  and  Dr.  John  ConoUy.  (The  toaat  waa 
drunk  with  great  applause.) 

Sir  Charles  Hastings  said,  Mr.  Pkvsidenty  Yiee- 
Chancellor,  Proctors,  members,  and  frienda» — ^I  baid 
yesterday  the  pleasure,  in  a  comparatively  private  paityg 
of  returning  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  Vioe-ChanoeDor 
and  Proctors  of  this  University,  for  the  very  d 
honour  that  was  conferred  upon  me  and  my  two  i 
Dr.  Forbes  and  Dr.  ConoUy,  (whom  I  see  aronmd  meat 
^'s  occasion,  (cheers,)  on  the  assembling  of  tte 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association  ua  tUi 
ancient  and  venerated  University  of  Oxford.  I  need  aet 
say  that  the  compliment  to  which  I  have  refened  la  ana 
of  the  most  distinguished  compliments  that  can  be  pud 
to  any  person,  belonging  to  any  profession.  (Chnen) 
I  need  not  say  that  to  be  thus  oomplimantsd  is  indffffij 
an  honour  in  such  a  place — where  some  of  the  BMiat 
eminent  of  statesmen,  philosophers,  and  poets,  bom  in 
this  and  every  age  since  the  University  existed  bava 
received  the  like  distinction ;  and,  gentlemen,  I  Bead 
not  say  that  this  honour,  reoeived  tliRMigb  three  indNi* 
duals,  is  a  most  distinguished  and  positive  comp 
to  the  whole  profession,  and  such  an  one  as 
contemplated  as  likely  to  be  reoeived  by  this  j 
from  so  distinguished  an  University  as  that  of  Qxted. 
(Applause.)  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  find  laqgoa^ 
adequately  to  express  my  feelings  for  having  beoi 
placed  in  so  distinguished  a  position ;  and  if  it  vras 
possible  to  enhance  that  distinction  it  aiisea  firom  tba 
fact  that  I  was  accompaaied  by  two  firienda  to  wbon  I 
have  been  for  years  most  affectionately  and  tendcfly 
attached.  Gentlemen,  I  say,  if  it  were  poasiUe  to  have 
added  to  the  distinction,  it  was  in  being  selected  in 
conjunction  with  two  gentlemen  who  occupied  a  ] 
compared  to  which  I  feel  my  own  nnworthiness. 
I  cannot  but  think  that  the  &ct  of  being  selected  writb 
those  honoured  gentlemea  was  in  consequenoe  of  my 
having  taken  an  active  part  in  the  concerns  of  this  Aaaa* 
(nation;  for  I  consider  myself  otherwise  unwottby  of 


THE  DINNER. 


407 


the  high  distinction  that  has  been  conferred  on  me.  (So, 
no.)  I  can  say  that  the  Uniyersity  of  Oxford  will  erer 
reoeiTe  from  oar  profession  every  possible  endeavour  to 
do  her  no  discredit,  and  that  by  contianing  to  amelio- 
fate  human  nature,  we  hope  to  fulfil  the  destiny  to 
which  providence  has  called  us.  (Sir  Charles  resumed 
his  seat  very  warmly  applauded.) 

The  PRBSIDBNT  then  gave—"  The  President  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians,  and  the  P^resident  of  the 
Boyal  College  of  Surgeons,"  which  was  duly  honoured. 

The  PRflsinsNT  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
ntnmed  thanks,  and  expressed  a  fervent  wish  that  the 
present  anniversary  might  prove  an  earnest  that  in  future 
the  profession  would  be  closely  combined,  and  that  by- 
gones would  be  no  more  remembered.  In  the  course 
of  his  remarks  he  enlarged  upon  the  Charter  of  the 
College,  and  on  the  importance  of  a  sound  education 
to  their  profession  as  the  basis  of  future  emmenoe  and 
saocets,  and  alluded  in  grateful  terms  to  the  feelings 
which  must  have  imbued  their  minds  wlule  wandering 
along  tile  banks  of  the  fitr-f^med  Isis,  and  breathmg 
the  atmosphere  of  learning  in  this  ancient  University. 

Hie  PRESIDSNT,  in  proposing  "The  Mayor  and 
Corporation,"  remarked  that  there  was  not  a  more 
loyal,  hoqntable,  or  courteous  body  than  the  Corporation 
of  the  city  of  Oxford.    (Great  applause.) 

The  Mayor  returned  thanks,  and  after  expressing 
tiie  gratificatioa  it  had  afforded  him  in  offering  the  city 
ImildingB  to  the  Association,  remarked  upon  the  im- 
portanee  of  the  medical  profession,  and  paid  a  oompU- 
ment  to  the  President  and  other  resident  members  of 
the  profession,  remarking  that  they  were  second  to  none 
In  the  talent  and  humanity  displayed  in  administering 
to  the  "  ills  that  flesh  u  heir  to."    (Cheers.) 

Hie  Pbxsidbht  next  proposed  the  health  of  "  The 
Foonder  of  the  Association,  Sir  Charles  Hastings," 
whom  he  warmly  eulogised  for  the  zeal  and  energy  with 
wUch  he  had  always  attended  to  the  interests  of  the 
Aaeociation.  Might  he  long  live  to  enjoy  the  respect 
wbieh  was  so  deservedly  his  due,  and  to  witness  its 
continued  prosperity  and  increasing  success.     (Cheers.) 

Sur  C.  Hastings  sud,  I  rise  on  this  occasion,  for  the 
twentieth  time,  to  thank  you  for  the  honour  you  have 
done  me  in  drinking  my  health  on  a  simibir  occasion  to 
the  present  It  is,  gentiemen,  now  twenty  years  ago 
that  this  Association  was  established  at  Worcester,  when 
some  members  of  the  medical  profession — some  of 
whom  (alas !  how  few)  were  present  with  tiiem  that 
^y-»met  for  the  purpose  of  forming  themselves  into 
nn  association,  whose  object  should  be  the  protection  of 
the  interests  of  medical  science,  and  the  promotion 
of  peace,  good-wUl,  and  harmony  among  the  members 
of  the  medical  profession.  Gentlemen,  this  was  the 
origin  and  design  of  our  Association,— these  the  mottoes 
on  our  banner;  under  it  we  have  prospered  hitherto, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  continue  to  prosper.  As  r^;arda 
the  present  condition  of  the  Association,  I  may  say,— 

"  Si  uumuncniam  qiuwis,  ciTcmnspiea.'* 

(Cheers.)  Many  and  great  objects  have  engaged  our 
attention ;  we  have  buckled  on  our  armour,  and  fought 
the  battie  manfully ;  we  have  hitherto  succeeded,  and 
now  stand  in  a  position  at  the  present  time,  notwith- 
standiog  aU  that  might  have  been  said  to  the  contrary, 
more  prond  tiian  at  any  preoedmg  annivenary.    (Hear, 


hear.)  We  have  received  from  the  University  strong' 
and  convincing  proof  that  our  exertions  have  been 
appreciated  by  the  great,  the  noble,  and  the  good. 
(Cheers.)  What  greater  reward  can  the  exertions  of 
good  men  receive  than  the  meed  of  praise  of  thqse  who 
are  capable  of  estimating  those  exertions.  (Hear,  hear.) 
That  we  have  this  reward  is  patent  to  us  all.  Has  not 
the  Yioe-Chancellor  told  us  that  he  regards  our  Assod* 
ation  as  a  most  important  one  ?  and  are  we  not  plsoed 
in  this  high  and  honourable  position,  not  only  becauso 
the  Association  is  esteemed  for  what  it  has  alrrady  done, 
but  also  for  what  it  proposed  to  do  ?  Let  our  watchword 
then  be--"  Onward."  (Cheers.)  Let  us  look  at  the 
difficulties  which  beset  medical  legislation,  and  then 
consider  what  has  been  accomplished  with  respect  to  it. 
When  we  first  met  at  Worcester,  the  medical  corpora- 
tions of  the  metropolis  were  hostile  to  their  brethren  in 
the  provinces;  but  now  the  President  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians,  the  President  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  and  the  Head  of  the  Apothecariea' 
Company,  have  aU  come  to  wish  us  "  God  speed,"  and 
to  say  they  will  help  us.  (Great  applause.)  This 
then,  gentlemen,  is  our  triumph, — may  we  go  on 
prospering  and  to  prosper.  I  care  not  what  is  saic^ 
here  are  1632  members  united  together  in  one  bond, 
desbous  of  advancing  the  profession,  <  and  showing 
that  they  love  one  another.  (Cheers.)  This  is  tmo 
philosophy, — ^this  is  Christian  philanthropy.  (Hear, 
hear.)  I  care  not  what  some  parties  may  say  about  our 
not  advancing ;  I  affirm  we  are  advancing  in  our  onward 
course, — ^that  we  do  improve  the  profession  by  adminis* 
tering  to  the  ills  of  humanity.  (Cheers.)  We  will 
continue  in  this  good  course ;  the  medical  corporations 
and  ourselves  will  puU  tc^ther  in  this  great  and  grand 
work,  until  we  have  placed  our  profession  on  the  highest 
pmnade  of  fame  it  is  destined  to  occupy,  and  which  it 
must  occupy  in  future  and  better  times.  (Much 
cheering.)  Gentiemen,  I  thank  you  most  sincerely  for 
your  kindness  ^and  with  regard  to  our  great,  noble,  and 
flourishing  Association,  all  I  can  say  is—esto  perpettia, 
(Renewed  applause.) 

The  President  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  then 
proposed,  in  suitable  terms,  the  health  of  Dr.  Ogle. 
(Much  cheering.) 

The  President,  in  returning  thanks,  said  he 
ascril^  his  appointment  to  his  high  position  as- 
President  of  that  Association,  more  to  thev  kindness, 
than  to  any  merits  of  his  own.     (No,  no.) 

Dr.  John  Conollt,  being  called  on  by  the  Presi* 
dent,  rose  and  said :  Mr.  President  and  gentiemen,  I 
have  the  honour  to  remind  you  of  one  of  the  most 
brilliant,  scientific,  and  hospitable  entertainments  ever 
offered  to  the  members  of  this  Association  in  any  of 
their  meetings  in  past  years.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
every  gentieroan  who  had  an  opportunity  of  bemg 
present  last  night  at  the  amverMazkme  at  the  Raddiffis 
library — (prolonged  applause) — that  every  one  on 
leaving  that  institution  must  have  said  to  himself^. 
'*  Here,  at  least,  have  I  passed  one  or  two  of  the 
most  intellectual  hours  of  my  existence."  (Cheers.) 
He  must  have  felt  aU  the  better  qualities  of  his  intellect, 
and  all  the  better  feelings  of  his  heart,  called  forth  by 
witnessing  all  that  the  human  intellect  has  brought  into* 
play  up  to  the  picsent  time,  by  the  kindness  of  one  o£ 


408 


THE  TWENTIETH  ANNIVERSARY  MEETING  OP  THE  ASSOCIATION. 


tiie  most  inteUectualy  aocomplishedy  and  amiable  men 
that  any  of  na  hare  the  priYilege  to  call  oar  frieml. 
'(Cheers.)  I  aee  that  yon  receiTe  these  simple  words  of 
«iine  with  the  ntmost  enthosiasm— ("  We  do/') ;— not 
tern  tt^  Taloe  of  the  words  themseWes,  except  that 
they  faintly  express  the  feelings  of  every  man's  heart 
-in  this  room.  I  think  there  are  none  of  as  provincial 
jwople  who  hare  come  here  to  Oxford  but  most  feel 
iperfectly  overpowered  by  the  grand  spectacle  afforded 
(by  this  great  University;  as  we  walk  among  the 
monuments  of  learning,  and  the  great  schools,  which 
most  exercise  such  an  inflaence  on  mankind,  and 
leflect  that  they  are  presided  over  by  men  who 
have  received  as  with  such  kindness,  and  who  are 
distingaished  for  their  kindness  and  warm  cordiality — 
I  say  we  most  foel  gratified^  after  all  the  great 
and  the  learned  are  ready  to  do  their  utmost  to 
evince  their  respect  and  honour  towards  us,  and 
this,  too,  in  such  sincerity  and  kindness.  (Much 
applause.)  I  think  all  must  be  impressed  with  that 
feeling,  and  that  we  shall  go  away  from  this  city 
impressed  with  that  feeling — (hear,  hear)— impressed 
with  feelings  of  aff/ction  and  regard  towards  this 
University,  and  inclined  to  exclaim — '*  Never  mind, 
there  may  be  faults  and  defects  in  these  ancient 
institutions,  but  there  u  also  something  great  and  grand 
an  them" — (cheers) — and  sufficient  to  excite  regret  that 
many  like  himself  should  not  have  had  the  opportunity 
•of  being  educated  therein.  We  all  can  see  that  we 
<night  have  been  more  useful  in  our  profession  and 
better  citizens ;  and  notwithstanding  this,  we  have  been 
received  here  with  kindness  as  belonging  to  the  great 
&mily  of  mankind.  (Cheers.)  Last  night  we  were 
entertained  under  the  magnificent  roof  of  the  Radcliffe 
Library  by  one  of  our  own  profession,  where  we  saw  all 
that  could  charm  the  intellect,  engage  the  affections,  and 
enlighten  the  understanding ;  and  we  felt,  above  all, 
that  we  were  there  under  the  auspices  of  a  gentleman, 
of  whom  it  is  no  empty  praise  to  say.  that  he  is  one  of 
ithe  lights,  and  also  one  of  the  great  charms  of  the 
profession  at  the  present  day.  Gentlemen,  I  thank  yon 
for  your  patient  attention — you  are  always  but  too 
indulgent  to  me.  ("  No,  no.")  I  beg  to  propose  that 
we  drink  *' The  health  of  Dr.  Acland."  (Prolonged 
applause.) 

Dr.  AcLAND  (Radcliffe  Librarian)  returned  thanks, 
and  in  so  doing  said : — If  in  attempting  to  receive  you 
last  night  I  had  been  actuated  by  any  personal  motives, 
1  could  not  have  now  addressed  yon.  Dr.  Conolly  has 
•l>een  pleased,  in  most  eloquent  language,  to  paint  the 
feelings  of  his  heart  rather  than  the  drcomstances  I 
had  myself  been  engaged  in  on  the  preceding  day.  A 
.^od  painter,  if  he  paints  at  all,  paints  nut  what  he 
.sees  but  what  he  feels.  (Cheers.)  I  will  at  onoe 
•dismiss  any  personal  consideration,  but  I  think  you 
trill  believe  me  when  I  say  tliat  in  inriting  yon  la&t 
alight  I  asked  you  not  to  meet  me,  but  to  meet  together 
at  the  Radcliffe  Library.  (Hear,  hear.)  That  Library 
was  founded  by  a  physician,  and  its  trustees  have 
devoted  it  to  medical  and  natural  science.  When  the 
office  of  keeper  was  vacant,  several  candidates  appeared. 
I  was  induced  to  offer  myself  as  a  candidate  in  the  hupo 
that  the  office  might  not  pass  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
profession.     Your  President  (Dr.  Ogle)  will  remember 


that  I  said  to  him  in  a  narrow  lane  in  Oxford,  mm 
after  the  lamented  death  of  Dr.  Kidd,  that  the  BcgiM 
Professor  of  Medicine,  whoever  he  might  be,  eertab^ 
should  have  the  dome  of  the  Raddiffe  Library  ae  his 
official  residence.  (Cbisers.)  At  that  time  I  had  not 
the  slightest  reaaon  to  believe  that  the  office  of  Libna- 
rian  would  be  conferred  npon  me;  but  I  wished  the! 
he  who  was  at  the  head  of  medicine  in  Oxford,  aboald 
be  at  the  head  of  the  Library  also.  (Hear«  beer,) 
The  Radcliffe  Library  ia  placed  within  the  walla  of 
Oxford,  one  of  the  most  ancient  Universitiea  in  tlie 
world.  Now,  but  few  medical  men  issue  forth  ftosa 
this  University ;  and  this,  I  contend,  is  wrong.  The 
work  of  education  in  Oxford,  in  respect  of  medicine,  if 
defective.  (Hear,  hear.)  Although  I  appear  hers 
as  one  of  her  youngest  officers,  I  am  anxioos  that 
this  opportunity  shall  not  be  lost  of  making  knewa 
that  Oxford  has  a  great  work  to  do  for  itself  and  for 
the  conntry  in  this  respect;  and  that  she  can  and  wiB 
do  it.  (Hear,  hear.)  Gentlemen,  I  know  bow  ji« 
felt  last  night  at  the  Library ;  by  what  you  tibere  aav 
I  know  you  were  satisfied.  (Cheers.)  And  why 
satisfied  ?  Because  you  met  in  a  great  artistie  edifioe, 
second  to  none  in  Europe  ;-^yon  met  your  President  j— 
you  saw  represented  there  art ; — and  yon  also  rocognisei 
in  the  persons  of  the  Vice-Chancellor  and  the  Proetmi 
the  representatives  of  Utammg.  (Applanse.)  Bncaaep, 
in  addition  to  the  improvements  of  Weiss,  of  Smithy 
and  others,  yoa  saw  there  representations  of  scteaee  in 
the  deeper  and  hidden  paths,  made  known  in  the  works 
of  Cuvier,  Owen,'  and  other  great  men.  Trained  in 
such  way8  the  medical  student,  when  looking  npon  any 
organic  structure  (the  dry  boneM,  as  formerly  called), 
whether  healthy  or  morbid,  will  aee  in  it  aome  sort  of 
an  expression  of  the  laws  of  nature  which  God  has 
tmplanied  therein.  (Hear,  hear.)  Dr.  Acland,  after 
some  other  observations,  concluded  by  stating  that  he 
attempted  thus  humbly  to  represent  in  this  Universitj 
those  feelings  of  learning  and  truth  which  were  aharei 
by  all,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  and  which  made 
them  all  so  happy  last  night.  (  Dr.  Acland  then  resumed 
his  seat,  whereon  the  whole  company  rose  and  gave  him 
three  hesrty  cheers.) 

The  PuKBiDENT  proposed  '*  The  health  of  Mr.  Sooth, 
ex- President  of  the  College  of  Surgeons."     (Cheers.) . 

Itf  r.  South  returned  thanks,  and  gave  "  The  Mediesl 
Profession  in  Oxford." 

Mr.  Clbobury  returned  thanks  as  senior  sufceoa ; 
but  unfortunately  spolce  in  so  low  a  tone  of  voice  as  to 
be  inaudible  except  in  his  immediate  vicinity. 

The  next  toast  from  the  chair  was,  ^  The  health  of 
Dr.  Jackson  (Physician  to  the  Infirmary),  and  the 
Staff." 

Dr.  Jacksok  expressed  his  sense  of  the  hcwear 
conferred,  which  he  said  was  as  unexpected  ea  made- 
served. 

The  PaRSf  DBNT  then  proposed  '*  The  health  of  the 
ex  President,  Dr.  Jenks."     (Great  applause.) 

Dr.  Jinks,  in  returning  thanks,  said  it  was  aov 
thirty  years  since  he  had  paid  a  visit  to  Oxford.  He 
felt  sura  that  no  place  could  vie  with  it  either  m  the 
number  and  extent  of  its  public  buildings,  nor  yet  in  the 
magnifieenoe  of  (heir  endowments ;  and  equally  eerfeaia 
was  he  ti|et  no  place  could  have  been  found  whete  to 
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sdentific,  del%litfiil,  And  Buocessful  a  meeting  oonld 
%i;fe  been  held  «»tbe  present  had  been.  •   (Cheen.) 

.J}t.  AcLAXiB  i»opoaed,.  ''The  haalth  of  Proftnor 
Qndcettiy  and  all  the  VBriflfOS  '  artizana  and  laboiunera'  vho 
had  assisted  the  Association  on  the  preceding  night;" 
and  signified  his  r^ret  for  the  PR>fe8Sor*s  absence  from 
the  festive  board.  He  aUnded  to  the  great  advantages 
derived  by  the  snrgical  profession  from  the  inventaonft 
of  scientific  artiits. 

The  Frbsioknt  next  gave  "The  health  of  Mr. 
Hansard,  the  Local  Secretary,  and'the  Dinner  Com- 
mittee."   (Cheers.) 

.Mr.  Allkn  (Oxford)  acknowledged  the  compliment. 

'  Dr.  FoKBBS  gave  *'The  health  of  theVice-Preaidents/' 
ooopliiig  with  it  the  name  of  Mr.  James,  of  Exeter,  at 
whidi  place  it  would  be  remembered  the  Association  met 
with  a  very  hearty  reception.    (Cheers.) 

.Mr.  Jambs,  in  acknowledging  the  toast,  testified  to 
ilia  pleasure  it  had  always  afforded  him  to  aid  Sir 
Charles  Hastings  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the 
Associafcioii,  and  expressed  himself  mtich  gratified  that 
harmony  had  been  brought  about  between  the  members 
oi  the  profession  in  the  metropolis,  and  those  in  the 
pvovinoes,  a  state  of  things  which  he  hoped  would  long 
continue  to  exist.    (Loud  cheers.) 

The  PflAsiDBMT  then  left  the  chair,  it  being  eleven 
e'dock,  and  the  proceedings  of  tiie  Twentieth 
Anniversary  termmated. 


^rnmiirial  Mt^ul  ^  liirgitfll  Mml 


WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  4,  1852. 

Wb  insert  the  report  of  tlie  proceedings  at 
Oxford  exactly  as  furnished  ns  by  the  reporter 
appointed  by  the  Central  Conncil,  and  we  do 
not,  therefore,  hold  onrselyes  responsible  for  its 
accuracy,  though,  in  the  main,  we  believe  it  to 
be  a  faithful  record  of  this  remarkable  meeting. 

We  have  styled  it  remarkable,  inasmnch  as  it 
hB8  been  distingoished  by  careless  misstatements 
of  facts  which  have  been  brought  forward  by 
|rentlemen  in  the  heat  of  debate,  for  whose 
veracity  we  hare  the  greatest  respect,  and  who, 
we  verily  believe^  were  actuated  by  a  sincere 
desire  to  advance  the  cause  of  the  Association, 
and  of  the  profession  at  large.  But  it  has  also 
been  remarkable  for  the  most  curious  termination 
of  a  debate,  founded  upon  these  false  data^  which 
ever  occurred  in  any  society  of  educated  men. 
"Fca  it  is  the  fact,  as  recorded  by  our  reporter, 
that  after  the  amendment  of  Mr.  NuxNELSYhad 
been  negatived  by  a  majority  of  two,  and  after 
the  triumphant  party  had  insisted  upon  the  right 
which  their  slender  majority  gave  them,  of 
carrying  out  their  intention,  (appealing  to  the 


custom  of  the  House  of  Commons,)  they  yi^t, 
apparently  orerwhelmed  by  success,,  neglected 
to  follow  up  their  victory  by  having  the  original 
motion  carried.  We  can  only  account  for  this 
by  supposing  that  they  were  not  prepared  for 
their  success ;  but  whatever  the  cause,  certain  it 
is  that  if  tried  by  the  customs  of  the  tribunal  to 
which  they  themselves  appealed,  (the  House  of 
Commons,)  it  will  be  found  that  we  are  just  as  if 
nothing  had  been  done  at  Oxford  quoad  the 
change  of  place  for  publication.  We  do  not 
know,  nor  do  we  individually  care,  what  may  be 
the  result,  but  we  are  quite  dear  that  such  is 
the  state  of  affairs ;  and  it  is  still  more  unfortu* 
nate  that  no  special  meeting  can  rectify  the 
error,  for  every  change  of  law  must  be  made  at. 
an  anniversary  meeting. 

We  have  taken  no  part  whatever  in  the  late 
debate  in  defence  of  the  Journal,  because  we 
could  not  conscientiously  say  that  we  thought 
it  as  good  as  it  might  be  made;  but  we  did 
expect,  that  when  a  fair  and  impartial  Com* 
mittee  was  offered,  and  of  which  the  members 
were  approved  of  by  Dr.  Cowah,  to  investigate 
the  reasons  of  our  want  of  success,  with  full 
power  to  do  all  which  was  contemplated  by  Dr. 
CowAK,  if  so  decided  by  them  ;-«"we  repeat  it» 
that  we  did  expect  that  a  society  of  gentlemen, 
and  men  of  education,  would  not  have  refused 
that  trial  and  investigation  which  every  one  has 
a  right  to  ask,  and  in  this  country  has  usually 
only  to  ask  in  order  to  receive.  We  therefore 
cannot  do  otherwise  than  feel  some  slight  exul- 
tation, when  we  find  a  party,  who  were  so  ready 
to  blame  others  for  neglect  of  duty,  themselves 
neglecting  so  obvious  a  termination  to  their- 
labours.  And  we  rejoice,  for  the  sake  of  the 
Association  and  for  the  sake  of  the  profession  to 
which  we  belong,  that  there  wiQ  be  an  opportu- 
nity offered  next  year  of  cancelling  the  act  of" 
injustice  which  has  been  so  nearly  committed* 
by  going  into  the  investigation  in  a  fuU  and 
satisfactory  manner. 

That  an  act  of  injustice  was  attempted,  is  quite 
clear,  since  it  is  impossible  to  go  into  sudi  a 
complicated  business  in  a  general  meeting,  unless 
thai  meeting  resolves  itself  into  "  a  Committee  qT 
the  whole  house  "  for  after  the  party  attacked  has 
once  spoken,  he  must  keep  silence,  let  what  may 
be  said,  as  was  the  case  on  the  recent  occasion. 

We  are  not  now  going  to  attempt  a  refutation 
of  Dr.  Cowan's  positions,  which,  when  stripped 
of  the  eloquent  language  in  which  they  were 
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imiiped,  amounted  simplj  to  these  three  piopo- 
citiona: — let,  th&t  the  Assooiatioii  wm  going 
down  in  ite  nnmber  of  "  sabecribing  memben ;" 
2nd,  that  the  csnae  of  this  defalcation  is, 
ihat  the  Journal  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be; 
and,  3rd,  that  the  only  way  to  make  it  so,  is  to 
remove  it  to  London.  But,  as  we  have  publicly 
•flBade  a  statement  to  the  effect,  that  the  number 


of  "  subsoribiiig  memben"  was  nerer  sokrge  ai 
at  present^  which  statement  w3m  as  poUic^ 
disputed—for  it  cut  Dr.  Cowjji's  ground  firom 
under  his  feet— we  publish  the  f<^wi]ig  taUt^ 
which  shows  the  apparent  number  of  memlMn 
in  each  of  the  last  twelve  years,  together  with  the 
real  money  •receipts  in  each  year,  which  last  is  U10 
only  test  of  the  advance  of  the  AssoeiatioD. 
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M«mbm. 
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5 
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5 

£ 
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0 
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0 
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4 
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4 

, 
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1784 
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0 
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- 
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8i 
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61 
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8 
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3 
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9 

•" 
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5i 
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5* 
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7    3 

1849 

1760 

1718    0 

4 

18    0    4i 

tl700    0 

0 

^ 
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*1800 

1632^  6 

8 
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1616    4 
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1726  18 

1 
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1610  19 

7 

I     1592  13     1    1 

1852 

1632 

1638  18 

8» 

94     3    li 
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7 
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1 

*  Tear  in  vhich  defaalten  ven  firtt  ttnA  off. 

t  OfMt  ctertioBc  ««re  nade  this  year  to  get  tai  tke  anwn  In  eooM- 
4«eace  ofthi*  paysciit  to  Dr  Hpddw  Great. 

X  Plrtt  jew  of  uflloe  held  by  Mr.  Bbepperi*  when  tlie  aiieaie  wen 
4vetked  vp  Tery  eloMlf . 

From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that,  making 
allowance  for  the  last  short  year,  our  receipts  in 
the  last  three  years  have  averaged  about  £100  per 
annum  i^ore  than  the  average  of  the  previous 
three  years,  or.  of  the  average  receipts  of  1845, 
1846,  and  1847,  the  years  selected  by  Dr.  Cowak, 
which  were  £1516.  3s.  2d.  This  carelessness  in 
making  his  calculations  of  the  past  on  the  part 
of  Dr.  Cowan,  who  had  every  opportunity  of 
referring  to  the  reports  published  year  by  year 
in  the  Journal,  is  sufficient  to  lead  us  to  suppose 
that  he  is  equally  incorrect  in  his  budget  for 
1863.  But  here  we  cannot  possibly  disprove  his 
assertions,  since  we  have  failed,  both  publidy 
and  in  private,  to  obtain  a  sight  of  those  calcula- 
tions upon  which  he  based  his  proposition.  We 
can  only  say,  ex  uno  disce  omnes. 

As  we  premised  in  the  early  part  of  this 
article  we  do  not  charge  Dr.  Cowan  and  his 
party  with  more  than  carelessness,  but  of  this 
they  mu8t  stand  convicted  by  the  evidence  of 
figures  which  cannot  be  controverted.  We  know 
that  these  mistakes  might  easily  be  made,  but 


S  Tliie  peer  oalr  eeaakted  of  *\mm 
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■ttniveraaiy  meeting  oecnninf  ob«  niontb  eerUer  tkna  ygtrnk,  olkcfviK  ite 
fffce^u  tt  the  yeer  would  have  acceded  M\90\  aiid  coMe«aMd|k  Ai 
nierafe  of  Che  tiiite  yonn  iionid  hsM  ben  ahMtt  .«lSJOi 


we  think  that  due  care  was  not  taken  in  so  grMS 
a  matter ;  and  we  contend,  that  when  the  whole 
basis  of  calculation  adduced  by  one  gentteHi, 
is  disputed  by  another,  the  least  that  the  focmer 
can  do  is,  to  go  into  the  matter  and  settle  ite 
truth  before  proceeding  to  an  irrevooable  deciiifla 
upon  it.  Such  was  the  course  we  should  hire 
expected  from  Dr.  Cowan,  and  such,  we  tkiak, 
on  cool  reflection,  he  will  himself  oonsider  ought 
to  have  been  taken. 

We  have,  in  justice  to  ourselves,  thought  it 
right  to  publish  the  above  remarks  on  the  past» 
and  for  the  future  we  have  only  to  remind  Ike 
members  of  the  AsROciation,  that  as  the  flofe 
responsibility  of  the  conduct  of  the  Jcmnd 
devolves  upon  us,  by  the  resignation  of  Dr* 
Ranking,  we  trust  that  we  shall  have  their  mf- 
port  so  long  as  we  hold  the  office  of  Editor.  We 
have  been  asked  to  do  so  uiitil  a  auoeessor  li 
appointed,  and  though  burning  with  a  sense  d 
the  injustice  committed,  we  have  oomplied.wi^ 
the  request,  and  whether  we  hold  that  office  for  sot 
months  or  longer,  we  will  leave  no  stone  untonsl 
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to  improre  its  maaagement.  From  tome  expe- 
nenee  in  thiB  aiduoiu  duty,  we  believe  we  have 
airired  at  It  knowledge  of  the  c^ubm  wMeh  bare 
impeded  ibat  foil  success  which  aQ  have  equaU j 
at  beart,  and  whether  as  Editor,  or  as  a  member 
of  the  Central  Coimoil,  we  shall  at  all  times  be 
ready  to  gire  the  results  of  our  experience  to 
any  Committee,  either  large  or  small,  which  may 
be  empowered  to  investigate  this  important 
element  in  the  success  of  the  Association.  But 
it  neither  comports  with  our  ideas  of  professional 
decorum  nor  of  the  character  of  a  gentleman 
to  bandy  words  in  an  assemblage  of  excited 
partizans. 

It  is  a  common  proverb  that  "  lookers  on  see 
the  most  of  the  game,"  and  we  therefore  are 
induced  to  insert  the  following  extract  from  the 
leading  article  of  the  Medical  Times  and  Gazette, 
which  puts  the  matter  in  so  clear  a  light,  that  it 
is  unnecessary  for  us  to  do  more  than  thank  our 
eot^ir4re  for  bis  kind  and  complimentary  defence 
of  our  position: — 

^*  Adiikitting  the  expediency  of  thb  Association 
having  its  own  organ,  of  which  we  have  some 
doubts,  the  question  of  removal  turns  entirely 
on  two  points — Can  the  Jounud  be  got  out 
eheaper  in  London,  and  can  its  matter  be  better 
done  P  With  regard  to  the  first  point,  no  very 
sajdafactory  evidence  was  laid  before  the  meeting. 
Dr.  CowAX  stated  that  the  Journal  could  be 
pfubliahed  in  London  for  £1200  a-year,  and  Mr. 
Wjllsh  disputed  the  fact.  With  respect  to  the 
aecoAd  point,  we  take  leave  to  say,  that  the 
flcientific  value  of  the  Journal  must  depend 
entirely  on  the  members  of  the « Association 
themselves.  The  original  communications  are 
the  mainstay  of  a  scientific  journal, ;  and,  unless 
jthere  ar^  good  contributors  the  best  Editors  in 
the  world  would  make  a  mess  of  it.  No  one 
can  deny,  indeed,  the  abUity  of  Dr.  Bancikg 
and  Mr.  Walsh;  and  we  doubt  whether  the 
Association  can  procure  any  Editors  in  London 
who  are  better  qualified  than  these  two  eminent 
practitioners.  Would,  then,  the  mere  publican 
tion  in  London  improve  and  widen  the  class  of 
original  contributors  P  We  doiibt  it  very  much. 
It  is  the  circulation  of  a  journal  that  draws  con- 
tribution. Men  make  known  their  labours 
through  the  medium  that  gives  them  the  greatest 
pttblieity.  One  speaker  said,  at  the  meeting, 
that  good  writers,  when  asked  to  contribute  to 
the  Journal,  replied,  that  they  "  would  not  bury 
their  articles  in  that  catacomb."  But  there  are 
journals  in  London,  as  well  as  in  Worcester, 
which  are  merely  decent  burying-places  for  non- 
b  viable  essays.  The  experiment  has  already  been 
tried  by  the  Provincial  Association,  and  proved 


to  be  a  fiulure ;  the  next  time  it  is  tried,  tiio 
result  wiU  be  the  same. 

**  If  the  members  of  the  Association  do  not 
likojheir  Journal  to  be  a  "  catacomb,"  let  them 
put  into  it  something  that  has  vif^our,  and  will 
live.  They  are  the  real  culprits  in  this  matter, 
and  not  those  scape-goats—their  Editors.  We 
believe  that  Dr.  Banking  and  Mr.  Walsh  have 
been  most  unhandsomely  treated.  We  have 
not  hesitated  to  difier  occasionally  from  the 
Provincial  Journal ;  bat  we  have  always  had  a 
sincere  respect  for  its  Editors.  They  have,  we 
believe,  done  all  that  men  could  do ;  but  they 
have  been  lukewarmly  supported  by  the  great 
body  of  their  members,  and  have  been  cramped 
by  want  of  funds.  If  the  members  of  the 
Association  want  a  good  journal,  they  must  woric 
for  it,  and  they  must  pay  for  it,  and  then  they 
may  publish  it,  if  they  lijce,  at  the  Land's  End." 


€imsffSBiautt^ 


ON  THE    CASE  OF  DOUBLE  AMPUTATION 
REPORTED  BY  *'NIL  DESPERANDUM." 


7b  iheJRdiUor  ^f  thePrwrineUU  Medical  and  Surgical 
Jcunud, 

Sir, — In  a  case  of  double  ampotation  related  by 
"  Nil  Desperandmn,"  the  patieot  does  not  appear  to 
have  had  chloroform  administered.  Woald  yoa  aaoer- 
tafai'the  reason,  as  I  am  very  much  interested,  haTtng 
lately  bad  occasion  to  perform  the  operation  twice,  in 
neither  of  which  was  it  deemed  advisable  to  use  the 
remedy.  If  this  should  involve  much  trouble,  pray 
think  no  more  about  it. 

Yours  very  truly, 

JOHN  LAWRENCE,  Juk. 

[As  we  have  not  the  address  of  '*  Nil  Desperandnm/' 
we  shall  be  obliged  by  his  answering  the  above  qucs^on,— 
Ed.J.1 


MtMl  ^tttelligmt. 


DEATH  OP  MR.  VINCENT. 
The  medical  profession  and  the  public  generally  wiU 
regret  to  hear  th  it  this  estimable  gentleman  expired 
suddenly  on  the  evening  of  the  1 7th  instant,  at  bis 
country  house,  Woodlands  Manor,  near  Wrotbam, 
Kent.  Mr.  Vinrant  commenced  the  study  of  the  pro- 
fession under  the  late  Mr.  Long,  of  Lincoln's  Inn 
Fields,  and  was  the  last  and  favourite  appreniice  of  that 
gentleman ;  and,  at  bis  master's  death,  suooeded  to  his 
practice,  which  he  carried  on  until  a  few  years  since,  in 
the  same  house,  exactly  opposite  the  College  of  Surgeons. 
Of  this  iuMticution  he  became  a  member  on  the  20th  of 
March,  1800;  and  on  the  12th  of  Jaly,  1822,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Council,  in  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  decease  of  Mr.  George  Chandler. 
Previously  to  this,  however,  he  had  been  appointed  an 
Assistant-Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  from 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


lAAA  Mtablisbment  he  la^ly  retired  as  Senior-SiirgeoD, 
with  the  respect  and  admiration  of  his  colleagues, 
popils,  and  nomeroos  friends,  who  immediately  opened 
A  sabsciiption  to  present  a  testimonial  of  their  esteem 
to  a  man  who  had  conciliated  all  parties  by  the  extreme 
Mndnfffff  of  his  disposition,  and  strict  attention  2k  the 
performanoe  of  his  duties.  On  the  5th  of  January, 
1828,  Mr.  Vincent  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Court 
of  Examiners,  in  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  Mr.  Thompson  Forster;  and  on  the  13th  of 
July,  1832,  he  was  unanimously  elected  President  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons ;  in  1840,  this  honour 
was  again  confened  on  him ;  and  no  doubt  many  who 
read  this  short  biographical  sketch  of  the  deceased  will 
remember  the  eloquent  tribute  paid  to  him  by  Mr. 
Luke,  in  the  last  Honterian  Oration.  The  deceased 
has  left  a  widow  and  three  sons;  the  eldest,  John 
Vincent,  is  a  barrister-at-law;  the  second  is  the  Rct. 
Osman  Vincent;  and  the  youngest,  the  Rev.  Richard 
Fteinter  Vnicent,  is  the  perpetual  curate  of  Woodlands, 
near  Wrotham,  Kent ;  a  Church  built,  and  to  a  great 
extent  endowed^  throug;h  the  instrumentality  of  the 
fiunily. 


shire;  JohnHeotyCknild,  India;  Harry Ifsy,  Stafford-- 
shire ;  Peter  Wood  Spark ;  Algeron  Sndlow,  Weybridge; 
Charles  Whitefield,  Barnstaple,  Devon. 

Gentlemen  adfriitted  members  on  the  22nd  July :-» 
Henry  Ayliffe,  Adelaide,  South  Australia;  Augustus 
Edward  Davies,  Rutlin,  North  Wales;  Eugene  Burke 
Dorkan,  Liverpool ;  Hanson Ktison, Hull;  John  Wm* 
Howard,  jnn. ;  William  Aaton  Lewis,  Aldeiley^ 
Edmund  Shaw,  Thatcham,  Berks. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  on  the  16th 
instant:— William  Edward  Ayerst,  London;  George 
William  Callender,  Clifton,  Gloucestershire;  Alexander 
Mackenzie  Edwards,  London;  Henry  James  EUery, 
Truro,  Cornwall;  James  Hartley,  Settle,  Yorkshire; 
John  Whitaker  Hulke,  Deal;  George  Alhm  Hutton, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne;  Charles  Row,  Shaldon,  Devon; 
David  Augustus  Martin  Talbott,  WrexaU,  Somerset- 
shire ;  Gerage  Terry,  Northampton. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  on  the  19th 
instant :—Willhim  Bruce  Armstrong,  Dublin;  John 
Milford  Bamett,  Belftuit ;  Arthur  Cuthbertson  Edwards, 
Vaaburgh  Fields,  Bkckheath ;  Frederick  Hall,  Ltncohi ; 
Robert  Knaggs,  London ;  William  Jackson  Marshall, 
Ilkiston,  Dtfbyshire ;  Frederick  Moon,  London;  James 
William  Moorhouse,  Australia;  William  Overend 
Priestley,  Leeds ;  Otway  Buxton  Thibon,  St.  John's, 
Antigua,  West  Indies;  Thomas  Webb,  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  Warwickshire. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
the  23rd  instant :^Geoige  AUcard,  London;  David 
Arthur,  Neath,  Glamorganshire ;  Richard  B.  Benson, 
Bayswater ;  EbenezerDavies,  Swansea,  Glamorganshire; 
James  Doubleday,  Blackfriars  Road ;  Wm.  Edmunds, 
Canterbury;  William  Greenfield,  Belfast;  Joseph 
Kaye,  Bombay ;  Henry  John  Davis  Matthews,  Cam- 
berwdl;  Henry  Gaitskell  Norse,  Montague  Place, 
Islington ;  Edward  Cooper  Willis,  Leamington,  War- 
wickshire. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  on  the  26th 
instant:— Thomas  Brookes,  Whitchurch,  Salop;  Henry 
Wm.  Prattenton  Brydges,  New  York;  Thomas  QuiUer 
Couch,  Polperro,  Cornwall;  James  William  Duffy, 
Chili,  South  America;  Alfred  Edmund  Gabriel,  Col- 
himpton«  Devon;  Alfred  Hedger,  South  Street^  West 
■  Square,  Sonthwark;  Richard  Hesking,  Marasion, 
Cornwall;  Henry  Osborne,  Northampton;  Henry 
Sacheverel  Edward  Schroeder,  Australia;  Reginald 
Beyley  Walters,  Wmchester. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  on  the  28th 
instant '.—Alexander  Mundell  Champneys,  Mile  End 
New  Town ;  CUu-k  Armstone  Ducket,  Spaldmg,  Lin- 
eolnsUre;  Leopold  Beharrell  Fox,  Shoreditch;  Wm. 
Price  Jones,  Bate,  North  Wales;  Marten  Perry,  Aylton 
Court,  Ledbury;  John  Denning  Tucker,  Sheepwash, 
Devon. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  the  15th  July:— 
C^d  Bringloe,  Becdes;  John  Cautley,  Hedon,  York- 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr.  Wildbore,  of  Charlotte  Street,  Fltzroy  Square, 

and  Mr.  Adams,  of    Glouoester  Cresoent,  Regentfa 

Park,  have  lately  been  appointed  medical  officers  tat 

the  western  and  north-western  districts  of  St.  Ptaicns. 


KENT  OPHTHALMIC  HOSPITAL. 

Major  Wayth  has  bequeathed  jTlOO  to  this  charity; 
Miss  Waller,  of  Sandwich,  has  also  preaented  £2Q 
towards  the  building  fund. 


OBITUARY. 
July  10th,  at  Midhurst,    Sussex,    aged  30,   Dkw 
Gosden,  Assistant  Staff  Surgeon,  and  late  of   H.M. 
84th  Element. 

July  I3th,  at  Oldham,  Thomas  Flawsitt,  Esq^  a  my 
active  member  of  the  Association. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

On  the   Anatomy  and    Phynokgy  of  the  Male 
Urethra,  and  on  the  Pathology  of  Strictures  of  that 
Canal.      By  Henry  Hancock,   F.RC.S. 
Higfaley  and  Son.     1852.    pp.  86. 

Researches  and  Obaervalaons  on  ScroMooa 
«f  the  External  Lymphatic  Glands;  with  Cases, 
ing  its  connection  with  Pulmonary  Coo8umptiQi&  and 
other  Diseases.   By  Thomas  Balman,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,. 
and  L.S.A.      London :  Longman,  Brown,  Green,  aad       , 
Longmans.     1851.    pp.  189. 

The  Physical  Diagnosis  of  Diseases  of  tlie  AbdoHMH* 
By  Edward  Ballard,  M.D.,  Lend.  London:  TKjkr, 
Walton,  and  Maberly.     1832.    pp.  276. 

The  Spirometer,  the  Stethoscope,  and  Scale  Babnee; 
their  Use  in  Discriminating  Diseases  of  the  Chest*  and 
their  value  in  Life  Offices;  with  remarks  on  the 
Selection  of  Lives  ior  Life- Assurance  Companies.  By 
John  Hutchinson,  M.D.  London:  John  ChurdtlL 
1852.    pp.  75. 

The  Symptoms  and  Treatment  of  Ihe  DieeoiSi  of 
Pregnancy.  By  William  John  Anderson, '  F.R.C.S. 
London:  John  Crurchill.     1852.    pp.119. 

The  Half-Yeariy  Abstract  of  the  Medical  Sdeooes. 
By  W.  H.  Banking,  M.D.,  Cantab.  VoL  XV. 
January  to  June,  1852.  London :  John  ChnrsUB. 
Princes  Street,  Soho.     1852.    pp.  384. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin^    ^y 
J.  Moore  Neligan,  M.D.,  M.R.I.A.     Dublin 
and  Co.     1852.    pp.  429. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

NOTICB     TO     MBMBERS. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  accesdon  of  new  meabtf 
during  the  present  year,  the  first  eight  numben  of  tb 
volume  now  in  course  of  publication  are  out  of  print. 
J.  P.  SHEPPARD. 

Worcester,  August  3rd,  1852.  Secrataiy. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Mr.  Yearsley's  communication  arrived  too  late  for  b 
tion  in  the  present  number. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL, 


LECTURES 

ON  THB 

DISEASES    OP  CHILDREN, 

BXUTSBSD  nr  TBB 

Chatham  Street  School  of  Medicine,  Mancheeier, 
By  Dr.  MEREI, 

MIw  ^  tht  EumparUm  Jcadtmp,  tat*  Pro/Mwr  ^  tie  Higtary  «/  Mtdieine 
9t  me  Vnhtnitw  ^  Fttth,  Climioal  Prqflu$9r^1kt  DimMU  •f  OaUtrtn, 
mU  JHrtetor  «f  the  CMUren'M  B9tfUtA  at  Putk  ;  Ftflou  tf  tke  iaqmrtei 
M0€ietp  ^  VitioMf  etc, 

LECTUBE    XI. 

Fev^rt  m  their  oitjeetiw^  appearance  in  istfanta  and 
children  under  three  yean  i  their  more  alarming 
aspect :  relation  qf  different  ogee,  to  different  kinde  of 
fetfers*  The  principal  eymptome  and  their  compara' 
Opc  analp*i»»  The  whole  objective  deeeription  qf  a 
primary  paroxyam.  ComparaHoe  and  eynthetio 
procedure  n^  forming  our  opinion  on  a  recently' 
developed  fever ;  prudent  reserve  qfthe  practitioner; 
change*  to  be  expected  within  the  Jiret  thirty-eig 


GsNTLEMSN,— Haying  in  ihe  fonner  series  of  lectures 
CQCposed  what  I  would  call  preliminary  notions,  I  come 
now  to  speak  on  special  diseases.  I  intend,  before  all, 
to  derole  a  few  lectures  to  fevere  m  itrf'ante  and  young 
children,  considered  as  they  appear  to  yonr  senses,  by 
oiffeetive  eymptoms,  without  the  aid  of  words  on  the 
pnt  of  the  patient,  and  how  to  manage  them  accordingly. 
My  inquiries  will  almost  entirely  rqfer  to  the  tender  age 
under  three  yean,  because  in  proportion  to  the  advancing 
age,  all  kinds  *of  peculiarities  in  form,  diagnosis  and 
treatment,  and  all  kinds  of  difficulties  become  less.  In 
tiiia  task  I  have  no  predecessors^  and  you  will  find 
nothing  of  the  kind  in  books ;  but  I  am  convinced  of 
its  usefulness  and  of  the  possibility  of  giving  the  young 
pnustitioner  some  valuable  hints  and  directions. 

Fevers  in  children  form  a  most  arduous  part  of 
practice.  You  will  have  occasion  to  notice  constantly, 
that  as  soon  as  a  child  shows  the  expressive  symptoms 
of  fever,  the  parents  get  uncommonly  afraid  and  excited, 
and  the  position  of  the  physician  becomes  a  very  diffi- 
cult one.  The  reason  of  this  is  clear.  It  is  the  greater 
▼diemenoe  and  obscurity  of  symptoms.  Bethink  your- 
sdf  of  two  patients  affected  with  the  same  kind  and 
degree  of  fever;  the  one  a  man  and  the  other  an  infant. 
On  both  y^  observe,  without  asking,  a  high  degree  of 
iMat,  great  frequency  of  the  iplse,  both  with  great 
Janguor  on  their  countenance,  heavily  moaning,  and 
refbsiog  food.  You  auscultate  both,  and  find  nothing 
importttnt  in  the  chest.  So  far  you  are  on  equal 
diagnoetical  terms  wi&  the  man  and  the  infant;  but 
ycm  fisel  not  satisfied.  That  .expression  of  languor 
and  iliat  moaning  make  you  anxious,  and  you  will  now 
waOk  aome  questions.  The  man  answers : — he  feels  no 
decided  pain  anywhere,  but  giddiness  and  heavy  pressure 
ia  Ma  forehead,  fulness  and  pressure  m  the  epigastrium, 
and  bitter  taste  in  the  mouth.  And  now  you  feel  satis- 
itod  and  easy  about  the  patient;  you  prescribe  an 


emetic  with  the  fullest  confidence.  But  suppose  he 
could  not  have  spoken  a  word ;  what  a  difference  to  your 
understanding  of  the  case  1  And  so  you  are  with  the 
infisint;  and  yet  you  cannot  stop  there,  you  must  endea- 
vour therefore,  by  some  other  meanJ  of  investigation^ 
to  sdpply  the  want  of  words.  ^' 

'fhere  is  reason  for  anxiety  in  these  cases  indeed. 
Strong  fever  is  always  connected  with  headache,  and 
headache  connected  with  fever  in  a  child  may  appear  as 
meningitis,  whilst  words  might  have  convinced  you 
otherwise.  In  the  same  manner,  some  obscure  symptoms 
of  pain  in  the  abdomen,  whilst  the  skin  is  hot  and  the 
pulse  running  over  1 40,  may  lead  you  to  suspect  enteritis, 
where  an  intelligent  patient  might  have  dispelled  that 
fear.  You  see  here  the  necessity  of  some  other  means 
of  observation  and  diagnostical  construction  in  order  to 
supply  the  want  of  words. 

And  yet  even  the  eruptive,  and  the  typhoid^  almost 
the  only  fevers  you  meet  with  in  treatises  on  children's 
diseases,  are  treated,  to  a  great  extent,  in  a  manner 
which  supposes  intelligent  patients;  and  subjective 
symptoms,  and  other  fevers  are  more  neglected  still. 

My  present  task,  therefore,  is  to  draw  your  attention 
to  those  phenomena  and  signs,  which  you  must  detect 
for  yourselves  on  the  child  affected  with  fever,  who 
does  not  reflect  and  cannot  express  his  sufferings  ;  and 
to  show  you  the  way,  how  to  form  the  diagnosis,  or  at 
least  an  opinion  upon  the  case^  and  give  you  soma 
directions  for  treatmeikt. 

I  have  not  to  speak  here  on  the  theory  of  fevers. 
Very  generally,  and  with  good  reason,  a  great  class  df 
feven  is  admitted,  prtmarity  and  essentially,  as  general 
disorders  qf  the  blood  and  nervous  system,  which  may 
begin  as  such,  ani  run  to  a  happy  or  an  unhappy  ter- 
mination as  such:  but  in  the  course  of  which  also 
different  local  disorders  can  arise,  of  different  importance. 
Even  pneumonia  or  enteritis  are  so-t  etimes  preceded  for  a 
good  while  by  fever,  before  they  appear  in  their  first 
rudiments.  Our  predecessors  of  ancient  times  said  of 
similar  instance «; — "  Febris  in  pnlmones, — in  inteslana 
lapsa."  Our  present  purpose  is  to  con  ider  fev  rs  on 
children,  in  which  fever  it- elf,  with  its  general  disorders, 
plays  the  prominent  part ;  but  it  is  clear  in  this  task, 
we  must  frequently  refer  to  different  kinds  of  local 
affections,  which  may  be  concealed  under  the  general 
phenomena  of  the  disordered  blood  and  nervous  system^ 
and  which  in  many  cases  become  more  important  than 
those  general  febrile  disorders.  Therefore  a  treatise 
on  fevers  cannot  be  kept  strictly  separated  from  those 
concerning  local  affections. 

There  is  a  facility  in  the  fact,  that  children  are  liable  to 
the  same  fevers  as  adults;  that,  consequently,  the 
knowledge  we  have  got  by  the  words  of  intelligent 
patients,  can  fill  out  one  part  of  the  vacuum  left  on  the 
speechless  child.  Thus  the  first  advice  I  give  you  for 
that  object  of  practice,  is,  when  you  have  to  atten  i  a 
child  in  fever,  take  the  case  up  exactly  in  its  objective 
symptoms,  then  recollect  or  imagine  one  similar  in  a 
grown-up  patient,  after  which  make  a  sort  of  applicatioa 
of  those  symptoms  of  the  latter,  which  you  have  or 
might  have  got  by  his  words,  to  the  illustration  of  the 
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fomer.  I  will  expUda  myself  by  an  emnple.  SiippoM 
y<Hi  have  before  yoa  a  little  chfld  under  hesTy  feyer 
rinoe  yesterdayy  bis  skin  yery  hot,  the  puWe  abe^  IhO, 
the  respbration  yety  quick,  aooompanied  by  ^bt 
moaning,  wiiidi  appears  to  be  abort,  as  if  cut  off  j  tbe 
cbild  lies  qnietl/,  with  some  expression  of  loivgnor  .on 
his  coontenanoe,  the  sbdomen  a  little  tense*  Yon 
eaose  it  to  be  lifted  np  in  the  arms  of  tbe  mother,  ex- 
amine eyery  part  of  tbe  body^  nse  anscnitation  and 
pereussion^  with  a  negatiye  resnlt ;  languor  and  a  plain- 
tfye  moaning  become  more  apparent.  There  must  be 
pain  somewhere,  you  say,  but  jroa  know  not  where. 
You  imagine,  now,  a  similar  group  of  symptoms  on  an 
adult.  You  might  haye  requested  him  to  make  a  deep 
inspiration,  and  upon  trying  to  do  so,  be  might  haye 
felt  checked  by  pain  in  one  side  of  the  chest.  Now 
you  conjecture,  perhaps^  this  may  be  the  case  with  .the 
child ;  but  how  will  jou  ascertain  it  ?  You  must  find 
oceans  to  make  him  more  deeply  inspire.  Under 
aimilar  circumstances  I  haye  been  led  to  lay  my  hand 
across  the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  and  posh  in  a  gentle 
and  gradual  way  the  yiscera  towards  the  diaphragm  up 
into  the  chest,  in  order  to  restrict  that  cayity  and  con- 
strain the  child  to  forcible  inspirations,  which  I  could 
not  obtain  by  words.  In  fact,  in  doing  so,  I  obtained 
what  I  wanted ;  I  saw  the  child  could  not  freely  inspire ; 
he  became  angry  under  my  pressing,  and  began  to  cry, 
but  it  appeared  at  once  that  eyen  crying  was  precluded 
by  pain.  And  now,  by  some  more  dose  examination 
by  auscultation,  together  with  appropriate  positions  and 
moyements  performed  with  the  child,  I  could  eyen  con- 
jecture in  which  side  was  the  seat  of  pain.  And  then, 
regarding  the  degree  of  heat  and  pulse  in  proportion  to 
tiie  yisible  degree  of  pain^  in  the  chest,  without  riUei, 
without  dulness,  only  the  second  day  after  the  feyer  had 
commenced,  I  was  allowed  to  conjecture  rheumatic 
feyer  with  pleurodynia. 

This  may  serve  only  as  an  example  of  a  possibility. 
Your  comparison  and  induction  (different  in  different 
cases)  will  not  always  come  to  a  clear  conclusion  on  the 
child,  but  I  belieye  you  will  find  useful  that  littie  mental 
operation  in  your  diagnostical  exertions. 

Tbe  relation  of  children  to  fever,  however,  differs  in 
many  points  from  that  of  grown-up  people.  Some 
species  are  at  certain  periods  of  childhood  more,  others 
less  f^quent ;  or  their  intensity  and  effects  are  different. 
Thus  eruptive  fevers  are  seldom  met  with  befocQ  the 
fourth  month ;  they  are  the  most  frequent  betw^n  the 
seventh  and  twelfth  year.  Abdominal  typhus  is  rare 
before  the  eighth,  or  at  least  not  characterised  in  the 
same  degree  on  the  intestines,  as  from  the  eighth  year 
upwards.  Intermittents  and  bilious  fever,  even  during 
severe  epidemics,  (as  I  bad  opportunity  to  witness  some,) 
seldom  attack  tender  infants ;  under  the  third  month  1 
scarcely  remember  one  case  of  the  former,  and  under  a 
year  and  a  half  none  of  the  latter.  Again,  we  observe 
just  in  tbe  most  tender  age  a  kind  of  secondary  asthenic 
fever,  which  in  this  form  is  rare  at  a  more  advanced 
period  of  life.  In  general  the  course  of  any  high 
fever  is  in  children  more  rapid,  towards  recovery  or 
death;  remissions,  however,  are  more  salient,  and  very 


common  in  yoiaiig  children.  And  there  are  many  oAer 
pecoliarities  in  the  oouae,  character  of  reaction,  bamm, 
and  complications. 

The  nature,  stage,  and  complications  of  a  feyer  in  a 
Utile  child,  we  recognise  merely  by  objectiyesymptonis. 
The  most  apparent^  constant,  and  therefore  important 
of  these  are,  abtiormal  Jn^puney  qf  the  jw/se,  tmd 
abnormal  heat  of  the  dan.  Proportional  to  the  degree 
of  tiiese,  we  observe  a  greater  frequency  of  the  respi- 
ratory acts,  lassitude,  and  others,  less  constant^  or  leaa 
accessible  to  our  senses. 

If  we  ask,  which  degree  of  frequency  of  the  pnla^ 
and  which  of  heat,  form  tiie  limit  between  simple 
excitement  (erethism)  and  fisyer  ?  Hus  question  it  is 
impossible  to  exactiy  answer.  A  pulse  of  120,  130, 
or  more,  may  be  present  for  some  time  in  a  healthy  infoDt, 
whilst  that  of  90  may  be,  in  an  elder  chOd,  a  febrile 
pulse.  In  general  you  must  yalne  the  fluency  w3& 
regard  to  the  age.  On  ayerage  terms  the  puke  is  man 
frequent  in  proportion  to  the  more  tender  age; 
from  about  5  to  25  more  pulsations  than  in  adntts. 
As  to  the  skin,  we  observe  generally  a  little  knrer 
temperature  in  the  first  few  weeks  after  birth,  ihen  it 
appears  commonly  higher  than  in  mature  age,  but 
never  attains  in  fever  that  high  degree  of  dry  heat  whidi 
imparts  to  our  hands  almost  a  bummff  sensation  before 
about  the  seventh  or  eighth  year.  The  skin  of  yonng 
children  maintains  sometimes,  even  in  high  fever^  a 
degree  of  softness. 

According  to  the  great  sensibility  and  mobilif  y  oi  the 
the  tender  age,  both  heat  and  pulse  vary  more  than  in 
adults  in  short  spaces  of  time;  slight  causes  are 
sufficient  to  increase  both  much  higher  within  tlie  limits 
of  health,  but  this  yery  sensibility  will  make  them  also 
more  liable  to  be  thrown  into  real  febrile  disorder. 
Matters  connected  with  life  do  Jiot  allow  absolute  limits 
and  terms.  I  should  say,  a  child  under  three  years  can 
be  considered  to  be  in  fever  if,  under  ordinaiy  drcom- 
stances,  and  in  prolonged  quiet  position,  its  pulse  is 
above  100,  and  at  tbe  same  time  the  akin  feels  unooaa- 
monly  hot. 

The  whole  olffecHve  appearance  qf  an  aitaci  of  pri' 
mary  fever,  I  would  characterise  as  follows : — For  a 
few  hours,  sometimes  even  days,  the  child  appeared  to 
be  less  cheerful  and  lively  than  usual;  persons  aociis- 
tomed  to  see  it  wiU  have  noticed  a  change  in  his 
countenance,  and  a  degree  of  languor;  sweet  and 
quiet  temperaments  show  restlessness  and  initabifity ; 
sleepiness,  but  no  tranquil  sleep.  Elder  children  am 
desirous  to  be  put  into  their  bed,  but  in£uits  and  yoong 
children  generally  wUl  not  remain  there  quietly,  and 
must  be  taken  up  in  the  arms. 

These  sjrmptoms  precede,  in  some  cases,  only  veiy 
shortly,  tbe  stage  of  cold,  if  it  has  to  come ;  in  foct» 
however,  rigor  is  by  far  not  so  common  a  symptom  at 
the  commencement  of  fevers  in  children  as  in  grown-np 
people;  and  shivering ^  even  in  intermittents,  (of  wtiich  I 
have  observed  great  epidemics,)  is  exceedingly  rare 
under  one  year  of  age.  Under  the  fourth  montik  I 
have  never  seen  it ;  if  it  takes  place  then,  we  obeerve 
the  child  slightiy  tremble,  when  it  appears  to  draw  ti» 
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limbfldoBe  to  ite  body;  the  naili  of  its  fingers  become 
blue,  the  counteiumce  pale  and  collapsed,  bluish  about 
the  eyelids,  breathing  quicker  ind  more  audible,  the 
pulse  augments  to  about  95,  100,  or  more,  and  rather 
gmall.  Yomiting  Is  not  unfireqaent  at  that  time ;  abo 
a  little  dry  superficial  coughing,  is  not  rare.  '  ' 

This  aiage  qf  cold,  if  present  at  all,  may  continue  for 
^ome  minutes,  and  in  little  children  rarely  longer  thldi 
ten  or  twenty ;  in  older,  in  jiure  instances,  an  hour  or 
longer,  during  which  the  skin  feels  cool,  or  at  least  less 
'warm  than  usual,  and  that  of  the  nose  and  feet  decidedly 
oooL  The  skin  does  not,  in  general,  feel  so  rough  as 
in  adults.  During  that  time  the  majority  of  nurslings 
do  not  take  the  breast,  or  only  for  a  short  time. 

After  that  group  of  symptoms,  more  or  less  complete, 
most  generally  without  perceptible  cold,  and  frequently 
•only  limited  to  languor  and  low  spirits,  the  skin  becomes 
.gradually  hot  o?er  the  whole  body ;  freqaently  first  on  the 
epigastrium,  in  some  cases  rather  on  the  front,  but  it 
extends  then  to  the  bands  and  feet.  The  skin  has  lost  its 
softness,  but  becomes  not  so  dry  as  in  older  children 
•or  adults.  The  pulse  increases  to  140,  160,  or  more, 
particularly  in  young  infants,  and  continues  hard,  and 
fTather  small;  distinctions  which,  however,  we  cannot 
■easily  make  in  Tery  young  infants,  their  arteries  being 
4oo  small  for  it.  In  the  same  proportion  the  respiration 
gets  more  quick,  frequent  and  noisy.  In  most  esses 
heavy  sleep  befalls  the  child,  but  it  is  restless,  with 
occasional  loud  moaning,  and  starting  up.  The  eyes 
are  shut,  or  half  shut,  with  occasional  or  constant 
perpendi  uUtr  torinklea  on  the  front;  the  mouth  per- 
forms frequenfly  a  kind  of  suCking,  or  other  unconscious 
movement;  the  countenance  becomes  flashed  and  turgid; 
increase  of  thirst,  which  in  infants  is  manifested  by 
frequent  desire  of,  and  avidity  in,  sucking ;  the  tongue 
and  cavity  of  the  mouth  may  now  become  dryer  than 
■usual,  but  not  always,  and  not  to  such  a  degree  as  in 
grown-up  people ;  nor  must  you  expect  in  them  that 
thick,  yellow,  or  brown  fur  on  the  tongue;  no  urine,  or 
▼ery  scanty,  and  leaving  some  stain  on  the  linen  ;  the 
ibowels  more  frequently  confined. 

Dry  heat  may  last,  or  even  increase,  for  some  hours, 
.seldom  longer  than  twenty-four,  without  some  change 
in  its  intensity.  In  infante  and  young  children  vomiting 
•or  ecclampsy  are  not  unfrequent  daring  that  stage,  and 
under  ordinary  circumstences,  attdin  good  constitutions, 
aeldom  dangerous,  bat  always  very  alarming  to  the 
fiunily.  Febrile  headache  may  be  considered  as  fre- 
quently their  source.  Intermittent  paroxysms  causemore 
.firequently  ecclampsy  than  any  other  kind  of  fever. 

As  I  have  before  said,  in  almost  all  kinds  of  continued 
4ever,  in  young  infante,  the  stage  of  heat  comes  on  with- 
out previous,  or  at  least  without  perceptible  rigor.  In 
■elder  children  we  observe  sometimes  in  the  beginning, 
4M}ld  (shivering)  and  heat  alternating  for  some  time, 
like  as  in  adnlts,  and  then  passing  to  the  full  stage  of 
heat. 

Now  this  description  of  fever,  as  far  as  it  at  present 
goes,  (to  the  stage  of  dry  heat,)  varies  very  little  as 
to  the  principal  symptoms;  but  in  ite  further  steges 
.these  will  present  great  difierences. 


In  almost  all  fkvoarable  cases,  after  a  certain  time  of 
dry  heat,  the  skin  becomes  softer,  less  hot,  and 
moisture  ^ipears  over  it,  increasing  to  more  or  len 
decided  perspiration,  under  which  the  pulse  becomes 
kto  frequent  and  more  expanded,  signs  of  headache  and 
"languor  disappear,  and  the  child  manifeste  in  aspect  and 
movemente  a  gradual  relief,  ftwtat,  so  profuse  as  we 
noCtee  it  so  commonly  in  adnlte,  ft  jigain  rare  in  tender 
infancy. 

The  practitioner  generally  is  requested  to  see  the 
child  in  ite  stage  of  heat.  In  these  instances  your  visit 
mast  not  be  a  short  one.  Remain  for  some  time,  (and 
in  a  proper  position,)  the  quiet  careful  observer  of  the 
child.  If  it  be  asleep,  observe  for  awhile  ite  position, 
how  it  reste,  how  it  breathes,  and  ite  countenance; 
touch  gently  the  pulse;  look  at  and  touch  the  skin;  - 
and  if  you  find  all  the  symptoms  in  harmony,  and 
nothing  salient,  perhaps  you  would  be  wishful  not 
to  disturb  it  at  that  time.  Occasional  moaning  during 
sleep  in  fever,  is,  in  general,  of  no  importence.  But 
continued  moaning,  plaintive,  or  of  a  heavy  kind,  with 
occasional  sterting,  usually  frighten  the  parents. 
Under  these  circumstances,  if  you  wish  to  give  an  > 
opinion,  and  to  prescribe  something,  you  must  cause 
the  child  to  be  teken  up  in  the  arms,  and  observe  it 
also  when  completely  awake.  Frequently  you  will  find 
it  to  be  better  when  you  see  it  awake,  than  it  appeared 
to  you  when  asleep.  In  general,  during  the  height  of  ' 
heat,  infinnto  lie  with  their  eyes  shut,  and  not  seldom 
show  even  difiSculty  in  opening  them  when  we  make 
them  awake.  The  moment  when  it  is  teken  up,  watch  it 
most  closely,  and  ol>serve  it  again  for  a  good  while  in  a 
quiet  position,  from  a  distence ;  notice  if  perpendicular 
wrinkles  on  the  forehead  appear;  then  cause  it  to  be  put 
in  various  positions,  ite  body  and  limbs  to  be  variously 
bent  and  moved ;  explore  the  chest  by  ear  and  fingers, 
and  use  all  that  minute  care  and  means  of  investigation  ' 
which  I  have  exposed  in  a  former  lecture  on  the 
exttmituiiion  qf  a  child.  In  all  cases  of  a  primary 
paroxysm,  you  must  closely  observe  the  skin,  eyes^ 
eyelids,  nose,  month,  and  neck,  the  latter  bj  careful 
touch ;  and  then  let  the  child  drmk  in  your  presence, 
and  observe  the  mode  of  deghitition ;  these  are  parte 
which,  in  the  fevers  of  children,  frequently  manifest 
some  slight  signs  indicative  of  the  future  character  of 
the  malady.  Some  slight  sneezing  may  be,  under  cir- 
cumstences, a  precious  sign  to  you,  and  in  relation  with 
others  at  that  early  stege  of  fever,  allow  you  to  form 
an  opinion  of  the  case. 

I  will  not  here  spend  any  time  in  exposing  the  manner 
how  to  ask  and  value  the  mother's  account  of  the 
former  health  of  the  child,  the  cause  and  oommenoe- 
ment  of  ite  present  ailment,  and  how  much  more 
minutely  yon  must  investigate  the  urine — as  it  appears  * 
on  the  linen,  fresh  or  dry — and  other  excreted  liquids; 
hot  supposing  all  that  to  be  well  accomplished,  1  beg  to 
draw  your  attention  to  a  single  kind  of  comparative 
process  relating  to  the  most  salient  objective  symptoms. 

Consider  the  mutual  relation  and  proportion  of  the 
following  treble  set  of  symptoms : — Heat  and  dryness  of 
the  skin ;  frequency  and  strength  of  the  pulse ;  bearing 


416 


DR.  MEREI  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  CHILDREN. 


of  the  heftd,  and  langnor  of  the  ceantenance.  Sappose 
the  Qhild  is  before  you  in  the  arms  of  the  mother.  Yoa 
Me  it  leyf  languidly  its  head  on  the  shoulders ;  the  eyes 
look  languid,  frequently  half  shut,  and  the  child  is  con- 
tinually  moaning.  This  you  will  say  is  a  heavy  appear- 
aiioa.  Bat  you  will  be  Jess  alarmed  if  you  find  the 
ddn  very  hot  and  a  Ufctfe  dry,  and  the  pnlse  between 
130  and  160«  jest^'foecause  there  is  what  we  may  call  a 
good  proportion  between  these  symptoms.  An  adult, 
under  the  same  circumstances,  might  have  his  skin 
more  dry,  but  his  pulse  only  about  110  or  120;  he 
would  complain  of  headache,  and,  when  sitting  upright, 
of  some  giddiness.  As  to  the  child ,  you  may  express  the 
oplnjon  that  it  is  under  considerable  fever,  but  that  its 
oonttiiution  seems  to  resist  it  well.  Suppose^  however, 
you  should  find  the  child  with  the  same  expression  of 
boaviness  of  the  head,  langour,  and  moaning,  as  men- 
tioned, but  the  temperature  of  the  skin  lower,  and  the 
pnlae  above  170.  Under  this  proportion  and  mutual 
xqlation  of  the  same  symptoms,  your  opinion  should  be 
leaf  &vonrable  than  the  above;  you  might  say  that  the 
child  ia  seriously  afiected  by  ihai  fever;  or,  the  fever 
baa  an  asthenic  character.  This,  however,  will  scarcely 
ever  happen  as  early  as  within  the  first  twenty-four 
hours. 

I  here  suppose  always  cases  of  fever,  where  you  can 
not  detect  any  such  local  affections  which  are  more 
important  than  those  general  disorders  of  which  the 
fever  itself  consists.  Under  these  circumstances,  at 
your  first  call,  and  within  the  first  twenty-four  hours 
since  the  outbreak,  you  must  not  be  in  a  hurry  with 
your  opinion  and  medicinal  interference;  because 
baleen  twenty-four  and  thirty-six  hours  from  the 
outbreak,  in  the  majority,  you  will  see  one  or  other  of 
the  following  changes,  which  will  throw  mdire  light 
npon  the  case: — Perspiration,  vomiting,  or  diarrhoea, 
With  some  influence  upon  the  fever  ;  remission  or  inter- 
mission, and  a  new  exacerbation  of  paroxysm ;  or  some 
local  affection  coming  forth. 

Catarrhal,  rheumatic,  and  true  inflammatory  affections, 
^if  they  have  to  occur  in  the  course  of  a  primary  fever  of 
a  child,  almost  constantly  offer  to  a  clever  observer  their 
first  rudiments  before  twenty-four  hours  are  over. 
13iose  of  a  secondary  kind  and  bad  character  may  appear 
under  a  further  stage  of  it,—:/'.  «•»  ulcerous  angina. 

.  Acute  exanthemata  in  little  children  annoance  them- 
advea  also  within  the  mentioned  time  by  some  change 
on  the  skin — an  apparent  degree  of  injection,  recog- 
nisable by  drawmg,  with  some  pressure,  our  finger  over 
it*  But,  again,  sometimes  the  prodrome  protract  their 
nmbignous  and  puzzling  appearance,  even  as  long  as 
three  or  four  days ;  but  if  the  fever  is  hiffh  and  unre- 
mitted, you  may  regard  as  an  average  term  of  the 
eruption,  for  that  age,  about  thirty-six  hours  from  the 
beginning  of  its  present  and  uninterrupted  paroxysm. 
I  say  from  the  present,  because  in  those  cases  where 
Ibe  eruption  appears  several  days,  even  a  week  or  more, 
after  the  so-called  invasion,  the  fever  will  not  maintain 
that  contiguous  height  of  symptoms,  of  the  stage  of 
beat,  as  we  have  previously  described  it.  There  are 
alient  remissions  in  nmilar  cases. 


Some  conjecture  upon  the  nature  of  the  fever  we- 
derive  also  from  the  epidemical  genius  of  the  i 
and  place. 

Asthenic  or  typhoid  fevers,  in  the  majority  of 
'can  scarcely  be  recognised  before  the  third  or  fourth  day  ; 
and  typhus  is,  even  at  that  time,  and  in  children  above 
the  eighth  year,  frequently  ambiguous.  Influenza, 
however,  which  in  yotmg  children  and  infimts  fina» 
quently  appears  as  an  asthenic  bronchio-catarrhal  fever, 
often  shows  that  character  already  between  twenty-four 
and  forty-eight  hours.  The  secondary  asthenic  £evei8 
(so  particularly  proper  to  young  children,  of  which  I 
will  speak  more  in  one  of  the  following  lectures),  can. 
also  be  guessed  sometimes  as  early  as  that,  but  rarely 
develope  themselves  clearly  before  the  third  or  fourth 
daf. 

As  another  point  useful  to  the  formation  of  your 
opinion  as  to  the  dangerous  or  favourable  diaracter  at 
a  recently-developed  fever,  is  the  period  qf  prodroma^ 
which  preceded  its  formal  outbreak.  In  general  I  have 
found  that  prodrome  which  run  a  day  or  two  longer 
before  the  outbreak,  show  a  more  severe  character  of 
the  fever  than  shortly-lasting  prodrome,  or  when  the 
fever  bursts  out  more  suddenly. 

The  parents,  anxious  to  get  your  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  character  and  danger  of  the  case,  generallj 
incline  to  denounce  a  fault  in  diet,  or  cold,  as  its  cause- 
You  must  not  yield  too  easily  to  similar  suppositions. 
In  young  children  and  infants,  of  healthy  and  good 
constitution,  indigestion  most  generally  causes  vomiting,, 
which  makes  the  case  clear.  Sudden  attacks  of  high 
fisver  in  general  arise  from  atmospheric  or  epidemical 
causes. 

Finally,  it  scarcely  need  be  mentioned  that  your 
prognostical  opinion  will  be  led  also  by  the  constitutioia. 
and  other  circumstances  of  the  child. 

Ibe  mentioned  anxiety  of  parents,  and  the  questkme 
they  ask  you  at  your  first  call,  in  cases  of  violeai  feocr^ 
concern  very  commonly  meningitis;  and  the  great 
majority  of  practitioners,  by  the  same  fiear,  resort  to 
leeching  immediately  at  their  first  call;  thoogfa  I  aaa 
satisfied,  if  they  had  waited  some  hours  longer,  in. 
ninety  out  of  one  hundred  similar  cases  it  would  have- 
become  manifest  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  it.  It 
is  febrile  headache,  as  I  mentioned,  which  causes  that 
alarm,  so  much  the  more  if  convulsions  had  appeared. 
In  this  way  very  often  the  good  course  of  the  fever 
becomes  troubled,  and  a  favourable  crisis  delayed;  this 
is,  in  particular,  the  case  with  weak  and  delicate  chil- 
dren, who  are  the  most  liable  to  febrile  troubles  and 
headache,  but  the  least  liable  to  active  congestions  cr 
meningitis. 

As  to  a  transient  fit  of  eclampsy  at  the  h^ht  oT 
recently-developed  fever,  we  must  value  the  fact  that 
strong  fever  is  connected  with  headache  and  ^soldered 
spinal  i  •nervation,  by  which  latter,  in  young  children, 
eclampsy  may  easily  be  induced.  I  have  shown  it  to 
hundreds  of  those  who  attended  my  courses  in  the 
Children's  Hospital  of  Pesthy  that  m  the  majority  of 
children  who  died  by  convulsion,  dissection  ooiild  not 
prove  the  anatomical  character  even  of  active  ooi^gea^ 
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«tioo,  Btm  lev  of  meDin^tii.  The  same  is  the  result  of 
the  extensiye  pathological  inquiriea  of  Dr.  Bednar, 
pnhlisbed  in  Viemia  in  1851. 

These  reflections  I  adduce  only  in  order  to  connter- 
.«ct  a  little  of  that  fear,  too  general,  of  meningitis  in 
•children  daring  the  stage  of  febrile  heat.  The  alarm- 
log  aspect  of  febrile  headache  in  a  speechless  child, 
boweTer,  cannot  be  denied ;  I  will,  therefore,  consider 
4hat  snbjecty  and  some  others  connected  with  fever, 
jnore  doaely  in  my  next  lectnre. 


ON  THE 

DIAGNOSIS  OF  CHEONIC  OVAEIAN 
TUMOUES. 

Bt  E.  J.  TILT,   M.D.. 

Ckgritp,  ami  to  tit  FmUinffto*  Frtt  DUjpnMvy  >br  IHmuM  ^  PTomen 
mdChOdnm. 

'^Hydiops  ofuioram  vt  phninram  tterilet  uinoiMqM  nralierci  oecupat 
ififlniTt<ir  cognidlw  et  vii  aia«  teetio  etdamn-f—Boertumu  fJpk. 
1SS3V  _,^ 

<*)  Ovarian  Tumoun  may  he  eorrfbunded  with  Thanourt 
qf  the  Ufdmpregnated  Womb, 

Rbtroyersion  and  retroflexion  of  the  womb  have 
1)een  mistaken  for  incipient  ovarian  tumours,  fallen 
^nto  the  recto-vaginal  poach,  or  confined  there  by  false 
membranes.  On  examining,  by  the  vagina,  a  patient 
sufleiing  in  this  way,  we  may  find  a  circumscribed 
^mour  at  the  posterior  portion  of  the  vagina,  painful 
on  pressure,  and  resembling  the  fundus  of  the  womb ; 
liat  on  a  more  careful  examination,  the  os  atari  will  be 
foond  in  its  proper  position  looking  backwards,  the 
liody  of  the  uterus  forwards.  The  mobility  of  the 
tumour,  by  the  uterine  sound  previously  introduced, 
^rill  show  whether  or  not  it  be  uterine. 

Retroflexion  of  the  womb,  is  more  likely  to  simulate 
incipient  ovarian  cysts;  for,  as  in  this  affection  the 
fundus  uteri  is  thrown  baok  upon  itself  like  the  belly  of 
-ft  retort,  while  the  ofl  uteri  remains  in  its  natural 
position,  the  finger  feels  a  tumour  directly  behind  it, 
between  the  rectum  and  the  vagina,  but  here  again 
the  uterine  sound  soon  clears  away  any  doubt  that 
may  have  arisen,  for  it  will  be  found  that  the  concavity 
of  the  instrument  will  be  obliged  to  pass  backwards, 
following  the  course  of  the  cavity  of  the  womb^  and 
through  the  walls  of  the  tumour ;  the  point  of  the 
iziatmment  may  sometimes  be  felt  by  the  finger  placed 
in  the  vagina.  By  a  careful  manipulation  the  tumour 
may  be  made  to  disappear  and  to  re-appear  so  often  as 
it  is  restored  to  its  natural  position,  or  again  directed 
^om  it  by  the  sound. 

0>)  Ovarian  Tttmourg  may  be  eoirfbunded  with  Abscess 
of  the  Walls  of  the  Womb, 

Case, — Some  years  since  Professor  Recamier  was 
consulted  by  a  medical  man  for  his  wife,  who  had  long 
anffefed  from  what  was  called  ovarian  dropsy.  On 
making  a  very  careful  examination,  Recamier  discovered 
a   roand  tumour  about  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg, 


situated  between  the  rectom  and  the  atems.  On 
exploring  the  rectum  with  the  index  of  the  left  haiid« 
while  that  of  the  right  remained  in  the  neck  of  the 
womb,  more  than  usually  dilated,  he  felt  flactaatioB, 
and  as  the  pus  seemed  nearest  to  the  posterior  waU  of 
the  neck  of  the  uterus,  Recamier  determined  on  making 
an  incision  there.  To  perform  this  operation,  he  placed 
the  index  of  the  left  hand  in  the  nthlL  of  the  aterus,  and 
guiding  a  convex  bistoury  on  the  pulp  bf -ibis  finger,  he 
plunged  the*  extremity  of  the  bistoury  into  the  abscesa, 
a  few  teaspponsful  of  pus  came  out,  and  to  facilitate  its 
egress  he  enlarged  the  inferior  angle  of  the  wound,  by 
completely  cutting  through  tlie  posterior  lip  of  the  os 
uteri,  the  index  of  the  left  hand  placed  in  the  rectum 
serving  to  guide  the  bistoury,  and  prevented  too  deep 
an  incision.  During  the  following  day  a  small  quantity 
of  pus  was  voided.  Frequent  injections  were  made^ 
and  the  patient  soon  got  well.  This  case  shows  how  to 
detect  and  to  cure  similar  instances  of  disease. 

(«)  Ovarian  Tumours  may  be  co-founded  with  Abscen 
(f  the  Canity  of  the  Womb. 
Husson  presented  id  the  Anatomical  Society  of  Paris 
a  case  of  this  description,  the  neck  of  the  womb  was 
completely  obliterated,  and  its  dilated  cavity  contained 
two  tumblers  of  pus.  Maisonneuve  saw  a  similar  case 
in  a  woman  who  died  from  cholera ;  and  Dr.  Reignier 
has  repeatedly  observed  the  same  appearances  in  the 
old  women  of  the  Salp^triere — the  asylum  for  aged 
women  in  Paris.  In  Husson's  case,  the  woman  had 
experienced  no  symptoms,  but  some  of  Dr.  Reignier's 
patients  were  troubled  with  bearing  down  pains.  We 
admit  that  a  case  of  that  description  might  be  taken  for  , 
an  ovarian  tumour,  and  then,  if  a  careful  recto-vaginal 
examination  were  made,  the  swelling  would  be  referred 
to  the  womb.  If,  on  making  a  speculum  examination, 
the  womb  were  found  obliterated,  the  presumption 
would  pass  into  conviction;  and  if  not,  then  the  uterine 
sound  would  show  whether  the  womb  was  normal  and 
the  tumour  ovarian.  The  rarity  of  the  case  must  be 
borne  in  mind. 

W  Ovarian  Cysts  may  be  Cof^ounded  tvith  Hydro* 
metra,  or  a  Collection  iff  Water  in  the  Womb,  and  we 
do  not  doubt  but  that  some  of  the  cases  described 
as  cases  of  spontaneous  cure  of  ovarian  cysts  are  to  be 
referred  to  the  rupture  of  such  uterine  tumours.  The 
distension  of  the  impregnated  uterus  by  an  aqu^ovia 
liquid  has  been  lately  contested  by  Nsegele  and  by 
Stoltz,  although  it  is  difficult  to  see  why  the  mucous 
surface  of  the  womb  should  not  secrete  a  large  quantity 
of  limpid  fluid,  as  well  as  the  mucous  surfaces  of  the 
maxillary  and  frontal  sinuses.  The  disease  has  been 
too  well  described  by  Perreliss  (Patho.  Liv.  vi.,  chap. 
15),  by  Mauriceau  (Traits  des  Maladies  des  Femmo 
Grosses,  tom.  i.,  p.  74;,  by  Lisfranc  (Clinique,  torn,  iii, 
p.  346),  to  be  thus  denied.  Dr.  Storrey  has  also 
described  a  case  (Haye's  Journal,  1850).  It  will  not 
do  to  say  that  the  aqueous  discharge  comes  from  the 
ovary,  because  Vesalsus,  Blank,  and  Nicolai  have  opened 
women  who  had  long  suffered  from  .this  disorder,  and 
found  the  womb  containing  841bs.  and  even  ISOlbs.  of 
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Mmm.  This  disorder  Is  accompanied  by  the  symp- 
toms of  pregnancy,  and  Is  generally  considered  such 
until  after  the  ninth  month  of  its  duration.  Then  it  is 
generally  regarded  as  OTarian.  In  a  case  careAUly 
xelated  by  Blegny  {Joum.  de  M4deeme,  torn,  ii.,  p.  ^%^ 
^  it  was  allowed  to  exist  for  twelve  years,  and  the  noble 
lady  subject  to  this  infirmity  was  only  delivered  from  it 
bj  the  violent  ooncsuslon  of  coughing,  by  which  meaflu^ 
a  large  quantity  of  water  was  dischaiged. 

After  AiUy  ascertaining  the  impossibility  of  tiie  womb 
bong  distended  by  a  child,  it  w6uld  be  well  to  imitate 
Idsftanc,  who,  in  one  of  his  cases  introduced  a  sound 
into  the  womb,  and  cured  the  patient  in  a  month. 
Cmveilhier  says,  that  in  the  few  cases  of  this  description 
tiiat  he  had  met  with  the  disease  was  always  taken  for 
pregnancy,  and  the  mistake  only  found  out  by  the  evacu- 
ation of  the  water.  We  ourselves  have  been  similarly 
deceived,  as  In  the  following  Instance: — A  lady,  25 
years  of  age,  and  married  three  years,  was  said  to  be 
albcted  with  ovarian  disease,  and  consulted  us  for  that 
disorder.  She  eomplained  of  swelling  of  the  abdomen, 
uterine  pains,  and  slight  leuoorrhoea.  Her  breasts  were 
iwollen  and  painful,  the  nipples  were  surrounded  by  a 
dark  circle,  and  a  yellowish  creamy  substance  came 
from  them.  The  catamenia  had  desisted  for  three 
months.  Suspecting  pregnancy  or  an  uterine  aflfection, 
we  examined  her,  and  were  confirmed  In  oui  diagnosis 
by  a  dilated  orifice,  and  a  softening  similar  to  what  is 
met  with  at  the  third  month  of  pregnancy.  On  making 
»  speculum  examination,  the  vagina  was  more  livid  than 
in  an  unimpregnated  woman,  and  the  os  uteri  waa 
Bimflar  to  what  it  should  be  in  the  first  months  of 
pregnancy.  We  pronounced  •the  patient  to  be  In  the 
fismily  way;  but  unsatisfied  with  our  report,  she  con- 
sulted another  doctor,  who  considered  her  case  to  be 
<me  of  inflammatory  granulation  of  the  os  uteri.  He 
cauterised  the  cavity  of  the  neck  with  nitrate  of  silver ; 
Irat  the  night  after  the  second  cauterization  the  lady  was 
inrprised  at  finding  herself  wet,  and  on  placing  herself 
on  the  commode,  she  pased  (without  making  urine) 
two  pints  of  dear  water,  *Vnn>iltf,"  said  her  mother, 
"  to  the  bursting  of  waters  In  a  confinement."  For 
two  days  did  this  water  continue  dribbling  from  her« 
when  the  sweUtngof  the  abdomon  disappeared,  all  other 
■ymptoms  vanished,  and  the  catamenia  reappeared  twp 
months  after.  Thus  the  patient  had  neither  ovarian 
dropsy,  as  was  at  first  believed,  nor  uterine  inflamma- 
tion, as  was  afterwards  stated  ;  neither  was  she  preg- 
nant, as  we  imagined.  Our  diagnosis  was  founded  on 
rational  grounds ;  and  the  error  could  only  have  been 
made  clear  by  passing  the  uterine  sound  into  the  womb, 
which  would  have  been  an  wnwamuUdbU  proceeding ; 
for  as  such  cases  are  extremely  rare,  and  as  pregnancy 
is  an  event  of  every-day  occurrence,  the  risk  of  abortion 
would  have  been  too  great.  In  this  case,  therefore,  the 
patient  owed  her  recovery  to  an  error  of  diagnosis. 

<•)  OMrum  Titmoun  haoe  been  Ccfi^bmded  with  Cyetie 
SVmovrt  m  ike  Snbitanee  ^f  the  Utente. 

In  the  Museum  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  of 
Kngland  tiwie  la  a  preparation  removed  fix>m  a  patimit 


In  whom  this  mistake  took  place;  (Home  980*, 
uterus  23,)  it  displays  a  portion  of  the  utema  m  whicfi 
a  large  encysted  tumour  had  formed.  The  patient  had 
been  twice  tapped,  and  the  cyst  emptied.  By  means  of 
the  sound  such  a  tumour  might  have  been  shown  to  be 
utsrjyt,  before  it  attained  to  a  considerable  sin,  or 
after  it  had  been  emptied,  but  at  other  times  the  posa- 
bility  of  distinguishing  it  from  an  ovarian  cyat  would 
be  very  greats  if  not  impossible. 

(0  Ovarian   Titmours  may  be    Cotifotmded  with  Hk- 
Utenu  Dietended  by  the  Menttmai  SeeretimL 

Mr.  Benjamin  Trevers,  jun.,  witnessed  such  a  case 
in  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  under  the  late  Dr.  WiDiams. 
Examination  per  vaginain  detected  a  fluctuating  tomoor, 
which  was  fredy  opened  with  an  absoess-Uncet,  and  a 
hrgp  wash-hand  basin  was  filled  with  the  retained 
menstrual  fluid.  The  patient  was  In  bad  health,  an^ 
presented  general  symptoms  which  led  to  the  belief  that 
the  tumour  was  ovarian.  Such  a  case  Mr.  TraTcta 
thought  might  again  be  mistaken  for  ovarian  diopsj. 

Roussell  mentions  a  similar  case,  where  all  tlie 
symptoms  of  pregnancy  were  found,  and  only  dispeUei 
at  the  ninth  month  by  a  copious  dischsxge  of  daik 
blood.  A  careful  examination,  corroborated  by  Uie 
fact  of  tiie  patient's  age,  and  by  the  histoiy  of  tiie  caae, 
would,  however,  easily  permit  of  a  correct  disgnoais: 
It  may  be  well  also  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  uterus, 
distended  by  retained  menses,  is  not  always  regnlarty 
developed,  but  may  Increase  to  the  right  or  tiia  left, 
and  give  that  obscure  perception  of  fluctuation  whidl 
Is  frequentiy  found  in  a  malignant  mass.  On  eadi  ode 
of  the  central  tumour  may  also  be  found  smaller  elon- 
gated tumours,  formed  by  proportionally-distended 
oviducts,  with  obliterated  abdominal  ends,  ss  in  tiie 
case  related  by  Dr.  Jackson,  in  the  American  Joentt 
of  Medical  Scieneee, 

(f)  Ovarian  TSamoun  may  be  CofrfbmededwUh  onAcoh 
mutation  of  Gat  in  the  Womb. 

Mauricean,  Schmitt,  Lamotte,  M.  Lefevre,  andnaqr 
other  authors,  have  seen  examples  of  this  slngnlar 
QceoRence.  In  Mauricean's  case  the  patient  waa  50; 
thought  herself  pregnant,  had  prepared  every  tfam& 
when  her  hopes  of  progeny  vaniahed  In  wind.  The 
obliteration  of  the  os  uteri  on  the  one  side,  snd  di0 
dear  sound  furnished  by  the  distended  womb,  will,  wa 
trust,  enable  the  practitioner  to  prevent  a  womsn  In 
ftitnre  giving  so  much  trouble  to  herself,  and  so  much 
amusement  to  her  neighbours. 

Although  it  be  denied  by  Naegele  and  Stolts,  tiiat  the 
unimpregnated  womb  can  be  diatended  by  gas,  the  iiict 
Is  admitted  by  modem  practitioners;  by  PMer  Vranck, 
("  Med.  Fhu!t.,)  by  Columbat  de  L'Isere,  ("  Trait^  dea 
Maladies  des  Femmes,  tom  ij.,  p.  781,)  and  Utelyby 
Dr.  Teissier,  of  Lyons,  (Gazette  Med.  de  Paris,,  Jan., 
1844.)  In  these  cases  menstruation  ceased,  the  patienti 
wire  thought  pregnant,  one  of  them  even  said  she  fdk 
the  movement  of  the  child,  but  after  the  noisy  expulsion 
of  foetid  air  by  the  vulva,  the  symptoms  of  prq;aaacy 
disappeared.   Why  should  not  the  mucous  membrane  of 
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Uie  nternt  sometimes  secrete  air,  as  well  as  the  bladder 
or  the  intestines?  Why  should  it  not  be  retained  if  the 
toi&ce  of  the  womb  is  agglutinated  ? 

tk)  Ovarian  T^tmtmn  majf   he  mUtaken  for  Uterim 
Fibrous  TVmoufv. 

This  mistake  is  mnch  more  liable  to  occur  than  mn j 
•of  the  preceding,  because  the  frequency  of  such  tumours 
is  gre^t. .  Operators  have  often  been  deoeiTed  by  these 
tomounu  for  we  i&nd  that  Messrs.  Lizar,  Heath;  Otter, 
and  Atlee  ha?e  operated  for  ovarian  disease,  and  only 
found  an  uterine  tumour;  and  when  they  are  pedicu- 
lated,  and  thus  easily  mored,  and  central^  as  are' 
Dvarian  tumours,  it  ia  difficult  not  to  be  mistaken. 
.The  absence  of  fluctuation,  the  hardness  of  the  tumour, 
ihe  Teiy  gradual  progress  of  the  disease,  may  indeed 
allow  one  to  affirm  that  the  tumour  is  solid;  but  were 
it  not  for  the  uterine  sound*  it  would  be  difficult  to 
affirm  that  it  is  not  oyarian. 

If  we  find  that  the  uterine  sound  passes,  as  it  were, 
.into  the  morbid  mass,  if  there  is  no  possibility  of 
separatiqg  the  womb  from  the  tumour,  and  if  every 
•movement  given  to  the  tumour  conveys  similar  move- 
ments to  the  sound,  we  may  consider  the  tumour 
uterine;  but  if  we  find  the  uterus  small,  and  moveable, 
if  the  sound  passes  anteriorly  to  the  tumour,  and  can 
be  separated  from  it,  and  when  thrown  upon  the 
rectum  it  appears  healthy,  then  we  may  confidently  affirm 
the  tumour  to  be  ovarian.  The  cavity  of  the  womb 
may  be  lengthened,  and  the  sound  will  indicate  the 
modification  of  structure;  but  although  the  sound 
may  only  penetrate  the  womb  to  its  normal  depth,  or 
•two  inches  and  a  half,  still  the  uterus  may  not  be 
formal,  for  its  enlarged  cavity  may  be  filled  with  a 
-fibrous  tumour,  as  in  Dr.  Atlee's  fourth  case. 

Gwe.^In  Dr.  Simpson's  ward  at  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
in  Edinburgh,  we  saw  a  woman  with  a  considerable 
enlargement  of  the  belly,  occasioned  by  a  tumour,  which 
liad  all  the  appearance  of  being  ovarian,  for  it  was 
central,  moveable,  and  round.  Such  would  have  been 
She  diagnosis  of  most  medical  men;  but  Dr.  Simpeo& 
jpassed  the  sound  seven  or  eight  inches,  and  made  us 
Heel  its  extremity  high  up  on  one  side  of  the  tumour, 
whose  nature  and  seat  it  thus  indicated  as  uterine. 

Such  is  the  value  of  ''  a  bent  wire,"  when  bent  by 
the  hand  of  genius,  and  it  will  long  perpetuate  tbe 
memory  of  its  originator ;  but  this  instrument  may  still 
.sometimes  deceive  us,  and  cause  us  to  take  an  ovarian 
tumour  for  one  of  uterine  origin,  as  in  the  following 
^case  related  by  Mr.  S.  Lee : — 

Cue. — ^A  patient  presented  herself  with  an  abdominal 
jnrelling  on  the  right  side,  hard,  and  without  fluctuation, 
not  at  all  moveable,  but  it  could  be  traced  down  into  the 
jpelvis ;  it  had  been  a  considerable  time  in  its  (brmation. 
The  examination  per  vaginam  discovered  that  the  brim  ! 
■of  the  pelvis  wa4  occupied  by  a  solid  tumour;  a  small 
nodule  was  felt  raider  in  front  of  the  centre  of  .the 
pelvic  cavity,  in  which  was  the  oe  uteri.    The  sound  | 


pasaed  upwards  and  forwards  nearly  four  incfaea;  it 
moved  with  difficulty,  as  through  a  cavity,  the  sides  of 
which  were  much  compressed*  This  eumination  WM 
made  in  December. 

Here,  then,  you  have  every  characteristic  of  a  fibrovc 
tumour  in  the  posterior  walls  of  thesiterus.  The  cavitj 
is  elongated,  the  uterus  is  fixed  by  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis,  and  the  tumour  in  the  abdomen  is  hard  and 
smooth,  possessing  no  fluctuation.  The  tumour  now 
rapidly  increased,  and  in  the  January  following  had 
occupied  the  whole  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  There  was 
then  distinct  fluctuation  in  particular  parts,  and  thia 
foot  disclosed  to  us  the  real  nature  of  the  ease,  vis., 
that  it  was  a  multilocular  cyst,  complicated  with  mnch 
solid  matter.  The  reasoning  from  these  symptoms  was 
correct,  although  they  were  afterwards  found  peculiarly 
complicated ;  for  instance,  the  uterus  was  quite  healthy, 
and  unconnected  with  the  tumour,  but  the  tumour  had 
so  elongated  the  left  comer  of  its  body,  and  so  elevated 
it,  that  the  uterine  sound  passed  into  the  cavity  thus 
formed,  and  the  tumour  itself  contained  sucb  a  laiige 
quantaty  of  solid  matter,  that  it  pressed  so  strongly  the 
uterus  between  itself  and  the  pubes,  as  to  cause  it  to 
become  fixed  and  immoveable,  consequently  leading  us 
to  suppose  it  to  be  a  fibrous  tumour. 

11,  York  Street,  Portman  Square. 

[To  be  contlaMd  J 


CASE  OP  INVEESIO  UTEEL 
Bt  CHARLES  MARSHALL,  Esa.,  WoonnKioGX. 

BMd  at  tbe  Snflblk  BraBeh  ]CMdng»  Jnlr  SB»  IStS. 

Thb  following  rare  and  interesting  case  of  inversio 
uteri  recently  occurred  in  my  practice :— I  was  called 
to  Mrs.  D.,  aged  38,  at  nx,  p.m.,  on  the  14th  of  May, 
in  Uibour  with  her  sixth  child,  having  previously 
attended  her  on  five  similar  occasions.  The  labour  was 
in  every  respect  quite  natural ;  she  was  dvlivered  twenty 
minutes  before  eleven  tLe  same  evening,  the  placenta 
was  retained  till  ten  minutes  past  eleven,  or  half-an- 
hour  after  the  expulsion  of  the  child;  there  was  • 
slight  pain  at  this  time,  and  on  introducing  my  finger 
into  the  vagina,  I  could  distinctly  foel  the  placenta 
lying  there,  and  the  slightest  traction  caused  the  whole 
to  be  expellod.  Up  to  this  period  nothing  occurred  to 
cause  either  myself  or  patient  the  least  alarm ;  whilst^ 
however,  1  was  preparing  a  bandage  to  apply  to  the 
abdomen,  the  patient  called  out,  that  <*  the  whole  of 
lier  body  was  coming  out,  and  that  she  was  dying."  I 
immediately  hastened  to  her  side  and  found  the  skin 
covered  with  a  cold  perspiration,  no  pulsation  perceptible 
at  the  wrist,  and  gasping  for  breath.  Brandy  happened 
to  be  at  hand,  a  quantity  of  which  I  managed  to  pour 
down  her  throat.  There  was  little  external  haemorr- 
hage,- and  I  therefore  concluded  these  alarming  symptoms 
resulted  from  internal  haemorrhage.     On  attemptincc  to 
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CASE  OF  CALCULARY  DEPOSITS  IN  THE  SUBLINGUARY  GLANDS. 


ftm  mj  hand  into  fbe  pelvis,  1  found  the  tagma 
Mocked  up  hj  a  large  mass,  which  was  in  fact  the 
fdenu  c9mpMely  itweried ;  having  never  seen  anytiiing 
approaching  to  a  simikr  case,  I  was  at  a  loss  how  ta 
act  best  for  the  safety  of  my  patient.  I  had  ordered 
the  husband  to  call  intone  of  my  brother  pracdtioneis^ 
•nd  Mr.  Jones  wavkindly  in  attendanoe  hi  a  very  few 
ahintos,  whose  aooonnt  of  the  ease  I  sab}oin  :-* 

^  I  saw  Mrs.  D.  at  fSorty  minntes  past  eleven,  p.m., 
iNBid  her  pulseless,  with  her  eyes  tnroed  up,  and 
•i|>parently  sinking.  I  instantly  placed  her  head  in  a 
depending  position;  upon  applying  my  hand  to  the 
abdomen  1  missed  the  uterine  tumour,  and  immediately 
«uspeeted  the  uterus  was  inverted,  whidi,  upon  exami- 
nation, 1  found  to  be  the  case.  My  first  Impulse  was 
to  apply  pressure  to  the  most  depending  pointy  counter 
pressure  being  used  with  my  right  hand  upon  the 
abdomen,  (where  I  could  distinctly  feel  the  os  behind 
ifaa  pubes,)  this  produced  no  effect;  I  then  grasped  the 
uterus  firmly  for  a  short  time,  with  the  view  of 
diminishing  its  size,  and  then  applymg  the  back  of  my 
lingon  half  dosed  to  the  tipper  end  poiterior  pari  of 
the  uterus^  I  was  enabled  graduaUy  to  return  the  part 
nearest  the  os,  and  when  about  half  its  volume  was 
ndnced,  the  fundus  went  up  with  a  jerk." 

A  dose  of  ergot  with  brandy  was  now  administered, 
tiie  patient  having  previously  swallowed  half-a-pmt  of 
brandy  in  little  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour;  the 
pulse  at  the  wrist  became  perceptible ;  the  uterus  con- 
tracted ;  a  full  dose  of  tincture  of  opium  was  given,  and 
no  untoward  symptom  has  rince  occurred.  I  strictly 
prohibited  Mrs.  D.  from  leaving  her  bed  fUl  after  the 
third  week.  I  have  seen  her  this  day,  five  weeks  after 
hut  confinement,  she  could  walk  across  the  room  with- 
out any  symptom  of  prolapsus  uteri,  and  quite  as  weU 
•i  in  the  same  period  after  her  previous  confinemento. 

I  consider  the  alarming  symptoms  I  before  alluded 
to,  after  the  expulsion  of  the  pU^enta,  to  have  been 
caused  by  the  second  shock  the  n^vous  system  sustamed 
ftom  such  an  event  as  inversio  uteri,  and  not  from 
kmmorrkifffe,  which  was  by  no  rnean^  exeeuive. 


CASES  IN  PEIVATE  PEACTICE. 
By  ROBERT  MARTIN,  Esa.,  Holbrook. 

Bflid  b«A)n  Um  BnftOk  Bnueh  Maediift  lieUon  the  ftth  c£Jmlj»  1869. 

Case  of  Calcula&t  Dcposits  iir  thb  Excrbto&y 
Ducts  of  thb  Sublingual  Glands. 

Ranula  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  disease  of 
the  sublmgual  glands,  and  must  have  fallen  under  the 
observation  of  many  present,  but  the  case  I  am  about, 
(as  briefly  as  possible)  to  lay  beforo  you,  the  complete 
obstruction  of  the  excretory  ducts  on  both  sides  the 
froenum  linguae  by  calculary  deposit,  is  I  believe  some- 
what rare.  I  have  never  before  seen  an  instance  of  it 
in  my  practice,  which  extends  over  a  period  of  thirty. 


Benjamin  Page  applied  to  me,  stating  that  he  had 
long  suffered  from  '^sore  mouth,"  the  foetor  of  which 
was  intolerable,  the  whole  mucous  membrane  of  the 
mouth  was  highly  inflamed,  tongue  swollen,  and  ii» 
point  elevated  by  enlarged  sublingual  glands;  at  tfao 
bottom  of  a  pufly  swelling  of  the  mucous  covering  ct 
the  right  giand,  was  a  saudl  yellow  spot,  praaentin^ 
the  appearance  of  an  ulcer,  but  on  toudung  it  wifli » 
probe,  I  was  satisfied  that  it  was  a.  caleohu.  A  free- 
indsibft  was  made  over  it,  andttis  caleulus  eztnetod* 
The  left  sublingual  gland  being  even  larger  tlian  fhfr 
right,  highly  inflamed  but  not  ulcerated,  I  made  a  bm 
deep  incision  over  it,  the  bisloury  grated  against  a  hstd 
substance,  which  was  for  awhile,  however,  obacurad 
by  hsmorrhage,  but  on  passing  a  probe  into  the  vronnd, 
I  readily  picked  out  the  calculus,  measuring  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch  in  length,  and  nearly  an  inch  and  a 
iialf  in  drcumferenoe.  The  wounds  healed  kindly,  and 
in  a  few  days  the  man  was  perfectly  well. 


On  Sbyerb  Injury  of  thb  Knbb^oikt; 

Thb  followmg  case  is  one  of  practicBl  intereat^ 
esteblishing  the  fiict  contended  for  by  modem  Mwrgeej, 
that  severe  injuries  to  large  joints,  with  even  estendve 
penetrating  wounds  into  their  cavities,  do  not  invariably 
require  amputation. 

John  Rumsey,  aged  37  years,  while  mowing  gam, 
March  8th,  1849,  fell  with  his  bent  knee  on  the  edgo 
of  his  scythe,  which  divided  the  whole  anterior  pait  of 
the  joint,  the  ligamentum  patella,  with  the  extonal 
an4.  internal  lateral  ligaments.  To  all  appeoranee  tii* 
leg  hung  by  the  integument  on  the  back  of  the  limby 
the  posterior  ligaments,  and  flexor  tendons.  Tha 
patolla  was  retracted,  and  a  breadth  of  four  fingena 
could  be  readily  inserted  between  the  head  of  the  tibi» 
and  condyles  of  the  femur;  much  blood  was  lost» 
Being  from  home,  my  partner,  Mr.  Jarmain  attended, 
and  the  question  of  immediate  amputation  suggested 
itself,  but  being  without  assistance,  he  contented  him- 
self by  placing  the  limb  in  as  comfortable  a  poaition  aa 
possible  till  my  retom,  with  the  heel  well  raiaed,  and 
he  brought  the  edges  of  the  wound  together  with  sutures^ 
having  previously  freed  them  and  the  joint  from  ooagula 
and  all  extraneous  matters. 

On  visiting  the  case  some  hours  after,  I  found  hint 
free  from  pain,  the  limb  comftntable,  and  no  constitu- 
tional disturbance  present.  All  went  on  iktu  prospefw 
ously  for  three  days,  when  heat  and  pain  with  profose- 
dischaii^,  rendered  it  necessary  to  remove  the  dressings, 
the  edges  of  the  wound  retracted,  the  sutures  were 
sloughed  out,  the  whole  interior  of  the  joint  was  exposed, 
and  the  fearful  extent  of  the  wound  was  fuDy  apparent; 
extensive  abscesses  formed  in  the  course  of  the  vastua 
extemus  and  biceps  muscles,  constitutional  symptoms 
of  disturbance  set  in — ^rigon,  irritative  fever,  and  pro- 
fuse night  sweats.  These  symptoms,  hovrever,  gradually 
yielded  to  treatment,  and  after  a  confinement  to  his  bed 
for  fourteen  weeks,  to  his  house  for  twenty-aiz  wedci^ 
and  an  inability  to  return  to  hia  usual  employment  o£ 
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€igbteen    monthsi   he    now  again  wftiTifa^m^  a  large 
family  by  his  labour  as  a  husbandman. 

It  will  be  noticed,  that  although  great  pains  were 
taken  daring  the  progress  of  anchylosis  to  keep  the  leg 
straight,  yet  the  inflammation  and  consequent  shorten*, 
ing  of  the  biceps,  flexor,  cruris,  and  outer  head  of  the 
gastrocnemius,  have  produced  a  necessity  in  progreasion 
for  eversion  of  the  foot.  •     - 

,  Although  aware  that  Dr,  Rhea  Barton  and  Dr. 
Cribson,  both  of  Philadelphia,  are  reported  to  have 
suocessfdUy  operated  for  the  removal  of  anchylosis  of 
.the  knee-joint,  I  am  too  well  satisfied  with  the  lesult  of 
this  case  to  contemplate  ftirther  interference. 


^WEST  NORFOLK  AND  LYNN  HOSPITAL. 

CA8B8  ADMnm>  UKDBS  THB  GABB  OF  CHABLB8  COTTON, 
X.D,  FB.C.B^  SENIOB  8UBGE0N  TO  THE  HOSPITAL. 

Stone  in  the  Bladder — Liihoiriiy — Cure, 

William  Kemp,  labourer,  aged  64  years,  admitted 
November  21st,  1848,  with  symptoms  of  stone  of 
•several  month's  duration.  Catheter  passed ,  and  a  mode- 
•rate  sized  calculus  detected. 

Nor,  24th.— Bladder  injected  and  screw  lithotrite 
Introduced.  '  The  stone  was  readily  seized  and  easily 

-  crushed,  the  index  of  the  instrutnent  marking  9-12tbs, 
and  yielding  to  5-l2ths  on  the  application  of  the  screw. 
On  withdrairing  the  lithotrite  the  blades  of  the  forceps 
"Were  found  densely  impacted  with  triple  phospbatic 
'fragments.  To  keep  his  bed  and  have  constant  hot 
^mentations  to  pubic  and  perineal  regions.  Anodyne 
•dnnght  directly.  Slop  diet;  barley,  gum,  or  linseed 
mueilage  for  drink. 

-  27th. — Several  pordons  of  detritus  have  come  away 
daring  micturition,  giving  but  little  inconvenience. 
Catheter-forceps  introduced,  and  some  more  fragments 

•  withdrawn.    Anodyne  draught  given  and  fomentations 

xepeated. 

30th.-— Muco-purulent  and  calculous  deposit  in  the 
urine;  "feels  a  little  cutting  on  making  water,  and 
Tather  weak ;  but  is  otherwise  quite  weU." — R.  Bals. 
Copaibse,  m.  xx. ;  Liq.  Potassse,  m.  x. ;  Mudl.  Acacis, 
ox.,  iss.    Ter  die  sum.    Full  diet  and  gin. 

December  5th — Made  out-patient. 

19th. — ^No  difficulty  attends  micturition ;  urine  dear ; 
1>ladder  carefully  explored,  and  a  catheter-scoop  reintro- 
duced, but  not  a  particle  of  calculous  matter  discovered. 
Anodyne  draught  and  hot  fomentations.  To  remain 
an  in-door  patient  a  day  or  two.  Repetatur  mist,  bis 
terve  die. 

30th. — ^Discharged  cured. 

Sione  in  the  Bladder— Eight  email  Calculi  Removed  h^ 
Caiheter-Forcepe^Cure, 

Samuel  Fisher,  farm  labourer,  aged  71  years. 
.Admitted  August  14thy  1849.    Had  suffered  severely 


the  last  nine  months,  from  pain  referred  to  the  region 
of  the  bladder,  and  grsat  difficulty  at  times  in  making 
water,  aggravated  by  walking,  or  riding  in  any  oneasy 
vehicle.  By  sounding  with  the  finger  in  the  rectum, 
several  small  calculi  were  detected.  The  urinary  pat- 
sages  were  found  in  a  highly  sensitive  oonditkm,  and 
the  patient  complained  bittedy  of  the  examination. 
To  be  immediately  put  to  bed, 'to  have  flannels  wrung 
out  of  hot  water  to  the  pubis,  frequently  renewed.— R. 
Extr.  Hyoscyami,  gr.  ij. ;  Liq.  Potassse,  m.  xz.; 
Infusi  Diosmn.,  oz.  ij.  M.  Hat  haust  stat.  sum.  et 
repetatur  ter  in  die.  Bread  and  milk  or  broth'diet, 
and  linseed  decoction  ad  libitum, 

18th.— Better,  irritation  subsided ;  bladder  Injeeted 
with  warm  water  and  catheter-foroeps  introduced. 
A  small  lithate  of  ammonia  calculus  the  size  of  a  horse- 
■  bean,  with  its  shell  crushed,  was  then  withdrawn  between 
the  blades  of  the  instrument  Scoop  reintroduced, 
bladder  injected  through  it  and  a  second  similar  ealctthu 
extracted.  Hot  water  applications  to  tiie  perineum. 
No  alteration  in  diet  or  medicine. 

19th. — No  un&vourable  symptom;  some  soreness 
and  smarting;  has  passed  urine  freely,  mixed  with  a  tim 
calculous  particles  and  grit. 

24th. — ^Three  pisiform  calculi  removed  by  means  of 
catheter-scoop. 

September  Ist. — ^Three  other  small  calculi,  in  all 
eight,  extracted  with  the  catheter-scoop. 

2nd. — No  material  ailment  beyond  a  trifling  soreness. 
Urine  thick  and  scanty.  Full  diet  and  porter. — R.  Tinct. 
Ferri  Sesquichlorid.,  m.  x. ;  Tinct.  Hyos.,  m.  xx. ; 
Decoct.  Pareirte,  oz.  ij.     Fiat  haust.  ter  die  snmendus. 

7th. — Feels  quite  well  and  passes  water  without  dis- 
comfort.    Bladder  explored ;  no  other  calculus  detected. 

10th.— Discharged. 

Remarke, — ^The  above  cases  (selected  from  upwards 
of  a  dozen  occurring  in  hospital  and  private  prac- 
tice,) treated  by  the  lithotrity  or  sliding  catheter-forceps, 
without  a  single  accident  attending  the  operation,  may 
be  contrasted  with  that  of  Stebbing,  reported  in  ih» 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  of  February, 
1846,  a  patient  in  whom  the  kidneys  were  found  to  be 
mere  cysts,  and  where  death  took  place  on  the  6th  day, 
after  a  few  "  irresistible  attempts"  to  break  up  a  large 
oxalate  calculus. 

The  case  of  Fisher  is  destitute  of  any  particular 
practical  interest  beyond  that  of  showing  tlte  value  of 
the  sliding  catheter-forceps,  (invented  by  Mr.  Weiss,) 
in  cases  where  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the 
calculus  is  of  small  size,  or  when,  after  crushing,  it  is 
so  desirable  to  prevent  the  chance  of  a  fragment  re- 
maining to  form  a  future  nucleus.  Indeed  nothing 
can  be  more  simple  than  the  use  of  this  instrument  in 
cases  to  which  it  is  especially  applicable,  if  the  following 
method  be  observed: — The  injection  of  the  bladder 
having  been  completed  in  the  usual  manner,  and  the 
stopcock-catheter  withdrawn,  the  catheter-forceps,  plug- 
ged,  are  to  be  introduced  in  its  place,  and  the  bladder 
fairly  entered,  the  convexity  of  the  fixed  blade  is  then 
to  be  directed  towards  its  posterior  part,  whilst  the 
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moveable  blade  la  withdrawn  by  the  thumb,  and  the 
iiyection  allowed  to  escape,  daring  which  the  blades  of 
the  forceps  must  be  gently  dosed  and  separated,  from 
time,  to  time,  when  the  msh  of  the  injection  through  the-' 
Inatrament,  and  the  contraction  of  the  bladder  wifl"^' 
almost  soiely  force  any  foreign  body  within  its  grasp; 
of  course  especial  ca)re  must  be  taken  to  dislodge  wil^  - 
the ,  stilet  any  unyielding  calculus  or  fragment  which  * 
cannot   be   withdrawn   witiiout    over-stretching   and 
injury  to  the  urinary  canal,  for  although  instances  have 
been  witnessed  of  the  extraction  of  incredible-sized 
calculi  or  fragments  by  this  instrument,  without  any 
^important  casualty,  others,  again,  have  been  observed  in 
which  such  practice  has  been  attended  by  miserable 
Buffering. and  the  most  disastrous  consequences. 

[To  b*  contiiwMd.] 
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BATH  A!t!fD  BEISTOL  BEANCH. 


Thb  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Bath  and  Bristol 
Branch  of  the  P&oyingial  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Association  was  held  at  the  General  Hospital, 
on  Thursday,  July  15th,  when  there  were  present  Drs. 
Davies,  Gidley,  Goodridge,  Tunstall,  and  J.  Watson, 
Messrs.  Bartrum,  Mason,  Norman,  Ormond,  J.  Soden, 
J.  Smith  Soden,  Stone,  of  Bath ;  Drs.  W.  C.  Fox  and 
Davey,  of  Northwoods ;  Dr.  F.  K.  Fox,  of  Brisling- 
ton;  Dr.  Dyke,  of  Corsham;  Dr.  Woodforde,  of 
Taunton;  Mr.Vicary,  of  Warminster;  Mr.Washboume, 
of  Corsham ;  Drs.  Kay  and  Symonds,  Messrs.  Clark, 
Colthurst,  Lancaster,  Mayor,  Sleeman,  and  Smerdon, 
of  Bristol. 

Hie  notice  of  the  meeting  having  been  read  by  the 
Bath  Secretary,  Dr.  Symonds,  in  resigning  the  Chair 
to  Mr.  Norman,  thanked  the  members  for  their  support 
of  him  during  his  period  of  office,  and  expressed  his 
■adsfaction,  that  in  his  successor,  (Mr.  Norman,)  would 
be  found  a  gentleman  so  acceptable  to  every  member  of 
the  profession. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  anniversary  having 
been  read  by  the  Bristol  Secretary,  the  Presid:fnt  read 
bis  Address  as  follows : — 

Gentlemen, — ^My  first  duty  in  addressing  you  is  to 
acknowledge  my  obligations  and  to  return  you .  my 
thanks  for  the  honour  you  have  conferred  on  me  in 
appointing  me  the  President  of  the  Bath  and  Bristol 
Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Associa- 
tion; an  office  which  might  have  been  placed  in  better 
hands— an  office  which  was  so  ably  filled  last  year  that 
I  must  necessarily  be  placed  in  the  position,  *'  That 
*  when  a  well-praised  actor  leaves  the  stage,  the  eyes  of 
men  are  idly  bent  on  him  who  follows  after."  That  this 
is  no  exaggeration  will  be  admitted  by  all  who  heard,  last 
year,  at  Bristol,  the  eloquent  and  animated  address  of 
Dr.  Symonds.  But,  gentlemen,  I  stand  amongst 
friends,  who  will  not  require  or  expect  more  of  me 


than  my  capabilities  are  equal  to,  who  will  give  to  my 
defects  all  the  indulgence  which  kindneas  can  dictate. 
Gentlemen,  I  congratulate  you  on  the  return  of  thi» 
anniversary  meeting,  and  on  the  number  of  membeiia 
present,  large  considering  the  sacrifice  you  who  am 
jkrcsetit  must  have  made,  and  considering  the  laiger 
niimber  which  have  been  kept  away  by  the  imperativB 
duties  of  their  profession. . 

The  success  which  has  attended  the '  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association  is  a  gratification  to 
us  all.  That  great  improvement  has  taken  place  in  our 
profession  in  the  provinces  no  one  can  deny.  Me£cal 
and  surgical  talent  has  acquired  a  higher  degree  of 
excellence,  intelligence  has  become  more  diffiised,  and 
the  character  and  position  of  the  medical  practitioner 
h^ve  become  proportionately  elevated.  I  think  yoo 
will  agree  with  me  that  some  portion  of  this  improve- 
ment has  been  effected  by  the  meetinga^of  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  Association,  and  of  its  Branches.  Hie 
social  intercourse  of  members  at  these  meetings,  and  ttte 
discussions  on  various  subjects,  have  tended  to  improve 
and  elevate  the  charscter  of  the  profession,  and  to 
remedy  many  of  its  defects  without  the  long-lobked-for 
aid  of  legislation.  It  does,  however,  now  appear  that 
there  is  a  greater  prospect  of  arriving  at  a  better  undei- 
standing,  and  more  union  of  opinion,  amongst  the 
members  of  the  profession  on  the  subject  of  legislatioB. 
In  farthering  that  object  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association  has  rendered  most  essential  aid, 
by  obtaining  through  its  various  branches  the  opinioai 
of  nearly  all  the  provincial  practitioners,  and  a  greater 
d^iree  of  unanimity,  the  want  of  which  haa  been  one 
great  obstacle  to  the  production  of  any  satiafactoiy 
enactment.  The  new  Charters  obtained  by  our  two 
Royal  Colleges  have  removed  some  formidable  impedi- 
ments to  practical  legislation;  and  it  is  a  sul^ectof 
congratulation  to  the  profession  that  tiiese  collegiate 
bodies  have  become  convinced  that,  noble  and  excellent 
as  their  institutions  were,  they  were  capable  of  improve- 
ment, and  of  being  modelled  into  forms  more  la 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  with  the 
wants  of  the  profession.  Improvement  in  our  profes- 
sion has  of  late  years  been  mudi  advanced  by  tiie 
operation  of  the  periodicals,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
well-conducted  weddy  medical  press.  The  jounal  of- 
our  Association  has  also  contributed  much  tbwards  tiie 
same  object,  and  has  proved  a  source  of  informatioa 
and  of  gratification  to  the  members.  Hiese  publica- 
tions, together  with  the  two  able  half-yearly  "  Retro- 
spects," have  so  fully  displayed  the  progress  whidi 
medical  science  has  made  during  the  last  year,  that  it 
would  be  superfluous  to  attempt,  and  impossible  to 
accomplish,  in  an  address  of  this  kind,  any  regolsr 
ennmeration. 

The  investigation  of  the  minute  anatomy  of  tiie 
various  organs  by  means  of  the  microscope,  has  been 
continued,  and  various  physiological  and  pathological 
fects  deduced  therefrom.  The  structure  and  the  moibi^ 
conditions  of  the  kidneys  are  now  being  minutely  and 
carefully  examined  by  Dr.  Haafield  Jones;  and  m'ndi 
light  has  been  thrown,  not  only  on  the  diseases  of  thoas 
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organs,  bat  also  on  the  morbid  conditiona  of  the  system 
arising  from  oin^anic  disease,  and  the  oonsequent  imper- 
fect fbnction  of  the  kidneys.  Hie  chemical  and  other 
changes  foond  in  the  secretion'  of  the  kidneys  are  more 
oonstantly  noticed,  and  carefolly  taamined,  by  all  pne* 
titioners  in  inTcstigating  the  vations  diseases  of  the 
body^  as  well  as  the  pfecniiar  diseases  of  the  kidneys.  > 
The  microscopic  inyestigation  of  mafignant  growth 


is  being  pursued  with  zeal,  and  although  as  yet  ttun  .^ifedJji  the  quantity  of  calomel  was  increased,  and 


light  thrown  on  the  subject  may  not  have  led  to  any 
cnratiTe  discoTery,  we  may  hope  that  by  further  eluci- 
dation some  better  practical  knowledge  may  be  arrived 
at  in  that  hitherto  intractible  class  of  disease. 

It  was  well  observed  in  the  Address  of  the  last  year, 
that  the  type  of  disease,  not  only  of  epidemics  but  of 
ordinary  maladies,  varied  much  at  different  periods.  In 
ihe  greater  part  of  the  last  year,  judging  from  the 
different  reports,  from  my  own  observation,  and  from, 
what  I  have  heard  frbm  others,  it  would  appear  that  the 
amount  of  cases  in  the  last  year  has  been  much  below 
the  ordinary  average,  whilst  the  number  of  deaths  have 
been  greater  than  usual,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of - 
disease. 

Inflammatory  affections  of  the  thoracic  viscera  have 
formed,  I  believe,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  diseases 
of  the  last  winter  and  spring.  Cases  of  pleuro-pneu- 
monia  and  bronchial  pneumonia  hate  been  severe,  and 
not  unfrequently  fatal. 

My  own  observation  and  the  reports  of  others,  induce 
Hie  to  think  that  the  almost  forgotten  and  nearly  for- 
bidden remedy  of  bleeding,  has  been  more  called  for, 
and  more  advantageously  employed,  than  for  some 
previous  years ;  the  peculiar  type  of  disease  may,  no 
doubt,  have  occasioned  this,  but  I  am  one  of  those  who 
think  that  we  have  somewhait  too  hastily  discarded  this 
remedy  from  our  practice,  and  have  rushed  from  the 
rash,  and  it  may  be  the  fatal  abstractions  of  blood,  which 
at  one  time  prevailed,  too  far  in  an  opposite  extreme,  (a 
Tery  common  error  in  human  reasoning,)  and  that  we 
may  have  somewhat  to  retrace  our  steps,  and  not  disre- 
gard blood-letting  in  every  case,  but  allow  our  judgment, 
in  the  particular  case  under  consideration  to  guide  ua* 
I  am  too  old  in  the  profession  to  allow  my  opinion  to 
be  formed  on  any  one  result,  but  a  case  which  lately 
came  under  my  observation  may  serve  to  explain, 
though  not  to  confirm,  the  propriety  of  bleeding : — 


of  lung  existed  on  the  right  side>  excepting  at  tfaa 
upper  and  anterior  portion.  His  distress  was  great; 
he  could  not  remain  in  bed,  or  recline  in  the  least 
degree.  His  legs  wore  oedematous.  It  was  evident 
this  state  of  things  could  not  go  on  long,  and  his  medical 
^^opdant  agreed  with  me  in  thinking,  that  under  tits 
ci^mstances  it  would  be  justifiable  to  try  anoth^ 
bleeding,  which  afforded  very  connderable  relief  almost 


the  chest  further  blistered.  The  following  day  hhi 
medical  attendant  found  him  better,  but  the  next  day 
considerably  worse,  and  guided  by  the  relief  affordeft 
by  the  former  bleedmgs,  he  bled  him  again  largely; 
from  that  time  his  recovery  was  progressive,  the  calomel 
was .  continued  for  a  time,  but  it  never  affected  hia 
mouth,  and  he  has  now  perfectly  recovered. 


Cate. — I  went  some  distance  to  see  a  young  man,  who, 
two  weeks  before  had  become  the  subject  of  bronchitis. 
His  medical  attendant  had  employed  ordinary  meaner 
but  after  a  few  days  his  breathing  became  so  bad,  that 
be  bled  him  somewhat  largely,  with  considerable  relief 
but  in  two  days  more  he  again  became  worse;  his 
medical  attendant  was  deterred  from  repeating  the 
bleeding,  by  the  great  prostration  of  strength  in  this 
bitherto  robust  man,  and  by  the  weakness  of  the  pulse ; 
be  therefore  trusted  to  calomel,  tarter  emetic,  blisters, 
&c  When  I  saw  him  he  had  double  pneumonia;  the 
whole  left  side  of  the  chest  was  perfectly  dull;  no 
sespiratory  murmur ;  the  beats  of  the  heart  not  audible ; 
the  pulse  at  the  wrist  very  indistmct.    The  same  state 


:  In  cases  of  congestion  of  the  brain,  threatening 
immediate  apoplexy,  I  cannot  think  it  prudent  to  trust 
to  the  slower  process  of  local  depletion,  instead  of 
taking  blood  from  the  arm ;  nor  in  the  first  stage  of 
enteritis  can  I  think  it  wise,  in  every  case,  to  avoid 
general  bleeding,  and  apply  leeches  to  the  abdomen, 
which  take  blood  from  vessels  totally  unconnected  with 
those  which  supply  the  villous  coat  of  the  intestine ;  or 
to  rely  wholly  on  calomel*and  opium,  where  the  oppor- 
tunity exists  of  early  depletion,  in  addition  to  these 
means. 

The  asthenic  influence  of  chloroform,  which  has 
proved  so  valuable  in  procuring  an  absence  of  pain  in 
surgical  operations,  has  been  employed  lately  for  the 
mitigation  or  cure  of  some  of  the  more  violent  forms  6t 
spasmodic  disease.  The  ease  with  which  the  effect  df 
chloroform  is  produced  in  children,  and  the  quicknesa 
^th  which  they  recover  from  its  effects,  might  induce 
its  trial  in  the  violent  convulsions  of  children.  In 
tetanus,  in  hydrophobia,  epilepsy,  and  the  violent 
paroxysms  of  mania,  it  would  be  quite  justifiable  of 
employ  this  agent;  I  have  had  no  experience  of  its 
use  in  these  cases,  but  I  have  known  it  used  with  marked 
advantage  in  allaying  the  distressing  paroxysms  of 
angina  pectoris. 

Gentlemen,  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Generd 
Association,  and  at  the  meetings  of  most  of  the  branches, 
the  subjects,  I  might  almost  say  the  disr^utable  sub^ 
jects  of  hydropathy  and  homoeopathy,  have  been  strongly 
alluded  to,  and  somewhat  violently  discussed ;  it  may, 
therefore,  be  expected  that  I  should  allude  to  them, 
though  I  confess  I  would  rather  leave  to  the  purifying 
effects  of  time  the  subsidence  of  such  impurities,  than, 
by  stirring  up,  render  turbid  the  pure  stream  of  mediad 
science.  I  hardly  think  that  good  policy  or  good  taste 
were  evinced  in  some  portion  of  the  notice  taken  of  those 
fallacies.  Our  profession  is  not,  nor  can  it  ever  become, 
one  of  bigotry  or  intolerance ;  our  duty  is,  to  view  with 
calmness  all  moral  theories,  to  extract  the  good,  refute 
the  error,  and  live  in  charity  with  all  mankind.  The 
use  of  water  in  medical  and  surgical  practice  has  been 
employed  long  before  the  practice  was  distorted  into 
the  so-called  science  of  hydropathy.  Somewhere  about 
1807  or  1808,  Dr.  James  Cuzrie  published  "  Medicd 
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Reports  on  Water,  as  a  Remedy  in  FeTer  and  Febrile 
Diseases,  whether  ^plied  to  the  Sarfaces  of  the 
Body,  or  used  Internally;"  and  I  have  his  fifth 
edition,  in  two  volnmes,  published  in  1814.  Dr. 
€airie  has  there  pointed  out  the  principles  on  which 
his  agent  should  be  used;  its  advantages  in  local 
inflammation  and  in  febrile  disease.  He  has  also 
shown  the  danger  of  its  indiscriminate  use,  and  the 
cautions  necessary  in  employing  it.  Well  would  It 
have  been  if  they  Who  have  of  late  years  introduced 
this  remedy  as  a  cure  for  all  disorders,  had  studied  the 
principles  and  observed  the  cautions  of  this  author. 
Let  hydropathy  be  stripped  of  all  its  meretricious  aid, 
and  water  will  take  the  place  it  before  had  as  a  medical 
agent. 

The  only  claim  which  homoepathy  has  to  utility  is  a 
yery  indirect  one,  namely,— that  it  has  induced  some 
portion  of  the  higher  classes,  who  have  debilitated 
their  constitutions  by  luxury,  and  others  who  are 
labouring  under  a  nervous  and  a  morbid  anxiety 
lespectmg  their  own  health,  to  refrain  from  taking  a 
deleterious  amount  of  medicine,  most  frequently  self- 
ordered,  and  brought  them  to  believe,  by  the  high- 
sounding  names  of  the  drugs  said  to  be  contained  in 
their  pillules,  that  they  are  doing  a  great  deal  when,  in 
foct,  they  are  doing  nothipg;  the  course  they  had 
before  been  adrised  to  follow  by  every  honest  medical 
practitioner.  But  against  this  doubtfal,  and  at  all 
events,  dishonest  advantage  is  to  to  be  placed  the 
allowing  acute  disease  to  take  its  coarse  uncontrolled 
in  those  who  have  unhappily  put  faith  in  this  practice ; 
and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  many  lives  have  fallen 
a  sacrifice  to  this  infatuation,  indeed  I  believe  in  this 
town  a  young  physician,  a  practitioner  of  homoeopathy, 
.  died  of  acute  inflammation  of  the  brain,  which  might 
have  been  arrested,  perhaps,  in  its  earlier  state,  by 
intelligent  treatment,  bat  I  suppose,  like  other  jealous 
bigots,  he  preferred  to  die  in  the  fidth  he  had  adopted. 

Another  £alse  meteor  which  has  visited  the  world  at 
various  times  now  flourishes  somewhat  under  the  name 
of  the  dreamer — ^Mesmer.  Now,  this  so-called  science 
has  no  pretention  whatever  to  the  name,  as  even  its 
advocates  say  that  the  knowledge  and  the  influence  of 
it  can  only  be  felt  and  possessed  by  a  few.  This 
admission  excludes  all  notion  of  its  being  a  science.  A 
scientific  discovery  has  no  sooner  been  made  than  it 
becomes  known  to  every  one;  every  one  can  appreciate 
and  employ  it.  When  steam  was  discovered  to  be  the 
efficient  and  easily  employed  agent  in  producing  that 
tremendous  power — a  vacuum,  every  one  could  under- 
stand its  principle;  and  when  mechanical  ingenuity 
had  discovered  the  way  to  convert  the  motion  of  the 
cylinder  into  a  rotatory  motion,  steam  was  made  avail- 
able to  all  the  purposes  we  now  find  it.  As  soon  as  it 
was  discovered  that  metallic  plates,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, woald  produce  the  electric  fluid,  the  fact 
became  generally  known,  and  its  application  not  confined 
to  the  few ;  on  the  contrary,  at  every  railway  station 
the  fluid  can  be  produced,  and  its  agency  employed  to 
any  distance  to  which  a  continuous  wire  can  be  carried, 
thereby  enabling  us  really  to  effect,  (what  the  mesmerists 


pretend  to,)  the  knowledge  of  what  is  doing  in  the  most 
distant  parts.  But  what  most  provokes  one's  ire  Is* 
that  the  doctrine  of  Mesmer  has  been  introduced  into 
the  treatment  of  disease, — ^that  pereons  who  are  other- 
wise sensible  people,  believe  that  they,  (knowing  nothiog 
of  the  medical  art,)  can  cure  by  this  mystenoos  agea^ 
the  most  formidable  oompUdats ;  and  not  content  wifli 
believing  this  absurdity  themselves,  they  make  the 
most  strenuous  endeavour  to  procure  converts  to  tliev 
faith,  of  which  they  have  so  much  dread  on  some  other 
occasions,  and  unscrupulously  intrude  themselvee  into 
the  chambers  of  our  patients,  persuading  them  that 
they  can  cure  disorders  much  more  quickly  than  WB 
can,  and  even  diseases  which  we  make  no  pretensum  to 
do  more  than  palliate,  inducing  the  poor  creatures  to 
believe,  and  probably  believing  themselves,  that  thej 
can  give  an  earthly  immortality  to  our  frail  and  peridi- 
able  bodies. 

One  other  topic  only  remains,  and  that  is  one  of 
melancholy  import.  Two  of  the  members  of  this  brsndi 
have  departed  this  life  since  our  last  meeting, — Mr. 
Mortimer,  of  Clifton,  and  Dr.  Henry  Fox,  of  Bristol, 
and  of  Northwoods.  Mr.  Mortimer  was  a  Member  oC 
the  Royal  College  of  Suigeons  in  1804.  He  was 
a  successful  general  practitioner  for  many  years  at 
Cheltenham,  and  afterwards  at  Bristol,  where  he  died  in 
November  last.  He  was  known  and  esteemed  by  all 
his  medical  brethren,  and  particularly  by  the  memben 
of  this  branch.  Dr.  Henry  Fox  was  the  second,  but 
eldest  surviving  son  of  Dr.  Edward  Long  Fox,  q£ 
Brislington  House.  He  was  born  at  Bristol  in  January, 
1788,  and  commenced  his  medical  education  at  Glasgow 
in  1804,  from  whence  in  the  following  year  he  removed 
to  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge,  where  he  took  his 
degree  of  B.M.  in  1811,  having  previously  studied  for 
two  years  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  where  he 
filled  the  office  of  President  to  the  Royal  Medical 
Society.  He  then  establbhed  himself  in  Bristol,  and 
speedily  acquired  an, extensive  practice.  He  was  fint 
elected  Physician  to  St.  Peter's  Hospital  in  Bristol,  and 
afterwards,  in  1816,  was  elected  Physician  to  die 
Bristol  Infirmary.  In  the  year  1832  he  relinquished, 
for  the  most  part,  his  general  practice,  and  built  aa 
asylum  for  the  insane  at  Northwoods,  in  the  county  of 
Gloucester.  Dr.  Henry  Fox  was  well  known  to  us  sll ; 
we  have  enjoyed  his  society,  his  hospitality,  and  many 
of  us  his  friendship.  He  was  an  intelligent  physician, 
and  a  most  amiable  and  consdentous  man,  possessing, 
perhaps,  too  sensitive  a  disposition  to  contend  with  all 
the  asperities  and  difficulties  of  professional  life;  and 
there  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  disease  under 
which  ho  laboured  brought  his  existence  to  a  more 
rapid  close,  owing  to  the  severity  with  which  he  was 
visited  by  those  who  had  a  legal  superintendence  of  that 
branch  of  the  profession  which  he  pursued. 

I  have  detained  you,  gentlemen,  somewhat  too  long 
with  this  erratic  address,  I  will  now  thank  you  for  your 
patience  and  indulgence,  and  proceed  to  the  business  of 
the  day. 

The  following  report  was  then  presented  to  the 
meeting  by  the  Council : — 
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JReport  of  the  Local  Council  for  the  Year  1852. 

.  **  In.  Accordanoe  with  the  U8qal  oustom  it  is  to-day 
Hie  plotting  daty  of  your  Council  to  review  the  pro- 
eeedings  of  this  Branch-Association  daring  the  past 
twelve  months,  though  from  their  recnnrencoy  and  the 
similarity  of  the  subjects  engaging  the  attention^  the 
Viemben  cannot  expect  to  receive  anything  more  than 
ji..pflising  zeview  of  some  of  the  objects  that  have 
jjpmdly  interested  the  medical  profession,  or  have  come 
voder  our  own  immediate  notice. 

"  For  the  last  several  years  Medical  Reform  has  been 
fm  annual  topic  not  always  of  a  pleasing  natnroi  and 
apparently  doomed  to  be  a  source  of  continual  disap- 
pointment. It  is  well  known  to  you  that  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  last  Parliamentary  Session,  a  Bill  was 
carefully  drawn  up  under  the  direction  of  the  Central 
Comcil  of  this  Association,  relating  to  this  oft-attempted 
subject,  which  Bill,  while  embracing  all  the  points  for 
years  urged  upon  the  profession  and  the  Government 
by  the  Association,  was  framed,  with  the  hope  of  meeting 
the  wishes  not  only  of  the  majority  of  the  profession, 
but  also  the  objections  of  the  leading  examining  bodies 
of  the  kmgdom.  This  Bill,  for  which  the  profession  is 
indebted  to  Mr.  Hastings,  the  son  of  our  valued  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  received  a  more  unanimous  support 
from  the  various  conflicting  interests  than  any  that  had 
hitherto  been  proposed,  indeed  it  bid  fair  to  become  the 
basis  of  fhture  legislation,  when  it  was  abruptly  stopped 
by  the  resignation  of  the  late  Home  Secretary,  who  had 
made  himself  fully  acquainted  with  the  details  of  this 
complicated  subject. 

"  The  Central  Council  having  requested  the  opinion 
of  all  the  Branches  on  this  Bill,  your  Local  Council 
having  drawn  your  special  attention  to  it  by  a  circular 
to  each  member,  gave  it  the  most  careful  consideration, 
and  with  some  slight  modifications,  which  have  been 
published  in  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  of  March  3rd,  were  prepared  to  give  it  their 
best  support. 

"  Since  our  last  meeting  a  Supplementary  Charter 
has  been  granted  to  the  College  of  Surgeons  of  England, 
making  several  important  modifications  in  the  election 
of  Fellows  and  the  selection  of  its  Council,  which  will 
be  firand  productive  of  much  service,  as  tending  to  allay 
the  former  feelings  of  irritation,  and  extend  the  popu- 
larity of  the  College.  The  formation  of  a  Board  of 
Examiners  in  Midwifery  has  been  one  of  the  most 
important  practical  results  of  this  modified  Charter, 
whereby  a  great  anomaly  has  lieen  remedied. 

"  Coincident  with  the  alteration  of  the  Charter  of  the 
CdUfige  of  Surgeons  is  the  proposal  to  alter  that  of  the 
Ltmdon  College  of  Physicians,  into  which  are  to  be 
introduoed  elements  of  a  much  more  popular  charactei; 
than  have  hitherto  existed  in  that  body. 

"These  varied  circumstances,  as  well  as  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  former  endeavours  to  found  a  new  licensing 
body  for  the  General  Pnuititioner,  lead  your  Council  to 
hope  that  the  long-agitated  subject  of  Medical  Reform 
^frill  ere  long  be  set  at  rest,  as  never  before  have  the 
Tarious  parties  interested  so  little  disagreed. 

"  On  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  our  own  Branch, 
your  Council  are  happy  to  find  that  the  interest  taken 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  quarterly  meetings  continues 


unabated.  Those  who  had  the  gratification  of  hearing, 
at  our  last  anniversary,  the  address  of  your  retiring 
President,  (Dr.  Symonds,)  can  but  congratulate  them- 
selves that  meetings  such  as  these  have  been  the  means 
of^.eliciting  such  philosophic  views,  confirmed  as  they 
are  by  practical  experience,  and  tempered  by  the  highest 
professional  rectitude.  The  subjects  brought  before 
jyou  during  the  past  year  have  been  of  the  usual  varied 
character. 

"  Dr.  Bume,  at  the  September  meeting,  narrated  a 
'Case  of  Mumps,'  illustrating  the  sequela  of  that 
complaint. 

**  Dr.  Woodforde  detailed  the  *  History  and  Appear- 
ance of  a  very  rare  Disease  of  the  Tongue.' 

''  Dr.  Budd  gave  the  *  History  of  a  Case  of  Abscess  of 
the  Cerebellum,  originating  in  Caries  of  the  Petrous 
Bone.' 

"  Dr.  Swayne,  in  December,  gave  some  valuable  illus- 
trations of  the  various  cranial  presentations. 

"Mr.  Conway  Edwards  detailed  the  effects  of 
chloroform  in  different  diseases. 

"  Mr.  Barrett  and  Mr.  Soden,  at  the  same  meeting, 
narrated  soine  cases  illustrating  the  obscurity  of  the 
inflammatory  diseases  of  the  bowels. 

"  Mr.  Clark  also  exhibited  a  man  on  whom  he  had 
performed  'Dopuytren's  Operation  for  Artificial  Anus.' 

'*  At  the  last  meeting  Mr.  Bailey  gave  the  '  History 
of  a  Case  of  Internal  Strangulation,'  presenting  several 
points  of  considerable  interest,  and  * 

"  Mr.  Nield  favoured  the  Association  with  his  expe- 
rience hi  the  application  of  nitrate  of  silver  to  the 
larynx. 

"  At  this  meeting  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  the  subject 
of  the  payment,  by  the  life-insurance  Offices,  of  the 
medical  attendant  of  those  proposing  to  insure,  but  it 
not  being  customary  to  discuss  such  topics  at  out 
quarterly  meetings,  it  was  deferred  till  to-day,  it  being 
a  subject  in  which  the  profession  has  taken  an  increasing 
mterest ;  for  while  there  is  some  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  the  proper  course  of  conduct  in  ordinary  cases, 
many  members  are  inclined  to  act  firmly  in  every  case, 
your  Council  will,  therefore,  leave  it  for  your  full 
discussion  to-day,  every  member  having  received  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Wilson's  motion,  that  if  you  think  fit  a  specific 
resolution  may  be  forwarded  by  this  Branch  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Association  at  Oxford  next  week. 

**  Had  our  meetings  been  marked  only  by  the  narra- 
tion of  the  cases  mentioned  above,  our  time  would  have 
been  well  spent,  but  those  who  have  been  present  at 
them  know  how  much  was  elicited  by  these  narratives,— 
how  much  more  strongly  the  facts  were  thus  impressed 
upon  the  mind,— -and  how,  even  the  most  experienced, 
must  have  been  pleased  to  have  his  own  views  confirmed 
or  modified  by  those  around  him,  while  to  the  younger 
members,  these  and  similar  meetings  are  invaluable  as 
stimulating  professional  zeal,  and  tending  to  correct 
crude  or  ill-defined  ideas. 

"  During  the  past  year  the  local  contributions  to  the 
Medical  Benevolent  Fund  have  been  satisfactory,  several 
of  the  members  having  increased  their  annual  sub- 
scriptions. It  is,  however,  always  a  source  of  regret, 
that  every  member  of  this  Branch,  having  the  means  to 
do  so,  does  not  feel  the  duty  of  thus  helping  those 
whom  unforeseen  circumstances  may  have  reduced  to  a 
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ftele  of  porertj  and  dertitution.  This  year  hai  been 
marked  hj  its  first  anniTerBary  dinner,  at  which/  thiougii 
the  exertions  of  its  many  friends,  jf590  was  ooUected; 
this  som,  it  should  be  understood,  will  be  added  to  ili 
capital  fond,  and  the  income  derived  from  it  be^iiiM 
to  the  granting  annuities  to  decayed  members  of*lkft< 
profession,  or  their  representatiTes. 

**  Coincident  with,  but  not  consequent  on*  thftvJar, 
creased  means  of  usefulness  of  the  Benevolent  Fitfi4 
your  Council  are  grieved  to  state,  that  the  Proyident 
Fund,  known  as  the  British  Medical  Fund,  from  the 
Blender  support  given  it  by  the  bulk  of  the  profession, 
win  probably  be  dissolved.  Having  existed  upon  false 
principles  for  several  years,  at  length  it  was  taken  up 
by  some  ardent  friends,  end  the  utmost  exertions  us^d 
to  procure  the  most  extensive  support,  based  as  it  then 
was  upon  the  soundest  principles,  and  guaranteed  by  the 
odculations  and  assistance  of  one  of  our  most  valtie^' 
actuaries ;  notwithstandmg  these  apparently  frivourable 
drcumstances,  the  support  has  been  so  limited  as  to 
oblige  the  Committee  to  wind  it  up  in  accordance  with 
the  Friendly  Societies'  Act,  under  which  it  was  registered. 
If  this  be  a  source  of  sorrow,  the  past  year  has  been 
marked  by  the  most  vigorous  exertions  to  found  a 
Hedical  Benevolent  College,  embracmg  objects  of  a 
varied  character.  ;f  10,000  having  been  ahready  pos- 
sessed, it  will  probably  be  carried  into  effect,  as  it  has 
been  nobly  aided  not  only  by  some  of  the  members  of 
the  profession,  but  also  by  the  liberal  assistance  of 
many  of  the  buty.  The  cause  being  so  good  an  one, 
your  Council,  while  hoping  that  the  expectations  of  its 
friends  may  be  realised,  cannot  foiget  that  our  own 
Benevolent  Fund  is  the  one  which  presents  the  greatest 
daims  on  our  support. 

**  In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  our  last, 
anniversaiy,  the  list  of  the  members  of  this  Branch  was 
forwarded  to  every  member  for  the  purpose  of  nomi- 
xiating  your  Local  Council  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
gentlemen  thus  elected  are, — Drs.  Hodges  and  Davies, 
Messrs.  Adye  and  Church,  for  the  Bath  district;  and 
for  the  Bristol  dbtrict,  Drs.  Budd  and  Swayne,  Messrs. 
Goates  and  Prichard. 

**  In  conclusion,  your  Council  would  urge  upon  all 
the  members  of  the  Branch  to  use  their  utmost  en- 
deavours to  make  our  meetings  more  interesting,  by  the 
collection  of  appropriate  materials  of  instruction,  and 
our  Association  more  influential,  by  the  introduction  of 
earnest  zealous  new  members." 

It  was  moved  by  Dr.  Tunstall,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Washbournb,  and  resolved,—"  That  the  report  of 
the  Council,  now  read,  be  adopted,  and  published 
in  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal." 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Soden,  seconded  by  Mr. 
CoLTBURST,  and  pused  with  acclamation, — **  That  the 
best  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  Dr.  Symonds, 
the  retiring  President,  for  his  zealous  and  efficient 
exertions  for  the  prosperity  of  this  Branch-Association 
during  the  past  year." 

Dr.  Symonps,  in  acknowledging  the  compliment, 
said  he  had  to  thank  the  Association  for  thus  appre- 
ciating his  services,  and  for  their  forbearance  at  his 
short  comings ;  expressing  his  willingness  at  all  times 
to  devote  his  attention  for  the  promotion  of  the  Sodefcy's 
ftucceas  and  prosperity. 

It  was  then  proposed  by  Mr.  Mason,  seconded  by 


Dr.  GioLVT,  and  carried  unanimously,— "  That  the 
thanks  of  this  Brailch  are  hereby  given  to  the  ConnoO, 
for  their  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  Association 
during  the  past  year,  espedaUy  to  thote  gentlemen 
who  now  leave  it  by  rotation,  Messrs.  Adye,  Ballr* 
Church,  Dr.  Davies,  Dr.  Hodges,  Dr.  W.  Budd,  and 
Mr.  Allen." 

Mr.  Slbbmak,  in  proposing — "That  Henry  Clarke^ 
Siq.,  be  appointed  President-Elect  for  the  ensving 
year,'*  took  occasion  to  congratulate  the  Branch,  that  a 
gentleman  so  well  knowuj  and  so  activain  the  pvnvk 
of  his  profession,  had  consented  to  preside  o^  tiie 
meeting. 

Dr.  WooDFOKDB,  in  seconding  the  proposal,  forliMr 
eulogised  Mr.  Clarke's  attainments. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Yicakt,  seconded  by  Dr* 
Dykb,    and    passed   unanimously, — '*  That   Mesara 
CoHhurst    and  Bartmm  be  requested  to  continue  to 
act  as  Hon.  Secretaries  to  this  Branch  during  the  next 
year,  with  thanks  to  them  for  their  past  servioea." 

Mr.  Bartbum,  in  admowledgtng  the  gratBying 
manner  in  which  the  resolution  had  been  received,  said 
that  it  gave  the  Secretaries  much  pleasure  to  be  useful  in 
every  way  to  their  professional  brethren,  eapedaUy  to 
forward  the  interests  of  the  Assodation  and  tiie  quarterly 
meetings  of  this  Branch.  The  duties,  fttnn  variooa 
causes,  had,  during  the  past  year,  be^  more  than 
usually  onerous ;  yet,  as  they  had  endeavoured  to  make 
the  work  a  labour  of  love,  they  were  pleased  that  the 
members  were  satisfied  with  their  endeavours. 

IXSURANCB     COMPANT'8     FBES     FOB.     PBOFBSSIOirAI, 

nSPOBTS  ON  LIFB-INSURANCB. 

The  following  notice  has  been  given  by  Mr.  Wilsoa 
on  this  subject : — '*  That  the  members  of  this  brandi  of 
the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  feeling 
most  strongly  the  gross  injustice  of  being  expected  to 
ftumish  gratuitously  a  private  report  of  the  healthlnl 
condition  or  otherwise  of  their  patients  to  any  Life- 
insurance  Company  that  may  choose  to  apply  for  it, 
and  being  frilly  convinced  that  the  information  so 
supplied  is  for  the  security  and  advantage  of  the  insurer 
rather  than  the  individual  insuring,  do  hereby  exproaa 
their  determination  not  to  reply  to  any  questions  sub- 
mitted to  tiiem  by  an  Insurance  Office  that  does  not 
transmit  with  the  question  a  suitable  fee." 

Mr.  Wilson  having  been  prevented  from  attending 
through  illness,  Dr.  SmoNns  said,  he  had  undertakea 
on  his  behalf  to  introduce  the  subject  of  the  proposition  $ 
-but  he  felt  he  was  unable  to  do  it  that  justice  which  tiis 
proposer  would  have  done,  as  he  was  not  so  happy  in 
methodisbg  his  thoughts.  He  had  nO  objection,  how- 
ever, to  offer  a  few  observations  to  the  meeting  for  the 
purpose  of  suggesting  whether  the  resolution  should  be 
adopted  in  its  unqualified  form,  or  with  some  ksB 
stringent  modification.  lliere  could  not  be  two 
opinions  as  to  whether  the  information  furnished  to 
Insurance  Companies  by  the  profession  ought  not  to  be 
remunerated.  The  information  was  not  given  so  much 
for  the  benefit  of  the  parties  insured,  as  for  that  of  Uie 
Companies  insuring ;  still  it  was  a  matter  for  con- 
sideration whether  medical  men  were  bound  to  ftmisk 
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«D8W«ra  to  their  ioquries  walem  ■ceampunted  witii  a&e. 
It  was  eridently  for  the  advantage  of  the  Company  who 
'Sought  the  informatioii,  for  eveii  diould  the  report  induce 
them  to  dedise  granting  the  policy,  it  was  tantamount 
to  a  confesaion  that  they  were  under  obligation  to  the 
medical  man  for  aaving  them  the  risk  by  hia  information. 
As  to  the  argument  that  the  profeasional  man  was 
rendering  a  service  to  his  patient  by  his  information, 
in  some  instances  it  was  quite  the  reverse,  as  an  xm- 
iavonrable  report,  by  causing  his  rejection  by  the 
Insurance  Office,  absolutely  did  the  patient  an  injury  and 
damaged  him  for  the  object  sought  to  be  attained.  And 
-supposing  it  should  be  otherwise,  and  he  succeeded  in 
.getting  the  policy,  he  had  no  daim  on  his  medical 
attendant  for  information  unremunerated.  The  question 
was  not  so  much  which  party  was  benefitted  as  whether 
the  information  was  worth  paying  for,  and  on  this 
4^und  the  subject  was  entitled  to  consideration.  It 
^ras  one  in  which  he  was  less  personally  interested  than 
the  general  practitioner,  and  therefore  he  felt  less 
difficulty  in  taking  the  place  of  Mr.  Wilson  in  bringing 
the  matter  forward.  As  for  himself,  the  vray  in  which 
he  generally  proceeded  when  he  received  an  application 
tern  an  Insoranoe  Office,  unaccompanied  with  a  fee, 
-and  sometimes  requiring  answers  exceedingly  important 
and  critical,  was  to  fold  up  the  paper  unanswered,  and 
say  he  should  be  happy  to  furnish  the  information 
whenever  his  fee  was  remitted.  As  a  matter  of  form, 
he  would  propose  the  resolution  for  the  sake  of  dis-/ 
cussion,  and  hearing  the  opinion  of  the  meetmg,  but 
ironld  rather  they  did  not  pledge  themselves  to  it  with- 
out modification.  He  concluded  by  suggesting  the 
following  modification  of  the  last  clause  of  the  above 
jresolution .— *'  do  hereby  express  their  opinion  that 
medical  practitioners  are  justified  in  declining  to  reply 
to  any,''  &c. 

Dr.  TuNSTALL  rose  for  the  purpose  of  seconding  the 
lesolntion,  on  the  assumption  that  it  should  be  adopted 
in  its  integral  form,  and  strongly  animadverted  on  the 
{nractioe  of  calling  on  the  medical  profession  to  certify 
^thout  fees  in  life-insurances.  It  sometimes  happened 
-fliat  the  party  about  to  insure  might  be  no  patient  at  all 
of  the  professional  man  to  whom  he  applied;  and  sup« 
posing  he  were,  was  it  the-  practice  to  treat  other  pro- 
fessions in  that  way  ?  If  the  lawyer  were  applied  to  for 
professional  information,  he  would  decline  it  on  the 
gratuitous  system,  and  very  reasonably ;  and  why  should 
the  medical  man's  time  be  taxed  without  remuneration  ? 
fie  really  did  not  think  the  profession  were  bound  to 
indulge  the  wishes  of  an  Insurance  Company,  and  con- 
tribute to  their  profit  against  their  own  advantage;  for, 
.after  all,  it  was  a  mercantile  question,  and  the  com- 
panies w«r6  commercial  bodies  speculating  on  profitable 
letnms  upon  capital.  The  fact  was,  the  profession  had 
l)een  too  ready  to  oblige  them,  and  now  the  system  had 
«ome  to  such  a  pitch,  that  not  only  questions  of  great 
importance  were  required  to  be  answered,  but  the 
Interrogations  applied  to  points  of  the  minutest  detail — 
jsuch  as  the  state  of  the  pulse— the  number  of  respira- 
tions per  minute,  &c.  (Laughter.)  Perhaps  a  man 
whom  his  medical  adviser  had  only  seen  two  or  three 


times  came  with  his  pi^ier  to  be  filled  out,  as  if  he  was 
entitled  to  the  answers  as  an  official  matter  of  course^ 
apd  scaaoely  to  be  deemed  a  fkvour.  0r.  TunstaR 
by  urging  the  xesohition  in  its  unqualified 
of  cxpiession. 

Mr.  SoDUN  was  of  opmion  that  the  resolution  unu 
HMaitiSBry,  because  the  practioe^complained  of  had, 
wlChin  ^HB  last  four  or  five  years,  been  much  done  away 
Willi  by  a  liberal  course  adopted  by  the  Insuranoo 
Companies,  the  most  respectable  of  whidi  paid  the 
medical  referees  of  the  patient.  He  oould  not  agree  in 
opinion  that  the  information  supplied  was  so  much  for 
the  profit  of  the  companies  as  for  the  interest  of  the 
individuals  insuring.  No  doubt  the  trading  motive 
entered  into  their  schemes,  but  as  in  all  cases  where 
th^  were  two  parties  concerned  in  a  contract^  the 
benefits  were  reciprocal ;  just  as  when  a  house  or  other 
prQperty  was  bought  and  sold,  the  preliminaries  in 
establishing  the  validity  of  a  title  entailed  costs  on  eadi 
side,  as  it  brought  advsntages  to  both  parties.  So,  a 
similar  principle  entered  into  the  negotiations  witii 
Insurance  Companies.  The  vespective  solicitors,  of  this 
parties  concerned  were  referred  to  in  the  one  case,  and 
so  in  the  other  their  medical  practitioners.  He  con- 
tended that  the  present  resolution  was  not  necessary  ; 
and  the  real  question  was, — ^If  the  medical  man  ought  to 
be  paid  for  his  services  ?  If  he  ought  to  be  in  this 
instance  alluded  to,  then  he  was  of  opinion  the  person 
applying  should  pay  him.  The  speaker  concluded  by^ 
deprecating  the  passing  of  the  resolution  in  its  original 
terms,  as  it  would  be  compulsory,  and  leave  the. members 
no  alternative  but  strict  conformity  to  the  rule  of 
refusing  to  fill  up  the  forms  without  a  fee  in  every 
instance. 

Dr.  Davies  said,  he  entirely  conounred  in  what  had 
foUen  from  Dr.  Symonds  on  the  subject,  as  to  the 
profession  being  entitied  to  the  fee;  and  considered  his 
suggestion  for  modifying  the  resolation  well  grounded. 
He  thought  the  Association  would  do  wrong  in  shutting 
out  the  members  from  an  optional  course,  according  as 
drcnmstanoes,  or  the  merits  of  a  particular  case,  mi^ 
guide  them  to  insist  or  not  upon  a  fee.  Dr.  Daviesi 
having  digressed  a  littie  into  other  professional  topioSy 
concluded  by  secondmg  the  resolution,  so  modifying  the 
role  as  to  give  it  a  declaratory  purport,  to  the  effect 
that  the  members  of  the  Association  would  be  justified 
in  declining  to  furnish  information  to  Insurance 
Companies  without  a 'fee;  but  not  to  bind  them 
exduaively  to  this  couMe. 

Some  dtscussion  ensued  as  to  whether  the  resolution, 
in  the  form  supported  by  Dr.  Tunstall,  was  to  be 
considered  an  original  one,  or  in  the  shape  of  an  amend- 
ment. It  was  ultimately  decided  that  Dr.  Symonds's 
qualifying  motion,  seconded  by  Dr.  Davies,  should  be 
the  original,  and  Dr.  Tunstall's  an  amendment. 

Dr.  GiDLEY  expressed  his  concurrence  with  Dr. 
Davies,  and  was  of  opinion  that  the  fee  should  be  paid 
by  the  Companies,  because  in  requiring  the  information, 
they  brought  the  medical  man  and  his  patient  often  into 
an  invidious  relation  one  with  the  other;  for  if  he  was 
obliged  from  a  sense  of  truth  and  honour,  to  give  an 
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cimfiMroiinble  leport,  it  earned  Ql  feeUnf  betiraen  them, 
,«Bd  nltimately  injury  and  lofls  to  the  ]iracdtioiier.  If, 
however,  the  report  should  be  finTOorable,  theadyantage 
waa  Brataaly  and  both  parties  benefitted. 

Mr.  Clakk  haying  ofiered  some  additional  remflsks 
mi  die  sobject, 

Mr.  Stoke  expressed  himself  strongly  opposed  to 
tiie  system  complained  of,  and  to  which  the  notice 
applied.  Though  some  offices  had  consented  to  fees, 
many  still  withheld  them ;  and  if  some  strict  rule  were 
not  adopted,  the  junior  members  of  the  Association 
would  suffer  grieyous  wrong ;  for  if,  on  application,  they 
gaye  their  refusal  to  report  without  the  fee,  those  of 
long  practice  would  be  referred  to  as  eiamplea  condem- 
natory of  such  a  refusal  j  and  they  would  be  asked  why 
tliey  were  so  scrupulous,  while  Dr.  so  and  so,  and  Mf . 
«o  and  BO  were  so  ready  to  comply  ?  He  should,  if 
called  on,  give  his  support  to  the  original  proposition, 
■immodified. 

After  a  few  obseryationa  from  Dr.  Wooovokds,  Mr. 
SoDBN,  and  Dr.  Kat,  Dr.  Tunstal  moyed  the  reso- 
•Intion  on  paper  as  an  amendment  to  Dr.  Symonds's 
motion,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Stokb. 

Mr.  John  Sodbn  would  feel  himself  justified  in  doing, 
indiyidnally,  what  the  unmodified  rule  suggested ;  but 
submitted  that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  enforce  it 
aa  generally  binding,  and  he  quite  accorded  with  Dr. 
Symonds's  suggestion.  The  medical  men  had  been  used 
9a  instruments  by  Insurance  Companies,  to  their  own 
disadyantage,  haying  been  often  called  into  courts  for 
the  puzpoae  of  aiding  them  in  legal  disputes.  But  with 
ngard  to  protecting  themselyes  by  combinations,  be 
graatly  disapproved  of  it,  it  was  so  much  like  the  strikes 
of  amalgamated  societies  in  trade, — a  course  both 
illegal  an  undignified. 

Hie  Prbsiobnt  then  put  Dr.  Tunstall's  amendment 
to  the  vote,  which  was  lost;  and  the  original  motion 
was  next  put,  and  carried  almost  unanimously. 
.  It  was  then  unanimously  agreed  that  a  copy  of  the 
icaolution  should  be  transmitted  to  the  Anniversary  at 
Oxford,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Association. 

After  a  most  interesting  paper  had  been  read  by  Mr. 
Clark  the  meetug  broke  up. 

About  twenty  gentlemen  dined  together  at  the  Castle 
Hotel. 
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ANNUAL  EEPOBT  OF  THB  MSDICAL 
BBMBTOLBNT  FUND  FOB  THE  TBAB  18I14S. 

Mi94mHk»  TmnHetkAmivnmry  MeHimff,  kM at  Oi^brd,  Jlut^ M*  IS&S. 

"  The  year  just  dosed  may  truly  be  said  to  have  been 
M  remarkable  one  in  the  history  of  your  Institution;  it 
baa  been  remarkable  for  its  successes  and  reverses; — 
remarkable  for  its  income  and  expenditure; — ^remarkable 
lor  its  loss  of  friends  by  death,  and  for  the  increase  of 
its  patronage ;— remarkable  for  the  steady  augmentation 
of  its  income,  ss  well  as  for  tke  larger  number  of 
daimanta  upon  ita  bounty  ;— and  riwfiarkable,  above  all, 


for  HkQ  improved  tone  of  its  correspondence  tfarongboiit 
its  whole  length. 

"  To  justify  these  assertions,  it  may  he  stifsd  mm 
particularly,  that  it  baa  pleaaed  God  to  deprive  tiMlB 
of  the  steady  uniform  support  of  their  tata^laiBfiitM 
President,  whose  part  baa  been  chiefly  shown  ia  ikf 
origin  of  your  institution,— >who  for  many  yean  prendsd 
wiUi  fostering  care  over  its  every  movement,  and  wlup 
was  always  found  its  most  zealous  friend.  In  thslait 
days  of  his  existence  his  anxiety  for  the  welfrre  of  tiis 
Benevolent  Fund  was  most  marked.  Bat  he  is  gone  ts 
the  abode  of  the  just  and  good,  and  your  Committee 
have  recorded  the  deep  sense  of  their  obligation  to  hia 
in  a  feeling  tribute  of  their  esteem,  addrened  to  Ik 
nearest  surviving  relative — one  who  inherits  his  intereit 
in  the  good  work  before  you;  and  who,  besidei  con- 
tinuing her  brother's  subscription,  has,  in  the  kbdat 
manner,  unsolicited,  given  a  ddnation  of  £20  to  jmtt 
fonds.  The  loss  thus  sustained  by  your  Commitl* 
they  have  applied  themselves  to  repav^  and  they  hut 
much  pleasure  in  announdng  that  Sir  JasMs  CbatV 
Bart,  baa  kindly  oonaented  to  become  your  Praadsat.' 

**  Circumstances  subsequently  led  to  the  resigBstioi 
of  Dr.  William  Con(dly,  who  had  held  the  oflioe  <f 
London  Secretary  to  the  Committee,  and  they  rqoips 
that  they  have  been  enabled  to  supply  tho  vscsncy  tfaap 
occasioned  through  the  acceptance  of  that  office  by  thdr 
valuable  cor^frA^  Mr.  Toynbee,  whose  active  and  efi- 
cient  services  have  already  proved  him  to  be  a  oioit 
valuable  coadjutor. 

"  The  amount  of  subscriptions  during  the  psst  yeff 
hss  been  no  less  than  £6%b.  8s.  7d.,  a  sum  exceeding 
that  of  the  former  year  by  considerably  more  tiiia 
;f  100.  But,  on  the  opposite  side,  it  is  to  be  stite^ 
that  the  amount  given  in  benevolent  aid  has  beea 
£676. 14s.,  an  amount  exceeding  tiiat  of  the  preceding 
annual  period  by  upwards  of  £200,  thus  showing,  tint 
if  your  income  has  been  larger,  so  likewise  hss  yo^ 
eoEpenditnre  been  augmented.  In  more  than  a  proper* 
tionate  ratio,  and  leaving  you  "wil&k  a  debt  dua  to  yotf 
Treasurer  of  £4.  48.  9d.,  instead  of  with  a  bidsneeia 
hia  hands  of  upwards  of  £50.  Your  Gommittes  «B 
upon  you  therefore  most  eaiDestly  to  strengthflU  their 
hands,  by  increasing  your  direot  inooase  appUcsblati 
the  relief  of  the  daily  occurring  claims  upon  their 
sympathy. 

Por  a  proof  of  the  useful  application  of  this  iosoaie 
your  Committee  refer  you  to  ttke  following  statsment  tf 
the  parties  who  have  been  relieved  during  the  Inst  jeer, 
via. : — 


FhjiieiaM 
8aqieo0t 


Wi?es  of  Fhysiciuu 

Wives  of  oW^MBS 

Widom  of  Flijaidm 
Widowiof  Surfeona.. 
Davshtera  of  Phyndam 
OughMnof  I 


4 

» 
I 

1 
S 
S 
» 

s 
t 


FamilieaofUwaboTe^DtainiasiBdlTUlul^aanbtriBg  IM 
Total      ..  ..        21 

"  Thus  is  it,  that  in  the  exercise  of  their  merciftJ  offio* 
your  Committee  during  the  last  year  have  rescued  2W 
individuals  from  a  state  of  great  wretdiedneee,  ev 
placed  them  in  a  state  of  comparative  comfoit :  a  detsu 
of  some  of  these  cases  will  be  annexed  to  tiie  Bspoit 


MEDICAL  BENEVOLENT  FUND. 


429 


jour  Committee  regret  to  add,  tiiat  to  some  calls  they 
bsre  been  compelled  to  refdse  «id  on  the  ground  of 
'  intwinpentnce. 

'^  Your  Committee  wotdd  remind  yon,  that  by  tiieir 
-eoBftitation  the  whole  of  their  funds  accming  from 
^•donations  are  impounded,  and  added  to  their  acccuna- 
lating  fond  for  the  purpose  of  granting  annuities  in 
those  cases  to  which  they  are  appropriate;  Your 
Committee  are  pleased  to  inform  you  that  £86.  58.  hare 
been  thus  e3q)ended  this  year;  and  they  b^  again  to 
imprees  upon  you  the  importance  of  this  branch  of 
your  institution;  and  the  &ct  that  the  small  annuities 
thus  granted  to  those  who  can  enjoy  them  at  home,  and 
can  be  at  the  same  time  surrounded  by  all  the  charities 
'Of  life,  are  infinitely  to  be  preferred  to  those  which  may 
.be obtained  in  any  other  less  private  way,  and  without 
these  advantages. 

''  Your  Committee  refer  to  a  statement  in  their  last 
Beport,  that  it  was  their  intention  this  year  to  hold  an 
^nuversary  festiral.  This  intention  tiicy  have  accom- 
Viidied  with  complete  success.  A  public  dinner  was 
iield  on  the  20th  of  May,  at  the  London  Tavern,  under 
•Ae  idnd  presideney  of  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  whose 
^eminent  services  in  this  sacred  cause  wiU  be  long  re- 
numbered by  all  those  who  were  present,  and  by  all 
4ihose  who  take  an  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  your 
^Amd.  The  amount  of  donations  reoeived  during  the 
7ear,  including  the  amount  of  dinner  tickets  reoeived  at 
tills  festival,  has  arisen  to  no  less  a  sum  than£967. 8s.  5d . 
The  ezpenses'attendant  upon  the  public  dinner  amount 
to  jf224.  7s.  6d»,  leaving  a  balance,  after  payment  of 
file  annuities  and  the  balance  due  to  Treasurer  last  year, 
and  the  special  donations,  of  ;^712.  2s.  lid.  Of  this 
•flRmi  there  has  been  invested  £678.  19s.  6d.  in  the 
irarchase  of  £300  Bank  Stock,  leaving  a  balance  in  the 
iiands  of  your  Treasurer  of  £33.  3s.  5d.  Your  Com- 
tnittee  are  thankful  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  report 
to  you  that  they  have  been  able  to  grant  two  [fresh 
annuities  (one  having  dropped)  during  the  year;  and  by 
•this  increase  of  their  permanent  income,  they  hope  at  the 
nmt  half-yearly  period  to  extend  their  aid  in  this  way.  It 
nfll  thuabeseen  that  the  grossannualamountreceive^  this 
year  has  been,  in  subscriptions,  £668.  lis.  9d.,  and  in 
donations  £967.  8s.  5d.,  together  with  £90  interest  of 
Bank  Stock,  making  together  a  total  of  £l,726.;0s.  2d. 
Though  their  progress  may  have  been  slow,  yet  it  has 
been  sure ;  and  your  Committee  reflect  with  pride  and 
pleasure,  that  by  never  exceeding  their  permanent 
income,  they  are  able  to  rely  upon  the  continuance  of 
tfadr  annuities  with  unerring  certainty. 

**  Your  Committee  desire  to  express  their  regret 
towards  the  conductors  of  a  somewhat  analogous  in- 
Jtitntion,  which  has  become  extinct  during  the  last  year, 
-^'  Tk€  British  Medical  Fund."  Though  the  principle 
design  of  this  ftmd  was  provident  in  its  nature  and 
•essence,  yet,  under  certain  circumstances,  its  operations 
fiecame  benevolent;  and  your  Committee  would  remind 
you  that  the  loss  of  this  fund  renders  it  more  imperative 
upon  all  their  friends  and  supporters  to  strengthen  the 
things  which  remain,  that  in  the  hour*of  distress  and 
destitution  the  wretched  and  the  indigent  may  find  a 
sure  place  of  refuge.  Your  Committee  would  eamestiy 
irecommend  to  all  the  subscribers  of  the  British  Medical 
J^md  a  transference  of  their  subscriptions  from  that 


extinct  Amd  to  your  own  now  more  than  ever  needed 
institution. 

'*  Your  Committee  would  invite  your  attention  to  the 
possibilUff  of  grafting  a  Sickness  Relief  Fund  upon  your 
own  Fund.  The  Committee  are  aware  of  the  many 
difficulties  attendant  upon  such  a  fund,  and  especially 
thfli  essential  departure  from  your  principle  of  being  n 
purely  charitable  fund,  and  yet  they  would  be  glad,  if 
lif  were  possible,  to  enlarge  the  sphero  of  your  usefulness. 

''  The  fact  of  the  increasing  importance  of  your  own 
fund  is  shown  by  the  record,  that  65  cases  have  been 
relieved  this  year  against  50  in  the  last  yeai,  and  45  in 
any  preceding  year. 

'*  Has,  then^  misery  and  wretchedness  increased  in 
the  last  year  ?  Or  has  it  only  been  developed  and 
become  more  apparent  ?  Your  Committee  incline  to 
the  latter  explanation ;  but  in  either  case  they  rejoice 
in  the  relief  of  the  more  frequent  misery,  or  in  that 
wliidi  has  become  more  apparent  through  the  more 
extended  knowledge  of  your  Institution,  and  of  the 
benefits  which  it  confers. 

''Your  Committee  cannot  quit  this  part  of  their 
Report,  and  the  fact  of  the  large  increase  of  thehr 
patronage  and  support  arising  from  their  public  dinner^ 
without  again  thus  publicly  recording  their  deep  sense  of 
obligation  to  Dr.  Burrows,  whose  unwearying  energy 
and  untiring  activity  in  your  cause  were  followed  by 
such  happy, — such  grand  results ;  and  they  would  here 
record  their  belief,  that  the  success  of  your  Institution 
is,  ceteris  paribus j  dependent  upon  the  energy  and  zeal 
with  which  its  merits  are  recommended  by  its  advocates. 

*'  Your  Committee  refer  with  much  satisfaction  to  a 
donation  of  £5.  towards  your  fund,  from  the  Lancashire 
and  Cheshire  Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association ;  and  they  do  so  for  two  reasons : 
first,  that  this  Branch  has  paid  its  own  expenses  without 
aid  from  the  parent  Aind ;  and  next,  that  it  has  been 
enabled  to  make  this  donation  towards  your  benevolent 
fund  from  the  excess  of  the  income  thus  contributed 
for  their  expenses,  an  example  in  both  instances  weE 
worthy  of  imitation. 

**  Your  Committee  refer  to  the  comparative  statement 
attached  to  their  report,  in  order  to  show  the  steady 
increase  of  their  means,  and  the  augmented  sphere  for 
the  distribution  of  the  funds  with  which  they  have  been 
entrusted.  But  they  cannot  quit  this  part  of  their 
report  without  placing  upon  record  their  high  sense  of 
the  exertions  of  your  Treasurer,  to  whom  they  are 
mainly  indebted  for  their  success,  and  who  reports  to 
them  the  very  large  and  marked  growing  interest 
exhibited  in  his  correspondence  of  the  last  year  over 
any  former  similar  period  of  time ;  thus  proving  that 
your  Institution  is  deepening  its  hold  upon  the  hearts 
of  jour  subscribers,  and  becoming  more  stable  by  the 
enlargement  of  its  principled  basis,  vis.,— the  simple, 
pure,  uniform  design  of  doing  good,  and  all  the  good 
they  can,  amongst  the  children  of  misfortone  in  the 
large  professional  funfly. 

"Your  Committee  are  deeply  thankful  to  many 
individuals  who  have  assisted  them  in  various  ways 
during  the  last  year,  and  especially  to  the  renewed  kind 
exertions  of  their  lady  friends  in  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom ;  slso  to  the  several  branches  of  the  medical 
press;  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wake  for  their  kmd  reduction 


430 


ON  THE  "JOURNAL"  DISCUSSION. 


of  their  list  of  nibscriben  into  alphabetical  order;  to 
Mr.  Leete,  of  Thrapstone,  for  his  benevolent  concep- 
tion, and  for  his  diligence  in  carrying  ont  that  con- 
ception, yiz.f — of  benefiting  the  Society  by  a  small 
contribution  from  every  Poor-Law  Medical  Officer. 
That  the  plan  was  not  more  productive  was  no  fault' of 
Mr.  Leete's.  Snooess  is  no  criterion  of  merit.'  ^tta 
has  done  what  he  opuld,  and  "  angels  oonld  no  more  ;** 
and  the  approbation  of  his  own  heart  will  be  tdth  ynM, 
-^the  moti  certain,  effectoal,  and  ample  reward. 

'<  Your  Committee  would  be  wanting  in  respect  to 
themselves,  and  in  their  duty  to  you,  did  they  not 
especially  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  they  begin 
this  year  with  a  small  debt,  instead  of  a  balance  in 
hand;  and  did  they  not  ui^  upon  their  friends,  by 
every  consideration  of  prudence  and  charity,  to  extri- 
cate them  at  once  from  this  position,  and  to  place  them 
upon  suph  a  pinnacle  of  security  as  shall  enable  them 
to  continue  their  aid  to  the  wretched  and  the  helpless. 

"  Your  Committee  cannot  take  their  leave  of  you  for 
another  year  without  expressing  their  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments to  their  banker.  Sir  Walter  Farquharj  to 
Mr.  Churchill  for  many  kindnesses,  and  for  the  use  of 
his  rooms  for  the  purposes  of  this  Committee;  and 
generally  to  all  those  who,  in  sentiment  and  in  action, 
have  shown  themselves  devoted  admirers  and  supporters 
of  your  ftind. 

'*  And  while  they  claim  the  first  place  of  usefulness 
and  benevolence  in  the  career  of  charity,  they  would 
express  their  kindly  feeling  and  best  wishes  towards 
'The  Medical  Benevolent  College;'  and  while  they 
wish  it  success,  they  may  also  hope  for  the  perfection 
of  its  working,  and  the  stability  of  its  purposes. 

"  In  conclusion,  your  Committee  would  quote  their 
own  words  on  another  occasion,  when  speaking  of  thep: 
Institution.  It  '  is  not  a  huge  overwhelming  charity, 
calculated  to  foster  indolence  and  improvidence;  but 
it  is  the  bit  of  bread  and  the  cup  of  cold  water  which 
cheer  the  fiiinting  spirits  and  reanimate  the  aching 
heart.' 

"  '  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.'  '  To 
do  good  and  to  distribute  Ibiget  not;  for  with  such 
ncrifices  God  is  well  pleased.' 

"  Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

"WiixiAM  Nbwnbah,  Chairman." 


Cmtwpa^tutt. 


ON  THE  "JOURNAL"  DISCUSSION. 


Jb  the  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal, 
Sib,— As  the  decision  made  at  Oxford  concerning 
the  fature  management  of  the  Journal  was  informal ; 
and  as  the  question  at  issue  is  so  important  in  its  nature 
as  to  render  it  desirable  that  every  member  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  recording  his  opinion,  I  beg  respect- 
Ailly  to  suggest  that  the  sense  of  the  entire  Assodation 
he  taken  on  the  subject;  and  if  >adi  gentleman  will 
incur  the  very  ilight  trouble  of  stating  in  writing 
wheUier  he  does  or  does  not  advocate  a  diange  in  the 


time  or  place  of  publicatioii,  and  will  forward  Us- 
communication  to  me,  I  will  with'  plsasare  peruse  tiia 
same,  and  make  an  accurate  report  of  the  lesidt 
through  the  medium  of  your  pages. 

The  expenditure  of  three  minutes,  aad  a  penny^  by 
each  Associate,  would  thus  frimish  satisfactory  data,, 
(^d  I  think  the  only  satisfactory  data,)  on  whkAk  Ibe 
radical  alteration  proposed  by  Dr.  Cowan  might  ftii^ 
be  sanctioned  or  prevented.  Hoping  that  this  plan  msf 
be  generally  regarded  as  legitimate  and  just, 

I  remain,  yours  iaithfully, 
P.  HENRY  WILLIAMS,  M.D. 

Worcester,  August,  1852. 


7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Provineial  Medical  and  Swryictf 
Journal. 

Sir, — Something  akin  to  a  sense  of  justice  prompts 
me  to  trouble  yon  with  a  few  lines,  iriiich  yon  can  eitiMr 
print  or  receive  as  a  private  note,  as  may  seem  beet 
to  you. 

For  the  last  eight  years  I  have  been  a  member  of  tiie 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Aaaociatioii,  and 
possess  eight  bound  and  cut  volumes  of  the  Journal 
and  I  am  not  ashamed  to  confess,  (in  spite  of  the  risk 
of  being  pitied  for  my  simplicity,)  that  I  value  them 
exceedingly  as  a  fund  of  useful  practical  information,  of 
easy  access — ^because  well  indexed,  and  above  all,  woKhy 
of  esteem,  because,  being  at  waifoe  with  no  other 
journal;  their  pages  are  unstained  by  ill-natnre  or 
sarcasm,  and  contain  valoable  matterVharever  fonadf 
regardless  of  its  source. 

I  am  very  far  horn  asserting  that  the  Jommai  is 
incapable  of  improvement,  or  even  from  saying  that 
steps  should  not  be  taken  to  better  it,  but  there  is  no 
reason  for  underating  what  we  have  got ;  and  aa  ngvdi 
the  Editors,  I  have  littie  doubt  that  many  axe  of  the 
same  opinion  as  myself— that  they  have  worked  at  tikrir 
very  difficult  and  delicate  task  of  pleasing  eveiybod|( 
with  ability,  tact,  and  never-failing  oourtesy  at  leasK^. 
and,  let  me  hope,  with  much  more  success  than  the 
discussion  at  Oxford  might  lead  one  to  imagme. 
I  am,  Sir,  (I  wish  I  could  still  say  GentiemflOi} 
Yours  very  obedientiyy 
THOMAS  EDWARD  AMTOT. 

Diss,  Norfolk,  August  5,  1852. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Promneial  Medical  and  Swryied 
Journal, 
Sn, — I  have  waited  until  after  the  Oxford  mielii^ 
to  reply  to  your  "  Editorial  remarks"  on  the  subject  of 
the  Journal  and  my  letter  in  the  number  for  July  7tii» 
and  now  I  must  own  that  the  opinions  expressed  in  that 
communication  are  strengthened,  not  only  by  the  Oxford 
discussion,  but  by  those  which  have  taken  place  al 
Branch  meetings,  and  even  by  your  own  remarks.  It  ia 
necessary,  however,  to  set  you  right  as  to  some  pointa 
alluded  to  in  your  above-mentioned  leading  artide. 
You  say.  Sir,  that  the  cost  of  the  Journal  to  each  sqIk 
acriber  is  ten  ehilUnge  only;  this  is  a  wrong  assertioD. 
Some  gentlemen  subscribe  to  the  Journal  and  paj 
ninepence  for  every  number ;  in  fact,  19s.  4d.  a-year, 
which  is  the  sum  I  named.    Again,  the  Medical  Tbmm, 
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Ike  paper  mentioned  in  my  letter,  (and  not  the  Lancet f) 
18  famished  9tamped  for  258.  per  annum,  and  this  I  can 
prove  by  their  bills,  although  you  deny  it.  I  will  not 
go  BO  iar  as  one  of  your  correspondents,  as  to  say  that 
the  /<Minui/  is  "«  bad  article  at  a  high  price,"  but  I 
will  say  tfe  is  a  "very  improveable  article  at  an  im- 
proveable  price."  From  Dr.  Cowan's  declaration  of  the 
estimate  given  by  a  London  printer,  (which  1  think  he 
is  not  bound  to  make  public,)  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
the  Journal  may  be  published  weekly  in  a  much 
improved  form  without  an  increase  of  the  subscription, 
niere  is  an  article  of  expenditure  in  the  annexed 
-"TUnton,  for  binding  Vol.  xviii.  of  ^  Trans- 
'  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  copy  I  had  sent 
me  Was  notteMi<{,  hnt  merely  stitched  together.  I 
■hoiild  be  Sony  to  see  the  ''Transactions"  discon- 
tinoad,  bjut  would  prefer  an  improved  weekly  journal 
to  the  rather  shabby  way  in  which  they  are  now 
inegularly  sent. 

The  discussion  at  Oxford  will  J  hope  effect  much  good. 
Dr.. Cowan  can,  and  I  doubt  not  will,  defend  himself 
from  the  severe  and  even  unjust  strictures  which  have 
appeared  in  the  last  Journal.  I  would  add  that  it  is 
not  likely  that  the  Medical  Timet  should  wish  to  have 
a  London  rival,  and  more  especially  when  it  is  re- 
membered what  a  large  amount  of  vituperation,  and 
Timlent  abuse  appeared  some  time  since  in  that  paper 
against  the  Association  and  its  Journal, 

Dr.  Ranking,  after  a  little  show  of  that  temper  which 
was  apparent  in  a  late  correspondence,  has  resigned  the 
Editorship.  I,  for  one,  trust  that  all  ill-feeling  between 
the  hostile  parties  has  "  gone"  with  his  "  occupation," 
and  that  the  present  Editor,  under  whose  management 
our  Journal  has  much  improved,  will  still  continue 
Ilia  endeavours  to  raise  the  publications  of  the  Associa- 
tion, so  that  the  members  may  not  be  obliged  to  take 
the  Medical  Timet  or  the  Lancet  to  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  what  is  going  on  in  the  medical  world, 
ap  they  are  now  obliged  to  do. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

W. 

[We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  **  Transactions," 
whicfa  are  Edited  by  the  Secretary.— Ed.  J.] 


ON    MR.   TOYNBEE'S    NEW 
APPARATUS. 


AURAL 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Protmcial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal, 
S», — As  a  member  of  the  Association,  I  regret  that 
the  pressure  of  my  professional  avocations  prevented 
me  the  plesure  of  attending  the  meeting  at  Oxford.  -  If 
I  had  been  present,  I  should  have  considered  it  my  duty 
to  show  the  impossibility  of  patients  using  any  such 
apparatus  as  that  proposed  by  Mr.  Toynbee,  in  cases  of 
perforation  of  the  membrana  tympani;  in  the  first 
place  from  the  irritation  it  would  invariably  produce ; 
and  secondly,  from  its  inefficiency,  inasmuch  as  it  tends 
to  do  the  very  opposite  of  that  which  is  essential  to 
■access  in  these  cases,  uamely — to  preserve  the  opening 
into  this  tympanum,  and  not  dose  it.  Success  never 
IbUows  the  use  of  my  remedy— the  moistened  cotton, 


unless  it  be  so  adjusted  as  to  leave  an  opening  into  the 
tympanum.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  cotton- 
operates  by  affording  support  to  the  remuning  portion 
of  membjrani  tympani,  or  of  the  ossicula  of  which  they 
have  h9fp.  bereft  by  the  lesion  of  the  Siaid  membrane.  ' 

I  can  tell  Mr.  To^bee,  from  experieiice  in  many 
faundceds  of  cases,  that  to  make  the  tympanum  a  shut 
chan^^.  would  deprive  the  patient  of 'whatever  degree 
of  hearing  he  may  otherwise  enjoy,  f  can  tell  him,, 
also,  as  the  result  of  an  infinity  of  experiments,  that  he 
will  never  find  a  better  appliance  than  cotton  moistened 
in  water,  or  the  saliva  of  the  patient.  Simple  as  the 
remedy  is,  the  irritetion  it  produces  is  Sometimes  so 
great  as  to  prednde  its  employment,  or,  at  all  events, 
necessitate  its  suspension. 

Every  annual  gathering  of  the  Provincial  Association 
brings  forth  some  pretended  novdty  in  aural  surgeiy, 
whidi  dther  from  ineffidency  or  absurdity  dies  in  the 
birth.  I  am  a  specialist  mysdf,  still  I  would  say  a* 
jealous  eye  should  be  kept  upon  specialists'  communica- 
tions at  these  meetings,  and  their  value  tested  before 
bdng  allowed  to  be  read ;  for  whether  good  or-  bad, 
publidty  is  given  through  the  newspaper  reports,  and 
thus  the  object  of  the  writer  is  gained,  sometimes  at  the 
expense  of  the  intereste  of  sdence  and  humanity. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  YBARSLEY. 
15,  Savile  Row,  July  30, 1852. 


NEW  VACCINE  VIRUS. 


7b  the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgicaf 
Journal, 
Sm,— I  have  a  few  glasses  charged  with  good  vaccine 
virus,  very  recently  taken,  which  I  shall  be  happy  to 
forward  to  any  of  your  readers  requiring  it,  who  will  send 
me  a  pre-paid  envdope. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

T.  P.  FERNIE. 
Kimbolton,  August  9, 1852. 


^nmgtt  f  tprtnmrt* 


7B0CBEDIK08  OF  THB  FBEKCH  ACADBX1B8- 


ACADEMIB     DB    MBOBCIITK. 

Beport  on  SyphHisaiion, 
For  the  last  fortnight  the  Academy  has  been  almost 
exclusively  occupied  in  discussing  a  report  on  the 
extosordinary  plan  lately  proposed  by  M.  Auzias- 
Tuienne,  for  the  curative  as  well  as  the  prophylactic 
treatment  of  syphilis  by  inoculation.  At  the  latter  end 
of  1851  a  Committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Vdpeau,  Ricord,  Lagneau,  Roux,  and  B^, 
to  examine  into  and  report  on  the  case  of  a  young 
physidan  who  had  been  treated  on  this  plan ;  and  on 
the  20th  July  last  the  last-named  phyaidan  read  the 
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report  to  which  we  have  alliicled  above,  which  embiBces 
«  oonsideratloii  of  the  two  questioiiB  at  present  agitating 
the  Ftoiaian  medical  world ;  Tiz., — Istj  the  transmia- 
dhilily  of  syphilia  by  inoculation  from  secondary  sores; 
and,  2ndly,  the  yalae  of  inoculation  in  the  prophylactic 
and  curative  treatment  of  syphilis.  It  appears  that 
llonsienr  L.,  the  above  patient,  was  not  under  the 
eare  of  the  alleged  discoverer  of  syphilisation,  as  the 
process  is  named,  but  was  self-treated.  M.  Auzias- 
^^uienne  having,  as  he  alleged,  seen  him,  declined 
to  undertake  the  experiment,  after,  however,  himself 
making  one  inoculation.  Nevertheless,  as  far  as  the 
case  goes  it  does  not  appear  to  have  stayed  the  progress 
•of  the  disease  towards  its  ordinary  termination  in 
0eoondary  symptoms,  since,  in  spite  of  innumerable 
inoculations,  a  papular  eruption  and  ulceration  of 
the  tonsils  made  their  appearance  at  the  end  of  nine  or 
ten  weeks  from  the  commencement.  Hie  theory  of 
If.  Auzias-Turenne  is  founded  upon  the  law  first 
propounded  by  Ricord,  but  which  has  not  yet  received 
iull  assent  in  this  country,  that  the  system  is  only 
liable  to  one  attack  of  syphilis  during  life,  in  this 
respect  assimilating  syphilis  to  variola,  measles,  &c. 
It  was,  therefore,  proposed,  to  inoculate  all  those  who 
are  peculiarly  liable  to  the  disease  with  pus  obtained 
from  a  previous  inoculation  of  a  mild  form  of  syphilis, 
in  the  hope  that  by  so  doin^  they  would  ever  after  be 
•able  to  indulge  their  appetites  with  impunity.  But  M^ 
Auzias-Turenne  has  also  superadded  the  theory  that 
the  disease  may  be  cured  in  the  following  curious 
manner,  viz,,  — by  inoculating,  at  successive  short 
periods,  with  matter  obtained  from  chancres  of  three 
degrees  of  intensity ;  that  is  to  say,  thrice  with  matter 
from  a  phagedenic  sore,  thrice  with  matter  from  an 
indurated  chancre,  and  thrice  with  matter  from  a 
chancre  in  a  healing  condition,  or  from  a  secondary 
sore  of  a  healthy  character.  After  carefully  investi- 
gating the  case  of  Mons.  L.,  together  with  two  other 
patients  treated  in  the  same  way,  the  Committee  report — 
first,  that  the  facts  relative  to  the  transmissibUity  of 
syphilis  from  inoculation  by  the  pus  taken  from  a 
secondary  sore,  are  not  so  dear  as  to  warrant  any  con- 
clusion ;  but  that  with  r^;ard  to  syphilisation,  considered 
both  as  a  prophylactic  and  as  a  curative  agent,  it  is  not 
desirable  to  have  recourse  to  its  practice.  It  does  not 
appear  to  us  necessary  to  go  into  the  arguments  against 
its  prophylactic  use,  adduced  by  the  Committee,  since 
they  will  readily  present  themselves  to  every  British 
practitioner.  We  are  surprised,  however,  to  find  that 
the  report  has  led  to  a  long  discussion,  in  which  M. 
M algaigne  (whose  authority  alone  would  induce  us  to 
hesitate  before  condemning  the  whole  theory  as  void  of 
foun^tion,)  and  M.  Bepaul  support  the  views  of  M. 
Auzias-Turenne.  As  the  whole  depends  upon  matters- 
.of-ftct  Tfith  which  in  this  country  we  are  not  likely  to 
be  intereated,  it  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  record 
the  names  of  the  speakers  pro,  and  con,,  which  we  shall 
content  ourselves  with  doing,  merely  remarking  that 
M.  Rioord  appears  to  have  given  the  coup  de  grace  to 
the  advocates  of  the  new  doctrine,  in  a  long  speech 
made  m  the  3rd  of  August  before  the  Academy,  in 


which  he  oontroverts,  in  a  masteriy  masncr,  the  frdi 
adduced  by  MM.  Malgaigne  and  Depanl,  after  wWA 
he  concluded  with  the  following  position : — Tliateven  if 
syphilisation  be  what  it  is  pretended,  it  would  be  a 
misfortune  to  mankind,  and  ought  to  be  strictly  pro- 
hibited, both  as  a  prophylactic  and  curative  agent. 

On  the  10th  instant  the  fourth  day  of  tiie  discossiaB 
was  opened  by  M.  Gibert,  followed  by  M.  Larrey,  both 
of  whom  are  strongly  opposed  to  the  theory,  but  never- 
thelsss,  M.  B^gin,  who  presented  the  report,  was 
allowed  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Academy  by  a  long 
speech,  so  that,  in  spite  of  strong  calls  for  a  divisioi^ 
MM.  Malgaigne  and  Depanl  were  allowed  a  r^oinda; 
The  latter  of  these  gentlemen  d^vered  a  disC6una^  in 
whidi  he  chiefly  dilated  upon  the  posribOity  of  lSbt 
transmission  of  syphilis  to  the  lower  animals,  instaaring 
in  particular  a  cat,  which  displayed  secondary  symptons 
after  inoculation,  and  was  detivered  of  four  Idtbem, 
which  contracted  the  disease  ta  tUero,  It  is  expected 
that  the  Academy  will  come  to  a  dedsion  at  their  next 
sitting,  which  we  will  duly  report,  for,  though  we 
thmk  that  the  subject  does  not  deserve  the  lengthened 
attention  given  to  it  in  BVance,  still  it  should  be  known 
to  all  those  who  take  an  interest  in  the  proceedings  of 
our  volatile  neighbours. 

New  Ifuimmeni  for  Pefformmff  Dracheoiim^, 


M.  (Person,  of  Hamburgh,  has  invented  an 
ment,  which  is  similar  to  a  three-branched  speculum  in 
prindple,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  the  trachea 
without  risk  of  hsemorrhage.  It  is  delineated  in  fiie 
number  of  L' Union  M^dieale  for  July  24,  and  oouxsts 
of  three  branches,  which,  when  closed,  form  a  sharp 
point,  with  a  shoulder  about  four  or  five  lines  from  the 
point,  which  will  prevent  its  introduction  into  the 
trachea  to  a  greater  depth.  In  order  to  introduce  it,  a 
small  incision  through  the  skin  is  first  made  with  a 
acalpd,  which  should  afterwards  be  used  to  separate 
the  vessels,  so  as  hardy  to  show,  with  the  aid  of  the 
nail  of  the  left  index  finger,  the  space  between  two 
cartilaginous  rings.  First,  fixing  the  trachea  with  die 
left  hand,  the  point  is  then  introduced  up  to  the 
shoulder,  when,  by  turning  the  screw,  the  three  blades 
are  separated  sufficiently  to  dilate  the  ligament  so  as  to 
allow  of  the  introduction  of  the  canula ;  the 
ment  is  then  withdrawn,  leaving  none  of  the 
quences  occasioned  by  the  flow  of  blood  so  frequently 
attendant  upon  tracheotomy  by  the  usual  modes. 

New  Instrument  for  Depreanng  the  Leng  m  Catarmi, 

At  La  Charity,  M.  Gerdy  has  introduced  a  needle, 
which  he  uses,  to  divide  the  posterior  surface  of  &e 
capsule,  and  depress  the  lens  ;  it  opens  in  two  portions^ 
and  is  somewhat  similar  to  one  latdy  invented  by  Mr. 
Bowman,  for  the  purpose  of  rcmoring  any  portion  of 
capsule  left  after  extraction  or  depression.  We  oonfoss 
we  do  not  see  the  advantage  of  M.  Gerdy's  needle  in 
depressing  the  lens ;  but  for  other  purposes,  snch  as  l]ie 
formation  of  artificial  pupil,  we  think  it  may  be  rendeied 
of  great  avail.    M.  Gerdy  describes  it  as  catting  IBos 
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**  ieurt  lanuB  font  V office  de  eUeausi"  and  if 
so,  we  ihmild  like  macb  to  find  oar  instnimentpmAken 
ftUowiDg  the  eawnple  of  Cherri^re,  the  imker— ^noe 
we  sbonld  despair  of  sQch  a  feat  in  London  as  the 
2iianu£Bu;tare  of  a  pair  of  scissorB  with  the  form  and 
jKnnt  necessaiy  for  their  introduction  through  the 
sclerotic  into  the  posterior  chamber,  or  even  through 
ihe  cornea  to  the  iris. 

hydrophobia, 

y.  Clot-Bey  has  attempted  to  explain  the  rare 
fliistenoe  of  this  mida4y  in  Egypt,  where  dogs  are 
OTcydingly  numerous,  by  the  theory  that  the  disease  is 
due  tQ  the  suppression  of  the  venereal  appetite  of  the 
dog  in  those  countries  where  it  is  prevalent,  while  in 
Sgypt  they  are  not  interfered  with,  and  hence  the  rarity 
of  the  attack.  [This  theory  is  supported  by  the  fact  that 
Hie  female  is  rarely  the  primary  subject  of  the  disease ; 
Indeed  we  know  no  well  authenticated  case  in  which  a 
Intdi  has  been  attacked,  without  being  able  to  trace  the 
disease  to  a  bite  from  one  of  the  other  sex.  It  is  a 
subject  which  deserves  some  further  examination. — 
Ed.  J.]  

GERMANY. 

[In  reply  to  an  application  for  foreign  intelligence, 
tiie  following  extract  from  a  letter  just  received  by  our 
eoRcspondent,  from  a  celebrated  professor  at  Hamburgh, 
bas  been  forwarded  to  us.  We  insert  it  with  pleasure, 
MM  showing  the  difference  between  the  intelltgenceof  the 
German  public  and  that  of  our  own  country,  in  which 
tiie  lecturer  on  Electro-Biology  often  commands  the 
belief  of  men  as  well  as  women  of  the  highest  education, 
indeed,  as  often  have  been  observed,  the  more  cultivated 
the  manners  (we  will  not  say  intellect)  the  greater  the 
credulity. — ^En.  J.] 

On  ihe  Tyantplaniation  qfEhctro-Bioloffy  nUo  the  toil 
qf  Germany. 

Hamburgh,  July  28th. 

Dr.  Dew,  an  American  physician,  has  the  merit  of 
not  only  bringing  this  new  fruit  of  the  exuberant  human 
intellect  into  Germany,  but  also  of  warning  against  its 
cultivation,  by  the  way  he  introduced  and  praised  it.  We 
call  it  a  new  production,  but  really  it  is  the  offspring  of 
the  old  root,  whose  name  was  Mesmeria  officinalis,  and 
'Vi^ich  here  is  nearly  rotten  and  forgotten.  We  leave 
tbe  old  custom  of  invoking  the  assistance  of  the  nine 
wters,  and  nanate,  only  aided  by  veracity,  (not  always 
Clio's  companion,)  the  arrival  and  instantaneous  fall  of 
that  doctrine  in  Germany. 

Hamburgh  was  the  first  port  in  which  tiie  American 
wcsscl  took  shelter,  but  immediately  after  its  entrance 
iMBcanae  a  wreck.  The  Doctor  announced,  that  he 
wsoold  enlighten  the  public  by  his  lectures  and  ex- 
periments, and  a  pretty  large  number  of  ladies  and 
gC^ntlemen*  who  wished  to  become  adepts  in  the  so- 
styled  new  art,  entered  the  Tonhalle,  in  silent  ex- 
pectation of  a  full  explanation  of  the  mystery.  The 
isiirodactary  lecture  left  the  minds  of  the  audience  in 
litipe,  of  **  a  chann  from  every  woe.'' 

DnomAd   mnan  tn    fiule  t      The  wixard   aimlied   his 


miraculous  wand— I  meai|  his  fingers— and  when  he 
believed,  that  the  subjects  of  Us  choice  were  in  the 
trance,  he  explained — ''Now  you  caimot  see,  speak^ 
&c. !''  But  his  orders  were  only  followed  by  the 
general  laughter  of  Oe  audience,  for  the  subjects,  instead 
of  feeling  the  prodigious  influence  of  the  ms^ter,  partici- 
pated in  the  exhilirated  state  of  the  whole  assembly,, 
until  the  astonished  sorcerer  lefl  them  in  the  self-same 
darkness  (as  to  his  skill  and  by perphysical  forces)  which 
they  had  been  in  before.  In  a  Hamburgh  newspaper 
he  endavoured  to  excuse  his  failure  in  English  letten^, 
of  which  the  style  and  grammar  were  not  worthy  of  a 
wizard.  His  principal  objection—^tiiat  the  auditory 
was  not  sofliciently  imbued  witii  the  knowledge  of  the 
English  language,  we  can  refute  by  the  well  known  fact,, 
that  at  Hamburgh,  in  every  congregation  of  the  higher- 
class,  there  is  a  number  of  persons  equal  to  understand 
the  contents  of  an  English  lectore.  The  Doctor  left 
Hamburgh,  for  a  second  trial  was  not  conceded  to  him 
by  the  government,  fearing  a  heavier  outbreak  of  the 
discontent  of  the  deceived  public  than  the  former 
hissings,  &c. 

At  Berlin,  the  newspapers  and  the  police  were  of  one^ 
accord,  in  not  allowing  that  the  Prussian  nation  should 
be  allured  and  deceived  by  the  novelty  of  a  tempting; 
art. 

Dr.  Dew  returned  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Hamburgh,. 
and  obtained  permission  to  lecture,  and  awake  the  yet 
slumbering  intellectual  powers  of  the  Altona  public.  A 
journal  of  that  town  showed  the  scientific  unworthiness 
of  the  80-nioknamed  art;  and  its  warning  voice  had  the 
effect  oi  evoking  an  answer  of  the  industrious  Doctor^ 
translated  into  English  by  an  Italian. 

A  reply  cautioned  the  Doctor  not  to  again  teaze  the 
inhabitants  of  that  latterly  badly-cheated  country.  But 
the  Doctor,  perhape  no  deceiver,  but  deceived  himself, 
tried  the  patience  of  a  small  audience,  of  which  fifteen 
persons  gave  themselves  up  to  the  manipulations,  &c., 
of  the  Doctor,  with  tiiat  effect,  that  three  nobodies  (one 
of  them,  tiie  owner  of  wax-works)  executed  the  will  of 
the  (still  living)  performer  of  so  great  deeds,  as,  for 
instance,  to  tantalize  and  intoxicate  the  trifolium  by 
pure  water,  if  theif  benefector's  will  persuaded  them 
that  they  drank  wine,  brandy,  &c. 

But  the  purses  and  the  mind  of  the  public  did  not 
show  any  further  connivance  with  the  electro-biological 
doctrme  and  its  phenomena ;  and  a  satirical  comment  in 
a  much-read  paper  excited  the  hilarity  of  the  populace. 

In  his  above  cited  answer.  Dr.  D.  had  claimed  tbe 
assent  to  the  doctrines  of  electro-biology  of  such  very 
renowned  men  as  Brewster,  Brodie,  Holland,  two  hun- 
dred physicians  of  England  and  Scotland,  (he  named 
Redfem,  Aberdeen,)  and  bis  biUs  posted  up  at  every 
comer  house,  were  filled  with  the  names  of  a  number  of 
JBmgUMh  PuNCXS,  never  heard  of. 

Finally,  he  promised  that  he  would  persuade  th«- 
public  of  the  truth  of  his  doctrine  by  a  treatise,  des*. 
tined  to  dissipate  the  fog,  that  is  yet  obnubilating  the 
ideas  of  his  antagonists;  fbr  he  cannot  but  be  dis- 
contented  witii  tiie  reception,  the  thick  Protean  air, 
endarkening  the  German  intelligence  and  judgment, 
opposed  to  his  well-meaning  elucidations  of  supernatural 
forces  and  Richenbachian  Od-dities. 

"Stffl  M  tlM  tid«  ofattt  nik  «w«t» 
Tratkohanas  tlM  mnU,  oncouctow  of  dee«f^ 
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^  ike  AnaUmsf  and  PhyHology  qf  the  Male  UMkra, 
and  on  the  Pathologp  qf  SMeiure  qf  that  Omal. 
By  HBNB.T -Hancock,  F.R.C.S.»  Senicr-SurfeQii  to 
the  Charing-Cross  Hogpttal,  &c.  London :  Highley 
«nd  Son.     1852.    8vo,  pp.  86. 

This  unpretending  little  volume  compriBes  the 
ipeisHma  verba  of  three  Lectures  delivered  by 
Mr.  Hancoclr,  m  the  Session  1861-52,  to  the 
Medical  Society  of  London,  as  Lettsomian  Pro- 
fessor of  Surgery.  The  first  of  these  consists  of 
•an  examination  into  the  intimate  structure  of  the 
jcduscolar  apparatus  surrounding  the  urethra,  in 
which  Mr.  Hancock,  by  the  aid  of  the  micro- 
scope, not  only  demonstrates  the  presence  of 
muscular  fibres  investing  the  whole  length  of  the 
^urethra,  but  proves  their  existence  in  two  layers, 
•one  between  the  mucous  membrane  and  the 
corpus  spongiosum,  the  other  external  to  that 
ix)dy.  Li  this  Lecture  he  also,  in  justice  to 
himself,  claims  the  discovery  of  these  fibres,  or 
rather  the  priority  of  their  correct  demonstration, 
which  had  been  assigned  to  KoUiker  by  the 
writer  of  the  article  "  Urethra"  in  the  "  Cyclo- 
poBdia  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,"  but  which 
the  writer  of  the  article  and  the  Editor  have 
since  most  handsomely  admitted  to  belong  to 
Mr.  Hancock. 

This  gentleman  we  believe  to  be  the  first  to 
trace  muscular  fibres  continuously  from  the  two 
layers  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  bladder  to  the 
^extreme  orifice  of  the  urethra,  and  also  to  show 
'that  the  vesicles  and  ducts  of  the  prostate  gland 
are  invested  by  muscular  fibre,  the  latter  deriving 
its  covering  from  the  muscular  coat  of  the  vas 
deferens.  These  important  demonstrations, 
together  with  that  before  mentioned,  of  the 
"double  investment  of  the  corpus  spongiosxmi, 
entitle  the  Lettsomian  Professor  to  take  a  frcnt 
rank  among  the  present  race  of  microscopical 
physiologists,  if  his  discoveries  receive  the  con- 
finnation  of  contemporary  minute  anatomists. 
But,  whether  correct  or  not,  Mr.  Hancock's 
lectures  have  been  received  with  applause,  and 
wiU  be  read  with  interest  by  all  who  are  engaged 
in  the  treatment  of  that  troublesome  class  of 
diseases  which  attacks  the  bladder  in  the  maLe. 
It  48  quite  impossible  in  the  short  space  vrhkh. 
we  can  devote  to  this  subject,  that  we  can  do 
justice   to   the   clearness    of    Mr.  Hancock's 


descriptions,  or  to  the  beauty  of  the  woodcuts 
by  which  they  are  illustrated.  Our  readers,  we 
trust,  will  obtain  the  book  for  themsehes; 
indeed,  no  surgeon  ought  to  be  withoat  so 
important  an  addition  to  his  libraiy. 

The  second  lecture  is,  perhaps,  even  more 
interesting  than  the  first;  abounding  witik 
original  ideas,  which  bear  the  impress  of  tradi, 
as  well  as  talent.  It  is  the  physiological  seqad, 
to  the  dry  anatomy  of  the  first  lecture,  being  aa 
account  of  the  process  of  normal  mictoritimi ; 
and  in  it  we  find  the  following  passage,  which 
is  a  good  specimen  of  the  author's  style,  and  an 
example  of  his  remarkable  power  of  thinking  for 
himself.  After  observing  that  the  abdominal 
muscles  are  often  impediments  to  passing  wateTf 
rather  than  aids  to  that  process,  he  goes  on  to 
explain  the  reason,  as  follows  :— 

"  I  will  now  endeavour  to  explain  how  in  retention  oC 
nrine,  where  the  bladder  is  distended,  the  abdominal 
mosdes  by  their  action  tend  to  maintain  that  reteotkmy 
and  oppose  the  flow  of  nrine.  It  is  a  drcamstuifie 
arising  from  the  anatomy  of  the  part,  and  one  which 
has  not  met  with  that  attention  from  anthors  whkh  I 
believe  its  importance  deserves.  The  urethra  is 
attached  to  the  body  and  ramus  of  the  pubis  by  strong 
and  dense  fascia,  and  by  the  suspensory  ligaments  fif 
the  penis,  so  that  it  is  an  error  to  imagine  that  it  oo^ 
becomes  fixed  where  it  passes  through  Camper's  ligSi- 
ihent.  A  careful  examination  shows  that  an  equal 
length  is  attached  to  that  which  is  pendulous ;  if  a  maa 
has  four  inches  and  a  half  of  pendulous  urethra,  he  will 
have  four  inches  and  a  half  of  attached,  a  point  of  codp 
siderable  importance  in  the  manipulation  of  instruments. 
The  result  of  this  arrangement  is,  that  where  the  bladdtf 
is  distended  so  as  to  be  raised  out  of  the  pelvis  beyond 
its  usual  limits,  it  forms  with  that  portion  of  the  oretfaza 
behind  the  suspensory  ligament  of  the  penis,  a  specieB 
of  inverted  cone,  the  apex  uf  which  is  formed  by  the 
membranous  portion  of  the  urethra,  as  it  lies  beneath 
the  sub-pubic  ligament.  Hence,  when  the  .  patieat 
strains  or  makes  undue  efforts  at  micturition,  the 
posterior  and  middle  fibres  of  the  levatores  ani  mudfli 
tend  to  raise  the  bladder,  and  Ult  it  still  more  forwards; 
whilst  the  anterior  fibres,  drawing  up  tiie  proaiBia 
gland,  must- compress  the  membranous  portion  of  the 
urethra  against  the  unyidding  sub-pubic  fittda  and 
ligament,  and  thus  obliterate  the  canal  for  the  time 
being.  Under  these  drcnmstances,  if  we  attempt  ta 
introduce  a  catheter,  we  should  always  do  so  with  tiM 
patient  lying  on  his  back,  and  not  in  the  upright 
position.  And  this,  moreover,  explains  how  it  so 
frequently  occurs,  in  case  of  stricture,  that  the  greater 
the  efforts,  the  greater  will  be  the  pain  and  difficol^  of 
micturition,  and  the  smaller  the  stream." 

The  third  lecture  is  confined  to  the  pathology 
of  stricture,  &om  which  we  can  only  make  ono 
extract,  but  this  is  so  interesting  that  we  cannot 
avoid  laying  it  before  our  readers.  After  demon- 
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strating,  at  page  74,  the  existence  of  a  false 
membrane  attached  to  the  inner  surface  of  the 
urethra,  Mr.  Hancock  goes  on  with  the  following 
remarks: — 

*'  The  existence  of  this  false  membrane  was  proTed 
by  some  points  of  great  interest.    Among  others,  that 
althoagh  this  newly-deposited  structure  appeared  to  be 
inTested  by  mucous  membrane  when  examined  by  the 
naked  eye,  the  ioTestment,  though  smooth  and  shining, 
did  not  possess  the  actual  organization  of  mucous  mem- 
brane,   but  when    viewed    through    the   microscope, 
presented  more  the  character  of    condensed  cellular 
tissue.     It  did  not  possess  either  Tilli  or  papillse  upon 
its  Iree  surface.     It  was  not  invested  by  epithelial  scales ; 
and  what  was  extremely  interesting,  as  inoontrovertibly 
proving  the  non-identity  of  this  membrane  with  the 
proper  mucous  canal,  we  found  that,  by  carefully  dis- 
secting it  away,    we  came  down    upon  the  layer  of 
epithelial  scales,  separating  it,  as  it  were,  from  the 
proper  mucous  membrane  of  the  urethra.     We  could 
sot  detect  any  appreciable  change  in  the  structure, 
either  of  the  proper  mucous  membrane  of  the  urethra 
or  of  the  parts  surrounding  it ;  and  hence  we  could  not 
arrive  at  any  other  condosion  than  that,  in  this  instance 
at-least,  the  prevailing  notion  that  permanent  organic 
•tricture  (other  than  the  bridle  constriction)  was  always 
prodnoed  by  mischief  without  the  canal,  was  erroneous ; 
and  other  cases  which  we  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
examining  have  not  only  strengthened  this  opinion,  but 
hare  led  me  to  condnde  that  it  is  not  merely  a  possible 
bat  a  frequent  cause  of  this  malady.    There  was  another 
point  also  of  the  greatest  interest,  and  one  which,  so  far 
atf  I  can  trace,  has  never  been  noticed  before.     We 
have  seen  that  this  fUse  membrane  was  for  the  most 
part  adherent.      It  was  so  for  about  an  inch  of  its 
aiiterior  extent,  where  we  have  observed  it  so  closely 
attached  as  almost  to  be  identical  with  the  subjacent 
tiaane ;  but  towards  the  bladder  this  new  structure  sent 
oflT  two  processes,  which  extended  to  the  prostate,  and 
became  lost  on  the  mucous  investment  of  the  outer  part 
of  the  sinus  prostaticas.     These  two  processes  were 
the  limbi  of  a  semi-lunar  valve,  constituting  the  vesical 
extremity  of  the  false  deposit,  which  was  here  separated 
ttonk  the  subjacent  mucous  membrane  to  the  extent  of 
some  half  an  inch,  constituting  a  regular  valve,  haviag 
its  tree  lunated  edge  towards  the  bladder,  whilst  else- 
where it  was  continuous  with  that  portion  attached  to 
the  urethra.     On  carrying  a  probe  firom  the  bladder 
aloag  the  urethra,  it  passed  under  this  valve,   and 
entered  a  blind  pouch,  of  considerable  site  when  viewed 
in  relation  to  the  parts;   whilst  the  appearance  of  the 
▼alve  vras  very  similar  to  that  of  one  of  the  semi-lunar 
▼alves  at  the  commencement  of  the  aorta  or  pulmonary 
sntery." 

At  page  83  is  a  curious  experiment  to  prove 
that  retention  of  urine  may  be  caused  by  viscid 
mucous  only  in  the  prostatic  portion  of  the 
nretlira ;  an  observation  which  we  do  not  recol- 
lect to  have  met  with  before.  Indeed  the  whole 
of  this  little  volume  is  one  mass  of  originality ; 
and  though  we  may  not  always  be  able  to  follow 
JdCr.   Hancock  in  his  inductions  with  implicit 


faiih^  still  they  are  always  of  such  a  nature  that 
we  cannot  disprove  the  position  assumed. 


The  Sfmptonu  and  Dreaimeni  of  Pregnanqf,  By  W* 
J,JUu>BBaoN,  F.R.C.S.  London :  John  Chnccbi]l» 
I«|2.   .8vo,pp.  119. 

KotStKO  can  afford  a  greater  coiltrast  to  Mr. 
Hancock's  volume  than  the  one  now  under  con- 
sideration ;  for  we  have  carefully  looked  through 
its  pages,  and  can  find  nothing  which  may  not 
be  culled  by  any  tyro  from  the  pages  of  Sams- 
bottom,  Murphy,  and  Churohill,  or,  in  &ct, 
any  modem  writer  on  Midwifery.  If,  there* 
fore,,Jthe  book  is  intended  for  the  professional 
reader,  it  is .  unnecessary  to.  those  who  are 
alrea<3^  in  possession  of  either  of  the  abov» 
works  or  their  congeners ;  and,  if  intended,  as- 
we  should  suspect,  for  the  eye  of  the  patient 
rather  than  for  the  professional  attendant,  wo 
would  suggest  some  notification  in  the  preface  to 
that  efiect ;  in  which  case  the  book  itself  would  be 
removed  from  our  ^t.  However,  in  neither  case 
do  we  think  that  the  book  can  be  useful,  being 
as  mudi  above  the  level  of  the  general,  as  it  is 
below  that  of  the  medical,  reader.  i 


The  Phptieai  Diagmnu  qf  DmoKi  qf  the  Abdomen, 
By  EnwAan  Ballard,  M.D.,  Load.  London: 
Taylor,  Walton,  and  Maberly.    1852.   Sto,  pp.  276. 

In  this  age  of  monographs  we  require  certainly 
either  originality  or  research  to  induce  us  to 
prise  any  addition  to  the  already  extensive  list 
of  books  devoted  to  spedal  descriptions  of  dis-«- 
ease.  The  present  volume,  is,  however,  one 
of  great  labour,  and  is  a  oarefdlly-ananged 
generalisation  of  the  Icnown  phenomena  of 
abdominal  diseases,  without  any  pretension  to 
anything  more.  The  first  part  consists  of  aa 
excellent  description  of  the  various  modes  ct 
conducting  a  physicsl  examination  of  the 
abdoinen,  together  with  the  results  afforded 
by  this  in  health  and  disease.  The  second 
part  enumerates  those«  diseases  which  give 
indications  of  their  presence  on  a  physical 
examination;  whilst  the  third  part,  whioh  is 
reaily  valuable  to  the  young  practitioner,  is  a 
tabular  enumeration  of  the  most  remarkable 
physical  signs,  with  the  diseases  by  which  eadi 
may  be  occasioned;  to  these  are  aljBO  attadied' 
numbers  referring  to  the  preceding  paragra^ 
of  which  the  first  two  parts  are  composed.  Thus.. 
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under  the  heading,  "  Flnctoation  felt  in  Telvic 
Tomoon/'  we  find  the  following  diseases 
ennmerated,  with  the  nnmbers  attached,  refer- 
ring to  the  paragraph  in  which  each  is 
^described:— 

r«rltaMilabw9tHi«peMml7>.  BHaitioa  of  in ■■!!■,  M4. 

l>iMaiaioBorM«ite,IM.»«.  AImmm  of  owy,  SO. 

Pr'vte  AbwM,  187.  BacyMod  Mtmm  of  ovorr.  St- 

ByiaM  cfrt  {■  pclfta,  IS.  lloeMatiaf  tunow  of  mttna,  t37. 


By  this  arrangement  the  student  has  at  once 
presented  to  him  all  the  diseases  which  may 
occasion  a  flactoating  pelvic  tomonr ;  and  on 
turning  to  each  in  succession,  he  has  an  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  to  which  he  mnst  refer  his 
particnlar  case.  It  is  certainly  a  very  nsefol 
•series  of  tables,  and  has  been  carried  out  with 
great  labour  and  accuracy,  and  is  calculated  to 
afford  the  greatest  assistance  to  eyery  practitioner 
in  those  obscure  'cases  of  abdominal  disease  so 
often  presented  to  him. 


^rraittriul  Mt^mi  k  l^argital  SBttraal. 


WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  18,  1852. 

Thb  following  letter  from  Dr.  Oolb,  relative 
to  the  proceedings  at  Oxford,  will  be  read  with 
the  respect  which  the  position  of  the  writer 
demands : — 

To  the  Editor  ^  the  Provmeiai  Medieai  and  Surgical 
Journal, 
Dbar  Sir, — I  feel  myself  bound  to  address  you  on  the 
matter  of  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  at  Oxford,  and  of  the 
Editorial  Article  relating  to  the  same,  made  in  the  last 
number  of  your  journal. 

•  The  expediency  of  change  in  the  ammgementi  under 
which  that  journal  is  edited  and  published,  and  the 
aeeoilinpss  of  effecting  so  important  a  change  on  the 
strength  of  so  small  a  majority,  are  questions  clearly 
distinct  from  that  noir  before  us,  and  I  consequently  pass 
them  without  further  notice;  but  as  .regards  the  mode 
in  which  the  question  of  such  change  was  determined, 
I  take  leave  to  assure  you  that  you  have  been  errone- 
ously informed.  I  do  not  doubt  the  general  accuracy 
of  >our  reporter,  nor  have  1  it  in  thought  to  insinuate 
the  lUghtest  distrust  of  his  integrity.  Amid  the  con- 
fusion it  may  well  have  happened  that  he  misapprehended 
the  course  I  thought  it  advisable  to  adopt;  but  in  qod^ 
tradiction  of  his  report,  I  unhesitatingly  aver  that  the 
'*  original  motion"  was  put  to  the  meeting.  Looking  at 
the  motion  and  to  the  amendment,  and  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  circumstaaees  under  which  they  were 
respectively  proposed,  I  thought  it  deairable  that  the 
division  should  be  taken  in  such  manner  that  the  sense 


of  the  meeting  ihoold  be  deciand  at  onoe  on  the  poiaft 
really  at  iafoe;  and  with  such  pnrpoee  I  directed  tfast 
those  who  supported  tlie  amendment  shoold  take  seats 
on  the  one,  and  those  who  were  for  die  original  motioB 
on  the  other  side  of  the  hove.  Further,  seme^Flll 
men,  asked  of  me  aloud,  from  the  centre  of  Ite 
house,  whether  the  arrangement  was  understood  to  be 
such  as  I  have  here  described  it — an  inquiry  whidi  I 
loudly  and  explicitly  affirmed.  Moreover,  I  dinoled 
all  parties  who  were  neutral  in  the  matter,  to  withdraw, 
together  with  the  strangers,  into  the  adjoining  room* 

It  possibly  may  be  objected  that  some  might  hcte 
been  disposed  to  vote  against  botii  the  original  motaon 
and  the  amendment,  and  that,  consequently,  it  w« 
informal  to  put  the  question  in  the  manner  I  did;  bnt 
whatever  may  be  the  weight  of  such  ohjieotion,  ^een- 
latively.  surely  under  the  ctrcumstances  of  the  case,  no 
one  will  contend  that  it  can  daim,  practically,  anj 
consideration  at  all.  I  am  perfectiy  sensible  that,  for 
the  just  regulation  of  debate,  it  is  advisable  to  adhere 
to  forms,  and  possibly  my  want  of  experience  in 
such  matters  may  have  occasioned  me  to  stray  from  the 
usual  course  of  proceeding;  but  no  one  objected  to  the 
arrangement  I  proposed,  and  certainly  no  one  who 
voted  for  either  the  original  motion  or  the  amendment^ 
can  take  just  ground  for  complaint  that  he  had  not 
opportunity  of  recording  his  vote  against  each  of  them 
separately.  Again,  motions  were  subsequently  made, 
and  carried,  which  implied  the  concurrence  of  all  parties 
in  the  declaration  made  from  the  chair,  "that  the 
original  motion  was  carried."  Among  them  was  that  of 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee,  previously  nominated 
by  Mr.  Nunneley,  which  (with  approved  exoepiionaand' 
additions,)  was  not  merely  "  understood"  to  be  ap- 
pointed, but  was  regularlyput  to  the  vote,  and  confirmed* 
I  maintain,  then,  that  the  original  motion  was  (together 
with  the  amendment,)  fairly,  and,  as  I  conceive,  rsgn* 
larly  put  to  the  meeting,  and  I  shall,  .oonsequentlj, 
feel  myself  bound,  in  the  impartial  dischaii^  of  mj 
duty,  to  uphold  by  my  voice  and  authority,  (if  any,) 
the  option  on  which  the  majority  decided,  howeva 
much  I  may  individually  regret  that  decision. 
With  compliments,  &c., 
Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir, 

£rer  yours  faithfully, 

J.  A.  OGLE,  M.D.,  &c 

Oxford,  August  9,  1852. 

After  attentively  examining  Dr.  Oglb's  oont- 
munication,  we  are  more  than  eyer  oonyinoed 
of  the  informality  of  the  proceedings  relative  to 
the  Journal  at  Oxford  ;  for  prerious  to  A© 
President's  explanation,  we  could  only  reccmcile 
the  conflicting  accounts  of  the  various  reporters 
by  supposing  that  Dr.  Oole  had  received  the 
first  abortive  attempt  at  a  division  as  conclusive 
against  the  unendment,  and  then  had  considered 
the  second  division  (by  separating  the  two  sides 
of  the  house)  as  affirming  Dr.  Cowan's  motion. 
This  supposition  is,  however,  set  at  rest  by  the 
above  letter,  which  fuUy  bears  out  our  assertion 
that  "we  are  just  as    if  nothing    had   been 
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done  at  Oxford,  guoai  the  change  of  phm  of 
publication." 

We  write  this  advisedly,  for  we  submit,  (with 
aU  due  deference  to  the  President,  and,  we 
need  scarcely  say,  without  impugning  the  fair-. 
ness  of  his  intentions)  that  it  is  neither  formal 
nor  fair  to  put  the  motion  and  amendment  in 
the  manner  described  by  him.  That  it  was 
not  formal,  every  one,  even  Dr.  Ogle  him- 
self, admits,  and  that  it  was  not  fair  is  quite 
dear,  when  we  come  to  consider  that  under 
this  arrangement  the  votes  of  those  who  are 
opposed  to  both  motion  and  amendment  could 
not  possibly  be  taken.  In  order  to  obtain  a  fair 
division  on  the  original  motion,  it  was  necessary 
that  those  who  had  been  directed  to  withdraw  as 
naatral  on  Mr.  Nuhnblbt's  amendment,  should 
have  been  allowed  an  option  of  voting  on  Dr. 
Gqwak's  motion,  which  the  mode  adopted  com- 
pletely prevented. 

In  support  of  this  view  we  may  instance  the 
diYiBions  on  Mr.  Oobbbn's  amendment  on  the 
Militia  Bill,  in  which  the  majority  for  Govern- 
ment, on  putting  the  original  motion,  was  219  to 
8^,  whereas  the  amendment  had  just  been  pre- 
Tiouflly  lost  by  285  to  76. 

With  regard  to  Dr.  Oglb's  directions  being 
80  loudly  affirmed  as  to  be  understood  by  all,  we 
can  only  appeal  to  the  reports  in  the  Medical 
Times  and  Lancet,  in  the  former  of  which  Dr. 
Cowan's  motion  is  said  to  have  been  carried  by 
a  majority  of  two,  whilst  in  the  latter,  Mr. 
Ntjvvblsy'b  amendment  is  described  as  lost 
hy  the  same  number;  yet  in  neither  of  these 
18  a  word  said  as  to  the  peculiar  directions 
of  I>r.  OoLB ;  the  fact  is,  that  the  confusion 
was  so  great  that  we  are  not  surprised  at  any 
mistalce  which  might  be  made. 

.  But  Dr.  Oqlb  completely  misunderstood  the 
gist  of  our  observations  in  our  last  number. 
T^e  l&ave  not  maintained  that  the  one  hundred 
and  twenty  gentlemen  who  yotfed  are  not  bound 
by  the  proceedings,  whatever  they  were,  as 
this  is  entirely  a  distinct  question;  but  we 
aaserted  in  our  last  article,  and  we  do  so  noio, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  members 
gcfterMy  we  not  bound  hf  the  proeeedings  at 
Oa^ard,  because  they  were  informal.  This,  when 
relating  to  a  question  of  property,  is  of  some 
importance,  as  those  who  now  have  the  direction 
of  the  publications  are  liable  to  the  whole  body, 
when  properly  assembled,  if  they  have  suffered 
any  change  of  management  to  take  place,  unless 


they  are  able  to  show  that  the  formalities 
necessary  to  warrant  such  a  proceeding  have 
been  gone  through.  Of  course  it  is  for  them  to 
consider  whether  such  has  been  the  case,  and  if 
they  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  proceedings 
were  conducted  with  all  due  form,  Aey  will  have 
only  to  resign  their  powers  iato  the  hands  of  those 
so  appointed.  Indeed  we  should  scarcely  have 
returned  to  the  subject  of  the  division  at  Oxford, 
but  that  in  the  first  place  our  respect  for  the 
office  of  President,  as  well  as  for  the  distinguished 
individual  who  fills  it,  demands  our  considera- 
tion ;  and  in  the  second  place,  it  is  necessary  to 
protest  against  this  mode  of  proceeding  being 
hereafter  adduced  as  a  precedent.  Our  reason 
for  this  course  is,  that  we  understand  that  Dr. 
Cowan's  notice  of  motion  was  not  given  as  re- 
quired by  Bule  19,  three  months  before  the 
Anniversary  Meeting.  It  appears  that  the 
Anniversary  Meeting  was  officially  announced 
in  this  journal  on  the  31st  of  March,  nearly  four 
months  before  the  meeting  at  Oxford,  while  Dr. 
Cowan's  notice  was  not  sent  till  the  5th  of  May  ;. 
so  that  there  cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt  that 
the  whole  proceedings  based  upon  it  are  contrary 
to  law.  The  Council  will  therefore  have  a  much 
easier  task  than  we  anticipated,  since  if  th& 
above  statement  should  prove  to  be  correct,  or 
which  we  have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  the 
Council  will  be  stopped  at  the  very  threshold  of 
their  inquiry,  by  an  informality  which  admits 
of  no  explanation.  The  19th  Eule  is  imperative 
in  its  nature,  and  ii  the  laws  of  the  Association 
are  not  strictly  maintained,  farewell  to  all 
attempts  at  order  or  regularity. 

We  have  the  less  reason  for  regret  at  being 
compeBed  to  omit  the  valuable  suggestions  and 
opinions  of  our  numerous  correspondents,  from 
whom  we  have  received  a  host  of  letters  on  the 
above  subject,  some  at  great  length ;  of  these  w^ 
have  only  room  for  those  of  Dr.  Williams  and 
Mr.  Amtott,  but  they  may  be  considered  to- 
embody  the  sentiments  of  the  others.  Several 
gentiemen,  including  Mr.  Philbbick  and  Dr. 
Day,  have  made  the  same  suggestion  as  Dr. 
Williams,  namely,  to  allow  all  the  Members  of 
the  Association  to  vote  by  proxy  at  once.  Hia 
would,  it  is  true,  virtually  settle  the  question, 
but  would  be  open  to  the  charge  of  want  of 
formality.  The  matter  must  still  come  before 
the  Council,  and  they  only  can,  and  indeed  must^. 
decide  upon  it. 
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3&tlM  Mriliptt 

(From  our  own  Corre$pondmtJ-    " 

LOKDON,  AUOUBT  16,  1^52. 

It  is  not  ao  easy  task  at  this  period  of  th^fear  to 
pen  a  laj  article  de  omnibut  rebut  ef  quibntdMi  alUtf 
tor  the  recess  of  Parliament  has  been  foHowed  by  that 
Of  the  profession,  and  physicians  and  surgeons,  after 
toiling  hardly  during  the  winter,  spring,  and  snmmer 
months,  are  now  scattering  in  all  directions,  and  seeking 
a  holiday,  whercTer  taste,  pleasore;  health,  or  daty  may 
direct  them ;  but  little  is  doing  consequently,  and  even 
that  little  is  scarcely  worth  recording. 

Notvrithstanding  the  decided  character  of  th^  ftsolu- 
ttons  passed  at  the  Brighton  meeting  of  the  Association, 
there  are  occasional  rumors  that  some  medical  men  do 
not  hesitate,  or  scarcely  hesitate,  to  meet  profesihrnally, 
the  practisers  of  homoeopathy,  of  course  merely  to 
ascertain  the  existence  and  character  of  a  disease,  or  to 
confirm  tho  diagnosis  already  made^  the  homteopath 
being  then  permitted  or  left  to  treat  the  malady,  the 
nature  of  which  he  could  not  recognize,  according  to 
the  approved  principles  and  precepts  enunciated  by 
Hahnemann  and  his  disciples.  When  a  legitimate 
member  of  the  profession  has  been  decoyed  stealthily 
into  a  consultation,  he  supposes  the  person  be  is  about  to 
meet  to  be,  like  himself,  a  true  and  honest  practitioner 
of  medicine,  according  to  the  principles  usudly  taught 
in  the  schools;  but  if,  finding  at  the  time,  or  afterwards, 
that  he  has  been  entrapped,  he  indignantly  denounces 
the  cheat,  and  refuses  to  hold  further  intercourse  with 
t^  empiric,  we  may  pity  him  for  his  misfortnne,  and 
must  acknowledge  him  to  be  still  strictly  entitled  to  his 
legitimate  siahu  and  honors  among  us.  '  Such  a  case  has 
occurred  of  late  years,  but  the  unfortunate  consultee  was 
not  deemed  to  be  free  from  participating  in  the  wrong- 
doing of  the  consultant.  Fierce  and  angry  accusations 
were  launched  against  him,  and  for  some  time  he  felt 
.the  sad  results  in  a  considerable  diminution  of  his  con- 
sulting practice.  Some,  however,  are  bolder  than  he 
was,  and  recklessly  declare  that  a  consultation  with  a 
homceopath  is  not  beyond  their  province,  provided 
they  participate  not  in  the  very  act  of  prescribing 
Iwmceopathically. 

Although  some  very  gross  cases  connected  with  that 
mode  of  "  practising"  have  occurred,  and  been  exposed 
from  time  to  time,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  heresy  is 
fiuling  in>he  estimation  of  the  public.  The  plausibility 
of  its  professors,  and  the  speciousness  with  which  they 
urge  their  charges  against  legitimate  medicine,  exert  a 
certain  influence  for  a  time  on  the  public  mind;  and, 
ailthoagh  some  of  those  who  have  tried  the  system,  have 
abandoned  it,  from  its  utter  inutility  in  repelling  the 
attacks  of  serious  disease,  fresh  victims  are  readily 
obtained,  their  minds  being  imposed  upon,  and  deluded 
by  the  boasting  details  of  cures  eflfected  by  the  system 
■a  la  HoUoway  ou  Morison,  "  when  the  most  eminent 
in  the  profession  had  declared  the  disease  to  be  utterly 
incurable;"  or,  **  when  the  patient  had  been  dismissed 
without  benefit  from  three  or  four  metropolitan  hos- 
pitals, and  from  some  half-dozen  provincial  ones.''  By 
old  hacknied  boastings  such  as  these,  and  by  the  specious 
reasoning  urged  in  favor  of  their  dogmata,  greatly 
influenced  also  by  the  desire  to  avoid  taking  large  and 
oontinued  doses  of  drugs,  persons  of  education,  and  even 
of  considerable  acquirements,  fsU  into  the  trap,  are 
completely  gulled  for  a  time,  and  for  as  long  as  the 
delusion  endures,  swell  the  train  of  the  *•  learned  pro- 
fessors," or  may  even  vibrate  between  the  two  systems 
of  homoeopathy  and  hydropathy. 

Among  other  instances  of  the  spread  of  this  delusion 
for  the  present,  may  be  mentioned  the  fact,  that  a  phy- 
sician in  a  large  practice  at  the  West   End,   chiefly 


among  the  nobility,  baa  ezpRienoed  latteriy  a  ooa* 
stderable  reduction  in  his  yearly  inoome,  to  tbs  anomt 
of  some  hundreds,  resulting  from  the  fiaUiag  off  of 
several  of  his  accustomed  eUmldU. .  It  ia  not  an 
unusual  thing  for  the  educated  clawos  especially  to 
take  up  with  the  heresy  for  a  short  rime,  captivated  by 
the  delusive  ailment  used  in  its  favour,  and  probably 
also  by  the  excitement  attending  tho  having  recoane  to 
that  which  is  to  them  a  novelty,  more  especially  shioe 
the  stir  made  in  the  ranks  of  the  profession  against  it, 
and  the  absolute  separation  of  the  withered  and  dead 
branch  ftom  the  tree  of  medical  scienoe.  It  is,  in- 
deed,  much  to  be  feared  that  the  fierce  and  determined 
onslaught  made  on  its  professors,  has  contributed  not  a 
little  to  its  present  increased  popularity ;  for  the  public, 
looking  upon  it  as  a  mere  quarrel  among  the  doctors, 
naturally  lean  to  those  who  aedc  lor,  and  obtain  ths 
greatest  notoriety,  and  in  that  no  one  can  deny  that  ov 
opponents  have  the  palm. 

Meanwhile  there  is  an  anecdote  current  which  exhtbiti 
their  pretensions  to  science  and  to  minute  accuracy  in 
semeiology  and  the  effects  of  drugs  in  a  ridicnkms 
point  of  view.  At  a  public  dinner,  one  of  thev 
principal  authorities — ^to  borrow  a  word  from  our  con- 
tinental brethren  assisted,  whom  we  shall  designate 
for  the  nonce  as  Dr.  X.  After  partaking  freely  of 
many  of  the  delicacies  which  were  before  him,  the 
doctor,  who  is  somewhat  of  a  bom,  vtmm/,  and  under- 
stands  the  art  of  carving  to  perfection,  was  called  upon 
to  cut  up  a  turkey  for  tiie  benefit  of  all  around.,  This 
duty  having  been  properly  performed,  Dr.  X.  was 
observed  to  place  a  tit-bit  from  the  bird  in  his  own 
plate,  but  studiously  to  avoid  the  seasooing,  which, 
however,  he  had  liborally  dispensed  to  the  other  guests 
at  the  table.  This  peculiar  abstinence  elicited  a  remark, 
and  the  question  speedily  followed  as  to  the  why  and 
wherefore  Dr.  X.  did  not  omameot  his  pbte  with  tho 
seasoning,  it  being  so  agreeable  an  addition  to  the  bird's 
flesh.  Assuming  a  serious  and  grave  look,  the  doctor 
shook  his  head  most  sagely,  and  declared  *'he  did  not 
partake  of  it ;  it  was  most  dangerous."  *'  Dsi^eroos ! 
how?  what  harm  can  a  little  seasoning  do  you?  Come 
Doctor,  take  some;  you'll  enjoy  the  turkey  much 
more  if  you  do."  "Much  obliged,  my  dear  sir,"  was 
the  reply  \>f  the  alarmed  homoeopath,  '-  but  indeed  I 
dare  not ;  it  contains  parsley,  you  know,  and  ihtJL  noay 
cause  a  serious  collapsb  !"  To  those  who  had  watched 
the  prowess  of  the  learned  doctor  at  the  dinner,  and 
the  energy  with  which  he  had  despatched  fish,  flesh,  and 
fowl,  washing  them  down  with  repeated  libations  of 
champagne  and  other  rich  wines,  the  source  of  tiba 
anticipated  collapse  was  very  clear,  and  quite  inda- 
pendent  of  a  very  small  modicum  of  parsley. 

Various  schemes  have  been  proposed  for  the  employ- 
ment, for  useful  purposes,  of  the  balance  of  the  money, 
amounting,  it  is  said,  to  ;^]  50,000,  realised  by  flte 
Great  Exbibitio  ;  but  the  plan  now  proposed,  whidi 
has  been  attributed  to  His  Royal  Highness  Prince 
Albert,  transcends  them  all  in  utility  and  excellence.  It 
is  said  that  the  Prince  has  proposed  to  found  a  giaad 
Industrial  College,— a  home  for  the  arts  and  scieoces,— 
an  University  of  science,  literature,  and  fine  arts  It 
has  even  been  asserted  that  the  Prime  Minister  is  pre- 
pared to  make  a  national  endowment  in  its  bebatf* 
worthy  of  the  country  and  of  the  interests  to  be  served. 
It  is  a  part  of  the  scheme  to  bring  together  the  National 
Gallery,  the  learned  societies,  the  Society  of  Arts,  tlia 
School  of  Mines,  and  all  other  institutions  having  a 
close  connection  with  science  &nd  the  arts ;  a  retorm 
and  re-arrangement  long  and  earnestly  demanded  by 
all  thinking  gavant.  The  whole  is  to  be  arranged  with 
a  vi::w  to  practical  results;  science  and  industry,  for 
the  first  time  in  this  country,  being  brought  together  ia 
close  relation.  How  much  better  is  a  vast,  oni^tnai* 
and  extensive  plan  like  this,  for  the  advancement  of 
science  and  literature,  than  those  meagre  and  paltry 
arrangements  by  which  the  total  amount  was  to  bm 
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frittered  away  in  Bmall  samt ; — here  a  ftill  hundred  for 
cndo^hig  a  profiessorthip,  there  a  siniilar  sum  for 
eatablisldng  reading-roomsy  and  tliere  again  for  forming 
«  mnseam,  an  athenenm,  a  clab-bonse,  or  a  lyoeom, 
until  the  total  ^^150^000  might  have  been  spent  in 
^ivays  and  meant,  to  the  satiafaction  of  a  few  jobben, 
but  not  for  the  interest  and  i>eneiit  of  the  many,  nor  of 
the  conntry  at  Isrge.  Hie  plan  is  truly  original  in  its 
vhole,  although  a  part'  thereof  was  proposed  some, 
^ears  since ;  and  a  hope  then  existed  that  it  would  be 
•carried  into  effect.  We  allnde  to  that  part  of  it  which 
proposes  the  embodiment  together  of  the  learned 
societies.  It  was  proposed  that  all  those  societies 
#h]ch  had  natural  history  in  some  one  or  other  of  its 
branches  for  thehr  basis,  such  as  the  Linnaeau,  the 
Botanical,  the  Medico-Botanical,  the  Chemical,  etc., 
etc.,  should  be  united;  the  several  societies  being,  as  it 
mere,  sections  of  the  whole,  with  each  its  separate  staff 
•of  officers  to  manage  their  own  pecuniary  affairs;  all 
•meeting  in  one  house,  and  contribntiog  a  certain  pro- 
rportion  to  the  general  expenses.  Why  so  oomprehen- 
sKre  and  so  useful  a  plan  fell  through  we  never  could 
learn ;  but  we  presume  it  aroee  from  the  difficulty  of 
getting  so  many  persons  to  act  usefully  together,  and 
from  the  jealousy  of  some  of  the  officers,  who  perhaps 
were  unwilling  to  officiate  for  a  section,  when  they  had 
previously  been,  and  were  then,  in  office  for  an  inde- 
pendent society.  The  sooner  the  plan  now  in  contem- 
j^tion  is  carried  out  in  its  entirety  the  better  for  science ; 
as  some,  at  least,  of  the  learned  societies  are  involved 
in  considerable  pecuniary  difficulties,  and  may  be  com- 
pelled, for  want  of  means,  to  dose  altogether,  and  to 
dissolve  if  not  thus  atnited.  This  has  been  the 
case  indeed  within  the  last  eighteen  months,  as  regards 
one  of  the  above-named  sodeties,  which,  after  a  career 
of  about  thirty  years;  during  which  the  chief  men  of 
adence  in  this  country,  on  the  Continent,  and  in 
America,  have  been  enrolled  in  its  list  of  members, 
ordinary  or  honorary,  has  been  compelled  to  retire  from 
Hbe  arena  of  sdences,  overburdened  and  home  down  by 
ft  weight  of  debt  left  its  Council  as  a  legacy  by  a  former 
official,  which  debt  hung  like  a  mill-stone  round  its 
neck,  until  it  was  overwhdmed  and  lost  in  the  deep 
waters.  Had  the  plan  we  have  alluded  to  been  carried 
ont,  this  sacrifice  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been 
prevented. 

The  latest  mortality  records  for  the  past  week  state  the 
proportion  of  deaths  within  the  bills  to  be, — from 
diarrhoea  213 ;  and  from  cholera  (English  of  course) 
21;  16  children,  and  five  persons  above  the  age 
of  fifteen  died  from  the  last-named  disease ;  192  children 
and  21  adults  from  diarrhoea ;  sixteen  of  the  cases  of 
cholera  occurred  on  the  north,  and  five  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Thames.  Meanwhile  a  far  more  feaHul 
Tiaitant  is  rapidly  approaching,  for  the  third  time  within 
twenty  years :  the  deadly  epidemic  of  Jessore  is  about  to 
assail  the  inhabitants  of  this  empire ;  and  but  little,  if 
anything,  has  been  done  to  disarm  the  disease  of  its 
awful  powers,  and  to  render  the  inhabited  places  as 
wholesome  and  healthy  as  they  ought  to  be.  Following 
the  same  course  as  in  its  previous  visitations,  the  cholera 
has  entered  Europe  through  Russia,  and,  after  lingering 
there  for  several  months,  and  committing  frightful  de- 
vastations among  a  most  undeanly  people,  it  has  passed 
into  Russian  Poland  and  invaded  the  kingdom  (formerly 
the  principality)  of  Warsaw,  in  the  capital  of  which 
from  fifty  to  sixty  lives  are  daily  sacrificed,  a  holocaust  on 
'  the  altar  of  filth — iiersonal  and  municipal — drunkenness, 
and  all  evil  passions,  and  consequently  of  epidemic 
disease.  In  Kalisch,  also  in  Russian  Poland,  a  town  of 
considerable  commerce  and  opulence,  the  mortality 
attendant  on  the  disease  has  been  very  high  indeed ; 
and  in  Possen,  four-fifths  of  those  attacked  perish. 
Since  the  appearance  of  this  pestilence  in  Russian 
Poland,  it  has  broken  out  in  Dantzic,  and  there  its 
ravages,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  be  most  dreadful  and 
extensive.     Eveiythiog  betokens  that  it  is  hastening 


hitherwardi  on  the  wings  of  the  winds ;  and  yet  this 
overgrown  and  over-peopled  world-metropolis,  is  in  no 
respect  better  prepared  to  stay  its  ravages  than  it  was  in 
1849,  and  scarcely  more  so  than  in  1831-32,  when  it 
waa  eaoanntered  in  Elngland.  We  have,  to  be  aure,  a 
Q^nersI  Board  of  Health,  with  a  paid  medical  niember» 
and  a  legal  member,  who  la  in  truth  its  dictator;  and 
thsy  have  publisbed  some  neat  blue  books  on  quaran- 
%9»  cholera,  &c.,  but  in  no  other  way  have  they  been 
of  service  in  affording  us  the  means,  under  Providence, 
to  quell  the  ravages  of  the  destroyer.  The  atrociously 
filthy  condition  of  the  habitations  in  which  the  poor  herd 
together  remains  much  the  same ;  fever  is  as  prevalent 
in  their  districts  as  ever ;  and  aJthough  the  wretched 
beings  are  constantly  decimated  by  disease,  the  vacancies 
thus  made  are  rapidly  filled  up,  and  the  crop  for  disease 
and  death  to  gather  is  as  laige,  or  larger  than  ever  it  was. 

The  malignant  conjunction  of  the  stars,  which,  as  the 
astrologers  have  it,  is  so  productive  of  disease,  is  not 
confined  to  the  human  race ;  epizootics  have  been  vory 
fatal  throughout  the  kingdom,  so  much  so  indeed  that 
the  Royal  Agricultural  Assurance  Sodety  have  had  to 
pay  upwards  of  j&'200,000  during  the  past  year,  in 
consequence  of  the  mortality  attenchint  on  the  epizootic 
among  the  cattle.  Equally  unfortunate  is  the  progress 
of  disease  amongst  vegetation.  The  blight  has  again, 
for  the  sixth  or  seventh  time,  attacked  the  potato,  and 
that  esculent  in  Ireland  may  be  regarded  as  almost  loet, 
at  all  events  in  many  places  scarcely  half  the  crop  will 
be  gathered  in,  and  in  some,  perhaps,  not  that.  Hie 
reports  throughout  the  length  and  the  breadth  of  the  land, 
are,  that  unless  by  Divine  Providence,  a  larger  amount 
of  the  potato  be  saved  than  is  expected,  another  ftimioe, 
followed  by  pestilence,  may  be  antidpated.  The  blight 
has  shown  itself  also  in  many  places  in  England,  bat 
not  so  extensively  as  in  the  sister  country,  as  that 
tuber  is  here  only  regarded  as  <in  adjuvant  to  the  disease, 
ease,  and  not  as  the  prindpal  and  sole  food  of  the 
peasantry.  Besides  the  potato,  the  beans  have  been 
more  or  less  affected,  and  ihe  vineyards  in  the  south  of 
France,  in  Italy,  in  Spain,  especially  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Malaga),  and  in  Portugal  and  Malta,  have 
been  so  seriously  diseased  as  almost  to  involve  their 
utter  loss.  Burgundy  has  in  a  great  degree  escaped  ; 
but,  en  revanche,  in  Madeira,  it  is  said,  all  the  vine^ 
yards  have  been  involved  in  one  common  destruction, 
so  that  that  celebrated  wine,  formerly  so  great  a  favourite 
with  the  gentry,  may  be  as  thoroughly  lost  to  the 
epicure  as  are  several  of  the  more  favourite  wines  of 
the  ancients.  The  inhabitants  of  Maddra  have  peti- 
tioned for  leave  to  cultivate  tobacco,  to  repahr  the 
pecuniary  loss  sustained  by  the  destruction  of  the 
vines.  John  Bull  will  feel  vexed  at  the  loss 
of  the  Portuguese  wines;  but  as  it  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  more  Port  (!)  is  sold  in  London  in  one 
year,  than  is  manufactured  in  Portugal  in  three, 
he  may  still  obtain  his  *'  London  particulsr,"  as  we 
believe  the  logwood  tree  is  still  uninjured.  The 
disease  by  which  the  vines  have  suffered,  is  called 
the  "  Maugra,"  or  "  OiniUM,"  and  it  appears  at  fivst 
like  small  dust  on  the  green  berry,  causing  the  fruit  to 
burst,  and  ultimately  to  become  putrid.  It  is  said  that 
a  deep  incision  in  the  trunk  of  the  vine,  near  the  root, 
has  been  extensiveiy  tried  in  Savoy,  and  everywhere 
with  success  in  curing  the  disease.  So  simple  a  remedy  .. 
ought  to  be  made  extensively  known  in  the  vine-growing 
countries. 

This  long  catalogue  of  ills  affecting  man,  as  well  as 
the  animal  and  vegetoble  kingdom,  may  be  closed  by  the 
announcement  that  an  unknown  disease  has  attacked  the 
currant  plant,  which  blackens  and  rots  the  fruit  in  one 
night.  The  same  malady— a  variety,  probably,  of  the 
Maugra— has  also  attacked  the  currants  of  the  Ionian 
ishmds,  and  it  is  believed  that  not  one-fourth  of  the 
crop  will  be  preserved.  Sad  news,  again,  for  John 
Ball ;  what  will  he  do  without  his  port  and  his  Christmai 
plum-pudding  ? 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 


The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  on  the  30th 
vlt. : — Joseph  Fenn  Allnatt,  Aiutnlia;  Heniy  Adye, 
Bradford,  Wiltshire;  Bamabns  Barrett,  Shrewsbury; 
Joseph  Lewis,  Cardiff,  Glamorganshire ;  Edwin  Moore, 
Highgate ;  George  Puckle,  Camberwell ;  James  Lewis 
Sanders,  Chelsea;  Charles  Taylor,  Nottingham; 
Leonard,  Keatley  Yelf,  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight.  '^ 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  on  the  2nd 
instant: — Frank  Lane  Bindley,  Burton-on-Trent, 
Staffordshire ;  Thomas  Coghlan,  Cork ;  John  Coogan, 
Cork;  William  Henry  Cafaade,Acle,  Norwich;  Walter 
Humphries,  Cork ;  Samuel  Job,  Bawtry,  Yorkshire ; 
William  Lichiield,  Southampton;  Joseph  Beauchamp 
Matthews,  Weston-on-the-Green,  Ozon ;  Thadens 
Leyden  Molony,  Ennistymon,  co.  Clare ;  Daniel  Hack 
Tuke,  York. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  on  the  4th 
instant : — John  Edmunds,  Bangor-Iscoed,  Flintshire  i 
Joshua  Levei^  Bolton-le-Moors,  Lancashire;  John 
Koble,  York;  George  Bell  Poppelwell,  North  Shields, 
Northumberland;  Lewis  Robert  Ramond,  Lower 
Sydenham,  Kent;  Richard  Patrick  Burke  Taafib^ 
London ;  Frederick  Edmund  West,  Dublin. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  on  the  6th 
instant :~Thomas  Bray,  Dublin;  Garret  Butler, 
Dublin;  Henry  Richard  Foquett,  Lucknow,  Beng^; 
James  Hnrd  Keeling,  Edinburgh;  Robert  Leys, 
Banchory,  Kincardineshire ;  Charles  Benjamin  Mosse, 
Carlow;  Malim  Sbarman, Birmingham ;  JohnMortlock 
Tronaon,  Dublin. 

.The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  on  the  9th 
instant:— Walter  Bernard,  Cork;  Hallam  Moore 
Dixon,  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  William  Archibald 
Gamngton,  Portsea;  Alexander  Robert  Hudson, 
Fermanagh,  Enniakilien ;  Geoige  Lawson,  Forest  Hill, 
Sfdeoham;  James  Henry  Lewis,  Kinsale,  co.  Cork; 
William  O'Connor,  Mnnster;  Edward  Tenison  Ryan, 
New  York;  Henry  William  Spry,  Trinidad  Place, 
Islington. 

The  Fbllowship. — ^The  following  gentlemen  were 
admitted  to  the  Fellowship  on  the  10th  inst: — Peter 
Hinekes  Bird,  Spring  Gardens,  diploma  of  membenhip 
dated  May  19,  1848 ;  Cornelius  Black,  Chesterfield, 
May  3,  1844;  Arehibald  Prentice  Childs,  Bungay, 
August  10,  1849 ;  Harvey  Ludlow,  Paternoster  Row, 
Jvne  22,  1849  ;  William  SooYeU  SaTory,  Charterhouse 
Square,  Dec.  8,  1847. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Ckntlemen  admitted  membera  on  the  29th  July  ^-^ 
Matthew  Comer,  Whitby,  Yorkshire;  Charles  Thick 
Bves,  Cheltenham :  Noah  Fox,  Nottingham;  Augustas 
Brabios  Webb  Greatrex,  Ecckshall ;  Charles  Hooper, 
Bnntingford,  Herts;  Fredererick  Francis  Ormond, 
Plymouth;  George  Simpson,  India;  John  Cnthbert 
Whaley,  Kilbum. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  the  5th  August  :— 
Edward  Hare  Bromley,  Rippiitgale;  William  Adcock 
Burrows;  Charles  Moore  Jessop,  Bllton  Hall,  York- 
shire; William  Edward  Robbs,  Grantham;  Henry 
Little  Sequeira,  London. 


UNIVERSITY  AND  KING'S  COLLEGE, 
ABERDEEN. 

^At  the  August  graduation  at  this  UniTersity,  the 
^^8»e  «  M.D.,  was  conferred  on  the  following  gentle- 
men, who  were  examined  in  the  noious  branches  of 
medKane,  and  found  duly  quaUfied  :-John  Morgan 
Bryan,  Northampton;  Thomas  CoUins.  Aberdeen; 
ChariM  Henry  DunhiU,  London;   John  Boon  Hayes, 


Birmingham;  William  Aston  Lewis,  London;  Peter 
William  Long,  Ireland;  Thomas  .Morris,  Londoa; 
James  Orwin, Salop;  James  HoUins  Pickford,Brigbt(m; 
William  Callender  Hdy,  London ;  Daniel  Hemy  Geoi^ 
Wildbore,  London;  James  GoodchildWakley, London. 


OBITUARY. 


July  27,  aged  63,  Erasmus  L.  'Deronald,  Esq., 
surgeon,  of  71,  Great  Tichfield  Street,  and  6,  Howey 
Place,  London. 

August  6,  at  Wooton-nnder-Edge,  Robert  Bailey, 
Esq.,  surgeon,  aged  74. 

August  8,  at  his  residence,  Pncklechnrch,  GloQoest8r> 
shire,  aged  66,  John  ChampenySwayne,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S., 
late  of  Berkeley  Square,  Bristol. 

August  3rd,  at  Brighton,  after  a  severe  ISbm, 
Richard  Ebsworth,  Esq.,  surgeon,  of  Shillingfoid,  ia 
the  42nd  year  of  his  age. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

NOTICB     TO     MBMBBR8. 

In  addition  to  the  names  pwblished  in  ths  lot 
Journal  as  being  app<nnted  of  the  Council,  that  of 
Wm.  Mattbrson,  jun.,  Esq.,  Local  Secretory  for 
Yorkshue,  was  aeeidmtiy  omitted. 

W.  P.  BnooKBs,  Esq.,  was  also  appohted  Local 
Secretary  for  Cheltenham,  and 

Ellis  Jonbs,  Esq.,  Local  Secretary  for  Lifeipool. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  accession  of  new  memhen 
during  the  present  year,  the  first  dgfat  nmnbera  of  tiir 
Tolnme  now  in  oonrse  of  publication  are  out  of  print 
J.  P.  SHEPPARD. 

Worcester,  August  I7tb,  1852. 


Secretoiy. 


ERRATA. 

In  our  report  of  the  AnniTersary  Meeting,  at  pa^e 
404,  column  2,  line  14,  the  following  oorrectioa  ia 
required :— For  <<  read  by  tiie  House  Snigeon,  Mr. 
Hussey,"  r«irf— "read  by  E.  L.  Hnssey,  Eaq., 
F.R.C.S.E.,  one  of  the  Surgeons  to  the  Infirmaiy." 
The  paper  consisted  of  a  statistical  account  of  all  opera- 
tions performed  in  that  (the  Raddiffe)  Infirmary  fir 
some  years  past. 

The  following  error  also  occurred  in  Dr.  Whiting's 
speech,  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Wilkinaoo, 
after  the  reading  of  the  Address  in  Medicine :— F^a 
404,  col.  1,  Ime  9,  for  "philosophical  lectures,"  wdl 
"/^Ayaiofo^'co/ lectures;"  line  11,  for  "the  general 
thanks  of  the  town,"  read  "  the  thank»  qf  ma^  m  tkt 
townJ* 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Commnnications  have  been  reoeifed  fitim  Dr.  Ok%  Mr* 
Martin,  Dr.  McWiltiams,  Justice  to  Worcester,  lir. 
Kmg,  UniTersity  of  London,  PnblioBS,  Mr.  Fssl, 
Nil  Despenmdnm,  Dr.  Whiting,  Dn  Gantang,  Mr. 
Harricks,  Mr.  Roe. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letten  and  communications  con* 
nected  with  the  BdUorial  department  be  sent  to  J.  BL 
Walsh,  Esq.,  Poregate  Street,  Worcester.  Ptewb 
and  books  for  review  may  be  addressed  to  the  care  oC 
Mr.  ChurchUl,  Princes  Street.  Soho. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


LECTURES 

ON  THE 

ioiSEASES    OP  CHILDREN, 


Chatham  Street  School  of  Medicine^  Manehetter. 
Bt  Dr.  MEREI, 

t^tU  Aa^oHsB  deu4tm§,  lata  Fnfmor  af  tka  IBatory  i^f  MtMHut 
mt  tMa  Unittnitv  ^  Path,  CUnieal  Pr^ettar  ^tke  DhMuea  ef  CkOdnm, 
m»d  Wrtctmr  ^tke  Ckitdn%'$  UotfUat  at  Pnlki  FeOom  af  iU  IwtHrimi 
MtaMw  af  Tieanm,  eta. 


LB  0TX7BB    XII. 

Single  Primary  Fever  Continued.^FeMle  headache, 
its  distinction  from  meninffitis,  and  management. 
Gastric  disorder  as  proper  to  any  primary  paroxysm : 
symptoms,  indications  for  a  purgative  or  an  emetic, 
their  proper  choice;  occasionally  disagreeable ^ects 
qf  kypertsmesis  and  overpurging  ;  how  to  be  counter* 
acted.  Further  course  and  description  ^the  primary 
fever,  its  early  and  happy  termination.  Reserve  with' 
remedies.  Ephimera.  Farther  course,  above  thirty- 
ais  hours.  Objective  description  of  the  hypcMhenic 
9tage,  comparatively  with  that  in  adults:  compK- 
cations;  transitions.  The  asthenic  stage.  Patho- 
logical changes. 

Gbntlbmbn, — In  every  primary  fever  the  head  and 
abdomen  attract  our  first  and  careful  attention. 

Headache,  a  most  constant  companion  of  fever,  easily 
appreciated  and  lees  alarming  in  adults,  appears  more 
<»li8cnre  and  threatening  in  children,  because  they  cpi< not 
give  ua  symptoms  fiy  words,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  dis- 
tinction from  congestion  or  meningitis.  It  manifests 
ftaelf  in  the  child  in  different  dc^grees,  when  lifbd  up  in 
the  arms  of.  the  mother  or  ntftrse,  by  its  difficulty  or 
Inability  of  holding  its  head  upright,  by  leaning  it  on 
the  ahonlden,  along  with  simultaneous  appearance  of 
some  perpendicular  wrinkles  on  the  forehead  between  the 
brows,  languor  of  the  eyes,  falling  of  the  upper  eyelid, 
aiid  plaintive  moaning ;  oonsidenble  degree  of  heat  on 
tbe  frpnt.  The  little  patient  keeps  the  head  rather 
steadily  and  quietly  in  the  same  posture,  without 
]«0tlessly  moving  it;  and  all  the  above  symptoms  are 
equable  for  some  time.  Recollect  what  adults  say  in 
tbla  state  by  words,  and  thus  you  wilt  have  the  whole 
more  clearly  before  you.  $ometiraes  they  complain  of 
acute,  at  other  times  of  dull  pain,  on  pressure,  or 
giddiness.  These  differences  ii  wonld  be  difficult  to 
trace  in  a  child ;  we  must  content  ourselves  srith  knowing 
that  there  is  headache  present,  and  Judge  of  its  import- 
tfwee  aeeordinff  fo  the  degree  and  weight  of  the  above 
spmptoms,  comparatively  with  the  general  state,  or  some 
Sssaportant  local  qfection.  In  a  little  child  we  muet 
lie  very  careful,  because  painful  abdominal  affections 
vtaiy  eaose  dropping  of  the  head,  moaning,  and  fhmtal 
^tlflUaa,  just  as  if  the  head  itself  were  sufRn-ing  pain. 

As  to  the  nature  qf  febrile  headache,  it  is  but  an  old 
M#0<eia]ity,  which  always  fdentiiies  pain  and  heat  in 
tfke  head  with  congestion.  We  know  little  of  the  nervous 
]l«.  XVIIL,  •ifumhn  h  IMt. 


fluid  yet,  so  plentifblly  developed  in  the  brain,  and  of 
the  laws  of  its  circulation.  The  fact,  however,  stands 
firm,  that  paroxysms  of  intermittent  fever  present,  as 
to  heat  and  pain,  a  severe  kind  of  headache;  and  still 
theVb  is  little  fear  of  meningitis.  Nervous  headaclAs  in 
delicate  ladies  manifests  the  same  severity,  with  the 
same  exclusion  of  meningitis.  In  both  cases,  generally, 
leeching  does  not  cause  relief.  Thus  we  may  be  allowed 
to  establish  a  febrile  headache  of  the  nervous  kind, 
perhaps  a  congestion  of  the  nerrous  fluid  causing  pain 
or  spasm.  As  to  congestion  of  blood  in  the  brain, 
which,  of  course,  may  also  be  connected  with  febrile 
headache,  just  as  it  complicates,  occasionally,  even 
hysterical  headache, — ^this,  in  the  height  of  fever,  I  do 
not  know  how  to  distinguish  exactly;  I  believe,  how- 
ever, that  in  the  case  where  congestion  is  the  principal 
affection,  there  will  be  the  appearance  of  a  hfgHer  degree 
of  heaviness  of  the  head,  and  of  the  languor  of  the  eyes 
and  eyelidsj  more  oppressive  somnolence,  or  even 
soporous  sleep,  high  heat  on  the  forehead,  but  less  of  the 
extremities,  and  less  moaning.  And  in  the  case  of 
decided  inflammatory  action  in  the  envelopes, — that  is, 
in  the  first  stage  of  meningitis,  there  will  be,  with  a 
given  degree  of  heaviness  and  beat,  less  sleepiness,  and, 
instead  of  steady  posture,  even  restless  rolling  and 
pushing  of  the  head  here  and  there,  and  a  more  livSly 
expression  of  pain,  with  occasional  startings  and  scream- 
ings.  The  second  stage  is  too  clearly  characterised  to 
admit  mistakes.  * 

As  to  eclampsy,  during  the  stage  of  febrile  heat,  I 
have  been  satisfied,  by  many  dissections,  that  it  is  less 
frequently  a  symptom  of  the  first  stage  of  meningitis, 
than  the  effect  of  different  febrile  and  non-febrile,  ga;ttric, 
or  other  disturbances  acting  upon  the  nervous  system, 
eoneequeotly  there  is  a  more  natural  combination  between 
eclampsy  and  headache  of  a  nervous  or  spasmodic  kind, 
than  between  eclampsy  and  meningitis.  Gastric  dis- 
order, daring  fever,  I  believe  frequently  may  be  the 
simiiltaneous  effect  with  headache,  and  is,  perhaps,  too 
geiieratfy  considered  aa  its  source ;  at  any  rate,  when- 
aver  fcver,  and  along  with  the  signs  of  headache,  gastrio 
disorder  is  well  ascertained  by  ita  local  and  functional 
symptoms,  we  may  be  almost  sure  of  the  non-inflammft- 
tory  nature  of  that  headache.  Tense  epigastrium,  for 
example,  and  furred  tongue,  are  firequently  connected 
with  nervous,  but  never,  I  believe,  with  inflammatory, 
headache.  Moreover,  consider  the  following  compara- 
tive analysis : — A  paroxysm  of  fever,  with  headache,  in 
order  to  make  us  apprehend  acot^  primary  congestion, 
or  meningitia,  must  be  rather  intense.  Now,  if  this  be 
the  csuie,  the  temperature  of  the  skin,  in  fever,  vrill  be 
high,  and  so  all  over  the  body,  the  highest  on  the 
epigastrium ;  and  the  pulse  of  a  little  child  between  160, 
and  170,  or  more.  And  all  these  conditions,  unitedly,  wiH 
be  tbe  more  expressed  in  high  gastric  fever,  in  which, 
ak0»  the  highest  degrees  of  sympHthetie  headache  do 
oceori  whilst  in  the  case  of  active  oon^estien  or  menin- 
gitis, generally,  and  proportionally  to  other  symptoms, 
there  is  less  heat  and  dryness.  Hands  and  feet  frequently 
even  cuol  in  comparison  with  the  foreliead,  and  in  many 
the  pulse  ksa  fireqnent. 
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Vomitiog  of  bilioiui  liqoid  mmj  he  the  effect  of  ifanple 
ferer  or  febrile  headache,  aa  well  aa  of  meningitiar  ead 
in  both  caaea  the  epigaatriam  ia  aoft,  conaequentlj  thk 
cymptom  haa  in  itadf  not  moch  diagnoatic  Taloe. 

Acnte  hydrooephalua,  (anatomicallj  diiifoMnI  ftmi 
gennine  menhigitia,}  in  the  great  majority,  doea  not  aet 
in  ao  anddenly,  and  nnder  that  andden  appeannoe  of 
high  fever,  aa  we  have  deacribed  it  above;  a  care^ 
obaerver  wiU,  therefore,  be  leaa  ezpoaed  to  o»nfi>^ 
the  first  stage  of  hydrocephalus  with  the  simpi* -febrile 
liead-aymptoms,  than  the  first  stage  of  meningitis. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  been  aatisfied,  too,  that  simple 
febrile  headac;he  is  far  more  freqoent  than  meningitis  or 
bydfocepbalos.  .      '" 

All  these  different  diagnostic  points,  of  oonvse,  taken 
tingUUUim,  admit  of  ^ceptions,  and  cannot  be  trusted 
by  themsdTes;  considered,  however,  in  relation  with  each 
other«  and  many  special  circumstancea  of  the  case^  they 
are  of  jome  value.  I  nearly  forgot  to  rsoommend  great 
cm  and  application,  in  aocusMmifig  yeior  handa  to 
^listinguiah  the  proportion  between  the  heat  on  the  fore- 


head and  on  the  epigrstrium  ;  this,  I  find,  ia  important. '  '^Mtation,  vrith  a  degree  of  dryness  in  the  nioath,  do 


In  congestion  or  meningitis,  the  heat  of  the  epigastrium 
is  less.  In  medical  practice  there^  are  few  points  of 
greater  difficulty  than  that  in  queation.  Even  in  aduka 
wtf  labour  sometimes  nnder  the  ambiguity  between  the 
nervous  and  congestive  character  of  headache.  Nor  dbMt 
be  denied,  that  in  many  instances  congestion  may  join 
spasmodic  pains;  or,  that  headache,  which  at  first  was 
but  an  effiect  of  nervous  disorder,  proper  to  fever,  may 
become  congestive.  The  question  will  be, — sfaali  yon, 
in  a  given  ease  of  recently-developed  primary  fever, 
under  the  mentioned  appearance  of  the  head,  reaort  to 
energetic  leeching,  or  wait,  or  adopt  aome  milder 
means  ?  By  the  industrious  and  clever  application  of 
your  senses  and  mental  powers,  an  increasingiltmber 
of  patients  will  by  and  by  increase  your  discernment, 
which  I  only  wish  to  assist  by  giving  yon  some 
fu»litating  directions. 

There  are,  however,  those  intermediate  and  itadeoided 
cases,  in  which  we  csttnot  get  rid  of  the  ambigi^ty 
between  simple  headaclie,  and  congestion  or  meningitis. 
This  has  been  the  caae  frequently  with  me,  though  I 
have  seen  thousands  of  them ;  and  it  will  be  the  same 
with  you.  In  similar  emergenciea  I  can  butrsoommend 
yoo  the  following  conduct : — Consider  well  tbe'Oonafeif» . 
tution  of  the  chHd ;  is  it  strong  ?  then,  afberJ  you 
have  freely  moved'  the  boweb,  -and  energeticaUy  xmA 
cold  fomentations,  without  effect,  leech  it;  in  the 
contrary  case,  wait  a  little  longer  before  you  talc^  blood. 
And,  in  spite  of  the  apparent  vehemence  of  head« 
i^mptoms,  abstain  from  taking  blood,  if  you  have  before 
yon  one  of  those  scrofulous  habits,  with  thin  legs, 
and  a  large,  flat,  angular  skuU,  or  a  nehitic  or  a  very 
deUcate  decidedly  nervoos  child.  Theee  are  all  lez- 
ceedingly  liable  to  feliflle  dUorder  and  headachy  but 
not  to  inflammation,  and  are  injured  by  loss  of  blood. 

Cold  fmnentMtions  on  the  head,  abundant  cold  wUer 


within  the  firat  twenty-fimr  hours, 
improper  at  that  stage  for  tender  infenta;  they  might 
increase  the  fever,  by  irritating  their  tender  akin.  11^ 
then,  the  general  febrile  aymptoma  continue  longer  flian 
twenty.fonr  honra,  with  unabated  heat,  pulse^  sad 
thirst,  and  heaviness  of  the  head  persists,  or  incrosMBt 
together  with  languor  of  the  eyea,  and  heavy  moaniag, 
restlessness,  and  painful  crying,  or  occasional  outcries, 
where  no  remarkable  gastric  derangement  ia  diaooverdbia 
by  the  above-mentioned  signs,  and  after  the  bowelahavn 
been  moved,  then  the  indication  of  leeching  aeqniies 
more  weight  and  consideiation. 

Your  call  in  these  cases  ought  to  be  repeated  after  a 
few  hours,  and  again  the  examination  be  performed 
with  the  same  minute  care  aa  deacribed  in  my  laat 
lecture.  Do  not  forget  to  particularly  inveatigate  mouth 
and  throat,  outaide  and  inside ;  and  offisr  the  child  aoma 
water  and  sugar  to  drink,  carefoUy  observing  hia 
swallowing  movements ;  and  if  you  see  they  are  not 
free,  as  if  checked  under  expression  of  pain — ^in  one 
word,  if  yott  find  the  slightest  signs  of   pharyngeal 


not  hesitate  to  order  an  emetic.  This  is  one  of  the 
important  points  of  children's  practice.  In  hundreds 
of  simflar  instances  I  have  ordered  the  emetic  where  I 
should  not  have  felt  pressed  .to  order  it  to  grown  up 
people;  the  reason  is,  the  greater  frequency,  rapidity, 
and  danger  of  laryngeal  and  pharyngeal  inflammations 
of  children. 

Qutrie  duorder^  to  a  certain  extent,  ia  almoat  a 
conatant  effect  of  every  kind  of  fever.  I  understand 
here  that  degree  characterised  in  adulta  as  follows  :-* 
want  of  appetite,  dryness  and  bad  taste  in  the  mouth, 
some  fur  on  the  tongqe,  sensation  of  fulness  in  the 
epigastrium,  sometime!  eructations,  and  more  or  leas 
degree  of  headache.  T^  tame  degree  will  appear  in 
infents,  with  less  dryness  and  fur  of  the  tongue ;  and  of 
the  bad  taste  we  get  -no.  accounts  at  all ;  consequently 
the  whole  is  more  obscure  than  in  adults.  For  this 
reason  I  may  be  allowed  to  rely  more  upon  the  palpable 
ietue  ttaie  qf  ike  ejiiffoatrnim,  and  add  the  increased 
keai  qfthai  region,  ^i<:h  will  be  found  the  higher  in 
gastric  fevers,  on  the  contrary,  less  than  on  the  forehrad* 
in  cases  of  secondary  ouphalopathic  gastric  disorder. 

That  degree  of  gastric  disorder  (according  to  what  we 
obserre  in  adults)  frequently  vanishes  by  itself  aa  aoon 
as  the  paroxysm  ceases,  and  along  with  the  1 
sometimee,  however,  it  i^cppnected  with  a  more 
rial  condition  of  abnormait||Wcous  and  bilious  secretions^ 
and  affiBcts  more  atrikii^ly  th^  head. 

Gastric  disorder,  speaking  in  general,  is  in  primary 
fevers  of  children  of  not  so  important  and  urgent  «eighg 
as  the  sUto  of  the  head ;  but  frequently  headache  is 
dependent  on  the  /ormer.  In  other  cases,  again* 
gastric  disorder  arises  from  the  affected  brain.  It  law 
therefore,  of  the  highest  importance  to  dis^ngaiak 
idiopathic  gatiric  diidrder  (of  the  above,  deecriprtoo) 
from  the  sympathetic  and  the  cepbalopathic  one.'    Nov, 


and  tugar  to  drinks  and  perhaps  a  cooling  injection,  (of  in  the  great  majority,  the  latter  will  appear  with  a  flat* 
thin  barley  decoction,  with  sugar  and  oil,)  will  best  or  at  hsast  soft,  abdomen,  and  moderate  beat  on  ftW 
answer  the  indications  of  that  hot  stage,  with  headachct  ,  epigastiium.      Real  gastric  disorder,  on  the  contrary. 
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will  be  oonneoted  with  a  bkwted  or  tenie  epigaatriiim 
and  great  local  beat,  more  than  on  the  forehead.  Gastrie 
aymptoms  of  the  kind  do  not  reqnire  so  much  haste  as 
direct  head  sjmptons.  Bat  if,  after  about  twenty- 
four  hours,  particnlarly  if  during  a  remission  of  heat 
and  poise,  the  child  shows  no  desire  for  the  breast  or 
food,  and  theibowels  are  rather  confined,  then  I  recom* 
mend  a  mild  Kgtnd  pnigatiTe,  dioosiag  one  of  those 
mentioned  in  the  eighth  lecture. 

More  is  requisite  to  deteimine  the  indication  of  the 
emetic.  One  I  have  mentioned  before,  i.  e,,  signs  of 
angina,  as  urgent,  even  at  the  earliest  stage  of  ferer. 
With  the  exception  of  this  there  will  seldom  be  so  great 
an  urgency.  If,  howerer,  after  the  first  twenty-foar 
hours,  and  vnd^r  the  remiuion  Of  fever,  the  child 
manifests  'sTersion  to  food  or  the  breast,  with  little 
thirst  (for  breast  or  water) ;— if  the  mentioned  signs  of 
beadache  are, present  without  costiveness,  yet  a  tense 
.stale  or  JtUntaa  t^f  the  epiffoHrhiM,  with  a  higher  pro- 
jMrtion  of  heit  of  tkii  region,  dryness  in  the  mouth, 
sometimes  Tomitiog  of  badly  smelling  Riiaids,  or  a  little 
bile'; — ^if,  under  the  presence  of  thei^  symptoms,  the 
abdomen,  deteily  explored,  does  not  manifost  mgoB  of 
inflammation,  then  we  order  the  emetic  with  more  than 
common  confidence  in  its  useftdneas.  Beit,  however, 
a. purgative  or  an'emetic  that  we  give,  we  mUsi  carefuily 
watch  its  effSscts,  particularly  on  the  head  symptoms. 
Be  the  effects  positive  or<  negative,  good  or  bad,  they^  . 
will  give  us  probably  some  instructive  hint. 

The  emetic,  as  well  as  the  purgative,  in  order  to 
secure  good  effects,  must  be  properly  adapted  to  the 
age  and  constltation  of  the  child,  according  to  the 
principles  exposed  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  lectures.  In 
Jiigh  fever  both  must  be  given  in  Uqotd  form.  •  Fora- 
:tender  child,  a  simple  infusion  of  ipecacaanha,  about  a 
scruple  to  one  ounce  (in  preference  to  tartarised  anti- 
mony) ;  and  castor-oil,  if  purging  be  required ;  because 
an  improper  effect  of  the  kind  might  serioosly  disturb 
the  eowne  of  the  fever/*  protract  or  impede  the  critical 
molimiua,  or  a  cutaneous  eruption,  if  it  has  to  come; 
cause  an  asthenic  turn  of  the  fever,  or  even  sodden 
collapse.  Both  hypercmesis  as  well  as  overpurgiiy 
may  cause  these  bad  efibdif.  This  I  have  seen,  par- 
ticularly liom  email  and  frequently-repeated  doses  of 
tartarised  antimony,  which  sometimes,  instead  of 
caosing  the  intended  vomiting  effect,  after  a  while  of 
^parent  inefficacy,  prodnce  profose  purging  of  whitisli 
aerons  liquids,  under  which  the  temperature  6f  the 
akin  decreases,  and  t&e  frequency  of  the  poise  increases 
Mpidly  towards  l70,  ^00,  tad  more.  Turgor  vitatts 
lessens  visibly  on  fhoe  and  limbs,  the  eyes  sink  into 
their  hollows,  and  the  nose  and  fingers  get  cool.  The 
child  utters  now  and  then  feeble  moaning  sounds.  The 
csountenance  oflers,  more  or  less,  the  print  of  the/aeiet' 
Hippocraiioa,  or  of  what  the  eminent  Marshall  Hall 
ap  truely  depicted  under  the  name  of  hydrooephalOid 
disease. 

Solutions  of  neutral  salts  have  sometimes  the  same 
disagreeable  effect  upon  young  infsnts  in  fever.  Whilst 
lieat  is  at  its  height,  theee  remedies  frequently  act  very 
t^lW  yon  gixe  dose  aft«  dcM  without  a^jparent 


aetion,  and  then,  at  once,  under  a  period  of  remissioii« 
the  excessive  effect  appears.  It  was  a  HippoeraHe  ruh 
not  to  give  evaenants  during  the  height  of  tha 
parosysm* 

You  must  bring  eariy  help  in  biases  of  oolliq[>se.  If 
tha  pufging  action  has  nearly  ceased,  and  debility  is  not 
on  the  highest  scale,  you  may  content  yourself  with  a 
teaspoonfnl  or  two,  every  half  hour,  of  a  hot  infusion 
of  camomile  (prepared  always  fresh,  and,  if  possible* 
of  that  quality  of  flowers  recommended  in  the  ninth 
Isoturs);  and  let  the  abdomen  and  members  be  rubbed 
with  hot  camphorated  brandy.  If  pnqpng  still  persists, 
give  once  or  twice  (at  about  two  hourB*  interval),  besides 
brandy,  one  to  three  drops  of  Sp.  Ammon.  Arom.,  and 
from  one-eighth  of  a  drop  to  one  drop  of  Tinct.  Opii. 

In  the  case  of  hypermmesi^  and  when  sickness  con- 
tinues, order,  instead  of  the  hot  infusion,  small  doses 
of  a  simple  eflervescent  mixture,  with  some  stimulant 
drops  of  the  lightest  kind,  /.  e.,  liquor  Hoffmanni,  and 
use  tha  aiantioned  frictions.  Thus  we  endeavour  to 
restore  the  hfst  a|^,  and  set  the  fever  right  and  apt 
for  a  good  crisis. 

.  In  ratio  of  the  debility  and  tender  age  you  must  be 
tha  more  careful  with  the  doses  of  opium.  In  similar 
cases  I  havaaeen  most  injurious  narcosis  ensue  after 
one  dosa  of  about  half  a  drop,  in  children  under  one 
year. 

: '  Thuafar  my  remarks,  as  you  are  aware,  concern  the 
management  of  simpU  primary  Jtntr  taithm  the  first 
thirty-six  hours  from  its  beginning.  You  might  make 
in  that  time  repeated,  calls  s  but  be  not  too  eager  with 
physic.  The  higher  the  heat  of  the  skin,  with  a  pro-, 
portionally  moderate  pulse  (130  to  150),  and  moderate 
head  and  gastric  symptoms,  the  less  reason  for  any' 
medicine.  Hundreds  of  these  cases  have  recovered 
under  my  care  without  a  single  ^rug ;  and  hundreds  of 
theas  I  have  noticed  who  got  worse  by  medicines,  under 
the  innocent  predicate  of  cooling,  tempering,  solvent, 
saline,  mixtures,  ,or  emulsion  with  nitrate  of  potass. 
I  can  but  refer  here  to  what  I  have  said  in  the  eighth 
leeture  on  the  use  of  antiphlogistic  and  cooling  remedies 
in  the  tender  age.  The  cooling  effect  of  those  remediea 
is  obscure,  but  their  deranging  of  the  delicate,  stomach 
.very  probable.  Besides  the  mentioned  management  of 
the  head  and  boweb,  if  necessary,  reduction  in  the 
quantity  of  milk,  and  frequent  supply  of  small  quanti- 
tms>f  water  with  sngar,  every  half  hour  or  hour;  this 
■IS  the  best  plan  for  nurslings* ,  Above  the  first  year,  if 
you  think  you  must  prescribe,  besides  that,  I  recommend 
half  a  drachm  of  citrate  of  potash,  or  half  a  scruple 
of  tartaric  acid  to  two  ounces  of  watei;,  with  two  drachma 
of  syrup  of  lemon ;  also  light  lemonade  to  drink. 

If  then,  by  prudent  management,  and  under  that 
kind  of  harmonbus  proportion  between  the  principal 
symptoms  (alluded  to  in  my  last  lecture;,  you  come  to 
the  second  day,  perhaps  before  that  day  is  past,  perspira- 
•fien  or  sweat  will  hawe  ^t  an  .end  to  all  febrile  symp- 
toms. 

This  is  epkem€ra9,4'  «•!  a  sudden  attack  of  primary 
fever,  with  or  without  precedent  perceptible  rigor, 
t^tpam^ft  VifWH  «rtW»|  »wen||-foW!  houia  by  sweat. 
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Tida  form  I  dare  say  occurs  itiore  frequently  in  ebild- 
hood  tban  in  mature  age ;  but  the  younger  the  child 
the  less  there  is  both  of  cold  and  profuse  sweat;  slight 
perspiration,  on  the  contrary,  does  easily  come.  A 
fever  like  that  may,  however,  with  little  or  no  remis- 
i£on,  and  no  perspiration  at  all,  continue  or  increase' 
Ihrther  than  the  setfOnd  day.  You  will  then  observe 
the  above-mentioned  principal  objective  symptoms  in 
their  utmost  intensity ;  aridity  for  the  breast ;  frequent 
but  short  suclcing;  the  mouth  and  tongue  dry,  though 
Ibss  so  than  in  elder  children;  the  skin  considers^ 
hot,  but  turgid,  and  not  so  dry  as  in  adults ;  flushed 
and  turgid  countenance,  mdre  than  in  adults,  but  the 

'  eyes  more  languid,  occasionslly  shut  or  half  shut ;  a 
rcfttless  sleep,  with  occasional  stardngs  and  twitchings, 
■ometimes  with  tremor,  on  the  limbs  and  muscles  of 
the  face ;  the  mentioned  objective  symptoms  of  head- 
ache more  expressive,  united  with  continuous  restlessness 
and  moaning;  the  bowels  confined ;  urine  scanty,  at 
long  intervals,  and  its  stain'  more  colouried  than  before ; 
the  pulse  hard,  above  160 — 170.  To  a  similar  group 
of  symptoms  in  adults  and  elder  children  there  is 
frequently  added  a  degree  of  unmeaning  loquacity,  or 
•tight  delirium,  which  in  the  tender  age  is  impossible, 
though  there  is  to  be  observed  something  equivalent  in 
tSie  movements  of  the  mouth,  eyes,  head',  and  limbs, 
and  emitted  sounds,  difficult  to  describe.  These  symp- 
tomi,  in  absence  of  real  Infiammatidn  of  an  important' 
Organ,  express^ 

The  hypenth^nic  eharaeier  or  ttage  of  fever.—Jf 
tfib  whole  of  these  sysspto^s  be '  equivalent  to  what 
iatiion  call  synocha,  in  adults,  trhich  generally  runs  a 
intk  and  longer,  before  it  passes  into  synochus,  then 
I  can  pronounce,  that  syiiocha  runs  in  tender  inftuicy 
^nder  two  years)  but  a  short  course  towards  synochus; 
because,  under  the  seoond  year  the  mentioned  high' 
•tage  soon  exhausts  the  vital  powers  of  them.    As 

^  children  grow  older  they* are  able  to  keep  up  longer  and 
naist  better  that  stage  of  reaction,  or  in  other  Words, 
otmrses  and  stages  of  tttert  last  longer  and  are  less 
dangerous  in  proportion  to  the  older  age. 

I  remember  some  cases  of  sudden  death  by  convul- 
dons,  some  otiiers  without  being  noticed  how,  at  the 
bei^t  of  the  hypersthenic  stage.  These  were  all  very 
young  infants  and  children.  The  hypersthenic  stage, 
0  described,  if  present  on  the  third  day  of  fbver,  admits 
in  elder  children,  the  possibility  of  either  ending  favotii^. 
My  by  a  good  eMt,  '0r  of  passing  Itato  cerebral  or 
exanthematie  typhus,  intb  angina  maligna;  and  of  the 
ontptions  that  of  stiartatina  may  yet  appear,  even  of  a 
disiigerous  fbrm ;  but  the  first  case  scarcely  will  happen 
before  the  aikth,  and  the  two  latt^  diseases  seldom 
belbre  the  third  year.  In  younger  children  a  not 
unf^ueiit  transition  is  that  into  the  esthade  stage,  to 
be  mentioned  fbrther. 

Ab  to  eompHcations  arising  dtoing  the  hypersthentc 
afeive  tere  are  many  of  HttleHegree  and  importance, ' 
BOt  always  even  discoverable  in  that  height  of  the 
gariteal  symptoms  during  life;  and  only  few  impo.  taut 
ones.  Of  the  hitter  kind,  are  congestion  of  the  brain, 
of  the  lungs,  and  of  tho-Bfer,  angina,  and  diarrhoea. 


The  cDngestion  qf  the  brain  (which  is  not  to  be  oon- 
founded  with  meningitis)  it  must  be  confessed,  is  ex* 
ceedingly  difficult  to  be  diagnosticated  amidst  the  symp- 
toms of  the  hypersthenic  stage.  You  will  recollect 
what  I  have  said  about  headache ;  I  can  only  afld,  tliat 
if  you  have  before  you  a  child  under  the  described 
symptoms  of  the  hypersthenic  stage, — the  skin  hot, 
but  the  forehead  more  hot  than  the  epigastrium ;  the 
hands  and  feet  still  less  hot;  under  a  continuous  heavy 
drowsiness  with  moaning,  but  without  crying  out  loud, 
'  wjth  his  eyes  continuously  shut,  if  taken  up  in  the  arms,' 
his  being  unable  to  open  them,  his  head  heavily  dropping 
downwards  if  not  supported,  the  hce  rather  flushed 
and  turgid,  the  pulse  (in  this  relation  of  symptoms)  not 
tJbove  160,  and  the  constitution  of  the  child  not  opposing 
congestion,  then  you  may  regard  the  case'  to  be  that, 
and  act  accordingly  against  it. 

Congestion  qf  the  lung$  in  hypersthenic  fever,  accord- 
ing to  what  I  have  seen  in  some  fatal  esses  of  the  kind^ 
has  been  general  over  both  lungs.  There  is  no  signifi- 
cative cough  or  sign  of  pain ;  you  can  merely  rdy  upon 
auscultation  and  percussion,  by  which  you  will  find  in. 
these  cases,  a  diminution  of  the  vesdcalar  btuxt,  along 
with  a  slight  degree  of  dulness  over  the  lateral  and 
lower  parts  Of  the  chest. 

Congestion  m  the  livor  you  may  detect  by  toudi  and 
percussion. 

Pharyngeal  irritation  in  tJie  form  of  **pharyngUe 
erythemateuH,*'' m\^  swelling  of  the  tonsils,  is  the  most 
common  and  important  complication  of  that  stage  of 
fever  in  children.  It  is  rare  under  Six  monAs,  but 
fatherifirequent  above  two  yean  of  age.  Tdu  vsot^ 
nize  it  if  inspection  be  impracticable,  by  carefhl  touch 
externally,  and  by  observing  the  movements  of  degtuti— 
tion  at  the  breast,  or  of  some  water  offered  to  the  child. 

Diarrhoea  seldom  combines  with  the  hyperstheDJe- 
'  Stage,  and  if  so,  then  it  wHl  but  hasten  the  passage  into 
the  asthenic.  Sometimes,  at  the  height,  some  HSma 
dischargee  take  place,  with  beneficial  effect,  and  must 
not  be  checked. 

Angina,  if  a  great  degree  of  swelliiig  be  presODt,  will 
scarcely  ever  fail  to  be  connected  with  the  above  symp- 
toms of  congl»stion  of  the  brjin. 

Ibe  hypersthenic  stage,  as.  described,  be  it  with  or 
without  complication,  will  last  to  the  third,  fourth,  and 
seldom  to  the  fifth  day,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  fever,  the  shorter  in  proportion  to  the  vehemence 
of  symptoms,  and  the  more  fender  age.  tn  in&nts  iSbB 
asthenic  stage  will  soon  follow,'  unless  a  aalntary  erfsb^ 
bad  appeared  within  about  forty-eight  hours  of  ts 
duration.  * 

T%e  aethenie  stage  in  most  cases,  wAl  be  annonnoed  hf 
increase  of  dryness  along  with  permanent,  sometines,. 
however,  with  decreasing  temperature  of  the  sMn,  Ikk 
gether  with  simultaneous  iActHaao  of  the  pulae  to  170, 
ISO  or  moro,  oollapsus  and  anxious  expression  of  the 
'<^ntenance ;  if  it  be-  protracted  a  day  or  two  tiiaBl^ 
become  quite  dry,  witJ^  dry  fissures  here  and  there;  ^  , 
tongue  irr  young  children  may  maintain  a  degree  of 
rooisturo,  except  in  die  cases  of  gastric  eompBoation. 
There  is  great  restlessness  vflfh  occadond  nuafaSag.. 
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'Inamwe  of  the  heat  at  this  stage  is  not  Tery  oommoQ 
mth  young  infants;  it  persists  about  the  same  degree, 
'in  even  decreases. 

Whenever  continned  fever  takes  this  conrsei  the 
-danger  is  great,  and  if  again,  in  the  space  of  twenty- 
lour  hours,  these  symptoms  do  not  change  for  the 
better,  you  may  in  most  cases  expect  a  fiital  end,  under 
- «  more  or  less  rapidezhaustion  of  vital  action,  occasionally 
in  a  fit  of  eclampsy.  In  other  oases  the  asthenic 
.stage  takes  a  slower  and  longer  course,  sometimes 
passing  into  a  chronic  and  weary  remittent  form,  ending 
'in  gradual  recovery  or  death. 

In  bodies  of  young  children,  dead  within  that 
^stage  and  time,  we  are  far  more  frequently  than  in 
adults  at  a  loss  to  find  remarkable  anatomical  changes, 
unless  you  would  qualify  as  sach  the  variable  congestions, 
«of  an  active  or  passive  character,  in  one  part  or  other, 
-or  partial  injections  of  the  mucous  membrane,  or  eflu- 
noBS  in  one  or  the  other  of  the  cavilies,  or  many 
lunds  of  complicated  affections.  All  this  I  saw,  but 
variable  and  inessential.  The  blood  seems  not  to 
iveach  in  children,  in  acute  fevers,  to  that  degree  of 
diemical  alteration,  that  it  does  in  adults,  and  the 
-whole  course  of  the  fever  is  too  short  to  c^ect  such 
marked  anatomical  changes.  The  mentioned  slower 
asthenic  forms  affect  more  considerably  the  tissues ; 
.but  this  is  not  to  our  present  purpose..  Next  I  will, 
speak  of  the  treatment. 


A  FATAL  CASE  OF   HYDEOPHOBIA 

TREATED     WITH    CHLOROFOBlf. 

By  THOMAS  SANDWITH,   M.D.,  Bevsblbt. 

Whvthsr  chloroform  will  prove  to  be  an  antidote 
for  hydrophobia  remains  to  be  seen,  and  is  an  event 
rather  to  be  desired  than  expected ;  but  that  it  will 
procure  an  euthanasia  is  certain.  In  order  to  prevent 
speedy  death  from  the  exhausting  effects  of  the  spasms 
tof  the  throat,  and  allow  time  for  the  elimination  of 
the  morbid  poison  in  hydrophobia,  it  has  been  proposed 
'to  open  the  trachea.  It  would,  however,  appear  from 
the  following  case  that  all  the  advantages  that  could  be 
•derived  from  tracheotomy  may  be  obtained  from  chloro- 
form, and  these  in  a  manner  far  mo^e  agreeable  to  the 
2»tient,  as  well  as  the  medical  attendant. 

William  Warden,  aged  42  years,  was  attacked  by  a 
Btraage  dog,  and  one  of  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand  was 
wounded,  about  six  months  prior  to  the  outbreak  of 
the  symptoms  of  hydrophobia.  The  dog  was  imme- 
diately destroyed,  and  the.  wound  healed  so  quickly 
that  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days  he  was  able  tp 
Teauroe  his.  occupation  as  a  labourer  in  a  tan«yard.  On 
the  4tb  of  October  he  applied  to  o^e  of  the  medical 
xifficers  of  the  dispensary,  on  account  of  a  pain  in  the 
left  side,  which  was  supposed  to  be  rbeumatic,  and  was 
treated  accordingly.  In  the  evening  of  that  day  symp- 
toms of  hydrophobia  made  their  appearance,  and  the 


following  morning  he  was  visited  by  another  medical 
man,  who  bled  him  from  the  arm  to  a  moderate  extent. 
The  paroxysms  increasing  in  firequency  and  violence 
during  the  day,  in  his  struggles  the  bandage  becamo 
loose,  and  he  lost  a  very  large  quantity  of  blood.  By 
this  untoward  event,  and  the  exhaustion  produced  by 
his  struggles  to  recover  his  breath,  when  nearly 
strangled  by  the  spasmodic  contractions  of  the  muscles, 
of  the  larynx,  his  strength  was  greatly  reduced.  His 
struggles  during  a  paroxysm  were  said  to  be  terrific^, 
and  it  required  the  strength  of  four  men  to  keep  him 
down  in  bed. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Brandon,,  jun.,  I  saw. 
this  patient  at  eight  o'clock,  p.m.,  and  remained  at  his 
bedside  some  hours.  He  was  raving  like  a  maniacy 
and  was  in  a  state  of  extreme  debility.  The  face  was 
pale,  and  the  skin  covered  with  a  cold  clammy  perspirs*. 
tion;  the  pupils  of  the  eyes  completely  dilated;  ths 
cjbrners  of  the  mouth  retracted;  \be  breathing  hurried; 
the  pulse  120  in  a  minute,  thready  and  vermicular  | 
and  the  ptiroi^sms  produced  by  the  spasms  of  the 
throat,  terrible  to  behold.  The  head  was  on  these 
occasions  drawn  backward,'  and  he  made  the  most 
vehement  efforts  to  get  out  of  bed,  foam  issuing  from 
his  mouth  profusely. 

Some  chloroform  had  been  administered  during  Uie 
af^moon.  I  recommended  it  to  be  repeated,  and  had 
the  satisfaction  of  witnessing  its  effects,  which  were 
almost  magical.  He  was  no  sooner  under  the  influence 
of  this  potent  spell  than  his  respira^on  became  perfectly 
tranquil ;  some  colour  returned  to  his  cheeks ;  the  pupils 
contracted ;  the  pulse  became  calm,  and,  considering 
his  weak  state,  well  developed,  the  number  of  pulsa- 
tions in  a  minute  not  exceeding  84 ;  and  he  lay  in  a 
state  of  happy  delirium.  A  more  pleasing  transition 
j^ro  extreme  agony  to  tranquil  ease  I  never  wiinKssed 
before.  The  effect  of  the  remedy  was  maintained 
during  the  night  by  the  occasional  use  of  small  doses  | 
but  he  died  the  following  morning,  without  pain  or 
agony. 

It  must  be  adn|itted  that  this  was  not  a  favonrahls. 
case  to  test  the  power  of  chloroform  as  an  antidote. 
The  unhappy  patient  had  lost  so  much  blood  as  almost 
to  induce  me  to  believe  that  his  death  must  be  set  to 
y;ie  account  of  phlebotomy,  rather  than  to  hydrophobia* 
But  on  the  supposition  that  we  are  not  yet  in  possession 
of 'a  specific  for  this  frightful  ,^aU(|y«  which  is.  too 
probable,  it  must  be  a  gratification  to  every  humane 
mind  to  know  that  it  is  in  our  power  to  alleviate  the 
dreadful  sufierings  peeuliar  to  hydrophobia,  and  render 
the  last  hours  of  an  unhappy  patient  tmnquil,  and  free 
from  pain. 

In  the  rase  of  hydrophobia  related  by  Mrv  Hunter, 
he  says :— **  The  pulse  in  the  beginning  was  not  quiek^ 
nor  FW  the  skin  hot;  and  there  was  none  of  the- 
dilBcniar  debility  so  remarkable  in  fever;"*  and  Dr.- 
Cuirie,  of  Liverpool,  who  saw  five  cases,  says :— •'  la 
none  was  there  any  sense  of  animal  heat."t  <It  is  dear^ 
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therefore,  that  the  disease  is  not  inflammatory,  and 
blood-letting  is  contraindicated.  There  appears,  indeed, 
to  be  an  affinity  between  this  disease  and  its  con- 
generSj-T-hysteria,  mania,  and  tetanus,  in  none  of 
which  is  there  an  increase  of  animal  heat.  Galen  dSti 
mania  the  "delirium  sine  febre;"  and  according  to 
Dr.  Beddoes  "  it  is  certain  that  tetanus  exists  without 
increased  heatj"*  which  conclusion  is  supported  by 
the  experiments  of  Dr.  Currie,  whose  remarks  on  the 
impropriety  of  blood-letting  in  tetanus  are  equalf/ 
applicable  in  hydrophobia. 

'*  It  is  deeply  to  be  lamented/'  says  this  able 
pathologist,  '*that  this  disease  shoxild  erer  have  been 
considered  as  of  an  inflammatory  nature,  and  that 
there  are  even  now  physicians  who  treat  it  by  venesec- 
tion. It  is  in  my  mind  decisive  against  this  supposi- 
tion that  though  the  general  system  is  so  powerfully 
•fleeted,  the  animal  j^ceX  is  not  increased,  which  it 
uniformly  is  in  all  cases  where  there  is  an  inflammatory 
affection  of  the  system,  whether  originating  or  termi- 
nating in  local  phlegmonic  inflammation."f 
•  Opium  has  always  failed  to  give  relief  in  hydrophobia ; 
and  I  cannot  think  favourably  of  large  doses  of  arseoic, 
as  recommended  by  Dr.  Billing.  We  may,  however, 
liope  that  as  we  hav^  obtained  a  remedy  for  the  painful 
symptoms  of  this  dbtressing  malady,  an  anHdoie  wiU^ 
yet  be  discovered.  An  eternal  debt  of  gratitude  is  jfue 
to  Dr.  Simpson  for  his  discovery  of  the  anaesthetic 
properties  of  chloroform,  which,  if  administered,  with 
the  cautions  and  rcstvi^ns  laid  down  by  Mr.  Nunneley, 
of  Leeds,^  can  seldom  be  dangerous. 

Beverley^  June  29,  1852. 
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BMd  ai  the  AmiifeiMiy  MoetiDff  ofthe  8o«t]i.B«tem  Bnmeh, 

On  thb  Epfbcts  op  Iodinb  on  thb  GlandulaA 
Systbm.  '  * 

In  oar  jovnud  tha  qotttioik  baa  baeaaakedp-r-Wliether 
atrophy  or  absorptum  trar  takes  place  in  the  glandular 
syatem  from  the  use  of  iadina?  In  -answer  to  this 
qpestion,  I  would  b^  the  &vo«r  of  the  present  membera 
of  the  Society  to  allow  me  to  make  a  few  remarks,  the 
PBsolt  of  many  years'  attention  to  thb  point.  From 
1834  to  1844  a  great  many  patients^suffering  under 
aeoondary  or  tertiary  ayphiUs,  were  admitted  n^^  St. 
Thomaa's  Hoapital,  more  especially  under  the  care.  «f 
the  late  Dr.  WUiiama,  who  had  gidned  a  high  reputa- 
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tion  in  the  treatment  of  these  morbid  symptoms.  Most 
of  these  patients  came  under  my  notice  and  particalar 
observation,  and  many  of  the  remarkable  caaes  were 
entered  in  my  note-book,  but  not  one  instance  of  atrophy. 
Or  absorption  of  the  large  glands,  ocenrred  in  our 
experience.  It  was  thought  advisable,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  Lugol,  to  test  the  efficacy  of  the  kidide 
of  potassium  in  scrofulous  enlargement  of  the  glands, 
and  in  order  to  give  M.  Lugol's  method  of  treat- 
ment fair  play,  a  most  characteristic  spedmen  of  these 
aflbctions  was  selected.  A  young  woman,  fat,  florid, 
and  fair,  aged  18.  was  adnutted  with  suppurating  glandg 
at  the  angle  of  the  jaw,  and  others  approaching  suppu- 
t^tion  or  hard  and  inflamed,  extending  to  the  diin, 
were  conspicuously  prominent.  Eight  grains  of  ther 
iodide  of  potassium,  in  camphor  mixture,  were  pre- 
scribed, and  steadily  administered,  for  nearly  six  months, 
without  the  slightest  perceptible  effect  apon  the  scrofu- 
lous mass  of  ghmds,  and  she  was  presented  in  much  Che 
same  totate  bM  at  her  admission.  Now,  it  happened  that 
in  this  girl  tbS'breasts  were  largely  developed,  but  no 
change  was  produced  in  their  sise  by  the  treatment 
adopted  for  the  scrofulous  ailment,  notwithstanding  the 
full  doK,  and  prolonged  administration  of  the  iodidis. 
'  The^were  at  this,  period,  before  the  treatment  hadT 
become  generally  known,  innumerable  cases  of  syphi- 
litic periostitis  in  which  the  iodide  of  potassium  was  very 
suooeasful,  and  yet  we  never  witnessed  atrophy  or 
absorption  of  either  the  breast  or  testicle  during  the 
use  of  this  remedy.  A  ease  of  simple  hypertrophy  of 
th0  breasts  was  then  miMte  the  Aibject  of  expttioMnt  & 
eight  grains  of  the  dmg  were  taken,  steadily  and  ooo- 
tinudusly,  fDr  three  months,  but  no  diminutioD  of  the 
knammtt  took  place.' 

A  boy,  aged  12,  preaetitad  himself  with  Imnunady 
enhu*ged  tonsils,  and  took  the  iodide  neariy  aix  months, 
without  any  impression  having  been  made  upon  these 
organs.  It  would  weary  yela  to  brmg  forward  farther 
illustration  on  this  subject,*  and  this  negative  Idnd  of 
ailment  is,  I  am  awar^,  not  perfectly  satisfiKstory,  and 
may  be  destroyed  by  a  single  example  of  the  podlire 
t^ow^r  of  the  remedy  M'^eaosing  absorption  of  either 
the  breast  or  testicle;  but  ten  yean'  observation  ia  a 
large  hospital  failed  to  fftreish  me  with  a  single  proof  m 
fkvour  of  the  opinion,  that  atrophy  or  absorption  of  the 
gfauidtthu'  system,  in  iU  netaial  oonditbn,  arises  froar 
the  use  of  iodine  4h  any  fi^nn.  Bxperieaoe  as  to  the 
topical  appHcatiOn  of  this  ^#erihl  i^eiit,  inTolvea  s» 
inquiry  into  the  eflRscts  of  IHetioii,  stimiilatioo,  pro- 
tection, and  warmth,  and  ttxdudes  all  luflBrence  as  to  its 
specific  property.  It  mutt  be  ooofhased,  that  enbiged 
testicles  not  unfrequently  yield  to  itr  iafliMMO,  b«t  it 
will  be  found  on  inquiry  that  hi  these  caaes  tiw  system 
has  been  contaminated  by  the  syphilitie  poisos.  The 
same  remark  is  applicable  to  chronic  induration  of  the 
inguinal  gUnds.  It  b  a'very  resuvkable  fcct,  tfast  the 
swelltng  of  the  thyfoid  body,  m  oommon  bron^Qo^ 
vanishes  under  the  internal  use  of  iodme,  espeefadly  lbs 
iodide  of  potasshtm.  The  rapidity  and  oertamfy  of  Iti 
removal  are  equdled  only  by  that  of  the  venereal  node; 
and  I  have  iomethnes  thought  that  there  may  be  a  i^saX 
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alectiTe  attraction  between  the  iodine  and  tbe  lime» 
which  latter  forms  the  basis  of  tbe  nodal  tumour,  ai^  is, 
probably,  the  chief  element  in  the  thyroid  enlargement. 

It  still  remains  to  be  explained,  how  it  happens  that 
tumours,  enlargement  and  thickenings  of  a  nature  other 
ihan  have  been  noticed,  disappear  under  the  use,  topical 
4>r  internal,  of  the  remedy  in  questions  the  explanation 
Is  nndonbtedly  difficult;  but  I  may  be  allowed  to 
remark,  that  there  is  an  absence  of  permanency  in  the 
glands  generally,  the  thyroid  disappears  spontaneously, 
the  tonsils  naturally  at  puberty,  the  breasts  in  adranced 
age,  and  sometimes  the  testicles  and  ovaries ;  and  there 
sre  few  practitioners  who  hare  not  met  with  cases  of  i 
absorption  of  the  breasts  and  testicles  from  some 
unknown  cause,  and  in  morbid  instances  when  no 
medicine  has  been  taken.  I  have  over  and  over  again 
known  and  seen  large  swdlipgs  vanish  under  the  long- 
vontinned  apj^ication  of  a  poultice,  or  wet  lint  and  oil 
■ilk ;  and  an  equal  number  of  iailttres,  where  iodine, 
•  internally  and  externally,  was  had  rectwvrse  to,  have 
4>ccurred  to  me.  ,   . 

I  recommend  this  subject  to  my  medical  brethren, 
and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  they  will  ^nfer  a 
great. boon  upon  scientific  medicine  by  determining,  with 
.certainty,  the  value  and  effect  of  iodine  in  the  cure  ^f 


On  THB  Peopbrties  or  Kousso. 

If  ucB  difference  of  opimon  still  exists  with  regard 
Jbo  the  specific  property  of  kousso  or  the  Brayera 
Anthelmintica.  It  lias  been  lauded  by  some  as  un)-< 
▼ersally  efficacious  in  tbe  treatment  of  tapcrworm, 
whilst  by  others  it  is  descrnied  as  inferior  to  either 
.turpentine  or  the  prepan^ons  of  male  ferp.  My 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  this  subject,  more  particu- 
larly of  late,  from  learning  that  the  price  of  the  drug 
iias  undergone  considerable  dimuiution,  and  that  we 
are  likely  to  have  a  regular,  abundant,  and  cheap  sup- 
ply from  Abyssinia.  My  fin^  patient  gave  one  guinea 
for  two  doses  of  half  an  oufioe  each^  The  traveller, 
^ons.  Rochet  d'  Hericourt,  charged  M.  Simon,  his 
agent  in  London,  £l.  15s.  p^  ounce.  He  had  in  his 
jpossession  1400  lbs.,  which,  at  even  £l.  10s.  pev 
ounce  would  have  yrodn^ed  him  the  enormous  suia  of 
22,400  guineas. .  The  .j^fdinary  price  pf  the  bruised 
flowers  and  leaflets,  ol)«fh«ph,l.  have  br^og^t  a  specimen 
for  your  in^pectioii,  ii  two  shillings  the  ounce.  It  is 
pendent  to  order  the^rug  in  4his  fomb  rather  than  as 
a. powder^ adulteration  in  the  former  case  being,  more 
itifficuk«f  aooomplishment.  . 

I  hm&  not  hesitated  to  prescribe  the  kousso,  at  i(;s 
present  reduced  cost,  evtn  to  my  dispensary  patients, 
and  the  cases  about  to  be  related^  encourage  m^  to 
hopa  that  much  benefit  will  be  conferred  upon  the  ppop  > 
hj  it»  employment,  (for.  it  is  thcgRv  chiefly,  who  suffer 
*  fieom  the  .disorder,)  and  that  ultimately  it  will  be  a  re- 
1%  «ognised  article  of  the  materia  medica.  I  now  beg  to 
jnad  a  case  or  two  by  way  of  illustration. 

Caa€  1.— A  girl,  aged  15,  came  under  my  care  at 


the  CUpham  General  Dispensary,  for  worms;  ahe  had 
been^suffering  from  this  cause  nearly  six  years,  and  had^ 
undergone  a  variety  of  treatment,  which  had  been 
partially  efficacious  in  having  brought  away  long  por* 
tions  of  tsenia;  but  the  head  could  never  be  discovered 
in  the  evacuations.  It  often  happened  that  after  taking 
a  strong  purgative,  she  passed  fifteen  or  twenty-feet  of  • 
her  internal  enemy,  and  yet  long  pieces  were  evacuated 
^l^ry  week  or  ten  days.  Her  night  dress  frequently- 
contained  some  of  the  articulations,  and  she  was  occa- 
sionally obli^  to  leave  school  for  the  purpose  of 
having  extruding  portions  removed. 

Having  taken  large  doses  of  the  spirit  of  turpentine 
in  gruel  many  times,  and  five  grains  of  the  sulphate  of 
iron,  with  a  drachm  of  salts,  three  times  a  day  for 
several  months,  without  avail,  she  discontinued  her 
visits  to  the  dispensary  and  placed  herself  under  the  care 
of  my  friend  Mr.  Angers,  as  a  private  patient.  It  was  then 
determined  to  administer  the  kousso,  and  a  dose  was 
procured  at  considerable  expense — namely,  one  guinea. 
It  proved  entirely  efficacious;  an  immense  mass  of 
the  worm  came  away,  in  which,  after  a  most  careful 
and  minute  examination,  the  head  was  discovered. 
This  part  might  easily  escape  observation,  owing  to  its 
minuteness ;  it  appears  aingnlarly  disproportionate  to  i 

the  size  and  length  of  the  animal,  not  being  much 
krger  than  a  pin's  head.  It  U  characterised  by  four 
black  points  like  eyes,  but  which  are  really  sucken,  by 
the  aid  of  which  this  parasite  worm  absorbs  the  ohyle 
contained  in  the  intestinal  cana^J  I  preserved  this 
part  of  the  animal  for  many  months  in  spirit  of  wine^ 
but  unfortunately  my  servant  by  mistake  threw  it  away, 
to  my  very  great  annoyance.  The  firet  dose  given  to  thii 
patient  answered  tbe  purpose,  but  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  repeat  it,  and  accordingly  another  half 
ounce  of  the  powder  was  intbsed  in  hot  water,  and 
taken  the  day  after  a  gentle  purge  of  castor  oil.  The 
whole  of  the  worm  seemed  to  have  been  removed,  for 
the  kousso,  acted  gently  as  before  upon  the  bowels^ 
but  no  articulations  were  (bund;  the  patient  remained 
free  from  further  inconvenience.  This  patient  had  been 
under  the  most  eminent  wOrm  docton  in  the  metro- 
polis, without  benefit. 

Case  2.— Miss  T.,  aged  12,  had  suffered  for  three  years 
firom  tsenia,  and  taken  turpentine,  senna,  calomel,  and  the 
usual  drastic  doses.  The  first.4osa  of  .the  kousso  fully 
answered  the  purpose,  for  altfaouglt  the  actual  termi- 
nafibnof  the  worm  was  not  obtained,  the  mass  was 
traced  to  a  fine  pomt,  slightly,  jigged,  and  the  patient 
has  been  free  from  the  symptomji  of  the  disorder 
a  very  long  time.  A  second  dose  was  given  in  this  case 
also;  it  acted  gently,  as  the  fint  had  done,  but  the 
motion  contained  nothing  remarkable.  The  price  had 
now  been  reduced  to  fqar  shillings.  * 

It  would  be  easy  to  multiply  evidence  on  this  sub- 
ject from  the  experience  of  my  professional  friends,  but  ^ 
the  two  cases  now  bnmght  forward  are  sufficient  to 
prove  that  the  Brayere  Anthelmintica.  deserves  a  place  in 
our  materia  medica,  and  a  constant  moderate  price  is 
the  only  drcumstance  wanting  to  bring  it  into  general 
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«M.  ^t  win  be  obsCTfed  tibatits  sucoess  did  not  depend 
%i^a  tbe  aetiTity  of  its  porgative  quality.  The  action 
wn  gentle  and  fiur  leM  aereie  than  that  of  the  ineffica- 
dovi  draatie  remediei  which  had  preceded  it;  we 
amat  dierefbre  condode  that  itf  operation  is  specific, 
and  like  all  specifics,  it  win  occastonslly  &il.  Tliere 
are  many  varieties  of  the  tenia,  and  it  is  not  improbable 
"diat  to  some  of  these  it  does  not  profe  poisonous  if  its , 
fdlnvs  does  not  arise  from  adnlteration.  It  seems  t6 
'be  a  harmless  thing,  of  no  striking  property  in  the 
Immaa  body  when  the  worm  is  absent.  I  have  given 
two  drachms  infosed  in  hot  water,  to  persons  complain-  ^ 
*  fag  of  abdominal  pains,  who  fl^rmeriy  snlTered  from 

tenia,  and  it  has  moved  the  bowds  slightly  and  relieved 
the  pains  jost  as  an  ordinary  dose  of  riinbarb  would  do, 
and  with  no  other  perceptible  effect.  It  is  now  piretty 
'generaUy  known  that  tbe  Brayera  Anthelmintica  was 
^covered  by  the  traveller  Bmce,  it  is  classed  amongst 
ifae  Boradese  ;  and  by  De  Candolle,  in  tribe  v.,  Dryadese. 
It  grows  in  Abyssinia,  to  the  height  of  twenty  feet,  afid 
la  coltivated  everywhens  for  its  antbdmintic  properties. 
It  is  found  in  Tigre,  Agame,  and  Sfaoa,  and  according 
to  Dr.  Beke,  through  tbe  entire  table  land  of  North 
Sastem  Abyssinia.  The  bunches  are  gathered  before 
*  tiie  seeds  are  quite  ripe,  whibt  still  a  number  of  florets 

lenuiin  unchanged.  Its  peculiar  property  resides  chiefly 
in  its  bitter  acrid  resb,  soluble  in  ttther  and  in  alcohol, 
^e  decoction  strikes  a  dark  green  tint  with  a  solution 
of  the  sesquichloride  of  bron.  Dr.  Pereira,  from  whose 
paper  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Jovmait  (Vol  x..  No.  1,) 
much  information  on  the  subject  may  be  gained,  gives  tbe 
following  directions  for  its  administration : — *'  The  pow- 
'dered  JBowers  are  to  be  miied  with  luke  warm  water, 
(for  an  adult,  about  ten  ounces)  they  are  allowed  to  iof  jjse 
"^  Ibr  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  a  little  lemon-juice  is  then  to  be 
awaUowed,  and  the  infusion  being  stirred  up,  the  whole 
is  taken»  liquid  and  powder,  at  two  or  three  draughts,  at 
diort  intervals,  being  washed  down  by  cold  water  and 
lemon-juice.  To  promote  the  operation  tea  (without 
'tagar  or  miUt)  may  be  taken.  In  three  or  four  hours, 
If  the  remedy  has  not  operated,  a  dose  of  castor  oil  or 
•  saline  purgative  should  be  administered."— p.  24. 

Not  unfrequently,  both  in  public  and  private  practice, 
patients  present  themselves  suffering  from  tape-worm  i 
sometimes  very  little  inconvenience  U  complained  of,  but 
generally  there  are  distinct  symptoms  of  the  disorder. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  tbe  popular  notion  is  weU 
gronnded,  and  that,  till  the  head  of  the  animal  comes 
away,  the  patient  is  not  cured.  There  is  seldom  more 
than  one  worm,  and  yet  portions  are  constantly  being 
■eparated,  which,  if  they  possessed  independent  vitality, 
and  the  power  of  reproduction,  would  assuredly  fix 
themselves  on  some  other  portion  ot  the  intestinal  tube; 
The  Abyssinians  feed  upon  raw  meat,  and  to  this 
nide  practice  may  be  referred  the  prevalence  of  this 
I  mslady  amongst  these  people.  Tbe  cysticercus  is  found 
m  the  fiesh  of  tbe  pig  and  sheep  in  our  own  country, 
and  if  the  tenia  be  a  developed  cysticercus,  its  origin 
aere  would  be  accounted  for.  Some  very  humorous, 
^^  J^  instruetive  remarks  on  this  subject  are  contained 


in  the  last  Bdmburgh  MonOfy  Jmrnud.  It  is 
than  probable  that  the  ova  of  tbe  tenia,  tiie  ascaiis^ 
and  some  other  pansitic  animals,  find  llieir  way  iate 
the  bnman  body  through  Ae  unprspared  or  anoooked 
materials  of  our  food.  And  it  may  be  further  remarkfldy 
that  a  low  degree  of  Titslity  of  ttie  system  greatly 
predisposes  it  to  their  attacks,  and  hence  tbe  valat 
of  steel  and  other  tonics  by  way  of  preventam  and 
restoration. 


X:iASE  OF  SENILE  GAKGESITE. 

TBBATBD  BT  LOCAL  BLEBBUTO. 

Bt  JOHN    COWLET,  £««.,  WmaLow. 


To  the  Editor  (tf  the  Provinetai  MedUsai  Md  Smryie&t 

JamnuL 

Sra,— Should  the  annexed  surgical  case,  whidi  I  oon- 

sider  embraces  a  deviation  firom  tbe  mode  of  treatment 

usuaUy  adopted  by  British  practitioners,  be  oonsidcreA 

worthy  of  your  attention,  and  obtain  an  insertion  iA 

your  Tsluable  journal,  my  object  wffl  be  aooompllshed. 

I-  am  Sir,  youzs  very  respectfuUy, 

JOHN  COWLET^ 
Winslow,  June  26, 1852. 

On  Monday,  May  17tb,  1852,  I  (being  in  tbe  74& 
year  of  my  age)  was  attacked  with  an  uneasy  sensatioa. 
in  tbei  second  toe  of  my  right  foot,  occasionally  paining 
me  like  tbe  sting  of  a  nettle.  Upon  examination,  tiba 
whole  of  the  toe,  to  the  first  metatarsal  joint,  appeared 
of  a  red  and  inflamed  oplour,  slightly  tender  to  the 
touch,  and  somewhat  enlarged.  An  application  ot 
diluted  tincture  of  iodine  pnodnced  )io  sensible  effect* 
A  second  dressing  of  tbe  same  was  applied  on  the  18th. 
On  Thursday,  the  20th,  the  whole  toe  was  considerably- 
enlarged,  vesication  had  taken  place  all  along  its  dorsum* 
and  the  colour  of  tbe  toa.  was  assuming  a  dark  purple 
hue.  The  iodine  was  discontinued,  and  oeratnm  albuaa 
with  a  spirituous  lotion  were  substituted,  with  tlie  use 
of  Markwick's  epithem,  untH  Sunday,  the  23rd,  when 
the  fourth  and  fifth  toes  became  inflamed  like  unto  the 
second,  at  its  commencement,  with  a  slight  swdlin^- 
without  pain,  but  some  irri^ti^.  From  the  fiital  re- 
sults I  had  witnessed  of  various  cases  during  an  apprea-» 
ticeship  and  practaoe  of  fifty-nine  years,  and  which  oases- 
had  commenced  In  a  similar  manner  to  my  own,  I  felt 
convinced  (as  no  injury  had  been  inflicted)  that  tike 
disease  was  "  senile  mortification,"  and  at  once  resolved 
to  deviate  firom  the  long  continued  practice  of  trustanip 
for  a  cure,  to  the  use  of  cataplasms,  opium,  &c,  (whidi 
'rarely  arrested  the  disease  in  its  mdpient  stage,  and 
seldom  succeeded  after  sphacelus  had  taken  place,}  bj 
trying  the  effect  of  local  blood-letting.  I  therefore  ex- 
tracted eight  ounces  and  two  drachms  of  blood  finona 
the  saphena  minor  vein  immediately  below  the  ankle- 
joint.  The  direct  beneficial  effect  produced  was  tru^ 
surprising;  tiie  redness  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  toss 
was  almost  removed,  and  the  dark  shining  \ 
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•'Of  the  second  considerably  unproTed  in  colour,  and  the 
swelling  diminished.  The  same  dressings  were  con- 
tinued till  Friday,  the  28th,  when  a  relapse  took  place^ 
the  fourth  and  fifth  toes  became  inflamed  to  an  equal 
.-extent  with  the  third,  the  second  toe  was  also  increased 
in  siae  and  the  colour  darker;  also  the  great  toe  showed 
decided  signs  that  the  disease  wos  spreading  to  that 
murt  of  the  foot.  I  again  took  away  eight  ounces  of 
blood,  and  this  firom  the  saphena  m^jor  vein,  situated' 
over  the  middle  of  the  first  metatarsal  bone.  A  similar 
■result  to  the  first  bleeding  was  shown,  the  same  mode 
of  dressings  was  continued  to  the  2nd  of  June,  when  aM 
the  symptoms  of  the  disease  recnired,  but  not  in  so 
nggrairated  a  degree.  Five  more  ounces  of  blood  were 
extracted  from  the  same  Tein,  three  inches  above  the 
4mkle-joi^t,  with  equally  good  effect,  making  a  total 
loss  of  twenty  ounces  of  blood  from  the  foot  in  the  space 
•of  ten  days. 

The,  inflamed  •  parts  were  now  dressed  with  Spt. 
^erebintlunse,  previous  to  the  application  of  white 
jierate  and  epithem,  but  not  agreeing,  a  common 'bread 
•and  water  poultice  was  tried.  However,  not  finding 
«ny  material  alteration,  the  Cataplasma  Ferment!, 
P.L.^  was  the  next  remedy  on  the  12th  of  Jund,  which 
was  continued  for  six  days  with  advantage,  wheUf 
although  no  ulceration  existed  the  Ung.  Resinse  was 
.applied  over  the  surface  of  the  whole  foot  as  a  warm 
dressing,  up  to  the  present  time;  and  now,  I  hope 
«  permanent  cure  is  effected. 

During  the  first  fortnight  of  the  above  period,  the 
.saline  mixture,  with  the  volatile  alkali  were  freely  takeni 
and  since  then  Quin.  Sulpb.,  gr.  v.,  bis  die.  Port 
-wine  and  spirituous  stimuli  have  been  continued  to  this 
'day,  without  increasing  the  number  of  pulsations  beyond 
•66,  and  that  only  in  the  afternoon  occasionally. 

Although  particularly  enjoined  by  my  medical  friends 
<to  adopt  positive  and  constant  rest  to  Qiy  foot,  I  have 
persisted  in  the  use  of  a  leg  rest  and  exercise  in  a 
garden  chair;  my  general  health  being  very  good  I  con- 
siered  fireah  air  and  exercise  Asential  to  its  maintenance. 


-■* 
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«CA8B8  ADMITTBD  VVDB»  YSB  CktB  OF  CBARLB8  COTTON* 
]f.D«  FJLC.8.,^BVilOB  ftURGEON  TO  THB  HOSPITAL.* 

Stone in^ihe  Bladder^Ineoniinenee  qf  Urine-^Liiho 
t9my  a  Meeond  Hme—^Citre, 

Charles  Stanfleld,  villager,  aged  15  years,  admitted 
'September  23rd,  1848.  Has  suffered  from  gravel  and 
stone  firom  infkncy.  Underwent  lithotomy  when  three 
years  and  a  half  old  at  this  hospital,  when  a  calculus 
some  grains  exceeding  two  scruples  in  weight  was  ex- 
tracted. The  present  symptoms  have  exbted  about 
three  years.    They  are  of  the  usual  character,  but  of 

*  Contbiaed  from  pafe  Hi. 


late  have  become  so  distressing  as  to  compel  the  pati^ 
to  seek  relief.  An  involuntary  dribbling  of  urine  ha« 
continued  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  since  he  waa  last 
cut. 

24th. — ^Passes  urine  guttatim.  On  sounding,  the 
bladder  was  found  empty,- and  the  presence  of  two  or 
more  calculi  detected.  Haust.  Tinct.  Ferri  Mnr.,  m.  z« 
'Ex  Aq.  Cinamoni,  ox.  iss.  ter  die. 

Oct.  4th. — ^The  rectum  freed  by  injection  and  the 
Influence  of  cloroform  induced.  Lithotomy  performed^ 
and  three  phosphatic  calculi^  weighing  upwards  of  sevaii 
drachms  removed.  One,  of  a  dumb-bell  shape,  broke 
during  the  extraction,  showing  an  oxalate  nucleus.  ^The 
operation  was  conducted  with  much  care,  owing  to  tiie 
existing  siillicidum  ttrma  indicating  a  contracted  state 
of  the  bladder.  An  ample  external  incision  was  made, 
at  the  seat  of  the  former  wound,  and  the  staff  entered 
low  down.  The  perineum  was  found  very  deep,  the 
distance  to  the  bladder  proving  much  greater  than  waa 
supposed.  In  using  the  cutting  gorget,  the  instrument 
was  withdrawn  once  in  order  to  limit  the  internal 
incbion,  which,  when  effected,  would  scarcely  admit 
the  point  of  the  index  finger,  owing  to  the  inelastic  and 
unyielding  condition  of  the  prostate  and  neck  of  the 
bladder.  A  section  of  the  opposite  lobe  of  the  prostate 
was  then  cautiously  made  by  means  of  a  probe-pointiBd 
bistoury,  and  the  opening  further  dilated  in  that 
direction,  by  the  forefinger  and  blunt  gorget.  The 
forceps  and  scoop  served  to  complete  the  operatioi^ 
which  was  somewhat  further  complicated  by  the  violen^y- 
contracted  state  of  the  bladder. 

October  5th.—- Passed  a  good  night ;  belly  soft  and 
firee  from  tenderness;  surface  of  the  wound  oovflr«4 
'ivith  calculous  particles;  napkins  moderately  wetted 
from  the  passage  of  the  urine.  The  forefinger  gently 
introduced  through  the  wound  to  secure  a  firee  outlet ; 
this  was  followed  by  a  gush  of  urine.  Ordered  dtrafie 
of  potash  and  diluents. 

6th. — Going  on  well;  urine  escapes  freely  throu^ 
the  wound. 

9th. — Much  pain  and  smarting  at  the  seat  of  the 
wound,  which  is  smeared  with  chalky  matter  ;  relieved  by 
hot  water  applications  and  pledgets  dipped  in  almond 
oil,  and  anodyne  draught. 

*^l2th. — Has  passed  water  twice  per  nrethram  for  the 
first  time,  some  little  yet  escapes  through  tiie  woudd, 
which  is  considerably  closed  by  granulation. 

15th.— Passes  water  naturally  but  with  considerable 
pain.  Urine  alkaline  and  purulent.  Ordered  Tinct. 
Ferri  Sesquichloridi,  m.  x. ;  Syr.  Papav.,  dr.  ss.;  ei 
aq.  Cinnam.,  oz.  iss.  ter  die. 

18th.— Calculus  impacted  in  the  urethra  removed 
after  some  trouble  with'the  scoop  end  of  a  small  director. 

20th.— Phymosis,  &c.;  belladonna  lotion  applied  s 
in  other  respects  going  on  well. 

27th. — Much  pain  from  a  small  pisiform  calculuf 
detained  in  the  urethra  behind  the  scrotum ;  ^relieved 
by  an  anodyne  and  hot  fomentations. 

November  1st. — Quite  well,  excepting  that  hemakea 
but  a  small  quantity  of  urine  at  a  time^  and  frequently 
wets  the  bed  at  night.— R.  Liq*.  Potasse,  m.  xx. ;  Tinct. 
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Hyotej.,  m.  z. ;  Deooet  Pardne  Btbt.,  os.  Q.    Fiat 
kaiiat  ter  in  die  ram. 

20tb.— Ht.  PqIt.  P!p.  Cnbebs,  dr.  j.  ter  die.  Made 
ovt-patiflDt. 

Jaouarj  lat,  1849.— Readmitted  for  a  return  of 
dribbling  of  nrine  on  nang  any  exertion.  Catheter 
(No.  5)  passed  and  retained  in  the  bladder  for  different 
periods.  Cold  bath  and  varied  administrations  o(!. 
belladonna,  cantharides,  nnz  Tomica,  and  galvanism 
tried.  Fatient  disdarged  able  to  retain  his  nrine  and 
▼Old  it  in  fair  quantities.  He  now  and  then  wets  the 
bed,  which  is  attributed  bj  the  nurse  to  indolence. 

April  1st,  1850. — Readmitted  for  a  retnm  of  incon* 
tinence  of  urine.  A  plugged  silver  catheter  (No.  5) 
mtroduoed  and  secured  in  the  bladder.  An  elastic  one 
afterwards  rabstitnted.  The  urine  at  first  came  away 
by  the  iride  of  the  instrument,  but  by  the  tad  of  three 
weeks  the  patient,  on  withdrawing  the  plug,  was  etabled 
to  pass  seven  or  eight  ounces  at  a  time  three  or  four 
times  a  day. 

June  2nd.— Has  had  a  catiieter  in  the  bladder  for 
the  most  part  up  to  this  period,  except  "when  pfevented 
by  bladder  finitation  and  feverishness.  Instrumefit 
discontinued. 

26^. — PkMses  six  or  eight  ounces  on  each  occasioB  o^ 
▼oiding  his  urine.    Has  wetted  the  bed  two  or  three 
■uoceasive  nights,  but  has  not  the  least  dribbling  in  the 
day.      Catheter  again  introduced  and  retained.      Ht. 
Pfl.  Strychnite,  gr.  Vis  t^r  die. 

7uly  4th. — Catheter  withdrawn ;  oold>  douche  every 
morning. 

18th.— Passes  about  eight  ounces  of  urine  at  a  time; 
BO  mcontinenoe  since  last  report;  urine  pale  and  limpidi,; 
and  of  low  specific  gmvit^,'  ,  "^'^ 

30th.— Dischaiged. 

StOM  fo  the  Eladder^IAthoUmy^(Stn, 
William  Belton,  agricultara)  labourer,  aged  56  yeaf^i, 
admitted  February  10th,  1849,  with  svmptoms  resem- 
Uing  those  of  stone,  for  wUcb  he  bad  been  frequently 
vnder  treatment  during  the  last  two  years  and  a  half. 
Catheter  introduced  and  a  moderate-sized  calculus 
detected.  Ordered  full  diet  without  beer,  and  a  small 
dose  of  castor  oil  each  morning  to  obviate  bafaitaal 
oonstipation.  *  '^ 

February  20th.<-The  patient  having  been  brought 
vnder  the  influence  of  chloroform*  The  ordinary 
lat^  section  of  the  perineum  was  made^  and  the  staff 
catered  low  down ;  tb«  sobaequent  incision  through  the 
proetate  and  nedc  of  the  bladder  was  then  completed 
by  means  of  the  cutting  gorget,  and  the  wound  further 
^tilated  with  the  forefinger  and  blunt  gorget.  The 
latter  Mrving  as  a  director  for  the  forceps,  with  which  a 
fithic  acid  calculus,  weighing  upirards  of  three  drachmto^ 
was  at  once  seized  and  extracted.  The  operation  was 
unattended-  by  hemorrhage,  speadily  executed,  and 
■caroely  ^lotioed  by  the  patient.  An  ela&tic  tube  having 
1*^^  passed  through  the  wound  and  secured  within  the 
bladder,  the  man  was  placed  ia  l«pd  with  the  knees 
Bexed  over  a  j^ow.    Anodyne  dran^t  aiid  barley 


Evening. — Going  on  well;  arine  escapes  throngfc 
the  tube,  high  coloured,  from  admixture  with  blood ; 
"blklder  injected  with  infusion  of  matioo.  To  have  a 
Oooling  mixture  of  nitre  and  mudlage. 

21st.— During  the  night  tiie  patient  was  found  in 
«  4  deHrunu  eondUum  tgnm  ike  Jtoor,  having  euddenijr 
fallenouio/bfdmaJU."  Visited  immediately  by  Bir. 
Cotton.  Skin  cool  and  clammy ;  pulse smalland  rapid  f 
looks  hazy  and  stupid,  as  if  intoxicated;  thinks  he  must 
have  overbalanced  on  trying  to  raise  hnnself  in  bed:^ 
There  is  some  bleeding  from  the  wound  apparentiy 
caused  by  the  forcible  dislodgement  of  the  dastic  tuba 
in  frDing.  Ethei*  draught  administered  and  more  aeda- 
lous  watching  enforced. 

Evening. — Had  a  shivering  fit  at  noon,  but  is  now 
c6mrortable  and  composed.  Pulse  88;  sltin  raoist;  a 
great  quantity  of  urine,  now  no  longer  tinged  witk 
blood,  has  escaped  through  the  wound.  Continue  tiier 
mucilaginous  mfxtore. 

23id. — Bowels  unmoved  since  the  operation.  Enema* 
of  salt  and  gruel,  with  generous  diet. 

27th.— Urine  for  the  first  time  passed  partly  by  the- 
natural  pidsage,  during  the  night.  The  nates  are  ex- 
tensively ulcerated  and  excoriited  ;  perineal  woumT 
sluggish  and  coated  with  mortar-like  deposit  Con- 
stipation.^ Full  diet,  wine  and  porter.  Nates  protected 
by  a  free  coating  of  collodion.    Enema  daily. 

March  2nd. — ^llie  bowels  act  only  after  the  use  of 
the  injection.  There  is  much  mupo-pumlent  deposflf 
at  the  bottom  of  the  urinal.  The  ulcerated  parta,  how- 
^r,  ete  much  improved  and  the  wound  ia  nearly; 
healed.  Collodion  reapplied.— R.  Magnes.  Sulphate . 
dr.  ss«;  Tinct.  Ferri.  Muriat,  mi  x.;  TInct.  Hyoscy., 
dr.  ss.;  Aq.  Cinnam.,  osi  |ss.  Kat  hanst.  ter  dSer 
sum. 

4th.<— Sittbgup;  urine  becoming  dear ;  bowds  act 
daily ;  wound  at  seat  of  operation  healed. — Peigat. 

8th. — Medidne  to  be  given  less  firequently,  as  he  har 
been  obliged  to  take  soma. logwood  decoction  to  cfaedr 
diarrhoea.  ' 

2l8t — Discharged  cured. 

The  above  are  the  oonduding  cases  of  a  series  of  tett 
ciassicncing  September,  1836,  at  the  Lynn.Diqiensary, 
and  edding  February,  1849,  ia  which^Ma  UaenU  t 
iioH  i^aa  unattended  witii  a  M^  ttlnre.  To  i 
ate  now  to  be  added  three'/eoilsecntive  oases  nnce 
operated  upon,  in  which  death  feUowed  in  every  iM^— ^^^ 

[To  be  coBttanied.] 
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At  the  eonduaion  of  Mr.  Sankey's  address,  it  war 
moved  by  Mr.  Bottoklbt,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hau^ 
GRAVxs,  and  resolved  unanimoudy, — "  That  the  best^ 
tfaanks  of  this  meeti^.  be  pres^ted  to  the  offican  anC 
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fbe  other  members  of  the  Committee  of  Management, 
Ibr  their  senrioee  rendered  at  and  since  the  last  meeting 
of  this  Branch  of  the  Association/' 

It  was  then  moved  bj  Mr.  Stbdican,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Rbii»,  and  resolved  unanimoualj, — "That  Ton- 
bridge  Wells  win  be  a  convenient  and  appropriate  place 
of  meeting  for  the  year  1853;  that  Mr.  Haiigraves  be 
requested  to  accept  the  office  of  President  of  the 
Branch.  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Westerham,  Vice-President, 
and  that  the  following  gentlemen: — ^Mr.  Tnutram, 
of  Tunbridge  Wells;  Mr.  Turner,  of  Tonbridge  Wells; 
Dr.  Doncan,  of  Tunbridge  Wells;  Mr.  Bailer,  of 
PenshurA;  Mr.  Starling,  of  Hadlow;  Mr.  WalltB,  of 
Hartfield,  do  constitute  the  Committee  of  Management. 

Mr.  Martin,  of  Reigate,  having  respectfully  declined 
a  re-election  to  the  offices  of  Secretwy  and  Treasurer, 
with  the  expression  of  his  best  thanks  to  his  brother 
members  for  the  kindness  and  indulgeftt  consideration 
with  which  they  had  received  his  services,  it  was  moved 
by  Dr.  Grbenhill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hakgraves,  and 
unanimously  resolved,—"  That  Mr.  Peter  Martin,  of 
Reigate,  be  requested  to  accept  the  offices  of  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  of  the  Branch,  and  thnt  the  special  thanks 
of  the  members  present  at  this  meeting  be  presented  to 
Mr.  Martin,  the  late  Secretary  and  Tmsvxvr,  for  the 
▼alvible  services  that  he  has  rendered  to  the  Association^" 

It  was  then  proposed  by  Dr.  Grbenhill,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Reid,  and  unanimously  carried, — "That,  without 
wishing  to  find  fkult  with  the  Editors  of  tho'/««nia/, 
aod  without  expressing  any  positive  opinion  v  to  the 
merits  of  Dr.  Cowan's  plan,  this  meeting  feels  strongly 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Journal  requires  improvement, 


greatest  length,  and  two  inches  and  four-fifths  in  its 
largest  circumference,  and  weighing  two  dracbms, 
eighteen  grains;  it  was  rough,  and  of  an  irregularly- 
ovoid  form,  being  deeply  grooved  in  one  portion  of  itE 
Eborter-.eircnmferenoe,  and  waa  composed  of  the  phos- 
phates. It  was  passed  by  a  female,  aged  50,  who  had 
been  the  mother  of  six  children.  When  she  was  con- 
fined  of  her  third  child,  twenty-four  years  since,  the 
labour  was  very  tedious,  and  protracted.  Six  weeka 
after  this  confinement,  from  some  unexplained  cause^ 
sl^e'  suddenly  had  retention  of  urine,  for  which  she  was 
nbt'Velieved  for  nearly  sixty  hours,  when  a  very  large 
quantity  of  urine  was  withdrawn ;  about  a  month  after* 
wards  retention  again  oocurred,  and  was  relieved  by  the 
use  of  the  catheter.  From  this  period  there  was  incon- 
tinence of  urine,  which  continued  till  December,  1850. 
^Yhe  only  period  during  which  she  passed  water  in  any 
thing  Uke  a  stream,  wan  ooeasionally  at  night,  but  even 
then  it  more  generally  dribbled  from  her.  In  Decembo*, 
1850,  the  urine  began  to  flow  in  a  stream,  but  with 
much  pain,  a  sediment  appearing  in  the  water  when 
allowed  to  settle.  In  May,  1851,  she  placed  herself 
under  Mr.  Beid's  care;  she  was  then  sufiering  from 
symploBM  of  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  the  pain  at 
times  was  intense,  and  there  was  a  thick  muco- 
purulent deposit  in  the  urine,  sometimes  mixed  with 
blood.  The  existence  of  a  calculus  was  suspected^ 
and  after  considerable  persuasion  had  been  used,  an 
examination  was  permitted  and  attempted,  but  a  difficulty 
occurred  in  finding  the  urethra,  its  usual  situation  beingp 
occupied  by  the  traces  Of  a  cicatrix.  The  patient  was 
extremely  nervous  and  irritable,  and   would^  on  no 


and  therefore  begs  earnestly  to  press  this  subject  upon  •  ntdioont,  allow  the  examination  to  be  continued,  nor 


the  attention  of  the  general  meeting  at  Oxford." 

Mr.  James  Reid,  of  Canterbury^  exhibited  some 
casts  made  of  gutta.  percha,  and  remarked  that  this 
material  afforded  a  ready  means  of  easily  obtaining  a 
permanent  record  of  the  size  and  growth  of  tumours, 
and  that,  in  some  instances,  it  was  superior  to  plaster 
of  Paris,  firom  the  &cility  with  which  it  was  moulded, 
and  the  cleanliness  of  the  proceeding.  The  casts  de- 
Ihonstrated  the  increase  of  an  aneurism  of  the  arteria 
innominata  during  an  interval  of  nine  months, 

Mr.  Reid  also  presented  to  the  meeting  some  speci- 
mens of  calculi  from  the  ^bladder, — ^namely,,  two  large 
atones,  which  had  been  removed,  after  death,  from  the 
bladder  of  a  middle-aged  man,  who  had  died  in  the 
iLent  and  Canterbury  Hospital  about  fourteen  years 
■inoe,  of  malignant  disease  in  the  abdomen  (mesentery?),; 
Although  he  had  been  under  observation  in  the  hospital ' 
several  weeks  before  his  death,  there  had  been  no 
symptoms  pointing  to  the  existence  of  a»  calculus  in  the 
hiadder.  His  history  was  imperfectiy  learnt.  He  had 
been  known  to  have  been  an  invalid  from  his  youth,  and 
Ibr  some  time  before  his  deatii  he  used  to  walk  afaatr. 
the  streets  bending  forwards,  with  a  hand  upoa  his 
abdomen.  He  was  geMff^y  rei^arded  as  a  "  hypocrite," 
perhaps  from  the  waii|^of  njarked  evidence  of  disease 
about  him.  The  larger  of  the  calculi  weighed  fourteen 
ounces  avoirdupois,  the '  'sihtller  eight  ounces,  seven 
drachms,  their  united  weight,  being  twenty- two  ounces, 
•even  drachms,  avoirdupois.  By  the  friction  which  had 
taken  place  between  them,  a  curved  surface,  of  con- 
mderable  depth,  had  been  worn  in  the  smaller,  which 
oorresponded  to  a  eonvfxity  on  the  larger  stoae. 
When  placed  together,  tUe  two  calculi  formed  a  con- 
nected outline,  which  represented  a  cone,  the  apex  of 
which  was  formed  by  the  small  stone ;  their  united  size 
equalled  the  dimensions  of  a  bladdA-,  distended  to  about 
liidf  its  capacity.  The  point  of  interest  in  the  case  was, 
that  so  large  a  foreign  body  had  existed  so  long  in  the 
bladder  without  producing,  as  far  as  was  ascertained, 
any  change  from  inflammatory  action,  or  even  ocoa* 
siontng  symptoms  indicating  its  presence. 

A  calcalas,  measuring^  two  inches  snd  a  hslf  in  its 


would  she  subsequently  gfve  permission  for  another 
examination.  For  nine  months  she  continued  to  suffer 
all  the  syUiptoms  of  inflamed  bladder,  and  at  times 
they  were  aggravated  in  a  very  savere  degree.  Leeches, 
Misters,  opium,  mineral  adds,  &c.,  afforded  occasional 
relief.*  There  was  no  incontinence  of  urine  during  this 
period,  but  retention  occasionally  oocurred  for  a  few 
hours,  and  was  relieved  by  opium  and  the  warm  bath. 
At  the  end  of  this  period  she  sent  early  one  morning  in 
grtet  alarm,  saying  that,  ^aftera  night  of  severe  pain» 
iomething  had  given  way  and  come  down."  On 
separating  the  thighs,  the  calculus  exhibited  was  seen 
protruding  from  between  the  nymphee,  with  its  broad 
end  still  lodged  in  the  soft^  parts ;  it  was  readily 
removed  with  the  fingers.  A  free  communication 
existed  with  the  bladder,  into  which  the  end  of  the 
Httie  finger  could  be  introduced,  and  it  was  erident  that 
the  urethra  had  been  in  gnat  part  destroyed.  No  other 
calculus  could  be  detected  by  a  sound  passed  into  the 
bladder.  From  this  time  all  her  symptoms  ceased,  and 
she  recovered  health  and  stren^h,  but  incontinence  of 
urine  has  continued. 

"'Ha  remarks  of  Dr.  Silvester,  *'  On  the  Effects  of 
Iodine  and  Kousso,"  were  then  read.  They  will  be 
found  at  page  446 ;  after  which, 

Mr.  Whitfield,  of  Ashford,  reibarked,  that  it 
having  been  found  that  the  valuable  anthelmintic 
kousso  waa  liable  to  be  preyed  upon  by  minute  insects, 
perhaps  his  mode  of  preserving  and  keeping  for  use» 
the  secale  comutum,  might  b^tdvantageonsly  employed 
on  behalf  of  the  kousso. 

On  receiving  the  secale  comutum  in  a  pulverised 
state,  from  a  source  he  oould  entirely  depend  upon  aa 
to  its  efficacy,  he  poured  a  sufficient  quantity  of  rectified 
s|nrit  of  wine  to  cover  it,  and  by  agitation  it  might  be 
poured  out  the  consistence  of  cream,  a  teaspoonfal  of 
which,  added  to  a  cup  of  boiling  water,  being  allowed 
five  mhiotes  to  oool|  and  then  stirred,  was  sufficient 
for  two  doses. 

Mr.  Whitfield  had  adopted  this  plan  for  the  last 
fifteen  years,  and  the  medicine 'loaes  nothing  of  ita 
efficacy  by  being  kept  in  this  form  any  IsDgth  of  thne. 
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BsriiaiM  in  the  cue  of  tfaa  koano,  m  a  laiger  quantity 
U-gtwea  than  of  ibe  leoJa  oomatam  at  a  dow,  sheiry 
n^fat,  with  pfopiiot/i  be  substitated  for  the  rectified 


The  gentlemen  prefent  then  adjourned  to  dinaeri 
wder  the  prendency  of  Mr.  Sankey. 

PETER  MA.RTIN, 

Secretary  and  IVeanrer 
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Ths  South- WsaraaN  Branch  or  thb  Absocia-' 
TioN  held  their  annual  meeting  at  the  Devon  and  Exetar 
Hospital,  Exeter,  on  Friday,  the  13th  instant.  The 
following  gentlemen  were  among  those  present : — P.  C 
De  la  Garde,  (President,)  Exeter;  H.  Appleton,  Esq., 
St.  Marychurch ;  W.  Bradshaw,  Esq.,  St.  Marychnrcb ; 
Wm.  Card,  Esq.,  Exeter;  John  J.  Goodridge,  Esq., 
Paington  ;  W.  Bowden,  Esq.,  Totness;  G.  W.  Lillies, 
Esq.,  Chudleigh ;  Robt.  Kerswell,  Esq.,  St.  Germans ; 
James  M.  Madden,  R.N.,  Heavitree;  G.  Paterson, 
M.D.,  Edin.,  Tiverton ;  John  Edwards,  Esq.,  Bampton ; 
R.  Brent,  M.D.,  Woodbury;  C.  H.  Brooking,  Esq.; 
Brtxham;  W.  D.  Kingdon,  M.D.,  Exeter;  B.  D. 
Walker,  M.D.,  Teignmonth;  William  Kane,  M.D., 
Exmonth;  William  Prater,  Esq.,  Okehampton;  Albert 
Baker,  M.D.,  Staircross ;  E.  P.  Pridham,  Esq., 
Exeter ;  George  Evans,  Esq.,  Seaton;  P.  Miller, 
M.D.,  Exeter;  W.  Kendall,  Esq.,  Budleigh  Salterten  i 
Wm.  Gabriel,  Esq.,  CoIIampton ;  R.  F.  Burrough,  Esq., 
Partmonth;  Jon.  Toogood,  M.D.,  Taunton;  J.  H. 
James,  Esq.,  Exeter;  C.  K.  Webb,  Esq.,  Exeter; 
R.  L.  Pennell,  M.D.^  Cheriton  Bishop;  J.  B.  Bartlett, 
Esq.,Teignmouth;  M.  Barry,  M.D.,  Totness;  C.  B. 
Kankivill,  M.D.,  Torquay  ;  A.  Kempe,  Esq.,  Exeter; 
W.  H.  Cullen,  M.D.,  Sidmouth;  T.  Shapter,  M.D., 
Exeter;  Wm.  Clapp,  Esq.,  Exeter;  E. Eropson,  Esq., 
Crediton;  W.  Deans, Sandford;  W.  H.Elliott,  M.D., 
Exeter  ;  J.'  Edye,  Esq.,  Exeter ;  F.  Mackenzie,  Esq.^ 
Hverton  ;  T.  Crosse,  Esq.,  Thorverton ;  Dr.  Maddiio, 
Jacobstow;  C.  H.  Roper,  Esq.,  Exeter;  R.  Salter, 
Esq.,  Exeter;  Augustus  Drake,  M.D.,  Exeter;  S. 
Budd,  M.D.,  Exeter,  &o. 

Mr.  Swain,  of  Devonport^  the  President  for  the  past 
year,  was  unable,  from  professional  engagements,  to  be 
present,  and  the  President-elect  (P.  C.  Da  la  Gabox, 
Esq.,  )  was  at  once  voted  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Db  la  Garde  commenced  his  observations  by 
expressing  his  regret  at  the  absence  of  Mr.  Swain,  who 
had  conducted  the  proceedings  last  year  at  Plymouth,  in 
a  manner  so  creditable  to  himself,  and  so  honourable 
to  the  Society.  Being  called  upon  to  go  over  ground 
which  had  already  been  traversed  so  frequently,  a6d 
by  persons  of  so  much  ability,  he  felt  that  he  had 
little  now  to  add,  ted  he  must  therefore  deprecate 
criticism — expressing  at  the  same  time,  a  hope  that,  in 
the  few  remarks  which  he  should  make,  he  should  give 
offence  to  no  one ;  although  they  must  of  course  expect, 
among  so  many  gentleman,  variety  of  opinion,  which, 
hideed  he  rather  wished  to  see,  inasmuch  as  by  discus- 
sion, and  the  expression  and  different  opinions,  new 
ideas  were  elicited,  and  good  results  were  veiy  frequentiy 
attained.  He  congratulated  the  meeting  on  the  fact 
that  their  lot  was  cast  in  so  beautiful  a  district— declar- 
ing that  ha  did  so,  not  from  any  merely  sentimental 
feeling— observing  that  they  all  knew,  as  medical  men, 
the  extreme  value  of  air  and  scenery,  in  the  treatment 
of  disease — and  reminding  them  that  their  thanks 
were  due,  especially  to  Dr,  Chapter,  for  the  very 
xemarkable  manner  and  great  industry  with  which  he 
^d  brought  that  subject  before  them.  Mr.  De  la 
Garde  then  adverted  to  the  meteorological  and  geological 


peculiaritiea  of  the  district,  and  after  a  few  < 
on  the  success  of  the  hospital  practice  in  Exeter,  con- 
cluded bis  oral  address,  aind  proceeded  to  read  a  psp« 
which  we  pnblish  m  exttnmt  .•— 

Tlie  question  between  ourselves  and  the  Awvmoo 
Offices  tarns  strongly  in  our  fiivonr.  I  told  yon  soma 
years  since  how  I  had  retnmed  the  fees  when  offered* 
and  refused  to  answer  in  respect  of  my  own  patientB,  any 
impertinent  questions  they  migfat  think  proper  to  pro- 
pound. I  have  found  this  exceedingly  oonvenient^- 
bnt  as  it  involves  a  sacrifice,  I  do  not  urge  yon  to 
follow  my  example.  • 

Irregular  '  practice  gains  ground.  Its  dehtsions  an 
not  confined  to  the  vulgar  and  the  ignorant.  Rank* 
fashion,  and  enlarged  education  furnish  forth  its  parti- 
sans. I  am  not  surprised.  I  have  long  foreseen  hbm 
the  intellectual  appetite  would  be  surfeited.  The 
wonders  of  reality  pour  in  with  sudi  a  flood  that  tlio 
marvels  of  impossibility  are  admitted  with  them.  Wn 
are  all  crammed  with  all  manner  of  instruction— as 
though  the  sole  object  of  education  were  to  teach  mot 
to  sparkle'  in  sodety.  Very  few  are  the  cool  and 
logical  heads  which  can  arrange  and  appropriate  iStim 
boundless  miscellany  of  propositiona-^true  or  fakie 
thus  presented  to  them. 

'Should  we  combat  these  idle  fallacies  ?  I  think  tiwai 
best  met  by  cold  contempt.  The  educated  man  wb» 
believes  that  an  ignorant  servant,  who  cannot  with  hdSk 
her  eyes.hiad  "slut,"  visibly  written  on  a  dusty  tabla» 
can,  by  virtue  of  certain  mysterious  pawings,  read  • 
Greek  chorus  with  her  elbows— or  that  one  drop,  whick 
produces  no  sensible  effect,  shall  become  a'  miQion  of 
effective  doses  if  divided  into  as  many  parts — ^is  beyond 
the  reach  of  argument.  Besides,  we  place  ourselvea  in  the 
invidious  position  of  assailants,  and  may  inadveitenliyr 
substitute  the  austere  spirit  of  martyrdom  for  ampla 
silliness.  I  leave  psycholdgists  to  determine  the  mentsl 
condition  of  such  persons.  Associate  with  them  by  aS 
means,  (I  mean  the  patients,  not  the  practitioners,)  for 
many  of  them  are  refined  and  amiable — but  do  not 
reason  with  them. 

But  what  should  we  do  in  the  course  of  practice  I 
We  cannot  confer  vrith  those  who  repudiate  our  prin- 
ciples, and  act  themselves  on  so-called  principles  whkh 
we  deny.  There  is  no  common  ground  on  which  to 
stand.  For  the  fee  which  we  might  receive,  we  can, 
under  such  circumstances,  rendei  no  equivalent.  It  it 
therefore  a  plain  duty  not  to  meet  such  practitioners. 

You  will  expect  me  to  advert  to  our  meeting  of  Um 
10th  March  on  the  subject  of  Medical  Reform.  I 
approach  this  vexed  subject  rductoddy,  but,  aince  oar 
decision  on  its  merit  appears  to  have  differed  widely 
'  from  that  of  tile  general  meeting  just  held  at  Oxford,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  restete  our  prooeeding^i — ^nor  is  mj 
confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  a  large  public  meeting  so 
implicit  that  I  need  refrain  from  assjigningthe  collective 
argument,  whence,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  our  resolutiona 
were  derived.  ,On  certain  pointstpre  wanted  informatioo» 
and  therefore  simply  reserved  our  opinion~-on  othen 
our  disapproval  was  decided. 

The  whole  character  of  this  meeting,  to  consider  the 
'*  Draft  Bill,  to  produce  uniformity  of  medical  educatiOB 
and  qualification,  and  for  the  regptration  of  those 
licensed  to  practice  in  medicine,"  was  remarkable.  AH 
our  district  members  had  been  invited,  but  the  attend- 
ance was  extremely  limited-^  most  significant  foct  I 
We  were  indeed  so  few  as  not  to  inspire  indignant 
doquence,  and  the  conversation  (for  it  hardly  assumed 
the  formality  of  a  debate)  was  chiefly  conducted  by 
experienced,  but  unaspiring  men,  who  could  be  vigihi^ 
and  earnest,  without  being  cross  or  enthusiastic.  They 
evidently  tJiought  that,  as  legislation  would  neither 
increase  any  medical  man*s  income,  nor  improve  his 
social  position,  we  might  control  our  feelings,  and  bear 
I  with  each  other  while  we  discussed  the  daj^sea  of  this 
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dnft.  So  was  it  not  when  a  mere  difference  in  the 
'  expression  of  the  same  opinion  was  held  to  justify  the 
alieiiation  of  old  friends.  No  prudent  or  thoughtful 
man  would  then  put  his  hand  to  the  work.  Such  io- 
temperance  has  postponed  the  correction  of  acknow- 
ledged defects,  and  suhjected  our  cause  to  contempt 
and  ridicule. 

The  first  two  clauses  required  no  comment.  It  was 
otherwise  with  the  third,  "the  appointment  of  the 
medical  council  for  England/'  which  ran  thus  :— 

«'1II.  Appomimeni  qf  the  Medical  Council  for 
i&^/am2.-rrhat  a  Council  shaU  be  establiabdd,  which 
dmU  be  stybd—' The  Medical  Council  for  England;' 
and  that  the  Regius  Professor  of  Medicine  in  the  Uni- 
irsnity  of  Oxford,  the  Regius  Professor  of  Physic  in  the 
Uatfersity  of  Cambridge*  and  such  one  of  the  Medical 
Frofesson  in  the  University  of  London  as  shall  be  from 
time  to  time  designated  by  the  Senate  of  the  last-named 
University,  shall  be  members  of  the  said  Council  in 
sight  of  their  several  Professorships ;  and  that  the  other 
■wmben  of  the  said  Council  shall  be  six  persons,  to  be 
dioeen  by  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  England, 
(boI  more  than  three  of  such  six  persons  being  fellows 
of  the  aaid  College,)  six  persons  to  b«  chosen  by  the 
Boyal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  (not  more  than 
thrae  of  such  six  persons  being  feUows  of  the  f«aid 
CoU^e,)  and  six  persons  to  be  chosen  by  the  Society  of 
the  Art  and  Mystery  of  Apothecaries  of  the  City  of 
Ijondon,  (not  more  than  three  of  such  six  persons 
iMing  members  of  the  governing  body  of  the  Society ;) 
«neh  of  the  said  appointments  to  be  made  within  one 
aoonth  after  the  passing  of  this  Act ;  and  the  powers 
and  duties,  vested  in  the  said  Council  by  this  Act,  may 
be  exerased  and  executed  by  any  six  members  thereof." 

This  clause,  loose  and  indefinite,  affected  an  exactness 
and  precision  which  claimed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee 
by  whom  it  was  drawn,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
duties  to  be  performed  byHhe  Council,  and,  possibly,  of 
the  very  men  whom  they  deemed  best  quaUfied^  to  per- 
form (hem.  The  new  Charters  for  the  great  medical 
corporations  might  also  have  been  contemplated.  But, 
as  we  were  wholly  uninformed  on  these  matters,  and  as 
the  Council  were  to  possess  uncontrolled  powers,  as 
wdl  as  a  vast  patronage  in  dispensing  the  income  which 
we  were  to  be  required  to  contribute ;  and  as  we  could 
"  not  learn  by  whom,  or  iti  what  manner,  the  majority 
of  its  members  were  to  be  chosen,  we  resolved 
unanimously :— • 

"That,  in  the  absence  of  foffident  information,  this 
meeting  desires  to  suspend  ila  opinion  relative  to  clauses 
3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10, 11,  and  12." 

We  afterwards  resolved,  and  I  may  here  state  that  all 
ibe  resolutions  were  carried  unanimously : — 

'*That,  in  regard  to  clauses  17,  18,  and  19,  t^ 
following  be  introduced,  viz. : — '  That  certain  trustees 
lie  elected  from  the  genieral  body  of  the  profession,  in 
whom  shall  be  vest^  the  power  of  disposing  of  all 
surplus  monies,  whetiher  derived  fieom  fees  arising  from 
registration,  examination,  or  from  penalties ;  and  that 
such  trustees  shall  not  be  meAbers  of  the  Council,  or 
of  the  "pTitmif^ing  Board.' " 

Howwer  difficult  Medioal  Reform  may  have  proved, 
yat  it  is  meet  strange  that  registration^at  once  fair, 
•  aiaaple,  and  eomplete--should  have  encountered  oppo- 
sition. The  quack  has  reaped  the  benefit^the  profioa- 
gfon  and  the  public  have  endured  the  wrong,  and  borne 
the  loss.  The  penalty  proposed  by  the  Bill  was  prc^bty 
saflldent,  and  afforded  as  laige  a  protection  aa  the 
^nrit  of  the  age  would  tolerate.  It  was  tiierefoie 
laaolvad:-^ 

"  That  this  meetnig  entirdy  af^roves  of  the  cUmiee 
tefaning  to  regis^tion  and  penalties." 

The  fifteenth  clause  read  as  fcdiows  :— 


"  XV .  Candidaiee  for  Lieeneee  to  produce  Teetl- 
mouiaU  to  the  Medical  CouneiL—Thtit  every  person 
who  may  present  himself  before  any  of  the  said  Medieai 
Councils  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  licence  to  prae* 
tise  medicine,*^shall  produce  proofs  to  the  said  Council 
that  he  has  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and 
shall  also  produce  such  testimoniala  as  shall  l{e  satis- 
factory to  the  sud  Council,  that  he  has  applied  himself 
to  the  study  of  medical  and  surgical  science  during  a 
period  of  four  years,  and  that  during  the  aforesaid 
period  he  has  paned  at  least  three  years  in  some  Uni- 
versity or  medical  school,  approved  of  by  the  said 
Council;  and  that  he  has  attended  such  courses  df 
dissection,  such  dinical  and  other  lectures,  and  such 
hospital  practice,  and  has  passed  such  several  exami- 
nations before  the  Examining  Board  appointed  by  the 
'  taid  Council,  as  the  said  Council  shall  from  time  ta 
time  appoint." 

Our  meeting  considered  that  by  this  clause  all  in« 
strnction,  save  in  the  Metropolis,  or  in  regularly  con- 
stituted schools  elsewhere,  (which  must  always  he  few» 
and  will  never  remunerate  their  teachers,)  was  virtually 
ignored ;  and  they  thought  it  strange  that  a  committee, 
professedly  prorincial,  should  treat  provincial  practition- 
ers with  such  utter  contempt.  They  foresaw  that  this 
Bill,  should  it  become  law,  would  suppress  the  private 
practitioner  as  a  professional  instructor.  His  capa- 
bilities of  teaching  were  evidently  regarded  as  too 
despicable  even  to  be  contemplated.  Our  members 
thought  otherwise.  They  thought,  and  I  thought  with 
them,  that  the  three  or  four  years  tutelage  of  a  general 
practitioner,  is,  if  properly  used,  the  most  valuable  part 
of  a  general  practitioner's  education.  It  trains  a  youth 
to  habits  of  business,  it  teaches  him  to  regard  his  pro- 
fession as  a  practical  art,  instead  of  a  mere  interesting 
branch  of  natural  philos^hy.  It  requires  of  him  that 
whatever  knowledge  he  possesses  should  be  diligently- 
applied,  or,  if  he  does  not  so  apply  it,  forces  upon  him 
the  conviction  that  he  is  deemed  an  idler  or  a  coxoomh. 
I  will  assume  an  extreme  caSe  to  prove  that  there  is  no 
provincial  instruction  so  mean  but  that  a  pupil  might 
-T-and  would  if  it  were  required  of  him— 'learn  enough 
to,  enable  him  from  the  first,  to  comprehend  his  ia- 
structors  in  the  London  schools.  I  will  suppose  a  youth 
apprenticed  in  a  small  town  to  an  over-worked  master 
— ^the  medical  officer  of  a  sick-dub  or  a  parish.  In  the 
course  of  three  or  four  yean  he  might  acquire  consider- 
able knowledge  of  materia  medica,  thereapeutics,  and 
pharmacy.  He  might  acquire  the  elements  at  least  6i 
chemistry.  He  might  make  himself  a  good  osteologist. 
He  must  have  seen  a  little  surgery,  and  probably  a  good 
deal  of  the  practice  of  medicine— a  most  important  con- 
sideration, for  Hospital  practice  in  London,  except  in 
the  case  of  dressers  or  clinical  clerks,  or  students  who 
have  already  seen  much  practice,  is  of  little  worth. 
(Nowr  if-instead  of  neglecting  his  master's  service  and 
getting  into  mischief— to  w^cfa  his  imemployed  leisure 
tempts  him — he  had  occupied  these  three  cr  four  years 
in  such  studies  which  he  would  do  if  he  knew  that  a 
matriculation  examination  awaited  him,  and  whidi  be 
will  not  do  while  matters  remain  as  they  are— he  would 
enter  the  sdiools  so  prepared  to  imderstand  what  he 
there  might  see  and  hear^  as  to  return  after  two  winteta 
and  one  summer,  an  infinitely  more  trustworthy 
practitioaer  than  he  will  after  three  years  as  now 
proposed. 

The  following  resolution,  which  embodies  more  plain 
;|;ood  sense  on  medical  education  than  I  have  found  in  a 
century  of  wearisome  Incnbretions  on  that  contested 
subject,  we  owe  to  two  old  and  experienced  practidonen 
—men  by  no  means  adverse  to  reform,  but  not  inclined 
to  run  after  every  Will  o'the  Wisp  that  bears  its  name  :— 

*'That  the  following  alterations  and  additions  be 
recommended  in  clause  15:— That  'for  a  period  of 
four  yean '  be  substituted  '  for  a  i>eriod  of  not  Itss 
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.Ili^  five  yean';  and  that  the  fbUowing  regulation  be 
«dded-^Tu.y  that  no  popil  be  admitted  toan  tTuttenitT 
i>r  other  regular  School  of  Medicine  to  hear  Uetureg 
ludeeB  he  afaall  have  previonalj  ondergone  a  matricola- 
tion  eumioation  to  prove  that  he  poaaesaea  aufficiei^t 
.•demontary  professional  knowledge  to  enable  hite  to 
|»iofit  by  the  course  of  study  established  in  such  School 
or  Univeisity;  and  this  meeting  strongly  urges  this 
suggestion  upon  the  attention  of  the  Central  Council, 
«s  it  would  render  highly  profitable  a  period  of  time 
.too,  frequently  turned  to  little  account  in  the  acquire- 
ment of  knowledge,  practical  and  theoretiea!;\'*aad' 
would  also  prevent  the  necessity  6f  such  expenditure  c^ 
time  and  money  at  the  metropolitan  schools  as  is  oon- 
.templated  by  the  present  clause." 

That  no  preliminary  examination  should  have  been 
instituted  either  at  the  College  or  the  Hall,  but  that 
young  men  (who  are  nevertheless  assumed  by  Chese 
learned  bodies  to  be  utterly  ignorant)  shojild  be  requited 
to  attend  four  or  five  lectures  a  day — lectures  most 
painfully  elaborated  by  eminent  philosophers,  each 
devoting  hia  utmost  energies  to  his  single  subject,  and, 
in.  the  competition  of  the  schools,  eager  to  excel  his 
rivals  in  the  depth  and  rofinemenfeof  his'tSKhiog^s 
inexplicable,  unless  these  great'  eprpofttiens^  whilst 
gratifying  their  half-laudable  ambition^  whoDy  Igae 
wght  of  the  capacity  of  the  youth  they  have  under- 
tidcen  to  instruct. 

In  short,  although  not  the  subject  of  any  8|>ecial 
resolution,  the  whole  draft  itould  appear  to  have  b(!en 
regarded  by  our  meeting  as  the  puniest  of  the  dfTsprfug 
to  which  the  Medical  Refomi  movement  had  giVen 
birth.  It  stopped  just  where  the  necessity  for  legiA^'^ 
tion  begins.  It  opened  the  oommon  portal,  and  left  us 
to  grope  in  the  dark.  Up  to  an  equivalent  for  Ae 
Apothecaries'  licence  (of  wh^^  it  timidly  copied  each 
prejudice — ^venturing  only  tq^bandon  that  one  portion 
which  impYfes  some  suaU  confidence  in  us  rustics)  •  all 
was  clear  enough.  Henceforth  all  was  murky  or  void*. 
To  be  sure  there  was  the  charitable  fund — involved  in 
portentous  obscurity ;  and  thtf  registration  clauses  and 
their  penalties — excellent  it  was  admitted :  the  latter 
borrowed  without  acknowiedgment  from  Sir  Jam^ 
Graham's  repudiated  Bill.  But  his  Bill,  insolent  pni 
imjust  though  it  were^  did  really  contain  the  element^ 
of  practical  reform.  It  defined,  boldly  and  clearly, 
though  with  an  injuifoss  nomenclature,  the  various 
grades  of  the  profeasioa  $  and  provided  that  title  and 
position  should  bear  their  due  relation  to  education  and 
fu^uirement.  It  forbad  thai  anyrman  should  go  forth 
with  the  higest  title,  because  he  had  not  afibided  the 
time,  the  labour,  or  the  cosj^  required  for  the  loweat ; 
nor  would  it  tolerate  ^at  any  two  practitioners  should 
obtain  the  same  degree,  the  one  after  the -very  highest^' 
the  other  after  the  very  lowest  possible  course  of  instruc- 
tion. It  annihilated  cheap  schods  and  shabby  bonars. 
Perhaps  the  Committee  fieared  to  follow  it  in  such  is^ 
matters,  and  so  their  Draft  Bill  tuioed  out  oeitkev/ 
deferential,  nor  original,  nor  rash,  but  simply  con- 
temptible. 

It  was  indeed  conjectured  that  this  might  be  intended 
only  as  the  first  instalment  of  medical  reform.  If  it 
-were  so,  ask  yourselves  how  often  the  Legislature  is 
likely  to  endure  the  occupation  of  its  time  by  our  ill- 
digested  schemes.  Woidd  you  ascertain  how  light  is 
the  weight  of  our  hifitieQce,  political  or  personal?  Let 
me  point  your  attention,  however  distasteful  it  may  be, 
to  the  Union  board-room,  and  all  the  indignities  heapad 
there  on  our  professional  brethren.  If  personal  ch«t^• 
«cter,  if  the  sympathy  of  guardian%  who  are  neighbour, 
and,  it  maybe,  friends  and  patients.  Cannot  defend  from 
these  wrongs,  what,  suppose  you,  will  the  nation  care 
for  the  conflicting  opinions  of  the  ten  thousand  indi- 
viduals, ^ttered  as  they  are  throughout  the  land,  who 
make  up  that  ill-compacted  entity — the  medical  pro- 
fession? 


There  are  indeed  some  few  members  of  that  jmfiBs- 
sion,  who,  trained  in  public  schools  and  Urnmsitiei, 
are  regarded  by  the  dass  whence  our  legidators  an 
supplied,  as  personal  friends. '  Yet,  unhappily,  apinit 
these  men,'  whose  position  in  society  raises  them  above 
the  base  ieuid  wicked  spirit  of  hostile  rivalry,  no  paiai 
have  been  spared  to  stir  up  our  jealoiisr,  and  to  iaotate 
the  ffreat  body  of  practitioners  from  those  who  alone 
oould  obtain  a  hearing  or  would  dare  to  ask  it 

Should  this  Draft- BiU  die  a  natural  death,  as  I  np- 
pose  it  will,  I  trust  the  profession  at  large  will  take  up 
«)nnder  and  wider  views  of  Medical  Reform.  I  hope 
they  will  insist  on  a  very  different  cdurse  of  instmctioa 
from  the  over-be-lectured  system  of  the  College  snd 
tiie  Han ;  that  they  will  require,  previoos  to  examina- 
tion, some  sort  of  experience — ^less  ambitious,  bat  more 
instructive — than  that  obtained  by  the  dense  mob  of 
yoiitha — students  they  are  called — ^who  trot  roond  tbs 
wards  of  the  Metropolitan  Hospitals  at  the  heels  of 
some  distinguished  teacher,  and  pay  for  their  exeron  « 
as  *'  medical  practsoe ;"  and  that  they  demand  oq  behalf 
Iff  the  candidates  that  they  be  examined  by  pnotsl 
papers,  and  give  their  answera  in  writing,  aiid  be  no 
longer  subjected,  as  is  commonly  reporteid,  snd  I  ter 
in  some  feW  iMtanoes  with  truth,  to  the  pettiahnesar 
rudeness  ofvhd  voce  examinations;  and  hotly,  sod 
'l^ve  all,  that  the  title  borne  should  be  some  gnaraatee 
to  the  public  of  the  value  of  the  man  who  bears  it 

But  neither  the  Committee  who  drew  up  this  BID, 
nor  the  Ipreat  medical  corporations,  but  reformers  thsa- 
selvea  are  those  whom  in  this  matter  I  would  cbieflf 
blam^.  It  has  happened  that  very  ordinary  perami 
have  taken  credit  for  accompliahments,  which  tliej  did 
ttot  themselves  possess,  but  noisily  demanding  thoa 
from 'Others — '' enlarge  the  curriculum,  elefate  the 
standard,  increase  the  difficulty,  and  raise  onrprofeaaoa 
in  the  scide  of  society" — such  has  been  their  orj.  Be 
not  deceived.  The  world  is  a  shrewd  world,  andbxm 
well — for  the  knowledge  has  unhappily  been  forced 
upon  it — that'  natural  science  does  not  necessarily  fbna 
the  character  of  a  gentleman.  It  knows— for  it  has 
been  made  to  feel — that  vulgarity  of  manners,  ooarn- 
ness  of  language,  and  laxity  of  morals,  may  oooflA 
with  high  professional  eminence.  It  is  a  shrewd  world 
which  hates  pretence,  and  despises  pedantry,  and  carei 
not  a  rush,  and  will  not  pay, us  for  any  merely  cnriooi 
philosophy,  but  only  as  it  W  direct  reference  to  oir 
ability  in  treating  sickness.  It  discriminates  our  Tariou 
circumstances^  and  metes  out  its  licence  to  eachuM^- 
vidual  with  practised  sagacity — fi>r  the  world  is  migb^ 
(Mucticsl.  The  physiciah'of  prolonged  education  and 
varied  attainments,  who  ponders  comfortably  in  a  wdl- 
faung  chaript,  who  makes  a  fine  income,  and  has  leisan 
•still,  may  cultivate  his  botany  with  none  to  blame— ia 
him  it  is  science.  But  conceive  the  blank  astonisbmoit 
of  the  burly  yeoman  who  should  detect  his  own  doctor 
|>re6nming  to  waste  ah  hour  on  picking  weeds— in  hoi 
it  were  nonsense  or  idleness,'  or  Worse. 

But,  if  these  scientific  superft^iiies  will  not  raise  as  ia 
the  social  scale,  I  can  teiry^u  what  will  lower  m; 
to  speak  ungenerously  of  oui^  prof^ional  neighboor— to 
carp  at  his  practice-^o'snear  at  his  knowledge— 
to  aggravate  his  errors — ^to  calumniate  his  character-^ 
underbid  hink  in  competition — ^to  retain  practice,  which 
annoys  ourselves,  lest  a  younger,  or  less  fortupf^ffU 
might  succeed  to  it — and  to  keep  poaseasion,  if  we  caa, 
of  any  chance  patient  whom  his  ilhiesa,  or  his  ahseoo^ 
might  have  cast  upon  our  hands. 

Mr.  James  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  'PnaM, 
ibr  his  excellent  address,  expressfng  his  conviction  that 
the  meeting  would  agree  with  him,  that  it  desenain; 
more  than  a  common  meed  of  praise. 

Mr.  PiuDHAM  briefly  seconded  the  resolution,  wfaidi« 
was  carried  by  acclamation. 

Mr.  Pridham  then,  in  an  address  of  some  leagthr 
commented  upon  the  proposed  Medical  Reform  9iU» 
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adbpting and  enforcingthe  Tiew  which  had  heen  taken 
of  that  measure  in  theTreeident'B  addren.     He  showed, 
Itf  Gopions  extracts  from  the  Joumalt  that  the  authors 
^tx  the  measure  were  by  no  means  justified  in  saying, 
4hat  it  had  been  **  enthusiastically"  or  even  unanimoualy* 
4Pe]oomed  by  the  profession.    He  contended  that  it  was 
eharacterised  by  a  complete  disregard  of  the  opinions, 
the  interests,  and  the  feelings  of  the  proTincial  prac- 
titioner; dwelt  especially  upon  the  defective  nature  of 
its  provisions  for  preliminary  training ;  condemned,  as 
injurious  to  the  public  as  well  as  the  profession,  the 
4>roposal  to  ignore  the  period  of  apprentaoeship,  and  so 
to  deprive  the  youthful  student  of  the  great  advantage 
which  such  apprenticeship  conferred  upon  him;   and 
concluded  by  proposing  the  appointment  of  a  small 
'  Committee,  to  confer  with  the  Committee  on  the  Bill, 
•'  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  what  their  intentions  were,' 
«  and  what  modification  it  might  be  possible  to  make  in 
its  provisions. 

Mr.  Jambs  seconded  the  resolution  which  had  been 
proposed  by  Mr.  Pridham,  believing  that  the  connei 
which  he  suggested  was  the  best  that  he  could  take. 
He  might  be  asked  why,  if  he  objected  to  the  Bill,  he 
had  not  stated  his  objections  at  the  general  meeting  at 
Oxford,  where  he  attended,  with  several  gentlraien 
whom  he  had  the  plesaure  of  seeing  now  present  ?  JiU» 
answer  was,  that  he  saw  that  the  feeling  at  that  meeting 
was  so  strong,  that  it  was  no  use  to  object ;  and  he  had 
.also  stated  his.  objections  previously,  Whoi  i^pplied  to 
by  Sir  Charles  Hastings,  in  the  spring,  to  attend  a 
deputation  which  was  intended  to  wait  on  Sir  George 
-Cbiey,  on  the  'subject  of  the  BUI,  he  had  informed  him 
•that,  willing  as  he  should  be  to  eapport  him  on  al) 
occssions  in  which  he  could  concur,  he  could  not  concur 
with  him  in  reference  to  this  Bill.  He  had  pointed  out 
to  him  the  evil  which  he  thought  would  arise  from 
calling  again  into  existence  the  old  apothecsiy,  and  he 
^was  sure  that,  unless  it  were  much  altered,  that  would 
be  its  inevitable  effect.  He  believed  that,  by  rephtcing 
ihe  old  apothecary,  the  Bill  would  do  great  damage  to 
the  profession  and  to  the  community.  The  Bill  it  was 
true  contamed  penalties,  quHe  sufficient,  if  they  were 
enforced,  to  guard  against  druggists  practising  as  apotbe- 
-caries,  but  how  were  these  penidties  to  be  made  available 
for  that  purpose?  Was  he  to  become  an  informer 
against  the  drnggbt  so  practising?    Was  there  any 

Sntlenum  in  that  room  Who  would  consent  to  do  it  ? 
e  was  sure  there  was  not.  There  was,  however,  a 
-way  in  which  the  machinery  provided  by  this  Bill  might 
be  tamed  to  account  for  this  purpose,  provided  its 
'lArovisions  were  altered.  Tlte  Bill  proposed  that  there 
ahonld  be  a  Registrar,  and  that  an  annual  fee  should  be 
paid  by  every  member  of  the  profession.  But  bow 
was  the  money,  when  contributed,  to  be  disposed  of? 
Kobo4y  knew  how,  or  by  whom,  or  for  what  purposes. 
■Now  it  seemed  to  him  that  if,  in  addition  to  the  Begis- 
timt,  sub-Registrars  were  appointed,  in  all  parts  of  the 
•eountry,  who  should  be  paid  officers,  and  whose  daty 
it  should  be  to  inquin^  .into  all  cases  of  inegular 
practice,  within  their  partiqilar  districts,  and  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  for  their  jepression,  it  would  be  the 
means  of  giving  an  essential  protection  to  the  pro- 
Ifaaaion.  He  agreed  with  those  who  thought  that  the 
Bill,  in  its  present  shape,  would  biing  the  profession, 
tliroughont  the  country,  more  and  more  under  the 
government  of  the  metropolitan  practitioners*  He  had 
the  highest  respect  for  those  gentlemen,  and  believed 
4hat  they  were  animated'  now  by  a  more  liberal  spirit 
Asn  they  had  ever  been.before,  but  he  thought  that  it 
wns  due  to  the  provincial  practitioners  that  they  should  by 
^Miy  and  effectively  represented  in  any  Council  by  which 
the  whole  body  of  the  profession  was  to  be  governed. 
.  Now  what  did  this  Bill  propose  to  do  ?  It  provided 
tor  a  Council  to  consist  of  certain  ex  officio  members, 
and  of  six  members  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  six 
jncmbcrs  of  the  Coll^  of  Surgeons,  and  six  members 


to  !|6  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  Stats.  But 
was  to  be  the  remuneration?  Three  guineas  a  day. 
And  he  would  ask  whetiier  there  was  any  practitioner  in 
Devronshire,  or  in  the  north  of  England,  or  in  .any 
.  district  at  a  ^tanoe  iirom  the  metropolis,  who  wouldy 
or  could,  go  up  to  London,  to  attend  the  meetings  of 
the  Counol,  for  three  guineas  a  day  ?  (Hear,  hear.) 
Therefore,  he  repeated,  the  practical  effect  of  this  measure 
would  be,  to  oonoentrate  in  London,  and  the  immediata 
,  neighbourhood,  the  whole  government  of  the  nrofosskm. 
^IGU  had  never  omitted  any  opportunity  of  insisting, 
thatr  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  of  necessity,  the  provinces 
should  have  a  feir  share  in  the  representation,  as  well 
as  the  metropolis.  He  had  done  it  in  thia  dty  when 
he  had  the  honour  to  be  PKsident;  he  had  done  it  in 
Liverpool;  and  he  had  done  it  in  London  two  yean 
jigo,  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  CoUege,  when  he  was 
called  on  to  respond  to  the  toast  of  "The  Provincial 
Surgeons."'  He  felt  that  it  was,  at  this  moment,  more 
than  ever  important  that  these  views  should  be  pressed, 
and  he  knew  of  no  better  way  than  that  which  Mr. 
PridhMn  had  suggested,  of  appointing  a  Committee  to 
confer  wUh  thoaa  to  whose  hands  the  matter  had  been 
entrusted  by  tho  general  meeting  of  the  Association. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  passed,  and  Mr. 
Pridham  having  suggested  that  the  Committee  should 
Consist  of  two  physidanB,  two  surgeons,  and  two  meol- 
bert  of  the  Apotheoariee*  Company,  the  foUowing 
gentleoaen  ware  named:— Dr.  Pennell,  Dr.  Shapter, 
Mr.  Barnes,  Mr.  James,  Mr.  De  la  Garde,  Mr. 
Pridham.  Dr.  Shapter  was  xteqnested  to  accept  the 
pffioa  of  Chairman.  * 

Proposed  by  Mr.^  KftnswiiL,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Bvanovcni,  and  carried  unanimously, —'' That  the 
next  annoal  meeting  be  held  at  Torquay." 

Propoaed  by  Mr.  Pbidha|«,  seconded  by  Mr. 
AppLnoN,  and  carried  unanimously,— "  That  fiaruch 
Teogood,  Esq.,  <^  Torquay,  be  the  President-Elect." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  MAnnair,  and  seconded  by  Mr* 
BuKROUOB,  and  carried  unanimously, — '*That  Dr« 
Klngdon  be  .  requested  to  continue  his  invalaabls 
tervices  as  Secretary."    • 

''l^t>posed  by  Dr.  Kanb,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
'GooDKiDOB,  and  carried  unanimously, — "lliat  Mr« 
Fuge,  Dr.  Tetley,  Dr.  Btaak,  Mr.  Square,  and 
Mr.  Hontar,  be  the  new  membeia  of  the  Council,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Toogood,  Mr.  Elliott,  Blr.  Gillard, 
Mr.  Puddicombe,  and  BIr.  John  Elliott,  who  retire 
according  to  Rule  17." 

In  the  oourse  of  the  diseussion,  Mr.  Prioham  paid 
a  graoefnl  tribute  to  the  eminent  ability  and  high 
character  of  Dr.  Bbu^kall,  which  was  warmly  seconded 
*by  the  President,  and  cordially  received  by  the  meeting. 
/About  forty  gentlemen  sat  down  to  dinner  at  Pratt's 
LwBdon  inn ;  and  the  evening  terminated  with  a  moft 
agreeable  eemwrMifoii/at  Dr.  Shapters. 


EPIDBMlOLOaiCAL  SOCIETY. 


At  the  last  ordinary  meeting  of  this  Society,  hdd  «t 
the  House  of  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chimrgieal 
Society,  on  Monday  the  2nd  ulL,  a  paper  "  On  th» 
Influence  of  Hill  Climate  in  India  on  European 
Raiments,"  transmitted  from  India  by  Surgeon  Super* 
intending  Corbyn,  andoommunicated  by  Lieut.  Colonel 
Sykes,  V.P.R.S.,  was  lead  by  Dr.  Mc  William,  Hon, 
Sec. 

The  oloecU  of  this  interesting  paper,  which  was 
illostnted  by  statistical  and  meteorological  Ubles,  was  to 
show  that  in  India  the  elevated  regions  do  not  possess 
those  superior  advantages  in  point  of  health  over  the 
phuns,  which  are  generally  ascribed  to  them ;   and  that 
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the  mortaUty  innong  European  regunents  freqnenfly 
increases  in  conseqaenoe  of  a  remoral  from  the  plains 
to  these  <*  Hills  Sanatoria." 

Hie  length  of  time  occnpied  In  the  reading  of  the 
paper  prednded  all  possibility  of  its  being  discussed  by 
.the  meeting,  which  was  the  more  to  be  regretted  as 
there  were  some  gentlemen  present  who  had  served  in 
the  high,  as  well  as  in  the  low  lands  of  India,  whose 
opinions  regarding  the  peculiar  views  contained  in  this 
paper  it  would  have  been  important  to  ascertain.  Tfie 
Society  will  resume  its  meetings  on  the  first  Monday, in 
November. 


(timspDDlteitit* 


ON  THE  CASE   OF  DOUBLE    AMPUTATION 
REPORTED  BY  "NIL  DESPBRANDUM." 

7b  tJki  BdUor  qf  ih»  ProffineUa  Mtdieal  mid  Surgical 
Journal, 

Sir,— In  answer  to  Mr.  Lawrence's  comSiunication, 
inquiring  why  chloroform  was  not  administered  in  the 
case  of  double  amputation  I  reported  in  your  Journal, 
I  have  to  state  that  the  question  was  considered  by  the 
surgeons  of  the  infirmary  in  consultation,  but  from 
their  not  being  decided  on  iht  point,  whether  chloroform 
does  not  add  to  the  coUapse  in  cases  of  iijury  that 
inquire  amputation,  it  was  not  given.  A  man  who 
mnderwent  double  amputation  lately  in  the  Bristol 
Infirmary  took  chlavoform,  but  he  did  not  recover^ 
Tlie  case  is  as  follows: — ^An engine  driver,  a  yonng 
akn,  was  admitted  August  Srd,  1852,  under  Mr. 
Green,  at  four  o'docic,  p.m.  He  quitted  his  engine  to 
sluft  the  points,  but  on  attempting  to  ascend  he  missed 
his  footmg  and  fell  on  the  rails,  the  engine  passing  over 
both  legs.  The  right  limb  was  crushed  and  lacented 
from  the  npper-third  of  the  thigh,  to  within  a  shoit 
dittaaoe  of  the  ankle^oint.  The  injury  of  the  left  limb 
was  confined  to  the  lower-third  of  the  leg,  involving  the 
ankle-joint  and  splintering  the  tibia;  the  foot  was  only 
aitached  to  the  leg  by  the  soft  parte  posteriorly.  He 
was  much  depressed  on  admission;  brandy  to  be  given 
frequently.  At  half-past  seven,  p.ic.,  re-action  was  folly 
ertablisbed,  his  pulse  was  good,  the  skin  was  warm,  and 
be  had  become  impatient  of  pain.  It  waa  considered  that 
be  was  able  to  bear  the  operation.  Chloroform  was 
inhaled,  and  Mr.  Green  removed  the  right  thigh  at  Hie 
vpper-third  by  the  cirenlar  method.  Before  the  operd- 
tion  was  completed,  the  pulse  became  very  weak.  Mr. 
Green  ordered  that  the  chloroform  should  be  discon- 
tinned,  it  being  his  opmion  that  in  cases  of  extreme 
eoflapse,  it  has  an  un&vourable  influence.  Brandy  was 
^tbflki  freely  given,  and  ammonia  inhaled,  by  whidi  means 
Us  powers  revived.  Mr.  Green  then  ranoved  the  left 
leg  at  the  npper-third  by  the  dicular  method.  Daring 
this  time  he  was  unconscious,  but  restless,  the  pulse 
sinking  to  a  very  low  ebb,  unless  brandy  was  almost 
eonstantly  being  given.  At  the  completion  of  the 
operation  he  was  greatly  collapaed  and  insensible.  He 
M  not  speak  from  this  time  up  to  his  death,  whidi 
occurred  at  six  o'doek,  a.m.,  tiie  following  moraing. 
It  is,  of  course,  difficult  to  say  what  amount  of  collapse 
is  due  to  the  operation,  and  what  to  the  diloroform;  it 
iaapoint  that  can  only  be  determined  by  thecareAU 


observation  and  comparison  of  a  great  number  of  am^ 
in  which  the  agent  is,  and  is  not  given.  The  imprenon 
left  on  the  minds  of  two  of  the  surgeons  who  vwe 
present  at  the  operation  I  have  related  wu,--ltat 
diloroform  was  prejudicial,  and  which  was  strBngfiumi 
on  comparing  it  with  that  of  Fkulkner,  who  wsi  moia 
depressed,  and  who  underwent  a  more  severe  operatkm— 
viz.,  that  of  both  thighs.  I  know  that  this  opiaionis 
contrary  to  that  most  generally  held ;  but  either  tihe 
one  or  the  other  opinion  can  only  be  supported  by  the 
result  of  cases. 

I  see  in  Mr.  Cole's  work  "  On  Military  Surgery  fai 
the  Punjaub/'  (lately  published)  that  he  spesfai  noit 
decidedly  against  the  employment  of  diloiefiirm  la 
amputations  for  injuries.  It  would  be  iBteMstiag  t» 
know  from  Mr.  Lawrence  the  particnlars  of  his  CML> 
I  remain,  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

<«  NIL  DESPERANDUM." 

Bristol,  August  11, 1852. 
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7b  ike  Members  rf  ike  Proofneial  Medical  ati 
SurffieaX  Ateoeiaium, 

GB11TI.B1CXN,— I  beg  most  respeetlvlly  to  caUyMT 
^  attention  to  various  pointe  in  the  management  of  Ae 
Association  which  seem  to  demand  a  reform. 

I  will  mention  only  one  in  the  present  number  of  tibe 
Journal:  it  is,  the  great  disproportion  in  thenlatiie 
number  of  the  Presidente  chosen  firom  Phyridiaa  adl 
Surgeons. 

I  give  the  names  of  all  the  Presidente  firom  tiie  for* 
mation  of  the  Assodatioo,  with  their  lespectiTe  jmn 
of  office.  You  will  find  the  printed  list  from  which  if  ii^ 
derived  (except  the  four  last  Presidente)  at  psge  401r 
of  the  17th  Vdnme  of  our  "  Transactions." 


^^  #plf wvwMePSve 

Dr.  Johnstone ...  1832-3 

Mr.  JaoM        .^  18013 

Dr.  Carrick      ...  1853-4 

Mr.  Hay          ...  184M 

Dr.  Johnstone ...  1834-5 

Dr.  Croaeo       ...  IMsm 

Dr.  Kidd          ...  1835-6 

Mr.NonMn    ...  184W 

Dr.  Holme       ...  1836-7 

Dr.  Boisragon  ...  1837-8 

Dr.  Bariow       ...  1838-9 

Dr.  Jdfreys      ...  1839-40 

Dr.  Steed         ...  1840-1 

Dr.  Goldie       ...  1841-2 

Dr.  Robertson ...  1844-5 

Dr.  PaveU        ...  1845-6  ' 

'•- 

Dr.Ueygate     ...1847-8 

Dr.  Hastings    ...  1849-50 

Dr.  Homer      ...  1850-1 

Dr.  Jenks        ...  1851-2 

Dr.  Ogle          ...  1852-3 

Dr.  Bird          ...  1853-4 
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Totsl  number  of  Physicians 
Ditto  Surgeons 


I  have  included  Dr.  Crosse  among  the 
because  he  was  known  chiefly  as  a  surgeott. 

For  the  first  ten  years  no  surgeon  was  cieetod  FMll- 
dent.  If  Dr.  Crosse  were  added  Ao  tiie  physidM 
then  rather  more  tiiaa  seven  physidana  have  been  tbom 
to  one  surgeon. 


TREATMENT  OF  A  VOOBJjkW  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 


m 


I  need  not  Mk  whether  this  ia  fair.  I  do  ask,  how- 
-enr,  all  the  members  of  the  Association,  and  the 
physicians  espedallj,  to  take  this  very  important 
question  into  their  immediate  consideration,  with  a  view 
to  its  correction  bgr  an  alteration  of  the  sixth  law,  if 
neonsary.     ^ 

(I  shall  be  glad  to  recdve  any  saggestions. 

SAMUEL  CROMPTON. 

3,  Cavendish.  Place,  Manchester^ 
August  25,  J  852. 

[The  sixth  law  letves  the  matter  at  the  option  of  the 
anniversary  meeting,  who  hav^  always  elected  the 
gentleman  fixed  upon  by  the  Local  Coandl. — Ed.  J.] 


TREATMENT  OP  A  POOR-LAW  MEDICAL 
OFFICER. 


TotUBHiors  qf  ik9  Promnemi  Mtdieul  tmd  Sm^ffic^ 

Journal. 

SiK,— "^^11  yon  oblige  me  by  hiserting  the  following 

statement  in  the  next  number  of  yonr  journal,  in  order 

that  the  medical  profession  and  the  public  -may  be 

informed  in  what  manner  a  Board  of  Guaijctians  m  the 

vwest  of  England  can  treat  a  Poor-Law  Medical  Officer  ? 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
JOHN  CROUCH,  M.R.C.S.,  M.S.A. 
Braton,  Somerset,  August  14,  1852, 


On  the  29th  of  December,  1851,  an  order,  mgned  by 
^the  relieving  officer,  was  left  at  my  residence,  requesting 
iny  attendance  on  Mary  White,  a  pauper,  of  Evercreech, 
nearly  four  miles  distant,  who  was  stated  to  be  in 
labour.    As  a  previous  professional  engagement  pre- 
Tented  my  attending,  I  requested  my  quaHfied  assistant 
to  go  without  delay.    He  went,  and  arrived  at  the 
patient's  house  before  the    messenger  had  returned 
liome.    His  presence  was  little  required,  as  the  labour 
Bad  scarcely  commenced,  the  mouth  of  the  womb  not 
being  larger  than  a  sixpence.     It  was  the  extremely 
weak  and  half-starved  appearance  of  the  pauper  that 
induced  him  to  remain  in  attendance.    At  two  oclock, 
T.M.,  flooding  first  took  place,  and  upon  a  further 
axmnination  it  was  ascertained  that  there  was  an  after- 
birth presentation.    Hie  pains  having  ceased,  my  assist- 
-mnt  immediately  gave  the  ergot  of  rye,  plugged  the  vagina 
'-to  restrain  the  hemorrhage,  and  sent  a  man  on  horseback 
•toNme,  requesting  a  consultation.    The  messenger  came 
•through    Bruton    to   me,  at    Castle,  the  distance  of 
■even  miles,  where  I  had  gone  to  assist  a  neighbouring 
practitioner  in  the  amputation  of  an  arm.    As  the 
-operation  was  urgently  required,  I  was  unable  to  leave, 
Jmt  durected  that  a  carriage  should  be  hired,  as  quickly 
a^r  possible,  and  that  my^able  and  ezperioiced  friend 
Mr.  Stockwell,  should  be  requested  to  go  to  Mary  White. 
Mr.  Stockwell  arrived  at  Evercreech  between  four  and 
^1^  o'clock.     He  found  the  patient  in  a  very  low  con- 
€lition,  but  the  hemorrhage  had  ceased.    He  remained 
niiTly  thi;ee  quarters  of  an  hour  ip  consultation  with  my 
Afsistqnt.    The  flooding  did  not  return  during  his  visit. 
Jt  -was  agreed  that  the  patient  should  be  constantly 
.supplied  with  stimulants  and  nourishment,  and  if  the 


flooding  should  return,  my  assistant  was  to  torn  tbi 
ehild  and  deliver  the  woman.  I  proceeded  to  Evercreedi 
between  five  and  six  o'clock,  and  met  Mr.  Stockwell 
on  the  road.  We  consulted  on  the  case,  which  he  con* 
sidered  a  most  dangerous  one,  and  that  the  patient» 
when  he  saw  her,  was  too  weak  to  undergo  the  operas 
tlon  of  turning,  but  if  the  flooding  returned,  he  advised 
me  to  deliver  the  woman  as  a  last  resource.  When  t 
arrived  the  hssmorrhage  had  just  began  to  retttm^  and 
lit  was  clear  that  if  the  operation  of  turning  #ere  nol 
performed,  the  woman  would  die  undelivered.  Ai 
there  had  been  no  labour  pains  since  the  flooding  had 
commenced,  the  mouth  of  the  womb  was  not  so  largo 
as  half  a  crown,  and  it  required  no  little  trouble  and 
difficulty  gradually  to  dilate  the  opening  and  introduoo 
my  hand.  After  kneeling  from  twenty  minutes  to  half 
an  hour  on  the  stone  floor  of  a  dirty  cottage,  the  child 
and  after-birth  were  brought  away  in  the  usual  manner* 
Tlie  woman  did  not  survive  the  operation  mor^  than 
three  quarters  of  an  hour.  It  is  right  to  state  here^ 
that  the  patient,  before  her  confinement,  was  so  weak 
in  body  and  depressed  in  spirits,  f^m  consumption  and 
other  causes  of  a  mental  nature,  that  in  all  probability 
she  would  scarcely  have  survived  natural  labour.  Her 
doom  was  sealed  as  soon  as  the  flooding  oommenoedf 
and  no  skill  could  have  saved  her  life. 

Hie  following  week  my  account  was  forwarded,  aft 
■  ^^Hua,  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  containing  a  diaigd 
of  two  pounds  fbr  the  case,  including  the  nine  honnT 
attendance  of  my  qualified  assistant,  Mr.  StockweUV 
journey  and  consultation,  and  the  performance  of  a 
difficult  obstetiic  operation  by  myself.  ; 

Irhis  enlightened  Board  of  Guardians  refused  to  allow 
file  above  fee,  and  with  their  accustomed  generosit]^ 
offiired  me  the  sum  of  ten  shillings !  I  appealed  to  the 
Fbor-Law  Board,  who,  after  communicating  with  the 
BUepton  Mallet  Board  of  Guardians,  received  f^m  the 
letter  the  following  tmthful  and  intelligent  letter :—     ' 

SlMptim  Halkt,  lltk  Febn«r,  ISIS. 

Mt  Lonns  and  Gbmtuisbv,— I  am  directed  to 
arf^mowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter.  No.  3006,  dated 
the  27tli  ult,  containing  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to 
you  by  Mr.  Crouch,  Medical  Officer,  with  reference  to  • 
disallowance  m  {He)  his  charge  for  attending  Mary 
White  hi  her  confinement.  I  am  instructed  to  static 
thfijt  the  Board  of  Guardians,  on  receipt  of  the  letter 
reSerfed  to,  gave  directions  to  their  ReUeving  Officer, 
Mr.  Bown,  to  make  inquiries  rel^Jive  to  the  case,  and 
report  thereon.  The  following  facts  were  stated  by  him 
to  the  Board  at  their  meeting  of  the  10th  instant  :— 

i*  Mr.  Crouch  was  from  home  when  the  order  for 
attendance  on  the  woman  (which  was  obtained  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  moniing,)  was  left  at  his  lesidenoe,  thai; 
his  assistant  attended  the  case«  but  that  he  could  do 
nothing  to  relieve  the  patient,  she  was,  therefore, 
obliged  to  remain  without  medical  assistance  until  Mr. 
Crouch  returned  home,  which  was  not  till  seven  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  when  the  operation  described  in  Mr. 
Crouch's  letter,  took  place,  but  without  any  beneficial 
result,  the  poor  woman'  having  died  shortly  after.  I 
am  to  state,  that  the  Guardians  are  of  opinion,  that  had 
the  patient  had  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Crouch  at  an 
earlier  period,  her  life  might  have  been  spared.  I  am 
instructed  to  add  that,  as  a  general  rule,  the  Guardians 
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10b.  raffident  for  midwifery  feei.  and  ihej  are 
of  opioion  that  in  tfaia  caae  Mr.  Crouch  is  not  entitled 
to  a  higher  fee." 

^  I  hate  the  honour,  &e. 

(Signed)  for  Q.  M^  Mackay. 
J.  TsoMAa. 


In  reply  to  the  abore  libeUona  pfodnefeion,  I  informed 
<he  Poor-Law  Board,  that  not  only  were  its  oontenta 
aunifesily  untrue,  bnt  that  they  were  contrary  to  uktk 
una  atatkl  to  tiie  Gnardiana  by  their  own  Believiog 
Officer,  Mr.  Bown. 

The  Board  of  Gaardiana  ttill  reftiaed  to  pay  move 
flian  ten  shillings,  although  the  Poor-lAW  Board  hpiem 
neommended  them  to  reconsider  their  dedsion«  and 
although  the  meaning  of  the  order  is  so  dear  that  <'he 
who  runs  may  read^"  The  order  is  as  follows^-* 
**  ftoTided  that  in  any  special  case  in  which  great  diffi.' 
culty  may  have  occurred  in  tlie  deUvery,  any  district 
medical  officer  thaU  recdre  the  sum  of  two  pounds." 

The  Poor-Law  Board  having  intimated  ''that  it  wan 
open  to  me  to  take  proceedings  in  the  County  Coast 
Ugainst  the  Guardians  of  the  Shepton  Mallet  Uniest  for 
the  reoorery  of  a  fee  for  my  attendance  on  Mary  White," 
on  the  3l8t  of  July  last,  the  Chairman,  Yioe-Chainaan, 
and  Clerk  of  the  Union,  were  snmmoned  to  the  Coua^ 
Court  at  Wells. 

After  Mr.  Stockwell  and  myself  had  given  evideftte: 
that  the  case  of  Mary  White  was  a  rare  and  diffietdt 
one,  an  abortive  attempt  was  made  by  tlie  defendants 
to  prove  that  there  was  a  want  of  skill  on  the  part  of 
my  assistant,  great  neglect  on  my  side,  and  also  that  it 
was  not  a  difficult  case,  llieir  witoesses  consisted  of  a 
medical  man,  who  knew  nothing  of  the  nature  of  tho 
case  liefore  he  entered  the  Court,  and  of  an  old  woman, 
who  was  not  even  a  vilhge  midwife,  and  had  never  con^ 
llneci  a  penon  in  her  life.  Both  of  these  gave  eviilltoi 
distinctly  m  my  fevour. 

Hie  Judge  of  the  Court,  who  eihibited  on  the 
non  his  usual  acumen,  conduded  the  case  by  mying,— 
'*  nere  is  no  defence  whatever  to  tiiis  action.  The 
plaintiir  must  have  his  two  pounds  s  and  it  would  have 
been  more  creditable  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  if  they 
liad  consulted  Mr.  Stockwell  about  the  nature  of  the 
case,  instead  of  sending  for  an  ignorant  old  woman, 
who  scarcely  knew  her  right  hand  from  her  left,  and 
whose  only  dear  idea  is,  that  die  lias  had  a  Iai%e^ 
fomily  without  mudi  difloiky  or  trouMe.*'         "  '''^   "^ 

P.S.  The  aboVe'flbts  speak  for  themsdves, 
require  on  my  part  no  further  oommsDfc» 


surdy  unnecessaiy  to  say  anything  that  might  be  i 
strued  into  an  insinuation  of  improper  motives  on  thr 
part  of  Mr.  Toynbee,  so  little,  if  anything,  having  besn- 
done  to  justify  such  inuendoes. 

The  hackneyed  proverb,  that  '*  tlioae  who  hivo  , 
glass  windows  should  not  throw  stones,"  rtOl  Malna  iM 
force;  and  the  prefesnon  generally,  I  think,  will 
acarcdy  acquit  Mr.  Yearsley  of  the  very  fenlt  which  h» 
seems  to  Insinuate  agauist  Mr.  Toynbee.  Very  few 
iodeed  wittheof  opinion  that  the  mode  of  obtaining. 
notoriety  adopted  by  Mr.  Toynbee  on  flie  occadom* 
aUuded  to,  was  otherwise  than  perfectly  UpOamke; 
whidi  I  think  ia  more  than  can  be  said  of  a  litOa  book 
of  Mr.  Yeardey's  entitled  "Deafioem"  fee,  which  I 
have  met  with  in  the  hands  Qinomfi  of  my  patienta.  It 
is  unnecessary  here  to  allude  to  other  instences  of  the 
kind,  and  had  Mr.  Yeardey  absteined  from  writing  in  • 
manner  savouring  too  much  of  profesdonal  jeahiaay,  no 
,one,  I  presume,  would  have  comphuned  of  hia  prefetilug 
his  own  bantling  to  that  of  his  ndghbour.  In  con* 
dudon  I  have  to  my  that  I  am  penonaHy  mdmown  to* 
either  gentleman. 

I  rwndn,  Sur,  yonr  obedient  Servant^ 

Bristol,  August  28.  PAIR  PLAY* 

P.S. — I  endose  my  card. 


fm%n  f  tf  artmiit. 

PKANCB. 
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MR.  TOYKBEE'S  NEW  AUBAL  APPARATUS. 

7b  ike  RtHiw  ^f  iht  Prwineial  MmUeal  tmd  Surgical 
Jownal, 
8ni,— If  Mr.  Yearsley  had  attended  the  late  meeting 
at  Oxford,  he  would,  donbtleas,  have  been  quite  at 
liberty  to  have  stated  any  ofcQection  he  might  entertain 
to  the  instrument  proposed  by  Mr.  Toynbee  for 
nlieving  perforation  of  the  membraaa  tympani,  pro- 
vided that  he  avoided  any  personal  discourtesy  in  his 
In  making  such  olyectlons  in  his  letter, 
to. the  last  number  of  the  Journal  it  was 


I  SifphiiUaiion. 

This  discnsdon  was  tm^moA  on  the  lOifa  of  AngMt 
by  a  speech  at  great  lengtii  from  M.  Bienr,  fol- 
lowed on  the  17th  by  MM.  Maloaioks  and  Riooks,. 

when  the  subject  waa.  again  postponed  to  an  eztrn- 
ordinatyattingonthemst.  At  this  meeting,  alter  hear- 
ing  M.  MicHBi.  Lbyt,  M.  GannT,  and  M.  Baonr,  the 
Academy  came  to  the  resolution  to  accept  the  report; 
MM.  Malgdgne  and  Depaul  done  revising  to  vote 
dther  for  or  against  it.  The  Academy  alao  resdvcf 
that  the  report  of  the  committee^  and  of  the  discusstoa 
in  the  Academy,  should  be.teansmitted  to  die  Minirtff 
of  the  Interior,  Agriculture,  and  Commerce.  Ite 
question  maythereforobcjcbiisideredks  definitively  seltlei 
against  the  employment  of  the  inoculation  of  aypUIi^ 
both  as  a  prophylactic  and  eunative  agent.  Bnt  #it^ 
regard  to  the  various  minor  polnte  rdati^  to  Ifcw 
transmissibility  of  syphilis  -to  animals,  and  to  As 
posdbility  of  a  second  attack  in  the  same  snlife^ 
during  life,  no  vote  has  been  token;  and,  therefore^  aB 
fer  as  the  Academle  de  M^dedne  is  conoened,  ths 
question  b  still  ah  open  one. 


ACADBMIB    OBa     aCIBMO.Be. 

At  the  meethig  of  the  9th  August,  M. 
icated  the  result  of  his  expecimei 
preservation  of  blood.    He  asserto  flial  the 
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bnytoi  oombines  the  good  qiuJlties  of  the  sulphate  of 
•oda  aod  the  chloride  of  vno,  without  eitber  blAckening 
or  predpitatiiig  the  blood,  so  that  hj  preparing  it 
vitfa  this  Mlt,  it  may  be  injected  into  the  arteries 
of  the  saljeet,  whidi  by  these  means  will  be  presenred 
from  putrefaetion,  and  also  regain  its  nataral  oolonr. 
If  this  is  the  case,  it  will  be  highly  nseful  in  the  prepa- 
lation  of  specimens  of  morbid  anatomy. 

At  the  same  sitting  M.  Thsnabd  read  a  report  on  a 
memoir  of  M.  Lecann,  entitled  nonocHsr  ekimipmmr 
Is  MOMff.  lie  olject  of  this  memoir  is  to  describe  more 
•ocwately  than  he  had  hitherto  done,  tiie  composition 
of  the  blood-globoldi.  In  order  to  accomplish  their 
ocnmination  with  sufficient  accuracy,  It  is  necessary  to 
■eparate  them  most  careftilly  from  the  semm  in  which 
Aey  swim,  and  to  do  this,  M.  Lecann  adopts  the  fol* 
lowing  process  :1-The  blood,  as  it  escapes  from  the 
vein,  is  received  in  a  saturated  solntion  of  sulphate  of 
soda,  at  a  temperature  of  12^  Reaumur,  alter  which  it 
is  filtered,  when  the  globules  alone  are  left  upon  the 
paper;  the  semm,  on  the  contrary,  holding  in  solution 
an  the  fibrin  that  passes  through.  The  blood-globules 
ttus  obtained  consist  of  hematosin,  globuline,  a 
trace  of  albumen,  a  fibrous  envelope,  animal  matter 
fexiraetiifejf  fiitty  matter,  variofus  salts, — as  ihe  dtlo- 
rides,  phosphates,  and  earixmatee  of  the  alkalies;  and, 
lutly,  of  water  holding  ail  these  but  the  en^ope  in 
oolotion. 

M .  Lecanu  appears  to  have  established  the  fact,  that 
the  blood-globules  do  not  contain  any  fibrin,  and  merely 
s  trace  of  albumen ;  whibt  the  serum,  on  the  contrary, 
has  no  hematosin  or  globuline  in  its  composition.  To 
prove  that  the  fibrous  envelope  Is  not  identical  with 
fibrin,  it  is  only  necessary  to  examine  it  when  submitted 
to  a  solution  of  caustic  potash,  wMdl  ea^y  dissolves 
the  iHnine,  but  leaves  tiie  ennivpe  intact.  M.  Thenard 
oonclodes  his  report  by  inviting  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing points— which  he  tiiinks  worthy  of  fbrther  in- 
▼estigation,  vix., a  careful  eiaminatioB  of  the  composition 
of  arterial  as  compared  with  venou*  Mood,  more  especi- 
ally as  regards  the  hsmatosin,  the  globuline,  and  the 
envelope  of  the  globules.  To  show  the  action  of 
oxysen  and  other  gases  on  the  two  varieties  of  blood, 
and  the  difference  between  the  effects  of  these  gases 
on  the  blood  within  the  body,  and  when  removed 
fiom  it;  the  phenomena  tttendant  on  coagulation; 
the  difference  betweei^  the  composition  of  chyle  and 
perftset  blood;  and,  finally^  the  analogy  between 
tiie  composition  of  the  envelope  of  the  blood-globule 
and  the  coata  of  tha  artsrieB  and  veins.  These  are, 
fndneH,  saljircts  worthy  the  atfee^ition  of  Enf^ish  as 
irdl  as  Frsnek  physiologists.  ^ 


which  conium  has  fUIen  by  coojectoring  that  in  former 
times  the  whole  plant  was  used,  including  the  seeds  la 
wlpdi  he  supposes  the  active  principle  to  reside  in  a- 
hi|h  degree;  whereas  the  leaves  are  now  the  onlf 
part  of  the  plant  directed  to  be  employed,  and,  oon-r 
seqaentiy,  if  his  theory  is  correct,  are  not  worthy  of  the 
oonfidmee  in  whidi  ooniam  was  held  by  Storic,  Hoffman,. 
CqlWa,  and  many  of  the  older  physicians.  M.  Devay 
refadaMmends  the  simultaneous  employment  of  coniunt' 
eztemaily  and  internally,  and  asserts,  that  in  the  early 
stage  of  scinhus  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  if  so 
applied,  a  cure  may  in  many  instances  be  expected. 
Tlis  disease  is  so  little  amenable  to  medicine,  that  wa 
should  be  inclined  to  adopt  any  measures  which  are  at 
all  likely  to  lead  to  a  successful  result;  and  therefore 
when  we  find  that  a  reason  can  be  given  for  modem 
fkilufss,  we  are  tempted  to  hope  that  such  aocnrate- 
observers  as  HofliDaan  and  Stork  have  not  misled  them- 
sdves  and'^as  in  .the  way  which  b  now  generally 
attiibatedtotiiem,  .  M.  Devay  describes  the  firequenfr 
ooouweuoe  of  headache,  colic,  diarrhoea,  and  trembUng* 
of  the  body  dnring  the  use  of  the  medicine,  but  does  not 
disoonliaatitoitt^taoooant.  He  advises  us  to  begi» 
withhalf  agrauLof  tha  dried  seeds  in  the  form  of  a 
piU^  mtidtk  is  to  be  gf^di^j  increased  till  the  patient, 
can  take  four  or  five  grains  twice  a  day.  For  th<| 
e^ipiayuant  of  the  seedi  as  .an  injection,  one  drachm 
sljcM^d  be  steeped  for  a  lew  minutes  in  an  ounce  o£ 
boiling  water,  then  immediately  filtered,  and  injected  when> 
cold  into  the  vagina.  As  an  external  application  to  malig- 
naQl  tumours  in  other  situations,  M.  Devay  recom- 
mends what  he  calls  baume  de  eonicine,  which,  however^ 
it  tpo  complicated  in  its  preparation  for  any  one  but  a 
profaesed  pharmaceutist,  and  we  must  therefore  refer 
our.  readers  who  may  wish  to  Qve  it  a  trial  to  the 
tfmdlil  iiaelf»  or  to  the  journal , from  which  we  haw 
made  the  above  extract.— Butfelta  OSterai  de  Thmi" 
15  et  30  Jain. 


€)m  tk9  U9€  qf  the  Seedeqfthe  ffemhekmlieu  qf  the 
Leavee,  in  the  Cure  qf  Catier, 

MM.  Dbtat  and  Guillibbiiond,  of  Lyons, 
having  published  an  essay  on  the  use  of  the  active  prin- 
dpla  of  conium  in  the  cure  of  cancerous  affections, 
tha  subject. has  been  discussed  in  the  Bulletin  04nerdl 
eh .  21siiyfa%ae,  firom  which  we  extract  the  following 


OBBMANY. 
Akiical  CttamsTBT. 
!•  On  the  Pretence  qf  Caeein  in  the  ^lood.— Severalt 
F^ch  chemists,  amongst  whom  we  may  ennmerata 
Guilhit,  Leblanc,  and  Stas,  and  Panum,  of  Copenhagen^ 
haffiiaoentiy  asserted,  that  they  have  detected  casein  in 
the  blood  during,  prsgnancy;  Lebmann.bas,  however,, 
shown  that  the  tests  on  which  they  relied  apply  equally 
to  albuminate  of  soda,  .whichgi  Kke.  ossein,  forms  a 
membrane  on  the  surface,  if  its  solution  be  heated» 
The  subject  has  been  reinvestigated  during  the  last, 
few  months,  by  Moleschott,    who  finds  that  he  can. 
detect  casein  hi  the  bkrad  afler'Ae  entfaa  removal-  af-^ 
the  albuminate  of  soda.     This  is  accomplished  (in  his 
opinion)  by  first  coagulating  the  firee  albumen  in  tha 
warm-baUi,  and  then  by  repeatedly  boiling  the  filtrate 
wiU  a  neutral  alkalina  adt  till  no  additional  precipitate 
is  thrown  down.    On  the  removal  of  the  precipitate  the 
filtlaie  is  heated  with  sulphate  of  magnesia,  and  allowed, 
to  stand  twelve  or  fourteen  hours,  to  aUow  of  the  sepa- 
tion  of  the  phosphoric  add.     On  heating  tiia  clear 
supernatant  fluid  there  is  a  precipitate  of  the  well* 
known  compound  cK  casein  and  magnesia.    Acetic  acid 


lonarki:— M.  Devay  aceooats  for  the  neglect  into  randnanetalsogavatheor&aryincBeathmsof  dMah^ 
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the  flnid,  after  the  removal  of  the  albnmea  and  aihvmi- 
nate  of  aoda.  By  these  Boeana  Moleflchott  oeems  to 
have  estabUabed  the  presence  of  oasein  in  the  bloo|l  of 
o^un,  calves,  aheep,  and  pigs;,  and  it  may  tbiia  be  pre- 
anmed  that  it  is  a  normal  conadtiient  of  the  blood 
genemBy.  In  connection  with  this  snbject  we  may 
«baarve  that  H.  S.  8ohvltze  (in  a  recent  number  of 
JAeHg'B  m.  W9»ier^»  AmuOm)  baa  diattectly  pi^ved 
that  casern  is  a  regnlar  oonatitnent  of  the  middle  ttsbtnA 
coat,  and  that  it  also  occurs  in  the  areolar  tissne  and 
the  ligamentnm  nnchse. — Arch,/.  PhytioL  Heilk,  1852, 
No.  1. 

2.  On  aTeitfor  TnotiU,  or  Mtacle-Sugar.-^'NLmj  of 
•our  readers  may  recollect  that  about  two  years  ago 
Professor  Scherer,  of  Warzbnrg,  discovered  a  pecaliar 
variety  of  eager  in  the  fluid  of  flesh,  to  which  he  gave 
the  name  of  inosite.  He  has  recently  aaeertsined  that 
the  following  is  the  best  method  of  testing  for  this 
sdbitance :— On  evaporating  almost  to  dryness  a 
miitore  which  contains  inoaite  with  nitric  add  on  a 
piatinom^spatnla,  and  treating  the  residue  with  liquid 
ammonia  and  a  little  chloride  of  cehaum,  and  then 
«gain  evf^HMting  todryness,  we  observe  on  the  plalinam 
apatula  aHM  rtttt'Ttd  eohmr.    If  a  miitnre  of  inoaite 

.  and  nitric  add  be  slowly  evaporated,  the  residue  dissoUr^ 
hi  water,  and  the  solution  allovred  to  stand  for  soe^e 
time  in  a  dosed  glass  vessel,  a  spedes  of  mould  or 
fungoid  growth  is  developed  on  it,,  and  on  afterwards 
applying  the  above  test  a  deep  violet-brown  colour  is 
developed  In  place  of  the  rose-red  tint.~iS'c;k«ret'  m 
VerhandA.  d.  Phyt.^Med.  Get,  zu  Wurzb.  Vol.  2, 
9^0. 14.     1852. 

3.  On  Certain  Chemical  CoMtituenis  of  the  Fluid 
4ff  the  Spleen, — In  a  former  memoir  on  this  subi^, 
Scherer  demonstrated  that  the  expressed  juice  o^  the 
spleen  contained  lactic,  acetic,  fonnic,  butyric,  and  uric 
«dds,  and  a  substance  closdy  allied,  chemically,  to  uric 
«r  xanthic  oxide,  to  which  be  gave  the  name  of  hypox- 
smthen.*   He  has  now  ascertained  that  it  also  contams:— - 

1*  A  nitrogenous,  crystallizable  substance,  to  which 
he  applies  the  name  of  /Mum,  consisting-r~ 

Of  Carbon    53.71 

„   Hydrogen   8.95 

„   Nitrogen     4.82 

„   Oxygen   , 3242      ,,-.  ».  ' 

100.00 

2.  An  albuminous  substance,  rich  in  iron. 

3.  Much  iron,  in  combination  viith  acetic  and  Uctic 
adds. 

4.  A  highly  carbonised  pigment,  of  the  same  cfaaiacter 
as  the  pigments  found  in  the  urine  and  the  mus- 
cular juice. 

— Scherer  in  Ibid.,  No.  19.     1852. 

4.  Chemical  Invegtiyatimu  in  Cholera.—When  tli 
cholera  was  prevalent  at  Breslau,  in  the  winter  of 
1849-50,  Dr.  Middddorpf  instituted  a  reries  of  te- 
eearches  on  the  chemical  characters  of  the  exactions, 

•»«  •  description  of  the  chemical  clunctera  koA  eompoBhioa  of 
Ivpotuthcn  aad  of  inotite,  (mentkoed  in  the  pncediof  imrajcraph,)  we 
■MT  tefer  osr  icUen  t«tbe  Srtt  volmne  of  "  Lehnaan'B  Fhniolflcim 
Cbenaetjy/'  publidwd  by  the  Cttrendbh  flockty. 


and  on  the  changes  whioh  some  of  die  tissues  (eq^edsnj 
the  musdes)  undeigo.  The  following  are  his  moat 
important  concludons  :— 

The  filtered  inteettnal  dtechar^ee  were  examined  ia 
the  early  stage  of  the  disease  in  twenty.ei|^  < 
in  six  of  these  no  albumen  was  found ;  in  three  f 
in  which  it  wss  detennined  quantitatively,  it  aiTenifBd 
0'37  percent. 

Tlie  tcrme  was  examined  for  albumen  in  seven  csacs; 
it  was  present  in  all,  the  mean  quantity  being  0.49t 
per  cent.  The  apedfic  gravity  rose  as  the  nmomifc  of 
albumen  increased. 

Piecee  of  muscle  as  free  as  possible  from  fot  and 
blood,  were  taken  from  the  bodies  of  patients  iaasaa*. 
diatdy  after  death.  They  were  of  a  dark  colour,  sad, 
had  a  dry  appearance.  Middeldorpf  found  as  a  meas 
of  aix  experiments,  that  when  dried,  at*170°  Fah.»  thaj 
lost  75.808  per  cent,  of  water,  the  normal  per  oentsge  oC 
water  bdag  80,  according  to  the  reoent  investigiBtioaft 
of  Scbottin.  Hence  the  muscle  may  be  regarded  ai 
drained  of  its  water  to  the  extent  of  about  four  per  oeu^ 
'^MTiddad'.rjffin  Gvnth.  Zeiische.,  VoL  3.,  No.  1, 1852* 

5.  On  Me  Chemical  OontHtuente  qf  the  SweaL,-^ 
This  subject  has  been  recently  investigated  by  Scbotia 
hi  Ldimann's  Laboratory,  and  with  theassistanee  of  flant 
eminent  chemist.  Under  the  general  tenn  svedrf,  tihft 
author  ind'udes  the  insensible  perspiration,  the  liq;ud 
secretions  of  the  perspiratory  glands  (the  true  sweat  f& 
the  strictest  sense  of  the  word),  and  the  secnticNa  of 
the  sebaceous  ghmds.  In  warm  days  he  was  sbia  t» 
collect,  (by  various  ingenious  contrivances,)  as  mndi  as 
from  twenty  to  thirty  grammes  [from  about  half  an 
ounce  to  an  ounce]  in  four  or  five  hours,  from  a  penoa 
taking  pretty  sharp  exercise. 

On  a  microscopic  examination  the  sweat  was  feond  t» 
contain  epithelium,  (in  considerable  abundance,)  fiwlhfc 
mucous  corpuscles,  graniilar  corpuscles,  and  i 
dark-coloured  granules. 

The  reaction  of  the  sweat  was  always  add,  < 
two  cases,  in  whidi  it  was  neutraL    Urea  i 
in  these  two  cases. 

Nothing  very  distinct  wai  established  regardlos  *^ 
pigment,  except  that  it  differed  essentially  froia  Ifaft 
pigments  of  the  bile  and  urine. 

In  100  parts  of  sweat  there  Were  contained : — 

Water   ;^ 97.75 

Epithelium 0.42 

Substances  net  ybhtile  • .  1        ,  ^  • 

at  212°  ftth.  /       *•** 

Ash .• 0.70 

In  two  separate  analyses  of  the  sweat  of  f|»  foot  ami 
of  the  axilla,  the  insoluble  salts  were,  to  thp.aoluhiev  m 
the  ratio  of  1  :  17.  In  the  sweat  of  the  foot  the  potMi 
sium  was,  to  the  sodium,  as  1  :  2.53 ;  in  tibat  of  tiht 
axUla,  as  1  :  1.75. 

The  fat  obtomed  from  the  ethereal  extract  consated 
partly  of  margarin  and  partly  of  choleaterin. 
,  With  regard  to  the  Tolatile  adds,  he  determined,  ^wiA 
chemical  certainty,  the  presence  of  formic  and  but^Hie 
acids,  and  showed  that  in  all  probability  acetic  and 
metacetonic  acids  were  also  prosent. 

He  was  unable  to  confirm  the  statemeftt  of  1 


REVIEWS. 


Ut 


*mt4  ofiher  ehemiits,  nganfing  the  pretence  of  lactic 
.Mid  epod  lactete  of  ammonia  In  the  eweat. 

Ammonia  and  its  compoande  ocenrred  in  indk  Tery 
minata  qoantidee,  (notwithstanding  the  aaeertionB  of 
prafiove  chemitti,)  that  he  referred  the  new  tracee 
which  ocenrred  to  the  effect  of  decomposition. 

Urea  was  not  foond  in  normal  sweat,  bat  was  present 
when  there  was  great  distorbanoe  of  the  ftmction  of  the 
kidneys. 

Schottin  cxamuMd  the  sweat  in  two  oases  of  inter- 
jnittent  iSover  daring  the  hot  sti^ie;  it  contained  no 
lactic  add,  bat  a  considerable  qnanttty  of  batyrate  of 
£m0. 

He  does  not  appear  to  have  examined  the  sweat  of 
any  diabetic  patients,  (indeed  it  is  seldom  that  in  these 
cues  the  skin  penpires  freely,)  bat  he  institated  the 
fellowi^g  experiment  apon  himself,  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  whether,  when  sagar  was  taken  In  aband- 
anoe,  it  was  excreted  to  any  measore  by  <he  skin. 
Daring  thirty-six  hours  he  took  nothing  as  food,  except 
aboat  a  pound  of  mUk-sugar.  After  twenty  hoars 
severe  diarrhoea  supervened,  the  stools  having  a  strong 
-aeid  reaction.  The  urine  excreted  during  the  iHiole 
-ipariod  did  not  exceed  nx  ounces.  He  collected  the 
jfifMat  during  the  last  six  honrs»bat  could  detect  neither 
.jugarnor  lactic  acid  in  it. 

In  order  to  ascertain  whether  iodine  passed  off  by  the 
akin  he  took  daily  half  a  drachm  of  iodide  of  potassium. 
After  the  fifth  day  he  could  detect  iodine  in  the  sweat. 

After  taking  two  drachms  of  saHdn,  he  failed  in 
^stectlng  any  trsoe  of  salicylous  acid  (by  means  of 
yevphloride  of, iron)  in  the  watery  solution  of  the 
alcoholic  and  ethereal  extracto  of  the  sweat. 

He  similarly  &iled  in  obtsining  any  eridence  of 
quinine  in  the  sweat  after  taking  a  dose  of  twelve  grains 
Wore  entering  a  vapour  bath. 

The  following  non-nitrogenons  acids  are  separated  by 
4]ie  skm,  partly  free,  pertly  In  combination,  namely, — 
tartaric,  sucdnic,  and  benzoic  adds*  As  benaoic-add 
when  taken  into  the  stomach  oq)y  appears  as  hippnric 
add  in  the  urine,  it  is  not  very  easy  to  understand  how 
it  appears  unchanged  in  the  sweat.  Schottin  instituted 
a  aeries  of  ingenious  experiments  to  explain  this 
^yparent  discrepancy,  but  without  any  definite  result.— 
SeMHn  in  Arch,/.  Ph^s.  HeUk.    1852.    No.  1. 
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0m  lie  Dfimves  of  the  Kidney,  theh  Pathology,  JHay- 
•  moth,  tffuf  TVealmen^,  with  an  Tnirodnetofy  Charier 
«•  Me  Amaiomy  and  Phytioloyy  (if  the  Kidney.  By 
GaonoB  Johnson,  M.D.,  Lond.,  Fellow  of  the 
Boyal  College  of  Physicians,  Assbtant  Fbyddan  to 
Kmg^s  CoUege  Hospital.  London :  Pwrker  and  Son, 
1852.    8vo>pp.517.    Wood-cuts. 

Ths  Tesearches  of  Mr.  Bowman  in  Uie  anatomy 
Mid  fdiysiology  of  the  kidnej,  have  left  nothing 
to  taf  of  hia  snccesson  to  acoompliBh,  at  all 


«veBt8  nntil  tlie  powers  of  the  microBcope  are 
increased,  and  theitofore  we  are  not  surprised 
diat  pr.  Johnson  has  merely  repeated  the  de-- 
smptions  of  the  milfnte  stmcture  of  the  kidney, 
so  clearly  and  beantifblly  giren  by  Mr.  Bowman, 
in  the  "  Fhilosophioal  Transaotioiifi,"  and  copied 
by.Dr.  Johnson  in  the  "  Qyclopcsdia  of  AiMomj 
md  i^ysiology."    Article — Sen. 

But  Mr.  Bowman  had  left  untouched  tlie 
pathology  of  these  organs,  and  to  fill  up  thia^ 
hiatus,  Dr.  Johnson  contributed  two  papers  ta 
the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  whicli  were 
published  in  the  twenty-ninth  and  thirtieth 
volumes  of  their  "  Transactions."  These  papers- 
fonn  the  groundwork  of  the  present  volume,, 
which,  iiowever,  is  enlarged  by  the  addition  of 
chapters  on  the  various  points  connected  with 
the  kidney,  which  were  not  comprehended  in  the 
above  papers. 

This  first  diapter  is  devoted  to  the  anaJtomf 
and  physiology  of  the  kidney,  and  is  as  wa 
befbre  remarked,  only  a  repetition  of  Mr.. 
Bdwman's  discoveries,  with  the  addition  of  a 
very  good  analytical  examination  of  the  urine. 
In  the  second  chapter  wo  find  a  description  or 
the  causes  of  renal  disease,  which  Dr.  Jdms<m 
regards,  in  common  with  all  our  modem  patho* 
legists,  as  invariably  connected  with  a  morbid 
condition  of  the  blood,  either  introduced  feooL 
^hout,  or  produced  in  the  body  of  the 
in(]lividual. 

The  third  and  ^fourth  chapters  comprise  the 
most  important  part  of  the  volume,  being  devoted 
toi  ft  consideration  of  the  two  most  common  dis- 
eases of  the  kidney—-viz.,  the  acute  nephritis  of 
ordinary  authors,  and  Bright's  disease.  These 
our  author  designates  respectively,  "acute  and 
chronic  desquamative  nephritis,"  considering  the^ 
desquamation  of  epithelium  to  be  as  much  a 
part  of  the  disease,  as  is  that  of  the  cutide^ 
essential  to  the  full  development  ;0f  scariatiiuk 
Dit  Johnson  believes  that  this  desquamation  is  a 
part  of  the  natural  restorative  process,  and  is  the 
result  of  ftu  effort  made  bythe  cells  to  elimiiiate^ 
from  the  blood  some  abnormal  prbducts^some 
materials  which  do  not  naturally  enter  into  the 
Qomposition  of  the  renal  secretion.  But  when 
this  process  has  resulted,  A  it  often  does,  in  the 
engorgement  of  the  tubes  by  their  contenti^ 
it  is  evident  that  in  these  tubes  the  process  of 
cell  growth  must  be  greatiy  retarded  or  indeed 
wholly  arrested.  Hence  the  desquamation  of 
tiie  epithelium  in  the  kidney,  though  a  restont* 
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tiye  prooesB  like  the  desquamation  of  the  cuticle 
18  frequentiy  attended  by  mjurious  resulta, 
whioh  are  entirely  absent  in  scarlatina,  for  no 
accumulation  of  outide  can  possibly  take  place. 

On  the  other  hand,  Frcricks  cousiders  that 
ihe  desquamation  is  only  an  accidentai':«conse^ 
•quenoe  of  an  effusion  of  albumen  and  fibrin, 
which  entangles  the  epithelium  after  coagulatbg 
in  the  tubes,  and  carries  it  off  in  its  escape  into 
the  pelvis  of  the  kidney.  It  is  a  difficult  task 
io  decide  upon  .so  delicate  a  point,  but  there  can 
be  no  dpubt  of  the  fact  that  epithelial  scales  are 
found  in  the  urine  to  an  enormous  amount,  and 
ure  perfectly  dii^nostic  of  the  disease. 

In  order  to  distinguish  between  acute  and 
chronic  desquamative  nephritis  ?rith  certainty, 
it  is  necessary  to  examine  with  the.  microscope 
whether  the  epithelial  scales  are  entire  or  dis- 
integrated, the  acuteness  of  the  attack  being 
capable  of  estimaticm  by  the  proportion  of  per- 
iect  cells  found,  and  also  by  the  presence  of 
.bipod  coipusdes,  which  are  rarely  found  in  t^ 
chronic  form. 

The  symptoms,  pathology,  and  treatment  of 
(these  diseases  are  given  in  an  admirable  styl^, 
And  witii  great  minuteness,  indeed,  so  much  SQ, 
that  it  is  out  of  the  question  to  attempt  any 
^uoudysis  in  the  limited  space  we  can  afford.  Bui 
there  is  one  point  which  has  caused  a  consider- 
^Jile  controversy,  between  our  author  on  the^ne 
handf  and  Mr.  Simon,  followed  by  Bokitanski 
4iQd  Paget  on  the  other.  This  point  of  dispute 
is  relative  to  the  primazy  cause  of  renal  cysts. 
Pr.  Johnson  maintains  that  they  are  simply 
dilated  tubes,  and  tha(  there  is  no  difficulty  ih 
tracing  them  through  every  degree  of  dilatation 
'from  the  natural  sise  up  to  cysts  visible  to  the 
naked  eye.  He  also  says  that  with  care  he^c^p 
^alwaya  deteel,  in  ^qontact  with  these  cysts^ 
unequivocal  poi4i<tt8.of  elongated  tube,  hawng 
the  same  structure  as  tiie  other  parts,  and 
evidently  continuous  with  them,  though  tit^s  is 
«inoealed  by  the  tissue  in  which  they'  are  en- 
-vMped,  On  the.«ther  hand,  Mr.  Simon  con^ 
tends  that  they  are  abnormal  developments  of 
epithelial  germs,  his  theory  being  that,  "  cer- ' 
iam  diseases  of  the  kidney,,  (whereof  subacute 
dnflammation  is  by  &r  the  most  frequent,)  tend 
to  produce  a  blocking  of  the  tubes  j  that  this 
obstruction,  directiy  or  indirectly,  produces 
rupture  of  the  limitary  membrane  ;'  and  that 
then,  what  should  have  been  the  intra-mural 
oeH-growth,  continues,  with  certain  modifications. 


as  a  parenchytic  development."  For  the  afgtt* 
ments  pro  and  oofi,  we  must  refer  our  readea 
to  the  book  itself,  for  though  highly  interesting 
,ihey  are  too  long  for  insertion. 

Another  disputed  point  is  as  to  the  develop- 
ment of  new  fibrous  tissue  $  but  here  our  auUicr 
and  Mr.  Simon  are  both  opposed  to  its  occorrenos 
except  in  very  rare  instances. 

But  it  appears  that  desquamation  does  not 
always  coexist  with  nephritis:  and  hence  we 
must  not  always  give  a  favourable  prognosis  ob 
the  absence  of  epithelial  scales  from  the  urine. 
Indeed,  according  to  our  author,  if  you  have 
nephritis  unaccompanied  by  this  epithelial  des- 
quamation, the  danger  is  much  increased,  and  in 
chronic  cases  we  frequently  find,  that  instead  of 
the  mdrbiH  poison  being  eliminated,  fatty  de-  ^ 
generation  of  the  kidney  takes  place  in  the 
granular  form,  terminating  but  too  freqaantfy 
in  death.  The  mottied  variety  of  finttj  < 
ration,  on  the  contrary,  is  rarely  preceded  by  i 
desquamative  nephritis,  and  is  a  slow  insidfibm 
disease,  not  even  to  be  detected  by  a  microwsopie 
examination  of  the  urine. 

The  remaining  chapters — ^viz,,  the  eiglil]^ 
ninth,  and  tenth, 'are  occupied  witii  a  descriptiai 
of  nephritis  when  followed  by  a  secretion  of  pus ; 
scrofulous  disease  of  the  kidney,  cancer,  stfl 
hsematuria.  Each  of  these  sections  is  exceed 
ingly  interesting,  but  still  as  they  have  received 
no  remfu^kable  elucidation  from  the  investigatiaiii 
of  our  author,  we  ne^  only  remark  that  they 
embody  all  that  is  known  on  the  respectiya 
subjects. 

Having  thus  alMed'as  far  as  oor  spaee  wiB 
allow,  to  this  highly  interesting  work  of  Br 
Johnson's,  we  have  only  to  recommend  oor 
readers  to  examine  it  and  judge  for  theroBQira^ 
as  to  the  accuracy  of  his  views.  WHk  vegaxd  to 
treatment  we  have  y^tmuch  to  learn,  but  as  wo 
have  gained  one  step  ill  idvance  from  the  eonwi 
anatomy  to  the  -ptJUMbgt  Ot  the  kidney,  ao  w» 
hope  hereafter  to  progress  still  fbrtiier  in  tha 
successful  treatmisnt  of  those  diseases, 
are  even  now  less  ttoder  the  control  at"\ 
tiian  we  hope  will  eventually  be  the  < 


On  a  New  Wttjf  qf  TYeaUng  Gim»rrhaem.    Bj . 
L.  Milton,  M.R.C.S.    London:  John  Chun^ha^ 
1852.    8¥o,  pp.  103.  ^ 


T^t   chief  novelty  ih   Mr.  Milton'i 
consists  in  the  advocacy  of  the  claims  of  a 
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pound  solution  of  potafls,  in  the  cure  of  gonorr- 
haoAy  to  a  front  rank  among  the  yarious  internal 
remedies  employed.  The  solution  consists  of 
the  chlorate  of  potass,  combined  with  the  acetate 
and  liquor  potassa^,  and  is  formed  by  pouring 
five  ounces  of  boiling  distilled  water  on  two 
dranhms  of  powdered  chlorato  of  potass,  and 
then  adding  three  drachms  of  the  liquor  potassx, 
and  three  to  four  drachms  of  the  acetate  of 
potass,  after  which  it  is  to  be  filtered.  One 
ounce  of  this  is  to  be  given  three  times  a  day, 
in  combination  with  from  five  graii^^  to  a  scruple 
of  rhubarb,  to  prevent  constipation ;  and  it  is 
said  by  Mr.  Milton  to  be  successful  in  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  cases  than  can  be  expected 
£rom  any  other  treatment.  But  this  solution  is 
to  be  administered  together  with  injections  of 
sulphate  of  zinc  or  nitrate  of  silver, .  vad  we 
should  be  more  inclined  to  put  our  faith  in  these 
than  in  Mr.  Milton *s  panacea.  However,  our 
readers  may  easily  try  the  plan,  and  time  will 
■how  the  value  of  the  remedy. 

With  the  above  exception  Mr.  Milton's  book 
IB  merely  a  good  resttmi  of  the  ordinary  treat- 
xnent  in  the  various  complications  met  with  in 
gODorrhflBa.  In  gleet  he  advises  strongly  a 
Tetnm  to  the  uso  of  blisters,  applied  to  the 
penis.  But  it  is  so  seldom  that  our  patients 
would  like  the  confinement  necessary,  that  we 
aoarcely  expect  the  plan,  however  good,  will  be 
extensively  followed. 

^tnranal  J&tWd  ^'  lurgiral  SniiniflL 

WEDNESDAY,  SEPT&liBER  I,  1852. 

-  Tas  neoessiiy  for  economy  in  every  public 
eharity  ^s  now  so  generally  admitted,  that  we 
think  it  inounbent  on  the  profession  to  take  care 
tliat  no  undue  waste  Q^^ours  in  the  diet  of  our 
hospitals  throughout  ^d  ^untry.  But  when  we 
find  that  the  cost  per  bed-vmes  as  much  as  five 
pounds  per  annum  in  different  establishments, 
we  cannot,  avoid  coming  to  |he  conclusion  that 
ilie'8ttbjeet  does  not  alwayi^  receive  the  attention 
which  it  deserves.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
prevailiBg  diseases  in  certain  localitieB  influence 
the  expenditure  very  considerably,  not  only  as 
v^ptrds  ordinary  diet,  but  also  with  reference 
to  wine  and  drags.  But  this  will  not  always 
aaconnt  for  the  great  difference  above  mentioned, 
\  ii  will  be  found  that  there  is  a  great  vari- 


atdon  even  in  two  establishments  situated  in  tiie 
same  locality,  or  nearly  so. 

We  believe  that' the  expenditure  in  our  noble 
charitable  institutions  is  frequently  much  in- 
creased from  a  want  of  due  supervision,  such  aa 
is  exercised  in  the  Poor-Law  Union  Houses  by 
the  Master,  under  the  control  of  the  Auditor. 
But  the  great  difficulty  seems  to  be,  to  find 
enough  (in  an  infirmary  for  instance  of  100  beds,) 
ibr 'such  an  officer  to  do,  and  therefore  in  neaiiiy 
all  of  our  provincial  hospitals,  there  is  no  House-' 
Steward  appointed,  as  is  the  case  in  all  the^ 
Lbndon  Hospitals,  we  believe,  without  exception. 
The  consequence  is,  that  there  is  not  that  check 
upon  the  expenditure  which  we  could  wish,  and 
the  supply  of  the  raw  materials  for  the  diet 
of  the  patients,  as  well  as  the  staff*,  is  lefl,  in 
great  measure,  to  a  Committee  of  Govemors, 
elected  for  thatf^uri[>oee;  these  gentletnen  cannot, 
of  course,  be  expected  to  cope  with  the  difficulties 
of  the  undertaking  so  successfully  as  an  Officer 
whose  whole  business  is  confined  to  this  one 
department ;  and  though,  in  some  instances,  tiie 
etpenditure  is  very  low,  yet  in  others  it  is  xiused 
ftr  above  the  standard  required. 

There  is,  besides,  a  great  variety  in  the  diet 
itself,  and  in  the  mode  adopted  in  cooking,  which 
ifSit  of  course,  materially  affect  the  annual 
expenditure,  as  in  the  instance  of  meat,  whicb 
loses  about  ten  per  cent  more  in  roasting  than 
by  boiling. 

'  ^ere  appears  to  be  fli  greater  uniformity  in. 
the  quantity  of  the  articles  consumed  by  thfr 
Haff  of  our  union  houses,  gaols,  and  infirmaries, 
than  could  have  been  expected,  judging  from  the 
^reat  difference  in  the  gross  amoimt  expended  in 
these  variouis  institutions.  At  the  Nottingham 
General  Hospital,  where  a  series  of  carefbl 
experiments  have  been  carried  on,  eadi  servant 
<)6nsume8,  (and  without  limitation,)  thirteen 
oimces  of  raw  meat  per  day,  and  iRyurteen  ounces 
<)f  bread,  which  is  rather  lesa  thaft  the  allowance 
tp  the  servants  of  the  Poor-Law  tfnion  Houses ; 
and  we  are  given  to  understand  that  there  ia 
general  satisfaction  expressed.  We  believe  tills 
is  considerably  below  the  tfrerage ;  but  it  showld 
be  generally  known,  that  under  &vouraUe  cir- 
cumstances, such  an  allowance  is  aU  that  ia 
necessary.  In  the  same  hospital,  also,  tiie  waste 
in  the  cooking  of  the  article  meat,  is  less  than  ill 
most  of  our  duuritabla  institutions,  though  still 
greater  than  we  believe  is  the  case  in  the  majori4j> 
of  our  union  houses  and  gaols. 
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^t  the  ypttinghain  Hotpiial,  one  himdred 
ponnde  of  raw  beef  and  mutton  will  produce, 
boiled,  from  sixfy  to  lucty-two  ponndst  bat  we 
eondnde,  that  in  this  calculation  the  bones  are 
weighed  in  with  the  raw  meat ;  for  in  the  Poor- 
Law  andits  we  beliere  that,  after  deducting  the 
bones,  one  hundred  pounds  are  expected  to  pxo- 
dnce  about  seventy  pounds  of  boiled  meat ;  and 
as  the  quality  is  generally  bettor  in  hospitals 
than  in  union  houses,  the  loss  in  the  fonner  ought 
to  be  less  than  in  the  lattor,  since  eyery  good 
manager  knows  that  bad  meat  loses  more  in 
•dressing  than  meat  of  ^  superior  quality.  At 
the  abore  hospital  one  hundred  pounds  of  mutton 
produce  forty-fire  pounds  and  a  half  of  cutlets, 
imd  one  hundred  pounds  of  bee£  when  roasted, 
are  reduced  to  fifty-one  pounds,  esnred  and 
served  out  ready  for  distribution. 

~Now,  when  we  find.at  other  and  similar  insti- 
tations,  one  hundred  pounds  of  raw  meat, 
deprived  of  its  large  bones,  produce  only  fifty 
pounds  when  boiled,  we  naturally  inquire,  how 
can  this  great  discrepancy  arise  P  and  we  are 
anxious  to  obtain  information  from  our  readevs 
<m  so  important  a  subject.  We  should,  therefore) 
feel  obliged,  if  those  who  hare  the  opportunity, 
will  forward  answers  on  the  following  points, 
which  may,  perhaps,  lead  to  still  further  inquiries 
«pon  other  subjects  :— 

1st.  The  amount  of  cooked  meat  ordered  o^ 
full  and  middle  diet  respectiTely. 

2nd.  The  mode  of  cooking  employed. 

Brd.  The  quantity  of  boiled  or  roasted  meat 
obtained  from  one  hundred  pounds  of  raw 
beef,  specifying  whether  with  or  without 
bone. 

As  the  saving  in  this  article  alone,  if  the 
Nottingham  calculations  are  correct^  will  amount 
to  ^m  £60  to  £80  a  year  in  some  of  our 
charities,  it  is  one  which,  we  think,  oi|r  readcots 
will  not  consider  beneath  their  attention;  for 
as  there  can  be  06  doubt  that,  the  patients  in 
our  various  charitable  institutions  should  have 
every  indulgence  necessary,  in  their  respective 
eases,  so  we  think  that  their  managers  are  bound 
to  see  that  the  money  subscribed  is  expended  in 
such  a  way  as  to  do  the  greatest  amount^of  good 
tb  the  greatest  number. 


Wb  insert  at  page  456  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bbke, 
because  we  think  that  his  former  exertions  to 
improve  the  Journal  demand  that  considera- 


tion which  we  are  unaUe  to  extend  to 
for  want  of  space.  As  the  matter  is  now  i 
discussion  by  the  Council,  we  think  it  r^gtt 
to  abstain  from  any  further  remarks  for  ibm 
present.  We  cannot  avoid,  however,  rwnimling 
Mr.  Bbsb,  that  the  question  is  not  confined  to 
Dr.  CowAH  and  ourselves,  but  affects  the  iriiofe 
Association;  and  that  others,  including  oursdTea^ 
have  as  full  a  right  to  ei^ress  their  opinkia  as 
himself. 

From  the  numerous  letters  we  have  reoenred» 
we  are  perhaps  more  folly  aware  of  the  general 
feeling  than  Mr.  Bass  can  be,  and  we  shall  a^ 
a  future  time  be  prepared  to  rely  npoa  tjbe 
whole  body  for  their  support  agynst  any  chai^as 
whiuh  may  be  brought  against  us.  It  would  fa* 
easy  for  us  to  occupy  the  ocdumns  of  the  Jawmal 
with  arguments  and  recriminations ;  but  this  we 
have  neither  inclination,  nor,  we  think,  ri{^  to 
do.  We  would,  however,  simply  assuse  Dr. 
TuKSTALL  and  others  that  the  report  of  the  meet- 
ing at  Oxford,  was  really  not  prepared  by  "  oor 
reporter,"  but  by  one  appointed  by  the  puldisher, 
under  the  order  of  the  Council,  and  that^  tO: 
guard  against  the  charge  of  unfairness,  we  did 
not  correct  even  literal  errors  in  that  part  re- 
lating to.  the  JoumaL  It  is,  homAfidst  the  oflkoal 
report  of  the  CounciL 

Since  writing  the  above  the  following  lesoin- 
tion  has  been  unanimously  carried  by  the. 
Central  Coundl,  on  the  28ih  instant : — 

**  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Coandl,  that  te 
pablifation  of  any  farther  correspondence  on  tiiesobjeet 
of  the  Journal  should  be  avoided  during  the  Pfgnristina 
between  this  Council  and  the  Journal  Committee,  fior 
the  amicable  settlement  of  the  question." 

We  have  therefore  suspended  the  publicatka 

of  Mr.  Bbex*s  letter  for  the  present,  aa  wtSk  as 

those  of  Dr.  Cowak,  Mr.  Humt,  Dr.  Wnxun^' 

Worcester ;  and  Dr.  Williams,  Apsley  Guiae. 


IfiAitot  Sntelltgttttt, 

(F^rom  owroum  Correrpomdeni.J 

LoNnoN,  August  39,  18S2. 
Dr.  Herbert  Mayo,  fbrmerij  Senior-Surgeon  to  lbs 
Middleaei  Hospital,  has'departed  tiuahle  sinesewlailU 
at  his  residence  at  Bad-Weilbach. 

A  few  years  ago,  had  his  decease  then  oocomd,  il 
would  have  eidted  a  nnirenal  fedii^  of  ngmt  la  Jfcs 
prof««sion«  for  he  had  not  then  abandoned  tba  l^giluBaia. 
practice  of  medicine,  nor  taken'  up  with  hydrapaahf^ 
mesmerism,  and  the  other  miditiea  whieb,  of  lateyMi% 
j  have  led  several  of  **  oDTi"  to  desottheir  saajh%  aad  1^ 
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jtAn  tike  enemy.  We  shall,  however,  endeaTour  to  show 
thst'the  sabject  of  this  brief  notice  had  more  excuse  for 
io  domg  than  perhaps  any  other  practitioner,  who  has 
become  a  hydropath  or  homoeopath,  could  addnoe; 

Mr.  Herbert  Mayo  was  bom  in  Burners  Street,  where 
his'&ther  redded,  on  the  3rd  of  April,  1796,  and  con- 
teqnently  was  in  his  57th  year  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 
tie  was  the  son  of  Dr.  John  Mayo,  who  was  elected 
Aysician  to  the  Middlesex   Hospital  in   1788,  and 
•    afterwards  heU  a  similar  office  in  the  cancer  wards  of 
that  institation.      After  passing   through    the    usual 
routine  of  education,  and  acquiring  more  than  a  respect- 
able knowledge  of  tl^e  classics,   Mr.  Herbert  Mayo 
became  one  of  the  pupils  of  the  well-known  Mr.  Jobems, 
at  that  time  one  of  the  suigeona  of  the  hospital  to 
whidi  his  father  was  attached,*  and  under  him  he  carried 
out  a  course  of  study  calcnUted  to  render  him  eminent 
in  his  profession.     On  the  1 7th  of  May,  1818,  he  was 
appointed  one  of   the  house-surgeons,    and  in  that 
capacity  he  performed  his  duties  most  rigidly  and  with 
great  skill,  paying  great  attention  to  the  unfortunate 
iick  under  hk  cate,  and  endeavouring  in  every  way  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  students,  and  to  assist  them 
in  the  acquirement  of  knowledge.     His  studies  were 
especially  directed  to  that  branch  of  physiology  which  is 
connected  chiefly  with  the  nervous  system — a  subject 
which  had  been  taken  up  with  great  ardour  by  one  of  the 
eolleagttea  of  Mr.  Jobems,  the  late  Sir  Charles  Bell.  Mr. 
Mayo  was  engaged  for  some  time  assisting  Sir  Charles  in 
life  experiments  on  the  brain,  and  on  the  relative  functions 
of  the  anterior  and  posterior  columns  of  the  spinal  cord. 
Ibdeed  so  uraeh  occupied  was  he  in  theee  matters,  and 
ao  dooelydid  he  give  his  attention  to  it,  in  the  perform- 
ance and  registration  of  the  experiments,  and  in  making 
and  carrying  out  the  investigations,  that  at  last  he  con- 
adered  himself  entitled  to  claim  a  higher  rank  than 
that  of  the  mere  assistant,  and  boldly  asserted  that  to 
bim  and  not  to  Sir  Charles  Bell,  was  the  merit  due 
§br  certain  of  the  diaooveriea  which  had  been  made  as 
to  Che  functions  of  nerves  in  the  conne  of  their  inquiries. 
nis  naCundly  led  to  the  severance  of  their  friendship, 
and  an  occaaional  paper  war  extending  over  a  consider- 
iMe  period  of  time. 

Meanwhile  Mr.  Mayo,  then  in  his  28th  year,  com- 
menced a  course  of  lectorea  on  anatbmy  and  physiology 
in  a  school  situate  in  Berwick  StMet,  Oxford  Stjtoet, 
wlwjio  he  had  a  good  ckas,  to  whom  he  unfolded  the 
■Tateriea  of  the  nervous  apparatus,  as  far  as  they 
ware  then  known.  About  1828  he  became  the  worthy 
aace— or  of  Sir  Charlei  Bell,  at  the  Hunterian  School 
■a  Great  WindnriU  Street.  Prior  to  this  he  had  been 
aluetBd  to  fill  the  vacant  suiigeoncy  at  the  Mildleaex 
Hoapital  in  1827— an  office  which  he  held,  till  from 
increaaing  ill  hadtb,  be  was  compallcd  to  resign  it  in 
KoTembor,  1842. 

When  the  proprietary  institution,  known  by  the  name 

of  King^s  College,  wa^  opened,  in  1831,  the  great 

xepntation  Mr.  Mayo*  had  obtained,  caused  him  to  be 

aalected  from  a  host  of  competiton  for  the  chair  of 

anatoniy  and  physiology,  the  museum  he  had  prepared 

tbt  'die  illustration  of  those  subjects  being  disposed  of 

to  the  College  at  the  same  time,  to  constitute  the 

mdaaa  of  a  fine  cdlecfion  of  pathological  and  physi- 

<^ogical  specimens.    When,  however,  the  same  chair 

fVaa  raeated  at  University  College,  by  the  resignation 

of  I>r.  Jonea  Qosni,  Mr.  Mayo  proifered  himself  as 

one  of  thi*  candidates,  but  was  unsuocessfhl,  with  the 

additional  anndyanoe   ot  having   excited    feelings    of 

lilac ■—!  in  the  breasts  of  the  Council  of  King's  College. 

Amoof  the  honors  of  the  profession  which  be  acquired 

in  the  course  of  hia  career,  the  professorship  of  anatomy 

and  aumry  to  the  London  College  of  Surgeons  was 

that  vlWcb  he  held  in  the  highest  estimation,  as  stamping 

mtamAf  Ida  »iaiti»  in  the  profession.    This  opinion  of  his 

trill  ba.  shaved  by  the  mi(jority  of  the  profession,  aa  the 

attlaleiifag  of  that  office  on  hi<n  by  the  Council  of  the 

CoUece  «aa  a  proof,  that  in  their  oitiBiation  at  least  be 


held  a  distingnished  place  among  the  eoltivators  of  the 
medical  and  accessory  sciences. 

We  have  not  spoken  all  this  while  of  Mr.  Mayo'sprivate- 
caraer.  Although  a  man  of  pleasant  manner,  and  of  aa 
amiable  disposition,  with  an  agreeable  addreas,  he  never 
attained  to  the  possession  of  a  large  private  practice, 
not^thstanding  his  high  repute  as  a  physiologist,  and 
hts  real  eminence  as  a  clever  practical  sui^geon.  It  is  a 
singular  feet,  that  his  rival  in  physiological  studies.  Sir 
Charhs  Bell,  was  in  the  same  predicament,  neither  did 
he  epver  possess  what  may  be  considered  a  good  practice 
for  aisonsulting  surgeon.  We  believe  that  his  receipta 
frcm'^  professional  pursuits  rarely  exceeded  J^IOOO  a- 
yeari  while  some  of  hia  cotemporaries,  with  not  one 
tithe  of  his  general  sdentafic  or.  physiological  acquire- 
ments, and  perhaps  even  han^y  equal  to  him  in  prac* 
tical  suigeiy,  were  in  the  habit  of  taking  four  or  five 
timea  as  much  yearly.  Ic  would  seem,  had  we  not  Sir 
B.  C.  Brodie's  splendid  example  to  the  contrary,  that 
the  pursuits  of  science  ran  counter  in  the  eye  of  the 
public  to  the  possession  of  practical  informatmn,  and 
that  he  who  studied  nerves  and  their  functions  deeply, 
could  not,  in  their  opinion,  correctly  judge  when  a  leg 
should  be  removed,  nor  even  how  it  should  be  dono 
when  amputation  was  deemed  requisite. 

We  have  occufned  a  great  deal  of  space  in  our  account 
of  Dr.  Mayo,  but  we  trust  our  readers  will  not  thiiik 
we  have  dwelt  too  long  on  the  memoir  of  one  who* 
wouTd  have  attained  a  still  higher  position  than  he  did» 
aa  a  aound  f  ractlcal  (urgeon,  and  an  excellent  physi- 
ologist and  pathologist,  had  he  not  been  crippled  by 
disease,  which  undermined  his  bodily  health,  destroyed 
his  vigor,  and  rendered  him  incapable  of  following  hia 
profffaional  pursuits.  We  do  not  regard  it  aa  a 
blameable  error  on  his  part  that,  under  these  circum- 
stances, urged  on,  too,  by  the  advice  of  medical  frienda 
on  whose  judgment  he  could  rely,  he  sought  relief  from 
a  pbn  of  treatment  which,  when  employed  empirically, 
is  denounced  by  the  profession,  but  which  still  has  some 
parts  of  ita  practice  allied  with,  and  taken  from,  legi- 
timate medicine.  The  error  lay  in  subsequently  lending 
the  value  of  his  name  to  the  practice  itself,  for,  unfortu- 
nately^ many  will  r^ard  hiu  as  having  stamped  the 
proceeding  by  his  adopting  it>  who>  will  not  know  that 
in  reality  he  modified  it  very  extensively^  when  using  it 
for  hia  patients,  and  cohjoined  with  it  the  plana  and 
appliances  of  legitimate  practice.    Bfay  he  rest  in  peace*. 

We  nnderstandy  by  a  letter  received  firom  Jamaica^ 
that  i^er  has  kgain  broken  out  in  that  aeemingly  ill- 
iatad  ahip  the  Bekdr,  (now  called  the  Jtatammui,)  and 
that  nearly  a  third  of  the  crea  have  been  aent  to  the 
Naval  Hospital  at  Port  Royal.  Seven  or  eight  men 
have  already  fallen  victima  to  the  disease^  which  it 
appears  was  contracted  in  the  river  St.  Juan  dc  Nicaragua* 
on  the  east  ooaat  of  Mexico.  It  ia  not,  however,  the 
aame'^ind  of  Ibver  which  raged  so  destructively  in  thia 
vestfeV  dn  the  ooaat  of  Africa,  bat  the  common  remittiog 
fever  peculiar  to  hot  marshy  districts  .^itbin  the  tropics. 
It  is  not  attended  with  bladk  vomit;  and  yellowness  of 
the  akin  is  a  rare  occarrBnce,  even  in  M  fatal  cases. 
Still  it  ia  impossible  to  say  how  fiur  the  character  of  the 
fever  mijghit  have  changed,  had.  there  not  been,  instead 
of  a  black  hoK  bbo  that  at  Boa  l^ta,  a  weU-ventUated 
hospital,  with  an  efficient  ataff  at  hand  for  the  reoepdoa 
of  the  sick. 


UNIVSR8ITY  OF  LONDON. 

FxasT  Examination  for  ran  Daoaaa  or  Bacbblor 
OP  Mbdicink. — PAaa  Examination. 

Fifit  D/v'f fen.— John  Crown  Agnis,  B.A.,  Universitjr 
College;  John  Beddoe,  B.k.,  University  College; 
George  Buchanan,  B.A.y  Unhreraity  CoUc^;  Henvy 
BaUock,  a^iofaiing   St.  Oeotge'a    Hospital;   Wilijn* 
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fox,  B.A.»  Uoivenitj  Colbge;  Sydnejr  Jones,  St. 
Thomag's  Hospital ;  John  Zaeharuh  lianreiiee,  Uvtver* 
mtf  College ;  Frederick  Moon,  Gay's  Has|iitali  James 
Champion  PeoDy,  St.  George's  Hospital;  Hair; 
Power,  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital;  Henry  Rohert 
SiWester,  B.A.,  King's  College ;  Johm  Kent  Spender, 
:  King's  Colkg^e;  Arthnr  Umphelby,  adjoini^s' St. 
Geoi^ge's  Hospital. 

Second  Dteetim.— John  Henry  Bardet,  UniTcrsity 
College;  Samuel  AtSianasios  Casack,  itoyal  College  of 
Snigeons  in  Ireland;  Alfred  James  Dale,  London 
Hospital;  John  Footman,  UniTersity  College;  Charles 
Moore  Jessop.  King's  Col]q;e ;  Henry  Lneh^  0py!s 
hospital;  John  Alder  Vincent,  Qoeen's  CollMe,lBir. 
ningfaam;  William  Joseph  Williams,  St.  George's 
Hospital.  0      . 

Examination  fob  Honours. 

Anatontp  and  Phytiology, — Henry  Power,  Ezhit^ition 
and  Gold  Medal,  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital ;  John 
^achariah  Laurenqe,  Gold  Medal,  UniTersity  College ; 
Sydney  Jones,  St.  Thomas's  Hospital ;  John  Crown 
A^piis,  B.A.,  University  Collage;  Henry  Bollock, 
•adjoining  St.  George's  Hospital,  and  Henry  Robert 
Silrester,  B,A.,  King's  College,  equates;  George 
Buchanan,  B.A.,  University  CoWegii  AnharUmphelby, 
^adjoining  St.  George's  Hospital.     "  ' 

demwlry.  — G.  Buchanan,  B.A.,  Gol4  Med«Ji«. 
Universityl College;  John  Zacliariah  Lanreaoe,  -Gold 
Medal,  Universitty  College;  Henry .. Power,  Stl  Bar* 
tholomew's  Honpital ;  Frederick  Moon,  Gay's  iHospital ; 
Henry  Robert  Silvester,  B.A.,  King's  College;  James 
Champion  Penny,  St.  Geotuce's  Hospital,   s         ' 

Materia  Mediea  and  PAarmaeeulLal  CkemUtn^ — 
Frederick  Moon,  Gold  Medal,  Guy's  Hospital;  ,lohn 
^achariah  ^jaurence,  Gold  Minlal,  University  College ; 
James  Champion  Penny,  St.  George's  Hospital ;  Henry 
Robert  Silvester,  B.A.,  King's  College ;  Sydney  Jones, 
£t.  Thomas's  HoepitaL 

JSo/oMy.^-Henry  Power.  Gold  Medal,  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's  Hospital ;  6eoi|re  Buchanan,  B. A.,  University 
"College ;  James  Champion  Penny,  St.  Geofge'a 
Hospital. 


ROTAL  COLtfiGE  OF  SURGEONS. ' 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  the  foUowing 
members  of  the  College  were  admitted  Fellowji  under 
the  provisions  of  the  recent  Charter.: — James  Ramsay 
Atkins,  Stoke  Newington,  diploma  dated  July  1,  182ft. 
Henry  WoodruflTe  Bailey,  Thetford,  Norfolk,  Sept.  7. 
1810;  William  Blaythwayte,  Louth,  Lincolnshire, 
Sept.  27,  1833;  George  Eleasar  Blenkins,  Whiteht^ds 
Grove,  Chelsea,  Oct.  7, 1836;  Thomas  Leigh  Blundell, 
Ifew  Broad  Street,  May,  1, 1812;  Peter  Boawy,  ^wU 
wich,  April  2,  1828  ;  Robrrt  Brown,  Pre«ton,  Linca- 
shire,  S«pt.  7,  1821 ;  Samuel  Buf^knill,  Rugby,  |farch 
SI,  1806;  Pye  Henry  Chavnsse.  Birmingham,  Jan.  18, 
1833 ;  Robert  Romley  Cheyne,  Bemers  Streef,  Jiii  31 , 
1834;  Thomas  Farqnhar  Chilver,  New  Burflirgton 
Street,  Oct.  17,  182a;  Marc  Antony  Basilic  CorMn, 
Gosrnsey,  Oct.  4»  1836 ;  John  Courteney,  Artillery 
Place,  May  27,  1831 ;  Henry  Curling,  Rainsgate, 
July  28,  1837 ;  James  Stock  Daniel,  Ra'nsgate,  Oct. 
20,  1826;  Edward  Ooubleday,  Blackfriars  Road,  Oct. 
6,  1820;  Arthur  WUliam  Domville,  Manchester,  Nov. 
20,  1835 ;  Enoch  Dunkerley,  OiUham,  June  19, 1829  ; 
James  Garstang,  Clitheroe,  Jan.  29,  1828;  Raymond 
Gusquet,  Euston  Place,  Feb.  15.  1811  ;  Cimrles  Mends 
Gibson,  Norwich,  Jan.  27,  1832 ;  Uenfy  Greeiiwood, 
Horsleydown  Lane,  Oct.  7,  1814;  John  Haiiiswortii, 
late  of  Lincoln,  Sept.  10,  1830;  Samuel  Hate,  Lang- 
hsm  Place,  Feb.  3,  1809;  Wintour  Harris,  Claphain 
Road,  April.  21,  1835;  William  Heane,  Bury  St. 
Edmunds,  June  2,  1834 ;  James  Torry  Hebter,  Ozforil, 
Jane  1, 1821 ;  Frands  Edward  Hick*,  Henrietta  Street, 
Cavendish  Squac^   Feb.    17,   1832;    Ctiarlea  U^gg, 


Finsbnry  Plaoa  Sonth,  Bfay  27, 1836;  Was.  HnglM. 
Lamb's  Conduit  Street,  Nov.  1, 1816 ;  WimnnBarday 
Hutohinson,  Gnildlbrd  Sfueet,  Dec  4.  1829;  Hcaiy 
Derviche  Jones,  Soho  Square,  May  8,  1835  ;  Wilfiasa 
Jones,  Weston-super-Mare,  Oct.  7,  1836;  Georgt 
Kelson,  Sevenoaks,  Feb.  7,  1817;  Edward  Ucf^ 
Poole,  Dee.  6.  1822;  John  Levies,  Great  Geovgi 
Street,  Oct.  15,  1819;  WUliam  Ltoyd,  Amy  and 
Navy  Club,  Oct.  15,  1813 ;  Charles  Jamea  Bialtis, 
Upper  Seymour  Street,  April  15, 1836 ;  Miles  Biarfey, 
Cork  Street,  May  5,  1820 ;  Thomas  Leman  Maftthevs, 
Onett  TemMX,  Hyde  Park,  Jan.  7,  1820;  TlMmas 
Mellor,  Manchester,  March  21,  1834  ;  James  Nkfaols, 
Savile  Row,  Sept.  21,  1827 ;  'George  Ord,  Briiton 
Hill,  Feb.  8,  1831 ;  James  Phillips,  Bethnal  Greep, 
March  21,  1828 ;  Lewis  Powell,  John  Street,  Berfceify 
Square  Feb.  6,  1818 ;  David  Price,  Margate,  May  15, 
1812;  John  Pyle,  Oxford  Terrace,  Jan.  5,  1836; 
Thomas  Radford,  Manchester,  Augnat  1, 1817 ;  Geoqp 
Rawbone,  Chelsea,  OcL  4,  1822;  George  Sylvamn 
Snowden,  Ramsgate,  Sept.  17,  1830;  Willisas  Sole, 
St.  Neots,  June  19,  1829;  George  Jaosea  SqaiUs 
Orchard  Street,  Feb.  2,  1821;  Charles  Frederick 
Staunton,  Royal  Artillery,  Woolwich.  Nov.  12,  1830; 
Thomas  Stevenson,  Upper  Grosvenor  Street,  Dec  7, 
1821 1  Richard  Stokoe.  Peckham  Rye,  Feb.  13.  1829; 
Frederick  Symonds,  Oxford,  April  28,  1837 ;  Willism 
Tbomaa,  Pembroke  Dock,  Jan.  17,  1823;  Cbariei 
Tunaley,  Mil  I  brook  Place,  April  13,  1830;  Thomss 
Ward,  Sottth^ate,  Oct.  21,  1831 ;  Henry  Watson, 
Half.Moon  Street,  July  17,  1835;  Geotge  Wefartff. 
Sussex  Gardens,  Feb.  25,  1831 ;  William  Comer  West. 
Gnat  Malvern,  April  29,  1833. 

The  neit  professional  examination  for  this  dial 
will  take  place  in  December  next. 


SOCIETY  OP  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Thursday.  , 
12th: — John  Allinson,  Penrith,  Cumberland;  Norm 
William  Best,  Wednesbury,  Stafford  ;  Geor^ge  i 
Blake,  London;  Edward  John  Complin, 
James  Hartley,  Settle,  Yorkshire;  Robert  H estops 
Manchester;  James  ilurd  Keeling,  Edinbni;ghs  Jaass 
Kerr,  Leeds,  Yorkshire ;  James  Shepherd,  NortbaUsr- 
ton  ;  John  South,  Daveotry,  Northamptonshira. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Thursday,  August 
19th:~George  Vioipombe  Coates,  London;  Joka 
Brendon  Curgenvcn,  $:.  Kew,  Cornwall;  Dm aad 
Haldan,  Pmton ;  Benjamin  Hunt,  Napton,  Warwick- 
shire; Anios  Ii^ham,  Hebden  Bridge,  Yiiikakira; 
James  Scarborough  Loe,  Leeds;  Thomaa  Blakby, 
Shelton;  Thomas  Alban  M«Manns,  Hull;  WiU 
Niven,  London ;  Thomas  Walton,  UulL 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

.NOTICK     TO     MBMBBR8. 

Gentlemen  will  ob^rrve  that  the  Annual  Sabacripiiaaa 
become  due  on  the  Ftrst  of  January,  those  wlio  haas 
not  yet  paid  their  su6M:ript1oos  for  the  currbnt  tbab* 
or  who  are  in  arubabs,  are  requested  to  forward  lbs 
amount  due  either  to  the  Secretary  of  the  district  la 
which  they  reside,  or  to  the  Treasurer  or  SecreUry  sf 
the  AsstiSiation,  Worcester. 

J.  P.  SHBPPARD. 

Worcester,  August  I7ch,  1852. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications' have  been  received  6tNB  Dr^  Cowan; 
Dr.  Tilt;  Dr.  Hake;  Mr.  Hunt;  Dr.  WiUiwBM, 
ApHJey  Guise.;  Ho>pital  Repor  a,  (no  s%nat>affw— 
supposed  Nil  QeHprrandum) ;  -Dr.-Gppemao^  lib- 
Day;  Mr,  Cowky;  Dr,  ^QifeMi;  Or.  Tni»«(M|. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


LECTURES, 

ON  THE 

DISEASES    OF  CHILDREN, 


Bx&rmasB  m  *■■ 


Chatham  Street  School  qf  Medicine,  Manchetter. 
By  Dr.  MEREI, 

rMamaffhM  llmMgmriM  Jeadem^,  W9  Proft4$or  qf  tie  m»tti^  «/  Meatiut 
flf  f  Ac  VmiMnitf  ^  P*$tk,  CUniral  Pr^emof  ofiha  Dtta9e$  •f  CkUdren, 
mmd  Direefar^tkt  Ckiklm,'$  HotpUml  mt  Putk  i  Fellow  ef  ti*  Imperial 
§$*Mf  9f  Flanta,  ttt, 

LBCTUBB     XIII. 

Dreatmeni  of  continued  fever  tn  its  hyperetheme  and 
dithenie  etagee, — Local  nffections  {eqtpttrently  if^tam- 
matory)  which  arise  in  the  hypersthenic  stage,  reqture 
moderation  in  the  use  qf  debiMtatinff  means ;  the  fever 
Hse(f,  uncomplicated,  \f  present  in  infants,  requires  a 
Hand  and  expectant  management,  in  spite  ^f  high 
hypers  henic  symptoms.  Above  that  age  some  reme- 
dies admissible.  Sponging  Vfith  cold  water.  1\to 
asthenic  forms,  and  their  treatment.  Cmqtlications — 
diarrhoeOf  and  angina:   treatment, 

,  Gbnti,bm  BN, — Having  to  speak  at  present  of  the 
treatment  of  continned  fever  in  its  hypersthenic  and 
matheme  stages,  J  beg  you  ta  remember  the  principles 
BMOtioned  when  we  spoke  of  the  management  of  con- 
tiniied  fever  within  the  iirst  day  or  two.  Yon  will 
continne  to  follow,  with  a  vigilant  eye,  the  state  of  the 
liead,  throat,  and  abdomen,  and  combat  local  affections 
and  complications,  if  there  are  any.  A  degree  of 
erytheroafons  angina  is  not  nnfreqaent  at  that  stage. 
Bat,  althoagh  the  hypersthenic  symptoms  may  appear 
high  and  tnmnltnoas,  let  me  rersommend  moderation  in 
the  use  of  active  remedies  against  local  affections,  par- 
ticalarly  in  leeching  and  the  employment  of  the  emetic. 
We  mnst  pay  attention  to  this.  That  kind  of  local 
affection  which  may  appear  as  inflammatory,  showing 
itself  under  very  high  temperature,  and  dryness  of  the 
skin,  with  the  pulse  above  160,  does  not  admit  of  such 
powerful  antiphlogistic  treatment,  as  if  the  same  local 
affection  had  appeared  in  the  form  of  primary  inflam- 
mation, under  less  heat,  dryness,  and  frequency  of  the 
pulse.  The  passage  to  asthenia,  in  this  case  and  age, 
is  too  easy,  and  may  be  precipitated  by  even  a  moderate 
loss  of  blood.  Thus,  too,  if  signs  of  angina  should 
app^  about  the  third  day  of  the  fever,  under  the 
described  hypersthenic  symptoms,  there  is  scarcely  any 
good  chance  for  the  emetic,  unless  the  constitution  of 
the  child  and  its  age,  be  particularly  encouraging.  Bilious 
discharges  must  rather  be  gently  promoted,  never 
directly  stopped  by  astringents,  and  the  general  bilious 
tint,  particularly  in  hot  summer  time,  counteracted  by 
tartaric  or  citric  acid,  in  solution.  But  if  there  is  no 
saiient  complication,  and  the  child  be  of  tender  age,  the 
management  must  be  rather  abstemious  from  medicine. 
The  usual  way  of  practice  in  these  cases,  is  to  prescribe 
aoine  saline,  antimonial,  or  other  kind  of  active  remet'y, 
cslooiel  net  excepted.  This  pxactioe  is  intended  to 
break  the  violence  of  vascular  action,  oool  the  blood 
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and  the  like,  all  very  specious,  if  wo  could  but  realize 
them  with  those  remedies  which,  uncertain  even  with 
adults,  seldom  fail  to  derange  the  delicate  stomach  of 
the  child,  or  to  throw  a  new  brand  into  the  disordered 
system.  Abstracting  from  the  imperfect  knowledge 
we  have,  as  yet,  of  the  nature  of  continued  fever,  com- 
parative experimentation,  instituted  in  different  conti- 
nental hospitals,  though  not  to  sufficient  extent  yet, 
speaks  in  favour  of  a  more  bland  or  negative  treatment 
of  all  kinds  of  primary  fevers,  including  typhus.  I 
have  applied  myself  to  the  same  investigation,  as  far  as 
relates  to  infants  and  children,  during  the  last  six  years 
in  the  hospital  under  mj  care.  I  am  sorry  I  am  not 
enabled  yet  to  bring  before  you  the  results  in  exact 
figures ;  I  can  assure  you,  however,  that — abstracting 
from  local  complications,  which  you  must  not  overlook, 
and  which  may  require  som6  special  and  active  treat- 
ment-^in  spite  of  the  dangerous  aspect  of  the  mentioned 
hypersthenic  fever,  you  will  be  happier  in  practice  by 
withholding  from  such  little  patients,  most  particularly 
nurslings,  most  of  those  remedies.  How  frequently 
practitioners  must  lay  aside,  ot  change,  and  again 
change,  that  kind  of  prescription  for  adult  patients 
who  complain  of  some  disagreeable  effects.  Nurslings 
cannot  complain ;'  but  a  careful  observer  will  frequently 
have  noticed  more  restlessness,  increasing  tenseness  of 
the  epigastrium,  eructations,  and  similar  symptoms, 
soon  after  a  few  doses. 

It  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  have  before  you  a  child  in 
high  fiever,  amidst  an  anxious  family,  sad  not  to  act. 
The  homoeopathists  are,  at  any  rate,  in  an  easier  posi- 
tion whenever  nothing  must  be  done,  because  their 
globules  act  at  least  upon  the  parents  of  the  child ;  as 
to  ourselves,  we  want  not  only  certain  firmness  of  mind 
to  keep  an  expectative  position  in  face  of  alarming 
symptoms,  but  this  firmness  at  the  same  time  must 
support  us  through  our  manner  and  words  before  the 
excited  parents.  There  is,  no  doubt,  a  bland  or 
expectant  treatment  in  the  mentioned  instances,  require 
more  distinguished  qualities  on  the  side  of  the  physician, 
tlau  that  which  blindly  deals  with  powerful  drugs. 
Still,  if  your  patient  is  an  infant,  you  must  try  to  enable 
yourself,  by  degrees,  to  inaction  as  well  as  action,  and 
it  may  serve  you  as  an  encouragement,  that  the  results 
of  the  Childrens'  Hospital-  of  Pesth — obtained  from  the 
examination  of  niany  hundreds  of  recorded  cases  of 
primary  fevers  of  every  description — speak  decidedly  in 
favor  of  mild  or  negative  treatment,  including  foments, 
poulticing,  various  injections,  and  general  sponging.  I 
remember,  amongst  others,  the  resum/ of  100  cases  of 
the  kind,  with  a  mortality  of  8  per  cent.,  (very  little 
in  that  age,)  20  of  which  have  not  taken  internal 
medicines  at  all,  and  most  of  the  80  only  occasionally, 
for  one  or  other  symptoms.  By  and  by  I  did  the  same 
in  my  private  practice,  which  increased  rapidly,  and  to 
an  uncommon  extent,  in  that  department  of  physic. 

What  I  recommend  you,  therefore,  in  the  case  of 
uncomplicated  continued  fever  in  its  hypersthenic  stage, 
in  an  it^fant,  is  this: — reduce  the  quantity  of  milk 
which  the  infant  used  to  Uke,  and  give  frequently  cold 
water,  with  sugar,  to  drink }  onlj,  if  the  patient  is  above 
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one  year,  or  two,  and  no  sign  of  gastric  disorder  present^ 
then»  if  you  think  it  proper,  prescribe  an  ounce  or 
two  of  those  light  acidulated  mixtures  mentioned  in 
Lecture  YIII. 

In  the  case  of  pharyngeal  irritation,  the  following 
mixture  may  answer  the  best : — R.  Rad.  Alth.,  Fruct. 
Tamarind,  ntrq.,  dr.  iss. — iij. ;  Coqu.  c.  aq.  qu.  s.,  p.  |, 
bor. ;  Ad.  Colat.>  oz.  ss. — ^iij. ;  Adde  Addi  Hydrochlor. 
Dilutj  scr.  j. — dr.  ss. ;  Syrup.  Citri.,  dr.  iss. — iij.  S. 
One  teaspoonful  or  two  every  hour. 

Perspiration  is  the  natural  and  desirable  crisis,  but  it 
must  not  be  enforced  by  direct  internal  means.  The 
bowels  should  be  assisted  if  necessary,  by  injections  of 
castor  oil.  Moit  warmly  I  recommend  you  in  the  stage 
in  question,  to  sponge  with  cold  water  the  whole  surface, 
and  let  it  evaporate  under  the  coverings.  This  (too  much 
neglected  with  adults)  has  still  more  striking  g09d  effects 
upon  the  delicate  and  active  skin  of  children ;  it  may 
be  repeated  as  soon  as  the  skin  would  again  become 
hot  and  dry.  No  fear  of  a  hidden  exanthema  should 
ever  deter  you. 

The  treatment  qfthe  asthenic  stagey  I  find,  must  be 
rather  active.  Remember  the  principal  symptoms. 
But  I  will  bring  before  you  two  different  forms  and 
indications.    There  are,  of  course  many  varieties. 

First,  you  may  have  this :  under  rapid  increase  of 
frequency  (towards  180  and  more)  and  feebleness  of  the 
pulse,  and  dryness  of  the  skin,  ita  temperature  is  high, 
the  movements  of  head,  eyes  and  limbs,  show  great 
restlessness,  startings,  twitchings,  and  occasional  tremor 
Under  this  group  of  symptoms,  which  may  perhaps 
correspond  to  the  erethistic  stage  of  the  nervous  fever 
of  adults,  as  described  by  Peter  Frank,  I  have  adopted 
with  great  success  camphor  with  opium  internally,  and 
cold  sponging  with  water  and  vinegar  (about  one-sixth 
part  of  the  latter),  rubbing,  with  flannel  dipped  into  it, 
the  chest,  abdomen,  and  limbs,  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
then  rub  them  dry. 

This  form  yon  will  seldom  see  under  three  years, 
when  a  single  dose  should  not  be  more  than  one-sixth 
df  a  grain  of  both  Pulv.  Doveri  and  of  camphor,  with 
some  grains  of  sugar,  all  reduced  to  the  finest  possible 
powder,  watching  carefully  the  effect,  and  not  to  be 
more  than  two  or  three  doses,  stronger  or  weaker^ 
according  to  the  age ;  if  they'  do  good  at  all,  few  doses 
will  do  80,  and  the  improved  state  will  commonly  not 
admit  of  further  repetition.  Besides  that,  you  may  give 
a  light  infusion  of  valerian,  half  a  scruple  to  the  ounce, 
to  drink  from  time  to  time,  cold. 

The  signs  of  iraprovemeot  will  be:  decreasing  frequency 
of  the  pulse,  with  more  turgor  and  less  dryness  of  the 
skin,  more  rest,  and  better  countenance.  Another 
imjiortant  indication  you  will  find  in  this :  rapid  increase 
of  frequency  of  the  pulse,  (180  and  more,)  and  marked 
feebleness ;  the  heat  of  the  skin  decreases  rapidly  with 
the  exception  of  the  forehead,  which  is  very  hot ;  torpid 
drowsiness  or  sopor,  with  moaning,  head  and  eyes  heavy, 
little  or  no  restlessness,  nor  convulsive  twitchings  or 
trem  >rs.  In  this  ease  the  action  of  opium  would  be 
almost  certainly  fatal.  In  this  state  I  recommend  you,  ^ 
instead  of  camphor,  a  drop  or  two  of  Spt.  Ammon, 


Arom.,  to  be  repeated  according  to  its  effects,  and  a 
light  infusion  of  arnica-roots,  to  drink  hot,  from  timo 
to  time.  Sponging  must  be  performed  with  hot  cam- 
phprated  brandy,  rubbmg  at  first  the  akin  with  it, 
energetically,  and  then  rub  it  dry  with  warm  flannd. 
The  principal  signs  of  improvement  will  be :  decreaae 
of  frequency  of  the  pulse,  with  simultaneous  increase  of 
heat  and  turgor,  and  more  animation  of  movements  and 
countenance. 

Both  these  asthenic  forms,  in  order  to  present  ^be 
mentioned  indications,'  must  have  been  shortly  subse- 
quent to  what  we  have  traced  as  the  hypersthenic  stage. 

Both  are  exceedingly  dangerous,  the  latter  almost 
constantly  fatal ;  both  differ  from  what  we  see  in  adults, 
by  the  more  striking  appearance  and  progress  of  debility, 
and  exhaustion  of  vitality.  A  mischievous  mistake  it 
would  be,  if  you  were  misled  by  the  soporous  or  oomatoos 
form,  to  take  and  treat  secondary  asthenic  fever  lor 
meningitis.  I  beg  therefore  to  remind  you  of  the  de- 
scription of  this  disease.  On  the  distinction  frma 
typhus-r-more  difficult  but  less  important— I  will  apeak 
in  a  future  lecture. 

I  have  frequently  dissected  bodies  of  in&nt  childrso, 
who  died  in  these  forms  in  four  or  fire  days,  in 
whom  I  could  not  detect  anatonoical  changes  at  all. 
This  happens  rarely  with  elder  children,  and  still  lesa 
with  adults ;  asthenic  stages  of  different  primary  fevers 
run  all  much  slower  and  longer  in  the  latter ;  and  after 
a  strict  comparison,  I  should  think,  in  the  tender 
organism  it  cannot  come  in  continued  fever  to  such  a 
degree  of  chemical  change  of  the  blood,  as  in  dder 
individuals.  Exhaustion  of  nervous  power  sooner 
causes  death,  and  seems  to  be  the  more  immediate 
agent  towards  death.  Therefore  I  thonght  ''astheiuc" 
to  be  a  proper  t^rm  for  that  kind. 

There  have  been  cases  in  which  I  have  prescribed 
quinine  with  camphor,  from  a  quarter  to  half  a  grain  of 
t-  e  former,  with  one-eighth  of  a  grain  to  one  quarter 
of  the  latter,  to  be  repeated  every  two  houre.  Tlio 
indicatioii  of  this  was  in  particular  lounded  upon  low  or 
moderate  temperature  of  the  skin,  the  pulse  above  160; 
and  every  expression  of  muscular  languor,  weakness  ia 
the  spinal  innervation,  no  convulsive  restlessness,  nor 
the  signs  of  decided  torpor  as  above.  An  essential 
condition  for  the  folerance  of  quinine  is  a  soft,  propor- 
tionally good  state  of  the  abdomen.  This  I  did  sucoesa- 
fuUy  in  elder  children,  but  with  disagreeable  effect*  ia 
some  under  two  years  of  age ;  that  remedy  ia  not  so 
proper  for  their  tender  stomachs. 

And  you  will  meet  with  that  kind  of  asthenic  stage 
consecutive  to  the  primary  hypersthenic,  in  different 
variations,  gradations  and  shadows,  on  which  you  most 
found  your  judgment,  principally  upon  the  often-iDeii- 
tioned  proportional  relation  of  principal  symptoms.  Iia 
some  instances  it  will  not  appear  clearly,  if  the  case  be 
of  the  hy[>^rsthenic  or  the  opposite  character.  I  wish 
you,  in  these  instances,  to  see  that  you  see  dear,  said 
I  advise,  that  when,  you  see  not  clearly,  you  should  frncj, 
before  you  act,  that  an  homoeopathist  is  at  (be  door,  cr 
place  yourxelf  even,  when  you  act,  as  if  upon  a  lerel 
with  him.    Active  remedies  under  dear  drcnmataaoea. 
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«Bd  D«gatiye  conduct  under  the  opposite.  Thas  you 
vuflt  fight  the  battle  against  homoeopathy.  Thui  I 
fought  it;  not  directly  attacking  them,  and  attributiDg 
homoepathic  progress  to  many  canses,  bat  not  to  the 
most  real,  to  onr  own  imperfiections  or  imprudence  in 
practice.  I  believe  that  acknowledging  their  negative 
pow^r,  in  many  obscure  cases,  suits  us  better  than  an 
inveterate  confidence  in  obscure  therapeutical  actions 
against  obscure  maladies.  This  reflection  finds  a  par- 
ticular application  to  children's  practice.  Do  not 
imagine  too  easily  you  know  the  pathological  condition 
«f  the  child,  and  if  you  think  you  are  not  quite  sure, 
apply  nothing,  or  quite  indifierent  things,  as/,  e.,  tea- 
■poonfui  doses  of  an  infusion  of  ipecacuanha,  two  or 
three  grains  to  the  ounce,  or  similar,  to  which  some 
physicians  even  may  attribute,  I  do  not  know  what 
•ffiect,  but  which  may  be  considered  as  an  allopathist 
homoeopathism,  sometimes  required  for  those  patients, 
or  fiunilies,  who  absoluteiy  wish  to  see  prescriptions  and 


jComplieatiotu  qf  that  (uthenie  tiage,  as  described, 
ate  very  few ;  if  these  are  hidden  or  apparent,  they 
date  their  origin  from  the  other  stage. 

Diarrhmaf  which  we  see  sometimes  to  appear,  is 
oonnected  with  little  or  no  signs  of  pain,  is  thin,  mostly 
of  some  brownish  colour,  and  very  offensive  smell ;  the 
abdomen,  not  constantly  distended  with  gases.  In  rare 
cases  it  is  of  a  dirty  whitish,  greyish  aspect. 

This  compli:ation  will  but  hasten  the  decline  of  vital 
power.  Bilious  discharges,  I  mentioned  already,  some- 
times appearing  at  the  height  of  the  hypersthenic  stage, 
aa  a  good  occurrence,  but  rare  at  the  tender  age.  If  so, 
ihe  temperature  will  decrease,  and  the  little  patient 
abow  more  rest,  which  you  will  not  mistake  for  com- 
mencing asthenia,  if  you  find  that  along  with  the  heat 
also  the  frequency  of  palse  decreases. 

It  wants  not  to  be  repeated,  that  bilious  discharges, 
green  at  the  very  moment  of  the  discharge,  must  not 
be  directly  suppressed ;  sometimes  even  under  the  pre- 
aence  of  the  asthenic  character  of  fever,  when  scarce, 
xather  promoted  by  bUnd  doses  of  castor  oil.  Hence 
it  follows,  that  if  at  the  stage  of  transition  towards,  or 
even  at  the  apparent  beginning  of  the  asthenic  stage, 
you  .should  happen  to  find  dirty  whitish  •discharges, 
without  trace  of  bile,  and  the  right  hypochondrium 
tense,  you  may  adopt  the  following  indication  : — From 
a  quarter  to  half  a  grain  of  calomel,  or  more,  according 
to  the  age,  to  be  repeated  every  two  hours,  until  the 
effect  becomes  manifest.  If,  however,  those  whitish 
dischai^ges  are  copious,  then  it  would  be  imprudent  to 
give  more  for  a  dose  than  one-sixteenth  or  one-twelfth 
of  a  grain. 

Aa  to  the  other  bad  kind  of '  diarrhoea,  thin,  dark 
coloured  and  foetid,  under  a  rapid  progress  of  asthenic 
symptoms,  little  can  be  done  against  it  by  direct  remedies. 
To  stop  it  in  these  cases  by  opium,  is  the  most  danger- 
pus  plan.  If  there  is  any  good  chance,  it  must  fullow 
the  above-mentioned  treatment  by  internal  and  external 
atimUlant  means,  upon  the  nervous  system,  and  the 
akin,  to  which,  if  the  skin  has  a  moderate  or  low  tem- 
jperaturei,  you  may  ajd  hot  poultices,  with  one-eighth 


part  of  mustard,  made  up  with  brandy  instead  of  wafeer, 
on^ihe  abdomen. 

If,  daring  the  hypefsOenic  stage,  symptoma  of 
active  congestion,  in  the  brain,  lungs,  or  liver,  wera 
present,  these  in  the  asthenic  stage,  will  disappear, 
or  take  up  a  passive  character,  unmanageable  by  active 
antiphlogistic  means.  The  skin,  being  now  in  a  more 
dry  and  less  active  condition,  will  allow  the  use  of 
sinapisms,  not  to  be  carried,  however,  to  too  strong  aa 
effect;  and  no  blisters,  which  easily  might  cau^o 
unhealthy  ulcerations. 

Angina  rf  any  kind  if  it  was  present  at  the  other 
stage,  will  have  the  same  lot  of  passing  into  a  passive 
state.  Slight  degrees  of  swelling,  under  the  fatal 
progress  of  asthenia,  I  have  seen  to  disappear.  Pharyn- 
geal ulcerations  take  up  an  unhealthy  aspect,  dirty-pale 
surface,  and  pale  all  around ;  in  some  cases,  however^ 
we  observe  a  livid  aspect,  which,  if  the  asthenic  stage, 
continues  some  days,  may  pass  into  sphacelous  sloughing. 
The  gVtater  the  debility,  the  less  good  you  can  expect 
in  these  cases,  either  from  the  internal  use  of  the  above 
mixture,  with  hydrochloric  acid,  or  the  local  application 
of  the  caustic.  *  You  must  rely  upon  the  internal  and 
external  stimulant  plan,  as  recommended  in  this  lecture, 
and  locally  touching  by  a  sponge  with  camphorated 
brandy. 

If  in  young  children  yon  succeed  to  check  the  progress 
of  the  asthenic  stage,  and  to  resuscitate  vital  energy — 
manifested  by  those  changes  of  the  skin  and  the  pulse 
which  I  have  already  indicated — still  the  i|covery  will 
be  stow.  And  remarkable  it  is,  that  whilst  the  more 
rapid  progress  towards  recovery  immediately  from  the 
height  of  the  hypersthenic  stage,  shows  a  more  or  less 
striking  critical  action,  by  perspiration:  the  slow  recovery 
from  the  asthenic  stage  will  manifest  nothing,  or  very 
litUe,  of  that  visible  crisis. 

In  some  cases  asthenia,  subsequent  to  the  height  of 
the  hypersthenic  stage,  takes  another  course:  when, 
on  the  third  or  fourth  day,  the  danger  of  that  high  fever 
seemed  to  pass  away,  under  some  moisture  of  the  skin, 
better  pulse  and  countenance,  still  recovery  will  not 
duly  go  on.  The  head  of  the  child  seems  easier,  the 
skin  less  hot,  and  the  pulse  comes  down  towards  150  or 
130,  but  the  child  is  exceedingly  weak,  resUess,  and 
irritable,  with  disordered  abdominal  functions,  and  thus 
by-and-by  the  fever  ceases  entirely,  or  passes  into  a 
gastric,  remittent  form,  puzzling  your  expectations.  Of 
these  forms  I  will  speak  on  a  future  occasion,  con- 
cluding with  again  recommending  you  great  reserve  with 
internal  medicines.  Whenever  the  indication  in  the 
course  of  a  continued  fever  is  not  quite  clear,  rely  very 
much  upon  the  management  of  the  skin.  I  believe  I 
have  saved  more  children's  lives  from  the  dangers  of  fever 
by  acting  upon  their  skins,  than  by  their  mouths. 

On  the  whole,  the  hypersthenic  and  asthenic  character 
of  simple  continuous  fever  are  both  rather  rare  in  infants 
and  children. 
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I  AM  deslroas  of  drawing  attention  to  the  treatrntot 
of  heart  disease  by  means  of  inhalation.  All  remedies 
are  in  a  certain  sense  applied  with  a  view  to  effect  local 
changes;  but  it  has  not  been  sufficiently  considered 
that  by  means  of  endosmosis  it  is  easy  to  bring  onr 
lemedies  into  direct  contact  with  the  lining  membrane 
of  the  loft  heart  and  aorta,  as  well  as  with  the  capillaries 
of  the  ptdmonary  tissue.  A  sedative,  (for  example, 
fox-glove  or  hydrpcyanic  acid,)  suspended  in  the  vapour 
of  water,  or  in  atmospheric  air,  and  inhaled,  must  pass 
by  a  well-known  law  into  the  capillaries  of  the  lungs, 
and  accompany  the  newly-aerated  blood  whicU^  they 
contain  through  the  pulmonary  veins  to  the  left  auricle. 
The  result  of  this  process  of  treatment  is  direct,  as 
respect^  the  left  auricle  and  ventricle  only ;  but  it  is 
this  side  of  the  heart  principally  which  becomes  affected 
by  disease,  particularly  by  that  form  of  it— namely, 
hypertrophy,  which  is  susceptible  of  relief  or  cure  by 
the  means  to  be  presently  pointed  out. 

While  it  18  impossible  to  cure  hypertrophy  of  the 
heart  in  an  advanced  stage,*  it  is  of  great  importance  to 
know  that  it  may  be  cared  easily  in  an  early  form, 
especially  wiieo  it  is  remembered  that  the  affection,  at 
first  slight,  is  progressive,  and  is  attended  with  peculiar 
distress  to  the  patient  from  its  invasion. 

The  method  pursued  by  me  in  the  treatment  of  this 
disease  is  the  following : — I  order  from  five  to  ten  drops, 
the  increase  being  gradual,  of  diluted  hydrocyanic  acid 
to  be  inhaled  three  times  a  day  in  the  vapour  of  hot 
water,  at  the  hours  of  eleven,  three,  and  seven,  or 
midway  between  meals.    The  patient  is  directed  to  lie 
down  for  one  hour  after  each  inhalation  of  the  acid. 
The  effect  of  the  treatment  is  at  once  to  subdue  the 
increased  impulse  of  the  heart  for  the  space  of  an  hour 
or  more  after  its  application,  and  the  mere  rest  thus 
acquired  by  th»  organ  conduces  to  restore  it  to  health. 
Faintness  is  experienced  by  the  patient  for  some  time 
after  inhaling  the  acid,  not  to  a  sufficient  degree  to  be 
distressing,  yet  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  the 
recumbent  position  advisable.     In  mild  cases,  at  the 
end  of   four  or  six   weeks,  the  periodical  arrest  of 
impulse  produced  in  the  heart  becomes  peristent,  but 
this  improvement  is  attended  with  distressing  feelings 
of  faintnevs,  and  a  return  of  palpitation  on  the  occur- 
rence of  exciting  causes.     But  at  this  period  of  the 
treatment  the  organic  affection  has  given  way,   the 
hypertrophy,  or -over  nutrition  is  checked,  audit  only 
remains  to  restore  tone  to  the  nervous  system  of  the 


>  8i:iee  this  puper  waa  written  I  have  leen  a  patfent  who  haa  been 
r  the  treatment  here  laid  down  for  MTeral  jmn,  at  intervale.  H» 
eaae  waa  orlginall;  one  of  the  worat  forma  of  bypertfophy  of  the  heart 
from  ihenmatinn  that  ever  came  under  my  »>tice.  It  la  now  lo  greatly 
idieved  aa  to  prteeot  only  a  elight  form  of  the  diaeaae,  and  1  believe  it 
to  be  aeaeeptible  of  a  complete  cine.     I  aha'l  refer  to  it  ia  a  fotore 


thorax  by  quinine  and  steel,  aided  by  a  liberal  dieC^ 
I  have  pursued  this  plan  of  treatment  for  twelve  yeai» 
in  the  wards  of  the  Suffolk  General  Hospital^  and  in 
private  practice.     I  have  never  known  it  to  faiL 

I  venture  (o  call  the  attention  of  those  who  engags* 
themselves  in  the  diagnosis  of  heart  diaeaaes  to  the* 
above  brief  remarks,  and  to  predict  that  they  will  prore 
suggestive  of  new  modes  of  treatment,  not  only  in  thea?* 
but  likewise  in  aortic  affections.      I  need  scarcely  ad^ 
that  remedies  of  the  most  opposite  character  may  h& 
thus  employed  to  combat  the  different  forms  of  disease. 
Touching  the  pathology  of  the  affection  nndcr  speod 
discussion,  it  has  been  considered  on  high  antherity 
that    hypertrophy    of    the    ventricle    cannot    anfaort 
long  in  its  simple  form,    and  that  it  is  difficnlt  to- 
authenticate  its  presence  before  it  morgea  into  dila- 
tation.     The    diagnosis    of    a    simple    hypertrophy 
is  no  doubt  inferential;   the  local  character  of  auch  as- 
affection  quickly  merging  into  the  more  general  form  m 
which  dihitation  originates,  enlargement  of  all  the  Ebiw 
necessarily  giving  rise  to  increase  of  the  venliuMlar 
cavity.     Still  a  simple  hypertrophy  ia  possible,  bat  tint 
I  would  not  infer  on  the  usual  grounds.    I  woold  no* 
admit  that  an  affection  of  this  kind,  giving  riae  l» 
eccentric  enlargement  in  its  bulk,  without  affecting  tliar 
cavity  of  the  ventricle,  was  simple,  any  more  timn  it 
would  be  admitted  generally  that  a  similar  affeelMio, 
which,  from  ite  position,  caused  the  cavity  of  tfaovotbkie 
to  be  diminished,  (concentric  hypertrophy,)  was  siiDple. 
Both  eccentric  and  concentric  hypertrophy,  tliovgb 
thus  affecting  the  bulk  and  the  capacity  of  the  Imrt 
by  the  same  morbid  process,  but  with  a  different  reaelt 
as  respects  form,  may  take  place  under  a  similar  Imw  to 
that  which  governs  simple  hypertrophy,  an  affCTiliidii 
modifying  neither  the  bulk  nor  the  capacity  of  ti» 
organ  in  which  it  happens. 

A  Eimple  hypertrophy,  coming  within  the  abofO 
definition,  may  occur  in  any  part  of  the  heart,  whtAm 
in  the  superficial,  reflected,  or  proper  fibres.  ItjMT 
be  unattended  witii  increase  of  bulk,  though  not  aC 
density.  Indeed,  in  true  hypertrophy,  witii 
changes  it  may  otherwise  be  associated,  the  < 
of  the  heart  is  increased,  though  its  texture 
normal.  And  it  is  constantiy  found  that  the  n^ 
ventricle  becomes  tough  to  a  degree  unknown  ef«n  at 
the  ventricle  of  the  left  side.  Now.  this  increeeecf 
consistence,  by  which  true  hypertrophy  ia  cbaracteriaed* 
can  arise  only  after  a  displacement  of  areolor  tiaeiie  aai 
sarcolemma,  and  a  development  of  muscular  fibre  in  the 
heart ;  and  when  constituting  the  form  of  disease  nuuA 
simple,  might  with  propriety  be  called  centric  hjpa^ 
trophy,  in  contra-distinction  to  eccentric  and  ooncetttri^ 
both  of  which,  however,  are  eccentric  in  relation  to  it. 

There  are  forms  of  cardiac  disease  classed  mdv 
the  head  of  hypertrophy,  in  which  the  colour,  teztoit^ 
and  consistence  of  the  heart  are  abnormal,  and  nighft 
give  rise  to  a  doubt  whether  a  true  musenlsr  hyfO^ 
trophy  is  to  be  recognized  as  tiieir  distingiushing  feeftv^ 
a  question  whidi  the  microscope  will  defennia^ 
Meantime,  physiologically  speaking,  every  instaoeeeC 
incipient  hypertrophy  of  the  hesrt  bcufs 
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4lie  tkmeatM  of  its  own  incraiie,  aad  while  the  develop* 
iatg  prooetthM  a  mettblanoe  in  this  reipect  to  that  of 
'  •  Tolmtery  mnsde,  there  is  no  power  in  the  heart,  as 
In  the  arm,  of  secoring  rest,  and  the  oonseqoence  is,  a 
disproportionate  increase  of  bulk  in  the  overactive  oigao. 
The  pnipose  of  treatment,*  therefore,  is  to  imitate  the 
«lfects  of  rest  an  a  volnntarj  mnsde,  and  this  is  fully 
eflbeted  by  the  remedy  prescribed  above.  It  mast  be 
evident  that  a  oareftil  diagnosis  is  an  important  antece- 
dent of  treatanent  in  these  cases.  Where  httf  degene> 
vation  is  snppoied  to  be  blended  with  the  hjrpertrophied 
tiflsne,  there  is  already  a  disposition  to  leipothymia, 
whidi  should  counter-indicate  the  use  of  the  add,  and 
veaeons  might  easily  be  adduced  why  no  success  could 
"he  anticipated  from  its  employment  when  the  heart  is 
iidbby  as  vrell  ss  enlarged,  and  its  tissue  is  infiltrated 
with  the  products  of  ipfiammation.  These  points  are 
to  be  judged  of  by  general  as  well  as  special  diagnosis, 
end  by  the  previous  history. 

The  causes  of  a  true  hypertrophy  are  often  accidental, 
-surising  most  frequently  from  overeflTort  of  the  muscular 
system,  and  from  the  extension  of  rheumatism ;  these 
occur  often  in  the  healthy,  and  their  effects  are  peeuUarly 
susceptible  of  cure;  but  where  the  endocardium  or  the 
▼alves  have  undergone  change  the  bruit  remains  after 
•the  preternatural  impulse  is  srrested. 

I  will  conclude  by  observing  that  the  most  promising 
-cases  are  those  which,  whfle  classed  as  presenting  patho- 
logical phenomena,  not  only  from  errors  of  relative 
proportion  of  the*  part  affected  to  the  entire  organ,  but 
-firom  the  numerous  disturbing  causes,  which  they  intro- 
duce, must  be  viewed  as  resulting  through  physiological 
phenomena,    lliere  is  probably  as  little  relative  differ- 
•enoe  between  the  hard  muscular  limb  of  a  trained  man, 
.emd  true  hypertrophy  of  the  heart  from  mechanical 
obstruction,  on  tlie  one  baud,  as  there  is  between  the 
ifeabby,  voluntary,  and  involuntary  muscles  of  the  anaemic 
patient  on  the  otihgf.^  Indeed  it  may  be  shown  that,  in 
ordinary  development  from  the  foetal  to  the  mature  life 
of  the  heart,  a  law  is  observed  similar  to  that  which 
governs  its  hypertrophic  increase.     It  is  in  fact  found, 
iSiat  the  various  parts  of  this  organ  attain  their  due  pro- 
•portioxis  in  connection  with  the  increased  demand  made 
upon  them ;    tho  ventricles  enlaige  as  the  Eustachian 
-wailve  becomes  dosed,  the  auricles  having  their  develop- 
ment arrested  as  the  foramen  of  Botal  becomes  opened, 
or  in  other  words,  the  conversioq^of  the  ventricles  from 
St  single  to  a  double  organ,  is  attended  from  the  third 
to  the  fifth  month,  with  the  establishment  of  that  due 
proportion  between  the  ventricles  and  aoricles^-owing 
■to'  the  increased  activity  of  the  former — which,  in  early 
ftoetal  life,  was  wanting,  affording,  a  normal  Instance  of 
an  hypertrophy  proceeding  in  one  portion  in  relation  to 
another,  in  the  same  organ.     At  the  fifth  month  of 
^betal  life  the  left  ventricle  is  more  capacious  tlian  its 
f^low,  but  the  thickness  of  the  walls  of  the  heart  is  the 
sAore  on  both  sides.     But  afterwards,  when  the  func- 
tion of  the  left  heart  is  called  into  full  action,  tho  pro- 
portionate thickness  of  the  wall  of  the  left  ventricle 
to  the  light  changes  rapid^ ;  instead  of  rGmainifig  equal 
At  becomes  as  fear  or  even  five  to  one. 
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THE  TBEATMENT  OF  DIAHBHGSA  AND 

DYSENTEEY  BY  SULPHURIC  ACED. 

Br  EDGAR  SHEPPARD,  Eso.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.SJL 

Thb  treatment  of  diarrhoea  and  dysentery  by  means  . 
of  sulphurie  add,  of  which  mention  was  made  hi  th» 
various  medical  journals  some  months  ago,  and  the 
efficacy  of  which  has  since  been  confirmed  by  a  fear 
practitioners,  has  reodved  in  my  hands  the  most  rigid 
and  severe  experimental  test;  and  though  I  am  averaa 
generally  to  obtrude  myself,  and  the  details  of  mj 
practice,  upon  the  notice  of  the  public,  I  cannot,  npoa 
this  occasion,  refirain  from  doing  so,  inasmuch  as  tba 
facts  whidi  I  propose  to  state  are  so  striking,  and  tho 
evidence  which  I  am  about,  to  offer  so  condosive,  (to 
my  own  mind,)  that  I  think  I  ought  to  press  upon  my 
medical  brethren  the  propriety  of  testing  and  comparing 
with  the  olden,  this  modem  treatment^a  treatment 
whidi  (forwhat/easons  I  know  not)  has  not  yet  recdved 
that  support  and  countenance  from  the  profession  to 
which  it  is  most  fully  entitled. 

Though  it  is  true  that  sulphuric  add,  combined  with 
some  alkali,  in  the  shape  of  a  neutral  salt,  has  beeo 
frequently  administered  in  various  forms  of  dysentery* 
I  bdieve  the  exhibition  of  it  alooe,  and  uncombined,  ia 
indiscriminate  oases  of  diarrhoea,  to  be  perfectly  novet 

During  the  last  six  weeks  I  have  seen  upwards  of  fif^ 
cases  of  diarrhoea,  many  of  them  being  severe,  some  few 
the  very  worst,  forms  of  English  cholera.  In  only  one 
instance  have  I  witnessed  the  fejlnrs  of  the  add  treat- 
ment,  and  in  that  instance  the  chalk  and  astringent 
treatment  was  unsnooeseful  also.  There  was  only  this 
difference  between  the  two  systems  :-^the  acid  plan 
seemed  to  have  no  effect  upon  the  disease,  the  chalk 
plan  actually  aggravated  all  the  symptoms  to  a  very 
frightful  extent. 

I  propose  in  this  brief  paper,  first  to  give  my  readers 
some  idea  of  the  character  of  the  prevailing  epidemic  in 
my  locality ;  secondly,  I  purpose  detailing  a  few  of  tha 
worst  cases  selected  from  my  note-book;  and,  thirdly, 
I  propose  to  draw  a  few  practical  conclosions  from  them 
as  to  the  comparative  advantages  of  the  alkaline  and 
add  modes  of  treatment.^ 
e 

I.  The  character  of  the  <*pidemic/ which  has  been  sp 
prevalent  in  my  neighbourhood  during  the  last  six 
weeks,  has  been  as  follows : — Great  prostration  of  tha 
vital  powers;  severe  griping  and  pinching  pains  in  tha 
bowels,  (not  invariable.)  greatly  aggravated  by  drinking 
anything  hot,  greatly  relieved  by  cold;  tongue  generally 
dry  and  furred,  occasionally  moist  and  red ;  distressing 
flatulence,  the  bowds  bdng  at  times  very  much  dis- 
tended ;  burning  thirst,  and  seosatiun  of  heat  down 
the  whole  course  of  the  alimentary  canal,  with  (in  some 
cases)  incessant  vomiting. 

II,  Cote  1.— I.  T.,  seized  on  the  morning  of  August 
1st  with  violent  pain   in   the  boweU,  with  voniitii^ 
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and  pur^ging^tt  roost  decided  case  of  what  is  ▼olgariT' 
called  "upwards  and  doumwards/*  I  was  sent  for 
alK>at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening.  He  complained  of 
intense  pain,  whidi  had  been  greatly  increased  by  his 
having  swallowed,  about  half  an  hour  previously,  a  enp 
of  hot  tea,  althoogh  the  stomach  only  retained  it  for 
about  five  minutes ;  pulse  feeble,  120 ;  tongue  red 
and  moist ;  feet  cold ;  intense  thirst  and  desire  for  cold 
water,  which  his  friends  would  not  let  him  have ;  had 
bad  about  fifteen  watery  rioe-coloured  evacuations  since 
the  morning.  Nothing  would  remain  on  the  stomach. 
I  immediately  gave  him  a  dose  of  the  following  mixture, 
which  I  had  taken  with  me  in  my  pocket,  upon  his 
wife's  description  of  the  case: — R.  Sacchari  Albi, 
dr.  iv. ;  Acid.  Sulph.  Dil.,  dr.ij. ;  Tr.  Cardamom  Co., 
dr.  iv. ;  Aqus  Menth.  Pip.  ad.,  oz.  vi.  M.  A  fourth 
part  to  be  taken  every  four  hours.— >The  patient  had  no 
aooner  swallowed  the  mixture  than  it  returned.  I  then 
ordered  some  cold  water  fresh  from  the  pump^-to  be . 
procured,  when  I  allowed  him  to  drink  as  mndk  «§  he 
desired.  He  immediately  swallowed  three  tumblers 
faJl,  and  expressed  the  most  intense  satisfiustion. 
**  The  burning  heat,"  he  said,  "  was  quenched."  The 
pain  immediately  ceased.  The  sickness  did  no^t  refeim. 
In  about  ten  minutes  time  I  gave  him  another  dose  of 
the  mixture,  with  a  pill  of  calomel  and  opium,  one 
grain  each,  and  left  him  with  directions  to  oontinue  the 
mixture  eveiy  four  hours,  and  drink  as  much  water  as  he 
wished.  The  following  day  I  found  my  patient 
quite  well.  There  had  been  no  recurrence  of  eithei  the 
;  or  purging. 


Can  2. — ^Rev.  T.  S.  is  subject  every  summer,  being 
a  nervous  weak  subject,  to  attacks  of  dysentery,  which 
leave  him  in  a  state  of  great  prostntion.  I  first  saw 
him  August  3rd.  The  dysentery  had  been  on  him  for 
tiiree  days,  and  had  not  yielded  to  his  usual  remedy— 
the  Mist.  Cretse  Co.,  with  a  little Tt.  Opii.  Great  pain 
in  the  bowels;  subject  to,  and  then  sufTering  firom, 
ascarides;  tongue  dry  and  furred;  oonstMl  nausea. 
Ordered  the  same  mixture  as  in  case  1,  which  afforded 
immediate  relief.  The  next  day  my  padent  was  con- 
Tslescent,  suffering  only  from  great  debility.  On  the 
5th  of  August  he  went  to  Gravesend  for  change  of  air; 
and  I  gave  him  an  ounce  bottle  of  the  dilute  sulphuric 
acid,  with  directions  that  he  should  take  twenty-five 
drops  whenever  he  was  threatened  with  any  return  of 
the  dysenteiy.  Gave  him  a  turpentine  enema  the  night 
previously,  which  destroyed  a  whole  nest  of  ascarides. 
On  his  return  from  Gravesend,  Mr.  S.  stated  that  he 
had  had  several  attacks,  but  that  they  had  been  imme- 
diately checked  by  the  exhibition  of  the  drops.  He 
complained  of  the  chalk  mixture  as  having  invariably 
*' dogged"  the  bowels,  and  produced  constipation, 
whilst  the  add  stopped  the  dysentery  by  increasing  the 
tone  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  canaL 

Ctase  8. — J.  Q.,  2  years  of  age.  Summoned  to  this 
child  eariy  in  the  morning  of  August  6.  Incessant 
pain  in  the  bowels,  and  purging  for  the  last  dgbt 
hours;  skin  eold  and  dammy;  pulse eztremdy feeble. 


and  rapid;  intense  anxiety  of  coantenaoce.  In  fiMt^ 
the  child  appeared  moribund*  and  the  parenta  quits 
thought  the  esse  hopeless.  Ihey  had  given  a  litHa 
brandy,  which  bad  been  immediatdy  rgaetad  by  tta 
stomach.  I  sent  for  a^  tumbler  of  cold  water,  whidi 
the  child  caught  sight  of,  and  requested  to  have.  The 
little  thing  diank  off  the  whole,  and  sunk  back  on  tht 
pillow  quite  exhausted.  Ordered  tiie  following  mixtoia: 
— R.  Acid.  Sulph.  dQ.,  dr.  j. ;  R.  Cardamom  Co., 
dr.  j. ;  Sacdiar.  Alb.,  dr.  ij. ;  Aq.  Bienlh  F!p.«  ad., 
OS.  ij.  M.  A  teaspoonfttl  every  hour.  I  called  at 
two  o'clock  P.M.,  when  the  child  was  sitting  op  in  its 
mother's  arms,  eating  a  piece  of  bread  and  buttac; 
The  purging  bad  quite  oeased.  Mrs.  Q.  said  **  the 
effect  of  the  first  dose  was  quite  magical~-the  diiid 
altered  for  the  better  in  about  ten  minutes."  On  tht 
following  day  my  little  patient  was  running  aboat  the 
room  when  I  called.  Being  a  ddicate  acrolnbus 
subject,  I  prescribed  eight  drops  of  muriated  tinctBcc 
of  iron  three  times  a  day. 

Coie  4.-*T.  L.,  aged  two  years  and  a  half.  Symp- 
toms  precisdy  analogous  to  those  detailed  in  case  Z. 
Saw  this  child  on  Sunday  evening,  August  29.  Orderad 
mixture  as  above.      All  the  symptoass  immediately 

relieved. 

Cote  5. — ^Mrs.  B.,  a  lady  from  Devonshire,  70  jma 
of  age,  taken  ill  August  26.  I  saw  her  on  the  nMcning 
of  that  day.  Chreat  uneasiness  in  the  bowds,  Imd^ 
amounting  to  serious  pain;  constant  vomituo^  and 
purging ;  tongue  dry  and  fbrred ;  foetid  breath  ;  pnlsa 
100;  abdomen  tympanitic;  great  thirst.  Orderad  ioed 
water  ad  iibUwmt  and  the  following  mixture  and  piU  :^ 
R.  Sacchari  AJbi.,  dr.  iv. ;  Add.  Sulph.  DiL,  dr.  iss; 
Tr.  Cardamom  Co.,  dr.  iij. ;  Liq.  Morph.  BimeooML, 
m.  xl. ;  Mist.  Camphorae,  ox.  vss.  M.  A  fooith  part 
to  be  taken  every  four  hottrB.->R.  Hydr.  Cum  Cnd, 
gr.  v^}  Pulv.  Ipecac.  Co.,  gr.  y.  To  be  taken  as  a 
pill  immediatdy.  On  the  following  day  I  found  tktf 
my  patient  had  obtained  relief  in  the  coniae  of  taa 
hours.  Only  one  evacuation  since  my  vidt  ynateidiy; 
pulse  88;  tongue  moist,  and  not  so  mndi  tavad; 
abdomen  less  tympanitic;  had  passed  a  ooBafactsMs 
night.  She  said  she  behoved  the  ioed  water  had  "dow 
wonders  for  her."  Rapid  improvement  took  plaoe^  sal 
she  left  here  for  home  August  3 1st. 

Com  6.— Mr.  J.,  'sdaed  with  violent  ▼omiting  od 
purging  August  29th.  Intense  thirst  and  bnming  hsit 
down  the  aUmentary  canal.  Had  been  pecsonded  Is 
drink  hot  things,  which  had  greatly  aggravated  the 
symptoms.  Flatulence  and  severe  abdomnial  pais. 
Ordered  odd  spring  water  ad  iWHtm,  whidi  chedcad 
the  vomiting,  followed  by  thirty  drops  of  the  acsd,  with 
Tr.  Cardam.  Co.  every  four  houn.     Inunediate  icGst 

III.  The  above  cases  have  been  selected  fima  wj 
note-book  to  illustrate  the  r^gridUg  of  the  con  Uk  the 
treatment  by  the  sulphuric  addt  aa  oomparad  with  thst 
by  chalk  and  opium.    In  every  esse  tiiat  I  hnre  ) 
with  one  exoeptton»  the  ameliontion  in  all  the  i 
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bM  beeft  equallT'  rapid.  Tbia  exception  oooarred  in  one 
of  my  own  eerrants,  a  delictte  yonng  woman,  25  yean 
df  age.  The  add  treatment  did  not  leem  to  do  her 
Inich,  if  any,  goo^^f  ^^iiioa,  I  immediately  reaorted  to  tiie 
Mkwinf  miztare,  (my  olden  form  for  tiie  treatment  of 
diairiioea): — ^R.  Cratae  pp,  dr.  q.;  C-onf.  Aromat., 
aer.  q. ;  Sp.  Ammon.  Aromati  dr.  ij. ;  Tr.  Opii>  dr.  j. ; 
Tr.  CatediUfdr.  h. ;  Aq.  Menth.  FSp.,  oc.  t.  M.  A 
ibwih  part  erery  fonr  homna. 

The  firat  doee  ao  aggrayated  her  aymptoma  that  I 
could  not  peranade  her  to  take  a  aecond.  I  then 
ntomed  to  the  add  treatment^  in  which  ahe  peraerered 
for  two  daya,  bdng  oecaaionaUy  better,  and  then  again 
aa  bad  aa  erer.  The  aymptoma  at  length  yielded  to  the 
following  combination  :-~R.  Potaaa.  Chlont.,  Sodc  Sea- 
^icarb.,  ntrq.,  dr.  j. ;  Tr.  CinchonaB  Co.,  dr.  it.  ;  Sp. 
JEth.  Salph.  Co.,  dr.  j. ;  Inftia.  CaacariUss,  oz.  t.  M. 
A  fonrth  part  erery  four  honra.  A  glaaa  of  port  wine 
twioe  a  day. 

In  about  ten  caaea  ont  of  the  fifty  entered  in  my  note- 
book, I  fint  tried  the  dialk  and  opinm  treatment,  before 
reaortiog  to  the  acid;  in  on^  <me  waa  perfect  relief 
afTorded.  The  vomiting  haa  been  ao  aevere  in  the 
prerailiDg  epidemic,  that  it  woilld  aeem  aa  if  the  atomach 
waa  nnable  to  bear  ao  nauaeona  a  miztare  aa  that  of 
chalk  and  opinm.  And  in  moat  of  the  caaea  I  have 
found  the  best,  indeed  the  only  eificaeiona  plan  to  be, 
to  relieve  the  intenae  gaatric  irritation  by  cold  water, 
before  reaorting  to  the  medical  treatment.  In  aome 
caaea,  if  the  atomach  will  bear  it,  the  chalk  aeema  to 
atop  the  diarrhoea,  but  to  inereaae  the  naaaea,  and 
produce  moat  uncomfortable  aenaationa  in  the  bowela 
cm  the  day  after  ita  exhibition.  Thia  I  have  invariably 
obaerved  in  the  oldeo  plan  of  treatment. 

Hie  concluaiona  to  be  drawn  from  my  experience  of 
the  aolphuric  add  in  the  treatment  of  diarrhoea  and 
jlyaentery,  are  aa  followa : — 

lat.  It  ia  more  effScaeioui  than  alkaUea,  opiatea,  and 

jtftringenta,  in  a  proportion  greatly  exceeding  ten  to  one. 

2nd.'  It  ia  more  rapid  in  ita  action,  (eapedally  in 

diildren,)  in  a  proportion  greatly  exceeding  twenty 

to  one. 

3rd.  It  aeema  to  act  in  a  more  rational  and  (if  I  may 
•o  ezpreaa  myself)  adentific  manner,  by  increaaing  the 
Jione  of  the  mnoona  membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal, 
sather  than  by  simply  astringing  ita  porea. 

4Ui.  The  worse  the  case,  the  more  rapid  and  mar- 
Telloua  aeema  to  be  the  cure,--«  moat  atriking  feature 
«8  compared  with  the  treatment  by  chalk  and  opium. 

1  wouldurge,  in  conclosion,upon  my  medical  brethren, 
tibe  desirableness  of  giving  this  system  a  fair  trial ;  and 
1  would,  moreover^^advise  them, -instead  of  giving  the 
acid  alone,  with  water,  to  combine  it  with  a  little  sugar 
amd  (most  rare  and  excellent  of  all  tinctures,)  com- 
pound tincture  of  cardamoms,  which  aeem  greatly  to 
reliere  the  so-firequent  distressing  flatulence.  Unless 
the  cliaracter  of  ihis  autumnal' epidemic  should  greatly 
alter,  they  will  ahrive  at  the  conclusion,  after  having 
tested  fiurly  the  acid  plan  of  treatment,  that  it  does  not 


admit  of  compaiiaon,  but  only  of  eoniraetf  with  ths 
olden  9yatem. 

P.S.  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  aeen  one  caae  ia 
whidi  the  acid  failed*    Chalk  and  opinm  carried  the 

Enfield,  September  2,  1852. 


CA8B  OF 

CANCEE    OF    THE   PYL0EU8 

VKDBTBCTXB  DUBIKG  LITB. 
By  ANDREW  PAUL,  Eao.,  B.A.,  M.B.,  Oxford. 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Swrgieai 
Jotamal, 

Sr%^Your  journal  ia  not  what  it  ought  to  be— • 
eoi^UB  reoord  of  provincial  me^ne  and  aurgery.  Sava 
hmtk  **  amoky  Birmingham"  and  *<  fiur  Leiceater/'  W9 
have  few,  if  any,  caaea  recorded  from  our  hoapitala  and  in« 
firmariea  in  the  provincea.  Thia  ia  not  aa  it  ahould  be. 
Surgeona  like  myadf,  "  unattached,"  meet  with  caaea# 
valuable  becauae  inatmctive^  We  aee  them,  aa  herey 
prior  to  admiaaion,  and,  I  am  aorry  to  add,  we  aee  them 
when  in  deapair  they  leave  the  hoapital,  aa  they  aay, 
to  "  die  at  home.'*  Without  further  preface,  I  mah  aft 
onoe  in  mediae  rea,»  endeavouring,  aa  far  aa  I  can,  to 
give -to  the  auooeeding  caae,  ita  hiatory  firom  the  alpha 
of  my  acquaintance  with  it,  two  yean  ago*  down  to  ita 
omega  in  the  poet^mortem^  conducted  by  myaelf,  on 
Friday  laat»  twenty-four  houn  alter  death. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  Serwao^ 

(And  a  aix  montha'  Aaaociate,) 

A.  PAUL. 

Oxford,  Augnat  12,  1852.    . 

John  Higginaon,  aged  47t  married,  two  yean  ago 
came  under  treatment  lor  epigastric  pain,  flatulenoe^ 
and  eoativeneaa.  Complexion  aallow;  eyea  dark,  and 
unuaually  lustroua ;  coiyuactiva  and  cornea  of  that 
pearly  whitenesa  ao  familiar  to  ua  in  oonaumption  j  has 
inguinal,  omental,  and  ventral  rupture  on  the  right 
aide.  At  thia  time  I  thought  much  of  hia  pain  waa 
owing  to  the  pull  upon  the  atomach,  aa  a  volume  of 
omentum  waa  conatantJy  in  the  sac.  He  had  aome 
aperient  medidne,  and  I  aaw  him,  off  and  on,  up  to 
Febrnaay  laat,  when  he  waa  fairly  brought  to  a  atand 
atilU  J I  found  him  with  obstinate  vomiting;  tympanitic 
abdomen  j  V  gnawing  clawing"  pain  in  epigaatric,  right 
and  left  hypochondriac  regions,  with  a  sense  of  "b^ 
rising  up  and  down  in  hia  belly."  I  cupped  and  blia- 
tered.  i^m.  He  had  been  aalivated  five,  yean  ago  fbr 
the  liver.  I  went  through  a  regiment  of  atomachio 
opiatea,  creaaote,  bismuth,  opium,  oxyde  of  ailver, 
hyoacyamus,  conium,  prussic  acid,  and  chloroform,  in 
vain.  The  only  drug  I  found  to  give  the  longest  relief^ 
waa  the  extract  of  ramex  aquatica.  This  herb,  if  known 
to,  ia  not  prescribed  by,  the  profession ;  it  is  power« 
fully  astringent  aa  to  indsed  wounds.     In  operations , 
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iat  ibstance,  where  the  skin  is  sacrificed,  its  powers  of 
hasteniDg  dcatiuation  best  ererything  I  know  of.  The 
isIiTsted  sore  month  it  rapidly  ciires.  Amongst  water* 
weeds  we  hare  an  abnndanoe  of  the  mmez ;  in  stagnknt 
pools,  a4jaoent  to  the  dassic  Isis  and  its  tributary  the 
Cherwell. 

J.  Higginson's  employer  made  him  an  in-patient 
«Bder  Dr.  Jackson,  in  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  who 
treated  him  '*  for  the  lirer."  His  case  was  watched  by 
Hr.'  Briscoe,  the  honse-snrgedn.  Lnnar  caustic  and 
^iom  stopped  the  Tomiting.  After  six  weeks'  sojonm, 
■nd  getting  no  better,  he  left,  as  he  said,  to  die  at 
kome.  The  first  week  inJme  I  found  him  all  over 
dropsical ;  appetite  gone ;  skin  of  a  tallowy  whiteness ; 
pain  at  night  Incessant;  features  drawn,. haggard,  and 
expressive  of  intense  inward  suffering.  Twenty-four  hours 
hefore  death  he  had  the  nsii|^coffee*groiinds  vomiting. 

Pos^mor<em:'edpaiiKn«/ioA.^:^btAbdominal'parietc8  uxm- 
ndiy  thin;  a  gaUon  of  water  lilMe  abdomen*  straw- 
fohflired,  oaagulable  Hjr  heat,  by  t£e  red  «nd  yellow 
of  potash,  hy  nitric  acid,  creaspte,  'and  by 
No  effeoi  oh  turmeric.  .  Peritonei  suriW^e 
of  the  bowels  normal;  jddneya  and  liver  healthy }  jgall- 
bladder  filled  with  bile;  omentum  drawn  down,  and 
ftrand  in  the  right  in^ihul.riQgi  on  turning  ujr  the 
liver,  a  solid  tumour  («  mprfes  Esther  of  tumours) 
presented,  anrrounding  tbfe  pylohib  y  aikl  on  raising  the 
ttonach,  the  pyloric  end,  held  by  slight  adhesions,  gave 
way,  exposing  an  opening  the  yiae  of  an  Orange, 
sevealittg,  in  short,  cancerous  hlceration ;  on  removing 
tile  stomadi,  and  dissecting  through  the  lesser  omentum, 
I  came  upon  a  second  mass,  the  size  of  my  fist,  the 
same  as  the  other,  resting  iqpon  the  pancreas  the  aorta, 
cava,  and  thoracic  duct,  and  firmly  adherent  to  the 
spine ;  the  reflections  of  the  peritoneum  formed  the 
outer  oovering;  two  mesenteric  ghmds  (enlarged,) 
partook  of  the  disease.  A  section  o/  these  masses 
rasembles  that  of  brain,  and  once  or  twice  steeped 
in  alum  and  nitre,  they  resemble,  in  colour  and  con- 
rffttence,  the  atheromatous  tumours  we  frequently 
Kmove  from  off  the  scalp  of  elderly  people.  No  chronic 
peritonitis.  Disease  of  his  heart  he  told  me  he  was 
thought  to  have  in  the  infirmary;  this  I  did  not  look 
ifter,  satisfied  that  what  disease  he  had  was  altogether 
tn  the  abdomen. 

Now,  this  man  from  time  to  time  has  been  under  the 
HU9  of  Oxford,  (medical  and  suigical,)  Messrs.  Adand, 
lackson.  Wood,  Simmonds,  Oodfirey,  Briscoe,  and, 
tstiy,  your  humble  servant,  all  of  us  have  had  a  turn 
■t  the  liver,  for  disease  thereof,  and  all  of  us,  as  the 
•equel  prores,  were  mistaken.  Will  some  one  of  your 
mders  help  us  to  a  diagnosis  ? 

This  man  had  been  salivated  five  years  ago  Ibr  sot' 
AsoNi  hepatitis ;  the  reid  complaint  was  then,  I  have 
BO  doubt,  m  its  mfimcy.  So  closely  do  these  tumours 
ivaemble  tubercle  in  the  lungs  ere  softening  down  in 
ulcerative  phthisis,  that  mercury,  as  in  the  one  it  Is,  so 
rfso  In  the  other  must  it  be,  paiwn.  We  find,  in  short, 
tliat  cancer,  scrofula,  snd  phthisis,  are  members  of  but 
•ae  and  the  same  &mily. 


Shoold  this  case  be  worth  inatttioQ,  I 
sionatty,  trouble  yon  With  eases,  and  pot  < 
yo«r  readers,  oonsaquent  upon  my  want  of  ) 
treatment — a  want  which  has  beAdlen  other  and  mif 
constellations  than  myself,  who  am  but  a  nabula  in  oor 
p^offeasional  firmamoit— a  fi»t  whieh,  nefertholsw,  dooa 
not  console  me  for  my  bad  hwk,  though  eompalled  l» 
move  in  the  same  orb.    Pahnmm  qui  mentU  farai. 

lAlthongfa  Mr.  Paul  may  have  erred  in  hia  dingWMt, 
we  do  not  see  how  he  couUL  have  treated  the  case  better, 
had  he  known  before  death  the  pv«aae  condition  of 
the  internal  organs.  We  do  not  undentsnd  how  the 
remedies  used,  either  by  Mr.  Psnl  or  Mr.  Briscoe,  ooold 
have  been  expected  to  relieve  hepatitis  in  any  fiMrm;  and 
the  only  proof  adduced  by  Mr.  Paul  that  the  diaeaio^ 
was  at  any  time  misiaken,  consists  in  the  safivation  five 
years  before  death.  But  we  suppose  Mr.  PanI  nanst 
have  had  the  evidence  of  Messrs.  Adand,  Jackson,  9tc^ 
as  to  their  errors  of  judgment,  or  he  would  not  so 
broadly  state  the  iact ;  at  all  events  it  is  eukms  tiat, 
with  an  error  in  diagaosb,  there  should  coexist  te 
proper  treatment  for  an  undetected  disease. — ^Ed.  J.] 
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G18BB  ADXITtBD  UNDSR  THE  CARS -OF  CHABLB8  COTTOI^ 
1CB«  P JLC.8.,  BBNIOB  SUMBOIT  TO  THX  HOflfTXaU* 


SUmeinthe  Bladder^lAihottmsf^Sabteqmmt  Bmmrr* 
hage  on  fourth  day — DeatA, 

WiixiAM  Ja&t,  aged  35  years,  labourer,  adnuttsd 
May  19,  1849.  Has  suffered  during  the  last  eeveni 
months  from  the  usual  symptoms  of  stone  in  tbs 
bladder.  Complains  most  of  frequent  and  paiafaE 
micturition,  and  a  considerable  degree  of  weight  sod 
uneasiness  referred  to  the  region  of  the  bladder.  The 
urine  comes  away  in  small  quantities,  and  is  occaaon- 
ally  mixed  with  blood.  The  patient,  though  a  tm 
hale  looking  man,  is  in  a  low  desponding  state  at  tfce 
prospect  of  an  operation,  which  he  is  sure  he  cannst 
survive;  it  subsequentiy  appeared  that  ho  was  m 
impressed  with  the  inevitable  fital  termination  of  bis 
case,  that  previous  to  entering  the  hospital  he  had 
already  selected  a  spot  for  his  burial  place.  A  nuidente 
sized  calculus  detected  on  soundmg.  Ordered  a  mix- 
ture of  nitre,  soda,  potass,  and  henbane,  and  any 
reasonable  indulgence  as  to  diet  or  liberty  with  a  view 
to  allay  bladder  irritation  and  secure  mental  coenpoaarfc. 

Jade  th. — Consultation.  Lithotomy  detemuaed 
upon.  A  few  days  since  lithotrity  was  proposed  and 
about  to  be  practised,  when  the  patient  insisted  npon 
being  only  cut.  - 

11th. — The  usual  perineal  section  mude,  and  a  rau^ 
oval,  flattened  lithate  of  ammonia  calculus  ; 
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Tbe  opentum  oonndered  very  suocessfiil.  An  elastic 
tnbo  baTiog  beea  introdaoed  into  the  bladder  and 
WBcandt  the  patient  was  placed  in  bed  exposed  io  the 
air  to  check  a  dispoeition  to  bleeding.  Other  operations 
being  ended>  the  patient  was  again  visited,  when  rather 
•«  free,  arterial-like  haemorrhage  rendered  it  necessary  to 
ifiag  the  wound.  This  was  done  by  passing  lint 
around  the  tube  in  lien  of  withdrawing  it,  in  effecting 
which,  the  probe  by  some  accident  slipped  and  pierced 
the  rectum. 

12th. — Qnite  comfortable.    Urine,  tinged  with  blood, 
passes  freely  through  the  tube, 
13th. — Going  on  well. 

14th. — In  excellent  spirits,  complaining  a  little  only 
joi  uneasiness  about  the  wound.  Urine  somewhat 
purulent  and  offensire.  The  elastic  tube  and  plugs 
withdrawn. 

l^th,— In  answer  to  an  urgent  summons  was  visited 
«t  9  A.M.,  by  Mr.  Cotton.  Found  insensible;  skin 
blanched;  pulse  and  breathing  scarcely  perceptible. 
The  night-nurse  steadfastly  declaring  that  no  bleeding 
had  occurred,  but  that  the  patient  was  taken  suddenly 
iU  early  in  the  morning,  after  straining  to  make  water 
juiturally,  but  as  he  afterwards  fell  asleep,  she  did  not 
«ee  occasion  to  disturb  the  House-Surgeon  until  a  short 
time  ago,  when  she  felt  alarmed.  Messages  were 
immediately  dispatched  to  warn  the  ftiends  of  the 
andden  and  mysterious  change  in  the  state  of  the 
patient,  and  every  possible  attempt  made  to  pron^ote 
xeanimation,  at  first  with  some  little  encourage- 
nent,  the  pulse  becoming  just  perceptible  at  the  wrist 
«nd  respiration  less  feeble;  but  ultimately  death  took 
place  late  in  the  evening,  after  a  protracted  stage  of 
•cactreme  collapse  and  exhaustion. 

Poit-moriem  examination, — The  parts  about  the 
meaX  of  operation  showed  a  sloughy  disposition  and 
mg;oMJoi  recent  hsemorrbage.  On  carefully  cleansing 
the  wound,  and  removing  a  pellet  of  fsecal  matter 
•which  protruded,  a  small  oval  opening,  nesrly  the  size 
of  a  fotirpenny  piece,  was  observed,  leading  into  the 
«ectnm;  and  on  continuing  the  examination,  the  mouth 
of  a  vessel  to  the  left  side  of  the  wound  was  discovered, 
^rhich,  on  dissection,  was  traced  to  its  origin  from  the 
pudic,  and  proved  to  be  the  superficial  perineal  artery, 
Isurger  than  usual,  proceeding  across  the  perineum 
towards  the  mesial  line,  and  directly  in  the  way  of  the 
incision  for  lithotomy.  The  bladder  was  found  con- 
tracted and  empty,  with  its  coats  corrugated  and 
thickened,  as  if  from  long  irritation.  The  other  parts 
-4»f  the  body  were  in  a  healthy  condition. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  inspection  a  further  search- 
ing inquiry  was  immediately  made,  when  one  of  the 
^patients  charged  the  night  nurse  -with  concealing  the 
'Cflnae  of  the  man's  death,  adding  that  he  had  seen  her 
carry  away  large  quantities  of  clotted  blood  and  bloody 
lliieii,  after  the  man  had  been  straining  and  become 
worse.  This  statement  led  to  a  coniession  on  the  part 
of  the  nurse  that  her  attention  had  been  only  called  to 
tbe  patient  on  finding  him  speechless,  faint,  and 
yavmingy  when  she  was  frightened  at  observing  a  huge 
4^ii«otity  of  Mood  in  the  bed,  which   she   removed, 


hoping  the  patient  would  rally,  and  the  matter  escape 
detection. 

The  annoyance  of  fitilure  in  the  midst  of  hope  and 
presumed  safety,  from  secondary  hsemorrbage — a  rare 
oecuirence — ^was  rendered  still  more  vexatious  in  this 
case;  owing  to  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the  frienda 
to  oommenoe  legal  proceedings  against  the  residenit 
ajRtfaorities  of  the  hospital  for  negligenoe ;  and  sui^ 
fort)ier  disagreeableness  was  only,  after  some  difficulty^ 
prevented,  on  the  operator  assuring  the  parties  that  the 
&tal  hsemorrbage  was  entirely  accidental,  and  that  be 
alone  was  to  blame,  inasmuch  as  had  he  withdrawn  the 
tube  in  the  first  instance,  and  secured  the  bleeding 
vessel  by  a  ligature,  rather  than  trusted  to  pressure, 
the  sad  event,  in  all  probability,  would  not  have 
happened. 

[To  be  eoBtiiivedJ 
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A  MSBTiNO  of  the  Local  Coufidl  was  held  at  the 
Bath  United  Hospital,  on  September  3rd,  1852,  "Tp 
consider  if  any  or  what  stejps  shall  be  ta)cen  by  thia 
Branchy  to  support  the  resolution  relating  to  thf 
Joitmal,  passed  at  the  Oxford  meeting.''  Oeor^ 
Norman,  Esq.,  in  the  chair.  Fresont, — Dr.  W.  Buddy 
Messrs.  Clark,  Colthorst,  Morgan,  Prichard,  Smerdoo^ 
of  Bristol ;  Dr.  Davies,  Messrs.  Bartrum,  Ormon<^ 
Soden,  of  Bath;  Mr.  Adye,  of  Bradford,  Mr.  Cr^ngt 
of  Timsbury ;  and  Mr.  Ogilvie,  Ridgw^  House. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Association  attended  tbe  meeting, 
and  read  a  statement  of  the  proceedings  at  Worcester, 
relative  to  Dr.  Cowan's  notice  of  motion,  also  a  written 
statement  of  the  President  of  the  Central  Council,  aa 
well  ^  the  minutes  of  the  Ceotri^  Council  on  the 
subject  of  the  Journal,  It  was  moved  by  Dr.  W. 
BuDD,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Soden,  and  unanimously 
resolved, — **  That  this  Council,  after  having  heard  the 
correspondence,  including  the  minutes  of  the  CentnU 
Council,  as  read  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Association,  is 
of  opinion,  that,  notwithstanding  certain  informalities 
occurred  in  putting  the  resolutions,  touching  tbe  future 
conduct  of  the  Journal  to  the  Oxford  meeting,  ye^  aa 
no  objection  was  made  at  the  time  to  the  course  of  tl^ 
proceedings,  these  resolutions  must  be  considered  ei 
past  and  binding  on  tbe  Association." 

It  was  moved  by  Dr.  Davibs,  seconded  by  Mk* 
Ormomd,  and  resolved  unanimously, — "That  in  tl^ 
opinion  of  this  Council,  the  objection  taken  by  the 
Central  Council,  to  the  notice  given  by  Dr.  Cowan, 
with  reference  to  the  alteration  of  the  Journal,  is 
untenable,  because  that  notice  was  adopted  by  tl^e 
Central  Council,  and  circulated  by  them  to  the  members 
of  the  General  Council,  and  was  adopted  and  acted  op 
by  the  meeting  at  Oxford  as  legal  and  regular*" 

It  was  moved  by  Dr.  Buod,  seconded  by  Mr.  Claris, 
and  resolved  unanimously, — *'  That  the  Bath  Seoretaiy 
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be  foqnested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  above  reiolationa 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Aasociationy  and  another  copj 
to  the  Editor  of  the  Journal,  for  publication  in  the  next 
mmmber  of  the  JowiuU.*' 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Oemond,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Pbichaed,  and  rasohed  nnanimonsly, — '*That  the 
best  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  Mr.  Sheppard, 
for  his  attendance  here  to-day,  and  for  his  courteous 
eoodnct  to  the  members  now  assembled." 

JOHN  S.  BARTRUM,  Hon.  Sec. 


SOUTH   WALES    BEANCH. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  MoKicouTRSBiax  and 
South  Wales  Beanch  of  the  Peovincial 
Medical  and  Sueoical  Association  was  held 
in  the  theatre  of  the  Royal  Institution,  Swansea,  on 
llnirsday,  the  26th  of  August.  Dr.  6.  6.  Bi«D,  of 
Swansea,  IVesident. 

At  two  p.M.,the  membersof  the  Society  assembled, and 
tiie  following  gentlemen  were  present :— Sir  C.  Hastings, 
M.D.^  D.C.L.,  James  P.  Sbeppard,  Esq.,  Secretary 
>  to  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association, 
Worcester;  Trevor  Morris,  M.D.,  Chepstow i  C.  R. 
VncfaeD,  M.D.,  Cardiff;  Charles  Sylvester,  M.D., 
Cowbridge;  W.  T.  Edwards,  M.D.,  Cardiff;  Mr.  H. 
li.  Prichard,  Maigam ;  Mr.  Nathaniel  Coates,  Sirhowy 
Iron  Works;  —  Stark,  M.D.,  Newport;  Mr.  George 
Cherry,  Caerleon;  Mr.  John  Williams,  Pontypool; 
Mr.  W.  W.  Morgan,  Newport;  Mr.  James  Probert, 
Plymouth  Iron  Works,  Merthyr;  Mr.  F.  J.  Dyke, 
Albert  Street,  Merthyr;  Mr.  J.  Bowen,  Carmarthen; 
Mr.  E.  J.  Steele,  Abergavenny;  Mr.  J.Jones,  Amman 
Ironworks;  Mr.  F.  M.  RusseU>  Cwmavon;  D.J. 
Whitty,  M.D.,  Briton  Ferry;  Mr.  French,  Mayor  of 
Neath;  Mr.  W.  G.  Jones,  Neath;  Mr.  WiUiam  Price, 
Glan  Twrch  ;  Mr.  Cook,  Moiriston;  Edward  Howell, 
M.D.,  Swansea;  G.  G.  Bird,  M.D.,  Swansea; 
Mr.  W.  Rowland,  Swansea;  Mr.  H.  Long,  Swansea; 
Mr.  J.  £.  Hall,  Swansea;  Mr.  W.  P.  Evans,  Swansea; 
Mr.  T.  A.  Essery,  Swansea;  Mr.  W.  H.  Michael, 
Swansea;  Mr.  Tindid  Robeston,  Swansea;  Mr.  R.  V. 
Leach,  Vernon  House,  Briton  Ferry ;  &c.  &c.         ^ 

A  little  after  the  hour  above  named,  Dr.  Bird  pro- 
ceeded to  read  the  following  Address : — 

Gentlemen,^>It  was  remarked  by  one  of  the  most 
eminent  surgeons  of  the  present  day,  "  that  the  medical 
profession  was  a  noble  profession,  but  a  very  low  trade." 
I  have  no  doubt  tbat  this  observation  arose  out  of  per- 
foot  conviction  of  Che  truth  on  the  part  of  the  distin- 
guished speaker;  and  I  think  a  little  reflection  would 
make  it  phun  to  any,  that  to  practise  our  art  solely  for 
E  livelihood,  or  for  mere  gain,  is  not  the  only  ^^^J 
Involved;  it  must  be  perceived  that  a  man  owes  more 
tiian  this  to  himself,  more  than  this  to  his  profession, 
more  than  this  to  his  professional  brethren,  more  than 
this  to  mankind,  and  surely  more  than  this  to  the 
Divine  Being  who  gave  him  enstenoe,  and  reason,  and 
HMught,  and  hope,  and  endowed  him  with  improveable 
foculties  and  affectk>ns,  all  for  some  ends  truly— cer- 


tainly not  for  mere  selfish  ends  only.  Hence,  gentle^ 
men,  it  is  not  surprising  that'  we  should,  as  a  body, 
desire  to  meet  together  for  the  purposes  of  doing  good 
to  each  other,  and  for  the  advantage  also  of  our  feDow 
men — ^for  our  own  mutual  advantage  and  for  theirs,  sad 
in  order  to  support  and  encourage  and  assist  eadi  other, 
on  the  right  pathway  of  wisdom,  truth,  and  duty;  and 
this,  I  take  it,  is  the  reason  we  have  met  together;  and 
this,  as  I  understand  it^  is  the  object  of  the  l^ovindd 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association  of  England  and  Wales: 

It  is  now  twenty  years  since  the  Provincial  Medicd 
and  Surgical  Assodatton  saw  its  first  meeting ;  and  I 
venture  to  believe  the  consequent  results  have  faStj 
borne  out  the  benevolent  aspirations  and  hopes  whxh 
its  eminent  founder,  and  those  who  were  intimately 
associated  with  him  in  his  early  labours  for  its  forma* 
tion,  at  that  time  conceived. 

Doubtless,  amongst  the  various  causes  that  have,  widoa 
the  period  of  time  of  which  I  have  just  spoken,  sevenDy 
contributed  to  the  honour,  advantage,  and  oaefolnesB  of 
our  profession,  it  may  be  truly  stated  that  ttds  Society, 
in  many  respects,  has  stood  pre-eminent  in  the  van; 
originating  in  the  spirit  of  usefolness,  having  for  ili 
object  only  good,  and  steadily  progressing  with  con* 
tinually-acquiring  power,  both  in  numbers  and  effect; 
until  at  this  time  we  may  behold  it  by  no  means  one  of 
the  least  influential  societies  in  any  profession^  baring 
already  accomplished  much  good,  both  to  the^nedicBi 
and  the  general  publk,  and,  as  we  hope,  stea^ 
devoted  to  accomplish  forther  good. 

There  are  many  around  me,  whom  I  have  the  honov 
now  to  address,  who  remember  the  surfooe  of  our 
profession,  which  we  may  well  love,  considering  its 
tendencies  and  objects,  dispUying  a  for  less  desiiaUs 
appearance  than  at  present,  whilst  intrinsically  there  ii^ 
doubtless,  a  vast  improvement  in  the  fedings  and  tons 
of  the  general  body  and  its  different  grades,  toward 
each  other,  and  a  better  unity  of  wish  and  action  for  tbi 
advantage  of  its  membera,  and  the  good  of  society  mt  laigsi 

I  think  whoever  shall  rightly  consider  tiie  aim  asd 
objects  of  medicine  and  suigery  can  only  come  to  ens 
conclusion,  namely,  that  their  province  is,  under  the 
direction  and  guidance  of  a  kind  merdfoi  Providenee^ 
the  good  of  mankind. 

This  axiom  may,  I  think,  in  some  measure  be  iitai- 
trated  by  the  fact  that  the  truly  wise  and  good  men  of 
our  profession  have,  in  all  ages,  untiringly  devoted  ths 
zeal  and  best  energies  to  this  truly  philanthn))iiod 
object,  and  have  accordingly  spent  their  lives  in  doai| 
good  to  their  fellow-men,  and  in  improving  the  acieacs 
to  which  they  had  devoted  themselves. 

I  humbly  conceive  that  my  proposition  ts  yet  msn 
fully  borne  out  by  the  just  considerBtion  of  another  feet 
of  a  solemn  and  portentous  character,  showing  the 
unselfish  nature  of  our  profession,  namely,  that  t 
appears  by  the  statis^  of  the  duration  of  hamaa  life, 
that  in  our  calling  there  are  fewer  aged  men 
most,  and  that  in  few  dvil  occupaUbns  is  the 
duration  of  life  so  brief  as  amongst  the  ] 
medicine  and  surgery. 

This  well-uoertained  truth,  bringa  widi  it  1 
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the  mind  many  oonsidcrstions  replete  with  deep  thought 
and  ^propriate  reflection,  standing  widely  apart  from, 
although  xising  out  of,  the  abstract  (act,  that  the  natare 
of  our  daily  duties,  our  constantly  interrupted  rqpoee, 
our  broken  leisure,  our  uncertain  and  often  scanty 
periods  of  rest  and  refreshment,  our  labours,  anxieties^ 
oonstsnt  care  for  others,  and  our  hea?y  professional 
responsibilities,  together  with  the  melancholy  and  painfhl 
scenes  we  continually  witness,  and  are  called  upon  to 
*  sympathise  with,  are  all  of  a  nature  to  depress  the  powers 
of  life,  and  that  they  necessarily  tend  to  shorten  our  ex- 
istence, and  this  frr  more  than  is  usually  the  case  with  the 
generality  of  the  more  peaceable  of  human  occupations. 

I  say  there  are  other  considerations — many  others, 
naturally  arising  out  of  the  primary  one,  some  replete 
with  solemn  and  portentous  warning  for  the  future; 
some  which  point  at  the  sound  wisdom  and  cautious 
policy  of  this  world,  and  others  again,  if  we  act  in  a 
fight  spirit,  by  no  means  devoid  of  consolation  and 
hope,  but  in  some  respects,  if  rightly  viewed,  were  wdl 
calculated,  I  think,  far  to  outweigh  the  mere  considera- 
tion of  the  brevity  of  life,  to  which  we  are  more  or  less 
especially  liable,  for  one  true  mode  of  compnting  time 
is  not  by  its  mere  duration,  but  by  the  use  which  is 
made  of  it,  and  the  good  purposes  to  which  it  is  devoted ; 
and  viewed  in  this  light,  and  acted  on  in  this  spirit, 
medicine  may  be  said  to  be  the  handmaid  of  true 
religion,  the  offspring  of  charity,  piety,  and  benevolence, 
which  are  all,  as  we  truly  know,  the  gifts  of  God,  and 
mider  His  guidance  a  healmg  balm  to  the  suffering 
children  of  the  fiimily  of  man. 

I  trust,  I  may  not  in  your  estimation  have  gone 
further  than  I  should  have  done  in  glancing  at  the  prac- 
tice of  our  art  in  the  view  wherein  I  have  ventured  by 
these  few  remarks  to  place  it;  for,  doubtless,  such 
considerations  must  and  do  frequently  occupy  our 
thoughts  and  reflections,  and  therefore  may,  I  hope, 
be  alluded  to  without  impropriety  here. 

I  shall  take  leave  to  observe  further,  that  it  seems  to 
me  the  important  fact  of  the  brevity  of  life  in  the 
medical  profession  is  a  subject,  however,  that  should 
with  much  propriety  and  advantage  occupy  the  con- 
sideration of  its  members,  as  a  community,  with  a  view 
to  lessen  the  average  mortality  amongst  them,  in  so  fiir 
as  it  can  be  legitimately  accomplished ;  and  I  appre- 
hend this  desideratum  is,  in  a  comparative  measure, 
almost  as  important  to  the  public  as  it  is  to  ourselves, 
and  those  who,  by  various  ties  of  relationship,  are 
connected  with  us ;  for  it  must  be  remembered  that  by 
no  means  the  least  considerable  attribute  of  professional 
usefulness,  competency,  and  excellence  in  medical  men, 
In  addition  to  a  sound  education,  is  medical  and  sur- 
gical experience  acquired  by  a  long  course  of  habit  and 
observation,  and  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  disease 
ancl  its  treatment,  together  with  practical  opportunity  of 
dinical  acquuement,  and  this,  to  produce  its  due  effect, 
can  only  be  attained  by  degites,  and  through  the  accre- 
tion of  time  and  opportunity;  certainly,  therefore, 
when  men  possessed  of  these  attributes  are  frequently 
•nd  successively  removed  by  death  from  amongst  us,  in 
the  prime  of  maturity  and  middle  life,  it  may  be  said 


to  be  a  great  public  loss;  and  I  may  adduce  to  my 
professional  brethren  whom  I  now  have  the  honour  to 
address,  an  instance  with  which  they  are  well  acquainted, 
viz.,-^the  striking  fact  that  in  the  metropolitan  portion 
of  our  profession,  within  the  last  very  few  years,  a 
galaxy  of  professianal  talent  of  the  highest  order,  and 
an  amount  of  skill  and  experience,  the  loss  of  which 
has  been  deeply  felt  and  deplored  both  by  the  profes- 
sion and  the  public,  and  will  not  be  easily  replaced,  has 
passed  away — prematurely  cut  off  by  the  hand  of  deaths 
I  may  amongst  those  mention  the  revered  names,  dear 
to  many,  by  the  ties  of  pupilage  and  reminiscences,  of 
Aston  Key,  Henry  Earle,  Listen,  Tyrel,  Dalyrymple» 
with  many  others,  who  have  thus  early  died,  but  died 
at  their  posts,  and  fell  at  the  shrine  of  professional  zeal 
and  usefulness. 

And  if  so  it  must  be,  may  we  ever  have  many  amongst 
us,  even  to  the  end  of  time,  ready  so  to  live,  ready  so 
to  die,  and  prepared  to  die  and  to  leave  their  honoured 
Barnes  and  history  to  posterity  as  bright  beacons  to 
light  the  pathway  of  future  generations,  and  examples 
to  follow  on  the  road  of  aeal,  truth,  and  duty. 

I  bave  ventured  to  say.  I  thought  it  a  subject  for  deep 
consideration  how  far  the  average  mortality  amongst 
our  community  could  be  lessened,  and  I  have  generally 
glanced  at  some  of  those  causes  which  have  a  tendency 
to  depress  the  powers  of  life  and  shorten  existence ;  and 
no  doubt  it  is  so.  I  have,  within  tiie  last  thirty  years 
personally  known  many  of  our  profession  in  the  Princi- 
pality, now  no  more;  some  of  them  my  intimate 
friends ;  many  of  them  I  have  seen  during  the  course 
of  their  illness,  and  tome  I  have  attended  to  the  last. 
Of  these  very  few  indeed  attained  the  age  of  60  years, 
and  fewer  still  an  age  much  beyond  it.  I  may  farther 
remark  that  in  a  list  consisting  of  thirty-one  individuals 
of  the  medical  profession  resident  in  Monmouthshire 
and  South  Wales,  all  personally  known  to  myself,  who 
died  during  the  last  30  years,  I  find  that  their  ages 
united  gave  an  aggregate  of  about  1395  yean,  or  to 
each  individual  45  years  as  the  average  duration  of  life ; 
of  these  many  died  hr  younger,  and  some,  I  feel 
assured,  from  the  want  of  care  and  medical  remedies^ 
sufficiently  early  in  their  illness;  they  worked  on  in 
spite  of  warning  and  illness,  tillit  was  too  late.  Others'^ 
I  know,  overtaxed  their  strength,  and  broke  down,  I 
have  only  in  this  statement  alluded  to  gentlemen  who 
were  personally  known  to  me ;  for  I  do  not  think  thia 
list  contains  a  third  of  the  deaths  of  medical  men  that 
have  occurred  within  this  time  in  the  districts  alluded 
to.  But  I  think  it  shows  the  necessity  for  care  and  the 
advantage  of  mutual  assistance  and  brotherly  feeUng  for 
our  mutual  protection  and  safety.  Whilst  speaking  of 
the  duration  of  life,  I  desire  to  say  a  word  on  lifis- 
assurance,  a  subject  not  more  important  to  any  than  to 
our  profession,  for  this  often  constitutes  the  only  meani 
by  which  we  can  hope  to  leave  provision  for  our  fimiilies, 
as  the  few  remarks  1  have  made  significantly  show,  for 
in  a  short  life,  accumulation  of  property  arising  out  of 
business  cannot  be  a  matter  of  every  day  occunenoe, 
and  h^nce  especially  the  stability  of  insurance  offices  ia 
a  matter  to  us  of  the  highest  moment 
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Through  the  kbdness  of  a  friend  1  ha^e  prooux^d 
the  following  statement,  and  it  carriei  with  it  good  and 
timely  cantion  :— 

It  appears  that  in  Great  Britain  the  amoont  corered 
hy  insurance — in  lifeoaasorance  offices — ^is  upwards  of 
ISO  millions  sterling;  the  annual  premiums  paid,  5 
millions.  The  offices  are  in  nnmber,  152  in  England, 
and  15  in  Scotland.  The  amount  assured  in  Scotland 
is  about  34  millions,  and  in  England  116  millions. 
Since  the  year  1841,  there  haTe  been  141  new  offices 
projected,  and  131  founded;  78  have  ceased  to  exist, 
3  have  amalgamated,  20  have  transferred  their  bdsiness, 
and  6  are  winding  up  in  Chancery.  75,  or  nearly  one- 
half  of  the  existing  offices,  have  come  into  operation 
since  1844 — the  year  of  the  Joint-Stock  Regulation 
Act,  which,  my  friend  obsenres,  he  fears  has  offered, 
unless  great  caution  be  used,  very  dangerous  fiunlities 
for  the  manufacture  of  such  societies.  It  seems  to  me, 
I  repeat,  that  this  information  carries  with  it  a  lesson 
of  prudent  Section,  and  this  is  the  reason  I  have 
Tentured  to  adduce  it  here. 

I  proceed  to  say,  that  so  &r  as  my  own  obserration 
has  gone,  in  reference  to  the  early  death  of  medical 
men,  and  of  course  it  only  relates  to  provincial  prac- 
.  titioners,  I  believe  part  of  the  evil  tending  to  shorten 
existence  often  arises  from  want  of  due  caution  and 
care  in  the  earlier  periods  of  life,  disregard  to  proper 
protection  against  weather,  or  changes  of  attire,  and 
sitting  in  damp  clothes  for  hours,  a  total  disregard  as 
to  regularity  of  meals  and  due  repose,  and  oftentimes 
the  want  of  such  systematic  arrangements  in  carrying 
on  their  business  as  lie  in  their  power,  and  would  in  a 
measure  secure  important  advantages ;  these  also  are  all, 
for  the  most  part,  sure  harbingers  of  future  illness,  for 
they  gradually  depress  the  vital  powers  as  a  whole,  and 
render  the  frame  accessible  to  disease.  It  is  a  true 
axiom,  that  "  where  resistance  ends,  disease  begins.'' 

Again,  looking  at  the  vidssiiudes  of  practice,  sudden 
calls  for  professional  ud  at  late  honrs,  after  the  ordinary 
business  of  the  day  in  general  life  may  be  considered 
over,  and  unceasing  interruptions  during  the  hours  of 
.  meals,  both  no  doubt  greatly  detrimental  to  continued 
health,  especially  if  taken  in  conjunction  with  other 
csuses ;  for  it  is  seldom  to  one  cause  only  that  illness 
may  be  attributed,  but  to  a  combination  of  causes,  so 
much  so  that  hence  has  arisen  the  medical  aphorism, 
"One  cause  alone  sufficeth  not  to  produce  disease." 
One  of  the  causes  last  alluded  to,  it  appears  to  me, 
might,  by  better  regulations  and  better  understanding 
between  the  public  and  the  profession,  be  very  much 
ameliorated,  especially  by  setting  aside  a  certain  part  of 
the  day,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  scrupulously  and 
habitually  abiding  thereto,  for  seeing  patients  at  home, 
where  the  public  would  be  encouraged  by  experience  to 
know  that,  unavoidable  emergencies  excepted,  we  should 
certainly  be  found  in  the  way;  as  it  is,  in  country 
practice,^  people  flock  to  medical  men's  houses  about 
the  usual  meal  times,  because,  to  use  a  common 
expression,  they  "  are  likely  to  catch  them  at  home"— 
another  word  for  surely  interrupting  them  at  meal 
times.     Our  professional  brethren  in  the  metropolis  and 


large  towns  are,  to  a  great  extent,  wiser  ia  thrir 
generation  than  we  are,  for  they  set  their  €hm  igaiMt 
this  as  much  as  they  ean,  and  I  think  they  are  lighi 
They  have,  it  is  true,  better  opportunity  for  so  doi^; 
but  I  am  of  opinion  country  practitioners  might,  vilk 
great  advantage  to  the  public  and  themselves,  do  thb 
to  a  much  greater  extent  than  they  are  in  the  haUt  of 
doing. 

With  regard  to  calls  to  visit  patients  at  late  hoan,  I 
think  if  any  practitioner  will  sit  down  and  reflect,  he 
will  perceive  that  out  of  these  calls,  whether  late  ia  the 
evening,  or  later 'still— «ftcr  having  retired  to  rest,  aot 
one  in  three  arises  out  of  real  emeigency,  tnly  • 
called,  or  from  sudden  illness,  but  from  a  postpoament 
of  sending  for  advk»  until  perenqptory  alarm  for  safely, 
or  the  continued  vicissitudes  of  pain  and  safgriag^ 
admitted  of  no  further  delay,  a  very  common  ezprMiaa 
being,  "I  was  very  ill  aU  day,  but  I  waited  tiU  ths 
evening,  to  see  if  I  shouU  be  better;"  and  in  modv- 
ately  extensive  practice  it  is,  as  my  hearers  are  aU  well 
aware,  not  uncommon  to  be  solicited  to  visit  thres  « 
foUT'SUch  cases  after  night,  probably  involving  a  ride  o( 
several  miles,  which  might  have  been  easily  obristai 
with  advantage  to  all,  by  more  timely,  wise,  aod  eon* ' 
siderate  determinations.    Much  of  this  rather  ssris« 
evil  might,  I  think,  be  done  away  with  by  proper  sad 
temperate  explanations,  given  m  good  faith,  and  tika 
in  good  part,  supported,  if  necessary,  by  a  perfsetif 
just  and  moderate  clium  for  adequate  remmnatiM, 
excepting  in  cases  of  real  emergency,  to  the  calb  tf 
which,  heaven  forbid,  we  should  not  all  cheerfollj  mi 
readily  respond,  whether  for  reward  or  without  rewi^fd, 
in  so  far  as  we  are  able.     I  venture  to  think  the  pss- 
fession  would  do  well,  as  a  bodynto  take  this  nbjeH 
into  consideration,  and  be  acting  as  vrisely  for  tk 
public  as  for  themselves  in  endeavouring  to  tessan  tta 
amount  of  wear  and  tear  in  professional  life  which  tte 
practice  I  have  adverted  to  oftentimes  very  unnecesaarilf 
entails  on  its  members.     For  that  considecation  t» 
which  a  man  is  in  justice  entitled,  he  may  deariy,  «itt 
propriety  and  fairness,  seek  and  expect ;  and  it  is  aflt 
too  much  to  expect  from  any,  that  he  should  do  as  ha 
would  be  done  by.     Certmnly,  by  all  reasonable  ncHi 
and  just  proceedings,  if  we  cannot  do  all  we  would,  *• 
may  justly  do  what  we  legitimately  may,  to  use  a  phnM 
of  the  day,  in  order  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  tk 
working  classes,   of  which,  I  think,  we  form  a  lOT 
exemplary  part. 

Another  rather  serious  evil,  gentlemen,  forming  fre- 
quently a  source  of  much  inconvenience  and  danger,  t» 
which  1  briefly  advert,  for  it  is  one  replete  with  ansietfi 
and  adds  greatly  to  our  responsibilities  femd  cares,  oftA- 
times  is  in  country  districts  t^e  want  of  competent  sod 
intelligent  nurses  to  attend  the  sick ;  the  remedv  sf 
this  rests  as  much  with  the  public  as  ourselves,  bo  I 
apprehend  the  evil  is  frequently  felt,  and  may  admit  d 
a  gradual  remedy,  without  great  difficulty,  and  withoi* 
injuring  the  interests  of  any. 

I  have  said  nothing,  gentlemen,  of  intemperanea  tf 
one  of  the  evils,  not  only  tending  to  shorten,  but  cer- 
tainly lessening  the  duration  of  life ;  hapmly  thf«  f^ 
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never  be  a  general  vice  in  medical  life,  for  to  be  given 
to  this  is  onlj  another  word  for  certain  ruin,  and 
for  my  own  part  I  nerer  witnessed  an  exception  to  the 
nile.  I  have  not  known  a  raoeessfiil  dnmken  mescal 
practitioner. 

I  most  cniTe  your  patience,  gentlemen,  for  one 
aMHnent  longer.  I  ventore  respectfUly  to  observe  there 
la  yef  one  evil  to  which  we  are  exposed — one  which  we 
cannot  altogether  remedy>  but  yet  which  we  ought 
to  ftvoid  as  much  aa  possible — and  that  is,  using  the 
JMbath  day  more  than  can  possibly  be  avoided  for  our 
business  purposes.  The  seventh  part  of  the  life  of  a 
ttah  has  been  deliberately  and  specially  ordained  and 
consecrated  by  the  wise  Disposer  of  events  for  the 
pvposes  of  devotion,  reflection,  and  rest ;  and  it  seems 
to  me  impossible  that  this  portion  of  time  can  be 
employed  after  the  manner  of  ordinary  days,  without 
entailmg,  amongst  other  evils,  the  natural  effects  of 
tbis  additional  amount  of  '*wear  and  tear,"  for  to 
argue  otherwise  would  be  clearly  to  assert  the  ad 
abiwdum  that  the  greater  is  equal  to  the  lesser.  I 
shall  not  advert  to  this  subject  further,  seeing  that  this 
is  not  the  appropriate  place  for  delivering  a  sermon  on 
veSgioD,  although  I  am  happy  and  proud  to  believe 
ttere  18  no  lack  of  religion,  piety,  faith,  hope,  and 
Parity,  in  the  members  of  our  profession. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  endeavoured  to  place  before  you 
WOOkt  points  connected  with  the  every-day  lifis  of  our 
pvoression,  which  I  ventured  to  believe  might,  without 
impropriety,  be  deeiQed  worthy  of  your  consideration ; 
and  in  connexion  with  the  same  subject  permit  me  to 
add,  that  no  one  thing  can,  in  my  humble  judgment, 
promote  the  advantage  of  all  more  than  the  well-wrighed 
and  wdl-directed  efforts  of  all,  to  one  common  end — 
the  good  of  all ;  and  hence  I  infer,  that  societies  like 
our  own,  if  well  managed  and  duly  supported,  are 
eminently  calculated  to  be  productive  of  substantial 
Iwoefits,  for  by  these  means,  what  is  beneficial  will  be 
Ifkely  to  be  suggested,  where  it  will  meet  with  adequate 
support  and  approbation;  what  is  otherwise  will  be 
diacouraged  with  effect,  and  that  which  is  determined 
<m  will  find  a  power  ready  to  aid  matured  decision 
aqual  to  the  aecompUshment  of  the  end  in  view.  All 
these  are  great  and  necessary  elements  in  success,  tfy 
anch  societies  opportunity  to  know  eaqh  other,  and  that 
knowledge  of  each  other,  which  eventually  leads  us  to 
oonfide  in  each  other,  are  afforded,  and  this  spreads  like 
leaven  through  the  whole  community  of  the  profession, 
and  promotes  unity  of  'aim  and  purpose.  Certainly,  in 
one  respect,  opportunity  is  necessarily  the  parent  of 
confideDce— a  child  of  slow  growth ;  for,  without  sure 
Itnowledge  of  safety,  who,  being  rational  and  wise,  can 
Tenture  to  oonfide  ? 

I  apprehend,  gentlemen,  and  I  i^y  so  emphatically, 
that  in  an  important  and  numerous  profession  like  our 
own,  small  legislations  are  like  small  war&res,  seldom 
leading  to  real  advantage;  for  selfish  aims,  calculated 
only  to  benefit  a  few,  a  class,  or  a  grade,  are  generally 
viewed  by  the  many  as  odious  in  their  nature,  and  are 
niually  pernicious  in  their  results,  promoting  angry 
rivalry,  disunion,  envy,  and  hate;  and  wherever  these 


undesirable  feelings  of  our  nature  are  engenderedj  *xid 
especially  where  excuse  for  their  display  exists,  let  them 
arise  where  they  may,  they  do  not  commonly  rest  only 
with  the  originators,  but  spread  like  a  plague-spot  and 
a  poison,  until  no  place  or  persons  are  left,  amongst 
whom  the  contamination  has  not  found  its  way,  and 
thus  probably  a  habit  of  angry  discussion  and  cavilling 
and  wrangling  spirit  are  fostered  and  engendered,  86 
tha't  an  animadverting  and  suspicious  disposition  and 
tone  become  the  prevailing  vice  of  the  time.  I  appre- 
hend it  was  out  of  such  a  prevailing  spirit  in  the  medical 
mAi  of  their  era,  that  Le  Sage  and  Moliere  found  food 
for  satire  and  ridicule  at  the  expense  of  the  medical 
profession,  which  amused  society  nearly  for  a  century, 
and  made  the  "  quarrels  of  medical  men"  a  bye-word 
fdr  small  revilings,  vulgar  bitterness  of  spirit,  and  undig- 
nified quarrels. 

It  has  been,  gentlemen,  I  believe,  through  the  Pro- 
vincial Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  in  a  full 
measure  and  decree,  amongst  other  causes,  that  the 
medical  profession  of  our  day  in  this  country  is  rapidly 
assuming  a  far  different  phase ; — through  it,  in  a  great 
degree,  that  we  are  better  known  to  each  other  and  to 
the  world  at  large ;  I  hope,  as  a  body  of  men  earnest 
in  effecting  good  and  improving  their  knowledge,  having 
no  selfish  objects  of  their  own  to  gratify  or  seek  at  the 
expense  of  others, — moderate  and  just,  a^  I  trttst,  in 
their  expectations,  and  contented  with  their  lot  in  life, 
kind  and  united  amongst  themselves,  and  kindly  and 
well-disposed  to  all.  Indeed,  gentlemen,  in  the  latter 
aspect  i  may  say,  without  departure  from  truth,  although 
I  say  it  not  boastfully,  but  I  say  it  with  honest  pride, 
that  to  no  profession  is  the  public,  and  especially  the 
needy  portion  of  society,  more  indebted  for  eleemosynary 
labour  and.  unrequited  exertion,  than  to  ours,  and  in 
none  is  the  ear  of  pity  and  comp*aS8ioh  more  open  to 
the  tale  of  woe,  oppression,  or  distress ;  and  so  far,  at 
least  I  think,  we  may  all  hope  our  community  is  not 
fax  from  the  right  road. 

I  will  not,  gentlemen,  detain  you  longer  kt  this  time, 
for  we  have  much  to  do,  and  I  feel  assured  it  will  be 
done  well,  and  in  a  good  and  brotherly  spirit ;  that 
hence  we  may  know  each  other,  and  trust  each  other, 
and  act  with  each  other  for  the  common  good  of  all, 
and  to  the  injury  of  none;— that  what  is  good,  will  at 
your  hands  meet  with  aid  and  encouragement :  what  la 
evil,  with  discouragement  and  proper  reproof ;— that 
the  motto  of  our  Society  may  consist  in  the  benevolent 
aspiration  of  the  great  apostle  and  servant  of  Christi- 
anity, St.  Paul,  "  Let  brotherly  love  prevail,"  and  in 
the  divine  injunction  of  our  Saviour,  "  This  command- 
ment I  give  to  you,  that  he  love  one  another." 

The  address  was  throughout  received  with  demonstra- 
tions of  approbation,  and  its  termination  was  signalised 
by  enthusiastic  applause. 

Dr.  Bird  then  ssdd,  that  all  present  were  perfectly 
aware  that  he  occupied  that  chair  only  temporarily. 
Several  friends  had  met  together  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  forming  this  Society,  and  when  they  had 
consulted  with  others,  they  had,  as  it  vras  necessary  to 
hate  organisation  of  some  kind,  made  their  arrangements 
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pfOvifloaaUy»  till  the  medicd  men  of  MonmoutlidiirB 
gad  South  Wales  coqld  be  called  together,  to  gire  the 
Soeietj  a  penoaneiit  £Dnn  and  constitution.  Under 
these  arrangements  he  (Dr.  Bird)  had  been  appointed 
IVnidenty  and  his  friend  Mr.  Michael,  to  whose  aditity 
this  Society  owed  so  much,  was  appointed  Secretary. 
This  behig  the  first  meeting  of  the  Society,  the  duties 
of  the  provisional  officers  would  terminate,  and  it 
became  necessary  to  appoint  others  in  their  room ;  and 
from  among  them,  before  they  proceeded  to  businesi, 
they  would  first  select  a  President  of  this  meeting.  Dr. 
Bird  concluded  his  obsenrations  by  congratulating  the 
meeting  on  their  success,  attested  by  the  fact,  thai  it 
bad  already  enrolled  seventy-fiTe  members  of  the  pro- 
fession in  Monmouthshire  and  South  Wales.  (Applause.^ 

Dr.  Bird  having  vacated  the  chair,  it  was  proposed 
^  Mr.  MiCBABL,  seconded  by  Mr.  Rowland,  and 
carried  unanimously/  "  That  Dr.  Bird  do  preside  at  thjs 
meeting." 

The  pRSsiDENT  then  called  upoui^r.  MoaRU,  .«iio 
said  that  he .  had  the  honour  to  propose  the  first  resola* 
tion«  and  if  that  resolution  required  observations  to 
vecommend  it  to  the  meeting,  he  should  have  felt  his 
incompetency  for  the  duty  which  now  devolved  upon 
him.  It  did  not  so,  as  he  believed  opinion  was  unani- 
mous upon  it.  Dr.  Morris  then  proposed  that  "The 
Monmouthshire  and  South-Wales  Branch  of  the  Provin- 
cial Medical  and  Surgica}  Association  be  now  formed." 

Ihe  motion  having  been  seconded  by  Mr.  Rowland, 
was  put  from  the  chair  and  carried  unanimously. 

Dr.  Howell  then  rose  to  move  the  second  resolution, 

.  "That  Dr.  G.  Gwynne  Bird  be  the  President  for  the 

jear  1852-3."    This  resolution  having  been  seconded 

by  Mr.  Brewer,   was  put  to  the  meeting,  and  carried 

unanimously. 

Dr.  Bird,  in  briefly  aclcnowledging  the  honour  ooo- 
lerred  upon  him,  observed  that  it  should  be  his  con- 
stant endeavour  and  ambition  to  promote  the  objects  of 
the  Society.  He  was  fully  conscious  that  firom  among 
his  medical  brethren  a  more  competent  selection  might 
have  been  made ;  but  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  he 
should  endeavour  to  meet  thQ  duties  which,  as  President, 
devolved  upon  him.  It  was  not  one  of  the  least  pleasing 
features  in  their  selection  of  him  as  President,  that  he 
had  been  proposed  by  his  friend  Dr.  Howell ;  at  the 
same  time  with  whom  he  entered  upon  professional  life 
twenty-six  years  ago.  He  believed  that  a  man  of  better 
heart  could  not  be  found ;  he  was  at  once  a  kind  friend 
and  an  excellent  practitioner. 

Dr.  Vachell  moved,  and  Mr.  Rowland  seconded 
the  next  resolution,  **  That  the  meeting  of  1853  be 
held  at  Chepstow,  and  that  Dr.  Morris  be  the  President- 
Elect."    The  resolution  baring  been  duly  carried. 

Dr.  MoBJiis,  in  returning  thanks  for  the  honour  con- 
ferred upon  him,  said  that  he  should  shrink  from  the 
acceptance  of  the  responsibilities  which  it  implied,  if  he 
■did  not  rely  on  the  kindness  and  support  of  his  medical 
brethren.  He  took  the  opportunity  of  assuring  the 
Society  that  he  should  receive  them  with  a  brother's 
love,  and  that  no  effort  should  be  wanting  on  his  part 
to  reader  the  Chepstow  meeting  one  of  interest  and 


instruqtion  to  all  who  would  honoor  H  by  their  prtKnoe. 
The  Secretary,  Mr.  Michabl,  then  read  the 

Report  oftke  Pnmmomtl  Cowmiftee, 

**  The  Council  having  long  felt  desirous  to  pine 
prominently  before  the  profeuion  in  the  Principi% 
the  daams  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Snrgicsi  Aao- 
dation  to  its  support.  The  want  of  a  bond  of  unioa 
and  a  rallying  point,  around  which  should  centre  tibe 
better  feelings  and  kindlier  emotions  of  the  too  oftM 
estrayed  member  of  a  common  profession,  has  long  es- 
tsted,  and  has  been  universally  acknowledged  and 
lamented. 

"  These  circumstances  determmed  your  Presidoit,  in 
aooordanoe  with  the  wish  of  Sir  Charles  Histingi, 
President  of  the  Council  of  the  I^vincial  Medickl  nd 
Surgical  Association,  and  at  the  request  of  many  mesi^ 
bers  of  the  medical  profession  residing  in  South  Wales, 
in  calling  together  a  few  gentlemen  from  varioos  psiti 
of  the  Principality  to  ask  their  advice  and  to  hear  their 
opinions  as  to  the  advisability  of  establishing  a  Brsnch 
Association  which  should  comprehend  within  itself  the 
medical  practitioners  of  Monmonthshhre  and  South 
Wales. 

"  Such  meeting  was  called  on  the  lOth  of  Hsnh, 
and  fifteen  gentlemen  attended,  when  it  was  unsni- 
mously  resolved, — 

" '  That  it  being  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeta^ 
desirable  to  form  a  Monmouthshire  and  South  Wain 
Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Assods- 
tion,  a  meeting  be  held  at  Swansea,  on  Wednesday, 
August  the  25th,  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  for  the  attainment  of  the  object ;  that  6.  G. 
Bird,  M.D.,  be  this  day  elected  Provisional  President, 
and  that  he  be  desired  to  preside  at  such  meetiog, 
and  also  to  read  an  address  on  the  occasion/ 

"  A  Provisioni^l  Committee  was  likewise  appointed  is 
take  such  steps  as  might  seem  to  them  necessary  to  ths 
attainment  of  this  object,  to  make  the  necessary  amngs- 
ments  for  holding  the  meeting  at  Swansea,  to  obtaia 
members,  and  to  prepare  such  laws  for  the  fotnie 
guidance  of  the  branch  as  might  seem  to  them  desirablsw 

"  In  accordance  with  theseresolutions,  your  Committes 
now  resign  into  your  hands  the  self-imposed  offices, 
and  we  are  happy  in  being  able,  at  the  same  time,  to 
announce  that  seventy-five  qualified  members  of  tiis 
profession  have  joined  the  Branch  Association,  which 
bids  fair  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  and  flourish* 
ing  of  those  already  belonging  to  the  Parent  Sodflty. 

"Your  Committee  trust  it  may  long  oontinoe  to 
increase  in  usefulness  and  extent,  and  that  this  may  be 
the  first  of  mafiy  pleasant  annual  gatlierings,  not  aHo- 
gether  without  effect  in  uding  the  members  in  Uieir 
daily  avocations  by  augmenting  their  knowledge,  sad 
drawing  closer  the  ties  of  good  fellowship  and  sodil 
intercourse. 

**  Your  Committee  rejoice  in  the  establishment  of 
such  a  Society  in  the  Plincipality,  as  serving  to  afford 
opportunities  of  meeting  old  friends  whom  the  exigencies 
of  life  have  long  separated,  and  in  increasing  the  nun- 
her  of  those  who  should  be  known  to  eadi  other  as 
united  in  one  common  brotherhood,  whose  purpose  of 
life  and  their  highest  honour  it  is  to  be  ever  engaged 
in  the  mitigation  of  sufiering  and  the  alleviati(Hi  of 
distress." 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Edwards,  seconded  by  Dr. 
HowKLL,  the  reception  and  adoption  of  the  report  «ai 
confirmed  by  the  meeting. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rowland,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Stsele,  it  was  unanimously  determined  that  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  be  the  officers  of  the  Branch  for  the 
ensuing  year :— 
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'  "Cbund/.—Dr. Howell, Swanses; J. Brewer,NewjH>rt ; 
E.  Dairies,  Merthyr ;  Dr.  Lawrence,  Carmarthen ;  J.  D. 
Brown,  Haverfordwest;  Dr.  VacheU,  Car^ff ;  E.  ETana, 
Cardiff;  W.  P.  Evans,  Swansea;  Dr.  Davies,  Brecon; 
P.  C.  Batt,  Abergavenny;  Dr.  Sylvester,  Cowbridge; 
Dr.  Price,  Monmoath ;  J.  French,  Neath;  J.  L.  White, 
Dowlais.     Swretary.—W,  H.  Michael,  Swansea." 

The  Secretary  then  read  over  the  rules  and  Bye-laws 
'  of  the  Society,  prepared  by  the  Provisional  Committee^ 
they  were  subsequently  submitted  for  discussion  aeriatim, 
•  Some  slight  amendments  were  made  at  the  suggestioa 
'Of  various  members.  These  amendments,  for  the  most 
part,  referred  to  extension  of  times  of  notice  in  calling 
meetings,  and  to  the  number  of  members  forming  a 
quorum  in  committee  meetings.  When  the  whole  body 
of  rules  and  bye-laws  had  been  thus  deliberated  upon, 
their  adoption  as  amended  was  confirmed  by  the  meeting, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  H.  L.  Pbicha&d,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Pkobb&t  ;  as  was  also  a  resolution  moved  by  Mr. 
E.  Evans,  seconded  by  Mr.  Stsblb,  to  the  effect  thai 
the  wnvenazume  in  connection  with  the  Medico-Ethical 
Association  be  held  in  Cardiff. 
Dr.  M0BBI8  then  moved  a  resolution  expressive  of 
^  the  regret  of  the  meeting  at  the  contemplated  removal 
-of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  from 
Worcester  to  London— a  step  which  the  resolution 
characterised  "as  endangering  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  Institution,  and  the  law  on  which  it  was 
based  by  its  first  founders.''  The  subject  called  forth 
remarks  firom  the  President  and  several  other  gentlemen, 
all  disapproving  of  the  removal.  The^  resolution  having 
lieen  seconded,  was  carried  unanimously,  as  was  also 
another  resolution  expressive  of  the  desirability  of  an 
organ  of  provincial  medical  practitioners  being  published 
imd  edited  in  a  provincial  town. 

The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  then  duly  given  to 
tile  Mayor  of  Swansea,  for  placing  the  Guildhall  and 
ABsembly  Rooms  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee ;  and 
to  the  CouncTii  of  the  Royal  Institution  of  South  Wales 
for  the  use  of  the  theatre. 

Mr.  E.  Evans  then  moved,  **  That  the  thanks  of 
the  meeting  be  given  to  Mr.  Michael,  for  his  able 
oervices  as  Secretary,  requesting  him  at  the  same 
to  continue  his  services  as  permanent  Secretary." 
sootion  having  been  seconded  in  highly  complimentary 
terms  by  Mr.  H.  L.  Price  ard,  was  carried  unanimously. 
Mr.  MiCBABi.  briefly  acknowledged  the  honour  done 
liim,  and  added  that  any  efforts  at  his  disposal  would 
he  devoted  to  fni^ring  the  interests  of  the  Society. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  then  passed  to  Sir  C.  Hastings, 
•the  President,  and  to  Mr.  Sheppard,  the  Secretary  of 
ihe  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  for 
tiieir  attendance  at  the  meeting  of  that  day.  These 
votes  were  duly  acknowledged  by  the  gentlemen  to 
whom  they  referred. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President  having  heem  passed 
and  acknowledged  by  that  gentleman,  the  proceedings 
of  the  business^meeting  were  brought  to  a  termination 
jibout  five  o'dock. 


€mtsi(mi^mt: 


«DR.  OGIER  WARD    ON  DR.  MBRBI' 
DESCRIPTION  OF  TYPHUS. 


To  the  Bditor  qf  ik€  Prwmeial  Medical  and  am-gkai 
Journal, 
SiB, — In  the  number  of  the  Journal  for  August  18, 
in  a  lecture  by  Dr.  Merd  on  the  diseases  of  duldren, 
the  following  passage  occurs  at  page  414 :— "  Abdominal 
typhus  is  rare  before  the  eighth,  or  at  least  not 
characterised  in  the  same  degree  on  the  intestines  aa 
fit>m  the  eighth  year  upwards."  Again,  at  page  416, 
"  Asthenic  or  typhoid  fevers,  in  the  majority  of  caseSp 
can  scarcely  be  recognised  before  the  third  or  fbiirth 
day ;  and  typhus  is,  even  at  that  time,  and  in  children 
above  the  eighth  year,  frequently  ambiguous."  Fkom 
Uto  former  of  these  quotations  the  reader  might  suppose 
Ifait  "abdominal  tjrphus"  is  the  •<  affection  typhind'^ 
of  Louis  and  Chomd,  who  assert  that  it  is  ran  in 
children ;  but  in  the  second  quotation  a  disttnolion  is 
drawn  between  asthenic  or  typhoid  fevers  and  typhus, 
so  that  it  would  seem  that  Dr.  Merei  admits  two  fontti 
of  fever  in  children,  viz.,  typhoid  fever,  but  without 
intestinal  or  abdominal  complication  under  the  eighth 
year,  and  a  distinct  typhus  fever,  which  is  more  difficult 
to  diagnosticate  than  the  former.  Having  begun  the 
study  of  the  morbid  anatomy  of  fevers  in  the  adult 
under  MM.  Chomel,  Louis,  Bailly,  and  Andral ;  and 
In  children  under  M.  Guersant,  I  can  affirm  that  in  no 
instance  did  I  ever  examine  a  body  dead  from  continued 
fever  in  Paris,  without  finding  extensive  marks  'Of 
intestinal  disease  in  the  form  of  ulceration  of  the 
Peyerian  glands,  whether  in  children  or  adultit.  **  In 
K37,  during  an  epidemic  typhoid  fever  in  Birmingham, 
I  attended  twenty-two  cases  of  fever,  of  which  eleven 
were  below  the  age  of  twelve  years.  All  presented 
similar  symptoms,  of  which  the  most  urgent  were  cough 
and  diarrhoea.  Three  cases  were  fetal,  of  the  respectito 
ages  of  23,  II,  and  li  years,  and  the  intestmal  lesions 
found  after  death  were  identical  in  aU,  viz.,  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach  ingested,  thickened,  and 
softened ;  the  same  appearances  in  the  duodenum  of 
the  two  elder,  with  great  development  of  the  mucous 
follicles,  (glands  of  Brunner);  the  glands  of  Peyer 
prominent  and  covered  with  sloughing  ulcers,  particu- 
larly at  the  coecal  valve ;  the  mesenteric  glands  oppo- 
site the  ulcerations  much  enlarged ;  the  glands  of  the 
colon  enlarged  and  ulcerated,  and  the  rest  of  the  viscera 
healthy  but  congested,  except  the  spleen,  which  was 
softened  also.''* 

Here  the  only  distinction  between  the  lesions  of  this 
adult,  the  boy,  and  the  infent,  was,  that  the  duodenum 
of  the  last  was  not  affected.  In  all  the  other  cases  of 
death  firom  continued  fever  in  children,  I  have  met  with 
the  samej»o«/-mor/eiit  appearances;  but  I  have  referred 
to  those  above  because,  firom  the  epidemic  attacking 
various  ages,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  identity  of 
the  disease.      The  affection  of  the  Peyerian  glands^   . 
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asMTted  by  Louis  to  be  cbaractecutic  of  typhoid  fevtt 
in  its  acute  form,  and  of  phthisia  in  the  chronic,  cannot, 
I  think,  be  considered  as  strictly  pathognomonic,  as  I 
once  met  with  a  fatal  case  of  ulooation  of  the  glands 
and  perfoiations  of  the  intestines  in  an  infiuit  only  eight 
days  old.  In  this  instance*  after  the  meooninm  had 
been  passed,  there  was  janndioe,  tympanitis,  and  ob- 
stipation ;  and  after  death  there  was  found  peritonitis, 
from  effusion  of  yellow  feces  through  a  perfonttion  of 
an  agminate  gland,  just  above  the  cacum,  which  was 
dao  ulcerated,  as  well  as  the  other  Feyerian  gbnds,  for 
sane  distance  up  the  ileum.  Neither  Dia.  Graves, 
Watson,  nor  Copland,  make  any  distinction  in  the 
lesions  of  adults  and  children  from  continued  fever, 
though  the  latter,  like  Louis,  asserts  that  typhoid  fever 
J6  most  common  between  the  ages  of  15  and  40  years. 
None  of  these  authors,  however,  speak  decidedly  and 
•zpressly  upon  this  point,  and  therefore  I  have  ventuied 
to  make  the  foregoing  remarks  as  the  result  of  my  own 
aiperienoe,  with  the  hope  that  if  they  meet  the  eye  of 
Dr.  Merd  he  may  be  induced  to  favour  your  readers, 
in  a  future  lecture,  with  the  conclusions  he  has  drawn 
vpon  the  morbid  anatomy  of  in£uitile  fevers,  whether 
•ontinued  or  remittent,  from  the  extensive  field  of 
observation  he  has  enjoyed  at  the  Childrens'  Hospital 
faiFesth. 

I  do  opt  mean  to  assert  that  continued  fever  in 
adults  is  alwaya  attended  with  ulceration  of  Feyer's 
glands,  for  Andral,  Dr.  Watson,  and  others,  have  met 
with  cases  in  which  no  lesion  of  the  kind  could  be 
discovered,  and  Dr.  Lombard,  of  Geneva,  has  attempted 
to  draw  a  distinction  between  the  typhoid  fever,  thus 
•haracterised,  and  the  Irish  typhus,  attended  with' 
peteofain  and  vibices,  a  distinction,  however,  not 
admitted  by  Dr.  Graves;  but  having  invariably  found 
nlcomtion  of  the  intestines  in  in&ntile  continued  fever, 
winch  is  always  attended  with  more  or  less  diarrhcea, 
indicative  of  the  progress  of  the  disorganiiation,  it 
IVPMTS  to  be  a  most  important  proof  in  regard  to  treat, 
■ent,  to  establish  as  a  rul^  that  whenever  other 
■ibotions  may  complicate  the  course  of  continued  fever 
in  children,  inflammation  of  the  glandulte  agminate 
always  co-exists,  and  requires  our  closest  att^tion  to 
guard  against  its  consequences. 

I  am»  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  OGIER  WARD. 

Kensington,  August  30, 1852. 


MR. 


VIVIAN'S    SFEECH   AT  THE  LATE 
SWANSEA  MEETING. 


lb  ttt  BdUor  qf  the  Pr<mneial  Medieai  and  Airyico/ 
Journal, 

8ni,— I  observe  in  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
Ifae  Monmouthshire  and  South  Wales  Branch  of  the 
Fhmndal  Medical  and  SurgicalAssociatioo,  as  reported 
In  the  Swamea  Herald  of  the  1st  of  this  montii,  that 
the  Hon.  Member  for  Truro,  Mr.  H.  H.  Vivian,  who 
bonoured  the  Branch  with  his  company  at  the  dinner, 
wpressed  himaelf  as  a  friend  of  medical  sdenoe,  and 
his  wiUingnatt  to   promote  the  legitimate 


objects  of  its  members  in  his  place  in  the  Hoiae  of' 
Commons. 

I  take  leave  to  remark  on  the  circumstance,  as  I  Bsts- 
no  doubt  kind  deeds  and  kind  words  will  no|  be  for- 
gotten by  the  members  of  our  Associstion  sad  the 
profession  generally.  I  feel  assured  Mr.  Tiriu's 
sentiments  will  be  reciprocated  by  the  medica]  con- 
stituencies of  the  influential  borough  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man represents,  and  that  his  interests  will  be  duly  cved 
for  by  them,  and  a  friendly  hand  held  out  to  aid  him 
whenever  opportunity  offers. 

I  trust  the  medical  profession  has  many  such  Mends 
as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  in  question;  and  I  liaoerelf 
hope,  in  election  matters,  they  will  be  duly  iq>precirtdl 
and  favourably  recollected^,"  verbvm  MtJ*  It  M 
equally  our  duty  and  our  interest  to  know  our  Mtidl 
and  to  serve  them  fidthfrilly,  and  remeuibar  dms 
grateftilly. 

I  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

A  Mbmbuu  ov  tbb  Pboyinciai.  Midical 

▲NO  SUBOICAI.  AB800I4TI0N. 

September  8, 1852. 

[The  speech  in  question  was  made  at  the  dBimer,  tf 
which  we  have  not  given  a  report. — En.  J.] 


/nrngn  ifyartmetit. 


MATERIA  MEDICA. 

On  Todhed  Ciffon.^^lt  haa  been  sn^foitsd  bf 
Kletzinsky  that  the  iodised  cigars  introdused  by 
Chartroule  and  Bertow  might  be  advantngeoosly  wi 
more  generally  in  medicine.    He  flnda^ 

1.  That  a  sufficient  qoantity  of  iodino  may  be  fNsd 
in  a  dgar  which,  after  being  iodised,  has  baen  Ifia^ 
exposed  for  four  ^ays  In  a  warm  room.  (We  09 
observe  that  the  process  of'iodising  consists  in  lighlif 
washing  a  dgar  with  an  alcoholic  solution  of  k>dia^  or 
in  exposing  it  for  a  few  minutes,  in  a  dossd  boi « 
vessel,  to  the  simultaneous  action  of  iodine  vapowiid 
steam.) 

^2.  The  greater  part  of  the  io^ne*  whidi  has  boa 
taken  up  is  found  in  the  ash  aa  iodide  of  potasriiii> 
caldum,  and  magnesium. 

3.  The  smoke,  after  being  passed  Aroagh  cottaa 
wool  to  retain  any  particles  of  ash,  and  then  cottdactod 
through  a  neutral  solution  of  stardi,  did  not  giie  liH 
to  the  slightest  blue  coloration,  even  alter  the  nsotafi* 
cation  of  the  carbonate  of  ammonia  containad  ia  the 
amoke,  witii  acetic  add.  On  tiw  addition,  ho«ef«V 
of  chlorine  water  or  nitric  add,  a  blue  tint  waa  fvoliai^ 
showing  that  there  waa  a  little  iodide  of  nmimwiWi 
although  no  free  iodine,  in  the  smoke. 

4.  After  a  few  pu£b,  the  saliva  and  buooal  wntm 
gave  distinct,  aUhovgh  stight,  tnoea  d  oovfaM 
iodine. 

5.  Alter  smoking  ua  iodised  dgar,  iodine  oodd 
generally  be  detected  in  half  an  boor,  and  oft«i«rii^ 
in  the  urine.— Jasfmsly  tn  Wien,  Med.  WaektmA^ 
No.  39, 1851. 
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oi  a  JUmedp  far  TVgw-ITorm.— The  three 
foUowing  cases  of  the  snocessfiil  applintion  of  this 
4vmedy,  bto  recorded  bj  Dr.  Oliari,  Director  of  the 
Hoepitalat  Cremona : — 

1.  A  V>mati,  aged  36,  had  for  four  months  ffe- 
^[«entlj  paosed  pieces  of  tape-worm  (nermu  toiiiarimt) 
with  the  efacvations.  Without  any  previoiis  treatment 
«ha  one  morning  took  fire  drachms  of  konsao,  with 
sufficient  honey  to  make  an  electuary,  in  two  doses,  the 
second  two  honn  after  the  first.  Two  hours  after  the 
last  dose  she  took  an  ounce  of  castor  oil,  and  another 
onnoe  two  hours  later.  In  the  course  of  the  day  she 
discharged  u  large  number  of  pieces  of  tape-worm,  from 
one  to  two  indies  in  leng^;  and  since  that  time  [the 
penod  is  not  stated— Ed.]  appeals  perfectly  free  from 


now  used  in  the 
BaSsami.  Copaiyse. 
Pip,;  Spirit.  Vini. 
Nitric-^ther.,  dr. 


ChafU^  Hospital  at  Berlin  :—&. 
;  Syiupi  Tolutani;  Aqun  MentiiaB 
Redfiiicatiss,  utrq.,  os.  j. ;  SpiiiL 
iss.    Misce.    A  teaspoonfol  ibr  • 


2.  A  girl,  aged  16,  took  the  same  quantity,  similarly 
•ilirided,  in  the  form  of  a  warm  aqueous  decoction,  and 
foilowed  it  with  castor-oil  in  precisely  the  same  manner. 
Besides  many  fragments,  she  discharged  a  portion  of 
wont  twenty-two  eDs  in  length,  with  a  Tcry  pointed 
«itmiity  and  short  joints,  such  as  occur  near  the  head. 
Tlie  bead  itself  could  not  be  perceiTcd.  Since  this 
time  (a  period  of  two  montiis)  she  has  been  quite  free 
lirom  the  disease. 

3.  A  man,  aged  40,  had  suffered  from  tape-worm  for 
years,  and  had  tried  many  remedies,  which, 

i  to  say,  ftiled  to  bring  away  any  portion  of  the 
worm,  although  pieces  were  often  obsenred  in  the 
ordinary  evacuations.  After  taking  five  drachms  of 
kousso  (hi  an  electuary,)  he  passed  seyeral  pieces  of 
worm  (/«nta  «o/),  six  or  eight  ells  in  lengtli.  He 
has  had  no  return  of  the  ^sease. 

The  two  following  cases  of  a  similar  nature  are 
itoorded  in  the  same  journal,  by  Dr.  Vincenzo 
Masserotti  ;— 

1.  A  man,  aged  40,  had  from  his  earliest  childhood. 
at  different  intervals,  passed  pieces  of  botriocepbalus. 
He  had  tried  the  ordinary  remedies  in  vain ;  his  symp- 
tbma  were  increasing  in  intensity,  and  he  dreaded  the 
flame  fiite  as  a  brother,  Who  had  died  from  insidious 
j;astro«enteritis,  induced  by  the  same  parasite.  Although, 
after  taking  the  kouaso,  he  interfered  with  the  treatment 
by  obstinately  drinking  seidlitz  water,  which  induced 
aeyere  vomiting,  yet  several  pieces  of  worm  were  dis- 
ebarged,  one  of  which  was  twelve  eUs  in  length,  and 
had  the  head  attached  to  it. 

2.  A  woman,  aged  33,  had  for  the  last  eight  years 
<yften  discharged  pieces  of  tape-worm,  and  had  suffered 
from  painful  tremors  of  the  limbs,  pain  in  the  abdomen, 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  hypochondriasis,  and  emacia- 
tion. Afier  five  drachms  of  kousso,  she  passed  several 
portions  of  worm,  to  one  of  which  the  head  was 
Attached.  None  of  these  portions  exhibited  any  signs 
4l£  ^tality,  althoogh  pieces  she  had  previously  passed 
allowed  indications  of  life  when  kept  in  water  for  two 
houn.  Hence  the  poisonous  power  of  the  drug  in 
relation  to  fee  worm  is  well  shown  in  this  tase,— G«r2r. 
Mftd.  Hal,  fed.  Ixmbard,,  No.  46, 1851 . 

0»  the  Potto  Choparti  as  a  Remedy  for  HaanqplyM. 
— ^The  following  is  the  formula  for  this  medicine,  as 


dose.  The  mixture  reqirires  shaking  before  use,  as  the 
balsam  of  copaiva  separates,  and  floats  on  the  surliMe. 
The  taste  is  not  disagreeable ;  it  is  slightly  irritating, 
but  not  sufficiently  so  as  to  induce  cough.  Dr.  WoHf 
has  for  two  years  used  this  combination  in  a  larga 
number  of  cases  of  haemoptysis  depending  on  pulmonary 
tobercnlosis;  and  the  general  resolts  have  been  so 
fovourable  that  the  medicine  is  now  permanentiy  intro- 
duced into  the  hospital  pharmacopoeia.  At  first  lis 
only  tried  it  when  otiwr  means  had  frdled,  but  now  H 
is  the  remedy  on  which  he  diiefly  relies;  and  he  uses 
it  in  most  of  these  cases.  If  it  causes  vomiting,  its 
application  must  be  suspended,  or  altogether  discon- 
tinued.—IFoy  m  Ann,  d.  Charity  tu  Berlin,  Vol.  t, 
No.  2,  1852. 

aiDMiaai  Hooping  Oough.^Dr.  v.  Brownmg  empli^ 
tannin  in  the  following  combination,  in  cases  of 
hooping coughi— R.  Tannini, gr.  l-6th;  Add.  Btnme^ 
Extract  Belladomue,  utrq.,  gr-  1-I2th;  Pulv.  Rhei, 
gr.  iij. ;  Pulv.  Gumm.  Acacia,  gr.  xq.  M.  Fiat  pulr. 
The  powder  may  be  given  three  or  four  times  a-dsf . 
For  a  very  young  chUd  half  tiie  dose  twice  daily  will  be 
Bofficient.  In  a  few  days  tiie  severity  of  the  symptoms 
usuaUy  diminishes,  and  the  character  of  the  attack 
changes.  If  Vuiprima  vtds  require  clearing,  an  emetic 
dose  of  antimonial  wine  should  be  first  administtted. 
If  the  disease  does  not  yield  in  a  few  days,  and  the 
periodicity  of  tiie  attack  is  well-marked,  one  or  two 
gndns  of  hydrocblorate  of  quinine  [The  disulphats 
would,  doubtless,  be  equally  efficacious.— Ed.]  may 
ba  substituted  for  the  rhubarb.  Ho  recommends,  as  a 
domestic  remedy,  the  simultaneous  use  of  a  tea  of  As 
fiowers  of  tlie  common  primrose,  with  equal  pari*  of 
inspissated  erab-juice  and  sugar-candy*— ».  JJrtwwtg 
in  Dewiicho  KUn.    No.  6,  1852. 

PATHOLOGY  AND  PRACTICE  OF  PHYSIC. 
The  PoeUmortem  Appearancee  in  a  Case  of  Hydro- 
/>Ao5ifl.— Dr.  Middeldorpf  relates  the  case  of  a  mail— a 
confirmed  drunkard,  who  had  been  several  times  treated 
for  delirium  tremens— who  was  bitten  in  tiie  last  phalanx 
of  tiie  first  and  second  finger  of  tiie  right  hand  by  a 
mad  dog,  on  the  26tii  of  July,  1851.  As  the  dog  was 
unquestionably  rabid,  the  man  was,  on  the  4tii  of  August, 
admitted  into  tiie  hospital,  that  his  case  might  be 
watched.  On  the  26th  of  that  month  he  was  seized 
witii  the  symptoms  of  hydrophobia,  which  carried  him 
off  within  twenty-four  hours.  There  is  notiiing  in  tive 
treatment  or  in  the  symptoms  to  call  for  special  remark, 
but  as  carefully-conducted  post-mortems  in  tiiis  disease 
are  still  a  desideratum,  we  give  tiie  results  of  tiie  sectio. 
There  was  much  thin  fluid  blood  in  the  superior 
longitudinal  sinus.  'The  pia  mater  and  arachnoid  were 
opaque,  and  milky  j  under  the  pia  mater,  both  on  ths 
surface  of  the  brain  and  on  the  lateral  ventricles,  there 
was  an  effusfon  of  scrum.  Both  the  erev  and  the  while 
i 
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snbBtanoe  were  more  fall  of  blood  that  is  natural, 
Cipedally  the  former.  The  medulla  oblongata  was  of 
the  normal  firmness.  The  bones  forming,  the  vertebral 
canal  abounded  in  blood.  The  grey  matter  of  the  spinal 
cofd  was  softened  to  the  oonsbtence  of  a  pulp,  the  lower 
half  of  the  uppermost  enlargement  of  the  cord  being 
ihe  most  didntegrated,  and  being  reduced  to  a  homo- 
geneous, greyish^  red  mass.  There  was  nothing  abnormal 
about  the  pneumogastric  nerve,  or  the  nerves  or  ves^els^. 
of  the  axilla.  The  papilln  vallate  of  the  tongue  were 
▼ery  prominent.  The  larynx  and  trachea  .were  slightly 
reddened,  and  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane  was  of 
»  dark-red  colour.  The  lungs  contained  much  light: 
red  blood,  bat  very  little  air.  There  wa^  no  excess  of 
serum  in  the  pericardium.  The  heart  was  relaxed  and 
flabby,  and  its  tissue  was  of  a  pale-brown  colour ;  it 
contained  a  good  deal  of  non*coagttlated  blood.  There 
was  &tty  liver.  The  spleen  was  enlarged,  very  friable, 
and  of  a  pale  chocolate  colour.  The  kidneys  were  lai^pe 
and  pale;  the  pancreas  very  vascular.  Nothing  abnoriliat 
was  observed  in  the  stomach,  intestinal  canal,  pharytis, 
or  oesophagus.  [We  need  hardly  mention,  that  many 
of  the  latter  appearances--as  those  of  the  heart,  liver, 
kidneys,  &c.— can  have  no  connection  with  the  special 
disease,  but  depended  on  the  previous  habits  of  the 
patient.— En.]— JIufefeMofT/ m  Guntburg'9  ZtiUeh., 
Vol.  2,  No.  6.     1851. 

Sifmpiwm  qf  Bnghfi  Diseaw,  wkieh,  taken  4tlon9, 
might  Simuiate  athrr  Dweoist.— Professor  Christensen, 
a  Danish  physunan,  who  has  already  published  several 
important  memoirs  on  Bright's  Disease,  has  just  pub- 
liahed  a  paper  bearing  the  above  title  (in  the  Hospital's 
Meddeleser,  vol.  3,  part  5). 

That  the  primary  pathological  condition  in  Bright's 
disease  Ues  in  the  blood  is  obvious  from  its  morbid 
products,  namely,  the  exudation  of  an  albuminous 
fluid  into  the  cellular  tissue  and  the  serous  and  mucous 
membranes ;  it  is  likewise  shown  in  rarer  cases  by  the 
retention  of  urea  in  the  blood.  This  morbid  secretion 
from  the  blood  into  the  different  parts  of  the  body  does 
not  by  any  means  occur  simultaneously  j  it  sometimes 
only  presents  itself  in  one  part,  but  is  more  com- 
monly followed  by  effusions  into  other  parts  or  organs ; 
moreover,  if  the  effusion  into  one  organ  be  suspended, 
it  usually  commences  in  sonle  other  part.  Hence  it  is 
obvious  that  the  symptoms  may  be  very  various,  and 
that  many  phenomena  which  we  might  expect  in  the 
ordinary  form  of  this  dvacBse,  may  be  absent,  so  that, 
imless  a  proper  examination  of  the  nrine  be  instituted, 
grave  errors  of  diagnosis  may  be  made.  Christensen 
observes,  that  the  symptoms  which  may  umulate  other 
diseases,  are  especially  those  of  the  brain,  the  air- 
passages,  the  stomach,  and  the  intestine. 

Cerehrdl  gympionu  are  a  consequence  of  retention 
of  urea  in  the  blood  when  the  urinary  secretion  is 
suppressed  or  diminished,  although  it  may  sometimes 
occur  when  there  is  scarcely  any  apparent  diminution  of 
the  quantity  of  urine.  In  these  cases  chemistry  reveals 
the  presence  of  urea  in  the  blood  to  very  considerable 
quantity,  and  occasionally  a  lesser  quantity  in  the  other 


fluids  of  the  body.  The  morbid  changes  which  thr 
kidneys  undeigo  in  Bright's  disease,  may  give  rite  to  1 
suppression  of  urine,  and  if  this  suppression  be  gndoil, 
the  cerebral  symptoms  also  come  on  gradoaUj,  and  a 
pecaliar  apathetic  soporous  condition  is  obieryei  The 
blanched,  and  often  somewhat  puffy,  cachectic  coaa- 
tcnance,  has  a  peculiar  expression  hard  to  demibe;  the 
pupils  are  normal,  or  rather  dihited,  but  are  torpid  is 
contracting.  When  the  disease  is  slowly  deido^ 
there  is  occasionally  a  little  wandering  and  mental  dis- 
turbance (the  quieter  form  of  delirium);  whea  it 
advances  rapidly,  there  is  deliriam  of  a  moch  wot 
marked,  although  never  of  a  ftuieus,  character.  Bil- 
Incinationa  do  not  seem  to  occur,  but  thera  is  ofiaa  kw 
of  oonsdooaness.  An  involuntary  and  ahriU  scnan  k- 
often  uttered ;  and  we  sometimes  observe  a  penliir 
grasping  action  of  the  hands,  or  a  fighting-like  imm- 
ment  of  the'arms.  There  are  also  imoluntaiy  nove> 
menta  of  other  parts  of  the  body,  ospedally  of  the  heed; 
and  convulsions  of  the  muscles  of  the  &oe  are  fay  a» 
means  rare.  At  length  a  comatose  state  1 
there  is  prolonged,  tracheal,  laborions,  end  1 
stertorous  respiration ;  and  deglutition  becooiei  toj 
difficult,  or  ia  altogether  impaded.  The  pulse  is  107 
uncertain,  often  slow,  (not  above  60,)  never  very  i^ 
usually  about  100  in  the  mmute.  The  eicretioas  m 
passed  involuntarily. 

Christensen  gives  two  cases  in  iUustratioBor  tUsdiH 
of  symptoms  \ — 

Gate  1. — A  woman,  aged  27,  was  seized  with  peri- 
tonitis, (a  slight  attack,)  four  months  after  deliraj. 
During  her  convalescence  she  was  suddenly  atfednd 
with  somnolence,  accpmpanied  with  dimiDntiaa  cf 
secretion  firom  the  kidneys,  and  albumen  in  the  urine; 
these  symptoms  continued  for  three  days,  when  the 
died.  On  examination  the  kidneys  were  found  to  be  is 
the  third  stage  of  Bright's  disease. 

In  reference  to  this  case  he  observes,  that  a  perCBd 
suppression  of  the  urine  is  not  necessary  for  the  deielfip' 
ment  of  cerebral  symptoms. 

Cate  2. — A  woman,  aged  28,  who  had  not  meBftit- 
ated  for  six  months,  was  brought  into  the  ^hospital  ib 
convulsions.  On  subsequently  examining  her,  the  oolf 
drcnmstance  pointing  to  Bright's  disease,  was  pan  '^ 
the  lumbar  region,  extendmg  down  the  thigh.  T«» 
daya  after  admission  convnlsions  again  sapemacd, 
which  carried  her  off  in  eighteen  hours.  On  dissedM* 
the  characteristic  degeneration  of  the  kidneys  «* 
revealed. 

Of  the  ipmptomt  coimeeted  wiih  the  atr-pemftt,  the 
most  prominent  are  a  peculiar  laborioas  respiiaiioii 
something  'like  tiiat  which  ocoors  in  croupi  bat  mon  ^ 
doeely  resembling  that  which  accompanies  syphilitB 
olceration  of  the  larynx.  There  is  more  or  less  dyspesB^ 
but  cough  is  not  invariably  present.  On  auocoHit— 
we  detect  a  widely-distributed  sonorous  and  UoniV 
rhonchus  in  the  lungs,  which  can  often  be  hesid  s(iosM 
distance.  The  anatomical  indications  of  this  conditioa 
are  merely  a  diffused  redness  and  puffineMof  themioo» 
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aieoibraDa  of  the'  air-passages.  This  affection  of  the 
Indus  and  bronchi  is  often  combined  with  dropsy  and 
other  Sf  mptoms  of  Bright's  disease;  and  as  one  symptom 
often  acts  Ticarionaly  to  another,  so  an  attack  of  this 
][ind  of  bronchitis  often  talces  the  place  of  vomiting  or 
diarrbcea,  or  becomes  more  intense  when  the  oedema 
diminishes.    The  author  gives  two  illnstrative  cases : — 

Gsfe  l.^A  woman,  aged  28 »  who  shortly  before  had 
been  cured  of  oedema  arising  from  Brighf  s  diseasev 
took  fever,  which  was  accompanied  by  disturbed  respi- 
ration, liry  skin,  and  hoarseness ;  there  was  difficulty 
i>f  speech,  and  there  were  attacks  of  orthopndte,  with 
eottiderable  cerebral  congestion  and  episteds.  There 
was  no  pain  in  the  larynx  or  tracheal  or  in  the  chest  i' 
bat  there  was  a  slight  sensation  of  weight  in  the  pit  of 
the  stomach*  The  patient  could  lio-^n  either  side. 
Pulse  from  80  to  100,  and  tense;  toi^e  moist,  and 
almost  dean;  bowels  open.  Widely  distributed, 
■onorous  rattles  were  beard  in  both  lungs,  and  thtmr 
^pas  very  pit^onged  expiration.  One  vensection  wnm 
Didered,  leeches  were  applied,  and  a  solution  of  tar- 
taii^iBd  antimony  prescribed.  On  the  following  night 
great  dyspnoea  came  on,  and  she  was  in  a  state  of' 
impending  suffocation,  with  a  livid  swollen  &ce,  loss  of 
consciousness,  and  a  short  rough  coagh.  After  vomit- 
ing sevend  times,  the  respiration  was  somewhat  relieved, 
but- the  act  of  expiration  was  accompanied  with  much 
difficulty;  the  face  exhibited  an  expression  of  great 
anxiety,  the  pulse  was  rapid  and  somewhat  tense,  and 
there  was  no  delirium.  Leeches  were  again  applied  tft 
the  larynx,  and  the  tartarised  antimony  continued. 
The  symptoms,  however,  continued  to  increase,  and  she 
died  on  the  eleventh  day  after  her  admission.  A  few 
days  before  death  tracheotomy  was  performed,  which 
gvr%  temporary  relief. 

yOn  a  pott-moriem  examination,  it  was  found  that 
the  epiglottis,  and  the  mucous  membrane  above  the 
glottis,  were  pale  and  not  swoUen;  below  the  glottis 
the  mucous  membrane  was  dotted  with  fine  red  points, 
to  the  ultimate  extremities  of  the  bronchial  tubes.  It 
was  not  swollen,  nor  was  there  any  false  membrane; 
but  it  was  covered  with  frothy  mucus.  The  right  lung 
was  sound;  the  left  was  somewhat  infiltrated  with  a 
aerons  bloody  fluid.  The  heart  was  healthy.  Both 
kidneys  were  of  the  normal  size,  but  were  very  hard 
and  irregular  on  their  surface.  The  cortical  substance 
was  very  hard,  and  of  a  whitish-grey  colour,  smooth, 
smd  without  granuhitions;  the  pyramidal  bodies  were 
in  many  places  much  thronged  together.  The  author 
Mieves  that  such  cases  as  this  one  should  be  treated  as 
tracheitis,  even  if  we  detect  the  true  nature  of  the 
JBaease,  since  we  can  never  be  quite  certain  that  these 
attacks  may  not  depend  on  a  genuine  inflammatory 


Case  2, — In  this  case  it  appeared  as  if  a  syphilitic 
laceration  of  the  larynx  were  present.  The  most  pro- 
minent symptoms  were  hoarseness,  shortness  of  breath, 
xedness  of  the  interior  of  the  nostrils,  with  foetid  dis- 
cshargea  from  them;  a  sensation  of  dryness  in  the 
ttroat;  and,  Anally,  a  febrile  condition,  with  difficulty 


in  deglutition  and  respiration.  The  urine  was  examined 
on  the  day  preceding  the  patient's  death,  but  contained 
no  albumen.  In  consequence  of  the  increased  difficulty 
of  respiration,  and  on  the  supposition  that  some  me- 
dianical  impediment  was  the  cause  of  this  and  of  the 
dysphagia,  tracheotomy  was  performed,  without,  how- 
ever, any  satisfactory  result,  for  the  patient  died  in  a 
comatose  state  within  eighteen  hours.  After  death 
nothing  abnormal  was  found  in  or  near  the  larynx ; 
there  was  slight  oedema  in  the  lower  part  of  the  lungs, 
a  nutmeg  liver,  and  a  very  large  and  hard  spleen.  The 
kidneys  were  passing  into  the  last  stage  of  Brighf  a 
disease.  The  bndn'  and  its  membranes  contained  an 
excess  of  blood,  and  there  was  a  little  serous  effasionv 
The  urine  found  in  the  bladder  contained  much  albu* 
men.  Hie  author  suspects  l!hat  the  urine  already 
referred  to  as  containing  no  albumen  must  have  been 
passed  by  another  patient ;  had  he  then  found  albumen 
he  would  not  have  ordered  tracheotomy. 

>•  Ckuirie  and  InietHnai  S^mpfomt.— Although  vomits- 
ing  and  diarrhoea  are  amongst  the  most  fraqaent  of  tha 
symptoms  which  characterise  Bright's  disease,  either  or 
both  are  very  rarely  the  only  symptoms.  Christensen- 
has  only  seen  six  instances  of  this  nature  in  several 
hundred  cases.  The  vomiting  rapidly  debilitates-, 
patients;  and  if  it  is  not  supplanted  by  some  other^ 
symptoms,  as  diarrhoea,  a  severe  attack  of  brondfitis;. 
well-marked  oedema,  or  increased  diuresis,  it  may  prova 
fatal  in  a  week'.  In  one  case  the  Tomiting  continued 
at  intervals  for  a  year  and  a  half,  in  another  case  for 
about  half  a  year.  At  first  the  vomited  matters  consist 
chiefly  of  mucus,  but  in  a  later  stage  they  contain  bile. 
The  vomiting,  unless  when  very  continuous  Imd  severe^ 
is  unaccompanied  by  any  very  marked  pam  in  the 
gastric  region.  Hiccough  and  emrtations  sometimes 
occur.  Diarrhoea  is  one  of  the  mildest  symptoms  of 
Bright*s  disease;  and  the  author  belieyes  the  extensiva 
mucous  surface  of  the  intestinal  canal  separates  and 
removes  a  large  quantity  of  morbid  secretion ;  and  thus 
relieves  other  organs.  As  the  diarrhoea  depends  on  a 
simple  exudation  of  albuminous  fluid,  without  any 
inflammatory  process,  it  gives  rise  to  no  pain ;  some- 
times, however,  a  diphtheritic  inflammation  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  ileum  or  of  the  colon  is  simulta- 
neously present.  Unless  the  latter  complication  Cs 
present  the  intestinal  discharges  are  not  mixed  with 
blood  or  mucus,  but  are  merely  their  liquid  excrement. 
We  have  only  space  to  notice  the  flrtt  of  the  *mp  eas» 
recorded  by  Christensen.  In  this  case  vomiting  was 
the  predomuiating  symptom.  The  patient  was  sup- 
posed to  be  suffering  from  a  slight  attack  of  typhus^ 
and  his  urine  was  not  examined.  On  dissection,  it  was. 
found  that  the  cortical  substance  of  the  kidneys  waa 
hypertrophied,  and  that  the  pyramidal  bodies  were 
much  atrophied;  the  tissue  was  hard,  firm,  and  pala. 
The  urine  found  in  the  bladder  contained  muchalbumea. 
^Schmidfi  FahriUeher  fur  1852.,  No.  2. 
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Diteatein  Childhood^  U$  common  Cameif  and  Direetiom 
/or  Ut  Practical  Management,  By  Robert  Eixis, 
F.L.S.     London:  G.  Cox,  King  William  Street. 

'    1852.     12ino,  pp.  288. 

It  is  mueh  to  be  desired  tliat  in  ftll  cases  wliere 
aathors  are  writing  for  the  express  use  of  the 
public,  they  should  broadly  state  the  fact  in 
their  title  pages.  This  precaution  would  prevent 
much  disappointment,  and  would  certainly  not 
tend  much  to  diminish  the  sale  of  the  work,  since 
its  omission  as  often  leads  the  individual , who 
really  wants  the  information  afforded,  to  avoid 
Ihe  purchase,  as  it  tempts  the  professional  reader 
to  procure  a  volume  which  hsjs  no  information 
asefiil  to  him  These  observations  have  been 
«alled  forth  by  the  work  who^  title  is  copied 
jkbove,  and  from  which,  as  well  as  from  the  pre- 
face, we  certainly  were  led  to  expect  a  treatise 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  profession,  whereas 
it  is  quite  clear,  indeed  in  the  body  of  the  book 
it  may  fairly  be  inferred,  that  it  is  solely  intended 
for  the  use  of  &milies.  For  this  purpose  we  can 
4sertainly  advise  our  readers  to  recommend  its 
perusal  by  t^ir  patients,  though  perhaps  it  may 
be  open  to  the  objection  of  intrusting  too  much 
of  the  medical  treatment  to  the  hands  of  the 
mother  or  nurse.  There  is,  however,  much 
sound  practical  information,  and  with  the  above 
^exception,  we  certainly  have  no  fault  to  find 
with  tite  author. 

Whilst  on  the  subject  of  children's  diseases, 
we  may  draw  attention  to  the  favourable  mention 
made  in  the  last  number  of  the  "  British  and 
Foreign  Medical  Eeview,"  of  one  of  the  former 
publications  of  our  esteemed  contributor,  Dr. 
Merei,  who  is  now  permanently  attached  to  the 
-Chatham  Street  School  of  Medicine,  Manchester. 
In  the  article  in  question.  Dr.  Merei  is  intro- 
duced as  follows  :— "  We  pause  for  a  moment  to 
draw  the  attention  of  those  interested  in  the 
pathology  of  the  diseases  of  children,  to  a  name 
to  which  much  praise  is  due,  as  those  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  work  of  Dr.  Hiigel  (reviewed 
in  our  fifth  volume,  page  362)  Tiill  be  suflSciently 
aware.  We  allude  to  Dr.  Schoepf  Merei,  whose 
work  is  mentioned  at  the  head  of  this  article, 
and  we  may  here  observe,  that  to  this  Hungarian 
physician  is  due  the  existence  of  a  Children's 
Hospital  at  Pesth,  &c.,  &c,"  After  mentioning 
ihe  snccossfnl  efforts*  of  Dr.  Afrro^    •  i .      - 


of  medical  science,  the  review  oondiides  wilk 
the  wish  that  the  above  treatise  of  Dr.  Meni 
(written  in  a  foreign  language)  may  be\at  a 
prelude  to  others,  "clothed  in  the  garment  of 
our  mother  tongue.  Previous  to  the  political 
disturbances  in  184B,  which  drove  Dr.  Meni 
from  his  country  and  home,  he  held  an  exalted 
{position,  both  as  a  private  physician,  and  ai 
Professor  of  the  History  of  Medicine  in  thi 
Universi^  of  Pesth,  as  well  as  chief  physidaa 
of  one  of  the  first  eatabliahments  for  diseaaea  d 
children  which  anywhere  etist.  It  appean^ 
indeed,  from  the  work  of  D^.  Hiigel,  abeadf 
quoted,  who  is  himself  chief  physician  to  one  of 
the  Vienna  mpepitals,  and  is  conseqaentlj  com- 
petent to  judge,  that  the  Children's  Hospital  of 
Pesth  has  been  highly  appreciated  for  its  excel- 
lent organisation  and  oompleteneBS,  uid  that  at 
that  time,  with  the  exception  of  Paris  and 
Vienna,  there  was  scarcely  one  whidt  cooM 
compete  with  it  in  opportunities  afforded  foil 
the  diffusion  of  practical  knowledge  in  tlie 
diseases  of  childhood. 

From  the  instruction  which  we  have  ounehrai 
derived  from  the  lectarea  already  published  iH 
this  Jounuzl,  and  from  the  termfl  in  wWeh  maaf 
of  our  correspondents  have  expressed  themsehrei 
to  us,  we  are  sure  that  we  shall  gratify  our  readeit 
in  announcing  that  Dr.  Merei  intends  shortly  to 
piiiji>lid^  a  revised  edition,  considerably  extended 
and  amended,  so  as  to  fonn  a  complete  ^aad 
systematic  treatise  on  the  diseases  of  children. 
We  do  not  know  precisely  the  time  when  hi 
contemplates  their  publication,  but  we  wooM 
suggest  some  slight  delay,  since  every  day  will 
add  to  their  permanent  value,  by  familiarising 
Dr.  Merei  with  the  peculiarities  of  our  custoxa* 
our  dimate,  and  our  c<»uititutions ;  and  whenth^ 
principles  which  have  been  laid  down  so  suoeeaft- 
fully  in  Pesth,  have  been  practically  mofiied 
in  this  country  by  a  slightly  longer  residcBO^ 
among  us,  we  venture  to  predict  that  the  pro- 
duct of  his  brain  will  be  received  as  the  standaid 
work  in  this  departanent  of  our  art*  throug^UMil 
the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land. 


TraiU  dee  Fhtuiee  Veeieo^Uierinee,  Vmco-Uien' 
VaginaleSf  Entero-Vaginales  et  Recto^VagmeUi, 
par  A.  J.  JoBBRT  (le  Lamballe,  Docteur  en  Mcd^ase, 
&c.,  &c.  Un  Vol.  in  8vo.  Paris,  1852.  J.  B. 
BaiUicre. 

The  object  of  the  above  treatise  is  to  show,  flat 
-  /•     11,^  ""-«  nf  those  diatressinff 
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fistulas  coimected  with  tlie  bladder,  uteros,  and 
veotimit  it  is  necessaiy  not  only  to  pare  the  edg^ 
of  the  fistula  and  to  bring  them  in  apposition  by 
satore,  hui  also  to  suppUfJrom  the  adjacent  parti 
ike  loss  qf  substance  which  has  taken  place.  M. 
jjobert  maintains  that  all  yesioo-yaginal  and 
Tesioo-uterine  fistulas,  except  where  the  vagina  is 
Feduoed  to  the  size  of  a  crow-qnill,  and  e¥^ 
those  fistulas  in  which  the  bladder,  womb,  and 
lectomj  are  all  opening  into  one  cloaca,  ape 
capable  of  slleyiation  by  autoplastic  operation,' 
and  that  by  means  of  the  univalye  speciihun, 
without  haying  recourse  to  any  division  of  the 
perinffinm,  this  operation  may  always  be  con- 
cluded.     , 

The  results  of  M.  Jobert*s  practice,  as  detailed 
by  him,  are  so  completely  at  variance  with  ibp 
acknowledged  w^t  of  success  i;Q  this  country,  in 
similar  operations,  that  we  can  scarcely  give 
lull  credence  to  his  assertions.  But  nevertheless, 
it  is  not  because  these  accidents  are  ^e  opprohria  I 
of  our  art  in  this  coimtry,  that  we  shonld  re- 
solutely shut  our  eyes  to  what  is  put  forth  in 
another,  and  therefore  we  have  thought  it  right 
'  to  draw  the  attention  of  those  who  may  be  called 
apon  to  treat  any  of  the  various  forms  of  fistula, 
to  the  work  of  M.  Jobert. 

In  the  treatment  of  vesico-yaginal  fistula,  M. 
Jobert  leans  to  the  simple  occlusion  of  the  os 
tinciB,  in  which  case  the  secretions  from  the 
lining  membrane  of  the. uterus  are  all  poured 
into  the  bladder  through  the  <»riginal  fistula^  and 
the  incontinence  of  urine  is  got  rid  of,  which  is 
the  most  disgusting  symptom  attendant  upon 
these  unfortunate  cases;  but  in  addition,  he 
gLves  a  method  of  operating,  which,  however, 
does  not  appear  to  partake  of  the  nature  of 
aatoplasty,  but  simply  to  consist  in  a  tedious 
dissection  and  final  paring  of  the  Hps  of  the 
fistula,  which  is  then  to  be  Inrought  together  by 
suture. 

In  proceeding  to  operate  upon  those  lamen- 
table cases  in  which  the  vesico-vaginal  septum 
is  destroyed  as  well  as  the  anterior  wall  of 
the  uterus,  M.  Jobert  sometimes  makes  use  of 
the  neck  of  the  uterus  itself  to  supply  the  defi- 
meaicj,  and  he  finds  that  union  by  the  first 
intention  is  procured  as  easily  as  in  any  other 
struotuie.  In  other  cases  the  labia  are  the  parts 
which  are  compelled  to  take  a  now  position  in 
sof^ying  the  defective  parts ;  and  sometimes 
even  the  cellular  couch  surrounding  the  orifice  of 
the  urethra,  witha  part  of  that  organ  included. 


In  the  details  of  the  operation  M.  Jobert  is 
most  minute;  and  as'  far  as  description  (»a 
supply,  the  place  of  ocular  demonstration,  his 
book  wiU  be  sufficient  for  all  who  may  think  it 
desirably  to  follow  his  fteps.  We  may  remind 
our  readers,  that  the  operations  described  have 
sll,  or  nearly  all,  been  performed  in  public,  and 
that  the  treatise  is  published  in  Paris,  where  the 
correctness  of  th^  statements  may  easily  b^ 
ascertained. 

f  rnfliiffial  MtiiM  k  ^urgital  %m± 

WEDNESDAY,  SfflPTEMBBR  15,  1852. 

EvsBT  trial  for  malpractice  is  one  of  the 
saddest  of  public  scandals,  for  of  necessity  it 
implies  gross  ignorance  and  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  medical  practitioner,  or  the  extreme  of 
ingratitude  in  his  patient,  or  in  the  relativea 
of  th^  patient.  If  the  medical  man  be  not  culpa^ 
ble  he  must  be  a  martyr.  However  oompli- 
licated  were  the  forms  of  judicature  when  Greece 
and  Borne  were  in  their  splendour,  we  are  not 
aware  that  they  had  to  deal  with  this  form  of 
suit.  It  is  an  offspring  of  our  civilization.  In 
Italy  and  in  the  southern  states  of  Europe  it  is 
still  unknown ;  it  is  of  extremely  rare  occurrence 
in  Germany.  In  France  this  scandal  sometimes 
occurs.  It  is  more  frequent  in  England,  and  of 
common  occurrence  in  America.  If  America 
occupies  in  this  respect  so  unenviable  a  position 
amongst  nations,  it  depends  upon  the  low  stand-^ 
ing  of  the  medical  profession  in  that  country,, 
where  universities  rise  as  easily  as  Sunday  schools 
amongst  us,  (each  university  turning  out  Itf  .D's. 
as  fast  as  our  gardeners  do  mushrooms ;)  it  do- 
pends  also  upon  the  low  standing  of  the  morality 
accepted  in  the  United  States.  It  is  not  likely 
that  life  and  the  blessings  of  health  should  be 
adequately  appreciated  by  a  people  who  have"so 
little  respect  for  human  nature,  that  they  doom 
to  slavery  those  whose  skins  are  a  little  darker 
than  their  own. .  It  is  not  likely  that  the  claims 
of  the  most  learned  of  the  grave  professions  for 
services  less  tangible  than  cotton  bales,  should 
be  always  admitted  by  a  nation  who  con- 
sider piracy  fair  pUy,  and  who  diligently  rob  of 
their  well-deserved  reward,  those  whose  industry 
or  genius  have  added  to  that  stock  of  liteifary  lore^ 
by  which  the  human  mind  is  either  instructed  or 
amused.    Why  should  not  the  doctor's  claim  be 
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repadiated,  eince  the  States  repudiate  their  debtsP 
The  logic  of  crime  is  inexorable,  and  after 
pillaging  foreign  Bhareholders,  it  is  bnt  fair  that 
they  should  plunder  each  other. 

These  remarks  have  been  suggested  by  a  case 
of  trial  for  malpractice,  which  has  lately  excited 
great  interest  in  the  west  of  England,  and  we 
intend  to  draw  our  readers*  attention  to  it 
l>ecause  it  will  lead  to  some  remarks  of  practi- 
cal import  to  all,  for  we  are  all  liable  every  day 
of  our  professional  career  to  be  implicated  in 
Buch  a  trial,  either  as  defendants  or  witnesses. 
'  The  case  we  allude  to  was  tried  at  Exeter,  at 
the  last  summer  Assizes,  and  although  the  trial 
lasted  seventeen  hours  the  case  is  yery  simple. 
The  wife  of  a  dealer  in  surgery  fittings  went, 
tmder  a  false  name,  to  seek  gratuitous  advice  of 
Ihr.  EoB,  of  Plymouth.  After  two  montha' 
attendance  Dr.  Bob  suspected  some  uterine 
disease,  and  when  he  detected  ulceration  of  the 
neck  of  the  womb  by  an  examination,  he  told  the 
patient  that  the  case  would  be  long  and  difficult, 
that  he  oould  no  longer  attend  her  grattiitously, 
but  if  her  husband  approved  of  his  attending  her 
in  the  usual  way  at  her  own  house,  he  would  do, 
BO.  This  was  agreed'  to,'  the  paticht  gave  her 
real  name,  and  remain^  nine  months  under 
Dr.  Eoe's  care,  proving  her  'satisfaction  by  re- 
peated presents/*3j6,..But  Christmas  cam^,  and 
as  Dr.  BoK  practisei^-as  a  surgeon,  he  sent  in 
"his  bill  of  twenty-seven  Ipiifieas.  Then  it  occurred 
to  the  woman  .to  go  to  imdther  medical  man, 
Dr.  Pbancb,  of  Plymouth,  who,  titer  making  a 
Agitol  examination  of  the  womb,  said  that  there 
was  nothing  the  ^matter  with  her,  and  advised 
her  to  consult  Mr.  Whippel,  of  the  same  town, 
whose  patient  she  had  formerly  been.  Unfor- 
tunately there  had  been  previously  to  this,  some 
professional  collision  between  Dr.  Eob  and  Dr. 
Pbaivcb,  and  he,  in  addition,  also  advised  the 
woman  to  go  to  a  lawyer.  She  acted  upon  both 
parts  of  his  advice,  and,  after  a  very  stormy 
meeting  with  Dr.  Bob— when  it  seems  both 
parties  alike  forgot  themselves — the  woman  sued 
Dr.  Bob  in  the  County  Courtj  but  Dr.  Bob 
removed  the  cause  by  certiorari  to  the  Exeter 
Assizes,  where  it  was  tried  before  a  special  jury. 

Now,  from  a  careful  consideration  of  the  case, 
and  from  conversing  with  some  of  those  who 
attended  the  trial,  it  is  evident  to  us  that  the 
woman  had  been  some  time  suffering  from  ter- 
tiary symptoms  of  syphilis  when  she  first  con- 
sulted Dr.  Bob.    Such  was  his  diagnosis :  such 


had  previously  been  that  of  Mr.  Whipfbl,  and 
her  counsel  did  not  attempt  to  deny  the  point. 
It  is  also  evident  to  us  that  she  was  affected  with 
uterine  disease.  Her  first  nurse,  during  Dr. 
Bob's  treatment,  testified  to  the  usual  uterind 
pains,  and  to  a  yellow  discharge,  and  iTIhe 
nurse  who  subsequently  attended  the  patieat 
swore  that  this  was  not  the  case  during  H« 
attendance,  we  think  it  right  to  side  with  tLe 
jury,  and  lay  on  her  shoulders  the  onus  of 
perjury,  since,'  as  Baron  Platt  remarked,  it 
must  be  borile  by  the  witnesses  of  one  of  the 
parties.  We  are  further  justified  in  so  doing 
by  one  of  the  patient's  own  medical  witnesses, 
Mr.  Whippbl,  confirming  Dr.  B^b's  stato^ 
ment  of  the  case ;  for  a  day  or  two  after 
Dr.  Pbakce  had  pronounced  the  woman  bee 
from  all  uterine  lesion,  Mr.  Whippbl  ei- 
amined' her  with  the  speculum  and  found  "an 
abrasion  of  about  the  size  of  a  split  pea,"  on  one 
of  the  lips  of  the  neck  of  the  womb.  Dr.  Eoi 
could  not,  therefore,  be  accused  of  not  haring 
detected  the  nature  of  the  disease,  and  wiUi 
regard  to  his  treatment  of  the  patient,  whether 
as  afflicted  with  syphilis  or  with  uterine  disease, 
it  was  that  of  most  medical  men,  and  that  recom- 
inisnded  in  most  works  on  such  complaints ;  it  was 
diffiouit,  therefore,  to  tax  him  with  ignorane^ 
and  as  for  neglect  of  his  patient,  his  great  atten- 
tion-to  the  case  prevented  this  plea  being  em 
urged.  Such  will  be  the  view  most  medical  ineii 
wiU  take  of  the  case,  and  the  light  in  which  the 
English  jury  viewed  it,  or  they  would  not  bare 
acquitted  Dr.  Bob.  But  Sergeant  Kikglaei 
was  instructed  to  state,  contrary  to  the  evidence  of 
the  nurse,  that  the  plaintiff  had  no  uterina 
disease  until  Dr.  Bob  began  his  treatment, 
and  ■  that  hiJs  treatment  alone  reduced  her  to 
debility  and  helplessness,  a  statement  strangely 
at  variance  with  the  fact  that  she  repeatedly 
sent  for  him  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  and  of  her 
own  accord. 

Another  accusation  repeatedly  brought  forward 
by  Sergeant  Kikglake  against  Dr.  Bob,  was  bit 
scarification  of.  the  womb ;  and  without  defining 
What  was  meant  by  scarification  in  medical  prac- 
tice, he,  in  the  same  breath,  accused  Dr.  Bob  of 
cutting, maiming,  and  lacerating.  "Laceratmg  the 
womb"  was  an  expression  calculated  to  tell  upon 
the  jury,  and  the  counsel  repeated  it  over  and 
over  again,  and  oven  brought  a  witness  to  prov^ 
that  after  one  of  those  terrible  lacerations  of  the 
womt)  the  T)atient  actually  lost  two  tahUspo&i^idi 
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q^  blood.  None  of  Dr.  Eob'b  legal  advisers  drew 
the  Judge's  attention  to  the  fact  of  this  monstrous 
accusation,  being  emphatically  contradicted  by 
the  plaintifTs  own  medical  witnesses,  for  Dr. 
Pbance  asserted  that  the  neck  of  the  womb  was 
sound,  and  Mr.  Whippbl  that  it  was  so,  with  the 
exception  of  an  abrasion ;  now,  if  the  neck  of  the 
womb  had  been  frequently  lacerated j  it  would 
haye  certainly  presented  irregular  cicatrices.  But 
the  grand  element  of  the  plaintifTs  case  in  which 
the  learned  Sergeant  displayed  great  ingenuity, 
was,  that  quackery  had  assumed  a  new  form  of 
late — that  Dr.  "Eos  was  a  speculum  doctor,  and 
that  he  was  not  warranted  in  using  the  speculum 
in  the  case. 

Dr.  BuDD,  of  Plymouth,  appeared  on  the  plain- 
tifTs  behalf  to  say  that  when  a  young  man  he  usqd 
to  employ  the  speculum,  but  that  since  he  had 
grown  wiser  he  seldom  did ;  and  that  he  would 
not  meet  several  London  physicians  who  found 
it  necessary  to  use  this  instrument  frequently. 
His  sweeping  condemnation  of  a  mode  of 
examination  oflen  indispensable,  was  counter- 
acted in  its  effect  upon  judge  or  jury,  by  the 
evidence  of  Dr.  Tilt,  of  London,  Mr.  Nosmak, 
of  Bath,  and  six  other  medical  practitioners 
of  good  standing  in  Plymouth  and  in  Exeter,  who 
all  approved  of  the  plan  of  treatment  adopted 
byDr-EoE. 

Singularly  enough,  while  Sergeant  IKiVQ- 
ULXB  was  declaiming  against  the  speculum,  his 
client's  case  gave  a  striking  proof  of  its  utility, 
for  while,  by  making  a  digital  examination  only, 
Dr,  Pbaitcb  pronounced  the  plaintiffs  womb  to 
be  perfectly  healthy,  Mr.  Whippbl,  on  making 
a  speculum  examination,  discovered  an  abrasion 
which  Dr.  Pbai7CB  would  perhaps  have  seen,  had 
he  adopted  the  same  means,  in  which  case  he 
certainly  would  not  have  directed  the  unfortunate 
woman  to  the  lawyer. 

We  cannot  conclude  without  remarking,  that  in 
proportion  as  the  standard  and  moral  tone  of  our 
profession  is  raised,  in  the  same  proportion  will 
trials  like  the  one  to  which  it  is  our  painful  duty 
to  dnuv  attention  become  scarce.  There  must  be 
many  circumstances  to  render  such  a  trial  pof- 
eible.  Li  this  instance  the  patient's  ingratitude 
was  fanned  by  professional  jealousy,  the  corro- 
ding canker  which  causes  so  much  individual 
misery,  and  deprives  the  profession,  considered  ' 
as  a  body,  of  that  power  winch  always  springs 
firom  unity  of  mind  and  purpose. 

jThe  manner  in  which  Sergeant  Sikgulkb 


considered  scarification  and  laceration  as  synony- 
mous, must  impress  upon  all  medical  practitioners 
the  urgency  of  giving  the  solicitor  of  the  case  in 
which  they  may  be  connected  in  any  way,  the^ 
clearest  definitioil  of  the  medical  terms  that  may 
be  used,  so  that — as  in  the  present  case,  an  un&r* 
use  may  not  be  made  of  a  term  having  a  popular 
as  well  as  a  medical  meaning. 

It  is  an  acknowledged  principle  of  the  law  or 
the  land,  that  every  ^rong  has  its  remedy,  and  as 
an  examjkle,  that  eten  the  dicta  of  a  judge,  if 
founded  in  error,  can  be  remedied  in  their  effects 
upon  a  jury  by  a  new  trial,  until  which  takes 
place,  everything  remains  tn  statu  quo.  Upon! 
this  principle  we  have  argued  the  various  points 
in  our  discussion  of  the  "  Journal  question."  We 
thought  and  still  think  that  an  injustice  has  been 
committed  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings  al 
Oxford,  relative  to  the  publication  of  the  Journal^ 
which  proceedings  were,  as  we  believe,  based 
upon  an  illegal  notice,  supported  by  incorrect 
statements — ^which  could  not  there  be  discussed^ 
and  carried  in  an  irregular  manner.  But  we 
find  by  the  resolutien  of  the  Bath  Council, 
which  is  composed  of  gentlemen  every  way  lit  to 
investigate  the  matter  with  impartiality,  that 
our  conclusions  are  not  supported  by  them^ 
though  they  admit  the  correctness  of  the  facts 
upon  which  they  are  founded ;  we  therefore 
agree  with  the  Worcester  Council,  in  thinking 
it  better,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
to  throw  the  entire  responsibility  upon  the  Com- 
mittee, of  carrying  out  this  fundamental  change 
in  our  proceedings,  and  we  publish  the  following 
resolutions,  without  further  comment,  and  shall, 
as  far  as  we  are  oonoemed,  henceforth  dimiss 
the  matter  as  un  fait  accompli. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Central  Council,  held  on 
Saturday,  the  11th  inst.,  the  following  resolutions 
were  unanimously  passed :  — 
Resohfed,^^ 

"  That  the  Central  Council,  having  ascertained  from 
many  infliientiai  members  of  the  AMOcietion,  that  the 
general  feeling  is  in  favour  of  the  vahdity  of  the  reso- 
lution passed  at  Oxford,  with  regard  to  the  Journal^ 
are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  desirable  further  to  insist 
upon  the  informality  of  Dr.  Cowan's  proposition." 
It  was  also  Besohed, — 

"  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  send  the  fore- 
going resoludon  to  the  Editor  of  the  Journal,  for 
publication,  and  also  to  Dr.  Cowan." 

Since  writing  the  above  we  learn  that  Dr. 
CosMACK,  of  Putney,  has  been  appointed  the 
future  Editor  of  the  Journal. 
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It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  pul^lisli  the 
following  particulan  of  an  action  in  the  Bath 
Gonnty  Court,  for  maliciouB  arreet,  brought  by 
a  person  of  the  name  of  Boinux,  against  Mr. 
W.  A.  Cox,  surgeon,  of  Bath,  and  a  member  of 
the  FroYmoial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association. 
It  appears  firom  the  evidence,  as  reported  in  the 
JBatk  CkronicUf  that  Mr.  Cox  had  attended 
BovftN  for  fire  weeks,  in  June,  and  July  last, 
when,  hearing  that  he  was  about  to  leaye  the 
•country,  Mr.  Cox,  without  making  any  appHea- 
tion  to  him,  obtained  a  Judge's  order,  under  the 
Absconding  Debtor's  Act,  for  the  amount  of  his 
bill,  Tiz.,  £21.  58.  He  then  followed  Boubn  to 
Bristol,  in  company  with  his  attorney,  and 
•compromised  the  matter  by  receiring  £15  in 
Jail  of  all  demands  for  bill  and  costs,  Boukn 
returning  to  Bath  in  Mr.  Cox's  gig.  .  Soon 
.alter  this,  the  above  action  being  commenced, 
Mr.  Cox  sent  in  a  bill  of  partictdars,  from 
which  wc  extract  the  following  items,  the  re- 
mainder being  of  a  precisely  similar  character : — 


1852. 
Ma.  F&ANcis  Boubn, 


To  W.  A.  Cox,  Burgeon, 


In  a  Comb  ^f  Syphilitic  Ulceration  of  the  Fbreekin  and 
Oonorrhoea,  with  Phimoeie,  Bubo,  and  Striettare  of 
the  Urethra, 

Jvjae  16tb.— Long  oonmiltstion  in  yoar  cue 
which  had  been  improperlj  treated  and 
neglected,  dressing  nicera,  fomenting 
and  poulticing  bnbo,  and  pasiing  boogie  £0  \0    6 

Two  bottles  of  mixture  0    5     6 

Three  mercurial  powders  0     10 

Attendance  in  the  eTening.  dressing  ulcers, 
*        fomenting  and    poulticing   bubo,   and 

passing  medicated  bougie         0  10    6 

18th.— Consultation  and  attendance,  dressing 
ulcers,  fomenting  and  poulticing  bubo, 

and  passing  bougie      0  10     6 

Two  bottles  of  mixture 0    5     0 

Attendance  in  the  evening,  dressing  ulcers, 
fomenting  and  poulticing  bubo,  and 
passing  bougie 0  10    6 


July  20th.— Consaltation  and  attendance, 
when  I  found  the  disease  had  been  all  but 
subdued,  the  ulcerations  healed,  the 
indutntion  of  the  foreskin  gone,  the 
bubo  and  stricture  cured,  and  the  only 
remaining  symptom  was  a  slight  gleet, 
for  whicii  I  passed  a  medicated  bougie, 
the  system  being  in  too  delicate  a  state 
to  admit  of  the  exhibition  of  internal 
remedies,  likely  to  stop  the  discharge...  0  10  6 
Attendance  in  the  evening,  passing  medi-  4 

cated  bougie     0  10     6 

:24th. — One  bottle  of  mixture         0    3.6 


Total. 


,  :e21    5    0 


The  abore  is  an  explanatory  bill  of  tbe  diarga  h 
my  ledger;  I  make  it  ottt  tknt  tiiat  the  partiei  bh^ 
have  some  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  of  tbi 
services  rendered.  Each  attendance  occupied  aiecj 
considerable  time. 

I  regret  to  be  obliged,  in  setf-defenoe,  to  set  out  ay 
charges  so  minutely. 

W.  A.  Coz. 

It  was  asserted  by  Boxtbk*s  attorney  that  tidi 
bill  was  concocted  for  the  pnrpose  of  raising  th9 
sum  abore  £20,  which  is  the  lowest  amouit  upon 
which  a  Judge's  order  can  be  issued,  and  119 
leaye  our  readers  to  form  their  own  opinion  upon 
the  matter.  Eyidence  was  given  on  both  sidsi^ 
as  is  unfortunately  too  often  the  case  in  aU  pro- 
fessions, but  here  we  think  all  must  agree  ibt 
the  bill  is  not  such  as  ought  to  be  sent  in  mide^ 
ordinary  circumstances ;  indeed  Mr.  Coz  admiti 
•that  he  should  not  have  charged  in  this  manner, 
if  his  patient  had  come  to  him  for  the  purpoaa 
of  discharging  his  debt.  On  examinatkm  of  the 
books  of  Mr.  Cox  by  the  Judge,  his  Honour  wii 
of  opinion  that  ike  various  visits  charged  ta  He 
bill  had  been  inierlined  at  a  period  subeetjueai 
to  the  time  ai  iohich  the  medicines,  ^e.,  were 
posted,  and  we  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  annonnfla 
that  the  jury  eixpressed  their  opinion  of  the  cue 
by  giving  a  rerdict  against  Mr.  Coz,  with  £15 
damages. 

The  above  case  is  in  every  way  unfortonate; 
for,  granting  that  the  visits  were  an  addition  fat 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  amount  to  meet  the 
legal  requirements  of  the  case,  still  we  eaa 
scarcely  suppose  that  forty-two  bottles  of  mixtnreb 
an5l  the  same  number  of  mercurial  powders,  could 
be  required  in  the  space  of  five  weeks.  On 
public  have,  therefore,  a  fair  charge  against  a 
member  of  the  profession  of  ovcrdrugging  his 
patient,  on  evidence  of  his  own  affording,  and  is 
these  days  of  homoBopathy  we  can  ill  afford  to 
give  such  a  handle.  But,  unfortunately,  it  does 
not  stop  here,  for,  unless  Mr.  Cox  takes  some 
further  steps  to  upset  the  judgment,  or  to  do 
away  v^ith  its  efibcts  by  explanation,  he  stands 
convicted  of  **  gross  iraud,"  whicb,  according  to 
the  Judge's  summing  up,  was  the  point  put  to 
the  Jury,  who  were  directed  "  not  to  Igive  a 
verdict  against  the  defendant,  unless  they  wero 
satisfied  that  there  was  no  reasonable  doubt  in 
the  case  as  to  his  hating  committed  .that  whioi 
had  been  described  as  a  gross  frauds-one  of  ths 
most  disgraceful  firauds  which  any  man,  in  any 
station  of  society,  could  be  guilty  of."  ♦  •  • 
"  The  question  for  them  was,  whether  Mr.  Cox 
had   fraudulently  aggravated  the  bill  for  the 
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pivrpose  of  enforcing  the  arrest."  The  imputa- 
tion, therefore,  ifi  so  serions  that  we  call  npon  Kr. 
Cox  to  meet  the  case,  if  possible,  and  we  shall 
be  most  happy  to  publish  such  an  explanation 
80  he  may  be  able  to  offer.  For  the  sake  of  the 
profession  to  which  he  belongs^  we  cannot  but 
hope»  ©ven^against  conviction,  that  there  is  some 
<^pology  to  be  made,  which  could  not  appear  in 
a  conrt  of  justice. 


(From  our  otim  Correspondent,) 

LoMDON.  Sbpt.  13,  1852. 

[OwiKO  to  oar  absence  in  London  in  attendance  on 
tte  Committee  on  the  Medical  Bill,  a  considerable  and 
important  portion  of  the  memoir  of  the  late  Dr.  Herbert 
Mayo,  was  omitted  in  onr  last  communication.  As  the 
omitted  part  contained  the  explanation  of  the  reasons 
which  led  him  to  subject  himself  to  the  hydropathic 
treatment,  and  subsequently  to  practise  as  a  bydropath — 
a  proceeding  on  his  part  which  gave  rise  to  great  obloquy, 
in  justice  to  the  dead,  it  is  published  in  this  letter.  It 
refers,  also,  to  his  literary  labours,  of  which  it  gives  a 
soccinct  account — Ed.  J.] 

We  are  not  aware  when  Mr.  Mayo's  health  was  first 
shaken  by  the  attack  of  disease — rhemnatic  gout,  which 
altimately  disabled  him  for  the  performance  of  his  du- 
ties, and  compelled  him  to  retire  to  Germany ;  neither 
do  we  know  tiie  precise  causes,  whether  hereditary  or 
acquired,  to  which  it  is  to  be  attributed,  but  certain  it 
ia  that,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  every  fresh  attack  left 
more  and  more  serious  consequences  behind  it,  in  the 
shape  of  enfeebled  health,  crippled  joints,  and  less 
capability  to  bear  up  against  the  invasion  of  disease, 
every  attack  being  more  and  more  severe  and  more  and 
more  prolonged  than  its  predecessor.  After  the  lapse 
of  some  years,  during  which  his  sufferings  v4re 
very  great,  all  the  known  xemedies  foiling  to  afford 
lihn  any  relief,  the  larger  joints  became  the  seat 
of  ftlse  anchylosis,  and  he  was  ultimately  so  completely 
crippled,  as  to  be  unable  even  to  move  without  assistance. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  resigned  his  professional 
appointments,  his  connections  with  the  Middlesex  Hos- 
pital  ceasing  in  1842,  and  soon  afterwards  he  went  to 
Oermany  to  try  what  the  then  apparently  new  system 
of  hydropathy  wonld  do  for  him,  he  being  advised  to 
take  that  step  by  several  medical  friends  of  high  repnta- 
tion  and  deserved  eminence  in  the  profession,  who  can- 
didly confessed  that  the  resources  of  art  had  been  an- 
avaUingly  exhausted  in  his  behalf,  and  therefore,  as  the 
.old  principle,  that  aneept  remedittm  melius  eti  quam 
tiuUttm,  that  ike  mode  of  treatment  advised  by  Preissnitz, 
might  now  have  a  fhir  trial.  His  friends  did  not  give 
him  much  hope,  even  as  regards  obtaining  relief;  as  to 
a  cure,  such  a  thought  never  entered  their  minds.  Dr. 
Mayo's  having  recourse  to  the  hydropathic  treatment, 
haa  been  spoken  of  by  a  cotsmporary  as  an  instance  of 
insanity ;  if  it  were  sack — and  we  Ji>y  no  means  look 
upon  it  in  that  light,  he  was  not  alone  in  the  matter,  as 
his  professional  friends  in  this  respect  were  as  deep  in 
the  mud  as  he  was  in  the  mire.  Tlie  fact  is,  that  after 
jears  of  severe  suffering,  such  as  only  martyrs  to 
rheumatic  gout  can  be  judges  of,  and  after  having  been 
aasnred  by  those  who  were  best  capable  of  forming  an 
accurate  opinion  on  the  matter,  that  medicine  could  do 
DO  more  for  him,  he  resolved  to  give  the  Silesian  peasant's 
mode  of  treating  disease  a  fair  trial,  just  aa  *'  drowning 
men  catch  at  a  straw,"  knowing  that  if  it  did  him  no 
good,  at  all  events  it  could  not  make  his  state  much 
worse.    Under  such  ciroumstanoeOy  bow  few  are  they 


who  would  not  do  the  same  ?  In  this  respect  we  have 
but  small  claim  to  blame  him :  he  was  a  martyr  to 
disease,  and  past  all  hope  of  cure  or  relief  by  legitimate 
medicine,  and  was  unwilling  to  die  neundem  artem^ 
without  at  all  events  making  a  struggle  for  it.  He  did.not, 
in  this  secede  from  the  ranks  of  legitimate  medicine, 
until  he  had  been  thoroughly  crippled  by  the  attacks  of 
incurable  disease,  causing  anchylosis  of  the  larger 
joints. 

Nor  was  he  altogether  deceived:  when  he  lefb 
Dngland  he  proceeded  to  Muhlbad,  near  Boppart,  whera 
he  w^is  subjected  to  the  hydropathic  system  and  regimen, 
and  aftier  the  lapse  of  some  time,  according  to  the  letters 
which  he  wrote  to  friends  in  England,  be  experienced  a 
certain  amount  of  benefit  as  regards  his  sufferings,  and 
also  in  the  regaining  a  degree  of  suppleness  and  utility 
in  the  smaller  joints,  the  anchylosed  condition  of  tha 
larger  ones,  forbidding  the  entertaining  any  hope  aa- 
to  their  improvement. 

In  the  course  of  time  having  apparently  at  least 
derived  some  benefit  from  this  mode  of  treating  disease^ 
he  entertained  a  proposition  to  practise  hydropathically, 
and  entered  into  psdrtnership  with  a  Dr.  Schmidt,  a£ 
Muhlbad  accordingly,  the  care  of  the  English  patients 
devolving  on  him.  Dr.  Mayo,  however,  was  not  pre- 
pared to  be  so  thorough  a  follower  of  Preissnitz,  as  to 
swear  in  verba  magtstri;  although  employing  the  princi- 
ples of  hydropathy,  and  enforcing  a  strict  regimen  in 
the  cases  of  disease  which  came  under  his  notice,  he  did 
not  restrict  himself  to  that  plan  only,  but  availing  bim^ 
self  to  the  full  when  requisite,  of  his  extensive  medical 
knowledge,  he  treated  disease  in  accordance  with  the- 
rules  of  science,  using  only  those  parts  of  the  hydro* 
pathic  plan,  which  he  considered  to  be  adapted  to  the 
especial  features  of  each  case,  thus  acting  in  his  medical- 
capacity  sdentiffcally,  if  we  may  so  use  the  term,  and 
■and  not  empirically.  The  partnership  with  Dr.  Schmidt 
did  not  endure.  Dr.  Mayo  afterwards  opened  an  es* 
tablishment  for  himself  at  Bad-Weilbach,  near  Mayence» 
where  he  enjoyed  a  considerable  share  of  practice,  f/oA 
lived  very  happily,  until  ho  became  afflicted  with 
paralysis,  which,  by  diminishing  still  further  his  capacity 
for  resisting  the  inroads  of  disease,  ultimately  led  to  hia 
.decease.  The  immedJkte  cause  of  death  was  mortifica* 
tion  of  the  arm. 

Dr.  Herbert  Mayo  was  well  known  in  the  medico- 
literary  world  as  the  author  of  several  excellent  works. 
One  of  his  earliest  productions  was  entitled  "Anatomical 
and  Physiological  Commentaries;"  it  was  published  in 
two  parts,  (illustrated  with  engravings,)  1822 — 23.  Ia 
the  first  of  these  he  made  known  his  views  on  the  vital 
principle,  and  also  his  experiments  on  muscular  action r 
and  on  the  influence  of  the  portio  dura  and  the  fiscial 
branches  of  the  fifth,  together  with  commentaries  on 
Reil's  "  Essays  on  the  Structure  of  the  Brain."  In 
the  second  part  he  continued  the  last-named  subject, 
and  extended  his  observations  to  Reil's  remarks  on  the 
medulla  oblongata  and  the  peduncles  of  the  cerebellum, 
the  anterior  commissure,  the  septum  lucidum,  etc,  and 
on  the  spinal  cord  and  the  nervous  system  generally; 
He  published  also  essays  on  the  cerebral  nerves,  with 
reference  to  sensation  and  voluntary  motion;  on  local 
action ;  the  structure  of  horn,  hoof,  and  cuticle ;  tha 
Hunterian  theory  of  absorption  ;  and  also  an  account  of 
the  examination  of  a  body  soon  after  parturition.  Thia 
work,  which  is  but  rarely  to  be  met  with,  made  its 
appearance  in  his  26th  year.  In  1825  he  published  a 
useful  work  called  "  Course  of  Diissections ;"  and,  two 
years  later,  a  magnificent  work,  in  folio,  *'  The  Plates 
of  the  Brain,"  a  book,  as  yet,  unsurpassed.  In  183S 
appeared  the  *'  Observations  on  the  Injuries  and  Diseasea 
of  the  Rectum,"  a  work  then  much  wanted,  as  there  - 
was  scarcely  a  modern  work  on  the  diseases,  &c.«  of 
that  bowel,  worth  notice.  In  these  observations  we 
have  a  plain,  straight-forward  account  of  these  diseases, 
and  their  mode  of  cure,  illustrated  by  cases ;  it  sbewa 
the  practical  sui^geoa  throughont.    The  ''Outlines  oC 
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Human  Pathology"  b  an  octavo  Tolrnne,  full  of  sound 
practical  information,  and  may  stHl  serve  as  a  useful 
guide  to  the  surgeon  and  student  in  the  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  disease,  and  the  mode  of  treating  it, 
although  it  has  now  been  published  many  years.  Few 
works  of  the  present  day  are  equal  to  it  in  value.  The 
next  year  brought  us  the  "  Outlines  of  Human  Phy- 
tiology/'  the  fourth  edition,  long  since  out  of  print. 
All  we  need  say  of  this  work  is,  that  it  is  an  exoellent 
companion  to  the  preceding.  In  1640  appeared  the 
second  edition  of  a  work  "  On  the  Management  of  the 
Organs  of  Digestion ;"  a  treatise  on  '*  Syphilis/'  a 
republication  of  lectures  which  appeared  originally  in 
the  London  Medicai  Gazette ;  it  contains  some  original 
views,  and  will  well  repay  a  perusal  and  attentive  study 
of  its  pages.  Notwithstanding  such  large  and  valuable 
additions  to  medical  literature,  Mr:  Mayo's  pen  did  not 
le^n  idle.  In  1842  he  published  a  small  work  **  On 
the  Nervous  Sjrstem  and.  its  Futictions,"  in  which  he 
recapitulated  his  own  discoveries,  and  those  by  Sir 
Charles  Bell  and  others,  on  that  most  important  and 
interesting  branch  of  physiology.  The  Medical  Gazette 
contained  also  many  useful  lectures  and  papers  from  his 
pen. 

After  he  had  left  England,  and  had  given,  as  he 
believed,  a  fair  trial  to  hydropathy,  he  brought  out  a 
work  entitled  "  The  Cold  Water  Cure,  its  Use  and 
Abuse."  This  appeared  in  1847,  and  all  we  shell  say 
of  it 'is,  that  it  is  quite  out  of  print.  His  final  publi- 
«ations  were  made  last  year ;  they  are, — "  On  the 
Truths  contained  in  Popular  Superstitions;"  and  the 
third  edition  of  his  **  Philosophy  of  Living."  The 
former  of  these  tends  to  show  the  peculiar  bias  of  his 
mind  ;  of  the  latter.  Hie  mere  fact  that  it  had  reached  a 
third  edition  is  praise  enough. 

The  Government  is  at  last  aroused  to  the  imminence 
of  the  danger  impending  over  the  country,  by  the  dreaded 
invasion  of  the  fearful  epidemic  which  is  committing 
auch  devastation  on  the  Continent.  Every  report  received 
from  abroad  shows  that  the  present  epidemic,  so  rapidly 
approaching  our  shores,  hss  a  far  higher  degree  of 
malignancy,  than  in  the  two  previous  invasions  of  1832 
and  1849,  the  ratio  of  mortality  on  this  occasion  being 
generally  above  fifty  per  cent. ;  and  yet  up  to  rhis  time, 
although  th3  warning  note  has  been  previously  loudly 
sounded,  nothing  (or  next  to  nothing)  has  been  done  to 
place  the  country  in  a  condition  of  sanitary  improvement, 
so  that  the  inhabitants  may  be  able  to  resist  its  insidious 
advances.  Greater  anxiety  was  manifested  on  the  first 
occasion,  in  1832,  than  now  ;  but  at  last,  after  hearing 
for  months  that  this  disease  has  been  raging  in  Poland 
and  in  Silesia,  on  finding  that  the  great  sea-ports 
through  which  a  great  deal  of  the  commerce  of  the 
country  is  conducted,  have  become  infected,  the  General 
Board  of  Health  have  so  far  best'rred  themselves  as  to 
reappoint  Dr.  Sutherland  and  Mr.  Grainger,  Cholera 
Medical  Inspectors,  and  to  despatch  the  last-named 
gentleman  to  the  cholera  lands,  to  inspect,  examine, 
and  report  upon  the  disease,  instead  of  staying  here  to 
superintend  the  labours  of  those  who  are  employed  in 
carrying  out  the  necessary  sanitary  measures.  After 
remaining  idle  for  three  or  four  years,  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  Sewers  have  suddenly  resolved  to  do 
their  little  something  in  the  matter.  The  rapid  approach 
of  the  cholera  seems  to  have  frightened  them  into  work, 
and  they  have  resolved  to  apply  to  Government  for  the 
money,  to  enable  them  to  cover  over  foul  uncovered 
ditches  and  sewers,  and  to  remove  all  other  injurious 
nuisances.  If  they  can  succeed  in  doing  this,  their 
labours  will  be^  indeed  Herculean  ;  for  liondon  is  a 
genuine  Augean  stable,  full  of  filth,  foulness,  and  all 
nncleanliness — personal,  general,  and  moral.  In  many 
parts  the  inhabitants,  already  decimated  by  typhud, 
small -pox,  scarlet  fever,  et  hoc  gemu  onrne,  are  ripe  to 
be  cut  duwn  by  the  cholera  sickle.  Whac  an  awful 
jrpfoach  it  is  upon  our  rulers,  thaUthis  disease,  now  on 


its  third  visitation  among  us,  should  find  ns  wsDnriw 
in  the  same  amount  of  filth  as  at  its  first  advent,  ul 
no  better  prepared  to  resist  its  ravages  than  we  were  thn.' 
When  will  our  rulers  learn  wisdom,  and  know  that  the 
true  happiness  and  health  of  the  people  are  in  ths 
charge  of  their  governors?  The  violence  of  the  peati- 
lence  is  lessening  in  Warsaw,  and  in  other  plsoes  in 
Poland  and  Silesia,  but  its  giant  steps  are  direct 
hitherwards.  Preparations  are  being  made  m  BerUn, 
in  expectation  of  its  enemy.  Gases  have  oocoRed  b 
Vienna.  It  is  raging  fiercely  in  Dantsic.  At  Msfds- 
burgh  and  Konigsberg  many  have  already  periML 
And  some  isolated  cases  are  said  to  have  oocained  vfok 
in  Hamburgh.  It  is  pursuing  the  same  route  as  in  its 
previous  visits,  and  is  making  about  the  ssme  stay  in 
each  place.  We  are  greatly  favoured  in  being  te 
warned  of  its  approach  long  beforehand,  but  «e  do 
nothing  to  avert  its  dangers.  It  might  almost  be 
n^rded  as  a  natural  suidde ! 

Small-pox  continues  to  prevail  in  the  thrioe-dooned 
island  of  Jamaica,  where  it  is  reported  the  choleia  has 
again  made  good  its  footing.  The  inhabitants,  after 
two  years'  peril,  and  the  loes  of  40,000  lives,  had  icsrodj 
a  breathing  time  from  the  former  epidemic,  ere  the 
smalUpox  and  measles  broke  out  with  great  vinlenoe, 
and  destroyed  large  numbers,  and  now  again  they  sis 
threatened  with  the  cholera.  Surely  t^re  must  be 
something  radically  wrong  in  the  sanitary  condition  of 
this  beautiful  island,  for  the  destruction  of  hanun  life 
by  epidemic — preventible  disease — ^for  the  last  three  « 
four  years,  has  been  enormous  and  frightfid  ia  tfae 
extreme,  tending-  almost  to  the  depopulation  of  the 
island.  At  Port-au-Prince,  among  the  free  negroei  of 
Hayti,  a  singular  pestilence,  causing  a  "  rotting  of  the 
stomach,"  has  b^n  the  means  of  great  loss  of  Bfe. 
Death  ensues  in  tweoty-four  hours,  tf  unchedced.  At 
the  Havana,  they  have  a  combination  of  the  destractiis 
endemics, — ^to  wit,  cholera,  yellow  fever,  and  small-pox, 
and  so  great  is  the  mortality,  that  out  cf  120  soldieis 
in  one  company,  only  ten  remain;  and  of  one  (' 
gang  of  convicts,  109  in  number,  all  but  nine 
perished. 


APPOINTMENT. 
William  James  Moore,  Esq.,  for  the  last  three  yean 
Resident  Surgeon  at  the  Queen's  Hospital,  Km- 
ingham,  has  just  been  nominated  as  an  Assiataat 
Surgeon  in  the  service  of  the  Honoarable  East  India 
Company ;  and  it  is  satis&etory  to  add  that  the  noau* 
nation  was  procured  for  him  b^a  friend,  in  considentioB 
of  those  persona]  and  professional  merits  which  he  had 
the  fullest  opportunities  of  estimating. 


SOCIETY  OP  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  Thursday,  Aogsst 
26 :— William  David  Adams,  Edinburgh ;  Henry  Homer 
Granger,  Skidton,  Yorkshire ;  Thomas  Smith,  Oifbrd- 
shire;  Samuel  Woodall,  Dudley;  William  Heniy 
Yates,  Westbury-on-Sevem. 

PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 

ASSOCIATION. 

Soutb-Wbstbrn   Branch. 

Mr.  Foge  having  withdrawn  from  the  Assodatioii, 
Dr.  Cookworthy  has  succeeded  him  as  a  member  of 
the  Council  of  the  Branch. 

W.  D,  KINGDOM,  Secretary. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  Bie^ 
M.D.  (with  Bath  Chronicle),  Mr.  Kelson,  Mr.  Rev 
(with  many  thanks),  Dr.  Bryan,  Dr.  Mem,  Dr. 
Barker,  Mr.  Cook«,  Dr.  Whitehead,  Dr.  IVoetal» 
Dr.  Davies,  Dr.  OopeniMi. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


LECTURES 

ON  THE 

DISEASES    OF  CHILDREN, 

sBMTKan  m  «bb 
Chatham  Street  School  of  Medicine,  Manchester, 

By  Dr.  MEREI, 

Fettowojrtkt  Hunfforia*  AeatUm^,  laU  Ynftuvr  (fftht  History  »/ MedieiM 
at  the  rnirer«(fy  of  Ptttk,  Clinical  T^fenor  of  the  Di»eate$  of  CkiUren, 
•mi  Director  ^tko  CkiUrfn'$  HoopUd  at  Petth ;  Follow  of  the  Imporial 
MocUtf  qf  Vionna,  ote. 

LECTUBB     XIV. 

Bilious  Fever:  a  summer  disease,  rare  in  children. 
Characteristics,  Head  symptoms.  Combination  with 
other  fevers,  Valmng  of  bilious  tfomiting.  Com- 
plications— meningitis,  pneumonia,  hepatitis,  Catise 
and  disposition.  Prognosis — transitions,  issues, 
Dreatment — emetiest  purgatives,  and  antibilious 
indication. 

Gentlemen, — Bilious  fever,  an  acute  disease,  spread 
Wer  all  Europe,  but  more  commoa  and  vehement  in 
the  southern  countries,  and  in  hot  summer-time,  seldom 
occurs  before  the  eighth  year,  or  at  least  not  strongly 
characterised  before  that  age. 

This  fever  consists  not  in  a  mere  functional  derange- 
ment of  the  liver — a  frequent  complication  of  many 
acute  diseases,  but  apparently  in  a  chemical  alteration 
of  the  blood,  by  the  influence  of  heat  and  rarefied 
atmosphere  upon  our  respiratory  organs  and  skin. 
The  effect  of  this  seems  to  be  overcarbonisation,  or 
overvenosity  of  the  blood,  of  which  superabundant 
bilious  secretion,  or  accumulation  of  bilious  elements  in 
the  liver,  is  but  a  consequence.  Post-mortem  exami- 
nation confirms  the  same.  I  have  dissected  patients, 
amongst  whom  some  were  children,  who  died  of  this 
fever,  and  in  whom  no  structural  alterations  could  be 
detected,  except  those  of  accidental  complications,  but 
in  whom,  besides  a  great  quantity  of  bile  in  the  gall- 
bladder and  liver,  there  was  a  striking  abundance  oC 
dark  venous  blood  in  the  abdominal  and  other  organs. 
In  southern  Europe,  in  Italy,  Hungary,  and  Austria,  it 
is  a  frequent  epidemic  of  hot  summers,  along  with 
dysentery  and  summer  cholera.  In  this  country  (Great 
Britain;  it  appears  to  be  rarer,  and  less  violent,  though 
last  week  I  saw  two  children  strongly  affected.  Now, 
this  acute  bilious  dyscrasy,  in  its  full  development,  I 
seldom  meet  with  before  the  eight  year,  (just  like  that 
of  typhus,)  and  in  very  few  cases,  and  not  so  clearly 
developed,  before  the  second  3rear  of  life. 

One  case  I  have  quoted  in  my  Hungarian  work,  of 
which  the  history  is  recorded  in  the  case-book  of  the 
Children's  Hospital  of  Pesth,  under  the  number  1084, 
of  the  year  1844 ;  it  concerns  a  child  only  nineteen 
months'  old,  the  youngest  I  ever  saw.  Neither  in 
this,  nor  in  any  other  instance  of  a  young  child, 
however,  could  we  determine  the  diagnosis  before  the 
third  or  fourth  day  after  the  beginning  of  the  fever. 
Between  the  second  and  fourth  year  I  have  seen  some 
more  characteristic  cases.  In  almost  all  of  them,  for 
the  first  day  or  two,  bilious  fever  approaches  the 
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description  we  gave  of  the  hypersthenic  fever,  from 
which  we  may  be  able  to  distinguish  it  towards  the 
third  or  fourth  day,  by  the  dark-brown,  greenish, 
apparently  bilious  quality  of  the  intestinal  discharge,  or 
the  intense  yellow,  or  green,  of  the  vomited  liquids,  if 
the  one  or  the  other  came  either  naturally  or  by  medi- 
cine. The  skin  is  dryer  than  in  other  fevera,  except  the 
gastric  and  typhoid.  Sooner  than  the  third  day  bilious 
discharges  have  much  less  distinctive  signification, 
because  the  case  might  yet  become,  at  that  time,  scar- 
latina. With  measles  and  smal^-pox  you  will  less 
easily  confound  it,  when  you  reflect  that  bilious  fever 
offers  a  greater  dryness  of  the  skin  than  the  two  latter, 
before  the  eruption  comes  out.  A  careful  examination 
of  the  epigastric  and  right  hypodiondriac  regions,  veri- 
fies a  tumid  state  of  the  liver,  along  with  a  more  or 
less  visible  yellow  cover  of  the  tongue,  though  never  so 
thick  as  in  adults ;  all  this  will  scarcely  be  discoverable 
before  the  fourth  day.  The  urine  leaves  a  brownish  or 
yellow  stain.  A  yellowish  hue  in  the  face,  about  the 
cheeks,  mouth,  or  the  conjunctiva,  if  present,  serves  us 
as  an  excellent  guide;  but  this  is  seldom  the  case,  and 
scarcely  ever  before  the  third  day. 

We  see  of  what  value  in  this  fever  are  the  words  of 
an  adult  patient,  who  tells  us  about  the  bitter  taste  in 
his  mouth,  and  some  sensation  in  the  region  of  the 
liver,  all  of  which  are  wanting  in  young  children.  The 
want  of  these  subjective  symptoms  leads  to  many  a 
mischievous  mistake,  because  the  head  of  the  child 
affected  with  bilious  fever,  presents  very  alarming 
symptoms.  We  know  what  violent  kin^  of  headadie 
grown-up  persons  complain  of  in  these  cases.  It  can 
cause  mischief  to  the  little  patient,  if  overlooking  the 
tense  state  of  the  right  hypochondrium,  we  would 
apply  leeches  to  the  head,  instead  of  giving  an  emetic- 
mischief  both  positive  and  negative. 

The  diagnosis  seems  to  be  difficult  also,  inasmuch  as 
acute  bilious  dyscrasy  frequently  combines  with  or 
joins  scariet  fever,  more  seldom  measles,  typhus,  and 
almost  all  kinds  of  continued  fever.  But  this  difficulty 
is  but  apparent.  Your  purpose  will  be  to  detect  the 
bilious  state  in  the  child,  if  present,  and  then  act 
against  it,  whatever  name  you  may  gbe  the  fever. 

As  to  the  diagnostic  value  of  bilious  vomiting,  if  it  bo 
the  symptom  of  an  affection  of  the  brain,  or  of  an  ex- 
anthema to  come,  it  is  far  less  in  degree  and  less  con- 
stantly connected  with  such  fulness  of  the  epigastrium, 
and  yellowish  aj^earance  of  the  tongue,  than  if  it  eomes  ' 
from  bilious  fever. 

But  bilious  fever  does  not  exclude  the  possibility  of 
the  development  of  meningitis  during  its  course.  It 
also  sometimes  engenden  pneumonia,  more  frequently 
hepatitis  or  enteritis. 

Concerning  prognosis,  it  is  certain  that  acute  bilious 
dyscrasy  attacks  more  frequently  and  more  dangerouslj 
children  of  a  full  plethoric  constitution,  with  dark  hair. 
The  general  bilious  character  of  a  constitution,  in 
addition  to  the  degree  of  the  fewer,  makes  the  latter 
always  proportionally  more  seven. 

In  hot  summer  this  fever  becomes  very  dangerous. 
It  goes  sometimes  along  wiUi  summer  chol«n.    I  have 


494 


DR  TILT  ON  THE  DIAGNOSIS  OP  CHRONIC  OVARIAN  TUMOURS. 


■een  nutanoes,  when  a  ckOd  under  a  radden  attaok  of 
kigli  fefor,  WB8  seized  by  bilioiu  Tomiting  and  similar 
diarriMea  (the  erucoated  Hqaids  of  real  cholera  have  not 
Ihat  flfaanoter),  with  an  ezceasiye  appearance  of  languor, 
almoet  threatening  death :  when  an  hour  after  that 
happened,  fever  was  gone,  and  the  little  sufferer  at  once 
nUered  to  cheerfulness.  This  again  shows  how  dan- 
gerous it  might  be  to  directly  check  bilious  evacuatioDS. 
if,  however,  this  crisis  does  not  appear  at  an  early 
sfcsge,  the  effect  will  scarcely  be  so  complete.  The 
bilious  dyscrasy  once  established,  runs  a  longer  oourse, 
lor  several  days,  even  weeks,  towards  recovery.  I  have 
aeen  it  in  some  instances  of  young  children,  to  come  on 
•oddenly,  when,  as  soon  as  the  bilious  aspect  appeared, 
the  hypersthenic  form  of  reaction  declined  into  astheny, 
ending  fttally  under  proftise  bilious  diarrhoea  in  three 
or  four  days.  I  have  seen  it  sometimes  pass  into  a 
kind  of  low  remittent,  or  gastric  form,  to  be  spoken  of 
on  a  further  occasion. 

The  transition  of  bilious  fever  into  icterus,  as  in 
adults,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  in  young  chil- 
dren. There  is  another  transition:  that  into  bilious 
dysentery,  which,  though  fover  may  sometimes  consi- 
denbly  decrease  in  such  case,  still  forms  a  very  danger- 
ous affection  for  the  tender  age.  The  extraordinary 
heat  which  we  have  here  just  at  present,  (July,  185ll,^ 
proves  also  in  this  country  as  productive  of  bilious 
affections,  though  certainly  they  are  more  violent  in 
Italy  or  Hungary. 

The  ireaimeni  consists  of  emetics  and  purgatives, 
aoeording  to  directions  given,  when  we  spoke  on  febrile 
gastric  disorder,  and  in  the  use  of  adds  against  hyper- 
earbonization  and  bile.    The  emetic,  the  sooner  the 
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(^)  The  Impregnated  Womb  may  be  mutaken  for  m 
Ovarian  I^anour. 

NoTWiTBSTAMDiMO  the  greater  dq^ree  of  perfection 
of  our  means  of  diagnosis,  our  knowledge  is  still  so 
imperfect  that  the  most  eminent  practitioners  often  M 
into  erroneous  diagnosis. 

Gstet.^M.  Tavjgnot  relates  that  a  country  doctorin 
France  was  consulted  by  a  giri  for  an  abdominsl  swdUng, 
which  she  persisted  in  denying  the  possibility  of  bdog 
physoologioal.  Thus  led  astray,  he,  with  an  inexcnsshle 
precipitation,  punctured  what  be  supposed  to  be  sa 
ovarian  cyst.  Premature  labour  brought  from  tlis 
'''Womb  an  eight-months  still-born  child,  and  the  nother 
died  three  months  alter. 

Dr.  Corfo  in  his  lectures,  {Medical  Tkmt,  Julv  1&,) 
states :— "  I  knew  of  two  circumstances  in  the  comitiy 
where  the  patients  have  been  tapped  for  sopposei 
dropsy,  and  the  paet-moriem  examination  brooglit  to 
light  that  they  were  both  advanced  in  pregnancy." 
But  such  cases  are  not  confined  to  country  practitknen, 
Professor  Murphy,  whose  well-eamed  reputation  oamiot 


better  ;  but  if  the  child  is  above  three  or  four  yesrs-,  •  suffer  from  the  avowal  of  a  mistake,  informs  us  tbst  ia 


even  the  third  or  fourth  day  of  it  will  allow  yet  the  use 
of  the  emetic,  whilst  children  under,  two  years,  will 
before  that  time  have  follen  into  astheny,  and  no  more 
admit  that  remedy. 

Amongst  purgatives,  whenever  the  skin  is  very  hot  and 
dry,  and  the  dryness  of  the  mouth  indicates  a  simiiv 
itate  of  the  gastric  mucous  membrane,  in  general  in 
very  high  fever,  I  prefisr  the  liquid  ones  to  others,  /. «., 
from  one  ounce  and  a  half  to  two  ounces  of  simple 
lafrision  of  senna,  with  two  to  three  drachms  of  sal. 
sedUtz ;  under  other  drcumstances,  however,  one  or 
two  foil  doses  of  calomel  may  be  useful. 

The  anHbUioue  nuUcatum  I  use  to  fulfil  by  the 
following: — R.  Acet.  Rub.  Idaei,  dr.  iij.;  AqusB  Dest 
Simp.,  oz.  ij.;  Acidi  Tartarid,  scr.  ss. — gr.  zv.;  Syrup. 
Rub.  Idsei,  vel.  Citr. ,  dr.  iij.  Every  hour  or  two  one  or 
two  teaspoonfuls.  As  to  the  treatment  of  hepatitis, 
pneumonia,  meningitis,  or  other  complication,  it  is  too 
well  known  to  be  mentioned  in  this  place,  and  must  be 
applied  in  stronger  or  more  moderate  measure,  according 
to  the  degree  of  those  local  affections,  and  the  stage  of 
fever;  but  it  can  scarcely  be  inculcated  too  much  to  the 
young  practitioner,  that  if  Uver  and  gaU-bUtdder  are 
lurgid  with  bUe,  in  vain  we  eubiract  blood  from  the  head, 
bmge  or  /toer,  and  in  vain  we  order  **  aniibiUoua**  me<2t- 
aMsa;  the  emetic  alone  can  lay  the  foundation  of 
MMffwnful  treatment  in  this  case. 


two  cases  he  had  mistaken  pregnancy  for  ovarian  dropsy. 
Mr.  Phillips  told  us  that,  in  a  case  upon  which  he  wis 
Called  in  consultation,  (with  two  of  the  most  eminent 
physician-aoooucheurs  in  town,)  the  tumour  had  ex- 
^listed  eleven  months.  The  two  obstetricians  said  it 
was  ovarian,  but  Mr.  Phillips  thought  it  pregnancy  sad 
advised  the  husband  to  wait  as  women  were  often  wrong 
in  their  calculations ;  and  some  time  after  the  kdy 
was  confined.  We  also,  once  made  a  fatal  mistake  of 
this  description,  and  record  it  in  order  that  others  may 
keek  for  and  know  how  to  wait  for  the  signs  by  iriiick 
the  error  may  be  avoided. 

Caee. — In  June,  1849,  we  were  consulted  by  the  wife 
of  an  officer,  and  at  first  sight  were  struck  with  tlie 
emaciated  appeai^nce  and  care-worn  expression,  so 
characteristic  of  an  advanced  stage  of  ovurian  grovtla. 
The  patient  was  40,  and  had  been  married  nine  yean 
without  having  been  pregnant.  Some  months  previossly 
and  after  deiangement  and  suspension  of  the  montUy 
function,  a  swelling  of  the  abdomen  made  her  hope  that 
she  was  in  the  fomily  way,  and  a  month  before  caUiag 
upon  us  she  had  consulted  Dr.  Mayo,  of  Winchester,  who 
after  a  carefUl  examination,  pronounced  her  ease  to 
be  one  of  ovarian  dropsy^ '  Feeling  still  confident  thsft 
she  wss  pregnant  she  came  to  town. 

Fh>m  a  careful  examination  of  the  womb  and  breastit 
and  after  seeking  in  vain  for  the  sound  of  the  foBtsl 
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Imit  over  the  tamoiir,  we  prononnoed  her  to  be  suffering 
from  an  orarian  tumour ;  ordered  an  iodine  treatment, 
^to  be  followed  out  by  her  medical  attendant,  and  an 
abdominal  bandage  to  be  worn.  We  heard  nothing 
jDore  of  the  patient  nntii  six  months  after,  when  her 
husband  wrote  to  inform  ns  that  she  had  been  deliyered 
Ast  a  fbll-grown  male  child  (still  t>om)  at  exactly  nine 
months  after  she  had  been  persuaded  that  she  was 
jpregnant,  and  six  months  after  her  visit  to  town.  We 
know  of  several  instances  wherein  a  successful  effort  of 
jnnocreation  towards  the  decline  of  life  was  considered 
to  be  ovarian  dropsy,  and  of  the  patients  beiog  given  up 
to  nature,  who  brought  about  a  radical  cure  after  the 
tumour  had  been  retained  nine  months  in  the  womb. 

(i)  Ovarion  7\tmour$  are  iomeiimei  mutakenfor 
Pregnancy. 

This  error  of  diagnosis  is  no  less  frequent  than  the 
xme  previously  noticed,  but  more  forjtunate,  as  it 
4>reaents  the  intempestive  or  fatal  interference  of  art 
AU  who  have  written  on  ovarian  dropsy,  have  related 
oaaoB  of  women  In  whom  that  complaint  has  been  con- 
sidered pregnancy,  both  by  the  patients  themselves  and 
iJieir  medical  attendants.  Madame  Boivin*  in  her 
▼aluable  Memoir  ('*  Sur  une  des  causes  frequentes  de 
I'avortement ")  has  enumerated  nine  very  interesting 
cases  of  this  descrq>tion  which  occurred  in  her  practice, 
jmd  in  some  of  them  nothing  could  dissuade  the  patients 
irom  their  conviction.  The  strong  desire  for  progeny, 
iihe  arrest  of  menstruation,  the  appearance  of  mam- 
znary  symptoms,  and  the  assurance  on  the  part  of  the 
patient,  who  has  already  borne  children,  that  she  feels 
4he  ehild;  such  are  the  grounds  which  also  lead  astray 
the  medical  man,  particularly  if  he  feel  a  regularly  round 
tvmour,  rising,  as  does  the  womb,  from  the  pubes  to 
the  umbilicus,  instead  of  descending  from  the  umbilicus 
to  the  pubes,  as  do  many  other  tumours.  Some  have 
attempted  suicide,  under  the  conviction  that  the  natural 
consequences  of  unlawful  connection  were  becoming 
manifest;  while  others,  who  under  the  sanctity  of  the 
marriage  tie,  could  contemplate  any  amount  of 
ad>dominal  swelling  with  the  same  feelings  of  pride  as 
those  ascribed  by  Tacitus  to  Agrippina,  could  not  bring 
themselves  to  relinquish  their  long  cherished  hopes  of 
5>rogeny.  If  the  frequency  of  this  mistake  be  as  great 
as  we  have  said — ^if  falling  into  such  an  error  of  diag« 
nosis  either  causes  the  death  of  the  patient,  or  unbe- 
comingly fosters  her  delusions,  it  behoves  us  carefully 
to  inquire  how  such  an  error  may  be  avoided. 

In  the  first  place  let  the  practitioner  make  up  his 
mind  to  consider  every  woman  as  pregnant  who  may 
consult  him  for  an  abdominal  enlargement,  however  old 
the  patient  may  be,  or  of  however  high  the  rank,  or. 
spotless  the  virtue  of  Ihe  unmarried.  Let  him  ask 
himself—'*  Is  not  this  a  case  of  pregnancy  ?"  and  let  the 
idea  of  pregnancy  be  torn  away  from  bim  by  a  most 
jrigoroBS  investigatbn  of  all  the  phenomena  of  the 
tumour.  By  so  doing,  he  will  avoid  the  risk  of  com- 
initting  manslaughter.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  he 
prescribes  limits  to  nature,  and  says,-— *'  Such  a  lady  has 


been.ao  long  sterile,  that  il  any  abdominal  swelling 
occur,  it  must  be  morbid;*'  or,  Miss  —  is  so  highv 
bom,  so  well  bred,''  he  is  on  the  road  of  discredit  an4 
dishonour  to  himself  and  his  profession.  After  tfiif 
word  of  advice  we  shall  attempt  to  point  out  how  it  is 
possible  to  avoid  mis^king  uterine  and  ovarian  tumourSr 

Both  tumours  rise  from  the  pelvis,  as  we  have  seen 
when  treating  of  fibrous  tumours  of  the  uterus.  And 
we  then  mentioned,  that  the  only  way  of  detecting  one  • 
from  the  other  is,  by  using  the  uterine  sound;  buj^ 
when  reasoning  on  the  hypothesis  of  pregnancy,  the 
use  of  this  instrument  is  forbidden,  as  it  would  bripg 
on  abortion.  And  when  we  remember  having  been 
told  by  an  eminent  obstetric  physidan  that,  suspecting 
a  tumour  to  be  ovarian,  he  had  once  passed  the  uterine 
sound  into  the  uterus,  broke  the  membranes,  and  pro- 
duced abortion,  we  cannot  but  tremble  lest,  iu  the  hands 
of  the  incautious,  this  instrument  should  be  an  instnt- 
ment  of  mischief. 

We  must  take  an  extreme  case,  for  if  a  right  diagnosis 
can  be  obtained  in  an  extreme  case,  it  cau  in  any  other. 
*We  willxsuppose  the  case  to  be  either  one  of  four 
months'  pregnancy,  or  else  an  ovarian  swelling.  The 
two  tumours  may  be  said  to  have  the  same  seat.  Wo 
will  admit  that  the  physiological  softening  of  the  neck 
of  the  womb  may  be  imitated  by  the  softened  patulous 
OS  uteri,  when  under  the  long-continued  influence  of 
ovarian  irritation.  Both  ovarian  and  uterine  tumours 
may  give  rise  to  the  same  morning  sickness,  to  the 
same  mammary  symptoms,  and  to  amenorrhoea.^  In 
both  cases  there  may  be  a  more  livid  colour  of  the 
vaginal  mucous  membrane.  Both  patients  may  feel 
what  they  suppose  to  be  the  movements  of  the  child  ; 
and  in  both  cases  the  ear  applied  to  the  tumour  can 
only  detect  a  brtdi  de  tot#e  when  the  tumour  presses 
upon  the  iliac  artery,  but  there  is  no  sound  of  the 
foetalheart. 

It  would  seem  that  there  could  be  little  possibility  of 
mistake  when,  in  a  married  woman  for  instance^  the 
ior^^r,  scanty,  or  suppressed  catamenia  coincide 
with  peculiar  or  depraved  longings,  with  morning 
sickness,  pains  in  the  breasts,  darkening  of  the  circle 
surrounding  the  nipple,  and  a  beginning  of  lacteal 
secretion,  especially  if  these  symptoms^  occurring  in 
the  midst  of  health,  coincide  with  a  swelling  which 
rises  from  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis. 

It  will  be  said,  that  in  the  third  or  fourth  month  of 
pregnancy,  the  neck  of  the  womb  will  present,  to  any 
tolerably  experienced  practitioner,  evident  proofs  of  preg- 
nancy, in  the  more  or  less  complete  spreading  of  its 
external  orifice,  in  the  kind  of  oedematoua  swelling  of 
the  lips  of  the  os  uteri,  in  the  slight  softening  of  the 
tissue  of  the  womb  itself,  and  in  the  regular  development 
of  its  inferior  segment,  which  seems  to  form  one  with 
the  base  of  the  neck  of  the  womb,  and  to  be  itself  the 
tumour.  All  this  is  very  true,  but  the  neck  of  the 
womb  may  be  displaced  by  some  pelvic  ovarian  tumour 
which  may  take  the  position  it  usually  occupies  in  the 
first  months  of  pr^putncy.  Then,  again,  the  length 
and  the  form  of  the  neck  of  the  womb,  and  of  its 
orifice,  are  far  from  being  the  same  in  all  women;  and 
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wben  enlarged  by  previous  confinements,  and  patnlous 
from  grannlar  ulceration,  and  from  a  low  type  of  inflam- 
mation, it  may  afford  reasons  for  confounding  it  with 
the  physiological  softening  of  the  same  organ  during 
pregnancy.  The  situation  also  of  the  tumour  gives  us 
no  certain  indication,  for  we  have  seen  ovarian  tumours 
central  from  the  first ;  and  the  pregnant  womb,  on  the 
contrary,  may  develop  itself  on  one  or  the  other  sides  of 
the  pelvis,  a  remarkable  instance  of  which  we  lately 
saw  in  a  patient  who  had  for  some  time  been  treated 
honueopathieaUy  for  an  ovarian  tumour.  When  lying 
on  her  back  the  tumour  seemed  to  spring  from  the 
Tight  side,  where  the  patient  suffered  extremely,  and  on 
assuming  the  sitting  posture^  the  whole  of  the  pregnant 
womb  was  seen  lodged  on  the  right  side — ^a  singular 
appearance,  which  had,  no  doubt,  caused  her  pregnancy 
to  be  mistaken  for  an  ovarian  tumour. 

With  regard  to  the  arrest  of  the  catamenia,  this 
is  common  in  pregnancy,  but  very  rare  in  ovarian 
tumours,  unless  both  ovaries  are  affected,  and  not 
always  then.  It  is  sometimes  profuse  in  the  begin-, 
ning,  but  more  generally  scanty,  and  often  irregular. 
So  hi  our  own  experience  is  confirmed  by  that  of 
Dr.  Clay,  who  thus  writes  to  us:—  '*  Of  the  numerous 
cases  which  have  come  under  my  observation,  I  have 
not  in  my  remembrance  any  case  of  ovarian  disease 
where  menstruation  was  truly  normal.  There  is  in  all 
more  or  less  irregularity,  the  chief  features  scanty  at 
long  periods,  somewhat  painful,  and  not  of  good  colour; 
I  have  seldom  found  it  entirely  absent,  except  in  cases 
where  both  ovaries  have  afterwards  been  proved  to  be 
extensively  implicated,  I  have  tet  to  see  perfect 
v^:ularity  of  menstruation  where  there  is  a  decided 
ovarian  enlargement.  What  I  mean  by  perfect  regu- 
larity is, — in  time,  quantity,  and  quality."  These 
aasertionfl  are  ftilly  borne  out  by  those  of  one  of  the 
best  writers  on  the  subject  Caaeau  says  :^"  De- 
rangements of  the  uterine  functions  sometimes  precede 
every  other  symptom  and  all  appearance  of  disease.' 
Normal  menstruation,  generally  speaking,  sometimes 
becomes  irregular  in  time  and  in  quantity,  being  some- 
times scanty,  sometimes  proAise.  Successive  miscar- 
riage, accompanied  by  bleedings,  even  sometimes  seem 
to  have  preceded  the  disease,  or  rather  to  have  coincided 
with  iti  first  appearance."  On  the  other  hand,  Mr. 
Samuel  Lane  informs  us : — '*  That  in  nine  cases  out  of 
ten  which  have  come  under  his  notice,  the  menstrual 
discharge  was  not  interrupted  by  the  occurrence  of 
ovarian  dropey."  And  Meisner  confirms  this  asser- 
tion by  giving  as  the  result  of  his  experience, 
that  the  absence  of  menstruation  is  no  criterion  of 
ovarian  dropsy.  He  remarks,  however,  '*  that  should  it 
be  absent  at  an  early  stage  of  the  disease,  hysterical 
symptoms  supervene.'* 

It  is  SEuffidently  proved,  that  the  total  absence  of  the 
catamenia,  which  is  the  rule  in  pregnancy,  is  the 
exception  in  ovarian  disease,  only  occurring,  as  Dr. 
Seymour  first  pointed  out,  when  both  ovaries  are 
affected,  and  not  always  then,  as  proved  by  the  experi- 
ence of  Madame  Boivin'and  bur  own.  Dr.  P.  Bird 
even  affirms,  that  in  one  of  his  cases  the  catamenia 


appeared  after  the  extraction  of  both  ovaries.  Except,, 
therefore,  in  extreme  cases,  the  state  of  the  caiBmeDiil 
flow  will  only  help  to  a  diagnosis  without  poafiTdj 
indicating  it. 

Pregnancy  and  ovarian  growths  wake  up  tlie  tarn 
sympathetic  effects  in  the  breasts,  which  become  swoQen, 
firmer,  are  often  the  seat  of  darting  pains,  tiie  nipple 
becoming  tumid,  surrounded  by  a  dark  circle,  and  em 
milky  fluid  may  be  secreted,  without  there  having  ben 
any  previous  pregnancy.  The  fact  has  been  doahted 
by  some  authors,  and  we  believe  by  Caseau,  bat  the 
following  fact,  to  which  others  might  be  added,  prom 
that  it  may  occur : — 

CVwe.^In  a  case  of  ovarian  tumour,  says  Mr. 
Jeafferson,  not  only  did  the  breasts  enlaige,  and  secrete 
milk,  but  the  woman  was  conscious  of  the  moremeati 
of  the  child,  which  after  a  time  suddenly  ceased,  mi 
then  the  breasts  became  flaccid.  The  patient  snpposog 
the  child  was  dead,  consulted  me,  and  both  ovaries  wen 
found  diseased.  The  one  filled  the  abdomen,  the  otber 
was  jammed  into  the  pelvis.  No  trace  of  oonceptioa 
was  found  anywhere. 

Meisner  says,  that  these  consensual  affections  of  tbe 
heart  are  more  apt  to  supervene  when  menstnutioa 
leaves  off  at  an  early  stage  of  the  disease ;  hot  thcM 
mammary  symptoms  do  not  persist  as  they  do  a 
pregnancy,  on  the  contraiy,  they  generally  disappear 
after  a  few  weeks,  although  the  primary  affection  naj 
continue  its  progress.  The  persistence  of  mammary 
symptoms  may,  therefore,  help  us  to  diagnose  prcf- 
nancy.  In  obscure  cases,  however,  there  is  no  possi- 
bility of  arriving  at  a  positive  diagnosis,  and  we  md 
wait«-*wait  until  the  catamenia  reappear  regulariy  ia 
ovarian  dropsy,  and  the  mammary  sympathies  dimhulit 
or  vanish  completely ;  while,  if  the  patient  be  pregBsntr 
the  catamenia  will  not  retuzn,  and  the  mammary  synp- 
toms  will  increase,  or  remain  stationary.  Wait  toA 
the  sixth  month,  when  it  will  be  no  longer  difficult  to 
decide  whether  the  tumour  be  moH>id  or  physblogicil; 
for  in  the  first  case,  with  the  exception  of  an  inoesseia 
size,  the  tumour  remains  as  it  has  been  all  along ;  wlale 
in  the  second,  if  the  foetus  be  alive,  there  is— 1st,  >c^ 
movement  on  the  part  of  the  child ;  2nd,  its  pasriie 
movement  or  balloitement ;  and,  3rd,  the  double  bent  of 
the  foetal  heart.  These  three  signs  often  coexist,  sad 
the  last  is  the  most  important. 

1st.  With  regard  to  the  so-called  movements  of  tbs 
child,;-  whether  they  be  produced,  if  by  the  active 
exertion  of  the  child,  as  we  still  believe,  or  by  the 
peristaltic  motion  of  the  womb  accustoming  itself  to  aa 
important  function,  as  has  been  lately  advanced,  it 
is  equally  diflicult  to  understand  how  women  who  hsvs 
had  children,  and  afterwards  become  affected  with  tf 
ovarian  tumour,  can  consider  the  abdominal  sensatioBS 
caused  by  an  inert  tumour  and  those  of  a  living  chiMr 
to  be  exactly  similar,  for  in  an  ovarian  tumour  tt^ 
muscular  fibres  of  the  unimpregnated  womb  could  nfltr 
by  their  contraction,  give  rise  to  snch  sensatioitf. 
However  inexplicable  tiie  mistake  may  be,  it  has  I9 
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^often  oocurred  tbat  unless  tike  medical  practitioner 
bimself  has  distinctlj  felt  the  child's  moTements,  the 
patient  doing  so  would  giye  no  certainty  to  the  diagnocis 
of  pregnancy. 

2nd.  The  ba])otteinenty  on  the  contrary,  must  bring 
to  the  mind  of  the  practitioner  who  erperienoes  that 
sensation,  the  idea  of  a  free  body  moving  in  the  dis- 
tended womb;  whereas,  if  the  tamonr  be  OTarian  the 
ahock  will  not  be  ftlt ;  but  we  must  also  bear  in  mind 
that  the  sensation  of  ballottement  is  not  always  to  be 
obtained. 

8rd.  The  sound  of  the  foetal  heart.  When  the  ear, 
by  means  of  the  stethoscope,  explores  the  surfeoe  of  an 
•abdominal  tumour  towards  its  inferior  portion,  more 
particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  each  inguinal  region,  a 
bellows'  sound  is  heard ;  it  is  a  bruit  d$  vn^jM^  and 
-owes  its  origin  to  the  pressure  of  the  tumour  on  the 
large  arteries  situated  beneath.  This  sound  may  be 
produced  by  any  sort  of  tumour  pressing  on  these 
arteries ;  but  when  the  abdomen  of  a  pr^;nant  woman 
is  examined  in  the  same  way,  something  similar  is 
lieard,  which  the  tutored  ear  very  soon  distinguishes  as' 
-the  placental  murmur,  caused  by  the  passage  of  the 
blood  through  the  placental  vascular  ramifications.  But 
this  sound  cannot  be  relied  upon  as  a  suiBdent  proof, 
because  the  bruit  of  the  enlarged  vessels  of  an  ovarian 
tnmour  has  been  sometimes  mistaken  for  the  placental 
murmur ;  as  in  the  case  of  a  patient  of  Dr.  Fleetwood 
ChurchUl.*  The  danger  of  relying  upon  tiuit  sound  is 
.also  wen  shown  in  the  following  instance,  related  by 
Bricheteau,  of  a  woman  in  whom,  with  the  other  signs 
-of  pregnancy,  there  was  the  hr^dt  de  ioufflei,  which 
was  thought  to  be  that  of  the  placenta.  An  ovarian 
conception  was  diagnosed.  Gastrotomy  was  performed, 
and  there  was  found  to  have  been  no  pregnancy.  The 
.patientLdied  six  days  afterwards. 

The  distinct  ^roeption  of  the  tic-tac  of  the  foetal 
beart  is,  on  the  contrary,  the  incontestable  proof  of 
.  pregnancy.  We  have  never  found  any  sound  to  imitate 
it,  and  in  this  one  instance  we  should  be  tempted  to 
--reeerve  the  old  adage — "  signum  unum,signum  nullum," 
fbr  it  enables  us  to  affirm  the  existence  of  a  living  child. 
In  thus  strongly  expressing  our  own  convictions  we  do 
not  pretend  that  even  after  the  sixth  'month  it  can 
.always  be  detected.  The  inquirer  may  be  placed  in 
-anfiivourable  circumstances  which  may  render  it  neoes- 
.fiary  to  repeat  his  examination  several  times  before 
he  hears  the  sound,  but  it  has  never  yet  occurred 
to  ourselves  to  make  a  carefiil  and  repeated  search 
alter  this  sound  in  women  six  months  gone  with 
ebild,  without  detecting  it.  We  are  aware  that  others 
do  not  attach  the  same  importance  to  this.  Thus 
At  a  discussion  on  the  diagnosis  of  ovarian  disease, 
JVofessor  Murphy  is  reported  to  have  said  that  the 
transmission  of  the  sound  of  the  heart  of  the  patient 
"by  a  solid  ovarian  tumour  might  be  mutaken  for 
tbe  sound  of  the  foetal  heart,  ahd  lead  to  the  belief 
of  pregnancy  where  none  exists.  Mr.  Drewitt  supported 
.<lie  same  views,  but  we   cannot  understand  how  the 
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sound  of  the  patient's  heart,  beating  sixty  times  in 
the  minute,  can  be  mistaken  for  that  of  the  foetal  heart, 
beating  120  in  the  same  space  of  time,  and  in  the 
belief  that  such  a  sound  can  be  confounded  with  no 
other.  Caseau  says : — **  I  can  affirm  that  for  the  last 
five  or  six  years  I  have  not  met  with  a  woman  in  the 
iieunily  way  (the  child  being  alive)  without  hearing  the 
sound  of  the  foetal  heart  after  the  first  six  months  of 
pregnancy,"  and  we  so  fully  agree  with  him,  that  if 
after  repeated  examinations  we  could  not  detect  that 
sound  we  should  have  no  hesitation  in  affirming  that 
the  woman  is  not  pregnant,  or  that  if  she  had  been  so, 
the  child  is  dead. 

If  the  child  be  dead,  the  difficulty  of  diagnosis  is 
thereby  considerably  increased.  Then  we  must  make 
the  most  of  the  information  afforded  by  the  examination 
of  the  neck  of  the  uterus  which  will  present  those 
modifications  which  are  generally  sufficient  to  denote 
pregnancy.  The  sensation  of  ballottement  may  still  be 
obtained.  Owiog  to  the  resiliency  of  the  uterine 
parietes  it  will  be  often  possible  to  detect  through  them 
eminences  corresponding  to  the  head  and  limbs  of  the 
chUd. 

Should  the  pregnancy  be  extra-uterine,  the  soiuad  of 
the  foetal  heart  will  give  the  same  undeniable  evidence 
of  the  child's  existence;  but  the  case  already  related 
.will  teach  the  surgeon  not  to  ground  so  important  an 
operation  as  gastrotomy  on  the  audition  of  a  placental 
murmur,  which  may  be  imitated  by  the  bruit  de  eouffle 
of  the  enlarged  vessels  of  the  ovarian  tumour,  or  by  the 
arterial  souffle  of  the  compressed  iliac  artery. 

If  the  child  be  dead,  we  agree  with  Bluff,  that  there 
will  be  no  possibility  in  distinguishing  an  extra-uterine 
pregnancy  from  an  ovarian  tumour,  because  both 
tumours  have  nearly  the  same  seat,  and  the  difficulty 
would  be  increased  in  the  case  of  dropsy,  or  if  the 
pregnancy  be  tubal.  The  history  of  the  case,  the 
mother's  distinct  perception  of  the  child's  movements, 
the  flaocidity  of  the  bieasts,  the  arrest  in  the  progress 
of  the  tumoui^-which  has  become  harder,  and  presents 
esidnences  resembling  the  salient  points  of  bones,  must 
guide  the  sagacious  practitioner. 

Lastiy,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  during  the 
progress  of  ovarian  disease  the  patient  may  be  repeatedly 
pregnant,  that  the  two  may  concide,  and  that  the  cer* 
tainty  of  an  ovarian  tumour  in  one  part  of  the  abdomoi 
must  not  cause  the  attendant  to  disbelieve  the  existence 
of  pregnant  womb  in  another  part  of  the  same  cavity. 
Such  mistake  has  been  fatal  in  several  of  the  cases 
operated  upon,  the  operation  having  brought  on  abor- 
tion. By  careful  examination  in  this  case  two  tumours 
will  be  found,  or  at  least  two  portions  of  what  may 
seem  to  be  one  tumour.  In  the  one,  when  it  is  suffi- 
dentiy  developed,  the  sound  of  a  foetal  heart  will  be 
heard,  but  nothing  similar  in  the  other  portion.  When 
there  is  the  slightest  doubt,  let  the  attendant  follow  the 
philosophic  precept  and  abstain  from  treatment. 

In  concluding  this  important  subject  we  may  add, 
tiiat  the  frequent  errors  wluch  are  committed  are  the 
result  of  the  hasty  and  cardess  investigation  of  the 
medical  man  into  the  cases  of  women  already  pro- 
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ndunced  to  be  affected  with  OTamn  dueate,  and  tfaitt  if 
we  were  perfectly  unaffected  by  what  Dr.  —  and 
Mr.  —  may  have  thooght  x>f  the  oase,  and  were  to 
conduct  oar  own  inquiries  (repeating  them  anffidently 
often)  apon  the  principles  we  hare  laid  down,  there 
would  be  but  few  cases  wherein  it  would  be  impossible 
to  giye  a  correct  diagnosis. 

To  the  junior  members  of  the  profession  we  shall 
again  say,  "  learn  to  wait."  The  medical  pradatumer 
must  oftener  be  a  Fabius  than  a  MaroeUns.  No  doubt  he 
sometimes  wants  the  eagle  glance  of  the  general  on  the 
battle  field,  to  know  how  to  break  the  force  of  the 
disease  by  a  snddVi  attack,  but  more  frequently  will  he 
find  the  prudence  of  keeping  to  the  hiUs  and4odging 
the  enemy.  In  beginning  practice  we  are  apt  to  give 
decided  opinions;  to  this  we  are  prompted  by  the 
impulsiTe  energy  of  youth,  and  by  the  fear  of  being 
accused  of  ignorance  if  we  do  not  give  a  dedded 
answer.  Thus  we  are  persuaded  to  an  erroneous  diag- 
nosis which  we  should  not  have  given  if  we  had  well  ex* 
amined  and  thought  over  tlie  case ;— an  enror  of  dil|^- 
nosis  which  may  compromise  the  reputation  of  the  man 
of  talent,  and  which  no  future  piofessional 
wholly  obliterate  from  the  mmds  of  the  public. 

II,  York  Street,  Portman  Square. 
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feotly  quiet.  On  following  him  to  his  hooae,  I  hMii 
brom  his  wife  that  he  had  been  for  yean  sobject  to 
attacks  of  (what  they  believed  to  be)  bronchitis;— that 
he  was  at  this  time  threatened  with  jaundice;— that  four 
years  since  Dr.  Ramadge  bad  pronounced  him  incuablj 
consumptive;— that,  not  bein  g  satisfied  with  this  opinion 
they  had  consulted  Dr.  Addison,  who  had  reported  the 
same; — that  their  present  London  physician  had,  how- 
I  ever»  told  them  that  it  was  merely  bronchitis ;— that, 
after  a  severe  attack,  which  had  been  accompanied  by 
profuse  expectoration,  by  night  sweats,  and  by  hectie . 
fever,  he  had  been  advised  to  visit  Brighton ;— that  he 
had  been  in  Brighton  two  weeks,  and  had  apparently 
much  improved,  when  he  imprudently  had  walked  to 
the  top  of  the  Downs; — that  the  fiitigue  attending  this- 
exertion  had  oansed  him  to  expectorate  blood  five  or 
six  times; — ^that  this  had  frightened  them,  and  that 
they  had  continued  their  walk  to  my  house,  to  iik 
whether  it  would  be  safe  to  return  at  once  to  London;— 
and  that  the  excitement  attendant  upon  this  lad- 
imprudence  had  produced  the  haemoptysis  .bebl^ 
fkientioned. 

In  the  highly  nervous  and  excitable  oonditioa  in 
which  I  found  Mr.  R.,  (he  had  been  shedding  tea» 
like  an  hysterical  female,;  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  t» 
make  a  very  lengthened  or  paiticnlar  stethoeoopiciL 
examination  of  the  lungs,  especially  as  the  hsemop^ 
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Sib, — ^The  mvitation  given  forth  in  the  last  numbei: 

of  your  journal  to  your  subscribers,  '*  to  put  their 

shoulders  to  the  wheel,"  induces  me  to  forward  yoo. 

the  history  of  a  case  which  has  very  recently  occurred 

to  my  notice,  and  which,  showing  as  it  does  the  great 

value  of  gallic  acid  as  a  therapeutic  agent,  and  the  large 

doses  with  which  it  may  be  given  with  safety,  may 

possibly  appear  to  possess  some  interest  to  your  numerous 

readers. 

I  am.  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

W.  BAYES,  M.D. 
Marine  Square,  Brighton. 

Mr.  R.,  a  gentleman  of  bilious  temperament  and 
thin  conformation,  called  upon  me  (professionally)  on 
Sunday,  the  6th  of  June.  Before  he  had  recovered 
from  the  fatigue  of  walking  to  my  house,  and  while  his 
wife  was  giving  me  a  slight  sketch  of  his  sdlments,  he 
gave  a  painful  evidence  of  his  state  by  a  fit  of  ooughing, 
accompanied  by  some  slight  hsemoptysis,  perhapa  as 
much  as  two  or  three  tablespoonfols.  After  recovering 
him  from  the  faintness  which  ensued,  and  quieting  the 
mental  anxiety  and  excitement  which  this  induced,  I 
sent  him  to  his  house,  (which  was  near  at  hand,)  with 
orders  to  be  put  to  bed  at  once,  and  to  be  kept  per* 


had  much  diminished  since  he  had  awsumed  the  ream- 
bent  position.  I  found,  however,  that  they  wereeiten^ 
sively  diseased,  and  that  there  was  evidence  of  sabscnte 
inflammation  in  the  lower  and  back  part  of  the  left 
lung.  Hia  skin  and  face  were  yellow,  and  dniky*. 
looking;  tongue  deeply  furred ;  breath  very  offensiTe;. 
pulae  95,  rather  full,  yet  jerking  and  tremutons ;  skia, 
felt  harsh  and  rough  ;  bowels  confined,  and  for  sefoal 
months  he  had  never  had  proper  action  from  then,, 
generally  scarcely  more  passed  daily  than  the  sise  of 
two  or  three  almonds;  urine  abundant,  and  he  nid  "it 
smells  quite  beantifnl,  almost  as  good  as  a  scent"  Oa 
examination  I  found  it  diabetio,  although  in  qnsntity  it 
was  not  very  much  increased,  probably  not  more  thia 
six  or  seven  pints  daily.  The  only  pain  he  felt  was  a 
dull  aching  across  the  loins,  and  occaaionally  bkk» 
severe  at  the  lower  and  back  portion  of  the  left  lm|*^ 
The  colour  of  the  expectoration  was  bright  and  florid. 
I  first  ordered  him  a  few  graina  of  sulphate  of  mil* 
neua  and  smphurio  acid,  in  infusion  of  roses,  and 
in  twenty-four  hours,  the  haemoptysis  having  slmoit 
ceased,  I  gave  him  three  tablespoonftda  of  lemon-jvioer 
to  be  continued  eveiy  two  hours.  Under  this  trestmest 
all  the  symptoms  of  subacute  infiammatory  aotifla 
subsided,  the  pulse  diminished  in  frequency,  (to  68,) 
the  pain  in  the  side  disappeared,  the  tongue  deeitd 
itaelf,  the  night  sweats  became  greatly  decreased,  and  ia 
tiiree  days  ceased  altogether.  What  most  of  all  piesiei 
me  was,  that  the  bowels  acted  freely^  and  the  alrine 
secretions  were  well  coloured  with  bile.  The  pstie^ 
himself  seemed  astonished  with  the  change,  saying,  that 
his  bowels  had  not  acted  so  well  or  so  comfoitaUy 
for  years.  The  urine,  so  fisr  from  increasing  in  qusntity» 
diminished  considerably,  and  Mr.  R.  was  rspidly  gaimsg 
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-Btrengthy  and  apparentlj  health,  his  skm  loBing  its 
-dnakf  ydlow  tmge,  and  beoomiog  dear,  and  even 
si^ghtlj  coloured. 

I  do  toot  ever  remember  to  have  seen  so  rapid  a 
diange  for  the  better  in  six  days,  but,  on  the  12th  of 
June,  I  was  as  much  grieved  as  astonished  to  see  my 
patient  walk  into  my  consulting  room,  leaning  upon  the 
turm  of  his  wife.  Before,  however,  I  had  time  to  express 
my  displeasure,  the  poor  gentleman  sunk  into  my  chair, 
lynd  the  hmnoptysis  returned,  wone  than  at  the  first, 
fivery  fifth  or  sixth  inspiration  brought  on  tiie  cough, 
«nd  every  cough  was  followed  by  sputa  of  firothy  florid 
^lood.  I  was  seriously  alarmed  fi)r  him,  and  as  soon 
■s  possible  had  him  conveyed  home,  and  laid  upon  the 
^sofii,  with  the  strictest  injunctions  that  he  should 
neither  be  allowed  to  speak  or  to  move.  I  ordered  him 
dive  grains  of  gallic  acid  eveiy  second  hour,  and  was 
pleased  to  see  that'thehiemoptysis  gradually  diminished. 
He  probably  had  lost  half  a  pint  of  blood  between 
-twelve  o'clock  at  noon— when  he  called  upon  me,  and 
iiine  at  night,  the  intervals  between  each  eipectoration 


colour  still  florid,  although  somewhat  less  bright. 
*•  quarter  past  eleven  o'clock  the  same  night  I  was 
-summoned,  hurriedly.  In  undressing  the  patient,  the 
•iuemorrfaage  had  a  third  time  recurred.  His  breathing 
"^as  now  hurried,  every  inspiration  brought  on  a  cough, 
^nd  every  cough  brought  up  bright  arterial-looking  blood. 
He  was  becoming  foint  and  livid-looking  when  I  arrived, 
and  I  really  was  afiraid  lest  he  should  have  been  suflb- 
«ated.  The  air  passing  through  the  blood  already  in 
f^  throat  produced  a  guiigling  sound,  which  alarmed 
fda  wifo,  to  whom  it  sounded  like  the  *' death  rattle." 
J.  now  took  a  drachm  of  gallic  acid,  pot  it  into  a  six- 
'Ounce  bottle,  dissolved  it  in  hot  water,  and  added  rather 
^xnore  than  a  tablespoonfol  of  brandy.  I  cooled  this 
mixture  in  some  ice  which  was  in  the  room,  and  gave 
^r.  R.  a  dessert  spoonfol  of  it  every  three  minutes. 
The  pulse,  which  could  not  be  felt  at  the  wrist,  recovered 
-fllightly  after  the  third  dose.  At  the  end  of  half  an 
Iwnr  the  foce  became  less  livid,  and  he  seemed  mudi 
-vevived  j  I,  however,  continued  the  gallic  add  every 
4ve  minutes  until  the  end  of  the  first  hour,  and  alter- 
-^wards  every  ten  minutes  until  nearly  two  hours  had 
-elapsed,  when,  to '  my  great  joy,  the  expectoration 
1>e<^e  perfectly  inky.  After  the  first  inlgr  expectora- 
tion the  breathing  became  greatly  relieved,  and  the 
^patient  fdl  into  a  quiet  doze.  He  had  taken  the  first 
•dradim  of  gallic  add  in  one  hour  and  fifty  minutes.  I 
then  mixed  a  second  drachm,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
-first,  and  gave  him  a  tablespoonfol  of  the  mixture  at 
half-past  one  o'dock,  after  which  he  fell  adeep  soundly; 
I  then  left  him,  with  orders  that  the  gallic  acid  should 
he  given  him,  in  five-grain  doses,  every  hour,  for  six 
hours,  while  he  was  awake,  or  to  be  repeated  every  ten 
minutes,  if  the  bsmoptysis  were  to  recur.  On  calling 
next  morning  I  found  be  had  expectorated  but  twice, 
and  the  ^uta  were  perfectly  inky.  I  kept  him  under 
the  influence  of  the  gallic  add  for  three  days,  gradually 
.  diminishing  the  firequency  of  the  dose.  At  the  end  of 
Uiis  time,  as  he  had  neither  cough  nor  expectoration,  I 


chained  his  medidne  to  the  mfosion  of  roses  and 
sulphate  of  magnesia,  and  ordered  him  also  to  take  five- 
drop  doaes  of  cieasote,  three  times  a  day,  upon  sugar; 
he  BOW  went  on  steadily  getting  well.  I  found  it  rather 
diflienlt  to  prevent  his  committing  indiscretions  in 
exeidse  and  in  diet,  and  therefore  curbed  him  a  little, 
by  giving  him  minute  doses  of  tartarized  antimony; 
and  vpon  the  26th,  or  fourteen  days  after  his  severe 
»ttaek»  he  was  so  for  recovered,  and  had  for  some  days 
borne  exercise  in  the  opm  air  so  well,  that  I  allowed 
him  to  go  home  agam  to  London,  indeed  for  the  last 
three  days  I  oould  scaree  persuade  him  that  he  was  an 
invalid. 

Peihaps  one  of  the  most  satisfoctory  results  of  the 
large  doses  of  gallic  add,  was  the  entire  disappearance 
of  the  diabetes,  and  the  simultaneous  reapperance  of  bile 
and  snflident  stools.  Another  point  worthy  of  notice 
was,  that  the  patient  weighed  predsdy  the  same  upon 
the  day  he  left  Brighton  as  he  had  done  one  month 
previondy. 

Ther«  is  yet  a  third  point  to  which  I  would  direct 


being,  at  the  latter  hour,  about  twenty  minutes,  and  the  ^the  attention  of  the  reader,— that  the  dyspnoea  was 

At  almost  completely  relieved  as  soon  as  the  system  was 
wdl  saturated  with  the  gaUic  add.  The  difficulty  of 
)i)reathxng  was  no  doubt  caused  by  the  gorged  state  of 
the  vessds  of  the  lungs,  which  was  rdieved  by  the 
powerfol  astringent  acting  upon  them  from  within. 


ON   MAMMAET   ABSCESS. 
Br  ALEX.  H.  PATERSON,    Esa.,  Altbxncham. 


Several  London  surgeons  have  mentioned  that 
boils,  carbondes,  and  similar  diseases  have  been  very 
prevalent  in  the  metropolis  during  the  last  few  months. 

Hiese  diseases  have  not  been  confined  to  London, 
but  have  spread,  I  believe  throughout  the  country,  and 
in  this  neighbourhood  I  have  noticed  inflammation  and 
s«|ypuration  of  the  breast  to  be  unusually  frequent  after 
confinement,  in  females  of  all  classes.  In  most  of  the 
cases  I  have  seen  there  has  been  no  cause  assigned  for 
an  attack  of  fever,  which  commonly  set  in  a  week  or 
fortiught  after  ddivery,  was  in  many  cases  very  severe  and 
even  dangerous,  typhoid  in  character,  with  disordered 
secretions  and  diarrhoea.  This  was  followed  by  inflam- 
mation in  one  and  sometimes  in  both  breasts,  termi- 
nating in  abscess. 

Bums  and  Ryan,  in  their  works  on  midwifery,  tell 
us  that  this  complaint  is  very  eadly  induced,  and  very 
difficult  to  check.  And  we  know  from  experience,  that 
the  loose  cellular  tissue  of  the  gland  favours  the  fimna- 
tltfn  of  troublesome  sinuses,  which  give  great  pain,  are 
very  long  in  healing,  and  seriously  afiect  the  strength. 
The  skin  is  here  thick  and  loosdy  attached,  and  the 
subcutaneous  tissues  thickened,  pass  into  a  state  of  sub- 
acute or  chronic  inflammation,  and  remain  indolent  and 
painful  for  a  long  time.  Not  unfrequently  abscess 
succeeds  abscess,  and  siuus  unites  with  sinus,  until  a 
young  and  delicate  woman  is  reduced  to  a  shadow,  and 
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the  glaad  bo  injured  that  it  caimot  be  need  alter  nnj 
raeoeeding  pregnancy. 

The  andiors  I  have  mentioned  recommend  warm 
applications  at  first,  and  the  gentle  nee  of  mild  liniments, 
the  laying  open  of  sinnses,  (which  Dr.  Bums  saystroly, 
is  very  painful,)  and  simnlating  embrocations  to  re- 
move any  swelling  that  may  remain. 

I  doubt  not  all  my  readers  have  had  ample  opportu- 
nities of  trying  and  being  disappointed  by  these  lemedies  j 
and  finding  in  some  of  the  cases  before  alluded  to,  their 
inefficiency,  either  in  arresting  suppuration,  or  after 
that  was  established,  in  preventing  the  formation  of 
sinuses,  I  resoWed  to  change  my  treatment.  Thit  chief 
causes  of  sinuses — ^prolonged  suppuration,  swelling  and 
consolidation,  are  undoubtedly  the  structure  of  the  part 
in  which  the  inflammation  arises,  and  its  loose  pendant 
position  obstructing  the  return  of  venous  blood,  and 
favouring  infiltration  of  lymph,  and  the  burrowii^  of 
matter. 

My  first  principle  in  the  treatment  was  to  support 
the  breast  by  a  handkerchief  pla6ed  beneath  it  and 
brought  round  the  neck ;  then,  if  suppuration  had  nof 
commenced,  I  covered  the  whole  breast  with  strips  of 
adhesive  plaster,  an  inch  wide  and  from  nine  to  six 
inches  long;  the  strapping  commenced  below,  and 
extended  from  the  arm  pit,  beneath  the  breast  to  {he 
upper  part  of  the  sternum,  successive  strips  were  applied 
as  high  up  as  the  nipple,  leaving  it  uncovered,  and  then, 
in  the  same  manner  over  the  upper  part  of  the  gland, 
commencing  at  the  top.  The  plaster  was  so  applied  as 
particularly  to  press  on  the  indurated  inflamed  portion, 
and  support  the  parts  below  it,  but  not  to  give  pain  by 
being  too  tight.  It  was  removed  when  it  became  loose, 
and  generally  worn  for  a  week  or  fortnight,  until  all 
swelling  and  hardness  had  disappeared.  When  sup- 
puration had  commenced,  the  breast  was  supported 
and  a  poultice  applied  till  the  abscess  burst  spontane- 
ously or  the  matter  was  evacuated  by  the  bistoury,  and 
the  strapping  applied  as  above;  a  small  hole  being  cut 
to  allow  the  escape  of  the  pus.  The  plaster  was  reap- 
plied as  often  as  the  dischai^  rendered  necessary,  but 
not  more  often  than  I  could  avoid,  as  I  preferred  re- 
placing a  saturated  or  loose  strip,  to  removing  the 
whole  oftener  than  every  second  day.  This  plan  proved 
eminently  successful,  the  formation  of  matter  was 
arrested,  old  sinuses  closed  and  healed,  and  no  new 
ones  formed;  and  under  steady  equable  pressure, 
chronic  indurations  rapidly  melted  away.  I  should 
add,  that  the  strapping  used  by  me  is  composed  of 
emplastrum  saponis  and  emplastrum  plumbi,  spread  on 
imglased  calico,  and  prepared  by  Messrs.  Palmer  and 
Pslmer,  druggists,  of  Burmingham,  according  to  a  form 
of  Mr.  Hodgson's. 

It  is,  I  think,  much  less  irritating,  more  elastic,  and 
less  apt  to  cut  at  the  edges  than  common  adhesive 
plaster,  and  when  good  and  fresh,  at  least  as  adhesive. 
I  will,  in  conclusion,  give  the  outlines  of  two  cases, 
ezempli^ng  the  treatment. 

Mrs.  P.,  aged  27.  This  lady  was  confined  for  the 
third  time  early  in  May  last.  Breasts  smaU ;  milk 
scanty  and  not  sufficient  to  support  her  healthy  infant. 


At  the  end  of  a  month  she  had  in  a  peat  neusre- 
recovered  her  health,  when»  without  any  sppaest 
cause,  she  was  seized  with  headache,  giddinsis,  tfaiii^ 
and  rigors,  and  the  right  breast  became  psinfid,  hvd, 
and  marked  with  red  lines  beneath  the  axiUa,  lbs 
treatmeot  was  aperients,  and  fomentations  to  thsbmiti 
the  next  day  three  leeches  were  applied,  wlthpiitiil 
relief;  on  the  day  following  the  tendemeis  wu  iffl 
great  with  mnoh  hardness,  the  genend  qfmptomi  madi 
improved.  The  str^pihg  was  now  applied,  aod  n- 
mained  on  a  week,  when  the  breast  was  weU.  lbs 
supply  of  milk  failed  for  three  days,  but  sfUrwiris 
returned.  This  lady  had  never  before  anythiog  am 
with  her  breasts* 

Mrs.  B.,  aged  37.    Has  had  fbvr  duldm.   Tlu» 
wo&an  was  attended  by  a  midwife  at  her  cnnfimanait, 
which  occurred  early  in  May  last.     About  a  imk 
afterwards  I  was  sent  fbr,  and  found  her  sofferingfroB 
fever,  of  a  morbid  type,  inclining  to  typhus;  gnit 
constipation,  succeeded  by  diarrhoea,  &c.    Theaeijsip- 
toms  yielded,  and  at  the  end  of  a  week  Ilefther  cos- 
valescent,  though  mudi  reduced,  and  with  ioflammstifla 
of  the  right  breast,  which  the  friends  of  the  pitet 
thought  themselves  competent  to  treat,  as  they  iai 
some  years  before  cured  an  abscess  of  the  other  licat 
aiber  it  had  bsted  three  months,  and  had  left  tks^ 
useless,  and  indeed  without  the  power  of  mentia^ 
milk,  so  that  the  woman  nursed  entirely  by  the  tigiit 
breast.    About  a  fortnight  afterwards  I  was  again  »(' 
fbr.    My  patient  was  weaker  than  ewer,  and  one  or  tv» 
abscesses  were  fbrming  on  the  right  side,  and  one  on 
the  left.    I  ordered  nourishing  diet,  the  bresrtito  be 
supported  by  handkerchiefk,  and  poulticed;  they  wot 
on,  however,  badly ;  absoeffS  after  abscess  fbnnsd  td 
broke,  or  were  lanced,  on  bo&  sides ;  the  breasts  vae 
riddled  by  sinuses,  and  much  substance  was  lost  in  the 
right  one  fh>m  sloughing;  the  discharge  was  frotoe, 
and  the  patient  scarcely  able  to  sit  up  in  bed.    On  ike 
right  side  there  were,  probably,  eight  or  ten  openiB^ 
from  the  me  of  a  crown  piece  to  a  pin's  head,  moitef 
them  connected.  On  the*left  there  was  great  indonte 
and  more  matter  evidently  forming,  and  four  opauB^ 
communicating  with  tho  sinuses.    I  applied  the  atr^tpieK 
on  both  sides,  removing  it  for  the  first  week  mej 
second  day,  afterwards  every  third.    The  induatiflr 
which  had  i>een  accompanied  by  throbbing,  ahootiag, 
and  burning,  disappeared  from  the  leffc  mamma,  ■& 
the  sinuses  rapidly  healed.      On  the  right  ads  tte 
improvement  was  equally  rapid,  and  in  less  thsn  tine 
weeks  from  the  application  of  the  plaster,  the  vem* 
was  pretty  weU,  and  the  breasts  per&etly  and  aoua^ 
healed,  with  very  little  contraction  of  the  nipple  on  the 
right  side. 
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CASES 

Reported  under  the  Terms  proposed  by  the  Associaiion, 

By  Kil  Dbspbiukduu. 

DtOocation  qf  the,  Acromial  End  of  the  Ckanele. 

Thomas  Jbnkins,  aged  21,  admitted  Angust  3rd, 
1852,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Green.  An  hour  before 
admission  he  was  standing  in  a  narrow  waj,  when  a  coal 
cart  passed  bj,  the  wheel  coming  in  contact  with  the 
outer  part  of  the  left  shoulder,  and  pressing  him  against 
the  wall.  On  examination  the  nature  of  the  injnrj  was 
«t  once  evident,  for  the  acromial  end  of  the  cUrricle  was 
plainly  seen  resting  agaixut  the  spine  of  the  scapnla, 
'^nd  under  cover  of  the  trapezius  muscle.  The  part  of 
the  spine  of  the  scapula  where  the  clavicle  was  resting 
<oxL,  was  nearly  two  inches  from  that  part  of  the  acromial 
process  of  the  scapula  to  which  it  is  normally  articulated. 
•Shortening  of  the  distance  between  the  neck  and  the 
shoulder  was  well-marked.  In  consequence  of  the 
-support  of  the  clavicle  bemg  gone,  the  shoulder  came 
Ibrward  so  as  to  give  the  impression  that  there  was 
.some  displacement  of  the  head  of  the  humerus.  There 
was  some  contusion  of  the  soft  parts  at  the  oater  and 
posterior  aspect  of  the  shoulder-joint.  The  clavicle 
was  almost  brought  back  to  its  normal  position,  by 
keeping  the  shoulders  back,  and  raising  the  arm.  A 
figure  of  8  bandage  was  therefore  applied,  in  the  same 
manner  as  for  fractured  clavicle;  and  the  arm  was 
-raised  by  a  bandage  under  the  elbow^  and  carried  over 
the  opposite  shoulder.  This  treatment  was  continued 
up  to  August  2lBt,   when  he  was  discharged.     There 

\  but  little  deformity  when  he  left  the  Infirmary. 


This  was  an  extreme  case  of  ^displacement,  for  in  most 
instances  the  clavicle  is  dislocated  upwards  on  the 
acromion.  There  was  the  following  circumstance  to  be 
noticed  in  this  man : — On  the  other  side,  the  clavicle 
and  the  acromion  process  were  not  on  the  same  plane, 
so  that  on  the  application  of  great^orce,  this  condition 
•of  articulation  would,  I  think,  rather  tend  to  dislocation, 
'whereas,  if  the  two  bones  had  been  on  the  same  plane, 
4lie  clavicle  would  have  been  most  likely  fractured. 


JSerqftUous  Disease  qf  the  Knee—Ampuiation^^Death. 

Jamss  Llotd,  aged  19,  admitted  October  25,  1851, 
'under  the  care  of  Mr.  Clark.  He  is  of^weak  conforma- 
tion»  and  the  strumous  diathesis  is  well  marked.  A 
-week  ago  his  right  knee  became  veryfpainful,  so  that 
he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  work,  which  was  that  of  a 
carpenteri  but  three  days  previous  to. this  he  had 
severe  rigors.  At  present  there*is  some  slight  swelling 
lielowthe  patella,  and  he  has'severe  pain  on  pressure. 
-fie  has  a  dischai^  from  the  urethra,  but  it  evidently 


depends  on  phimosis,  which  no  doubt  is  congenitsl. 
The  first  time  he  had  any  discharge  from  his  urethra, 
was  twelve  months  ago;  but  it  subsided  without  doing 
anything  for  its  removal.  He  has  had  a  return  of  the 
dischaige  two  or  three  times  shice.  Hirudines  zij. 
genu. 

26th.— Pain  was  very  severe  last  night;  tenderness 
much  the  same,  but  is  not  quite  so  poflfy  below  the 
patella;  pulse  96';  tongue  moist  and  white.^R.  Pulv. 
Ii>ecac.  Co.,  gr.  iij. ;  Ant.  Pot.  Tart.,  gr.  1.6th. ;  sextis 
horis  sumend.    Hirud.  viij.    Middle  diet. 

27th. — Pain  a  little  relieved ;  swelling  much  increased, 
extending  half  ?ray  down  the  inner  side  of  the  leg  ;  no 
effusion  above  the  pateUa ;  puke  120,  full  and  com- 
pressible; tongue  more  furred ;  «imhot;  bowels  have 
been  ojfened  ;  great  thirst. 

28th.— Pun  less  ;  skin  is  red,  and  there  is  a  feeling 
of  fluctuation  three  inches  below  the  patella ;  pulse  108 ; 
tongue  dry;  skin  not  So  hot;  not  so  much  thirst. 
Discharge  from  the  urethra  cont^ues.  Has  half  ^a 
pint  of  milk  with  middle  diet.    Hirud.  vj. 

29th.— Pain  and  swelling  are  less  about  the  knee  ; 
but  have  extended  below  the  leg;  ankle  is  puffy  and 
oedematous.    Does  not  sleep  well.    Pulse  120. 

30th. — An  incision  was  made  in  the  inner  side  of  the 
teg' about  the  middle-third,  and  a  little  pus  evacuated. 
Capiat  pulvis  quartis  horis. 

31st. — ^Thereis  a  free  discharge  of  pus;  ankle  not 
so  puffy;  p^in  and  sweUing  of  knee  less;  pulse  112. 
Poultice  to  leg. 

November  2nd. — ^Wound  discharges  freely,  pus  is  not 
mature ;  the  knee  is  reduced  to  normal  size ;  pulse  108» 
weak  ;  tongue  cleaner,  but  is  injected  at  the  margins. 
Has  considerable  thirst  and  heat  of  skin.  Discharge 
from  urethra  diminished.  Omit  pulveres. — R.  Potus. 
Bicarb.,  Potass.  Nitrat.,  utrq.  gr.  x. ;  Acid.  Hydrocy. 
Dil.,  m.  iij. ;  Aq.,  oz.  iss.    Fiat  haust.  quartis  horis  sum. 

4th. — ^Discharge  from  leg  is  less,  but  on  pressure, 
some  cherry-like  pus  is  brought  away ;  pulse  92 ;  tongue 
dean ;  not  so  much  thirst  or  heat  of  skin.  Ordered 
six  ounces  of  mutton  and  half  a  pint  of  beer  daily. 

6th.— A  large  amount  of  pus  is  discharged  on  pressure, 
almost  half  a  pint  came  away  yesterday ;  pulse  120 ; 
tongue  clean,  but  very  red.  Very  little  pain  in  knee 
or  leg.    To  have  one  pint  of  beer  daily. 

7th. — ^Pus  comes  away  more  freely  to  day;  is  of 
a  brownish  colour  as  if  from  admixture  with  blood. 
Complains  of  pain  and  tenderness  in  the  bladder  and 
urethra  after  passing  water.  Scarcely  any  discharge 
from  urethra.^R.  Potassse  Bicarb.,  scr.  j. ;  Liq.  Potas., 
m.  X. ;  Mist.  Tragacanth  Co.,  oz.  iss. ;  Tinct.  Hyosc., 
m.  XX. ;  sextis  horis  sumend. 

8th.— The  scsdding  is  less  to  day.  The  tibia  was 
found  to  be  bare  for  about  three  inches,  the  probe 
passing  for  some  distance  under  the  integuments. 
General  health  the  same.  To  have  four  ounces  of  port 
wine,  one  pint  of  beer,  six  ounces  of  mutton,  and  milk 
daily. 

10th. — Pressure  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  tibia 
brings  away  a  large  quantity  of  pus  mixed  with  coagula; 
knee-joint  is  of  normal  size;   scalding  and  pain  in 


502 


BRISTOL  ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 


maldng  water  have  retmned.  Has  had  diarrhoea  for 
the  laat  two  days. 

12th. — ^The  poultice  was  disoontiniied  yesterday^  aiid 
simple  dressing  applied;  to-day  the  discharge  has 
diminished  to  nearly  one-half ;  feels  stronger;  diarrhoea 
.  has  ceased. 

18th. — Has  remained  much  the  same  since  the  last 
report^  with  the  exception  of  some  soreness  and  pain  in 
swallowing ;  cannot  pass  his  water,  only  coming  away 
In  drops,  with  a  good  deal  of  pain. 

19th.— The  difficulty  in  passing  water  was  much 
increased  last  eTening,  but  after  dilating  the  meatus 
urinarius  with  a  probe,  he  passed  water  freely,  and  he 
has  no  difficulty  to  day;  there  is  still  considerable 
discharge  from  the  leg,  and  there  is  some  enlargement 
about  the  head  of  the  tibia;  pulse  120,  weak;  tongue 
dean  and  injected ;  appetite  good. 

20th. — On  making  pressure  to-day  on  the  outer  side 
of  the  leg,  between  the  tibia  and  fibula,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  pus  came  away,  floating  in  which  there  was 
a  good  number  of  oil  globules;  is  obliged  to  strain' a 
good  deal  in  passing  water.— Lotio  Calcis  Chlorid. 
applied  as  a  dressing. 

December  1st. — There  were  more  oil  globules  in  the 
pus  to-day. 

5th. — ^The  opening  of  the  prepuce  has  contracie^, 
requiring  great  efforts  to  pass  his  water.  t>pening  dilated 
with  the  probe. 

11th. — Complains  of  great  pain  in  the  knee,  which 
is  hot,  but  not  swollen ;  had  an  eruption  over  him  this 
morning,  but  which  has  now  disappeared ;  passes  water 
more  freely. — "R.  PuIt.  Ipecac.  Co.,  gr.  y.,  seztis  horis. 
Mist.  Salina  Astimonialis  ter  die  sumend.  Poultice  to 
knee.  / 

13th. — ^Knee  is  much  swollen,  very  painful,  aad 
fluctuates ;  there  is  oedema  of  the  foot  and  ankle ;  has 
Tomited  several  times  to  day ;  pulse  166 ;  tongue  furred 
and  dry ;  cheeks  flushed,  in  fact  is  in  a  state  of  hectic. — 
R.  Pulv.  Trag.  Co.,  dr.  j.;  Mist.  Salin.,  oz.  iss., 
quartis  horis. — R.  Tinct.  Opii,  m.  zx.;  Aq.,  oz.  j.,' 
o.  n.  s.    To  have  fowl,  and  eight  ounces  of  wine  dai^. 

14th.— Is  ratiier  better;  slept  well,  and  has  less 
pain  in  the  knee,  but  the  swelling  is  just  the  same ; 
pulse  150;  tongue  moist  and  red;  appetite  improved 
slightly. 

The  symptoms  of  hectic  rather  increased  than  di- 
minished, and  there  being  no  doubt  that  the  joint  was 
distended  with  pus,  on  the 

26th  Mr.  Clark  opened  the  joint  on  the  inner  side, 
and  about  a  pint  of  well-formed,  but  very  offensive 
pus  escaped;  tongue  is  ulcerated  superfidaUy  on  the 
dorsum. 

27th. — Much  easier;  slept  all  night;  there  is  an 
immense  discharge  from  the  knee;  the  leg  is  mueh 
everted,  apparently  from  a  displacement  of  the  articu- 
lating Burfiaoes  of  the  thigh  and  leg;  pulse  128,  weiak ; 
tongue  injected,  and  is  more  ulcerated ;  bowels  relaxed 
at  times ;  appetite  not  good,  but  he  takes  his  wine  and 
beer.  Ordered  the  following  application  to  the  ulcers 
on  the  tongue :— R.  Argent.  Nit.,  gr.  iv. ;  Aq.  Destill., 
OS.  as.   M. 


January  1st,  1852.— Is  very  weak,  the  diadwi^ 
from  the  knee  being  exceedingly  profitw.'  A  oonsoUa. 
tion  was  held  as  to  the  propriety  of  removing  lus  kg, 
but  it  was  considered  that  he  was  not  strong  enoogj^  t» 
bear  the  operation. 

Half-past  11,  P.M.— A  little  better  thitf  eremi^; 
pulse  130. — ^R.  Tinct.  Opii,  m.  zz. ;  Aq.,  ot.  ].,  liat 
haust.  St.    Has  taken  two  ounces  of  bnndy. 

2nd. — Slept  last  night,  and  seems  a  little  better  tiu» 
morning. 

3,  P.M. — Has  taken  four  ounces  of  braniy  to  diy; 
pulse  160 ;  blood  comes  away  fireely  per  orethnm  liter 
passing  water. 

4,  P.M. — He  was  placed  under  the  infloenoi  o( 
chloroform,  and  Mr.  Clark  removed  the  limb,  about 
the  middle-third  of  the  thigh,  by  the  drcnlsr  meOiod;. 
on  making  the  incision  through  the  musde,  abont  bilf 
a  pint  of  pus  escaped.    Very  little  blood  lost 

9,  P.M.— Going  on  well;  pulse  130;  has  taken  fine 
ounces  of  brandy  since  the  operation. — ^R.  Tinct  Opn,. 
m.  XX. ;  Aq.,  oz.  j.,  st. 

3rd.— Slept  tolerably  well  last  night;  poise  125;. 
took  five  ounces  of  brandy  during  the  night 

5th.— Bandage  removed ;  a  little  discharge  firom  ifaa. 
stump;  pulse  120.  To  take  a  little  wine  8ometiB» 
instead  of  the  brandy. 

6th. — Much  the  same ;  on  removing  the  dressing,  t 
dark,  thin,  oftensive,  unhealthy  discharge  .eacapeiL 
The  Lotio  Calcis  Chlorid.,  and  some  turpentine,  were 
applied,  and  then  a  bread  poultice  was  wrapped  anwni 
the  stump.     He  took  some  fish  for  his  dinner. 

January  7th.— Did  not  sleep  well  last  nigbt  1!W 
poultice  has  occasioned  some  pain  ;  pulse  120 ;  ^  nft 
parts  are  sloughy.  A  dressing  of  tnrpentiiie  nl 
resin  was  ^>p]ied,  and  another  poultice. 

8th.— Slept  all  night,  and  feels  better  this  moni^. 
He  has  a  large  bed-sore  on  the  lower  part  of  the  bid. 
The  discharge  from  the  stump  is  more  healtby.  A 
poultice  of  beer  grounds  and  bread  applied. 

9th. — The  soft  parts  sloughed  to  some  extent,  ni 
the  femur  is  denuded  of  its  periosteum  for  nearly  tfo 
inches.  Takes  his  food  pretty  weU.  Pulse  130.  Tfr 
have  eight  ounces  of  wine  and  eight  ounces  of  biadf 
daily.    Yeast  poultice  to  stump. 

10th. — Is  a  little  stronger,  and  his  appetite  is  Dods- 
rately  good.  The  sloughing  has  ceased  and  tbefes» 
a  few  granulations  formed.  To  have  a  mutton  ebo^ 
for  breakfast. 

12th.— Enjoyed  his  chop  yesterday.  Bowds  vk 
opened  since  the  operation. — R.  Pil.  RheL  Co.,  gr*  t> 
Fiat  pil.  tertiis  horis  sum  donee  alv.  respond. 

13th.— Slept  well;  pulse  124,  weak.  Bowds  sot 
yet  moved,  although  he  has  taken  four  pills. 

15th. — Is  not  so  well  to-day ;  has  been  sick,  andiiBO^ 
able  to  take  his  food ;  pulse  128 ;  bowds  movedtfcnr 
times. 

17th.— Was  very  sick  all  day  yesterday,  but  is  bdter 
to-day.  He  is  very  weak.  Stump  is  Jiensri  ^ 
simple  ointment  and  plasters. 

18th.— Is  much  worse   to-day.     Was   oonstii^ 
I  vomiting  and  retching  during  the  nig^t,  but  liie  f^'^ 
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did  not  call  any  one  to  his  aBasCance,  allowing  the 
▼omiting  to  go  on  unchecked.  This  morning  he  waa 
ordered  tiie  Mist.  Add.  Hydrocyanic!,  and  to  take 
aoda  water  occasionally.  Pulse  is  weak  and  intermittent 
and  cannot  be  counted. 

19th.^The  sickness  continued  all  day  yesterday  and 
through  the  night ;  and  he  died  at  six  o'clock  this 
morning. 

No  examination  of  the  body  could  be  obtained.  On 
niamming  the  amputited  limb,  the  cartilages  of  the 
tibia  were  entirely  destroyed;  but  those  of  the  femur 
were  not  so  much  affected.  The  cartilage  oovering  the 
head  of  the  fibula  was  also  ulcerated.  There  was  not 
much  pus  present,  on  account  of  their  having  been 
such  a  itee  opening  into  the  joint.  A  portion  of  the 
shaft  of  the  tibia,  for  about  four  inches,  was  necrosed, 
and  presented  a  smooth  and  shining  appearance. 
Several  nodules  of  new  bone  were  present  on  the 
anterior  and  outer  part  of  the  tibia.  The  head  of  the 
tibia  ajqpeared  carious — that  is,  the  cancelli  were  much 
enlarged  and  filled  with  a  reddish  coloured  fluid.  The 
epiphyses  of  the  femur,  tibia,  and  fibula  were  not 
united  to  their  respective  shafts. 


This  is  one  of  those  unfortunate  cases  of  necrosis  of 
bone  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  joint,  in  which  the 
disease  is  propagated  to  the  articulation  and  destroys  it. 
There  was  extreme  pain  in  the  knee-joint  for  two  days  , 
before  any  swelling  came  on ;  before  this  he  was  going 
on  very  favourably,  and  there  appeared  to  be  every 
chance  of  his  getting  well,  although  the  suppuration 
(which  was  more  profuse  in  this  case  than  it  is  generally 
in  necrosis)  had  weakened  him  considerably. 

Aneuriim  by  Anoitomotu ;  Ligature  qf  Bight  Carotid 
wUAomi  reHrff  Partial  cure  by  Galvanic  Cautery, 

Eliza.  Lanvobk,  aged  25,  a  native  of  Wales,  single. 
Goeupation  that  of  a  servant.  Admitted  February 
19th,  1852,  under  Mr.  Prichard,  for  an  aneurism  by 
anastomosis,  situated  on  the  lower  jaw.  It  commenced 
about  dx  yean  and  a  half  since,  but  had  not  given  her 
any  inconvenience  tiU  six  weeks  ago,  when  it  became 
painful,  and  she  had  a  sensation  of  beating  in  it,  and 
she  noticed  that  it  was  extending  underneath  the  jaw, 
but  otherwise  it  has  remained  much  the  same  since  she 
first  observed  it.  She  has  enjoyed  good  health  during 
all  this  period.  The  tumour  consists  of  two  lobes^  as 
it  were,  the  upper  being  about  two  inches  in  length, 
extending  over  the  ramus  of  the  jaw^  commencing  on 
the  right  side,  opposite  the  angle  of  the  mouth,  and 
ending  near  the  other  angle;  the  under  lobe  is  of 
rounder  form,  and  the  part  of  the  tumour  over  the 
edge  of  the  jaw  connecting  the  two  lobes  is  narrower 
than  any  other  part.  Thisconnectmg  portionis  situated 
a  little  to  the  right  of  the  symphysis.  The  integuments 
are  injected;  she  says  that  this  resulted  from  the 
application  of  a  blister.  There  is  a  distinct  pulsation 
all  over  the  tumour,  but  stronger  on  the  left  side  in  the 
under  lobe.  Pressure  on  the  right  common  carotid 
stops  pulsation  in  the  grcpter  part  of  the  tumour,  and 


of  course  pressure  on  both  carotids  entirely.  Presstm 
on  the  tumour  by  gutta  percfaa  was  empbyed  lor  a  few 
days,  but  it  had  no  effect  on  the  disease. 

March  4th.— The  tumour  having  inereased  a  Utiles 
Mr.  Prichard  ligatured  the  right  oommon  carotid.  The 
incision  was  about  two  inches  and  a  half  long.  A  small 
artery  required  to  be  tied — a  branch  of  the  superior 
thyroid.  The  descendens  noni  was  in  its  usual  position* 
external  to  the  sheath.  There  was  some  difficulty  ia 
securing  the  artery,  from  the  space  of  operation  being 
limited,  by  a  venous  branch  crossing  the  sheath  to  join 
the  external  jugular  vein.  The  artery  was  tied  where 
the  omo-fayoid  crosses  the  sheath,  the  muscle  being 
drawn  a  little  upwards.  After  the  ligature  was  tightened, 
the  pulsation  in  the  tumour  was  stopped  in  a  great 
measure,  and  the  right  side  of  the  face  became  blanched. 
She  was  under  the  influence  of  chloroform.  The  wound 
was  brought  together  with  two  pins  and  twisted  sutures. 

Vespere, — Has  been  restless,  and  has  vomited  sevenl 
times. — Ordered  soda  water. 

5th.^Did  not  sleep ;  skin  is  hot;  puke  120;  a  good 
deal  of  thirst.  The  sickness  continued,  but  was  relieved 
by  the  Mist.  Acid.  Hydrocy.  She  has  considerable 
cough. — R.  Tinct.  Opii,  m.  xx.,  hor&  somni  sumend. 

6th.^Slept  a  little;  the  left  side  of  the  face  is  much 
hotter,  and  more  flushed,  than  the  other ;  the  temporal 
and'  facial  arteries  pulsate  strongly  on  tiie  left  side^ 
cannot  feel  any  pulsation  in  the  right ;  a  bruit  can  be 
heard  over  the  tumour  with  the  stethoscope ;  pulse  1 16^ 
tongue  rather  dry ;  the  pins  were  removed,  the  wound 
was  united  where  the  pins  were  inserted,  but  no  unioa 
in  the  centre ;  the  margins  of  the  wound  not  inflamed-; 
no  suppuration. 

7th. — Did  not  sleep  last  night,  although  she  took 
twenty  drops  of  tincture  of  opium ;  felt  very  much 
nauseated  fiftsr  taking  the  draught,  and  has  vomited 
this  morning;  cough  was  troublesome  in  the  night, 
but  is  less  to-day;  pulse  108;  tongue  moist;  complains 
of  pain  in  the  head ;  there  is  not  so  much  difference  ia 
the  temperature  of  the  two  sides  of  the  head  and  neek 
to-day;  can  feel  pulsation  in  the  tumour  on  the  right 
'  side  underneath  the  jaw. 

8th. — Slept  well  without  the  draught;  the  pain  ia 
the  he^  continues;  no  vomiting  to  day;  pulse  108. 
Wound  suppurating,  but  is  united  at  the  extremities ; 
the  margins  are  inflamed. 

9th.— The  cough  and  pain  in  the  head  mudi  the  sema^ 
the  former  being  worse  at  night;  pulse  100.  Hie  edges 
of  tiie  wound  are  not  quite  so  much  inflamed. 

11th.— There  is  more  suppuration,  comes  i^parentlf 
from  the  situation  of  the  ligature;  headadie  and  cough 
are  less;  pulse  100;  bowels  opened.  There  is  a  feint 
pulsation  above  the  jaw  on  the  right  side. — ^To  have  one 
egg  daily. 

13th. — ^Wound  still  suppuraiiDg  freely;  the  tumow 
is  a  little  smaller;  the  oough  and  headache  are  bat 
slight ;  pulse  96 ;  tongue  moist. 

16th. — Has  more  pain  in  the  head  to-day,  but  other- 
wise feels  very  well;  the  tumour  feels  more  flaecid, 
there  is  pulsation  in  every  part,  but  it  is  not  so  stmog. 
The  wound  has  h^ed,  with  the  exception  of  about  half 
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an  inch  m  the  centre,  at  this  spot  (where  the  ligature 
18)  there  are  fangooa  granolatioiis. — Ordered  fowl  daily. 

20th. — tfo  apparent  alteration  in  the  tamour.  Theaft 
18  but  little  suppuration  from  the  wound  ;  and  the 
ligattire  la  hanging  &rther  oat. 

23rd. — Ligature  came  away  while  dressing  the  wound. 

From  this  time^  for  the  space  of  two  months,  notfahig' 
particular  occurred  to  require  a  report.  The  pulsation 
gradually  returned  with  its  original  force,  and  the 
tumour  appeared  to  be  eztendiog  somewhat,  when  Mr. 
Priehard  determined  to  attack  tiie  disease  locally^  On 
May  27th,  being  placed  under  the  influence  of  chloro- 
form, a  needle  and  thread  waa  passed  through  the 
tumour  m  a  transrerse  direction,  to  which  was  attached 
a  piece  of  platinum  wire;  the  two  extremities  of  the 
platinum  wire  were  connected  with  the  copper  wires  of 
a  galvanic  battery,  when  in  the  course  of  a  few  seoonda, 
the  platinum  wire  was  heated  to  whiteness.  The  con* 
neetion  of  the  battery  was  then  broken,  and  the  pli^um 
wire  passed  through  the  tumour  and  heated  to  whitneaa 
in  two  other  places,  at  about  equal  distances  from  each 
cither.  I  should  say,  that  at  one  end,  the  platinum 
wire  waa  soldered  to  the  copper  wire  of  the  battery, 
but  at  the  other  the  connection  was  effected  by  twitting 
the  copper  wire  round  the  platinum.  There  was  some 
little  bleeding  when  the  needle  was  passed,  but  it  was 
immediately  stopped  when  the  platinum  became  heated, 

28th. — Had  considerable  pain  for  some  time  after 
the  operation.  Vomited,  but  this  no  doubt  arose  from 
the  chloroform.  The  tumour  is  larger,  tender,  and  red, 
and  pulsates  stronger  than  it  did  before.  The  increase 
of  pulsation  is  perceptible  to  the  patient.    No  fever. 

29th.— -Swelling  and  redness  increased.  Pulsation 
not  so  strong. 

June  1st. — ^Tumour  is  as  much  swollen  as  at  last 
date,  and  is  very  painful.  The  redness  is  chiefly  on 
the  right  side,  underneath  the  jaw.  There  is  a  slight 
discharge  from  the  openings  and  the  sloughs  are  in  pro* 
cess  of  separation. 

5th.— The  sloughs  are  detached,  and  the  wounds  are 
suppurating.     Swelling  and  pulsation  diminished. 

From  this  date  the  tumour  very  gradually  diminished, 
and  the  pulsation  became  weaker,  especially  in  that 
part  of  the  tumour  above  the  ramus  of  the  jaw,  but 
the  portion  below  the  chin  was  not  so  much  affected. 

July  5th. — ^The  operation  was  rq)eated.  She  was 
placed  under  the  influence  of  chloroform.  This  time 
the  needles  were  passed  through  (he  most  vascular  part 
of  the  tumour  in  a  perpendicular  direction,  smart 
arterial  hsemorrhage  followed,  but  was  speedily  arrested 
when  the  connection  with  the  battery  was  established. 
A  compress  of  lint,  and  the  bandage  were  applied. 

6th. — Has  passed  an  uncomfortable  night,  the  tu- 
mour having  throbbed  and  being  at  times  extremely 
painful.  She  vomited  an  hour  after  the  operation; 
complams  of  nausea,  slight  headache,  and  thirst ;  pulse 
100 ;  skin  and  tongue  natural.  Tumour  is  swollen  and 
tender ;  but  the  action  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  spots 
where  the  needles  were  introduced.  Pulsation  strong 
over  the  symphysis  menti.  A  cold  water  pad  to  be 
constantly  applied. 


8th.-*-Tumour  more  inflamed,  being  more  swoUoi, 
tense,  and  shining,  and  very  hot  to  the  touch.  A  mall 
slough  is  apparent  at  each  q»erture.  No  constitutionil 
derangement.    Continue  the  cold  application. 

10th. — ^Temperature  and  swelling  of  tumour  increased 
since  the  last  date.  There  is  considerable  tendemeM. 
The  sbughs  are  detached  ftonk  two  of  the  apeitaiei, 
and  the  wounds  are  suppurating.  Has  a  little  hsadaebe, 
but  no  other  ailment.    Face  is  pallid. 

14th.-^Tnmonr  is  smaller,  and  not  so  tender.  Tbt 
apertures  are  larger,  and  are  discharging  Isudable  pai. 
Connteaanoe  less  ansemic.  Bowels  and  catamcDis 
regular. 

20th.— The  apertures  have  healed  by  granolatioii, 
leaviiii^  the  chin  studded  with  small^  depressed,  fim 
cicatrices.  The  tamour  feeU  firm,  and  is  quite  ooosoU- 
dated  above  the  base  of  the  jaw ;  underneath  there  is  a 
circumseribed  vascular  patch,  rather  larger  thsa  a 
shilling,  and  giving  an  aneurismal  sound ;  the  integu- 
ment is  rather  than  here.    General  health,  is  good. 

At  her  own  urgent  requeat  she  left  the  infirmary  it 
the  latter  end  of  July,  with  strict  injnnctioas  to  spplj 
at  once  if  there  should  be  any  tendency  manifested  of 
the  tumour  becoming  larger. 

>  I  think  that  the  treatment  and  progress  of  thii  eta 
bear  out  very  strongly  the  correctness  of  the  opinioa, 
that  most  cases  of  aneurism  by  anastomosis  are  to  be 
only  ^cadously  treated  by  local  means.  Mr.  LifltoD 
says : — **  The  cases  are  innumerable  in  which  I  ba^ 
been  obliged  to  employ  the  ligature  in  an  effectual 
manner,  combined  or  not  with  incision,  where  caustia, 
injections,  puncturings,  setons,  and  even  imperfecfly* 
applied  ligatures  had  been  previously  resorted  to,  in 
vain."  In  this  instance,  certainly,  the  ligaturing  of  tbe 
carotid  diminished  the  pulsation  of  the  tumour,  bat 
after  some  time  it  returned  with  its  almost  original 
force,  and  the  tumour  was  extending. 

Of  all  local  measures  hitherto  used  in  the  treatmeot 
of  these  tumours,  (at  least  when  they  are  above  a 
certain  sise,)  the  ligature  has  been  the  most  effectosi. 
The  applipation  of  caustics,  such  as  potass  or  nitric 
acid*  would  have  been  out  of  the  question  in  a  tooHW 
of  this  size,  aa  their  use  is  attended  with  danger,  frosi 
the  profuse  hsemorrhage  that  is  likely  to  occur.  Stimv- 
lattng  ii^ections  into  the  substance  of  these  tumoars 
have  been  sometimes  employed,  and  with  success;  bat 
some  surgeons  speak  moat  decidedly  against  their  ev- 
ployment  in  any  caaes,  as  their  use  haa  been  followed 
by  seyere  initative  fever,  phlebitia,  Sec.  It  is  only  of 
late  years  that  galvanism  has  been  resoz:ted  to  m  the 
treatment  of  these  cases.  I  think  that  the  use  of  the 
platinum  wires  and  the  galvanic  battery,  is  prefieraUfl 
to  the  ligature,  and  for  these  reasons :— lst»  that  tbe 
painful  processes  of  strangulation  of  tlie  tumour,  aad 
its  subsequent  ulceration  are  avoided;  2nd«  that  ^ 
skin  ia  not  destroyed,  and  thus  the  defonnitiy  of  a  laiys 
cicatrix  ia  prevented. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  this  woman  was  not  entirely 
cured,  as  I  think  there  was  every  probability  she  wooU 
have  been  with  another  alight  operation. 
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CA8B8  ASMnrXD  VNDEB  TBB  CASS  OF  CHABLES  COTTON. 
ILD^  F.B.C.8^  SENIOR  SURGEON  TO  THE  HOSPITAL.* 


Sione  m  the  Bhdder^LUkotomy  iiceniy'deoen  moniht 
q/kr  "  c«re''t  by LUAoirify^Veaih,  iwmty-nventh 
day. 

William  Kemp,  asthmatic  and  infinn,  aged  67  jean, 
agricoltural  laboorer.  Admitted  Jan.  24(li,  1851. 
Conreyed  to  the  hospital,  a  distance  of  tn  milea»  in  a 
Tery  hopeless  condition,  in  order  to  seek  relief  for 
snfferings  referred  to  the  genital  organs,  which  the 
irierids  of  the  patient  describe  as  bdng  befond  ftirther 
endnranee.  On  admission,  the  old  man,  pinched  with 
cold,  and  fatigued  by  his  journey,  was  found  to  be 
greatly  emaciated,  half  diildish,  and  extremely  feeble; 
and  on  bdng  stripped  of  his  dothes  and  placed  in  a 
warm  bed,  sereral  livid  and  abraded  patches  became 
apparent  npon  the  biees,  shins,  and  fbet,  said  to  bo 
the  effects  of  chilblahis  and  scordiing.  He  stated  ttiat 
he  was  a  patient  of  the  hospital  abont  three  years  ago, 
when  he  had  a  stone  cmshed,  and  that  on  retoming 
home  he  continued  very  well  for  sereral  months,  when 
his  water  began  again  occasionally  to  stop,  and  pass 
with  ^fficolty;  and  that,  although  the  symptoms 
graduaUy  became  worse,  he  would  not  consent  to  apply 
agun  at  the  hospital,  because  he  was  so  old  and  aSttng. 
Wishes  now  to  be  relieved  of  hSa  misery.  Says  he 
makes  water  loaded  with  matter,  fluently,  and  in 
small  quantities ;  and  with  sudi  dreadful  paifai,  that  he 
has  long  accustomed  himself  to  the  taking  of  as  many 
as  fire  and  six  pea-sized  opium  pills,  during  the  day 
and  night.  Ordered  full  diet  and  gin,  together  with  Ins 
usual  allowance  of  opium. 

January  28th.-- Frequent  and  painfbl  mictniition; 
urine  pale-coloured,  alkaline,  and  depositing  mucoufl 
and  phosphatic  matter  in  large  quantity.  Bladd^ 
explored  with  the  sound,  and  calculus  at  once  detected. 
Prefers  porter  or  wine  to  gin.  To  have  a  mixture  of 
muriated  tincture  of  iron,  henbane,  and  bucnu. 

February  Ist. — ^Patient  extremely  weak,  and  unable 
to  sit  up  any  length  of  time ;  and  in  spite  of  tb»  influ- 
ence of  his  opiate,  wandering  about  the  ward  at  inter- 
vals during  the  night,  drowsy  and  drivelling,  disturbing 
the  nurses  and  inmates  with  his  wants  and  complainings. 

2nd.^€onsultation.  Aspect  of  the  case  desperate ; 
lithotomy  under  the  mfluenoe  of  cbiorofoRn  i^preved, 
as  a  dernier  retort,  and  with  a  view  to  aUeviate  suffer* 
ing.  The  irritation  and  pain  conaequent  on  the  introduc- 
tion of  an  instrument  into  the  bladder  rendered  tlie 
sounding  very  imperfect;  a  suspicion ,  however,  of 
tbe  existence  of  more  than  one  calculus  was  gensvally 
entertained. 

5th.— Chloroform  inhaled  with  marked  success,  and 
liliiotomy  by  lateral  section  performed;  the  cutting 
gorget  employed  in  the  usual  way,  and  the  operation 
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completed  without  difficUty.  Three  calculi  (trirple 
phosphates)  removed,  ead^  having  a  small  nudens  of 
oxalate  of  limci  and  weighieg—- one,  six  drachms  an  -  d 
ten  graioa;  a  second,  two  drachma  one  scruple;  a 
third,  two  drachms.  The  pattot  was  placed  in  bed, 
having  an  elastic  tube'  introduced,  when  a  slight  ooxing 
eodstingi  the  wound  was  iminediately  plugged,  to  prat 
vent,  as  much  as  possible,  any  loss  of  blood. 

Evening. — ^Tranquil  and  composed ;  no  hiemorrhage. 
About  three  houia  after  the  operation  it  waa  ascertained 
that  Che  patient  had  unobserved  withdrawn  the  elastic 
tube*  leaving  the  plug  within  the  wound* 

6(ii.— Comfortable  %nd  easy ;  says  he  shall  get  wefl 
and  be  up  to-morrow.  Plug,  by  the  side  of  which  the 
urine  dribbles  away,  removed. 

7th.— >Weak  and  wandering;  pulse  96,  small,  and 
feeble;  tongue  clean,  but  dryish  in  the  centre;  urine 
insses  freely  through  the  wound.  To  have  atrong 
broth,  ^g-fiip>  and  wine,  and  his  pill  of  opium  but 
three  times  a  day. 

8th. — Slightly  improved  in  every  way;  has  had 
pretty  good  sleep  since  two  a.m.,  and  wandered  much 
less;  tongue  dean  and  moist;  pulse  96,  somewhat 
stronger;  takea  readily  fluid  nourishment,  and  has 
eaten  an  egg;  sat  up  a  short  time  in  bed  in  the  morn- 
ing; was  at  first  sleepy  and  cloudy,  but  afterwards 
became  techy  and  irritable. 

9th. — ^Has  passed  part  of  his  urine  by  the  natural 
channel.    Aspect  of  the  case  generally  encouraging. 

10th.-— No  relapse  in  well  doing. 

llth.-^Sudden  drowsiness  and  Exhaustion  at  noon. 
Complains  of  the  wound  smarting.^R.  Spt.  Eth.  Sulph. 
Comp.,  dr.  iij.  {  Spt.  Ammon.  Arom.,  dr.  y. ;  Syr. 
Zinziber.,  oz.  ss. ;  Aq.  Cinnam.  ad.,  ox.  viij.  Ht.  ox.  j« 
quaque  secunda  vel.  tertia  horft. 

12th  and  13th. — Improved.      Eats  again  his  food.  . 

14th. — Another  relapse;  looks  haggard  and  dis- 
tressed ;  is  in  low  spirits,  and  has  refused  his  dinner ; 
says  he  shall  not  get  well,  or  live  more  than  four  or 
five  days.  Complains  of  considerable  smarting  firom 
the  urine  passing  at  the  seat  of  operation  ;  wound,  ash- 
coloured  and  sloughing.  An  elastic  catheter  intro- 
duced by  the  urethra  and  retained  in  the  bladder,  giving 
exit  to  about  three  ounces  of  urine.  Wound  dressed 
with  tincture  of  benzoin. 

15th. — Expresses  himself  better,  and  has  eaten 
heartily.  Withdrew  catheter  yesterday,  about  two 
hours  after  its  introduction,  and  the  water  passes  now 
"  both  ways"  without  inconvenience. 

19th. — Appears  in  every  way  improved ;   appetite 
pretty  good ;   perineal  wound  healing,  although  mine  * 
still  escapes  daring  micturition. 

21st. — listless  and  feeble;  nates  excoriated.  Mix- 
ture of  muriated  tincture  of  iron  given,  and  starch 
powder  applied.  Wound  to  be  dressed  with  balsam  of 
Peru, 

24th.— Gradually  becoming  weaker.  Appetite  dimin- 
ishing; tongue  brownish  and  dry. 

27th. — Hiccup  and  further  weakness. 

March  3rd. — Death  frobi  sheer  exhaustion. 

Post-mortem  faromi-ur/f on.— Beyond  a  thickening  of 
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tiie  coatB  of  the  bUddar,  and  ^  hn>ertopliied  condition 
of  tiie  kidneys,  notiiing  nniuaal  was  obeerved  about  the 
urinary  organs.  A  small  ilooghing  opening,  conwui- 
nicaling  with  the  niethrftf  remained  at  the  seat  of 
operation.  Hie  aorta  and  aortic  valres  were  n^uch 
degenerated  from  oi«fio  depoeition,  and  both  pleme, 
together  with  the  pericardium,  were  fonnd  generally, 
though  not  very  firmly,  adherent. 

OperstiTe  procedure  in  this  instance  was  resorted  to, 
after  much  deliberation,  with  great  unwillingness^  solely 
as  an  act  of  duty  and  humanity  towards  a  sufTenag 
IbUow  creature.  The  amount  of  relief  from  urinary 
distress,  and  the  improvement  in  the  state  of  the  patient 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  were  so  marked,  as  to  give 
hopes  of  a  successful  issue ;  death,  however,  ultimately 
took  place,  after  a  prolonged  struggle,  when  the  pott- 
mortem  examination  disclosed  the  existence,  premota  to 
the  operation,  of  an  advanced  state  of  mortal  disease 
and  decay. 

CTo  be  eondnaed.} 


^rnmMng0  nf  mMm. 

LIVERPOOL  MEDICO-ETHICAL  SOCIETY^ 

AN    ADDRESS 

Delivered  brfore  the  Liverpool  Medico-Ethieal  Society, 
at  their  last  General  Meeting. 

By  Thob.  Blackburn,  Eaa.)  Vics-Fresiosmt. 

Gemtlembn, — ^The  Council  of  the  Medico-Ethical 
Society  have  done  me  the  honour  to  request  that  I 
would  offer  to  your  attention  this  evening  a  few  general 
remarks  on  the  nature,  objects,  and  proceedings  of  the 
Institution ;  and  in  complying  with  their  request  I  must 
throw  myself  upon  your  candour  and  indulgence,  sen- 
sible that  I  am  addressing  gentlemen,  many  of  whom 
are  more  fully  acquainted  with  the  subject  than  myself. 
Possibly  there  may  be  some  present  who  have  not 
Aought  much  upon  the  subject,  whose  information 
concerning  it  is  scanty  or  erroneous,  and  whose  thoughts 
may  be  directed  to  a  more  thorough  inquiry  into  its 
importance  by  the  few  plain  remarks  with  which  I 
propose  to  trouble  you.  I  cannot  pursue  a  course 
more  likely  to  accomplish  the  purpose  I  have  in  view 
than  by  taking  up  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  found 
in  the  general  laws  of  the  Institution,  the  various 
oljects  of  the  Society,  and  endeavouring  to  explain  and 
illastrate  them  in  succession.  The  first  is  stated  to  be : — 

''  To  form  a  band  of  union  amongst  the  members  of 
tiie  profession,  and  a  medium  through  which  their 
opinions  can  easily  be  ascertained  and  expressed." 

It  has  been  said  of  poets  and  artists  that  they  are 
femes  trritabilef  and  I  fear  the  same  diaracter  applies  in 
some  degree  to  the  members  of  our  own  noble  and 
benevolent  profession.  How  very  prone  are  we  to 
jealousies,  estrangements,  and  misunderstandings  among 


ourselves,  which  aot  only  ii^nre  tiie  uidiriditils  irho 
,giTiB  way  to  them,  hut  bring  a  disaedit  on  the  pniMnm 
itself,  snd  lower  it  in  the  estimation  of  the  paUic 
Now,  no  means  of  preventing  such  fiBeUngBfromsrinig, 
or  at  any  rate  from,  dispfa^ing  themsdves,  csn  be  man 
effectual  than  mutual  and  ooafidential  oo-operatioiL  in 
the  attainment  of  ol]jects  interesting  alike  to  OS  sIL  A 
huge  proportion  of  the  diflbreDoes  and  contmtioM 
which  arise,  are  t2»e  result  of  imperfect  or  inoonsd 
'  infohnatioii  as  to  the  canduct  of  the  contending  psftia, 
and  require  only  the  opportunity  of  mutosl  explsnitioa 
to  be  effectually  removed.    .  It  becomes  ihe  membca  ot 
a  profession,  having  for  its  great  purpose  the  rdief  oC 
human  suffsiing  and  the  preservation  of  health  indlife, 
to  cherish  towards  each  other  fiseUngs  of  oonfidenos  aod 
respect — ^to  cultivate  such  a  measure.of  friendly  mtec- 
course  aod  fellowship  in  their  pursuits  and  engsgemoDti, 
as  may  enable  them  to  present  to  the  public  ntthstfae 
at^earanoe  of  an  associated  phalanx,  lahouiag  hsr* 
moniously  in  the  service  of  humanity,  than  thit  of  s 
body  of  rival  trpdesmen  and  money-grubbers,  hafingno 
higher  aim  than,  to  enrich  themselves.     ItisendeBt 
tet  a  society  of  this  nature,  having  &r  its  ipedfie 
purposes  the  promotion  of  union  and  cordiality  in  tbs 
profession — the  corractian  of  those  evils  and  irrqpililip 
ties  which  interlere  with  right  feeling  and  the  nsisls- 
oaaoe  of  those  mlea  and   regulations  of  pnposly, 
courtesy,  and  decorum,  which  are  so  essential  i&  tbe 
intercourse  of  men  engaged  in  the  same  piinoiti,SBd 
frequently  In  danger  of  coming  in  contact  with  cmIl 
otheiv-must  have  greater  tendency  to  seeors  saited 
action,  than  associations  merely  for  the  prosBotion  of 
proftwiional   improvement.     In   this   association  the 
cultivation  of  right  feelings  towarda  each  other,  and 
thjB.  hinderance  or  removal  of  evorjrtfaxng  inconsirtfrt 
with  it,  is  one  of  the  endorsed  purposes  of  sll  osr 
proceedings,  and  the  very  existence  of  a  sodsty,  te 
such  a  design  is  calulated  to  fix  the  attention  of  tin 
mind  upon,  it,  and  thus  to  secure  just  apprehennoBSflf 
itp  importance  and-  value.     Oligects  so  truly  deiinble 
aa.these,  however,,  oan  never  be  achievedr-to  suchas 
extent  find  on  suqh  a   scale  as  shall   prodaoe  aij 
decidedly  fiavourable  impression  on  the  public  mind, « 
render  any  really  avaiUible  service  to  the  great  body  of 
the  prpfession,  unless  a  much  larger  proportion  of  tiw 
practitioners  oC  the  town  and  neighbourhood  units  wlk 
the  Society  than  have  hitherto  done  so.     If  the  pro- 
ceedings of  .  this  meeting  should ,  have  the  eflb^  af 
securing. a  large  additipn  to  our  membership,  sad  a 
moce  active  co-operation  amongst  us  for   ih^  pn- 
motion  of  our  obje<^»  we  shall  have  wasaA  oocaaoa 
to  rejoice. 

No-man  can  have  bden  resident  for  any  length  ef 
tune  in  liverpool,  and  observant  of  what  was 
around  him,  without  perceiving  the  great  i 
— ^indeed  the  positive  injury— that  has  arisen  again  sad 
again,  from  the  want  of  some  precise  and  reoegniiad 
arrangement  amongst  us  for  calling  together  spos 
important  public  occasions  the  great  body  of  the  pro- 
fession. Now,  this  Association,  if  genesaUy  supportad, 
and  if  including  in  its  membership  a  large  praportion 
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-of  fliefMidentprectitionen  (as  it  certainly  oaght  to  do) 
II  'jut  tbe  Toy  thing  for  meetiDg  that  ezigeney  aadl 
tapplying  that  want.    It  has  passed  into  a  prorerb;-^ 
^'tiiat  what   IS   everybody's   business   is    nobody's 
IraiiDess/' — and  so  it  often  comes  to  pass  that  hnport- 
4Bit  oocssions  of  expressing  a  general  opinion  on  some 
-subject  specially  intererting  to  ns  all,  hatre  either  been 
lost,  or  so  madeqnately  ilnprovedy  as  to  do  injury  rather 
Aan  goodi    On  such  occasions  erery  man  wishes  that 
we  slMrald  meet,  bat  no  one  lilcea  to  assume  the  import- 
ance wliidi  appears  to  be  involved  in  being  tlie  leader 
"Co  oJl  a  meeting;    and  thns,  between  the  spnrlons 
modesty  of  some,  and  tiie  idle  jeslOnsy  of  others, 
notiiiBg  is   eflfectiially   done.     Now,  an  association, 
lisviag  for  one  of  its  specific  objects  to  seone  the 
assemblbg  together  of  Its  own  members  on  sll  im- 
pottmt  oooadons,  removes  the  diAenlty.    Itsconndl 
and  office-bearers  are  only  ^scharging  a  duty  devolved 
upon  tliem  by  thehr  constituency  in  summoning  such  a 
meeting,  and  bringing  before  them  in  a  formal  and 
•disiinct  manner  the  business  to  be  considered ;   and  if 
'the  invitation  to  such  a  gathering  should  be  extended 
beyond  the  membership  of  the  Society,  and  the  whole 
profession  be  urged  to  attend,  no  charge  of  presump- 
tion or  undue  forwardness  can  possibly  be  brought 
-ag^nit  them.    At  the  present  time,  when  schemes  €X 
medieal  nform  are  engagmg  so  much  attention ; — when 
divars  plans  fbr  education,  and  for  eflfocttng  organisa- 
tions to  ailbtd  rdief  to  indigent  men  in  sickness,  and 
'to  their  (hmilies  after  their  death; — and  when  the  rules 
■and   arrangements   in   reference  to  our    profession, 
-adopted  by  the  Poot-Lbw  Commissioners  and  Boards 
^  Goardiaas  are  so  materially  affecting  the  position  of 
nambers,    the  absolute  necessity  of  affording  to  tbe 
^members  o^  the  profession  the  means  of  consnItatioB, 
co-operation,  and  the  expression  of  united  opinion 
cannot  be  too  strongly  enforced.    We  do  not  do  justice 
*to  ourselves  aa  a  portion  of  the  great  national  fiunily; 
•  entitled  to  be  heard  and  attended  to,  and  well  able  to' 
give    opinions   which  may   influence    nationally  tlto 
dedaUms  of  the  LegisUture ;  nnd  we  fail  to  discharge  an 
important  dnty  to  sodety,  and  espedally  to  tiie  poo^, 
when  we  remain  altogether  silent  on  those  matters  in 
.which  Legislators  are  peiliaps  too  willfaig  to  interfere, 
tmd  of  which  our  position  and  means  of  observation  and 
knowledge  eminently  qualify  us  to  judge.      Union, 
-tiierefore,  for  mutual  support,  mutual  defence,   and 
xnntoal  asostanoe,  is  the  main  object  of  this  Associa- 
'feion.    Hacve  we  not  reason  to  acknowledge  that  there 
is  nmongst  ns  generally  a  want  of  tliat  etprU  de  coip9 
whidi  the  dignified  character  of  our  profession,  and  the 
-noble  objects  to  which  we  are  devoted  ought  to  inspire  ? 
Jjet  ns  learn  to  cherish  a  high  estimation  of  the  purbuits 
in  which  we  are  engaged,   and  whose  great  design  it  is 
to  diminish  the  amount  of  misery  that  prevails  around 
ns — to  extend  the  boundaries  of  knowledge  on  that 
UKMt  interesting  question — ^by  what  means  heftlth  may 
l>e  preserved,  or  best  restored.     And  let  us  learn  to 
regard  each  other  as  fellow-labourers  in  the  cause  of 
iiiunanity  and  benevolence— -an  esprit  de  cerpe  founded 
^n  sach  principles  and  directed  to  such  objects— while 


it  wU!  tend  to  mainiain  peace  and  good  will,  and 
"mutual  respect  amongst  'ourselves,  vrill  be  in  no  danger 
Of  running  into  sdfishnesB  or  excess. 

The  cultivation  of  this  spirit  of  union  and  mutual 
respect,  win  be  the  most  effectual  way  of  advancing  the 
general  and  social  interests  of  the  profession.  Very 
much  in  proportion  to  the  respect  and  estimation  in 
wMdiwe  hold  eadi  other,  will  be  the  respect  and  esti- 
nation  which  the  public  will  accord  to  us.  A  generous 
spirit  in  recognising  each  other^s  merits,  and  a  ready  and 
dieerfal  acknowledgment  of  each  other's  attainmenta 
and  talents ;  the  cultivation  of  such  a  feeling  towards 
eadk  other  as  shall  show^that  to  commend  and  improve 
is  our  delight,  and  that  censure  is  ever  painful  to  us, 
and  never  indulged  but  firom  a  sense  of  duty,  cannot 
fail  to  advance  the  social  interests  of  the  professbn  at 
krge.  Nothing  can  permanently  advance  the  interest, 
either  of  Individuals  or  bodies  of  men,  but  genuine 
worth  of  character.  Such  an  association  as  this  has  a 
direct  tendency  to  promote  moral  worth  and  sterling 
integrity,  by  frowning  upon  and  discouragmg  whatever  is 
hollow,  mean,  tricky,  and  insecure;  and  by  giving  honour 
to  the  etndghtforward,  the  manly,  and  the  genuine* 
The  very  feet  of  uniting  togetiier  for  such  purposes  we 
have  in  view  in  this  Association,  is  calculated  to  promote 
the  attahnment  of  our  aim.  Hie  man  who  has  joined 
himself  voluntarily  to  a  society  having  in  Tiew  the  pro- 
motion of  honouraUe  and  gentlemanly  conduct  in  his 
profession,  both  towards  his  brethren  and  the  public, 
must  be  made  of  strange  stuff  if  the  very  drcomstance 
of  his  having  done  so  does  not  fi[ive  an  additional 
impulse  to  his  own  exertions  in  guarding  against  every 
temptation  to  go  wrong.  If  we  really  wish  that  the 
noble  profession  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  the 
history  of  which  is  illustrated  by  the  names  of  some  of 
the  most  cdebrated  philosophers  and  philanthropiBta 
of  which  the  world  can  boast,  should  be  justly  estimated 
by  the  public,  let  us  carefoDy  avoid  a  jealous  spirit 
towards  each  other,  let  detraction  nevor  be  heard  from 
our  Bps,  let  us  dwell  on  the  good  and  the  excellent, 
and  throw  the  mantle  of  a  generous  oblivion  on  the 
fkults  and  Mings  €X  our  bretiiren. 

If  the  maxim  be  true  that — "  As  a  man  thinketh  in 
his  heart  so  is  he,"  the  cultivation  of  the  generous 
Spirit  on  which  I  have  been  dwelling,  will  render  it  a 
very  easy  matter  to  promote  fair  and  honourable 
practice,  and  to  decide  on  questions  of  professional 
usage  and  courtesy.  Unfeir  and  dishonourable  practice 
and  violations  of  professional  usage  and  courtesy,  are 
very  rarely  the  result  of  mere  ignorance  or  inadvertency. 
I  do  not  say  they  are  never  to  be  traced  to  that  course, 
but  such  instances  are  rare ;  and  it  is  to  such  instances, 
I  humbly  apprehend,  that  the  useful  interference  of  the 
Sodety  is  limited.  There  may  be  occasions  where  errors 
are  committed  fh)m  sheer  (lioughtiessness  or  ignorance, 
and  where  the  interposition  of  the  Society  to  warn  and 
instruct  in  the  right  way  may  be  productive  of  much 
good.  No  man,  however,  will  permanently  act  an 
honourable  part  who  is  not  possessed  of  honourable 
feelings  and  upright  principles.  If  there  be  not  an 
internal  perception  of  the  .right  and  the  beautiful  in 
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conduct,  mere  ndee  and  regTilationf»  bowerer  exoelleot 
in  tbemeelvet,  are  ntteriy  powerlew. 

IliCMe  matters  indnded  in  the  tenna  profesrional 
wage  and  comrteay,  and  wbich  may  be  denominated  the ' 
polite  morale  of  oor  intercourse  with  each  other,  hare 
thefa:  foundation  in  the  due  regard  to  propriety,  and 
the  joat  attention  to  the  feelings  of  others  which  in 
general  society  is  designated  by  the  term  politeness. 
Where  men,  baring  confidence  in  each  other,  are 
associated  in  attendance,  or  brought  in  any  way  into 
connection,  a  very  formal  and  ponctilioaa  attention  to 
each  matters  is  often  by  mntoal  consent  dispensed  with. 
As  a  general  rule,  howerer,  tt»  observance  of  them. is 
safbt  and  best  They  are  not  mere  conTentional 
amngements,  of  no  intrinsic  valoe  or  utility,  bnt«n 
the  contrary,  they  arise  out  of  the  nature  of  things,  and 
hsre  acquired  the  character  of  usages  and  laws,  because 
they  have  been  found  by  long  experience  conducive  to 
the  advantage  of  aU  concerned— ^e  patients  'and 
friends  as  well  as  the  attendant  practitionen. 

As  union  is  strength,  and  as  by  combined  action 
strength  is  congre^ted  as  well  as  displayed,  it  becomes 
important  that  the  means  of  correspondence  and  com- 
munication  between  professional  men  throughout  the 
kingdom,  in  reference  to  medical  interests,  should  be 
provided  J  and  I  know  no  method  by  which  that  object 
can  be  secured  so  eflfectoally  as  by  societies  similar  to 
this.  If,  in  every  large  town,  on  association  of  this 
kind  existed,  and  was  in  active  operation,  how  com- 
paratively easy  would  it  be  to  elicit  an  expression  of 
.general  opinion  on  any  subject  affecting  the  well-being 
of  the  profession.  The  moral  influenoe  of  such  a  union 
could  not  fail  to  exert  great  power  in  the  prevention  of 
abuses,  and  the  correction  of  evils.  The  modes  of 
appointing  medical  men  to  public  institutions  and 
situations  are  worthy  of  much  consideration,  and  it  is 
not  too  much  to  say,  capable  of  improvement.  Without 
presumirig  to  give  any  positive  opinion  on  such 
questions,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  they 
are  deserving  of  the  most  careful  and  candid  attention, 
both  on  the  part  of  the  public  and  the  profession ;  that 
hitherto  they  have  been  very  much  left  to  chance  or 
caprice,  and  have  never  yet  received  that  systematic  and 
careful  examination  in  aU  their  bearings  on  the  inter^ts 
of  science  and  humanity  to  which  they  are  eminently 
entitled.  They  constitute  an  important  portion  of  the 
ethics  of  the  profession,  and  demand  and  will  reward 
the  careful  study  and  investigation  of  the  most  powerful 
minds  among  us.  There  does  not  appear  to  me  any 
way  so  likely  to  bring  the  talent  and  intellect  and 
research  of  the  profession  to  bear  effectually  on  such 
subjects,  as  the  formation  and  combined  action  of 
societies  of  this  nature. 

There  is  a  great  diversity  of  opinion  on  the  subject 
of  medical  polity— on  the  duty  of  the  legislature  in 
reference  to  our  profession—- but  we  shall  all,  I  think, 
agree  thus  fer,  that  if  the  Legidature  is  to  interfere  with 
us  at  all,  it  is  our  duty  to  give  an  anxious  attention  to 
its  proceedings,  and  to  take  care  that  the  interests  of  the 
profession  and  the  public  are  not  sacrificed  by  injudicious 
meddling.    This  is  neither  the  place  nor  the  time  for 


entering  at  lengtii  into  the  examination  of  anypartieiilsr 
scheme  or  bill  for  what  is  called  mescal  refiorm.  I 
advert  to  the  subject  merely  for  the  sake  of  remarking 
tiiat  the  present  state  of  affeirs  in  this  respect  is  such  as 
to  render  it  more  than  usually  desirable  that  them 
should  be  in  existence  some  regularly  orgamxed  body, 
duly  authorised,  to  watch  the  course  of  events,  and  to 
be  on  tbe  alert  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  medicsl 
man  to  any  proposals  or  plans  that  may  be  brought 
forward.  lUs  is  one  recommendation  of  societieB  soeh 
as  the  one  whose  iitferests  we  are  asaemblfid  tp  pH>> 
mote,  and  should  induce  every  man  who  frishea  well  to 
his  profession  to  sweU  its  ranks. 

J  have  thus,  gentlemen,  Tcry  hastily  and  canorily 
run  over  the  various  objeela,  fer  the  accompKshmunt  of 
which,  this  association  exists ;  and  in  doing  ao  I  hsae 
naturally  been  led  to  state  the  reasons  which  appear  to 
me  to  entitle  it  to  the  support  of  the  profeaafam  at 
large.  A  society  which  proposes  to  conatitnte  n  bond 
of  union  amongst  the  members  of  the  profiessioQ,  and  a 
medium  through  wUch  their  opinidns  may  be  easily 
ascertained  and  expressed,  which  aims  at  advaticing  the 
general  and  social  interest  of  the  faculty,  to  promote 
feir  and  honourable  practice,  to  decide  on  questions  of 
usage  and  courtesy,  to  co-operate  with  similar  in 
tions  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  on  all 
affecting  medical  interests,  is  surely  deserving  of 
support,  and  not  only  well  calculated  to  effect  puiposea 
of  great  value  and  utility,  but  is  in  many  points  of 
view  absolutely  necessary  if  we  intend  to  disdiarge 
aright  the  duties  we  owe  to  ourselves  and  the  public. 
I  recognise  no  distinction  between  the  interest  of  the 
profession  and  the  interest  of  the  public  I  believe 
them  to  be  identical.  The  higher  we  ralae  o«r  own 
standard  of  attainment  and  morals,  the  moreeflfectnsSy 
shall  we  promote  the  general  weal. 


(Tnmsjniidrttrj* 
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DR.  MEREI  ON  TYPHUS  FEVER. 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Saargied 
Journal, 

Siii,«-In  your  last  number  I  find  Dr.  Ogier  Ward's 
letter  concerning  typhoid  fipYer ;  and  beg  to  reply  that  I 
will  not  fell,  in  its  place,  to  pay  due  wmsidwtioa  to 
the  interesting  remarks  it  contains. 

Typhos,,  I  have  found — or  I  might  perhaps  say,  ooo- 
tinuous  fever,  with  the  asthenic  charactei^— various  in 
form  and  intensity,  in  various  epidemics.  I  know  not 
of  any  town  where  the  abdominal  form,  of  which  the 
structural  pathology  has  been  so  well  defined  by 
Rokitansky,  was  more  endemic  and  vehement  tiian  it 
was  at  Vienna  many  years  ago.  Still,  even  there,  in 
some  epidemics,  a  form  was  observed,  whidi,  for  &- 
tinction,  some  have  called  cerebral  typhus.  As  to 
children,  my  experience  comes  very  near  that  of  Dn. 
Rilliet  and  Barthez.  Besides  the  well  diameterised 
typhus,  I  have  seen  cases  of  severe  continiied  fcvcr» 
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-with  or  without  diairhoea,  with  a  fatal  end  in  a  few 
daysy  and  no  typhoid  ulcerations  in  the  intestines, 
which,  perhaps,  might  have  been  developed,  however,  if 
those  tender  patients  had  resisted  the  disease  a  longer 
time. 

Conoeming  the  hypersthenic  and  asthenic  stages  of 
continued  fever,  describe^  in  my  last  lectures,  it  is 
obvious,  of  course,  that  I  do  not  consider  them  as 
tpeeiet  of  fever ;  I  only  described  in  them  real  objective 
featnres,  with*  some  correspondent  indications  and 
msnsgement,  as  they  occur  sometimes,  and  destroy  life, 
beftnre  a  satisfiietory,  dear,  specific  diaracter  could 
Iw  developed. 

I  beg,  at  the  same  time,  to  TCttan  my  sincere  thanks, 
far  flie  Editorial  remarks  concermng  my  lectures.  I 
couia  not  have  laid  to  any  one  tbat  I  was  wittmg  to 
publish  a  sepamte  work;  for  I  siacorely  confess that»  as 
yat,  I  do  not  even  IM  the  suitable  dispoeitioa  of.  mind 
to  do  eo.  I  only  think  I  shall»  by-aod*by,  ie«issue, 
in  one  Tolume*  certain  sections  of  the  lectures  you 
have  the  kindness  to  publish,  with  some  corrections 
and  supplements,  wliich  are  very  much  required  for  their 
better  coinj>rehension ;  because  the  difficulties  I  had  with 
ihe  language  its^  caused  very  considerable  faults  in 
the  first  six  or  seven  lectures,  causing  me  in  some 
places  to  write  just  the  reverse  of  what  I  wished  to 
say.  Tn  the  series  which  are  going  on  fust  now,  I 
hope  I  have  been  able  to  avoid  such  great  mistakes. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  MEREI. 

[We  were  informed  by  a  friend  of  Dr.  Merei  of  his 
intentions,  and  requested  to  announce  the  fact.  We 
regret  that  the  announcement  was  premature. — Ed.  J.j 


MR.   PAUL   ON  OUR  REMARKS  UPON  HIS 
CASE  OF  SCIRRHOUS  PYLORUS. 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgcal 
Jotemal, 

Sib,— You  have  either  mistaken  the  facts,  or  my 
language  has  misled  you,  in  Higginson's  case,  reported 
by  me  in  your  last,  and  commented  upon  by  yourself. 
Ttoto.  the  phalanx  of  drugs  detailed,  my  treatment  was, 
as  yon  may  guess,  tout'O-ftHt,  gastric,  regardless  of 
liver.  I  ruspected  the  pylorus  all  through ;  yet.  in  the 
ftce  of  anthorities,  both  University  and  oppidan,  so 
cmiiip<»teiit,  I  confess  I  did  lose  somewhat  of  sdf- 
oomMmno^.  Farre's  or  Bright's  was,  I  ooneladed,  the 
dieeaee,  if  any,  of  the  liver.  And  we  know  that  people 
live  long  enough  with  audi  a  state  of  things.  The  head 
smd  firont  of  hia  symptoms  were,  ohetinate  vomiting, 
pre-eziatont  tympanitis,  partial  dropsy,  and  inftenae 
noctnznal  pain. 

With  the  infirmary  staff,  medical  and  suT][^cal,  I  did 
not  have  in  this,  nor  do  I  have  in  otiwr  cases,  any  com* 
mnnication,  save  m  one  recently,  which  I  may  possibly 
bring  before  your  readers,  as  an  instance  of  surgery's 
triumph.  All  my  information  was  from  the  man  him- 
self, and  after  his  death  from  his  widow.  ''  They  all,'' 
aaid  he,  "  told  me  my  disease  was  the  liver  and  the 
dropsy." 
3Ir.  Briacoe  does  not  prescribe  save  in  a  physician's 


abaeoce  or  in*emeigenoiei.  To  him,  on  the  day  of  the 
j^t^mortem  I  vrrote,  as  in  courtesy  I  should,  offering 
to  show  him  the  morbid  spedmen  efe  I  immersedit  in 
spiat.  That  was  upon  the  7th.  The  12th  is  the  date 
of  my  report ;  and  on  the  30th  ultimo  Mr.  B.  honoured 
me  with  a  visit.  He  then  told  me  **  that  a  tumour  was 
thought  to  be  pressing  upon  the  porta." 

And  this  leads  me,  in  conclusion,  to  a  fact— incredible, 
no  doubt,  it  will  be  to  yourself  and  your  readers— viz., 
that  a  law  exists  in  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  to  the  effect 
that  the  staff,  medical  and  surgical,  are  not  to  divulge 
to  their  unattached  cotrfr&ee  theur  treatment  of  intern 
patients.  Nor,  by  the  same  law,  are  we  permitted  to 
witness  operations.  Wilf  it  be  credited,  Shr,  that 
in  tut  eentury— the  nineteenth— K>f  universal  onward 
sdeneea,  those  of  medicine  and  aurgery,  in  tlua  seat  of 
leanoing,  should  be  swayed  by  old  Solon's  law—'*  What 
is  said  or  dene.  Sir,  within  these  walls*  passes  not  out 
through  yonder  door."  What  will  our  Assodates, 
yourself  among  them,  who  flocked  here  from  ftr  and 
near,  think  of  this,  when  they  recal  to  mind  aU  yon 
and  they  saw  and  heard  under  the  noble  dome  of 
another  of  Oxford's  l^ddiffe  Memorials.'  In  my 
entrie  upon  Oxford  pratice  I  observed  a  shyness  in 
talking  upon  infirmary  cases;  coming  as  I  did  from 
ttondon  practice,  it  then  excited  my  evrpriee,  but  now 
it  only  does  my  pity. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

ANDREW  PAUL. 
September  20,  1852. 

[It  is  a  pity  that  Mr.  Paul  should  place  such  reliance  . 
upon  the  reports  of  his  non-medical  patients  as  to 
make  statements  of  the  existence  of  disease  founded 
upon  them.  Nothing  is  so  likely  to  lead  to  error  in 
judging  of  our  fellow- practitioners  ;  and  had  we  known 
that  there  wab  no  other  fimndation,  we  should  not  have 
inserted  that  portion  of  Mr.  Paul's  letter. — En.  J.] 


GERMANY. 
Apputatien  qf  the  Cervix  Uteri. 

The  following  has  been  abridged  from   FrankeU 
Handw5rterbuch  der  Frauerhronkheiten  :— 

The  position  of  the  patient  for  this  operation  is  the 
same  as  that  adopted  in  lithotomy.  A  bivalve  speculum 
is  to  be  introduced  into  the  vagina,  and  then  opened 
by  pressure  upon  the  handles.  The  advantage  of  this 
Idnd  of  speculum  is,  that  it  surrounds  the  tumour  better, 
readies  completely  the  upper  portion  of  the  vagina,  and  "^ 
removes  the  circular  folds  which  must  otherwise  obscure 
the  mouth  of  the  uterus.  The  cervix  uteri  is  then  to 
be  cleaned  with  a  sponge,  or  bits  of  charpie,  or  by 
an  injection.  A  pair  of  Museux's  forceps,  with  long 
blades,  is  to  be  introduced  closed  into  the  speculum, 
opened  at  the  cervix  uteri,  and  fastened  upon  it  as  high 
up  as  possible  before  and  behind ;  the  branches  are  then 
to  be  pressed  together,  that  the  teeth  may  enter  as  deep 
as  possible,  so  as  to  secure  the  deeper  as  well  as  the 
superficial  structures.  By  moderate,  slow,  and  con- 
tinued traction,  the  vaginal  portion  of  the  uterus  is  to 
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"be  brought  down  with  the  hooks  to  the  ▼ulva.  These 
tnu^ons  moat  be  made  gradii4lly,  and  ia  the  azit  of  ^ 
pdvis.  In  order,  however,  that  the  nteros  may  be.the 
better  brought  down  and  secared,  and  that  every  part 
of  the  08  nteri  may  form  an.  eqnal  projection,  the 
operator  may  place  another  hook  either  before  or 
behind,  or  diagonally  through  the  diameter  of  the 
vaginal  portion,  according  as  the  fint  hooks  were  placed. 
Traction  is  made  by  all  the  hooka  together  £Dr  five 
minutes,  or  in  case  of  necessity,  for  a  quarter  of  an 
lionr,  until  the  uterus  is  sufficiently  drawn  forth.  .  1^ 
part  of  the  operation  is  the  most  painful  to  the  patient.. 
The  pain  and  difficulty  prooced  from  the  resistance  of 
ihe  ligaments.  The  forefinger  is  now  passed  up  ^  the 
circumference ^of  the  insertion  .of  the  vagina  to  the 
uterus,  which  is  recognised  by  a  kind  of  ring,  beyond 
which  an  empty  space  ia  felt.  Standing  at  the  left  of 
the  patient,  the  operator  gives  the  hooks  to  an  ep^e- 
lienced  assistant  placed  in  front  of  the  pelvis»  and 
careliilly  cleans  the  neck  of  the  uterus;  he  then  takes 
a  curved  knife,  cutting  by  its  concave  edge,  provided 
with  a  covering  of  linen  up  to  about  an  inch  from  its 
buttoned  extremity,  brings  the  edge  of  the  instram^nt, 
guided  by  the  forefinger  of  the  left  hand,  under  the  os 
uteri,  which  is  to  be  lifted  a  little  upwards  by  the 
assistant,  so  as  to  expose  more  completely  its  posterior- 
surface,  after  which  he  measures  with  this  finger,  the 
inner  surface  of  which  is  to  be  applied  to  the  patient, 
the  height  at  which  the  cut  is  to  be  made.  The  ^nife 
^  rests  upon  the  finger,  and  is  directed  by  it  as  it  is 
carried  on,  taking  it  for  a  point  of  support,  whilst  the 
assistant  lets  go  the  hook  by  degrees,  so  that  the  other 
points  of  the  cervix  are  by  turns  to  be  drawn  forth. 
The  incision  must  be  made  slowly,  and  by  short  cuts, 
so  that  the  labia  may  not  be  wounded,  no  unequal 
wound  be  made,  and  especially  that  the  unequal  pro- 
longation of  the  degeneration  does  not  give  occasion  to 
an  irregular  incision. 

If  the  neck  of  the  uterus  be  too  large  to  be  included 
within  a  speculum,  so  that  this  instrument  cannot  be 
used,  the  finger  must  be  introduced  into  the  vaglna» 
and  guided  by  it,  a  single  hpok  passed  into  the  cervix 
or  some  part  of  the  tumour  sufficiently  firm  to  hold  it. 

Sometimes  the  cervix  is  not  indeed  very  large,  but 
soft,  fimgoid,  and  bleeds  upon  the  slightest  tduch. 
Here  the  speculum  is  at  least  useless*  for  the  os  uteri 
would  be  shut  out  from  the  view  by  the  bleeding,  and 
no  washing  or  injection  would  prevent  it.  In  such  a 
case  it  b  better  to  apply  a  hook  to  the  cervix  uteri 
introduced  upon  the  forefinger  of  the  left  hand.  Yet 
it  might  be  possible  to  use  a  bivalvular  speculum,  by 
opening  it  carefully,  and  before  touching  the  tumour 
with  it,  so  letting  this  fall  in  between  tiie  blades,  and 
then  applying  the  hooks. 

If  the  vaginal  portion  of  the  uterus  is  too  soft,  and 
the  ulceration  has  already  made  considerable  progress, 
so  that  the  hooks  cannot  seize  any  sound,  or  sufficiently 
sound  part,  they  tear  the  tumour  during  traction,  and 
bring  away  a  portion  of  it  with  them.  It  is  then  often 
impossible  with  them  to  bring  down  the  neck  of  tiie 
uterus  out  of  the  vagina;  and  the  difficulty  will  be 


increased  if  there  be  want  of  Uudty  of  the  liganmtSy  if 
the  swelling  be  of  unusual  sice,  and  there  be  nannwnesr 
of  the  parts.  In  the  ktter  case  Udtanc  does  not 
hesitate  to  make  room  by  an  incision  in  the  pudenda*  in 
order  to  judge  of  the  extent  of  the  evil,  and  to  briag^ 
the  uterus  through  the  extenial  parts.  Should  it  not 
be  possible  to  draw  down  the  neck  of  the  utecnsr  the 
operation  must  be  performed  in  its  natural  sitostiiwi; 
for  it  would  be  attended  with  considecable  diffieotty  and 
danger  to  introduce  an  instnuncaait^  invented  bf  G«ilkm» 
through  the  oainto  the  cavity  of , the  uteraSf  which  takes 
hold  of  the  diseased  parts  ftom  within,  so  as  tf^  makft  the 
internal  surfitoe  of  tbfl  oigan  the  peint  of  mppatt  in 
dfawing  the  uterus  down.  Jt  ia  de^r  that,  with  aock 
an  instrument,  laceration  and  contusion  must  bo  oooa- 
sioned,  whiiQh  it  is  the  duty  of.  the  physician  to  avoid. 

It  )M  certainly  a  better  plan  to  intxodnoe  a  f^peonlaw^. 
indnde  the  tumour  within  its  blades,  and  then  oat  tUa 
off  with  an  instrument  This  maybe  dons»  either  wbk, 
Dopuytren's  knife,  or  with  one  of  two  iastnuDflnta 
invented  by  Hatin  and  Colombat,  which  cut  the  aamr 
nteri  in  a  circle.  Or  better  still,  with  a  pair  of  carved 
scissors,  espedally  recommended  by4*eal]in;  or  liis 
ateel  ring,  which  has  an  annular  edge«  and  is  futsmd 
upon  two  branches,  a  cross  bar,  or  a  wide  yielding  «irele^ 
because  parts  can  be  removed  by  them  which  mont  be 
left  by  almost  any  other  instrument.  It  is  to  be 
remarked  that  most  of  these  instruments,  whieh  wxm  all 
very  complicated  and  difficult  to  handle,  have  tiba  p«at 
objection  that  they  cut  off  the  diseased  paita  hy  a 
straight  incision,  whilst  the  disease  itsetf  haa  geDcnDy 
made  a  very  uneven  progress.  The  out  made  with 
them  almost  always,  in  one  part,  gnea  beyond  the  parts 
necessary  to  be  removed,  and  in  another  leaves  a  portioa 
of  the  cancer  behind.  The  simple  blunt  biatooiy.  fior 
one  who  is  tolerably  accustomed  to  use  it»  is  snlBfieat 
for  performing  the  operation.  It  is  to  be  canned  athcr 
upon  the  finger  or  through  the  ,q[»ecalum  to  the  oerris 
uteri.  Whichever  instrument  is  made  use  of*  the  rale 
.4d?raya  is  to .  remove  all  parts  that  are  affected  bj  tbe 
disease.  Lisfranc  had  the  idea  of  perferntii^  tiie 
operation  by  two  half-moon-shaped  incisions,  which 
^et  together,  their  great  diameter  being  ftom  htfkmt 
beckwards.  He  then  oat  out  a  conical  pieoe  in.  Ihe 
thickness  of  the  organ,  whose  apex  waa  above.  By 
this  plan  he  asserts  that  he  met  with  very  good  imrrm 
The  ill  consequences  wlueh  may  arise  from  the  opeaa- 
tion  are,  haemorrhage,  metritis,  and  peritonitis  aad 
various  nervoua  affections.  Haoaonfaago  ia  the  one 
most  to  be  feared;  yet  this  is  seldom  so  violent  aa  t» 
require  special  tnstment.  Even  when  it  does  ooear 
profusely  we  are  not  to  take  alasn  imwediataly,  iar  H 
empties  the  uterine  vees^,  and  prevents  i 
Should  it  meanwhile  be  really  too  proftiset  and  c 
too  long,  it  is  to  be  stayed  by  iajectiona  of  eoU  wateg 
and  vinegar,  or  by  a  small  hot  iron.  By  nsii^  tba 
speculum,  the  operator  will  be  able  to  discover  the  phm 
whence  the  blood  proceeds,  and  to  apply  the  eantei^  ia 
the  right  situation.  Should  these  means  luH,  tfbt 
tan^Km  may  lasfly  be  had  reoourae  to.  It  is  atUn, 
sufficient  to  introduce  the  tampon  into  the  voWa  and  a 
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IHde  wmj  into  tbe  TigfaiB.  After  a  jfew  hoortf  it  en&  be 
wiOidntwu,  and  the  bleeding  will  hate  oeaaed ;  but  if  it ' 
be  not  to,  a  fresh  one  is  to  be  applied.  Bntweshoald 
never  be  too  mnch  in  a  fanrry  to  stop  the  heemorrhage; 
for  if  stopped  too  quickly,  inflammation  may  be  tbo 
"eonseqvenee,  whereas  tins  is  preventad  by  an  oppodte 
eonrse.  When  the  /ofNtponhas  been  agsin  remoYed» 
inieefions  Into  the  tagina  are  to  be  made  use  of,  in 
order  to  vemore  the  ooagulatod  blood  and  s^ousand 
purulent  matter  eoUected  there. 

Inflammation  of  the  uterus  and  peritoneum  is,  upon 
the  whole,  less  to  be  expected  when  tiie  bleeding  has 
been  five.  Should  it  oeeur,  however,  it  is  to  be  treated 
In  tiM  same  mttuner  as  any  other  traumatie  inflamma- 
tion. If  the  uterus  be  especially  attacked,  small, 
frequently-repeated  bleedings  from  the  arm  are  to  be 
piraferred  to  local  bleedings.  In  inflammation  of  the 
peritoneum,  on  the  ofmtrary,  local  bleedings  from  the 
gn^  and  abdomen  are  the  most  advantageous. 

Shortly  after  the  operation,  T^aOier  sometimes  met 
with  veiy  severe  nervous  affections,  sudi  as  dyspnoea, ' 
convulsions,  vomitnig,  &e.  Still  thtise  accidents  aiie* 
always  only  sympathetic,  and  occasioned  by  the  oommo- 
^on  of  the  nerves  during  the  operation,  which  com- 
asuntottea  itself  to  other  nerves,  and  they  quickly 
leave  again  when  these  have  recovered.  Composing' 
smd  aatispasmo^  medicines  are  here  of  use. 

By  ampntatioR  of  the  cervix  uteri,  we  substitute  for 
an  unhealthy  and  disorganising  wound  a  simple  one  that 
may  heal.  The  dischaige  of  unhealthy  matter  stops  at 
once,  and  a  fluid  suppuration  is  set  up,  such  ss  .takes 
Xdaceinall  simple  wounds.  After  superficial  ulcera- 
tions, healing  rapidly  takes  place ;  after  the  amputation, 
it  does  not  go  on  so  quickly,  and  the  healing  shows 
itself  then  by  the  formation  of  a  cutide,  which  covers 
the  whole  wound,  and  requires  a  longer  time  m  order  to 
1>ecome  oigsnised. 

The  dcatrix,  subsequent  to  amputation  of  the  cervix 
uteri,  is  at  flnt  very  red,  then  it  becomes  white,  and 
Anally  assumes  the  colour  of  the  surrounding  structuH. 
This  cicatrix  may  obliterate  the  orifice  of  the  uterus,  qf  ^ 
which  Idsfranc  gives  an  example.  This  condition, 
however,  does  not  prevent  the  flow  of  the  menses,  but 
only  renders  their  escape  difficult,  producing  symptoms 
of  metritis.  The  menstrual  fluid  does  not,  therefore, 
<»Bect  in  the  uterus,  but  flowt  through  the  surface  of 
tlie  vagina.  This  obliteration  may  be  prevented  by  the 
frequent  introduction  of  the  sound  into  the  diminished 
orifice  of  the  uterus. 

In  this  way  the  healing  of  the  incision  is  accomplidied 
in  the  same  manner  as  m  other  simple  wounds.  If  pain 
and  a  tendency  to  inflammation  be  present,  the  healing 
trin  be  promoted  by  emollient  injections)  if,  on  the 
oontrary,  it  takes  pUice  too  slowly,  or  the  granulations 
sane  weak,  a  chlorine  lotion  will  be  useful;  if  the 
granukUions  arise  too  rapidly,  they  may  be  stopped  by 
nitrate  of  silver.  We  may  then  use  a  dressing  of 
charpie  spread  with  emollient  ointment,  or  soaked  in 
emollient  or  narcotic  decoction,  and  applied  by  means 
of  a  speculum  to  the  wound. 

Congettions  of  blood,  to  which  the  uterus  is  periodic- 


dly  subject  when  the  critical  period  is  not  passed,  eznrt 
'im  unfkTonrable  influence  upon  the  heaHng  of  the 
iround ;  and  when  they  are  considerablo,  and  the  organ 
has  a  tendency  to  inflame,  we  must  bleed  from  the  arm 
as  soon  as  signs  of  inflamniation  show  themselves,  and 
the  tiitae  tor  menstruation  approadies.  By  this  meana 
the  healing  will  be  accelerated. 

Dnring  the  first  period  after  the  operation  we  may 
find  the  wound,  to  our  oomfbrt,  pitting  on  a  healthy 
f^^pearsnoe  and  an  incUnation  to  heal.  Yet>  in  the. 
midst  of  the  most  ftivourable  expectations,  mterruptiona 
to  the  well-doing  of  the  patient  may  occur,  which  one 
di  incSined  to  attribute  to  tins  or  that  innocent  circum- 
statios^-slight  shiverings,  foUowed  by  feverish  symp- 
toflbs ;  loss  of  appetite,  or  some  difficulty  of  digestion  y 
passing  pain  in  the  wound.  The  discharge  becomes 
more  serous  and  somewhat  offensive.  On  examining 
'the  wound,  one  or  moreiU*looking  spots  are  discovered, 
#hi6li  contrsst  in  colour  with  the  red  of  the  neighbour, 
ing  structures.  These  points  are  soft,  and  one  fimdes 
they  arise-  firom  the  purulent  matter;  but  they  remain 
even  after  they  have  been  washed.  They  are  the 
cteimencefiient  of*  a  relapse.  They  make  rapid  pro- 
gress, and  soon  destroy  all  hope  of  a  cure.  We  must, 
hasten  to  apply  the  cautery  as  deeply  as  possible,  and. 
'  the  cauterization  must  be  fireqnentiy  repeated.  More- 
'  over,  the  part  must  be  dressed  with  the  chlorides,  with 
opiate  ointment,  or  with  salves  containing  extractum 
dcuise,  belladonna,  hyosciamus,  with  creasote,  or  Reca- 
mier's  tincture.  All  causes  whidi  can  be  unfttvourable- 
to  recovery  are  to  be  avoided ;  and  if  we  succeed  in 
putthig  a  stop  to  the  disease,  and  establishing  a  oom- 
pleto'cure,  the  same  watchftdness  is  to  be  continued  ta 
prevent  another  rdapse.  But  unfortunately,  in  most 
cases,  the  greatest  activity  and  drcumspection  can  do 
nothing  more.  The  disease  begins  its  course  sgain, 
affects  the  neighbouring  surfhoes,  spreads  to  the- 
adjoining  organs,  induces  hectic  fbver,  and  the  patient 
quickly  dies. 


%mms. 


JXkeumaiitm,  (hut,  and  Neuralffia,  a$  qffectmg  ike 
Head  <md  Mar,  wUk  Bemarki  on  aoMe  firm»  qf 
Headache,  in  eommHtn  wUh  Det^nete.  By  Wk.. 
Haavst,  Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Dispensary  for 
of  the  Ear,  etc.    Renshaw,  1852,  pp.  291. 


The  colmnns  of  tliis  journal  liave  already  con- 
taijaed  an  epitome  of  tlie  views  promidgated  by 
Mr.  Harvey  on  Aeiunatiflm  and  gout,  affecting 
the  kead  and  ear ;  in  the  work  now  before  us. 
ikst  epitome  is  enlarged  and  dwelt  upon,  the 
symptoms  displayed  at  greater  length,  the  treat- 
ment, both  constitutional  and  local,  as  connected 
with  all  the  varieties  of  the  disease,  and  their 
sequelae  is  clearly  laid  down*  uxd  the  conse-^ 
quenoes  of  neglect  in  these  hitherto  almost 
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unknown  foams  of  diaeive,  are  Mrly  and  properly 
pointed  out.  Tlie  diagnosis  is  also  demonstrated 
between  the  rheumatic,  gonty,  and  nenralgio 
forms  of  otalgia  disease ;  and  upon  all  these 
points  the  author  has  evidently  bestowed  some 
pains.  Aa  drawing  professional  attention  to 
«ome  forms  of  disease  not  hitherto  included  in 
the  catalogue  of  the  "ills  to  which  flesh  is  heir," 
the  work  now  imder  our  notice  is  deserring  a 
oareful  perusal. 


^raniifftiil  Mitttl  k  $vx%m\  %um\. 


WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  29,  1852. 

We  earnestly  call  the  attention  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  ProTincial  Medical  and  Surgioal 
Association  to  the  annexed  address  of  Dr. 
OowAN,  and  also  to  the  letters  of  Dr.  Fobbbs 
and  Mr.  Dayman,  which,  as  expressing  the 
various  opinions  of  parties  who  have  taken  an 
interest  in  our  periodical  literature,  are  entitled 
to  their  attention  and  respect.  It  will  be  seen 
iihat  Dr.  Fobbes  (who  was  named  on  the  com- 
mittee, but  who  has  since  resigned)  differs  en- 
tirely from  these  gentlemen  in  his  idea  of  the 
-objects,  as  well  as  the  proper  composition,  of  the 
-Jov/mal  of  an  Association  like  our  own.  His 
opinion  is  undoubtedly  of  great  weight,  and  we 
-are  proud  to  observe,  is  in  accordance  with  our 
own  previously-expressed  views,  except  on  the 
subject  of  leading  articles,  upon  which  point  we 
are  almost  inclined  to  agree  with  him;  at  all 
events,  without  some  such  arrangement  as  that 
which  he  proposes,  they  wiU  never  be  generally 
acceptable ;  but  we  unhesitatingly  subscribe  to 
tile  assertion  of  Mr.  Daitman,  that  if  we  are  to 
have  such  leading  articles  as  shall  come  up  to 
the  standard  of  general  periodical  literature, 
ihey  cannot  be  the  product  of  one  brain,  and 
must  be  paid  for  at  a  high  price. 

As  the  experiment  is  to  be  tried  in  London, 
we  must  impress  upon  our  Associates,  that 
nnless  they  do  their  best  to  increase  the  funds 
by  obtaining  new  members,  as  suggested  by  Dr. 
OowAN,  the  Society  will  be  speedily  swamped 
by  a  load  of  debt,  which  otherwise,  as  we  have  on 
former  occasions  foretold,  will  be  the  inevitable 
result.  We  have  no  doubt  Dr.  Cowan  already 
finds  the  responsibility  greater  than  he  expected, 
and  that,  as  is  too  often  the  case,  the  estimated 


expenditure  does  not  correspond  with  the  actoal 
outlay  necessary.  This  is  pretty  clear,  from  the 
tone  of  his  present  address,  which  contrasts 
strangely  with  his  sanguine  anticipations,  as 
expressed  in  his  speech  at  Oxford.  Tor  the 
sake  of  the  Association,  however,  let  us  strire 
to  meet  the  expenditure,  and  if  the  produce 
should  turn  out  to  be  proportionally  good,  we 
are  quite  sure  that  it  will  be  hailed  with  satis* 
faction  by  every  member  at  our  next  anniversary. 

We  have  hitherto  abstained,  for  various  rea- 
sons,  from  offering  our  own  plan,  hut  as  we 
shall  not  long  have  the  opportunity,  we  may  as 
well  produce  it,  in  conjxmction  with  those  of  Dr. 
Cowan,  Dr.  Fobbbs,  and  Mr.  Dayman.  "We 
think,  then,  that  in  order  to  conduct  our  journal 
efficiently,  and  at  the  same  time  at  such  a  price 
as  to  come  within  the  income  of  the  Association, 
the  following  is  the  only  one  likely  to  produce  a 
successful  result.  The  greater  part  of  this  plan 
was  last  year  laid  by  us  before  the  Jovrwdr 
Committee,  but  as  it  was  then  thought  desirahie 
to  continue  the  "Transactions,"  it  was  not 
adopted  by  them : — 

1st.  We  would  have  an  Editor  appointed  who 
should  have  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  writing 
the  articles  composing  the  Journal^  but  should 
have  full  power  to  select  the  writers  of  tiiem, 
and,  where  necessary,  to  pay  for  them.  His  duty 
should  be,  to  obtain  the  foreign  articles,  the 
bibliographical  notices,  (which,  we  agree  with 
Dr.  Fobbbs,  should  be  analyses  rather  than 
reviews,)  Ac,  Ac.,  and  he  must  be  answerable 
for  them ;  the  sums  for  ttiese  to  be  actually  paid 
by  the  Treasurer,  or  some  other  responsihle 
party. 

2ndly.  The  Editor  should  have  a  regular 
establishment  of  compositors,  &c.,  at  the  sernce 
of  the  Association  only,  by  which  means  a  large 
saving  would  be  effected,  and  the  contiibntocB 
would  have  the  privilege  of  obtaining  extn 
copies  of  their  articles  at  the  mere  price  of  the 
paper  and  labour  required.  This  alone  would 
be  a  boon  sufficient  to  attract  many  who  now 
have  to  pay  a  considerable  sum  for  reprints. 

By  this  plan  we  are  quite  certain  that  a  weekly 
journal  of  thirty-two  pages  may  be  supplied  to 
every  member  of  the  Association,  stamped,  for 
£800  per  annum,  over  and  above  tbe  receipts  for 
advertisements ;  these  are  now  about  £200  a 
year,  and  would  probably,  with  good  manage- 
ment, and  a  weeMy  issue,  amount  to  £400,  hot 
which  we  only  calculate  at  £325.     In  addition, 
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therefore,  to  the  above  outlay  of  £800,  there 
would  be  only  the  Editor  and  contributors  to 
pay ;  and  we  know  full  well  that  foreign  intelli- 
gence, superior  to  any  which  has  ever  yet  been 
offered  to  the  public,  together  with  all  the 
contributions  necessary  to  form  a  first-rate  peri- 
odical, may  be  afforded  out  of  the  surplus  funds, 
without  entailing  any  risk,  or  crippling  the 
Association  by  debt.  To  this  consummation  we 
have  long  looked  forward,  but  we  have  been 
disappointed  in  our  hopes ;  and  we  have,  there- 
fore, as  an  anxious  fellow-labourer  in  the  Asso- 
ciation, only  to  lay  before  our  associates  the 
results  of  that  experience  which  we  have  gained 
in  their  service. 

We  do  not  positively  know  whether  the 
arrangements  of  the  Journal  Committee  are 
definitely  concluded  as  to  the  printer  and  pub- 
lisher, but  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
printers  and  publishers  of  the  "  London  Journal 
of  Medicine  "  are  to  be  the  favored  individuals. 
It  would  be  absurd,  of  course,  for  us  to  express 
any  opinion  as  to  the  literary  merits  of  that 
periodical ;  but  certainly,  in  point  of  price,  it 
was  not  a  very  good  specimen  of  London 
economy  \  and  we  are  afraid  that  its  total  failure, 
as  a  speculation,  is  no  argument  in  favour  of  our 
adoption  of  its  commercial  managers. 


7b    ih9   Member*  qf  the   Protmeial  Meiieel   and 
Swrffieal  Auodation, 

GxnTLEMBN, — It  giTcs  me  very  great  satisfaction  to 
be  at  length  in  a  position  to  direct  your  attention  to 
the  following  outline  of  publication  which  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Journal  Committee  i  but  I  need  scarody 
remind  you  that,  howerer  abstractedly  good  it  maf 
appear,  it  can  only  be  accomplished  by  extensive  com- 
bination, and  the  exertion  of  your  individual  interests 
and  energies  in  its  behalf. 

The  most  immediate  and  effective  assistance  in  your 
power  to  render,  is  the  obtaining  fresh  members  and 
forwarding  their  names  to  our  coUeagueand  Editor,  Dr. 
Cormack.  Be  encouraged  by  the  reflection  that  all 
delicacy  and  difficulty  in  canvassing  are  now  over,  as 
you  can  appeal  with  confidence  to  the  self-interest  of 
every  man,  having  more  than  a  compensation  to  offer 
for  the  sacrifice  you  wish  him  to  make. 

Circulars  will  be  forwarded  to  those  gentlemen  who 
will  kindly,  undertake  their  distribution ;  and  since 
heavy  responsibility  has  been  encountered,  and  no  small 
labour  expended  by  the  Committee  in  the  execution  of 
the  trust  you  have  confided  to  them,  you  will,  I  doubt 
not,  all  feel  honourably  bound  to  adopt  their  cause  as 
your  own,  and  to  do  your  utmost  to  raise  our  publica- 
tion to  that  degree  of  usefulness,  popularity,  and 
influence,  to  which,  if  heartily  and  honestly  supported, 
it  cannot  fail  to  attain. 


The  combining  tendency  and  convenlenoe  of  a  dieap 
and  really  good  and  independent  journal,  ike  property 
</  the  pnifetmn,  cannot  be  over  eatimated;  and  ita 
becoming,  as  we  trust  and  believe  it  will  become,  the^ 
chosen  vehicle  of  expression  to  a  very  large  proportion 
of  British  practitioners,  attaches  to  it  a  prospective 
interest  and  importance  which,  at  first  sight,  it  might 
not  seam  to  deaerve.  It  may  witii  perfect  truth  be 
asserted,  that  on  the  success  of  oar  journal  depends  the 
retrogression,  the  stagnancy,  or  the  prosperity  of  our 
Association ;  and  if  we  are  ever  permitted,  in  any 
adequate  extent,  to  carry  out  those  high  and  noble 
purposes  which  heralded  our  Institution,  and  still 
animate  our  founders,  a  consummation  so  desirable 
can  only  be  efficiently  realiaed  by  the  instrumentality  of 
a  vigorously  conducted  periodical  press. 

The  opportunity  for  ^ocessfutty  establishing  such  an 
agency  is  now  before  you,  and  with  yourselves,  and  not 
with  the  Committee,  rests  the  responsibility  of  fiulure. 
I  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  very  faithfully, 

CHARLES  COWAN. 

Reading,  20th  September,  1852. 


Addrees  qf  the  Journal  Committee, 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  Anmversary  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  held  at 
Oxford,  July  21st,  1852,  wiUi  full  powers  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  editing  and  publishing  the 
Jemmal  in  London,  avaa  tfaemselvet  of  the  earliest 
opportonity  of  submitting  to  the  members  the  following 
scheme  of  publication,  and  of  eamesUy  requesting  their 
active  co-operation  and  support. 

Of  the  great  superiority  of  such  a  periodical,  both  aa 
regards  economy  and  independence,  over  every  similar 
undertaking  of  a  merely  commercial  character,  there- 
cannot  be  any  reasonable  doubt ;  and  the  opportunity 
now  presented  to  the  profession  of  raising  the 'standard 
and  improving  the  tone  of  our  medical  periodical 
literature,  is  one  we  should  eagerly  embrace. 

The  Committee  are  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  the 
new  series  will  have  the  support  of  a  greaUy  augmented 
staff  of  London  and  Provincial  contributors,  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Jjondon  journal  qf  Medicine  having 
consented  to  withdraw  their  periodical  and  to  transfer 
their  influence  to  the  Journals  while  in  Dr.  Cormack 
they  have  found  an  Editor  whose  long  experience^ 
acknowledged  talents,  and  high  literary  qualifications^ 
eminentiy  fit  him  for  the  post. 

It  is  intended  that  the  new  Journal,  while  it  retains 
its  original  character  as  the  organ  of  the  Association, 
should  secure,  at  the  lowest  possible  expense,  all  those 
advantages  which  a  weekly  periodical  is  capable  of 
affording;  and  that  it  should,  by  presenting  a  faithful 
digest  of  medical  literature  and  science,  as  well  as  an 
attractive  summary  of  professional  news,  render  the 
purchase  of  any  other  periodical  a  matter  of  choice 
rather  than  of  necessity. 

The  contents  of  each  number  will  be  usually  classed 
under  the  following  principal  divisions  :— 

1. — Leading  articles. 

2.— Orig^al  communications. 
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3. — ^Biblioprapical  notioef •     (All  new  books  to  be 

noticed.) 
4.— Perifoopic   renew.      (Careliil   retroepecte  and 
niniinaries,  embndog  ererything  tbat  is  new 
and  important  in  all  the  British  and  Foreign 
Jonmals  of  Medidne.) 
Z. — ^Reports  of  societies.     (Falthfiil,  suooincty  and 

eariy.) 
6.— Association  news. 
7.— Topics  of  the  day. 
B.— Obitaary. 
9.— Appointments. 
10.— The  Editor's  letter  box. 
1 1 .— Advertisements. 

Hie  annual  snbacription  to  the  Association  is  one 
gninea,  which,  in  addition  to  the  supply  of  the  Journal 
'postage  free,  indndes  the  oth^  priTileges  of  member- 
■ship.  All  legally  qualified  members  of  the  medical 
piofeasion  (bemg  regular  practitioners)  are  eligible. 

The  necessary  information  may  be  obtained  by 
applying  to  the  General  Secretary,  James  P.  Sheppard, 
Esq.,  Worcester ;  to  any  of  the  Local  Honorary  Secre-, 
taries;  or  to  Dr.  Connack,  37,  Great  Queen  Street, 
Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  would  simply'obBenre, 
that  if  the  profession  prove  true  to  its  best  interests,  the 
scheme  which  they  have  now  the  honour  of  proposine 
Jnust  result  in  effects  of  great  and  lasting  importance. 

CHARLES  COWAN,  M.D.,  Chaieman. 


Ti>  the  Editor  qf  the  Provmekd  Medical  and  Surgical 
Jottmal* 
Sir,— As  it  wouU  appear  tbat  the  question  of  the 
Journal  is  likely  to  be  again  disoussed  by  the  Associa- 
tioA,  I  am  desirous  of  submitting  to  the  members,  in  a 
hw  words,  the  views  I  have  long  entertained  respecting 
the  plan  and  character  which  such  a  publication  should 


1.  In  the  first  place,  I  think  the  acknowledged 
-official  journal  of  any  literary  or  scientific  society, 
should  possess  a  special  character,  having  ^Hrect,  if  not 
^zdnsive,  relation  to  the  nature  and  objects  of  the 
Society  issuing  it. 

2.  Secondly,  I  think  it  not  only  undignified  but 
'Unjust,  that  a  journal  supported  by  the  fiinds  of  a 
society,  and  presented  to  the  members  as  part  equiva-' 
lent  for  their  subscription,  should  enter  into  competition 
with  journals  originating  in  private  enterprise  and 
iMsed  on  the  commercial  principle  of  claiming  public 
support  on  independent  grounds. 

3.  Thirdly,  I  think  the  principle  most  unsound  that 
would  seek  to  found  the  prosperity  of  such  a  Society  as 
the  Provincial  Association,  on  the  extraneous  attractions 
of  a  journal  of  general  interest,  and  not  on  the  essential 
merits  of  the  Society  itself,  lliis  might  be  a  very  pro- 
per principle  for  a  mere  "  Protrincial-Joumat-Agaocia' 
tion*'  to  go  upon,  but  must  be  ruinous  if  accepted  as 
the  basis  of  a  sodety  having  dignified  and  noble  aims 
of  quite  another  kind. 

4.  I  would,  therefore,  and  for  other  reasons,  venture 
to  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that  wheresoever,  or  at  what- 
soever intervals,  published,  the  *•  Provmeial  Medical 
and  Surffieal  Journal,'*  so  long  as  it  is  acknowledged 


as  the  official  organ  of  the  Association,  shoold  bestiidlf 
'*  Trb  Jovrkal  or  ths  Sooij;^"  and  msks  no 
attempt  to  imitate  or  rival  any  of  the  oidinsiy  inde- 
pendent medical  journals,  whetiier  of  wsddy,  fcrtnigMy, 
monthly,  or  quartsriy  publication. 

5.  I  also  ventuie  to  think,  that  when  so  restrietod  ii 
its  plan  and  prindple,  and  i^Us  fulfilling  its  legitiBibB 
object  as  the  organ  of  the  Association,  the  Jmnd 
would  prove  far  firom  usdess  or  unattractive:  itosf^ 
assuredly,  to  be  more  aooeptaUe  than  erer  tn  aU  fin 
members  who  are  thoroughly  oonversant  with  the  pita- 
dples  on  which  the  Association  was  founded,  and  dnlj 
impressed  with  a  sense  of  its  real  utility,  diputf ,  nd 
honour.  I  believe  it  to  be  quite  impossible  to  conbini 
the  requisites  of  an  independent  journal,  witli  ik 
caation,  reserve,  and  avoidsnoe  of  offence  to  indifidnli, 
which  ougfattoeharacterisethefonaalocgaBof  asodfltf. 
The  history  of  tiie  present  jooinal  suflidsatly  pravci 
that  these  have  not  been  combined  In  its  pages. 

6.  The  Journal  arranged  according  to  the  plan  Mg- 
gested  would  consist  of*— 

a.  Original  oomnuuicatiotts  from  the  membenff 
others,  on  medical  and  other  sdeatifie  subjecti. 

i.  Reports  of  hospitals  and  of  die  private  pisotiei 
of  individuals. 

c.  Special  reports,  prise  essays,  fte.,  sntherind 
by  the  Association. 

d.  Reports  of  the  procesdhigs  of  tiie  Amodalka  ' 
and  its  branches. 

«.  Offidal  documents  issued  by  the  Cencil  or 
other  acknowledged  organs  of  the  Assoristinn. 
/.  Miscellaneous  notices  rdfltiiig  to  the  AanditiQs 
and  its  members. 

The  foregoing  are,  I  think,  aU— <ir  ahnostsll-fte 
kinds  of  coounonicaition  that  properiy  belong  to  tk 
journal  of  such  a  Sodety  as  ours :  but  ss  I  believe 
many  members  would  desiderate  sonflthiRg  moie,  die 
following  additional  items  mi|^t  be  allowed:— 

g,  Sdections  of  important  medicd  fiKts  or  set 

doctrines  from  the  .British  and  foreign  joumsb. 

h.  Analyses  (not  critidsms)  of  vnlnabk  new  voris. 

i.  Medics!  news  generally  interesting^-ss  note 

of  new  pubUcations,  appointments,  deaths,  oficid 

documents  of  the  medical  oorpontiona,  sodsties,  ftc 

The  most  important    change  in  the  plan  of  tto 

Journal,  would  be  the  abolition  of  lkadino  AKncus» 

which  seem  to   be  altogether  incompatible  with  tk» 

character  of  a  Sodety's  jonmaL     I  think  every  ose 

must  allow  that  the  attempts  hitherto  mads  bf  tke 

Editors  of  our  journal  to  overcome  this  difficaltf  haw 

proved  entire  fdlures.    If  it  should  be  thosght  id- 

visable  to  introduce  such  snbjeots  as  are  ooauooalr 

put  into  leading  articles,  let  the  artidea  bear  the  nsee 

or  names  of  the  writer  or  writers*  whether  Editor, 

Officer,  Council,  or  Member* 

In  condnsion  it  may  be  inddentally  notioed,  ihatfte 
abolition  of  leading  artides  and  the  ezdusion  or  fimili- 
tion  of  the  amount  of  foreign  selections,  would  grertly 
reduce  the  expense  of  Editorship,  and  set  finee  a  ooa- 
siderable  sum  for  promoting  other  and  more  kgitimitt 
objects  of  the  Association. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  FORBES. 
Old  Burlington  Street,  London, 
September  14,  1852. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Promncial  Medical  and  Surgicei 
Journal. 

SiB»— The  pnwnt  moment  is  one  of  pecoliar  interest 
to  every  member  of  our  Asaooiation,  and  of  considerable 
importance  to  a  very  large  proportion  oi  the  medical 
profession  in  Great  Britain.      Two  of  onr  leading 
medical  jounala  are  abont  to  change  their  Editorial 
management;  the  Editor  of  the  Medical'  TImee  and 
Gazette  has  resigned  a  post  which  he  has  maintained 
with  seal  and  ability  for  many  years,  while  the  Phwm- 
eial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  is  on  the  ere  of  a 
revolution  which  (whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  indi- 
vidual membcn  on  the  ezpedionGy  of   such  reform) 
must  inevitably  altar  the  character  of  onr  public  organ. 
I  shall  abstain  from  any  comment  on  the  ^eetionabie 
laqguage  which  has  been  employed  in  the  recent  attacks 
on  the  Joamal,     Enough  has  been  said  to  oonvuioe  us 
that  the  independeat  and    gentlemanly  tone  of  our 
present  £ditoci  is  unsuited  to  the  morbid  appetites  of 
some  among  us.    There  is,  however,  one  Gnroumstsaoe 
connected  with  the  subject,    which  appears  to  have 
escaped  notioe  hitherto.    We  have  been  repeatedly  told 
that  onr  journal  is  not  on  a  par  with  the  other  medical 
papers }  but  I  take  leave  to  observe  that  medical  litera- 
ture,  in  its  periodical  form,  is  generally  of  inferior 
qoality  to  that  which  forms  the  staple  of  our  ptindpal 
joumaU,  whether  devoted  te  theology,  law,  er  politics; 
and  it  may  be  well  worth  our  while  to  inquire  into  the 
canaea  which  have  operated  to  produce  -this  disparity. 

The  character  and  intrinsic  worth  of  any  joumal 
are,  of  course,  developed  in  its  Editorial  articles ;  and 
it  is  well  ascertained  that  no  single  Editor,  nor  even 
two,  can  by  themselves  sustain,  for  any  length  of  time, 
that  vigour,  alevatioa,  and  variety  of  interest,  which  an 
edncnted  and  sdentifie  community  has  a  right  to  expect 
in  pablioationfl  assuming  to  influence  a^  well  as  to 
inform  it.  How,  then,  stands  the  ibet  with  us  at 
present  ?  Simply  thus  z^-The;  students  of  law,  politics, 
and  divinity,  are  ready  to  pay  for  their  literary  food ; 
those  of  ntedieine  eithsr  cannot  or  will  not  afford  the 


I  tnwt.  Sir,  I  may  be  permitted  here  to  make  a  few 
remnrka  on  the  nature  of  "leaders"  generally— 
remarks  which  1  should  not  have  ventured  to  obtrude 
had  tbejr  not  been  grounded  on  eareflod  observation  and 
oomparjflcm  of  the  very  difierent  degrees  of  interest  with 
which  the  medical  public  receives  the  articles  oflered 
from  time  to  time  for  its  perusal. 

We  open  our  paper  with  ezpectalions  of  flndhig 
there  something  to  arrest  attention,  perhaps  to  arouse 
reflection;  we  encounter  some  detsiled  narrative  of 
drcamstanoes  possessing  only  a  local  importance,  or 
some  vituperative  assault  on  the  character  of  a  rival 
publication;  and,  indifferent  or  disgusted,  we  speedily 
throw  it  aside.  But  let  us  only  contrast  this  unsatis- 
ftctoiy  state  of  feeling  with  the  relish  we  have  m 
readings — ^the  contentment  in  laying  to  heart,  some 
well-digested  essay,  the  subject  of  which  is  matter 
neither  local,  personal,  or  transitory;  and  we  shall 
sorelj  acknowledge  as  an  axiom  thai  leading  artieUe 
ahtmid  be  confined  to  the  deeOopment,  illuetration,  or 
agtplieaiian  qf  punciplss.  These  principles,  I  con- 
ceive to  be  divisible  into  mtellectual  and  sioraf;    in 


either  of  which  divisions  a  well-edited  joumal  will 
render  substantial  senrioe  to  our  profession. 

And,  first,  as  to  the  improvement  of  onr  mental  pro- 
cesses. It  is  notorious  that  in  every  branch  of  science 
(but  in  none  more  than  our  own,)  observations  andfocta 
are  accumulated  with  much  more  rapidity  than  we  have 
them  distributed  into  the  classes  to  which  they  would 
properly  belong.  To  what  is  this  owing,  but  to  a  want 
of  logical  training,  of  accurate  terminology,  in  the 
Multitude  of  observers?  Now,  an  ably-conducted 
joumal  would  have  for  its  object  to  remedy  this  grave 
'defect.  It  would  be  continually  holding  up  to  view 
landmarks  of  thought  and  expression,  such  as  might 
restrain  the  vagaries  of  foncy  in  theorists,  and  remove 
the  perplexities  of  duller  minds  when  bewildered  by 
confusing  detail. 

With  regard  to  the  other,  or  moral  division.  Although, 
it  might  seem,  abstractedly,  suflELdent  to  appeal,  to  the 
conscience  of  individuals,  yet  as  the  confessed  tenden- 
cies of  human  practioe  ire  ever 

**  In  p^ai  mere,  ae  ntn  rablapaa  Kfierri*" 

it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  journalist  occasionally  to- 
contrast  old  and  well-tested  principles  of  action  with 
the  novel  and  perhaps  insidious  infringements  of  them  ; 
and  thus  \p  maintain  among  us  a  pure  and  healthy  state* 
of  feeling;  exposing  quackery  under  its  variously- 
shifting  forms,  as  what  it  really  is  when  tried,  either  a 
positive  untrath,  or  else  the  pernicious  exaggeration  of  a 
trath;  in  both  cases  alike  an  offimoe  against  the  Creator, 
whose  providence  it  belies,  no  less  than  against  his. 
creature,  with  whose  body  it  tempers. 

Thus  advocating  whatever  is  sound  and  orderly  in 
theory  and  practice,  to  the  disparagement  of  all  that  is 
capricious,  uiconsidente»  and  irregular,  our  journals. 
will  really  be  engaged  in  a  task  worthy  of  the  nobksst 
energies,  the  constant  vindication, — namely,  of  those, 
unchangeable,  because  Dirine,  appomtments,  which  the 
great  champion  of  order  in  the  sixteenth  century  thus 
beautifully  describes :»-"  Of  law  there  can  be  no  less 
scknowledged  than  that  her  seat  is  the  bosom  of  God,, 
her  voice  the  harmony  of  the  world:  all  things  in 
heaven  and  e^rth  do  her  homage,  the  very  least  as 
Iseling  her  care,  and  the  greatest  as  not  exempted  from 
her  power ;  both  angels  and  men,  and  creatures  of  what 
condition  soever,  though  each  in  different  sort  and 
manner,  yet  all  with  uniform  consent,  adnuring  her  as> 
the  mother  of  their  peace  and  joy.*" 
I  am,  Sir» 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  DAYMAN. 

Milbrook,  Southampton, 
Sept.  22,  1852. 


\ 


(From  oar  own  Oorreepondeni.J 

London,  Sbpt.  27,  1852. 

The  opinion  of  the  medical  puUic  is  greatly  divided 

as  to  the  propriety  of  the  treatment  to  which  tiie  great 

DoKB  OF  Wblunoton  was  subjected  by  his  medical 

attendants  in  his  last  moments.    A  similar  discussion 

•  Hooker,  BocL  Pol.  B.  1,  U  Am. 
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aroM  retpecting  the  meatiireB  adopted  for  the  relief  of 
two  of  tbe  former  ooUeegnei  in  the  Cabinet  of  the  latelj,- 
departed  ton  of  England.  In  the  caae  of  one  of  theae, 
(Mr.  Hnakiaaon,  one  of  the  earliest  victims  to  railway 
aoddentB,)  a  lengthy  war  was  maintained  for  some  time 
in  the  medical  jonmals,  as  to  the  propriety-  or  impro- 
priety of  ampntation  immediate  to  the  accident,  without 
waiting  for  the  passing  of  the  shock,  which  in  his  caae 
passed  only  With  life ;  and  in  the  other — a  much  mors 
recent  affisdr-^that  of  a  very  great  man  also,  the  late  Sir 
Bobert  Peel,  there  arose  a  considerable  disquisition 
(respecting  the  exhibition  of  chloroform,  which  it  is  said 
ahonld  have  been  need,  so  that  a  proper  examination  of 
-the  injuries  reoeired  might  be  made— «  step  that  ooold 
not  be  taken  whilst  the  wounded  ^^tatesman  retained 
consdonsness.  Many  other  suggestions  were  also  made, 
«U  tending  to  show  certain  sins  of  omission  or  of  com- 
mission, in  the  opinion  of  the  critics,  at  least  in  the 
treatment  of  both  these  useful  servants  of  their  country. 

England  has  had  lately  to  deplore  the  loss  of  one 
infinitely  greater  than  boUi  these,  and  the  event,  though 
by  no  means  'unexpected,  especially  not  so  by  the 
profession,  has  caused  an  universal  gloom ;  nevertheleae, 
already  the  tongues  of  those  who  conkl  liate  treated  the 
Duke's  case  so  much  better,  have  begun  to  jfag,  and 
«trong  and  decided  opinions  have  been  expressed,  to  the 
^effect  that  all  was  not  done  that  should  have  been  done,  J 
and  something  was  done  that  should  have  been  omitted. 

The  protracted  &tntbg  fits,  which  had  ocrarred  more 
than  once,  with  other  evidence,  tend  to  show  that  the 
heart  was  the  seat  of  morbid  disorganization  to  a  con- 
aiderable  extent — ^to  fatty  d^^neration,  in  fact,  arising 
probably  from  ossification  of  the  coronary  arteries, 
niis  is  an  opinion  we  gave  some  years  since,  to  a  friend 
inquiring  for  an  explanation  of  a  very  serious  attack  of 
aynoope,  to  which  the  Duke  had  very  nearly  &11en  a 
victim ;  and  it  appears  to  have  been  entertained  pretty 
generally  by  the  profession,  and  to  be  the  basis  of  the 
adverse  criticisms  we  have  alluded  to.  When  that 
organ  is  the  seat  of  a  disease,  especially  of  debility  of 
its  textures,  indigestion  is  frequentiy  one  of  its  signs, 
is  readily  Induced,  and  is  also  causative  of  mucif  suffering, 
and  not  infrequentiy  of  the  fiital  termination.  The 
aymptoms  on  the  Tuesday  morning,  therefore,  after  the 
fall  meal  of  venison  the  preceding  evening,  whidi  Mr. 
Httlke  regarded  as  so  slight  as  only  to  require  a  more 
careful  regimen  of  tea  and  dry  toast,  the  critics  eon- 
rider  should  h^e  been  met  more  actively ;  and  further, 
that  when  the  Duke  evidentiy  became  worse,  instead  of 
«  depressing  potion,  such  as  an  emetic,  to  void  a  stomach 
which,  at  the  utmost,  could  have  had  littie  more  than 
gas  within  it,  stimulants,  antacids  and  sedatives,  such 
as  brandy,  ammonia,  castor,  valerian,  and  opium,  with 
mustard  poultices  and  other  rubefiEMaents,  or  even 
vesicants  externally,  were  indicated.  They  consider 
that  the  exhibition  of  the  emetic  was  peculiarly  ill- 
timed  when  the  epileptdd  attack  showed  that  iht 
brain  was  suffering  from  a  want  of  its  due  stimulant, 
and  even  the  blood  that  did  circulate  in  it  was  not  of  a 
normal  or  healthy  character.  It  is  most  probable, 
however,  that  the  attack  was  fiu>  too  severe,  and  the 
ayatem  too  prostrated,  for  any  remedies,  however  strong 
aad^weU  indicated,  to  recal  the  fleeting  powers  of  life. 
Wilting  without  any  knowledge  of  the  results  of  a  poit- 


mortem  examination,  if  such  has  or  is  to  be  made,  w^ 
anticipate  from  the  previous  history  of  the  case,  and 
from  the  symptoms  attending  the  final  depaitare,  fiitty 
degeneration  of  the  heart,  ossification  of  ihB  cotmaiy 
arteries,  venous  congestion  of  the  brain,  with  osaificatma 
of  some  of  the  coebral  vessels,  and  probably  some 
further  cerebral  disease. 

The  Pake  was  one  of  those  who  did  not  hold  oot 
profession  in  the  highest  esteem.  He  was  even  imwlllfaig 
to  have  recourse  to  medical  aid,  and  indeed,  if  it  had  hem. 
otherwise,  it  is  probable  he  would  now  be  still  in  tiie 
land  of  the  living,  for  it  is  dear  that  he  must  have  beea 
suffering  more  or  less  throughout  the  night,  yet  it  is  not 
nntil  the  second  visit  from  his  valet,  thsit  be  directed 
Mr.  Hulke  should  be  sent  for.  Tliis  is  one  of  tiie  in- 
fiihnities  that  those  who  have  enjoyed  long-^ontinaed 
sound  health  are  subject  to,  and  yet  one  would  hsve 
supposed  that  a  strong-minded  man,  like  the  Diilce, 
who,  in  the  military  hospitals  during  the  Penimwlar 
and  other  wars  in  whidi  be  was  engaged,  must  1ibv« 
seen  the  vast  utility  of  our  sdences,  would  have  &- 
dained  to  foster.  He  carried  the  feeling,  however,  to 
a  certain  extent,  into  private  Hfe,  notwithstanding  his 
attachment  to  Dr.  Hume.  Few,  if  any,  of  the  mnaj 
surgeons  present  at  the  great  battles  of  the  16Uk  said 
17th  of  June,  were  h<ykioured  with  invitations  to  tfae 
Waterloo  banquets,  and  their  healths  were  always  post- 
poned to  among  the  last.  It  has  been  a  saying  among 
the  army  surgeons,  that  the  Doke  was  never  wonnded 
in  any  of  his  numerous  encounters  with  the  fise  :  kad 
such  been  the  case,  he  would  hare  felt  more  for  t^ 
army  surgeon,  and  would  have  exerted  himself  to  secure 
bis  comfort  and  that  of  the  unhappy  wounded.  It  is  a 
singular  fact  that  his  great  opponent,  Bounaparte,  vras 
only  once  wounded,  and  then  by  a  spent  ball  in  tlie 
heel.  It  is  said,  nevertheless,  that  the  Duue  was  m  the 
habit  of  visiting  his  hospitals  privately,  and  from  per- 
sonal inspection  assuring  himself  that  the  woanded 
were  taken  proper  care  of. 

One  of  our  popular  romance  writers,  deacrifaing  a 
scene  in  the  Peninsular  wan,  gives  effect  to  the  I>afte's 
dislike  for  the  army  surgeons,  by  representing  him  as  in 
active  and  familiar  converse  with  one,  whom  he  mistook 
for  a  field-officer — to  whom  the  surgeon  bore  a  < 
able  resemblance — until  he  discovered  his  miatake,  ' 
he  somewhat  harshly  ordered  him  to  the  rear.  We  me 
not  quite  sure,  but  we  fancy  this  anecdote  is  atafced  to 
be  'historical.' 

A  singular  discovery  has  been  made  in  France,  by 
Dr.  Fr^my,  physician  to  the  eential  hareem  eX  the 
hospitals,  respecting  the  injurious  influence  of  certsin 
bracelets  recently  introduced  to  public  notice  under  tiie 
name  of  braceleh  oderiferants  compoi^s  de  j^iauia 
d^Amerique,  These  American  grains  prove  to  be 
merely  a  composition  covered  with  arsenite  of  ooppcTy 
and  perfumed  with  orris  powder.  In  several  ^*****-^^^ 
they  have  caused  a  pustular  eruption  on  the  arm,  to- 
gether with  sundry  general  symptoms  indx»tive  of  dan- 
ger. The  reckless  manufacturers  and  sellers  of  so 
dangerous  a  poison  wQl  doubtless  meet  with  their  descft 
in  France,  and  then  we  may  expect  the  braeelets  to  be 
introduced  into  this  country,  as  was  the  caae  witk  the 
arsenicated  candles  spme  years  anoe.  Their  nuundae* 
ture  not  having  been  permitted  in  Paris,  several  dealen 
in  the  article  sold  them  largely  in  London.  Whst 
might  have  been  the  ultimate  coiiaequencea  to  " 
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it  is  hard  to  say,  but  we  may  furly  anticipate   that 
breathing  an  atmosphere  more  or  less  charged  with 
mnenie,  cannot  £edl  to  break  down  and  finaUy  destroy 
the  strongest  constitution.    Be  that  as  it  may,  the 
mischief  was  not  allowed  to  proceed,  the  late  Mr. 
,  Everett,  one  of  the  most  practical  chemists  we  ever  met 
with;  discovered  the  secret.  Attracted  by  the  peculiar 
odour  emitted  by  the  burning  smtfT,  after  the  candle 
had  been  extinguished,  he  msute  sundry  investigations, 
ascertained  the  presence  of  arsenic  in  tiie  stearine,  and 
made  known  his  discovery  at  several  meetings  of  the 
medical  societies,  at  the  same  time  publishing  a  succeda- 
neum  for  arsenic,  equally  eflELcient  and  in  no  way  inju- 
rious.   As  it  often  happens,  the  publication  of  the 
wrong-doing  vras  its  death-blow,    and  we  now  hear 
aothiBg  of  arsenicated  candles.    Hie  arsenic  bracelets 
seem  to  take  their  place  in  poisoning  the  popnlatioo. 
They  may  perhaps  subserve  the  purpose  of  a  Borgia: 
a  husband  anxious  to  get  rid  of  a  wife,  may  present  her 
vrith  the  American -grained  bracelets,  and  in  like  manner 
any  fiemale  relative  or  eneihy  may  be  disposed  of. 

The  oonnexio&  between  th«  animal  and  Tegetable 
Idngdoma,  at  least  as  r^;ard8  their  products,  has  received 
an  additional  illustration  of  late.  The  leaves  of  the 
fir  'and  pine  have  been  so  operated  on  as  to  produce  a 
kind  of  wool,  which  for  some  time  past  has  been  used  in 
a  manu&ctory  near  Brislace,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
ooverlets,  blankets,  etc.,  the  materials  thus  made,  being 
warm,  durable,  and  agreeable ;  they  have  a  certain  bal- 
samle  odour,  inimical  to  insects.  The  leaves  are 
found  to  consist  of  a  fibro^us  material,  held  together  by 
a  resinous  subtance,  which  is  dissolved  by  alkalies,  the 
residtte  being  used  as  the  wool.  The  resinous  matter, 
it  ia  said,  forms  the  basis  of  medicinal  baths,  useful  in 
the  treatment  of  many  chronic  diseases,  and  thus  every 
j>art  of  the  leaf  comes  into  advantageous  use.  This 
discovery  equals  in  value  if  it  does  not  transcend  that 
of  the  Chevalier  Claussen. 

The  vexaia  queiiio  respecting  the  right  of  the  pro* 
/  feaaioii  to  a  fee  for  answering  the  questions  proposed  by 
«  life-asssurance  company,  was  again  put  to  the  test  of 
law  by  the  Messrs.  Duplex,  of  Great  Craven  Street, 
who  summoned  the  Economic  Life  Office  in  the 
Slieriff*8  Court,  before  Mr.  RusseU  Gumey,  for  the  sum 
of  one  gfuinea,  for  answering  certain  questions  regarding 
a  lady  who  was  about  to  assure  her  life  in  that  office. 
The  plaintiff  stated  that  he  had  answered  the  questkms 
and  sent  back  his  reply,  with  a  demand  for  £l.  Is., 
which  not  receiving,  he  commenced  these  proceedings. 
Mr.  Gamey  considered  that  the  plaintiff  need  not  have 
answered  Uie  questions  without  the  fee,  and  decided 
against  liim.  Medical  men  should  remember  this,  and 
not  answer  any  such  queries  until  they  have  a  written 
promise  that  the  fee  shall  be  paid.  By  acting  in  this 
nutnner  lately,  we  have  procured  a  fee  from  a  repu- 
diating office. 

At  the  Colney  Hatch  Lunatic  Asylum,  Mr.  Tyerman, 
of  the   Cornwall  Asylum,  has  been  elected  to  fill  the 
place,  left  vacant  by  Dr.  Hood's  being  chosen  Medical 
Superintendent  of  Bethlehem  Hospital.     The  office  is 
that  of  resident  medical  officer  for  the  male  department ; 
the  emoluments  are,  j^OO  a  year  salary,  with  a  resi- 
dence,   and  £lbO  a  year  in  lieu  of  board,  with  coals, 
candles,  milk,  and  vegetables.      There  were  no  less 
than  thirty-six  candidates,  some  of  whom  were  men  of 
high  x«pute  in  that  particular  brandi  of  medicine.    Mr. 
Tyerman,  who  was  the  successful  candidate,  had  not 
jcven  his  name  in  the  printed  list;  so  that  we  may  infer 
that  very  great  interest  was  made  in  his  behalf,  even  at 
the  last  moment.     Mr.  Marshall,  lately  house-surgeon 
to    the     Northampton    Lunatic    Asylum,    has    been 
jippoizited  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  female  depart- 
ment,  in  lien  of  Mr.  Davey,  who  is  about  to  be  the 
proprietor  of  a  private  lunatic  asylum,  near  Briitolt 


A  sanatorium '  for  convalescent  phthisical  patients, 
discharged  from  the  hospital  at  Broughton,  is  about  to 
be  established  at  Bournemouth,  in  Hampehire.  The 
subscriptions  und  donations  have  already  flowed  in 
pretty  freely.    The  object  is  an  excellent  one. 

The  two  great  metropolitan  parishes  of  St.  Maryle*^ 
bone  and  St.  Paneras  are,  as  yet,  free  from  the  control 
:  of  the  Poor  Law  Board,  and  they  seem  deternuned  to 
•hew  their  fireedom  by  most  unhandsome  and  most 
I  nngenerous  treatment  of  their  medical  officers,  who 
I  have  no  appeal  but  the  celebrated  one  from  Philip  drunk 
^  to  Philip  sober.  The  medical  officers  of  St.  Maryle- 
bone  have  long  been  the  victims  of  this  kind  of  conduct, 
and  those  who  have  dared  to  remonstrate  are  stigma- 
tised as  insolent  in  the  extreme.  It  was  formerly  the 
practice  that  the  assistant  surgeon  boarded  in  the  house, 
but  some  time  back  this  system  was  altered,  it  being 
found  perhaps  that  they  devoured  too  much  provision. 
An  order  of  the  Board  directed  tliat  these  officers 
should  have  regular  stipulated  rations:  so  many 
loaves,  so  many  pounds  of  meat,  so  many  pints  of 
porter,  so  much  tea,  and  so  much  sugar  weekly,  and 
they  were  rationedf  in  fact,  like  soldiers  or  sailors,— we 
might  even  say  like  paupers ;  and  so  absurd,  so  insult- 
ing was  the  system — we  hope  it  is  not  so  now— that 
Punch  caricatured  it  gloriously.  The  sister  parish  of 
St.  Fucras  seems  anxious  to  emulate  the  Marylebone 
avihorities.  The  affairs  of  this  parish  are  conducted 
by  a  numerous  vestry,  and  by  a  Board  of  Guardians, 
J  the  latter  elected  by  the  former  from  among  their  ovni 
^  body.  The  medical  staff  consists  of  a  surgeon  to  the 
workhouse,  Mr.  Robinson ;  a  resident  surgeon,  Mr. 
Wald^grsve,  and  district  surgeons.  Between  the 
former  workhouse  surgeon  and  the  master  a  war  raged, 
each  accusing  the  other  of  intrudmg  upon  his  duties, 
and  many  an  appeal  passed  to  the  vestry.  When  the 
master  was  dismissed  lately,  it  might  have  been  antici- 
pated that  all  this  would  end,  but  not  so ;  a  medical 
oommittee,  oonsfisting  of  Mr.  Hiles,  Dr.  (?)  Hickman, 
and  some  others,  hiave  since  contrived  to  keM»  the 
vTster  hot,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  meeting  of  the  vestry 
without  a  complaint  from  one  or  the  other  of  the 
medical  men.  Some  two  or  three  months  since  a  new 
election  of  district  surgeons  took  place,  and  the  new 
ones  are  not  yet  warm  ta  Aamew,  their  tracee  gaU 
ihem  eaU,  Some  two  or  three  meetiqgs  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  were  occupied  in  investigating  a  complamt 
made  against  the  medi(»l  committee  for  interfering  with 
the  functions  of  the  medical  officers,  in  first  discharging 
an  alleged  lunatic  firom  the  asylum  wards  of  the  house, 
to  the  general  wards,  and  afterwards  setting  him  free 
altogether,,  as  it  appeared,  although  he  was  dedared  to 
be  dangerous.  A  wordy  war  ensued,  the  snrgeoas 
steadily  defending  their  position,  and  shewing  a  just 
indignation  at  the  interference,  and  the  members  of  the 
committee,  themselves  medi<al  men,  plainly  implying 
that  the  officers  had  mistaken  the  case,  and  assertmg 
that  the  man  was  not  mad,  thus  seeking  to  justify  their 
own  conduet,  although  one  of  tUem  told  the  district 
sui^geons  that,  as  he  had  not  visited  the  man  the  very 
day  he  was  summoned,  if  any  thing  had  happened  he 
would  have  been  in  an  awkward  position.  Theaffidr 
ended  by  the  Board  warning  the  surgeons  to  be  more 
cantious  in  future,  neither  of  the  surgeons  so  hr  oom- 
prondsing  his  dignity  as  to  assent  to  or  receive  the 
caution.  It  is  said  the  Alleged  Lunatic's  friend 
Society  are  going  to  take  up  the  case,  and  to  prosecute 
the  Doctors. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  the  question  vras  mooted  as 
to  the  propriety  of  admitting  as  their  medical  oftoera 
gentlemen  not  provided  with  the  Uoence  of  the  Society 
of  Apothecaries.  It  was  contended  that  this  was  a 
document  of  but  little  value,  and  that  it  oould  be 
obtained  by  anyone  by  grinding— a  process  of  which 
one  of  the  Board  seemed  to  have  a  rude  idea,  as  may 
be  supposed,  when  Mr.  Harding  gave,  as  one  of  the* 
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diitiet  of  a  grinder,  the  taking  yoong  men  to  places  of 
junneement.  Mr.  Hillia  aaierted  tb^  a  common  ahoq<| 
black  could  make  up  drugs,  and  that  there  was  n4.  ' 
jMualty  attached  to  bis  so  doing;  but  he  did  not  venture 
to  caiTj  the  parallel  further,  by  asserting  that  he  could 
prescribe  and  dispense  for  Uie  uck,  without  incurring 
«  penalty.  The  principles  of  free  trade  were  invoked 
against  such  a  monopoly  as  the  Apothecaries'  Society ; 
but  all  the  arguments  failed,  and  the  Board  finally 
jiffirmed  the  principle  that  parish  surgeons  should  obey 
the  law,  and  be  possessed  of  the  double  qualification. 

The  most  recent  quarrel  or  squabble  was  brought 
before  the  Vestry  last  week :  it  arose  from  a  difference 
in  opinion  as  regarded  the  diagnosis  of  a  tumour 
between  Mr.  Hillis,  on  the  part  of  the  Medical  Com- 
tnittee,!  and  Mr.  Bawlins,  one  of  the  district  surgeons. 
The  latter  gentlemen  fdt  so  much  annoyed  at  the 
matter  as  to  send  in  his  resignation ;  and  certainly,  if 
such  things  continue  no  one  with  the  feelings  of  a 
gentleman  can  continue  to  hold  office.  Mr.  Bawlins^ 
it  appears,  certified  that  one  of  the  paupers  had  a 
Tentral  hernia,  and  sent  him  to  the  Medical  Committee 
for  a  truss.  His  opinion  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Hawker,  Mr.  Hancocks,  and  Mr.  Wakley,  jun. ;  but 
the  case  was  entertained  by  the  Committee,  and  Mr  ^ 
Uillis  declared  the  tumour  waa  a  fatty  one,  referring' 
the  man  to  Univenity  College  Hospitid  or  the  Veteri- 
nary Col^ge,  it  does  not  deariy  appear  whicb,  for 
a  further  opinion.  The  msitter  having  been  thus 
brought  before  the  Vestry,  a  Committee  was  appointed 
Jto  investigate  it,  Dr.  Gregory  being  the  chairman ;  and 
'they  reported  quite  in  Mr.  Rawlins's  favour,  uiged  the 
withdrawal  of  hia  letter  of  resignation,  and  regretted 
dthat  the  Directors  had  not  treated  his  letter  with  the 
attention  it  merited.  A  stormy  debate  followed;  sharp 
and  fierce  language  was  used,  and  apologies  demanded. 
Mr.  Hillis  defended  his  position,  and  was  supported  by 
Mr.  Hickman ;  but  the  Vestry  finally,  with  two  dissen- 
tients, adopted  the  report  of  their  Committee,  thus 
tacitly  censuring  the  Medical  Committee  for  their 
ancalled  fbr  and  gratuitous  interference  with  the  district 
-surgeons.  A  similar  bone  of  contention  remains  for 
the  Vestry,  with  respect  to  a  letter  written  by  Mk 
Robmson,  with  reference  to  the  lunacy  case  already 
nlloded  to.  His  appeal  was  ultimately  rejected  by  a 
email  majority;  and  it  was  stated  that  Mr.  Wildbore 
had  paid  tiie  alleged  lunatic  £$,  to  avoid  an  aciion  aft 

The  medical  officers  of  unions  notoriously  have  enough 
to  contend  with,  in  the  shape  of  hard  work,  paltry 
remuneration,  and  too  many  masters,  but  *'in  the 
lowest  deep"  there  is  ''  a  lower  deep,"  and  it  remained 
for  the  Medical  Committee  of  St  Pancras,  or  rather  for 
its  medical  members,  to  originate  a  continued  system  of 
annoyance  against  the  unhappy  officers,  by  the  plan  of 
flupervislng  their  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  disease, 
and  counter-ordering  the  measures  they  direct.  No 
man  can  or  would  put  up  with  such  treatment,  and  the 
members  of  the  Committee  will  find  it  a  difficult  task 
to  persuade  theur  brethren  that  they  have  adopted  and 
carried  out  a  proper  plan  of  proceeding. 

The  vestry  of  St.  Pancras — iterum  iitrumque  Critpimu 
•—at  a  late  meeting,  resolved  to  adopt  the  new  Interment 
▲ct  passed  last  S^on,  and  to  appoint  a  Burial  Board, 
thus  commencing  on  their  part  the  measures  intended 
to  purify  the  parish,  and  to  enable  the  inhabitants  to 
resist  the  attacks  of  the  now  rapidly-approaching 
epidemic*  But  alasl  "a  change  has  come  o'er  the 
spirit  of  their  dream."  To  do  this  would  cost  monies; 
and  what  is  human  life  as  compared  to  the  outlay 
of  hard  cash  ?  The  non-appointment  of  a  Burial  Board 
baa  been  rejected  by  the  Vestry  in  a  spirit  of  sordid 
economy  by  twenty-one  to  seventeen.  God  help  the 
poor;  at  the  eve  of  a  fearful  mortality  the  medical 
officers  are  dispirited  and  annoyed  by  a  shameful 
tyranny,  and  the  only  measure  as  yet  proposed  at  all, 
of  a  sanatory  character,  is  rejected  by  a  majority  of  four. 


A  proposal  is  now  on  foot  to  cstsblish  a  nsv  ndety 
for  the  study  and  advanoement  of  Ststs  medicbe.  The 
prosptetus  is  now  lying  on  our  table.  The  promoten 
and  Provisional  Committee  are  Dr.  BsUsor,  of  tks 
Royal  Military  Asylum ;  Dr.  Bryson,  R.N.,  of  Sonmet 
House;  Dr.  MaiahaU  Hall,  Dr.  M'WUlism,  R.N., 
Mr.  Martin,  Dr.  Ogle,  Mr.  Rumsey,  Dr.  Shaipej, 
Dr.  G.  Webster,  and  Dr.  Wegg,  with  Mr.  PoUfid[, 
one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  Pathological  Sooetj,  m 
the  Honorary  Secretary.  The  principal  olqsct  it  t» 
constitute  a  centre  of  sodi  sdentifio  and  prMtieil 
information  as  may  be  available  for  all  purporatsodiBi 
to  promote  public  health,  and  consequently  the  pnvau 
tion  of  disease,  more  espedally  those  of  an  epideue 
nature.  It  is,  in  fiM^t,  to  be  a  society  of  pnodol 
hygiene*  The  Committee  propose  to  mvastigsta  ill 
circumstances,  which  tend  to  deterioiate  the  hun 
race,  and  to  lower  iti  vigour  and  vitality ;  allthst  nkm 
to  the  external  causes  of  diseases,  their  propsgstioa  mi 
their  prevention,  and  all  places  for  improviof  tbe 
physical,  and  through  it  the  monl,  condition  of 
the  people.  The  co-operation  and  assistanes  of  ill 
classes  of  society  are  eoHcited,  fi>r  it  is  inteadeltD 
restrict  membership  to  the  professon  of  tbe  medial 
sciences,  as  all  are  and  must  be  interested  in  tbe  eany* 
ing  out  its  objects.  The  annual  aabscriptioa  if  M  to 
one  guinea.    We  wish  it  success. 

It  is  said  that  a  new  kind  of  akohol  hss  bem  dii- 
covered  by  M.  Wnrtz,  a  professor  at  the  Seole  de 
M^d^ine,  at  Paris,  by  repeated  distJllations  of  the  ofl 
obtained  from  potatoes.  Its  compoaition  ie  rqncMBted 
to  be  Cs.  Hio  Os.  He  terms  it  alcoSl  mtySfm. 
Another  discovery  has,  we  are  told,  furnished  tbe  pro- 
fession with  a  powerftil  styptic.  Eight  ounca  of  gum 
benzoin,  with  one  pound  of  alum,  boiled  in  ten  pinti  of 
water  in  an  earthenware  vessel  for  eight  houiBi  bog 
firequently  stirred  the  while,  and  water  being  added 
gradually,  to  make  up  the  loss  by  boilingi  will  faraiib, 
it  is  said,  a  supernatant  liquid  like  cfaampsgne,  pOMi- 
.sing  a  slightly^styptic  taste  and  an  agreeable  odour.  If 
but  one  drop  then  be  added  to  a  bann-full  of  Mood,  it 
will  instantly  coagulate  the  whole.  This  liqnid bike 
discovery  of  Signer  Pagliare,  a  Roman  pharmadoL 


COMPLIMENT  TO  THE  PROFESSION. 


The  London  Oazeite  of  the  18th  instant, 
the  appointment  by  the  Right  Hon.  tlie  Earl  of  Wsrviefc, 
the  Lord-Lieutenant,  of  William  Sands  Cox,  Eaq.i 
Professor  of  Surgery  at  the  Queen's  College,  Binnin|- 
ham,  as  a  Deputy-Lieutenant  in  and  fbr  the  oovnty  of 
Warwick.  Mr.  Sands  Cox's  Commission  bests  dito 
September  3rd,  1852. 


OBITUARY. 
June  19th,  at  tbe  advanced  age  of  78,  Dr.  Thorn 
Jefferies,  formerly  of  Liverpool,  and  late  of  CtA 
House,  Shrewsbury,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidenti  of  tto 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Assodatkm.  Ha 
name  is  associated  with  the  introduction  of  mafieo  t> 
the  notice  of  the  profession,  and  with  the  seatons  cnl- 
tivation  of  medical  science. 

.   September  20th,  at  Woolwich,  John  Ddiane,  ILIX, 
of  Wolverhampton. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

We  have  received  a  communication  from  Mr.  Coitj 

Bath,  but  was  too  late  fbr  insertion  in  our  pR>"^ 

number. 
Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  NewnhsM* 

Dr.  Robertson,  Dr.  Jackson,  Dr.  Meni,  T>t,  8te 

Palmer,  Chirurgus,  and  Mr.  Cooke* 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


LECTURES 

ON  THE 

DISEASES    OF  CHILDREN, 


9BX.XTSRIB  III  VBX 


Chatham  Street  School  qf  Medicine^  Manchester . 
Bt  Dr.  MEREI, 

ftUdwitfihe  Bunffaria*  Academy,  late  Vrof tutor  of  the  Hiatonf'ttf  Medicine 
at  the  Unitenitf  of  Pntk,  CUnieal  Frofeetoritfthe  Diteaeet  of  CkUdren, 
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LECTX7BE  XIV. — (Continued,) 

Hhewnaiiem :  fever,  and  heal  t^eetions,  Di^ereni 
relatione  between  local  qfeetions  and  fetfer  qf  the 
hind.  Febrile  fomu  of  rheumatiem ;  the  acuteet, 
with  general  articular  rheumatiem — rare  in  infancy; 
a  tnore  moderate  jorm  morejreguentf  oceumnff  even 
under  the  third  year ;  the  mildest  flnjn,  which  is  the 
most/requenily  met  with  in  young  children.  Local 
rheumatism  considered  m  connexion  with  fever;  the 
commencement  always  pain  ;  its  seat  and  further 
chances  or  passages.  Rheumatic  headache,  along 
with  fever.  Rheumatism  qf  the  ear ;  pleurodynia 
dificult  but  important  to  distinguish  from  the  begin- 
fling  qf  pleurisy;  frequent  in  young  children,  in 
connexion  with  fever,  Jjumbago.  Rheumatism  of 
ihe  heart ;  pericarditis  and  endocarditis  rare  in  the 
tender  age.  Dr.  West's  interesting  table,  Diagnos- 
iical  inquiries  and  directions.  Articular  rheumatiem, 
with  fever,  in  various  forms.  Rheumatism  of  the 
stomach,  intestines,  and  peritoneum. 

Gjenteemen,— In  the  last  lecture  I  condnded  my 
obserrations  on  two  general  features  of  feTer,  which  I 
have  called  the  hypersthenic  and  the  asthenic,  with 
some  remarks  on  the  general  acute  bilious  diaracter  of 
fcTer.  You  will  have  noticed,  what  J  have  expressed 
in  my  eleventh  lecture,  that  my  purpose  at  present  is 
not  to  establish  species  of  fever,  but  to  endeavour  to 
glive  you  some  leading  views  in  this  difficult  part  of 
children's  practice. 

''Hypersthenic  and  asthenic,"  as  you  will  have 
observed,  denote  for  us  two  opposite  general  features  of 
ferer*  considered  objectively. 

I  concluded  with  observing  that  these  features,  or 
stages,  pur&  and  uncomplicated,  are  very  rare  in  chil- 
dren. I  said,  if  infants  do  not  recover  from  high  fever 
in  very  few  days,  they  either  die  before  tb^  fever  could 
go  on  into  various  spedal  ways,  or  the  fever  takes  one 
of  the  more  or  less  protracted  special  forms.  As  you 
will  see,  what  I  have  described  as  the  "  hypersthenic 
stage/'  can  be  connected  with  a  variety  of  special  forms 
of  fever  from  ihsai  commencement.  Now  I  will  speak 
of  these. 

The  distinguished  Dr.  Dietl,  of  Vienna,  says  in  his 
work  :^'' There  is  a  febrile  rheimuUitm,  but  no  rheu 
fnaiic  fever**  I  have  not  to  enter  into  discussion 
upon  this  matter.  My  present  task  is  a  purely  prac- 
tical one.  Fever  appears  in  a  great  many  forms  and 
connections  with  various  local  affections ;  and  I  think 
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it  to  be  useful  to  the  young  practitioner,  in  particular 
with  regard  to  children,  to  draw  his  attention  to,  and 
make  him  femiliar  with,  as  many  real  features  of  fever 
as  possible. 

With  regard  to  the  rest.  Is  rheumatism  merely  a 
local  affection  ?  My  answer  is  in  the  negative.  The 
specific  brick-coloured  deposit  of  the  urine  itself  is 
sufficient  to  prove  a  certain  chemical  alteration  of  the 
blood. 

If  we  consider  the  disease  in  question  clinically  and 
without  prejudice,  we  find  there  are  cases  where  local 
rheumatism  constitutes  the  primary  and  principal  dis- 
ease, from  beginning  to  end;  and  the  fever  is  of 
secondary  importance.  There  are,  however,  other  sets 
of  cases,  in  which  local  rheumatism  and  fever  nearly 
balance  each  other.  And,  finally,  we  meet  with  a  kind, 
in  which  the  general  functional  disorders  constituting 
fever,  are  the  first,  the  most  salient,  and  important; 
whilst  the  local  rheumatism — of  muscles  or  nerves — is 
but  an  erratic  complaint,  locally  unseizable  and  un- 
man ageable  ;  and  the  more  so  in  the  speechless  chUd. 

There  is  no  disease  in  which  it  is  more  desirable  than 
in  this  to  recollect,  as  I  recommended  in  other  instanoeSf 
all  the  different  subjective  symptoms  (verbal  com- 
plaints) we  have  got  from  adult  patients.  We  see 
them  sometimes,  in  the  course  of  rheumatic  fever, 
moan  and  suffer  by  uneasiness,  sensations  in  the 
belly,  head,  or  elsewhere,  distressing  to  them  and  the 
attendants,  which,  in  spite  of  their  intelligence,  they 
scarcely  can  explain.  The  same  happens  wilh  the  child ; 
but  the  obscurity  and  aniiety  are  greater.  I  believe^ 
therefore,  it  is  desirable  to  investigate  the  matter  prac- 
tically, and  elucidate,  as  far  as  we  can,  with  children. 
My  conviction  is,  that,  just  like  as  in  scarlet  fever  or 
some  other,  there  is,  besides  the  peculiarity  of  the 
connected  local  affections,  also  a  proper  general  char- 
acter of  the  rheumatic  fever  3  and  I  might  even  say  the 
latter  represents  the  very  chameleon  of  fevers,  just  as 
local  rheumatism  represents  that  of  local  affections — 
both  changeable  every  instant:  a  severe  test  for  the 
skill  of  the  practitioner. 

Let  us,  then,  consider  rheumatism,  first,  in  its^ 
Febrile  forms, — The  acutest  is  the  most  characteristic 
of  all,  generally  known  by  tlie  name  of  acute  articular 
rheumatism.  It  is  this :  —  We  observe  a  primary 
paroxysm  setting  in  suddenly,  in  most  cases  by  rigor, 
with  subsequent  heat ;  and  at  the  same  time  with  the 
rigor,  or  during  the  heat,  or  shortly  before  the  rigor, 
pain  appears  in  both  ankles  or  knees,  less  often  in  other 
joints ;  but  more  or  less  rapidly  it  extends  thence  over 
the  rest ;  when,  besides  the  high  and  almost  burning 
heat,  and  the  most  acute  pain,  the  affected  joints  com- 
mence to  swell  with  the  increase  of  the  fever.  But 
then,  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  profuse  sweat  will 
appear;  and  this  forms  a  decisive  moment-Tgood  or 
bad.  If  the  local  affections  under  that  sweat  do  not 
lessen,  you  have  commonly  a  severe  and  pertjnacious 
disease  to  contend  with,  which,  by-and-by  becoming  re- 
mittent, and  presenting  a  continuous  alternation  between 
exacerbations,  dry  heat,  and  alleviating  perspirations, 
or  unalleviating  profuse  sweat,  may  last  for  weeks  or 
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months;  and  after  the  fever  has  abated,  the  local 
oonseqaences,  sweUing  and  contraction,  will  oontinne 
for  a  weary  length  of  time.  It  is  in  the  acute  articular 
rheamatism  that  a  peculiar  disposition  to  affections  pf 
the  heart  has  been  noticed^  which  sometimes  come  on 
insidiously.  The  urine,  at  first  deep-ooloured  and  crude, 
forms,  after  a  day  or  more  after  the  commencement  of 
fever,  its  well-known  brick-coloured  deposit. 

The  most  commonly-affected  joints  in  the  acutest 
form  are, — ^the  ankles^  knees,  wrists,  and  elbows.. 

I  want  not  to  insist  further  in  the  description  of  this 
form-;  it  is  diaracteristio  and  well  known  enough ;  and 
if  it  happens  to  attack  a  child,  it  will  be  as  easily 
recognizable  as  in  adults.  I  am  happy  to  say,  however, 
it  is  one  of  the  rarest  occurrences  in  the  tender  age.  I 
have  already  alluded  to  the  frequency  of  rheuma- 
tism in  Hungary;  still  I  recollect  that  we  had  only 
two  cases  of  the  form  in  question  in  children  two  or 
three  years  old,  in  the  hospital,  and  not  one  nursling ; 
nor  have  I  seen  it  in  my  private  practice,  t.  e.,  in  the 
wealthier  classes  of  society,  in  children  less  than  six  or 
seven  years  old.  The  two  esses  alluded  to,  in  which 
fearfbl  contractions  and  swelling  of  several  joints  were 
the  permanent  cpnsequences,  belonged  to  the  lowest 
class  of  people,  whose  children  are  exposed  to  every 
Idnd  of  weather  and  all  sorts  of  neglect.  It  would 
appear  as  if  this  form  required  for  its  ground  a  higher 
degree  of  animalisation  of  the  blood  than  that  whid^ 
is  proper  to  young  children. 

Therejae,  however,  lower  degrees  of  the  same 
form,  in  which  the  same  relation  between  fever  and 
local  affection,  as  mentioned,  does  exist,  and  the  same 
kind  of  issue  ;*but  instead  of  all  the  principal  joints, 
only  one  or  two  are  affected,  and  the  fever  is  pro- 
portionally milder.  Instead  of  the  just-mentioned 
frequency  of  the  localisation  in  the  ankles,  here  most 
commonly,  one  or  both  knees  of  the  child  are  suffering 
from  inflammatory  exudation  and  swelling.  Of  this 
description  I  have  met  with  numerous  cases  from  the 
third  year  upwards,  and  not  so  very  seldom  even 
below  that  age. 

A  characteristic  feature  common  to  both  forms,  or 
degrees  of  the  same  form,  just  described,  consists  in 
the  localisation  of  rheumatism  in  the  ligaments,  synovial, 
membranes,  and  perichondrium  of  the  large  joints  of 
both  sets  of  extremities,  with  the  participation  of  the 
surrounding  cellular  texture.  If  the  fever  runs  high, 
firom  the  moment  of  fixed  pain,  (increasing  when  we 
bend  or  move  the  respective  articulations  of  the  child,) 
the  swelling  will  commonly  appear  between  twelve  and 
twenty-four  hours,  and  increase  more  or  less  rapidly. 
Hie  exuded  liquid  is  commonly  serous,  but,  according 
to  the  degree  of  inflammation  joining  the  local  rheuma- 
tism, more  or  less  of  plastic  lymph  may  be  mixed  with 
it.  Thus  chronic  swelling,  (in  not  rare  instances 
incurable,)  ensues,  and  not  less  annoying  permanent 
contraction;  sometimes  stiructural  degenerations  of  a 
more  destructive  and  dangerous  kind  take  place.  Sup- 
purative inflammation  rarely  springs  out  of  rheumatism; 
I  have  seen  a  few  cases,  always  in  one  knee  only. 

Now,  I  feel  convinced— at  least  my  experience  tells  me 


so— that  acute  articular  rheumatism,  in  both  described 
degrees,  destroys  more  severely  and  irrepanbly,  the 
textures  of  joints  in  children  than  in  grown-up  people. 
Xhis  I  abstract  from  an  extensive  experience  I  had  inth 
pontracted  joints  since  1841^  by  having  applied  tenotomy 
to  their  treatment  upon  a  large  scale,  in  grownmp 
people  as  well  as  in  children.  Numerous  ptttia 
applied  to  me  for  that  purpose  from  all  parts  of  the 
country.  There  was  at  that  time  almost  a  general  nuh 
of  the  public  towards  that  operation.  I  exactiy  remesiiber 
I  have  seen  very  few  of  them  younger  than  dx  yssn; 
more  than  two-thirds  of  them  were  between  six  and 
tiiirteen,  and  about  one-third  only  were  adults;  and, 
amongst  the  latter  again,  many  laboured  under  their 
articular  affection  since  childhood.  And  still,  I  have 
no  doubt,  the  mature  age  has  a  greater  disposition  to  it 
than  children ;  but,  if  it  attacks  the  latter,  I  believe,  the 
greater  delicacy  of  organie  structure,  and  the  leas  of 
vital  energy,  makes  it  more  injurious,  and  difficult  to 
cure.  The  scrofulous  dyscrasy,  so  frequent  till  the  ag^ 
of  puberty,  and  much  rarer  in  the  mature  age,  seems 
also  to  account  for  the  above  fiact.  I  ^nfesa  I  have 
been  freqnentiy  at  a  loss,  if  I  ou^jit  to  regard  a  certam 
articular  affection  of  the  above  feature  as  couBequeat 
to  rheumatism,  or  to  the  scrofulous  diathesta  of  the 
chUd. 

I  remember,  amongst  eighty  recorded  cases,  of  time 
on  whom  tenotomy  has  been  performed,  two-thirds  of 
them  concerned  the  knee-joint;  then  comes  the  elbow, 
ankles,  and  finally,  the  wrist.  In  adults  these  propor- 
tions were  different;  and  the  greatest  difference  I  find 
is,  that  affections  of  the  smaller  joints,  so  frequent  in 
adults,  did  so  seldom  occur  in  my  practice  even  betweea 
six  and  thirteen  years. 

A  fiict  of  some  interest  is  also  this,— that  I  remember 
very  few  cases  of  acute  articular  rheumatism  of  tiie 
above  description,  with  which  rheumatic  affections  of 
muscles  or  serous  envelopes  of  any  organ  of  the  three 
cavities,  except  the  heart,  were  associated.  This  it  is 
good  to  know ;  so,  if  your  little  patient,  affected  with 
a  severe  fit  of  rheumatism  of  one  or  more  joints,  should 
heavily  moan,  and  appear  not  only  depressed,  but  also 
oppressed  in  his  chest,  without  expUnatory  words,  on 
his  side,  you  have  little  reason  to  attribute  this  to 
rheumatic  pleurodynia,  and  aome  reason  to  suspect  a 
beginning  affection  of  the  heart. 

Anotiier  feature  of  rheumatic  fever,  the  most  frequent 
with  young  children,  is  that  in  which  the  goieral 
symptoms  of  fever  are  the  more  salient,  and  connected 
only  with  some  local  pain,  fixed  or  erratic,  in  some 
joint  or  joints,  or  muscular  or  serous  structures,  without 
inflammatory  swelling.  Income  cases  of  tiixs  kind  ^ 
fever  may  have  set  in  vehementiy,  and  with  rigor;  and 
soon  afterwards,  or  during  the  hot  stage,  plaintrre 
moaning,  or  painful  crying,  or  some  other  expressioB 
or  movement,  have  shown  you  the  presence  of  pain,  hot 
of  which  you  cannot  find  out  the  locality.  VPithin  a 
day  or  two  gentie  perspiration  will  appear,  more  or  leai 
alleviating — or  profuse  perspiration,  commonly  not  alle- 
viating—>the  patient.  In  the  case  of  beneficial  perspi- 
ration, probably  one  or  more  exacerbations  wiJl  stiB 
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«oinie»  with  a  remittent  type,  but  from  day  to  day  less, 
Sid  thus  in  a  few  days  the  fever  will  have  entirelj 
ceased.  In  the  case  of  noD-allemting  perspiration,  on 
the  contrary,  yon  are  less  snre  of  what  will  happen. 
Itee  may  be,  even  nnder  that  kind  of  cntaneons  action, 
some  relief,  bnt  perhaps,  ere  long,  burning  dry  heat 
wiU  follow,  and  the  second  exacerbation  possibly  be 
stronger  than  the  first ;  in  one  word,  you  may  have  to 
contend  with  a  changeable,  weary  disease,  of  undefeer- 
mined  length,  which,  though  you  cannot  find  out  any 
part  swollen  and  inflamed,  will  be  a  subject  of  anxiety 
lor  the  parents  and  a  hard  trial  for  yourself. 

4[t  needs  scarcely  to  be  mentioned,  that  the  rheumatic 
pain  connected  with  this  form  of  fever,  not  only  changes 
as  to  its  intensity,  but,  what  is  more  obscure  and 
disagreeable  in  the  speechless  child,  from  the  shoulder 
to  the  knee,  or  thence  to  the  chest,  head,  or  belly,  thus 
|>uszling  your  continued  inquiries,  and  exhausting  the 
•eonfidence  of  the  parents. 

Hiis  IS  a  form  frequent  amongst  adults,  in  particular 
females,  or  other?rise  delicate  constitutions ;  and  this,  I 
can  stale,  is  frequent  also  with  children  less  than  three 
years  old.  There  is  by  far  less  danger,  but  also  less 
regularity  in  it,  than  in  the  acute  articular  rheumatism. 
Its  duration  may  be  two  or  three  days,  or  as  many  weeks ; 
but  under  fitvonrable  circumstances,  there  will  be  seldom 
longer  an  j  trace  of  it.  Relapses,  however,  are  as  easy 
as  in  any  other ;  the  thermo-electric  changes  affect  it 
like  any  other  and  the  rheumatic  diathesis,  of  which  I 
wHI  speak  in  another  lecture,  can  be  the  consequence 
•of  this  form  as  well  as  of  severer  ones.  The  urine  shows 
likewiae  the  rheumatic  mark,  bnt  more  irregularly, 
the  add  deposit  appearing  more  one  day  and  less  on 


It  will  be  useful  to  you  to  know,  that  whenever  articular 
iheomatalgia  becomes  not  alleviated  by  sweat,  and  that 
two  exacerbations  are  paat  without  swelling,  you  have 
little  reaaon  to  anticipate  the  ioflammatory  swelling  in 
the  coarse  of  this  case,  however  severe  may  be  the  pain. 
Tlie  aame  applies  to  rheumatic  pain  in  other  parts,/,  e., 
^pleurodynia  will  not  pass  into  pleurisy  under  the  men- 
tiened  circumstance;  nor  is,  according  to  what  I  have 
«een,  eweoc  rlieumatalgia  of  the  heart,  under  the  above 
^etrcnmetanoes,  likely  to  pass  into  inflammatory  changes. 

Of  chronic  rheumatism  of  different  parts  I  will  speak 
more  psvticnlarly  in  my  next  lecture;  but  I  am  obliged 
to  make  some  remarks  here  on  local  rheumatism,  in 
Tarions  forms,  as  far  as  they  are  connected  and  go 
along  with  fever. 

All  known  rheumatic  local  affections  commence  with 
pain,  which,  if  it  has  iopau  mio  inflammaiiont  will  be 
JU^td  Jrom  Us  beginmnff,  and  in  a  child  there  will  be 
0ome  structural  change  discoverable  already  within  the 
first  twenty-four  hours,  or  even  ere  twelve  hours  elapse, 
in  yigoroQS  young  children.  I  must  except  from  this 
statement,  however,  the  hea«l  and  the  ear,  which  some- 
timea  prove  to  be  more  difficult  in  giving,  in  a  speech- 
leaa  child,  sufficient  evidence  of  their  inflammatory 
.^laracter.  In  rheumatism  of  the  joints,  of  course,  every 
thing  becomes  sooner  clear  than  in  any  other  parts,  by 
•toQchisg  and  moving  them.    Rheumatism,  in  form  of 


pern,  can  persist  for  an  undetermined  length  of  tfane, 
either  as  continued  and  remittent,  or  as  intermittent ; 
as  fixed  or  erratic  pain,  without  ever  passing  into  in- 
flammation. This  we  call,  properly,  rheumatalgia.  The 
most  usual  seat  of  rheumatalgia  are  muscles ;  next,  I 
believe,  come  the  nerves.  The  latter  kind  of  rheu- 
matism takes  the  most  subtle  immaterial  form.  In 
other  parts,  in  the  serous  and  fibrous  membranes,  in 
particular  in  the  joints,  it  may  persist'  as  pure  pain, 
horn  beginning  to  end,  but  it  may  also  pass  into  inflam* 
mation  and  swelling  with  their  ulterior  issues. 

Now,  if  you  have  a  young  child  in  fever  with  the 
rheumatic  character,  and  you  have  succeeded  in  finding 
out  the  seat  of  pain :  if  the  fever  runs  high,  and  the  pain  • 
is  fixed  for  a  few  hours  in  any  part,  except  a  nerve  or 
muscle,  I  know  no  sign — ^no  circumstance,  which  at  once 
could  ascertain  its  inflammatory  or  non-inflammatory 
nature. 

If  twenty-four  hours  are  past,  the  pain  persisting  fixed, 
but  without  swelling,  there  is  already  some  probability 
of  its  being  not  inflammatory ;  and,  finally,  if  that  pain 
had  already  considerably  remitted  once  or  twice,  or 
leaped  from  one  part  to  another,  then  it  is  almost  sure 
to  be  rheumatalgia.  I  will  consider  now  the  principal 
local  complaints. 

Rheumaiie  headache,  if  connected  with  fever,  is  very 
generally  severe.  We  know  from  adult  patients,  that 
commdfily  it  fixes  in  some  lateral  part  of  the  head, 
about  the  temples.  To  enter  here  into  a  diagnostic 
disquisition,  if  the  pericranium,  the  dura,  or  one  of  the 
serous  meninges,  be  the  seat  of  rheumatalgia,  or  other 
subtleties,  would  be  perfectiy  useless  for  our  purpose, 
it  would,  moreover,  be  almost  impossible  in  a  little 
child.  For  our  purpose,  I  beg  to  remark : — Headache 
is  pretty  nearly  constant  in  every  kind  of  fever,  I  must 
therefore  refer,  to  what  I  said  before,  ou/ebrile  headache. 
Rheumatic  headache  has,  in  the  majority,  a  more  local 
circumscribed  seat,  and  the  pain  is  more  abate  in  it. 
The  child  will  manifest  many  of  those  symptoms,  which 
I  have  mentioned  as  belonging  to  commencing  menin- 
gitis, (on  which  I  will  speak  more  particularly  in  its 
place,)  sometimes  vomiting  or  ecdampsy  will  appear ; 
in  many  cases,  when  you  carefully  touch,  pressing  with 
one  finger  all  over  the  scalp,  you  will  find  out  a 
decidedly  painful  spot:  the  child  will  move  and  cry 
more  or  less  vehemently  when  you  touch  that  spot,  and 
not  the  least  when  on  the  other  side.  Sometimes  not 
{be  slightest  touch  of  the  finger  can  be  made  without 
eliciting  painful  crying;  in  this  case  the  scalp  b  the 
seat  of  pain;  but  even  if  the  inside  of  the  skull  be 
affected  by  rheumatism  in  a  limited  spot,  the  corres- 
pondent outside  is  always  more  or  less  sensible. 

It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  as  long  as  the 
paroxysm  is  vehement,  consequentiy  the  head  affected 
by  the  fever  itself,  and  the  whole  system  of  the  tender 
patient  depressed,  there  will  be  great  difficulty  in 
making  out  the  above  diagnosis.  Even  children  who 
can  speak,  and  are  otherwise  intelligent,  are  so  irritable 
and  depressed  that  we  cannot  get  good  answers  from 
them  $  and  thus  it  happened  with  me,  more  than  once, 
that  I  hurried  with  energetic  leeching,  when  sometime 


522 


DR.  MEREI  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  CHILDREN. 


afterwards  it  became  clear  that  there  W^as  no  ioflamma- 
tion^  but  erratic  rheomatalgia. 

Within  twenty-four  boors  this  will,  in  the  great 
majorityi  and  particularly  in  young  chUdren,  become 
clear,  because  in  that  time  either  remission ,  or 
even  a  second  exacerbation  after  remission,  will  have 
taken  place.  Only  in  rare  and  vehement  cases  this 
sometimes  happens  the  second  day,  and  in  this  case,  in 
fdict,  we  cannot  make  so  clear  the  matter,  as  to  be 
allowed  to  delay  longer  than  twelve  or  twenty-four 
hours,  subtractug  blood  as  a  measure  of  prudence. 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases  rheumatic  fever 
shows  remission  and  sweat  within  twenty-four  hours ; 
and  then,  if  in  spite  of  this  the  signs  of  acute 
pain  in  some  part  of  the  head  persist,  I  consider,  this 
as  rheumatic  headache;  and  if  the  signs  of  headache 
remit  along  with  the  fever,  and  reappear  more  intensely 
with  a  new  exacerbation,  there  is  almost  every  certainty 
of  its  neither  being  nor  becoming  meningitis,  be  that 
headache  rheumatic  or  otherwise.  Profuse  and  not 
aUflviating  sweat,  makes  the  rheumatic  nature  of  the 
headache  still  clearer.  You  must  not  forget  also  in  this 
instance,  what  I  said  already  in  another  lecture,  that  in 
febrile  headache  the  child  lies  rather  quietly  moaning; 
under  an  acute  local  pain  of  the  head,  like  that  of 
rheumatism,  there  is  more  moving  about  with  the  head, 
or  with  one  of  the  hands  towards  the  head,  more  like 
in  the  beginning  of  meningitis. 

Rkeumatiim  qfthe  eye,  along  with  fever  of  the  kind, 
is  not  unfrequent  in  children.  In  its  fixed  and  inflam- 
matory form,  in  the  serous  or  fibrous  tissues  of  the  eye, 
it  is  too  well  known  and  easily  perceptible  on  the  child, 
to  require  a  particular  mention  here.  It  attacks  com- 
monly only  one  eye,  or  at  least  one  prominently  severe. 

BheumaUUgy  qf  the  eye,  generally  remittent  and  con- 
nected with  a  mild  remittent  fever,  or  no  fever  at  all, 
will  be  disceverable  in  little  children  by  the  different 
sensibility  and  appearance  of  the  affected  eye.  The 
eyelids  are  less  open,  and  move  less  freely  than  those  of 
the  other  eye. 

Next  I  must  mention  the  rheMmaHtim  of  the  ear. 
This  is  also  very  difficult  to  diagnosticate,  when  it  comes 
along  with  the  fever,  iif  the  first  twenty -four  hours; 
but  the  second  day,  either  the  fever  will  have  remitted, 
and  the  signs  of  earache  become  more  prominent ;  or  if 
otitis  has  to  develope,  already  some  swelling  and 
tenderness  of  the-  respective  parts  will  be  discoverable 
by  the  skilful  practitioner.  Other  objective  signs  of 
pain  in  the  ear  in  little  children,  consist  in  some  move- 
ment of  one  of  the  hands  towards  one  of  the  ears^  and 
fliat  the  child  if  set  upright  in  the  arms,  drops  the  head 
towards  the  affected  side.  In  th^  great  majority  of  the 
cases  of  acute  otitis  I  saw  connected  with  it  moderate  or 
slight,  and  remittent  fever;  and  otalgia,  which  very 
generally  appears  to  be  of  rheumatic  origin,  and  in 
which  the  pain  is  by  far  the  most  violent,  generally  not 
connected  with  fever  at  aU.  On  these  subjects  there- 
fore, I  will  speak  more  properly  under  the  head  of 
chronic  rheumatism. 

Pleaarodynia  is  frequently  connected  with  rheumatic 
fevers  of  children,  mild  as  w^  as  severe.    It  can  have 


its  seat,  there  is  no  doubt,  in  the  pulmonary  pkum;. 
but  commonly  it  is  the  costal  pleura  and  mljafgnfc 
muscles,  together,  or  separately  each  of  these  parts. 

I  cannot  say  in  which  side  I  have  more  frequailly 
observed  rheumatic  pleurodynia;  but  I  bdiere  ooo* 
stantly  on  one  only.  It  is  a  severe  pain,  Teheacnti^ 
increasing  by  the  respiratory  movement  of  the  diest  in 
deep  inspiration.  In  fact,  the  child's  breathing  in  Una 
case  will  appear  to  be  superficial  and  cut  short ;  and 
both  fever  and  acute  pain  will  concert  in  giving  the  dnU 
an  alarming  aspect. 

In  general  it  will  lie  quietly  on  one  side,  half  dosing» 
interruptedly  moaning,  with  closed  eyes.  As  aocm  as 
the  mother  tries  to  take  it  up  or  change  its  posxtkiBv  it 
commences  to  cry,  but  at  once  we  see  it  is  checked  in 
doing  so  by  pain.  Under  this  circunurtance,  c<»mmnnly 
some  dry  short  cough  comes  forth ;  and  in  some  ca«» 
this  happens  repeatedly  for  some  time,  even  if  the  dnU 
has  not  been  moved  at  all. 

Now  this  I  have  noticed  frequently;  and  it  1ms  not 
seldom  been  mistaken  for  pleurisy.  And  there  is  ne 
doubt  pleurodynia,  connected  vnih  /ever,  iooka  to  ikf- 
eye  decidedly  and  in  ewrything  like  plewrity  in.  its  tat 
stage,  before  exudation  has  taken  place.  Kaj»  what  is 
more,  we  auscultate,  and  find  negative  resnlts  eqval  in 
both  cases.  In  instances,  where  the  pain  is  in  the 
pulmonic  serous  membrane,  or  in  the  costal  plenum  biifc 
very  intense^  ^  side  of  the  chest  mores 
the  other,  and  the  respiratory  sound  is  lessem 
in  the  commencement  of  pleurisy.  But  let  me  i 
that  this  unoortunty  can  last  for  you  only 
twelve  and  twenty-four  hours;  became  iheomalie  psA 
of  those  parts,  if  connected  with  fever,  may  cnntiwir 
in  the  same  way  for  some  time ;  but  pleurisy,  if  It  ban 
to  come,  will  show  itself  in  children,  aocoiding  to  mf 
experience,  withm  the  first  twenty-four  hours  of  \ 
and  most  frequently  within  the  first  twdve,  by 
friction-sound  at  one  side  of  the  diest;  and 
by  the  more  significative  dulness  on  percuseiOB. 

Thus  stands  the  dignosLs  in  cases  where  the 
alone,  without  the  intercostal  musdes,  is  the  eeet  of 
pain;  in  most  instances,  however,  the  latter  nill  W 
affected  too ;  and  then,  by  careful  touching  i 
with  our  fingers  upon  the  intercostal  spaces,  ure 
see  clear  at  once;  because  it  mH  appear  that  tlie  pain 
is  very  superficial,  which  is  not  the  case  with  pleniisy}. 
for  in  this  case  the  child  will  bear  our  toudi  better. 

As  to  posture,  according  to  my  experienoe  tbe  fifctle 
patients  lie,  in  pleurisy  as  well  as  in  plenrodyasBr 
if  the  pain  is  very  severei  generally  on  the  heaUiy  aids^ 
or  on  the  back. 

But  let  us  suppose,  now,  the  child  lies  from  tbe  ps#» 
ceding  day  in  high  fever,  heavily  moaning,  in  i 
immobility ;  his  respiration  is  short  and  frequent  (vi 
of  course,  it  is  in  high  fever  of  any  kind) ;  there  is  ant 
the  least  cough ;  and  the  mother  did  not  notieeiy  mm 
tell  you,  that  in  moving  the  child  livdy  riTiirraninna  ef 
pain  come  forth;  and. the  like.  Let  this  all  bene ^ 
still  there  are  means  of  ascertaining  the  presanee  wmk 
seat  of  pain,  if  even  it  were  limited  to  only  a 
spot  of  the  chest,  and  even  allow  some 
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smenti  without  considerable  increase  of  the  pain.  This 
means  I  haye  ahready  mentioned ;  it  is  to  pnsh  gently, 
hot  with  gradually  increasing  pressure,  the  abdominal 
viscera  towards  the  diaphragm,  whereby  fordble 
inepitations  being  produced,  it  will  soon  become  dear 
that  this  act  is  prevented  by  pain.  And  as  auscultation 
«id  percussion  will  give  you  negative  results,  it  will  be 
nearly  certain  by  that  double  circumstance,  that  there 
is  pain  outside  the  lung,  or  even  outside  the  chest, 
in  the  muscles.  This  bemg  ascertained,  exploration 
by  touch  may  still  bring  you  nearer  to  exactness. 

But,  as  I  mentioned  before,  though  pleurodynia,  with 
high  fever,  in  the  first  twelve  hours,  or  longer,  may 
-completely  imitate  beginning  pleurisy,  consequently,  in 
a  strong  child,  even  require  leeching,  as  means  of 
fnrudence;  yet  towards  the  end  of  the  first,  or  on  the 
second  day,  the  fever  having  become  more  or  less 
-rendttent,  and  the  above  chest-symptoms  persisting 
still,  without  further  physical  change  in  the  respiratory 
sounds,  then  you  may  be  sure  that  you  have  rheumatic 
{deurodiny  before  you,  and  no  danger  of  exudation. 

I  have  dwelt  so  long  upon  that  apparently  little 
subject,  because  I  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  anxiety, 
•confusion,  or  mistake  about  it~-becanse  it  hi  a  frequent 
form  of  rheumatism  with  children,  and  nowhere  you 
-find  directions  conceming  it  in  the  speechless  patient. 
If  we  wish  to  keep  up  the  credit  and  honour  of  our 
remedies  in  the  present  age,  we  must  pay  increasing 
attention  to  every  subject  of  practical  concern.  It  is 
not  indifferent,  if  in  cases  just  alluded  to,  a  child  is 
'leeched,  or  not  leeched.  A  few  days  ago  I  had  to 
Attend  a  child,  three  years  old,  of  my  distinguished 
-colleague,  Mr.  N.,  a  child  (with  the  rare  peculiarity, 
that  till  tiie  present  day  there  was  no  possibility  of 
getting  into  her  mouth  anything  besides  milk  and  water) 
-of  a  very  delicate  constitution.  She  had  a  strong'fever, 
wttii  pleurodiny.  Leeches  in  this  case  were  not  an 
indifferent  question. 

Lmnhagoy  or  let  us  say  rheumatism  of  some  nniseular 
part  near  the  loins,  is  also  a  frequent  comparison  of 
•liieumatic  fever  in  children.  I  happened,  many  and 
many  times,  to  discover  it  in  chfldren  one  or  two  years 
•old.  I  found  it  seldom  connected  with  high  fever, 
bitt  almost  always  with  a  moderate  or  slight  degree. 
Liumbago  itself  is  variable  in  intensity.  If  both  lumbago 
find  fisver  are  strong,  then  the  diild  lies  on  his  back, 
with  superficial  breathing,  steadily  in  the  same  posture, 
^th  the  eyes  shut,  and  heavily  moaning,  entirely 
reseinbling  acute  instances  of  mwca/oy  pleurodynia,  with 
the  only  difference  that  the  immobility  is  still  greater  in 
Itnnbago ;  and  the  slightest  change  in  position  causes 
'vehement  crying,  which,  of  course,  soon  becomes 
43iecked  by  pain. 

In  severe  degrees  of  this  affection  its  presence  can 
scarcely  escape  the  attention  of  a  careful  mother  or 
piiysieian,  and  this  being  clear,  a  minute  examination 
by  touch  and  pressure  by  our  finger,  auscultation,  and 
flbme  purposely  but  gently-performed  movements,  will 
nake  the  diagnosis  of  the  locality  clear. 

SflUght  degrees  of  lumbago,  however,  are  easily  over- 
looked in  a  young  child,  or,  as  I  have  seen  it,  con- 


founded with  pleurodynia,  and  mustard  poultices  plaoed 
under  the  armpit,  instead  of  the  lumbar  region.  Be 
very  exact  in  your  examining  and  diagnostical  pro* 
ceedings  with  children,  and  you  will  not  be  frequentiy 
mistaken  in  that  way. 

KhetamUiim  qftke  heart  Pericarditis,  and  endocar- 
ditis, I  am  sure,  are  exceedingly  rare  in  infants,  but  as 
they  are  fu  more  dangerous  to  life  than  in  adults,  it  is 
our  duty  to  watch  the  child  carefully,  and  auscultate 
twice  or  more  every  day,  as  soon  and  as  long  as  signs 
of  rheumatic  fever  is  perceptible ;  I  should  say«  per- 
haps, as  long  as  signs  of  the  rheumatic  diathesis  are 
present  in  the  child. 

After  all  that  I  have  seen,  I  must  believe,  that 
amongst  acute  affections  of  the  heart  in  children,  the 
great  majority  are  owing  to  rheumatism.  Of  the 
chronic  form  I  shall  not  speak  in  this  place. 

Let  me  request  you  to  peruse  carefully  the  table  of 
my  distinguished  colleague  Dr.  West,  of  London, 
which  is  annexed  to  his  *'  Lecture  on  Diseases  of  the 
Heart,' ^-*a  short  but  excellent  treatise  on  that  subject, 
containing  a  comparative  survey  of  thirty-three  cases  of 
diseases  of  the  heart  in  children,  which  in  many  respects 
it  will  be  useful  to  you  to  have  carefully  looked  through- 
Nine  acute  cases  are  of  the  rheumatic  origin,  and  a  great 
many  others  of  the  chronic  kind,  of  which  the  earliest 
commencement  is  not  known.  Many  of  them  have 
arisen  from  the  same  source. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  I  am,  as  yet,  at  a  loss 
for  figures  conceming  that  disease  taken  from  my 
practice  at  Pesth;  but  you  will  be  surprised,  knowing 
the  excessive  frequency  of  rheumatism  there,  when  I 
say  I  am  sure  that  all  diseases  of  the  heart  which  we 
have  witnessed  and  recorded  in  the  Children's  Hospital, 
(upon  about  16,500  various  diseases  treated  there  till 
the  summer  of  1649,)  there  will  scai^ly  be  more  than 
half  a  dozen  children  under  the  fifth  year  of  age ;  at  the 
same  time  I  must  express  my  conviction,  according  to 
which,  amongst  all  cardiac  and  pericardiac  affections 
which  I  have  seen  in  the  hoq>ital,  as  well  as  in  an 
extensive  consulting  practice,  from  infancy  up  to  puberty, 
of  which  the  total  number  scarcely  may  exceed  sixty  or 
seventy — that,  amongst  these  cases;  almost  all,  which 
were  not  nccndary  hypertrophies  or  dilatations  of  tiie 
right  ventricle,  (in  consequence  of  chronic  brondio« 
pneumonia  in  older  children,)  and  of  which  we  could 
get  some  good  data,  or  examination  near  their  oom« 
mencement,  almost  all  were  considered  by  us  as  of 
rheumatic  origin. 

Some  authors  state  the  affection  in  question  to  be  fkr 
more  frequent  in  infancy ;  I  did  not  find  it  so.  And  it 
appeared  to  me,  that  most  of  the  cases  of  valvular,  or 
in  general  endocardial  affections,  whidi  I  have  seen  in 
adult  patients,  originated  rather  from  what  some  have 
called  gtnUy  rheumatism,  or  simply  from  gout,  than 
from  simple  rheumatism.  Both  the  former  are  not 
proper  to  infancy. 

In  this  place  I  have  not  to  speak  in  detul  on  affections 
of  the  heart,  I  have  only  to  point  out  to  you  the 
rheumatic  origin  of  most  of  them  in  children,  and  give 
you  some  hinte  how  to  perceive  their  first  begimiisg  ia 
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a  Bpeechless  child.  First,  you  may  look  at  it  as 
possibly  a  case  of  acute  articular  rheumatism;  but 
then,  any  fever  with  the  rheumatic  character,  (of  which 
I  will  speak  by-aad-by,)  in  particular  as  long  as  the 
mine  maintains  the  specific  deposit,  can  produce  rheu- 
matism of  the  heart.  The  most  firequent  seat  of  it  in 
children,  I  believe,  is  the  pericardium,  and  less  frequent 
the  endocardium.  As  long  as  rheumatism  of  these 
parts  exists  only  in  the  form  of  pain,  it  will  be  scarcely 
possible  for  you  to  distinguish  it  in  a  little  child  from 
pleurodynia,  when  the  pleura  aches  just  near  the  heart. 
I  have  met  with  cases  where  strong  palpitation  has 
been  present  during  fever  of  the  rheumatic  character, 
along  with  heavy  painful  moaning,  short  and  frequent 
inspirations,— where,  in  spite  of  the  absence  of  either 
pericardial  friction  or  endocardial  murmurs,  I  referred 
the  pain  to  the  heart ;  it  is,  however,  impossible  at  that 
'  stage  of  rheumatism  of  this  organ,  to  exactly  distinguish 
if  it  be  in  the  peri-,  or  the  endocardium.  I  have  had 
eases  of  that  kind,  in  which  pain  and  palpitation  have 
ceased  quickly  or  slowly,  without  a  sign  of  material 
change. 

If  rheumatism  commences  to  go  on  the  course  of 
inflammation  in  the  heart,  then  the  slightest  fnction- 
•onnd,  or  the  slightest  bellows-murmur,  (let  us  say  any 
kind  and  degree  of  endocardial  murmur,)  must  act 
upon  your  mind  as  an  imperious  reason  to  check  it,  if 
possible,  at  that  early  stage,  by  energetic  treatment. 

The  question,  however,  is, — la  every  pom  qf  the 
heart  or  pericardium  during  rheumaiie  fever  {idble  to 
produce  atruetural  changee  or  eaudaiione?  According 
to  my  belief,  I  must  say  not.  At  Pesth,  in  adult 
patients,  (nay,  in  myself,  and  I  was  for  some  years  very 
frequently  affected  with  rheumatic  fever  and  articular 
rheumatism,)  very  frequently  I  had  cases  in  which  a 
decided  muscular  rheumatalgia,  either  of  the  shoulder, 
loins-— or,  even  rheumatism  of  the  knee,  suddenly 
leaped  on  the  heart,  causing  so  severe  a  pain  in  thi^ 
oigan,  with  or  without  palpitation,  that  some  patients 
described  it  as  atrocious ;  then  it  passed,  after  hours  or 
days,  entirely,  or  returned  again,  and  no  mischief  has 
been  produced.  Where  these  attacks  of  pain  in  the 
muscular  tissue,  in  the  serous  lining,  or  in  some  nerve  ? 
I  do  not  know,  but  I  strongly  believe  that  rheumatalgia 
of  this  noble  organ  is  not  rare  in  adults ;  and  in  some 
cases,  as  for  as  I  could  ascertain,  I  thought  I  had  before 
me  the  same  form  many  times  in  children. 

As  to  artieuiar  rheumatiam — ^be  it  simply  pain  or 
inflammatory  disease — I  mentioned  already  that  it  is 
the  most  easily  reoognixable  rheumatic  local  affection, 
even  during  the  symptoms  of  fever,  so  troublesome  and 
alarming  in  a  child.  I  will  speak  more  particularly  of 
it  in  a  future  lecture,  under  the  head  of  chronic  rheu- 
matism. Here  I  only  wish  to  mention,  that  in  i  general 
the  joints,  but  amongst  these  the  knees  are  the  most 
frequently  injured  or  destroyed  by  rheumatism  in 
children,  I  at  least  saw  them  affected  and  disorganized 
much  more  frequently  than  the  ankles  or  elbows  at 
that  age.  I  saw  the  acute  inflammatory,  as  well  as  the 
destructive  chronic  form,  with  their  bad  results.  For 
my  present  purpose,  which  ooncenu  these  articular 


affections  only  as  for  and  as  long  as  they  are  f^rUe^  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  point  out  th^  early  origin,  soon 
after,  along  with,  or  a  little  before  a  vehement  paroxyam ; 
and  in  order  to  be  successful  in  checking  tfaem,  I  will 
recommend  you,  once  more,  not  to  n^lect,  in  any 
primary  paroxysm,  to  move  and  touch  carefully  all  fte 
joints  of  the  child ;  thus  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  over- 
look that  form. 

I  mentioned  at  the  head  of  this  lecture.  In  cbfldrea 
under  three  years  I  seldom  saw  the  general  acute 
articular  rheumatism,  as  we  meet  with  it  in  adults; 
commonly  in  young  children  only  one  or  two  joints  are 
affected.  Simple  rheumatalgia,  with  all  its  diangeahle 
attributes,  is  more  frequent  in  the  arm-joint,  next  la 
the  knee. 

The  rheumatiam  of  the  neeh,  so  well  known  aa  pra» 
ductive  of  the  torticollis,  was  in  my  practice  not  00  laie 
an  occurrence  in  rheumatic  fever  of  young  diUdicn ;  it 
is  easily  distinguishable  by  the  repcatedly-mentiooeA 
means  of  investigating  a  diild.  It  is  not  dangjeroas; 
no  swelling  nor  suppuration  will  ensue,  but  not  1 
permanent  contractions,  t.tf.,  torticollis. 

Let  it  be  observed,  the  disagreeable  issne  of 
matism  of  muscles  or  tendons,  is  contraction ;  that  ef 
serous  and  fibrous  membranes,  exudations  of  Tazjoas 
kinds.  Of  the  rheumatic  neuralgia,  we  know  not*  aa 
yet,  material  changes. 

Mheumatiam  of  the  Stomach,— Behn  all,  I  be^  in 
remind  you  of  what  I  said  in  a  former  lectore  on  fktrUe 
gaairic  diaorder,  t,  e.,  functional  derangement  of  Ike 
abdominal  organs  arising  from  troubled  innenraiiaii  hf 
any  kind  of  paroxysm.  This;  therefore,  is  a  familiar 
companion  of  rheumatic  fever  too,  and  requires  aimply 
patience  untQ  the  crisis  carries  it  off,  or  the  use  of  aa 
emetic  and  purgative,  according  to  signs  and  indkatSons; 
pointed  out  in  the  place  mentioned.  But  there  may  be;, 
instead  of  common  febrile  derangement  of  Hie  abdomen, 
rheumatism  localised  in  it,  in  which  case  flie  above 
remedies  would  cause  great  mischief  to  the  little  salleiar. 

Rheumatism  of  the  stomach,  as  &r  as  I  observed  it, 
on  grown-up  people,  causes  firom  time  to  time  feailal 
constrictive  pains  of  that  part,  with  tlie  utmost  tntdflr- 
ance  of  food,  cold  water,  and  remedies.  Tlie  psdn  is 
commonly  remittent,  and  if  continuous,  then  it  will,  it 
least  at  intervals,  increase  for  a  short  time.  Tbe 
epigastrium  is  tense,  and  resists  but  little  pRMine. 
There  is  much  thirst,  but  only  small  quantities  cf 
liquid  tolerated,  rather  warm.  All  theae  symptoaa 
can  be  more  or  less  severe.  The  tongue  la  propor- 
tionally less  red  and  dry  than  in  the  eiytbemaftooa,  cr 
(the  very  rare)  general  inflammation  of  the  atomacb. 
I  have  observed  in  some  well  ascertained  caeea  of  iban- 
matic  fever,  with  rheumatism  of  the  stomacb,  a  dry  red 
stripe,  from  half  an  inch  to  an  inch  broad,  of  a  very  strik- 
ing  aspect,  like  a  ribbon,  from  the  top  of  the  tongoe  t» 
the  bottom,  just  along  its  middle  third,  and  flw  otber 
two  thirds  outside  more  or  less  ai^roacfaing  the 
normal  aspect.  This  I  have  observed  also  on  soaw 
children,  but  not  of  the  tender  age  I  cannot  ny  Aat 
it  is  quite  peculiar  to  rheumatic  fever,  and  IbereAce  of 
much  diagnoBtioal  value. 
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I  think  I  sm  right  in  drawing  the  following  propor- 
lioiial  relation  between  local  symptoma  and  fever,  in 
gaatritia  and  in  rheomatiani  of  the  stomach.  In  gas- 
tritis, the  acntenees  of  the  attack,  the  pain  of  the 
(Stomach,  and  dryness  of  the  tongoe,  are  in  propor- 
tion to  the  degree  of  fever. 

•In  iheamatism  of  the  stomach,  the  pain  may  be  very 
intense,  with  moderate  or  little  fever,  and  a  moist 
iongne.  Now  this  is  of  some  value,  though  not  without 
•exceptions.  No'  doubt,  it  is  of  the  first  importance  to 
know  real  inflammation^  be  it  primary  or  arising  from 
acnte  rheumatism  of  that  organ.  In  about  twenty-four 
hours' this  becomes  dear;  under  that  time^  if  in  high 
ftver  you  find  the  child  vomiting,  with  tense  epigas- 
trium, a  lively  expression  of  pain  in  the  countenance, 
«Bd  continuous  painful  moaning,  instantaneous  increase 
«f  tiKMM  wjmptoms,  by  a  painftil  outcry  of  the  child,  as 
eoon  as  you  press  wMi  yourfinger  upon  the  epigastrium ; 
if  all  these  are  present  some  hours,  and  cease  not  under 
suitable  warm  poultices,  it  would  be  a  fiiult  to  wait 
longer  with  energetic  antiphlogistic  means,  and  ez- 
^pose  the  child  to  the  possibility  of  danger  by  delaying 
<until  the  fever,  and  along  with  it  the  gastric  affection, 
might  show  its  real  nature. 

EkemmaHtm  qfike  Iwer,  having  its  seat  in  the  serous 
-envelope  of  this  organ,  causes  painful  moaning  under 
the  respiratory  movements  of  the  chest  and  diaphragm, 
liflious  vomiting  and  similar  diarrhoea,  and  is  easily  dis- 
eoverable  by  carefully  touching  over  the  liver.  I 
believe  most  of  those  cases,  which  in  the  first  years  of 
my  hospital  practice  I  have  called  **  hepatitis,"  were 
but  rheumatic  affections  of  this  organ,  only  a  few  of 
which  had  the  inflammatory  character. 

Both  rAeumatalffia  and  rheumatic  it^lammation  of 
the  intestines  are  rather  common  in  children,  even  of 
the  tender  age.  Rheugiatism  in  these  parts,  connected 
with  fever,  can  scarcely  be  overlooked ;  besides  a  con- 
tinuous uneasiness,  and  painful  expression  of  counte- 
nance with  moaning,  from  time  to  time  the  pain  in- 
^creases  so  far  as  to  cause  vehement  painful  crying,  with 
the  usual  drawing  up  and  moving  of  the  legs,  then 
usually  comes  a  sudden  diarrhoea  of  thin  serosity,  a 
little  yellowish  in  nurselings,  above  that  age  notun- 
l^nently  greenish.  Aiterthese  tumultuous  evacuations 
the  child  becomes  more  quiet,  but  appears  still  uneasy, 
the  belly  is  puffed  up  and  tender  on  pressure.  If  the 
affection  be  inflammatory  all  these  signs  are  more 
strongly  expressed,  and  the  expression  of  pain  itself 
almost,  unremittingly  strong. 

^  peritoneal  rheumatiim  the  more  puffed  state  of  the 
bdly,  with  exquisite  tenderness  all  over  its  surface,  will 
soon  discover  the  seat  of  pain.  Serous  diarrhoea  and 
most  of  the  before-mentioned  symptoms  will  be  present 
I  believe  in  fact,  that  the  abdominal  peritoneum  may 
merely  be  affected  in  this  way,  without  involving  the 
intestines.  As  to  the  question, — ^Whether  the  seat  of 
rheumatism  be  in  the  serous  or  muscular,  or  both 
envelopes  of  the  alimentary  canal  ?  I  believe  that  it 
csn  take  place  in  all  or  any  of  them ;  but  to  make  a  dis- 
tinctive  diagnosis  between  the  affection  of  either  coat  is, 
I  think,  as  impossible  as  useless. 


I  remember  an  old  and  respectable  colleague  of  mine 
expressed  strong  doubts  as  to  the  possibility  of  diag* 
nosticating  the  abdominal  seats  of  rheumatism  in  « 
child  affected  with  fever,  because  the  child,  he  said,  is 
so  irritable,  and  feds  so  much  tenderness  all  over  iia 
body  fh>m  the  fever  itadf,  that  at  a  moderate  preesuTQ 
by  your  hand  it  will  show  great  irritability,  with  lioma 
expression  of  pain,  and  not  bear  the  touch,  even  if  tliere 
is  not  the  least  degree  of  pain  or  irritation  present. 
Similar  remarks  I  may  be  allowed  to  state,  arise  from 
superficiality,  which  may  be  carried  with  us  to  the 
grave. 

There  is  no  doubt  tiiat  there  will  be  instances  in 
which  we  cannot  make  out  tike  seat  in  the  first  twenty-four 
hours,  or  whether  it  be  simple  rheumatism  or  beginning 
gastro-enteritis  or  peritonitis ;  but  these,  (in  which,  how* 
ever,  a  good  practitioner  will  know  what  to  do,)  are  not 
frequent  for  him,  prorided  that  he  be  skilled  in  children's 
ailments.  It  is  also  of  importance  not  to  overlook, 
under  the  recent  primary  paroxysms,  those  inflamma- 
tions. Now  in  this  respect.  T  can  assure  you  that  a 
young  child  affected  by  any  high  paroxysm,  lies  down- 
cast, depressed,  heavily  moaning,  with  half-shut  eyes  ; 
and  if  in  this  state  you  press  upon  the  belly,  there  will 
be  expression  of  acute  pain,  by  vehement  outcries,  only 
in  the  case  of  real  significant  pain ;  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, the  child  in  fever  will  scarcely  notice  your 
touch. 

RAeunudiam  qf  the  Mp-joini,  I  very  seldom  saw  con- 
nected with  strong  fever;  it  appears  more  frequentiy 
in  the  dironic  form,  and  never,  as  I  am  aware,  before 
about  the  sixth  year,  when  it  will  be  easily  diagnosticated. 

Now,  I  have  finished  that  short  review  of  rheumaiie 
heal  effeciioM,  each  of  which  can  exist  merely  as  pain- 
fixed,  or  eri*atic,  leaping  from  one  part  to  the  other — or 
pass  within  the  first  day  or  two  into  inflammation.  In 
my  next  lecture,  I  will  try  to  give  you  more  exact 
practical  directions  on  the  rheumatic  fever  in  its 
different  connections  with  the  described  local  affections. 
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GENTLBKBN,^My  fricuds  and  colleagues,  who  form 
the  Council  of  the  Leeds  School  of  Medicine,  having 
done  me  the'  honour  to  dect  me  to  the  office  of  President 
for  the  present  year,  it  becomes  my  duty,  in  accordance 
with  a  custom  which  has  for  some  period  prevailed 
amongst  us,  to  deliver  the  introductory  lecture  of  the 
session,  which  is  now  commencing.  Before,  however, 
formally  entering  upon  the  immediate  business  of  the  day, 
I  would  in  their  names,  as  well  as  in  my  own,  beg  to 
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congntulate  thofle  of  you  who  do  not  now  meet  for  the 
first  time  in  this  room,  and  to  greet  with  a  welcome 
thosft  whose  first  appearance  amongst  ns  ia  this  day 
made.  To  the  fonner  I  would  ^press  the  hope*  that 
the.t>^od  which  has  elapsed  since  we  last  met  has  Apt 
been,  wasted;  that  though  the  more  regular  and  direct 
stadies  may  hare  heen  intenrapted,  the  important 
ol^iect  of  them  has  not  been  foigotten;  that»  while 
Jeimre  and  time  have  been  afforded  for  recruiting  health 
and  energy,  which  are  apt  to  become  somewhat  langnid 
and  impaired  by  a  long  comrse  of  stody ;  that,  while 
the  yacation  has  offered  to  many  of  you  opportunity,  in 
conntry  retirement,  for  renewing,-  or  making  acqnint- 
aaoe  with  many  objects  of  natural  beaaty  and  interest; 
or.  by  travel,  of  introducing  to  your  notice  the  wonderfol 
creations  of  man's  genius,  industry,  and  mechanical  skill, 
in  the  Taiious  productions  of  art  and  science,  with 
which  our  own  and  other  counties  abound ;  yet  that 
ihe  information  gained,  and  the  labour  e:q>ended. during 
ihe  last  or  fonner  sessions,  haa  not  been  lost  or  forgotten, 
Irat  that  you  now  assemble  with  renewed  energy  and 
seal  to  start  from  the  vantage  giomid  you  then  won ; 
Wi^d  endowed  with  a  firm  resolutian,  which  shall  con- 
tinue throughout  the  whole  session,  to  make  such  fur- 
ther progress  as  shall  be  creditable  to  yourselves, 
aatisfoctory  to  your  teachers,  and  commensurate  with 
the  advantages  you  have  and  will  eigoy.  To  the  latter 
class  of  my  hearers — ^those  who  now  appear  within 
these  walls  for  the  first  time,  I  would  say  with  encou- 
ragement, let  not  difficulties  which  you  will  inevitably 
encounter,  affright  or  dismay  you;  turn  not  away  in 
disgust  from  questions,  that  to  you  will  necessarily 
appear  abstruse,  because  you  see  those  who  sit  on  the 
Bame  benches  with  yourselves,  make  no  difficulty  of 
them,  but  remembering  that  not  so  long  since  they  were 
in  the. same  position  as  you  now  are;  rather  let  the 
fiict  of  those  who  have  had  the  advantage  in  the  start 
of  you,  having  advanced  before  you,  prove  to  you  that  the 
ascent  is  not  insurmountable,  and  that  ordinary  diligence 
and  due  perseverance  will  be  rewarded  with  satisfactory 
and  pleasurable  success.  Thus  let  me  express  the 
earnest  hope  that  the  good  resolution  which  I  aoubt  not 
youhajeall  formed,  may,  by  your  intercourse  with,  each 
other,  be  mutually  strengthened  and  encouraged — ^that 
a  just  and  honourable  emulation  may  be  felt  and  fostered 
amongst  you,  so  that  if  any  tendency  to  idle  or  improper 
liabits  should  be  evinced,  as  amongst  a  number  of 
students  may  perchance  be  the  case,  the  general  tone 
and  feeling  of  the  great  number  shall  be  so  decidedly 
felt  and  expressed,  as  to  overcome  and  destroy  the 
feeling,  and  that  the  high  reputation  of  the  students  of 
the  Leeds  School  of  Medicine,  for  good  conduct,  for 
persevering  industry,  and  for  great  professional  informa- 
tion, which  has  been  so  generally,  and  I  believe  with 
¥ery  few  exceptions  so  deservedly,  awarded  to  them, 
abaU  not  only  be  maintained,  but  increased ;  that  at  the 
dose  of  the  present  session  we  may  foirly  daim  a  place 
in  the  foremost  rank  of  medical  schools,  whether  they 
be  provincial  or  metropolitan.  For,  remember,  and  it  is 
a  fyct  which  can  never  be  too  prominently  brought  before 
the  minds  of  students,  that  be  the  talents  of  the  teachers 


ever  so  great,  or  the  means  and  i^^ipliaQoes  of  tba  plaoe 
of  education  unsurpassed,  the  permanent  rqwitrtion  ef 
the  school,  college,  or  university,  can  only  be  manv- 
tained  by  the  character  and  aoquirements  of  dkoae  whoio 
education  has  been  received,  and  whose  cbaiaeten  haia* 
been  formed,  within  its  precincts.  Let,  thcrafiife,  eack 
student  who  is  now  assembled  within  this  room,  ao  fsal 
and  act  as  though  the  reputatioD  of  the  scbibol « 
upon  himself  alone. 

During  the  last  few  years,  a  oooadecafals  i 
taken  place,  not  only  in  respect  to  Hbe  style,  but  also  aa 
regards  the  matter,  of  the  introductory  leotnrea.  For- 
merly an  introductory  lectore  would  have  aervcdoqaaOgr 
well,  not  merely  for  any  of  our  piascrifaad  rimiisiiii 
but  indeed,  for  almost  any  academSeal  oourao.  Latteiif 
however,  thia  practice  has  been  by  maiqr  pqaapaa 
abandoned;  preliminary  remarks,  as  though nnneooassiy 
or  useless,  have  been  by  them  almost  entirdy  avoidodt 
and  instead,  the  direct  subject  of  the  ooorse  haa  beoft- 
abruptly  introduced.  This  change  of  foshion  ia  aat 
confined  to  medical  concerns,  but  haa  extended  to 
almost  every  affair  of  life,  and  is,  indeed,  one  of  tha 
many  proofs  of  the  altered  taste  of  the  age,  wbidi  is, 
as  it  is  pleased  to  style  itself,  praoticsL  Daring  Hia 
last  century  the  degandes  rather  than  the  utOitj  of 
things,  were  considered;  at  the  present  time  it  it 
exactly  the  reverse.  Cut  bow  t  What  is  it  good  fior  ?-* 
where  does  it  lead  to  ?  are  the  queries  which  am  auido 
in  every  quarter. 

While,  however,  we  may  readily  admit  the  oompaok* 
tive  inutility  of  a  lecture,  the  only  purpose  of  iHbacfa  ia 
to  introduce  the  teacher  and  the  pupil  to  each  otber^ 
instead  of  to  the  subject  as  well,  be  permitted  to  donb^ 
if  the  abrupt  entering  upon  the  mere  details  of  a  oowae 
of  study  in  any  department  of  sdeooe,  be  the  moat 
adyantageoua  method  which  canj>e  pursued*  In  nif 
opinion  it  is  not.  In  all  cases  it  is  better  that  tbo 
student  should  have  placed  before  him  something  lika  a^ 
general  view  of  the  objects  to  which  his  attention  ia 
about  to  be  directed,  and  the  end  which  his  labova 
should  always  have,  as  their  beacon,  o^ght  to  be  deai^ 
hidicated;  because,  unless  we  distinctly  compwAenA 
the  great  prindples  which  the  details  of  a  long  and 
laborious  course  of  study  should  enable  ua  to  uadentaady. 
our  progress  will  be  wearisome  and  tedious,  oar  ref«mr4 
meagre  and  unsatisfactory.  Instead  of  beiQg  fth^iVj—^ 
reasoners,  and  philosophers,  which,  in  the  higiheat  aenor 
of  the  term,  every  medical  man  ought  to  be,  we  abaU 
be  mere  mechanical  artisans,  or  empirics,  totally  in- 
capable of  comprehending  "the  height  of  oar  piat 
argument,"  sink  down  into  mere  rule  of  thamb  pcae- 
titioners,  with  all  the  ignorant  prcrjodioea  of  mere 
routine  and  habit,  doing  things  merdy  hecanae  tb^ 
have  been  done  so,  incapable  of  perodving  the  adrantap 
of  advancing  scientific  skill,  and  unwilling  to  adopt 
new  remedies,  or  modes  of  treating  disease,  daop^ 
because  they  are  new;  or,  what  is  worse  still,  becaaaa 
&r  more  mischievous  and  dangerous,  we  ahdl  be  liaWa 
to  become  the  sport  of  every  ipedous  scheme,  tha 
followers  of  every  new  doctrine,  the  dupes  of  aaj 
plausible  knave  or  fandful  dreamer,  until,  being  i 
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*to  discriminate  between  trae  liberality  of  mind,  and 
^gmmat  freedom  of  action  and  thought,  and  that  bastard 
libendism  which  wonld  destroy  what  exists  of  thought 
•mad  action,  merely  becanso  it  has  existed,  we  shall 
«nd  in  a  general  diatnist  of  every  doctrine,  and  in  bebg 
^disbelievers  in  the  plainest  evidences  of  onr  senses. 

Though  some  of  the  remarks  which  I  may  make  have  a 

bearing  iipon  the  whole  of  yonr  professional  edncation, 

i  mit  not  forget  die  individual  course  which  we  have 

4I0W  entered  npon,  to  which  this  mnst  espedaliy  be 

considered  the  introductory  lecture,  and  to  which,  in 

«Dneert  with  my  colleagues,  I  shall  have  to  direct  your 

attention,  and  shall,  therefore,  now  proceed  to  place 

before  you  some  slight,  and  (from  our  time)  necessarily 

tary  hnperfect,  sketch  of  tiie  objects  of  tiie  anatomical 

'Course.    The  importance  and  extent  of  .the  subjects 

Induded  within  this  course  is  at  once  most  decidedly 

matked  by  the  simple  foct,  of  those  governing  bodies 

i^ho  have  the  control  of  medical  education,  so  long  as 

-a  partxcular  length  of  course  was  enjoined,  having  re- 

-^[tdred  more  than  double  the  number  of  lectures  than 

was  reqtured  in  any  of  the  other  sections — an  extent 

which,  though  the  precise  number  of  lectures  is  now 

left  to  the  discretion  of  the  teacher  in  each  course,  the 

nature  of  the  subject  still  compels.     I  must,  therefore, 

heg  to  impress  upon  you  the  importance  of  the  task ; 

and  while  I  would  by  no  means  wish  to  exalt  one 

-department  of  our  common  labour  at  the  expense  of 

another,  or  think  that  any  one  can  be  called  a  wfeU- 

informed  medical  man,  who  has  not  attended  zealously 

4ttd  thoQghtftilly  to  all,  yet,  I  am  sure  my  friends  who 

Mre  about  so  ably  to  conduct  your  studies  in  other 

departments,  will  fully  agree  with  me  when  I  say,  that 

if  tiiere  be  one  section  upon  which  you  should  devote 

moio  time  and  attention  than  another,  it  is   upon 

anatomy,  since  with  its  relatives  and  dependents,  indeed 

I  might  justly  say  necessary  sequents-^physiology  and 

pckthology,  it  forms  the  only  solid  basis  upon  which  yon 

'Can  hereafter  rest  in  practice.    It  is  to  medicine  what 

€bio  foundation  stone  is  to  the  superstructure ;  or,  to  use 

a  simile,  vriiich,  if  not  very  eloquent,  is  at  least,  on  this 

^occanon,  as  you  will  hereafter,  on  a  more  intimate 

M[uaintanoe  with  the  matter  admit,  apposite.    It  is 

ihe  Tertebra  or  back  bone  of  scientific  medicine. 

All  objects  are  arranged  into  two  grand  divisions,^ 
i(hose  which  possess  separate  organs,  and  are  endowed 
with  a  property  which  has  been  universally  denominated 
'Vitality,  and  those,  the  individual  particles  of  which 
are  agglomerated  into  masses,  without  any  distmction 
of  parts,  and  not  bdng  endowed  with  vitality,  are 
called  inert.  Upon  what  this  difference  essentially 
dependa  I  do  not  propose  to  enter,  interesting  and 
important  as  it  undoubtedly  is,  because  it  would  lead 
va  too  tar  from  our  immediate  business ;  and,  moreover, 
it  is  of  somewhat  too  abstruse  and  speculative  a 
•character,  to  be  fUly  understood  in  the  present  stltge  of 
your  studies.  Now,  to  the  whole  of  the  first  of  these 
Tery  large  divisions,  the  term  anatomy  is  properly 
applied^  when  we  proceed  to  examine  the  structure  of 
the  separate  organs  of  which  each  object  is  made  up ; 
you  thus  see  that  it  is  one  of  very  great  comprehen- 


^veness,  and  necessarily  reqtlires  many  divisions  imd 
subdivisiODS.  The  fint  of  these  will  naturally  and 
obviously  be,  into  amnuil  tmaiomy  or  kootomt,  and 
tegetable  anatomy  or  phtotomy.  It  is  only  within 
tiie  last  few  years  the  latter  division  has  been  much 
cfoltivBted,  and  not  until  within  our  own  time  that 
its  importance  iiaa  been  foUy  rec^ised.  Formerly 
botanists,  for  the  most  part,  contented  themselves  with 
an  examination  of  the  external  parts  of  a  plant;  now, 
however,  the  minute  internal  organizatibn  ia  that  which 
deservedly  receives  the  chief  attention,  and  the  most 
profound  and  careful  investigations  have  been,  and  ndw 
are,  carried  on  by  men  who  are  in  every  way  qualified 
to  conduct  them  to  a  successful  issue.  Every  iroa 
physiologist  will  hail  their  labours  with  gladness,  itfas* 
much  as  they  have  a  most  important  bearing  upon 
animal  physiology ;  every  discovery  in  the  one  cannot 
fan,'  directiy  or  indirectiy,  to  advance  our  knowledge  of 
the  other.  Indeed  it  appears  highly  probable,  that  it 
is  to  the  prosecution  of  vegetable  anatomy  imd  phyal- 
ology  that  we  must  look  for  the  solution  of  more  than 
one  problem  in  animal  physiology,  which  yet  remidns 
unsolved.  Since  not  only  are  we  here  presented  with 
oiganization  in  a  simpler  form  tlian  it  is  in  many 
animals,  but  with  vitality  of  a  more  enduring  character, 
so  that  we  are  enabled  to  regard  its  different  phases, 
and,  in  some  d^^ree,  to  control  its  manifestations,  in  a 
manner  that  would  be  quite  destructive  to  that  of  most 
animals.  The  investigations  of  Schwann  and  Schleiden, 
with  the  assistance  of  those  who  have  follovred  in  thdr 
steps,  have  led  to  speculations  and  generalisationa 
which,  could  they  by  possibility  have  been  a  few  years 
ago  conceived  of  by  the  wildest  imagination,  would 
have  been  regarded  as  unreal  as  the  *'  baseless  fobrie  of 
a  vision  ;"  yet»  how  important  are  the  results  to  tho 
physiologist  and  pathologist  of  the  present  day ;  and  who 
shall  say  how  much  more  important  they  may  not 
hereafter  (and  that,  possibly,  at  no  distant  day,)  become 
in  our  treatment  of  disease  ? 

Animal  anatomy  is  subdivided  into  human  anatomy 
and  comparative  anatomy.  The  first,  as  the  name 
indicates,  treating  of  the  structure  of  man ;  the  second, 
that  of  other  animals :  the  term  "  comparative  "  having 
been  applied  in  consequence  of  its  having  been  instituted 
for  the  purpose  of  comparing  tiie  structure  of  brutes 
with  that  of  man.  Indeed,  in  former  times,  when  the 
prejudice  against  human  dissection  was  greater  than  it 
now,  happily,  is,  animals  were  not  unf^uentiy  sub- 
stituted  for  man,  'as  was  the  case  with  Galen,  who  is  - 
said  to  have  derived  his  knowledge  of  anatomy  princi- 
pally from  the  dissection  of  apes.  Now,  although  as 
medical  men,  whose  business  it  is  to  alleviate  the 
suffering  of  our  feUow-creatures,  of  course  it  behoves 
us  especially  to  become  acquainted  with  the  details  o£ 
our  own  formation ;  and  consequently  that  our  atten« 
tion,  particularly  in  the  younger  student,  should  be 
principally  directed  to  descriptive  human  anatomy; 
yet,  let  me  impress  upon  you  the  necessity  there  is  of 
making  constant  reference  to  the  structure  of  animals 
inferior  to  ourselves  in  the  graduated  scale  of  creation. 

Anatomy,  in  its  strict  etymological  sense,  merely 
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fligmfies  a  knowledge  of  the  stmcinre  and  co&figvntion 
of  oitiaaifled  bodies ;  bat  were  onr  inquiries  to  vest 
here,  though  the  extent  of  our  information  might  be 
great,  it  would  be  almost  Talneless.  It  is  true,  that  after 
death  the  dissecting  knife  will  reveal  to  ub  nvmerous 
parts  endowed  with  a  delicacy  of  stmctnre  and  beauty 
of  arrangement  perfectly  surprising,  as  well  as  show  us 
most  dissimilar  textures  and  shapes  arranged  in  a  con- 
stant and  wiiform  order  and  relation  to  each  other. 
Yet  It  is  more  than  probable  were  our  obserrationtio 
be  limited  to  the  body  deprived  of  life^  the  mind  would 
be  bewildered  and  confused  with  their  seeming  com- 
plexity and  intricacy.  Bat  let  us  set  this  body  in 
motion,  and  regard  the  same  parts  while  pisrfoiming 
their  Tarious  functions,  all  feeliog  of  confusion  and 
complexity  instantly  disappear,  instead  of  whidi  a  sense 
of  delight  seizes  the  mind  at  perceiving  the  oseSf  and 
mutual  dependencies,  and  adaptation  of  these  parts,  of 
which  previonsly  no  conception  could  have  been  formed. 
It  is  tills  knowledge  which  constitutes  phtsiologt, 
or  the  study  of  the  cases  and  functions  of  those  parts 
the  strncture  of  which  anatomy  reveals  to  us.  Hence 
we  see  the  inseparable  dependence  the  one  has  npon  the 
Other ;  a  connection  so  intimate  that  it  can  never  be 
dissevered,  since  the  mind  absolutely  refuses  to  contem- 
plate  organs  variously  arranged  and  united  together, 
without  immediately  dwelling  upon  the  purposes  of  such 
anangement.  This  propensity  of  the  mind  to  pass 
immediately  firom  the  structure  to  the  use  of  a  part  is 
evinced  even  when  regarding  a  piece  of  inanimate 
machinery,  when  the  question, — **  For  what  purpose  has 
this  instrument  been  constituted  ?  "  is  directly  suggested. 

Nor  is  this  innate  desire  of  the  mind  merely  a  matter 
of  speculative  cariosity ;  it  is  of  the  highest  importance 
to  us  as  medical  men.  Interesting  as  a  contemplation 
of  all  means  towards  an  end,  and  a  knowledge  of  the 
methods  by  which  the  various  purposes  of  organic  life 
are  accomplished,  must  undoubtedly  be  to  all,  yet  upon 
us  this  has  still  higher  and  peculiar  claims.  It  is  our 
office,  as  I  have  just  said,  to  remove  or  mitigate  disease 
and  suffering.  In  what  do  these  consist  ?  Simply  in 
the  cessation  or  irregular  performance  of  the  ftmctions 
of  the  different  oigans  of  the  body.  As  perfect  health 
results  from  the  perfect  performance  of  all  the  natural 
functions  of  the  various  oigans  of  which  the  animal 
machine  is  made  up,  so  do  disease  and  pain  resnlt  from  an 
alteration  in  the  structure  and  functions  of  these  parts. 

To  obtain  an  abeolute  and  correct  knowledge  of  the 
precise  function  of  every  organ  of  the  human  body  is, 
however,  by  no  means  an  easy  task.  Placed,  as  man  is, 
at  the  head  of  terrestrial  things,  and  endowed  with 
feculties  and  powers  of  a  higher  and  more  perfect  order, 
which  result  from  the  greater  development  of  some, 
and  the  more  intimate  and  mutual  dependence  of  all 
the  organs  of  his  body  apon  each  other,  he,  for  this 
very  reason,  is,  perhaps,  the  least  adapted  for  presenting 
to  us  these  functions  in  an  isolated  and  separated  form ; 
inasmuch  as  he  is,  on  this  very  account,  susoeptible*of 
such  varied  emotions  from  so  many  causes ;  and,  from 
their  subserviency  and  relation  to  each  other,  derange- 
ment in^  the  f\(tnction  of  one  organ  so  frequently  leading 


to  disorder  in  those  of  another  viscos,  that  he  is  f 
by  drcumstances  which  produce  fittie  or  no 
animals  whose  structure  is  of  a  more  aimplo  i 
So  that  it  is  more  than  probable,  had  a  koowledge  of 
physiology  been  solely  derived  from  a  oontemplalion^f 
man's  organisation,  it  would  have  been  ranch  lass  in 
amount  than  it  is  at  the  present  day. 

Although  it  is  only  within  a  very  recent  period  Oat 
the  immense  importance  of  coMPABAnvn  akatomt 
has  been  fioilly  reoogmsed,  fortunately  the  cnllifatioB  sf 
it  ha^^never  been  entirely  neglected,  and  long  befixe  ib 
intimate  bearing  upon  the  science  of  phyaiokigy  via 
perceived;  it  was  the  means  of  making  known  matf 
of  the  brightest  and  most  important  diacovcriea  which 
adorn  the  annals  of  our  own  or  of  any  other  pmfrsainn 
Of  these  I  .will  only  enumerate  a  few. 

It  was  by  dissections  and  experiments  perfonned  upM 
the  lower  animals,  that  the  immortal  Haavst  «h 
enabled,  early  in  the  seventeenth  centorj,  to  make  the 
glorious  and  memorable  discovery  of  the  cirailatian  of 
the  blood— a  brighter  than  which  no  i 
whether  we  regard  the  strictly  philoaophical  i 
of  which  it  was  the  effect,  or  the  imp 
which  have  resulted  firom  it.  It  waa  while 
the  mesentery  of  a  live  fiog,  in  1622,  that  J 
discovered  the  lacteals;  nor  was  it  until  tw<dveyan 
afterwards  that  Veslimgius  showed  their  preaenoeinthe 
human  body.  Whflst  hi  the  act  of  examining  the  viaean 
of  a  horse,  Eustaohius  first  discovered  the  thoncie 
duct ;  and  shortiy  afterwards,  in  1651,  from  obeuiiatioai 
made  upon  other  brutes,  Pecquet  ascertained  its  use. 
It  was  SWAMMUROAN,  who,  as  is  well  known,  ] 
comparative  anatomy  with  such  untiring  zeal, 
pointed  out  the  presence  of  valves  in  the  i 
and  it  must  befiamiliar  to  all,  that  it  waa  whilst « 
a  frog  in  1790,  Galvanus  first  disooverad  the  t 
of  that  surprising  agent,  which  has  been 
himself,  an  agent  which  from  that  time  to  the 
has  never  ceased  to  occupy  the  attention  of  soiim 
greatest  minds  of  every  dvilixed  nation ;  and  which  hss 
done  more  to  annihikte  time  and  space;— 4o  give  wmt 
true  power ;— to  subject  the  elements  to  hia  cosifcral  9^ 
to  make  mind  supreme  over  matter  ;-^to  endow  mea 
with  such  power  and  importance,  that  the  wisaet  of  the 
nations  of  old,  with  all  their  presumption,  never  con- 
ceived of  attributing  to  the  greatest  of  thsir  mast 
dreaded  or  their  most  honoured  deitiea;  hot  of  whadk 
we  now  avail  ourselves  to  send  our  hopes  and  fiaair 
our  commands  and  our  aspirations,  over  the  IsbI, 
through  the  air,  and  under  the  ocean, 
it  is  the  winged  messenger  of  our  wants  and  1 
the  farthest  comer  of  tiie  world,  it  is  not  imptobafale 
that  the  self-same  agent  which  connects  hi  wosidroBB 
sympathy  the  varioua  parts  of  our  own  nucrocoam,  mi 
enables  man's  intellect  and  volition  to  reign  sopiUBsa 
over^  not  only  Ida  own  manbers,  but  over  all  created 
things;  and  which,  both  in  health  or  diaeaae,  whetiMr 
identical  with,  a  modification  of,  or  an  analago 
with  that  generated  by  the  nervoua  gyatem, 
and  will  receive,  from  every  enlightened  nund,  tiie  i 
careful  and  continueua  study* 
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These  examples  of  brUliant  discovery,  were'  tbejr 
isolated  and  alone,  wonld  be  sufficient  to  stimulate  as 
to  cultivate  an  acquaintance  with  this  study,  but  they 
by  no  means  institute  the  most  important  feature  it 
the  connection  it  has  with  human  anatomy.  Since 
comparatiTe  anatomy  has  been  pursued  in  a  mora 
systematic  manner,  it  has  led  to  what  is  called  deyeloP'* 
IBNTAL  ANATOMT,  that  18  to  Say,  to  an  examination 
of  the  order  in  which  the  different  organs  are  produced, 
and  the  relative  proportions  to  which  they  bear  to  each 
other,  by  which  most  interesting  and  important  facts 
and  conclusions  have  been  demonstrated. 

Fini,  That  the  whole  organized  world  is  intimately 
connected  by  laws  which  are  of  universal  application, 
and  that,  at  least,  as  far  as  regards  the  animal  kingdom^ 
there  is  a  connected  series,  in  which  the  change  from 
the  lowest  to  the  highest,  are  marked  by  such  very 
gradual  and  progressive  alterations,  that  we  are  enabled 
to  trace  every  organ  from  its  simplest  and  most  elementary 
form  up  to  the  highest  and  most  complicated  arrange- 
ment, of  which  it  is  susceptible,  clearly  showing,  that 
if  we  wish  to  understand  the  structure  and  use  of  it  in 
the  latter  condition,  it  must  be  by  careful  examination 
of  it,  in  its  first  and  intermediate  forms. 

Secondly.  We  have  demonstrated  that  the  condition 
of  man  himself  is  not  a  permanent  and  unchangeabljB 
one  through  all  the  phases  of  his  existence,  and  that  he 
does  not  at  every  period  occupy  the  same  elevated 
condition  which  he  assumes  in  the  adult  state ;  on  the 
contrary,  we  have  shown  that  he  passes  through  almost 
every  grade,  as  well  in  structure  as  in  habit,  which  we 
see  to  be  the  permanent  condition  of  other  animals. 
Thus  I  am  not  drawing  upon  the  imagination,  or  stating 
more  than  a  literal  hct^  when  I  dedare,  that  in  the 
earlier  periods  of  foetal  life  he  bears  a  much  closer 
resemblanoe  to  a  fish  or  the  tadpole,  than  he  does 
to  the  intellectual  being  of  manhood.  If  we  proceed  in 
the  examination,  and  trace  him  onward  in  his  improving 
career,  we  find  that  this  similarity  is  not  confined  to  one 
set  of  organs,  but  that  it  is  common  to  the  whole 
system ;  and  that,  as  these  in  their  growth,  and  progress 
In  development,  assume  a  different  oonfigi^ion,  they 
present  to  us  an  almost  exact  resemblance,  or  even 
identity,  wltii  the  permanent  condition  of  the  same 
organs  in  the  adult  animal  of  the  lower  grade,  from 
which  is  dearly  to  be  deduced  the  grand  fact,  that  in 
the  formation  of  the  animal  kingdom,  one  common, 
simple,  and  magnificent  plan  has  been  laid  down  for  the 
whole, — that,  diversified  and  various  as  are  the  functions 
and  habits  of  all  these  numerous  and  dissimilar  creatures, 
yet  the  arrangement  and  oi^ganization  in  each  is  referable 
to  the  same  general  standard  of  formation,  in  which, 
by  slight  modifications,  and  increased  development  in  one 
or  other,  or  in  all  of  the  organs,  the  myriads  of  different 
races  are  produced. 

In  order  to  illustrate  this  I  might  take  every  part  of 
organised  beings,  and  might  show  you  how  the  compli- 
cated skeleton  of  man  is  gradually  to  be  traced  from  6 
shnple  vertebral  column ;  and  how  the  individual  bones 
of  the  column  consist  of  nine  primary  portions  or 
elements, — ^tiie  cydo-vertebral ;  the  two  peri-vertebral, 


which  encompass  the  spinai  cord ;  <he  two  epi -vertebral, 
forming  the  superior  spinous  processes  v  the  two  para- 
vertebral, which  protect  tiie  large  artery  and  vein ;  and 
the  cata-vertebral,  which  constitute  the  inferior  spinous 
processes;  showing  that  as  the  rdative  position  of 
1  these  elements  with  regard  to  each,  is  altered— that  aa 
one  or  other  of  them  is  devdoped,  so  do  we  find  the 
entire  form  of  the  animal  change,  the  cyclo-vertebral 
alone  remaining  constant.  In  the  head  the  peri-  and 
^i-vertebral  elements  are  lai^ely  developed  to  form 
the  cranium  for  lodging  and  protecting  the  brain  and 
medulla.  In  the  body  the  para-  an<{  cata-vertebral  are 
developed  to  form  the  ribs,  for  supporting  the  thoradc 
and  abdominal  viscera ;  while,  according  to  the  part  of 
the  column  where  this  development  takes  place,  do  we 
find  a  great  modification  in  the  whole  animal.  In  fish 
it  is  towards  the  anterior  part  of  the  column,  leaving 
the  tail  firee  for  giving  the  necessary  impetus  in  swim- 
ming ;  in  birds  it  is  towards  the  posterior  part,  leaving 
the  neck  free  for  the  necessary  motions  in  these 
creatures;  while  in  quadrupeds  it  is  in  the  middle  part, 
as  most  convenient,  where  the  body  is  equdly  sup- 
ported by  the  four  legs.  So  might  I  go  through,  did 
our  time  allow,  the  whole  alimentary  and  digestive 
apparatus,  by  which  new  material  is  received  into  the 
body;  the  circulatory,  which  so  immediately  sends 
the  nutrient  fluid  to  all  parts  of  the  body;  the  respi- 
ratory, in  which  that  fluid  is  so  extensivdy  brought  into 
contact  with  the  air,  forming  a  fiur  more  perfect  warm- 
ing apparatus  than  man  probably  will  ever  invent; 
or  I  might  take  you  over  the  most  interesting  of  all  our 
organs — the  nerves,  and  show  how  the  great  brain  of 
man  is  almost  imperceptibly  developed  from  a  small 
white  drcular  cord,  no  thicker  than  a  fine  thread.  But 
I  must  rest  contented  with  showing  you  the  contrast 
between  the  highest  and  lowest  forms  in  these  organs. 
The  filling  up  is  the  work  of  the  session,  each  series 
will  be  brought  before  you  in  due  succession,  and  as  the 
consecutive  links  of  the  harmonious  chain  are  unravelled, 
you  will  appreciate  the  truth  of  what  is  now  asserted.* 

By  thus  tracing  upwards  the  gradual  increase  of,  and 
addition  to  parts,  and  simultaneously  observing  the 
kind  and  extent  of  function  exhibited  by  their  pos- 
sessors, ascertaining  whether,  and  to  what  extent,  the 
organs  of  man  in  their  process  of  development  resemble 
those  of  brutes,  we  are  enabled  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory 
knowledge  of  the  uses  of  their  various  parts  by  a 
synthetical  method,  which  must  not  only  be  fiir  more 
complete,  but  far  more  certain,  than  any  information 
which  can  be  derived  from  rudely  lopping  off  portions 
of  the  more  complicated  viscera  of  fully-developed  and 
adult  animals  can  possibly  be. 

^  [To  be  oonti«u4«J 


*  These  remarks  were  illnstnted  bf  s  grsftt  number  of  prepantiMi* 
end  dkgrmms,  in  which  the  Tsrioas  parts  of  the  osaeons  pystcm,— th« 
oagans  of  flipHtioii«  of  drcvlation,  lespiratloii,  and  the  narou  ifataB* 
were  shown  in  their  progreaaife  defelopment.  ftom  the  noat  8im]dc  and 
elementary  fonns,  np  to  their  moat  oomplicated  amngement ;  Kr« 
SuHoAtj  giving  n  rapid  and  general  deaci^ition  of  thos,  and  inviUns 
thoae  assembled  after  the  leotuc^  more  miniudy  to  enaoine  the  Ohui* 
tratioDs  for  themaelTCs. 
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CASE  OF  URETHEO-VAGINAL,  BECTO- 
•  VACCINAL  FISTULA,  AND  CALCULUS 
VESICJS. 

Bt  SILAS  PALMER,  M.D.,  Newbury. 


On  the  24th  of  May,  1851,  I  was  requested  to  Tisit 
Sarah  G.,  aged  26,  unmarried,  servant. 

History, — ^That  she  was  confined  (being  primipara) 
in  London  without  assistance;  the  child  still-bom. 
That,  after  the  labour,  sloughing  took  place,  and  she 
was  compelled  to  seek  advice  at  one  of  the  metropolitan 
hospitals,  in  which  she  remained  three  months,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  period  was  dismissed  as  incurable. 
Since  then  she  hss  continued  to  suffer  from  the  con- 
stant iuToluntary  escape  of  urine  and  feeces,  which 
passed  through  the  yagina,  and  so  distressing  was  her 
state  on  this,  my  first  visit,  that  she  was  unable  to  move 
beyond  her  Iwd,  or  bed-chair,  from  the  intense  pain  and 
unessiness  produced  by  the  irritating  and  offensive 
discharges.  On  examination  I  found  the  external 
genitals  immensely  swollen,  excoriated,  and  smelling 
most  disgustingly.  On  introducing  a  speculum,  I 
discovered  that  fistulous  communications  existed  between 
the  rectum  ai^d  vagina,  and  urethra  and  vagina. ' 

Treaimeni. — I  carefully  cauterised  the  margins  of 
tiie  fistulous  apertures  with  nitrate  of  silver,  and  adapted 
a  vulcanised  India-mbber  apparatus  to  collect  the  urine, 
and  prevent  excoriation,  and  at  the  same  time  filled  the 
vagina  with  lint,  smeared  with  an  ointment  composed 
*of  iodide  of  lead,  glycerine,  and  cod-liver  oil.  Pills  of 
the  iodide  of  iron  and  hyoscyamus  were  nightly  ad- 
ministered. The  fistuls  gradually  closed,  and  in  three 
or  four  months  she  returned  the  apparatus,  as  she 
deemed  herself  nearly  well.  After  the  lapse  of  ten 
months  she  again  applied  to  me,  having  walked  a  distance 
of  three  miles.  She  complained  of  excessive  irritability 
of  the  bladder,  severe  pain  during  micturition,  agonising 
suffering  after  the  discharge  of  urine  from  the  bearing- 
down  of  the  rectum,  uterus,  and  bladder.  Suspecting  that 
stone  in  the  bladder  existed,  I  immediately  examined, 
and  found  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  very  patulous,  and 
the  mucous  membrane  everted  and  excoriated.  On 
sounding  I  discovered  a  large  caloulus. 

Dr.  J.  Bunny,  at  my  request,  then  visited  her,  and 
most  kindly  assisted  me  in  the  further  treatment  of  the 
case.  Hoping  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  remove  the 
calculus  by  dilatation  of  the  urethra,  I  introduced 
compressed  sponged  tents,  and  continued  the  process 
by  Weiss's  dilator.  The  patient  compldned  so  bitterly 
of  the  pain,  and  there  beiag  comparatively  but  little 
progress  made,  owing  to  the  contracted  state  of  the 
passages  firom  cicatrices,  and  the  size  of  the  stone, 
determined  me  to  have  recourse  at  once  to  crushing, 
and  for  that  purpose  I  employed  Professor  Ferguson's 
lithotrite.  By  giving  a  smart  blow  on  the  side  of 
the  pelvis  with  the  open  hand,  in  the  manner  recom- 
mended by  Sir  B.  Brodie  and  Mr.  Skey,  the  calculus 
was  soon  seised,  and  broken,  and  on  washing  out  the 
bladder  a  quantity  of  mucus  and  detritus  escaped.    The 


operation  was  repeated  several  times,  a  greater  period 
being  occupied  in  the  treatment  owing  to  the  reappeir- 
ance  of  the  catamenia,  which  had  been  suppieHed 
since  her  confinement.  By  the  previous  dilatation\he 
was  enabled  to  void  some  large  pieces,  one  of  irluch 
weighed  two  drachms  ;  this  was  attended  by  a  consder- 
able  amount  of  haemorrhage.  The  fingments  altogetha 
removed  and  collected  weigh  seven  drachms  and  a  half, 
and  the  fine  detritus,  (much,  of  which  escaped,)  «sb 
unfortunately  permitted  to  pass  uncollected.  The 
calculus  was  composed  of  the  phosphate  of  anunoms 
and  magnesia.  The  bladder,  both  before  and  after 
each  operation,  was  carefully  injected  with  warm  water, 
-and  an  hour  after  she  was  placed  in  a  warm  bath,  and 
sedatives  given. 

On  the  22nd  of  July  I  last  visited  her.  The  exami- 
nation then  instituted  convinced  me  that  the  bladder 
was  entirely  free  from  calculus  or  detritus,  and  tha 
cessation  of  all  the  unfavourable  symptoms  confinna  me 
in  this  opinion,  and  gives  me  the  satisfaction  of  pro- 
nouncing my  patient  as  completely  freed  from  hs 
distressing  ailments.  Since  the  above  date  I  have  heard 
that  she  is  still  going  on  well,  that  she  has.  been  at  woric 
in  the  harvest  field,  and  that  she  retains  her  urine 
perfectly. 

Speenhamland,  Newbury, 

September  10,  1852. 


SnHpitttl  1Rtfntt0. 
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C^BBS  ADtflTTBD  tJNDEB  THE  CAKE  OF  CHABLE8  COITOS 
X.D«  F.B.C^^  8BNI0B  SURGEON  TO  THE  HOSniiL.* 


8toM  m  the  Bladder^IAtAoiomy^Deaih  ta  thtriH' 
9Ut  hours* 

George  Gosling,  aged  six  years  and  a  half,  son  d 
a  corn-porter,  admitted  May  15,  1852.  Described  bj 
the  mother  as  ''  a  pensive  ailing  child  £rom  inftncfi 
though  always  hearty  at  his  meals."  Was  treated  ftr 
worms  about  three  years  ago,  when  he  first  began  ts 
complain  of  pain  and  achiog  at  the  lower  part  of  tltf 
stomach,  and  across  the  back  and  loins,  togedier  wilii 
itching  and  smarting  at  the  extremity  of  the  penii 
before  and  after  passing  water.  The  bowels  have  been 
relaxed  from  birth,  and  the  urine  has  been  seen  occa- 
sionally to  deposit  a  reddish-coloured  sediment. 

Suspicions  of  urinary  calculus  were  first  entertained 
during  the  last  winter,  on  observing  the  patient  to 
make  three  or  four  painful  and  ineffectual  attempts 
before  he  was  able  to  pass  his  water,  and  this  latter 
symptom  had  gone  on  increasing  so  much  in  seventfs 
that  up  to  the  time  of  entering  the  hospital,  he  would 
often  cry  for  upwards  of  half  an  hour  at  each  period  d 
micturition. 


*  Condnded  firom  page  aOC. 
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The  influence  of  chloroform  having  been  completely 
sndueecl  in  spite  of  connderable  resistence  on  the  part 
of  the  patient,  a  calcnlos  of  moderate  dimensions  was 
readily  detected  with  the  sound,  and  rendered  audible 
on  bdng  struck.  The  urethra  being  tolerably  capacious 
and  calculus  small,  the  want  of  an  applicable  lithotrity 
instrument  was  much  regretted. 

Boy  sick  and  ill  all  day  and  mght  following  the 
sounding,  fix>m  the  effects  of  the  chloroform.  To  have 
middle  diet  and  to  remain  undisturbed  ten  days  or  a 
fortnight,  to  familiarize  him  to  the  hospital  and  his 
attendants. 

MaySIst—ImproTed  in  condition  and  appearance; 
complains  less  in  passing  water,  which  he  has  been 
instructed  to  do  whilst  on  his  back  in  bed.  Again 
sounded  in  consultation,  but  without  a  resort  to  chloro- 
form, as  he  much  objected  to  it.  Some  little  impedi- 
ment experienced  on  entering  the  sound,  owing  to  the 
elongated  and  thickened  state  of  the  prepuce.  The 
jNPseence  of  calculus  not  being  unanimously  established, 
lithotomy  only  conditionally  sanctioned. 

June  2nd. — Bowels  very  freely  moved  three  times 
from  an  injection  administered  early  this  morning. 

1  p.M.^Patient  quickly  and  effectually  placed  under 
the  influence  of  chloroform  by  Dr.  Black,  house-surgeon, 
after  the  Edinburgh  method,  and  a  grooved  staff  in- 
troduced ;  during  the  passage  of  the  instrument  a  further 
copious  liquid  evacuation  escaped  from  the  bowels. 
Hie  stone  being  now  satisfactorily  evident,  the  opera- 
tion was  proceeded  with  by  making  with  the  knife  *a 
free  external  lateral  section,  and  afterwards  cutting  into 
the  groove  of  the  staff,  taking  care  not  to  open  the  urethra 
too  far  forwards;  then  substituting  a  small  cutting 
goiget,  and  cautiously  feeling  its  beak  sliding  upon  the 
surface  of  the  staff,  the  division  of  the  prostate  and  neck 
of  the  bladder  was  gently  effected  in  the  usual  way,  a 
gush  of  urine  following  the  entrance  of  the  instrument ; 
the  internal  incision  having  been  still  further  dilated  by 
the  fore-flnger,  a  pair  of  curved  forceps  vras  introduced, 
when  an  encrusted  calculus,  of  mulberry  formation, 
weighing  two  scruples  and  a  half,  wna  at  once  seized 
and  withdrawn  without  difficulty.  The  boy  was  then 
conveyed  to  bed,  still  under  the  influence  of  chloroform 
and  quite  unconscious  of  the  operation,  which  had 
occupied  but  a  very  short  time.  A  slight  oozing  of 
blood  from  the  wound  was  restrained  by  the  applica- 
tion of  matico. 

Evening. ^Qimte  comfortable  and  easy  for  upwards 
of  two  hours  after  the  operation,  when  purging  com- 
menced ;  the  patient  makes  no  complaint,  but  lies  in  a 
drowsy  state,  breathing  quioUy ;  £soe  of  a  dusky  hue, 
and  skin  profusely  perspiring;  pulse  120;  tongue 
dean ;  there  is  no  tenderness  of  abdomen,  but  frequent 
Bpinage-ooloured,  slimy,  frothy  stools,  escape  from 
the  bowels  Symptoms  aiiributed  ky  Mr,  Cotton  to 
chloroform, 

3rd. — Has  had  lead  and  opium,  aromatic  confection, 
logwood,  starch  injections,  &c.,  but  there  continues  a 
succession  of  watery  evacuations  from  the  bowels,  which 
nothing  can  check ;  urine  dribbles  away  by  the  wound; 
the  boy  lies  in  a  motionless,  comatose  state,  as  if  under 


the  influence  of  some  narcotic  poison  ;  a]^  breathing  is 
hurried  and  heavy;  pulse  rapid;  foce  oonge«<^d;  eyes 
suffused,  and  pupils  dilated.  He  appears  sensible  on 
bemg  roused,  but  immediately  relapses  into  a  state  of 
stupor.    Ordered  hot  stupes  to  the  abdomen. 

Various  opinions  hazarded  in  explanation  of  the  boy's 
symptoms,^chloroform,  shock,  inflammation  of  intes- 
tinal canal,  internal  haemorrhage,  &c.  The  operation 
was  allowed  to  have  been  performed  in  the  most  perfect 
way.  The  improbability  of  heemoirhage,  from  the 
symptoms  present,  was  immediately  confirmed  by 
passmg  the  finger  through  the  wound,  giving  issue  on 
its  withdrawal  to  two  or  three  ounces  of  clear  urine* 
and  two  small  coagula.  No  blame,  it  was  warmly 
contended,  could  justly  be  attributed  to  the  chloroform^ 
as  the  symptoms,  diarrhoea  and  stupor^  were  unusual, 
and  did  not  come  on  until  some  time  after  the  patient 
had  been  placed  comfortably  in  bed,  and  had  recovered 
(apparently)«altogether  from  its  influence. 

£0eft»V.— Weaker  and  weaker;  sinking  gradually* 
Heath  just  after  midnight. 

Examination  twelve  hours  qfter  death. — Some  dif- 
fused congested  patches  upon  the  chesty  abdomen,  and 
extremities,  and  great  lividity  of  the  depending  parts  of 
the  trunk.  Lungs,  posteriorly  and  inferiorly,  much 
congested.  Right  kidney  double  its  ordinary  size,  its 
cortical  and  tubular  structure  darkly  congested;  the 
lefi  useless,  and  almost  completely  wasted.  Bowels 
contained  but  a  small  quantity  of  liquid  matter ;  the 
mucous  surfiu^  pale  and  bloodless ;  bladder  hypertro- 
phied  and  contracted,  but  otherwise  healthy  and  with- 
out a  blush  of  vascularity.  The  internal  incision 
marked  by  an  unimportant  congested  condition,  found  of 
limited  extent,  and  not  exceeding  the  boundaries  of  the 
prostate  and  neck  of  the  bladder.  The  walls  of  the 
rectum  in  proximity  with  the  wound  darkly  congested.* 

General  conclvaion. — Diarrhoea,  stupor,  and  nervous 
shock,  consequent  upon  the  operation,  the  wasted  kidney, 
though  evidently  the  result  of  disease  at  some  former 
period,  being  immediately  connected  with  the  cause  of 
death. 

HEM  ARKS. 

Number  of  males  cut  by  toteral  method,  at  all  ages 
and  under  varied  circumstances  including  father  and 
son,  13.  The  youngest  four  years  old,  from  whom  a 
calculus  weighing  two  drachms  ten  grains,  was  ex- 
tracted. The  eldest  67  years,  weight  ten  drachms  and 
a  half. 

Number  qf  Calculi, — Single  in  eleven  cases,  two  in 
one,  and"  three  in  another.  Minimum  weight  two 
scruples  and  a  half;  maximum  one  ounce  and  a  half. 
Reproduction  of  stone  in  one  case  after  lithotomy,  and 
in  another  after  lithotrity. 

CompUeaiiorm, — In  the  case  of  lithotomy  a  second 
time,  the  first  division  of  prostate  by  the  gorget  insuffi- 
cient, right  lobe  therefore  divided  by  a  probe-pointed 


*  In  condnctiBf  the  aamioation  a  trifling  alit  wai  made  accuiim tally, 
vitli  the  BcisMra,  in  tic  rectusi ;  the  occurreoce,  thoofth  nnimportant,  U 
noticed  to  complete  the  report,  as  it  was  afterwaorde  liagolarlj  alleged  bf 
a  witneai  to  have  been  a  fkult  in  the  operation,  and  the  probable  cause  of 
diarrhcea  snd  death. 
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UtCony.  I*  «  feeond  case,  that  of  Hisgate,  a  fonble 
calonlv  cmmbled  to  atoms  within  the  grasp  of  the 
limocfMf  and  was  partially  removed  with  the  sooop  and 
warn  water  iigeetions.  In  the  third  case,  that  of 
Leonard  Gamer,  »  brittle  oxalato  calculus,  wcighfaig 
one  onnce  and  a  half,  broke  up  into  thirteen  fragmenta, 
one  of  which  was  only  detected  and  removed  with  the 
forceps  from  the  bladder  after  placing  the  patienttn  bed. 

SentU.-^The  ten  first  operated  npon  recorered,  the 
remaining  three  died.  First,  Jary,  aged  35,  on  the 
fourth  day,  from  secondary  haemoRhage;  second,  Kemp, 
aged  67,  a  very  tmfaToarable  sobject,  case  of  triple 
calcolns,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day,  from  exhaustion ;  and 
the  third,  Gosling,  aged  six  years  and  a  half,  in  thirty- 
aiz  hours,  diarrhoea  and  stupor  supervening. 

The  instruction  derived  irom  witnessing  and  assisting 
at  numerous  lithotomy  operations,  induding  two  In 
which  no  stone  vras  found,  conducted  with  the  gorget, 
beaked  knife,  or  common  scalpel,  led  ineadfcase  to  the 
employment  of  the  cutting  gorget,  as  the  safest  and 
best  instrument  in  not  over  experienced  or  dextrous 
hands,  to  insure  limited  incision  of  the  prostate  and 
neck  of  the  bladder,  a  point  of  the  first  and  very  highest 
importance.  The  blunt  gorget  or  finger  served  as  a 
dilator  of  the  wound,  and  in  each  instance,  where  an 
ehMtic  tube  was  not  left  in  the  bladder,  the  finger  was 
gently  passed  a  few  hours  after  the  operation  to  lessen 
the  danger  of  urine  becoming  effused  into  the  pelvic 
oeQular  tissue.  Since  the  practice  of  lithotrity  and  the 
more  frequent  use  of  the  catheter-forceps,*  operations 
lor  lithotomy  appear  to  have  become  comparatively 
more  rare  in  this  district.  The  five  cases  just  reported, 
commencing  with  that  of  Stanfield,  include  the  whrte 
number  lately  performed  at  the  Lynn  Hospital. 
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Fradwre  qf  the  Neck  qfthe  Feimcr.^BT  Ma.  Moorb. 

The  subject  was  an  old  man,  who  died  from  debility 
and  the  irritation  caused  by  the  accident.  The  fracture, 
contrary  to  the  generality  of  such  cases,  is  both  mthin 
and  without  the  capsular  ligament,  involving  ^e  large 
trochanter,  neck,  and  small  trochanter.  The  case  was 
diagnosed  by  the  shortening  present,  the  eversion  of  the 
*  foot,  and  crepitus.  The  accident  was  caused  by  indirect 
violence.  ^ 

Fibroue  Tumour  involving  the  Cerebellum, 
^    Bt  Mb.  Moore, 

This  preparation  shows  a  fibrous  growth,  having  its 
origin  from  the  cerebellum.  It  passes  more  to  the  left 
side,  and  the  cerebellum  itself  was  found  pushed  upwards 

•  Sec  Ae  ewe  of  Fbhor,  PrMtiiciiil  Jmnut,  p.  421. 


against  the  tentorium,  very  soft  in  structure,  and  eon. 
taining  bodies  resembling,  under  the  microeoope,  ill. 
formed  pus  globules.  The  fiasue  of  the  tumour  ifenlf 
appens,  under  the  glass,  to  be  composed  of  fibres 
radiating  in  various  directions,  with  a  scsttoing  of 
nucleated  ceUs.  The  subject  from  whidi  the  preparatioa 
was  taken  was  a  man,  aged  about  40,  who  had  kng 
suffered  from  anomalous  symptoms,  refSenible  to  the 
head.  When  admitted  into  the  hospital  there  was  aery 
nuarked  spinal  gait ;  and  he  oomplamed  of  diooiiog 
pains,  particularly  at  night,  in  the  r^ions  of  tiie  can 
and  forehead.  He  never  complained  of  ocdpital  paio. 
He  remained  under  treatment  some  weeks,  until  his 
^leatfa,  there  being  no  change  in  the  symptonis,  disnla- 
tion  being  preceded  by  great  debility,  and  oonsequent 
inability  to  walk.  He  had  always  lived  a  modente 
life,  and  never  received  a  blow  or  other  injury  of  the 
head. 

Separatum  qf  the  Frontal  from  the  Parietal  Bonoi,  wUk 
Depremon^qftheL^Parietal.-^BT'M.K.MooBJ^ 

A  man  fell  from  a  horse  as  he  was  proceedhig  st  a 
somewhat  rapid  pace,  and  struck  his  head  on  some  hard 
stones.  On  being  seen  an  hour  afterwards,  the  whole 
scalp  was  found  much  swollen,  but  by  careful  maiqta- 
laCion  depression  was  found  to  exist  near  the  left  frootsl 
suture.  As  the  man  was  comatose,  with  dilatatioa  of 
the  opposite  pupil,  an  incision  was  made  through  the 
scalp,  and  the  depressed  bone  brought  to  its  proper 
level.  The  immediate  effect  of  this  was  relief  of  Oe 
stertorous  breathing,  an^  much  less  amount  of  dilatatkm 
of  the  right  pupil;  death,  however,  took  place  some 
fourteen  hours  after,  and  a  large  amount  of  blood  ms 
found  extravasated  both  above  and  beneath  the  doia 
mater,  with  laceration  of  ite  structure,  and  also  of  the 
cranial  sabelance  in  one  place.  The  preparation  shows 
the  line  of  fracture  and  the  depressed  bone. 

Atearis  Lumbricoidee  Ejected  bg  the  Mouth* 
]^T  Mr.  Moore. 

This  is  one  of  a  common  variety  of  worms,  bat  it  is 
worthy  of  notice  that  it  was  passed  by  the  mouth.  Tbt 
subject  was  a  lad,  aged  14,  under  treatment  for  s 
fractured  humerus.  He  was  suddenly  sdsed  with 
cough  and  sensation  of  choking,  which  oontinoed  at 
intervals  for  some  time.  Ultimately  the  worm  pasnd 
into  the  mouth,  and  was  pulled  from  that  cavity  by  the 
lad  himself.  It  was  thought  the  paroxysms  of  cough 
were  due  to  nute  he  had  been  eating. 

"Remarkable  Case  of  Double  Strangulation  ^  SmsB 
/iifeffme.— By  B(r.  Simons. 

On  October  2nd,  1851 , at  nine  p.m.,  Mr.Sunons  viaited 
a  boy  aged  4  years.  Learnt  that  on  the  day  preriou 
the  child  complained  of  pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  had 
vomited  his  food.  The  mother  had  given  him  some 
castor-oil,  which  was  returned  soon  after;  nor  did  say 
fluids  taken  remain  on  the  stomach. 

When  seen  at  nine  p.m.,  the  countenance  wore  as 
anxious  appearance;  the  eyes  were  much  sunken; 
tongue  furred ;  skin  hot  and  dry ;  much  thint;  boweb 
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-not  rdiered  sinoe  the  30th  (two  days  since);  there 
trai  no  sweUing,  nor  any  perceptible  tenderness  of  the 
abdomen;  pnlse  quick,  jerking.  Gave  Cal.  c.  Jalap, 
iitrq.,  gr.  i?.,  and  febrifage  miztnro  erery  three  boars. 

8rd,  ten  a.m . — ^The  child  worse.  Bowels  not  acted ; 
frequent  Tomiting  of  the  fioids  swallowed.  Gave  Cal. 
c.  Jalap.,  gr.  iij,  every  two  hours,  and^ administered 
«i  enema,  which  retnzned  in  the  same  state  immediately. 

Five  P.M. — In  the  same  state.  Slight  tenderness  of 
(the  abdomen.  Ordered  hot  fomentations  and  repeated 
«Mma,  without  effect. 

Eleven  f.m.— The  same. 

4th,  nine  A.M. — ^Worse  in  all  respects.  Vomiting 
^onsluit;  bowels  not  moved.  Gave  a  warm  aperient 
every  two  boors ;  repeated  enema,  without  effect. 

Five,  P.M. — ^Much  worse.  Ordered  wine  and  water 
frequently. 

Eleven  p.m.— >The  same. 

5th,  nine  a.m.— The  child  was  evidently  sinking. 
Extremities  cold ;  muttering  delirium ;  foecal  vomiting ; 
bowels  not  yet  opened;  takes  nothing  but  wine  and 
water,  which  returns. 

Five  p.m. — Still  worse.  He  continued  in  this  state 
until  eight  p.m.,  when  death  terminated  his  sufferings. 

SecHo-Cadaviris, — ^A  very  remarkable  double  stran- 
gulation of  the  small  intestines  |ezisted  ;  it  was  formed 
in  the  following  manner : — A  knuckle  of  small  intestine 
4Ulhered  closely  to  another  portion  of  small  intestine, 
apparently  dose  to  the  root  of  the  mesentery ;  this  second 
portion  of  intestine  passed  under  the  adherent  part 
•of  the  first  portion,  at  about  four  ioches  from  the  point 
of  adhesion,  and  suffered  constriction  between  the 
portion  tied  down  and  the  root  of  the  mesentery. 
Three  feet  four  inches  of  intestine  were  thus  involved ; 
4md  tile  whole  length  vraa  contracted  to  the  size  of  a 
foetiU  intestine.  At  the  termination  of  this  length, 
the  strangulated  portion  itself  became  the  strangulating 
agent,  by  being  tied  down  by  lymph  to  the  same  por- 
tion of  intestine  which  had  first  adhered;  and  it 
enclosed  a  knuckle  of  four  inches  belonging  to  the 
^rtion  which  caused  the  first  obstruction,  and  not  half 
«n  inch  from  the  adherent  point.  So  that  all  this 
dength  of  nearly  four  feet  of  intestine  formed  a  small 
mass,  tied  by  two  bands  of  adhesion,  consisting  of  two 
loops— a  large  and  a  small  one.  The  intestine  around 
the  constriction  was  covered  with  tolerable  firm  lymph. 
It  was  of  a  deep  red  colour  up  to  the  point  where  it  was 
xonstricted ;  beyond  this  point  it  was  pale. 

OMruetion  ^f  the  Cardiac  Orifice  qfthe  Stomach  hy  a 
Csneerow  TVmoifr. — By  Dr.  Flbtohbr. 

William  Tarplies,  married,  aged  56  years,  in  the  last 
•degree  of  emadation,  was  admitted,  under  my  care,  into 
the  General  Hospital,  March  3,  1852.  He  stetes,  that 
about  eighteen  months  since  (up  to  which  time  he  had 
enjoyed  uninterrupted  good  health)  he  had  a  violent 
«ttack  of  influenza,  accompanied  by  a  constant  burning 
and  aching  pain  in  the  epigastrium,  not  diffused,  but 
limited  to  fi  circle  of  about  three  inches  in  diameter, 
which  continued  for  about  eight  months,  and  during 
that  time  he  had  frequent  attacks  of  vomiting  whilst 


taking  his  meals.  For  these  symptoms  several  biistert 
and  mustard  plasters  were  applied,  which  afforded  him 
temporary  relief.  For  the  last  ten  months  his  stomach 
has  been  in  an  exceedingly  irritable  state,  and  rejected 
elfdost  all  the  food  immediately  on  being  taken ;  and  he 
has  also  had  frequent  attacks  of  vomiting  of  a  dear, 
shiny,  or  frothy  matter,  ocoadonally  tinged  with  blood, 
which  was  brought  on  by  attempte  to  swallow,  and 
sometimes  even  by  any  movement  of  the  body.  Occa- 
sionally the  food  was  retained  for  one  or  two  days,  but 
produced  much  inoonvenienoe  of  the  epigastrium,  and 
was  sttooeeded  by  excessive  vomiting,  apparentiy  of  all 
the  accumulated  food. 

His  description  accords  very  doody  with  the  symp- ' 
toms  of  disease  he  now  labours  under.  As  a  general 
rule  be  vomite  any  quantity  of  food  immediately  it  is 
taiken,  which  appears  to  him  to  be  stopped  just  at  tiia 
bottom  of  the  chest,  and,  when  it  is  retained  longer^ 
vomiting  of  larger  quantities  of  food  invariably  follows* 
Emaciation  is  extreme.  Thwe  is  no  evidence  of  diseaae 
of  the  head,  chest,  or  any  tumour  in  the  abdominal 
cavity,  which  was  remariubly  flattened,  as  if  tlie 
stomach  and  intestines  were  completdy  empty.  After 
having  carefully  examined  for  any  evidence  of  an  anen- 
rismal  tnmour  wliich  might  press  upon  and  obstruct 
the  oesophagus,  and  none  being  found,  a  bougie  waa 
passed  down  the  oesophagus  to  the  stomach  with  great 
caxe,  but  there  it  encountered  some  obstacle,  and  on 
withdrawing  it  the  end  was  found  covered  with  blood 
and  pus,  with  which  also  the  vomited  matters  were 
tinged  for  some  days  afterwards;  but  the  patient 
experienced  relief  in  swallowing  food.  From  this  it 
appeared  most  probable  that  there  waa  a  stricture  at 
the  cardiac  orifice  of  the  stomadi,  which  was  put  down 
as  the  diagnosis.  Food  of  a  nutritious  and  farinaceous 
quality  was  oidered  to  be  taken  by  teaspoonfbls  at  a 
time,  (and  in  tins  way  he  was  more  suooessfiil  in  retain- 
ing it^)  and  injections  of  strong  beef-tea.  From  thb 
plan  he  seemed  for  a  time  to  derive  benefit,  but  at 
lengtii  gradually  sank  lower,  and  a  slight  bronchitia 
was  suffident  to  terminate  the  scene.  He  died  on  the 
25th  of  March.  " 

Post-mortem  examination  twenty  hours  qfter  death, 
«~Body  excessively  emaciated.'— Hieod :  Brain  not 
examined. — Cheeti  Heart  small,  not  above  two-thirds 
of  its  normal  size,  totally  void  of  all  ht,  and  presented 
a  very  varicosed  state  of  the  veins  all  over  ite  surfieux. 
The  left  lung  was  much  engorged,  and  slightiy  consoli- 
dated at  its  lower  part.  The  right  lung  was  very 
emphysematous.  The  cesophagus  was  examined  and 
found  healthy  in  its  whole  extent;  it  was  ndther  con- 
tracted nor  dilated  until  ite  termination  in  the  cardiac 
orifice  of  the  stomach. — Abdomen :  Around  the  cardiac 
orifice  of  the  stomach  (which  was  very  much  contracted 
equally  in  every  way,  so  as  to  be  like  a  stomach  in 
miniature,)  was  found  a  firm  indurated  mass  about  the 
size  of  a  small  orange,  by  which  this  aperture  was  con- 
tracted so  as  just  to  allow  a  swan  quill  to  pass  through 
it ;  the  end  of  the  finger  required  force  to  be  passed 
into  it.  On  examination  of  the  texture  of  this  tumour 
under  the  microscope  cancer-ceUs  were  observed.    The 
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mvoous  membrBne  of  the  stomach  and  the  pylonu  were 
perfectly  healthy.  The  mnacolar  stroctnre  was  very 
dudnctj  the  inteetixies  were  healthy;  the  liver  was 
much  engorged,  and  presented  the  natmeg  appearance; 
ihet  gall-bladder  was  not  enlarged,  but  full  of  bile;  the 
fpleen  and  pancreas  were  healthy;  the  kidneys  and 
urinary  organs  were  perfectly  healthy.  The  whole  of 
the  body  appeared  entirely  free  from  fatty  matter. 


(Cnrr«|nni1rtiTO» 


ON  BENEVOLENT  AND  PEOVIDENT 
SOCIETIES. 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 
Sir, — ^There  is  no  truer  prorerb  than  that — "  What 
is  out  of  sight  is  out  of  mind;"  and  for  this  reason 
the  ''Medical  Benevolent  Fund"  will  require  to  be 
frequently  brought  under  the  renewed  contemplation 
of  the  profession.  But  there  are  other  motives  which 
induce  me  to  claim  a  comer  in  your  valuable  journal. 
Since  I  last  addressed  you,  the  ''  British  Medical 
Fund"  has  become  extinct;  and  the  Medical  Benevo- 
lent College  has  made  rapid  advances  towards  its 
aenith;  and  the  local  provident  societies  have  had 
renewed  and  increased  activity  engrafted  upon  them; 
the  Medical  Benevolent  Fund  has  proceeded  pari 
pmUf  though  not  at  the  same  rate  of  ostentatious 
speed,  and  its  annuity  fund  has  been  gradually  deve- 
loping ;  and,  moreover,  so  great  a  confusion  has  been 
created  in  men's  minds,  and  so  great  a  confounding  of 
the  new  and  more  ambitious  Benevolent  College  with 
the  older,  more  humble»  and  more  immediately  useful 
Benevolent  Fund,  that  for  any  of  these  motives,  and 
more  especially  from  a  combination  of  the  whole,  it 
becomes  necessary  to  review  them  in  estenso,  to  trace 
them  back  to  the  principles  upon  which  they  are 
established,  and  to  develope  their  pretensions  to  public 
regard  and  support.  My  predilections  are  well  known, 
and  my  honorary  office  in  connexion  with  the  Benevo- 
lent Fund  leads  me  of  course  more  particularly  to 
support  that  fund.  But  I  wish  on  the  present  occasion 
to  drop  the  character  of  the  advocate,  and  dispassion- 
ately to  review  the  whole  system  of  medical  charities 
and  would-be  benevolent  funds,  in  order  that  each 
person  may  choose  for  himself  to  support  that  insti- 
tution which  is  fraught  with  the  greatest  advantages  to 
his  brethren,  unless,  indeed  (which  is  far  better),  he 
can  support  them  all.  And  then,  to  such  as  possess 
ample  purses  and  a  truly  Catholic  heart,  I  would  most 
cheerfully  appeal  to  every  good  principle  of  their  nature, 
and  I  would  say,  support  them  all;  embrace  all  their 
respective  objects  ?dthin  the  reach  of  your  expansive 
bosom ;  and  by  personal  sacrifices  of  cash^  time,  talent, 
and  influence,  do  all  that  you  can  to  ameliorate  the 
sufferings  and  the  sorrows  of  the  large  professional 
family.    Turn  not  a  deaf  ear  to  the  application  of  him 


who  IS  ready  to  perish,  but  earnestly  seek  that  bknog. 
which  sacred  misery  alone  can  oon£er^-even  the  blonqg 
of  him  who  haa  nothing  else  to  give  than  the  pue 
offering  of  a  thankful  heart. 

It  might  be  almost  superfluous  to  waste  a  pangn|h 
upon  ttie  extinct ''  British  Medical  Fund;"  at  sU  ennti 
I  would  adhere  to  the  adage,  **  De  mortvit  nil  nin 
bonum,**  As  a  provident  fimd  it  promised  weD,  ind 
was  entitled  to  support ;  and  while,  in  common  with 
many  others,  I  can  but  lament  the  sums  which  wens 
expended  upon  its  presumed  establishment,  yet  I  lameot 
still  more  deeply  the  apathy  which  allowed  it  to  sink 
hopelessly  to  its  grave,  without  leaving  a  trace  behind 
it,  except  the  regrets  of  a  few  of  its  friends,  and  espe- 
cially of  those  who  watched  the  loss  of  its  sickness  fond 
with  deepest  sorrow — a  sorrow  unmitigated  by  the  hope 
of  seeing  a  similar  fund  engrafted  upon  some  other 
institution. 

It  has  been  often  asked,— ''Why  not  engnit  it 
upon  the  already  existing  Benevolent  Fund?  Then 
are  several  reasons  against  such  an  sunalgamation.  And 
first,  with  reference  to  its  principles :  a  ockness  fimd 
must  of  necessity  be  a  self-supporting,  or  proyidest 
fund,  while  the  Benevolent  Fund  is  purely  chuitible. 
A  sickness  fund  can  only  be  supported  by  the  combint- 
tion  of  a  large  number  in  the  one  object,  of  Uie  mnf 
healthy  relieving  the  necessities  of  the  few  nek— the 
general  principle  upon  which  all  our  benefit  dabs  sie 
founded.  But  the  history  of  these  dubs  leads  to  the 
conclusion,  that  in  this  matter  their  cslculstions  sie 
unsound,  for  unless  largely  supported  by  hononry 
members,  they  generally  fail,  and  come  to  nothing  ifier 
a  few  years,  when  the  influence  of  age  gives  to  the  oooe 
young  and  flourishing  society  a  character  of  hfSiA^ 
ness  and  dependence,  which  assuredly  conducts  it  to 
extinction. 

In  professional  life  the  sickness  fund  has  been  fonnd 
most  difficult  to  manage  among  the  clergy ;  and  it  has 
become  necessary,  while  fsith  has  been  kept  with  originsl 
subscribers,  to  adopt  new  and  more  stringent  regdstiooi 
for  their  present  guidance.  In  fact,  unless  these  csa 
be  disenthralled  from  the  prevailing  spirit  of  selfishness, 
it  is  obviously  impossible  to  protect  such  an  institntioB 
from  the  encroachments  of  the  valetudinaxian,  the 
hypochondriac,  the  nervous,  and  the  slight — though  the 
habitual  sufferer.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  underrate  fie 
sufferings  of  this  dass  of  individuals,  and  to  themsdves,. 
I  doubt  not,  they  are  great  sufferers ;  but  the  nstore  of 
their  sufferings  renders  them  excrescences  of  moibid 
growth  upon  the  social  body,  and  only  to  be  TtnanA 
by  extirpation.  But  this  involves  the  elements  of  the 
itabUity  of  such  institutions,  and  leads  their 'fiiflB^ 
and  well-wishers  to  a  state  of  doubt  and  hesitation  most 
painful  to  themselves,  and  most  frttal  to  the  success  of 
their  good  fishes.  If  such  an  institution  should  ever 
be  established,  its  success  in  perpetuity  can  only  be 
insured  by  much  larger  sacrifices  in  health,  or  by  wwh 
smaller  support  to  the  sick  members,  during  sickoess. 
But  then,  as  has  been  shown  in  the  example  of  the 
British  Medical  Fund,  in  the|?reseii/  state  of  the  nuads 
of  men,  with  regard^to  these  provident  sacrifiocsi  sm^- 
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sacrifices  will  not  be  made,  and  I  confess  it  does  appear 
to  me^  that  till  men  have  become  wiser  and  better,  the 
•tirtablishment  of  a  sncoessfhl  and  enduring  sickness- 
fimd  is  Utopian. 

It  will,  periiaps,  be  asked ,«-How  comes  it  that 
certain  provident  sodedea  hare  flonrished,  as  for  in- 
stuice,— the  Wdows'  and  Orphans'  Fund  in  London, 
^e  Kent  Medical  BeneTolent  Society,  the  Surrey,  the 
Eastern  Ck>unties,  the  West  Riding,  the  Midland 
Counties,  the  West  of  England,  and  several  others  ? 
The  reason  is  obvious.  First,  they  have  been  treated 
tt  benevolent  fonds,  and  many  a  charitably-disposed 
individual  has  become  an  honorary  member,  and  thus 
large  funds  have  been  accumulated,  because  the  honoraiy 
members  had  no  chance  of  becoming  claimants  upon 
the  fund ;  while  in  the  class  of  probably  future  claim- 
ants, a  very  laige  proportion  would  not  deprive  them- 
selves of  the  pittance  required  for  membenhipj  and 
without  this  membership  they  could  have  no  claim  for 
reUef.  The  provident  few,  therefore,  would  obtain 
relief  fh>m  ampler  funds  accumulated  by  the  benevolence 
<yf  the  charitable,  and  thus  these  institutions  would  do 
much  good  in  their  limited  sphere.  But  why  should 
•we  turn  our  back  upon  those  who  have  not  been 
ihus  provident? 

I«t  us  discuss  this  question  for  a  moment.  We 
can  have  no  doubt  of  the  prudence  and  forethought 
-of  provident  and  prudential  societies.  But  are  the 
improvident  to  be  wholly  blamed?  At  least  suspend 
your  judgment  before  you  condemn  them.  Look  at 
the  history  of  a  young  man  entering  into  life,  with  all 
the  hopefulness  of  youth,— with  energies  unbroken,— 
with  hopes  unblighted,— with  zeal  and  ardour  unchilled, 
and  with  the  glowing  future  surrounded  by  a  halo  of 
joyousness  and  success,— with  a  fixed  determination  to 
devote  his  life  to  his  profession,  and  with  a  full 
•anticipation  that  tiiat  profession  will  give  him,  as  it 
justly  ought  to  do,  the  means  of  gentlemanlike  existence. 
At  this,  time,  probably,  his  little  capital  has  been 
expended  upon  his  education,  and  he  has  no  capital  to 
&11  back  upon,  either  to  purchase  a  partnership,  or  to 
support  himself  for  a  few  years,  while  he  is  making  a 
practice  by  his  own  talents  and  industry,  amidst  all  the 
keen  competition  of  an  over-crowded  profession.  He 
does  not  at  this  time  insure  his  life,  because  every 
^fiurthin^  he  can  scratch  together  is  absorbed  by  the 
^kuly  demands  of  life,  and  the  necessity  for  keeping  a 
horse,  and  making-  a  respectable  appearance,  without 
which  he  has  no  chance  qf  sttcceee.  He  is  now  told  by 
some  of  his  friends,  that  a  medical  man,  if  he  hopes  to 
succeed  in  practice,  must  have  a  urife ;  and  he  begins  to 
look  about  him  for  such  a  companion — such  a  sharer 
of  his  cares  and  anxieties — such  a  solace  in  all  his 
toils — such  a  participator  in  his  joys  and  sorrows.  It 
is  not  very  likely  that  a  man,  without  capital,  and 
without  large  practice,  should  be  able  to  engage  the 
affections  of  a  lady  who  has  property  of  her  own ;  con- 
sequently, it  too  frequentiy  happens,  that  his  choice  is 
made  from  the  well-educated,  ladylike,  but  penniless 
class  of  governesses ;  and  though  he  envisages  the  fact, 
^hat  his  future  wife  has  no  money,  yet  in  his  sanguine 


hopes  for  a  successful  futurity,  he  persuades  himself 
that  he  shall  be  able,  by  a  little  increased  industry,  and 
energy,  and  prudent  expenditure,  to  support  a  wife, 
which,  in  the  meantime,  he  has  succeeded  in  convindng 
himself  is  indispensable  to  his  success.  He  manles, 
but  finds  that  he  is  less  visited  than  he  expected,  and 
that  the  accession  of  patients  is  veiy  slow  work ;  and 
that,  although  he  gets  on,  it  is  chiefly  amongst  the 
poor, — amongst  those  who  other  cahnotf  or  wilt  not 
pay;  and  still  he  finds  at  the  end  of  the  year  that  his 
Christmas  bills  are  large,  and  his  receipts  are  small, 
and  that  he  has  great  difficulty  in  making  both  ends 
meet— periiape  is  a  little  in  debt;  still  he  hopes  fbr 
improvement,  though  he  is  so  hard  up  ibr  ready  cash 
that  at  this  time  he  hesitates  the  outiay  which  is 
necessary  to  constitute  membership  in  a  provident 
benevolent  Amd.  It  would  have  been  entirely  right 
for  him  to  have  thus  enrolled  himself  before  he  married  ; 
but  can  we  visit  him  with  severe  censure,  when  the 
glowing  heart,  as  yet  unchilled  by  the  selfishness  of  tiie 
world,  has  led  him  astray  from  the  sober  judgment 'of 
a  cooler  and  more  calculating  policy,  and  when  we  look 
to  the  difficulties  with  which  he  has  to  struggle.  True  1 
he  need  not  have  married ;  but,  in  addition  to  his  incli- 
nation leading  him  that  way,  he  has  the  conviction  o£ 
his  own  mind,  and  the  recorded  belief  of  his  friends^ 
that  he  will  not  succeed,  unless  he  do  marry :  and  it  is 
the  fkct,  that  if  he  remained  a  single  man  he  would 
have  far  greater  difficulties  in  his  way. 

At  the  end  of  his  first  year  of  marriage,  he  probably 
has  an  addition  to  his  fiunily,  and  with  it  an  increased 
and  unavoidable  expenditure  i  and  this  is  a  sufficient 
excuse  to  his  own  mind  for  not  belonging  to  the  Local 
Benevolent  Fund  as  it  is  called.  This,  then,  is 
adjourned  as  a  thing  to  be  done,  when  circumstandes 
enable  him  to  do  so,  and  when  he  is  rich  enough  to 
spare  the  necessary  annual  premium ;  and  a  sufficient 
excuse  is  presented  to  his  own  mind  in  the  belief,  that 
the  tiny  stranger  will  add  very  little  to  his  expenses, 
and  that,  as  soon  as  he  is  able  to  do  so,  he  will  insure 
his  own  life,  the  delay  adding  a  very  Httle  to  the 
premium,  and  therefore  adding  to  the  annual  burden  a 
scarcely  appreciable  weight.  But,  alas !  who  can  reckon 
upon  futurity  ?  Year  after  year  rolls  on,  and  probably 
each  year  adds  another  to  the  first  littie  one,  and 
expenses  increase  &ster  than  the  income  is  augmented, 
the  amount  of  unliquidated  Christmas  bills  becomes 
heavier,  and  each  year  at  its  termination  finds  the  Hie 
uninsured,  and  the  power  of  insurance  lessened,  'and 
the  future  yet  gloomier.  But  still  the  buoyancy  o£ 
youthful  hope  is  encouraged  by  occasional  success;  and 
the  flattering  tale  is  repeated,  that  in  another  year  or 
two  the  income  will  be  better,  and  the  insurance  pre- 
mium will  be  spared.  In  some  instances  it  is  so,  and 
a  provision  is  made  in  the  shape  of  annuity  for  a  widow, 
or  an  endowment  for  children,  or  a  provision  for  old 
age ;  but  not  so  in  the  majority  qf  casee.  And  now 
comes  the  opposite  side  of  the  picture.  Families 
increase; — income  is  not  enlarged — perhaps  it  is  di- 
minished by  competition ; — the  partner  of  his  cares  and 
sorrows  ialls  into  bad  health,  overburdened  with  th^ 
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anxieties  of  life;— children  mnst  be  edacated,  and  Hhs 
approach  of  want  is  beginning  to  be  felt,  or  at  kaat  the 
preamure  of  an  income  bo  straightened,  that  he  is 
never  free  from  caie  and  apprehension;  his  crediCott 
grow  weary, — he  is  summoned  to  the  County  Conrt,-^ 
he  is  harassed  at  every  torn;  the  selfishness  ef 
patients, — the  obduracy  of  Poor-law  Goardians,— the 
misery  of  perpetual  duns,— the  consciousness  of  the 
Injustice  he  is  perpetrating  to  his  own  fkmily,  and  his 
creditors, — and  the  impossibility  of  making  prOTision 
for  the  future  by  life-insurance,  all  press  upon  his 
physical  resources ;  his  temper  is  soured ;  he  becomes 
morose,  captious,  irritable;  he  is  driven  almost  to 
distraction,— the  weak  organ  of  the  body  gives  way,  and 
now  his  own  sickness  is  superadded  to  his  family 
troubles;  he  can  no  longer  insure  his  own  life,  even  if 
he  had  the  means,  and  presently  his  energies  aze 
quenched  in  the  darkness  of  insanity :  there  is  no  longer 
any  income,  and  his  fiftmily  has  to  support  him  in  an 
asylum,  they  themselves  being  penniless,  or  dfajeds  of 
commiseration  to  some  purely  charitable,  and  simply 
benevolent  institution.  Now,  Mr.  Editor,  this  picture 
IS  not  imaginary,  U  it  drawn  firom  iffe,  and  is  one  of 
those  cases  which  is  only  to  be  met  by  our  own  Benevolent 
Fund. 

Again,  supposing  the  integrity  of  the  mental  organ  is 
not  impaired  as  tuck,  still  the  same  result  of  incapacity 
for  practice  is  often  produced  by  paraiyeit,  or  by  the 
whole  train  of  dyspeptic  symptoms,  ending  in  ulceration 
of  the  stomach,  or  disease  of  the  liver,  or  of  some  other 
of  the  chylopoietic  viscera.  Or,  in  all  the  vicissitudes 
to  which  he  may  be  exposed,  the  latent  seeds  of  con- 
sumption may  have  been  developed,  or  the  cruel  ravages 
of  typhus  or  cholera,  or  any  of  the  milie  maia  to  which 
onr  frail  nature  is  amenable,  may  be  as  surely  the 
means  of  conveying  him  to  his  long  home  before  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  his  family;  the  widow  and 
children  are  left  young,  and  in  their  emergency  again 
dependent  upon  the  Benevolent  Fund  as  their  only 
harbour  of  refuge  in  the  day  of  their  calamity.  Or 
a  thousand  maladies  may  assail  the  wife,  and  the  young 
widower  is  left  without  any  one  to  share  his  sorrows, 
with  a  young  fitmily,  and  now  in  difBculties,  and  with 
a  yearly  increasing  debt,  and,  moreover,  with  a  yearly 
prospect  of  increase,  for  his  affectionate  and  trustworthy 
housekeeper  is  gone,  and  his  expenses  are  increased, 
while  the  means  of  meeting  them  are  diminished — a 
series  of  evils  which  is  only  to  be  mitigated  by  a  fund 
from  which  temporary  relief  may  be  obtained.  It  is 
easy  to  say  that  all  these  evils  might  have  been  provided 
against,  but  in  all  these  difficulties  it  is  not  easy  to 
accomplish  it;  and  the  hope  of  its  being  more  easy 
another  year,  and  yet  another,  leads  him  on  with  the 
bright  vision  of  future  hope,  till  it  is  finally  quenched 
in  the  night  of  despair.  If,  in  any  of  these  cases, 
application  for  relief  is  made  to  either  of  the  puui' 
benevolent  local  funds,  the  reply  is,  we  can  only  relieve 
wumemben. 

Pardon  me,  Mr.  Editor,  if  I  venture  to  express  my 
appr^iension  that  the  simple  fact  of  the  Benevolent 
Tund  being  an  integral  portion  of  our  Association  is 


forgotten  by  many  of  your  readers;  and  I  tdw  tfcaa* 
opportunity  of  reminding  every  member  of  our  noUe 
Society,  that  when  he  joins  onr  AssodatiflB  he  vobmm 
tarily  incurs  the  obligjrtion  to  iontribvfce  towvds  the 
support  of  iU  Benevolent  Fond.  It  has  often  been 
proposed  to  make  this  obligation  oompidMry— «  propo- 
ntion  which  I  have  always  reiiBted,  beoanae  then  ir 
neither  charity  nor  benevolanoe  in  payiqg  a  tax ;  and 
our  Benevolent  Fund  is  esaentiaUy  eA«rila6le,  and 
therefore  opposed  in  its  principle  to  every  oompnlsofy 
obligation.  But  this  does  not  diminiah  Hie  obligatioB 
alluded  to,  it  rather  adds  to  its  weSgjht,  hoosnse  it 
appeals  to  the  generosity  and  justice  of  a  ao-eaOed 
eharitable  profession,  and  calls  into  its  aid,  all  the- 
higher  sanctions  ^of  reUffioue  prmeiple,  I  diooU  not 
have  adverted  in,  this  place  to  this  indefeasiUa  doty, 
had  I  not  been  struck  with  the  fact,  that  the  mnudpr^ 
minenee  was  not  given  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  at 
Oxford ;  and  that  in  your  report  of  the  late  meoHng-ef 
the  South  Wales  Branch,  at  Swansea,  it  does  not 
appear  to  have  boen  alluded  to  at  all,  and  I  am  afraid 
to  say  how  few  of  the  seventy-five  new  members  rsosnlif 
enrolled  in  that  district  are  subscribers  to  the  BenevokBt 
Fund.  This  is  the  more  extraordinary,  when  the  Vn^ 
sident,  in  his  address,  claims  for  our  praCesaion,  that  in 
no  other,  "  is  the  ear  of  pity  and  compassion  more  open 
to  the  tale  of  woe,  oppression,  and  distress ;"  and  fhst 
the  motto  of  our  Society  may  consist  in  the  two  scrip- 
tural quotations :— "  Let  brotherly  lovecontinQe ;"  and 
**  this  commandment  I  give  to  you,  that  ye  love  ens 
another."  I  repeat,  Mr.  Editor,  that  in  sndi  sa 
address,  and  at  such  a  meeting,  it  does  appear  to  me 
extraordinary,  that  no  mention  is  made  of  onr  Beneio- 
lent  Fund,  nor  of  the  absolute  duty  of  oontriboting  to 
its  support.  Believing  the  omission  to  be  wboDf 
unmtentional,  I  fulfil  my  own  duty,  as  Treasurer,  b 
making  known  to  each  member  the  obligation  he  hai 
incurred,  m  the  frdl  expectation  that  the  South  Wak» 
Branch  of  our  Association,  will  at. least  emulate  her 
northern  elder  sister,  in  her  deeds  of  diarity,  and  her 
acts  of  duty. 

Forgive  me  this  digression.  And  now,  Mr.  ££tar, 
though  I  have  palliated  the  conduct  of  those  who  ham 
not  provided  for  their  families,  I  am  not  d^endmg  it; 
and  with  regard  to  this  provision,  there  are  compKa- 
tively  few  among  those  even,  who  are  straggling  lor 
their  existence,  who  do  really  think  about  it.  Thie  ii 
sufficiently  proved  by  the  fkct  of  the  few  who  insaie 
their  own  lives;— of  the  comparatively  Tery  few  who 
belong  to  the  local  funds,  and  of  the  still  fiewer,  who 
came  forward  to  support  the  Bxitish  Mfdical  Fand, 
with  all  its  claims  npon  their  sympathies.  Now,  & 
really  is  an  unquestioned  moral  duty  to  8iqip<wt  aome- 
of  these  objects ;  and  aa  the  Britiah  Medical  Fond  has 
died  from  inanition,  it  becomes  a  more  sacred  duty  to 
attach  oneself  to  one  of  the  ioeaJ/unde,  Bnt  it  will 
be  said,  and  said  with  truth,  that  the  great  najotHbf  of 
the  members  of  these  funds  consist  of  persons  who  sie 
well  off  in  the  world,  and  who  have  no  prospect  of  eier 
being  chargeable  to  its  resouroes.  So  mndi  tiie  bellsr 
for  it ;  for  if  the  same  proportion  were  in  an  < 
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dinctioD,  the  fond  would  toon  &fl,  from  fha  deniMid 
upon  its  reioiirces,  and  the  memben  would  then  be 
left  with  a  very  scantj  pittance.  Now,  they  may 
accumulate  I  but  then,  they  would  be  ruined,  and  the 

-  only  inezhauBtible  charitable  fond  will  be  fomid  to  be 
the  Medical  Benevoimi  Fimd,  not  the  Medical  BeM$o- 
lemi  College,  The  introduction  of  this  term  in  this 
place,  leads  me  to  add  a  few  brief  words  on  this  latter 
scheme;  and  I  would  wish  to  speak  of  it  with  all 
imaginable  kindness,  and  with  unbounded  respect  and 
admiration  for  its  chief  supporter,  Mr.  Propert.  Mr. 
Propert  has  accomplished  what  I  beliere  no  other  man 
could  have  done :  his  own  views  are  truly  benevolent ; 
and  by  the  agency  which  he  has  employed,  he  has 
a<fflimu1fttftd  a  large  sum  of  money.  But  I  would 
venture  to  say,  though  large>  it  is  very  inadequate  for 
the  great  purpose  he  proposes  to  effect.  Of  the  coAsti- 
ftution  of  the  College,  I  wish  to  say  nothing,  but  simply 
to  express  my  fears,  grounded  upon  the  facts  of  past 
history,  that  it  is  in^foeeidle  to  keep  it  free  from  the 
distarbing  agencies,  which  in  other  places  and  profes- 

>  siona,  have  thrown  the  blight  of  discord  upon  the  best 
conceived  views,  and  introduced  elements  of  distraction 
within  the  College  precincts.    To  carry  out  the  design 
fully,  an  enormous  outlay  will  be  at  first  required,  and 
a  princely  reserve  must  be  saved  for  a  permanent  source 
of  income.    Without  this  the  best  conceived  plans  must 
foil ;  and  in  order  to  give  the  College  a  hope  of  carrying 
ont  its  designs,  it  must  not  be  left  with  a  debt  upon  its 
shoulders,  nor  dependent  upon  the  precarious  support 
of  annual  subscriptions.    True,  it  will  have  the  advan- 
tage of  possessing  a  locality — visible  and  tangible,  the 
visible  will  be  there  when  its  walls  are  reared,  in  the 
beautiful  scenery  of  Epsom ;  the  tangible  is  only  to  be 
obtained  in  its  educational  boons,  or  in  its  asylum  for 
widows  or  decayed  medical  men,  by  the  possession  of 
a  certain  amount  of  incon^e,  and  certain  means  of 
defraying  the  expenses  of  a  canviss.    And,  after  all,  I 
cannot  but  think,  that  this  same  expenditure,  about  to 
be  invested  in  bricks  and  mortar,  would  produce  an 
infinitely  greater  amount  of  good,  if  mvested  in  consols, 
and  the  income  therefrom  derived   were  applied  to 
granting  annuities,  and  the  aged  males  or  females  (after 
the  example  of  the  Benevolent  Fund,)  were  permitted 
to  eigoy  these  annuities  at  their  own  homes,  surrounded 
by  their  own  little  comforts,  tended  by  the  kindness  of 
fomilies,  and  placed  at  home— the  only  situation  for 
the  real  development  qf  so  much  of  the  chariHee  qf 
kome^the  eyn^iMee  qf  relative  kindnees,  amd  the 
€ffection»  qfa  family. 

[To  be  coBtinaedJ 


LETTER  FROM  W.  A.  COX,  ESQ.,  ON  THE 
CASE—"  BOURNE  v.  COX.'* 

7\>  the  Editor  qf  the  Provineial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 

Sn,— T  herewith  send  you  a  fuller  and  more  correct 
xeport  of  the  County  Court  case  commented  on  by  you 
in  your  last  number,  and  most  readily  answer  your  call 
for  an  explanation. 


The  drcumstances  I  will  relate  as  briefly  as  possible. 
On  the  16th  of  last  June  I  was  consulted  by  a  patient,, 
who  gave  the  following  account  of  himself :— About 
two  months  befoie  he  had  contracted  gonorrhoea,  for  ^ 
which  he  had  firom  that  time  been  under  a  druggist  i 
and  about  a  week  ago  he  had  had  suspicious  intercourse, 
from,  which  he  feared  had  arisen  fresh  symptoms  of 
disease. 

On  examination,  I  found  he  had  gonorrhoea  with 
stricture  of  the  urethra,  an  ulcer  which  I  believed  to 
be  syphilitic,  with  an  eruption  on  the  margin  of  the 
prepuce,    which  was  indurated,   and  in  a    state    of 
phimosis.    He  had  also  an  inflamed  gland  on  Pouparf  s 
ligament  on  the  right  side.    He  appealed  to  me  to  cure 
him  as  quicUy  as  possible,  as  he  was  about  to  go 
abroad.     I  put  him  under  a  mild  mercurial  course,, 
advised  him  to  foment  and  poultice  the  bubo,  and 
recommended  the  passing  a  bougie  medicated  with, 
copaiba  night  and  morning;  a  practice  which  I  have 
found  very  efficadous  in  old-standing  gonorrhoea.     On 
his  representing  to  me  the  impossibility  of  making  the  • 
necessary  applications  at  his  own  home  without  detection 
by  his  mother,  I,  in  consideration  of  tiie  urgency  of 
the  case,  permitted  him  to  attend  at  mine,  where  I 
made   the    necessary   applications     myself.      These 
attendances  occupied  generally  half  an  hour,  sometimes 
longer.     And    in   addition  to  these  attendances,  so- 
anxious  was  he  about  his  case,  that  he  was  at  my  house^ 
sometimes  three,  sometimes  four  times  a  day.      This 
treatment  was  continued  till  the  24th  of  July,  when  he 
applied  during  my  absence,    had  his  last  bottle  of 
medicme,  and  left,  stating  that  he  was  much  better,  and 
would  call  on  the  foUowing  Saturday  for  his  biU,  which- 
he  requested  I  would  make  out. 

It  may  be  as  well  that  I  here  state,  that  about  the 
4th  of  July  my  patient  showed  me  a  bottle  of  medicine 
he  had  got  fi^m  Mr.  Fidd,  the  usual  medical  attendant 
of  the  family,  whom  his  mother  had  called  in,  seeing 
her  son  was  out  of  health  j"  and  asked  me  if  it  would 
interfere  with  my  medicines.  I  at  once,  feeling  the 
awkwardness  of  two  medical  men  being  in  attendance,, 
and  yet  not  acting  together,  urged  him  to  confide  inr 
Mr.  Field,  and  let  him  go  on  with  his  venereal  disease. 
To  this  he  strongly  objected,  fearing  Mr.  Field  would 
make  his  state  known  to  his  mother;  and  findhig  I 
could  not  overcome  his  scruples,  I  consented  tp  con- 
tinue  attending  him. 

He  was  then  attended  by  me,  with  no  ordinary 
sacrifice  of  time  and  trouble.  He  was  virtually  cured, 
as  Mr.  Harries's  evidence  showed,  who  saw  him  imme- 
diately after  he  ceased  attending  on  me.  And  mark  the 
return  he  makes  me.  I  neither  see  nor  hear  of  him 
tilll  am  informed  casually  on  the  6th  of  August,  that 
he  was  about  to  sail  the  following  day  for  Australia.  I 
then,  giving  him  to  the  last  moment  to  call  on  me,  went 
to  his  house  between  seven  and  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  and  there  had  the  information  confirmed  that 
he  had  left  Bath,  and  was  to  sail  from  Bristol  the  fol- 
lowing day,  at  twelve  o'clock.  I  came  home  and  made 
out  my  bill  in  my  ledger,  and  in  so  domg  I  fWt  that  I 
was  justified  in  making  the  full  charges  that  I  conceived 
the  law  would  aUow  me.  I  considered  the  time,  the 
trouble,  and  the  unusual  nature  of  the  services  rendered,, 
and  rendered  at  his  request;  and  I  did  not  think  that 
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faalf-a-giuneft,  under  the  circimutanoes  of  the  caae,  was 
more  than  I  was  justified  in  charging  him.  Tlus  brought 
iiisbiU  to  £21.58.;  and  b]r  like  advice  of  Mr.  Slack, 
a  most  respectable  attorney,  I  arrested  him  for  this 
amonnt.  I  had  reason  to  know  that  he  was  a  young 
man  of  property;  but  he  pleaded  porerty,  and  I  con- 
sented to  take  ^15,  and  give  him  his  discharge.  He 
then  returns  to  Bath,  trumps  up  a  story,  which,  on  the 
trial  was  proved  to  be  false,  that  I  had  sent  him  in  a 
'bill  for  £2,  Ss. ;  and  his  friends  commence  an  action 
in  tiie  County  Court  for  malicious  arrest,  laying  the 
damages  at  £bO.  Not  content  to  await  the  trial,  the 
public-houses  all  over  the  city  are  made  use  of  to 
circulate  the  grossest  calumnies,  and  thus  a  strong 
feeling  is  excited  against  me.  Confident  in  the  justice 
of  my  own  case,  although  I  heard  six  medical  men 
were  to  be  brought  forward  by  the  plaintiff,  yet,  as  I 
flattered  myself  that  I  stood  pretty  well  with  the 
profession,  being  conscious  that  I  lud  never  done  a 
dishonourable  action  towards  any  one  of  them,  I  relied 
on  their  honour  and  integrity,  and  did  not  provide 
myself  with  a  single  medi<»l  testimony  on  my  behalf. 
I  was  generously  offered  support  (not  by  those  who 
gave  evidence  in  my  favour  on  the  trial,  but  by  a 
gentleman  of  as  high  respectability  and  as  long  standing 
as  any  in  the  profession  in  this  city),  but  I  refused 
to  allow  another  to  share  in  the  prejudice  that  had 
been  raised.  The  trial  came  on,  and  then  to  my  utter 
-astonishment  I  found  the  medical  witnesses  deposing 
to  the  impossibility  of  the  existence  of  such  a  compli- 
cation of  diseases  as  that  for  which  I  had  made  out 
a  bill,  and  which  I  subsequently  swore  had  existed  in 
this  case.  Fortunately  for  me  there  were  two  gentle- 
men in  court,  Messrs.  Bush  and  John  Barrett,  who 
had  the  manliness  and  generosity  to  stand  forward 
when  they  saw  an  attempt  made  to  crush  a  professional 
brother,  and  voluntarily  gave  evidence  on  their  own 
experience  that  they  had  seen  similar  cases.  I  here 
beg  publicly  to  thank  them ;  and  I  tell  them  that  I 
appreciate  their  conduct  the  more  highly  because  it 
arose  from  the  spontaneous  and  unsolicited  impulse  of 
generous,  manly,  and  independent  feeling. 

But  can  I  wonder  at  the  verdict  that  was  returned 
afta:  the  medical  evidence  for  the  plaintiff,  that  evidence 
being,  as  the  Judge  charged  the  Jury,  "  thai  they  all 
agreed  that  they  did  not  believe  that  the  diaeaeea  which 
Vfere  epecified  on  the  face  qf  the  Mil,  ever  could  coexist 
in  the  aame patient.  (See  Bath  and  Cheltenham  Gazette, 
September  8th,  1852.)  Observe,  the  adverse  medical 
evidence  denied  the  poeHbility  of  the  coeaietence  of 
ffonorrhma  and  eyphilis.  With  such  evidence  as  this 
before  them,  the  Juiy  could  come  to  no  other  conclusion 
than  that  the  biU  was  a  concoction,  and  the  whole 
transaction  a  fraud.  My  only  wonder  is,  that  with 
mich  extraordinary  medical  evidence  against  me,  the 
Jury  were  bold  enough  to  cut  down  the  damages  from 
£bO  to  ;f  15. 

With  regard  to  the  bill,  portions  of  which  you  have 
quoted,  I  must  throw  the  responsibiOty  of  the  form  of 
it  on  my  attorney,  by  whose  direction  it  was  drawn  up 
and  delivered  to  the  plaintiffs  attorney,  on  their  appli- 
cation, aiter  the  action  was  commenced. 

In  explanation  of  no  bill  havmg  been  delivered 
previous  to  the  arrest,  the  simple  answer  is,  that  the 


patient  never  afforded  me  an  oppoituaity  of  so  doiag, 
and  I  could  not  send  it  to  his  home  without  ikUsg 
discovery  by  his  motbcrof  that  secret  he  was  JOimiaK 
to  keep  from  her* 

There  is  another  circumatanoe  I  must  aHude  to.  It 
is,  as  to  the  interlineation  of  the  op«ratioDS.  lliis 
arose,  as  I  explained  on  the  trial,  fnm.  the  isct  of  the 
operations  having  been  performed  after  the  mediooes 
had  been  ordered  in  the  day-book,  and  I  pointed  oat  to 
the  Judge  and  Jury  many  similar  entries  in  the  mad 
book  to  other  patients.  Mr..  John  Barrett  has  noioe 
closely  examined  my  day-book,  and  has  publidy 
declared,  in  a  letter  to  the  Bath  Journal,  that  "the 
internal  evidence  of  the  whole  book  supports  Mr.  Cox's 
statement  as  to  the  manner  in  which  those  entries  wen 
made."  I  have  through  him  invited,  and  I  here  repsit 
the  invitation,  of  an  examination  of  my  day-book  to 
any  meniber  of  the  profession  whose  mind  may  not  be 
satisfied  on  this  point. 

This.  Sir,  is  my  case,  as  it  stood  after  the  trisl,  sad 
here  I  should  have  been  contented  to  leave  it  for  the 
public  to  judge  of  it,  with  confidenoe  that  they  wooU, 
on  oool  reflection,  put  a  proper  estimate  of  my  oondart 
in  this  transaction,  that  they  would  remember  it  mi 
no  feature  in  my  conduct  to  overcharge,  overdose,  or 
defnud;  and  that  they  would  see  I  had  been  led  iofeo 
what  might  be  considered  extreme  measures  in  order  to 
prevent  a  dishonest  and  unprincipled  man  defrndiiis 
me  of  my  due. 

But  as  it  appears  you  make  the  chief  point  in  the 
case  to  be  the  large  quantity  of  medicine  sent  in,  whkii, 
you  say,  gives  a  handle  to  the  homoeopath,  let  os  see 
what  this  large  quantity  amounts  to.  Just  one  sx- 
onnce  bottle  and  one  powder  per  day.  If  this  be  n 
offence  against  legitimate  practice,  I  mncii  fear  I  rin  in 
this  respect  in  company  with  the  greater  portion  of  my 
medicid  brethren,  and  I  must  cry  peccavi,  and  endore 
any  reproach  I  may  have  incurred  therdiyy. 

But,  Su>,  I  have  done.  I  have  laid  my  case  betee 
the  profession,  and  I  neither  tear  what  their  verdict  wOl 
be  on  my  conduct,  nor  do  I  fear  what  will  be  tfae 
ultimate  verdict  of  the  public. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  A.  COX. 


GERMANY. 

MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  THERAPEUTICS. 

On  the  Action  and  on  the  Method  of  Prepaeikc 
Cathartin. 
Trenkler  prepares  cathartin  frY>m  the  unripe  greea 
berries  of  rhamnut  cathartica.  It  resembles  pars 
aloethln,  both  in  a  chemical  and  in  a  therspeatieal 
point  of  view.  One  or  two  grains  of  cathartin  in  the 
form  of  pills  usually  produce  one  or  two,  or  in  s 
susceptible  patient,  tiiree  or  four  pulpy  stoobf 
without  griping.  Three  grains  form  a  large  doie. 
If  the  first  dose  should  fail  to  produce  the 
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d&cty  a  Moond  nay  be  civen  in  three  or  four 
hoBxt/  Dr.  Onff  (of  Dwiii8ttdt)>  who  ha*  carefbUy 
ttndied  Ha  thenpentio  action,  employs  it  in  toipor  of 
the  howelB,  in  hepitie  and  splenic  oongeitioaay  hunotr- 
boidti  dnp^,  and  gont 

By  sfanply  treating  the  inepueated  jnloe  of  the  nndpe 
benies  with  alcohol  and  sBtiier  we  may  obtam  an  impure 
cathartin  in  eonaidenble  quantity  (oz,  liij.  fit>m  121b8.)> 
which  acts  very  powerftdly,  and  modi  like  aloefl.-*JaArd. 
f.pr.Pharm.,  Jan,,  1852. 

On  thb  AcnoN  of  Trisnitratb  or  Bismuth. 

Dr.  Lnanaa  has  been  recently  ezperimentmg  with 
this  snbstanee.  In  opposition  to  the  ▼iews  of  Monneret, 
who  pubfidied  a  memob  on  ita  few  years  ago,  in  whidi 
he  maintains  that  it  merely  exerts  a  local  and  no  general 
inflmenoe,  and  that  it  acts  as  a  sedatiTe  on  the  intestinal 
mucous  membruie,  Lussana  asserts  that  it  certainly  has 
s  general  action,  and  that  it  is  absorbed  into  the  system. 
The  following  are  the  results  of  his  experience  of 
large  doses  in  diairhoea  tuberculosa,  in  the  diarrhoea 
accompanying  chronic  enteritis,  in  inveterate  gastralgia, 
and  in  mesenteritis.  It  excites  no  irritation  of  the 
intestinal  mucous  membrane;  it  cannot  check  tuber- 
culous and  mesenteric  diarrheea.  The  feces  were  of  a 
brownish-black  colour  from  the  formation  of  sulphuret 
of  bismuth  in  the  intestine.  A  portion  of  the  dose, 
Tarying  with  the  amount  of  acid  in  the  stomach  and 
inteatines,  was  dissdved  and  absorbed,  but  any  of  the 
diaaolTed  portion  on  meeting  with  an  exoess  of  alkaline 
cUoiides  in  the  intestine,  was  again  precipitated.  For 
ftbia  reason  it  never  appears  in  the  urine,  being  predpi- 
tated  by  the  alkaUne^cfalorides  in  the  blood-serum.  Its 
passage  mto  the  blood  gives  rise  to  colliquative  and 
aoorbtttic  phenomena. 

To  avoid  this  noxious  general  action,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  avail  ourselves  of  tiie  mechanical  and  local 
healing  power  of  this  medidne,  we  should  previously 
giro  some  antadd,  as,  for  instance,  magnesia  usta, 
which  would  chemically  prevent  its  solution  and  assimi- 
lation.— Ltwana  in  Gazz,  Med,  Ital,  Lombardiaf  4, 
1852. 

Atsocikb  m  Htbbophobia. 

Atropine  has  been  recentiy  tried  by  Dr.  Richiedd  in 
»  case  of  hydrophobia;  but,  as  in  the  case  of  all  other 
remedies,  without  success. 

A  boy,  aged  ten  years,  was,  on  the  22nd  of  April, 
bitten  in  the  left  comer  of  the  upper  lip  by  a  mad  dog. 
The  wound,  trifling  in  appearance,  was  cauterised  about 
three  hours  after  the  acddeut,  and  a  perfect  cicatrix 
mpldly  formed.  On  the  18th  of  May,  however,  the 
child  presented  certain  suspicious  symptoms,  for  which 
he  was  admitted  into  the  hospital.  His  voice  was 
guppressed  and  melancholy;  the  face  flushed;  eyes 
coDStantiy  in  motion,  and  unnaturally  bright;  there 
was  difliculty  in  swallowing,  and  convulsive  motions 
when  drink,  and  afterwards  even  when  food,  was  offered 
to  him.  These  symptoms  could  leave  no  doubt  regard- 
ing the  nature  of  the  disease,  although  there  was  no 
fnrioas  delirium. 


One  grdn  of  atropine  was  dissolved  in  a  little  spiiitr 
and  made  into  twenty  pills  with  sufBdent  bread.  One 
pill  was  to  be  administered  every  three  hours.  After 
three  piUs  had  been  tiJien,  no  more  could  be  twaQowed. 
Aa  ointment  of  two  grains  of  atropine  m  half  an  onnoe- 
of  lard  was  then  rubbed  into  the  nedc,  and  applied' 
endermically  to  a  vesicated  spot  on  the  epigastrium. 
The  boy  died  on  the  20th  of  May,  with  slight  spasma 
and  delirium. 

The  only  symptom  whidi  conld  be  distinctiy  referred 
to  the  atropine  was  extreme  dilatation  of  the  pupils.— 
Ilrid. 

CHEMISTRY. 

BlLIAUT    COMOBBTIONS. 

Biliary  concretions  must  be  ranked  amongst  the 
morbid  products  of  the  secretion  of  the  liver.  Few 
points  in  pathological  chemistry,  in  the  early  periods  of 
that  sdence,  have  recdved  so  much  attention  as  gall- 
stones ;  but  all  the  very  numerous  observations  which 
have  been  made  regarding  them  are  redudble  to  the 
fbllowing  facts :— These  concretions  occur  prindpally  in 
the  gall-bladder,  more  rardy  in  the  biliary  ducts;  in 
women  more  frequentiy  than  in  men,  and  especially  in 
aged  persons;  they  often  consist  with  cancer  of  the 
liver  or  of  other  organs,  but  it  cannot  be  podtivdy 
affirmed  that  carcinoma  is  a  predisposing  cause  of  gall- 
stones, since  both  these  adventitious  products  specially 
pertain  to  advanced  age  and  to  the  female  sex ;  each  is, 
however,  often  found  independently  of  the  other.  Gall- 
stones appear  to  be  of  more  common  occurrence  in 
England,  Hanoverj  and  Hungary,  than  in  other  coun- 
tries. Most  gall-stones  are  so  rich  in  cholesterin,  that 
the  other  constituents  are  of  very  secondary  importance  ; 
all,  however,  contain  one  or  more  nudd,  consisting  of 
traces  of  mucus  and  earthy  phosphates,  but  prindpally 
of  an  insoluble  combination  of  lime  with  bile  pigment  ^ 
a  large  number  of  gall-stones  are  formed  of  a  mixture 
of  cholesterin  and  pigment-lime;  the  latter  is  sometimes 
uniformly  distributed  throngh  the  concretion,  in  other 
cases  we  observe  alternating  layers  of  cholesterin  and 
the  brown  pigment,  and  in  others  again  we  find  only  a 
little  cholesterin  in  the  dark  brown  mass  of  pigment- 
lime. 

There  is  a  third  kind  of  concretion  which  is  compara- 
tivdy  rare,  namdy,  the  black  or  dark  green  variety; 
this  contains  another  modification  of  the  pigment,  which 
however,  in  this  case,  also  is  combined  wiUi  lime :  this 
variety  is  usually  free  from,  or  at  all  events  very  poor 
in,  cholesterin. 

Biliary  concretions,  in  which  carbonate  and  phos- 
phate of  lime  are  the  prindpal  ingredients,  are  very 
rare.     (Bailly  and  Henry,  Steinberg.) 

It  is  singular  that  uric  add  has  occasionally  been 
found  in  gall-stones.     (Stockhard,  Mardiand.) 

All  gall-stones  imbibe  a  littie  bile,  which  may  be 
readily  abstracted  from  the  pulverised  concretion  with 
water  or  cold  alcohol. 

The  forms  of  gall-stones  are  extremely  varied ;  while 
some  are  very  regular  and  symmetrical,  others  assume 
the  most  unaccountable  shapes. 

Bramson  has  undoubtedly  indicated  an  important 
point  in  relation  to  the  formation  of  the  majority  of 
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gaU-itonea-^namely,  that  it  depends  on  the  separation 
of  a  eomponnd  of  pigment  with  Ihne. 
-  Although  Bramson's  view  had  been  much  contested, 
we  can  undoubtedly  reoognise  the  presence  of  a  com* 
-ponnd  of  pigment  with  lime  in  the  residne  of  the  nuclei, 
both  of  cholesterin-concretions  and  of  the  brown  gall- 
atones  after  extraction  with  alcohol  and  water,  alihoagh 
me  toe,  as  jet,  unable  to  establish  a  definite  proportion 
between  the  pigment  and  the  base.  Every  residue 
-which  is  rich  in  pigment  always  contains  a  greater  or 
lesser  quantity  of  earthy  phosphates  and  a  little  mucus ; 
these  earthy  phosphates,  most  probably  originate  from 
the  mucus,  which,  however,  like  the  Protein  bodies  in  the 
formation  of  phlebolites,  gradually  dissolves  and  disap- 
pears ;  for  the  phosphates  never  stand  in  a  constant  ratio 
to  the  mucus  remaining  in  the  concretion ;  the  mucus 
may  also  contain  a  little  lime,  which  on  incineration  is 
-converted  into  carbonate  and  sulphate;  moreover,  we 
.sometimes  meet  with  oxalate  of  lime;  although  only  in 
-very  small  quantity ;  I  have  never  found  carbonate  of 
lime  preformed  in  the  brown  residue  of  gall-stones  (if 
present,  it  may  be  very  readily  detected  by  observing, 
under  the  microscope,  the  effect  produced  by  a  little 
acid  on  the  substance  previously  moistened  with  water 
and  freed  from  all  air-bubbles).  Sulphate  of  lime  does 
not  exist  preformed,  or  at  aQ  events  it  is  only  present 
in  very  small  quantity. 

The  ratio  of  the  ash  to  the  organic  subBtance  in  the 
insoluble  portion  of  gall-stones  is  altogether  variable ; 
in  the  insoluble  part  of  six  different  concretions,  there 
were  8-5,  12-1,  166,  30*4,  46-3,  50*6,  and  even  54-70 
of  ash;  in  the  analyses  of  these  six  ashes  there  was 
comparatively  much  carbonate  and  little  phosphate  of 
lime  according  to  the  smallness  of  the  ash ;  that  is  to 
say,  in  proportion  as  organic  substance  preponderated 
In  the  insoluble  residue  of  a  concretion,  so  much  the 
more  was  the  phosphate  of  lime  encroached  upon  by 
the  carbonate.  In  the  ash  which  amounted  to  8*5, 
there  were  7*994  parts  of  carbonate  of  lime,  and  only 
0*492  of  earthy  phosphates ;  while  in  the  ash  which 
amounted  to  54.7,  there  were  only  12*135  parts  of 
carbonate  of  lime,  a  portion  of  which  originated  fix>m 
V  oxalate  of  lime,  which  was  recognised  on  the  fresh 
^object.  Bramson  has  pointed  out  that  dilute  acetic 
-add  extracts  lime  from  the  insoluble  residue  of  biliary 
concretions ;  as  this  lime  cannot  be  combined  with  sul- 
phuric or  oxalic  acid,  and  as  only  an  extremely  minute 
quantity  can  be  associated  with  phosphoric  add,  it  must 
he  obtained  from  a  combination  with  an  organic  sub- 
stance :  and  as  there  is  too  little  mucus  present  for  us 
to  ascribe  it  to  that  course,  it  must  necessarily  ha'e 
•existed  in  combination  with  the  pigment.  ' 

Further,  if  the  bile-pigment  were  not  in  combination 
with  some  substance,  it  would  be  soluble  in  alcohol, 
for  it  is  by  no  means  a  modified  pigment  which  has 
become  insoluble  through  some  molecular  change,  but 
actual  cholepyrrhin,  in  combination  however  with  lime; 
and  if  we  remove  the  lime  by  the  application  of  a  dilute 
add,  we  obtain  the  cholepyrrhin,  which  is  then  soluble 
in  alcohol,  and  possesses  all  the  properties  which  we 
formerlv  enumerated. 

An  enormous  deal  has  been  written  on  the  formation 
of  the  different  varieties  of  biliary  calculi,  as  well  as 
regarding  the  proximate  cause  of  the  deposition  of  solid 
particles,  and  especially  of  the  cholesterin;  but  any 


analyses  of  the   various  hypotheses  that  have  been 
brought  forward  in  relation  to  these  points,  would  be 
here  altogether  out  of  place.    The  IbUowing  is  all  thst 
is  actually  known  regarding  the  mode  of  formstioa  a£ 
the  concretions.    Mucus  azid  eplthdinm  generslly  yidd 
the  points  or  fod  around  which  a  depoaUion  of  solid 
particles  occurs ;  we  always  find  pigment-Hme  with  a 
little  mucus  in  the  centre  of  the  concretiony  and  boos 
we  may  fairly  condude  that  it  plays  a  part  in  Ui 
formation ;  but  the  separation  of  cholesterin  firon  ti» 
bile  is  still  not  explsined,  even  thou^  mucos  and 
pigment-lime  can  and  must  act  as  solid  points.    The 
question  suggests  itself,  whether  the  bUe  lying  amongiBt 
the  gall-stones  is  normal  in  its  character:  it  has  beea 
beUeved  that  it  presents  nothing  abnormal,  bat  no 
condusions  can  be  drawn  from  any  analyses  of  hnmsir 
bile  that  have  yet  been  institiitady  for  the  qoaatitgrQC 
bile  obtained  from  a  dead  body  is  too  small  to  admit  of 
an  accurate  analysis ;  moreover,  the  oonstitotion  of  the 
bile  when  obtained  after  death,  is  geaassaHj  more  de- 
pendent on  the  morbid  process  which  gave  rise  to  the 
fiital  termination,  than  on  that  which  led  to  ^e  fiifinsr 
tion  of  biliary  concretions.    It  is,  however,  more  flian 
probable  that,  in  order  that  concretions  of  cholesterin 
should  be  formed,  the  bile  should  contain  a  smaller 
amount  of  the  solvent  for  this  substance  than  the' 
normal  fluid  contains;  but,  as  has  been  already  ma- 
tioned,  we  very  rarely  meet  with  bile  ii|  which  then  is 
a  separation  of  minute  tablets  of  cholesterin,  although 
they  often  occur  in  other  fluids,  as,  for  instance,  drop- 
sical effusions,  Slc',,  hence  the  presence  of  solid  insdoble 
partides  must  be  regarded  as  exercising  a  oonsideribki 
influence  on  the  formation  of  gall-stones.    If  we  inqnire 
what  it  is  which  holds  the  cholesterin  and  the  pigment- 
lime  in  solution  in  normal  bile,  direct  experiments  affiofd  . 
an  answer  to  the  question,  and  show  that  both  theie 
substances  are  prindpally  held  in  solution  by  taoro- 
cholic  aoid  or  taurooholate  of  soda.     If  we  digest  the 
insoluUe  residue  of  a  brown  gall-stone  with  teunoholic 
add  or  acid  taurocholate  of  soda,  it  is  entirdy  dissdved, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  greyish-white  floocnli,  and 
the  previously  colourless  solution  assumes  the  tint  of , 
fresh  bile.     Strecker  showed  long  ago  that  diolesterin 
was  soluble  in  solution  6f  taurocholic  add  and  its  salts. 
Glycocholic  and  cholic  (Strecker's  cholalic)  addsposMi 
this  property  in  a  &r  less  degree.  The  question  regarding 
the  formation  of  gall-stones  would  be  very  readily 
answered,  if  it  could  be  proved  that  bile,  which  has  s 
tendency  to  form  concretions;  was  dther  poor  in  tauio- 
chollc  add  in  relation  to  cholesterin  and  pigment-lunSr 
or  that  its  taurocholic  add  was  decomposed  in  the  gall- 
bladder, and  had  thus  lost  its  power  of  dissolving  these 
two  substances. 

Since  concretions,  which  are  rich  in  diolesterine,  are 
never  entirdy  devoid  of  pigment -Ume,  while,  on  flie 
other  hand,  calculi,  which  are  poor  in  choleaterin,  sie 
always  very  rich  in  pigment-lime,  the  idea  sooests 
itself  that  this  latter  compound  takes  an  active  part  in  . 
the  primary  formation  of  these  concretions ;  indeed, 
the  frequency  of  their  occurrence  in  certain  districts,  in 
which  the  water  abounds  in  calcareous  salts,  and  in  dd 
age,  when,  as  is  well  known,  there  is  an  increased  ten- 
dency to  calcareous  deposits,  and  the  separation  of 
cholesterin  is  promoted  by  the  attenuation  of  the 
animal  fluids.-— Z«Amanii'9  Phyaioloffical  Chemiiiry 
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Lectures  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  qf  Midwiferit* 
By  E.  W.  MuKPHY,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Professor  «f 
Midwifery  at  UniTersity  College,  London.  Taylor,' 
Walton,  and  Maberly,  1852.    8vo,  pp.  616. 

In  tlie  preface  to  tlie  above  work.  Dr.  Murphy 
remarkB  that  it  is  his  wish  to  convej  to  the 
reader  a  oomprehensiye  view  of  the  principles 
and  practice  of  midwifery,  and  that  he  has  found 
it  necessary  to  publish  it,  because  it  is  no  easy 
matter  to  adyise  the  student  in  the  selection  of  a 
work  to  guide  him  in  its  studies,  in  consequence 
of  the  different  opinions  held  relative  to  the  use 
of  instruments,  the    management  of  placenta 
prsBTUk,  the  employment  of  etherisation  in  mid- 
wifery, and  the  treatment  of  puerperal  fever. 
From  this  statement  we  naturally  expected  a 
general  treatise  on  all  the  subjects  usually  com- 
prised under  the  head  of  midwifery,  and  that 
the  student  might  rest  satisfied  with  the  infor- 
mation to  be  fotmd  therein.    In  this,  however, 
we  were  disappointed ;  and  we  think  it  right  ta 
caution  our  readers,  that  they  will  find  little 
besides  the  four  divisions  enumerated  above, 
with  the  exception  of  a  very  good  description  of 
the  anatomy  of  the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  and  the 
difiTerent  modes  of  its  measurement.    But  in  this 
description  Dr.  Murphy  has  omitted  altogether 
the  anatomy  of  the  external  and  internal  parts 
of  generation.     The  physiology  of  the  organs 
of  generation  is  also  passed  over,  and  through- 
oat  the   book  we  do   not   find  any  reference 
to  any  of  the  following  subjects,    viz : — ^men- 
stmation,  normal  and  abnormal;    generation; 
ntero-gestation ;    signs  of  pregnancy;  duration 
of  pregnancy  ;  sterility ;  superfoetation  ;  extra- 
uterine pregnancy ;  foetal  accidents  ;  and  abor- 
tion;   while  the    whole  subject  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  induction  of  premature  labour, 
with  the  mode  of  performing  it,  is  dismissed  in 
about  a  page  and  a  quarter.  * 

Sut  considering  these  lectures  as  treating 
alxnoet  solely  of  these  four  interesting  subjects, 
we  can  scarcely  sufficiently  recommend  them 
to  our  readers.  With  reference  to  the  first  of 
them — ;vi2.,  the  use  of  instruments,  Dr.  Murphy 
is  strongly  opposed  to  delay  in  their  employ- 
ment whenever  it  can  be  decided  that  they  will 
eventually  be  required.  In  his  remarks  upon 
the  use  of  the  forceps,   he  suggests  the  pro- 


priety of  waiting  only  four  hours  after  the 
arrest  of  the  head,  instead  of  tut,  aa  recom- 
mended  by  Denman  and  others.    He  says : — 

"If  there  be  the  least  indication  of  pain,  swelling, 
or  heat  in  the  passages,  yoa  should  not  delay  one 
moment  from  the  time  that  these  symptomi  first 
present  themseWes,  when  you  are  satisfied  that  the 
forceps  may  be  applied.  Promptitude  is  the  secret  of 
success,  and  in  nothing  is  it  more  evident  than  in  the  case 
we  are  supposing.  It  is  possible  the  pains  may  be  strong 
and  firequent ;  and  it  is  generally  a  safe  recommendatioii 
not  to  interfere  so  long  as  the  uterus  seems  to  have 
sufficient  power,  but  rather  to  wait  until  the  pains 
become  feeble,  or  the  action  of  the  uterus  is  suspended. 
Nevertheless^  in  the  case  before  you  yon  cannot  act 
upon  such  a  rule.  If  the  head  be  arrested,  if  the  pains 
be  strong  but  insuffident,  if  inflammation  set  in,  to- 
hesitate  to  deliver  must  be  considered  the  mpst  mis- 
chievous vacillation.  Every  hour  spent'in  these  useless 
efibrts  of  the  uterus  only  increases  your  difficulty— only 
renders  the  operation  more  hazardous,  and  diminishes 
your  chance  of  success;  because  the  application  of  the 
forceps  to  parts  already  inflamed  must  contuse  them,  to 
a  certaid  extent,  and  if  so,  the  contusion  will  terminale 
in  a  slough." — ^p.  181. 

It  has  bec6me  so  much  the  fashion  of  late 
years,  to  abuse  Chamberlin  and  Bums  for  their 
over-reoomnendation  of  the  forceps,  that  most  of 
our  writers  on  midwifery  have  been  led  into  the 
opposite  extreme,  and  we  therefore  rejoice  to 
find  Dr.  Murphy  advocating  the  happy  mean 
between  the  two  extremes  of  nudx  and  meddle- 
some interference  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the 
other,  of  timid  reliance  upon  the  powers  of  nature. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  in  a  healthy  femaU, 
the  forceps,  applied  with  care,  can  never  injure 
the  mother,  that  is  to  say,  if  the  pelvis  is  of  a 
sise  to  admit  the  passage  of  the  head  without 
craniotomy;  nor  do  we  believe  the  child  runs 
so  much  risk  as  it  would  do,  by  being  left  for 
a  longer  time  subject  to  the  propelling  force  of 
thjB  uterus.  But  then  you  require  for  the  due 
performance  of  the  operation,  mens  tana  in  cor^ 
pore  safio,  that  is,  you  want  the  careful  weighing 
and  comparing  in  the  mind,  of  the  condition  of 
the  various  elements  required  to  bring  the  child 
safely  into  the  world  unassisted  by  art— viz.,  the 
comparative  strength  of  the  uterus,  the  size  of 
the  head,  and  that  of  the  pelvis ;  and  after  decid- 
ing on  the  use  of  the  forceps,  you  ought  to  hayre 
an  experienced  and  ductile  pair  of  hands  to  carry 
out  the  mental  decision.  It  is  right,  therefore, 
that  all  those  who  have  the  instruction  of  the 
student,  should  be  careful  in  their  cautions  on 
the  abuse  of  instruments,  but  nothing  can  justify 
the  publication  of  falae  dogmas,  for  fear  of  the 
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tmth.  leading  to  mshness.  Let  the  stadent  be 
^sautioned  against  this  fault  as  often  as  you 
please,  but  we  protest  agadnst  his  being  treated 
in  the  way  in  which  old  nurses  mismanage  chil- 
dren, by  the  relation  of  ghost  stories  to  keep 
them  out  of  mischief. 

The  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  lectures  treat 
of  hemorrhage,  and  are  very  interesting,  and 
in  smne  respects  original  though  not  very  clear, 
especially  in  the  discussion  of  the  natural  mode 
of  stopping  the  flow  in  placenta  preer^isr.  In  this 
respect  Dr.  Murphy  shows  that  Nature  attempts 
to  prevent  inordinate  hemorrhage  by  detaching 
the  placenta,  and  if  the  powers  of  the  uterus  are 
sufficiently  great,  this  is  effected,  and  the  bleeding 
ceases.  But  too  often  the  uterus  is  not  capable 
of  completing  its  work,  and  then  you  have  gush 
after  gush,  accompanying  every  pain,  till  the 
patient  becomes  more  and  more  exhausted,  and 
unable  to  effect  the  fuU  expulsion  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  uterus.  Dr.  Murphy  advocates 
the  .employment  of  turning  only  when  the 
presentation  has  been  discovered  early  enough 
to  act  before  there  has  been  so  great  a  loss  of 
blood  as  to  endanger  the  mother ;  indeed,  his 
leaning  evidently  is  to  the  separation  of  the 
placenta  in  all  cases,  believing  that  the  life  of 
the  child  is  not  to  be  considered  for  a  moment, 
when  weighed  against  the  mother's.  This  view 
is  held  all  through  the  lectures,  to  an  extent 
which  we  think  scarcely  justifiable.  We  have 
no  right  to  hold  the  scales ;  but  our  office  is  to 
heal  all,  whether  young  or  old.  It  would,  we 
think,  be  as  justifiable  to  destroy  a  patient  who 
is  attacked  with  an  infectious  disease  of  a 
dangerous  character,  in  order  to  prevent  his 
communicating  it  to  a  more  valuable  life,  as  to 
destroy  an  infant  (while  a  chance  of  its  linng 
remains)  in  order  to  avoid  risk  to  the  mother. 

The  twentieth  and  twenty-first  lectures  are 
devoted  to  an  essay  on  puerperal  convulsions,  in 
which  the  question  of  immediate  delivery  is 
answered  in  the  following  manner,  supported  by 
voluminous  tabular  reports :~ 

1st.  That  in  those  cases  in  which  delivery  was 
unaided  (about  half  the  whole  number)  the  mor- 
tality was  least.  2nd.  That  when  the  orotchet  or 
fioaEoeps  were  used,  the  deaths  were  only  slightly 
increased.  3rd.  That  the  highest  mortality  was 
in.  those  cases  when  the  child  had  been  turned. 

Dr.  Murphy's  views  on  the  use  of  chloroform 
iffe  so  well  known  tiiat  we  need  hot  allude  to 
lihemhere. 


The  remainder  of  the  work  is  almost  entirely 
occupied  with  a  very  valuable  investigation  of 
the  history,  symptoms,  and  treatment  of  poer- 
peral  fever,  occupying  nearly  seventy  psgei. 
Our  limits,  however,  will  not  allow  us  to  do  more 
than  remark,  that  Dr.  Murphy  supports  tiie 
generally-received  view  of  the  identity  of  pae^ 
peral  fever  with  erysipelas,  at  least  as  &r  ai 
the  essential  characters  are  concerned.  IHiMe 
chapters  will  be  read  with  interest  by  all  engi^ 
in  obstetric  practice.  There  are  a  few  o&ec 
subjects  upon  which  Dr.  Murphy  has  written 
short  but  extremely  interesting  lectures,  sodi 
as  rupture  of  the  uterus,  inversion  of  the  utenu, 
and  phlegmasia  dolens ;  but  as  there  h  nothing 
in  them  admitting  of  controversy,  he  has  not 
bestowed  so  much  time  and  labour  as  upon  dtt 
subjects  to  which  we  have  alluded  to  more 
at  length. 


f  rmtttnai  MttM  k  &vqm\  Smtral 


WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  IS,  1852. 

We  have  received  a  communication  firom  Mr. 
Cox,  relative  to  the  trial  commented  upon  by  m 
in  our  number  for  September  15th,  which  we 
publish  at  page  537,  but  we  regret  to  find,  tint 
instead  of  an  ezplanation  of  the  verdict,  supported 
byfresh  facts,  Mr.  Cox  only  endeavours  to  refete 
it  by  the  supposition  that  the  jury  were  mystified 
by  "  the  medical  witnesses  deposing  to  ^  im- 
possibility of  the  existence  of  such  a  oomplieation 
of  diseases  as  that  for  which  he  had  made oata 
bill,  and  which  he  subsequently  swore  had  existed 
in  this  case."  It  may  be  remarked,  Ihat  tiiB 
opinion,  was  not  held  to  the  full  extent  by  all 
the  wihiesses  for  the  plaintiff,  and  was  fliDy 
rebutted  by  Mr.  Bush  and  Mr.  Bassbtt.  B 
was  therefore  not  put  to  the  juiy  in  the  charge 
of  the  Judge,  at  least  it  is  not  included  in  ^ 
re^rt  sent  us  by  Mr.  Cox,  himself.  This  i^ 
therefore,  a  discussion  wholly  beside  thequeeiicfw 
which  turns  upon  ihe  genuineness  of  the  bfflii 
4ioom  to  by  Mr.  Cox.  The  treatment  ie  a  po&i 
upon  which  we  may  all  have  cm  separate* 
opinions,  but  the  stigma  cast  upon  Mr.  Cox  i^ 
not  that  he  holds  a  wrong  theory  of  veneieil 
diseases,  but  that  he,  after  supplying  a  patient 
with  forty-two  bottles  of  mixture,  and  <he  saais 
number  of  powders  in  five  weeks,  and  itij 
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entering  them  in  bis  day-book,  to  tbe  amount  of 
£5.  10s.,  aflerwards  interlined  tbat  book  with 
items  for  attendance  and  passing  bougies,  in 
order  to  make  up  tbe  amount  £21.  5s.  And 
moreoyer,  tbat  be  made  an  affidavit  tbat  tbis  was 
a  just  debt,  due  from  Boitbk  to  bim.  Tbis  was 
very  clearly  put  by  tbe  Judge  to  tbe  jury,  (wbieb 
was  a  bigbly  respectable  one)  and  was  cbarac- 
terized  by  bim  as  a  gross  fraud,  and  we  are  sorry 
to  be  obliged  to  confess  tbat  we  can  see  no  way 
of  escaping  tbe  imputation.  To  prevent  mistake 
we  tbink  it  advisable  to  print  tbe  Judge's  cbarge 
in  extetuo,  as  given  in  Mr.  Cox*s  pampblet. 

"  His  Hiponr  then  summed  up  the  case  very  carer 
fully.      In  order  to  be  satisfied  that  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  of  Parliament  were  complied  witii,  the  Jury 
must  see  that  there  was  a  bond  fid4  debt  of  j^0»  and 
BflKt  tiiat  there  was  reasonable  groond  to  beUere  that 
the  plaintiff  was  about  to  quit  England  for  the  purpose 
of  defisating  or  delaying  his  creditor.      The  importanioe 
of  the  case  to  the  friends  of  the  plaintiff  was  nothing 
compared  with  tbe  importance  of  it  to  Mr.  Ck)z;  and 
be  mentioned  that,  because  the  Jury  would  not  be  dis- 
posed to  give  a  verdict  against  him,  unless  they  were 
satisfied  that  there  was  no  reasonable  doubt  in  the  case 
as  to  his    having    committed    that  which  had  been 
described  as  a  gross  fraud,  one  of  the  most  disgraceful 
iraodsy  which  any  man  in  any  station  of  society  could 
be  guilty  of.     Ibey  would  not,  therefore/  convict  Mr. 
Coz,  unless  they  felt  there  was  no  reasonaUe  doubt 
about  ibe  case.      If  they  thought  it  was  attended  with 
any  reasonable  doubt  on  either  side,  in  his  favour  as 
w^  as  against  him,  then  the  only  fair  verdict  which 
could  be  given  would  be  for  the  defendant.      [Having 
reteied  to  varioua  points  in  the  evidence,  his  Honour 
referred  to  the  production  of  the  books.]      The  day* 
book  was  very  important.    If  all  the  attendances  had 
been  regularly  made,  and  if  all  of  them  had  been  as 
free  from  doubt  as  they  were  in  the  consecutive  entries 
of  them  firom  day  to  day,  showing  clearly  that  they 
wnne  made  from  day  to  day,  if  that  had  been  all,  the 
giaatoot  degree  of  cndit  ought  to  be  given  to  that  book. 
Now,  it  was  admitted  that  the  entries  of  the  operations 
were  made  after  the  bodies  of  the  entries.      If  they 
were  made  after  the  entry  of  the  medicine,  on  the  same 
day,  ibere  was  an  end  of  the  difficulty.   But,  if  there  were 
any  reason  for  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  those 
entciea  were  made  at  a  subsequent  period,  for  the  pnr- 
poae  of  aaaisting  the  case,  it  was  dear  what  the  result 
of  that  must  be.     On  the  other  hand  he  must  say  this, 
every  medical  gentleman  was  considered  to  have  a  very 
ccvMlderable  latitude  as  to  the  amount  of  his  charges 
agiHiiat  the  patient  ^  His  own  prudence  and  diseretion 
with  due  regard  to  his  own  interest  would  keep  him 
stnusht  in  this  matter.    Mr.  Cox,  in  making  out  his 
bin,  bad  a  right  to  consider  the  willingness  or  unwilling* 
noM  of  the  patient. to  pay;    and,  therefore,  if  they 
ahoald  consider  that  the  bill  had  fwt  been  very  con« 
aidentbly  aggravated,  he  did  not  think  it  was  enough  to 
fltttiaiy  tbe  right  of  the  plaintiff  to  recover  a  verdict 
agmnat  Mr.  Cox.    But  the  question  was  whether  or  not 
it  was  done  in  p<riint  of  £set  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing 


the  arrest.  If  the  defendant  had  exceeded  the  latitude 
prescribed  to  professional  men,  then  their  verdict  must 
be  a^inst  him.  If,  on  the  contrary,'  they  thought  that 
all  the  work  done  and  all  the  medicines  were  truly 
stated  in  the  bill,  then  they  would  have  to  consider 
whether  the  defendant  had  not  made  out  such  a  defenoe 
as  would  entirely  vindicate  him  from  the  serious  charge 
brought  against  him.  He  (the  learned  Judge)  confessed 
that  the  entries  appeared  to  him  to  be  made  when  the 
entries  to  which  they  were  attached  were  closed,  and  as 
&r  as  he  had  looked  at  them,  they  carried  the  impres- 
sion of  beiog  made  at  one  time.  It  was,  however,  part 
of  the  evidence,  and  was  therefore  liable  to  be  sifted 
and  examined  by  the  Jury  in  the  same  way  as  the  other 
evidence.  The  question  for  them  was,  whether  Mr. 
Cox  had  firaudulentiy  augmented  the  bill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enforciug  the  arrest  He  (the  Judge) 
would  repeat  what  be  had  said,  that  if  there  were  a 
reasonable  doubt,  they  would  give  their  verdict  for  the 
defendant.  It  was  a  case  which  he  did  not  feel  justified 
in  leaving  with  them  as  free  from  doubt.  It  was  their 
businass  to  solve  the  doubt,  and  to  say  whether  tbe 
plaintiff  or  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  their  verdict. 

''The  Jury,  after  a  consultation  of  ten  minutes^ 
returned  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff— Damages,  ;fl5." 

From  tbe  above,  it  is  clear  tbat  tbe  profession,, 
and  more  particularly  tbe  Provincial  Medical 
and  Surgical  Association,  must  either  support 
Mr.  Cox  as  an  aggrieved  member  of  tbeir  body, 
or  tbey  must  aflEum  tbe  trutb  of  tbe  verdict  given 
by  tbe  jury.  Tbe  facts  of  tbe  case  were  to  bava 
been  brought  before  tbe  Batb  and  Bristol  Branch 
meeting  of  tbe  Association,  on  Thursday  laat, 
and  we  are  quite  sure,  tbougb  we  bave  not  beard 
tbe  result,  tbat  Mr.  Cox  will  bave  received  tbat 
treatqaent  from  them  wbicb  bis  case  demands. 


At  tbe  urgent  request  of  Dr  Bob,  we  publish 
the  following  letter  which  was  sent  for  insertion 
in  the  Lancet,  but  refused  admission.  At  tbe 
same  time  it  is  due  to  ourselves  to  premise,  that 
we  concur  with  the  Editor  of  tbe  Lancet  in  bis- 
strictures  upon  tbe  appeal  to  the  public  made  by 
Dr.  £oE,  by  means  of  an  article  "  On  tbe  Treat- 
ment of  Ulcerations  of  tbe  Cervix  Uteri,"  ap-» 
pended  to  tbe  report  of  tbe  trial  published  by 
bim.  We  know  bow  difficult  it  is  to  rest  con- 
tented under  what  we  may  consider  unmerited 
censure,  but  it  has  long  been  decided  as  an 
article  of  medical  ethics  universally  admitted, 
tbat  no  appeal  to  <iltf  pubUe  should  ever  be  made 
by  one  medical  practitioner  who  considers  tbat 
bis  treatment  has  been  impugned  by  anoiheri 
and  so  long  as  ull  advertisements  shall  be  repu- 
diated, which  we  trust  will  be,  as  long  as  tbe 
profession  itself  exists,  so  long  will  tbis  salutaiy 
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rule  continue;  for  the  contrary  custom  would 
jkt  once  open  the  door  to  all  sorts  of  evasions. 
No  sooner  would  a  practitioner  fancy  Imnself 
reflected  upon  than  he  would  fortwith  issue  a 
pamphlet,  discussing  the  disease  which  formed 
the  subject  of  the  quarrel,  and  puffing  his  own 
treatment  to  an  extent  which  we  hope  never  to 
see  realized. 

We  are  therefore  obliged  to  maintain,  that  it 
"is  heterodox  for  a  medical  man  to  publish  a 
'  report  of  a  case,  when  his  treatment  was  im- 
pugned by  other  medical  men,"  if  that  report  is 
intended  for  the  public,  and  is  followed  by  a 
treatise  on  the  disease  in  question,  which,  in  this 
case,  we  cannot  but  think  was  written  in  a 
popular  style.  We  fully  sympaitfasse  with  Dr. 
Sob  in  the  position  in  which  he  has  been  placed, 
and  we  readily  undertook  his  defence  in  a  former 
number  of  this  journal,  but  we  strongly  recom- 
mend >tiTtt  to  leave  his  case  in  tiie  hands  of  the 
profession  for  the  future.  We  can  only  say  for 
ourselves,  that  had  we  received  '*  the  Beport  of 
the  Trial "  before  writing  our  remarks,  we  should 
certainly  have  commented  upon  the  "Hetero- 
doxy "  in  a  similar  strain  to  that  of  the  Editor 
of  the  Lancet  Indeed  we  are  induced  to  hope 
from  our  correspondence  with  Dr.  Bob,  that  on 
mature  reflexion,  he  will  consider  it  right  to  con- 
fine himself  henceforth  to  an  appeal  to  those 
only  who  can  form  an  unbiassed  estimate  of  the 
^ase  before  them. 

7b  the  Smor  qf  iheLgneei. 

Sir, — While  I  offer  yoa  my  best  thanks  for  your 
very  favoorable  notice  of  the  report  of  my  canse  in  last 
week's  Lancet,  I  must  be  allowed,  at  the  same  time,  to 
express  my  surprise  at  your  strictures  on  my  adding  to 
that  report  a  few  remarks  on  the  *'  Treatment  of  Diseases 
of  the  Womb."  It  was  not  until  I  saw  your  renew  that 
I  was  made  aware  I  had  laid  myself  open  to  the  possi- 
bility of  misconception  or  censure  by  their  publication, 
and  even  now  I  must  incline  to  the  opinion,  that  your 
abhorrence  of  even  the  shadow  of  heresy  in  matters 
medical,  has  made  you  for  once  somewhat  hyper- 
critical—-somewhat  more  severe  than  the  occasion 
called  for.  Is  it  heterodox  for  a  medical  man  to  publish 
a  report  of  a  case  where  his  treatment  was  impugned 
by  other  medical  men,  and  the  disease  itself  almost 
denied,  and  then  for  him  to  give  authorities  for  his 
practice?  This  is  all  that  I  intended  doing — ^all  I 
beUere  that  I  have  done;  for  in  writing  the  book  I  had 
no  motive  in  Tiew  other  than  my  own  full,  complete, 
decided  justification — ^justification  not  only  of  my  truth 
«8  to  the  disease  I  was  treating,  but  as  to  the  propriety 
of  that  treatment. 

Yoa  say  the  work  is  intended  for  the  public,  but  I 
see  no  reason  for  that  inference:  it  is  not  written  in  the 


popular  style  usual  when  sooh  is  the  case ;  nor  is  flvR 
•nything  in  the  mode  of  publication,  at  all  erants  m  te 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  submit,  that  supports  yoir 
opinion ;  for  although  the  book  is  issued  not  from  • 
Siedical  publisher,  but  from  a  publisher  of  geaml 
Ixteratur^,  it  was  not  vitil  alter  I  had  applied  to  Mr. 
Gburchill,  and  he  had  deeUned  publishing  it,  {heemmit 
wa$  apaa^hiet,)  that  the  local  pubhsber  was  gina  t 
arte  bhmchcn  to  his  proceeding,  and  he  then  sppoislBl 
whom  he  pleased.  But  we  will  allow,  for  the  sdn  of 
argument,  that  it  is  written  solely  and  espresstyfcr  As 
public.  On  whom,  then,  should  the  censoie  rat? 
on  the  medical  man  who  writes  mcMly  to  clesr  hmaelf 
(torn  undeserved  imputations,  or  on  tiiose  pittolitionen 
who  make  certain  ftdse  assertlQiis  ledeeftig  on  hli 
tNatment,  whkh  are  circulated  tlvMigh  the  pabBe 
press,  which,  therefore,  requivt  MilMftsa,  ff  liiFttinngb 
the  same  channel,  at  least  ItMNffc  ona  efaDy  paUic 
andlocal? 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  tfaaStteeaasewsBlbmeDted 
and  assisted  by  two  medical  mell;  "intidi  hirtHM*,"  u 
the  talented  Editor  of  a  oontempoMry  j0>«iibI  veansiki, 
f'the  patient's  ingratitude  was  ftomad  by  profsasiaMl 
jeakmsy."*  A  woman,  my  pailleBt,  and  owing  me 
twenty-seven  guineas,  went  to  a  Dr.  Prance,  who  toU 
her  she  had  nothing  the  matter  willi  her,  And  uUiaatBlf 
advised  her  to  go  to  "Mr.  Hunt,  the  lawyer."  IntliB 
witness-box  he  (Dr.  Prance)  ooutetned  tiie  specalvm, 
said  symptoms  were  not  deceptive  in  uterine  diseaees, 
asserted  his  strong  belief  that  the  utems  was  hesltiiy 
when  he  examined  her,  that  there  never  had  kem  n§ 
ttlcer  on  it,  and  that  his  finger  could  Meet  stariM 
lesion  if  any  had  existed ! 

But  Dr.  Budd  went  ftirtlier,  and  even  sHIl  inoR 
unjustifiably  asserted,  that  the  speculum  did  more  iMim 
than  good,  and  was  used  only  by  the  lower  grades  aai 
the  indiscrete  members  of  the  profeasion !  He  not 
only  gave  his  evidence,  but  also  tried  to  impresi  Ui 
opinion  on  those  around  him,  that  there  never  Maihem 
mtjfthmg  the  matter  with  the  woman,  and  yet  it  nov 
transpires  that  she  had  been  under  his  care  as  a  gnfii 
patient  not  many  months  before  she  came  to  me,  od 
her  syphilitic  symptoms  then  induced  him  to  order 
iodide  of  potassium  and  blue  pill  for  her !  Is  it  not 
almost  too  monstrous  for  bdief,  that  a  man,  by  pro- 
fession a  gentieman,  or  indeed  any  man,  shoold  sUov 
his  petty  spite  and  malice  thus  to  overcome  his  principle  ? 

Well,  Sir,  these  reports  were  fuUy  publidied  m  Oe 
local  papers,  and  road  by  a  local  population  uaatg 
whom  I  practise.  How,  then,  was  the  fojnrioni 
impression  produced  by  those  felse  stetementi  to  be 
removed?  Several  methods  suggested  themselves.  The 
publication  of  a  report  of  the  cause,  with  an  analysii  of 
the  evidence,  was  the  most  direct  mode,  but  one  thst 
resolved  itself  into  an  attack  upon  the  two  modieii 
witoesses,  which  I  desired  to  avmd.^  An  article  m  Ihi 
local  papers  was  not,  of  course,  to  be  thought  of;  bat 
an  essay  on  the  eomplainte  of  the  womb,  where 
authorities  were  cited  Air  the  treatment  I  pursmed  wm 
considered  an  unolqectionable  coune.  That  pbn  and 
the  MS.  were  submitted  to  a  first  dass  London  jXiju- 
dan— himself  the  author  of  several  works— and,  meetief 
with  hie  entire  and  decided  approvai,  the  ^Remsrtf' 
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•ware  dedicated  aa  a  mark  of  eateem  to  my  tnilyexeellent 
«id  talentad  friend,  Dr.  Batter,  with.bia  consent,  and 
puUkbed. 

I  shall  endeayonr  in  the  next  edition  to  make  them 

more  worthy  of  being  assodated  with  the  name  of  a 

-gentleman  I  so  mneh  regard,  and  as  yon  say  they  are 

now  quite  contemptible  with  reference  to  their  strictly 

professional  character,"  I  hope  they  will  be  then  lonnd 

deserting   of  yonr   kindly  criticisms;    but  how  the 

4^horisms  of  such  men  as  Sir  Charles  Clarke,  Drs. 

Looock,  Lever,  Murphy,  Bennett,  Tilt,  &e.,  which 

•constitute  nine-tenths  of  the  said  **  Remarlu,"  can  be 

contemptible,  is  a  problem  I  will  not  pretend  to  solve. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  edition,  large  as  it  was,  is  neariy 

<out,  and  in  the  next  the  cause  shall  be  omitted^  and 

4he  rest  rewritten.    In  oondusion,  I  tender  you  my 

warmest  thanks  for  your  obsenrations  on  the  trial, 

'^Uch  I  must  confess  I  expected  from  you,  as  the 

Lancet  has  erer  been  the  consistent  and  Tigorous-^the 

•earnest  and  unflinching  adTOcate  of  the  medical  man 

when  he  has.  been  assailed  by  ingratitude,  rapacity, 

•or  maleTolence.    And  apoHgizing   for   intruding   so 

Isigely  on  your  space, 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  &c«, 

Edward  T.  Roe,  M.D., 

PriaecB  Bqoiic,  Plymoatb,  Sept.  St,  18S3. 


(Fntm  our  own  CorrespondeniJ 

London,  Oct.  11,  1852. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  official  reports  frx>m  those 
odistiicta  on  the  Continent  where  the  epidemic  cholera 
lias  been  for  now  many  months  destroying  the  popula- 
tion by  hundreds  and  by  thousands,  show  that  that 
^Bsease  la  everywhere,  save  in  Berlin,  markedly  on 
the  decline,  so  that  from  some  of  them  uo  further 
leporta  will  be  issued ;  and  that,  in  the  sole  exception, 
Berlin,  the.  number  of  cases  daily  does  not  exceed,  even 
if  it  amount  to,  ten,  our  wise  Government  have,  at 
the  eleventh  hour,  determined  to  wreck  commerce  by 
the  most  futile  of  all  expedients,  yclept  guaran/tne, 
which,  as  a  measure  of  prevention,  even  when  employed 
on  the  largest  scale,  has  been  shown  over  and  over 
igain,  to  be  utterly  useless.  If  by  a  cordon  iomiaire 
the  entit«L  kingdom  could  be  thoroughly  and  effectively 
Bndrded,  it  would  be  utterly  ineffective  ;  because  there 
san  never  be  a  thorough  quarantine  against  the  atmos- 
phere ;  and  that  some  of  the  least  of  the  causes  of 
spidemic  diseases  are  atmospheric,  cannot  admit*of  a 
loubt.  We  do  not  purpose  opening  a  discussion  on  the 
hread-bare  questions  of  contagion  and  infection,  but 
imply  to  express  our  firm  belief  that  the  atmosphere 
aerta  a  wcdl-marked  influence  in  the  production  of 
pidemic  diseases ;  and  that,  consequently,  all  quarantine 
i^pilatione  are  utterly  useless.  For  some  weeks,  or 
ven  months,  before  a  country  is  invaded  by  an  epidemic 
isease,  about  to  become  universal,  there  is  an  evident 
icrease  in.  the  extent  and  malignancy  of  other  zymotic 
laladies  and  epizootic  diseases,  while  maladies  affecting 
lie  products  of  vegetation  are  also  generally  prevalent 
iiroughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  territories  so 
ireatened.     This  has  been  for  a  long  while  past,  the 


ooadkioa  of  the  Continent  of  Europe;  and  in  this 
state  the  British  Islands  are  now  to  be  found.  And 
yel  our  Government  propose  to  arrest  the  onward  march 
of  itlie  epidemic  by  quarantine  measures ! 

When  such  proceedings  are  attempted  to  be  carried 
out  by  the  governing  powers  of  one  of  the  most  civi- 
lised and  most  highly  educated  states  in  the  world,  **  one 
is  feally  tempted,"  to  use  the  words  of  the  anfmer, 
*'  to  suppose  that  investigation  is  a  waste  of  time,  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge  a  needless  strain  of  thought, 
and  the  detection  of  error  a  worthless  waste  of  labour. 
No  point  we  believe  to  have  been  better  settled  than  the 
futility  of  quarantine  as  a  preoantion  against  cholera ; 
and*,  what  is  more  mortifying  still,  this  country  led  the 
msidi  of  public  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  forced  by 
its>arguments  and  authority,  a  conviction  on  the  mind  of 
EnvDpe,  similar  to  its  own ;"  and  while  the  remainder 
of  *4he  European  powers,  influenced  by  the  result  of 
the  Sanitary  Congress,  lately  held  at  Paris,  have  utterly 
abandoned  all  quarantine  regulations,  England,  hitherto 
in  the  van  of  all  social  and  political  improvements,  is  to 
stultify  itself  by  again  having  recourse  to  them.  This, 
then,  is  the  result  of  the  visits  lately  paid  at  the  Home 
Office,'  by  the  octogenarian  man  of  one  idea.  Sir  William 
Pym !  He  can  see  nothing  but  disease  and  infection 
in  his  fellow-creatures,  and  their  clothing  and  merchan- 
dise, and  to  gratify  and  enforce  his  exploded  views,  the 
extensive  commerce  of  this  great  country  is  to  receive  a 
heavy  blow  and  a  great  discouragement.  We  had  hoped 
that  all  such  measures  were  buried  deep  in  the  tomb  of 
all  the  capulets. 

The  Privy  Council  have  issued  a  letter  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Customs,  requiring  them'  strictly  to  examine 
all  vessels  arriving  from  the  eastern  parts,  and  if  any 
person  shall  be  ill  of  the  cholera,  or  have  had  it  within 
a  few  days  of  his  arrival,  to  detain  the  vessel  under  a 
precautionary  quarantine,  for  such  a  period  as  a  medical 
officer  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  security  and  pre- 
servation of  the  health  of  the  community.  To  stamp 
theHuiutility  of  the  measure  the  more  completely,  it  is 
added,  that  this  bdng  only  a  quarantine  of  observation 
(What  is  that  ?)  to  prevent  the  person  suffering  from 
disease  from  communicating  with  the  shores^  no  restraint  , 
is  to  be  placed  on  persons  on  board  enjoying  good 
health,  whether  passengers  or  crew ;  they  may  be  per- 
mitted to  have  the  same  free  communication  with  the 
shore,  as  if  the  yellow  flag  had  not  been  hoisted,  and 
thus  practically  do  away  with  whatever  benefit  might  be 
expected  from  the  measure ;  because  persons  may  be 
apparently  well,  and  yet  have  the  seeds  of  the  disease 
fermenting  in,  and  decomposing  the  blood,  throughout 
its  whole  course,  daring  the  period  of  incubation,  and 
thus  be  fully  capable,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
contagionists,  of  imparting  the  malady  to  the  sound 
and  healthy  on  shore,  with  whom  they  are  to  be  per-  ' 
mttted  to  come  in  contact.  How  is  it  that  governments 
have  such  a  plentiful  lack  of  wisdom  ?  Oh  that  it  were 
possible  to  inoculate  them  with  common  sense,  "^liat 
a  vast  benefit  might  thus  be  conferred.  To  gratify  the 
mistaken  whims  and  fancies  of  a  one-idead  octogenarian, 
the  vast  commerce  of  this  country  is  to  be  jeopardised, 
and  its  character  for  consistency  and  sense  forfeited,  by 
the  adoption  of  a  measure  which  cannot  by  any  means 
effect  its  proposed  object.  Prohfpudor,  [The  remainder 
of  this  letter  arrived  too  late  for  insertion.-^ED.  J.] 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


GRATIFYING  TRIBLTE  TO  A  SURGEON. 

The  Miners  of  Tywmrdreath  and  its  ndghboorhood, 
appreciating  the  valuable  senricea  of  Mr.  Taylor,  resolved 
on  presentiog  to  him  some  tribute  of  their  esteem  and 
jegard.  A  subscription  was  set  on  foot,  and  the  result 
has  been  the  purchaae  of  a  dandsome  an^  costly  tea 
service,  which  was  presented  to  Mr.  Taylor,  at  a  meet- 
ing in  the  Market  Hall,  on  Saturday  evening  last;  the 
testimonial  having  during  the  day  been  exhibited  in  that 
place  to  many  hundreds  of  those  who  had  contributed 
to  its  purchase.  Mr.  W.  E.  Geacb  presided  at  the 
presentation ;  and,  after  Mr.  G.  Job,  the  Secretary,  had 
read  the  address  to  be  presented  with  the  testimonial, 
and  to  winch  were  aiiized  tiie  names  of  ^e  subscribers, 
the  President,  in  an  able  and  appropriate  speech,  pre- 
sented the  testimonial — a  handsome  silver-gilt  tea  ser- 
Tice.  On  the  tea-pot  is  engraved  on  one  side  t^fe  family 
crest  of  Mr.  Taylor,  and  on  the  opposite  side  ths  fol- 
lowing inscription : — 

Freicntcd  to 

Wimaai  W«le  Tsytor,  Emi.,  UJLJCA., 

SniSKm  of  the  Power  Coiuola,  Par  CobmU,  tad 

TywardrMth  Xinea.  Ac,  ftc^ 

br  S«e  hmiared  Corakh  Xiacn,  and  otbcr 

rxicBda,  a«  a  TribsU  of  Ibeir  napaet  and  oteem; 

And  alifi  in  fratcAil  recoUcetkn 

of  bia  aktllfnl  profeaatoaal  aarticca 

and  many  kindnaaaea 
leecifcd  hj  tbem  daring  a  period 
of  dfteen  jeara* 
,  18SS. 


Mr^  Taylor,  with  much  emotion,  returned  his  thanks 
for  the  gratifying  tribute.  Votes  of  thanks  were  carried 
by  acclamation  to  the  Chairman,  the  Treasurer,  and 
the  Committee,  which  were  severally  and  suitably 
acknowledged;  and  this  terminated  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  meetings  ever  known  in  Tywardreath. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHTSICUNS. 

At  a  qusrterly  meeting  of  the  Comitia  Migon,  hdd 
on  Thunday,  Sept.  30tb,  the  foUowiog  gentlemen  were 
admitted  Members  of  the  College:— Dr.  Droitt,  39, 
Curzon  Street,  Mayfair;  Dr.  Gibbon.  St  BsrOioio- 
mew's  Hospital.  Dr,  Hill,  Bath;  Dr.  Ottlfy,Pta, 
Lower  Pyrenees;  Dr.  Ptaiton,  Turriff,  N.B.,  los 
also  H"*'**^  Eztrs^Lioentiates 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 

It  may  not  perhaps  be  generally  known,  that  by 
recent  regulations  of  the  Council,  a  Board  of  Examiners 
in  Midwifery  has  been  established,  consisting  of  the 
senior  Vice-President  of  the  College,  together  with  Dr. 
Arthur  Farre,  Dr.  Henry  Oldham,  and  Dr.  James 
Beid.  The  conditions  under  which  candidate  are 
admitted  have  just  been  published,  from  which  it 
appears  that  persons  who  are,  or  shall  become  fellows 
or  members  of  the  College  prior  to  January,  1853,  will 
be  admitted  to  examination  on  production  of  their 
diploma;  other  gentlemen  becoming  members  subse- 
quently to  the  above  date,  will  be  admitted  on  pro- 
ducing, with  their  diploma,  a  certificate  of  having 
attended  twenty  labours.  From  the  same  regulations  it 
appesrs  that  members  or  licentiates  of  any  legaDy  con- 
stituted College  of  Surgeons,  or  graduates  in  surgery 
of  any  University  requiring  residence  to  obtain  degrees, 
will  also  be  admitted  to  examination  on  producing,  with 
their  diploma,  certificates  of  being  21  years  of  age,  of 
having  been  occupied  four  years  in  the  acquirement  of 
professional  knowledge,  of  having  attended  one  course 
of  lectures  on  midwifery,  and  of  having  attended  not 
less  than  twenty  labours.  There  are  oti^er  regulations 
on  the  above  important  subject,  which  may  be  ascer- 
tained on  reference  to  the  Secretary  at  the  College. 


APPOINTMENT. 

Dr.  Wood,  who  recently  resigned  his  appointment  of 
re«dent  medical  officer  of  Bethlehem  Hospitsl,  has  been 
licensed  by  the  Commissioners  in  Lunacy,  and  has 
entered  upon  the  management  of  Kensington  House 
Asylum,  lately  conducted  by  Dr.  Phflp. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  adnutted  Members,  Thursday,  Septenber 
30th,  1852 :— William  Edncy;  Richard  Hosldog,  Mm- 
zion,  Cornwall ;  Samuel  Buckland  Mitchdl,  Kingitoo- 
on-Thames ;  John  Slack  Steel,  Ardwick,  near  Mu* 
Chester;  Robert  FVsncis  Symmons,  Bores,  neir;Col- 
diester,  Essex. 

Names  of  Candidates  who  passed  the  danalad 
Mathematical  Examination  on  Saturday.  October  2Dd, 
1852:— Joseph  DUon  Adams,  Martock,  Sooend^ 
Alexander  E.  Bartlet,  Ipswich  ;  Robert  L.  Bett,  Spal- 
ding,  Lincolnshire ;  Thomas  Cayzer,  SoutlttiBptoi 
Hospital;  Thomas  E.  Claik,  Redland,  near  Bii*!; 
John  Andrew  Ferris,  Aldersgate  Street;  Chadn  H. 
Fisher,  Bungay;  Edward  Footner,  Comity  Hoipib], 
Winchester;  Thomas  Foster  Gray,  Leicester;  Tbow 
C.  W.  Henchley,  Ashbourne  ;  James  Hine  liiui, 
Guernsey;  James  Richard  Lownds,  Newcastk-!i|Me- 
Tyne;  F^rederick  John  Mason,  Wisbearh;  Bflir 
Maudsley,  Settle,  Yorkshire;  Charles  Roberts,  Gki- 
cester  Terrace ;  Rancis  Scott,  Reading ;  William  AlW 
Skinner,  Bath;  William  Sly,  Wincanton ;  HemyBaob 
Spencer,  Chippenham;  Adam  Taylor,  St  Fnl'i 
Churchyard;  Thomas  S.  Walker,  Bunlem;  Viffin 
Spencer  Watson,  Southampton  Street;  Willim  B. 
Winkfield,  Bedford;  Edward  Woakes,  Laton,BediW. 
shire;  Alfred  Woodforde,  Wdbeck  Street. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Monday,  Oetakr 
4th,  1852  :^H.  C.  Andrews,  Chapel  Street,  Bdgmi 
Square;  Francis  E.  Anstie,  Devises;  N.  P.  BUSt 
Sussex  County  Hospital ;  John  Meaburae  Brig^ 
Alvaston,  near  Derby ;  T^Uiam  Thomas  Carr,  Hw- 
oastle-on-T^e;  Thomas  Carter,  Newbory;  J*  «• 
Donne,  Bath ;  Francis  Joseph  Dowling,  Chev  Ifa^  | 
Somersetshire ;  F.  Fawssett,  Wisbeach ;  Michael  PoiMi 
Huntingdon ;  WiUiam  Tilbury  Fox,  Brooghtoa  Stpa* 
bridge;  Hamilton  Downe  Gundry,  Vernon  Fl«, 
BloomsbuiT ;  John  Husband,  Wellington ;  W.  F. 
Johnson,  Colchester ;  Edward  William  Jollye,  » 
mersmith;  Henry  Knaggs,  Huddersfidd;  Hecpy^JJ 
Wisbeadi,  Cambxidgrahire ;  Bernard  Fiffivd,  «l» 
hart-lane,  Tottenham;  E.  H.  Pitman,  ManMv) 
William  Howell  Pix,  Tunbridge  Wells ;  James  FM 
Congleton ;  William  Puckle,  Sussex  County  H«|»t 
David  Rice,  Stratford-on-Avon;  J.  Charles  ThorowpJ 
Totteridge ;  WiUiam  Meymott  Tidy,  Cambridge  HjJ 
Hackney;  B.  M.  Walton,  Hampton,  Middleaei;  W 
Warren,  Worthing ;  Thomas  James  Woodhom  W> 
delphia-plaoe,  Hackney ;  Francis  Workmaa,  ** 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.Bon^ 
Dr.  Crisp,  Mr.  Langston  Parker,  Nil  DespenaM 
Mr.  Collyns,  H.,  Mr.  Limbird,  Mr.  John  Jfl* 
Dr.  Tat,  Mr.  Sands  Cox,  Dr.  Roberts*,  * 
Higginbottom. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  oommonicitiMi^ 
nected  with  the  Editorial  department  besenttaJ-* 
Walsh,  Esq.,  Poregate  Street,  Woroerter.  W* 
and  books  for  review  may  be  addressed  to  the  a** 
Mr.  Churchill,  Maces  Street,  Soho. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


INTEODUCTOEY  LECTUEE,* 


OBLIVBBX9  AS  TBB 


LEEDS    SCHOOL    OF    MEDICINE, 

OCTOBSR  4Tfl,   1852. 

Bt  THOMAS  NUNNELEY,   Esq..  F.R.CrS.E., 

Presidfnt  cf  the  Sekc9l  for  tkt  enntiuff  pear. 


Printed  by  desire  of  the  Council  of  the  Leeds  School  of  Hedidne. 

Enough  has  been  s&id,  I  trust,  to  ahowr  you  the 
Tery  intimate  bearing  such  Tesearches  have  upon  oar 
own  immediate  professional  pursuits ;  to  illustrate  the 
extended  and  comprehensire  grasp  which  it  is  most 
important  for  you  always  to  seize  upon  in  your  reason- 
ing processes.  Remember  the  term  human  phytiohgy^ 
if  it  be  used,  as  it  certainly  has  too  often  been  employed, 
as  though  there  were  something  peculiar  and  individual 
in  the  function  of  man's  organs,  is  a  mistaken  one,  and 
one  which  is  likely  to  lead  to  error.  If  we  wish  to 
know  human  physiology  well,  we  n)ust  understand 
general  physiology^  of  which  it  is  only  a  part — an 
important  one,  doubtless,,  but  still  nothing  more  than  a 
part. 

To  PHYSIOLOGY  WO  naturally  havo  added  pathology. 
From  the  knowledge  of  the  action  and  function  of  a 
pcut  in  health,  we  are  directly  led  to  consider  the  altered 
conditions  which  are  presented  by  it  when  diseased. 
Upon    this,    evidently,  all  scientific  practical  as  well 
as  theoretical  medicine  must  rest,     consequently,   to 
pathology  you   must  necessarily  pay  much  attention : 
indeed  it  will  be  forced  upon  you;  for  in  the  lectures 
upon  both  medicine  and  surgery,  allusion  must  con- 
stantly be  made  to  the  altered  condition  of  parts  in 
connection  with  the  phenomena  of  disease,  as  well  as  to 
the  application  of  remedies  for  the  removal  of  such 
diflordera.       In  this  coarse  it  is  the  diseased  condition 
itself — ^the  structure  which  is  found  to  occupy  the  seat 
of  the  original  tissue,  constituting  morbid  anatomy — in 
which  yoa  will  be  instructed ;  while  in  the  two  other 
eotunses  it  is  rather  to  the  consequences  of  these  altera- 
tions^ their  effects  upon  the  living  animal  economy,  and 
the  proper  means  to  be  adopted  to  prevent  or  remove 
them,  than  to  the  alterations  themselves.      Phyaiology 
and  pathology  constituting   ground    common  to  the 
sdentific    anatomist  and  the  well-informed   physician 
and  sorgeon. 
^      Hie    study  of  anatomy  may  be  pursued  by  two  very 
different    methods;  according  to  the  one  the  various 
parts    of    the  body  are    considered    principally  with 
reference   to  the  forms  which  they  present,  the  exact 
situation  which  they  occupy,  their  relative  proportions, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  connected  with  each 
other.      This,  which  is  now  commonly  called  descriptive 
anatomy.  Is  admirably  adapted  for  learning  the  details 
of  the  Btracture  of  the  body ;  and,  accordingly,  it  must 
be  adopted   in  pursuing  human  anatomy.     It  is  the 
ueiiiod  which  is  adopted  in  the  demonstrative  course 
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of  anatomy.  The  second  method  is  to  group  all  those 
parts  together  which  are  possessed  of  a  similar  organiza- 
tion and  analogous  functions,  and  to  consider  them  as 
portions  of  a  common  whole.  This  plan,  which  is 
denominated  general  anatomy^  is  exceedingly  well 
calculated  to  assist  us  in  studying  the  physiology  and 
pathology  of  tissues;  since  it  is  a  well-known  law  that, 
wherever  situated,  the  same  structures  are  endowed 
with  the  same  properties ;  but  it  is  not  at  all  adapted 
for  teaching  the  size,  situation,  form,  or  connection  of 
different  parts.  Now,  as  we  must  never  forget  that  the 
end  of  all  oOr  study  should  be  to  make  us  good  prac- 
titioners, the  system  pursued  will  be  a  combination  of 
the  two  methods.  In  the  lectures,  general  anatomy 
will  form  the  first  division ;  the  description  of  the  struc- 
ture, function,  and  morbid  alterations  of  the  individual 
organs  will  follow.  But  in  the  demonstrative  course 
your  attention  will  at  once  be  drawn  to  the  descriptive 
details  of  the  different  parts,  beginning  with  the  bones, 
of  which  let  me  again  entreat  you  to  resolve  to  acquire  k 
full  and  accurate  knowledge.  Inasmuch  as  they  form 
the  solid  basis  and  groundwork  of  the  whole  fabric,  it 
is  especially  necessary  thoroughly  to  understand  them. 
The  importance  of  this  I  cannot  exaggerate ;  at  present 
the  younger  student,  to  whom  I  this  day  principally 
address  myself,  can  scarcely  conceve  how  much  his 
future  progress,  not  merely  while  a  student,  but  during 
his  whole  life,  will  be  facilitated  by  so  doing.  Next  to 
the  bones,  the  means  by  which  they  are  connected 
together,  and  the  different  articulations  formed,  must 
be  considered.  These—- the  bones  and  ligaments,  form 
the  passive  organs  of  locomotion ;  the  active,  or  the 
muscles,  naturally  follow.  Subsequently  the  apparatus 
by  which  these  are  nourished,  directed,  and  kept  in 
control — ^the  viscera,  blcod-vessels,  nerves,  bnun,  and 
organs  of  sensation^will  claim  your  attention. 

This  plan  must  only  be  considered  as  that  which  is 
best  adapted  for  pursuing  anatomy  practically,  and 
principally  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  minute 
formation  of  the  human  structure,  which  is  what  we 
have  to  do.  Were  this  not  the  primary  object,  other 
classi^cations  of  a  more  strictly  scientific  character,  for 
systematically  investigating  the  proportional  develop- 
ment of  parts  might  be  adopted.  Thus  we  might  with 
Carvs  divide  the  organs  into  vegetative  and  animal 
under  the  first  term  including  all  those  which  are 
common  to  plants  and  animals,  upon  which  depend  such 
functions  as  nutrition,  growth,  respiration,  secretion, 
and  reproduction ;  while  the  second  comprises  only 
those  parts  which  are  peculiar  to  animals,  as  the 
muscular^  nervous,  and  sensorial.  Or  we  might  employ 
another  method,  classing  and  describing  organs  according 
to  their  importance  in  the  animal  economy,  and  the 
influence  which  they  exercise  over  its  other  components. 
In  this  latter  arrangement  it  is  dear  we  should  follow 
a  course  nearly  the  inverse  of  that  which  it  is  proposed 
to  adopt ;  for  here  it  would  be  necessary  to  commence 
with  the  nervous  system,  since  it  is  the  all-important 
agent  and  directrice  in  the  organization  and  modification 
of  the  others;  for  to  correspond  with  its  variations,  aad 
to  be  adapted  to  its  demands,  do  they  seem  'to  bt 
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moulded  and  altered ;  inasmuch  as  the  more  elevated 
and  noble  position  of  man,  as  well -as  the  contronl  he 
exercises  over  other  animals,  depends  upon  the  mnch 
higher  degree  of  his  intellectaal  and  moral  qualities, 
which  are  dependent  upon  increased  deTelopment  of 
certain  portions  of  the  nenrous  system. 

In  this  place  it  appears  proper,  though  I  can  hardly 
consider  it  necessary,  that  I  should  guard  you  against 
fifjling  into  an  error,  which  has  by  some  been  thought 
to  be  one  of  the  besetting  sins  of  anatomical  pursuits ; 
that  which  is  vulgarly  called  materialism — a  mistake 
into  which  only  weak  or  imperfectly-educated  minds 
can  (all ;  or,  at  least,  those  who  reflect  so  little  as  tp^ 
confound  terms  and  things  which  in  reality  are  distinct. 
This  error,  in  point  of  Ud,  is  one  which  is  not  peculiar 
to  the  anatomist,  but  is  equally  liable  to  beset  all  those 
whose  studies  lead  them  to  contemplate  the  phenomena 
of  matter,  whether  organic  or  inorganic,  where  the 
admirable  dependency  and  connection  between  cause 
and  effect ;  and  the  invariable  constancy  with  which  the 
same  sequent  follows  the  same  antecedent,  may  probably 
induce  some  to  limit  their  ideas  to  the  material  itself,  and 
to  overlook  the  important  fact,  that  the  portion  of 
matter  which  is  endowed  with  such  wonderful  and 
energetic  properties,  when  resolved  into  the  elements  of 
which  it  consists,  presents  comparatively  little  variation 
from  other  portions  of  matter  which  are  endowed  with 
very  dissimilar,  ^{ough  equally  wonderful  properties, 
and  that  before  it  could  have  possessed  such  astonishing 
qualities ;  admitting  that  these  result  from  the  organ- 
ixation  or  mode  of  arrangement  of  the  individual  atoms 
of  which  it  is  made  up ;  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
some  infinitely  wise  and  omnipotent  power  should 
have  impressed  upon  it  those  laws  of  arrangement 
upon  which  its  properties  depend.  Surely  when  we 
say  that  a  higher  grade  of  existence  is  dependent 
upon  a  higher  state  of  organization,  that  animals  who 
possess  endowments  of  a  superior  order,  or  that  even 
man  himself  owes  supremacy  to  increased  develop- 
ment of  the  same  organs  Which  are  possessed  in  an 
inferior  and  more  imperfect  condition  by  lower  classes, 
there  is  nothing  incompatible  with  the  firmest  belief  in 
an  overruling  and  creating  power ;  on  the  contrary,  to 
my  mind  it  appears  necessarily  to  call  forth  feelmgs  of  a 
totally  opposite  character.  When  we  see  elements  of 
the  same  nature,  with  but  little  alteration  in  their 
proportion^  or  modes  of  arrangement,  constituting 
organs  capable  of  producing  such  different  effects,  and 
in  each  case  so  admirably  adapted  to  the  wants  and 
necessities  of  each  and  every  being,  we  are  inevitably, 
and  almost  unconsciously,  led  to  trace  the  primary  cause 
up  to  a  power  so  omniscient  and  omnipotent,  as  well 
as  benevolent,  that  the  mind  is  lost  in  amazement.  So 
iar  is  the  sameness  of  material,  or  similarity  of  arrange- 
ment, from  checking  our  admiration,  it  is  this  very 
simplicity  which  impresses  us  with  the  conception  of 
grandeur,  immensity  of  design,  and  perfection  of 
execution,  which  from  such  simple  materials  has  been 
enabled  to  organize  a  creation  so  perfect,  as  to  appear 
a  necessary  result  of  that  matter  which  this  power  has 
called  out  of  chaos  into  light  and  order. 


"  Won  from  tlie  *«ld  and  ConnkM  iaiBii^ 


IlUmitable  o 

WiUioat  dimfiniwi,  whcte  Ungth,  biMltk.  mA  hq^ 
^        Aad  time.  And  place,  mrc  UwC :  wbcrcdicfitlligiit 
And  Chaos,  asceston  of  Natsre,  Md 
Btenud  anaiefay,  aaidat  the  boIm 
Of  flBdlBM  wan,  and  hj  coBAudon  iivad; 
For  hot,  cold,  moist  and  dty,  fear  chaaqaaat  toet 
SfrvM  here  tat  maatery,  and  to  batda  brmgU 
Thair  cmbnoQ  atoma. 

•    •    •    •    nk^UAjm* 
The  womb  of  uMan,  nd  pacbapa  bar  cnm,— 
Of  nrithar  aaa.  nor  ihore^  nor  air,  nor  Sre. 
Bnt  all  tbeae  in  thdr  pregnant  oanaaa  ■fai'd 
Oonfiiaedljr,  and  which  thna  anut  tmt  atcr  fceght. 
Unloaa  the  Almishtf  Hakar  kmd  them  oidiined 
Hia  dariE  materiali  to  ocata  mora  worids." 

Indeed  so  impressed  am  I  with  this,  that  I  knovefs 
pursuit  so  likely  as  is  anatomy,  with  its  kindred  idoB 
of  physiology  and  pathology,  when  propcriy  enltii^ 
to  lead  its  followers  up  to  a  high  and  lofty  ooiiicte 
of  the  existence  of  a  God. 

Such,  then,  gentlemen,  is  a  hasty  sketch,  or  nikri 
very  general  outline  of  the  subjects  to  be  broaght  bdg* 
yon  in  some  of  the  courses  of  lectures  upoa  irtkkj* 
have  now  entered.  The  acquisition  of  all  this  iBfa*- 
tion  may,  probably,  appear  to  be  difficdt;  inaii 
extent  much  labour  and  steady  perseverance  irillMS- 
sarily  be  required,  but  then  it  will  amply  Rfijaf 
exertion  and  self-denial  it  may  demand,  ^usm'i 
constitutesa  very  large  part  of  medical  sdeoce.  IiM 
when  to  it  is  added  thb&apsutics,  or  a  kaovkdfeoffti 
action  and  properties  of  the  remedial  agents  eopiajt^ 
we  have  embraced  almost  all  that  can  be  iii<  to  b 
directly  and  immediately  indnded  under  the  tai 
medicine,  not  by  any  means  that  it  compreheods  e0ttt 
knowledge  remaining  to  be  possessed  by  the  practite^i 
which  must  be  drawn  from  many  sources.  ladepoid^ 
of  what  is  immediately  and  directly  ooniMetel  «ft 
medicine,  there  is  scarcely  a  division  in  the  «i^* 
extended  range  of  either  science,  literstoe,  ot  ^  ^ 
which  is  not  more  or  less  allied  with  onr  iaq[aiiiM* 
studies.  Pursuits  which  may  appear  at  fint  9^  ' 
remote  from  ours,  that  a  neglect  of  tiiem  caoappara^ 
be  of  littie  importance  to  our  investigations,  ne  W 
so  to  elucidate  the  phenomena  of  health,  or  op* 
the  effects  of  disease,  which  were  before  ineipfiBM 
that  an  acquaintance  with  them  is  not  merelj  am 
but  at  times  absolutely  necessary,  to  a  right  eoaf«' 
hension  of  many  physiological  and  patiiokigicil  ^ 

From  the  earliest  formation  of  our  bodies,  vbb  "* 
period  when  they  are  resolved  into  the  etemc*  «*• 
which  they  were  originally  derived,  an  inoBB»'*|^ 
complicated  change  is  going  on.     By  digestion*  "^ 
lation,  and  secretion,  there  is  a  constant  '**P**V 
new  particles  into  the  body,  by  a  conwrioa  iats  m 
of  extraneous  and  foreign  matter,  while  Ak"  ■  * 
con^nt  a  removal  of  the  old  particles  from  the  Wf- 
These  processes,  if  not  in  themselves,  as  I  finnJf  W^ 
them  to  be,  of  a  strictiy  chemical  natore,  are  *  ^ 
matcly  aUied  to  it  in  health  and  in  disease,  «•  • 
closely  under  its  mfluence,  that  before  they  «»  ^'^ 
any  degree  understood,  some  very  oonsideiaUeaajBi» 
ance  with  chemistry  is  necessary.    Though  ^^ 
regard  BafactM,  to  be  received  as  HnStpnitdtrtim 
the  statements  which  modem  chemical  physiobgi^ 
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pot  before  the  world  aa  the  result  of  most  laborioos 
researches,  and  which  many  high  authorities  appear 
inclined  to  consider  as  true,  'regarding  the  manner  in 
which  animals  ave  nourished,  bj  simply  extracting  the 
proximate  principles  found  ready  manufiustured  for 
them  by  the  plant  they  consume;  nor  adopt  every 
assertion  of  the  pathological  chemist,  as  to  the  very 
simple  chemical  alteration  constituting  the  differences 
between  healthy  and  diseased  secretions  and  excretions, 
whether  solid  or  fluid;  yet,  unquestionably,  the 
importance  of  these  inquiries  cannot  be  too  highly 
estimated,  and  every  additional  step  in  our  knowledge 
shows  the  increasing  value  of  these  studies.  The 
administration  of  remedies,  both  in  the  ordinary  diseases 
to  which  man  is  heir,  and  as  antidotes,  when  by  accident 
or  design,  noxious  and  poisonous  agents  have  been 
swallowed,  is  very  frequently  a  mere  question  of 
diemistry,  and  the  detection  of  a  deleterious  substance 
is  almost  always  dependent  upon  an  intimate  and  prac- 
tical acquaintance  with  chemical  analysis. 

The  blood  in  passing  from  the  right  side  of  the  heart, 
in  its  progress  through  the  lungs,  to  gain  the  left  or  sys- 
temic side,  loses  the  deep  claret  colour  of  venous  blood, 
«nd  acquires  the  bright  red  hue  of  arterial.    By  being 
subjected  to  the  influence  of  the  air  this  change  occurs, 
and  the  blood  becomes  again  fitted  for  the  support  of 
hh,   the  air  itself  at  the  same  time  undergoing  very 
considerable  alteration  in  its  composition ;  but  without 
wi  acquaintance  with  the  properties  of  atmospheric  air 
and  other  gases,  how  could  we  have  been  aware  of  the 
nature  of  this  process,  or  the  effect  thereby  produced 
upon  the  whole  body?    Without  this  knowledge  the 
whole  subject  of  animal  heat-^tha^  most  wonderfal, 
and,   until   explained,  mysterious  power    of   animals 
Aiaintaining  their  bodies  in  a  temperature  so  different 
from  that  of  other  substances,  by  which  they  are  sur- 
xounded ;    but  which  we  now  know  to  be  a  simple 
question  of  combustion,  almost  as  simple  as  the  regu- 
<]ating  of  a  furnace  fire  is  to  the  degree  of  heat  desired 
io  be  produced,  would  have  been  incomprehensible. 
'The  purposes  of  such  variety  in  the  circulatory  system 
and  such  different  arrangement  in  the  respiratory  appara- 
ios; — why    one  animal  should  be  possessed  of  lunjgs 
and  .another  of  gills  ; — or  why  one  creature  should  live 
and  have  its  being  upon  land,  but    be  immediately 
deprived  of  life  if  immersed  in  water;  another  move 
with  vigor  of  health  in  the  water,  but  directly  perish 
open  land  9    would    have    remained    a  secret   and    a 
mystery.      For  this  and  much  knowledge  of  a  like 
nature    bearing    upon    vitality,   we    are    indebted  to 
OHKiiiaTRT  ;   and  hence,  not  only  is  a  knowledge  of 
Ihis  science  useful  to  the  student  of  medicine,  but  ab- 
solutely necessary,  since  it  is  one  of  the  subjects,  the 
itndy  of  which  is  enjoined  by  all  the  Examining  Boards 
of  every  country  in  the  world. 

The  bones  and  muscles  are  so  many  illustrations  of 
lynamica.  Though  muscular  contractility  in  itself  be 
i  vital  agent,  yet  in  its  modification  it  obeys  the  strict 
iikd  unchanging  laws  of  mechanics.  The  bones  are  so 
nany  inert  levers,  and  the  muscles  the  powers  by  which 
liese  levers  are  moved ;  in  doing  which  there  ^is  either 


loss  of  i)Ower  and  gain  in  velocity,  or  loss  in  velocity 
and  gain  in  power,  precisely  as  there  would  be  were  the 
muscles  so  many  leather  straps,  and  the  bones  so  many 
pieces  of  iron  or  wooden  machinery. 

The  arrangement  and  distribution  of  the  dreulatory 
system  is  in  strict  accordance  with  the  laws  of  hydrosta- 
tics, and  were  an  engineer  to  be  called  upon  to  convey 
a  fluid  to  and  from  a  central  point,  over  a  large  surfiioe, 
so  that  its  propulsion  should  require  the  least  expenditure 
of  power,  and  yet  that  the  decrease  in  its  impetus  should 
be  gradual  and  progressive,  he  certainly  could  not  take 
a  better  model  than  the  heart  and  bloodvessels.  The 
angles  at  which  the  vessels  divide  is  that  which  gives 
the  least  resistance  to  the  progress  of  the  blood,  and 
the  increased  capacity  of  their  distal  branches,  causes  a 
diminution  in  the  blood's  velocity,  while  the  elasticity 
of  the  arterial  conts  ensures  a  steady  onward  flow.  The 
construction  of  the  valves  of  the  heart  is  a  perfect  piece 
of  mechanism  and  need  be  merely  indicated  as  an  im- 
posing illustration  of  the  importance  of  bringing  all 
our  knowledge  of  mechanics  to  bear  upon  anatomical 
questions :  for  upon  the  due  appreciation  of  the  sounds 
produced  by  those  valves  how  much  of  hope  and  misery 
for  our  patients  hang !  Of  this,  hereafter  you  will 
recognise  the  truth. 

Without  some  knowledge  of  the  mode  in  which 
BOUND  is  produced,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
conducted  through  diffierent  media,  how  could  we 
appreciate  the  delicacy  and  intricacy  of  the  mechanism  of 
the  ear?  or,  still  more,  ho#,  without  some  consider* 
able  acquaintance  with  the  physical  properties  of  if  oht» 
and  the  laws  of  its  refraction  and  reflection  in  passing 
through,  or  being  reflected  by,  media  of  different 
densities  and  forms,  would  it  be  possible  to  under- 
stand the  value  of  such  varied,  delk»te,  and  beautifbl 
arrangements  as  are  found  in  that  glorious  and  im- 
portant organ,  the  eye?  Or  how  could  we  manipu- 
late with  advantage,  that  latest  of  helps  (o  our 
investigations  of  the  minute  structure  of  healthy 
parts,  and  the  changed  ooncfitions  of  morbid  pro- 
ducts, which  modem  science  and  mechanical  skill  have 
presented  to  us — the  microscope  ?  the  importance 
of  which  is  daily  becoming  more  appreciated  by  the 
scientific  practitioner,  notwithstanding  the  temporary 
slur  which  may  not  improbably  be  cast  upon  it,  by  the 
very  questionable  use  which  is  apt  to  be  made  of  it  as  a 
means  of  astonishing  and  bewildering  the  ignorance  of 
patients,  by  an  ostentatious  parading  of  its  powers  by 
those  who,  themselves,  as  little  know  or  appreciate  its 
true  valoe  as  flftie  persons  they  are  practising  upon. 

By  GEOLOGY  we  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  condition 
of  the  earth  in  ages  long  passed  away,  and  the  influence 
this  condition  has  in  all  times  had  upon  its  inhabitants ; 
and  are  taught  that  the  many  extraordinary,  and» 
according  to  ideas  derived  alone  from  the  present  forms 
of  animal  life,  monstrous  and  mishapen  masses  of  created 
beings,  were  in  as  perfect  harmony  with  the  then 
existing  condition  of  the  globe,  as  those  fonns  by  which 
we  are  surrounded,  and  which  are  universally  regarded  as 
perfect,  are  to  the  present  condition  of  the  earth.  We 
learn  not  only  the  nature  of  the  aur&ce  of  the  soO, 
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but  also  that  of  the  rocks  and  strata  underneath ,  by 
which  we  may  often  obtain  an  explanation  of  the»faMlthi- 
ness  or  nnbealthiness  of  different  localities,  and  why 
one  situation  may  be  better  adapted  as-a  residence  for 
those  affected  with  one  complaint,  and  the  opposite 
situation  for  those  lobouring  under  another  ailment; 
why  a  disease  is  epidemic  in  one  place  or  endomic  in 
another.  While  meteorology  enables  va  to  explain 
in  the  some  degree,  (and  a  better  acquaintance  with  the 
science  will  doubtless  do  so  in  a  far  higher  degree)  the 
laws  which  regulate  the  apparently  irregular  and  capri- 
cious appearance  abd  disappearance  of  many  devastating 
diseases  which,  from  our  inability  to  explain  many  of 
the  phenomena  manifested  by,  or  to  efficiently  control 
the  course  of,  are  now  populdrly  regarded  as  the  oppro- 
brium of  medical  science. 

By  MiNERALOOY  WO  are  iaught  the  properties  of 
those  metallic  substances  which  mechanical  skill  has 
conrerted  into  the  wealth  of  nations,  and  which  chemical 
sdenoe  has  metamorphosed  into  such  potent  and  valu- 
able remedies  !br  our  use  in  combatting  disease;  and 
BOTANT  fumiahes  us  with  most  important  infDrmation 
respecting  the  nature  and  properties  of  those  plants 
which  furnish  so  large  a  portion  of  the  food  of  all 
ammals,  as  well  as  of  those  which  supply  the  vegetable 
agents  which  enter  so  largely  and  importantly  into  the 
practice  of  medicine;  enabling  us,  by  a  study  of  well- 
defined  organization,  to  readily  ascertain  to  which  class 
any  new  kind  of  plant  should  be  referred; — amongst 
those  which  furnish  food,  clothing,  or  habitation  to 
animal  and  man;  those  which  supply  us  with  the 
means  of  combatting  disease;  or  amongst  those  which 
are  without  much  valne^  or  positively  injurious  to 
animal  life. 

Tlius  might  I  pass  in  succession  over  every  branch  of 
knowledge,  whether  of  literature,  science,  or  art,  and 
show  how  each  may  be  brought  to  bear  upon  our  own 
particolar  pursuits;  but  I  forbear,  as  time  will  not 
allow.  That  the  man  who  brings  to  the  study  of  the 
healing  art  the  greatest  store  of  theoretical  knowledge, 
and  skilful  practical  application,  gathered  from  varied 
lources,  will,  eaterii  paribus,  be  the  most  successful 
practittonar  is  self-erident.  There  is  only  one  other 
point  to  which  I  will  direct  your  attention,  and  to  this 
I  beg  your  earnest  and  careful  heed.  It  is  to  strive  to 
become  earffid  obterven  and  eorreei  reasoners.  These 
are  the  two  main  safeguards  for  your  success  in  legiti- 
mate medicine,  or  in  any  other  honourable  oireer.  It 
ia  tlie  want  of  these  two  qualities  which  has  proved  the 
bane  of  so  many ; — the  want  of  power  to  distinguish 
between  the  poii  hoe  and  the  proper  hoei^be  confound- 
ing of  sequent  and  antecedent  with  effect  and  cause  ;-^ 
the  non-developmtntor  non-cultivation  of  the  reasoning 
faculty.  To  this  do  we  owe  such  a  multitude  of  false 
factSx  >o  many  absurd  theories,  such  pernicious  heresies, 
and  so  many  &tal  and  disgraceful  professions  of  fidth 
and  practice— <'  the  brood  of  folly,  without  father  bred." 
Cultivate  these  two  powers — correct  observation,  and  the 
fiMmlty  of  reasoning  correctly  from  what  is  observed,  you 
will  not  then  go  far  wrong.  These  are  the  safbty  anchors 
in  after  life :   possess,  them  you  will  be  wise;  without  i 


thorn  no  amount  of  book  leaming^an  make  you  so.  Ysc 
may  be  clever  and  ingenious,  but  never  safe; 
and  showy,  but  never  profound,  or  to  be  rdled 
I  speak  here  decidedly;  if  I  did  not  I  should  not 
honestly,  for  I  feel  strongly.  Had  the  profesBbaasft' 
body  cultivated  logic  more  successfully,  it  wmU  all 
have  been  disgraced  by  so  many  of  its  meinben  ft* 
gracing  their  brethren  and  degrading  themsehrs  If' 
the  adoption  and  profession  of  absurd  aa 
imaginings,  which  they  are  weak  or  widted 
proclaim  as  new  theories.  Had  the  reasoolog  puii 
been  properly  cultivated,  that  most  jejune  and  ifle  tf" 
all  fancies,  *'  that  with  gaudy  shapes  possess  the 
brain,"  as  thick  and  numberless 

"  A«  the  gay  motei  that  people  aimbcaiBi, 
Or  likaar  horering  dremmi.— 
The  ficUc  peoafo&en  of  MorghpoM*  tnaa.'* 

could  have  had  no  being.     Hahnemann   might  ! 
lived ;  but  homoeopathy  gould  have  had  no  eziia 
People  might  have    lived    and  died  withoii   Mif , 
physicked  aeeundem  artem;   but  they  could  not  __ 
been  befooled  out  of  the  world  by  tibe  dedlliortli  p^ 
of  a  grain  of  an  inert  substance :  they  ncugfat  hive  9m 
naturally,  had  they  so  fimded;  but,  at  anyiafi^^; 
professors  of  medicine  wotdd  not  have  been  disgi 
mixed  with  the  dreadful  scene.    No^  geatiemeai 
capable  of  reasoning  in  ever  so  small  a  degrse;* 
become,  to  some  small  extent,  observers  of 
possess  some  knowledge,  however  minute  it  issf  H 
of  the  chemical  and  physical  properties  of  dT  ^ 
substances  ;^^o  obtain  some  little  informatioB 
the  action  of    remedies; — in    some 
become  acquainted  with  the' natural  course  of 
— do  recognise  the  existence  of  what  every  pfaynki^ 
has  for  ages  known  and  valued  as  an  importasit  pHi 
of  his  duty  to  study,  the  H$  medieaMx 
you  frill  become  incapable   of   being 
unless  your  moral  perceptions  should  unfortmiatslf  It 
so  lamentably  obscured  as,  fbr  the  sake  of  bcr  fti^ 
porary  gain,  to  sink  into  being  the  panderecs  of  pop^r 
or  fashionable  delusions,  so  surprising  as  to  be 
as  wonderful  as  the  expenditure  of  such  a 
belief,  upon  means  so  utterly  contemptible  and 
ficant,  is  astounding;  and  thus,  while  knowing 
consent  to  act  so  reprehensible  and  immoral  a  psrt. 
But  it  maybe  asked,^Why  do  I  enumerate  all  ti 
difficulties^to  damp  the  ardour  of  your  desifes,  «^  ,' 
check  the  enthusiasm  whkh  should  animate  you  at  lit 
commencement  of  a  session?      Certainly  not;  M 
rather  to  stimulate  and  encourage  tou«      By  fialf . 
knowing  what  there  is  to  be  encountered,  you  v3lt 
prepared  for  the  task,  and  thus  not  be  liable  to  sbiA 
back  with  dismay  or  disgust  wben  the  difBcultyisyr 
surmounted.      It  is  infinitely  better  that  |]ie 
of  any  undertaking  shoidd  be  appreciated  in  the 
so  that  the  resolution  and  means  may  be  appoitioBedil 
the  requirement  needed,   than  that  we  sbouU  oiff 
blindly  upon  a  cai^r  we  are  unequal  to.     Too  aflA 
not  under-estimate  the  serious  responsibifilias  «f  ^ 
profession  you  have  entered  upon.     I  koowof  aflit 
which  involves  greater«*of  none  where  te  kbov  %  ^ 
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ser— of  none  where  the  same  wide  range  of  study, 
gfat,  and  care,  are  demanded,and  mayadTantageously 
•ought  to  bear ;  nor  of  any  whieh  is  more  honour- 
to  its  professor,^  or  more  nsefdl  and  advantageous 
aoldnd.     In  entering  upon  any  pursuit  of  life  it  is 

right  we  should  be  fully  impressed  with  what  is 
red  of  us ;  otherwise  we  cannot  excel  in  it.    There 

beHere,  no  other  avocation  which  demands  such 
ant  and  unremitting  persererance  as  our  own,  in 
lying  ourselves  for  the  exercise  of  our  profession, 
ill  as  self-denial  in  the  practice  of  it.  The  prospec- 
bowever,  is  often  more  formidable  than  the  reality 
be  found  to  be.  Of  much  of  the  information 
of  yoJBL  are  already,  or  should  by  your  preliminary 
itioia  be,  possessed.    By  attentive  study,  taking 

eare  not  to  attempt  too  many  branches  at  once, 
Iways  thoroQghly  to  understand  that  upon  which 
le  time  being  you  are  engaged,  yon  will  find  there 
oething  so  enticing  and  alluring  in  the  acquisition 
lowledge,  the  possession  of  one  fact  leads  on  so 
mtly  to  another,  that  so  far  from  the  habit  Of 

being  wearisome,  it  will  be  found,  after  the  first 
ilties  are  overcome  (and  depend  upon  it  there  is 
ny  path  of  life  without  them)  that,  were  there  no 
or  objects,  the  possession  of  the  information  itself 
1  be  a  sufficient  remuneration  for  all  the  labour 
wed  in  obtaining  it. 

t  there  are  ulterior  objects,  and  these  the  most 
rful  which  can  influence  any  human  being.      Your 

to  yourselves,  to  your  relatives,  and  to  your 
7y,  demand  it.  I  will  not  allude  to  the  greater 
lity  now  than  formerly  existed  in  obtaining  admit- 

ihroDgh  the  portals  which  guard  the  profession 
bach  you  are  the  disciples,  nor  to  the  greater 
oit  of  knowledge,  both  general  and  scientific, 
1  it  has  pleased  the  presiding  powers  of  most,  if 
f  all,  the  ordeals  which  you  must  pass,  most  pro- 

to  require  before  you  can  be  allowed  to  enter 
Q  its  honourable  precincts;  those  requirements 
>nly  in  accordance  with  the  increased  means  of 
ning  information  which  you  possess  over  most  of 

predecessors ;  for  though  X  am  not  more  than  a 
le-aged  practitioner,  I  have  lived  long  enough  to 
Ave  a  great  improvement  in  both  the  quantity  and 
ty  of  the  means  and  appliances  for  medical  educa- 

oreoyer,  examinations,  be  they  conducted  wherever 
may  be,  can  only  be  framed  for  the  many,  and 
necessarily  be  apportioned  to  the  average  quali- 
(Mi  of  the  mass.  Such  being  the  case,  it  would  be 
«ult  to  you  to  suppose  your  ambition  is  limited  to 
laltry  endeavour  of  acquiring  only  such  a  modicum 
nowledge  as  shall  ensure  you  passing  .unscathed 
igh  the  trial  to  which  the  law  requires  you  to  be 
scted.  No :  little  likely  would  that  individual  be 
I  trust  no  student  of  the  Leeds  School  of  medidne 
ie  of  such  a  temper,)  to  distinguiah  himself  in  after 
vrea.  though  by  the  disgraceful  system  of  grinding 
bould  succeed  in  cramming  into  his  head,  pro 
TTtf  just  sufficient  knowledge  to  enable  him  to  gain 
ssion  to  our  rank.    You  must  never  forget  that  it 


is  not  alone  in  the  profession  of  medicine  that  an 
increased  amount  of  information  is  required  of  its 
professors;  such  demand  is  only  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  times,  and  the  increased  knowledge  which 
is  now  happily  so  widely  and  generally  distributed 
among  all  classes  of  the  people.  You  must  remember, 
that  medical  men  hold  their  rank  by  no  prescriptive 
right,  nor  is  their  position  due  to  legislative  enactments ; 
the  mere  privilege  of  writing  any  number  of  letters 
after  a  name,  becomes  an  idle  mockery,  unless  it  be 
accompanied  by  suitable  acquirements.  It  is  not  the 
name  of  physician  or  surgeon  which  has  raised  the 
medical  profession  to  the  respected  position  in  which, 
(notwithstanding  occasional  sneers,  when  Us  servicet  are 
not  needed,)  it  is  deservedly  held  by  the  public,  but  the 
moral  truth  and  intellectual  attainments  of  its  members 
which  has  rendered  the  name  honorable;  and  depend 
upon  it,  that  only  so  long  as  are  to  be  found  in  our 
ranks  the  zealous  and  successful  cultivators  of  science, 
and  the  active  benefactors  of  mankind,  vrill  that  deference 
and  respect  which  it  has  for  so  many  ages  enjoyed,  be 
conceded  or  deserved. 

Your  immediate  relatives  and  friends  have  a  strong 
claim  upon  your  gratitude,  which  should  be  evinced  by 
a  continued  and  respectful  attention  to  your  studies, 
and  to  your  instructors.  Having  placed  you  in  an 
advantageous  position  by  the  expenditure  of  much  care, 
and  a  large  outlay  of  money,  they  follow  you  here  vrith 
solicitude,  and  it  would  be  a  poor  return  for  their  kind- 
ness, should  you  neglect  to  take  every  advantage  of  the 
opportunities  which  are  placed  within  your  reach  ;  and, 
let  me  add,  that  even  though  yon  should  labour  with  a 
praiseworthy  diligence  in  the  acquisition  of  knowledge, 
in  order  to  make  this  available,  with  honor  and  ad- 
vantage to  yourselves,  and  with  benefit  to  the  community, 
it  must  be  accompanied  by  a  well-regulated  deportment, 
and  correct  moral  conduct,  without  which  you  neither 
can'nor  deserve  to  obtain,  the  friendship,  respect,  and 
confidence  of  the  wise  and  good.  Never  forget  that  a 
medical  man  ought  to  be  a  gentleman  in  his  habits  as 
well  as  in  his  education. 

And  lastly,  our  country  has  claims  which  are  strong 
and  imperative.  Professing,  as  we  do,  by  a  long  course 
of  study,  and  a  peculiar  routine  of  education,  to  qualify 
ourselves  for  the  responsible  duties  of  removing  pain  ' 
and  disease,  and  warding  off  the  approach  of  death,  our 
paUents  have  irresistible  moral  claims  upon  us,  that 
when  confided  to  our  care  they  sha)^  receive  the  best ' 
counsel,  not  that  we  may  happen  to  give,  but  the  best 
that  can  be  given,  and  which  it  is  our  bonnden  duty, 
religiously,  to  qualify  ourselves  to  give,  upon  which 
depends  our  being  the  most  useful,  or  the  most  dangerous 
and  mischievous  members  of  the  community.  It  will' 
happen  to  each  of  you,  probably  more  than  once,  to  be 
summoned  to  a  court  of  justice,  where,  very  possibly, 
the  sentence  depends  almost  alone  upon  the  medical 
evidence.  What  would  be  the  responsibility  if,  through 
your  ignorance,  the  guilty  should  escape,  or  still  more, 
if  the  innocent  should  suffer  ?  Though  it  can  only  be 
the  lot  of  few  to  be  intrusted  vrith  the  lives  of  those 
great  men  who,  by  their  learning,  writings,  or  mechajaical 
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akill,  have  become  the  common  property  of  the  whole 
world;  or  who,  by  their  wisdom  and  eloquence  in 
the  Senate,  change  the  destinies  of  empires ;  or  those 
upon  whom,  from  their  genius  in  the  camp,  the  fate  of 
nations  hang;  yet  it  must  daily,  and  almost  hourly, 
occur  to  every  one  of  you,  however  limited  and  humble 
his  sphere  may  be,  to  have  the  charge  of  the  health  and 
life  of  his  fellow-creatures ;  and  though  possibly  the 
grave  may  tell  no  tales,  nor  friends  blame  us,  yet  how 
can  we  shun  the  harrowing  reproaches  of  our  own 
conscience,  if  through  our  ignorance  or  neglect  any 
human  being  shall  he  hurried  to  that  ''undiscovered 
country,  from  whose  bourne  no  traveller  returns." 
Perhaps — 

"  Cat  off  even  in  the  blotsom  of  his  sin. 
Unhooael'd,  disappointed,  nnanocal'd  i 
No  reekoBJag  mmia,  bat  ient  to  Au  account 
TVith  all  hii  imperfections  on  Aw  bead.'* 

Can  there  be  any  higher  claims  upon  our  exertions  and 
industry  ?     If  there  be,  I  confess  to  know  thera  not. 

The  sciences  of  anatomy,  medicine,  and  surgery,  are, 
after  all,  not  so  very  hard  to  be  acquired.  True,  they 
are  surrounded  by  difficulties,  but  these  are  to  be  over- 
come by  patience  and  labour.  In  this  as  in  every  other 
pursuit,  genius  and  imagination  will  avail  their  pos- 
sessor much,  but  remember,  nothbg  will  compensate 
for  steady  and  constant  attention.  You  all  recollect 
the  fftble  of  the  hare  and  the  tortoise ;  the  moral  of  it 
18  well  worth  constantly  bearing  in  mind  by  every 
student.  Practical  anatomy  consists  of  facts  and 
observations,  which  are  only  to  be  learnt  by  actual 
inspection  in  the  dead  body ;  therefore,  let  me  impress 
upon  you  the  importance  of  dissection.  Depend  upon 
it  the  more  you  dissect  now,  the  more  satisfaction  you 
will  have  hereafter.  In  this  school  there  is  no  excuse 
for  not  becoming  competent  anatomists,  because  there 
10  every  facility  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  it.  Our 
arrangements  for  obtaining  subjects  are  such  that  for 
many  past  sessions  the  supply  has  been  so  abundant 
that  not  all  has  been  used.  I  trust  in  this  session,  not 
that  the  supply  will  be  less  abundant,  but  that  the  demand 
will  be  greater.  I  think  I  have  observed,  not  only  here, 
bat  generally,  (here  has  been  a  growing  disposition  to 
rely  upon  those  well  illustrated  and  beautifully  got  up 
works  upon  anatomy  which  have  of  late  years  issued 
from  the  press,  rather  than  to  undergo  the  trouble  and 
drudgery  of  dissection.  Against  this  let  me  warn  you. 
Illustrations  and  plates  are  most  valuable  assistants  and 
capital  refrethers^  but  they  cannot  teach  anatomy. 
No  roan  was  ever  made,  nor  ever  will  become,  an 
anatomist  in  this  manner.  To  become  an  anatomist 
there  is  no  very  short  cut — no  royal  road  to  proficiency ; 
the  only  way  which  is  open  to  its  votaries  is  that  by 
which  so  many  of  our  predecessors  have  ascended  the 
nigged  path  of  eminence — careful  and  repeated  dissec- 
tions. 
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PUSTCLAR   SbCONDART   StPHILIS. 

Gbntlbmen, — We  have  now  in  the  wards  of  dr 
Queen's  Hospital,  several  cases  of  venereal  diseases  of 
the  skin  of  the  pustular  kind,  and  as  this  is  one  of  fc 
most  important  and  frequent  of  the  secondary  or  ob^ 
stitutional  forms  of  syphilis,  I  shall  draw  your  atteata* 
to  them  in  this  lecture. 

Pustular  syphilis  is  characterised  by  the  empdoa  tf 
pustules  of  various  sizes,  over  a  greater  or  less  exteat 
of  the  whole  surface  of  the  body,  rarely  acooaipiBaBi 
by  any  symtomatic  fever.  It  is  sometimes  confoiaW 
with  other  forms  of  skin  disease,  not  TeDereal,  oathe* 
face.  I  have  known  it  mistaken  for  acne,  espeosDy 
when  the  pustules  are  small,  and  I  have  also  ia  mat 
than  one  instance  seen  it  mistaken  for  small-pox,  ail 
this  very  lately.  Pustular  secondary  syphilis  assBBHi 
several  forms ;  in  one  form  the  postales  are  small  k^ 
numerous,  this  has  been  termed  the  leaticnhr  « 
miliary  pustule;  in  a  second  form  the  pastolei  fl» 
larger  and, not  so  numerous;  and  in  the  tiilrd  fonn  ae 
have  large  single  pustules,  irregularly  dispoaed,  hot  sot 
numerous,  the  patient  may  have  from  ten  to  twenty  sf 
these  pustules,  in  different  stages,  on  Tarioaa  paiti  d 
the  body.  It  ia  fortunate  that  for  the  illostiatioa  of  tftai 
lecture,  there  are  patients  in  the  hospital  witheadi 
form  I  have  described — two  in  Victoria  ward,  and  t 
third  in  the  lower  mens'  detached  ward ;  again,  we  hait 
one  or  two  out-patients  with  die  same  disease,  and  ia 
one  case  I  have  had  casts  made  of  the  eniptioa  it 
different  stages  of  its  progress,  in  ordtsr  to  dunr  yea 
those  changes  in  the  pustule,  which  I  am  about  to  da- 
scribe.  [The  casts  were  here  exhibited  to  the  das.} 
The  secondary  syphilitic  pustule  is  a  yery  comnoa  fin 
of  constitutional  syphilis.  It  generally  oocora  from 
six  to  twelve  months  after  the  primary  poiaoeia^ 
but  I  have  seen  cases,  one  now  in  the  hospital,  where  a 
well-marked  pustular  eruption  occorred  before  Che  pii^ 
marysore  was  healed;  and  again,  I  have  known  wall 
authenticated  cases,  where  pustular  syphilis  has  oecanad 
ten,  twelve,  twenty-seven,  and  thirty  yean 
primary  infection.  It  is  difficult  to  explain  1 
which  I  state  from  my  own  experience,  and  in  which  I 
am  borne  out  by  M.  Casenave  ;*  of  their  truth  tfaeia 
can  be  no  doubt. 

The  syphilitic  pustule  runs  a  very  marked  and  peealkr 
course,  and  I  will  take  a  medium-sized  pustule  for  tfca 
purpose  of  illustrating  the  history  of  this  oonrse,  h^ 
cause  the  progress  I  am  about  to  mention,  is  not  so 
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j^ell  marked  either  in  a  very  small  pustule,  or  a  very 
^large  one.  When  the  syphilitic  pustule  first  appears  on 
'tiie  skin,  it  consists  of  a  portion  of  epidermis  raised  hy 
-ai  small  quantity  of  pus,  but  the  disease  remains  a  very 
.short  time  in  this  state,  sometimes  only  a  few  hours,  at 
snost  not  more  than  a  few  days  ;  the  pustule  becomes 
<araptured,  the  pus  exudes  on  the  surface  of  the  pustule, 
'Which  shrinks  and  dries  up. 

In  the  first  form,  (the  lenticular),  the  pustules  com- 
mence in  small^  red,  elevated  spots,  spread  more  or  less 
orer  the  face,  trunk,  and  aztremities ;  these  spots  sup> 
jpQzaie  at  the  apex,  and  each  spot  contains  a  drop  of 
matter  about  the  size  of  a  large  pin's  head ;  the  pustule 
aoon  breaks,  the  pus  exudes  and  ^ies  on  the  surface  of 
_  the  pastule,  each  of  which  is  then  covered  with  a  small 
crust,  slightly  depressed  in  the  centre.  On  the  fiice 
Jiheae  pustules  very  much  resemble/'  acne." 

In  the  second  form  the  pustules  are  larger,  about  the 
^ize  of  a  pea,  or  the  small-pox  pustule,  these  soon  break 
and  become  covered  with  a  thin,  flat,  or  conical  crust; 
if  the  pustules  are  few  and  isolated,  the  crusts  are  cir- 
cular, but  if  near  together  the  crusts  run  into  each  other 
-and  assume  an  irregular  form.  The  disease,  in  this 
.stage,  has  been  denominated  ''pustulo-crustaceous." 
We  may  see  the  pustule  before  it  has  broken,  surrounded 
-by  a  narrow,  red,  or  livid  areola,  or  the  circular  crust 
where  the  pustule  has  ruptured,  and  the  pus  dried  up, 
^r  confluent  and  irregular  where  the  pustules  have 
heen  near  together. 

The  crust  covers  an  ulcer  which,  when  the  former  is 
detached,  may  be  found  in  varied  conditions,  either 
healthy  and  disposed  to  heal,  deep  and  sloughy  with 
indurated  edges,  or  even  phagedenic.  These  are  se- 
•condary  venereal  ulcers,  succeeding  to  the  rupture  of 
.the  pustule.  The  ulcer  may  heal  under  the  crust  of 
the  pustule,  which  is  a  very  common  circumstance,  but 
.when  it  does  so  it  leaves  behind  il  a  red  cicatrix  always 
jnore  or  less  depressed  in  the  substance  of  the  skin.  If 
the  pustule  have  been  placed  on  the  forehead,  and  have 
been  large  and  long  in  existence,  the  surface  of  the 
bone  is  always  more  or  less  absorbed,  and  a  well-marked 
depression  exists  in  it,  long  after  the  ulcer  has  healed, 
.and  the  skin  has  recovered  its  natural  appearance.  Till 
a  proper  treatment  has  been  adopted,  the  venereal 
jpustule  keeps  constantly  forming  on  the  skin  for  long 
periods,  and  thus  we  commonly  see  the  pustule,  the 
crust,  the  ulcer,  and  the  depressed  and  red  cicatrix  all 
present  in  the  skin  at  the  same  time,  giving  the  malady 
the  appearance  of  a  compound  skin  disease. 

In  pustular  secondary  syphilis,  then,  we  have  four 
distinct  forms  of  local  mischief — the  pustule,  the  crust, 
the  ulcer,  and  the  depressed  and  coloured  cicatrix,  and 
in  the  advanced  stages  of  the  disease  it  almost  invariably 
happens  that  all  these  conditions  are  present  on  the  skin 
at  the  same  time.  In  many  forms  of  pustular  syphilis, 
particularly  the  two  first,  to  which  I  have  drawn  your 
attention,  the  constitutional  disturbance  is  not  so  great 
as  the  extent  of  the  local  malady  would  lead  you  to 
expect ;  thus  in  the  two  cases  which  I  have  shown  you, 
the  general  health  is  little  disturbed.  But  there  are 
other  instances  in  which  the  constitutional  disturbance 


is  so  great  as  to  put  the  life  of  the  patient  in  imminent 
danger ;  we  had  an  example  of  this  lately  in  the 
detached  lower  men's  ward,  in  a  patient  sufiering  from 
the  laige  single  pustules,  (syphilitic  ecthyma.)  This 
patient  was  reduced  to  an  extreme  degree  of  weakness, 
the  extremities  were  oedematous,  he  suffered  from 
hectic  and  night  sweats,  and  was  altogether  in  a  very 
precarious  condition.  Sarsaparilla,  broth,  opiates,  baths, 
with  the  iodine  of  iron,  &c.,  however,  were  successful 
in  restoring  him  to  good  health,  and  he  left  the  hospital 
free  from  any  symptoms  of  syphilis.  All  the  forms 
of  pustular  constitutional  syphilis  are  formidable  diseases, 
and  indicate  a  profound  and  complete  contamination  of 
the  system  by  the  syphilitic  virus.  In  the  second  and 
thurd  forms,  the  general  health  suffers  more  or  less, 
and  a  fatal  termination  may  ensue,  in  which  a  general 
breaking  up  of  the  constitution  takes  place,  preceded 
by  diarrhoea  and  profuse  night  perspirations.  Happily, 
however,  under  a  proper  treatment,  this  is  not  often 
the  case. 

Pustular  syphilis  is  formidable  again,  from  the  marks 
and  depressions  left  on  the  skin,  and  on  the  sur&ces 
of  the  flat  bones  by  the  dcatrices  of  the  ulcers  to  which 
it  gives  rise,  which  may  be  frequently  avoided  if  the 
patient  is  treated  early  and  before  the  rupture  of  the 
pustule ;  it  is  commonly  the  forerunner  of,  if  it  be  not 
accompanied  by,  tubercles  and  diseases  of  the  bones. 
"Pains  in  the  bones,  nodes,  and  periostoses,  commonly 
complicate  pustular  syphilis,  particularly  where  the 
pustules  are  simple  and  large,  the  example  already 
alluded  to,  and  the  patient  in  the  detached  men's  ward 
illustrate  what  I  have  just  said  on  this  point.  We  may 
next  inquire,  gentlemen,  how  such  a  formidable  disease 
is  to  be  treated,  and  here  it  must  be  quite  evident  to 
you  from  what  I  have  said,  and  what  you  have  seen  of 
the  disease,  that  its  stages  are  so  numerous,  its  com- 
plications and  pathology  so  varied,  and  the  conditions 
of  the  general  health  under  which  it  is  met  with,  so 
different,  that  no  specific  treatment  can  be  in  any  way 
applicable  to  pustular  syphilis  considered  as  a  mere 
secondary  venereal  disease.  It  must  be  quite  clear 
that  the  treatment  of  the  miliary  or  impetigenous  pustule 
in  a  patient  in  good  health,  must  totally  differ  from 
that  we  should  adopt  in  a  patient  suffering  from  ecthyma, 
where  the  patient  is  weak  and  the  health  bad,  and  yet 
they  are  both  pustular  secondary  syphilis. 

If  a  patient  be  presented  to  us  for  treatment,  suffer- 
ing from  either  the  first  or  second  form  of  pustular 
syphilis,  and  the  health  be  good  and  the  disease  recent, 
the  following  plan  of  treatment  should  be  followed : — He 
should  first  have  a  smart  aperient  exhibited,  and  be 
placed,  not  upon  a  low  diet  exactly,  but  upon  a  diet 
consisting  of  cocoa,  milk,  broth,  and  farinaceous  matters 
generally ;  no  beer,  wine,  spirits,  or  animal  food,  if  the 
latter  be  permitted  it  should  be  taken  very  sparingly. 
Much  difference  of  opinion  exists  with  regard  to  diet  in 
secondary  syphilis,  but  on  this  point  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  diet,  like  the  medical  treatment,  must  be  varied 
to  suit  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  Of  one  thing  I 
am  certain,  that  should  a  patient  upwards  of  forty, 
become  tainted    with    secondary    syphilis,    and  such 
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patient  has  been  in  the  habit  of  constantly  liTing  well, 
a  low  diet  most  be  adopted  with  great  caution.  Age 
and  habit  have  a  rast  influence  over  secondary  syphilis, 
and  modify  the  course  and  treatment  of  both  very 
materially.  But  to  return,  we  take  one  of  the  patients 
in  the  middle  front  men's  ward  as  a  type  of  the  form 
of  treatment  to  be  adopted  when  the  disease  is  recent, 
the  health  good,  and  the  patient  not  more  than  thirty 
or  thirty-five  years  of  age. 

1st.  An  aperient. 

2nd.'  The  diet  ahready  indicated. 

3rd.  Decoctions  of  the  woods,  with  antimonials. 

4th.  The  ordinary  vapour  or  hot  bath  three  times  a 
week.  The  vapour,  however,  is  far  superior  to  the 
water-bath.  This  treatment  to  be  pursued  for  a  week. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  the  plan  should  be  somewhat 
modified. 

The  diet  should  be  the  same,  a  little  better  if  the 
patient  feels  the  change  in  his  habits  much«  A  tenth 
or  twelfth  of  a  grain  of  the  bin-iodide  of  mercury 
given  as  a  solution  in  water,  with  from  three  to  five 
grains  of  the  iodine  of  potassium.  The  vapour  is  to  be 
dianged  for  the  moist  mercurial  fume,  on  the  plan  I 
have  suggested.  This  to  be  used  three  times  a  week. 
If  the  mercurial  plan  thus  laid  down  be  well  and  care- 
fully regulated  and  arranged,  no  salivation  or  ulceration 
of  the  mouth  or  any  of  the  more  common  and  evil 
effects  of  mercury  will  be  produced.  A  mere  redness, 
with  slight  swelling  and  elevation  of  the  gums  is  all  we 
shall  observe,  and  this  is  enough  for  our  purpose. 

The  bin-iodine  of  mercury,  with  the  iodide  of  potass, 
may  be  discontinued  for  two  days  in  every  eight  or  ten, 
and  an  aperient  again  given. 

If  this  plan  be  carefully  pursued,  we  shall  soon  per- 
ceive a  beneficial  change  in  the  condition  of  our  patient. 
In  the  first  place,  after  two  or  three  days'  treatment  we 
perceive  that  no  more  pustules  appear,  that  the  disposi- 
^tion  to  their  ^formation  is  for  the  time  arrested ;  again, 
the  red  or  copper  coloured  ring  round  the  pustules, 
that  are  covered  with  crusts,  looks  less  ovoid,  and  the 
eruption  looks  more  dead ;  after  a  time  the  crusts  begin 
to  drop  off,  and  we  find  that  in  many  plaees,  where  they 
formed  the  covering  to  ulcers,  that  these  ulcers  have 
healed,  and  that  there  is  a  red  cicatrix  only,  mark- 
ing the  site  of  the  previously  existing  ulcer.  This 
dcatrix,  very  commonly  depressed  more  or  less  in  the 
skin,  forms  a  pit  not  unlike  that  left  by  pustules  of 
small-pox.  The  crust  is  the  best  dressing  to  the  ulcers 
underneath,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  this  is 
proved  by  the  crusts  adhering  till  the  ulcer  has  healed, 
under  a  proper  constitutional  treatment,  and  then 
falling  off.  If,  however,  the  ulcers  are  unhealthy,  and 
disposed  to  spread,  we  find  drops  of  pus  exuding 
through  the  crust,  or  the  crust  falls,  leaving  the  sore 
underneath  in  yery  various  conditions.  To  these  sores 
various  applications  may  be  used.  I  generally  poultice 
them  if  foul,  for  a  day  or  two,  then  wash  them  with  a 
little  bUick  wash,  and  cover  them  with  collodion,  or 
the  solution  of  gutta-percha  in  chloroform,  suggested 
by  Dr.  Graves,  of  Dublin,  If  they  secrete  much,  they 
may  be  dusted  with  starch  and  calomel;   ointments 


are  generally  unsnited  to  these  ukers,  and  uder  oii. 
nary  conditions  the  collodion,  or  gntfca-pecdia  dreaf, 
to  defend  them  from  friction  and  atmoaphetie  inflnoni, 
answers  very  well. 

This  plan  should  be  followed  for  a  month  or  n 
weeks,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  we  shall  fiod  tkt 
the  symptoms  of  pustular  syphilis  have  disappened, 
with  the  exception,  probably,  of  the  red  stains  left  m 
the  site  of  the  ulcers.  If  they  have  been  deep,  it  s 
some  time  before  this  redness  altogetiier  snbsidei,  pa- 
haps  two  months,  or  even  throe,  or  more,  acodrfinsti 
the  severity  of  the  attack.  Treatment  should  not  be 
given  up,  although  it  should  be  modified,  tQl  iD  Ik 
redness  left  on  the  skin  has  disappeared.  If  the  (b* 
struction  of  parts  by  the  ulceralion  has  been  great,  At 
skin  is  far  from  presenting  its  original  heaUliy  ippev- 
ance;  it  remains  puckered,  and  uneven  m  pben» 
resembling  the  appearance  of  the  dcatrioes  pioAnd 
by  a  bum. 

In  the  men's  lower  detached  vrard  we  have  a  pd 
example  of  the  third  form  of  pustular  ayphiUi,  idsi 
systematic  dermatologists  have  named  *'  ecthymi.''  li 
this  patient  the  constitution  has  been  nearly  deibiyai 
by  the  irritation  of  the  disease.  When  admitted  k 
presented  an  illustration  of  the  last  stage  of  sjftife 
cachexia.  He  could  not  stand,  the  extmuliei  «■» 
oedematous,  night  perspirations  profuse,  and  psia  k  A» 
bones  of  the  head  and  legs  very  severe.  Then  isti 
seven  or  eight  large  secondary  idoers,  of  Unl  chanriB^; 
on  the  head,  arms,  and  legs,  whidi  had  resolted  te{ 
the  rupture  of  the  pustules,  and  in  two  piboei  !■»! 
pustules  recently  formed,  which  offered  a  good  iQDrt»j 
tion  of  their  commencement.  The  epidermis  wh  oiH 
by  a  purulent  collection,  of  the  size  of  a  shflfii^  As 
covering  of  which  was  very  thin,  the  pustule  ito4| 
surrounded  by  a  deep  livid-coloured  areola;  the  daw 
which  the  pustule  rested  was  not  indurated. 

I  gave  this  patient  at  first  large  doses  of  opmi,  ■ 
admirable  anti-syphilit'c  in  such  states.  I  have  ^, 
ployed  opium  very  largg^y  in  the  advanced  stags  4 
constitutional  syphilitic  diseases.  Opium  bss,  If  t 
number  of  authorities,  been  extolled  as  a  nmeif  4 
great  value  in  many  forms  of  seoondaiy  sypUi'*  ^ 
its  administration  by  some  suigeons  has  been  cmrfli 
the  extent  of  twenty  or  thirty  gndns  a  day. 
indicated  where  the  health  has  been  broken  by  i 
and  syphilis,  and  its  administration  Is 
followed  by  satisfactory  results.  It  is  of  i 
where  the  nights  are  bad,  and  the  patient enadsSslfll 
feeble,  where  a  general  irritability^tfae  result  «f  ^BJ 


dmsstH 
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cury  and  disease  prevails — appears  to  be 
patient  out.     In  such  cases  opium,  in  large 
almost  magically.     In  many  instances  it  nay 
vantageously  combined  with  other  remediei*  to  i 
exigencies  of  any  particular  case.    I  am  in  the 
prescribing  it  combined  with  guaiacam,  with  veT 
results. 

Opium,  the  warm-bath,  appropriate  dresosgii-^ 
secoDdary  ulcers  produced  by  the  rupture  of  ^  ^M 
tules,  with  beef-tea,  and  decoctions  of  the  «so^H 
the  first  remedies  to  be  employed  in  such  state  •• 
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to  which  I  hare  just  alluded.  As  the  patient  improves, 
the  vapour-bath  must  be  used,  and  the  iodide  of  iron 
giyen.  There  may  be  many  other  syphilitic  symptoms 
present,  with  the  pustular  disease  of  the  skin  and  its 
consequences.  Pustules  are  commonly  complicated 
•with  tubercles,  tophi,  and  almost  always  in  advanced 
forms,  with  pains  or  diseases  in  the  bones.  Such  states, 
of  course,  require  modifications  in  the  treatment  suited 
to  the  exigencies  of  each  particular  case. 


OK  THE 

DIAGNOSIS  OF  CHEONIC  OVAEIAN 

TUMOimS. 

By    E.  J.  TILT,    M.D., 

sSmmt  FkptMoM  to  the  ftrrinffdom  OnMiwJ  DiqWBMry  mai  Lfinff'in 
Ckarify,  amd  to  tkt  FaddingUn  Frte  Dt^penstttj  for  Diteaoea  tf  Women 
amdCMldrtu. 

^  Hipdmpi  marionun  at  plarimtiin  ■terilei  uinosatqxie  nralierM  occopat 
diSleiilter  eognicltor  et  m  siac  aeetio  cadaTera.'*— BocrAaare  fJpk. 

W  Benal  Cytts  ntay  be  mistaken  for  Ovarian  Tlimourg. 

Xnctsted  cysts  of  the  kidney,  containing  a  fluid 
'which  has  none  of  the  characteristics  of  urine  are  some- 
times met  with,  and  Dr.  Bright  judiciously  observes, 
that  perhaps  of  all  errors  made  in  the  dia^osis  of 
kidney  disease,  the  most  frequent  has  been  to  consider 
4he  enlarged  kidney  as  an  ovarian  or  an  uterine  tumour. 

Cage. — We  have  seen,  says  Caseau,  {Bui,  de  la 
Society  Analwnigtte,)  a  renal  tumour  which  gave  the 
abdomen  the  appearance  of  a  woman  six  months  gone 
with  child.  It  lifted  up  the  ribs  and  filled  the  left  si^e 
of  the  abdomen,  extending  into  the  iliac  fossa.  The 
tomour  was  fluctuating  in  part  of  its  extent,  and  it  had 
-displaoed  the  intestines  right  and  left.  All  who  ex- 
amined the  patient,  except  M.  Caillard,  thought  that 
the  left  ovary  was  the  seat  of  the  disorder,  but  on  open- 
ings the  body,  an  encephaldfd  cancer  of  the  kidney  was 
foand. 

M.  Ripault  presented  to  the  same  Society  an  acepha- 
locystie  cyst  of  the  kidney,  which  had  been  mistaken 
for  ovarian  dropsy ;  but  the  most  interesting  case  of 
Tenal  cyst  simulating  an  ovarian,  not  only  in  its  general 
appearance,  but  even  in  its  termination,  is  given  by 
Dr.  James  Johnson  in  his  Review,  CVol.  ii.) 

Cflw. — A  woman  about  30  years  of  age,  complained  of 
considerable  pain  in  the  side  when  pregnant  of  her  third 
«hOd.  She  became  easier  after  her  delivery,  which  was 
not  impeded  by  a  tumour,  easily  felt  after  her  confine- 
ment, and  supposed  to  be  ovarian,  by  Dr.  Johnson  and 
five  other  medical  men.  A  few  days  after  delivery  the 
liatient  was  drenched,  while  in  bed,  by  a  milky  fluid, 
which  she  said  was  similar  to  the  milky  water  she  had 
•sometimes  passed  before  pregnancy,  so  the  tumour  dis- 
appeared, but  the  patient's  strength  failed  and  she  died. 
This  fluid  was  by  some  supposed  to  have  come  from  the 
;  S'allopian  tube,  by  others  from  the  bbdder,  but  k  post- 
vmtortem  examination  proved  that  the  ovaries  and  tubes 


were  perfectly  healthy,  and  that  the  cyst  was  found  to 
be  an  immense  bag  formed  by  the  capsule  of  the  kidney, 
prodigiously  distended,  communicating  with  the  bladder. 
It  contained  full  three  pints  of  the  fluid  and  had  probably 
contained  five  or  six  quarts.  The  pelvis  of  the  kidney 
had  become  sufficiently  distended  to  line  the  inner  sur- 
face of  the  sac,  while  the  glandular  substance  expanded 
between  the  pelvic  and  capsular  tissues,  formed  papilliary 
bodies  which  covered  the  cyst,  and  secreted  the  milky 
fluid.  There  was  no  trace  of  peritoneal  inflammation. 
The  milky  urine  and  the  invariable  exacerbations  of 
pain  in  the  lumbar  region,  when  the  urine  became 
scanty  or  assumed  its  natural  or  a  higher  colour  would 
furnish  a  help  to  diagnosis  in  a  similar  case.  Here  the 
accoucheur  was  to  blame  for  not  having  investigated 
the  tumour  immediately  after  parturition. 

In  the  beginning  of  renal  enlargements  it  would  be 
difficult  to  fall  into  this  error.  The  pain,  if  any,  would 
be  referred  more  to  the  seat  of  the  kidneys  than  to  the 
ovarian  region,  the  tumour  would  be  found  more  or 
less  isolated  from  the  iliac  region  occupying  the  upper 
portion  of  the  abdomen,  and  descending  from  it,  but 
when  the  practitioner  only  sees  the  case  after  the  tumour 
has  attained  its  greatest  size,  the  diagnosis  is  extremely 
difficult.  The  tumour  will  present  the  same  abdominal 
appearance — the  same  fluctuating  tumour  surrounded 
by  intestines ;  the  general  symptoms  are  the  same ;  the 
menstrual  function  is  not  seriously  deranged,  and  even 
if  an  exploratory  tapping  were  made,  it  would  not  de- 
cide the  question.  It  is  true  that  we  may  gather  pre- 
sumptive evidence  from  the  previous  history  of  the  case, 
but  in  the  absence  of  decisive  proof,  encysted  tumours 
of  the  kidney  are  liable  to  be  taken  for  ovarian  dropsy 
so  long  as  the  one  disease  remains  frequent  and  the 
other  rare.  , 

0)    A  Distended  Bladder  has  been  mistaken  for  an 
Ovarian  Cyst, 

We  are  ashamed  to  say,  that  there  are  well  authen« 
ticated  instances  of  this  mistake  besides  the  one  Dr. 
Copland  mentions  having  seen,  and  this  shows  to 
what  fatal  results  an  unpardonable  want  of  care  may 
lead.  By  following  the  precept  to  empty  the  bladder 
before  making  any  very  minute  investigation  of  a 
patient's  case,  such  mistakes  may  generally  be  avoided, 
when  the  bladder  is  healthy.  It  may  however  be,  that 
the  retroverted  womb  presses  so  hard  upon  the  neck  of 
the  bladder  that  the  free  passage  of  the  urine  is  pre- 
vented, and  the  distended  bladder  rises  like  a  smooth 
round  tumour  from  the  pelvic  region;  but  then  the 
position  of  the  tumour,  and  its  distinct  fluctuation, 
points  out  its  nature,  and  when  the  uterus  is  replaced 
by  means  of  the  uterine  sound,  a  catheter  may  be  intro- 
duced to  draw  off*  the  contents  of  the  bladder.  But  the 
bladder  may  be  pressed  upon  by  a  tumour  so  as  to  be 
divided  into  two  equal  cavities,  ns  in  the  following  in- 
teresting case,  related  in  our  work  "  On  Diseases  of 
Menstruation  and  Ovarian  Inflammation,"  p.  36  :~- 

Case. — A  woman,  aged  forty-five,  had  been  long 
suffering  from  some  undefined  abdominal  complaint 
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before  enteriog  La  Chariti^,  on  February  15tli,  1848. 
The  abdomen  was  nniformly  enlai|^,  and  tender  when 
preaaed;  there  was  also  retention  of  vrine;  and 
on  introdocing  the  catheter  the  hutnunent  took  a 
perpendicnhu-  direction  against  the  pubes,  and  only  a 
few  ounces  of  nrine  were  voided,  though  on  percussion, 
the  bUulder  still  sounded  as  if  full.  The  male  oatiieter 
was  then  substituted  for  the  female,  and  Dr.  Biandie, 
with  some  trouble,  and  by  ezercismg  a  moderate  degree 
of  force,  penetrated  into  a  second  portion  of  the  bladder, 
and  evacuated  from  two  to  three  pints  of  urine.  This 
'  operation  was  daily  performed  with  the  same  difficulties. 
All  this  was  esteemed  by  Dr.  Casean  to  bo  the  result 
of  an  ovarian  tumonr ;  in  Professor  Velpean's  opinion 
it  was  caused  by  an  uterine  tumour ;  but  Dr.  Bayer 
prudentiy  forebore  giving  any  diagnosis.  The  patient 
lingered  for  several  days  with  increased  abdominal  pain^ 
fever,  and  weakness,  and  then  died. 

Po€t-m6rtem  Examination. — ^We  found  general  peri- 
tonitis, with  considerable  effusion.  The  bladder  was 
enlarged,  and  presented  traces  of  chronic  inflammation, 
and  a  few  gangrenous  spots;  the  uterus  and  ovaries 
were  without  adhesion.  To  explain  the  peculiarity  of 
the  patients  symptoms,  we  found  between  the  bladder 
and  the  rectum  a  globular  tumonr,  about  fbe  sise  of  a 
cocoa-nut.  Its  parietes  were  very  thin,  firm,  and 
fibrous.  It  contained  a  yellow  fluid,  of  the  colour 
and  fluidity  of  ordinary  uriue.  It  was  this  tnmour 
which  pressed  on  the  bladder  against  the  pubea,  and 
80  divided  it  into  two  cavities,  that  on  sounding  the 
woman  it  w'as  not  difficult  to  penetrate  into  the  smaller 
cavity,  but  it  required  greater  force  and  a  longer 
instrument  to  enter  the  second  portion.  This  woman 
had  been  carefully  examined  by  some  of  the  most 
eminent  men  in  Paris,  yet  the  explorations  per  rectum 
and  per  vaginam  separatdy,  did  not  lead  to  the  detection 
of  the  tumour,  perhaps  on  account  of  its  uniform  elas- 
ticity ;  but  had  the  double  touch  been  put  in  practice, 
the  tumour  would  bave  been  detected;  and  if  its 
detection  had  taken  place  before  the  supervention  of 
general  peritonitis,  the  patient's  life  might  have  been 
prolonged.  In  reference  to  this  case  we  may  remark, 
that  had  the  patient  fallen  into  inexperienced  hands, 
force  might  have  been  employed  in  the  usual  direction 
of  the  female  urethra,  the  cyst  might  have  been  per- 
forated, and  its  contents  evacuated,  and  looked  upon  as 
nrine.  One  of  two  things  would  then  have  occurted — 
the  inflammation  of  the  cyst,  as  a  conseqizence  of  the 
ingress  of  urine  to  its  cavity,  and  ultimate  death ;  or 
adhesive  inflammation  might  have  taken  place,  and  the 
patient  have  been  cured  without  the  nature  of  her 
complaint  being  ascertained. 

If  the  tumour  itself  cannot  be  easily  made  out,  it  will 
be  difficult  not  to  be  impressed  that  the  bladder  is  not 
the  principal  seat  of  the  disease.  By  careful  manipula- 
tions with  the  male  sound,  it  will  be  possible  to  penetrate 
into  the  second  cavity  of  the  bladder,  and  if  so,  by  the 
withdrawal  of  the  urine  it  contains,  we  also  subtract 
from  the  complicated  problem  the  element  bladder; 
if  that  be  not  possible,  we  may  attempt,  in  some  cases, 
to  do  like  Madame  Boivm,  to  force  up  the  tumour.     * '  I 


introduced,  (says  this  eminent  lady,)  a  bent  inotnuneat, 
shaped  Uke  a  spoon,  between  a  tumour  and  the  intensl' 
hce  of  the  pubis,  and  then,  by  pressing  from  abors 
downwards,  and  firom  before  towards  the  bad:,  I  was  st 
last  able  so  to  compress  the  tumour  as  to  permit  the 
the  introduction  of  the  catheter."  Should  it  be  impos- 
sible to  dispkioe  the  tumour,  we  must  then  be  guided 
by  the  history  of  the  case, — ^by  the  state  of  tiie  uiine, 
which  will  be  littie  affected  if  the  bUdder  is  not 
the  principal  disease,  and  the  practitioner  must  wmi 
until  the  growth  of  the  tumour  rdieves  the  bladder 
from  its  pemidons  interference.  If  the  bladder  is  is 
itself  diseased,  it  may  give  rise  to  a  very  pardonaUe 
error  of  diagnosis.    Thus  we  read  in  Morgagni : — 

Cow. — A  woman,  40  years  of  age,  was  mudi  troubled 
with  floodings,  leucorrhoea,  hypogastric  pain,  and  that 
a  swelling  was  felt,  rising  from  the  pubes  to  within  n 
inch  of  the  naveL  The  patient  was  also  snbiect  to 
vomiting,  and  to  strangury,  and  was  soppoaed  to  ht 
afflicted  with  cancer  of  the  womb.  On  PTaminatlflH 
after  death  the  tumour  was  found  to  be  an  eaotmom 
bladder,  the  walls  of  which  were  so  hypertrophjed  as  ti 
be  formed  of  a  hard  white  substance,  as  thick  as  the 
littie  finger.  Above  the  pubes  this  bladder  wis  uutad 
to  the  abdominal  waUs.  Uterine  lesions  exi^aSned  t^ 
uterine  symptoms. 

Remarks. -^Th\a  case  is  interesting,  not  onlysnitadl^ 
but  as  a  proof  of  the  gratifying  improvement  of  me&al 
art.  Such  a  case  in  these  days  would  not  be  mistahw 
for  cancer  of  the  womb.  The  speculum  would  hsiv 
shown  that  the  womb  was  not  thus  afiected,  the  ] 
of  a  catheter  would  have  shown  the  dimensions  to  i 
the  bladder  had  attained,  the  nature  of  the  uine  ^ 
probably  have  been  shown  by  chemical  testa. 

A  large  abscess  developed  in  the  anterior  wall  of  the 
bladder  has,  it  appeared,  (Sepul.,  sect.  21,  da.  &J 
been  taken  for  prognancy,  and  might,  tberelbte.  he- 
taken  for  ovarian  dropsy,  but  the  modes  of  irramiaatim 
already  alluded  to  would  prevent  sudi  a  mistake. 

(™)  An  Ovarian  Tumour  have  been  mistakm  fir  m 
Distended  Bladder. 

An  interesting  case  pf  this  has  been  comnumicatBd 
to  us. 

Caae.-^k  lady  came  under  Mr.  Harvey's  csre  fo- 
disease  of  the  middle  ear,  and  consequent  meningitii,  ^ 
which  she  died,  but  two  or  three  days  previous  to  bar 
deoease  a  etqfposed  retention  of  urine  took  place.  As  tihe 
patient  wv  comatose,  no  information  could  be 
from  her,  and  it  was  natural  to  suppose  that  a 
round  tumour,  about  the  size  of  a  child's  head, 
in  the  centre  of  the  hypogastric  region,  was  the 
tended  bladder,  but  on  passing  the  catheter,  no  i 
was  withdrawn,  and  the  tumour  remained  un( 
Its  appearance  was  so  similar  to  that  of  the 
that  both  Mr.  Harvey  and  another  practitioner 
deceived,  and  from  time  to  time  reintrodaoed 
catheter,  but  with  no  better  success. 

On  opening  the  body,  death  was  ex^ained  by 
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ordinary  lesions  of  meningitis.  The  suppression  of 
urine  might,  perhaps,  be  accounted  for,  by  a  granolar 
state  of  the  kidneys  j  and  the  hypogastric  tamour  was 
a  pilifieroas  ovarian  cyst,  containing  atiieromatoos 
matter,  with  hair,  and  a  fragment  of  bone,  resembling 
a  portion  of  the  maxilla  bone,  from  which  arose  five 
teeth.  If  the  patient  had  not  been  moribund,  we  have 
no  doubt  that  those  who  attended  the  case  would  have 
required  the  convictioii  of  its  being  orariani  by  ex- 
amining it  carefully  J  as  it  was,  they  provided  against 
the  retention  of  urine.  The  urine,  had  it  passed,  would 
have  indicated  the  granular  state  of  the  kidneys. 
11,  York  Street,  Portman  Square. 


{Medical  Ot^ette.iol. 
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ON  SYPHILIS  AND  GONrOEUHCEA. 
Bt  W.  a.  COX,  Esa.,  Bath. 


Rnd  at  tke  Qfuirttrlf  MeHimffcftU  Bath  ndBHtM  Bnmtk,  Oft,  7»  181^8. 

The  question  I  submit  to  the  consideration  of  this- 
meeting  is, — "  Can  Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea  coexist  in 
the  same  person  ?*' 

This,  it  appears  to  me,  is  not  a  mere  abstract  and 
theoretical  question,  but  one  of  deep  importance, 
because  bearing  on  every-day  practice.  The  more 
than  half  a  century  that  has  elapsed  since  John 
Hunter's  death,  has  not  only  very  much  modified  our 
practice  in  the  treatment  of  venereal  disease,  but  in  its 
experience  has  shown  us  that  the  determination  of  what 
is  and  what  is  not  a  true  syphilitic  sore  is  not  assisted 
by  the  existence  of  such  marked  characters  as  that 
great  suigeon  appears  to  have  thought.  Sores  of  a 
character  apparently  the  most  innocent  will  every  now 
and  then  be  followed  by  well-marked  secondary  symp- 
toms;  so  that  at  last  we  seem  driven  to  M.  Ricord's 
conclusion,  that  there  is  absolutely  no  sufficient  test  of 
what  is  and  what  is  not  a  true  syphilitic  sore,  except 
the  production  of  another  sore  of  a  similar  character 
in  the  same  patient  by  inoculation  from  the  virus  of  the 
original;  a  conclusion  which  Mr.  B.  Cooper  has  also 
amved  at.    {Medical  Gaiettef  vol.  xliii.,  p.  996.) 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  surgeon's  reputation  may 
he  very  seriously  aifected  by  this  diificulty,  if  not 
impossibility,  of  absolute  diagnosis.  Mr.  Lawrence 
says : — "  The  first  effect  of  the  venereal  poison  may  be 
an  ulcer  quite  superficial,  or  a  mere  excoriation  without 
loss  of  substance.  Many  consider  that  sudi  appear- 
ances are  not  syphilitic.  I  regard  them  just  as  much 
so  as  the  other  forms:  they  give  rise  to  secondary 
syphilitic  s3rmptoms :"  and  then  he  gives  a  case  in  a 
gentleman  of  "acute  syphilitic  iritis,  of  which  (he 
says)  the  characters  were  so  well  marked  that  I  imme- 
diately told  him  he  had  venereal  disease  of  the  eye." 
He  denied  having  contracted  a  venereal  affection ;  but 
there  was  a  scaly  venereal  eruption  about  him,  and  he 
acknowledged  to  a  sUght  excoriation  which  did  not  heal 
completely  for  a  few   weeks,  and  was  declared  by  a 


medical  man  not  to  be  venereal, 
xxi.,  p.  743.) 

Let  me  take  another  case  :-^A  young  man  api^ies 
with'gooorrhoea,  which  he  says  he  has  had  two  months. 
He  has  also  a  sore  on  the  prepuce,  which  is  indurated 
and  in  a  state  of  phimosis.  I  do  not  mean  that  the 
sore,  but  that  the  pr^uce,  was  indurated  j^that  kind 
of  indnration  so  well  described  by  Mr.  Skey  as  ''soft 
tbidnming."  There  was,  besides,  an  incipient  tumour 
in  the  right  groin.  '  In  this  case  the  opinion  entertained 
by  the  surgeon  is,  that  the  ulceration  is  syphilitic--that 
it  would  lead  to  secondary  symptoms ;  and,  therefore, 
that  it  should  be  treated  with  mercury.  It  is  so  treated, 
and  the  sore  heals. 

By  some  this  has  been  considered  as  of  great  import* 
anoe  in  forming  a  diagnosis ;  and  no  doubt  it  is.      But 
si|>pOTe  a  different  case;   suppose  such  a  case  as  the 
above,  complicated  with  such  a  state  of  health  as  to 
render  the  exhibition  of  mercury  hardly  admissible, 
how  invaluable  would   be  any  means  of  determining 
that  the  ulcer  was  absolutely  not  syphilitic.      Suppose 
that  such  test  is  to  be  found  in  the  coexistence  of 
gonocrhosB,  how  cheerfully  should  we  speak  to  our 
patient,  and  pohit  out  to  liim  that,  smarting  as  he  might 
bSf  mdar  ardor  urinse, — ^racked  as  he  might  be  during 
the  stffl  midnight  with  terrible  chordee ;— labour  as  he 
might,  to  squeeze  some  few  drops  of  urine  through  a 
striotured  urethra— yet,  he  had  this  consolation,  that  as 
he  had  gonorrhoea,  the  sore  which  accompanied  it  was 
innocent  and  not  syphilitic;— that  now  there  was  no 
neoessity  of  loosening  his  teeth  with  mercury,  whilst 
we  sickened  his  stomach  with  copaiba.    Nay,  we  might 
add,  that  as  gonorrhoea  and  syphilis  could  not  coexist, 
he,  for  the  time  at  least,  bore  a  charmed  life;  that  if, 
uahappily,  he  should,  whilst  having  a  gonorrhoea,  fall 
again  into  temptation,  tmder  the  consequences  of  which 
he  was  then  smarting,  he  might  make  his  mind  easy. 
It  would  not  be  necessary,  at  any  rate,  to  attend  the 
schools  of  Paris  to  learn  how  he  might  indulge  in  his 
amours  without  danger;    for    he  was  safe — ^he  had 
gonorrhoea ;  possibly  he  might  increase  it,  but  syphilis 
he-oould  not  contract;  and  though  he  might  tell  us 
that  this  sore  had  appeared  some  considerable  time 
after  the  gonorrhoea,  and,  indeed,  after  another  illicit 
intercourse  into  which  he  had  been  tempted,  we  might 
assure  him  there  was  no  danger ; — syphilis  it  could  not 
be^  and  secondary  symptoms  it  would  not  produce.     It 
might  not,  indeed,  be  so  easy  to  determine  what  was  a 
true  syphilitic  sore;    but  about  the  gonorrhoea  there 
could  be  no  doubt';  and  where  it  was,  syphilis  could  not 
exist.      It  is  only  to  be  feared  that  such  a  scientific 
discovery,  presenting  us  as  it  does  with  perfect  diagnosis 
and  absolute  prophylaxis,  might  be  seized  on  by  the 
faster  portion  of  our  population,  and  that  our  Lotharios 
might  be  willing  to  compound  for  an  immunity  from 
syphilis  by  possessing  an  unimportant  gonorrhoea;  and 
thus  our  respect  for  the  public  morals  might  compel  us 
to  keep  to  ourselves  a  fact  so  dangerous  to  their  purity. 

But,  is  it  a  £act  that  syphilis  and  gonorrhoea  cannot  ' 
coexist  ?    I  am  not  aware  of  any  authority  which  can  be 
quoted  in  support  of  the  assertion.     So  far  from  its 


558 


CHELTENHAM  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 


bemg  9  general  opinion,  the  very  rerene  appears  to  be 
vinrcnaUy  implied,  and  to  be  accepted  by  writers  as  a 
ftee  of  wbicli  there  is  no  doabt. 

Mr.  Lawrence  expressly  acknowledges  it.  He  says: — 
'<Now  we  do  occasionally  find  that  the  two  diseases 
exist  together ;  but  this  is  comparatively  rare/'  {Lanctl, 
of  March  13th,  1830,  p.  810.) 

In  the  reports  of  the  Lock  Hospital,  as  reported  in  the 
Lancet,  of  October  25th,  1834,  p.  189,  wiU  be  Ifmnd 
eases  of  syphilis  and  gonorrhoea  coeodstent  in  the  ssstte 
patient. 

Dr.  Fenwick  gives,  in  the  Medical  Gazette^  a  report 
of  943  cases.  Of  these,  252  were  cases  of  simple 
gonorrhoea ;  in  1 70,  scares  existed  with  gononhoea ;  and 
in  521,  sores  existed  alone.  It  has  occurred  to  me,  hi 
looking  over  this  paper,  that  the  question  of  the  non- 
coexistence  of  these  two  diseases  appears  never  to  have 
entered  his  mind.  He  addresses  himself  not  to  that 
qnestion,  but  to  the  advantage  of  giving  mercury  when 
such  8  combination  exists. 

The  only  other  authority  I  will  draw  attention  to  is 
Bayer,  who,  when  treating  on  syphilitic  diseases  of  the 
akin,  speaks  of  what  he  caUs  the  simple  venefeal  nicer, 
the  vemerola  vulgaris  of  Evans,  and  the  common 
chancre  of  several  French  pathologists.  He  says  they 
are  '<  the  most  common  of  all  forms  of  venereal  ulcer ;" 
''  they  are  frequently  accompanied  with  blenorriMoa 
of  the  glans,  with  urethral  gonorrhoea,  and  with 
phimosis;"  and  "  that  he  has  lobserved  every  variety 
of  yenereal  eruption  and  venereal  growth  as  conse- 
quences of  these  sores." 

But  may  I  not  appeal  to  the  experience  of  every 
man  who  has  had  even  limited  opportunities  of  judging 
whether  he  has  not  repeatedly  met  with  gonorrhoea 
complicated  with  sores,  which  in  other  cases  he  shoidd 
have  said  immediately  were  syphilitic,  and  treated  as 
such. 
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Reported  under,  the  Terms  proposed  bjf  tlie  Aetodaiion. 

By  OcnxTs  Apebtits. 


VhUion  qf  the  Popliteal  Artery  and  Vein—Contttsion 
qf  the  Popliteal  Nerve—Gangrene^Death, 

Georob  Ludlow,  waggoner,  aged  36,  was  admitted 
mto  the  Cheltenham  General  Hospital  on  the  evening 
of  May  30th,  1852,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Eves.  He 
fell  as  he  was  jumping  from  a  waggon  loaded  with  a  ton 
of  coal,  the  wheel  of  wluch  passed  over  his  knee.  The 
accident  happened  near  Tewkesbury,  at  noon  on  the 
29th.  He  is  said  to  have  lost  an  enormous  quantity  of 
blood.  The  surgeons  who  saw  him  at  Tewkesbury 
thought  him  too  we^  to  be  sent  here  until  the  evening 
•f  the  30th.    When  ^en  at  eleven  p.m.  the  following 


symptoms  were  present : — Two  small  woimds  in  thi 
anterior  aspect  of  the  knee,  and  a  wound,  sboit  two 
inches  in  length,  running  obliquely  across  the  popttteal 
space ;  leg  perfectly  cold,  and  slij^Uy  diseoloiired,  the 
lower  two-thirds  being  devoid  of  sensibility ;  patieat  in 
a  state  of  extreme  exhaustion,  but  free  from  luBmonfaase. 
He  was  ordered  a  mixture,  containing  aether,  ammoiiia, 
and  opium,  and  to  have  wine.  A  hot-waier  botde  vas 
applied  to  the  foot,  and  the  Isg  was  enveloped  in  ooOon- 
wool. 

3l8t — ^Leg  more  discoloured,  but  not  so  cold ;  tiioe 
is  alight  sensibility  in  the  foot;  pulse  very  feeUe,-aad 
he  is  very  prostrate.  Ordered  an  egg  beat  up  in  bnndj, 
(half  an  ounce,)  three  times  a  day,  and  as  mudi  M- 
tea  as  he  can  take.  On  consultation,  Mr.  Fowier  and 
Dr.  Eves  thought  the  patient  too  depressed  to  aostiia 
the  operation  of  removal  of  the  limb,  oonoeinDg  tJbat  in 
all  probability  it  would  at  once  destroy  life^  it  vai 
determined,  therefore,  to  wait  and  watch  if  an  opporta- 
nity  for  the  operation  shoold  occur. 

June  lst.«-*Leg  quite  cold,  and  he  has  not  tka 
slightest  feeling  in  it ;  he  was  delirious  neaily  all  hit 
niigbty  but  says  he  feels  stronger  to-day ;  bowda  were 
opened  yesterday;  pulse  130,  very  weak.  Ordered 
one  pint  of  porter,  in  addition  to  ^gga  and  brandy. 

He  died  on  the  morning  of  the  2nd,  at  seven  o'docL 

Aniopey.-^l^  in  a  complete  state  of  gangrene  wiA 
large  vesications  over  the  foot ;  deep  disoolouratioa  oo 
the  back  of  the  thigh,  extending  nearly  to  the  hip ;  the 
popliteal  artery  and  vein  were  both  divided;  the  arterj 
was  blocked  up  by  a  coagulum  an  inch  and  a  half  in 
extent,  which  was  rather  adherent  to  its  inner  coat,  the 
vessels  of  which  coat  were  minutely  injected  in  the  part 
contiguous  to  the  clot;  the  divided  extremity  of  tk 
artery  was  closed  by  contraction  of  its  walls,  the  edges 
of  which  were  gathered  in  as  it  were,  forming  a  rcnmdcd 
termination;  the  vein  was  blocked  by  a  ooagnfaiffl 
about  two  inches  in  length,  but  which  was  not  m 
adherent  to  its  inner  coat  as  that  in  the  artery;  the 
popliteal  nerve  was  not  divided,  but  the  pait  cor- 
responding to  the  division  of  the  vessels  was  altered  in 
appearance,  and  presented  a  dark  colour,  and  softeoed 
structure:  below  this  for  about  an  inch  it  looked 
healthy,  and  still  lower  down  it  was  implicated  in  the 
common  gangrene  of  tlie  leg. 

Obeervatione, — It  is  quite  clear  that  in  this  case  the 
only  chance  of  saving  the  patient's  life,  if  he  had  bees 
seen  soon  enough,  would  have  been  by  removing  tibe 
limb  above  the  knee.  I  am  unaware  what  state  be  was 
in  when  first  seen  by  the  surgeons  on  the  spot,  or  what 
means  were  used  to  suppress  haemorrhage.  In  aS 
probability  a  surgeon  would  he»tate  to  amputate  in  s 
case  ^ere  the  external  injury  appeared  so  slight,  par* 
ticularly  if  the  bleeding  had  ceased,  considering  aho 
that  wounds  of  the  popliteal  artery  have  been  suceesrfoSr 
treated  by  ligature.  It  must  be  recollected,  however, 
that  the  circumstances  of  this  case  differ  from  those  of 
a  punctured  wound  of  the  artery;  and  we  may  legiti- 
mately infer,  that  a  force  sufficient  to  divide  the  sxtsT, 
applied  as  it  was  in  this  case,  must  necessarily  gmtfr 
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injure  the  popUtoal  and  peronoeal  nerreg,  and  in  all 
probabiMty  divide  the  veia.  So  that  in  a  similar  case 
of  a  eamhiud  and  lacerated  wound  in  the  popliteal  space, 
with  excessive  hsmorrhage,  the  diagnosis  would  be, 
that  the  popliteal  arterj  was  wounded,  seeing  that  there 
is  no  other  vessel  there  which  could  pour  blood  so 
pfolusely ;  and  if  this  artery  was  wounded*  it  would 
follow  as  an  almost  unavoidabie  consequence,  that  the 
great  nerves  and  veins  would  be  so  much  injured,  that 
sphacelus  would  ensue  in  the  limb.  CVom  this  it  may 
be  infiBrred,  that  in  such  a  case  the  only  rational  treat- 
ment would  be  immediate  amputation,  if  the  patient 
was  able  to  bear  it« 

The  dissection  in  this  case  was  interesting,  as  affording 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  first  steps  taken  by  Nature 
for  restraining  hemorrhage  from  a  large  vessel ;  it  was 
seen  that  the  divided  extremity  of  the  artery  was  con- 
tracted or  gathered  in,  as  It  were,  at  its  edges ;  then,  in 
all  probability,  syncope  supervening,  caused  the  forma- 
tion of  the  clot,  by  enabling  the  contraction  to  resist 
the  force  of  the  dreulation,  diminished  in  power  as  it 
would  be  by  the  fointnees.  The  effusion  of  lymph, 
preparatory  to  the  final  stage  of  obliteration,  appeared 
to  have  commenced,  as  evidenced,  by  adhesion  of  the 
dot  to  the  walls  of  the  artery. 

In  the  treatment  of  incited  wounds  of  the  popliteal 
artery,  the  plan  to  be  adopted  consists  in  applying  a 
ligature  to  both  ends  of  the  vessel ;  compresaon  is 
ineificient  and  dangerous.  Boyer  (TVotf^  dea  Maiadiis 
CMrurffieaietf  p.  286,)  relates  a  case  in  which  a  young 
man  received  a  wound  on  the  external  part  of  the 
knee-joint,  by  means  of  large-pointed  scissors  used  by 
harness  makers;  the  instrument  penetrated  between 
the  femur  and  the  tendon  of  the  biceps  muscle,  and 
wounded  the  ix>pUteal  artery.  Considerable  htemorrbge 
followed,  which  was  arrested  by  pressure.  At  the  end 
of  some  days,  after  a  hasty  movement,  the  bleeding 
recommenced,  and  was  restrained  by  a  stronger  com- 
pression. A  third  heemorrluige  occurred,  and  was 
arrested  by  a  bandage  applied  still  more  tightly.  The 
Hmb  now  swelled  enormously,  and  became  mottled, 
livid,  and  cold.  Boyer  being  called  in  fionsultation, 
(the  leg  being  already  gangrenous  as  far  as  the  knee,) 
removed  the  limb,  and  cured  the  patient.  On  dis- 
section the  artery  was  found  opened  on  its  outer 
aspect  to  the  extent  of  two  lines. 


Probable  Fracture  of  the  Ribs,  with  Emphyiema  and 
Draumatic  Htsmothorax, 

William  Hampton,  aged  38,  was  admitted  into  the 
Cheltenham  General  Hospital,  under  Dr.  Eves,  April 
30th,  1852,  a  cart  wheel  having  passed  over  the  lower 
part  of  the  thorax,  the  cart  itself,  according  to  his  own 
statements,  weighing  9^  cwt.,  and  being  at  the  time 
loaded  with  18  cwt.  of  coal.  He  states,  moreover,  that 
the  wheel  passed  quite  over  his  body.  At  night  he  was 
in  a  state  of  alarming  exhaustion. 

Preeeni  eondHUm. — May  2nd. — The  right  side  is 
much  bruised,  and  there  exists  an  emphysematous 
condition,  extending  firom  the  seat  of  the  contusion,  up 


to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  clavicle ;  there  1^  great 
pain  on  pressure,  both  over  the  right  side  of  the  6hest 
and  abdomen;  his  tongue  is  covered  with  a  wkitish 
fur;  the  face  is  flushed;  pulse  78.  On  the  mon^g 
after  the  accident  he  was  unable  to  pass  his  watec, 
which  waS)  accordingly,  drawn  off  with  a  catheter, 
smce  which  he  has  sufbred,  to  a  certain  extent,  from 
haematuria.— R.  Ant.  Pot.  Tart.,  gr.  j. ;  Liquor  Opis 
Sod.,  dr.  ss. ;  Mist.  Camph.,  02.  yj.  M.  Sumat.  oz.  ss., 
secundis  horis.  He  has  already  taken  two  aperient 
pills,  which  have  acted  on  the  bowels. 

3rd.*<-General  symptoms  much  the  same;   tongue 
stnnewhat  browner  than  yesterday;  pulse  84  ;  respira- 
tions short,  shallow,  and  laboured,  40  in  the  minute ; 
ia  unable  to  take  a  deep  breath  without  causing  great  pain  . 
about  the  7th  and  8th  ribs. 

Phyzieal  Signe.  —  Emphysema  much  diminished; 
oomplete  dulness  and  resistance  to  the  finger  on  percus- 
sion over  the  lower  and  front  part  of  the  chest,  extending 
upwards  to  within  an  inch  of  the  nipple;  movement  of 
expanaion  less  on  this  side.  There  is  still  much  pain 
on  pressure.  In  the  upper  part  of  the  right  lung  the 
respiration  is  short  and  jerking.  Over  the  sixth,  seventh, 
and  eighth  ribs  the  murmurs  are  barely  audible ;  but 
there  may  be  detected  a  fow  cracklings  (probable  folsa 
pleural  ronchi),  occurring  just  under  the  ear.  On  the 
left  side  there  exists  a  compensatory  respir^on. — 
R.  Antim.  Potass.  Tart.,  gr.  ij. ;  Aquee,  oz.  viy. 
M.  Capt.  oz.  ss.  secundis  horis.  He  was  likewise 
ordered  twelve  leeches  to  the  affected  side. 

May  4th.— Complains  leSS  of  pain ;  the  breathing  is 
still  difficult  but  less  frequent ;  the  crackling  has  dis- 
appeared; physical  signs  otherwise  unchanged.  The 
leeches  bled  freely.  Bow^  open;  tongue  dry  and 
furred ;  pulse  84.  To  take  the  mixture  every  three 
hours. 

May  5  th.— There  is  still  much  tenderness  over  the 
lower  and  anterior  part  of  the  right  side,  extending 
backwards.  Respiration  now  audible  over  the  seat  of 
injury.  The  dulness  does  not  extend  quite  so  high  as 
when  first  examined. — R.  Hydrarg.  c.  Creta,  gr.  iij.  i 
Polv.  Ipecac.  Co.,  gr.  v.  M.  et  fiat  pulv.  horfi  somni 
sumendus. 

8th. — Pain  on  pressure  much  diminished.    Pulse  72. 

10th. — Improving.  To  take  the  mixture  three  times 
a  day  only,  and  to  continue  the  powders. 

13th. — Breathing  still  painful  and  laborious.  Extent 
of  dulness  on  percussion  but  little  altered.  To  omit 
the  mixture  but  continue  powders.  Ordered  EmpL 
Lyttse  regioni  hypochon.  dextrse. 

15th. — ^Much  the  same.  To  take  the  powders  night 
and  morning. 

17th. — Appetite  bad;  tongue  cleaning.  No  altera- 
tion in  the  dulness  on  percussion.  The  side  was' 
ordered  to  be  painted  with  Tintura  lodinii  Co. 

25th. — Complains  of  Pain  during  inspiration  in  the 
lower  and  posterior  part  of  the  left  side.  To  take  a 
powder  at  night  only. 

31st. — The  dulness  is  now  diminishing  in  point  of 
extent.    Genersl  health  improving. 

June  3rd. — Still  improving. 
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7tiL.-— Feds  mQch  better ;  gums  acre.    Coat^  Pvlvr 

I2th. — Says  he  is  getting  stronger  every  day. 

19th.— Is  so  much  improTed  that  he  thinks  of  going 
oat  of  the  hospital.  Previous  to  his  so  doing  his  chest 
was  ezammed.  The  dalness  formerly  noticed  had  dis- 
speared  in  front,  bat  the  right  lower  back  was  still 
less  resonant  than  the  left ;  the  respiratory  murmurs 
were  now  audible,  thoQgh  more  feeble,  on  the  right 
tlian  on  the  left  side,  especially  at  the  lower  and  back 
part  of  the  lungs;  a  deep  inspiration  produced  a  kind 
of  crumpling  sound  over  the  seat  of  the  injury.  Ex- 
pansion the  same  on  both  sides.     General  health  good. 

/ZemarJfct.— It  is  not  improbable  that  in  thia  case 
there  occurred  a  laceration  and  rupture  of  one  or  more 
vessels,  giving  rise  to  an  effusion  of  blood  into  the 
cavity  of  the  pleura,  and  thus  producing  the  physical 
phenomena  mentioned  as  having  been  detected  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  lojured  part.  It  is  not  Ul^^y 
that  the  effusion  could  have  been  very  considerable^ 
since  little  more  than  seven  weeks  were  necessary  to 
allow  of  the  chest  recovering  its  sonorietylmd  healthy 
play.  Fortunately  there  appears  to  have  been  no  in- 
flammatory complication,  as  might  not  unreasonably 
have  been  anticipated  under  the  circumstances,  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  alarming  ooUapse  which 
took  place  on  the  night  of  his  admission,  and  which 
was  in  all  probability  the  result  of  the  escape  of  the 
blood  into  the  pleural  cavity,  the  recovery  took  place 
without  any  untoward  symptom. 


^rnmMiigs  nf  htitim. 


BATH  AKD  BEISTOL  BRANCH. 


The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Bath  and  Bristol 
Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Asao- 
dation  was  held  at  the  Royal  Western  Hotel,  Bristol, 
October  7th,  1852,  at  half-past  seven,  p.m. 

There  were  present  from  the  Bath  District,  George 
Norman,  Esq.,  President,  in  the  chair;  Messrs  Bailey, 
Barrett,  Bush,  Bartmm,  James  Crang,  Cos,  Davies, 
M.D.,  Edwards,  King,  Mason,  Parsons,  Skeate,  John 
Soden,  Stone,  Thumam,  M.D.,  and  Wilkins.  &om 
tiie  Bristol  District,  Messrs.  Budd,  M.D.,  Burroughs, 
CoUms,  Coe,  Colthnrst,  Cross,  Estlin,  Godfrey,  Green, 
Lancaster,  Leonard,  Mayor,  Morgan,  Nield,  O'Bryen, 
Prichard,  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Sawer,  Smerdon,  J.  G. 
Swayne,  M.  D.,  S.  H.  Swayne,  Symonds,  M.D., 
Swete,  Wilson,  and  Woodforde. 

Mr.  Bartrum  read  tlie  minutes  of  the  last  quar- 
terly  meeting  at  Bath,  which  were  confirmed. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  almost  afraid  that  he  should  be  out 
of  form  in  doing  so,  yet  requested  permission  to  make 
a  few  observations  explaining  the  cause  of  his  absence 
at  the  annual  meeting,  when  the  question  of  the  life 
insurance  fee  was  brought  forward,  and  expressing  his 
regret  at  the  form  in  which  the  resolution  was  ulti- 
mately passed. 


Dr.W.DAYUSicadAcaaeof  "AhaoeM  of  the  Right 
Ovary,  terminating  in  Rupture  into  the  Peritoneam,  and 
Death  from  Acute  Peritonitis." 

Mr.  Norm  AN  referred  to  a  oaae  at  present  under  his 
care,  of  a  young  vroman  who  had  a.  small  tumour  in  the 
lower  part  of  her  abdomen,  and  who,  npon  using  slight 
pressure  with  her  own  hand,  felt  something  give  way. 
This  was  followed  by  inflammatory  symptoms,  which 
were  subdued,  and  the  patient  was  doing  well. 

Mr.  John.Babrktt  enquired  of  Dr.  Davies,  whether 
the  history  of  his  patient's  caae  beiiNre  admission  to  the 
hospital  had  been  that  of  active  synq>toms,  as  he  oon- 
ceived  this  would  greatly  have  assisted  the  diagnosis. 
He  quoted  a  case  of  M.  D«|»uytren's,  where  rupture  of 
the  bladder  had  not  been  followed  by  deatii  for  seven 
days,  though  the  urine  had  escaped  into  the  cavity  of 
the  peritoneum,  a  reoeptado  bdng  formed  for  it  by 
adhesions. 

Dr.  Bunn  mentioned  a  *^  Case  of  Peritonitia,''  arising, 
he  believed,  from  rapture  of  the  ovary,  but  whidi  he 
hoped  would  terminate  frkvonrably.  He  more  partkx- 
larly  noticed  the  great  tolerance  of  very  large  doees  of 
opiates  in  these  cases.  He  also  adfeated  to  the  iwoark- 
able  coincidence  of  two  cases  of  peritonitis  occuniqg  on 
two  consecutive  days  in  a  ftither  and  daughter,  both  of 
them  arising  from  ulceration  of  the  smallintsfltines. 

Mr.  Priohard  read  his  paper  '*On  Extrsneous 
Bodies  removed  ttom  the  Eye,"  and  exhibited  several 
beautiful  specimens  microsoopically. 

Mr.  John  Sodbn  remarked  that  a  blunt  curette  was 
acknowledged  by  all  to  be  the  most  convenient  instru- 
ment for  removing  extraneous  objects  from  the  eyes 
nevertheleas  he  had  found  a  piece  of  quill  cut  into  the 
form  of  a  pen,  but  without  a  sUt,  so  exceedingly  uaefol 
that  he  thought  it  well  to  mention  it. 

Nr.  NiBLo  narrated  a  case  of  **  Inflammation  of  dw 
Eye"  where  there  was  no  apparent  cause,  nor  could  any 
extraneous  body  be  discovered.  In  oonseqnenoe  of  its 
long  continuance,  ^r.  Estlin  was  consulted,  and  found 
upon  everting  the  upper  eyelid  very  fully,  a  small  ele- 
vation of  the  mucous  membrane,  oonsistmg  of  caseous 
matter,  arising,  as  was  suggested,  from  hardened 
deposit  in  the  highest  follicle  or  chiun  of  meibomian 
glands. 

Mr.  Godfrey,  having  observed  On  Mr.  Pritdiari's 
third  case,  iriiere  Vision  was  not  perfect  without  the  use 
of  the  muscles  of  the  removed  eye,  suggested  that  it 
might  be  referred  to  the  consensual  action  of  muscles 
of  the  eyeballs;  for  instance,  if  one  eyeball  acted, 
might  not  the  other  act  in  accordance,  and  so  the  WB 
of  the  unaffected  eye  act  as  though  under  the  influenoe 
of  direct  light? 

Mr.  Prior ARo  answered,  that  could  not  be,  as  the 
eyeball  was  wholly  removed,  leaving  the  stumps  of  tl» 
musdes  only. 

Mr.  Barrett  referred  to  the  difficulty  he  had  found 
in  determining  whether  there  was  a  portion  of  iron 
embedded  in  the  cornea,  or  whether  it  was  only  the 
stain  left  by  it. 

Mr.  Prichard  remarked,  that  if  the  epithelium  only 
were  scraped  off  in  the  removal  of  the  imbedded  i 
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^M,  DO  speek  eould  result ;  wbereas,  if  anj  of  the 
'layers  of  the  cornea  were  injared>  it  would  be  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  EsTLiN  recommended  the  use  of  the  magnifyins^ 
glass,  and  more  especially  noninterference,  where  the 
surgeon  is  uncertain  of  the  existence  of  a  foreign  body 
as  the  exciting  cause  of  inflammation. 

Dr.  BuDD  caUed  attention  to  the  beautiful  physiolo- 
gical fiurt  noticed  by  Mr.  Prichard,  with  regard  to  the 
effect  of  light  upon  the  fifth  paur  of  nerves. 

Mr.  Parsons  described  the  mischief  often  produced 

Jn  country  distvicts  by  small  portions  of  th»  beard  of 

barley  being  blown  into  the  eye,  it  beuig  tootlnd  at  the 

•edges,  and  consequently  requiring  to  be  removed  by  a 

forceps  in  the  same  direction  as  it  was  originally  driven. 

Mr.  LAHOAanca  aeked  if  the  rings  now  exhibited 
were  not  the  oxyde  of  iron,  the  centre  being  wadied 
away. 

Hie  PRBSuniNT  then  called  on  Mr.  Cox  for  his 
paper  on  the  coexistence  of  gonorrhoea  and  syphilis, 
first  asking  him  if  it  refet'ied  simply  to  the  subjects 
mentioned  in  the  nodce  paper,  without  in  any  way 
touching  upon  a  matter  that  had  been  lately  of  public 
notoriety. 

Mr.  Cox,  having  answered  that  it  was  so,  proceeded 
with  his  paper.     (See  page  557.) 

On  its  conclusion,  the  most  breathless  silence  being 
observed^  the  Pbxsident  remarked  that  there  was 
nothing  more  promised,  but  if  any  member  had  any- 
ihiag  which  he  would  wish  to  bring  forward  they  would 
he  happy  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  John  Barkbtt  then  mentioned  a  case  which 
lie  had  lately  examined,  of  an  inftmt  exposed,  and  in 
which  he  had  employed  the  test  proposed  by  Mr. 
Bloxam  many  years  ago,  of  opening  the  cavity  of  the 
ehest  whilst  the  head  was  under  water,  and  observing 
whether  air  bubbles  then  escaped  from  the  mouth :  if 
-they  did  the  conclusion  was,  that  the  child's  lungs  had 
received  air,  not  by  artificial,  but  by  natural  inflation. 
In  this  case  no  air-bubbles  escaped ;  still  the  lungs 
floated,  with  &e  heart,  &c.,  as  did  portions  of  them; 
Irat  when  crushed  in  a  cloth  these  portions  sank  ;  the 
lung  had  also  a  foetal  colour.  He  concluded,  there- 
fore, that  respiration  had  only  very  partially  taken 
place.  The  principle  on  which  Mr.  Bloxam 's  test 
rested  was,  that  after  natural  inflation  there  would  be  a 
tendency  in  the  lungs  to  contract,  and  therefore  par- 
tially to  expel  its  contained  air  on  opening  of  the  chest, 
bat  that  this  would  not  be  the  case  after  artificial  infla- 
^on. 

Mr.  KzNO,  referring  to  the  frequency  of  child-drop- 
,ping,  remarked  that  it  was  a  subject  of  great  impor- 
tance, and  medical  men  ought  not  to  forget  that  the 
Ibetiu  often  breathed  in  vagina,  consequently  that  the 
diild  might  breath  so  as  partially  to  inflate  the  lungs, 
fmd  yet  be  really  stUlbom.  He  noticed  it  as  a  point 
which  should  never  be  forgotten  in  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  John  Babu"^  observed,  the  question  gene- 
rally put^  the  medical  witness  was,  was  the  child  really 
fully  bom,  and  has  it  naturally  respired,  and,  if  after 
the  child  has  been  born  had  any  endeavour  been  made 


to  inflate  the  lungs  which  would  be  an  endeavour  to 
save  the  6hild  although  the  birth  may  have  been  subse- 
quently concealed.  The  child  may  often  cry  in  irantitu, 
but  in  that  case  the  colour  of  the  lungs  would  be  foetal, 
attd  not  of  full  inspuration. 

Mr.  NoRMAK  considered  that  a  medical  man  in  a 
witness-box  is  bound  to  state  all  the  facts  of  the  case, 
aAd  proceeded  to  illustrate  this  by  describing  the  course 
he  had  pursued  when,  as  a  very  young  man,  he  was 
examined  by  Sir  Vicary  Gibbs.  He  stated  that  the 
child  lately  examined  had  breathed,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  was  bound  to  explain  tiSe  hct  [that  children 
may  breathe  and  yet  die  shortly  afterwards  without  any 
Criminality  on  the  part  of  the  mother. 

Mr.  Gbsen,  with  pain,  observed  the  tendency  in 
many  Jndividuals  to  make  all  such  cases  criminal, 
because  there  was  no  doubt  that  stillborn  children 
ofiiCn  gave  a  feeble  moan  and  a  slight  struggle,  which, 
unless  ftniher  assistance  was  given  were  followed  by 
death.  He  bdieved  that  tiie  lungs  might  be  partially 
inflated,  and  yet  tiiere  might  be  no  criminality.  He 
had  seen  the  head  of  a  duld  opened,  where  yet  it  subse- 
quently breathed,  and  the  lungs  were  somewhat  in- 
flated. In  such  a  case  mudi  difficulty  might  occur 
w«t«  the  question  to  be  brought  hito  a  court  of  justice. 

Mr.  NiKLD  referred  to  the  possibility  of  «  child 
being  bom  alive,  and  yet  being  suffocated  under  the 
bed-clothes,  or  by  its  face  lying  in  the  fluids. 

Mr.  NoRMAN  saw  a  case  of  turning,  where  the  arm 
had  been  down  some  time.  The  head  was  a  long  time 
coming  down.  The  child  breathed  at  long  intervals* 
fifteen  or  twenty  times,  yet  it  died.  In  such  case  the 
lungs  were  inflated,  yet  the  child  died  from  want  of 
power  to  recover. 

Mr.  Mason  mentioned  a  case  recently  occurring  to 
himself,  of  a  child  breathing  as  it  was  passing  from  the 
vagina,  yet  being  strangled  by  the  chord  looped  round 
Us  neck,  and  being  tightened  durmg  the  act  of  expul- 
sion.   The  child  subsequently  recovered. 

Mr.  Lancastrh  then  exhibited  a  specimen  of  dis- 
eased bladder,  with  enlarged  prostate,  which  he  con- 
sidered of  a  scirrhous  chancter.  In  describing  the 
case  he  referred  to  its  previous  history,  and  the  im- 
px«ssion  that  the  previous  medical  attendant  had  passed 
an  instrument  under  the  supposition  that  there  was  a 
stone. 

Mr.  Wilson  had  attended  the  case,  and  introduced 
the  catheter  without  the  slightest  idea  that  stone  existed, 
having  only  the  belief  that  there  was  an  enUu-ged  pros- 
tate, such  as  frequently  exist  in  old  men. 

Mr.  Norman  could  not  discover  anything  more  than 
an  enlarged  prostate;  no  scirrhus. 

Mr.  NiRLO  had  found  in  some  cases  of  enlarged 
prostate  with  irritable  bladder  and  muco-purulent  secre- 
tions, very  great  benefit  to  arise  from  the  injection  of  a 
,  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  one  grain  and  a  half  to  the 
ounce,  the  urine  becoming  quite  clear  under  the  use  of 
tile  injection. 
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CEEWKEENE  AND  YEOVIL  DISTEICT 
MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION^. 


The  iourth  general  meetiDg  of  the  memben  of  this 
useful  and  prospering  Societj  was  held,  at  Martocki 
October  7th.  Letters  apologising  for  absence  were 
read  from  Dr.  Woodforde,  Taunton;  Dr.  Sydenham , 
Yeovil ;  Dr.  Pope,  Somerton ;  Mr.  Crouch,  Bruton ; 
Mr.  ValentinOi  Somerton,  &c.|  &e. 

The  alterations  made  in  the  Draft  of  the  new  Medical 
Reform  Bill,  published  in  the  Journal  of  May  I2th, 
were  read.  The  members  considered  that  there  are 
some  clauses  which  may  be  greatly  improved,  and  con- 
firmed the  resolutions  of  the  last  meeting,  published  in 
the  same  number  of  the  Journal, 

A  very  interesting  **  Case  of  Strangulated  Hernia"  was 
.  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Henkt  Nobus  (and  is  sent  for 
publication).  Much  discussloa  enaued  on  the  yariQua 
modes  of  relief  and  methods  of  operation,  and  from 
several  cases  brought  forward  the  members  considered 
that  in  this  part  of  the  country  the  resulta  of  operations 
are  highly  &vourable>  a  fatal  termination  ocgnrring 
almost  entirely  in  those  cases  where  icoonrse  to  the 
knife  has  been  too  long  delayed. 

Mr.  Hugh  Nobris  oommuoicaied  a  case  in  whidi 
plenro-pericarditis  itutanianeoualy  came  on  without 
previous  illness  or  exposure,  and  early  prostration  ter- 
mmated  fatally  on  the  7th  day,  an  autopsy  revealing  a 
cretaceous  deposit  of  the  siie  of  a  large  walnut  sur- 
rounding  the  right  bronchus  and  pressing  on  the 
pulmonary  artery,  the  substance  being  in  the  pulmO' 
nary  texture. 

The  subject  of  placenta  prcnia  caused  much  discos- 
sidn,  and  elicited  many  illustrations  of  success  in  prac- 
tice from  early  recourse  to  evacuation  of  the  uterus, 
the  method  of  previously  detaching  the  placenta  finding 
little  advocacy. 

Some  medico-legal  cases  were  discussed,  the  members 
deriving  much  information  from  the  medical  Coroner 
for  West  Somerset,  who  waa  one  of  the  visitors. 

The  HoMo&ABT  SBC&aTA&T  urged  the  necessity  of 
a  good  example  being  set  by  medical  gentlemen  in 
subscribhig  to  the  support  of  ^  new  Benevolent 
College. 

It  waa  resolved  that  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society 
be  held  at  Crewkeme. 


€mwf&^m. 


ON  BENEVOLENT  AND  PROVIDENT 
SOCIETIES.* 

This  most  important  feature  of  the  operations  of  the 
Medical  Benevolent  Fund  deserves  a  little  further  con- 
sideration. It  has  been  proposed  that  some  of  the 
local  Provident  Medical  Funds  should  invest  a  certain 
portion  of  their  accumulated  resources  in  the  Medical 

*  Condnded  fiom  page  »37. 


Benevolent  College,  and  thereby  acquire  an  equivaknt 
right  to  present  to  the  advantages  of  that  Colleger 
applicants  from  their  own  members  in  their  own  district* 
It  is,  however,  manifeat,  that  in  all  those  provident 
institutions,  aU  the  members  hone  a  vested  mierest,  and 
that  the  governing  bodies  of  such  provident  institutioDa 
cannot  to  invest  their  capital,  without  the  consent  first 
had  and  obtained,  qf  all  the  representatwes  qf  those 
vetted  interests.  And  then,  what  good  has  been  obtained  ?• 
Say,  a  presentation  to  a  certain  charity.  But  then  these 
presentations,  to  prevent  injustice  to  other  direct  mem^ 
bers  qf  such  charity,  must  be  thrown  open  to  ^b» 
election  of  the  subscribers  generally.  At  least  so  it 
appears  to  me.  These  boons  then,  are  to  be  obtained 
by  the  Votes  of  the  majority  of  the  subscribers :  and 
like  other  simihur  institatioos,  the  same  means  must 
be  resorted  to  to  obtain  a  majority  of  such  subscnbers'' 
votes.  Hence  the  neoeasity,  as  in  other  cases,  for  aa 
active  canvas,  and  pevhapa  a  lepelition  of  such  canvaSy. 
on  various  successive  elections,  and  for  a  large  ontisf 
in  cards,  postages,  letters,  &c.,  ^e.  -,  benfic  tba  nacmntr 
for  the  purchase  of  votes ;  and  hence  the  final  trinmplL 
of  him  or  her  who  has  the  largest  number  of  wealthy 
and  active  friends,  who  will  come  forward  to  secure  the 
success  of  their  candidate  by  their  purse  and  their  in- 
flaence;  and  hence  the  success  of  the  most  v/ealthy* 
But  by  the  supposition  it  is  not  the  wedUky  but  the 
poor,  who  are  to  be  the  recipients  of  these  boons,  and 
therefore  making  money  value  a  test  of  the  fitness  of 
the  candidates,  is  an  essential  departure  fron^  t^e  prin- 
ciple of  lienevolenoe.  Yet  such  must  inevitably  be  the 
case ;  and  the  College  thus  peopled,  and  thus  based  upon 
a  false  principle,  will  soon  become  the  arena  for  the 
fostering  influence  of  patronage,  and  the  sickly  brood 
of  its  blighted  progeny— hatched  under  its  fostering 
wing,  and  collected  together  by  tin  trading  and  trickesy 
which  attaches  to  these  elective  feats,  the  object  of  whida 
ia  to  secure  success  by  means  however  unMrup«]ons* 

How  much  better  is  it  that  the  poor  destitate  c«i- 
didate  should  be  selected  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Benevolent  Fund,— selected  on  occetm^  qf  poverijf  and 
destitution^  and  presentsd  to  an  aannity  without  canvas, 
and  where  that  annuity  can  be  held  with  all  the  ssncti^ 
of  home  comforts.  I  know  it  may  be  sud  that  this 
confines  the  choice  of  the  annuitant  to  the^Heisdrof  the 
Committee.  In  plain  and  practical  truth  it  does  not^ 
and  the  cases  selected  must  be  those  of  the  moat  destitute^ 
and  I  confess  myself  monarchical  enough  to  prefer  the 
government  of  the  few  who  are  responsible,  to  that  of 
the  many  who  are  irresponsible.  But  even  admitting 
that  the  canvass-  of  the  many  subscribers  ia  exchanged 
for  a  similar  canvas  of  the  few  Committee,  a  great 
point  has  been  gained  in  superseding  the  expense  of  soma 
thousand  applications,  which  is  so  distasteful  to  the 
educated  mind,  so  degrading  to  the  moral  sen^bilities, 
and  which  places  the  preponderance  of  interest  in  a 
money  test. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  Mr.  Editor,  t(|  find  fanlt  with  any 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Medical  Benevolent  CoO^gB. 
But  when  we  are  called  upon  to  support  any  charifaWft 
purpose,  it  becomes  us  to  inquire  what  scheme  can  be 
carried  into  effect  with  the  least  amount  of  injury,  and 
with  the  greatest  amount  of  good,  to  the  lai|^  profos- 
sioual  family — remarkable  as  it  espedall^is,  for  its 
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l^ride  as  well  as  its  poverty,  and  whose  feelings  in  their 
miserjy  should  be  held  most  sacred. 

After  a|1|  when  the  annnity  has  been  obtained  by 
iDflnence  and  wealth,  what  is  the  result?  Trae,  there 
is  a  home  obtained^  under  the  paralysmg  conviction  of 
the  doubtful  means  by  which  it  has  been  procured; 
the  unsuccessful  candidates  with  small  purses  are  griev- 
ously annoyed ;  the  successful  ones  find  in  their  little 
homes,  anything  but  the  asylum  of  peace.  The  motley 
progeny  of  passions,  called  into  being  by  the  provoca- 
tives of  society,  prey  upon  its  constitution ;  the  seeds  of 
discord  are  widely  sown,  and  rapidly  vegetate,  and 
wider  their  lurid  influence,  the  wretched  annuitant 
finds  that  he  has  left  peace  behind  him,  and  that  for 
the  sake  of  a  home  enclosed  by  fbur  walls,  he  has 
abandoned  all  the  real  comforts  of  the  sunset  of  life's 
history.  How  infhiitely  to  be  preferred  is  the  annuity 
which  can  be  enjoyed  in  the  bosom  of  the  family  and 
the  scanty  sum  which  ministers  to  the  daily  wants,  to 
the  more  affluent  pittance  with  diminished  self  respect. 

In  this  review,  Mr.  Editor,  I  have  fixed  upon  the 
-annuity  scheme  for  discussion;  but  I  must  point  out  to 
you  that  there  are'  many  emergencies  of  life  which 
cannot  be  provided  for  by  the  Benevolent  College,  and 
which  cannot  be  superseded  by  its  means  of  relief;  and 
that  these  can  only  be  met  by  a  fund  whose  object  is  to 
relieve  such  emergencies.  I  will  only  select  a  very  few 
of  the  cases  of  the  last  Committee,  viz.  :— 

I.  The  widow  of  a  medical  man,  and  the  daughter  of 
«  clergyman  once  in  great  affluence,  and  reduced  to 
beggary  by  the  knavery  of  a  trustee,  by  whom  family 
resources  were  wasted,— yet  too  young  for  an  annuity, 
and  capable  of  earning  her  own  living,  if  temporarily 
aided  tiirough  existing  difficulties. 

II.  A  paralytic  old  lady,  supported  by  her  children, 
but  now  requiring  so  much  attention  as  to  interfere 
with  the  kind  aid  of  these  children,  by  destroying  their 
night's  rest,  and  so  sapping  the  powers  of  working  for 
their  aged  parent. 

III.  A  medical  practitioner  of  the  highest  respect- 
ability, suddenly  becoming  insane,  and,  consequently,  a 
Jbnrden  to  his  family,  instead  of  its  support  and  mainstay. 

IV.  A  widow,  seeking  a  home  for  herself  as  com- 
panion to  a  lady,  but  now  long  out  of  employment,  and 
reduced  to  the  most  disfrcssing  straights,  yet  requiring 
.only  temporary  aid,  to  b*  again  restored  to  active 
pintles  and  her  own  self-dependence. 

V.  A  lady  with  four  children,  the  widow  of  a  medical 
-man,  who,  from  adverse  circumstances,  was  an  assistant 
only»  and  who,  with  his  family,  had  been -straggling 
onwards  through  great  difficulties,  and  whose  life  fell  a 
Tictim  at  last,  in  one  week,  to  typhus  fever  in  one  of  our 
public  hospitals.  She  is  yet  quite  young,  and  if  now 
aided  for  a  time,  may  be  able  to  obtain  her  own  liveli- 
hood, and  provide,  at  least  in  part,  for  her  young 
ohildren,  the  last  of  whom  is  an  infant  of  a  few  weeks 
old. 

These  are  only  excerpts  from  the  minutes  of  the  last 
Committee  meeting,  and  are  only  paralleled,  if  not 
exceeded  by  every  Committee  meeting.  I  say  not,  Mr. 
£ditor,  that  we  are  perfect ;— >I  say  not  that  we  neper 
do  any  harm ; — I  fay  not  that  we  are  never  imposed 
iqpon ; — I  say  not  that  we  never  relieve  an  unworthy 
object.     He  who  waits  to  be  charitable  till  he  is  quite 


sure  that  his  charity  will  never  be  abused,  must  be  con- 
tented to  become  a  drone  in  the  great  hive  of  man's 
industry,  and  to  give  up  the  pleasure  of  doing  good,  as 
-  well  as  the  duty  of  doing  all  the  good  he  can  to  his 
fellow-preatures. 

But  I  do  say  that  cases  such  as  these  are  unrelieved 
and  unrdieoable  by  any  other  institution  than  the 
Benevolent  Fund;  and  that  till  some  other  fund  has 
been  established,  for  the  relief  of  these  cases  of  tempo- 
rary distress,  the  Medical  Benevolent  Fund  deserves  and 
denumde  our  sympathy  and  our  unabated  energies,  to 
enlarge  its  resources  and  extend  its  influence  and  useful- 
ness. Perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  as  a 
motive  to  such  sympathy,  that  so  crippled  are  our 
resources  at  present,  that,  but  for  the  advances  of  our 
good-natured  Treasurer,  the  cases  above-mentioned 
must  have  gone  unrelieved.  And  here,  I  make, my 
appeal  to  each  individual  who  peruses'  these  pages :  will 
you  in  ^ery  deed,  suffer  such  a  slur  to  be  cast  upon  our 
profession— as,  that  they  refused  to  listen  to  these 
cases  of  distress,  because  they  did  not  make  a  public 
appeal  to  thdr  charity  in  the  newspapers ;  because,  in 
the  modesty  and  retiringness  of  real  sorrow,  these 
cases  were  known  only  to  a  few  friends,  whose  pitying 
eye  beheld  their  wretchedeess  ?  Shall  it  be  said  that 
we  have  forgotten  the  argument  of  the  Divine  Founder 
of  our  faith : — '*  Inasmuch  as  you  have  done  it  to  one 
of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  you  have  done  it  unto 
me  V*  Shall  it  be  eald,  that  the  sympathies  of  the  pro- 
lessional  family  are  less  tHan  those  of  the  selfish  world 
around  us,  and  that  we  will  allow  others  to  do  the  work 
which  it  is  our  duty  to  do  ?  O !  su£fer  not  such  a  veri- 
table sarcasm  to  be  cast  in  our  teeth, — that  wo  appear 
to  sympathise  with  every  sorrow  except  that  of  our  own 
famUy  circle ;  but  that  to  thi^  we  turn  a  deaf  ear,  and 
are  content  to  say : — '*  Be  ye  filled,  and  be  ye  clothed," 
and  yet  that  we  give  them  not  the  things  which  are 
requisite  for  their  immediate  wants. 

And  now  Mr.  Editor,  what  are  the  conclusions  to 
which  we  should  arrive,  from  a  review  of  the  prece- 
ding discussion  ?  I  think  they  are  something  like  the 
following : — 

1.  There  is  a  vast  amount  of  misery  afloat  in  the 
profession,  which  may  be  guarded  against,  and  perhaps 
almost  siq>erteded,  by  habits  of  prudence,  of  thrift, 
and  of  forethought. 

2.  Therefore  it  should  be  our  grand,  and  our  first 
object,  to  encourage  these  habits,  which  may  greatly 
take  the  place  of  charitable  institutions.  Hence,  life- 
insurance,  in  all  its  various  forms  and  modifications, 
adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  each  particular  case,  should 
in  every  instance  be  encouraged.  To  insure  against 
Whe  uncertain  accident  of  fire,  and  not  to  insure  against 
the  certain  and  inevitable  evil  of  death,  is  a  folly 
almost  inconceivable,  did  not  daily  experience  convince 
us  of  the  con^ry.  Let  each  husband  and  father  ask 
himself, — Have  I  done  my  duty  towards  those  most 
dear  to  me,  if  I  have  left  them  unprovided  for  ?  And  let 
no  consideration  of  present  inconvenience  withdraw  the 
attention  firom  this  flrst  duty,  till  at  any  cost  it  has 
been  accomplished. 

3.  But  there  is  still  a  vast  amount  of  misery  which 
no  prudence  can  obviate,  no  foresight  can  antidpate, 
no  forethought  can  prevent. 
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'  4.  Hus  amount  of  misery  is  only  to  be  met  by  pal- 
liative means, — by  remedies  which  will  alleviate  the 
evil,  by  the  dole  of  charity;  by  that  sympathy  which 
is  willing,  at  the  expense  of  its  own  self-deniali  to 
minister  to  a  brother's  woe,  and  to  extend  the  hand  of 
charity  to  depths  of  sorrow  and  of  suffering  which  no 
other  hand  can  reach.  ''  If  there.be  among  yon  a  poor 
man,  one  of  thy  brethren,  within  any  of  thy  gates,  thou 
shalt  not  harden  thy  heart,  nor  shut  thy  hand  from  thy 
poor  brother,  but  thou  shalt  open  thy  hand  wide  unto 
him,  and  shalt  surely  lend  him  sufficient  for  his  need,  in 
that  which  he  wanteth.** — Deuteronomy ,  ch.  xv.,  v.  7  8. 

5.  There  are  various  plans  afloat  daculated  to  relieve 
these  several  forms  of  wretchedness,  and  it  is  our  duty, 
if  we  are  able,  to  eupport  them  all, 

6.  But  in  the  event  of  our  not  possessing  the  means 
of  support  to  allt  it  becomes  us  to  consider  which  has 
the  largest  claim  upon  our  Sjrmpathy;  and  in  order  to 
determine  this,  we  must  distribute  our  patronage 
according  to  our  individual  wants  and  capacities. 

7.  I  would  say  to  every  one  entering  the  profession, 
and  hesitating  about  marrying, — deny  thyself:  do  not 
think  of  marrying  till  you  can  keep  a  tifife^  and  have 
good  reason  to  believe  that  you  can  minister  to  the 
wants  of  a  family,  by  the  extension  of  your  practice, 
and  by  that  increasing  energy,  and  augmented  personal 
sacrifices,  which  will  keep  your  head  above  water,  though 
placed  in  trying  circumstances. 

8.  On  no  account  marry  till  you  have  insured  your 
life,  at  least  for  a  sum  which  will  secure  your  widow 
from  indigence  and  destitution;  and  on  no  account 
omit  to  enlarge  this  insurance  with  the  birth  of  every 
child,  either  by  increasing  the  sum  insured  upon  your 
own  life,  or  by  an  annuity  upon  your  widow,  or  by  endow- 
ment upon  your  children.  True,  you  will  sometimes 
find  it  very  difficult  to  put  by  the  amount  of  the  yearly 
premium;  but  never  mind,  the  great  object  before  you 
is  worth  a  struggle — ^is  worthy  of  many  a  self-denying 
sacrifice,  and  will  afford  an  amount  of  satisfaction  to 
your  own  mind  which  will  far  more  than  counterbalance 
the  weight  of  such  sacrifice. 

9.  Do  not  be  tempted  to  attach  yourself  to  any  insti- 
tution  which  boasts  great  things,  but  whose  principles 
are  unsound^  as  for  instance  Mr.  Daniers  extinct 
Annuity  Fund.  Had  this  been  generally  adopted,  it 
never  could  have  realised  what  its  projector  fondly 
hoped ;  and  although  it  promised,  for  a  guinea  a  year, 
an  annuity  for  widows  of  a  large  amount,  yet  it  was 
clear  to  every  thinking  person,  that  an  annuity  of  even 
^20  a  year  can  only  be  produced  by  the  investment  in 
permanent  securities  of  many  hundreds  of  pounds. 
This  fund  had  no  foundation  in  truth ;  and  though  it 
was  subsequently  much  improved,  yet  it  is  now  dead, 
and  need  not  be  resuscitated.  < 

10.  But  there  are  various  local  provident  funds, 
which  appear  to  flourish,  which  promise  largely,  and 
which  have  accumulated  large  capital.  I  would  only 
say^BBWARE:  money  cannot  be  self-created;  therefore 
consider  first  what  such  societies  promise,  and  who  are 
the  directors  and  trustees,  and  what  is  the  state  of  their 
funds,  and  the  amount  of  their  liabUitiea ;  estimating 
the  probable  duration  of  life,  and  considering,  not 
simply  what  are  the  present  drains  upon  their  funds, 
but  what  they  would  be  in  the  event  of  its  becoming 


general,  that  all  young  men  should  attach  themselves  to 
saeh  funds,  and  therefore,  that  a  certain  number  of 
widows  would,  in  the  ordinary  calculation  of  the  value 
of  human  liib,  become  claimants  upon  its  resources. 

n.  Do  not  hastily  belong  to  these  funds,  for  they 
may  be  sound  now  with  a  large  number  of  honorary 
members,  yet  would  cease  to  be  so  on  the  accession  of 
a  considerable  number  of  ordinary  members,  which 
would  be  the  case  whenever  this  system  of  providence' 
shall  become  general. 

12.  The  provision  against  sickness  and  other  similar- 
contingencies,  is  surrounded  with  many  difficnltieSy 
chiefly  from  the  absence  of  sufficient  data  upon  whidi 
to  ground  calculations,  but  it  has  hitherto  been  a  failure^, 
and  now  that  the  British  Medical  Fund  is  extinct,  has 
no  secure  nucleua  whence  its  benefits  could  be  dispensed, 
dispensed. 

13.  But  all  the  ordinary  contingencies  of  life  may 
be,  and  that  in  a  very  easy  way,  provided  against  by- 
means  of  the  various  life-insurance  societies,  and  especi- 
ally our  own,  the  Medical,  Legal,  and  General  Life- 
Assurance  Company. 

14.  And  now,  having  taken  all  possible  precaution 
to  escape  from  the  avoidable  and  inevitable  difficnltiea- 
of  life,  and  for  the  demands  made  uf)on  your  purse  by^ 
your  own  family,  it  becomes  you  duly  to  consider  how 
far,  in  the  days  of  your  own  prosperity,  yott  can  con- 
tribute towards  the  relief  of  your  less  fortunate  brethrei, 
how  far  you  can  fulfil  the  great  aim  of  man's  life — ^to 
live  for  others  as  well  as  for  himself. 

15.  And  here  the  Medical  Benevolent  College  will 
present  itself  to  your  notice.  To  its  funds  mtoy  have 
contributed,  from  motives  of  the  purest  charity,  and' 
many  from  interested  motives,  and  especially  from  the 
expectation  that  they  should  secure  a  good  education 
for  their  children  at  a  small  cost. 

16.  Man's  motives  are  seldom,  if  ever,  perfectly 
single,  and  I  do  not  know  that  i;re  can  reasonablj 
complain  of  their  complexity,  when  they  are  so  pure 
as  in  the  past  instance ;  but  be  cautious,  the  Benevo- 
lent College,  though  it  has  a  name,  has  as  yet 
no  local  habitation,  and  its  advantages  are  aU  hypo- 
thetical— they  have  not  yet  been  proved.  Ncverthelesa 
we  wish  the  experiment  every  success,  and  if  you  are  able, 
by  all  means  support  its  scheme,  though  as  yet  untried  r 
it  is  in  good  hands,  and  everything  will  be  done  for  it, 
which  zeal,  industry,  untiring  activity,  and  nnim- 
peached  good  principle  can  effect. 

17.  And  if  it  should  by-and-by  appear  that  this 
magnificent  project  must  be  reduced  to  something  more 
simple  and  educational,  even  the  revival  of  Mr.  Martin's 
extinct  plan  for  a  professional  school ;  still  a  great  boon 
will  be  afforded  to  our  brethren,  and  an  important 
object  wiU  be  accomplished,  in  obtaining  for  patients  a 
better  educated  race  of  young  medical  men. 

18.  Yet,  always  remember,  that  however  provident 
you  may  have  been  yourself; — however  you  may  have 
insured  your  own  life; — ^however  you  may  have  pur- 
chased an  annuity  for  your  widow,  or  a  deferred 
annuity  for  yourself; — ^however  you  may  have  made  s 
provision  against  old  age  and  infirmity,  or  endowed  yonr 
children,  and  provided  for  apprentice  premiums,  or 
college  expenses,  or  any  other  expense  contingent  apoa 
their  first  setting  off  in  life;   yet  all  this  has  been 
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purely  selfish,  and  you  have  yet  a  duty  to  perform— a 
duty  towards  others, 

19.  For  it  has  been  shown,  that  there  is  an  amount 
of  distress  in  the  professional  family  which  cannot  be 
provided  for,  which  no  prudence  can  foresee,  no  diligence 
can  foreatal;  there  are  casualties  which  nothiDg  but 
iht  hand  of  charity  can  relieve ;  and  therefore,  whilst 
you  are  thinking  of  yourself,  and  of  those  immediately 
dependent  upon  you,  you  have  other  claims ;  and  as  a 
jnan,  and  as  a  Christian — as  composing  part  of  the 
great  social  family,  and  as  hoping  to  form  part  of  the 
still  greater  &mily  in  Heaven,  where  *'  the  wicked  cease 
Jzom  troubling,  and  the  weary  are  at  rest,''  you  have 
daims  upon  your  regards  and  upon  your  purse,  which 
nought  can  supersede,  and  which  can  only  be  met  by 
self'denial. 

20.  Remember,  there  is  no  charity  in  that  which 
costs  you  nothing,  and  that  that  is  the  only  real 
benevolence  which  costs  you  the  abandonment  of  some 
pleasure,  or  the  giving  up  of  some  luxury,  or  the  retrencfa- 
rnent  of  some  apparent  necessary,  in  order  to  assuage 
the  cry,  and  secure  the  blessing  of  him  '*  who  is  ready 
to  perish." 

21.  And  here  ''the  Medical  Benevolent  Fund"  steps 
in  as  the  almoner  of  your  charity.  It  promises  to  be 
the  depository  of  your  still  hard-earned  savings,  to 
watch  over  their  distribution,  to  give  them  out  to  those 
who  are  perishing  from  hunger  and  destitution,  and  to 
save  them  from  starving  till  brighter  days  shall  dawn 
upon  them.  Also  it  promises  to  invest  the  whole  of  its 
donations,  without  any  deduction,  and  from  the  capital 
80  accumulated^  to  expend  its  income  in  granting  annui- 
ties to  the  aged  and  the  widow, — to  the  blind  or  the 
helpless, — to  the  hopelessly  paralysed,  or  the  maniac ; 
to  those,  in  fact,  who  have  no  relief  from  other  sources, 
and  who  can  enjoy  this  little  income  at  home.  And 
these  annuities  are  sure,  for  they  are  derived  from  the 
income  of  invested  capital,  and  when  once  given,  they 
«re  unalterable,  and  regularly  paid  every  half-year. 

>  22.  These  are  not  high-sounding  advantages,  but 
they  are  facts :  they  are  realities — and  they  are  facts 
and  realities  which  call  upon  you  for  support. 

.  23«  And  O  !  if  there  be  one  motive  of  pure  charity 
in  your  bosom  ;**if  your  heart  throb  with  sympathy  at 
the  ledtal  of  another's  woe ; — if  you  are  desirous  of 
doing  all  the  good  you  can  in  the  world,  and  of  living 
in  the  memory  of  the  wretched  to  bless  you ; — if  you 
would  live  here  in  expectation  of  a  joyful  hereafter; — if 
you  would  humbly  Imitate  the  Saviour  of  mankind,  and 
fipend  your  days  in  His  service,  and  ascribe  the  glory  of 
idl  that  you  are  enabled  to  do  to  Him  who  has  given 
you  the  power  and  the  will  to  go  about  doing  good, 
O  !  forget  not  the  claims  of  the  Benevolent  Fund !  I 
W.  NEWNHAM, 
Famham,  Sept.  22,  1852.  Treasurer. 
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To  the  Editor  qf  the. Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 

Journal. 

Sir,— I  venture,  with  great  respect,  to  protest  against 

the  opinion  embodied  in  the  following  passage,  extraojted 

from  your  review  of  Professor  Murphy's  recent  work, 


"  On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Midwifery  "  :*— 
"This view  "  (i.  e.,  the  believing  that  the  life  of  the 
child  is  not  to  be  considered  for  a  moment  whfn 
weighed  against  the  mother's,)  "  is  held  through  all  the 
lectures  to  an  extent  which  we  think  scarcely  justifiable. 
We  have  no  right  to  hold  the  scales  y  but  our  office  is 
to  heal  alt,  whether  young  or  old."  No  right  to  hold* 
the  scales  ?  Who  t*  to  hold  the  scales  ? — who  is  to 
decide  which  way  the  balance  should  incline  ?  In  other 
words,  who  is  to  exercise  his  discretion  and  judgment 
as  to  the  comparative  worth  of  adult  and  infant  life  in 
each  particular  case  where  the  life  of  the  one  involves  the' 
destruction  of  the  other,  and  vic^  versd,  if  the  medical 
practitioner,  upon  whom  is  cast  so  much  responsibility, 
is  not  ?  It  is  an  unphilosophical  style  of  argument, 
originating  in  a  morbid  and  false  sentiment,  which  can 
lead  any  man  to  argue  upon  the  sanctity  of  infant  life, 
as  an  abstract  f&ct.  And  we  have  no  business  to  make 
it  an  abstract  matter  until  we  are  fully  assured,  as  far 
as  our  diagnostic  powers  will  permit  us,  of  the  safety 
of  that  more  precious  life  from  which  alone  the  infiuitine 
one  springs.  It  ought  to  be  considered  entirely  as  a 
thing  of  comparison  and  relation.  Who  shall  venture  to- 
aflSrm  that  the  life  of  the  mother  is  not  infinitely  more 
valuable  than  that  of  the  recently-born,  or  about-to-be - 
bom,  child  ?  MTio  shall  be  bold  enough  to  maintain 
that  a  childless,  is  more  desolate  than  a  widowed,  home  ? 
Who  shall  say  that  each  being  just  struggling  into  life 
is  about  to  be  heir  to  so  much  happiness — to  be  parti- 
cipator in  so  little  sorrow,  that  efforts  are  to  be  made 
to  fan  the  incipient  flame,  at  the  risk  of  the  more 
important  being,  upon  whose  prolonged  existence  so 
many  may  be  dependent  ?  There  is  no  more  distressing 
sight  in  nature  than  that  of  an  infant  whose  life  has^ 
been  secured  at  the  sacrifice  of  its  mother's.  It  is  the 
most  harrowing  of  all  spectacles ;  for  it  tells,  perchance, 
of  many  motherless  children,  and  of  a  remaining  parent, 
now  desolate  and  alone  I  It  is  painful  to  reflect  how 
many  women  might  have  been  spared  to  us  if  they  had 
sooner  received  instrumental  or  manual  aid;  and  the 
day  will  come,  I  hope,  when  it  will  be  held  to  be  as 
unsound  to  attempt  to  preserve  an  infant,  when  such 
preservation  involves  maternal  risk,  as  It  now  is  to-- 
postpone  the  operation  for  a  strangulated  hernia  (which 
has  been  done  in  thousands  of  cases),  in  the  hope  of 
some  relief  by  natural  means,  until  the  bowel  ia 
partially  or  completely  disorgamsed.  And  this  can  only 
be  effected  by  that  true  philosophy  which  teaches  us^ 
that  individual  life  becomes  more  sacred  in  proportion, 
to  the  dependence  of  others  upon  it.  Upon  this  prin- 
ciple, carried  out  of  the  domestic  channel,  is  England 
now  mourning  for  a  Wellington  and  a  Peel.  If  one- 
medical  man  will  admit  (as  I  do)  that  he  has  seen,  in 
one  of  the  largest  lying-in  hospitals  iiK  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  lives  of  several  mothers  sacrificed,  and 
admitted  to  be  sacrificed  by  those  who  did  it,,  just  for 
the  chance  of  preserving  a  foetal  life,  what  could  not 
the  entire  voice  of  the  profession  declare  ? 

For  myself,  I  rejoice  at  the  view  which  Professor 
Murphy  takes  of  this  important  subject.  Under  his 
auspices,  and  those  of  other  distinguished  accoucheurs, 
we  shall  come  in  our  day  (so  fraught  with  progress  and- 
with  change;  to  appreciate  and  act  upon  that  true  and 
reasonable  system,  which  teaches  us  that  infantine  is 
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not  to  be  put  in  the  iame  scale  with  adult  and  maternal 
life,  ai  though  they  were  of  one  and  the  same  import- 
cnoe;  but  rather  that  the  former  is  a  miserable  little 
•peck  in  the  great  and  densely-populated  arena  of 
homanitj,  when  compared  with  the  latter,  already 
bonnd  to  the  world  by  so  many  and  such  sacred  ties. 

I  should  not  hare  Tentured,  Sir,  to  impugn  any 
opbion  which  yon  hare  expressed  in  your  review  of  a 
work  presented  to  your  notice,  had  I  not  felt  that  a 
▼ery  important  principle  was  invoWed  in  the  passage 
quoted  at  the  beginning  of  this  letter. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Yoor  obedient  Servant, 

EDGAR  SHEPPARD. 

M.R.C.S.  &  L.S.A. 
Enfield,  October  15,  1852. 


THE  ACID  TREATMENT  OF  DIARRHOEA. 


To  the  Editor  qf  ike  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal, 

SiR,^Having  read  with  interest  Mr.  Sheppard's 
account  of  patients  treated  for  diarrhoea  by  sulphuric 
acid,  I  followed  the  method  of  prescription  detailed  by 
that  gentleman  in  your  number  of  the  15th  of  Sept., 
with  great  success,  in  several  cases.  I  find  it  applicable 
to  persons  of  all  ages;  and  in  one  case,  that  of  a  man 
about  fifty  years  of  age,  the  chalk  and  catechu  mixture 
had  cntireiy  failed  before  I  gave  the  acid.  In  another, 
a  little  child  between  two  and  three  yeers  old  was 
relieved  in  a  day  from  a  profuse  diarrhoea,  with  urgent 
gastric  irritation.  It  appears  to  check  both  purging 
and  vomiting  more  speedily  than  any  other  medicine  I 
have  yet  administered,  toithout  the  addition  of  opium, 
except  in  cases  where  there  is  considerable  pain.  I  have 
always  permitted  free  libations  of  cold  water,  which 
allayed  the  tormenting  thirst,  and  tended  to  compose 
the  patient,  whilst  I  have  regulated  the  dosee  of  add 
According  to  Mr.  Sheppard's  prescriptions,  and  adapted 
them  to  the  age  of  the  patient. 

Tliere  is  one  point  of  interest  worthy  of  notice  in 
connection  with  my  experience  of  this  mode  of  treat- 
ment,  that,  unlike  the  results  of  our  ordinary  astrin- 
gent prescriptions,  when  successful,  there  is  no  tendency 
left  in  the  patient  to  the  opposite  extreme  of  costiveness, 
90  irequently  produced  by  chalk,  catechu,  &c. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  Mr.  Sheppard, 
with  whom  I  am  not  personally  acquainted,  for  the 
Yiluable  hints  his  paper  has  afforded  me ;  and 
I  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

-JOHN  JAMES  MITCHELL,  L.S.A., 

Sarfcon  to  tb«  Wettern  Dispenury  of  Bath. 

17,  Gay  Street,  Bath,  Oct.  19,  1852. 


BLISTERS  IN  GLEET. 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  ProtHndal  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal, 
S»» — In  your  number  of  the  1st  of  September  you 
•ay,  in  reference  to  my  proposal  for  blistering  in  gleet,— 


"  Bat  it  is  so  seldom  that  our  patients  would  like  the 
confinement  necessary,  that  we  can  scarcely  expect  tba 
plan,  however  good,  will  be  extensively  followed." 

But,  Sir,  what  is  his  confinement  ?  I  know  of  none 
sufficient  to  deter  a  patient  who  really  wishes  to  be 
cuned  of  gleet.  I  hare  blistered  many  patients  who 
have  never  laid  up  an  hour,  and  many  more  who  have 
applied  the  blister  on  Saturday  night  and  gone  to  busi- 
ness on  the  Monday  morning;  sore,  it  is  true,  but 
well  able  to  move  about,  and  attend  to  business. 
^  Where  a  patient  has  unlimited  ^ntrol  oyer  his  time, 
it  is  no  great  matter  whether  or  not  he  remains  at  home 
till  the  vesicatbn  is  healed;  but  the  man  of  business 
may  rest  assured  that  he  need  never  lose  a  day  by  using 
a  blister  in  this  way. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir, 
Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  L.  MILTON. 

40,  Jewin  Street,  City, 
Oct  20,  1852. 


FRANCE. 

PROCEEDINGS   OF  THE  FBENCH    ACADEMIES. 


ACADEMIE     DE    MEDBCINE. 

The  TrmuminibilUy  qf  Syphilis  by  Secondary  Soree 

The  time  of  the  Academy  has  been  almost  entirely 
taken  up  for  the  last  two  months,  by  the  discussion  on 
the  transmissibility  of  syphilis  by  inoculation  with  pus 
obtained  from  secondary  sores.  This  discnasion  has 
been  mainly  confined  to  MM.  Velpeau  and  Ricord, 
the  former  of  whom  maintains  the  transmissibility, 
whilst  the  latter,  as  is  well  known,  denies  it  in  toto^ 
and  offered  to  prove  the  negative  before  a  oommisaioo 
nominated  by  the  Academy.  This  offer,  however, 
was  not  accepted  by  M.  Yelpeau,  but  as  tiie  dtscussioa 
was  not  likely  to  lead  to  any  decision  in  flie'fiice  of  the 
conflicting  opinions  of  such  eminent  observers  as  MM. 
Velpeau  and  Ricord,  it  was  proposed  by  M.  BouiUand 
and  carried  with  one  dissentient  voice,  that  the  com- 
mission should  be  appointed  to  take  into  theh:  oonsTder- 
ation  this  question,  so  important  in  the  treatinentof 
syphilis.  The  members  of  the  commission  have  not 
yet  been  named,  and  we  are  afraid  there  will  be  some 
difficulty  in  selecting  them. 


80CIETE     DB     CHIRUEGIE. 

Reauli  of  the  Ligature  qfthe  Large  Arteriet  tn  82 
occurring  in  the  practice  qfM,  Roux. 

The  following  eighty-two  operations  comprise  the 
whole  number  of  ligatures  of  arteries  performed  by  M. 
Roux,  since  1808,  and  were  communicated  by  t>im  to 
the  Society  de  Chimrgie.  An  abstract  of  the  paper 
has  been  published  in  F  Union  Medicate :— 
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Popliteal  artery 


Femoral  artery    46 


Operations, 

,  (  I  Spontaneous  Aneurism  (anci- 
(  ent  operation). 


3  Recent  wounds. 

2  For  hsemorrfaage  after  gnnsbot 

wounds. 
2  Wounds  of  artery  in  operation. 
7  Haemorrhage  after  amputation. 

1  Femoral  aneurism  (Hunter's 

operation). 

2  Femoral    aneurism     (ancient 

operation). 
2  Fungous  tumour  of  tilua. 
27  Popliteal  aneurism  iHunter's 
operation). 


Srachial  artery    20 


10  False  aneurism  of  the  bend  of 

the  arm. 
6  Arterio-venous  aneurism. 
2  Hfemorrhageafteramputadon. 
1  Spontaneous  aneurism  of  the 
ulnar  artery. 
.  1  Fungous  tumour  of  the  radius. 


Carotid  (, 


■( 


1  Fungous  tumour  of  the  orbit. 

2  WouBd  of  the  face. 

3  As  a  precautionary  measure 

before  operations. 


Axillary  (Imme^-)  .1 
diAtcly  below  the  {•  4* 
caTicle)  i 

Subclavian  ,•• 
.  External  Iliac 

.1      Total  ... 


3 
.2 

82 


1  Spontaneous  aneurism. 

1  Recent    wound,     with    false 

aneurism. 

2  Haemorrhage  after  amputation 

at  the  shoulder  joint. 

Secondary  hsemorrhage. 

Secondary  haemorrhage  after 
ligature  of  the  femoral 
artery. 


In  these  operations  ~tha  distal  mode  of  Brasdor  has 
not  been  tried.  The  old  method  16  times ;  and  that  of 
Hunter,  with  Scarpa's  ligature  66  times.  The  number 
of  cases  of  true  aneurism  was  33,  of  which  two  only  were 
women.  The  results  were,  10  unsuccessful  and  23 
cures.  The  number  of  false  aneurisms  was  10,  all  of 
which  were  successfully  treated: 

Of  the  six  cases  of  arterio-Tenous  aneurism,  for  which 
the  humeral  artery  was  tied  in  each  case,  four  were  sue- 
cessfb],  and  in  two  amputation  was  necessitated  by 
gapgrene  or  secondary  hsemorrhage. 

These  statistical  &cts  will  be  read  with  interest  by 
the  English  surgeon^  by  whom  the  thick  ligature  used 
by  Scarpa  is  now  carefully  eschewed,  but  the  small 
number  of  cases  (4)  in  which  secondary  hsemorrhage 
occurred,  will  certainly  bear  out  M.  Rous  in  his  attach- 
ment to  this  mode  of  operation.  The  difference  between 
tJie  English  and  French  modes  of  conducting  the  liga- 
ttire  of  arteries  is  so  great,  both  in  tiie  operation  itself 
and  in  the  dressing  of  the  wound,  that  we  rejoice  to 
find  that  the  aboye  £acts  will  form  part  of  a  complete 
work  on  surgery,  which  M.  Roux  is  now  preparing,  and 
of  which  the  memoir  presented  to  the  Societe  de 
Chirurgie  is  only  an  instalment. 


^rnDmtial  35&Atral  k  Inrgiml  SaunmL 


WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  27,  1852. 

In  out  review  of  Dr.  Mubphy's  "  Lectures 
on  Midwifery,"  published  in  our  lajst  number, 
we  ventured  to  differ  with  iliat  gentleman  as  to- 
his  estimate  of  the  value  of  infant  life,  when 
compared  with  that  of  the  mother.  This  opinion 
of  ours  is  protested  against  by  Mr.  Edgab 
Shbppabd,  whose  letter  will  be  found  at  page 
565 ;  but  that  gentleman,  in  selecting  a  par* 
ticular  phrase,  has  somewhat  overstated  the 
assertion  which  we  then  made.  To  prevent 
further  misconception,  we  reprint  the  whole 
passage : — 

**  Dr.  Murphy  advocates  the  employment  of  turning 
only  when  the  presentation  has  been  discovered  early 
enough  to  act  before  there  has  been  so  great  a  loss  of 
blood  as  to  endanger  the  mother;  indeed,  his  leaning 
evidently  is  to  the  separation  of  the  placenta  in  all  cases^ 
believing  that  the  life  of  the  child  is  not  to  be  con- 
sidered for  a  moment,  when  weighed  against  the  mother's^ 
This  riew  is  held  all  through  the  lectures,  to  an  extent 
which  we  think  scarcely  justifiable.  We  have  no  right 
to  hold  the  scales ;  but  our  office  is  to  heal  all,  whether 
young  or  old.  It  would,  we  think,  be  as  justifiable  ta' 
destroy  a  patient  who  is  attacked  with  an  iafectious 
disease  of  a  dangerous  character,  in  order  to  prevent 
his  communicating  it  to  a  more  valuable  life,  as  ta 
destroy  an  infant  (whUe  a  chance  of  its  living  remains) 
in  order  to  avoid  risk  to  the  mother.'' 

It  is  true  that  we  say,  "  that  we  have  no  right 
to  hold  the  scales ;"  but  here,  from  the  context, 
it  is  quite  dear  that  we  do  not  mean  that  the 
foetal  life  should  never  be  sacrificed  to  save  tho* 
mother's,  but  that  it  is  not  right  to  destroy  the 
child  inunediately  the  mother's  life  is  at  all 
endangered ;  and  that  it  is  not  until  the  case  is 
clearly  one  of  election  between  the  death  of  the 
child  and  that  of  the  mother,  or  perhaps  both, 
that  we  are  justified  in  destroying  the  former* 
In  this  case  there  is,  literally,  no  "holtog  the 
scales,"  but  in  that  propounded  by  Dr.  Mttbphy, 
and  supported  by  Mr.  ShbppabdT  we  have  to 
weigh  the  risk  which  the  mother  runs,  and  when 
that  risk  weighs  sufficient  to  counterbalance  the 
value  of  the  child's  life,  then  we  are  to  take  that 
life  without  a  moment's  hesitation. 

Against  this  law  we  strongly  protest ;  the  laws 
of  God  and  man  alike  tells  us  that  we  shall  not 
kill,  and  we  object  to  the  breaking  of  that  law 
without  some  greater  warrant  than  the  mere 
accidental  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  particular 
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life  involved,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Sheppabd. 
It  is,  in  our  opinion,  only  when  Nature  says  that 
one  must  die,  that  we  are  justified  in  selecting 
the  least  valuable  of  the  two ;  and  here  we  agree 
with  Mr.  Sheppabd,  that  there  ought  not  to  be 
a  moment's  hesitation,  either  in  selecting  the 
mother's  as  the  more  valuable  life,  or  in  "acting 
upon  this  decision  as  soon  as  we  are  satisfied 
that  interference  is  necessary. 

Mr.  Sheppabd  asserts,  that  we  "have  no 
business  to  make  the  sanctity  of  infant  life  an 
abstract  matter,  until  we  are  fully  assured,  as 
fer  as  our  diagnostic  powers  will  permit  us,  of 
the  safety  of  that  more  precious  life  firom  which 
alone  the  infantine  one  springs."  But  this 
argument  will  not  hold  in  this  particular  case, 
unless  it  is  equjjlly  tenable  in  all,  and  then  wo 
should  have  to  procure  abortion  or  premature 
labour  in  all  cases  in  which  the  pelvis  is  so  small. 
as  to  cause  any  danger  in  the  delivery  at  the 
full  period ;  as,  for  instance,  where  the  forceps 
must  be  used ;  in  which  cajse  the  mortality 
varies  from  1  in  15  to  1  in  20.  In  fact,  in 
all  cases  where  the  maternal  life  is,  as  far  as  we 
can  tell,  sure  to  be  riske<^  at  the /all  period  of 
gestation,  it  would  be  right  to  prevent  thiU:  risk 
i)y  producing  delivery  at  a  time  when  no  such 
risk  would  be  incurred.  Now,  will  Mr.  Sheppabd 
-flection  such  a  course  P  We  think  not.  At  all 
events  we  hope  not.  But  leaving  out  of  the 
question  for  the  present  the  discussion  of  the 
extreme  views  held  by  our  correspondeat,  we 
will  confine  ourselves  to  the  consideration  of  the 
argument  against  detaching  th%  placenta  in 
placenta  pra)via.  This  question  is  one  of  great 
practical  importance,  involving  not  only  the 
expediency,  but  the  abstract  question  of  right, 
of  practising  this  modem  innovation.  It  is  true 
that  Dr.  Simpson  maintained,  that  nearly  one 
out  of  three  children  survived  after  the  detach- 
ment of  the  placenta  prior  to  delivery,  and  if 
his  facts  are  to  be  relied  upon  as  corresponding 
with  the  general  results  of  this  practice,  we 
should  consider  theoperation,  perhaps,  justifiable. 
But  we  were,  and  still  are,  arguing  the  matter  upon 
Dr.  Muephy's  own  grounds,  viz.,  "that,  although 
safer  to  the  mother,  it  is  destructive  to  the 
xjhild."*  And  this,  we  believe,  to  be  now  the 
general  opinion.  Upon  these  premises,  then, 
the  question  resolves  itself  into  this: — Is  it 
justifiable  to  destroy  the  child,  in  order  to  relieve 
the  mother  from  a  comparative  degree  of  risk, 

*  Page  114. 


the  extent  of  which  is  not  even  settled  by  the 
profession  P  We  know  that  turning,  when  prac- 
tised early  and  skUfklly,  as  shown  by  the 
results  of  the  practice  of  Dr.  Collins,  Dr. 
Ohubchill,  Mr.  Newnham,  and  many  others, 
is  not  attended  with  the  danger  which  Dr. 
'SiHFSON  attaches  to  it.  And  we  also  know 
that  it  is  not  fair  to  compare  the  mortality 
from  this  operation,  when  performed  upon 
exhausted  patients,  with  that  resultmg  from  the 
detachment  of  the  placenta  by  the  natural 
powers  of  the  uterus;  and  we  do  conscien- 
tiously maintain,  that  until  tkere  is  a  greater 
preponderance  of  opinion  in  favour  of  the 
new  operation,  based  upon  sound  statistical 
da^  and  clearly  showing  that  the  risk  in  the 
one  case  is  extremely  great  to  the  mother,  and 
in  the  other  so  small  as  to  be  put  out  of  our 
calculation,  we  should  not  allow  our  feelings  to 
get  the  better  of  our  judgment,  as  is  the  case 
with  those  who,  like  Mr.  Sheppabd,  maintun 
t^t  the  mother's  life  is  "  infinitely"  more  valu- 
able than  her  unborn  child's.  We  are  quite 
ready  to  admit,  that  many  maternal  lives  are 
sacrificed  by  delay,  but  how  many  infantine  lives 
are  "destroyed  by  undue  interference  with  the 
perforator,  or  by  the  detachment  of  the  placenta, 
it  is'itnpoBsible  even  to  surmise.  Of  one  thing 
we  are  quite  certain,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to 
guard  against  our  feelings,  in  considering  the 
value  of  the  life  of  the  foetus,  for  we  are  all 
ready  enough,  for  the  sake  of  the  family,  and  for 
the  sake  of  our  own  reputations,  to  do  all  in  our 
power  to  save  the  mother ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  nothing  but  an  imperative  sense  of  our 
duty  to  God  and  man  will  ever  prevent  our 
carrying  out,  to  the  fullest  extent,  ^the  views 
propounded  by  Dr.  Mtjbphy  in  the  fdlowing 
passage: — ''If  we  have  any  doubt  about  the 
mother's  safety,  not  to  hesitate  one  moment 
because  of  the  child."  Against  this  dictum 
we  must  stni  protest,  believing  that  the  mother's 
life  must  not  only  be  endangered^  but  that  we 
ought  to  be  satisfied  that  in  our  judgment  it  will 
be  sacrificed,  if  we  do  not  take  the  law  int-o  our 
own  hands,  and  sacrifice  her  child.  We  would 
have  every  obstetric  practitioner  weigh  well  the 
following  extract  from  Dr.  Chitbchill's  valuable 
manual  :— 

"  In  fad,  U  ought  to  be  deeply  impresHd  vpon  every 
praeUiioner  that  he  who  destroys  the  child  without  due 
evidence  that  this  is  his  only  resource  for  samng  the 
mother f  is  guilty  of  murder.** 
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Whilb  necesaarily  obliged  to  give  our  chief 
attention  to  the  change,  in  the  organization^ef 
our  journal,  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  our  higher 
interests,  of  those  which  we  hold  in  common 
with  all  our  fellow-oonntrymen — the  danger  of 
another  cholera  epidemic.  As  it  is  obvious  to  all 
that  this  terrible  scourge  looms  in  the  distance, 
and  will  assail  us  again  sooner  or  later,  even  if 
the  present  epidemic  current  be  averted  from 
our  shores,  it  is,  worth  while  to  glance  at  the 
past,  so  as  to  comprehend  our  present  position, 
and  be  prepared  for  the  future. 

The  first  visitation  of  the  cholera  took  u»  all 

unawares.     Public   authority  knew  not  what 

public  measures  to  adopt.    We  ourselves  were 

equally  taken  aback  when  called  upon  to  buckle 

to  and  face  the  danger  at  the  bedside;  .tliat 

danger  passed  away,  and  it  was  only  when  the 

pestilential  waves  were  again  seen  approaching, 

and  w^en  they  menaced  again  to  invade  our 

shores  by   all  else   unconquered,    that  pul^o 

measures   were   taken   to   avert   the   dangcfr. 

Between  the  two  epidemics,  certain  men  had 

foreseen  the  possibility  of  turning  the  public 

evil  to  their  own  good,  and  some  sharp  lawyersy 

briefless   barristers,    and   stray   medical    men 

without   patients,    set  going   certain   sanitary 

improvements,    which  the  constituted  medical 

corporations  of  the  kingdom  should  have  openly 

taken  up ;  they  should  have  taught  the  Legis- 

kfcure  what  was  wanted  for  the  improvement 

of  the  public  health,  and  assumed  the  medical 

management   of  the  country;  for  it  is  plain, 

that  unless  the  barrister  is  fit  to  be  consulted 

in  an  individual  case  of  cholera,  it  is  absurd  to  trust 

to  his  advice  when  the  general  health  of  the 

country.'  is  menaced  by  the  same  epidemic.    The 

profession-forsook  its  duty  to  the  public,  and  the 

natural  consequence  was,  that  the  profession  was 

doomed  to  be  lorded  over  in  medical  matters  by 

a   set   of   conceited   sanitarians    without    any 

knowledge  or  experience  of  health  or  disease. 

Thus,  while  in  France,  Majbhdib,  one  of  the 

first  physiologists  of  the  age,  was  at  the  head  of 

the  Board  of  Health,  in  England  Lord  Cablislb 

assumed  that  important  position— a  man  who 

knows  something  about  Pope's  poetry,  but  who 

is  as  ignorant  of  medical  knowledge  as  a  new- 

bom  babe.    For  colleagues,  he  had  the  present 

Lord  Shaptesbuby  and  Mr.  Chadwick,  who 

were  both  equally  ignorant  of  medical  matters, 

and  their  dilemmas  would  furnish  an  amusing 


history.  They  began  by  issuing  cholera  in- 
structions, which  the  College  of  Physicians  in 
London  forthwith  opposed ;  they  failed  in  their 
attempts  to  close  our  abominable  intramural  burial 
grounds,  and  to  establish  a  new  system  of  burial ; 
they  could  not  even  obtain  water  for  those  who- 
live  in  large  towns.  Bcports  have  been  written, 
it  is  true,  but  the  measures  inculcated  have  met 
with  the  sterility  which  will  be  the  lot  of  every 
Board  of  Health  of  which  the  medical  profession 
does  not  constitute  the  bulk  reaping  the  honours 
of  the  business  done  by  them. 

Although  no  credit  be  due  to  those  connected 
with  the  Board  of  Health,  its  establishment  was- 
a  good  precedent,  and  part  of  its  legislation  may 
easily  be  mode  applicable  to  the  improvement  of 
the  sanitary  state  of  towns.      It  is  well  to  bear 
this  is  mind  now  that  cholera  menaces  present 
devastation.    When  we  are  called  upon  to  pre- 
scribe for  a  patient  afflicted  with  some  complaint 
which  does  not  yet  disclose  its  nature,  what  do 
we  do  ?    Are  we  not  guided  by  general  princi- 
ples P — do  we  not  remove  all  pernicious  influences, 
have  recourse  to  measures  generally  found  useful 
to  maintain  health,  and  trust  to  the  powers  of 
the  living  organism  to  defend  it  against  disease  P 
So  it  should  be  with  the  public  health  and  the 
heal^  of  towns.     We  should  seek  to  improve 
the  ventilation,  the  supply  of  water,  the  drainage, 
the  system  of  burying,  and,  if  it  be  diflGicult  to 
ventilate  many  of  the  rookeries  of  our  large 
towns,  as  we  have  no  President  to  knock  down 
houses  by  a  decree ;— if  it  be  difficult  to  prevent 
the  dead  from  dangerously  affecting  the  health 
of  the  living,   because    some    of  our   Clergy 
naturally  prefer  their  own  fat  incomes  to  the 
health  of  their  flocks,  we  can,  it  appears,  obtain 
a  plentiful  supply  of  water  at  a  trifling  expense. 
This  has  been  done  at  Nottingham ;  but  it  is  not 
generally  known  how  it  can  be  done  by  smaller 
communities.    We,  therefore,  draw  our  readers* 
attention  to  the  praiseworthy  example  of  the 
Tottenham  sanitarians : — 


**  Tottcnbam  is  not  taken  under  the  special  protec- 
tion of  the  great  Sewers'  Commission.  It  is  not  blessed 
with  the  tutelage  of  the  great  water  companies,  nor 
charmed  into  inaction  by  false  responsibilities.  It 
enjoys  the  uiestimable  advantage  of  being  let  alone  to 
take  care  of  itself.  The  cholera  it  is  true,  on  its  last 
visitation,  found  it  not  only  without  sanitary  precau- 
tions, but  also  without  sanitary  pretences,  and  if  its  in- 
habitants died  under  malaria,  theywere  not  afflicted  with 
humbug.  The  calamity  was  bitter  enough  for  the  time, 
but  nothing  stood  in  the  way  of  remedy,  and,  as  there 
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was  no  GoTemment  Commiseion  appointed  to  do  the 
work,  there  was  some  probability  that  it  mi|(ht  be  done. 
The  Whigs  had  not  played  fast  and  loose  upon  the 
qnestion,  as  they  did  with  the  general  drainage  scheme, 
and  tiie  Protectionists  had  not  had  the  opportunity  of 
trying  their  hands  at  sham  upon  it.  Oar  worthy 
friends  set  to  the  task  in  the  good  old  Anglo-Saxon, 
adf-helping  fashion,  and,  under  the  daoses  of  the 
General  Health  Act,  tried  if  they  themselves  could  not 
provide  for  the  common  means  of  safety. 

*'  The  result  of  their  efforts  is  well  worth  noting-— its 
comparison  with  the  state  of  the  districts  in  which  no 
efforts  have  been  made  will  effectually  fix  responsibility 
upon  the  indifferent  and  upon  the  quacks.  A  cost  of 
j£7,5O0  has  been  incurred  in  a  district  numbering 
1,500  houses.  The  average  is  just  £b  per  house. 
What  has  been  got  for  the  outlay  ?  Eight  miles  and 
three-tenths  of  sewer  mains  and  sub-mains,  10  miles  of 
water-mains  and  brancheSf  which  last  are  connected 
with  170  hydrants,  that  is,  sqlf-acting  tubes,  which,  by 
the  mere  high  pressure  of  the  water,  conduct  it  in  any 
case  of  fire  over  the  highest  houses  in  the  district,  so 
that  it  is  thrown  without  the  need  of  any  usual  fire- 
engine,  and  may  be  used  to  put  out  a  conflagration 
before  such  casual  assistance  could  arrive.  Two  steam- 
engines  and  pumps,  and  an  upper  and  lower  reservoir, 
are  included  in  the  cost.  Thus  the  inhabttaots,  for 
their  £b  per  house,  have'  a  constant  water  supply, 
not  kept  in  cisterns,  but,  by  high  pressure,  constantly 
at  hand,  and  perfectly  fresh  and  cool,  laid  to  the  very 
tops<«f  their  houses  if  they  choose  it,  and  entailing  an 
expense  of  about  twopence  per  house  each  week.  They 
have  the  readiest  and  most  effectual  remedy  for  aori- 
dents  by  fire,  and  they  have  a  complete  drainage  on  the 
most  modern  system,  not  indeed  so  costly  as  the  old 
brick  sewers,  but  infimteiy  more  effectual,  as  the  '  back 
drainage'  would  drive  all  refuse  through  the  pipes  not 
only  befare  it  would  have  time  to  taint  the  air,  but 
before  it  could  putrify.  The  entire  cost,  if  I  under- 
stands the  report,  including  the  repayment  of  the  original 
outlay  for  all  these  purposes,  would  not  exceed  3d.  a 
week  foJ  a  £\0  house  containing  a  water-closet.  In- 
deed, the  report  boasts  that  the  expense  of  the  water 
supply  will  fall  below  that  of  the  maintenance  and 
repair  of  cisterns  and  their  appendages  to  those  who  are 
already  possessed  of  them.  It  was  not  to  be  wondered 
at  that  the  inhabitants  of  Tottenham,  seeing  what  has 
been  done  for  them,  are  gladly  and  almost  unanimously 
availing  themselves  of  the  advantages  so  provided.  To 
those  communities  who  may  have  decision  and  enlighten- 
ment enough  to  tollow  this  example,  it  is  fit  to  offer  the 
further  encouragement  that  the  cost  of  putting  the 
Health  of  Towns  Act  in  operation  has  been  but 
£M,  14s.  6d. ;  whereas,  as  the  report  too  truly 
observes,  a  local  Act  might,  at  the  usual  average,  have 
entailed  an  expense  of  ;£^2,000.'' 


Thk  Council  of  the  Bath  and  Bristol  Branch, 

in   accordance  with  an   unanimous  resolution, 

have  convened  a  special  general  meeting  of  the 

Members  to  be  held  at  the    Bojal  Western 

,     Hotel,  Bristol,  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  26th 

^  instant,  to  consider  if  any  and  what  steps  should 


be  taken  in  oonsequence  of  the  rerdict  giren  on 
the  trial— BovBir  v.  Cox.  And  also  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  publishing  such  a  letter  oft 
medical  subjects,  in  a  public  newspaper,  as  wis 
recently  done  by  Mr.  John  Bjlrbbtt,  in  the  case 
BouBN  V.  Cox. 


(Fr<nn  our  awn  ComtpondeniJ 

London,  Oct.  25,  1852. 
The  medical  societies  in  the  metropolis  are  iA  the 
course  of  resuming  their  usual  avocations.  The  Harveian 
is  almost  in  the  nature  of  a  private  society;  but 
the  Medical  Society  of  London,  the  prooeedmgi 
of  which  are  generally  announced  in  the  medical 
journals,  requires  some  notice.  The  first  meeting  for 
the  present  session  was  heU  on  Saturday,  the  9th 
instant,  Dr.-Lankester,  Vice-President,  in  the  chahr, 
the  President,  Mr.  Bishop,  bdng  unable  to  attend  in 
consequence  of  an  attack  of  rheumatism,  from  wfaioh, 
however,  he  was  said  to  be  recovering.  The  wttendaiice 
of  members  was  as  usual.  A  goodly  number  of  medical 
men  were  present,  but  the  room  was  not  uncomfortably 
crowded.  During  the  recess  some  improvements  have 
been  effected  in  the  meeting-room ;  the  ventilation  is 
better  managed  than  before ;  the  **  dnngfats  from 
Heaven  or  blasts  from  Hell"  are  now  not  felt  so  as  to 
endanger  health  as  was  previously  the  case,  and  fan  enroty 
respect,  indeed,  the  meeting-room  shows  that  some 
efficient  hand  has  been  at  work.  Over  the  seat  of  the 
President  is  a  fine  bust  of  Hippocrates.  The  society, 
it  was  stated,  was  flourishing;  indeed,  it  was  never  hi  a 
better  condition:  i^ts  financial  difficulties  had  pa«ed 
away,  and  it  was  fully  anticipated  that  the  amalgama- 
tion with  the  Westminster  Medical  would  prove  in 
every  way  an  excellent  measure  for  its  ultimate  benefit. 
Many  papers  from  authors  of  repute  belon^g  to  the 
society  had  been  promised  for  the  commendog  sessioa, 
and  the  shelves  in  the  library,  which,  although  filled 
with  an  ample  supply  of  ancient  medical  works,  had  yet 
room  for  more,  especially  if  recent  ones,  had  had 
numerous  additions  made  to  their  contents  during  the 
recess. 

.  The  first  communication  made  was  by  Dr.  Hawkea- 
ley,  and  had  reference  to  an  improvement  in  the  air- 
mattrass^  or  bed,  for  invalids  suffering  from  diseases  of 
the  urinary  organs  which  prevented  their  retaining  the 
usual  excretion.  It  consisted  simply  in  the  perforation 
of  the  mattrass  by  a  tube  made  of  vulcanised  Indim* 
rubber,  which  on  its  upper  surface  presented  an  inftin- 
dibuUform,  or  funnel-shaped  cavity,  into  which  the 
fluid  ran  as  it  passed  away,  and  thus  tended  to  prevent 
irritetion  of  the  skin,  and  the  subsequent  bed-sores. 
The  patient,  it  was  said,  might  be  moved  once  or 
twice  a  day,  and  the  surfoce  of  the  mattrass  sponged 
and  dried.  Par  parentkise,  Dr.  Hawkealey  remarked 
that  he  had  found  oxide  of  zinc  and  water  the  best 
application  when  the  skin  is  irritated  by  the  urinary 
diseharges.  Mr.  Box  showed  the  improved  air-mattrass 
duly  inflated. 
Dr.  Lankester  next  exhibited  a  small  box  or  case, 
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containing  several  acupuncture  needles,  ranged  in  a 
circle,  which  on  being  applied  to  the  skin  and  pressure 
exerted  on  the  other  end  of  it,  caused  the  needles  to 
penetrate  to  a  greater  or  less  depth,  as  might  be  desired. 
In  this  respect  it  might  be  compared  to  the  scarificator 
in  cupping,  except  that  it  was  worked  by  pressure  and 
not  by  a  spring.  Dr.  Lankester  said  it  was  used  on 
the  Continent  in  cases  of  rheumatism,  &c.,  croton-oil 
being  afterwards  rubbed  in  on  the  wounded  parts  as  a 
rubefacient,  but  in  that  respect  he  could  not  say  it  was 
better  than  the  ordinary  croton-oil  ointment,  or  lini- 
ment. He  had  met  with  it  in  France,  and  finding  that 
those  medical  men  in  this  country  to  whom  he  had 
shown  it  had  not  seen  or  heard  of  it  before,  he  had 
thought  it  might  be  useful  to  exhibit  it  to  the  society. 

Mr.  Richardson,  of  Putney,  next  brought  forward  a 
specimen  of  enlarged  spleen,  taken  from  a  patient  of 
Dr.  Smith's^  at  Richmond.  The  deceased  had  been  ill 
several  weeks,  and  a  tumour  in  the  abdomen  had  been 
discovered,  but  its  nature  not  recognised.  The  spleen 
weighed  3i  lbs.  The  left  kidney,  on  which  that  organ 
rested,  was  partly  atrophied,  the  right  being  of  the 
natural  size,  which  he  (Mr.  Richardson)  accounted  for 
by  saying  that  the  compensating  increase  in  size,  &e., 
of  one  organ,  when  its  fellow  is  atrophied,  rarely  if  ever 
occurs  after  the  30th  year.  The  heart  was  also  very 
much  atrophied,  the  Idt  cavity  of  the  pleura  full  of 
fluids  and  the  lung  much  compressed.  Death  occurred 
by  asthenia. 

Dr.  Rogers  showed  a  specimen  of  cateareous  deposit 
in  the  aorta,  and  on  its  semilunar  valves,  with  exten- 
sive enlaqi^ement  and  softening  of  the  heart,  and  com- 
mendng  fatty  degeneration  of  its  walls.  As  he  was 
only  called  to  see  the  deceased,  aged  37 »  when  in  ariiculo 
mortUf  he  could  not  institute  a  careful  stethoscopic 
ezammation,  but  there  were  great  regurgitation  and 
obstruction  at  the  site  of  the  semilunar  valves* 

This  was  followed  by  a  short  but  interesting  paper 
by  Dr.  Cogswell,  who  detailed  sundry  experiments 
made  by  himself  and  others,  on  frogs,  rabbits,  &c., 
with  hydrocyanic  add,  the  result  leading  him  to  con- 
clude that  that  powerful  agent  exercised  a  great  in- 
fluence on  the  larynx  and  trachea. 
"  The  evening  concluded  by  reading  a  highly  mteresting 
and  philosophical  paper  written  by  the  president,  Mr. 
Bishop*  ''  On  some  of  the  principal  attempts  to  reduce 
the  Functions  of  the  Human  Body  to  an  exact  Science,'^' 
in  the  course  of  which  the  author  sought  to  bring  the 
physiological  and  some  of  the  pathological  phenomena - 
of  the  human  apparatus  to  the  certainty  of  mathematical 
formulse.  It  elicited  some  discussion,  to  which  the 
absence  of  the  writer  was  a  great  drawback. 

The  Pathological  Society,  one  of  the  most  recent,  and 
at  the  same  time  one  of  the  most  valuable  medical 
societies  in  the  metropolis,  commences  its  session  on 
tiie  19th  instant.  Meanwhile  the  ooundl  have  pub* 
Isahed  their  sixth  annual  report,  a  volume  replete  with 
most  important  information  on  every  subdivision  of 
pathology,  illustrated  by  some  excellent  reports  on 
sundry  of  the  cases,  and  by  usefcd  and  careful  engrav- 
ings* This  Society,  beyond  a  doubt,  is  destined  to  take 
a  high  place  among  the  scientific  bodies  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 


The  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  though 
last,  certainly  not  the  least  of  our  medical  institutes, 
delays  its  commencement  until  the  second  Tuesday  in 
next  month,  when  we  may  expect  to  be  able  to  enrich 
our  reports  with  notices  of  the  valuable  papers  to  be 
brought  forward  for  discussion  at  its  meetings. 

At  the  succeeding  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
London,  Mr.  Bishop,  the  President,  was  still  unable  to 
take  the  chair.  .  Although  recovering  from  the  attack 
of  acute  rheumatism  under  which  he  has  now  been 
suffering  for  some  time,  he  has  not  yet  convalesced 
sufllciently  to  encounter  the  risk  of  exposure  to  the 
influences  of  night  air  at  this  season  of  the  year.  His 
place  was  worthily  filled  by  Dr.  Edwin  Lankester,  one 
of  the  "Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society. 

A  singular  and  interesting  case  of  emphysema  was 
described  by  Dr.  Burke  Ryan.  His  patient  was  an 
infant,  suffering  from  scarlet  fever;  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  attack  it  had  suffered  from  great 
depression  and  dyspnooa,  and  the  occurrence  of  the 
eruption  was  simultaneous  with  an  emphysematous 
appearance,  which  commenced  about  the  jaws,  and 
extended  over  the  whole  of  the  upper  part  of  the  back, 
and  thence  to  the  integument  covering  the  cheats 
The  case  soon  ended  fatally.  Although  Dr.  Ryan  was 
not  allowed  to  institute  a  pott-mortem  examination  of  the 
body,  he  felt  satisfied  that  the  emphysema  did  not 
originate  in  the  lungs,  but  was  caused  by  tiie  spontaneous 
decomposition  of  the  tissues,  induced  by  the  poison  of 
soarlatina.  As  an  illustration  of  this  opinion  he  quoted 
several  similar  cases  connected  with  zymotic  disease^ 
but  acknowledged  that  he  did  not  know  of  any  in  which 
the  scarlatina  poison  had  previously  produced  such  a 
result.  He  purposes  publishing  the  details  of  the  case 
in  full  in  one  of  the  medical  journals,  and  the  profession 
wiU  be  enabled  to  see  his  reasons  for  that  opinion  given 
at  greater  length,  and  will  be  enabled  to  ascertain  their 
value. 

A  singular  exhibition  ms  made  subsequently,  by  Mr* 
Weeden  Cooke,  lone  of  the  surgeons  connected  with 
that  newly-started  aspirant  for  public  and  professional 
favour— the  Cancer  Hospital.  He  showed  under  the 
microscope  sundry  insects,  of  the  shape  of  bugs,  but 
rather  more  ovoid,  and  others  eel-like  in  figure,*which 
he  had  found  in  the  matter  secreted  by  a  cancerous 
ulcer  on  the  tongue.  He  said  that  he  had  examined 
many  such  sores  in  various  parts,  but  had  not,  as  yet, 
found  these  insects  anywhere  else,  but  always^on  the 
ulcers  of  the  tongue. 

The  parts  concerned  in  the  operation  for  excision  of 
the  elbow-joint,  some  time  subsequent  to  the  operation, 
were  next  exhibited  by  Mr.  Henry  Smith.  The  most 
interesting  feature  of  the  case  consisted  in  the  very  rapid 
occurrence  of  necrosis  of  the  humerus,  caused  by  a  fedl, 
fracturing  that  bone,  when  the  patient,  a  very  strumous 
boy,  was  very  nearly  convalescent  after  the  operation. 
The  shaft  of  the  bone,  from  the  fracture  downwards, 
was  necrosed ;  in  the  course  of  a  week  Mr.  Smith  felt 
himself  callecT  upon,  consequently,  to  amputate  at  the 
shoulder-joint.  So  rapidly  did  the  death  of  the  bone 
occur,  that  Dr.  Camps  could  not  credit  its  dependence 
on  the  accident,  but  was  inclined  to  refer  it  to  pre-, 
existing  disease  of  the  bone,  connected  with  the  state  of 
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the  elbow-joint,  for  which  excision  had  been  practised. 
This  opinion  was  controverted  by  Messrs.  Gay,  E. 
Canton,  and  H.  Smith,  all  of  whom  held  the  opposite 
view.  The  two  former  detailed  cases  in  which  the 
progress  of  necrosis  was  eqoally  rapid ;  and  Mr.  Gay 
stated,  that  within  the  last  twelve  months  he  had  seen 
more  cases  of  necrosis  than  he  had  done  during  his 
previons  professional  career.  So  prone  indeed  was  the 
osseous  structure  to  take  on  that  form  of  diseased 
action,  that  the  slightest  injury  would  induce  it.  A 
blow,  by  no  means  severe,  on  the  tibia,  had  induced 
necrosis  of  that  bone,  extending  to  the  knee-joint,  and 
jiecessitating  amputation  in  the  lower-third  of  the  thigh, 
and  singularly  enough  the  shaft  of  the  femur  subse- 
quently became  necrosed.  This,  Mr.  Gay  stated,  had 
occurred  in  two  instances  in  his  practice  during  tfae  last 
twelvemonths,  so  that  he  was  now  led  to  regard  every 
injury  to  the  bone,  however  slight  it  might  appear  to  be 
At  first,  as  likely  to  involve  most  serious  consequences. 
Mr.  Weeden  Cooke  regarded  this  tendency  to  necrosis 
as  in  some  way  connected  with  the  tendency  to  asthenic 
disease,  which  has  now  been  noticed  for  some  years, 
and  added,  that  he  had  seen,  it-  ensue  in  several  cases  of 
-^the  fumncnlar  and  carbuncular  endemic  now  prevailing. 
An  excellent  and  most  valuable  paper  by  Dr.  Risdon 
JBennett,  ''  On  Cases  of  Empyema,  discharged  through 
the  Bronchi,  and  on  thc^  Character  of  the  Purulent 
Pleuro  -  Pneumonia,"  dMed  the  jfdenmt.  After 
detailing  at  some  length  setieral  interesting  cases  of 
empyema,  caused  by  the  pleuro-pneumoaia,  in  two 
of  which  the  matter  was  discharged  through  the  bronchi, 
and  the  patients  recovered,  Dr.  Bennett  proceeded  to 
show  the  difference  between  the  epidemic  pleuro-pneu- 
monia  and  the  ordinary  sthenic  form  of  that  disease. 
It  usually  commences  either  by  pleurisy  or  catarrh. 
The  pain  is  very  severe,  and  effusion  occurs  rapidly, 
,  And  to  a  considerable  extent,  soon  becoming  purulent ; 
cough  not  troublesome ;  the  sputa  copious,  and  more  or 
less  tenacious  and  glairy,  sometimes  streaked  with 
blood,  at  others-sesembling  prune  juice,  or  of  a  dirty- 
.gteen  yellow  colour;  dyspnoea  not  urgent,  nor  the 
respirations  much  increased  in  frequency ;  pkin  moist 
And  clammy ;  tongue  covered  with  a  creamy  fur  ;  pulse 
rapid,  soft  and  feeble*  The  physical  signs  indicate  the 
rapid  spread  of  inflammation  over  a  great  extent  of 
surface,  but  usually  confined  to  one  side;  although 
many  cases  of  double  pleuro-pneumonia  fell  under  Dr. 
Bennett's  notice.  The  principal  character  of  the 
inflammation,  besides  its  asthenic  signs,  was  the  ten- 
dency, not  to  solidification  or  hepatization  of  the  lung, 
which  rarely  occurred,  and  never  to  any  extent,  but  its 
rapidly  assuming  the  suppurative  form,  and  its  liability 
to  run  into  gangrene.  Dr.  Bennett  regarded  it  as  a 
variety  of  erysipelatous  inflammation;  and  the  treat- 
ment consequently  was  stimulant,  and  not  antiphlogistic. 
Local  bleeding  was  serviceable  at  the  very  commeuoe- 
ment  of  the  attack;  but  was  practised  only  to  a  limited 
Axtent.  Five-grain  doses  of  compound  pulverised 
ipecacuhana,  with  a  grain  of  calomel  -or  grey  pow- 
der, given  every  six  hours,  were  found  of  use ;  but 
counteraction  by  means  of  blisters,,  with  ammonia, 
combined  with  its  acetate,  and  serpentaria  or  senega, 
•constituted,  in  his  opinion,  the  best  plan  to  be  adopted. 
Beef-tea  and  wine  were  also  necessary.      The  disease 


^was  found  to  be  very  fatal,  and  with  great  rapidity.  In 
some  cases,  so  rapid  and  great  was  the  prostration,  that 
stimulants  were  requisite  ab  inHio.  Dr.  Bennett's 
views  were  generally  supported  by  those  who  followed 
him,  except  that  Dr.  Theophilus  Thompson  oonsidefed 
it  injudicious  to  give  opium,  as  it  lessened  the  expecto* 
ration  and  increased  the  dyspnoea,  tightening  also  the 
oough.  Both  Dr.  Thompson  and  Dr.  R.  Bennett 
alluded  to  the  operation  for  paracentesis  thoracis,  which 
they  considered  was  indicated,  not  by  the  increasing 
dyspnoea,  but  by  the  inability  of  nature  to  force  a 
passage  for  the  secreted  pus,  either  by  bronchi  or 
externally.  If  there  be  evidence  to  show  that  by 
either  way  the  matter  is  likely  to  be  discharged,  then 
the  operation  is  not  to  be  practised. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Pathological  Society  of 
London  was  held  on  the  19th  instant,  Mr.  Caesar 
Hawkins  presiding.  The  attendance  was  exceedingly 
good;  in  fact  the  rooms^ere  crowded.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  but  that  this  Society  will,  ere  long,  embody 
all  the  talent  in  the  metropolitan  sections  of  the  profsa- 
sion.  After  a  short  congratulatory  address,  delivered 
by  the  President,  some  interesting  specimens  of  morbid 
anatomy  were  exhibited,  and  commented  on  by  the 
members.  Dr.  Peacock  commenced  by  an  attempt  to 
demonstratelhe  muscular  character  of  the  valve  which 
closes  the  foramen  ovale.  He  said  that  as  he  had 
entertained  do^ts  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  explanation 
generally  given  of  the  closure  of  the  foramen,  he  had 
made  a  series  of  dissections,  and  had  distinctly  ascer- 
tained the  muscular  character  of  the  parts.  TMs, 
however,  was  not  a  discovery,  nor  did  he  claim  it  as 
such;  as  Senac  had  also  distinctly  demonstrated  the 
fact.  The  muscular  fibres  could  be  seen  on  examina- 
tion, he  added,  passing  down  from  the  comna,  and 
their  action  was  to  draw  up  the  valve.  These  fibres  are 
almost,  if  not  entirely,  derived  from  the  left  auride, 
not  from  the  right.  This  muscular  character  of  the 
valve  may  be  seen  very  clearly  in  the  hearts  of  some 
fishes,  more  especially  in  that  of  the  young  turtle.  Dr. 
Peacock  concluded  by  showing  in  what  way  this  condi- 
tion of  the  valve  may  be  applied,  to  explain  certain 
malformations  and  changes  in  the  pathology  of  the 
heart.  Haller  denied  the  existence  of  these  muscular 
fibres  :  he  admitted  having  seen  them,  but  asserted  they 
were  not  constant  in  their  presence. 

An  interesting  case  of  hernia  of  the  bladder  into  the 
right  scrotum  was  next  exhibited  by  Mr.  Pilcher  for 
Mr.  Lane.  There  was  also  a  large  intestinal  rupture  on 
the  left  side.  The  prostate  was  very  large,  and  the 
bladder  much  congested  and  diseased,  the  henis 
having  existed  on  the  right  side  for  ten  years,  and  yet 
no  difficulty  had  been  experienced  in  evacuating  it8 
contents  until  about  a  fortnight  previously,  when  the 
use  of  a  catheter  was  required.  The  man  died  in  a  few 
days  afterwards.  Mr.  Baker,  who  attended  the  poor 
fellow  in  the  first  instance,  mentioned,  as  singular  fiMrts, 
that  he  had  been  able  to  retain  the  urine  for  four  or  five 
days  on  one  occasion,  and  that  when  |fc  was  drawn  oiF  it 
filled  a  huge  washhand  basin.  On  a  susbequent  occa- 
sion a  still  krger  quantity  was  drawn  off  by  means  of 
the  catheter. 

In  the  volume  of  "  ThmsactiaiBs  "  recently  pubUshed 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


573 


"by  the  Society,  is  contained  the  records  of  a  case  of 
/atty  degeneration  of  the  uterus  subsequent  to  parturi- 
tion, by  Mr.  Rainey,  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital.  The 
ctm  was  brought  before  the  profession  to  show  the 
inanner  in  which  absorption  of  the  uterus,  enlarged 
during  pregnancy,  takes  place,  an  opinion  being  now 
afloat  that  the  tissues  of  the  womb  undergo  fatty 
degeneration,  and  are  subsequently  entirely  absorbed ; 
or  thai,  in  fact,  there  is  a  new  uterus  in  every  pregnancy. 
Although  this  view  certainly  appears  to  be  a  most 
singular  and  strange  one,  it  is  not  unsupported  by  facts. 
In  addition  to  the  case  above  alluded  to,  another  was 
brought  forward  on  the  19th  instant,  by  Dr.  Bristowe 
and  Mr.  Rainey,  more  strongly  illustrative  of  the 
theory,  inasmuch  as  the  woman  haying  died  a  week 
later,  as  regards  parturition,  than  the  other,  the  fatty 
degeneration  was  much  further  advanced.  Mr.  Rainey's 
object  in  showing  the  specimen  was  stated  to  be  to 
prove  that  this  peculiar  degeneration  was  not  owing  to 
inflammatory  action,  but  was  a  natural  process  occur- 
ring after  parturition.  The  patient  died  from  metro- 
perionitis,  with  secondary  abscesses  in  the  pericardium, 
heart,  lungs,  &c.  These  views,  respecting  the  changes 
in  the  uterine  structures  after  delivery,  were  first  pro^ 
inulgated  by  Dr.  Kilian,  and  have  since  been  strongly 
adFocated  by  Mr.  Rainey  and  others. 

Dr.  Bristowe  subsequently  showed  a  specimen  of 
cancer  of  the  liver  and  right  lung,  with,  as  he  fancied, 
tubercle  freely  deponted  in  the  left  lung.  As,  however, 
there  was  considerable  doubt  whether  the  matter  in 
that  organ  was  really  tubercle,  and  as  Mr.  Rainey,  after 
examining  it  under  the  microscope,  had  given  a  decided 
opinion  against  its  tuberculous  character,  it  was  referred 
to  Dr.  Jenner  and  Dr.  Brinton,  to  examine  and  report 
upon  it  at  the  next  meeting.  The  coexistence  of  cancer 
and  tubercle  in  the  same  person  has. hitherto  been  con- 
sidered as  almost  fiibulous. 

A  case  of  extensive  fatty  degenera^on  of  the  heart, 
occurring  in  a  female  about  30  years  of  age,  was 
brought  forward  by  Dr.  Sibson,  under  whose  care  she 
was  admitted,  in  a  dying  state,  into  St.  Mary's  Hospital. 
No  history  of  the  case  could  be  obtained  from  her,  and 
as  the  case  was  quite  recent.  Dr.  Sibson  had  not  had 
time  to  collect  any  particulars  from  her  friends.  The 
mitral  and  aortic  valves  were  almost  completely  con- 
yerted  into  fat ;  but  the  walls  of  the  ventricles,  although 
they  had  undergone  some  change,  were  not  destroyed 
by  degeneration.  The  heart  weighed  fifteen  ounces. 
The  tubules  of  the  kidneys  were  partly  loaded  with 
&t,  and  some  of  the  malpighian  tubes  were  congested. 

Dr.  Handfield  Jones  exhibited  a  diseased  and  degene- 
rated placenta,  the  foetus  being  bom  dead,  the  evidences 
of  its  vitality  in  the  womb  having  ceased  about  the 
fifth  month.  The  foetal  surface  of  the  placenta  was 
normal,  but  the  maternal  appeared  as  if  it  were 
atrophied;  it  seemed  to  be  a  thin  layer  spread  over  the 
foetal  portion,  with  trabicular  lumps,  as  it  were,  in 
different  parts.  In  the  maternal  fibrous  homogeneous 
membrane,  there  were  traces  of  fibres,  of  cell-growths, 
and  nuclei;  none  of  blood-vessels,  except,  indeed,  a 
series  of  outlines  indicative  of  the  course  of  the  veins, 
all  of  which  were  obliterated.  The  cell-grow{|^escribed 
by  Goodsir  was  completely  atrophied,  many  of  the  villi 
were  opaque,  from  the  presence  of  calcareous  and  oily  i 


-substances;  some,  however,  were  simply  atrophied. 
What  was  the  nature  of  this  change?  Rokitansld 
referred  it  to  inflammation,  but  he  (Dr.  H.  Jones)  held  a 
different  opinion,  for  there  was  nothing  to  show  the 
presence  of  inflammation.  He  regarded  it  as  owing  to 
an  unhealthy  condition  of  the  blood,  and  as  allied  to 
cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  and  such  like  diseases. 


THE  OCCURRENCE  OF  BERBERINE  IN  THE 
COLUMBA  WOOD  OF  CEYLON,  THE  MENI- 
SPERMUM    [COSCINITJM]    FENESTRATCM 

>     OF  BOTANISTS. 

By  James  D.  Pbrrins,  Esq. 

T^E  following  investigation  was  made  in  the  chemical 
laboratory  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  Ut*  John  Stenhouse.  Dr. 
Stenhouse  having  had  for  some  time  past  a  quantity  of 
wood  of  the  MenisptrnwmfiMttratum  in  his  posses- 
sion, suggested  to  me  this  investigation.  I  tim  anxious, 
therefore,  to  acknowledge  my  obligation  to  him,  not 
only  for  the  material,  bat  aleo  for  several  valuable 
suggestions  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry. 

Hitherto  the  chief  source  of  the  alkaloid  berberine 
has  been  the  root  of  the  barbery,  Berberis  tmlgaris. 
Bodeker,  however,  about  four  years  ago,  ascertained 
ita  existence  in  the  columba  root  of  pharmacy,  the 
Cocculfts  palmaiust  where  it  occurs  in  small  quantity 
associated  with  columbine.  The  following  remark  is 
made  in  the  Chemical  Gaz^te  for  1849,  vol.  vii.,  p. 
150:—-*'  The  occurrence  of  berberine  in  Btrberis  and 
Ooceif/ttf  is  remarkable  in  a  physiological  point  of  view. 
Bartling  places  both  of  these  families,  the  Menisper* 
mese  and  Berberidese,  in  the  class  of  the  Cocculinse, 
which  is  in  accordance  with  the  fM  of  both  containing 
the  same  principle."  As  berberine  has  now  also  been 
found  in  ano&er  of  the  Menispermese,  the  aocuracy  of 
Bartling's  view  seems  to  be  greatly  confirmed. 

The  following  was  the  process  adopted  for  the  extrac- 
tion of  berberine  from  the  Menispertnum  fenestratum. 
A  quantity  of  the  wood,  which  had  a  bright  yellow 
colour,  resembling  that  of  quercitron,  was  rasped,  and 
then  treated  with  successive  portions  of  boiling  water 
till  it  had  become  nearly  tasteless.  The  aqueous  decoc« 
tion  acquired  a  deep  yellow  colour  and  an  intensely 
bitter  taste.  It  vras  next  evaporated  carefully  to  the 
oonsistenoe  of -«n  extract,  then  introduced  Jnto  a  flask 
and  boiled  with  ten  or  twelve  times  its  bulk  of  rectified 
spirit  of  wine,  filtered  whiU  hot,  and  the  residue  boiled 
with  a  further  quantity  of  spirits,  which  dissolved  the 
berberine,  and  also  a  quantity  of  resinous  matter  by 
which  it  was  accompanied.  The  alcoholic  solution  was 
then  introduced  into  a  retort,  and  the  spirit  carelolly 
distilled  off,  until  the  residue  on  agitation  appeared  to 
have  nearly  the  consistence  of  oil  of  vitriol.  It  was 
then  set  aside  in  an  open  vessel,  and  in  the  course  of 
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twenty-four  hours  the  liquid  became  filled  with  a  juass 
of  impure  crystals. 

After  draining  off  the  mother  liquor,  these  crystals 
were  washed  with  a  small  quantity  of  cold  spirit,  redis- 
tolved  in  boiling  alcohol,  and  set  aside  to  crystallize. 
Their  complete  purification  was  attempted  by  repeated 
crystallizations.  It  was  found,  however,  that  a  small 
quantity  of  resinous  matter  adhered  obstinately  to  the 
crystals,  causing  them  to  remain  of  a  brownish-yellow 
colour.  This  brownish  tint  was  ultimately  entirely 
removed  by  solution  in  spirit  of  wine  and  digestion 
with  a  little  purified  animal  charcoal,  the  pure  berberine 
crystallizing  from  the  solution  in  beautiful  bright  yellow 
needles.  The  crystals  were  found  to  contain  nitrogen, 
and  their  beHaviour  with  various  reagents  corresponded  4 
exactly  with  those  of  berberine. 

Aa  these  crystals  were  very  soluble  in  boiling  water, 
a  quantity  of  them  was  dissolved  in  that  menstruum;. 
and  on  the  addition  of  the  requisite  amount  of  hydro- 
chloric acid,  a  crystalline  precipitate  was  immediately 
obtained  in  the  form  of  long,  slender,  golden-coloured 
needles,  of  a  fine  silky  lustre. 

This  salt  was  dried  in  a  water-bath  at  212^  Fah.,  and 
subjected  to  analysis  with  the  following  results  : — 

6*25  grs.,  ignited  with  chromate  of  lead,  gave  14*398 
grs.  of  carbonic  acid  and  3*2  grs.  of  water. 

The  nitrogen  was  determined  by  Willis's  method. 
8*18  grs.  of  salt  gave  4*94  grs.  of  the  doable  chloride 
of  platinum  and  ammonium. 

The  chlorine  was  determmed  as  chloride  of  silver. 
3*59  grs.  gave  13'5  grs.  of  chloride  of  silver. 

The  Meniapermum/enestraium  is,  according  to  Ains- 
lie,  a  large  tree,  which  ia  very  common  in  Ceylon,  and 
an  infusion  of  which  has  long  been  employed  by  the 
Cinghaleae  as  a  valuable  tonic  bitter. 

Gray,  in  bis  Supplement  to  the  Pharmacopoeia,  in- 
fonns  OS  that  thia  tree  is  known  to  the  Cinghalese  by 
the  names  of  Woniwol  and  Bangwellzetta. 

Berberine  may  easily  be  obtained  in  very  considerable 
.  qoantity  firom  columba-wood,  the  whole  of  which  it 
pervades,  and  of  which  it  is  the  colouring  principle ; 
and  if,  as  I  suspect,  the  resinous  matter  accompanying 
it  consists  chiefly  of  altered  berberine,  improved  methods 
of  extraction,  such  for  instance  as  the  employment  of 
a  vacuum  pan  apparatus,  would  in  all  probability  still 
farther  augment  the  amount  of  product. 

I  am  informed  that  berberine  is  employed  as  a 
remedial  agent  on  the  Continent,  but  its  scarcity 
seems  hitherto  to  have  prevented  its  introduction  into 
the  medical  practice  of  this  country.  As  a  good  source 
for  it  has  now  been  pointed  out,  it  may  be  expected 
that  berberine  will  take  its  place  with  the  other  alka- 
loids in  our  materia  medica.  To  prevent  misconcep- 
tion from  the  simUarity  of  names,  it  may  perhaps  be 
well  to  remark,  that  berberine  and  bebeerine  are  very 
different  substanceSy-^-the  latter  being  the  active  prin- 
cq;>le  of  the  bark  of  the  bebeeree  tree  of  Guaiana,  and 
as  yet  has  not  been  obtained  in  a  crystalline  form. — 
PMIoeophieal  Magazine,  August. 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  July  20,  1852. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
the  15th  instant: — Robert  Austen  Allen,  Stewarts 
Town,  Tyrone;  Carl  August  Ludwig  Bauer,  London; 
Thomas  Henry  Cheatle,  Burford,  Oxon;  Robert 
William  Cockerill,  Greenwich;  Charles  Davenport, 
Welford,  Gloucestershire ;  Stephen  Donegan,  Cork  ; 
James  Crowder  Eastcott,  St.  Fancras;  Amos  Ingham, 
Hebdenbridge,  Yorkshire;  Edward  A.  Middlebhip, 
Hon.  East  India  Company's  Service,  Bengal;  Matthew 
Morris,  Haverfordwest,  Pembrokeshire ;  James  NichoUs, 
Trekenning,  Cornwall;  James  Winter,  Dnblui. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  Thursday,  the  7th 
instant : — Henry  Vandyke  Carter,  Scarborough,  York- 
shire ;  Robert  Newcombe  Day,  Harlow,  Essex ;  Thos. 
Peete,  London ;  Robert  Whitby,  Maunham  St.  Peter, 
Norfolk. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members, on  Thursday,  the  14th 
instant :  — Charles  Blatherwick,  Titchfield,  Hants; 
Angus  MacmiUan,  Hull;  Albert  Massey,  Camberwell; 
James  Nicholls  Trekenning,  Cornwall. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAJi 
ASSOCIATION. 

NOTICE     TO     MEMBERS. 

The  Central  Council  of  the  Association  beg  to  call 
the  attention  of  those  members  whose  subscriptions  are 
in  arrear  to  the  following  resolutions  passed  at  the 
Anniversary  Meeting,  held  at  Hull,  on  the  7th  and 
8th  of  August,  1850  :— 

^*  But  if  any  Member^s  subscription  remain  unpaid 
twelve  months  after  it  shall  become  due,  the  Medical  fluT 
Surgical  Journal,  and  other  publications  of  the  Society, 
shsU  be  withheld  from  such  Member  till  his  arreus  be 
paid ;  and  ^when  any  Member  has  been  in  arrean  of 
subscription  for  the  space  of  three  years,  applicatioa 
shall  be  made  for  the  same  by  the  General  Secretary, 
and  if  the  arrears  be  not  paid  ih  three  monthe^  the 
name  of  that  Member  shall  be  omitted  from  the  list  of 
Subscribers;  but  this  omission  shall  not  be  deemed^ 
either  in  honour  or  equity,  as  releasing  any  Grentlemaii 
from  the  subscriptions  owing  during  his  Membership." 

Those  gentlemen  who  have  not  yet  paid  their  sub- 
scriptions for  the  cuERKNT  TEAR,  or  who  are  in 
ARREARS,  are  i^equested  to  forward  the  amount  doe 
either  to  the  Secretary  of  the  district  in  which  tfaef 
reside,  or  to  the  Treasurer  or  Secretary  of  the  Asracia- 
tion  at  Worcester. 

All  post-office  orders  should  be  sent  dtfaer  to  the 
Treasurer  or  Secretary,  who  alone  have  the  power  of 
giving  receipts. 

J.  P.  SHEPPARD. 

Worcester,  October  23, 1852.  Secretaiy. 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications  have  been  received  from  Dr.  Bladr, 
Mr.  Higginbottom,  Dr.  Merei,  Mr.  Colthnrst,  Dr- 
Tumbull,  Mr.  Norris,  Dr.  Duncan. 
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LECTURES 

ON  THE 

DISEASES    OF  CHILDREN, 
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LZCTURB     XV, 

Skeumatie  fever  and  local  qffeetiom  continued.  Course 
of  the  different  fomw^the  aeutest  rare  in  children; 
diepoiition  to  t^ectiona  qfthe  heart,  which  in  children 
attach  generally  the  pericardium ;  the  mildest  ie  the 
most  Jreguent  in  childhood  and  infants;  the  rheu- 
matic cough;  many  d\jS^erencea  qf  rheumatic  fever  in 
form  and  course ;  transitions  and  issues  of  rheumatic 
fever f  and  of  the  local  affections ;  pathology — the 
chemical  as  well  as  the  anatomical — as  yet  very  tm- 
perfect ;  diagnostical  characters  of  the  fever 
and  local  affections^  objective  and  attainable  in  the 
speechless  age;  resemblance  to  some  form  qf  tubercu- 
lous disease;  disposition  qf  children  in  general ,  and 
ftf  the  different  ages  to  different  forms.  Cause  ; 
electric  influence.     Complications, 

GsNTLBMEN, — I  will  proceed  now  to  consider  the 
conrse  of  different  forms  of  rheumatic  fever,  in  connec- 
tion with  different  local  affections.  The  course  of  the 
acatest  form,  in  which  almost  all  the  principal  joints 
are  affected,  which  I  said  is  exceedingly  rare  under 
the  third  year,  is  the  same  as  in  adults,  only  the  ex- 
haustion by  both  fever  and  paio,  appears  sooner  and  is 
aeyerer  in  the  child.  It  is  a  sad  impression  to  look  at 
the  young  patient,  even  six  or  eight  years  old,  with  his 
greater  sensibility  of  nerves  and  less  moral  power,  when 
imder  so  severe  a  suffering.  This  form,  if  once  estab- 
lished, as  far  as  I  remember,  takes  in  favourable  cases 
between  six  and  eight  weeks  or  more,  before  the  child 
can  be  said  to  be  recovered. 

The  less  severe  degree  of  the  same  form— viz.,  where 
only  one  or  two  joints  are  affected,  though  the  fever 
commences  and  runs  very  high,  is  more  frequent  in 
young  children,  but  less  dangerous  and  shorter  in 
duration.  In  favourable  cases  about  three  or  four 
weeks  are  enough  to  perfect  the  recovery. 

In  the  articular  form  there  is  more  disposition  than 
in  others  to  rheumatism  of  the  heart,  but  certainly  less 
than  in  grown-up  people.  I  may  be  allowed  to  state, 
the  acuter  the  rheumatic  fever,  and  the  acuter  the 
swelling  of  the  joints  along  with  it,  the  more  there  is 
disposition  to  affections  of  the  heart.  According  to  my 
experience,  the  diffierence  between  grown-up  people  and 
children  respecting  the  kind  of  heart  affections  of  the 
rheumatic  source,  is  this :  in  the  man  it  is  not  rare, 
that  after  only  three,  four,  or  more  days,  of  an 'acute 
attack  of  rheumatic  fever,  the  heart  becomes  affected, 
and  slow  valvular  alterations  may  take  place.  In  young 
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children^  if  during  fever  inflammation  has  to  come,  that 
of  the  heart  or  pericardium,  as  well  as  pleurisy  or 
meningitis  will,  as  a  general  rule,  appear  the  first  day 
or  two ;  as  to  that  of  the  heart,  I  always,  and  only 
observed  pericarditis,  with  or  without  pleurisy.  On 
the  whole,  I  have  very  seldom  met  with  inflammations 
of  the  heart  in  infeuits ;  more  often  with  rheumatalgia 
of  it. 

Finally,  there  is  the  mild  form  of  rheumatic  fever, 
connected  with  only  a  sh'ght  degree  of  swelling,  or 
merely  with  rheumatalgia,  in  most  of  the  cases  either 
of  one  of  the  knees,  or  of  the  costal  pleura,  the  medi- 
astinum, or  fibrous  and  nervous  textures  of  the  trachea, 
all  without  inflammatory  action,  with  little  or  na 
danger,  but  not  seldom  a  good  deal  of  annoyance  to  us. 

The  mildest  form  being  the  most  frequent  in  young 
children,  and  almost  the  only  one  to  which  I  have  seen 
even  nurslings  to  be  subject,  I  will  therefore  just  give  you 
a  few  outlines  of  it.  Under  a  sudden  change  of  tempera- 
ture, even  without  having  been  directly  exposed  to  cold, 
the  iniant  shows,  in  most  cases  in  the  afternoon  or 
evening,  the  already  described  precursory  and  following 
symptoms  of  a  primary  paroxysm  in  more  or  less 
moderate  or  vehement  degree.  Vomiting  is  not  unfre« 
quent.  Soon  after  the  onset  of  fevar,  seldom  later 
than  ten  or  twelve  hours,  the  child  moans  interruptedly 
at  first,  and  by-and-by  continuously;  it  has  a  restless 
sleep ;  when  taken  up  in  the  arms,  his  breathing  appears 
to  be  shorter  than  usual,  or  even  cut  short  by  pain. 
The  child  is  irritable  and  holds  languidly  his  head ;  it 
bursts  easily  into  crying,  which  in  some  instances 
of  the  kind  is  prevented  by  pain,  when  on  close  ex- 
amination, we  find  the  presence  of  pleurodynia ;  but 
sometimes  we  cannot  verify  it.  Either  with  or  without 
this,  now  and  then  the  infant  coughs — a  short,  super- 
ficial, dry,  and  evidently  painful  cough.  By-and-by,. 
perhaps,  there  may  appear  the  signs  of  pain  with  little 
or  no  swelling  of  one  of  the  knees,  or  nothing  of  the 
kind.  Now,  as  to  the  first  night,  that  pleurodynia,  if 
present,  may  pass  into  pleurisy,  or  that  dry  and  painful 
cough,  at  first  without  other  physical  sign,  may  be 
the  forerunner  of  bronchitis.  But  frequently  you  will 
find  that  the  next  twelve,  or  twenty-four  hours,  will 
bring  on  a  critical  and  beneficial  perspiration,  and  ere 
twenty-four  hours  are  past  the  child  will  be  restored  to 
health.  This  comes  very  near  ephemera  in  every 
appearance.  If  this  be  not  the  immediate  issue,  at 
least  the  cliaracter  of  remission  and  exacerbation  wil^ 
throw  some  light  upon  the  disease,— ^the  signs  of 
pleurodynia  will  persist,  and  that  dry  and  painful 
cough  will  continue  so,  without  any  material  indications 
on  auscultation  or  percussion.  Perhaps  some  slight 
swelling  of  one  of  the  joints,  or  pain  under  pressure  and 
bending,  will  likewise  persist,  with  peevishness  or  dis- 
position to  crying.  The  dry  and  painful  cough,  some- 
times remarkably  intermittent,  may  return,  and  persist 
for  a  few  days  or  weeks,  with  slight  febrile  altera- 
tions, partly  with  dry  and  hot,  and  partly  with  moist 
skin. 

This  cough,   with  little  or  nti  bronchial  rSIes,  but 
more  pain  on  coughing,  (t.  e.  under  the  concussion  of 
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the  ^st)  than  in'bronchiti«i  I  may  be  aUowed  to  call 
**  rheumatic  cough.''  It  is  not  bronchitia,  or  bronchial 
catarrh.  I  cannot  exactly  point  ont  ita  seat,  whether  it 
be  in  the  muscular  and  fibrous  tissuei  or  the  nerves  ot 
the  windpipe.  Yon  will  easily  ^nd  ont  what  I  mean, 
and  form  for  yourself  a  clearer  idea  of  the  whole  form 
of  fever  in  question,  if  you  bring  before  yOur  mind  the 
same  as  it  occurs  in  grown-up  patients.  ^  , 

It  is  not  said  that  the  whole  group  must  occi^^.j^st 
as  I  have  described  it.  The  same  mild  form  may  bring 
on  a  more  or  less  acute  headache  or  other  pain,  fixed  or 
erratic,  of  the  different  parts  of  which  I  have  spoken 
in  my  last  lecture.  In  gfneral,  rheumatic  fever  pre- 
sents in  the  child  as  well  as  in  adults,  infinite  varieties 
of  form,  course,  and  issue.  I  have  seen  cases,  where 
rheumatic  fever  had  set  in  with  so  much  vehemepoe, 
that  already  the  second  day  the  child  presented  that 
'  alarming  aspect,  to  which  I  gave  the  name  of  "  hyper- 
sthenic stage,''  with  180  and  more  pulsations,  twitching, 
tremor,  and  the  like.  Only  the  third  day  the  nature  of 
the  fever  and  the  seat  of  pain  became  clear.  In  otl^er 
rare  instances  the  fever  cantiimed  moderate  two  days 
or  more,  the  pulse  not  above  130 — 140,  and  with  a 
remittent  type,  with  simultaneous  signs  of  some  pain, 
of  which  I  could  not  make  out  the  seat,  and  only  on 
the  third  or  fourth  day  one  of  the  knees  commenced  to 
swell,  and  in  proportion  as  the  swelling  increased  the 
fever  abated  and  ceased.  Others  again,  I  remember, 
in  which  an  alternating  relation  existed  betvreen  some 
local  pain,  and  the  paroxysms,  or  the  ktter  and  a 
serous  diarrhoea,  each  discharge  from  the  bowels  being 
preceded  by  pain. 

Profuse  sweat,  without  alleviation,  with  a  low  tem- 
perature or  even  coldness  of  the  skin,  is  always  a  bad 
symptom,  but  rare  in  young  children.  I  have  seen, 
however,  a  few  instances  of  a  striking  appearance. 
Spasms  of  the  bladder  and  dysuria  belong  also  to  the 
occasional  phenomena;  the  child  cries  vehemently,  and 
then  the  careful  mother  notices  the  urine  coming  for 
some  time  drop  by  drop,  and  at  last  freely,  when  the 
child  a{  once  will  cease  to  cry.  This  happens  when  the 
urine  is  exceedingly  overcharged  with  lithate  ofummonia, 
and  the  case  is  by  far  more  obvious  with  children  than 
with  adults.  This  seldom  happens  before  the,  third  or 
fourth  day,  and  frequently  later. 

In  almost  all  forms  of  rheumatic  fever  of  children, 
you  will  observe  from  the  second  day  onwards,  remissions 
once  or  twice  every  day.  The  transition  from  local 
rheumatism  (acute  and  febrile)  to  inflammation,  if  it 
has  to  come,  in  my  experience,  happens  generally 
sooner  than  in  adults,  and  in  children  under  two  or  three 
years,  the  first  or  second  day.  Suppurative  inflammation 
of  a  joint  is  a  rare  issue  of  rheumatism.  I  remember  a 
few  cases  only  where  the  disease  occurred  always  in  one 
of  the  knees.  The  pulse  is  in  proportion  to  the  languor 
more  frequent  than  in  other  fevers.  Sometimes  you 
will  count  160,  180,  and  more,  where  the  whole  aspect 
of  the  little  patient  would  not  have  led  you  to  suspect 
it.  When  it  protracts  its  course  longer  than  a  week, 
with  a  low  remittent  type,  there  is  commonly  a  high 
degree  of  nervousness  perceptible  in  children.     latoler- 


ance  of  medicine  is  also  more  frequent  here  dian  in 
other  kinds  of  fever.  The  recovery  will  almost  con- 
stantly be  announced  or  connected  With  equable  gentle 
perspiration  (instead  of  profuse)  with  an  adequate 
general  temperature  of  the  skin.  Sometimes,  however, 
particularly  within  the  first  three  days,  also  profose 
sweat  proves  critical  and  beneficial,  provided  it  be 
equable,  and  connected  with  an  adequate  temperature 
of  the  skin.  If  in  ratio  to  the  cessation  of  the  fever 
follows  swelling  of  a  joint,  which  is  neither  very  hot  nor 
painful,  this  I  found  to  consist  merely  of  thin  serosity, 
and  it  vanishes  easily  by  absorption. 

TVaniitiona  or  ifsuer,  in  less  favourable  cases,  whidi 
of  course  are  very  variable  in  themselves,  are  madi 
dependent  upon  the  constitntion  of  the  diiUL  The 
worst  transitionB  happen  in  the  scrofulous.  Rhenmatic 
fever,  however  high,  seldom  exhausts  the  vital  powers 
so  far  as  to  cause  death,  merely  by  the  febrile  action. 
I  have  seen  only  a  few  cases,  in  which  the  little  patient 
died  apparently  by  collapse,  without  equivalent  an^ 
tomical  changes,  though,  aa  far  as  I  can  recollect,  in 
most  of  these  cases,  sudden  and  profuse  serous  diarrhoea 
had  occurred,  or  the  child  was  extremely  tender  and 
weak. 

Rheumatic  fever  passes  occasionally  into  tnberciilous 
phthisis,  or  better  to  say,  contributes  to  the  develop- 
ment of  scrofula  or  tuberculosis,  by  those  profoee 
unwholesome  sweats. 

I  have  seen  typhus  complicated  with  local  rfaenmaHsm 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fever,  but  do  not  remember 
instances  of  transition  from  rhenmatic  fever  into  typhus. 
But  I  have  noticed  in  some  cases  the  transition  into 
remittent  gastric  fever,  or  what  you  may  call  the  h^fanHIe 
remiilent.  These  transitions  took  place  when  the 
rheumatic  fever  was  connected  with  abdominal  jheama- 
tism ;  a  bad  kind  of  diarrhoea  rendered  the  consecative 
remittent  form  dangerous,  and  sometimes  fatal  to  the 
child.  This  happened  in  such  children  as  were  ander 
the  third  year  of  age.  A  similar  transition  I  have  seen 
also  from  the  articular  form  but  rarely.  I  remember 
an  instance  of  this  kind,  in  which  the  swelling  of  the 
joints  disappeared  in  proportion  as  the  low  remittent 
form  developed.     This  case  ended  in  death. 

Inquiring  into  the  transitions  and  issues  caused  more 
directly  by  the  rheumatic  local  affections  connected 
with  the  fever,  nothin^^  is  more  dangerous,  and  more 
frequently  the  cause  of  death  amongst  all  kinds  of  local 
rheumatism  in  infancy,  than  profiise  serous  diarrhoea  ; 
and  this  is  not  always  in  proportion  with  anatomical 
signs  of  congestion  or  inflammation  in  the  intestinee. 
I  am  sure  it  can  merely  be^  muscular  or  nervouj 
rheumatism,  and  the  discharge  effected  by  sympathetic 
action.  Dangerous,  and  eventually  even  fatal,  I  saw  to 
be  also  the  rheumatism  of  the  substance  of  the  heart  at 
its  very  onset.  I  have  seen  cases  of  the  kind  in  yonng 
children,  (I  believe  three  or  four,)  and  although  it  waa, 
and  it  will  be,  impossible  to  demonstrate  in  these  cases 
the  cause  of  death  anatomically,  I  have  the  fullest 
conviction  it  was  rheumatism  of  the  muscular  tissue  of 
the  heart.  One  case  may  serve  you  as  example.  I 
could  describe  it  with  minuteness,  but  will  only  ia  a 
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few  words  mention  that  it  was  the  child  of  a  friend  of 
mine,  twenty  months  old.  After  visible  rigor,  con. 
•iderable  dry  heat,  with  an  extreinelj  freqnent  pulse. 
Soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  fcTer,  (perhaps  five  or 
BIZ  honrs,)  the  moaning  got  a  very  painful  expression, 
4hea  the  respiration  from  hour  to  hour  heavier,  some- 
times a  short  dry  cough,  increasing  palpitation,  when 
'St  the  same  time  the  pulse  became  intermittent  and 
irregular,  from  time  to  time  fainting,  lips  livid,  extreme 
■expression  of  anxiety  and  pain  in  the  countenance.  On 
Buscnltataon  and  percussion  oyer  the  heart,  no  endo- 
cardial murmurs^  no  frottement.  Palpitation  and  some 
irregularity  in  the  pulsations.  I  could  ascertain^  by 
careful  exploration,  the  total  absence  of  pleurodynia. 
After  prescribing  I  went  away ;  next  morning  I  heard  of 
the  fatal  issue.  The  parents  told  me  that  the  little  girl, 
irom  pain,  became  blue  in  the  &oe,  respiration  at  once' 
stopped,  and  death  followed  in  a  slight  convulsive 
xnovemeftt,  about  fourteen  hours  after  the  beginning. 
In  the  night,  though  the  results  of  auscultation  were 
■negative,  I  thought  it  might  become  pleurisy  or 
pneumonia,  and  therefore  ordered  leeches;  but  they 
were  too  late,  and  insufficiently  applied.  On  post- 
SHortem  inspection  I  could  detect  nothing,  except  a  great 
coagulum  in  the  left  ventricle,  proving  thnt  the  heart 
must  have,  for 'some  time  before  death,  imperfectly 
•«zpelled  the  blood,  and  the  other  secondary  changes — 
-congestion  of  venous  blood  in  the  lungs  and  brain. 

Now,  I  think,  it  would  be  erroneous,  to  regard  this 
as  commencing  endo-  or  peri-carditis,  because  in  this 
-case  fifteen  hours  would  be  sufficient  to  produce  changes 
in  the  envelopes,  visible  and  unequivocal  enough ;  but  I 
think  I  am  right  in  supposing  rheumatism  of  the 
heart  as  the  cause  of  death.  And  when  I  say,  acute 
Thenmatism — although  inflammation  frequently  at  once 
joioB  it — still  I  do  not  identify  it  with  inflammation. 
Ahenmatism  of  any  muscular  texture  may  persist  very 
long  as  pure  pain,  without  causing  visible  changes;  that 
of  the  heart,  as  I  know  from  adults,  causes  fits  of 
atrocious  pain,  with  occasional  contractions.  Of  other 
•cases  I  have  only  retained  a  superficial  recollection. 
That  young  children  may  die  under  an  attack  of  the 
kind,  whilst  adults  resist  it,  is,  I  believe,  not  to  be 
wondered  at. 

The  transition  of  local  rheumatism  into  inflammation, 
which  in  the  joints  so  frequently  causes  more  or  less 
irreparable  damages,  causes  great  danger  to  life,  in 
young  children  almost  certain  death,  if  this  happens  in 
.the  pericardium. 

Dangerous,  and  sometimes  fatal,  is  also  the  transition 
•of  rheumatism  into  meningitis,  and  I  really  believe  that 
jnany  a  simple  peripheric  meningitis  may  be  traced  to 
rhenmatic  origin.  I  can  state,  however,  that  acute 
meningitis  in  my  practice  always  developed  itself  within 
.the  first  two  days  of  an  acute  fever ;  nor  can  I  remember 
one  single  case  connected  with  acute  articular  rheuma- 
tism, in  fact  1  am  so  satisfied  about  that,  that  fre- 
.quently  I  did  my  best  to  evade  leeching,  when  in  the 
course  of  acute  articular  rheumatism  symptoms  of  the 
head  caused  alarm.  I  colisidered,  and  do  consider, 
these  cases  as  rheuoiatalgia  of  the  scalp,  or  the  meninges. 


Hydrocephalus  I  have  seen  in  the  course  of  a  long 
remittent  rheumatic  fever,  but  not  real  meningitis. 

That  rheumatism  of  the  pleura  frequently  passes  into 
pleurisy,  is  a  well  known  feust.  All  transitions  and 
issues  mentioned  till  now,  are,  however,  more  or  less 
rare  in  comparison  with  that  into  chronic  rheumatism 
Inits  different  forms.  These  are  more  or  less  trouble- 
some, or  dangerous  to  the  integrity  of  the  joint  or 
jaints,  or  to  life  itself,  in  a  long  and  indirect  way. 
Here  again  I  must  point  out  a  difference  between 
childhood  and  mature  age.  In  the  latter,  chronic 
rheumatism,  when  fixed  in  the  heart,  frequently  causes 
exudations  of  lymph  within  the*  cavities,  or  more 
specially  structural  changes  in  the  valve  apparatus. 
This,  whatever  some  respected  authors  may  state,  must 
be- extremely  rare  in  young  children,  nay,  rare  even  in 
those  of  four  or  five  years,  because  I  could  never  verify 
it  amongst  so  great  a  number  of  children  in  my  practice. 
And  I  beg  to  remark,  that  I  have  had  to  attend  many 
cases  of  chronic  recurrent  rheumatism  of  the  heart.  I 
have  already  had  to  attend  here  (in  Manchester)  a 
case,  4  years  of  age.  But  the  affection  persisted  in  these 
eases  as  mere  rheumatalgia.  I  think  that  in  adults 
there  is  a  degree  of  gouty  dyscrasy  just  as  frequent  as  the 
scrofulous  is  in  children ;  and  this  I  believe  accounts  for 
the  predominent  frequency  of  endocardial  deposits  in 
mature  patients,  just  as  well  as  for  the  predominent 
frequency  of  destructive  swellings  from  articular  rheu- 
matism in  children.  In  conduaion,  chronic  endocar^ 
dSU  rheumatism,  fixed  and  inflammatory,  I  regard  as 
rare  in  the  early  period  of  life. 

The  pathology  of  the  disease  in  question  is  as  yet 
very  obscure.  The  theory  of  the  lactk;  acid  is  ex- 
ploded. The  brick-coloured  deposit  lias  been  noticed 
since  the  remote  antiquity  as  characteristic,  and  really 
it  is  more  striking  in  quantity  and  aspect  than  the  same 
kind  when  it  happens  under  abdominal  disorder;  but> 
at  the  same  time,  lithates  are  present  (in  less  quantity)  in 
the  healthy  urine,  and  the  respective  elements  always  in 
the  blood :  so  the  sediment  of  lithate  of  ammonia,  in 
itsdtf,  gives  no  sufficient  foundation  for  the  pathology  of 
rheumatism.  We  know  not  the  rheumatic  change  in  the 
blood,  and  I  may  be  allowed  even  not  to  look  at  the 
dyscrasy  of  the  blood  as  the  pathological  source  of 
rheumatism,  but  probably  as  secondary  to  a  trouble  of 
innervation  by  thermo-electric,  or  electric  influence 
upon  the  spinal  system.  Every  local  rheumatism 
commences  with  pain,  and  frequently  persists  as  severe 
pain  for  years.  This,  it  would  appear,  points  at  least 
to  an  essentially  nervous  element  or  source  of  it.  Nor 
has  anatomical  pathology  of  rheumatism  attained  to  a 
more  satisfactory,  still  less  to  a  specific  character.  We 
know  of  no  essentially  rheumatic  products.  In  the 
exudatioas  and  swellings  all  is  referred  to  acute  or 
chronic  inflammation  in  its  different  degrees,  productive 
of  serosity,  lymph,  pus,  and  the  like,  and  to  complica- 
tion with  scrofula,  just  as  in  adults  to  that  with  gout. 
The  white  swelling  of  the  knee  has  frequently  a  rheu- 
matic origin,  but,  I  think,  always  a  scrofulous  ground. 
Those  authors  who  consider  rheumatism  and  gout  as 
identical,  ought  to  study  it  in  children.     How  is  it  that 
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■ome  forms  never  occur  in  infoncy  and  early  cluldhood? 
How  is  it  that  the  lithate  of  soda  concretions  are  not 
formed  in  the  joints  of  children  ?  And  finally,  after 
ill  that  I  have  seen,  I  believe  it  will  by  and  by  become 
established,  that  the  endocarditis  of  children — in  those 
rare  cases  in  which  it  happens— 'is  scarcely  ever  of  a 
chronic  nature,  and  its  effects,  which  are  so  frequent  in 
adults,  and  of  a  particular  character  on  the  valvef^are 
■caroely  met  with  in  children. 

The  diagnostic  character  of  rheumatic  fever  in  chil- 
dren, considered  in  its  general  febrile  symptoms,  consists, 
IS  in  adults,  m  a  remiiteni  type  unih  profuse  perspira- 
tion. The  local  affections  connected  with  it  vary  much 
In  their  form,  intensity,  and  relation  to  the  fever  ;  their 
seat  is  the  fibrous,  serous,  and  muscular  tissues  and 
nerves ;  and  their  commencement  is  generally  pain  in 
these  parts. 

As  in  little  children  locd  rheumatism  is  not  always 
at  once  discoverable,  we  must  consider  the  whole  of  the 
disease  together.  It  happens  that  sometimes,  in  the 
beginning,  the  fever,  with  its  alarming  influence  wpaa 
the  child,  is  the  predominant  or  absorbing  subject  of 
our  observation  ;  and  it  will  appear  for  some  time  just 
like  any  primary  fever ;  but  the  careful  observer  wlU 
generally  find  out,  within  the  first  twenty-four  hours, 
the  presence  of  some  salient  local  pain.  Be  it,  theui 
that  we  cannot  discover  at  once  the  seat  of  it;  stUl^  as 
■con  as  we  see  that  it  presents  salient  remission,  witb 
perspiration  or  profuse  sweat,  followed  again  by  dry 
hot  skin,  with  renewed  signs  of  pain,— -be  it,  I  say, 
that  we  are  at  that  time  unable  to  find  out  its  seat, 
we  may  conclude,  by  the  mentioned  appearances,  upon 
the  rheumatic  nature  of  the  fever.  If  the  sweat  is 
profuse  without  alleviating,  then  we  are  certain  about  it. 

The  brick-coloured  sediment  is  also  of  some  diagnos- 
tical  value;  but  generally  this  appears  only  in  the 
iurther  course,  when  already  other  enlightening  signs 
have  been  disposed  of;  and  with  little  children  there  is 
A  great  difficulty  of  collecting  the  urine.  We  can  in 
this  case  only  look  at  it  on  the  clothes,  both  immediately 
when  emitted,  and  some  hours  afterwards,  by  the  stain. 
Thus  it  may  happen  that  we  find  at  the  second  inspec- 
taon  the  colour  of  the  stain,  which  was  at  first  reddish* 
changed  into  brick-colour,  and  the  doth  thickly  scat- 
tered with  similar.looking  little  bodies*  On  the  whole, 
I  find  the  urine  is  less  distinctive  of  rheumatism  in 
cUldren  than  in  adults. 

No  doubt  pain  and  irritation  in  joints  or  muscles, 
■rising  along  with,  or  soon  after  the  beginning  of, 
Ibver— either  fixed,  and  passing  into  inflammatory 
swelling  of  some  joint,  or  variable  in  intensity^  and 
erratic — may  be  considered  as  eminently  indicating  the 
rheumatic  nature  of  the  fever.  This  we  can  easily 
afloertain,  even  in  the  case  of  mere  rheumatalgia,  pro- , 
▼ided  that  it  be  Jlxsd,  in  a  joint  or  joints.  But  it  is 
lets  easy  to  find  out  the  seat  of  rheumatic  pain  in  some 
other  parts,  during  the  depressed  state  of  the  child  by 
the  general  effects  of  a  vehement  fever.  I  beg  you, 
therefore,  to  reflect  upon  all  and  every  drcamstanoe  and 
SMSts  of  investigation  I  have  pointed  out  to  you  in  previou 
lectures,  as  helping  to  unravel  the  intricacy  of  fever  in 


a  speechless  child ;  and  more  partioalBriy  i^oavhitl 
said  of  the  diagnosis  of  eadi  of  the  riMomilie  hnl 
affections;  observing  quietly  and  from  a  dirtmee,iii 
then  near,  and  changing  postures  and  perfna  bm» 
ments;  all  that  will  be  most  requisite  in  thecMtii 
question. 

One  might  objeot,  however,-^How  sre  wt  lUt  to 
distinguish  rheumatic  pain,  without  swdliag,  te 
nervous  pain  or  spasm  ?  On  this  I  will  apak  mit 
the  head  of  chronic  rheumatisin ;  here  I  will  nodi 
observe  that  local  pain,  arising  suddenly  in  coiiMdiM 
with  fever,  if  it  is  not,  or  becomes  not  ioob,  isi^ 
matory,  with  swelling  or  exudation,  is  very  probdUf  ef 
the  rheumatic  character ;  and  if  it  happens  in  s  cUi 
almost  certainly  so. 

Although  it  is  not  always  possible  at  oooe  to  m» 
tain  the  rheumatic  nature  of  a  fever,  it  is  deMisiUk 
all  the  mentioned  symptoma  pnd  drfimwstsnccB  toplkff 
may  lead  you  to  suspect  it  to  be  so,  that  youmBfibDor 
its  course  with  a  prepared  mind,  andwatchfalcre  ftr 
all  what  usually  happens  in  the  ooune  of  ifafimiir 
fever,  or  what  already  may  be  inreaent  m  that  eaie»  M 
concealed  under  the  weight  of  general  febrile  ijnptoB^ 
always  heavily  affecting  a  little  child. 

Meailes  and  small-pox,  and  any  other  fetsr,  is  te 
beginning,  and  for  some  time,  may  appear  jut  lib  te 
rheumatic ;  wherefore,  occasionally  we  are  obliged  t» 
suspend  diagnosb,  or  rectify  our  opinion  by  theMff 
progress  of  the  disease. 

I  think  I  must  call  your  attention  also  to  At  f*> 
ticolar  resemblance  which  some  cases  of  acute  niNey 
tuberculosis  have  to  riienmatic  fever,  when  the  (Sin» 
at  once  attacks  an  apparently  healthy  child.  I  will  «s 
another  occasion  mention  a  case  of  the  kind,  in  ehii^ 
during  three  days,  I  could  only  find  ngns  ef  pha*- 
dynia.  These  cases  are  certainly  very  laic,  at  M 
rare  to  one  skilled  in  auscultating  on  childna. 

Other  slower  and  more  ambiguous  foran  flf  ^ 
tuberculous  process,  as  they  oocur  in  adnlti,  or  air 
puberty,  in  which  a  slight  fever  and  pains  thnqg^l^ 
chest,  like  the  rheumatio,  are  for  some  timalks*? 
salient  symptoms,  before  the  d^oeits  areiofio*^* 
cause  corresponding  signs  to  our  ear.  Such  I  bM 
seldom  met  with  in  young  children.  la  flat  ^ 
the  deposits  take  place  more  rapidly;  and  diayoagv 
the  child  the  more  prominent  a  part  is  taken  bf^ 
glands,  contributing  to  make  the  case  intelligible. 

The  disposition  of  children  to  rheumatic  ktv  n* 
local  affections  is  very  ektensive,  but  in  geaenlsftw 
considerable  as  to  the  acntest  form,  what  I  dwi"" 
the  acute  general  articular  rheumatism.  NunN^  ^ 
find,  have  a  preponderating  dispontion  to  iauffvl 
rheumatism,  and  to  rheumatic  cough;  betwees  mh^ 
eighteen  months,  I  have  frequently  seen  the  Ssfm^ 
to  rheumatic  earadie.  Children  of  a  delicste  ctn^^ 
tion  and  tender  skin  are  more  subject  to  diAsot  w0 
of  the  disease  in  question  than  otiiers,  in  pa^iodtf  ■ 
they  are  of  the  scrofulo-nervous  habit; 
five  and  twelve  years,  the  dispositioa  to 
the  eye  is  not  uncommon  in  them.  Those  tbst  I** 
been  orerdrugged  with  mercury  I  observed  to  I*  J** 
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^tkolarly  obnoxioos  to  rhenmatic  affeddoDs  of  joints, 
ttoQgh  not  of  the  acate  form.  Plearodynia^ond  rheu- 
anatic  oongh  frequently  occur  in  all  ages  of  chUdhood. 
On  the  ooutrary,  I  find  tliey  are  not  disposed  to  endo- 
oundial  ilieamatism ;  at  least,  according  to  what  I  have 
leen,  it  can  be  bat  of  rare  oocorrenoe  in  the  first  years 
of  lifo*  This  fitfty  and  the  analagons  one,  concerning 
4he  acute  genesal  articnlar  form,  may  perhaps  concert 
in  some  way  to  advance  the  pathological  knowledge  of 
4ihe  rhemnatic  dyscrasy.  The  disposition  once  acquired 
■My  last  ftNT  years  and  years.  In  some  children,  how* 
•«ver»  it  ceases  entirely  as  they  grow  older  and  stronger 
towards  puberty*  In  some  others,  of  course,  there  is 
no  trace  of  it. 

Aa  the  cau9e,  everybody  recognises  a  sudden  change 
~  fiom  wann  to  cold,  particularly  when  the  sidn  is  per- 
Sfnring  and  damp,  cold  more  than  dry.  The  sadden 
•oocurrence  of  east  winds  is  also  very  productive  of 
•itounatism  According  to  this  property  some  countries 
lepresent  a  VM>re  fertile  soil  for  this  malady.  In  this 
i«q»ect  there  may  be  fe^  countries  worse  than  Hungary 
and  Austria.  England,  particidariy  the  eastern  parts, 
<«igoy8  also  the  discredit  of  being  much  troubled  with 


But,  it  cannot  be  denied,  the  mentioned  changes  of 
(temperature  are,  as  well,  productive  of  catarrhal  and 
parenchymatous  inflammations.  There  must,  therefore, 
he  another  condition  txr  cironmstanoe  besides,  special 
in  producing  liieumatism  instead  of  pneumonia  or 
vatnrrh^  The  eleotric  influence,  I  believe,  is  too  Kttle 
known  and  valued  in  this  respeet.  I  remember  mauy 
children  who,  without  being  exposed  to  cold,  before 
.stormy  weather,  or  some  other  sudden  change  of  the 
weatiier,  became  affected  with  rheumatism ;  and  some 
'«ven  when  confined  to  bed,  and  guarded  carefully  against 
*•  taking  cold." 

Aa  a  jitnphykietie  measure,  nothing  is  more  proper 
than  to  accustom  children,  judiciously  and  by  degrees, 
to  the  vicissitudes  of  temperature;  performing  cold 
iq>onging  of  their  whole  body,  strengthening  the  more 
<4NM>zioua  kind  of  akin  by  lotions  of  a  mixture  of 
brandy  and  water.  The  custom  to  dress  chiMren 
lightly,  with  bare  neck,  short  stockings,  and  trousers, 
40  n  general  measure,  is  also  very  suitable,  in  oonstitu- 
tk>Ba  which  allow  it. 

Amongst  eomplieatUnu,  like  as  in  adults,  the  rbeu- 
mntic  affections  frequently  combines  with  the  bilious,  the 
^catarrhal,  and  others ;  the  liability  of  children  to  rheu- 
mataam  during  the  last  stage  of,  or  oonvaleeoence  from, 
nenales,  b,  liowever,  very  striking.  But  rheumatism 
'Combines  also  occasionally  with  other  eruptive  fevers. 

The  combination  of  intermittent  fsver  with  rheuma- 
tism Is,  I  find,  mteresting.  I  have  had  to  attend,  at 
Pbstb,  many  children  at  once  ^ected  with  both  dis- 
caaetf.  The  Utter  was  only  rheumatalgia,  more 
^xnnmonly  costal  pleurodynia,  or  rheumatic  cough, 
always  remittent  or  even  intermitttent,  and  increasing 
along  with  the  paroxysm.  I  do  not  remember  one 
single  case  in  which  pleurodynia,  or  articular  rheuma- 
tisin,  when  complicating  ague,  would  have  passed  into 
Inflammatioo,  swelling,  or  exudation;  nor  do  I  know  a 


single  case  of  genuine  inflammation  complicating  ague. 
Now  let  me  add  to  this  that  I  did  not  see  phl^;vionous 
or  parenchymatous  inflammations,  /.  e.,  pneumonia, 
suppurative  pleurisy,  acute  meningitis  with  plastic  or 
pwrukni  products,  in  connection  with  an  unequivocally- 
established  rheumatic  fever,  not  even  with  the  acutest 
articular  form,  which  we  generally  look  at  as  inflam-> 
matory,  and  in  which,  no  doubt,  certain  degrees  and 
kinds  of  inflammatory  action  take  place.  These  are, 
I  believe,  facts  of  some  pathologbal  interest.  The 
remissions  of  the  rheumatic  fever  come  sometimes  near 
the  intermissions  of  ague.  It  stands  between  the 
inflammatory  and  ague.  *  ^ 

The  most  frequent  combination  of  local  rheumatism 
is  that  with  inflammation ;  thence  a  modification  of  the 
inflammatory  process  and  its  products  arises,  which  is 
not  sufficientiy  studied  yet.  I  have  seen  only  one  or 
two  cases  of  acute  arthritis  in  the  knee  pass  into 
suppuration ;  and  even  in  these  cases  I  could  not  state 
with  confidence  that  it  was  originally  rheumatism. 

An  intimate  amalgamation  of  the  rheumatic  inflam- 
mation with  the  scrofulous  dyscrasy,  is  a  common  and 
occasionally  sad  occurrence  in  childhood. 

Those  that  have  penetrated  a  littie  deeper  into  the 
difficulties  of  children's  practice,  and  those  of  you  who 
intend  to  do  so,  will  perhaps  excuse  the  minuteness 
and  length  with  which  I  have  dwelt  on  the  subjects  of 
thb  lecture.  There  are  some  obvious  things  which  it  is 
still  suitable  to  call  to  mind  in  various  practical  con- 
nections.   I  will  next  speak  of  the  treatment. 
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Whatbver  may  be  the  nature  of  the  poison  which 
produces  this  terrible  pestilence,  or  by  whatever  laws 
it  traverses  various  regional,  countries,  and  districts,  and 
propagates  its  pestiferous  influence,  its  primary  action 
is,  doubUess,  on  the  nervous  and  vascular  systems ;  but 
whether  these  are  simultaneously  affected,  or  in  suc- 
cession, is  uncertain.  Nervous  depression,  speedily 
followed  by  vascular  congestions,  particularly  of  the 
large  veins  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  seems  to  constitute 
the  first  stage.  From  the  peculiar  nature  of  the 
choleraic  poison,  of  which  nothing  certain  is  known,  the 
important  functions  of  absorption  and  secretion  become 
suspended,  and  in  some  organs  altogether  stopped. 
The  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestinal  tube  throughout 
seems  to  be  deprived  of  its  usual  secreting  and  absorbing 
functions,  the  mouth  and  fauces  are  no  longer  supplied 
with  their  natural  moisture,  and  unquenchable  tiiirst  is 
.the  consequence.  The  mucous  secretion  of  the  stomach, 
and  of  the  large  and  small  intestines,  is  suspended, 
and  seems  superseded  by  a  frightful  exudation  or  effu- 
sion of  the  serum  of  the  blood,  constituting  the  copious 
watery  evacuations,  both  by  iTomiting  and  purging, 
which  for  the  most  part  are  so  characteristic  of  the 
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disease;  mixed  with  these  is,  probabYy^  the  chyle, 
which  the  lacteals,  deprived  of  their  natural  functioii, 
are  unable  to  absorb,  giTing  the  evacuations  the  pecaKar 
and  characteristic  appearance  of  rice-water.  The  liver 
ceases  to  secrete  bile;  for  althougl^  in  poit-moHem 
examinations  bile  has-been  foand  in  the  gall-bladder, 
none  flows  into  the  duodenum.  The  kidneys  seerele 
no  nrine,  none  being  found  in  the  bladder,  which  % 
usually  contracted  and  empty. 

The  blood,  deprived  of  its  serum,  has  generally  been 
found  to^be  **  black,  or  daik-coloured,  not  unlike  tar  in 
its  consistence,  thick,  ropy,  and  semi-coagulated." 
This  state  of  the  blood,  together  with  congestion  of  the 
lungs,  preventing  the  usual  oxygenation  of  the  blood, 
sufficiently  accounts  for  the  blue  colour  of  the  skin, 
which  in  some  fatal  cases  becomes  nearly  black.  Aiisfaig 
from  defective  oxygenation  of  the  blood,  and  impeded 
secreting  functions,  occurs  also  the  reduced  temperature, 
which  is  so  remarkable  as  to  cause  the  surface  of  (lie 
liody  to  feel  as  cold  as  marble,  and  even  the  tongue  and 
breath  to  feel  cold. 

The  symptoDis  indicating  amendment  arise  from  the 
restoration  of  the  absorbing  and  secreting  functions  of 
the  abdominal  viscera.  Thus  the  appearance  of  bile 
and  foeculency  in  the  alvine  dejections  are  the  harbingers 
of  safety.  Simultaneously  with  this  gratifyiag  occur- 
rence, the  symptoms  of  collapse  disappear;  the  charac- 
teristic, watery,  and  light-coloured  evacuations  become 
gradually  less  liquid,  frequent,  and  abundant ;  cramps 
subside;  thirst  is  no  longer  urgent;  the  pulse  rises; 
the  temperature  of  the  skin  is  restored,  accompanied 
with  a  warm  perspiration;  the  renal  secretions  are 
resumed,  and  for  the  first  time  from  the  commencement 
of  the  attack,  micturition  occurs. 

The  same  causes  which  predispose  to  the  production 
and  spread  of  typhus  fever,  are  also  powerful  in  the 
production  of  cholera,  when  that  peculiar  and  myste- 
rious agency  on  which  it  more  immediately  depends, 
exbts  in  the  atmosphere.    These  are : — 

1.  Constitutional  peculiarity,  which  renders  some 
persons  naturally  more  susceptible  of  the  disease  than 
others. 

2.  Great  bodily  fatigue,  or  mental  depression. 

3.  Defective  nutrition,  arising  either  from  want  of 
nourishment,  or  from  impaired  digestion,  by  which  due 
assimilation  of  the  blood  is  prevented. 

4.  A  vitiated  state  of  the  air,  produced  by  exhalations 
firom  putrid  animal  and  vegetable  matters,  abundantly 
generated  by  local  nuisances,  such  as  open  cess-vaults, 
pigsties,  slaughter-houses,  &c. ;  badly  ventilated  houses, 
such  as  are  generally  occupied  by  the  poor  in  back 
streets,  courts,'  and  alleys,  and  are  often  found  built 
back  to  back,  as  if  on  purpose  to  prevent  free  drcnla- 
tion  of  the  air ;  filthy,  crowded,  and  badly-ventilated 
apartments,  in  which  the  inhabitants  are  constantly 
breathing  the  noxious  air  arising  froAa  their  own  lungs 
in  respiration,  rendered  still  more  noxious  by  want  of 
personal  cleanliness. 

In  proportion  as  individuals  have  been  exposed  to 
the  above  predisposing  causes  of  the  disease  during  the 


prevalence  of  epidemic  cholera,  will  be  their  UabOity  W 
become  affected. 

In  the  autumn  of  1849  the  inhabitants  of  Derby 
were  thrown  into  great  consternation  by  a  visitation  of 
cholera.  In  anticipation  of  its  approach,  every  prepA* 
ration  was  made  to  check  its  progress,  and  restain  iti 
ravages.  On  its  arrival  the  town  was  divided  int» 
districts,  and  a  resident  medical  practitioner  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  undertake  the 
medical  treatment  of  all  cases  whidi  mig^t  ocoor 
amongst  the  poor  in  his  district,  and  that  there  nngiit 
not  be  unnecessary  delay  in  the  treatment,  brandy,  or 
whatever  else  might  be  required,  was  obtained  by  » 
written  order  from  the  medical  attendant,  addressed  to 
any  neighbouring  shop,  at  the  expense  of  the  GnardiaiWb 
This  laudable  plan  was  continued  for  about  three  wedo^ 
but  in  consequence  of  the  expense  bang  thought  U» 
great,  it  was  discontinued.  In  the  district  attended  bj 
my  partner  and  myself,  induding  several  back  sftreefs 
and  courts  thiekly  inhabited  by  the  poor,  besides  cases 
of  dysentery,  which  was  at  the  sune  time  prevaten^ 
iktrty^iwo  chc^era  cases  were  treated,  and  cured,  who 
were  affected  with  rioe-water  evacuations,  togetlier  wi& 
cramps  and  symptoms  of  rapid  exhaustion,  some  of 
whom  were  in  a  state  of  advanced  collapse,  with  puln 
hardly  perceptible,  surface  cold  as  a  coipse,  breath  and 
tongue  cold,  features  shrunk,  and  marked  bloenen  of 
the  skin.  The  disease  in  neariy  all  the  cases  treated 
was  preceded  by  neglected  diarrhoea,  which,  after  ooa^ 
tinning  for  a  few  days,  suddenly  assumed  the  pecnfiar 
character  of  diolera. 

TVeofmen/.— The  leading  indication  in  the  treatmeBt 
of  this  fbarful  malady,  is  to  restrain  the  escape  of  serum 
from  the  blood,  on  which  its  peculiar  and  fatal  malignifj 
depends.  If  this  important  indication  can  be  fulfilled,, 
speedy  amendment  is  the  oonseqnenoQ,  if  not,  tfafr 
progress  of  the  disease  becomes  fearfully  rapid,  and 
certainly  fatal,  a  few  houn  only  dedding  the  momentoas 
question  whether  it  will  terminate  in  death  or  recovery. 

As  diarrhoea  usually  precedes  an  attack  of  cholera,  it 
becomes  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  distin-^ 
guish  between  this  state  and  actual  cholera,  in  whicbit 
may  or  may  not  terminate;  more  partienlarly  as  the 
remedies  which  are  found  most  appropriate  in  the  ods^ 
are  diametrically  opposed  to  those  which  are  found 
most  efiSdent  in  the  other.  Chalk  mixture,  astringents, 
and  opiates,  which  are  so  necessary  and  beneficial  na 
diarrhoea,  having  no  other  effect  than  haatffliing  the 
fatal  catastrophe  in  cholera.  Amongst  the  multitudi- 
nous remedies  which  have  been  recommended  in  tiie 
treatment  of  this  fatal  disease  since  its  appearanot  in 
this  country,  those  which  are  more  or  less  purgative 
have  been  found  most  beneficial.  Amongst  these 
calomel  has  always  been  considered  pre-eminent.  Tfaie 
invaluable  remedy  in  conjunction  with  the  compound 
extract  of  colocynth  I  have  found  invariably  succeHfU, 
if  administered  suficienify  early  f  and  before  the  oocsr- 
rence  of  fatal  collapse.  The  direct  effect  of  this  oon^ 
bination  is  to  prevent  the  further  escape  of  seram  hoBBL 
the  blood,  by  restoring  the  functions  of  the 
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membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal,  and  in  consequence, 
the  fimctionfl  of  the  abdominal  Tiscera  generally.  Pereira, 
in  his  "  Elements  of  Materia  Medica,"  says :— ''  Colo- 
cynth,  taken  in  small  or  moderate  doses,  acts  as  a 
▼eiy  safe  and  usefiil  pnrgative.  Its  operation  is  not 
limited  to  the  acceleration  of  the  vermicnlar  movements, 
but  is  extended  to  the  secreting  and  exhaling  vessels  of 
the  alimentary  canal,  whose  functions  it  promotes. 
Moreover,  it  stimulates  the  other  abdominal  organs,  and 
after  the  absorption  of  its  bitter  acrid  principle,  it  not 
nnfreqxiently  proves  diuretic."  '*  These  remarks  apply 
to  the  compound  extract,  the  only  preparation  of  colo- 
qrnth  of  which  I  have  personal  experience.  It  would 
uppear  partly  from  observation  in  the  human  subject, 
and  also  from  the  experiments  of  Orfik  on  dogs,  that 
colocynth  is  one  of  those  purgatives  which  exert  a 
specific  sttmnlant  influence  over  the  large  intestines.*' 

My  mode  of  treatment  was  as  follows :— The  abdomen 
and  upper  and  lower  extremities  being  first  well  rubbed 
with  turpentine  liniment,  the  patient  was  immediately 
trapped  in  flannel  steeped  and  wrung  out  with  hot  water, 
•over  which,  and  covering  the  whole  body  as  if  swaddled, 
"was  applied  a  warm  dry  blanket  This  fomentation, 
&c.,  being  repeated  every  two  hours,  two  of  the  follow* 
log  pilU  were  directed  to  be  taken  immediately,  and 
one  repeated  every  hour  till  the  motions  became  feculent 
and  more  natural. — R.  Chlorid.  Hydrarg.,  gr.  viij. ; 
£xtr.  Colocynth.  Comp.,  gr.  xij ;  Ol.  Carui,  gtt.  iij. 
M.  Ft.  PU.,  viij.  If  the  piUs  were  rejected  they  were 
immediately  repeated  and  occasionally  accompanied 
with  brandy  or  hot  brandy  and  water. 

Under  this  treatment  a  manifest  amelioration  of  all 
fhe  symptoms  speedily  occurred  ;  the  vomiting  became 
less  urgent;  the  alvine  dejections  instead  of  being 
more  frequent  as  might,  a  priori,  be  expected  as  the 
effect  of  the  purgative  pills,  becomes  invariably  less 
frequent,  less  copious,  of  greater  consistency,  and  in 
a  few  hours  feculent  and  mixed  with  bile.  When  these 
gratifying  changes  in  the  evacuations  occurred,  speedy 
and  uninterrupted  recovery  usually  follbwed. 

The  suddenness  of  the  recovery  of  patients  firom  being 
.almost  apparently  in  articuh  mortitf  was  very  remark* 
able,  and  in  one  instance  was  considered  by  the  friends  of 
the  individual,  who  were  "  Mormonites  or  Latter-day 
Saints,"  an  actual  miracle,  which  they  published  in  one 
of  their  tracts  as  a  notable  instance  of  the  result  of  their 
prayers  and  laying  on  of  hands !  In  some  cases,  how- 
ever, after  the  cholera  symptoms  had  subsided,  slight 
fever  occurred,  which  continued  only  for  a  few  days. 

It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  remark,  that  out  of  the  thirty. 
4wo  cases  of  cholera  attended,  eleven  occurred  on  one 
eide  of  Agard  Street,  besides  nine  cases  of  dysentery. 
This  is  a  short  street  behind  which  a  filthy  brook  runs, 
part  of  which  is  dammed  up  for  the  supply  of  mills  and 
Is  generally  stagnant;  the  remainder  is  very  shallow 
and  contains  all  kinds  of  noxious  refuse.  On  the  other 
ide  of  the  street,  into  part  of  which  two  large  silks 
factories  open,  and  the  remainder  is  open  to  gardens, 
not  a  single  case  was  reported. 

When  cholera  first  made  its  appearance  in  this 
/country,  Derby  was  not  exempt  from  its  visitation,  but 


compared  with  other  towns  its  ravsges  were  not  great. 
More  than  half  the  cases  reported,  however,  proved 
fetaL  After  the  epidemic  ceased  solitary  instances 
occasionally  occurred,  having  all  the  peculiar  charactera 
of  the  Asiatic  disease,  which  were  equally  rapid  in  their 
progress  and  &tal  in  their  termination  unless  arrested 
by  timely  and  appropriate  treatment.  Since  its  last 
lisitation  to  Derby,  in  1849,  when  its  ravages  were 
much  greater  than  on  the  former  occasion,  solitary  casea 
have  also  occurred,  having  so  much  the  character  of 
Asiatic  cholera,  that  if  the  disease  had  at  the  same  time 
appeared  as  an  epidemic,  they  would  without  hesitation 
have  been  reported  as  such.  I  select  the  following  out 
of  eight  cases  which  have  been  successfully  treated  by 
myself  and  partner,  one  of  which  occurred  in  October, 
1850,  a  year  after  the  epidemic  had  ceased,  the  other 
in  AAgnst  last. 

Case  1. — Ann  Jackson,  aged  50,  after  having  been 
afiected  with  diarrhoea  for  three  weeks,  was  suddenly 
seized  on  Monday  morning,  October  22,  ISbO,  with 
vomiting,  almost  incessant  purging,  and  cramps  of  the 
arms  and  legs.  Motions  passed  involuntarily,  thin^ 
watery,  and  light  coloured,  resembling  rice-water.  Saw 
her  at  nine  o'clock  a.m.,  surrounded  by  her  femily,  who 
were  in  deep  distress  on  account  of  what  they  considered 
her  hopeless  condition,  lying  on  her  back,  mouth  half 
open;  tongue  furred  and  feeling  cold  to  the  touch; 
eyes  sunk  in  their  sockets;  voice  scarcely  audible; 
f^early  pulseless ;  skin  of  a  dark  colour  and  cold  as  s 
corpse.  Although  apparently  in  a  complete  state  of 
collapse,  she  was  perfectly  sensible.  The  abdomen, 
arms  and  legs,  were  directed  immediately  to  be  rubbed 
with  turpentine  liniment  and  covered  with  flannels 
wrung  out  with  hot  water,  and  then  to  be  wrapped  or 
swaddled  in  a  dry  blanket.  To  be  repeated  every  two 
hours. — R.  Chlor.  Hydrarg.,  gr.  viij. ;  Extr.  Colocynth. 
Com^.,  gr.  xiij;  Sap.  Yen.,  gr.,  v.;  Ol.  Carui,  gtt. 
iij.  M.  Ft.  Pil.  viiij.  Two  to  be  taken  immediately,  and 
one  every  hour  till  the  motion  becomes  natural.  Also 
to  take  every  half  hour  brandy  in  sago. 

5,  P.M. — Is  much  wanner;  has  had  no  return  of 
vomiting  or  purging,  and  cramps  but  very  slightly.-— 
Pergat. 

Wednesday,  10  a.m.— Has  taken  the  pills  regularly, 
except  when  asleep ;  slept  for  several  hours  during  the 
Q^ht ;  has  had  but  one  motion,  not  so  thin  or  copious 
as  they  have  been,  but  still  white. — Pergat. 

Thursday. — In  much  the  same  state  as  yesterday ; 
has  had  a  tolerable  night ;  one  or  two  motions  (white) ; 
reaction  fully  developed;  tongue  dry,  and  much  fur- 
red.—R.  Liq.  Ammon.  Aciet.,  oz.  ij. ;  Sp.  ^th.  • 
Sulph.  Comp.,  dr.  iij.;  Mist.  Camph.,  oz.  vss.  M. 
Cap.  oz.  j.,  quartis  horis.  Pills  to  be  repeated  every 
two  hours. 

Friday. — Has  had  a  good  night,  and  this  morning 
has  passed  several  dark-coloured  motions,  and  mictu- 
rated for  the  first  time  since  Sunday  last. 

Saturday. — Is  much  better  in  all  respects ;  motions 
have  become  of  a  natural  colour  and  consistency.— -To 
take  the  pills  once  or  twice  a-day. 
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Monday.— Xlkmtiinies  conTalesoent,  and  feeb  Kttle 
BMMre  tfian  general  fflebleness,  from  which  she  soon 


Cue  2. — yir,  Harreyt  clerk  of  St.  Werimrgh's 
Ofanrcfa,  aged  54,  states  that  on  rising  in  the  morning 
tit  Monday,  the  29tii  of  Angnst,  he  was  affected  with 
Aarrhoea,  accompanied  with  geoersl  lassitude,  slighl 
pain  of  ttie  bowels^  and  ftuntness ;  motions  Tery  fte- 
qiient,  liquid,  and  copions.  Had  taken  on  the  preceding 
sight  eel  pie  for  snpper,  of  which  he  says  he  eat  very 
sparingly.  The  whole  of  Monday  diarrhoea  eontinned, 
with  little  abatement,  for  which  he  repeatedly  took 
brandy.  '  Tuesday  morning  he  had  a  rhubarb  draught, 
and  occasionally  took  brandy  ;  felt  better,  and  walked 
about  the  town  transacting  business ;  in  the  afternoon 
motions  much  more  frequent,  copious,  and  liquid,  with 
Increased  iaintness.  He  continued  occasionally  to  take 
brandy.  About  11  o'clock,  p.m.,  on  getting  out  of  bed, 
was  seized  with  cramps  of  the  arms  and  legs,  fell  down, 
and  was  unable  to  rise ;  whilst  on  the  floor  had  a  copious 
ind  involuntary  motion,  passed  with  great  force,  and 
be  became  extremely  fidnt.  On  being  lifted  into  bed  I 
was  immediately  sent  for.  I  found  him  greatly  ex- 
hausted, affected  with  cramps  of  the  upper  and  lower 
extremities,  extending  to  the  fingers  and  toes,  and  across 
the  chest,  excited  and  aggrarated  by  the  slightest 
movement.  He  had  just  vomited  nearly  half-a-potfhl 
of  dark-coloured  watery  fluid ;  pulse  frdl  and  slow ; 
akin  moderately  warm,  but  of  a  darker  colour  than 
usual;  eyes  surrounded  with  a  dark-coloured  areola, 
and  sunk  in  their  sockets. 

His  feet  were  directed  to  be  immediately  placed  in 
hot  water  and  mustard ;  the  abdomen  and  extremities  to 
be  rubbed  with  turpentine  liniment,  and  afterwards  a 
flannel,  wrung  out  with  hot  water,  to  be  applied ;  be 
was  then  wrapped  round,  as  if  swaddled,  in  a  warm  dry 
blanket.  To  be  repeated  every  two  hours.  Two  of 
the  following  pills  were  immediately  given  him,  and  one 
directed  to  be  repeated  every  hour  till  natural  motions 
were  produced. — R.  Chlor.  Hydrarg.,  gr.  viij. ;  Extr. 
Colocynth  Comp.,  gr.  xij.;  Camph.^  gr.  viij.;  Ol. 
Caroi.,  gr.  nj,    M.  Fiat  Pil.  viij. 

I  remained  with  him  till  about  five  o'clock,  and  left 
him  in  an  improved  state,  although  during  my  stay  he 
bad  frequently  vomited  copiously  thin,  clear,  and  liquid 
matters,  and  passed  one  or  two  motions,  also  copions, 
resembling  milk-and-water,  or  rather  the  characteristic 
lioe-water  evacuations.  Thirst  was  incessa&t  and  un- 
quenchable. Cramps  continued,  but  not  so  violent. 
About  an  hour  after  having  left  him,  I  was  sent  for  in 
great  haste,  as  the  cramps  had  returned  so  severely  that 
he  thought  he  oonld  not  live;  I  found  him,  however, 
much  better^  although  the  cramps  had  been  very  severe, 
in  consequence  of  getting  out  of  bed.  He  was  in  a 
profuse  perspiration;  the  change  in  the  motions  was 
more  marked,  less  liquid,  and  not  quite  so  white, 
although  still  abundant;  cramp  less  severe;  vomiting 
still  copious,  but  not  so  frequent.  The  pills  to  be 
continued  without  the  camphor,  after  which  the  vomiting 
ceased.    In  the  course  of  the  day  (Wednesday)  the 


motions  became  more  feculent,  and  riigfatly  mixed  wtth: 
bile,  accompanied  with  corresponding  amendment. 

Thursday.— Had  a  good  night ;  motions  much  mote 
natural,  and  for  the  first  time  since  Tuesday  has  passed 
urine.  The  pills  were  omitted,  and  the  foUowmi^ 
mixture  substituted.— R.  Pulv.  Chlor.,  scr.  ij.;  Mag. 
Carb.,  dr.  ss.;  Mucil.  Gum.  Aoadae^  oz.  as.;  Sp. 
Ammon.  Arom.,  Thict.  Hyoscy.  utrq.,  dr.  ij. ;  Aqpm 
Month.,  OK.  T.    M.  Cap.  ox.  j.,  bis  terve  die. 

From  this  time  convalescence  became  rapid,  and  on 
Saturday  he  left  hb  room  complaining  of  little  mora 
than  weakness. 

Total  amount  of  calomel  taken  sixteen  grains,  and  Of 
compound  extract  of  colocynth  thirty-two  grains. 

October  9,  1852. 


EXTEANEOUS    SUBSTANCES   IN   THK- 
EYE. 

Bt  AUGUSTIN  PRICHABD,  Esa.,  Bbistol. 

Btai  hff^  tht  Bath  «ai  BrUM Bmmdk«faMAM9ctmli»m,  OetOarT,  UBK 

Thb  detection  and  treatment  of  the  symptoms 
produced  by  foreign  bodies  In  the  eye,  are  matters  of 
oonsideable  surgical  interest,  dependent  upon  the  vahto 
of  the  organs  implicated,  the  destructive  results  of 
meffident  surgical  aid,  and  the  thoroughly  satisftu^tory 
cures  obtained  by  the  most  simple  measures.  Besidea 
this,  the  subject  is  a  surgical  curiosity.  Having  con- 
stantly under  my  care  a  number  of  these  cases,  I 
have  for  ten  years  past  always  examined  with  a  micro* 
scope  the  minute  bodies  which  I  have  removed  front 
the  surface  of  the  eye,  and  ss  might  perhaps  be  suppoeed,. 
have  met  with  a  considerable  variety. 

It  win  perhaps  make  my  paper  more  worthy  of  a 
scientific  body  like  the  present,  if  I  first  give  some  acooont 
of  the  numbers  of  accidents  to  the  eyes,  in  proportioa 
to  the  whole  number  admitted  to  an  ophtiislmic  charity^ 
of  the  per  centage  of  accidents  where  a  foreign  substance 
still  remains  in  the  eye  at  the  period  of  admission,  of 
the  numbers  of  the  different  kinds  of  substances  fomidr 
and  the  occupation  of  the  applicants.  I  will  afterwards 
show  to  any  who  feel  disposed  to  examine  tlieniy  soma 
of  tiie  objects  I  have  prepared. 

My  observatbns  are  collected  at  ihe  Bristol  Dispenmy 
for  the  core  of  complaints  in  the  eyes,  founded  by  Mr. 
Estlin  in  1812;  and  they  go  back  as  far  aa  Ika 
year  1834,  f^m  which  time  the  various  isjuries  haw 
been  more  distinctiy  arranged  under  their  separata  heads 
than  they  were  before.  This  comprises  a  period  of 
eighteen  years,  during  the  first  part  of  which  I  sttendsd 
the  Eye  Dispensary  as  pupil,  and  for  the  last  ten  yesi» 
as  surgeon. 

Thtrty-swen  th&UHmd  one  Mmdred  tmd  mmtig  mbtt- 
patients  have  been  admitted  during  this  time,  that  is 
about  2100  in  every  year,  upon  an*  average.  2856  of 
these  esses  were  iijuries  to  the  eye,  being  between  serta 
and  eight  in  every  hundred. 
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FnnDL  this  nnmber  of  accidents  W6  must  take  thoee 
^tfaat  bear  upon  the  prasent  rahject,  awl  they  are  the 
foUowIng  :— 

Percent. 

1. — Injuries  from  lime  175  =  0*497 

2,— Pieces  of  iron  or  steel  od| 
the  cornea    ^ 


650 


1.74 

5. — Other  foreigij  substances  ...     524  =  1.40 

I  need  not  partiodarlj  describe  the  symptoms  of  an 
extraneous  sabstanoe  in  the  eye,  as  all  have  experienced 
the  sensation,  and  must  know  that  it  leaves  littile  room 
for  dopbt  as  to  diagnosis*  It  must  be  remembered  that 
the  lid.is  the  most  sensitiye  part,  and  feels  in  the  aot 
of  winking  the  foreign  body  stack  upon  the  globe  of 
tiie  eye,  and  the  patient  hhnself  always  refers  to  the 
iqpper  eyelid  as  the  position  of  the  offending  substance. 
The  treatment  is  of  coarse  to  remove  it  as  speedily  frf 
possible,  and  for  this  purpose  we  ordinarily  ose  a  silver 
instmment,  shaped  like  a  cataract  needle^  considerably 
carved. 

There  are  one  or  two  observations  I  wish  to  make  re-  • 
sjpeeting  the  mdn  of  a  patient  with  an  extraneous 
body  in  the  eye.  Some  of  the  diseases  of  the  eye  are 
.alwajB  aooompanied  by  peculiar  mein  or  characteristic 
gestures  on  the  part  of  the  patient.  A  child,  with 
strumous  ophthalmia,  is  brought  into  the  room  back- 
wards, shrinking  from  the  light,  with  both  eyes  screwed 
ap  OS  tightly  as  possible,  with  a  handkerchief  pressed 
dp  against  them.  A  man  with  amaurosis  walks  in  with 
ius  eyes  widely  staring  and  his  brows  raised,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  any  rays  being  intercepted  in 
their  progress  to  his  insensitive  retina.  A  patient 
with  cataracts  has  his  eyes  partially  closed,  his  brows 
-oontrBcted,'  and  his  hand  raised  to  shade  the  eyes,  to 
jiUow  the  iris  to  dilate  as  much  as  possible,  and  in  a 
patient  with  an  extraneous  sabstance  in  the  eye,  one 
ia  entirely  closed,  or  if  opened  for  a  moment  is  immedi- 
jiMy  dosed  again ;  he  shows  great  incapacity  of  keeping 
Ius  eyes  open,  which  gives  rise  to  the  peculiar  appearance 
of  mMermuie  qf  Ught  vtUh  me  eye  only,  ^e  other 
being  in  a  great  majority  of  cases  quite  sound.  I  liave 
ocHistantly  notieed  that  the  mein  or  general  appearance 
of  such  a  patient,  and  of  the  eye,  (in  a  casual  examina- 
tion,} exactly  resembles  that  of  a  man  with  iritis,  which 
<li8ease  most  commonly  attacks  one  eye;  and  if  inflam- 
mation has  been  produced  by  the  extraneous  substance, 
the  redness  is  more  like  that  in  sclerotic  inflammations 
then  the  odour  of  tlie  eye  in  affections  of  the  conjunctiva. 
Tliere  is  another  point  of  resemUanoe,  which  is  one  of 
^pevtioalar  physiological  interest.  It  is  commonly  taught 
aoad  believed  tiiat  the  optic  nerve  is  the  only  afferent 
nerve  to  the  third  or  motor  nerve  of  the  iris,  t .  e.,  that 
Hie  pupil  contracts  only  when  the  optic  nerve  fieels  the 
iaapression  of  the  light,  and  takes  it  back  to  the  brain, 
sending  the  message  to  contract  along  the  third  nerve 
throQgh  the  ciliary  ganglion  to  the  iris.  Persons  with  an 
extranteus  substance  adherent  to  the  cornea  of  one  eye, 
almost  invariably  have  that  pupil  morecontraotedthan  the 
diier^  notwithstanding  the  fisct  that  the  eye  is  kept  more 
cflosed.  The  explanation  of  this  is,  that  the  flfth  nerve 
-iliBtributed  on  the  lids,  feels  the  irritation  and  acts  as  an 


afferent  nerve  to  the  uris/  which  immediately  contracts. 
1  sometime  ago  brought  forward  a  proof  of  this  het, 
or  of  one  exactly  similar  in  nature,  from  the  Blind 
Asylum  Report.  Two  other  instances  have  come  nnder 
my  notice  recently.  A  girl  completely  blind  from 
amaurosis  after  fever,  and  unable  to  distinguish  the 
least  light,  was  exposed  to  the  rays  of  the  son.  I  saw 
the  pnpils  of  her  eyes  instantly  contract,  as  in  a  seeing 
oye,  and  ebe  said  that  she  knew  she  was  in  the  Ught 
fctm  the  sensation.  With  another  blind  person,  whoie 
eyas-were  completely  sunk,  and  where  there  was  no  pev^ 
caption  of  the  light,  I  performed  the  same  experiments 
She  had  no  iris  to  contract,  but  she  began  to  wink  her 
eyelids  and  the  tean  began  to  flow  from  the  weakness 
produoed  by  a  bright  light,  exactly  as  would  happen  in 
a  seeing  person  exposed  to  the  same  inflnence.  These 
fsots  prove  beyond  question  that  the  fifth  nerve  feeie 
the  light  and  acts  as  an  afferent  nerve  to  the  iris  and 
eyelids  as  well  as  to  the  optic  nerve. 

I  leave  oat  of  our  present  consideration  all  oases  of 
accident,  except  where  there  have  been  extraneous  sub- 
stances adherent  to  the  surfhce  of  the  eye,  and  this  is  a 
tolerably  numerous  dass,  1174  having  presented  them- 
selves, amounting  to  one  out  of  every  thirty-one.  I 
need  scaroely  say,  that  very  few  of  these  were  women. 

The  artisans  of  a  large  city  who  most  commpoly 
come  for  aid  on  this  account,  are  the  following  :— 

Smiike,  with  scales  of  hot  hron,  which  have  struck 
upon  the  surfooe  of 'the  eye  in  hammering  red-hot 
metal. 

SUme'Cutfert,  with  minute  portions  of  their  chisels, 
or  more  rarely,  of  stone. 

Miilere,  who  have  to  diip  the  millstones,'  and  thus 
also  get  struck  with  pieces  of  metal,  or  stone. 

MUlwrighU,  with  pieces  of  steel  on  the  oomea. 

Boiler  makere  and  engineers,  as  they  call  themselveSt 
i.e.,  engine  makers,  who  are  particularly  liable  to  get 
pieces  of  iron  in  the  eye,  in  chipping  cast  iron,  or 
hammering  the  rust  frem  old  boilers,  or  in  grinding. 

Metal  fumere,  as  opticians'  working  men,  &c.,  who 
ara  struck  with  minute  points  of  brass  or  iron  $  these 
generally  have  thin  pointed  pieces,  like  the  tip  of  a 
needle,  driven  into  the  eye,  where  they  penetrate  per- 
pendicularly and  adhere  most  firmly. 

Carpeniertf  in  hammering  or  grinding  their  tools. 

Tilen  and  plasterers  and  masons,  in  building  and 
breaking  stones,  and  hammering  the  plaster  from  walls; 
or  what  is  still  more  frequent,  in  driring  the  nails 
into  the  laths  in  their  plastering  business.  The  nails 
generally  used  are  cast  and  cut  by  machine,  and  are 
extremely  brittle. 

We  see  from  the  country — 

Colliers,  from  thevumerous  ooal  mines  in  the  neigh- 
bouihood  of  Bristol,  with  pieces  of  ooal  in  the  eyes. 

Farmer^  labottrers,  who  are  injured  in  chopping 
trees,  or  hedging,  or  haymaking. 

We  must  add  to  these,  of  course,  all  the  little 
accidents  that  occur,  as  for  instance  in  railway  travdUing 
or  in  a  dusty  road,  which  are  entirely  independent  of 
the  patient's  employment,  and  may  happen  to  any  of 
us  at  any  time.' 


584 


MR.  HIGGINBOTTOH  ON  IPECACUANHA  AS  A  RBSTORATIVB. 


I  have  enoonntered  objects  from  the  oi^ganic  and 
inorganic  worid, — in  iSut,  animal,  T^getable,  and  minand 
■nbatanoea  of  Tarioos  kinds^  some  one  or  two  of  each 
of  which  I  flhoold  like  to  diow  you. 

Of  nege(able  tiatuei  there  have  been  specimens  of 
wood,  in  the  form  of  diips,  imbedded  in  the  cornea,  or 
under  the  lid;  or  minute  pieces  of  bark,  which  havo' 
flown  from  the  edge  of  the  hatchet;  portions  of  nvt- 
aheU,  seeds,  and  grass.  One  specimen  of  hard  wood|[^' 
stmcture  shows  the  separste  wood-cells  very  distineli^,/ 
but  ham  vHiat  plant  it  comes  I  have  not  been  able  to 
determine.* 

The  ammal  hodiet  which  I  have  had  occasion  to 
remove  from  the  eye,  have  been  minnte  flies,  of  various 
kinds,  more  or  less  entire,  and  the  wing  cases  of  insects,^ 
that  is,  the  hardened  case  or  shell,  in  which  are  folded 
the  inner  or  real  wings  of  the  coleopt^ns  tribe  of 
insects.  They  are  ^concave  on  one  side,  and  convex 
upon  tiie  other,  and  adhere  very  firmly  to  the  cornea,  in 
all  probability  with  the  action  of  the  leather  sodcer  by 
vriiich  boys  raise  stones, — 1.«.,  by  atmospheric  pressure. 
An  instance  occorred  in  the  year  1839,  when  the  patient 
presented  himself,  after  sufiering  pain  and  inflammation 
of  the  eye  for  ten  months,  and  the  removal  of  the 
wing-case  relieved  all  the  symptoms.  There  is  some- 
timos  a  little  difficulty  in  detaching  them  from  the  snr- 
frkoe  of  the  eye.  Many  of  them  are  very  pretty  objects 
for  microscopic  examinsition,  they  are  very  minute,  and 
I  have  removed  several  in  an  entire  state. 

Meiallie  tubtianett. — Pieces  of  percusnon  caps,— of 
iron,  brass,  or  copper,  retam  their  metallic  appearance, 
if  they  are  entirefy  imbedded  in  the  substance  of  the 
oomea,  and  are  thus  removed  from  the  action  of  air  and 
moisture,  so  that  after  removal  they  have  the  glistening 
appearance  of  a  metallic  suriace;  and  in  the  case  of 
lion,  it  is  attracted  by  the  magnet.  Portions  of  per- 
cussion cap  are  generally  more  or  less  imbedded  in  the 
eyes,  as  the  accident  is  always  accompanied  with  con- 
siderable force.  Pieces  of  lime  and  stone  will  adhere 
for  some  time  to  the  cornea. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  fticts  connected  with 
these  metallic  bodies  in  the  eye,  is  seen  when  a  piece  of 
iron  is  driven  upon  the  surface  of  the  cornea,  and  does 
not  penetrate  deeply,  but  is  subjected  at  once  to  the 
double  force  of  friction  by  the  eyelid,  and  oxidation  by 
exposure  to  the  air  and  tears.  If  it  remains  a  feW 
days  in  the  eye,  an  extraordinary  change  tskes  place  ill 
its  form,  for  it  assumes  the  shape  of  a  minute  iron  ring, 
vrith  a  dear  central  hole.  Of  this  curious  fact  I  have 
numberless  proofs  in  the  shape  of  spedmens,  which  I 


.  *  Ooe  piece  of  vcfetable  oeUakr  time  went  throash  a  loiiiewliat 
drenitoaa  roote,  l>efoi«  it  flnelly  retted  m  one  of  my  mieroeoopic  ol^eete. 
A  man  preiented  hinudf  with  an  acately-iniaBied  eye,  witli  puiftirm 
dtaeharga^  and  on  everting  hia  upper  lid.  a  foreign  lubitance  waa  aeea, 
and  reaoved,  wbieh  tuned  ont  to  be  tlie  ceQnlar  membrane  of  eome 
^^getable.  The  Uatoiy  waa  tbiat^-Aftvdayabeliare.  he  met  and  entered 
into  ooaverMtion.  with  a  firiend,  (a  batcher'a  boy,)  carrying  a  bmUoeVt 
jmhmA  in  hia  handi  ftom  worda  they  eame  to  blowi^and  my  patient  waa 
Inonght  down  by  a  heavy  Sap  in  the  face  frwn  hiaadTereaiy'a  diaagireabia 
we^OB.  Hia  eye  waa  painftal,  and  intolerant  of  light,  from  that  time 
wntil  the  anbetanee  waa  removed, when  it  apeedily  reeofered.  Thaportio* 
df  vegetable  matter,  having  eacaped  in  the  praoeea  of  rumination  and 
digeatton,  fennd  itt  way  thna  abnpdy  into  the  maa'a  eye,  and  thence  into 


have  myself  removed  from  the  eye,  and  whioh  I  shall 
be  happy  to  show  yon«  Now,  this  ring  is  fomed  in 
two  ways, — the  small  piece  of  iron  adheres  to  the  conwa» 
and  the  prominent  part  is  gradually  rubbed  away  by  the 
lid  until  it  becomes  transparent  in  tiie  centre,  mndi  av 
an  optician  grinds  a  concave  lens ;  the  other  method  ia. 
when  the  drcumference  of  the  minute  jnece  of  iron 
adheres  as  before,  to  the  cornet^  and  the  promineBt 
'centre  is  gradually  loosened,  and  removed  tn  nume  by- 
nature  or  art.  Of  the  former  of  these  mothoda— •.«., 
the  gradual  thinning  of  the  minute  point,  I  have  ptoof 
in  spedm^  showing  all  the  stsges  until  a  dear  ring  ia 
formed ;  and  as  to  the  latter,  I  have  frequently  removed* 
with  the  silver  curette,  a  central  pdnt,  leaving  a  ring 
behind,  which  I  have  ietadied  at  once,  or  after  a  fow 
days.  These  rings  are  frequently  only  oxide  of  iron, 
and  not  metallic  iron,  the  occasional  transparencf 
showing  that  they  are  then  no  longer  in  the  purdy* 
metallic  state.  I  do  not  yet  understand  dearly  why 
these  pieces  of  iron  are  so  generaUy  circular  as  is  the 
case ;  they  either  fly  off  from  before  the  hammer  hot  aoA 
fased  by  the  riolence  of  the  blow,  or  they  are  gronnd 
[of  a  drottlar  fonn  between  the  lids  and  the  ^ob» 
of  the  eye. 


IPECACUANHA  AS  A  EESTOBATIVE. 
By  JOHN  HIGGINBOTTOM,  F.ILS. 


I  AM  induced  to  make  some  observationa  on  the  ear 
of  emetics,  from  what  baa  been  written  on  the  case  of 
the  late  lamented  Duke  of  WeUington,  in  the  last- 
number  of  ttteJPravmeial  Medical  and  Surpieal  JomrwUf. 
page  616.  It  is  there  stated :— <'  Instead  of  a  deprai'- 
9mg  potion^  mek  a$  an  amatie,  to  void  a  stomadiwhichr 
at  the  utmost,  could  have  little  more  than  gaa  witliin  ifc^ 
stimulants,  antacids,  and  sedatives,  such  aa  brandy^ 
ammonia,  castor,  valerian,  and  opinm,  with  mustard 
poultices  and  other  mbefadents,  or  even  veaicante 
externally,  were  indicated." 

For  many  years  I  have  been  in  the  practice  of  pie^ 
scribing  an  ipecacuanha  emetic  as  a  powerfol  restorative 
in  some  cases  of  eihaustion  and  sinking,  and  I  read  a 
paper  on  that  subject,  beftnre  the  Nottingham  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Sodety,  which  was  published  in  the  Laneei 
for  June  28,  1845. 

I  prescribe  ipecacuanha  in  preference  to  any  othar 
emetic;  for  if  given  in  a  auffident  dose,  as  half  a 
dradmi  of  the  powder,  it  produces  frdl  vomitiBg  bo4h 
safely  and  quid[ly  3  it  baa  also  the  power  of  raising  the- 
system  to  its  normal  condition,  witiiout  prodndqg  any 
unnatural  exdtement. 

I  have  long  discontinued  in  sudi  cases  the  use  o^ 
brandy,  ammonia,  and  opiumt  considering  them  only 
as  palliatives.  I  give  the  ipecacuanha  if  I  know  the 
stomach  is  empty,  bdng  convinced  that  the  stimuhiB  of. 
vomiting  rouses  the  sinking  powers  by  pradodng  • 
considerable  effect  upon  the  nervoua  systsai ;  tbii^  it. 
equalixes  the  drcnlation  of  the  Ueod,  remofVi  tha 
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Titiated  secretioDS,  and  promotes  the  healthy  tecretioDB 
of  the  TariouB  organs  of  the  body. 

If  ipecacuanha  would  have  acted  as  an  emetic  in  snch 
a  case  as  that  of  the  late  Mr.  Hnskinson,  where  the 
nervous  system  had  maintained  so  great  a  shock,  it 
might  probably  have  had  the  effect  of  restoring  the 
vital  powers  sufficiently  to  have  admitted  the  operation 
of  amputation.  I  consider  the  ipecacuanha  so  safe  a 
remedy  as  an  emetic,  that  I  have  given  it  in  valvular 
disease  of  the  heart,  when  the  patient  was  suffering 
from  indigestion. 

Nottingham,  October  7,  1852,. 


^rnmMngg  nf  Inmto. 


BATH  AND   BELSTOL  BEANCH. 


A  special  general  meeting  of  the  Bath  and  Bristol 
Branch  of  the  Association  summoned  in  oomj^nce 
with  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the  Council,  was  held 
at  the  Royal  Western  Hotel,  Bristol,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  October  27th,  for  the  puipose  of  considering 
if  any  and  what  steps  should  be  taken  in  consequence 
of  the  verdict  given  on  the  trial  of  Bourn  v.  Cm:, 

Mr.  Norman^  of  Bath,  presided  on  the  occasion,  and 
there  were  also  present  from  the  Bath  District,  Messrs. 
Bagshawe,  John  Barrett,  Bartrum,  Bush,  Church,  Cox, 
Cowan,  James  Crang,  Finlater  Crang,  Davies,  M.D., 
Evans,  Mason,  John  Soden,  Skeate,  Stone,  Tunstall, 
M.D.,  and  Yicary;  from  the  Bristol  district  Messrs. 
Coe»  Colthurst,  Clark,  Cross,  Bndd,  M.D.,  Bryant, 
EstUn,  Godfrey,  Green,  Hinton,  Iiancaster,  Leonard, 
Macey,  Mayor,  Morgan^  O'Brien,  M.D.»  Prichard, 
Sawer,  Smisrdon,  Symonds,  M.D.,  Swayne,  M.D., 
and  H.  Swayne.  Messrs.  Sugden  of  Westown.  Field 
and  Lawrence  of  Bath,  attended  as  visitors. 

Some  preliminary  objections  taken  by  Mr.  Cox,  as 
to  the  presence  of  a  reporter  and  the  attendance  of  some; 
gentlemen  not  members  of  the  Association,  having 
been  satisfactorily  disposed  of, 

Mr.  CoLTHU&ST,  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Bristol 
Branch,  read  the  minutes  of  the  quarterly  meeting,  held 
on  the  7th  of  October. 

The  Paesidbnt  then  said, — Gentlemen,  you  have 
been  called  together  at  this  special  meeting,  aa  the  notice 
which  has  been  addressed  to  you  states,  to  consider  if 
any  and  what  steps  should  be  taken  in  consequence  of 
the  verdict  given  on  the  trial,  Bourn  v.  Coxs  and  also 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  publishing  such  a  letter  on 
medical  subjects  aa  was  recently  done  by  Mr.  John 
Barrett,  in  the  case  of  Bourn  v.  Cojp,  The  circum- 
stances which  have  led  to  the  calling  of  this  meeting,  aa 
you  are  all  aware,  have  arisen  out  of  one  of  our  members 
being  concerned  in  a  lawsuit,  which  was  noticed  in  our 
Joumalf  and  an  invitation  given  to  Mr.  Cox  to  make 
some  explanation  about  it.  In  the  Journal  of  the  13th 
of  September  a  letter  was  published  firom  Mr.  Cox^ 


and  the  Editor  made  some  strong  observations  upon  it, 
saying  that  this  branch  ought  to  take  some  steps  in 
rebrence  to  the  matter.  Accordingly,  one  of  our 
oldest  members  wrote  to  the  Bristol  Secretary,  and 
suggested  the  callmg  together  of  the  Council.  They 
have  met,  and  after. a  long  and  anxious  consideratioii 
thegr  thought  the  best  step  would  be^to  call  the  whole 
b^iich  together,  well  knowing  that  at  such  a  meeting 
theiie  would  be  that  cool  judgment  and  proper  feeling 
of  jfiiAtioe  towards  a  fellow-member  which,  while  it 
would  uphold  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  profession, 
would  also  do  justice  to  the  gentleman  concerned. 

Mr.  Cox:  Mr.  President,  before  the  question  ia 
gone  into,  I  would  beg  to  make  a  few  remarks.  My 
letter  has  already  been  before  every  member  of  this 
Association,  through  the  Journal;  but  I  would  beg  in 
addition  to  add,  if  it  were  not  sufficiently  expressed  in 
that  letter,  that  I  acknowledge  that  in  my  conduct  in 
the  affair  against  my  patient  Bourn,  I  was  indiscreet 
and  hasty  in  my  proceedings.  .  I  appeal  to  those  pre- 
sent whether  I  had  not  much  provocation  thereto. 
'Further  than  this  I  am  not  prepared  to  acknowledge. 
I  am  come  here  to  night,  and  if  any  man  has  to  charge 
me  with  anything  else,  I  am  here  prepared  to  answer 
it.  I  am  not  aware,  that  in  this  affair — indeed  I  know 
that  I  have  done  nothing  that  I  am  ashamed  to  look 
any  man  in  the  face  for.  I  have  ahready  said  that  I 
have  been  indiscreet,  and  if  I  have  done  anything  that 
ought  to  iocur  the  censure  of  the  profession,  I  know 
that  here  I  shall  have  a  fair  tribunal  before  which  to 
answer  any  charge.  I  know  that  I  shall  have  fair  play  ; 
I  ask  for  no  undue  £ftvour.  I  know  that  I  may  rely  on 
fair  play  and  good  feeling  from  every  member,  and  with 
that  feeling  I  leave  the  case  in  the  hands  of  this  Associa- 
tion, and  whatever  sentence  they  may  pronounce,  I  am 
ready  to  submit  to  it 

Mr.  J.  B.  EsTi^iN,  of  Bristol,  said  he  felt  bound  to 
state  briefly  the  reasons  which  induced  him,  unsolicited, 
and  without  consulting  any  one,  to  take  the  initiatory 
step  which  had  led  to  the  summoning  of  that  meeting. 
He  confessed  that  he  felt  in  some  degree  disarmed,  by 
the  observations  which  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Cox,  and 
hoped  that  nothing  would  be  said  by  him  out  of  that 
spirit  of  fairness  which  Mr.  Cox  had  claimed.  Having, 
however,  received  Mr.  Cox's  letter,  and  feeling  that  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Association,  in  a  court  of  justice, 
had  been  accused  criminally,  he  might  say,  (because  the 
accusation,  though  not  one  of  perjury,  was  that^  of 
having  procured  a  malicious  arrest,)  he  felt  that  it  was 
a  matter  which  ought  to  be  brought  before  this  Society. 
He  had  heard  from  various  quarters,  that  it  was  the 
desire  of  many  of  the  members  that  the  matter  should 
be  so  brought  forward,  and  this  desire  was  expressed 
not  only  by  those  who  took  a  view  of  the  matter  adverse 
to  Mr.  Cox,  but  also  by  those  who  thought  he  had 
been  hardly  used.  He  (the  speaker)  thought  it  was  the 
duty  of  s5me  one  not  belonging  to  the  Bath  Branch,  to 
bring  the  matter  forward,  and  have  i^  canvassed,  and 
therefore  being  one  of  the  senior— he  believed  aknost 
the  oldest — member  of  the  Bristol  Branch,  and  feeling 
strongly  the  duty,  as  he  advanced  in  life,  to  uphold  the 
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Tespectability  of  the  profession ,  not  only  for  bis  own 
Interest,  bftt  for  the  benefit  of  the  junior  men^bersi  be 
did  not  hesitate  to  send  the  letter  on  which  the  present 
meeting  had  been  called.  There  was  also  another 
reason  which  weighed  with  him.  At  a  former  meeting 
the  medical  case  was  brought  forward  in  a  paper  in 
which  certain  opinions  were  broached,  but  on  which, 
interesting  as  they^ere,  there  was  no  discussion.  A 
few  days  after  that  meeting  he  saw,  in  the  Bristol  papers, 
that  a  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  Cox  upon  the  question, 
with  his  opinions  upon  it;  and  that  as  no  discu^l^n 
took  place,  (he  did  not  pretend  to  quote  the  exact 
words,)  it  was  clearly  left  to  be  understood,  that  Mr. 
Cox's  yiews  on  the  subject  were  confirmed  by  the 
meeting.  Now  he  looked  on  this  as  a  fabe  inferenoe. 
lliose  who  were  present  would  not  forget  the  silence 
which  followed  the  reading  of  that  paper,  and  which 
appeared  to  him  to  be  an  eloquent  testimony  of  the 
Society  to  Mr.  Cox's  conduct.  Thus  it  appeared  to 
him  that  their  Branch  had  been  used  to  support  certain 
yiews  in  favour  of  the  defendant  in  the  case  of  Bourn 
T.  Cos,  He  (Mr.  Estlin)  was  reluctant  to  speak  at  all 
oh  the  present  occasion,  but  it  would  be  unfair  in  hini 
not  to  allow  that  there  were  circumstances  of  great 
aggravation  in  this  case.  After  a  matter  was  passed,  it 
was  easy  to  say  what  was  best  to  have  been  done,  and 
this  had  induced  him  to  view  the  matter  with  great 
indulgence.  And  he  should  rejoice  if,  in  the  course  of 
this  discussion,  anything  should  occur  to  make  Mr. 
Cox's  conduct  appear  in  a  less  unfavourable  light, 
especially  as  he  had  now  been  induced  to  express  his 
regret  for  the  course  he  had  taken.  But,  Sir,  (continued 
Mr.  Estlin,)  we  are  yery  touchy  about  the  successes  of 
homoeopathists,  aud  hydropathists,  and  mesmerists, 
who  take  away  our  best  patients,  and  probably  those 
.  who  are  most  remunerative ;  but  they  cannot  take  away 
our  respectability — ^it  is  only  by  onr  own  acts  that  we 
can  lose  our  respectability.  I  must  say  that  the  trial 
at  Bath,  and  the  disgusting  reports  and  comments 
which  have  appeared  in  the  newspapers  respecting  it, 
have  inflicted  a  wound  upon  the  profession  more  deep 
«nd  serious  than  all  the  professors  of  the  novelties  to 
which  I  have  alluded  have  been  able  to  effect.  Sir,  I 
did  not  think  to  take  any  other  step  than  to  bring 
^forward  the  subject,  but  it  may  be  necessary  to  have 
some  specific  resolution  before  the  meeting,  and  there- 
fore, having  no  personal  feeling  in  the  matter,  I  have 
no  objection  to  read  a  motion,  and  to  support  it ;  I  will 
do  so,  and  will  then  leave  the  meeting  to  say  whether  it 
adopts  the  view  which,  after  much  reflection,  I  have 
come  to.  It  is  this : — **  That  it  is  inconsistent  with  the 
honour  of  the  Association,  to  retain  upon  its  list  of 
members  any  individual  against  whom  a  verdict,  casting 
a  serious  imputation  on  his  professional  conduct,  has 
been  recorded  in  one  of  her  Majesty's  courts  of  law, 
and  that  whereas  Mr.  W.  A.  Cox  at  present  is  under 
this  stigma,  and  has  not  taken  any  proceedings  to 
^erse  the  verdict,  ho  be  requested  to  withdraw  from 
the  Association."  * 

Dr.  O'Brien  suggested  that  the  meeting  should  hear 
all  that  waste  be  said,  before  putting  such  a  resolution. 


The  PaEsiDBNT:  At  present  there  is  no  qneifion 
before  us,  and  this  resolution  is  put  in  to  raise  the 
discussion,  but  nothing  can  be  done  until  it  is  seconded. 

Dr.  Symonds,  (Bristol,)  if  Mr.  Estlin  saw  no  ob- 
jection to  a  slight  alteration,  would  second  the  motion, 
with  a  view  to  bringing  the  matter  before  the  Society. 
Coming  there,  as  he  did,  to  hear  the  evidence  to  be 
brought  before  them,  and  having  formed  no  strong 
opinion  upon  the  subject,  if  Mr.  Estlin  had  no  ob* 
jection,  he  would  propose  to  alter  the  latter  part  of 
the  resolution  thus: — "That,  whereas,  Mr.  W.  A. 
Cox  at  present  is  under  this  stigma,  and  has  not  taken' 
any  proceedings  to  reverse  the  yerdict,  he  be  reqneated 
to  declare  whether  it  is  his  intention  to  take  sodi. 
proceedings,  and  if  not,  to  show  reason  why  he  should 
not  cease  to  be  a  member." 

Mr.  Estlin. — I  am  perfectly  ready  to  adopt  tiiis  as 
my  resolution. 

The  PaBSiDsyr  was  about  to  put'the  resolution  to 
the  vote,  when 

Dr.  O'Brien  suggested  thattiie  Judge's  summing  up 
should  be  read,  so  as  to  bring  the  fiicts  before  ali 
present. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Godfrey  (Bristol}, 
Mr.  Colthnrst,  and  Mr.  Clark  (Bristol),  the  snggeetaoa 
was  not  pressed,  and 

The  President  said,  if  no  gentleman  had  any  fur- 
ther observations  to  make  be  would  put  the  resolution, 
and  if  it  were  carried  he  would  then  call  on  Mr.  Cox 
for  any  statement  he  had  to  offer.  The  resolntioQ 
having  been  put,  and  carried  unanimously,  the  Presi- 
dent continued : — And  now,  Mr.  Cox,  I  have  to  call  on 
you  for  an  answer  to  this  distinct*  question.  The 
meeting  has  now  decided  "  that  it  is  inconsistent  with 
the  honour  of  the  Association  to  retain  upon  its  list  of 
members  any  individual  against  whom  a  verdict  casting 
a  serious  imputation  on  his  professidnal  conduct  has 
been  recorded  in  one  of  her  Majesty's  courts  of  law ; 
and  that,  whereas  Mr.  W.  A.  Cox  at  present  lies  under 
this  stigma  and  has  not  taken  any  proceedings  to  reveiae 
the  yerdict,  he  be  requested  to  declare  whether  it  is  his 
intention  to  take  such  proceedings,  and  if  not  to  show 
reason  why  he  should  not  cea^e  to  be  a  member."  I 
take  it,  that  this  resolution  will  become  a  preoedeam^ 
and  will  be  applicable  in  future  to  any  member  who 
may  fall  under  its  ban. 

Mr.  Cox.— I  assure  you,  Sir,  that  I  am  yery  pleased 
at  having  an  opportunity  of  answering  that  question 
here  before  this  Association.  For  I  do  feel,  Sir,  and  I 
believe  I  shall  be  able  to  show  you  and  this  meeting 
that  the  verdict,  which  I  do  not  admit  to  be  one  (as 
it  has  been  alleged)  of  fraud,  but  whatever  the  verdict 
may  have  been,  I  say  that  it  was  arrived  at  by  medical 
evidence  that  I  challenge  the  medical  witnesses  here 
before  a  Jury  tbat  can  understand  their  evidence  to 
substantiate.  I  said  that  T  did  not  admit  that  the  yer- 
dict was  one  of  fraud,  and  I  ask  gentlemen  to  oonsider, 
taking  into  account  the  strong  remarks  that  were  made 
by  the  Judge,  that  if  I  was  guilty  of  what  was  charged 
against  me  it  was  one  of  the  worst  frauds  that  any 
member  of  society  could  be  guilty  of.    The  damages 
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were  laid  at  £bO$  the  TenUct  was  for  £lb,  the  exact 
amount  that  was  paid  to  me  bf  the  patient.  And  I 
leaTe  it  to  yon,  that  if  the  Jury  thought  it  rach  a  fraud 
as  was  laid  before  them  by  the  Judge,  whether  they 
would  not  have  aasefleed  tiie  damages  at  the  full  amount 
claimed.  But  upon  what  medical  evidence  was  that 
yerdict  given  ?  I  say,  that  from  first  to  last  every  one 
of  l^e  medical  witnesses,  fttmi  Mr.  Topp  to  Mr.  Bag- 
dkwe,  did  place  the  ease  so  before  the  Jury  as  to  lead 
them  to  suppose  that  such  a  case  as  I  had  ient  in  a  bill 
for  could  not  exist,  or  wa^most  unlikely  ever  to  have 
existed.  Now,  Sir,  what  was  the  case?  A  case  of 
gonorriioea  of  two  months'  standing,  with  stricture  of 
the  urethra,  upon  which  supervenes  syphilis  and  a 
bubo.  That  is  the  case,  which  I  say  the  medical  men 
led  the  Jury  to  believe  was  exceedingly  improbable  ever 
to  have  existed.  I  will  proceed,  Sir,  in  the  first  place, 
with  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Topp,  who  was  a  druggist, 
and  wbo  swears  he  was  for  22  years  the  apothecary  at 
tiie  Bath  United  Hospital.  He  was  of  Ofnnion  that 
"  this  'was  a  very  simple  case;  there  were  not  the 
slightest  symptoms  of  the  disorders  named  by  Mr.  Cox 
in  his  bill.  Witness  considered  that  Mr.  Cox's  mode 
of  treatment,  as  described  in  his  bill,  was  most  impru- 
dent, and  likely  to  be  very  injurious  to  the  patient. 
The  general  opinion  among  medical  men  is,  that  the 
two  diseases  said  to  be  cured  by  Mr.  Cox  cannot  exist 
at  the  same  time."  This  is  the  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  County  Court.  I  need  not  say  that  the 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  county  courts  are  not  so 
accurate  as  those  ofthe  proceedings  in  assize  courts.  I 
shall  therefore  haVe  to  add  from  my  own  recollection 
and  notes ;  and,  as  there  are  gentlemen  here  who  were 
present  at  the  trial,  if  I  state  anything  incorrectly  they 
will  check  me.  I  appeal  to  their  recollection  whether 
Mr.  Topp  did  not  lay  down  the  opinion  that  gonorrhoea 
was  a  preventative  of  syphilis,  and  that  a  man  could 
not  have  one  with  the  other.  Mr.  Charles  Alexander 
Harries  follows  Mr.  Topp,  and  he  had  never  observed 
the  two  diseases  coexistent  in  the  same  patient.  When 
he  is  examined  by  the  Judge,  he  says  the  case  professed 
to  have  been  cured  could  not  have  been  in  .five  or  six 
weeks,  as  stated;  and  then,  in  cross-examination,  he 
says  the  case  was  very  remarkable,  if  a  real  one,  but  no 
practitioner  in  France,  England,  or  elsewhere,  ever 
beard  of  such  a  case.  If  there  were  any  doubt  as  to 
this  statement  having  been  made,  it  has  been  removed 
by  Mr.  Harries  himself,  since,  on  the  Monday  after  the 
Saturday  of  the  trial  he  Went  about  inquiring  of  medical 
men— among  others,  of  Mr.  Barter — whether  they  had 
ever  seen  a  case  of  gonorrhoea  and  syphilis  coexistent 
Mr.  Barter  replied,  "  Walk  with  me  a  hundred  yards, 
and  I  will  show  you  such  a  ease."  The  next  witness 
was  Mr.  Skeate.  He  said :— "  I  never  knew  a  case  in 
which  the  two  diseases  mentioned  were  coexistent 
together."  I  would  do  justice  to  the  ikimess  with 
which  Mr.  Skeate  gave  his>videnoe  against  a  brother 
profiessional  man.  It  is  no  more  than  I  should  have 
expected  from  him,  and  I  am  sure  the  same  bias  which 
Induced  him  to  give  evidence  will  now  induce  him  to 
say  that  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  two  diseases  could 


not  coexist.  I  have  seen  him  since,  and  he  has  most 
kindly  lent  me  his  assistmee  in  this  matter.  But  the 
last  time  he  was  still  of  opinion  that  the  two  diseases 
could  not  coexist.  The  next  medical  witness  was  Mr. 
Field,  who  saw  no  symptoms  of  Boom's  having  taken 
large  doses  of  mercury.  My  memory  does  not  serv» 
me  here,  but  I  believe  Mr.  Field  did  say,  and  I  ask 
him  now  if  he  did  not,  that  if  Bourn  had  taken  tiie 
doses  of  merenry  he  would  have  discovered  it. 

Mr.  GoDFKBT :  I  don't  think  any  question  ought  to 
be  put  to  a  stranger. 

The  Frbsidbkt  :  I  think  you  cannot  put  any  qu6S» 
tion  to  Mr.  Field. 

Mr.  Cox:  I  will  waive  that  point,  then,  sir;  but 
Mr.  Field,  when  examined  by  the  Judge,  says  he  never 
saw  a  case  with  the  symptoms  described  co-existing; 
and  then  in  Mr.  Field's  manner,  which  is  sometimes 
more  forcible  than  his  words,  he  says : — **  It' is  possible^ 
but  in  all  my  experience  I  never  saw  such  a  case."  I 
am  speaking  of  Mr.  Field's  manner  in  the  presence  of 
gentlemen  who  saw  him  examined,  and  who  will  under- 
stand my  meaning.  Then,  Sir,  Mr.  Bertram  was 
examined.  In  other  points  he  agreed  with  the  other 
medical  witnesses;  but^be  testified  to  what  is  not 
reported,  and  his  evidence  was  most  strong  as  to  my 
charge  against  my  patient.  He  testified  that  where 
phimosis  existed,-  a  bougie  could  not  be  passed;  »nd 
he  gave  as  his  reason  that  in  phimoris  there  was 
inifauDamation  of  the  glans.  He  also  testified  that  a 
bougie  could  not  be  passed  in  the  state  in  which  I  had 
charged  for  it  in  my  bill.  The  next  witness  was  Mr. 
Bagshawe.  He  said :~"  I  do  not  beUeve  that  the 
whole  of  the  diseases  mentioned  existed  at  the  same 
time."  Now,  if  any  doubt  could  exist  as  to  the  efibct 
of  this  evidence,  we  have  it  removed  by  Mr.  Bush  and 
Mr.  Barrett,  who,  upon  hearing  it  came  forward.  They 
were  neither  of  them,  either  directiy  or  indirectiy, 
asked  by  me  to  do  so;  but  seeing  that  there  was 
evidence  before  the  Jury  which  they  believed  to  be 
incorrect,  they  came  forward  generously  and  kindly  to 
the  reseue,  and  gave  counteracting  testimony.  The 
main  gist  of  their  testimony  was,  that  the  two  diseases 
oould  coexist,  'and  that  they  had  seen  cases  in  their 
practice.  If  there  is  any  farther  doubts  you  have  it 
removed  by  the  summing  up  of  the  Judge,  who  said  :«- 
'*  As  one  witness  after  another  was  called,  they  all 
agreed,"  (I  am  quoting  from  the  Bath  and  Chelimkam 
Gazette,  of  the  8th  of  September,  1852,)  "As  one 
witness  after  another  was  called,  they  all  agreed  that 
they  did  not  believe  that  such  a  case  ever  existed  and 
was  treated  in  the  same  way.  Thdr  evidence,  the  Jury 
would  see,  took  a  duplex  form :  they  did  not  bdieve 
that  the  diseases  which  were  specified  on  the  face  of  the 
biU  ever  could  coexist  in  the  same  patient ;  and  that> 
supposing  the  efiects,  and  nature,  and  symptoms  of  the 
patient's  case  to  be  truly  described,  then  they  maih- 
tained  that  the  treatment  was  incredible."  Now,  I  say 
that  this  medical  evidence  was  the  evidence  upon  which 
the  charge  against  me  was  founded ;  and  the  medical 
evidence  being  before  the  Court,  other  circumstandes 
were  made  of  importance  which  they  would  not  otiMr- 
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Wife  have  had,  and  rooeiTad  a  wei^t  whick  woaUl  not 
athenriae  haye  been  giTen  to  them.  I  do  d44  know 
that  I  am  attaching  greater  weight  than  I  ought  to  tfaif 
medical  efidenoe  ?  But  what  were  those  othor  drcom- 
•iMioes  to  which  I  have  aUnded  ?  for  here  I  ehall  not 
ihriak  from  going  into  ererj  ciicomstance  of  the  case ; 
'  and  if  I  attempted  to  erade  doing  to,  I  know  that  I 
thonld  not  be  allowed  I  have  said  that  I  shall  not 
shrink  from  going  into  every  drcnmatanoe  of  tha  oa^, 
though  there  is  only  one  other  that  I  know  of  ta<whi!ck 
I  need  advert,  and  that  is  the  interlineation  of  my  day- 
book. I  can  only  say  that  that  day-book  had  been  in 
the  hands  of  my  attorney  before  the  trial :  he  had  seen' 
it,  and  examined  every  item  ;  and  I  put  it  to  hinir-'for 
aa  I  am  not  now  before  a  court  of  kw,  but  am  here 
as  before  a  court  of  honour,  I  will  mention  every,  cir- 
oomstanoe.  I  said  to  him : — *'  Those  charges  whef^  the 
interlineations  are  made,  will  they  not  be  objected  to  if 
taken  into  the  account?"  He  said,  "  Oh  no,  if  they 
were  made  on  the  same  day."  The  day-book  was  put 
IB  on  the  trial.  It  is  here.  I  have  offered  any  one  ^ 
IB  Bath  to  inspect  it;  and  it  is  here  now,  open  to 
any  one  for  the  purpose  who  pleases.  The  next  matter 
was  that  a  bill  for  £2.  6s.  had  been  sent  in  to 
Bourn.  Now,  in  Court  that  statement  entirely 
fiuled,  and  I  say.  that  no  bill  was  ever  sent  in.  I  doa't 
say  that  Bourn,  before  he  went  away,  was  not  under  the 
impression  that  he  knew  something  about  the  charges  ; 
and  as  I  am  not  in  a  court  of  law,  I  will  state  upon 
what  I  believe  that  impression  was  founded.  Bourn 
was  about  to  go  abroad,  and  I  knew  that  I  was  liable  to 
be  called  upon  at  a  moment's  notice  for  the  charges 
against  him.  Accordingly  as  he  had  his  medidne, 
whatever  it  was,  it  was  written  down  on  a  scrap  of 
paper  to  avoid  having  to  be  picked  out  from  the  day 
book.  This  piece  of  paper  was  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Lawrence's  brother,  but  it  was  not  filled  up,  and  there 
was  nothing  on  it  but  the  mixtures  and  powders  as  they 
were  had.  The  Ust  time  Bourn  came  he  had  a  bottle 
of  mixture,  as  stated  in  the  bill,  and  whilst  Mr.  Law- 
rence's brother  waa  entering  it  be  looked  over  the  paper, 
and  so,  I  suppose,  formed  some  rough  estimad  of  what 
he  would  owe.  On  that  rough  estimate  he  went  away, 
I  believe,  thinking  that  he  owed  me  £2.  Gs.  I  was,  as 
I  have  statj^,  never  applied  to  for  a  bill,  and  never  told 
Bourn  what  my  charge  was,  so  that  it  was  merely  from 
a  glance  at  the  paper  that  he  formed  his  estimate,  lliis 


is  a  droumstance  which  could  not  be  adduced  in  a  court  ^bill,  had  a  right  to  consider  the  willingness  or  nnwil- 


of  law,  but  here  you  have  it,  and  with  it,  I  believe,  the 
whole  of  the  case.  I  believe,  sir,  that  there  is  nothing 
else  for  me  to  touch  upon ;  but  if.  there  may  be  any 
drcumatance  on  which  further  explanation  is  desired  I 
shall  be  only  too  happy  to  do  so.  I  am  not  indifferent 
to  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  or  to  anything  they  may 
think  proper  to  do  to  me.  I  have  been  now  for  three 
months  enduring  a  persecution  which  few  medical  men 
have  ever  had  to  endure.  I  have  stood  it,  however,  and 
I  shall  stand  anything  more  that  I  may  have  to  endure, 
for  I  know  that  whatever  charges  may  be  made  against 
me  in  private  or  in  public,  I  stand  here  ashamed  to 
look  no  man  in  the  face.     I  know  that  these  things  are 


not  orderod  by  man,  but  by  a  hifjtter  inteUigeMe  tliaa 
man's;  and  tlua  oonvietion wtoch haa  hitherto aappested 
me  wiU  continue  to  support  me  under  whatever  I  mm^ 
have  to  endure.  I  now  leave  my  case  with  tbemeetiqg. 
I  ask  lor  no  isvoiir,  and  am  very  sure  that  at  your 
hands,  Sir,  I  shall  have  everything  that  is  just. 

TheP&BaiDBMT:  There  ia  a  portion  of  the  vesoliitMBi 
which  you  have  not  answered,  Mr.  Cox,  and  that  is, 
whether  you  intend  to  take  any  proceedings  to  levcne 
thevenlict. 

Mr.  Cox:  The  time  is  gone  by  for  that.  The  lav 
allows  twelve  days  to  apply  for  a  new  trial  and  those 
twelve  days  are  gone  by,  the  money  is  paid,  and  the 
thing  is  settled.  But*  if  it  wars  not  ao,  I  should  not 
have  recourse  to  other  proceedings.  I  should  be  oon- 
tant  to  let  the  case  rest  where  it  ia.  I  know  too  weH 
the  harass  of  law  proceedings  to  involve  myaelf  in  any 
further  proceedings.  With  regard  to  the  biH — ^I  mean 
the  form  u&  whieh  tha  bill  was  made  out^I  may  state 
that  the-biU  which  was  printed  and  published  waa  a  bill 
which  was  aent  in  by  ma  on  the  application  of  the 
attorney  for  the  plaintiff,  and  that  it  was  not  printed  or 
published  by  me.  My  attorney,  Mr.  Slack,  advised 
me  to  send  it  in  as  it  is  there  set  out,  the  better  to  give 
the  patient's  friends  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what  had 
been  done.  1  admit  that  I  thought  it  at  last  equivocal, 
but  I  took  my  attorney's  advice  in  the  matter,  and  I 
throw  the  responsibility  on  him,  and  he  is  willing  to 
bear  it. 

Dr.  O'BaiBN  said  that  there  was  one  point  of  great 
importance  which  Mr.  Cox  had  not  touched  upon,  and 
it  appeared  to  be  the  main  point— the  chaige  of  frand, 
which  was  the  essence  of  the  whole  affair.  It  i^ipeared 
that  certain  entries  had  been  interlineated,  but  it  waa 
not  dear  whether  these  entries  were  not  made,  aa  tiie 
Judge  seemed  to  have  intimated,  to  make  the  debt 
suffidently  large  to  arrest  the  patient.     . 

Mr.  Cox :  With  regard  to  that  point,  I  have  no 
heaitation  in  saying  that  if  Bourn  had  come  to  pay  me 
before  he  left,  I  should  not  have  made  the  charges 
which  i  afterwards  did.  The  Judge,  in  summing  i^ 
gave  the  profession  this  latitude.  He  says : — "  Bveiy 
medical  gentleman  was  considered  to  have  a  very  con- 
siderable latitode  as  to  the  amount  of  his  diaiges 
against  his  patient.  His  own  prudence  and  discretioa, 
with  due  regard  to  his  own  mterest,  would  keep  him 
straight  in  this  matter.    Mr.  Cox,  in  making  out  hb 


lingness  of  the  patient  to  pay." 

Dr.  O'Brien  :  The  time  of  the  entries  is  what  I 
allude  to. 

Mr.  Cox :  With  regard  to  the  time,  that  can  only  be 
arrived  at  by  an  inspection  of  my  day-book. 

Dr.  O'Brien  :  Can  you  state  whether  they  weie 
made  day  by  day,  or  all  at  once  to  suit  a  purpose  ? 

Mr.  Cox :  Day  by  day,  as  stated  by  me  in  Court  on 
oath.  They  were  made  in  a  subsequent  part  of  tha  d^, 
after  the  operations  were  i^rformed,  and  that  is  not  an 
unusual  thing,  I  believe,  with  medical  men. 

Dr.  O'Baibn  :  Is  it  Mr.  Cox's  constant  practice  to 
interline  all  cases  of  this  description  ? 
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Mr.  Cox  ;  Not  my  constant,  bot  my  frequent  pnctice. 
1  would  state  again,  that  the  bill  was  not  distribated  by 
me,  but  by  the  plaintiff's  friends  before  going  into  Court, 
to  prejudice  the  case. 

The  President  :  Has  any  gentleman  any  farther 
observations  to  make.  The  question  in  the  resolation 
lias  been  asked  of  Mr.  Cox,  and  he  has  answered 
it;  and  if  there  are  any  more  queslaons  to  be  put,  I 
apprehend  he  is  quite  ready  to  answer  them. 

Dr.  O'BaiEN:  Is  it  admitted  by  Mr.  Cox,  that  if 
tbe  indiyidual  had  paid  in  the  ordinary  way,  he  did  not 
intend  to  charge  for  these  operations  ? 

Mr.  Cox :  Oh !  no :  not  at  all. 

Dr.  O'Brien  :  Then  I  want  to  know  what  the 
'interlineations  were  made  for  ? 

Mr.  Cox :  They  were  made  daily,  as  the  operations 
were  performed. 

Mr.  Clark  was  of  opinion,  that  although  the  charge 
■of  fraud  was  not  made  out  against  Mr.  Cox,  there  was 
evidence  to  show  his  demand  was  ezhorbitant,  and  that 
'  lie  had  been  guilty  of  very  great  irregularity  in  making  the' 
interlineations  in  his  book. 

Mr.  CoLTHURST  asked  why  fhe  paper,  which  it  was 
Emitted  Bourn  had  seen,  and  which  had  led  him  to 
expect  that  ^2.  6s.  was  all  he  would  have  to  pay,  con- 
tained an  account  of  the  medicines  only,  and  not  the 
charges  for  attendance  and  operations  which  appeared 
•fa  the  day-book  ? 

Mr.  Cox :  For  this  simple  reason,  that  I  should  have 
charged  for  the  operations  in  gross.  It  was  on  my 
.mind  when  I  went  down  to  him  on  the  evening  of  his 
•  departure  to  say: — '*  You  are  indebted  to  me  for 
medicines  so  much,"  and  I  would  baive  put  it  to  him 
as  to  what  he  could  have  afforded  to  pay  me  for  the 
operations.  But  when  I  was  driven  to  make  out  my 
1»ill,  I  had  to  charge  for  every  one  separately.  I  believe, 
Tiow,  however,  that  it  would  have  been  more  prudent  i^ 
I  had  not  done  so. 

Mr.  John  Barrett,  in  justice  to  Mr.  Cox,  would 
state  that  when  Beam  saw  the  paper  in  question,  he 
was  under  the  impression  that  he  owed  £2,  3s.  6d. } 
that  he  had  another  mixture  at  that  time  which  made 
up  £2,  6s.  Od.  Now,  it  appeared  that  altogether  that 
he  had  thirty-nine  mixtures,  so  that  it  required  no 
great  acquaintance  with  Cocker,  to  perceive  that  he 
xnast  have  owed  something  like  double  £2,  6s.  Od. 
Unless,  therefore,  they  were  prepared  to  say  that  thes^ 
entries  which  were  said  to  have  been  made  de  die  in  diem 
were  all  a  forgery,  and  the  price  of  the  mixtures  was  to  be 
At  2s.  6d.  each,  it  was  evident  that  the  young  man 
must  have  made  a  great  mistake  as  to  the  amount  he 
had  to  pay  even  for  medicines.  As  to  the  operations, 
a  young  man  whom  he  (Mr.  Barrett)  saw  at  the  Court, 
oiamed  Biggs,  who  was  a  dispenser  at  the  Eastern 
I>i8pensary,  he  believed  had  stated  that  Bourn  had 
admitted  to  him  that  the  bougie  had  been  passed. 
With  respect  to  the  interlineations,  he  had  already 
-stated  publicly  that  a  fsir  examination  of  the  book 
showed  that  Mr.  Cox's  statement  could  not  be  con- 
-tradicted,  for  he  found  other  similar  entries  in  the 
same  book,  and  he  knew  that  he  had  done  so  also  in 


his  own  practice.  How  far  it  might  be  regular  in  a 
tradesmanlike  point  of  view  he  did  not  know,  but  BtiU 
their  profesnon  was  but  hybrid  in  this  respect. 

Dr.  Symonds  :  I  think  Sir,  in  the  first  place,  that 
this  meeting  is  quite  competent  to  consider  a  verdict 
given  in  a  court  of  law.  I  know  there  are  some  who 
think  otherwise,  even  where  the  case  turns  upon 
laedicBl  evidence;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  we,  as 
ttembers  of  a  scientific  profession,  may  very  well  ques* 
fion  the  justice  of  such  verdicts.  I  think,  moreover, 
that  it  is  our  duty,  as  a  public  body,  to  consider  what 
is  due  to  our  respectability  as  a  body,  and  to  the 
interests  of  every  medical  brother.  I  think,  also.  Sir, 
that  we  are  called  upon  to  interpose,  and  to  defend  any 
member  who  may  seem  to  us  to  have  been  harshly 
treated  in  a  court  of  law.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
{hit  that  was  the  case  with  Mr.  Cox,  simply  because  I 
do  not  know  how  medical  remuneration  is  charged  in 
this  kind  of  cases.  There  seems  to  me  to  have  been 
two  points  put  to  the  Jury;  one,  that  he  chai^  for 
treating  two  diseases  which  did  not  exist,  bnt  which  he 
alleged  to  be  coexistent,  and  for  operations  whidi 
conid  not  have  been  performed ;  I  presume  this  was  die 
impression  on  the  Judge  and  Jury.  The  second  point 
was,  that  a  bill  had  been  dressed  up  in  a  particular 
manner,  so  as  to  give  Mr.  Cox  a  right  to  call  for  pay- 
ment. Now,  as  to  the  first  point,  there  was  a  conflict 
in  the  medical  testimony;  and  Mr.  Cox  rests  his 
defence  on  the  question,  whether  the  Judge  and  Jury 
gave  sufficient  attention  to  the  difference  of  opinion 
which  existed.  On  the  otiier  point,  I  think  we  should 
not  be  extreme  to  press  Mr.  Cox  as  to  the  amount  of 
his  charge.  It  is  known  that  charges  are,  to  a  certain 
extent,  indeterminate.  We  all  know  of  cases  where  a 
person  has  been  attended,  and  the  practitioner  having 
given  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the  case,  has  said  that 
having  done  all  he  could,  he  should  yet  not  charge  more 
than  the  amount  of  the  medicines  supplied.  Now, 
supposing  this  was  Mr.  Cox*s  intention  with  regard  to 
Bourn  before  he  left  Bath,  he  may  have  afterwards 
heard  that  he  had  left,  settiing  all  biUs  but  his ;  and 
hearing  this,  he  would  naturally  feel  much  aggrieved, 
and  would  say  that  whereas,  before,  he  would  only  have 
charged  for  the  medicines,  and  would  have  considered 
the  visits  and  operations  as  acts  of  friendship  or  charity, 
now  he  would  not  remit  the  charge  for  all  that  was  fully 
due.  Now,  if  Mr.  Cox  could  satisfy  us  that  he  had  made 
such  a  reservation  in  his  mind,  and  that  the  case  was  of 
that  kind,  I  think  we  might  very  fiiirly  take  it  into  our 
consideration ;  and  although  there  was  certunly  great 
haste  on  his  part,  and,  as  it  seemed  to  me  at  first, 
harshness  and  almost  cruelty,  I  say  if  all  the  cbrcum- 
stances  were  as  I  have  put  them  suppositiously,  we 
might  deal  with  him  with  clemency,  as  well  as  witii 
justice  to  our  own  respectability ;  and  I  should  then 
consider  it  not  expedient  to  enforce  the  resolution  which 
I  have  secondad  pro  formd, 

Mr.  Cox :  I  did  not  exacUy  catch  what  has  just 
fallen  from  Dr.  Symonds. 

Dr.  Stmonds  :  I  wish  to  ask  whether,  in  the  first 
instance,  it  was  intended  to  charge  for  the  dressings  and 
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cptntiooM,  m  whetiier  tbef  were  menlj  considered 


Mr.  Cox :  Thej  would  have  beeo  ehMXgpA,  Imi  I  do 
not  hmtBfe  to  My  not  to  tiie  amooat^'if  Boom  had 
come  to  pey  me  in  an  honest  way;  and  on  this  point  I 
am  jofltified  by  the  Jndga.  He  layBy  that  in  making 
ont  my  bUl  I  had  a  light  to  eonaidcr  the  willingnam  or 
nnwillingnew  of  the  patient  to  pay;  bcaidee,  Bowm 
was  aboot  to  sail  to  Aostialia,  owing  me  this  amoont  ef 
money,  and  when  I  came  back  I  told  his  half-biotfaer, 
whom  I  saw  at  the  Commercial  Rooms,  that  I  woold 
j^  him  in  possession  of  all  the  f$eia  of  the  case,  so  that 
if  he  slionld  hesr  any  reports,  he  might  know  how  £ur 
they  were  troe*  I  did  so,  and  althoogh  he  felt  annoyed 
at  what  had  occorred,  he  said  it  senred  his  brother 
right,  for  he  bad  plenty  of  money,  and  be  onght  to  haYe 
paid  me. 

Br.  Datis,  (Bath) :  I  Tcry  moch  agree  with  the 
view  which  Dr.  Symonds  has  taken  of  this  painful 
matter.  It  is  quite  dear  that  Mr.  Cox  has  acted  with 
great  imprudence  and  precipitancy,  but  there  is  no 
evidence  satisfactory  to  my  mind  that  he  acted  at  all 
with  fraud;  and  therefore  I  think,  that  in  our  zeal  for 
onr  own  purify,  we  should  act  with  some  injustice  if  we 
included  Mr.  Cox  under  the  preamble  of  that  motion. 
I  quite  agree  with  that  preamble,  which  is,  **  That  it  is 
inconsistent  with  the  honour  of  the  Association  to 
retain  upon  iti  list  of  members  any  individual  sgainst 
whom  a  verdict,  casting  a  serious  imputation  on  his 
professional  conduct  has  been  recorded  in  one  of  her 
Majesty's  courts  of  law,"  But  I  certainly  think  that 
in  this  matter  there  has  been  suflfident  ground  shown 
to  make  us  pause  before  followiog  up  that  preamble. 

Dr.  BuDD  (Bristol) :  Sir,  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged 
to  differ  so  entirely  as  I  do  from  the  two  preceding 
speakers,  for  whose  opinion  I  entertain  the  highest 
respect.  I  know  how  invidious  these  discussions  are. 
I  know  how  much  more  desirable  it  is  to  go  on  in  a 
spirit  of  harmony.  But  sometimes  assodations  like 
this  have  duties  to  perform:  and  stem  duties.  If 
we  are  bound  by  loyalty  to  our  profession  to  lend  our 
help  and  support  to  one  of  our  members  who  has  been 
aggrieved,  and  if  we  must  not  forget  that  we  have 
duties  to  ourselves,  I  cannot  on  the  other  hand  hdp 
feeling  that  we  have  also  a  duty  to  the  public  to  perform. 
Now,  I  must  confess  that  nothing  has  grieved  me  more 
than  to  hear  from  Mr.  Cox  his  explanation  of  this  pain- 
ful case.  I  listened  with  eagerness  to  him,  and,  as  he 
went  along,  I  thought  that  a  more  distressing  failure  it 
had  never  been  my  lot  to  hear.  We  have  called  upon 
him  to  state  why  he  has  taken  no  proceedings  to  reverse 
this  verdict,  and  we  have  heard  his  explanation.  Now, 
for  my  own  part,  if  such  a  verdict  was  recorded  against 
me,  casting  such  a  foul  stigma  upon  my  professional 
character,  I  would  have  spent  my  last  shilling  or  stripped 
my  shirt  from  my  back  to  assist  me  in  procuring  its 
reversal.  We  have  asked  him  why  he  took  no  mea- 
sures for  this  purpose,  and  his  defence  consista  for  the 
most  part  of  the  most  cogent  of  all  reasons  why  he 
should  have  taken  such  steps.  For  if  he  had  the  weight 
of  medical  testimony  on  his  side,  and  the  evidence 


adduced  agmnat  him  was  CRoneous,  he  not  only  had  tha 
best  of  all  reasons  for  prooeediqg  but  the  most  abeofaite 
assnianco  that  be  wovild  hatie  been  soooessfbl  in  the 
attempt.  Mr.  Cox,  however,  says  that  it  is  now  too 
late.  Then,  I  say  hj  must  be  allowed  to  suffer  the 
oonseqaences  of  his  neglecL  But,  there  is  a  &ct  whidi 
appears  to  have  been  lost  sight  of  in  the  case,  and  tha^ 
ia  that  the  medical  evidence  was  not  all  on  one  aide» 
Two  n^ectablo  medical  men  were  called  for  Mr.  Cox. 
I  say  dien,  that  Idr.  Cox  baa  fiuled  in  shewing  any 
reason  for  not  taking  any  steps  to  reverse  this  verdict, 
but  he  has  shewn  in  the  moat  striking  manner  tiiat 
he  had  motives — paramount  Inotives,  for  doing  so. 
Will  you  state  to  us  any  palliating  circumstances  whid& 
should  induce  ns  to  say, — Here  is  an  exceptional  casct 
not  falling  within  the  preamble  of  your  resolution  ^ 
For  my  part  I  think  Mr.  Cox  has  signally  £uled  to 
make  out  that  his  is  a  such  a  case,  I  say,  let  any  maa 
take  up  this  case  and  read  it  from  end  to  end,  with  the 
bill  appended  to  it,  and  then  let  him  say  whether  Mr. 
Cox  has  given  any  adequate  palliation  for  the  comae 
matters  have  taken  in  this  distressing  case.  This,  Sir, 
is  the  condudon  to  which  I  have  come,  that  tiie  ody 
course  for  this  branch  to  take,  not  only  for  ita  honour 
but  for  ita  continuance,  is  this : — Mr.  Cox  having  failed 
in  showing  any  reason  why  he  has  not  taken  any  pro- 
ceedings to  reverse  the  verdict,  or  to  mention  anj 
palliating  circumstances,  the  only  course,  I  say.  which 
remains,  is  to  take  steps  to  carry  out  the  resolution 
whid)  has  been  passed.  These  are  my  views,  Snr,  come 
to,  I  admit,  very  rductantly.  The  matter  is  a  painfiil 
one  to  deal  with ;  but  I  fed  that  there  is  something  in 
the  times  in  which  we  live  whidi  behoves  us  to  main- 
tain the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  profesdon  whidi  w& 
love.  And,  surrounded  by  charlatans  as  we  are,  with 
what  face  can  we  meet  the  public  unless  we  keep  up 
our  respectability  and  see  that  our  own  hands  are  dean? 

Mr.  GoDFRBY,  disagreeing  with  the  view  taken  by 
the  last  speaker^  moved  '*  That  the  whole  subject  with 
regard  to  Mr.  Cox  be  referred  to  the  Council,  with  n 
request  to  them  to  report  on  it  to  the  next  quarterly 
meeting." 

Dr.  Symonds  seconded  this  proposition,  which,  after 
a  lengthened  discussion,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

The  consideration  of  Dr.  Swayne's  motion,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  publication  of  a  letter  by  Mr.  John  Barrett 
respecting  the  case  Bourn  v.  Cox,  was  also  deferred  till 
the  next  meeting. 


€imwfavkmh 


ON  THE   RELATIVE  VALUE  OF  MATERNAL 
AND  FCETAL  LIFE. 


Tf>  the  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  SWyicvr 
Journal, 

SxB,— I  am  very  unwilling  for  you  to  think  that  I  am 
dragging  you  unfisirly  into  a  discusdon  upon  an  opinioa 
which  you  had  a  perfect  right  to  express,  in  your  i 
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of  Pftfessor  Murphy's  lectures.  But  I  am  sure  you 
"Will  permit  me  a  few  words  in  reply  to  your  very 
courteous  remarks  upon  my  lasi  letter.  My  opinion 
remains  unaffected  by  your  arguments,  and  I  am  still 
prepared  to  maintain  that  any  f*  mother's  lifeis  *  infi^ 
niiely'  more  yalnable  than  her  unborn  child's."  It 
feems  to  me  to  be  one  of  those  self-evident  projfositions 
wUch  admits  of  no  dispute  or  doubt  whatever.  It 
may,  indeed,  be  admitted  by  any  of  us,  if  it  could  be 
admowledged  by  one  of  the  greatest  men  that  erer 
lived,  under  most  peculiar  circumstances,  andwliere 
tiiere  was  every  inducement,  considering  how  an  empire's 
destiny  depended  upon  the  preservation  of  the  infant 
life,  to  sacrifice  the  maternal  existence.  When  the 
Emperor  Napoleon  was  told  by  the  accoucheurs  in 
attendance  upon  Maria  Louise  that  they  feared  Ihat 
they  could  not  preserve  the  Ufa  of  the  Empress  and  that 
of  the  foetus  to  which  she  was  about  to  give  birth,  and 
asked  him  what  course  they  should  pursue  under  such 
momentous  circumstances,  he  replied  :—"  Save  both  if 
possible,  but  ai  all  events  preserve  the  Empress." 
Memorable  words,  involving  the  utter  destruction  of  his 
own  and  of  a  nation's  hopes,  from  the  most  selfish 
being  that  ever  existed.  And  well  were  they  rewarded 
by  the  birtii  of  the  '*  King  of  Rome,"  and  the  safety 
likewise  of  the  King  of  Rome's  mother.  I  cannot  help 
still  beHevbg  that  we  are  all  of  us  addicted  (esp^ally 
in  hospital  practice)  to  set  the  same  value  upon  the  life 
of  a  foetus  as  upon  that  of  a  parturient  woman.  There 
is  a  fedhig  of  satisfiu^n,  and  a  very  proper  one  too, 
in  having  preserved  tlie  doable  life  in  a  difficult  and 
hazardous  case.  But  do  we  not  sometimes  overstep  the 
legitimate  boundary  of  delay  in  our  desire  to  obtain 
this  satisfaction  ?  How  many  a  medical  man,  looking 
back  upon  his  experience,  can  say  of  such  and  such  a 
case,  **1  wish  I  had  applied  the  forceps  sooner/'  or, 
"  I  wish  I  had  perforated  at  once,  instead  of  hazarding 
the  forceps ;  those  women  whom  I  so  well  remember, 
and  whom  I  so  often  think  of,  would  then  have  still 
been  here." 

You  wiU  answer  to  this  that  *'  numberless  infantine 
lives  are  destroyed  by  undue  interference  with  the  per- 
forator, or  by  the  detachment  of  the  placenta ;"  and 
you  will  yet  further  urge  that  "  the  laws  of  God  and 
man  alike  tell  us  that  we  shall  not  kill,  and  we  object 
to  the  breaking  of  those  laws  without  some  greater 
warrant  than  the  mere  accidental  estimate  of  the  value 
of  the  particular  life  mvolved."  But  to  this  style  of 
argument  it  may  not  ui^justiy  (and  I  hope  not  immorally) 
be  observed,  that  the  human  law  which  forbids  murder 
holds  that  there  can  be  no  murder  without  positive 
proof  of  the  establishment  of  a  separaU  exiaienee. 
And  touching  the  Divine  law,  I,  for  one,  will  never 
bring  myself  to  believe  that  He  who  breathed  into  our 
nostrils  the  breath  of  life,  will  ever  hereafter  reproach 
any  creature  that  he  has  made  for  having,  from  con- 
scientious motives,  stifled  tiiat  flame  which  might  have 
been  fiinned  into  a  noble  being,  with  a  view  of  pre- 
serving the  larger  and  more  sacred  life,  whose  con- 
tmnity  for  a  brief  season  longer  would  have  ensured  so 
much  hapinness  to  a  family,  a  village,  a  city,  or  it  may 
yet  be— a  world. 

That  can  be  no  life  (by  comparison)  which  has  never 
breathed ;— that  can  be  no  death  (by  oompariaon)  which 


has  only  involved  the  sacrifice  of  the  power  of  beginning 
a  separate  and  independent  life. 

You  will  think,  perhaps,  that  I  am  too  bold  in  thus 
broaching,  and  venturing  through  your  pages  to  promul- 
gate, such  a  doctrine.  It  is  truly  one  which  our  imper- 
fect social  system  does  not  recognise,  but  which,  if  ever 
it  ia  perfect,  it  will  fnlly  comprehend  and  appreciate. 
But  when  $ome  professors  of  midwifery  are  compelled 
to  talk  of  *•  murder,"  with  a  view  of  terrifying  their 
^readers  into  a  proper  estimate  of  the  value  of  a  foetal 
life,  it  is  time  for  others  to  lay  down,  as  Dr.  Murphy 
does,  that  <'  if  we  have  any  doubt  about  the  mother's 
safety,  we  aie  not  to  hesitate  one  moment  because  of 
tiie  child." 

There  are  ever  those  who  will  be  ready  (I  am  fat 
from  saying  that  you  are.  Sir,)  to  take  an  ungenerous 
advantage  of  such  a  broadly-propounded  doctrine,  and 
attribute  improper  motives  to  its  supporters.  But,  in 
spite  of  this,  believe  me  the  day  will  come  when  it  will 
be  entirely  felt  and  acknowledged.  So  fully  am  I  per- 
suaded of  it — so  strongly  am  I  convinced  of  the  danger 
of  that  theory  which  admits  every  life  to  be  of  equal 
value,  whether  it  be  foetal  or  adult,  and  which  gives 
itself  an  adventitious  colouring  by  the  perversion  of 
both  Divine  and  human  laws — ^tbat  I  would  rather  have 
to  reproach  myself  with  having  been  premature  in  the 
destruction  of  a  foetus  in  utero,  to  tiie  amount  of  any 
number  you  like  to  mention,  than  with  having  sacrificed, 
through  injudicious  delay,  for  the  remote  chance  of 
infentine  preservation,  any  adult  and  maternal  life.  X 
can  no  more  bring  myself  to  believe  that  all  lives  are  of 
equal  impoptaace,  and  that  medical  practitioners  are 
not  called  to  estimate  and  decide  upon  tiieir  relative 
importance,  than  that  all  men  are  alike  gifted  with  the 
good  things  of  this  world,  or  that  they  are  of  the  same 
mental  or  physical  calibre.  Therefore,  can  I  never 
assent  to  a  doctrine  which  teaches  that  it  is  murder  to 
destroy  a  foetus  which  has  never  breathed — which  has 
not  yet  received  the  highest  attribute  of  life,  when  such 
destruction  is  only  carried  into  effect  to  protect  and 
save  from  the  chance  of  death  one  who  is  in  a  position 
to  appreciate  the  goodness  and  acknowledge  thankfiilly 
the  merries  of  Him  who  made  us,  and  daily  shields  us 

all. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

EDGAR  SHEPPARD, 

M.R.C.S.  &  L.S.A. 
Enfield,  Nov.  1,  1852. 

P.S.  It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  state  thst 
I  have  received  several  letters  from  practitioners  of 
many  years*  standhig,  expressing  concurrence  in  the 
opinions  expressed  by  me  in  the  last  number  of  your 
journal. 

[Napoleon's  order  is  so  dosely  in  accordance  with 
our  own  sentiments  and  so  opposed  to  Mr.  Sheppard's, 
that  we  do  not  understand  why  he  should  be  cited  by  him. 
But  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  go  over  the  ground 
already  occupied,  and  we  shall  therefore  content  ourselves 
witi  protesting  against  our  correspondent's  estimate  of 
fcetal  life,  merely  reminding  him  that  we  have  never 
held  that  the  maternal  and  infant  life  are  of  the  same 
value,  but  that  it  is  necessary  to  be  assured  that  one 
life  or  the  other  must  be  sacrificed,  before  determining 
to  make  the  selection,  which  selection  should  be  in 
fevour  of  the  mother. — Ed.  J.] 
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CASE  OF  A  FEMALE  WITH  THREE  BREASTS. 


7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Swrgicai 
JoumaU 
Sir,— Can  yon  afford  me  a  corner  in  our  valoable 
and  interesting  journal,  to  record  the  case. of  a  third 
mamma  which  has  recently  come  onder  my  obeenration. 
The  yoong  lady  who  is  the  subject  of  this  .singi|]«|Cj 
hum  nalwrti,  was  confined  several  months  ago,  and. «, 
day  or  two  afterwards  called  my  attention  to  the 
ctrcomstance.  I  foond,  besides  the  two  ordinary 
mammn,  a  third,  with  clearly  developed  glandular 
stracture,  and  distinct  nipple,  with  darkened  areola. 
On  elongating  the  nipple,  milk,  of  the  same  consistence 
and  colour  as  from  the  other  breasts,  flowed  from  the 
lacteal  vessels.  On  maldog  reference  I  find  that  several 
interesting  cases  of  the  above  description,  one  or  two 
having  four  distinct  mamme,  are  recorded  in  Dr. 
Davis's  elaborate  work  on  **  Obstetric  Medicine." 
Yours  most  obediently, 

R.  MANNERS  MANN, 

M.S  C.8.,  Ejiov  Ac.      , 

Manchester,  October  27»  1852. 


CORRIGENDA    IN    OUR   LONDON 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Promneial  Medical  and  Stargieai 
Journal. 

Sir, — In  your  report  of  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  London,  published  in  your  (yester- 
day's) journal,  you  record  some  observations  made  by 
me,  on  exhibiting  to  the  Society  aa  enlarged  spleen. 
Your  correspondent,  however,  has  made  two  or  three 
mistakes  in  this  part  of  his  report,  which  you  win, 
perhaps,  be  so  kind  as  to  correct  in  your  next  impres- 
sion.   The  required  corrections  are  as  follows  :— 

1st.  Report  says,  "  that  deceased  had  been  ill  several 
vfeeht."    This  should  read  several  monthe. 

2nd.  It  is  stated  that  the  **  nature"  of  the  tumour 
in  the  abdomen  "  had  not  been  recognised''  (during 
life.)    This  is  gratuitous;  I  did  not  say  so. 

3rd.  I  am  made  to  give  an  opinion,  that  the  com- 
pensating increase  of  one  organ  in  size,  &c.,  when  its 
fellow  is  atrophied,  "  rarely,  if  ever,  occurs  after  the 
dOth  year."  In  this  instance  the  words  '<thirtietb 
year"  should  be,  middle  period  qflffe. 

I  am  particularly  anxious  that  this  last  error  should 
be  rectified,  because  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  oompen- 
aating  process  to  which  I  referred,  often  does  happen 
later  than  the  30th  year,  or  even  up  to  the  40th  year, 
after  which  it  is»  as  I  believe,  of  very  rare  occurrence. 
I  remain,  Sir,  very  truly  joxan, 

B.  W.  RICHARDSON. 
Mortlake,  London,  October  28^  1852. 


MR.    COX'S    CASE. 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Promneial  Medical  and  Smffical 
Jfmmal, 
Sir, — ^Will  you  per^  us,  through  the  medium  of 
your  journal,  to  request  our  medical  brsthren  to  suspend 
their  judgment  on  the  evidence  given  by  us  in  the  above 
caae,  until  the  report  of  the  Council  is  before  the  pro- 
fession. It  will  then  be  seen  that  we  have  actel 
with  "  honour  and  mtegrity,"  and  that  we  have  mot 
"  attempted  to  crush  a  professional  broths''  by  giving, 
erroneous  medical  evidence  against  him  before  a  Juiy 
composed  of  a  major  in  the  army,  two  retired  medicair 
men,  an  influential  brewer,  and  a  landed  proprietor,  all 
residing  out  of  the  dty. 

We  are,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servants^ 

FREDERICK  FIELD, 
JOHN  S.  BARTRUM, 
CHAS.  ALEX.  HARRIES, 
^    EDWIN  SKEATE. 

EDMUND   L.  BAGSHAWE. 


DRAFT     BILL, 

(At  Amended  by  the  CommUteeJ 

"To  PROD0CB  Univormitt  OF  Mrdioai.  Edvca-^ 
TioN    ANn    Qualification,     and   for  Vbk 

RbOISTRATION  OF   THOSE    LiCENSBO    TO    PSAO-' 
TIBB   IN  MbDICINB." 

Prbamblb.—* Whereas  it  is  for  the  good  of  all  Her 
Majesty's  subjects  thai  the  knowledge  of  pfaysie  and 
surgery  should  be  promoted,  and  that  means  should 
be  afforded  whereby  those  who  have  been  eiaminri 
and  found  skilful  by  competent  authority  may  be. 
known  from  ignorant  and  unskilful  pretendeit  to  the 
same  knowledge :  And,  whereas  the  laws  now  in 
force  concerning  the  profession  of  physic  and  soigerf 
require  to  be  amended :  Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Qneen'a 
Most  Excellent  Migesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and 
Commons,  in  this  present  Parliament  assembled,  and 
by  authority  of  the  same : 

I.  Repeal  qf  Statuies.—li  Hen.  8,  e.  11.]— That  an 
Act  passed  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry 
the  Eighth,  intitnted,   "An  Act  for  the  appointii^ 
Physicians  and  Surgeons;"  and  alacr 
5  Hen.  8,  c.  6.       another  Act  passed  in  the  fifth  year 
of  the  same  reign,  intituled  "  Ab 
Act  concerning  Surgeons  to  be  dischaiged  of  Qnestt 
and  other  Things;    and  also  two 
Acts   passed  in  the  thirty-seeond 
year  of  the  same  reign,  respectirdy 
intituled,  **  For  Physicians  and  their 
Privilege,"  and  "  For  Barbers  and 
Surgeons;"  and  also  another  Act 
passed  in  the  Session  of  Plsttiament 
holden  in  the  thirty-third  and  thirty- 
fourth  years  of  the  same  reign,  intituled,  "  A  Bill  tbat 
Persons,  being  no  common  Surgeons,   may  . 
Medidnes,  notwithstanding  the  Statute ;"  and 


32  Hen,  8,  c.  40. 

32  Hen.  8,  c.  42. 

33  &  34  Hen.  8, 

C.8. 
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Act    passed  in  the  first   year   of 
1  Jfetyi  S€i»»  2,     the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  intitulfd 
e.  9.  "An  Act  touching  the  Corporation 

of   Physictans   in   London;"  and 
6  &  7  Wm.  3y    also  an  Act  passed  in  the  Session 
c.  4.  of  Parliament  holden  in  the  sixth 

and    seventh   years   of  the  reign 
of  King  William  the  Third,  intituled,  "An  Act  for 
exempting  Apothecaries  from  sesving  the  officea   oi 
Conrtable,  Scavenger,   and   other  Ptoish  and  Ward 
olBees,  and  from  serving  on  Jories;*'  and  so  much  of 
eveiy  other  Act  m  continnes  the  last  recited  Act ;  and 
also  an  Act   passed   in  the  tenth 
10  Geo.  1,  c.  20.    year  of  the  reign  of  King  Geoige 
the  First,  intituled,   <>  An  Act  for 
the  better  viewing,  searching,  and  examining  of  all 
Drugs,  Medicines,  Waters,  Oils,  Compositions,  used 
or  to  be  used  for  Medicines,  in  all  places  where  the 
same  shall  be  exposed  for  Sale,  or  kept  for  that  purpose, 
within  the  City  of  London  or  Suburbs  thereof,  or 
within  seven  miles  circuit  of  the  said  City"  and  so 
much  of  another  Act  passed  in  the 
18  Crso.  2,  e.  15.    eighteenth   year    of  the   reign    of 
King  Geoige  the  Second, ,  intituled, 
*'  An  Act  for  making  the  Surgeons  of  London  and  the 
Barbers  of  London  two  separate  and  distinct  Corpora- 
tions," as  does  not  relate  to  the  separation  of  the  said 
eorporations,    or  to  the  master,  governors,  and  com- 
monalty of  the  mystery  of  barbers  of  London  ;  and 
also  so  much  of  an  Act  passed  in  the 
55  Geo.  3,  c.  194.    fifty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
George  the  Third,  intitutled,  ''An 
Act  for  better  regulating  the  Practice  of  Apothecaries 
throughout  England  and  Wales,''  as  relates  to  the 
^wwniMfHAn  of  apothecaries,  or  to  tiie  qualifications  of 
penons  intended  to  be  examined  or  to  qualify  them- 
Belvea  under  that  Act  to  practice  as  an  apothecary,  or 
to  the  fees  to  be  paid  by  apotheoaries  for  the  certificate 
of  the  Court  of  Examiners,  or  to  the  penalties  for 
pnctiaing  as  an  apothecary  without  having  obtained 
such  certificate ;  and  also  so  much 
6  Geo*  4,  c.  50,    of  an  Act  passed  in  the  sixth  year 
«.  2.  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the 

^  Fourth  as  enacts,  that  all  members 
and  licentiates  of  the  Boyal  College  of  Physicians,  in 
liondon  actually  practising ;  all  suigeons  being  members 
d  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Suigeons  in  London,  Edin- 
boi^h,  or  Dublin,  and  actually  practisiiigi  all  apothe- 
caries certified  by  the  Court  of  Examiners  of  the 
Apothecaries'  Company,  and  actually  practising,  shall  be 
freed  and  exempt  firom  being  returned,  and  from  serving 
upon  any  juries  or  inquests  whatsoever,  and  shall  not 
be  inserted  in  the  lists  to  be  prepared  by  virtue  of  that 
Act,  shall  be  repealed  and  annulled. 

II.  Interpretaiion  Ciaiue, — ^That  the  words  following 
g|iall  have  the  signification  hereby  given  to  them,  unless 
there  be  aiiything  in  the'  context  repugnant  to  such 
nullification  :— "  Medicine  "  to  signify  '*  Medicine, 
Surgery,  Midwifery,  and  Pharmacy;"  ''Medical"  to 
indode  «  Surgical;"  "Council"  and  ''Councils"  to 
aignify  severally  the  Medical  Council  or  Medical  Coun- 
cils oonstitnted  under  this  Act. 

III.  JfipahUmmi  qf  the  Medical  Council  for 
JBf^/aiiJ.— ^llMt  a  Council  shall  be  established,  which 


s|iaU  be  styled—"  The  Medical  Coundl  for  England ;" 
abd  thi(t  the  Regius  Professor  of  Medicine  in  the- 
University  of  Oxford,  the  Regius  Professor  of  Physic 
in  the  University  of  Cambridge,  such  one  person  as 
shall  be  firom  time  to  time  designated  by  the  Senate  of 
the  University  of  London,  the  President  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  of  England,  and  the  President  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  shall  be 
Bfenbsn  of  the  said  Council  in  right  of  their  several 
ofiioes  and  appointments ;  and  that  the  other  members 
of  the  said  Council  shall  be  fn^  Physidans,  to  be  chosen 
by  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  England,  five 
Surgeons,  to  be  chosen  by  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  England,  and  six  medical  practiticners,  to- 
be  appointed  by  one  of  Her  Majesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State;  each  of  the  said  appointments  to 
be  made  within  three  mouths  after  the  passing  of  this 
Act;  and  the  powers  and  duties  vested  in  the  said 
Council  by  this  Act,  may  be  exercised  and  executed  by 
ttliy  six  members  tiiereof. 

IV.  TVmcre  ff  Office  by  Membere  ehoeen  hy  ike' 
CbHegee. — That  every  member  of  the  said  Council, 
appointed  by  the  said  College  of  Physicians,  the  said 
College  of  Surgeons,  and  tiie  said  Secretary  of  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  be  a  member  of  the  said  Council  for 
three  years,  and  shall  then  go  out  of  office,  but  may* 
forthwith  be  rechosen;  and  that  upon  every  vacancy, 
among  the  members  of  the  said  Council,  appointed  by 
the  said  College  of  Physidans,  the  said  College  of 
Surgeons,  and  the  said  Secretary  of  State,  and  their 
successors,  the  said  College  of  Physicians,  or  the  said. 
College  of  Surgeons,  or  the  said  Secretary  of  State,  as. 
the  case  may  be,  shall  appoint  another  person  to  supply- 
such  vacaney. 

y.  j^jtpainimetUi^tke  Medicai  CouneU  far  Scotland. 
— [To  be  inserted  hsnaOer.] 

VL  TViwre  ^  Qffiee  by  Membere  qf  the  Medical 
CouneU Jbr  Seotland,'-'\To  be  inserted  hereafter.] 

YII.  Appointment  qf  the  Medical  CouneU  for 
Ireland. — [To  be  inserted  hereafter.] 

YIII.  rentire  qf  Office  by  Membere  qf  the  Medical 
CouneU  for  Irelaud.'-lTo  be  inserted  hereafter  J 

IX.  Bxpeneee  ff  the  Membere  to  be  paid.  —  That, 
there  shall  be  paid  to  the  members  of  the  said  several 
CouncQs,  such  reasonable  expenses  incurred  by  the  said 
members  in  performance  of  their  duties  under  this  Act^ 
not  exceeding  three  guineas  for  each  attendance,  and  also 
such  reasonable  allowance  for  mileage  as  shall  from, 
time  to  time  be  allowed  by  the  said  several  Councils. 

X.  Each  qf  the  eaid  CouncUe  to  elect  a  Preeideni 
and  Vice-Preeideni. — That  the  said  Councils  shall,  as 
soon  as  may  be  after  they  shall  have  been  appointed  as 
hereinbefore  provided,  meet  at  the  following  places  :— 
That  is  to  say,  the  Coundl  for  England  at  the  building 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  in  London,  the 
Council  for  Scotiand  at  the  building  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Physidans  at  Edinburgh,  and  the  Council  for  Ireland, 
at  the  buildmg  of  the  King's  and  Queen's  College  of 
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VkfmdMDB  in  Ireland,  and  shaU  each  of  them  elect  one  ' 
of  iUr  memben  to  be  their  preiident,  and  another  of 
IMr  memben  to  be  their  Tioe^presidettt ;  and  in  all 
CMBi  every  qnestion  brongfat  before  any  of  the  add 
Covneiia,  ahall  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes  (the 
pruident,  or,  in  hia  abeence,  the  viee-president,  having 
n  TOte,)  and  in  the  event  of  an  equality  of  votes,  the 
pierident,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  vice-president,  shall 
liave  an  additional  or  casting  vote. 

XL  Eaeh  of  ike  Couneilt  to  appoint  €tn  Bramhuftj; 
BsATil.— That  each  of  the  said  CooncUs  shaU,  witbin 
thne  months  after  thdr  first  meeting,  appoint  such  tt 
and  proper  persons,  not  being  members  of  the  sud 
Conndls,  as  the  said  Conncils  may  severally  choose  to 
form  an  Examining  Board  for  the  pupose  of  carrying 
into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  Act;  and  every  member 
of  such  Examining  Board  shall  be  paid  such  yearly  salary 
M  the  Cotmcil  by  whom  he  shall  have  been  appointed 
•hall  think  fit,  and  shaU  hold  office  for  such  period  as 
the  said  Cooncil  shall  determine. 

XIL  ProvUionnu  to  the  appointment  of  a  TYeoiurer, 
JUffiitrar  and  Secretary,  and  qf  OerH  and  Servants^ 
and  far  the  making  of  a  Seal  by  each  qf  the  taid 
Cbimd/s.— That  each  of  the  said  Councils  shall,  with(a 
«  month  after  their  first  meeting,  appoint  a  fit  and 
proper  person  to  be  thcfr  Treasurer,  and  also  another 
fit  and  proper  person  to  be  theu*  Registrar  and  Secretary  j 
and  there  shall  be  paid  to  each  of  such  Treasurers  and 
Registrars  such  yeariy  salary  as  the  Council  by  whom  he 
^11  be  appohited  shaU  think  fit;  and  each  of  die  said 
TVeasurers  and  Registrars  shall  be  removable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Council  by  whom  he  shall  have  been 
•})pomted ;  and  each  of  the  said  Councils  shall  also,  from 
thne  to  time,  appoint  such  clerks  and  servants  as  thry 
may  deem  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act ;  and 
overy  person  so  appointed  shall  be  removable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Council  by  whom  he  shall  hare  been 
appointed,  and  shall  be  paid  such  salary  as  the  Council  by 
whom  he  shall  have  been  appointed  shall  think  fit;  and 
each  of  the  said  Conneils  shall  cause  to  be  made  a  seal 
Ibr  their  use  in  the  execution  of  this  Act,  and  shall 
cause  to  be  sealed  or  stamped  therewith  all  licences 
granted  or  issued  by  them  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  and 
all  such  licences  and  other  documents  purporting  to  be 
sealed  or  stamped  with  any  such  seal  shall  be  received 
as  prknd  facie  evidence  in  all  courts  and  places  what- 
soever. 

Xin.  At  to  the  RegiMtradonqf  Medical Practitionen 
in  practice  htfore  the  patting  qf  thit  4<rf .— That  the 
Registrar  of  each  of  the  said  Conncils  shall,  within  thirty 
days  after  his  appointment,  and  shall  from' time  to  time, 
till  the  first  day  of  Fcbrusry,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-fi}ur,  proceed  to  register,  in  books  to 
be  kept  for  that  purpose,  on  payment  of  a  fee  of  five 
shillings,  the  name  and  place  of  abode,  together  with  a 
description  of  the  testimonials  of  every  physician,  sur- 
geon, and  apothecary  who  shall  apply  to  be  registered, 
and  who,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  shall  have  taken 
A  degree  in  medicine  in  any  English,  Irish,  or  Scotch 
University,  or  who  shall  state  his  place  of  abode  and 
apply  to  be  registered,  and  shall  produce  his  diploma, 
certificate,  or  licence,  or  shall  produce  a  duly  attested 
certificate,  or  such  other  proof  as  shall  be  satisfactory 


to  the  said  Registrar,  of  his  having  obtamed  a  diploma, 
oertificafce,  or  Ucenoe  to  practise  asaphynctan, auigeon, 
or  apotbeoary,  dated  prior  to  the  aaid  first  dsy  of 
November,  one  thooaaad  e^t  hnndred  and  fifty-two, 
and  grsnted  by  any  English,  Irish,  or  Sootdi  College  or 
HaU,  or  any  Corpontion,  sole  or  aggregate,  in  Eni^snd, 
Ireland,  or  Scotland,  legally  entifled  to  grsnt  Hie  saaae 
at  the  time  of  the  pasing  of  tlds  Act ;  and  also  to  every 
person  who  shall  apply  for  the  same,  and  who  was 
aetnally  practising  medicine  in  England  and  Wales 
prior  to  the  fiist  day  of  Angast,  one  thoasasd  eight 
fanndnd  and  fifteen,  and  who  shall  ogn  a  dedaratioB 
according  to  the  form  in  Schedule  A,  Co  lUs  Act 
annexed,  and  also  to  every  surgeon  and  asristsat-snrgeon 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  who  shall  apply  for  die  same, 
and  whoaewarrant  of  appointment  bears  date  prior  to  the 
said  first  day  of  August,  one  tiiousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  and  to  every  person  who  shall  haTe  bestt 
registered  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Registrar  shall  give  a 
certificate  acoordiog  to  the  form  in  Schedule  C,  to  this 
Act  annexed,  and  which  certificate  shall  be  in  force  till 
the  first  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty.fovr,  and  no  longer. 

XIY.  Every  Perton  not  Reyietered  at  ^orataid  Is 
pretent  ktrnte^  b^ore  the  Oouneil  qf  hit  eowUryJirr 
BaamimatUm,  lAeeneet  to  be  granted  to  ihote  daiy 
qualified  on  payment  qf  a  Fee  qf  j^5.— That  eath  of 
the  said  Councils  shall  meet  at  least  onoe  in  every  thne 
months  for  the  dispatch  of  business;  and  ereiy 
person  not  being  registered  under  the  provisiona  of 
the  next  precedfaig  section  of  this  Act,  or  not  being  a 
graduate  in  medicine,  or  a  fioentiate  in  mediciae, 
of  one  of  the  UniTersities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
who  intends  to  practise  medicine  after  the  first  day 
of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
four,  shall  preaent  himsdf  before  tiie  Cbimeil  for  tho 
country  in  which  he  Intends  to  practise;  and  if  sadi 
Council  shall  consider  the  penon  so  presenting  hunaelf 
to  be  properly  qualified  as  horeinafter  is  mentioiied, 
they  shall  direct  their  Registrar  to  grant  to  smdi 
person  a  lioenoe  according  to  the  fbrm  in  Schedule  B, 
to  this  Act  annexed,  on  payment  of  a  fee  of  five 
pounds  ;  and  every  person  to  whom  such  licence  shaU 
have  been  granted  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entaded  to 
assume  the  name  and  title  of  a  Lioentiat%tn  Medidne. 

XV.  CkmdidateiforLieeneettoproJkeeTBiiiauniab 
to  the  Cbimci/.— That  every  person  who  may  present 
himself  before  any  of  the  said  CouncQs  for  the  porpese 
of  obtaining  a  licence  in  medicine,  shall  produce  prDofr 
to  the  said  Council  that  he  has  attained  tiie  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  and  shall  also  produce  sucii  testi* 
monials  as  shall  be  satisfiujtory  to  the  said  Counriiv 
that  he  has  passed  at  least  four  years  In  some  univeiilty 
or  medical  school  approved  of  by  the  said  Comicil» 
unless  he  shall  have  been  a  pupil  to  a  registered  medical 
practitioner  for  at  least  two  years,  in  wUdi  case  he 
shall  have  passed  at  least  three  years  in  such  univeni^ 
or  medical  school;  and  that  he  has  attended  audi 
courses  of  dissection,  such  dtnical  and  other  lectare^ 
and  such  hospital  practice,  and  has  passed  such  setml 
examinations  before  the  Examining  Board  appointed  bf 
the  said  Coun<nl,  as  the  said  Council  shaH  from  time 
to  time  appoint. 

XVL  THennial  Medical  Congreet  to  be  heU.-^Tk^ 
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onoe  in  erery  three  yean  each  of  the  aaid  Councils  shall 
depate  three  of  their  members  to  form  a  Medical  Con- 
pees,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  an  uniform  curriculum 
of  study,  in  accordance  with  the  next  preceding  section 
of  this  Act,  to  be  gone  through  by  all  candidates  for 
licenses  to  be  granted  by  the  said  Coundls  respectively; 
«nd  such  Medical  Congress  shall  meet  in  London  at 
such  place  and  time  as  the  Council  for  England  shall 
determine;  the  first  Medical  Congress  to  be  held  as 
soon  as  may  be  after  the  election  of  the  said  several 
Councils. 

XVII.— ^  to  RegUtraiion  qf  Medical  Praciiiionen 
uAo  shall  not  have  been  Registered  under  the  TMrieenih 
Section  qfihis  Act.—THmt  the  Registrar  of  each  of  the 
said  Councils  shall,  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  , 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  ,  proceed 

to  register,  in  books  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and 
without  any  payment  whatever,  the  name  and  place  of 
abode,  together  with  a  description  of  the  testimonials  of 
every  physician  aud  surgeon  who  shall  apply  to  be  regis- 
tered, and  who  shall  produce  th^  diploma  or  licence  to 
practise  in  medicine  of  either  of  the  Universities  of 
Oxford  and  Cambridge;  or  who  shall  produce  the 
diploma  or  Iwence  of  the  Royal  CoUjoge  of  Physicians, 
or  the  diploma  or  licence  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  of  the  country  in  which  he  applies  to  be 
r^tered^  together  with  the  licence  of  the  Council  for 
the  same  country;  or  who,  in  Scotland,  shall  produce 
the  diploma  or  licence  of  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and 
Suigeons  of  Glasgow,  together  with  the  licence  of  the 
Council  for  Scotland ;  and  to  every  person  who  shall 
have  been  registered  as  aforesaid  the  said  Registrar  shall 
give  a  certificate,  according  to  the  form  in  schedule  C, 
to  this  Act  annexed,  and  which  certificate  shall  be  in 
force  until  the  first  day  of  February  then  next  ensuiug, 
and  no  longer. 

XVUl,— 'Registrars  to  Issue  Annual  Certificates  to 
Registered  Practitioners^  on  payment  qfafee  qf  5s, 
—That  the  Registrar  of  each  of  the  said  Councils  shall 
firom  time  to  time  issue  a  certificate,  according  to  the 
form  in  schedule  C,  to  this  act  annexed,  to  every  per- 
son who  shall  be  registered  as  aforesaid,  and  who  shall 
apply  for  such  certificate  ;  and  the  said  Registrars  shall 
Issue  such  certificates  for  the  countries  only  for  which 
they  shall  be  severally  appointed  to  act;  and  every 
person  shall,  upon  his  application  for  flruch  certificate, 
pay  to  the  Registrar  a  fee  of  five  shillings;  and  such 
certificate  shall  bear  date  on  the  first  day  of  February 
then  next  ensuing,  and  shall  continue  in  force  during 
one  year  and  no  longer. 

XIX. — All  monies  received  by  the  Registrars  to  he 
applied  for  the  purposes  qfthe  ^c^— That  all  monies 
received  by  the  Registrars  of  the  said  several  Councils 
shall  be  paid  over  to  the  Treasurers  of  the  said  several 
Councils,  and  shall  be  applied  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
carrying  this  Act  into  execution,  in  such  manner  as  the 
8Md  Council  shall  direct;  and  if,  after  paying  such 
^bqpenses,  any  surplus  shall  remain  i%the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  said  Councils,  such  surplus  shall  be 
yearly  applied  for  the  founding  or  establishing  of 
medical  scholarships  or  prizes,  or  in  promoting  the 
advance  of  medical  science  and  literature,  in  such  man- 
ner as  such  Council  shall  determine. 

XX.  Annual  Statement  qf  Income  and  Expenditure, 


•x-Thgt  eacli  of  the  sud  Councils  shall,  once  in  every 
year,  publish  a  full  account  of  their  income  and  expen* 
diture  for  the  year  then  last  past,  and  shall  cause  their 
Secretary  to  transmit  a  copy  of  such  account  to  one  of 
Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

XXI.  Each  Registrar  to  keep  a  Record  of  Certifi^ 
cates. — ^That  the  Registrar  of  each  of  the  said  Councils 
sliwll  duly  record  an  account  of  every  certificate  which 
he.  shall  issue  as  aforesaid;  and  in  the  month  of 
February  in  every  year  shall  cause  to  be  printed  a  cor<'> 
rect  register,  in  two  lists,  according  to  the  form  in 
schedule  D,  to  ^his  Act  annexed,  of  the  names  and 
places  of  residence,  arranged  alphabetically,  in  each  list,- 
of  aU  persons  to  whom  he  shall  have  so  issued  certifi- 
cates during  the  year  then  hist  past,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Act»  together  with  a  description  of 
the  legal  qualification  or  qualifications,. with  the  date  or 
dates  thereof,  of  all  persons  registered  under  the 
thirteenth  section  of  this  Act,  and  specifying  the  date 
of  the  licence  granted  by  the  Cbnncil,  and  the  degrees- 
and  diplomas  with  the  date  or  dates  (hereof,  possessed 
by  all  persons  registered  under  the  seventeenth  section 
of  this  Act;  and  such  registers  shall  be  respectively 
called,  "  The  Medical  Register  for  EngUnd,"  <<  The 
Medical  Register  for  Scotland,"  and  *'  The  Medical 
Register  for  Ireland;"  and  a  printed  copy  of  the 
Register  for  the  time  being,  so  published  as  aforesaid, 
shidl  be  evidence  in  all  courts,  and  before  all  Justices 
of  the  Peace  and  others,  that  the  persons  therein  speci- 
fied have  obtained  certificates  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  Act ;  and  the  absence  of  the  name  of  any  person 
from  such  printed  copy  shall  be  evidence,  until  the  con- 
trary be  made  to  appear,  that  such  person  has  not 
obtainjed  a  certificate  according  to  this  Act. 

XXII.  Registered  Persons  Entitled  to  practise  where 
Certificates  are  Issued;  and  to  tranter  their  Names  to 
the  Register  qf  other  parts  qf  the  United  Kingdom. — 
That  every  person  who  shall  be  registered,  and  shall 
possess  a  certificate  in  force,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  Act,  shall  be  entitled  to  practise  medicine- 
throughout  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  which 
his  certificate  was  issued ;  and  every  person  who  shall 
tie  restored  in  one  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  may 
transfer  his  name  to  the  register  of  any  other  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom  in  which  he  may  be  about  to 
practise,  on  production  to  the  Registrar  of  the  last- 
named  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  his  licence  and 
certificate  for  the  current  year;  and  the  Registrar  shall 
thereupon  grant  to  such  person  transferring  his  name  a 
certificate,  which  shall  vemain  in  force  till  the  first  day 
of  February  then  next  ensuing. 

XXIII.  Registered  Persons  entitled  to  Charge  for 
Advice  and  Visits*  —  That  all  persons  who  shall  be 
registered  and  possess  drtificates  according  to  the  pror 
visions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  and 
recover  in  any  court  of  law,  with  full  costs  of  suit, 
reasonable  charges  for  medical  aid,  advice,  visits,  and 
medicine,  rendered  or  supplied  by  them  to  their 
patients,  without  any  other  licence  than  such  registry 
and  certificates. 

XXIV.  None  but  Registered  Persons  to  Recover 
Charges.— Th&t,  after  the  first  day  of  February,  on© 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  no  person  shall 
be  entitled  to  recover  any  charge  in  any  Court  of  I«w 
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for  any  medical  adTioe,  attendance,  or  for  the  perform* 
anoe  of  any  operation,  or  for  any  medicine  preioribed, 
administeredi  or  supplied  by  him,  unless  he  shall  prove 
upon  the  trial  either  that  he  is  in  possession  of  a  certi- 
ficate in  force,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 
or  that  he  was  legally  prastising  in  the  capacity  in  whidi 
lie  claims  snch  charge  at  the  time  when  the  debt  wis 
incnrred. 

XXV.  Pertom  not  poiaetting  Certificata  InetipaUt 
of  Acting  at  Medical  Officers  in  Public  and  O^er 
JSfituatioM.—Thatt  after  the  first  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  four,  no  person  who 
does  not  possess  a  certificate  in  force,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  capable  of  holding  any 
appointment  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  in 
the  capacity  of  a  physician,  surgeon,  apothecary,  or 
other  medical  officer,  in  any  hospital,  infirmary,  dis- 
pensary, lunatic  or  other  tfylum,  lying-in  hospital, 
gaol,  penitentiary,  house  of  correction,  house  of  in- 
dustry,  parochial  or  ui^on  workhouse,  or  poorhouse, 
parish,  union,  or  other  public  establishment,  body  or 
institution,  or  to  any  friendly  or  other  society  for 
affording  mutual  relief  in  sickness,  infirmity,  or  -old 

XXVI.  Summary  Penaliy  against  Unregistered  Prac* 
tUioners.—Ttat,  if  any  person  shall,  after  the  first  day 
of  February  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four, 
act  or  practise  as  a  physician,  surgeon,  apothrcary,  or 
licentiate  in  medicine,  in  any  part  of  the  IJnited  King- 
dom, without  being  duly  registered  according  to. the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  and  without  having  a  certificate 
as  aforesaid  in  force  at  the  time  of  his  so  practising'  or 
acting  as  a  physician,  surgeon,  apothecary,  or  licentiate 
in  medicine,  he  shall,  on  conviction  before  any  magis- 
trate having  jurisdiction  in  the  county,  dty,  or  place 
-where  the  offence  was  committed,  forfeit  and  pay  a  mm 
not  exceeding  five  pounds,  nor  less  than  forty  shillings, 
for  every  such  offence,  to  be  recoverable  within  six 
months  next  after  the  commiq^ion  of  the  said  offence. 

XXVII.  Expulsion  of  Registered  Practitioners  for 
Disgrac^ul  Conduct,  or  Irregular  Proc/tce.— That,  if 
three  registered  practitioners  shall  at  any  time  complain 
to  the  Council  of  any  College  or  other  governing  body, 
that  a  person  who  had  obtained  his  licence,  diploma,  o^ 
qualification  from  such  College,  or  body,  had  been 
conducting  himself  in  a  manner  calculated  to  bring 
scandal  and  odium  on  the  profession,  by  publishing 
indecent  advertisements  or  pamphlets,  or  immoral  or 
obscene  prints  or  books,  or  had  been  guilty  of  any  other 
^graceful  and  unprofessional  behaviour,  or  of  any 
irregular  practice,  the  said  Council,  or  other  governing 
body  aforesaid,  are  hereby  empowered  to  dte  the  person 
■accttsed  before  them,  first  giving  him  due  notice,  and 
a  foil  statement  of  the  charges  against  him ;  whereupon 
the  said  Council,  or  other  body,  having  heard  the 
defendant,  and  on  being  satisfied  that  the  charges  have 
been  proved,  or  in  defonit  of  his  appearance,  having 
decided  that  the  charges  have  been  proved,  they  are 
hereby  required  to  erase  the  name  of  such  person  from 
the  books  or  rolls  of  the  said  College,  or  other 
institution  as  the  case  may  be,  and  shall  transmit  forth- 
with to  the  registrar  of  that  part  of  the  kingdom*  to 
which  such  College,  or  other  institution  belongs,  an 
offidal  report  of  their  decision,  authenticated  by  the 


seal  of  such  College ;  and  the  said  Registrar  shall  then- 
upon  strike  out  the  name  of  the  offending  party  from 
the  register  in  his  custody,  and  it  shall  ever  aftierwardfl 
be  excluded  from  every  register  to  be  kept  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  unless  the  Council,  or  other 
governing  body  by  whom  the  name  was  first  erased  ahaQ 
readmit  it  faito  the  books  or  rolls  of  such  College,  or 
other  institution.  Provided  always  that  the  name  of  no 
person  who  may  be  possessed  of  a  licence  granted  by  a 
Medical  Council  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
Act,  shall  be  erased  frtmi  the  register,  unless  the  Regis- 
trar receive  from  such  Medical  Council  an  official 
decision  to  that  effect,  authenticated  by  their  seaL 

XXVIII.  Penalty  for  the  Wifful  Falnfication  fffHe 
Record  qf  Certificates  by  any  Registrar. — ^That  if  any 
Registrar  under  this  Act  shall  wilfully  make  or  cause 
to  be  made  any  falsification  in  any  matters  relating  to 
any  register,  certificate,  or  record  aforesaid,  every  sudi 
offender  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in 
England  and  Ireland,  and  in  Scotland  of  a  crime  and 
offence ;  and  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  sentenced 
to  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding  six  months. 

XXIX.  Penalty  for  Obtaxnmg  (krtifieaies  by  False 
RepreteniaHons. — ^That  if  any  person  shall  wUfiUly 
procure,  or  attempt  to  procure,  a  certificate  from  any 
Registrar,  by  making  or  producing,  or  causing  to  be 
made  or  produced,  any  false  or  fraudulent  represonta- 
tion  or.  declaration,  either  verbally  or  in  writing ;  or 
shall,  by  any  false  or  fraudulent  means  whatsoever, 
possess,  obtain,  use,  or  attempt  to  possess,  obtsin,  ot 
use,  any  certificate  as  aforesaid,  every  such  person  so 
offending,  and  every  person  aiding  and  assisting  him 
therein,  shall,  upon  being  convicted  thereof,  be  adjudged 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in  England  and  Ireland,  and 
in  Scotland  of  a  crime  and  offence ;  and  thereupon  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Court  before  whom  such  offender 
shall  be  tried  and  eonvicted,  to  sentence  such  ofEender 
(o  be  imprisoned,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  for  any 
period  of  time  not  exceeding  six  calendar  months. 

XXX.  Penalty  for  Falsely  Pretending  to  be  a 
Medical  Practitioner, — ^That  every  nnr^tstered  person 
who  shall  wilfoily  and  falsely  pretend  to  be,  or  take  or 
use  the  name  or  tiUe  of  a  physician,  doctor,  bachelor 
of  medicine,  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  or  any  name,  title, 
addition,  or  description,  implying  that  he  is  registered 
under  this  Act,  or  that  he  is  recognised  bylaw  as  a 
physician,  or  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  or  a  practitioner 
in  medicine,  shall,  on  being  convicted  of  every  sueh 
offence,  before  any  Magistrate  having  juriadictiaa 
therein,  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds,  nor 
less  than  five,  to  be  recoverable  as  hereinafter  described. 

XXXI.  How  Penalties  are  to  be  Recovered :  ff"  msi 
paidf  the  Offender  may  be  Committed.—TbsX  any 
Justice  of  the  Peace  acting  in  and  for  the  county,  city, 
or  place  in  which  the  offence  has  been  committed,  or 
any  Magistrate  appointed  by  virtue  of  an  Act  passed  in 
the  second  and  third  years  of  the  reign  of  Her  Miyesty 
Queen  Victoria,  intituled  "  An  Act  for  Regulating  Uy 
Police  Courts  of  tie  Metropolis,"  or  one  of  the  JustioeB 
of  Peace  Courts  in  Scotland,  may  hear  and  determine 
any  complaint  charging  any  person  with  practiaing 
medicine,  without  a  certificate,  as  aforesaid,  on  the  oaHi 
of  one  or  more  witnesses,  or  by  the  confession  of  the 
accused  party,  and  dhall  award  the  penalty  or  pmuab- 
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ment  herein  provided  for  such  offence;  and  in  every 
case  of  the  adjudication  of  a  peeoniary  penalty  under 
this  Act,  and  of  non-payment  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  said  Jastice  or  Magistrate  to  commit  the  offender 
to  any  gaol  or  house  of  correotion  within  his  jurisdic- 
tion, for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  calendar  month,  when 
the  sum  does  not  exceed  forty  shillings,  and  for  a  terjpa 
not  exceeding  six  calendar  months  when  the  sum  does 
not  exceed  twenty  pounds,  tbe  imprisonment  to  oease 
on  payment  of  the  sum  dne. 

XXXII.  Application  of  PenalHea,  — -  That  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money  arising  from  conviction  and  recovery 
of  penalties  for  offences  committed  against  the  autho- 
rity and  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  paid  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Council  for  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  in  which  such  conviction  shall  take  place. 

XXXIII.  Examinert  may  take  Candidates  to  Hoe- 
pitalSj  Sfc.  —That  each  of  the  said  Examining  Boards, 
or  any  members  or  member  thereof,  shall  be  empowered 
to  attend  with  the  candidates  for  lioenoes  in  the  public 
hospitals,  or  other  public  institutions  containing  sick 
and  diseased  persons,  and  also  in  any  workhouse,  with 
the  view  of  ascertaining  the  practical  knowledge  of  such 
candidates  in  the  science  of  medicine. 

XXXIV.  Provision  for  existing  Studente.^ThAt  it 
shall  be  law^  for  the  said  sevenl  Councils  to  make 
regulations  for  dispensing  with  such  provisions  of 
this  Act  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit,  in  favour  of  Medical 
Students  who  shall  have  commenced  their  professional 
studies  before  the  passing  of  this  Act. 

XXXV.  Act  not  to  e^ect  the  T^ade  or  Btmneee  of 
Chemitte  and  i>rN$r^te.— That  not  anything  in  this 
Act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  constraed  to  extend, 
to  prejudice  or  in  any  way  affect  the  trade  or  business 
of  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  the  buying,  preparing, 
compounding,  dispensing  and  vending,  drags,  medicines, 
and  medicinable  compounds,  wholesale  or  retail^  without 
the  giving  of  medical  or  surgical  advice. 

XXXVI.  Begittered  Medical  Praetitionere  exempted 
from  eerrnngonJurieSi  Inqueste,  ^c— That  every  person 
who  shall  be  registered  and  possess  a  certificate  in  force, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  exempt,  if  he 
shall  so  desire,  firom  serving  on  all  juries  and  inquests 
whatsoever,  and  from  serving  all  corporate,  parochial,  < 
ward,  hundred,  and  township  offices,  and  in  the  Militia ; 
and  that  the  name  of  such  person  shall  not  be  returned 
in  any  list  of  persons  liable  to  serve  in  the  Militia,  or 
in  any  such  office  as  aforesaid ;  and  no  person  shall  be 
entitled  to  such  exemption  as  aforesaid,  on  the  ground 

.  of  being  a  physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  who  does 
not  possess  such  certificate  then  in  (brce  as  aforesaid. 

XXXVII.  Per  certain  Offences,  names  qf  Medical 
Practitioners  to  be  erased  from  the  Register, — ^That  if 

'  any  registered  medical  practitioner  shall  be  convicted  in 
England  or  Ireland  of  any  lelony,  or  in  Scotland  of  any 
crime  or  oflfenoe  inferring  infamy,  or  the  punishment 
of  death  or  transportation,  or  if  it  shall  be  found,  by 

*  the  judgment  of  any  competent  Court,  that  any  such 
medical  practitioner  shall  have  procured  a  certificate 
under  this  Act  by  any  firaud  or  false  pretence,  or  that 
any  such  medical  pnctitioner  has  wilfully  and  knowingly 
given  any  fidse  statement,  evidence  or  certificate,  in  any 
case  in  which  by  law  the  evidence  or  certificate  of  a 
physician,    surgeon,  or   apothecary  is  required,   th^ 


Registrar  of  each  of  the  Councils,  on  the  productioa 
before  him  of  an  ojBce  copy  or  extract  of  the  conviction 
or  judgment  of  the  Court,  duly  certified  under  the  hand 
of  the  proper  officer  of  the  Court,  or  other  proof 
thereof,  shall  cause  the  name  of  such,  medical  practi- 
tioner to  be  erased  from  the  register;  and  every  person 
utko  shall  have  been  so  erased  after  such  conviction  or 
judgment  db  aforesaid,  shall  thereby  forfeit  and  lose  alt 
tfte  privileges  of  a  registered  medical,  practitioner  pro- 
tided  by  this  Act. 

SCHEDVLB  A. 

Declaration  required  of  a  person  who  claims  to  be 
registered  as  a  medical  practitioner  upon  the  ground 
that  he  was  in  practice  as  a  medical  practitioner  before 
the  first  day  of  August,  1815 : — 

^  the  Begistarqf  the  Medieai  CouneU  for  England^ 

I,  [Samuel  Baker,]  residing  at  [6,  Duke  Street, 
Exeter,]  in  the  county  of  [Devon,]  hereby  declare  that 
I  was  practising  as  a  medical  practitioner,  at  [1^; 
Geoige  Street,  Hastings,]  in  the  county  of  [Sussex,] 
before  £he  1st  day  of  August,  1815. 

(Signed)         *      [Samuel  Bakbr.] 
Dated  this  [6th]  day  of  [November,]  1862. 


SCHEDULB  B. 

Licence  in  Medicine. 

This  is  to  certify  that  [Herbert  Jones]  has  beeant 
scarefblly  and  deliberately  examined  as  to  his^kiU  and 
abilities  in  the  science  and  practice  of  medicine,  and  as 
to  his  fitness  and  qualification  to  practise  the  same,  hj 
the  Examining  Board  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  [  ]  year  of  the 

reign  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  intituled  *'  An 
Act  to  produce  Uniformity  of  Medical  Education  and 
Qualification,  and  for  the  Registration  of  those  Licenced 
to  Practise  in  Medicme;"  and  the  Medical  Council  for 
[England]  have,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in  them 
by  the  said  Act,  directed  this  Licence  to  be  granted  to- 
the  said  [Herbert  Jones,]  certifying  that  he  is  duly 
qualified  to  practise  medicine. 

(Signed)      [Jobn  Fairbrothbk,] 
President  of  the  Medical  Council  for  [England.} 

(Signed)      [Henbt  Brown,] 
Registrar  of  the  Medical  Council  for  [England.] 
Dated  tins  [3rd]  day  of  [March],  185  . 

Schedule  C. 

The  Medical  Register  for  lEngland]^Medieal  Regk' 
tration  Certificate  for  185  . 

In  accordance  ^with  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  passed  in  the  [  ]  year  of  the 

reign  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  intituled,  "An 
Act  to  produce  Uniformity  of  Medical  Elducation  and 
Qualification,  and  for  the  Registration  of  those  Licensed 
to  Practise  in  Medicine,"  I  hereby  certify  that  [Jamea 
Howard],  residing  at  [No.  15,'  Ormond  Street,  Man- 
chester,] in  the  county  of  [Lancaster,]  (having  beea 
in  practice  prior  to  the  first  day  of  November,  185  ,  and 
having  produced  before  me  the  [Diploma]  of  [the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  England,]  granted  to  him  [April 
lltii,  1840,]  as  [a  Member  of  that  College,]  or  [some 
one  of  t)ie  Diplomas  or  Licenses  specified  in  the 
thirteenth  section  of  the  said  Act,])  or  (having  signed 
before  me  a  Declaration   aocordii^  to  the  form  ia. 
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Sdiednle  A  to  tbe  said  Act  aonezed.)  w  (baTui^  pro- 
Awed  befforo  me  Oe  [  Diplom]  of  [the  Royal  College  oT 
PhyMina  of  Eoi^aadl  gnntod  to  kaaa  tbo  [6th]  dqr  «f 
[Marefa,]  185  ,  together  with  the  Licence  of  the 
Medical  Council  ibr  [EogUnd,]  gianted  to  him  tte 
(4th]  dar  of  [FebnuuyJ  185  ,)  h^  Ima.  been  duly 
regi^eted,  according  to  the  proviiiona  of  the  said  Act, 
M  a  penon  who  is  qualified  to  praetiso  Medicine  in  any 
part  of  [Bofland  and  Wales  J  and  that  he  is  entidod 
lo  exercise  all  the  poweis  aiid  privileges  oonitmd  by 
the  said  Act. 

This  Certificate  to  remain  in  force  nntil  the  lat  day 
of  Febmary,  185  ,  and  no  longer. 

(Signed)     [Hknkt  Beown,] 
Begistrar  of  the  Medical  Council  for  [England.] 
Dated  this  [Ist]  dny  of  EFebmaryJ  185  . 


SCHEDVLS  D. 

The  Medical  Register  for  [England],  consisting  of 
tfie  names  and  places  of  residence  with  a  description  of 
the  qualifications  and  the  dates  thereof,  of  all  persons 
legally  qualified  to  practise  medicine  in  [England,]  in  the 
year  185  . 

The  NamHqfHegi$teredMediedlPraetiivmer8t  arranged 
in  ivfo  iieis  a$  Phygieiaiu  and  Surgeont. 

PHTaiCIA.N8. 

(Arranged  Alphaheiieally.) 


If  ASM. 


.ADDISON,  JAMXS 


ADI.AIID,  HUGH 


ADNST,  RALPH 


QmuV^tttim^amitMr 


Diptona  m  a  rtHav  of 
the  Bojal  Collefe  of 
Ph7ald«Bt  of  BBKiaB^, 
dated  »tkA«gMl,18M 


Diploma  ai  a  Gradoata 
of  the  VoHcniiy  of  Bd> 
iabaifh,  dated  3fd  April, 
1843 


Diploma  a*  a  Member  of 
the  Boyal  Collcfc  of 
Pbyeicians  of  Barland, 
dated  SB  J  of  May,  l««4| 
Lieanee  from  the  Medi- 
cal CooDcil  for  England, 
dated  »tb  July,  US3 


Now  IS.  Tador 
Manchretef. 


No.  7.  Mnton  Street, 


V  Cai 


SUROSONB. 

(Arranged  Alphabetieally.) 


Nambi. 


ADPABT,  BDMD. 


ADWni,  GILBBBT 


ANDHBW8,  JOHN 


ArPLETON.  WM. 


QMamUutint  and  tikcir 


Diploma  as  a  Pellow  of 
tbe  Koyal  Collejie  of 
Bonceona  of  Boclaad* 
dated  4th  September, 
liOS 

Declaration  aa  required 
li?  Lai^  of  havinc  prae- 
tiaed  a«  a  Medical  Pcae- 
titi  mer  before  the  lat 
day  of  AngaatlSI* 

Licence  of  tbe  Bocietv  of 
Apotheeariea,  London, 
dated  11th  Jane,  1«34 

Diploma  at  a  Member 
of  the  Bojal  Collcfreof 
Barireotia  of  Bngiand, 
dated  Sod  Jaly.  lUA 
Licence  from  the  Med- 
leal  Council  for  Bna- 
land.  *uad  tth  May, 
ISiS 


Plt€M^  JttfridtWff. 


No.40,TUfma8tioat, 


fo.40,T 
Leeda. 


No.  If.  Mllaom  Street, 


No.  8.   Hilton  Street, 
UforpooL 


No.  90.  Gooive  Btnet, 


l^nnnnrul  J&t^l  k  ^m^al  Snmnle 


WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  10.  1852. 

Ths  space  occupied  bj  the  amended  KS,  and 
tiie  piesB  of  other  matter,  pverents  oar  doing  man 
at  present  than  to  draw  attention  to  Uie  ehkC 
alterations  in  the  BOl  so  amended.  It  will  be 
seen  that  an  Interpretation  daase  has  been 
inserted,  that  a  daase  has  been,  introdooed  pro- 
riding  for  the  publication  of  an  annual  state- 
ment  of  accounts,  that  an  alteration  has  been  made 
in  tbe  fiffceenth  clause  in  faTour  of  the  papHs  of 
registered  practitioners,  and  tbat  the  ProTident 
Fund  has  been  entirely  done  away  with. 

These  important  alterations,  with  seme  otiuR 
of  less  consequence,  are  in  accordance  widi  tiie 
suggestions  made  at  a  majority  of  tbe  Branch 
meetings,  and  by  private  indiyiduals;  in  our 
next  number  we  shall  notice  the  subject^  and 
hope  in  the  meantime  to  receire  communirations 
from  those  interested  in  the  question.  At  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Committee  two  deputations 
were  appointed,  one  to  confer  with  the  Scottish 
authorities,  the  other  with  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons ;  we  understand  the  former  conference  is 
likely  to  lead  to  an  arrangement  of  the  contested 
points. 


Wb  insert  the  following  report  partly  because 
we  beliero  an  injustice  has  been  committed, 
although,  no  doubt,  unintentionally,  towards 
Messrs.  Hill,  Eyans,  and  Co.,  but  chiefly  on 
account  of  its  intrinsic  value  and  interest  to  the 
profession.  From  our  own  knowledge  of  the  water 
f^om  which  the  vinegar  in  question  is  made,  we 
never  had  a  doubt  that  the  Analytical  Sanitary 
Commissioners  of  the  Lancet,  had  confounded  in 
their  report,  free,  with  combined,  sulphuric  acid, 
but  it  has  never  yet  been  explained  why,  in  the 
report  of  August  28th,  the  vinegars  of  three 
other  firms  are  said  to  contain  combined  sul- 
phuric acid,  whilst  the  three  samples  said  to  be 
the  make  of  Messrs.  Hill,  Evans,  and  Co.,  are 
reported  to  contain  sulphuric  acid  not  in  a  sfa4e 
of  combination  to  the  extent  of  2*80,  2*67,  and 
213  per  1000. 

We  have  so  high  an  opinion,  generally,  of  the 
reports  of  that  Commission,  that  we  are  unwilling 
to  have  our  faith  in  the  whole  shaken  by  tba 
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result  of  any  careful  examination  of  a  part. 
But  we  cannot  help  fancying,  either  that  the 
gentlemen  conducting  the  inyestigation  for  the 
Lancet,  attempted  to  discriminate  combined 
from  free  sulphuric  acid  without  the  power  of 
doing  so,  or  that  they  stated  as  a  fact  detected 
by  themselves  by  chemical  analysis,  that  which 
they  had  been  led  to  beliere,  from  evidence  ex- 
ternal to  their  proper-  investigation,  which  of 
course  would  be  an  unjustifiable  proceeding. 

We  do  not  come  to  this  conclusion  from  any 
statements  made  in  the  report  of  the  distinguished 
chemists  selected  by  Messrs.  Hill,  Evans,  and 
Co.,  but  from  that  published  in  the  Lancet,  for 
September  18th,  in  which  the  Commissioners 
state,  "  that  with  the  exception  of  a  very  minute 
qoantity,  the  acid  (in  the  vinegar  of  Messrs. 
Hill,  Evai^s,  and  Co.,)  exists  in  a  state  of  com- 
bination." N*ow,  if  all  the  vinegars  noticed,  had 
been  said  to  have  been  either  free  from,  or  adul- 
terated by,  sulphuric  acid,  the  error  might  easily 
have  been  explained  *,  but  when  we  find  that  so 
small  a  proportion  as  '40  per  1000  of  combined 
acid  could  be  detected,  a  fortiori,  2*80  per  1000 
might  have  been  ascertained  to  have  existed. 
This  is  a  question,  upon  an  answer  to  which  the 
Talue  of  these  sanitary  reports  must  rest. 
Hitherto,  we  confess  no  satisfactory  answer  has 
been  attempted,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  the  confidence  which  has  been  reposed 
by  the  public  is  founded  upon  a  satisfactory 
foundation.  We  do  not  assimie  that  one  error 
only,  arising  from  inadvertency,  should  falsify  a 
whole  set  of  experiments,  but  we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  assumption  of  more  accuracy  than  che- 
mical analysis  will  or  can  afibrd,  is  a  mistake  of 
the  gravest  kind.  Messrs.  Hill,  Evans,  and 
Co.,  have  been  put  to  great  trouble  and  expense, 
but  we  have  no  doubt  their  sale  will  be  rather 
advanced  than  retarded  by  the  publicity  given 
to  their  process.  Wo  do  not,  therefore,  on  their 
accoimt,  call  for  an  explanation,  but  we  trust 
that  for  the  sake  of  the  public,  who  wiU  either 
give  or  withhold  their  confidence  as  they  find  it 
deserved,  the  Analytical  Sanitary  Commissioners 
of  the  Lancet  will  be  able  to  explain  away  the 
dilemma,  in  which  they  are  now  placed. 

"  The  processes  which  are  usually  followed  in  the 
manafactore  of  the  acid  vinegar,  that  is,  acetic  acid, 
although  greatlf  varied  in  their  details,  appear  to  involve 
only  two  important  chemical  principles.  When  billets 
of  wood,  enclosed  in  an  iron  cylinder,  are  distilled  by 
the  heat  of  a  lire,  like  coal  in  gas-making,  there  passes 
orer,  in  addition  to  tar,  creasote,  and  sach  products, 
much  watery  fluid,  sour  from  containing  acetic  add,  but 


highly  contaminated  with  the  empyreumatic  products 
referred  to.  This  Vinegar  from  wood,  called  pyrolig- 
neous  acid,  is  largely  consumed  by  calicoprinters,  dyers^ 
and  the  manufacturers  of  white  lead,  who  are  enabled 
to  make  use  of  it  from  its  comparative  cheapness.  It 
is  less  adapted  for  the  table,  from  the  extreme  difficulty 
of  pmiiying  this  acid  in  a  perfect  manner,  and  divesting 
it  completely  of  every  trace  of  its  unpleasant  accom- 
paniments :  while  even  in  its  fully  purified  condition  it 
aft>rds  a  vinegar  destitute  of  the  aroma  and  flavour 
which  the  liquid  from  other  vegetable  sources  possesses. 
The  absolutely  pure  wood  vinegar  bears,  to  such  other 
vinegars,  the  relation  of  diluted  alcohol  to  the  wine  of 
the  grape  and  other  fermented  liquids,  each  of  which 
possesses  a  flavour  and  bouquet  of  its  own,  in  addition 
to  its  spirit. 

*'  The  alcohol  in  wine,  beer,  and  all  other  fermented 
liquors,  is  readily  convertible  into  acetic  acid,  by  a 
ohemical  change  which  is  uniformly  of  the  same  nature. 
The  acetification  of  alcohol  is,  indeed,  a  process  of  the- 
greatest  simplicity,  consistiog  as  it  does  of  nothing 
more  than  the  absorption  of  oxygen  from  the  atmos- 
phere. By  the  addition  of  this  element  to  the  alcohol, 
that  liquid  is  transformed  into  acetic  add  and  water. 
^  ''This  oxidation  of  the  alcohol  is  carried  out  in.  the 
most  direct  and  scientific  manner,  in  what  is  known  as 
the  German  process,  but  which  appears  to  have  been 
imagined  by  Mr.  Ham,  of  Bristol,  quite  independently, 
and  patented  in  England  about  thirty  years  ago.  It  is 
this  process  which  we  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
observing  in  active  operation  in  the  vinegar  works  of 
Messrs.  Hill,  Evans,  and  Co.,  of  Worcester,  who  were 
among  the  first  to  adopt  and  carry  out  Mr.  Ham's 
ingenious  ideas.  Malt  vinegar  being  the  kinf  here 
manufactured,  the  antecedent  operations  of  mashing  the 
grain  in  water  at  a  temperature  of  about  154°,  and 
fermenting  the  sweet  infusion  thus  obtained  in  huge 
vats,  by  the  aid  of  yeast,  so  as  to  convert  the  saccharine 
matter  into  alcohol,  are  necessarily  the  same  as  those  of 
ordinary  brewing,  as  seen  practised  in  distilleries.  The 
spirituous  liquid  thus  furnished  is  suitable,  without 
farther  preparation,  for  the  oxidizing,  which  appears  as 
a  species  of  aeration,  the  spirituous  liquid  being  showered 
upon  the  surface  of  a  mass  of  faggots  of  birch  twigs 
occupying  the  upper  part  of  a  large  vat,  and,  after 
trickling  to  the  bottom,  bdng  returned  again  and  again 
to  the  top  by  the  constant  action  of  a  pump.  The 
oxygen  of  the  air  is  continually  absorbed  by  the  circu- 
hiting  fluid ;  and  the  air,  which  is  admitted  by  a  small 
aperture  in  the  vat  below  the  level  of  the  feggots,  passes 
away  by  the  openings  in  the  cover  of  the  vat,  more  or 
less  exhausted  of  its  active  element.  The  process 
comes  to  a  termination  when  all  the  alcohol  is  oxidized, 
and  this  is  learned  from  the  progressive  rise  in  the 
proportion  of  add  in  the  liquid  being  found  to  cease. 
The  product,  when  drawn  off,  is  already  finished 
vinegar,  but  is  always  kept  in  store  for  some  time  to 
clarify,  or,  as  it  is  said,  to  mature  it,  before  bemg  sent 
into  the  market. 

"  This  mode  of  oxidizing  the  alcohol,  which  is  rapid 
and  eficctive,  appears  to  have  the  incidental  advantage 
of  changing  and  rendering  insoluble  certain  glutinous 
and  albuminous  matters  in  the  fermented  wort,  which 
are  apt,  if  not  got  rid  of  at  this  stage  of  the  process, 
to  occasion  after-muddiness  in  the  vinegar,  and  to 
prevent  its  keeping.  It  was  generally  considered 
necessary  in  the  vinegar  trade,  at  a  former  pneriod,  to 
add  a  small  portion  of  sulphuric  add  to  vinegar  hi 
order  to  counteract  this  tendency  of  the  liquid  to 
decomposition,  and  to  preserve  it  from  turbidity.  This 
addition  of  sulphuric  add  was  permitted  to  the  extent 
of  one  gallon  of  sulphuric  acid  to  one  thousand  gaUons 
of  vinegar,  by  an  excise  regulation,  and  had,  therefore, 
a  legal  sanction.  But  sulphuric  acid  is  now  known  to 
be  unnecessary  in  properly-prepared  vinegars,  although 
^till  added  by  some  manufacturers,  for  ^e  purpose  of 
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increasing  the  stiength  of  their  vinegar,  or,  in  aome 

.  iastancea  merely  from  habit  and  the  indiaposition  .to 

.  disturb  the  routine  of  an  old-established  practice.  The 
presence  of  sulphuric  acid  in  yinegar  should  be  looked 
upon  as' the  mark  of  inferior  quality,  for  it  is  only 
where  the  mode  of  manuftusture  is  defeotire  that  the 
addition  appears  to  be  at  all  necessary. 

''  It  is  the  alleged  addition  of  sulphuric  acid  to  4he 
vinegars  of  Messrs.  Hill,  Evans,  and  Co.,  of  Worcester, 
that  has  led  to  the  present  inquiry,  in  the  performaiipe 
of  which  every  assistance  and  facility  was  afforded  to  us 
by  these  manufacturers  in  obtaining  the  information 

.  jiecessary  to  form  a  correct  judgment.  The  examitia* 
tion  of  the  journals  in  which  the  daily  operations  of 
<the  manufactory  are  recorded  for  upwards  of  twenty 

^  years,  afforded  no  trace  of  such  a  practice  having  ever 
been  followed  there;  and  an  inspection  of  the  works 
proved  equally  satisftictory.     Samples  were  drawn  from 

4Beveral  vats  fixed  upon  by  ourselves,  in  the  extensive 
stores  of  the  establishment,  which  represented  a  stock 

.  of  several  hundred  thousand  gallons.  The  fermented 
wort  before  acetificatioo,  which  was  at  the  time  in 
stock,  the  water  employed  apon  the  works  in  mashing 
the  grain,  were  also  taken  for  examination.  The 
careful  analysis  of  these  products  established  the  fol- 

.  lowing  conclusions  :-«- 

*'  That  the  water  used,  which  is  drawn  from  a  well 
on  the  premises,  is  hard  and  alkaline,  and  conlainf  a 
proportion  of  salphuric  acid  in  the  form  of  neutral 
sulphates,  principally  sulphate  of  lime,  amounting  to 
1*37  grains  in  1000  grains  of  the  water. 

"  That  seven  samples  of  vinegar  contained  respectively 
1-31  grains,  1*33,  1*29,  1*23,  1*26,  1'25,  and  1-25 
grains  of  sulphuric  acid  in  1000  grains.  This,  it  is 
to  be  observed,  is  no  more  sulphuric  add,  or  more 
properly  sulphate  found  in  the  vinegar,  than  is  con- 
tained in  the  water.  Indeed,  the  proportion  of  sulphate 
proves  to  be  somewhat  les^  in  the  vinegar  than  in  the 
water  used  in  its  preparation,  no  doubt  from  the  known 
property  of  sulphate  of  lime  to  precipitate  as  -an 
insoluble  compound  with  the  nitrogenoos  principles  of 
the  grain.  This  comparison  of  the  water  and  vinegar 
IS  sufficient  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  any  sulphuric 
add  having  been  added  to  the  vinegar  in  the  process  of 
manufacture,  and  therefore  refutes  any  charge  of  adul- 
teration, while  it  explains  how  such  an  idea  may  have 
originated.  The  sulphate  of  lime  which  the  water 
introduces  into  the  vinegar  cannot,  in  our  opinion, 
have  the  slightest  effect  in  injuring  its  quality ;  and  this 
sulphuric  acid,  being  neutralized,  can  in  no  way 
strengthen  the  proper  acidity  of  the  vinegar  due  to  its 
acetic  add.  ^ 

**  It  is  to  be  remembered,  also,  that  the  use  of  hard 
water  has  its  advocates  among  brewers,  and  that 
the  keeping  quality  of  vinegar  made  with  such  water 
may  very  possibly  he  improved,  from  the  more  com- 
j>lete  removal  of  nitrogenous  matter  from  the  liquid, 
which,  as  has  been  already  stated,  sulphate  of  lime 
•contributes  to  effect. 

"The  vinegars  of  Messrs.  Hill,  Evans,  and  Co., 
therefore,  demonstrate  themselves  to  be  pure  malt 
vinegars,  wholly  unadulterated  with  sulphuric  acid; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  their  strength  is  not  artificially 
enhanced  by  the  addition  of  pyroligneous  acid,  some- 
times practised,  and  which  would  betray  itself  by  an 
odour  of  creosote,  when  the  liquor  is  heated,  of  which 
these  vinegars  were  entirely  free." 

"  Tbo.  Gbahaic,  F.R.S.,  Professor  of  Chemistry, 

University  College,  London. 
"  A.  W.  HoFif  ANN,  Ph.D.,  F.R.S.,  Professor  Royal 

College  of  Chemistry,  London. 
"Lyon  Platfatr,  C.B.,  Ph.D..  F.R.Sr.,  Professor 
of  Chemistry^Museum  of  Practical  Geology, 
London. 

^*  London,  October  21,  1852." 


MAM  Snttlligttia. 

(Firom  our  own  Corretpomdemi.J 

London,  Not.  8,  1852. 

Mr.  Hunt,  formerly  of  Heme  Bay,  the  anthor  of  aa 
useful  work  ''  On  Diseases  of  the  Skin,^  in  which  he 
clearly  shows  the  very  great  reliance  he  places  on  the 
careful  and  sustained  administration  of  arsenic  in  smaS 
doses  for  even  a  very  long  period  of  time,  read  at  a  subse- 
quent meeting  of  the  Medical  Sodety  of  London  ;*  a 
paper  "On  the  Constitutional  Treatment  of  Tinea,  &c." 
These  diseased  conditions  af  the  hairy  scalp  the  anthor 
was  inclined  to  attribute  almost  entirely  to  a  cooatita- 
tional  cause,  believing  that  d3iangement  of  the  system 
and  poverty  of  the  blood,  or  deficiency  of  constitutional 
vigour,  were  the  prindpal  agents  in  indacing  their 
occurrence.  The  affection,  in  all  its  forms,  was  believed 
by  the  author  to  be  communicable  by  one  and  the  same 
contagion,  and  to  be  either  the  consequence  or  the 
cause  of  a  vegetable  parasite,  which,  taking  root  in  Ae 
hair  bulbs,  became  a  source  of  disease.  Consequently, 
Mr.  Hunt  placed  but  little  reliance  on  the  efficacy  of 
local  remedies,  but  directed  the  treatment  he  adopted 
to  the  improvement  of  the  general  health,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  parasite.  Arsenic  is  with  him 
almost  a  fine  qud  non  in  the  management  of  akin  dis- 
eases ;  it  is  not  likely,  therefore,  he  would  pass  it  by  in 
these  cases.  Accordingly,  he  mentioned  several  cases 
in  which  he  had  employed  it  successfully,  using  weeUy 
tepid  water  only,  for  the  sake  of  cleanliness  He 
averred  that  it  exerts  a  specific  action  on  the  hair-bnlbs, 
and  stated  that  in  some  cases  of  pure  alopecia,  whi^ 
he  looked  upon  as  caused  by  the  parasitic  fungus,  it  had 
effected  a  cure.  He  concluded  by  observing  that  if  the 
sam»  principles  of  treatment  should  prove  to  be  applic- 
able for  contagious  forms  of  scalp  disease^  which  he 
had  found  so  practically  useful  in  other  chrome  cuta- 
neous affections,  the  difficulties  of  diagnosis  would  be 
reduced  to  a  very  simple  and  easy  problem,  as  far  si 
practice  was  concerned.  For  whatever  may  be  Che 
character  of  the  disease,  provided  it  were  neither 
syphilis  nor  sclbies,  the  only  thing  neoeesary  vras  to 
rectify  the  general  health,  and,  if  that  measure  failed  to 
restore  the  healthy  condition  of  the  skin,  to  administer 
some  powerful  alterative  tonic  in  suitable  doses  for  a 
proper  time.  For  this  purpose  the  author  prefieiieJ 
arsenic,  as  being  a  remedy  more  manageable  and  man 
certain,  and  more  permanent  in  its  effects  than  aay 
other. 

The  reading  of  this  paper  led  to  a  rather  wann  attack 
on  the  author's  ideas  of  pathology.  It  was  condemned 
as  unphilosophical,  and  far  from  being  in  aocordaaoe 
with  the  present  state  of  knowledge.  Diaeaaea  totally 
dissimilar  in  origin,  nature,  and  character,  and  conse- 
quently in  their  treatment,  had  been  confounded 
together,  while  local  remedies,  so  essential  for  the  core 
of  some  of  these,  were  almost  totally  neglected.  Use 
use  of  arsenic  was  not  considered  to  be  advisaMe  in  afl 
these  diseases,  although  it  might  be  serviceable  in  soose. 


•  "  BsBATOM,— 1«  the  Int  report,  in  th«  fi«le  of  Dr.  1 
for  "Porolcnt  Flettro-paeumonU,'*  read  **  Picvaleat  ] 
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It  is  also  uncertain  in  its  operation^  and  injorious  in 
many  cases.  No  dear  explanation  had  been  given  of 
the  means  of  diagnosis  between  the  different  scalp 
diseases,  nor  between  those  which  were  contagions  and 
those  which  were  not.  On  the  other  hand,  some  of 
the  speakers  were  very  nnwilling  to  regard  the  yegetable 
parasite  in  any  way  as  the  cause,  but  rather  as  the 
result  of  the  inveterate  scalp  affection,  the  result  of  the 
decomposition  of  the  tissues,  leading  to  the  origination 
of  the  low  forms  of  life.  Some  of  the  speakers,  how* 
ever,  defended  the  constitutional  origin  of  all  cutaneous 
maladies,  and  the  consequent  necessity  for  remedies 
.-capable  of  strengthening  the  system  at  large,  and 
Testoring  it  to  health.  Mr.  Hunt's  reply  was  very 
lirief,  the  chief  remark  being  to  the  effect  that  one  of 
his  principal  objections  to  local  remedies  arose  from  thdr 
application  obscuring  the  appearances  presented,  and 
thus  preventing  his  observing  the  effects  produced  by 
the  internal  medication. 

Prior  to  the  reading  of  Mr.  Hunt's  paper,  Dr.  Ryan 
exhibited  a  portion  of  an  umbilical  cord,  ruptured 
during  delivery  in  the  upright  posture.  This  bore  on  a 
medico-legal  question,  having  reference  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  life  of  the  foetus.  Dr.  Ryan  referred  to  one 
or  two  cases  in  point.  Mr.  Richardson  showed  a 
.specimen  of  internal  strangulation  of  the  ileum  in  a 
young  pig.  A  brief  discussion  took  place,  in  the  course 
of  which  remarks  were  made  on  the  inaptitude  of  the 
lower  order  of  animals  to  bear  up  against  the  inroads  of 
acute  inflammation.  It  was  stated  that  when  the  horse 
was  attacked  by  acute  pneumonia,  veterinary  surgeons 
generally  considered  the  case  desperate.  In  contra- 
vention to  this.  Dr.  Ogier  Ward  idluded  to  the  opera- 
tion performed  on  cows,  when  in  the  state  called 
-"  hoven,"  from  eating  large  quantities  of  wet  clover. 
The  abdomen  was  freely  pierced  with  a  knife,  and  the 
•distending  gas  evacuated.  Notwithstanding  this  severe 
penetrating  wound  of  the  abdomen,  the  animal  generally 
recovered. 

While  the  embers  of  cholera  are  still  smouldering  in 
Posen  and  Berlin,  and  cases  are  even  said  to  have  been 
seen  in  Vienna,  the  reports  from  the  West  Indies,  and 
from  the  more  southern  districts  of  (^e  United  States, 
are  anything  but  gratifying.  Yellow  fever  is  exceedingly 
prevalent  in  Charleston,  tT.S.,  and  at  the  Savannah, 
insomuch  that  the  Sardinian  Board  of  Health,  following 
the  steps  of  our  own  wise  Government,  have  decided 
on  adopting  quarantine  measures  against  vessels  coming 
Trom  either  of  those  parts.  As  that  horrible  disease, 
"Yellow  Jack,''  is  also  decimating  our  troops  in 
Barbados,  a  similar  decree  will  doubtless  be  launched 
by  the  Sardinians  against  it.  The  disease  first  showed 
itself  in  the  iron  barracks  (St.  Ann's)  occupied  by  the 
69th  Regt.^  and  in  less  than  a  week  it  carried  off  more 
Ihan  twelve  privates  and  two  officers;  the  troops  in 
consequence  were  withdrawn  from  the  barracks,  and 
«ncamped  on  the  grounds  of  the  Naval  Hospital,  at 
Hastings — a  more  elevated  and  healthy  situation.  This 
was  soon  found  to  be  beneficial,  and  consequently  a 
similar  plan  was  followed  at  all  the  other  barracks,  the 
whole  of  the  troops  in  garrison  being  encamped — a 
detachment  of  the  69th  at  Oun-hill,  the  Royal  Artillery 
-And  the  34th  on  Brittan's-hill;  the  69th  have  been  since 


fvithdrawn  from  the  neighbourhood  of  theNaval  Hospital, 
and  they  also  are  encamped  at  the  former  place,  which 
is  a  very  eleva;ted  and  healthy  situation.  The  fever  has 
since  assumed  a  much  less  malignant  character ;  the  cases 
i^  the  hospital  are  less  in  numbar,  several  are  con- 
valescent, and  it  is  hoped  that  the  disease  will  soon  be 
entirely  eradicated.  There  are  no  reports  of  the  fever 
from  the  country  districts,  but  it  broke  out  at  Bridge- 
tbwu  almost  as  soon  as  at  St.  Ann's.  It  first  appeared 
among  the  police,  and  in  a  few  days  it  showed  itself 
almost  simultaneously  in  different  parts  of  the  city  and 
suburbs,  but  its  victims,  considering  the  large  popula- 
tion of  the  place,  have  been  comparatively  few.  The 
latest  accounts  state  that  the  fever  has  appeared  in 
St.  Phillips  parish,  and  in  the  Blackrock  district. 
While  this  epidemic  is  carrying  off  our  soldiery  in  this 
beautiful  island,  our  Government  are  employed  in 
ftonding  out  more  pabulum  for  the  fever,  in  the  shape  of 
young  unacclimatised  soldiery  and  officers,  intended  to 
relieve  the  island  garrison,  but  apparently  destined 
for  the  grim  clutch  and  dark  embrace  of  fever  and 
death.  The  Megtera  bears  away  this  devoted  band. 
Are  human  lives  of  no  more  worth  ?  The  mortality 
in  Antigua  during  the  last  two  months,  in  the 
absence  of  any  epidemic,  has  been  almost  unparal- 
leled. In  British  Guiana,  the  weather  has  been  very 
dry,  with  intense  heat,  accompanied  by  an  epidemic 
influenza  and  colds,  coughs,  and  fever,  prevailing  ex- 
tensively in  the  colony.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  sick- 
ness* in  the  Lucca,  and  two  cases  of  fever  terminating 
fatally,  are  recorded.  The  yellow  fever  is  said  to  have 
abated  considerably  in  Martinque. 

i 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Royal  South  Gloucester  Light  Infantry 
Regiment  of  Militia. — Commission  signed  by  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Gloucester,  of  the 
city  and  county  of  the  city  of  Gloucester,  and  of  the 
city^and  county  of  the  city  of  Bristol,  Assistant-Surgeon 
William  Philpot  B.  Btookes,  M.D.,  to  be  Surgeon  wiee 
Tate,  resigned. 

The  Honourable  Board  of  Ordnance  have  appointed 
Mr.  George  Moseley,  of  Sandgate,  Acting  Ordnance 
Surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Detachment  of  Royal  Artillery, 
Shomcliff  Barracks.  The  Detachment  consists  of  a 
nine  pound  field  battery. 

Mr.  William  Adams  has  been  elected  to  the  St. 
Pancras  Dispensary. 


MEDICAL   BENEVOLENT  FUND. 

The  late  Mr.  J.  Terrett,  of  Tewkesbury,  Gloucester- 
shire, has  left,  amongst  other  munificent  bequests,  one 
of  ^500  to  the  above  most  deserving  fund. 


UNIVERSITY  OP  LONDON. 

Sixty-one  gentlemen  presented  themselves  on  the  27th 
ultimo  for  examination  4br  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts,  annually  awarded  by  the  Senate  of  this  University. 
The  candidates  were  examined  in  mathematics,  classios, 
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moral  philosophy,  animal  physiology,  French,  and 
German ;  the  examiners  being  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jerrard, 
and  T.  B.  Burcham,  Esq.,  M.A.,  Barrister-at-Law, 
late  fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  The 
examination  terminated  on  Thursday,  when  those  can- 
didates who  desire  it  may  enter  npon  examination  for 
orders,  which  commenced  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  2,  and 
will  conclude  on  Friday,  Not.  19.  There  will  also  be  04 
examination  in  the  Ilebrew  text  of  the  Old  Testament, 
the  Greek  Text  of  the  New  Testament,  and  in  Scripture 
history,  commencing  on  Nov.  15.  The^  examination 
for  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Medicine  was  appointed 
to  commence  on  Monday,  Nov.  1,  and  that  for  Doctor 
of  Medicine,  on  Monday,  Nov.  22. 


GENERAL  HOSPITAL  BIRMINGHAM. 
Mr.  Oliver  Pemberton  has  been  elected  one  of  the 
Surgeons  of  this  Institution,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Wood, 


CHARITABLE  BEQUESTS. 
.    The  late  Mr.  Thomas  Croft,  of  Gravetend,  has  left 
jg400,  and  the  late  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Bozley,  £I0,  to  the 
Keot  County  Ophthalmic  HospitaL 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
the  29th  ultimo : — John  Armstrong,  Manchester ;  Si. 
John  Edwards,  Bangor,  North  Wales;  George  Daven- 
port Freeman,  Bath ;  William  Giles,  Sydney ;  Thomas 
HilUer,  Stroud,  Gloucestershire;  William  Body 
Mushet,  Haverstock  Hill,  Middlesex ;  Geoige  Russell, 
Clifton,  Bristol ;  Samuel  Thorpe,  Manchester;  Alfred 
Tronsdale,  Gainsborough,  Lincolnshire ;  Heaten  Lloyd 
Williams,  Denbigh,  North  Wales. 

Income  and  Expsnditurjc. — From  the  annual 
report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  College 
in  the  year,  from  Midsummer-day  1851  to  Midsummer- 
day  1852,  it  appears  that  the  gross  amount  of  receipts 
were  jf 25,304.  13s.  6d.,  derived  from  the  following 
sources  of  income :  —  The  Court  of  Examiners, 
;^8921.  12s.;  fellowship,  jg'220.  lOs.;  admission  to 
Council,  ;^42 ;  sale  of  lists  of  members,  catalogues, 
&c.,  £11.  88.  If  to  these  sums  are  added  the  dip- 
dends  on  investments  in  Government  securities, 
j^l,021.  lis.  lOd.,  the  interest  on  exchequer  bill, 
£22.  Is.  8d.,  and  the  late  Parliamentary  grant  in  aid 
of  erection  of  additional  museums,  of  :^14,999.  lOs., 
it  will  make  a  total  of  :f25,304.  138.  6d.,  as  the  total 
amount  of  receipts  from  all  sources.  The  disburse- 
ments during  the  year  amounted  to  ;^1 3,267.  Ss.  6d. 

Thk  Fellowship. — The  Council  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  have  just  announced  that  the  next 
examination  in  cUssics,  mathematics,  and  French,  will 
take  place  at  the  College,  the  first  week  in  November, 
and  the  professional  examinations  for  the  fellowship, 
the  first  week  in  December.  We  find,  from  the  College 
list  just  published,  there  are  at  present  172  gentlemen 
who  have  undergone  the  examinations  for  the  dis- 


tinction, and  528  honorary  and  other  fellows,  making  a 
total  of  700.  We  are  glad  to  perceive  that  the  Cooncil 
have  placed  a  distinguishing  mark  to  thoae  fellowB  who 
have  undergone  the  rigid  examinations  of  the  Courts  oC 
Examiners.  This  is  an  act  of  justice  to  whidi  the 
gentlemen  have  a  claim,  and  which  has  been  consider-> 
ately  bestowed  without  any  application  to  the  College 
authorities. — Lancet. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  the  28th  ultimo  :— 
James  Askquith  Ellis,  Bristol;  Tbos.  Beard  Faraoombe 
Bishopstone,  Sussex;  Geoige  Bell  Poppelwell,  Noctb 
Shields ;  Henry  Tucker,  Lyme  Regis,  Dorset. 

PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

NOTICE     TO     MEMBERS. 

The  Central  Council  of  the  Aaaociation  b^  to  caD 
the  attention  of  those  members  whose  subscriptioiis  aie 
in  arrear  to  the  following  rasolutions  paawd  at  tlie 
Anniversary  Meeting,  held  at  Hvll,  on  the  7th  and 
8th  of  August,  1850  :— 

'*  But  if  any  Member^s  subscriptioD  remain  unpaid 
twelve  months  after  it  shall  become  due,  the  MeScul  amd 
SuTffical  Journal,  and  other  publications  of  the  Sodety, 
shall  be  withheld  from  such  Member  till  his  arrent  be 
paid ;  and  when  any  Member  has  been  in  arrean  ot 
subscription  for  the  space  of  three  yean,  ^plicaiioa 
shall  be  made  for  the  same  by  the  General  SeereCarya 
and  if  the  arrears  be  not  paid  in  three  ntomike,  ^ 
name  of  that  Member  shall  be  omitted  finom  the  list  of 
Subscribers;  but  this  omission  shall  not  be 
either  in  honour  or  equity,  as  releasing  any  ( 
from  the  subscriptions  owing  durmg  his  Membenhip.'' 

Those  gentlemen  who  have  not  yet  paid  their  sub- 
scriptions for  the  cuuRXNT  year,  or  who  are  in 
ARREARS,  are  requested  to  forward  the  amount  doe 
either  to  the  Secretary  of  the  district  in  idiicli  th^y 
reside,  or  to  the  Treasurer  or  Secretary  of  the  AjMcsa- 
tion  at  Worcester. 

All  post-office  orders  should  be  sent  dther  to  tiift 
Treasurer  or  Secretary,  who  alone  have  the  power  of 

giving  receipts. 

J.  P.  SHEPPARD. 
Worcester,  October  23,  1852.  Secretary. 


ERRATA. 

In  Mr.  Mitchell's  letter  *<  On  the  Acid  Treatmert  of 
Diarrhoea,"  by  some  unaoconntaUe  mistake  a  1 
signature  waa  attached  thereto.  Instead  of  Jolm  J« 
Mitchell,  L.S.  A.,  it  should  have  been ' '  Jamea  JohaataB 
Mitchell,  M.R.C.S.,  and  L.S.A.,  Sufeoa  to  the 
Western  Dispensary  of  Bath. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications  have  been  received  from  Dr.  T3t,  Dr. 
Shapter,  Epidemiological  Society,  Dr.  NelaoD,   Mr* 
Rdd,  Mr.  Coates,  Mr.  Collins,  and  Dr.  Oke. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


CLINICAL  LECTURES 

ON  THE 

PRACTICE    OF    PHYSIC, 

sKLiTaKai)  IV  Tni 
THBATRE  OF  QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  BIRMINGHAM. 

By  DAVID  NELSON,  M.D.,  Edin., 

PAytictea  to  <Ae  Qxieen't  Uo^tal,  undFr^eMor  0/  Clinical UeJHeine,  fr 


lectube    xv ii. 

On  the  Morbid  Co^'ditions  of  the  Genebatitb 
Organs.        ^ 

GBntleicbn, — ^The  domain  upon  which  I  am  now 
about  to  enter  is  one  which  has  given  rise  to  much  dis- 
putation  in  regard  to  the  strict  boundaries  of  physic  and 
surgery,  especially  amongst  those  .members  of  the  re- 
spective faculties  who  delight  in  splitting  straws,  and 
drawing  hair-breadth  distinctions;  and  as  such  disputa- 
tions have  frequently  led,  not  only  to  mental  contentions, 
but  to  ill  blood,  I  think  it  right  to  state  to  you  upon 
what  principle  we  should  decide  all  such  questions,  and 
thus  furnish  you  with  a  touchstone  that  will  test  any 
case  in  a  moment,  no  matter  what  part  of  the  body  may 
be  involved,  and  this  I  shall  do  by  the  advancement  of 
two  fundamental  propositions,  viz.  z^* 

JRr#//y, — ^That  every  case  is  medical  which  can  be 
most  effectually  treated  by  prescription  alone,  even 
though  requiring  some  slight  aid  from  manual  or 
mechanical  appliances;  and 

Secondly, — That  every  case  is  surgical  which  can 
be  most  effectually  treated  by  the  said  manual  or 
mechanical  appliances,  even  though  requiring  to  be  aided 
by  prescription. 

You  must  be  aware,  that  in  ancient  times,  even  this 
distinction  was  not  drawn,  but  that  every  appliance  to 
the  cure  of  disease  was  considered  medical,  no  matter  of 
what  description — it  might  be  a  mineral,  herb,  bath, 
dietary,  or  the  knife.  No  doubt  there  might  bo  many 
men  of  a  fine  genius,  similar  to  designers  in  painting, 
architecture  and  other  arts,  who  might  be  able  to  point 
out  with  the  most  consummate  skiU,  what  ought  to  be 
done  in  any  given  case,  and  yet  not  possess  the  manipu- 
lative adroitness  for  carrying  their  views  into  practical 
effect.  Such  men  might  chose  other  persons,  gifted 
with  the  necessary  neatness  of  hand,  to  execute  their 
intentions,  and  thus  would  arise  the  first  division  of 
labour.  Afterwards,  in  the  middle  ages,  it  was  deemed 
derogatory  that  any  one  of  so  high  a  calling  as  a  phy- 
sician should  pollute  his  fingers  with  blood,  and  other 
humours,  or  do  anything  of  a  mechanical  kind  whatever ; 
and  therefore  it  became  an  universal  custom  for  medical 
men  to  call  upon  an  inferior  order  of  persons — barbers 
and  the  like— to  perform  such  things  under  their 
durections.  In  due  time  this  state  of  things  became 
altered,  and  certain  medical  men  of  good  education, 
devoting  themselves  to  the  purposes  of  surgery  more 
exclusively,  that  faculty  began  to  rise  to  its  present 
position,  as  a  sister  science  with  physic.    > 


The  vocations  of  these  two  sisters,  therefore,  as  I 
have  said,  ought  not  so  much  to  be  regulated  by  the 
locality  of  the  parts  diseased,  as  by  the  nature  of  the 
duties  which  hove  to  be  performed.  Nevertheless,  cus- 
tom must  rule  in  all  things  more  or  less,  and  there  are 
certain  parts  of  the  body  that  arc  commonly  treated  by 
the  surgeon,  even  though  the  treatment  be  of  a  purely 
medical  kind.  Such  parts  I  view  as  common  ground, 
liable  to  be  occupied  by  the  physician  from  the  nature 
of  the  appliances,  and  by  the  surgeon  from  common 
custom.  Thus  the  eye,  the  ear,  and  the  external  organs 
of  generation,  are  wont  to  be  given  over  to  the  surgeon, 
even  though  the  treatment  of  their  maladies  should  be 
enturely  constitutional;  but  yet  there  is  no  departure 
from  office  in  the  physician  treating  these  parts,  if  the 
patient  should  desire  it,  and  if  they  need  no  operative 
interference.  When  a  gonorrhoea,  chancre,  and  bubo, 
can  be  cured  by  dietary,  internal  medicines,  and  lotions, 
they  are  quite  as  much  in  the  province  of  the  physician 
as  an  inflammation  in  the  eye,  mouth,  or  rectum,  and 
it  is  nothing  but  custom,  and  the  disinclination  of  many 
men  to  deal  with  such  loathsome  ailments  that  send 
them  into  other  hands,  oftentimes  extra-professional 
altogether. 

It  has  been  always  found  convenient  in  a  high  state 
of  dvilization,  to  divide  professional  functions  to  a 
certain  extent ;  but  while  each  branch  may  claim  its 
due.  share  of  importance,  we  must  never  forget  that 
ancient  root  or  stock  upon  which  they  all  depend.  As 
the  science  of  architecture  is  ever  paramount  in  building, 
whatever  may  be  the  subsidiary  crafts  of  masonry,  car- 
pentery,  smithery,  &c.,  so  the  science  of  physic  is  the 
one  ancient  and  enduring  root,  upon  which  all  the 
other  branches  of  medical  art  must  depend.  We  have 
got  specific  practitioners  under  the  names  of  obste- 
tricians, ophthalmists,  aurists,  dentists,  syphilists  and 
uterists,  &c. ;  but  these  can  only  be  useful  in  so  far  as 
they  can  bring  some  special  skill  and  nicety  of 
manipulation  to  bear  upon  their  arts,  without  losing 
sight  of  the  supremacy  of  general  physic.  This  last  ob- 
servation bears  particularly  upon  ophthalmists,  whose 
delicate  operations  require  a  peculiar  softness  and 
minuteness  of  touch,  which  is  often  denied  to  the  most 
skilful  general  surgeons.  Without  such  special  manipu- 
uUtive  skill  and  regard  to  general  medicine,  however, 
such  divisions  would  prove  very  detrimental  to  true 
science,  and  if  too  much  multiplied  would  reduce  the  pro- 
fession to  a  sort  of  fraternity  of  monomaniacs.  "Y  ou  may 
smile  at  the  expression — monomaniacs,  but  really,  if  you 
read  the  books  of  certain  monographists,  and  observe 
how  they  endeavour  to  prove  that  ''all  the  ills  that 
flesh  is  heir  to,"  are  traceable  to  their  own  favourite 
disease  alone,  whether  it  be  the  deranged  stomach,  the 
ulcerated  uterus,  the  syphilitic  vims,  or  the  wonderful 
Hahnemanic  itch,  and  thereby  claim  all  cases  for  them- 
selves you  will  perceive  that  it  is  not  overstraineda^^tk. 
but  strictly  just  and  applicable.  The  uterists  uAong  the 
female  sex,  and  syphilists  amongst  men,  womeay  au^ 
children,  of  every  age  and  degree,  are  especially  liab^ 
to  this  condemnation,  and  some  of  the  latter  have  re- 
cently b«en  writing  ad  captandum  books  upon  this 
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subject^  both  in  Frendi  and  EnglUb,  which  our  best 
tenewen  hare  justly  designated  as  a  scandal  to  any 
liononrabie  profession.  In  Cact,  this  bastard  order  of 
pure  or  rather  impure  syphilists^  and  ^ermatorrhoeists, 
for  they  are  not  to  be  ranked  as  physicians  or  sargeons, 
would  not  only  have  their  own  rod,  bat  would  make  it, 
like  Aaron's,  swallow  up  all  other  people's  rods,  and  so 
create  a  monopoly  of  all  human  ailments  for  themselves. 
And  this  sense  of  self-importance  which  they  are  wont 
to  entertain,  is  all  the  more  ridiculous,  when  we  consider 
that  syphilis  is  clearly  a  physicians  disease  or  dbease  of 
the  blood,  when  manifesting  itself  constitutionally,  and 
as  clearly  a  case  for  the  surgeon,  when  exhibiting  itsdf  by 
external  ulcers,  Sec,  and  that  the  worst  cases  of  this 
§dnd  have  only  been  thrown  in  an  exclusive  manner 
Into  such  persons  hands,  because  the  more  eminent  pro- 
fessionals have  not  desired  to  overburden  themselves 
with  such  filthy  and  loathsome  practice.  Such  cases 
^111  present  themselves  in  every  man's  career,  and  we 
Are  bound  in  duty  to  relieve  human  suffering  in  what- 
ever shape  it  may  come  before  us.  It  is  also  well  that 
there  are  minds  so  constituted  as  to  take  especial 
interest  in  such  matters,  and  so  relieve  the  rest  from 
certain  sickening  duties ;  but  it  would  also  be  well  if 
they  could  understand  their  true  position,  and  not  play 
'"such  fantastic  tricks,"  as  midce  men  laugh  or 
"angels  weep."  You  will  find  that  Dr.  Graves,  Mason 
Good,  and  in  short,  all  other  physicians,  in  their  systematic 
writings^  treat  regularly  of  syphilis,  and  do  not  bate 
one  inch  the  universal  domain  of  physic,  and  it  shall 
therefore  be  handled  in  these  lectures  as  a  matter  of 
medical  inquiry,  though,  as  a  blood  disease,  it  will 
l>eIong  to  another  part  of  the  course.  While  conceding 
to  such  persons  a  good  deal  of  the  merely  practical 
ministrations,  ^e  cannot  permit  them  to  ride  their 
Jhobby-horse  of  theory  and  doctrine,  or  else  they  may 
become  as  great  nuisances  to  society  as  the  old  oculists 
were,  when  permitted  to  ride  their  hobby-horses  by  the 
more  scientific  surgeons  of  past  times,  a  subject  well 
•commented  upon  by  Mr.  Middlemore,  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  his  **  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye;" 
and  in  which  he  further  justifies  himself  by  quoting  the 
philosophical  views  of  Mr.  Lawrence.  Thus  much  I 
thought  it  necessary  to  say  on  the  question,  for,  with 
such  persons  almost  everything  is  viewed  as  a  form  of 
syphilis,  and  if  the  patient  should  positively  deny  it, 
the  reponsibllity  is  forthwith  thrown  upon  the  shoulders 
of  his  father  or  mother,  or  Adam  and  Eve  themselves, 
rather  than  give  up  the  opinion. 

Notwithstanding  these  observations,  however,  I  am  by 
no  means  disposed  to  appropriate  such  cases,  but  have 
always  acted  according  to  custom,  though  not  conced- 
ing the  principle.  Hence  I  have  never  treated,  except 
at  the  express  desire  of  the  patient,  any  affections  of 
the  external  organs,  beyond  incipient  chancres  and 
buboes,  and  these  only,  when  they  could  be  managed 
i»ybcoiMtitutional  appliances  alone.  Therefore  I  shall 
not  now  pmark  upon  any  disease  watever  of  the  penis, 
|aiti€!es,  or  vulva,  but  shall  confine  myself  entirely  to 
the  disorders  of  the  ovaries  and  uterus,  admitting  their  I 
foil  importance  in  every  inquiry  into  constitutional] 


disturbance,  and  the  necessity  of  carefully  studying 
their  diseased  conditions,  yet  not  yielding  to  the  morbid 
rage  of  the  day  in  tracing  every  ailment  of  the  female 
to  that  source  alone,  and  of  subjecting  all  women, 
whether  married  or  single,  to  questions  incredibly 
disgusting,  and  to  unnecessary  examinations  by  hard 
instruments  and  other  foreign  appliances,  calculated,  by 
their  irritation,  to  increase  existing  disease,  if  not  to 
excite  it  where  not  existing  before,  of  which  most  prsc« 
tical  physicians  could  give  too  many  instances,  if  the 
task  were  not  invidious.  Like  other  affections  in  oth<r 
parts,  they  may  be  classified  into  nervous  or  functional 
disturbances — anaemic  or  hypersemio  conditions,  and 
degenerations.  Amongst  the  nervous  disturbances,  we 
may  first  consider  paralysis. 

Pajlaltsis,  either  of  the  ovaries  or  uterus,  can  be 
but  rarely  witnessed  except  as  an  aooompanimeat  of 
that  universal  malady  which  has  been  already  treated 
of  while  discussing  the  affections  of  the  brain  and 
nervous  system.  The  total  paralysis  of  the  ovaries  it 
would  be  difficult  to  prove  at  all,  though  it  sometimes 
occurs  in  the  womb  as  an  accident  during  labour,  or 
immediately  after  it,  when,  by  non-contraction  it  gives, 
rise  to  haemorrhage  and  other  dangerous  conseqoenees 
requiring  instant  and  decided  interference.  Most 
commonly,  however,  this  is  but  a  temporary  condition, 
which  is  subdued  by  the  usual  treatment  of  oonfioing 
the  uterus  within  the  grasp  of  the  hand,  or  compressing 
it  within  the  circumference  of  a  large  cup  or  bowU 
applied  by  force  over  the  abdomen,  or  by  exciting  the 
internal  surface  by  the  points  of  the  fingers,  and  the 
administration  of  ergot  and  other  uterine  stimulants. 
That  such  defect  of  nervous  action  is  uncommon  in  tiie 
uterus  might  be  readily  guessed,  considering  how  very 
frequently  that  brgan  is  able  to  perform  all  its  functions, 
while  the  rest  of  the  body,  or  of  the  general  cerebro«sp1naI 
nervous  system,  is  in  a  state  of  abeyance  or  torpitude. 
Thus  it  will  act  quite  freely  in  idiotcy,  in  spinal  paralyos, 
in  the  stupor  of  typhus,  or  apoplexy,  or  under  the  influ- 
ence of  chloroform,  and  even  after  death  itself, — that  is ' 
to  say,  somatic  death,  death  of  the  cercbro-spinal  axis, 
or,  conscious  being — the  ganglionic  or  vermicular  sea* 
sibilities,  so  to  speak,  being  partially  effective.  Henee, 
in  the  dead-bouse,  there  has  been  such  a  thing  as  jxwf* 
mortem  expulsion  of  the  foetus,  1  will  not  say  how  long 
after  apparent  death,  but  certainly  after  the  heart  and 
lungs  have  ceased  te  act  under  ordinary  stimulants,  or 
after  the  woman  has  been  considered  dead  and  carried 
away.  But  though  complete  paralysis  be  a  very  nn* 
common  occurrence  in  the  womb,  torpitude  bofh  of 
that  viscus  and  of  the  ovaries  is  by  no  means  unfreqnent. 
Such  a  condition  may  arise  from  original  constitutional 
defect,  or  from  a  morbid  state  of  the  blood,  or  fiom 
long-continued  pressure  of  the  feces,  or  common  ta. 
mours,  or  certain  affections  of  the  brain  or  spinal  cord, 
communicating  their  deadning  influence  to  the  local 
ganglionic  nerves,  and  thus  blunting  their  sensibilities. 
Hence  we  may  have  asexual  indifference,  with  defidcmcj 
of  the  natural  passions,  and  a  purely  functiciial 
amcnorhoea.  The  girl  or  woman  may,  under  these 
circumstances,  possess  a  timid   mind,   and  a  weakJj 
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half-deydoped  frame,  yet  nothing  of  the  truly  feminine 
softness  and  sweetness  of  character,  and  she  will  have 
«  childish  bashfolness  instead  of  the  sensitive  female 
modesty,  that  is  to  say,  if  the  condition  he  congenital 
•or  j>ermanent. 

If  it  he,  on  the  other  hand,  only  accidental  and  de- 
pendent on  the  removable  causes  above  indicated,  there 
will  only  be  a  temporary  blunting  of  the  ordinary  feel- 
ings, and  a  partial  deficiency  of  the  usual  routine  pro- 
cesses, which  feelings  and  processes  may  be  restored  to 
their  native  activity  by  a  removal  of  such  causes.  That 
the  start  of  the  ovary  into  active  glandular  existence  is 
the. primary  impetus  of  all  that  follows  throughout  the 
rest  of  the  female  generative  system,  is  now  pretty  well 
•established,  by  whatever  other  secret  agency  that  event 
itself  may  be  preceded.  The  chain  of  sympathy  thus 
•established,  continues  during  life,  and  the  order  of  events' 
•whether  morbid  or  healthy,  is  always  maintained  accord- 
ing to  the  original  development  of  functional  activity. 
Thus  the  conditions  of  the  ovary  are  more  likely  to 
affect  the  uterus  and  external  appendages,  than  those 
appendages  are  to  control  the  ovary ;  though,  certainly, 
the  latter  is  affected  in  a  minor  degree  by  the  former, 
:because  there  is  a  reflex  principle  at  work,  as  well  as 
oi^e  of  central  origination.  The  nervous  influences  play 
in  a  circle,  and  sweep  around  that  circle  both  backwards 
«nd  forwards,  but  yet  the  circumference  does  contain  a 
■apecial  point  of  activity,  and  that  point  of  activity  in 
this  instance,  is  the  governing  force  of  the  ovary.  The 
labours  of  Dr.  Tyler  Smith  in  this  direction,  as  bearing 
upon  the  practical  applications  of  science  to  obstetric 
art>  are  well  worth  your  study.  And  Dr.  Tilt  has  also 
endeavoured  to  enforce  a  full  consideration  for  the  ovary 
in  all  uterine  affections.  The  results  of  the  cases  given 
by  him  are  quite  pertinent  to  the  question,  though  we 
must  guard  ourselves  from  tilting  too  much  against 
one  offending  member  only,  and  thus  narrowing  our 
vision  to  an  unsafe  compass.  Viewing  the  growth  of 
the  ovary,  then,  as  the  cause  of  all  the  other  subsequent 
growths  that  characterise  puberty,  and  accepting  the 
decided  manifestation  of  sexual  preference,  as  the  chief 
proof  of  such  ovarian  growth,  you  will  remember  that 
4k. case  was  recently  presented  to  us,  which  seemed  upon 
the  first  inquiries  to  contradict  such  a  theory.     The 

^rl,  Selina  H n,  was  about  twelve  years  of  age, 

«nd  was  brought  by  her  mother  to  the  hospital  in  order 
to  be  cured  of  .a  shaking  of  her  head  from  side  to  side* 
This  did  not  seem  a  matter  of  any  great  consequence, 
except  from  its  giving  her  a  strange  and  awkward 
manner,  and  exciting  amongst  observers  a  painful  and 
impatient  desire  to  put  a  stop  to  it.  "There  were  other 
peculiarities,  however,  which  made  me  retayi  her  as  an 
in-patient  and  as  a  physiological  curiosity  for  your 
observation.  She  was  very  short  and  squat,  and  her 
bead  was  preternatural ly  large,  both  in  breadth,  de^th, 
and  length,  but  especially  the  latter.  Her  face  was 
childish,  and  its  childish  expression  was  increased  by  the 
short  crop  of  hair  which  she  wore ;  her  shoulders  were 
broad  and  rounded,  her  bust  very  full,  and  the  mamniie 
quite  as  large  as  those  of  a  stout  woman  of  40,  who 
had  suckled    children.      The  hips  and    thighs    were 


proportionally  developed ;  but  the  legs  were  like  those 
of  a  child  of  about  eight  or  ten  years  of  age.  Her 
mother  stated  that  these  growths  had  commenced  when 
she  was  about^  eight  years  of  agej  but  that  she  had 
never  menstruated,  nor  exhibited  any  sexual  propensities. 
She  appeared  therefore  to  be  doubly  a  curiosity;  but  it 
soon  appeared,  from  the  reports  of  the  nurse  and  of  the 
other  patients,  that  however  she  might  have  deceived 
her  mother,  she  was  not  long  before  she  enlightened 
them,  for  she  seemed  to  take  a  peculiar  interest  in 
talking  upon  such  subjects,  and  related  to  them  sundry 
adventures  that  she  had  had  with  a  certain  cripple, 
and  some  other  favourites.  A  seton  behind  the  neck 
stopped  the  shaking  of  the  head,  which  appeared  to 
have  been  merely  a  bad  habit,  and  she  soon  left  the 
hospital.  Everything  else  seemed  to  be  active  here, 
excepting  the  process  of  menstruation,  which  therefore 
would  seem  to  be  the  latest  link  of  the  chain.  Indeed 
we  generally  find  the  mammae,  &c.,  well  developed,  con- 
siderably before  any  appearance  of  this  discharge.  Nay, 
pregnancy  itself  has  occurred  without  that  phenomenon 
having,  as  yet,  manifested  itself. 

As  to  the  treatment  of  this  torpitude  of  the  ovaries 
or  uterus,  it  must  depend  upon  the  causes  which  may 
give  rise  to  \t.  If  it  be  simply  due  to  a  slowness  of 
development,  it  may  well  be  left  to  itself.  One  may  be 
frequentl3*  consulted  in  regard  to  girls  of  17,  18,  or  20, 
in  whom  menstruation  has  never  occurred ;  but  in  all 
such  cases,  unless  anything  else  was  detectable,  I  have 
invariably  prescribed  nothing  whatever  beyond  a  natural 
mode  of  living,  and  cheerful  mixed  society.  Where 
ansemia  appears  to  be  the  cause,  carbonate  of  iron,  or 
some  other  preparation  of  steel,  is  absolutely  essential ; 
and  it  is  also  advisable  to  combine  such  preparation 
with  assafoetida  or  galbanum,  in  conjunction  with  aloes, 
as  special  stimulants  of  the  pelvic  region.  Some  phy- 
sicians have  indicated  that  these  latter  agents  should 
not  be  employed  in  permanence,  but  should  rather  be 
exhibited  as  adjuvants  to  the  steel  at  the  time  when 
the  monthly  periods  come  about.  But  though  this 
rule  may  be  appliicable  to  women  who  have  already 
menstruated,  and  in  whom  the  function  has  only  been 
arrested,  we  cannot  apply  it  to  those  who  have  never 
menstruated  at  all,  inasmuch  as  we  do  not  know  their 
natural  time,  since  the  old  story  of  the  influence  of  the 
full  moon  has  been  exploded.  Iron  and  assafoetida, 
and  aloes,  therefore*  are  our  chief  anchors  under  such 
circumstances — the  former  as  a  tine  qua  turn,  the  latter 
as  adjuvants.  But,  should  the  torpitude  proceed  from 
any  cerebral  or  spinal  affection  propagated  to  these 
parts,  then  we  must  look  to  those  centres  as  the  pri- 
mary seat  of  the  malady,  and  treat  them  according  to 
the  rules  laid  down  while  considering  nervous  diseases. 
The  same  advice  would  apply  to  any  tumours,  or  other 
fluids  or  solids  pressing  upon  the  organs,  and  impeding 
either  their  blood-circulation,  or  their  nervous  play, 
though  the  management  would  be  difficult  according  to 
the  solidity  or  the  seat  of  such  imped imei^ta,.  Not  an 
uncommon  cause  of  this  kind,  and  on^  very  easily 
removed,  is  constipation.  Girls  at  this  age  are  apt  to 
suffer  from. this  complaint  on  account  of  their  seclubion, 
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and  dulness,  and  sedentary  habits  at  a  school.  Nor  are 
they  likely  to  speak  of  it  like  older  people,  but  suffer 
it  to  go  on,  as  if  it  were  a  matter  quite  nataral,  and 
never  complain  until  the  portal  clrcalation  becomes  so 
impeded  as  to  lead  to  the  secondary  and  tertiary  symp- 
toms of  pain^  sometimes  in  the  one  side,  and  sometimes 
in  the  other,  with  sickness,  indigestion,  giddiness,  and 
headache.  In  such  case  the  abdomen  will  be  found 
hard,  dull  under  percussion,  and  perhaps  knotty  and 
lumpy  along  the  course  of  the  colon.  It  is  surprising 
what  large  amounts  of  scybalous  fsces  niay  sometimes 
be  discharged  from  the  bowels  during  a  continued  course 
of  moderate  purgation  for  this  state  of  things,  and  it 
38  the  only  process  by  which  health  may  be  restored 
and  maintained.  The  kind  of  purgatives  employed 
must  altogether  depend  upon  the  general  state  of  the 
system.  If  the  patient  be  plump,  strong,  and  of  good 
oolour,  the  blue  pill  or  calomel  at  night,  with  a  saline  in 
the  morning,  may  be  desirable;  bat  if  she  be  thin, 
puny,  and  pale,  the  warmer  purgatives  of  aloes,  colo- 
cynth,  or  scammony  should  be  employed,  in  conjunction 
with  some  stomachic  tonic  and  aromatics.  After  a  brief 
treatment  of  this  kind,  variety  of  diet,  with  cheerful 
companionship,  and  open-air  exercise,  will  be  the  best 
means  of  avoiding  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  it. 

Before  leaving  this  subject,  there  is  one  very  im- 
portant caution  that  I  would  offer  to  you  in  regard  to 
the  employment  of  strong  purgatives  and  emenagogues, 
under  representation  of  obstinate  costiveness  and  amen- 
orrhoea,  received  from  certain  hospital  and  dispensary 
patients,  and  perhaps,  also,  parochial  patients,  though 
these  latter  are  not  so  apt  to  practise  it,  on  account  of 
being  generally  less  nice  as  to  their  moral  reputation. 
Such  representation  of  costiveness  may  be  made  fisJsely, 
under  a  conviction  or  suspicion  that  they  are  pregnant, 
and  in  hopes  of  getting,  (to  use  the  words  they  have 
need,)  **  something  that  may.carry  it  off.''  Cai^onate 
of  iron,  and  mild  aperients,  can  never  do  any  harm, 
but  I  can  see  no  cause  for  resorting  to  very  powerful 
medicines  in  such  cases,  nor  any  necessity  for  prying 
too  curiously  into  the'  question  of  pregnancy.  Even 
when  the  question  b  directly  put,  it  is  better  to  evade 
it,  except  in  the  case  of  a  married  woman,  to  whom 
the  fact  may  be  agreeable.  Some  may  feel  inclined  to 
exhibit  their  penetration  upon  this  point,  by  spontane- 
ously asserting  the  fact,  even  when  the  young  women 
have  themselves  positively  denied  it.  I  conceive  thb 
to  be  not  only  unnecessary,  but  dangerous,  for  they 
will  frequently  never  visit  such  practitioner  again,  but 
resort  to  some  old  witch  or  other,  and  forthwith  obtain 
the  means  of  ridding  themselves  of  their  burden.  Such 
an  uncalled  for  declaration  of  the  fact  of  pregnancy 
cannot,  by  any  imagined  possibility,  do  any  good,  while 
it  may,  undoubtedly,  prove  suggestive  of  certain  pro- 
ceedings which  shall  cut  off  the  existence  of  one  human 
being,  and  perhaps  encourage  the  other  in  a  long  course 
of  systematic  vice  and  crime.  Let  such  a  person  but 
arrive  ^t  the  fourth  or  fifth  month  of  her  time,  and 
then  matters  will  be  so  apparent  to  the  world  at  large, 
as  to  leave  less  fear  of  any  tragical  issue.  But  let  us 
avoid  giving  the  diagnosis  at  too  early  a  stage  in 


unmarried  women,  who  may  be  unprindpled,  or  very 
fearful  of  public  shame,  for  the  result  in  child  murder  is 
no  fanded  evil  but  one  that  is  constantly  arresting  oar 
attention,  and  increasing  in  this  country  year  by  year. 

Spasic,  or  painful  involuntary  action,  does  occur  in 
the  ovaries,  and  in  the  fimbriated  extremity  of  the 
fallopian  tabes,  if  we  are  to  judge  by  the  phenomena 
that  sometimes  present  themselves  in  that  quarter,  and 
the  dull  uneasiness  that  follows  afterwards.  In  the 
uterus  apasm  is  a  very  frequent  occurrence,  with  some 
women  during  their  whole  lives,  and,  in  most  women, 
under  certtun  circumstances,  giving  rise  to  any  degree 
of  pain,  from  a  slight  dull  occasional  aching,  to  the 
most  grinding  and  sickening  agony.  The  spasm  may- 
arise  from  a  condition  of  simple  irritability,  rMdering^ 
the  organ  painfully  sensitive  to  conditions  of  whidi  it 
might  not  otherwise  be  at  all  consdous.  Of  course  we 
are  not  at  all  surprised  at  its  spastic  action  in  partn- 
rition,  or  even  at  its  strainings  afterwards  to  expel  the 
vitiated  or  putrid  lochia.  But  it  ought  not,  in  the 
natural  state,  to  suffer  greatly  daring  menstruation, 
and  much  less  from  that  simple  determination  of  Uood 
wfiich  precedes  the  discharge ;  yet  that  is  the  period  at^ 
which  this  morbid  spasm  chiefly  presents  itself  to  oar 
notice  as  an  object  of  treatment,  or  else  during  the 
earlier  stages  of  pregnancy,  when  it  is  apt  to  lead  to 
abortion.  That  it  generally  proceeds,  dtfaer  from  & 
simple  irritability,  or  from  a  certain  amount  of  hyper- 
lemia,  indudng  vitated  secretions,  and  exdting  reflex 
action,  is,  I  think,  very  apparent,  jud^g  from  the 
success  of  those  measures  'which  are  directed  to  the 
sabduction  of  these  conditions.  Narrowness  of  the 
uterine  aperture  or  passage  has  been  pointed  to  as  the 
oause  of  this  spasm,  and  of  painfrd  menstroation,  but 
I  am  persuaded  that  it  is  a  comparatively  rare  one.  I 
know  that  such  a  condition  does  occasionally  exist,  and 
have  treated  for  such  a  condition  in  this  hospital,  in  the 
person  of  Mrs.  ,  of  the  top  ward ;  but  weabould 

not  be  justified  in  usmg,  as  some  do,  the  specolum  so 
indiscriminately  in  all  such  cases,  and  introducing 
dilators  and  other  mechanical  forces  into  the  uterus, 
under  some,  a  priori,  hypothesis,  that  there  must  be 
physical  obstruction  in  every  instance.  The  cases  of 
dysmenorrhoea  and  other  forms  of  hysteralgia,  which 
we  have  had,  are  too  numeroas  and  too  uniform  in 
their  features  to  be  spoken  of  individually  on  this 
occasion,  besides  which,  they  have  been  almost  always 
observed  amongst  the  out-patients,  of  whom  no  very 
precise  records  have  been  kept.  Suffice  it  to  say,  they 
have  all  been  chacacterised  by  pelvic  pains,  diiefly 
recurring  during  the  catamenial  periods,  that  these 
pains  have  b^to  felt  to  extend  to  the  sacrum,  round  the 
ilia,  and  down  the  thighs,  and  that  they  have  not  been 
accompanied  by  any  permanent  tenderness  or  soreness 
on  pressure,*  either  over  the  pubes  or  at  the  neck  of  the 
uterus,  except  in  those  instances  where  some  degree  of 
hypersemia  was  considered  to  be  the  cause. 

With  the  exception  of  the  one  patient  above  alladed 
to,  none  of  them  required  any  mechanical  interference 
with  the  OS  or  cervix  uteri.  Only  in  a  limited  number 
were  leeches  required  to  the  vulva,  and  the  far  greater- 
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i^roportioii  of  them'.recoYered  under  sedatlTes  and 
•tonics;  the  latter  being  steel  and  quinine,  and  the 
former  consisting  of  belladonna  locally  applied,  with 
•ooniom,  morphia,  or  aconite  internally — the  latter, 
undoubtedly,  the  most  efficacious.  The  constitutional 
-condition  of  ANiSifiA  is  not  an  unfrequent  cause  of 
this  hysterical  spasm ;  but,  as  that  is  a  blood  affection, 
its  consideration  will  be  for  the  present  deferred. 

Htpb&smia  is  always  one  of  the  chief  sources  of 
^derangement  of  function,  both  locally  and  generally, 
•and  is  a  very  common  occurrence  indeed  in  the  organs 
of  which  we  are  now  speaking.  It  may  be  arterial  or 
acute,  giving  rise  to  positive  inflammation ;  or  it  may 
bo  venous  and  capiHary^  inducing  a  subacute  action  or 
passive  congestion,  the  latter  being,  by  far,  the  more 
•common  of  the  two  states.  The  causes  may  be  either 
•a  primary  irritability  of  the  parts,  or  the  presence  of 
local  irritants  or  obstruction  to  the  local  circulation. 
The  aouter  form  of  the  disease  will  be  unmistakeable  as 
to  its  character,  though  the  locality  .may  not  be  so 
^readily  diagnosticated  by  the  inezperienoed  observer. 
There  will  be  severe  pain  in  the  parts,  whetlier  they  be 
the  ovaries  or  the  uterus.  The  pain  will  be  increased 
■under  pressure,  and  the  constitutional  excitement  will 
be  considerable,  and  more  apt  to  be  accompanied  with 
nervousness  and  hysteria,  than  when  the  bowels  or 
•l>ladder  are  affected.  If  the  disease  be  in  the  ovary, 
the  pain  will  be  referred  to  that  quarter;  and  some 
degree  of  heat,  and  perhaps  swelling,  may  be  discovered, 
if  not  through  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen,  yet  through 
the  vagina  or  rectum.  The  pain  will  be  deeper  seated 
than  if  the  gut  were  diseased,  and  will  also  extend  more 
•deeply  into  the  back.  If  the  uterus  be  affected,  the 
pain  will  be  over  the  pubis,  and  at  the  lowest  part  of 
the  sacrum ;  and  it  will  not  only  be  increased  by  pres- 
sure in  front,  but  by  the  gentlest  motion  given  to  the 
cervix  by  the  finger,  which  will  also  feel  the  vagina 
very  hot  and  dry.  The  stools,  from  the  swelling  of  the 
«rgan,  may  be  flattened,  and  will  be  passed  with  pain ; 
and  yon  will  readily  discriminate  the  disease  from 
inflammation  of  the  bladder,  by  the  state  of  the  re- 
aative  discharges,  and  by  the  tenderness  being  less 
superficial.  The  symptoms  of  the  chronic  or  passive 
fonns  of  this  malady,  will  be  altogether  the  same  cs 
those  of  the  acute,  excepting  that  they  will  be  less  in 
d^ree,  more  dull  and  obscure,  less  apparent,  or  perhaps 
not  at  all  apparent,  except  upon  a  careful  exami- 
nation. Thus  the  pains  may  be  so  distressing  round  the 
sacrum,  the  ilia,  and  down  the  thighs,  that  the  woman 
herself  at  once  reports  them  to  you,  as  well  as  her 
.profuse,  or  lessened,  or  suppressed  catameuia,  or  her 
red  or  white  discharges  per  vaginam.  Here  there  will 
be  little  difficulty  in  the  recognition  of  a  •chronic 
ovaritis  or  metritis,  of  which  the  leucorrhoeal  discharge 
is  a  constant  acc&mpaniment ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  symptoms  may  be  such  as  to  give  but  a  faint  indi- 
cation of  what  is  going  on,  in  fact,  they  may  be  more 
felt  in  the  stomach*  and  in  the  general  constitution, 
than  in  the  part  primarily  affected,  and  hence  the 
necessity  of  diligently  inquiring  into  the  condition  of 
jthe  ovaries  and  uterus,  whenever  you  find  a  woman 


complaining  of  a  dyspepsia  more  obstinate  than  usua^» 
or  of  a  languor  and  debility,  and  general  uneasiness  not 
otherwise  to  be  accounted  for.  In  such  a  case  you 
might  go  on  treating  the  digestives,  and  the  constitution 
at  large,  in  vain,  for  any  length  of  time,  unless  you 
addressed  yourself  to  relieve  the  turgidity  of  those 
organs.  Accordingly,  upon  due  examination,  you  may 
find  that  there  is  dull  pain,  under  deep  and  soft  pres- 
sure, over  the  groins  or  pubes.  You  may  also  find 
some  degree  of  leucorrhoeal  discharge,  and  a  greater  or 
lesser  amount  of  tenderness  or  uneasiness  upon  moving 
the  cervix  uteri  with  the  point  of  the  finger.  It  must 
be  thoroughly  understood,  however,  that  aU  these 
operations  should  be  particidarly  delicate  and  gentle ; 
for  any  rough  fellow  might  otherwise  manufacture  all 
the  features  of  a  disease  by  dint  of  sufficient  poking  and 
Jerking.  The  existence  of  leucorrhoea,  as  one  of  the 
earliest  appreciable  symptoms  of  the  disease,  shou^l 
always  bo  inquired  into  in  female  cases ;  and,  if  such 
symptom  should  not  readily  yield  to  the  common 
astringent  applications,  then  a  more  precise  examination 
should  be  made,  for  it  is  then  pretty  sure  to  be 
dependent  on  a  turgid  state  of  the  uterus  or  ovary,  and 
not  upon  a  mere  vaginal  catarrh.  The  disease  most 
commonly  exists  at  the  os  and  cervix  uteri,  which,  from 
its  turgid  condition,  does  undoubtedly  produce  a  nar- 
rowing of  the  orifice,  though  not  of  a  truly  organic 
character,  and  hence  the  occasional  obstruction  to  the 
catamenial  flow,  which  would  certainly  never  be  removed 
by  attempted  physical  dilatation,  but  rather  increased. 
In  the  early  stage  there  will  be  a  full,  soft,  velvety  feel 
around  the  os,  and  this  may  further  lead,  under 
Impressions  from  foreign  bodies,  to  desquamation, 
i^brasion,  or  so-called  ulceration  of  the  epithelium. 
But  the  action  may  extend  more  deeply,  and  induce 
exudations  of  a  more  permanent  kind,  in  the  cellular 
tissues  beneath,  which,  by  their  consolidation,  may 
form  an  indurated  mass,  which,  if  neglected,  may  end 
in  scirrhus,  and  ultimately,  cancer.  It  is  this  con- 
sideration which  constitutes  the  great  necessity  for  a 
proper  examination  at  the  early  stage  of  the  complaint, 
in  order  that  such  terrible  contingencies  may  be  warded 
off.  In  some  of  the  more  serious  manifestations  of  the 
disease,  as  exhibited  in  old  indurations,  cauliflower 
excrescences,  and  corroding  ulcers,  difficulties  will 
sometimes  arise  in  discriminating  these  from  scirrhus  or 
open  cancer ;  but  I  shall  enter  into  these  questions  in 
my  next  lecture,  when  I  shall  also  speak  of  polypus, 
prolapsus,  and  ovarian  dropsy.  In  the  mean,  time  I  shall 
merely  indicate  the  treatment  of  ovarian  and  uterine 
hypersemia. 

First  of  all,  it  is  desirable  that  leeches  should  be 
applied,  and  these  should  be  proportioned  to  the 
strength  of  the  patient,  and  the  degree  of  the  disease. 
We  are  not  to  be  deterred  from  this  course  by  the 
presence  of  any  nffenorrhagia  or  uterine  haemorrhage, 
for  that  frequently  depends  upon  an  engorged  state  of 
the  vessels,  and  ceases  as  soon  as  such  engorgement  is 
relieved,  as  wUl  be  illustrated  to  you.  in  due  4ime  by 
sundry  cases.  The  next  step  of  the  curative  proces  will 
consist  in  the  application  of  blisters  either  over  the 
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flacnim,  pabes,  or  groins,  according  to  the  seat  of  pain, 
and  they  must  be  of  a  size  and  frequency  to  meet  the 
particular  emergency ;  at  the  same  time,  if  the  action 
be  severe,  mercury  may  be  required,  either  exhibited 
internally,  or  applied  by  poultice  or  friction  ovcr*the 
morbid  part.  Along  wi(h  these  appliances,  sedatives 
may  require  to  be  employed,  such  as  morphia  or  aconite 
internally,  or  the  belladonna  plaster  externally,  following 
the  blisters.  If  the  nausea,  or  other  dyspeptic  symp- 
toms be  urgent,  draughts  of  columba  will  be  advisaMe, 
in  conjunction  with  soda  or  magnesia,  and  hydrocyanic 
acid.  When  the  symptoms  of  engorgement  are  subdued, 
local  astringents  may  then  be  used,,  with  good  effect, 
but  not  before;  and  if  dedded  ulceration  exist,  of  an 
indolent  character^  such  as  cannot  be  subdued  by  the 
above  means,  nitrate  of  silver  may  be  necessary,  though 
1  would  wish  to  convey  to  you  that,  under  the  condition 
of  much  vascular  turgescence,  such  applications  as 
those  of  the  speculum  and  nitrate  of  sUver,  are  only 
likely  to  increase  the  mischief,  and  are  not  desirable 
till  the  vascular  action  and  ulceration  have  assumed  a 
iluggish  and  indolent  form.  If  any  very  solid  indura- 
tions exist,  the  potassa  fusa  may  also  be  of  great  use, 
but  I  shall  treat  of  that  when  we  meet  again.  Let  me 
only  now  conclude  by  observing,  that  all  such  inquiries 
and  appliances  are  to  be  carried  on  with  the  greatest 
delicacy  and  regard  to  the  patient's  feelings,  to  whatever 
rank  of  life  they  may  belong,  but  that  they  are  not  to 
be  prefaced  by  foolish  apologies,  or  by  formally  asking 
permission  to  do  this  or  that.  All  examinations  of  the 
kind,  when  instituted  by  judicious  men  of  a  proper  age, 
are  entered  upon  as  a  mere  matter-of-course  duty,  the 
same  as  in  obstetric  practice.  The  woman  knowing 
her  sufferings,  and  having  confidence  in  her  attendant, 
complies  with  what  is  requisite  in  silence;  but  any 
unnecessary  apologistic  requests  will  only  cover  her  with 
a  sense  of  shame,  and  expose  you  to  ridicule,  and,  ten 
to  one,  end  in  a  reftisal.  Thetact,  required,  however, 
in  such  matters,  is  perhaps  natural,  and  not  to  be 
acquired,  for  good  feelings  will  produce  good  manners — 
good  beyond  all  the  artifices  of  studied  refinement. 


OK  THE 

DIAGNOSIS  OF  CHRONIC  OVAEIAN 
TUMOURS. 

By    E.  J.  TILT,    M.D., 

8«mhr  Pkg$ieUM  io   tkt  Farriugim  Oeuerttl  Diaptntaiy   and  Lpiuff-iu 
CkmrUf,  oMd  to  tkt  FaMiugt»%  rre*  Difptnavrf  ft  DUttm$  «^W*mn 

"Hfdxopc  orarioram  nt  plorimum  itcrilet  unoutque  mnlieres  oecupat 
JUBealtar  oogBieitw  ct  m  tine  wetio  eadwere.*'— AmtAmw  fJpL 

<»)  CjfsU  qf  the  Liver  have  been  mistaken  for  Ovarian 
Cysts. 

NuMSAOus  cases  of  this  description  might  be  re- 
corded. Mr.  Harvey,  (Laneeif  1849,  p.  183,)  has 
drawn  attention  to  a  case  of  cyst  of  the  liver,  which 
was  oonaidered  ovarian.    An  amber-coloured  fluid  was 


withdrawn,  and  extirpation  was  contemplated,  when 
inflammation  set  in,  and  the  patient  died.  On  opemng 
the  body,  the  cyst  contained  pus.  In  this  case  there 
was  no  jaundice,  as  sometimes  occurs,  to  hdp  tiie 
diagnosis.  We  know  of  several  similar  cases.  In  one, 
of  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  with  extensive  ascitic  effnsioii, 
the  abdominal  swelling  was  so  far  considered  ovarian  by 
one  of  the  ovariotomists,  who  prides  himself  the  most 
on  the  accuracy  of  his  diagnosis,  that  he  wanted  to 
extirpate  the  tumour.  Thus  an  ovarian  tumour  does 
sometimes  assume  varieties  of  form,  sufficient  to 
deceive  the  most  experienced.  An  instance  of  this 
came  very  lately  to  our  knowledge,  where  several  who 
were  consulted,  denied  altogether  the  otarian  origin  of 
the  tumour,  attributing  it  to  the  liver,  tboagh,  after 
death,  it  was  proved  to  depend  upon  the  ovary. 

How  to  avoid  such  errors, — It  will  not  be  difficult  i» 
do  so  before  the  tumour  has  attained  to  a  great  taxe. 
It  will  be  fbund  descending  from  above  downwards; 
and  the  paio,  if  any,  is  referred  to  the  hypocfaondiia, 
and  not  to  the  ovarian  region,  but  sometimes  there  is 
no,  or  but  little  pain,  in  the  beginning  of  sttcb  cysts; 
and  we  are  seldom  implied  to  before  the  diagaoos  ii 
complicated  by  their  increased  size.  Then  tlie  patfent 
may  help  us  by  affirming  whether  she  previoodf 
sufiflBred  pain  in  the  hypochondriac  region,  whether  the 
tumour  began  in  the  side,  whether  jaundiee  had  been 
one  of  the  incidents  in  the  patient's  history.  A  cyst  in 
the  liver  may  be  inferred  by  the  distinct  perception  of 
the  Jremissement  indicating  hydatid  bodies  which  arft 
much  more  frequent  in  the  liver  than  in  the  ovary.  In 
cases  of  insurmountable  difficulty,  when  tlie  patient  has 
not  had  jaundice,  and  is  too  dull  to  help  ooe  to 
unravel  the  intricacies  of  her  case,  the  deoisioii  must 
be  deferred.  It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  nuBd* 
that  hydatid  cysts,  (if  left  to  themsdvas,}  si«  m 
in  general  fatal  long  before  the  twnonr  has  attaiaad 
anything  like  the  enormous  siae  other  encysted  timoait 
are  capable  of.  The  displacement  of  the  liver  has  beea 
noticed  in  some  rare  instances,  and  saight  at  fiiat  sight 
be  considered  a  morbid  tomonr  in  both  sexes,  or  wm 
ovarian  tumonr  in  women,  bat  it  oonld  not  be  diqdaeei 
without  its  absence  from  the  right  hypochondrivmbeisg 
made  visible  by  the  depression  of  the  abdominal  walls. 

(0)  Cysts  ^f  the  Sftken  may  bs  miatdkem  fbr  OvoHm 

TaCMOIIfV. 

Case, — I  have  seen,  says  M.  Tavignot,  (JoMnmidm 
Connaissanees  Med,  Chir,,)  a  fibrous  tamoor  of  tha 
spleen,  thirty-five  centimetres  in  length,  extending  te 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  which  was  taken  to  be  aK 
ovarian  cyst.  The  tumour  was  evidenflj  flnctnaCily, 
still  on  being  punctured  not  a  drop  of  liquid  escaped. 
On  opening  the  body  Uie  cyst  was  fonnd  fidl  eC 
hydatids  of  all  sizes. 

Remarks.'-We  know  so  little  about  the  lunctiona  of 
the  spleen,  (and  such  cysts  are  so  very  rare,)  tliat 
whenever  a  similar  instance  occur,  it  will  donbdess  be 
similarly  mistaken.  One  great  advantage  of  tlie  plan  va 
have  proposed  for  the  cure  of  ovarian  dropsy,  (treatiqg 
it  by  the  application  of  potass,  fus  c.  caloe,)  is,  that  in. 
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«ase  of  an  error  of  diatoms,  the  treatment  applies 
equally  well  to  the  care  of  hydatid  cysts  of  the  liver 
and  of  the  spleen.  The  case  just  related  was  most 
laTonrable  for  that  plan  of  treatment.  The  hydatids 
might  have  been  evacuated,  the  mother  membrane 
peeled  off,  and  a  cure  effected,  as  in  nnmerous  cases  of 
hydatid  cysts  of  the  liver  so  treated,  first  by  M. 
Recanyer,  and  afterwards  by  many  oth^,  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  There  are  several  well-authenticated 
instances  of  the  enlarged  spleen  descending  into  the 
abdomen ;  and  as  its  absence,  unlikp  that  of  the  liver, 
would  not  be  immediately  missed,  there  would  be  nothing 
to  indicate  the  nature  of  the  tumour,  while  if  it  occurred 
in  a  woman,  as  it  most  frequently  does,  this  solid 
tumour,  surrounded  by  mtestines  unconnected  with  the 
womb,  might  be  thought  ovarian,  and  with  difficulty 
shown  to  be  otherwise.  Riolan  saw  four  cases  of  the 
enlarged  spleen,  descending  in  the  hypogastric  region, 
and  in  two  the  spleen  so  adhered  to  the  womb  that  it 
could  not  be  removed  from  the  dead  body.  Morgagni 
has  published  a  similar  instance  observed  by  Maufredi; 
the  spleen  weighed  three  pounds,  and  was  six  inches 
square.  In  the  case  of  Madame  de  Pozzi,  the  spleen 
for  twenty-four  years  had  occupied  the  hypogastric 
region^  and  the  woman  was  safely  delivered  of  three 
diildren.  The  disease  has  been  taken  for  pregnancy, 
(Drelincourt.)  Morgagni  says  he  has  only  read  of  ten 
eases — six  in  women,  two  in  men,  and  two  not  stated. 
They  were  in  general  painless. 

(p)  Encytted    Tumours   of  the  Periioneum    may  be 
mistaken  for  Ovarian  Tumours, 

Notwithstanding  the  assertions  of  B.  Bell,  (in  his 
<'  Surgical  Lectures,")  of  Chopart  and  Desault,  {Traits 
des  Maladies  Chirurgicales^  Vol.  2,  p.  348,)  of  Boyer, 
Traits  des  Malaxes  Chimrgieaks,  Vol.  8,  p.  346,)  of 
Brichctcau,  (Art.  "Kyste  du  Die,"  en  60  Vol.,) 
encysted  tumours  of  the  peritoneum  are  very  uncommon, 
otherwise  these  authors  would  have  been  able  to  describe 
the  complaint.  In  the  absence  of  such  description,  we 
shall  condense  a  case,  which  well  illustrates  this  singular 
disease;  it  was  published  by  M.  Pano,  (Union  Med., 
Vol.  8,  No.  106.) 

One.— Claude  Blin,  aged  48,  entered  the  H6pital  du 
bon  Secours,  December  18,  1846.  He  stated  that 
until  the  previous  April  he  had  enjoyed  good  health, 
bnt  then  he  felt  a  small  tumour  in  the  left  hypochon- 
drium,  when,  as  it  increased  in  size,  he  entered  for  a 
short  time  in  July,  the  Hopital  St.  Louis.  Here  he 
Tomited  bile  several  times^  the  tumour  increased  until  the 
I>ecember  above  named,  when  the  circumference  of  the 
abdomen  just  above  the  umbilicus  measured  eighiy-six 
ceniimetreSf  the  abdomen  being  distended  by  a  tumour, 
which  formed  a  more  considerable  swelling  on  the  left 
side.  The  tumour  was  irregularly  round,  and  was  dull 
on  percussion  on  the  left  side,  as  high  as  eight  centi- 
metres above  the  crest  of  the  ilium,  and  in  the  whole 
of  the  left  iliac  fossa.  When  grasped  with  both  hands 
it  gave  an  obscure  sensation  of  fluctuation,  and  in  some 
points,  more  particularly  at  the  epigastrium,  a  crackling 


sound.  Dr.  Moneret,  in  whose  wards  the  patient  was 
placed,  determined  to  open  the  cyst  by  potassa  fusa, 
and  between  the  25th  of  January  and  the  23rd  of 
February,  eight  applications  were  made.  The  adhesions 
of  the  cyst  to  the  abdominal  walls  being  deemed 
sufficient,  M.  Denonvilhier  plunged  a  trocar  into  the 
eschar,  and  withdrew  about  twelve  pints  of  an  albumi- 
nous liquid,  like  co£fee-grounds.  An  oval  tumour 
CQuld  then  be  felt,  its  longest  diameter  inclining  from 
the  left  hypochondrinm  to  the  right  inguinal  r^on. 
The  following  days  the  pulse  rose.  A  mixture  of  foetid 
pus  and  gas  came  out  on  pressing  the  cyst. 

March  8th. — Barley  water  was  injected,  and  repeated 
daily  into  the  cyst,  with  good  effect.  The  patient  was 
able  to  get  abeut^  and  could  take  half  his  portion  of 
food. 

April  23rd,  and  following  days. — Injections  were 
made  with  wine,  or  weak  brandy  and  water,  to  effect 
inflammatory  .adhesion  of  the  sac.  This  did  not  give 
pain  or  fever  to  the  patient. 

27th. — The  female  sound  did  not  penetrate  easily. 
Efforts  were  made  to  pass  it,  and  when  tepid  water  was 
ii\jccted,  the  patient  felt  excruciating  pain,  and  the 
liquid  did  not  return,  as  usual,  by  the  sound.  The 
patient  died  at  midnight,  after  symptoms  of  acute 
peritonitis,  which  nothing  could  alleviate. 

Post-mortem  examination  tUrty-four  hours  qfler 
death, — The  pelvis  contained  a  considerable  portion  of 
a  sero-sanguinolent  liquid,  in  which  false  membranes 
floated;  the  intestinal  circumvolutions  had  an  amar- 
anthine colour,  and  patches  of  purulent  matter  were 
deposited  where  the  injection  was  greatest.  To  the  left 
of  ^he  abdomen  the  gastro-coUc  epiploon  was  lined  by 
a  red  flesh-like  substance,  which  extended  to  the  adhe- 
sions formed  all  round  the  fistulous  opening,  and  on 
passing  the  sound  through  the  fistula,  it  be^me  evident 
that  the  cyst  had  been  ruptured  during  the  patient's 
lifetime ;  all  round  the  orifice  of  the  fistula  were  solid 
adhesions,  of  about  the  size  of  a  shilling,  formed  by 
the  peritoneum,  so  thick  as  to  look  fibrous.  The  cyst 
was  large  enough  to  contain  a  man's  fist,  and  was  formed 
in  the  smaller  cavity  of  the  peritoneum ;  it  vras  limited 
above  and  in  front  by  the  stomach  and  the  transverse 
colon,  laterally  by  the  spleen  and  the  descending  portion 
of  the  colon,  below  by  the  great  epiploon,  and  poste- 
riorly by  the  vertebral  column.  Th&'cyst  itself  was 
not  cancerous,  but  of  a  cellular  structure,  and  of  con- 
siderable thickness ;  it  was  lined  by  a  dark  membrane, 
contained  fragments  of  the  same  colour,  and  exhaled  a 
foetid-odour.  The  other  organs  presented  nothing 
unusual. 

Jtemorifcf.— The  form  of  the  abdomen  would  have 
excluded  all  thoughts  of  ascites.  The  manner  in  which 
this  tumour,  notwithstanding  its  growth,  left  unimpeded 
all  the  functions  of  the  body,  might  perhaps  have  pre- 
vented its  being  considered  to  be  connected  with  the 
liver  or  the  kidney,  bnt  certainly  if  it  had  occurred  in 
a  woman,  it  would  have  been  set  down  as  ovarian.  The 
uterine  sound  is  our  only  means  of  distinguishing  such 
a  tumour  from  an  ovarian,  and  that  not  by  positive 
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information  but  by  negatiye  signs.  ''I  bave  fonnd, 
(says  Dr.  Simpson)  howeyer,  advantage  from  tbe  nega- 
tive information  given  in  otber  ways  by  tbe  boogie^ 
even  when  the  tamoor  was  abdominal  in  its  seat.  An 
example  will  best  illustrate  my  meaning.  In  a  case 
sent  to  Edinburgh  a  few  months  ago,  for  the  purpose 
of  having  some  opium  given  in  regard  to  its  nature,  an 
immense  abdominal  swelling  that  was  present,  and 
which  had  been  supposed  by  some  medical  gentlemen 
who  had  seen  the  patient  to  be  ovarian,  was  shewn  not 
to  be  so  by  sufficient  evidence  of  the  following  nature. 
The  uterus  was  displaced  obliquely  backwards,  and  the 
fundus  of  the  bladder  was  displaced  to  the  right  iliac 
region  by  the  abdominal  enlargement,  circumstances 
which  were  easily  ascertained  by  introducing  the  uterine 
sound  into  the  cavities  of  both  these  organs.  Further, 
the  uterus,  although  displaced,  was  quite  moveable,  and 
when  its  fundus  was  turned  by  the  bougie  towards  tbe 
Bite  of  either  ovary,  the  abdominal  tumour  lifted  up 
as  high  as  possible  towards  the  epigastrium.  No 
obstruction  was  met  with,  nor  was  this  great  change 
upwards  in  the  direction  of  the  tumour  found  to  produce 
any  dragging  effects  upon  the  uterus^  as  held  by  the 
bougie  or  its  connections,  effects  which,  unless  under 
the  improbable  supposition  of  a  pedicle  several  inches 
long  would  have  inevitably  occurred  if  the  diseased 
mass  had  originated  in,  or  was  connected  with,  the 
ovaries  or  uterine  appendages.  So  far  the  evidence 
ifras. negative,  but  so  tw  important.  I  may  add,  that 
other  characters  of  a  more  positive  nature, — the  history, 
the  particular  form,  and  consistence  of  the  tumour,  its 
position  in  point  of  substance  as  ascertained  by  per- 
cussion, &c.,  seemed  to  show,  seemg  that  it  was  not 
ovarian,  to  be  in  all  probability  one  of  those  hydatigenous 
tumours  that  sometimes  form  in  the  tissue  of  the 
omentum,  and  whose  physical  symptoms  during  life  in 
many  respects  correspond  with  those  of  ovarian  dropsy.'' 

(4)  Can  a  Lumbar  Abscess  be  mistaken  for  an  Ovarian 
Tumour? 

We  know  of  no  case  of  this  mistake,  but  when  on 
the  one  band  we  reflect  on  the  obscurity  and  size  of 
some  of  these  abscesses,  and  remember  on  the  other, 
that  every  species. of  voluminous  swelling  occurring  in 
woman,  has  been  ascribed  to  ovarian  disease,  we  should 
not  be  surprised  at  the  mistake,  the  more  so  as  the 
swelling  in  both  diseases  generally  occupies  the  peljric 
region;  but  when  these  large  collections  of  pus  are 
the  result  of  caries  of  the  vertebroe,  or  some  other  bone, 
there  is  a  deep-seated  piun  not  met  with  in  ovarian 
dropsy — ^an  inability  to  walk,  a  certain  amount  of 
▼ertebral  deviation  and  of  acute  symptoms  so  well 
Imownj  that  such  a  mistake  cannot  easily  be  made. 

C')  Various  Diseased  States  qf  the  Intestines  may  be 
Mistaken  for  Ovarian  Dropsy, 

It  seems  strange  at  first,  that  a  canal  formed  of  such 
thin  tunics  should  ever  be  able  to  represent  large  ovarian 
tumours,  but  when  we  remember  that  the  canal  may 
be  partially  obstructed,  and  its  tunics  are  susceptible  of 


surprising  distension ;  when  we  reflect  how  beautifoDy^ 
their  great  length  is  suspended  around  tiie  small  area 
of  the  mesentery,  so  that  each  fold  is  perfectly  free,  so 
long  as  its  peritoneal  covering  remains  sound,  but  may 
become  glued  to  the  adjoining  folds  when  the  peritoneum 
is  inflamed  we  are  no  longer  surprised  to  find  that  the 
various  morbid  states  of  the  intestines  haye  often  em- 
barrassed the  most  eminent,  and  led  the  inexperienced 
into  deplorable  errors.  And  here  we  must  recal  to  the 
readers's  recollection  that  the  tumour  may  cap  itself 
with  the  intestine,  and  on  making  a  rectal  examination, 
the  walls  of  the  rectum  were  felt  so  strongly  prssed 
together,  that  the  first  impression  is,  that  the  tumour 
is  intestinal,  so  much  does  it  seem  to  rise  from  the 
intestinal  surface. 

(•)   Tympanitic  Distenrions  of  the  Intestinal  Canal  Aave 
beenmistakenfor  Ovarian  T\tmours, 

By  referring  to  Dr.  Atlee's  table  the  reader  will  find 
that  in  six  cases  this  strange  mistake  has  subjected  tbt 
patient  to  the  operation  of  gastrotomy,  and  the  operator 
to  the  annoying  reflection  of  having  made  an  egr^ous 
blunder.  Mr.  S.  Lee  says: — "I  have  been  lately 
consulted  by  two  patients  who  supposed,  and  who  had 
been  told,,that  they  were  labouring  under  dropsy.  At 
first  one  was  thought  to  be  pregnant,  but  latterly  drop^ 
sical.  She  certainly  presented  a  peculiar  appearance. 
The  abdomen  was  very  much  distended,  almost  to  the 
size  of  the  full  period  of  gestation,  and  her  gait  was  thaS 
of  a  pregant  woman.  On  examination,  however,  the  uteni» 
was  found  to  be  he^^y,  the  abdomen  greatly  tympanitie. 
This  tympanitis  has  now  entirely  disappeared,  and  the 
patient  is  as  small  as  ever  she  was."  Dr.  Corfe  also 
mentions  having  seen  repeated  instances  of  meteorismua 
simulating  pregnancy,  disappear  after  marriage  and 
childbearing.  When  the  accumulation  of  air  gives  ritt 
to  such  an  error  of  diagnosis,  it  is  generally  also  accom- 
panied by  some  temporary  accumulation  of  fseoes,  or 
by  an  accumulation  of  fat  in  the  mesentery  and  abdomi- 
nal walls.  Hysterical  persons  arc  most  subject  to  it. 
The  tympanitis  may  not  necessarily  be  intestinal,  for  if 
the  case  of  M.  Josat,  ('<  These  de  la  Tympanite, 
1840,'')  be  not  an  example  of  idiopathic  peritoneal 
tympanites,  in  the  rigorous  expression  of  the  term,  it 
leaves  no  doubt  as  to  the  possibility  of  tho  productioii 
of  gases  in  the  peritoneal  cavity  from  decomposition  of 
substances  effused  in  its  cavity.  Other  cases  are  scarcely 
to  be  depended  upon,  for  in  the  best  authenticated^ 
such  as  those  mentioned  by  Combalusier,  a  mass 
of  hydatids  was  present  in  tlie  peritoneal  cavity ;  and 
that  related  by  Dusseanx  (''An.  Jour,  de  Med.  Chir. 
and  Phar.,  torn,  li.,  p.  308,  14,  anno  1779)  leaves  one 
in  doubt  of  the  seat  of  the  pneumatose,  whether  the 
intestines  or  the  peritoneum ;  but  whether  in  the  one 
or  the  other  is  a  mere  object  of  scientific  precision,  £ar 
its  diagnosis  with  ovarian  tumours  is  equally  easy. 

How  can  this  error  be  prevented  ? — Resonance  oa 
IKrcussion  may  be  considered  almost  an  in£sUiUe 
sign  because  it  is  only  in  very  rare  and  erident 
cases  of  ovarian  disease,  that  air  is  introduced  into 
or  generated  in  an  ovarian  cyst.     But  in   tbe  re^ 
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corded  instaDces  of  tympanites  beiog  mistaken  for 
ovarian  tumours,  the  practitioner  was  aware  of  the 
evidence  of  tympanites,  but  he  believed  that  in  addition 
to  the  distension  of  the  intestines  by  air  there  was 
also  some  morbid  tumour  to  produce  ^n  extensive 
abdominal  swelling.  Before  examination  therefore,  it 
is  very  important  to  empty  the  bowels  by  a  brisk  pur- 
gative, to  give  the  patient  a  thorough  cleansing  out  and 
flushing  by  Dr.  Bums's  injection  tube,  for  diarrhoea 
may  coexist  with  stercoral  tumours;  the  liquid  faeces 
have  been  known  to  pass  through  a  tunnel  made  in  the 
solid  foecal  tumour,  or  else  between  the  tumours  and 
the  mucous  membrane  of/  the  intestine.  A  course  of 
tonic  medicine  should  be  given  to  correct  that  state  of 
the  mucous  membrane  which  causes  the  stomach  to 
generate  wind ;  ten  grains  of  inspissated  ox  gall,  given 
every  night,  has  been  known  to  produce  the  desired 
effect,  and  an  abdominal  bandage  will  also  help  the 
effects  of  medicine.  If  the  patient  be  repeatedly  ex- 
amined during  this  course  of  treatment,  all  oppor- 
tunity of  mistake  will  be  avoided.  In  the  same  way  we 
have  seen  a  supposed  case  of  ovarian  dropsy  cured  by 
repeated  doses  of  castor  oil.  Valsalva  and  some  other 
writers  hove  seen  the  stomach  so  enkirged  and  distended 
as  to  come  down  within  a  short  space  of  the  pubes, 
but  this  could  not  lead  to  any  error  of  diagnosis,  for 
the  variability  of  the  dimensions  of  the  tumour,  its  dull 
sound  after  repletion,  and  the  extent  of  tympanitic 
sound  when  the  stomach  is  without  food,  must  prevent 
any  mistake. 

( t )  Cancer otts  and  other  Tumours  of  the  Intestines  might 
be  mistaken/or  Ovarian  Tumour, 

Thus  Mnnro  (secundns)  removed  from  the  colon  of 
a  woman  an  intestinal  concretion  weighing  four  pounds, 
and  similar  cases  have  been  met  with.  Cancerous 
tumours  of  the  intestines  are  unfortunately  still  more 
frequent,  and  their  central  position,  and  their  being 
moveable  and  surrounded  by  intestines  may  lead  to  an 
■erroneous  view  of  the  case. 

How  to  avoid  Mistakes, — Tlie  implication  of  the 
intestines  by  such  tumours  gives  rise  almost  always 
to  a  frequency  of  gastro-intestinal  symptoms  which 
are  not  often  met  with  in  ovarian  disease,  vomiting 
or  nausea,  deranged  digestion,  colics,  alternate  con- 
stipation, and  diarrhoea  are  met  with,  and  if  the 
tamour  be  of  long  standing,  other  suspicious  tumours 
may  be  met  with  in  olher  regions,  and  the  patient  may 
likewise  present  the  yellowish  hue  peculiar  to  those 
who  suffer  from  that  constitutional  disease ;  but  in 
some  cases  it  will  still  be  difficult  to  distinguish  the 
.tumour  from  the  hard  irregular  ox'arian  tumour. 

f« )  Ovarian  Tumovrs  have  been  confounded  with  Hernia, 

Case. — A  woman,  72  years  of  age,  known  to  have 
umbilical  hernia,  was  suddenly  taken  with  abdominal 
pain  and  with  frequent  vomiting.  There  was  also  con- 
stipation and  meteorismus,  the  pulse  was  frequent  and 
small,  and  the  features  choleraic.  As  usual,  the  hernial 
tumour    could  not    be  reduced,  but  it  was  soft  and 


without  pain.  Many  of  those  consulted  proposed 
le  debridement f  but  this  was  rejected  by  the  majority. 
The  next  day  the  patient  died,  and  on  opening  the  body 
M.  Goyrand  found  that  she  had  died  of  acute  perito- 
nitis, caused  by  the  rupture  of  an  ovarian  cyst,  and  the 
effusion  of  its  contents  into]  the  peritoneal  cavity. 
("Vidal  Patho.  Ext.,  torn,  iv.,  p.  580.)  We  have 
already  related  a  still  more  interesting  case,  wherein  a 
prolongation  of  the  ovarian  cyst  descended  into  the 
crural  space,  and  wherein  alarming  symptoms  of 
intestinal  obstruction  would  have  justified  the  operation 
for  hernia.  Such  case,  by  the  peculiarity  of  the 
symptoms  as  well  as  by  their  extreme  rarity,  must 
always  puzzle  the  most  intelligent. 
11,  York  Street,  Portman  Square, 

[To  be  eontinuod.  J 
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JosiAH  Hill,  of  Cope,  near  Bedford,  aged  five  years 
and  a  quarter,  was  recovering  from  typhus,  which  had 
attacked  several  members  of  the  family,  when  a  swelling 
of  the  right  cheek  made  its  appearance,  rapidly  in- 
creasing, and  becoming  red,  hard,  and  shining.  The 
swelling  was  the  most  prominent  and  tense  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  cheek,  opposite  the  lower  jaw ;  and  the 
surrounding  oedema  extended  to  the  nose,  right  eyelids, 
(which  were  closed,)  and  to  the  right  ear.  On  ex- 
amining the  interior  of  the  mouth,  which  was  done 
?rith  some  difficulty,  owing  to  the  swelling,  irregular 
and  jagged  ulceration  of  the  cheek  and  gum  was 
observed,  at  a  point  corresponding  with  the  central 
hardness,  and  covered  with  a  dark-coloured  shreddy 
slough.  On  the  third  day  a  bright  red  spot  appeared 
externally  in  the  centre  of  the  swelling,  which  speedily 
assumed  a  purplish  hue,  and  the  cuticle  became  raised 
by  a  sanious  fluid  underneath.  At  this  period  there 
was  considerable  foetor  of  the  breath,  and  a  flow  of 
offensive  saliva  from  the  mouth.  The  skin  was  hot, 
the  pulse  quick,  thirst  urgent,  and  the  patient  was 
delirious  at  night.  The  central  livid  spot  increased 
rapidly  in  size,  and  on  the  sixth  day  was  larger  than  a 
crownpiece,  circular,  and  with  a  deep-red  colour  of  the 
surface  surrounding  it.  On  the  seventh  day  a  line  of 
demarcation  could  be  detected,  and  a  small  quantity  of 
foetid  discharge  escaped  from  the  slough,  which  gradu-  * 
ally  began  to  separate  at  its  edges.  The  saliva,  which 
had  hitherto  been  pale,  now  became  of  a  dirty-brown 
colour,  and  extremely  foetid,  so  that  the  room  was 
scarcely  tolerable.  The  slough  gradually  loosened,  and 
came  away  on  the  sixteenth  day,  when  a  large  surface 
of  the  inferior  maxillary  bone  was  found  to  be  denuded, 
and  of  a  brownish  colour.  The  surrounding  oedema 
gradually  subsided,  and  the  febrile  symptoms  gave  way 
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to  ihoie  of  extieme  exhaustion.  The  large  opening  | 
through  the  cheek  began  to  contract  in  a  few  dajSi  and 
the  edges  to  look  cleaner,  and  to  be  covered  with 
healthy  gnnnlations.  An  offensive  discharge  continoed 
to  flow  from  the  month,  as  well  as  from  the  opening  in 
the  cheek.  In  five  weeks  from  the  commencement  of 
the  swelling,  the  opening  through  the  cheek  had  con- 
tracted to  the  size  of  a  shilling,  through  which  the 
denuded  bone  was  still  visible.  Soon  after  this  period 
the  ^patient  directed  my  attention  to  a  jagged  edge  of 
bone  within  the  mouth,  which  appeared  just  to  the 
right  of  the  symphysis  of  the  lower  jaw-bone.  The 
right  half  of  the  inferior  maxillary  bone  appeared  to  be 
somewhat  raised  above  its  natural  level,  but  was  not 
very  moveable.  This  jagged  edge  of  bone  became  more 
prominent,  and  somewhat  looser,  from  day  to  day ;  it 
caused  some  inconvenience  to  the  tongue,  prevented 
him  from  closing  bis  mouth,  and  it  was  with  some 
difficulty  that  he  could  be  fed  with  a  teaspoon.  In 
eight  weeks  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease  it 
was  sufficiently  loose  to  enable  me  to  extract  the  entire 
piece  of  bone.  After  the  separation  of  the  bone,  the 
opening  through  the  cheek  gradually  contracted  in  size, 
and  cicatrized,  leaving  a  deep  depression,  capable  of 
admitting  the  end  of  a  finger.  The  necrosed  portion  of 
bono  is  nearly  two  inches  in  length,  and  consists  of  so 
much  of  the  body  of  the  inferior  maxillary  bone  as 
contained  five  of  the  temporary  teeth  on  the  right  side. 
Two  of  the  permanent  teeth,  (the  canine  and  first 
molar,)  may  be  observed,  just  projecting  into  the 
sockets  of  the  temporary  teeth.  The  necrosed  portion 
separated  from  the  living  bone  anteriorly,  just  external 
to  the  central  incisor  tooth,  and  posteriorly  immediately 
behind  the  last  temporary  molar  tooth,  and  in  front  of 
the  ramus  of  the  jaw. 

The  treatment  pursued  was  the  assiduous  application 
of  warm  fomentations  in  the  first  instance,  and,  on  the 
appearance  of  the  gangrenous  spot,  of  carrot  poultices. 
After  the  separation  of  the  slough,  weak  sulphate  of 
zinc  lotion  was  kept  applied,  by  means  of  lint,  covered 
with  oiled-silk,  and  the  edges  were  touched  from  time 
to  time  with  the  nitrate  of  silver.  Qaininc,  and  after- 
wards the  carbonate  of  ammonia,  were  administefred 
internally,  and  a  liberal  supply  of  strong  beef-tea, 
mutton,  broth,  and  wine,  was  allowed. 

The  present  appearances  of  the  patient,  (five  years 
after  the  separation  of  bone,)  are  the  following : — 

Externally^  a  deep  cicatrized  depression  is  observed, 
the  site  of  the  original  slough ;  the  angle  of  the  jaw  on 
the  right  side  is  observed  to  be  an  inch  and  a  half 
nearer  the  symphysis  than  on  the  left  side,  which  gives 
that  side  of  the  face  a  somewhat  contracted  and  oblique 
appearance. 

Iniemalliff  on  the  right  side,  only  one  tooth  is  ob- 
served— ^namely,  the  central  incisor,  which  is  somewhat 
below  the  level  of  the  incisor  of  the  left  side ;  the  space 
between  this  and  the  ramus  of  the  jaw  is  occupied  with 
a  narrow  line  of  new  bone,  ^hich  has  been  thrown  out 
between  the  two  points,  and  covered  with  a  mucous 
surface.  Mastication  is  performed  efficiently  on  the 
leftside. 


Remark9.—T\aB  caae  corresponds  with  the  second 
variety  of  cancrum  oris  described  by  Dr.  Cuming  in 
the  fourth  vdume  of  the  "  Dublin  Hospital  Reports/' 
and  is  interesting  in  consequence  of  &e  extent  of  the 
disease,  and  of  the  necrosis  and  separation  of  Bone, 
followed  by  recovery.  Dr.  Cuming  says,  that  in  e^af 
instance  that  he  had  met  with,  this  disease  had  occurred 
when  the  constitution  had  been  debilitated  by  the 
existence  of  previous  and  protracted  disease.  Dr» 
Marshall  Hall  also  states,  in  the  fifteenth  volume  of  the 
Edinburgh  Medical  and  Sfurgical  Journal,  that  in  all 
the  cases  which  had  come  to  his  knowledge,  it  had  been 
preceded  by  fever,  acute  disorder  of  the  digestive  organs* 
typhus,  infiammation  of  the  lungs,  variola,  rubeola,  or 
scarlatina,  and  regards  it  as  a  consequence  of  flie 
exhaustion,  debility,  or  irritation  produced  by  previo«* 
disease. 

In  three  other  cases  which  have  come  under  my 
notice,  two  occurred  after  typhus,  and  one  as  a  sequeh 
of  scarlet  fever.  In  every  case  the  mucous  membrane  , 
was  the  first  attacked,  the  sloughy  ulceration  within  the 
mouth  having  been  observed  before  the  external  gan- 
grenous spot  made  its  appearance,  thus  confirming  the 
views  of  Dr.  Cuming,  and  of  MM.  Rilliet  and  Barthez, 
Baron,  and  Dr.  West,  referred  to  in  the  excellent 
"  Lectures  on  the  Diseases  of  Children"  by  the  last 
author. 

All  the  cases  occurred  at  or  about  the  same  age;  and 
two  of  them  terminated  fiitally  with  low  fever,  diaRfafle»r 
and  exhaustion,  before  any  line  of  separation  of  the 
gangrenous  portion  had  formed.  The  other  case  of 
recovery  was  one  in  which  the  upper  jaw  was  involved 
in  the  disease ;  and  a  portion  of  bone,  containing  a 
primary  mohir  tooth,  eame  away  through  the  nicer  iA 
the  cheek,  leaving  a  permanent  and  unsightly  dcatriasd 
depression. 

In  consequence  of  some  resemblance  of  these  < 
to  the  ulceration  and  infiammation  of  the 
produced  by  mercury,  they  have  frequently  been  at- 
tributed to  the  administration  of  that  drug ;  but  from 
the  number  of  cases  which  have  occurred  where  msccnry 
had  not  been  given,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  &oe 
is  not  necessarily  any  connection  between  the  two,  end 
certainly  this  remedy  had  not  been  used  in  any  fonn 
in  the  cases  under  my  notice.  It  may  be  remaAed, 
that  cancrum  oris  is  confined  to  one  side  of  the  fisce* 
whereas,  from  the  use  of  mercury,  the  gums  of  both 
jaws  are  affected,  as  well  as  on  both  sides.  The  ftetor, 
too,  produced  by  mercury,  is  very  different  fh>m  the 
highly-offensive  and  putrid  odour  of  cancrum  oris— « 
difference  readily  recognised  by  any  one  who  has  noticed 
the  foetor  from  both  causes. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  cancrum  oris  I  h«« 
nothing  more  to  state,  than  that  I  am  inclined  ivUwr 
to  have  recourse  to  fomentations,  poultices,  and  the 
nitrate  of  silver,  than  to  the  strong  acids  which  have 
been  recommended  by  some  practitioners.  Internally 
the  cordial  and  tonic  plan  of  treatment  is  deariy 
indicated. 

Bedford,  September  8,  1852. 
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OVAEY 

TEIMINATINO  IN  RUFTURB  INTO  THB  PBRITONBVM  ANJ> 
DEATH  FROM  FBRITONITIS 

By  WILLIAM  DAVIES,  M.D.,  Bath. 

Jkai  bifan  tka  Btth  mid  Britt^l  Bnmck  ^  tke  JttoeiaOon,  Ottobtr  7. 18^3 


Julia  Rbevbs,  a  proatitate,  21  years  of  age,  was 
brought  to  the  United  Hospital,  on  the  lOtb  of  last 
September,  and  admitted  an  in-patient  under  my  care. 
She  stated  that  she  was  taken  ill  on  the  morning  of  the 
7th  with  severe  pain  in  the  belly,  attended  with  sickness 
and  vomiting.  She  had  rigors,  followed  by  a  hot  skin 
and  great  thirst.  There  bad  been  no  action  on  the 
bowels  sinc6  the  day  before  her  attack — that  is  to  say, 
the  6th.  The  urine  was  very  scanty  and  high-coloured. 
At  the  time  of  her  admission  her  appearance  indicated 
great  suffering  and  distress;  the  countenance  had  a 
pinched  anxious  look,  with  considerable  flashing  of  the 
eheeks ;  the  pulse  was  frequent  and  feeble — 110  to  120 ; 
the  tongue  was  moist,  and  covered  with  a  thick  yellowish 
for;  the  skin  was  cold  and  damp;  the  lower  limbs, 
from  the  knees  downwards,  and  the  hands,  of  an  icy 
coldness ;  the  breathing  was  short,  quick,  and  entirely 
thoracic.  She  lay  on  her  back,  with  the  body  raised, 
and  the  limbs  stretched  out.  The  belly  was  tense, 
tympanitic,  and  not  remarkably  intolerant  of  pressure. 
There  had  been  no  sickness  for  two  days  previous  to 
admission. 

She  was  ordered  half  an  ounce  of  castor  oil  and  five 
•  minims  of  laudanum ;  an  injection  of  thin  gruel,  with 
an  ounce  and  a  half  of  turpentine,  to  be  thrown  up 
two  hours  after  the  oil ;  the  belly  to  be  diligently  steeped 
with  hot  flannels  sprinkled  with  turpentine ;  warmth  to 
be  applied  to  the  extremities,  and  small  quantities  of 
arrowroot  to  be  given  at  short  intervals.  Directfons 
were  given  that  if  the  oU  was  rejected  no  further 
aperient  was  to  be  administered,  but  simply  one  grain 
of  solid  opium  to  be  given  -every  three  hours.  Should 
the  bowels  be  relieved  by  the  oil,  the  opium  was  to  be 
given  immediately  thereafter. 

I  saw  her  again  in  the  evening.  The  bowels  had 
baen  freely  moved  after  the  injection,  and  she  had  taken 
•ae  opiate  pill.  She  expressed  herself  as  feeling 
better;  it  was,  however,  quite  obvious  that  she  was 
worse.  The  countenance  looked  more  pinched  and 
annken ;  the  pulse  was  feeble,  although  some  degree  of 
warmth  had  been  restored  to  the  extremities.  The 
opium,  with  the  turpentine  steeping,  were  ordered  to 
be  continued,  with  tibe  arrowroot.  There  had  been 
no  sickness. 

llth. — She  had  passed  a  tolerably  comfortable  night, 
though  all  the  objective  symptoms  were  more  unfavour- 
able. The  same  treatment  was  continued,  with  the 
addition  of  some  wine,  and  afterwards  brandy,  in  spite 
of  which  she  sunk  gradually  during  this  day  and  the 
next,  and  died  from  asthenia,  death  beginning  at  the 
heart,  on  the  evening  of  the  12th  (Sunday). 


The  body  was  examined  thirty-six  hours  after  death. 
On  laying  open  the  cavity  of  the  belly,  the  usual 
appearances  of  the  most  acute  peritonitis  were  pre- 
sented, gradually  diminishing  in  intensity  from  below 
upwards.  Each  knuckle  of  intestine  was  agglutinated 
to  its  neighbour  by  recently-effused  lymph,  while  the 
great  omentum  was  glued  down  to  the  bowels  by  a 
thick  layer  of  what  looked  like  half-solidified  honey. 
There  were  two  or  three  pints  of  a  puriforra  fluid  with 
a  quantity  of  flaky  lymph  floating  through  it  in  the 
^avity.  On  stripping  the  laryers  of  lymph  off  the 
peritoneal  covering  of  the  bowels,  the  most  intense 
capillary  injection  of 'the  vessels  was  observed.  The 
uterus  and  left  ovary  were  healthy  in  structure,  but  the 
right  ovary  presented  a  ragged  opening,  leading  to  tbe 
irregular  walls  of  an  empty  abscess,  which  had  evacu- 
ated its  contents  into  the  sac  of  the  peritoneum,  and 
which  had,  no  doubt,  been  the  immediate  cause  of  the 
fatal  inflammation  of  that  membrane.  The  organs 
within  the  chest  were  healthy.  The  head  was  not 
examined.* 

IUnmrk8» — Abscess  of  the  ovary  is  a  somewhat  rare 
affection,  and  when  it  does  occur,  nature  is  genendly 
too  wise  and  too  careful  to  allow  such  an  accident  as 
the  one  I  have  detailed  to  happen.  Most  frequently 
the  serous  covering  of  the  ovary  becomes  inflamed 
during  the  progress  of  the  case,  and  adhesion  takes 
place  between  it  and  some  neighbouring  part,  by  which,, 
when  the  abscess  does  burst,  the  pus  is  prevented  from 
making  its  way  into  the  general  peritoneal  cavity. 

As  to  the  diagnosis  in  this  case,  it  was  very  clear  that 
we  had  one  of  two  things  to  deal  with— either  peri- 4 
toneal  inflammation  or  obstruction  of  the  bowels,  most 
likely  ileus.  The  history  of  the  case,  such  as  could  be 
obtained,  rather  pointed  towards  the  latter  conclusion. 
There  had  been  no  action  of  the  bowels  during  four 
days.  The  attack  had  commenced  with  much  pain  and 
vomiting.  When  first  seen  by  me'  there  was  no  re- 
markable tenderness  on  pressure,  while  there  was  great 
distention  of  the  belly.  Under  these  somewhaC  doubtful 
circumstances  the  castor  oil  and  the  enema  were  ordered, 
wikereas,  had  I  been  sure  that  I  had  a  case  of  unmixed 
peritonitis  to  contend  against,  I  should  have  commenced 
the  opium  treatment  at  once,  without  any  attempt  to 
act  on  the  bowels.  Any  form  of  blood-letting  seemed 
out  of  the  question ;  besides  which,  had  there  been 
more  vital  power,  the  period  for  the  a^^tageoos  use^ 
of  that  remedy  liad,  in  a  great  measure,  passed  away, 
as  indeed  had  all  hope  of  a  favourable  termination  ttonk. 
any  kind  of  treatment. 

October,  1852. 


•  The  Qtonu.  with  the  diaoMed  and  hMlthy  wnf  attMhed^  w«» 
eihiUMd  to  the  meeting. 
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THE  DRAFT  MEDICAL  BILL. 

Report  of  the  CoMHirrBE  of  thb  South -Western 
Branch  of  the  Association  on  the  Amend  so 
Draft  Bill. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Soath-Wcstem  Dis- 
trict Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association,  held  in  Exeter  on  the  13th  of  August  last, 
the  amended  Draft  Bill,  ''To  produce  uniformity  of 
Medical  Education  and  Qualification,  and  for  the  Regis- 
tration of  those  Licensed  to  Practise  in  Medicine,"  as 
printed  in  the  Journal  on  the  12  th  May  last,  was  very 
fully  considered;  and  as  many  weighty  objections  to 
this  measure  were  then  entertained,  it  was  resolved 
unanimously  (especially  as  this  Draft  Bill  had  received 
the  general  approval  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation at  Oxford)  to  appoint  Dr.  Pennell,  Dr.  Shapter, 
Mr.  Barnes,  Mr.  James,  Mr.  Delagorde,  and  Mr. 
Pridham,  a  Committee  by  whom  these  objections  should 
b3  duly  set  forth  and  submitted  to  the  Central  Council 
for  its  consideration. 

In  compliance  with  the  above  resolution  the  Com- 
mittee begs  respectfully  to  submit  to  the  Central 
Council  the  following  report. 

That  the  3rd  cUuse  of  the  Draft  Bill  is  deemed 
objectionable,  because  in  the  appointment  of  the  Medi- 
cal Council  for  England  no  adequate  representation  of 
^  the  provincial  medical  practitioners  is  ensured,  since  it 
neither  directs  th^  appointment  of  any  provincial  medical 
practitioners,  nor,  should  such  be  appointed,  (as  per- 
chance  they  might  be  amongst  the  number  to  be  chosen 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  by  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, or  College  of  Surgeons,)  are  the  extraordinary 
expenses,  necessarily  consequent  upon  their  attendance 
at  the  meetings  of  this  body,  provided  for.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  medical  men  practising  in  the  country 
districts  of  England  widely  differing  from  those  of 
medical  men  practising  in  the  metropolis,  renders  it 
essential  to  the  good  government  of  the  profession  at 
large  that  these  former  should,  in  some  sort,  be  repre- 
sented in  the  ruling  body. 

This  clause  is  also  objectionable  from  its  e&tirely 
passing  by  all  consideration  of,  and  representation  by, 
the  Company  of  Apothecaries ;  such  omission  is  neither 
courteous  to  this  Company,  which,  as  the  great  licensing 
body  of  the  country,  has  striven,  and  most  successfully, 
during  many  years,  to  elevate  the  professional  character 
and  social  position  of  the  medical  profession,  nor  just 
to  that  large  body  of  general  practitioners  who  thence 
derive  their  credentials  and  legal  right  to  practice. 

That  the  12th  clause  is  objectionable  from  its  not 
sufficiently  securing  the  monies  to  be  derived  directly 
from  the  whole  mass  of  the  profession ;  these  being,  as 
the  clause  now  stands,  vested  solely  in  the  Council 
instead  of  in  trustees  thereto  specially  appointed,  and 
separate  from  the  Council  and  Examining  Board. 

This  clause  is  also  objectionable  from  its  not  suffi- 


ciently defining  the  duties  of  the  Treasurer,  nor  making 
provision  for  the  periodical  auditbg  and  publishing  oC 
the  accounts  whereby  the  public  may  be  informed  of 
the  monies  received,  whether  by  fees,  or  fines,  and  of 
the  monies,  whether  by  salaries,  or  otherwiae,  ordered 
to  be  paid. 

That  the  14th  clause  is  objectionable,  inasmuch  a«, 
while  (together  vrith  Schedule  B)  it  confers  the  nana 
and  title  of  a  Licentiate  in  M^icine"  and  grants  a 
"  licence  to  practice  medicine**  with  the  express  stale- 
ment  that  the  person  so  designated  and  so  lionised  if 
'*  duly  qualified  to  practise  medidne,"  both  the  tide 
and  the  licence  to  practise  are,  by  subaequent  enw4« 
ments  of  the  Bill,  {vide  c.  xviL  with  Schedule  C,) 
practically  set  aside. 

That  the  15th  clause  is  objectionable,  as  well  from 
its  enforcing  that  of  the  "  four  years"  to  be  applied  to 
the  study  of  medical  and  surgical  science  ''at  least 
three  years  shall  be  passed  in  some  University  oc 
medical  school,*'  as  from  its  omitting  to  direct  pre- 
viously to  the  commencing  of  this  required  collegiate 
education  some  time  or  form  of  studentship,  together 
with  a  matriculation  examination,  whereby  the  posses- 
sion of  a  previous  sufficient  elementary  medical  and 
general  knowledge  may  be  ensured. 

This  clause  is  also  objectionable  from  its  neither 
recognizing  nor  giving  any  special  privilege  to  the 
extensive  means  of  education  afforded  by  provincial 
hospitals,  with  the  exception  of  those  few  to  wlndi 
**  medical  schools"  may  be  attached. 

The  effect  of  the  above  enactment  and  of  these  ( 
sions  cannot  ful  eventually  greatly  to  retard  the  i 
ment  of  sOund  practical  information,  as  well  as  to  be 
prejudicial  to  the  personal  interests  of  the  profession  at 
large.  Medical  education  will  thus  be  Tirtually,  if  not 
actually,  transferred  to  tlie  ''  Universities,"  or  "  medi- 
cal schools,"  to  the  subversion  of  that  excellent  and 
extensive  means  of  practical  medical  instruction  afforded 
by  pupilage  in  provincial  hospitals  and  apprenticeship 
under  private  practitioners,  which  has  so  long  existed, 
and  which  has  mainly  contributed  to  form  the  useful 
and  intelligent  class  of  medical  men  now  practiang 
throughout  the  country.  Doubtless  "  universities"  and 
"medical  schools"  are  most  admirably  adapted  to 
convey  information  in  medical  science,  but  they  moat 
not  be  deemed  the  only  source*}  whence  early  medical 
information  is  to>  be  obtained,  and  if  relied  on  solely,  or 
even  mainly,  will  fail  to  produce  a  useful  and  prac- 
tically instructed  class  of  medical  men,  trained  to  those 
habits  of  business  which  in  the  general  private  practioB 
of  this  country  are  no  less  indispensable  to  the  sncoen 
of  the  practitioner  than  to  the  safety  and  satisfiu:tioii  of 
the  sick  he  has  in  charge. 

There  are  also  otlier  evils  likely  to  proceed  from  the 
exclusively  university  education.  Youth  will  thus,  on 
the  one  hand,  be  too  early  thrown  amongst  the  excite- 
ments of  large  cities ;  and,  on  the  other,  the  cost  of 
this  protracted  course  of  a  necessarily  expensive  educa- 
tion may  prove  so  onerous  as  to  render  difficult  an 
adequate  supply  to  the  country  of  medical  practitioners, 
while  these,  having  received  an  extended  scientific 
education,  and  such  as  is  well  adapt&l,  after  subsequent 
practical  experience,  to  form  very  accomplished  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons,  will  generally  be  unwilling,  or 
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even  perhaps  unable,  to  fulfil  the  more  ordinary  and 
casual  requirements  of  the  great  mass  of  the  population, 
and  will,  moreover,  reasonably  seek  a  sphere  of  utility 
in  other  than  the  more  distant  and  less  populous  parts 
of  the  kingdom  where  practice  is  laborious  and  remu- 
neration inconsiderable.  The  wants  of  the  public  being 
thus  unprovided  for,  cannot  but  prove  the  means  of 
developing  a  class  of  irregular  and  illegal  practitioners. 
In  fact,  these  disadvantages,  and  from  the  same  cause, 
are  at  this  very  time,  to  a  certain  extent,  being  expe- 
rienced in  the  country  districts  of  England. 

.  The  16th  clause  is  objectionable  by  its  withholding 
from  the  Council,  at  its  triennial  medical  congress,  all 
power  of  altering  or  modifying  that  enactment  (of  the 
15th  clause)  whereby  a  candidate  for  the  licence  to 
practise  shall  have  **  applied  himself  to  the  study  of 
medical  and  surgical  science  during  a  period  of  four 
years,  and  that  daring  the  aforesaid  period  the  student 
has  passed  at  least  three  years  in  some  university  or 
medical  school ; "  it  being  more  than  probable  (for 
reasons  now  stated)  that  this  enactment  will  prove  to 
be  injurious  to  the  interests  both  of  the  public  and  of 
the  profession. 

That  the  17th  clause  is  objectionable  from  its 
peremptorily  obliging  those  who  have  been  examined 
and  licensed  by  the  Council  (under  the  14th  claose) 
to  undergo,  in  order  to  registration,  a  further  examina- 
tion by  the  College  of  Physicians  or  by  the  College  of 
Surgeons;  especially  as  the  Bill  in  no  way  provides 
that  these  bodies  shall  be  satisfied  with  the  '' curri- 
culum" prescribed  by  the  Council  as  necessary  to  their 
own  examination.  Moreover,  by  forcibly  obliging  the 
'<  Licentiate  in  Medicine"  to  attach  himself  to  one  or 
other  of  these  bodies,  it  subverts  the  usage  of  this 
countiy,  which  has  established,  both  nominally  and 
practically,  three  divisions  of  the  medical  faculty,  viz., 
the  general  practitioner,  the  surgeon,  and  the  physician. 

This  clause,  besides  rendering  those  previous  clauses 
of  the  Bill  relating  to  examination  and  the  '*  licence 
to  practise"  of  no  practical  utility,  entirely  sets  aside 
that  common-sense  proposal  developed  in  the  Bill 
formerly  framed  and  **  brought  in "  by  Sir  James 
Graham,  viz.,  that,  after  the  completion  of  a  certain 
course  of  instruction,  and  after  an  examination  by  a 
joint  board  of  physicians  and  surgeons  which  should 
qualify  for  practice,  the  practitioner  so  qualified  migbt, 
a^r  farther  prescribed  study,  resort  to  the  College 
of  Physicians,  or  to  the  College  of  Surgeons,  and  so, 
after  adequate  examination,  proceed  to  a  higher  grade 
in  the  profession. 

Again,  this  clause  is  objectionable  from  its  omitting 
in  any  way  to  allude  to  or  to  define  the  position  of 
those  who  may  in  after  years  have  medical  degrees 
oonferred  on  them  by  the  English  or  other  Univer- 
sities. The  degrees  thus  derived  are  treated  by  this 
proposed  Bill,  apparently  as  regards  title,  and  certainly 
as  regards  qualification,  as  worthless ;  those  holding 
them  being  actually  disqualified  from  practice  unless 
they  shall  be  registered  under  this  Bill,  which  can  only 
be  effected  after  an  examination  by  the  Council  and  by 
the  Colleges  of  Physicians  or  Surgeons. 

The  most  valid  reasons  should  be  assigned  for  thus 
obliging,  on  the  one  hand,*the  BachelQrs  and  Doctors 
in  Medicine  to  undergo  these  further  examinations  by 


the  Council  and  by  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  or 
Surgeons,  and,  on  the  other,  for  withholding  the 
privilege  to  practise  from  those  whose  competoicy  the 
Council  has  itself,  by  its  Examining  Board,  affirmedj^ 
and  to  whom  its  licence  has  accordingly  been  granted. 

On  reviewing  the  whole  bearings  of  this  clause,  it 
cannot  but  be  regarded  as  anomalous  and  unjust ;  and 
though  its  provisions  may  probably  be  a  means  of 
averting  opposition  to  the  Bill  generally  on  the  part  of 
the  College  of  Physicians  or  Surgeons,  by  guaranteeing 
to  these  bodies  their  present  or  an  increased  source  of 
income,  yet  this  will  be  done  at  the  expense  of  the 
future  candidates  for  practice. 

That  the  18th  clause  is  objectionable,  from  its 
obliging  medical  practitioners  annually  to  apply,  and  to 
pay  for,  the  certificate. 

That  the  19th  clause,  wherein  is  directed  that  **  one- 
half  of  the  monies  received  on  account  of  th^  certificates 
shall  be  applied  to  the  formation  of  a  Medical  Provident 
Fund,"  is  objectionable  in  principle,  from  its  making 
the  contributions  to  a  charitable  fund  compulsory. 

J.  SHAPTER,  M.D.,  Chairman, 

Phyiician  to  the  Deron  and  Exeter  HoipitaL 

RICHARD  LEWIN  PENNELL,  M.D., 

Coniolting  Fbyticifm  to  tbe  Devon  and  Exeter  HospitaL 

SAMUEL  BARNES,  F.R.C.S.E., 

Consulting  Surgeon  to  the  Doron  and  Exeter  Hospital. 

JOHN  HADDY  JAMES,  Vicb-Pubsidbnt, 
F.R.C.S.E., 

One  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Deron  and  Exeter  Hospital* 

P.  C.  DE  LA  GARDE,  F.R.C.S.E., 

One  of  the  Siirgeons  of  the  Deron  and  Exeter  HospitaL 

EDWARD  P.  PRIDHAM,  P.R.C.S.E., 

Consulting  Sargeon  to  the  Exeter  Dispensary. 

Exeter,  October  28,  1852. 

[It  will  be  seen  that  the  greater  part  of  these  ob- 
jections have  already  been  met  by  the  alterations  made 
in  the  Amended  Bill,  published  in  our  last  number.^- 
Ed.  J.] 
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SOCIETY.* 

Cancer  of  the  Pylorus,  Peritoneum^  Cacum,   Colon^ 
Omentum^  and  Pleura. — By  Dr.  Gooch. 

J.  R.,  aged  60>  was  admitted  into  the  Canterbury 
Hospital,  February  7th,  1851,  in  a  state  of  extreme 
wasting,  having  for  two  months  rejected  every  meal, 
sometimes  a  few  minutes  after  eating,  at  other  times 
not  for  five  or  six  hours.  He  had  several  times  vomited 
copiously  a  fluid  .of  the  colour  of  coffee-grounds,  and 
as  frequently  a  colourless  fluid,  like  that  rejected  in 
pyiosis,  intensely  acid.  Severe  pain  in  the  stomach 
preceded  each  fit  of  vomiting.  No  tumour  could  be 
felt  in  the  epigastrium.  The  abdomen  was  much 
retracted.  He  had  a  clean  tongue,  which  was  deeply 
fissured,  but  not  red  or  glazed.  There  had  been 
frequent    slimy   alvine    discharges.      The    urine    was 

*  Continued  from  page  193. 
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scMity,  and  iedimeiitoafl,  but  acid.  False  74,  small 
and  feeble.  Heart-soaDds  natural.  The  countenance 
retained  its  natural  deep-red  colour,  with  no  dingy 
Slowness  about  it. 

He  was  treated  bj  iDeches,  blisters,  prussic  acid,  and 
creasote,  with  lime-water,  at  first  with  relief  to  the 
pain  and  vomiting,  so  that  he  could  bear  a  little  food ; 
in  a  day  or  two,  however,  he  relapsed,  looked  more 
worn  in  the  face,  and  became  at  times  a  little  delirious. 
After  slight  fluctuations  of  strength  and  gastric  suffering, 
he  died  on  the  eighteenth  day  after  his  admission. 

Poti-mortem  appearances, — ^The  body  emaciated,  and 
devoid  of  fat.  An  irrq^lar,  puckered,  indented  cica- 
trix over  the  middle  portion  of  the  sternum,  to  which 
it  was  intimately  connected;  this  was  evidently  the 
trace  of  old  ulceration  of  bone  which  had  healed. 
However,  the  bone  under  this  cicatrix  was  enlarged,  and 
its  cancellous  structure  occupied  by  soft  medullary 
substance,  which  could  be  readily  turned  out  by  the 
handle  of  the  scalpel;  some  part  of  this  substance 
presented  a  semitransparent  appearance,  and  resembled 
beef-jelly  in  colour  and  consistence.  A  firm  carcino- 
matous mass  enveloped  the  pylorus,  and  matted  together 
k  the  surrounding  tissues  and  neighbouring  organs ;  the 
pancreas  was  imbedded  in  it,  but  was  healthy.  This 
morbid  growth  extended  along  the  walls  of  the  stomach 
for  a  couple  of  inches,  and  the  surface,  which  slightly 
projected  into  the  cavity  of  the  stomach,  was  ulcerated 
over  the  greater  part  of  its  extent.  A  section  of  the 
disease  exhibited  the  usual  appearances  of  hard  cancer. 
The  cardiac  portion  of  the  stomach  was  so  digested  by 
the  action  of  the  gastric  juice,  that  the  coats  gave  way 
in  lifting  it  from  its  position.  A  portion  of  the  lower 
part  of  the  duodenum  adhered  firmly  to  the  pyloric 
«nd  of  the  stomach,  and  it  was  found  that  the 
disease  had  advanced  into  the  coats  of  the  bowel.  Firm 
cancerous  tubercles,  of  various  size,  were  scattered 
over  the  whole  surface  of  the  peritoneum ;  and  in  some 
places,  especially  around  the  organs  in  the  pelvis,  they 
were  aggregated  so  as  to  form  large  masses,  which  adhered 
firmly  to  similar  masses  developed  on  other  organs,  so 
as  to  fix  them  closely  together.  And  further,  this  dis- 
eased structure  penetrated  these  organs  from  without^ 
and  could  be  traced  in  several  stages  invading  their 
coats  and  tissues.  The  omentum  was  converted  into  a 
finely  lobulatcd  mass,  which  was  puckered  up,  and 
adherent  to  the  ascending  colon ;  at  the  point  of  contact 
a  deposit  of  cancer  existed,  which  Involved  the  entire 
thickness  of  the  coats  of  the  bowels.  The  solitary 
tubercles  were  flattened  discs,  vascular  around  their  mar- 
gins, and  causing  the  neighbouring  tissue  to  be  somewhat 
contracted  and  puckered.  A  deposit  of  cancer  was 
noticed  at  the  ileo-caecdl  valve,  including  the  neigh- 
bouring portions  of  the  ilium  and  cfecum.  Several 
cancerous  tubercles  were  formed  on  the  pleural  surface 
of  the  diaphragm  and  the  contiguous  surface  of  the 
King.    All  the  other  organs  were  healthy. 


Sqfiened  Hiperele  in  a  Fallopian  Tube,  commMnieaimg 
with  the  Venniform  Procees  qf  the  Caevm,  and  a 
eqfieued  Bnmekial  Gland  Uleeraiing  mtn  lie 
(Eeopkaffus  and  Bight  Bronchm,  in  the  tame  iubfeat. 
—By  A.  B.  Andrews,  Esq. 

E.  B.,  aged  two  years  and  a  half,  having  dark  hair 
and  eyes,  and  long  eyelashes,  was  quite  healthy  till 
September,  1849,  when  she  was  about  a  year  old.  She 
was  then  attacked  with  hooping  cough»  which  was  not 
severe,  subsiding  before  winter ;  a  cough,  howefWi 
contmued,  and  the  child  did  not  gain  strength,  remain- 
ing feeble  and  emaciated,  with  a  relaxed  state  of  boweb, 
which  at  times  was  considerably  aggravated.  In  Aogoak, 
1850,  the  diarrhoea  became  more  severe,  and  symp* 
toms  of  dysentery  appeared :— constant  straining,  with 
frequent  scanty  mucous  stools,  streaked  with  blood; 
red  blood  alone  occasionally  passing.  Under  treatment 
these  symptoms  improved,  but  recurred  and  contmued 
more  or  less  until  she  died.  She  lost  appetite,  and 
became  very  emaciated.  About  a  fortnight  befor« 
death,  she  was  attacked  with  vomiting,  became  exceed- 
ingly low,  lying  in  bed,  and  not  liking  to  be  disturbed, 
or  to  have  her  head  raised.  The  day  before  she  died  a 
quantity  of  blood  flowed  from  iier  mouth.  The  ooogh 
was  present  during  her  whole  illness,  and  her  hand  was 
frequently  placed  upon  her  right  side  and  anr  her 
abdomen,  apparently  from  pain  in  those  parts.  There 
was  latterly  a  coloured  dischar^  from  the  right  ev. 
Two  children  of  thi<  family  had  died  with  disease  oC 
the  bowels,  one  at  fifteen  months,  the  other  at  thirteen 
months. 

The  body  was  examined  three  days  after  death.  TIm 
poet-mortem  rigidity  was  absent,  the  muscles  of  the 
abdomen  having  a  slight  greenish  tinge.  The  body 
was  greatly  emaciated,  the  outline  of  the  intestiaeft 
being  visible  through  the  abdominal  walls.  Small, 
scrofulous  tubercles,  many  of  which  presented  a  vascular- 
appearance,  were  scattered  over  the  surface  of  the 
peritoneum,  of  the  parietes,  and  of  the  viscera.  The 
small  intestines  were  agglutinated  together,  and  on 
their  surfaces,  and  in  the  uniting  medium  at  the  situa- 
tion of  these  adhesions,  there  were  numerous  small 
tubercles  the  size  of  hemp-seeds.  Some  of  these  cooU 
be  readily  detached  from  the  lymph  in  which  they  wei« 
deposited.  Several  fine  fihimentous  bands  of  lymph 
.extended  between  various  parts  of  the  intestines;  and 
in  a  few  of  these  there  were  tubercles,  looking  like 


beads  on  a  string.  Both  in  the  largo  and 
intestines  there  were  numerous  scrofulous  ulcers.  The 
organs  in  the  pelvis  were  found  fixed  together  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  intestines.  The  ovaries  and  the 
fallopian  tubes  were  much  enlarged,  and  were  infiltrated 
with  tuberculous  deposit.  The  fallopian  tubes  wore 
as  large  as  quills,  and  were  much  distorted.  The 
right  fallopian  tube  had  become  adherent  to  the  vermi- 
form process  of  the  caecum,  into  which  there  was  an 
ulcerated  opening,  communicating  with  the  softened 
centre  of  the  tuberculous  deposit.  The  lungs  were 
adherent  to  the  chest,  and  presented  numerous  patches 
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'<f  taberculous  deposit,  and  cavities,  in  varions  stages  of 
irogress.  The  bronchial  glands  were  infiltrated  with 
/-(aberdes;  and  one  larger  than  the  rest  had  softened, 
•and  formed  two  fistulous  passages,  one  opening  into  the 
•onophagos,  the  other  into  the  right  bronchus. 


Purpura  of  the  Lungs  in  a  Child  qffected  with  Heredi- 
tary Syphiiie.—hj  A.  B.  Andrews,  Esq. 

A  male  infant,  six  weeks  old,  weighing  at  its  birth 
lOlbs.,  two  days  after  it  was  born  had  purulent 
•ophthalmia,  which  continued  for  a  month.  About  the 
second  week  an  herpetic  eruption  appeared  on  the  face » 
at  the  same  time  one  of  the  thumbs  was  scratched  near 
the  nail.  Inflamed,  and  ulcerated,  the  nail  being 
destroyed.  The  other  thumb  ulcerated  without 
apparent  cause,  and  the  nail  was  also  destroyed;  the 
-ends  of  both  thumbs  remained  considerably  enlarged. 
Before  the  eruption  on  the  face  disappeared  the  fauces 
jmd  nares  became  inflamed;  a  slight  discharge  issued 
from  the  nose,  the  fauces  were  congested,  and  the  child 
breathed  entirely  through  the  mouth.  The  child  was 
^ery  fretftil  and  restless,  and  gradually  dwindled  to  a 
mere  skeleton. 

The  mother  is  a  stout  plethoric  person,  and  very 
irregular  in  her  habits,  being  little  else  than  a  prosti- 
tnte^  though  married.  She  has  had  syphilis  in  its 
primary  and  secondary  forms.  She  has  had  seven 
children,  of  whom  only  one  survives.  One  child  died 
rather  suddenly  with  symptoms  of  disease  of  the  head ; 
the  other  children  became  gradually  emaciated  and  died. 
Post-mortem  examination,  —  The  body  was  ver}' 
emaciated ;  the  outline  of  the  intestines  was  delineated 
on  the  surface  of  the  abdomen.  A  few  small  purple 
spots  were  observed  in  the  skin  of  the  arms;  none 
were  observed  elsewhere ;  and  it  was  difficult  to  deter- 
mine that  they  were  not  the  remains  of  flee-bites. 
•  There  was  an  absence  of  fat  in  all  the  tissues.  The 
.unila,  fauces,  and  posterior  nares  were  purplish  from 
•congestion;  this  appearance  terminated  about  the 
glottis.  The  mucous  membrane  was  not  softened  or 
ulcerated.  The  heart  was  natural ;  the  foramen  ovale 
was  patulous  by  a  valvular  slit  at  its  margin,  which 
wotdd  admit  a  large  probe ;  the  ductus  arteriosus  was 
■corrugated  and  contracted,  but  pervious.  The  lungs 
(more  especially  the  left)  presented  on  their  surfaces 
numerous  spots  of  purpura,  varying  in  size  and  form ; 
some  of  them  seemed  limited  to  one  lobule  of  the 
long,  whilst  others  occupied  several;  in  many  the 
colour  diminished  in  shade  towards  the  margin;  the 
snrface  of  the  lung  was  neither  raised  nor  depressed  by 
these  spots,  which  felt  slightly  firmer  than  the  surround- 
ing natural  tissue  of  the  lung.  On  making  a  section 
of  the  lung,  the  deeper  tissue  was  found  more  extensively 
•discoloured  by  blood,  but  still  presented  a  more  or  less 
patchy  appearance;  in  the  posterior  portion  of  the 
lower  lobes^  especially  the  left,  it  was  difficult  to  deter- 
mine that  the  appearances  were  not  due  to  an  early  stage 
of  pneumonia.  The  trachea  and  bronchi  were  natural. 
About  the  centres  of  the  upper  and  lower  borders  of  [ 


the  greater  numbers  of  the  ribs  there  were  streaks  of 
eochymosis,  some  nearly  an  inch  long,  which  being 
broad  in  the  middle,  tapered  to  the  ends ;  those  placed 
on  the  upper  maigins  of  the  ribs  were  the  largest. 
The  abdominal  organs  were  healthy,  and  no  spots  of 
purpura  or  ecchymosis  were  noticed  anywhere  else. 


A  Foreign  Body  declared  hy  a  Patient  to  have  become 
Lodged  in  the  TYachea,  and  extensive  Follicular  (/) 
Ulceration  of  the  (Esophagus  discovered,— post* 
mortem, — By  A.  B.  Andrews,  Esq. 

R.  B.,  aged  84,  singular  and  irregular  in  his  habits, 
said  that  twelve  months  before  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  the  19th  of  March,  1851,  that  whilst  eating  some 
cherries  from  some  cherry  brandy,  he  accidentally 
swallowed  a  cherry-stone,  which  went  into  the  windpipe. 
Although,  from  the  absence  of  any  peculiar  symptomsi 
he  was  informed  of  the  improbability  of  the  occurrence, 
he  always  maintained  his  assertion.  He  experienced 
uneasy  sensations  about  the  throat,  which  he  referred 
to  the  presence  of  the  stone;  and  he  often  declared 
that  he  could  feel  it  in  certain  parts  of  his  throat.  He 
had  a  cough,  and  for  some  period  before  his  death  he 
hawked  up  a  purulent  fluid.  On  February  19th  he  was 
attacked  with  erysipelas  of  the  foot,  from  the  effects  of 
which  he  died.  In  fulfilment  of  his  own  request,  his 
body  was  examined,  in  order  to  search  for  the  cherry- 
stone. 

The  trachea,  bronchi,  and  lungs  were  carefully 
examined :  they  were  healthy,  and  contained  no  foreign 
body.  Some  long  bands  of  adhesion  existed  between 
the  pleural  suriaces  of  the  right  lung.  The  cesophagus 
contained  eome  thick  muco-purulent  fluids,  and,  from  a 
point  just  below  the  termination  of  the  pharynx^  to  the 
cardiac  orificeof  thestomach,  wasstudded  with  numerous 
ulcers,  most  of  which  were  small,  had  sharp,  irregular, 
abrupt  edges,  and  completely  penetrated  the  mucous 
membrane ;  they  appeared  as  if  pieces  of  the  membrane 
had  been  punched  out.  The  larger  ulcers  seemed  to 
be  formed  by  the  coalition  of  the  smaller  ones.  The 
stomach  was  free  from  ulceration,  but  presented  several 
isolated,  irregular  patches,  of  vascularity;  so  intense 
in  some  instances  as  to  convey  the  idefi  that  blood  was 
effused  under  the  mucous  membrane.  The  man  had 
been  noted  as  a  great  beer  drinker  during  life. 


Hydrocephalus,  with  Spina  Bifida.— ^j  Mr.  Rigden. 

A  female  child  was  bom,  with  the  above  deformities, 
April  18th,  1851,  being  the  fourth  child  of  its  parents. 
All  the  other  children  had  been  bom  healthy,  and  well 
developed.  The  &ther,  soon  after  his  wife  had  con- 
ceived with  this  child,  became  afflicted  with  ascites, 
from  diseased  liver,  and  the  mother  throughout  her 
pregnancy  had  been  much  disposed  to  dropsical  efiuaion. 
Both  parents  are  temperate  in  their  habits,  and  are 
water-drinkers.  The  child,  when  bora,  though  other- 
wise plump  and  well-developed,  presented  a  large  head, 
and  a  spina  bifida,  about  the  size  of  an  e%%,  in  the 
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lumbar  region :  it  was  not  Tery  prominent,  and  was 
covered  with  thin  skin  having  no  catide.  There  was 
paralysis  of  the  bladder,  and  of  the  lower  extremities. 
The  child  took  the  breast,  and  other  nourishment,  well, 
but  continued  to  lose  flesh,  whilst  the  head  increased 
considerably.  The  only  change  that  occurred  in  the 
tumour  of  the  loins,  was  an  alteration  in  the  appearance 
of  the  surface,  so  that  it  seemed  to  be  covered  with  a 
more  natural  integument.  When  the  child  was  about 
six  week's  old,  a  puncture  was  made  with  a  common 
needle  into  the  anterior  and  posterior  fontanelles,  and 
also  into  the  sac  of  the  spina  bifida ;  about  two  ounces 
of  serum  escaped,  with  no  apparent  benefit  to  the 
child.  The  parents  would  not  allow  any  other  treat- 
ment to  be  pursued,  and  the  child  died  at  the  age  of 
ten  weeks. 

PosUmoriem  eramtna/ton.— The  bones  of  the  head 
were  separated  by  considerable  intervals,  and  the  entire 
head  was  soft  and  fluctuating.  In  removing  the  cal- 
varium  the  brain  was  injured,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
sixaw-ooloured  fluid  escaped.  The  arachnoid  appeared 
natural.  There  was  no  trace  of  the  convolutions  of 
the  brain,  which  were  flattened  out  into  a  uniform 
surface.  The  lateral  ventricles  were  dilated  into  one 
large  sac ;  a  trace  of  the  prominence  of  the  corpora 
striata,  and  a  still  slighter  one  of  the  thalami  optid, 
were  all  that  could  be  distinguished  of  the  objects 
uaually  seen.  The  membrane  of  this  sac  was  much 
thickened,  soft,  puckered,  and  flooculent.  The  cerebral 
mbstanoe  sunoundmg  this  sac  was  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  thidc.  The  spina  bifida  occupied  the  whole 
lumbar  region.  There  was  a  fissure  in  the  posterior 
part  of  the  spinal  canal,  which  induded  the  last  dorsal 
and  ^^e  lumbar  vertebrae.  The  membranes  of  the 
cwd  were  united  into  one  layer,  forming  the  pouch 
containing  the  fluid ;  and  the  nerve>trunks,  which  oon- 
atitnted  the  spinal  cord,  were  spread  out  in  the  sides 
of  the  sac.  There  was  no  lumbar  plexus  found  on 
dissecting  into  the  psoas  and  quadratus  lumborum 
musdes;  but  two  or  three  filaments,  which  might  have 
represented  some  of  the  cutaneous  nerves  of  the  abdo- 
men, were  found,  and  branches  of  the  sympathetic 
nerves  could  be  traced  uniting  with  them  at  the  point 
where  they  issued  firom  the  spinal  column. 
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GEOBGB   TATE8,  ESQ.,   IN   THE    CHAIR. 

A  very  Remarkable  Series  of  sympionu  qf  JHsordered 
Cireulationf  and  finally  of  Disorder  qf  the  Nervous 
System,  from  Degeneration  of  the  Heart, — By  Dr. 
Russell. 

Miss  P.,  aged  about  60.  I  was  called  to  her  about 
February  9th,  1852.  She  had  been  sdzed  with  a  very 
severe  attack  of  dyspnoea  just  after  she  had  gone  to 
bed,  before  going  to  deep.    The  weather  was  cold,  and 


she  had  no  fire  in  her  chamber,  and  had  gone  to  bed 
without  having  her  bed  warmed,  as  was  her  custom. 
At  the  time  I  attributed  the  occurrence  of  tiie  attBd[  to 
this  drcumstance.      I  saw  her  in  about*  half  an  boor 
afterwards.      She  was  sitting  upon  the  bed,  leaoisg 
upon  a  fiiend,  in  great  alarm,  anxiety,  and  distreSB, 
breathing  rapidly  and  with  difficulty,  bat  entirely  foe 
firom  anything  like  asthma ;   her  breathing  gave  me  the 
idea  of  air  not  passing  tiirough  in  suffident  quantity,  or 
with  sufficient  rapidity.      Her  pulse  was  rapid,  qvite- 
regolar,   and  remarkably  firm    and    resistiDg.     H» 
extremities  were  cold ;  her  face  and  fingers  livid ;  the 
vebs  of  her  neck  were  distended  with  blood.    She  vis 
perfectly  sensible,  and  had  no  pain.     Though  ber  state 
was  then  so  alarming,  it  had  been  ipuch  worse;  she 
was  then  in  process  of  recovery.      The  attack  set  in 
with  severe  palpitation,  which  lasted  for  five  mmates. 
There  was  some  crepitation  at  the  back  of  the  chest, 
but  no  sibilus  nor  other  unhealthy  sound.     The  attack 
subsided  very  gradually.      She  coughed  several  time, 
and  expectorated  mucus,   with  some    blood.    Next 
moniing  at  ten  she  was  coming  down  stairs,  and  vas 
pretty  well.      The  present  was  not  the  first  of  ha 
attacks :  the  first  one  occurred  last  April ;  it  came  oa 
without  warning  as  she  was  walking  in  heavy  rain  and 
high  winds.      It  was  not  very^  severe,  though  she  vas 
obliged  to  go  into  a  house  for  a  short  time.    The 
second  was  about  three  weeks  after;  it  occoned  (as  did 
all  the  subsequent  ones)  while  she  was  in  bed.    She 
was  free  from  them  during  the  summer;  bot  they 
returned  in  November ;  and  the  first  she  then  had  vas 
of  great  se^verity.     The  weather  was  very  cold.    After 
another  less  severe,  there  was  none  of  importaace  until 
the  present  one.      Her  breathing,  however,  was  easOy 
affected;  she  could  not  meet  the  wind ;  and  she  foiiBd 
that  her  breathing  was  affected  if  she  mounted  the 
stairs  before  breakfast.    She  has  been  obliged  to  coofise 
herself  to  the  house  from  this  circumstance  for  the 
last  two  months.      In  December  I  examined  her  cheBt 
carefully,  but  could  not  detect  anything  wrong.    She 
was  under  the  constant  care  of  my  father.     She  is  of 
spare  habit,  of  a  nervous  temperament,  has  a  pale 
complexion,  is  easily  apprehensive  and  depressed.    She 
has  no  arcus  senilis,  but  her  right  eye  has  an  opaqne 
white  semilunar  band,  about  a  line  and  a  half  broad,  at 
the  upper  and  lower  edge  of  the  cornea.      Her  bealA 
has  been  good,  excepting  that  a  few  years  ago  she 
mptured  some  of  the  muscular  fibres  of  one  l^i  which 
confined  her  to  the  house,  I  believe,  nearly  two  yean* 
On  examining  her  chest,  I  found  no  extension  of  the 
ordinary  cardiac  dulness ;  the  first  sound  of  the  leart 
was  deddedly  feeble  and  blunt,  the  second  sound  was 
ringing.  Respiratory  sounds  were  natural ;  the  carotids, 
and  especially  the  artery  at  the  wrist,  were  remaikably 
tortuous. 

Februaiy  12th.— Face  beginning  to  lose  its  dusky 
tinge,  the  remains  of  the  last  attack.  Her  pulse  was 
still  quick ;  it  had  a  remarkable  degree  of  reastiog 
power,  which  particularly  attracted  my  attention,  ia 
contrast  with  her  feeble  and  distressed  state.  Two 
blisters  had  been  applied  unsuccessfully ;  I  now  toed  a 


BIRMINGHAM  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 


619 


third.  Sum.  tor  die.^R.  Tinct.  Ferri.  Se8qiu.-CfaloT., 
jptti.  y,,  to  be  gndaally  increased.  Natritions  diet, 
two  glasses  of  sherry,  and  a  firo  in  the  bedroom. 

13th.^The  third  blister  did  not  rise.  Pulse 
unchanged;  same  Uyidity;  she  is  very  low  and 
depressed.    Contintie  medicine. 

20th. — She  has  been  slowly  improving,  and  as  she 
mends  her  pulse  becomes  softer.     Eats  and  sleeps  well. 

24th. — ^Another  attack  last  night.  It  came  on  with 
oppression  ;  then  a  rattling  in  her  throat,  and  violent 
retching  to  expel  mucns.  She  expectorated  a  good  cleal 
of  mucus.  The  fit  subsided,  with  copious  and  frequent 
micturition,  and  large  development  of  flatus.  My 
friend,  Mr.  Simons,  who  saw  her,  described  the  fit  as 
having  been  of  the  most  aUrming  character;  he  thought 
she  would  have  died.  From  the  great  strength  of  the 
pulse,  and  the  very  loaded  veins,  I  had  ventured  to 
suggest  a  careful  trial  of  venesection  in  another  attack ; 
this,  however,  Mr.  Simons  feared  to  attempt  on  the 
present  occasion ;  and  leeches  to  the  root  of  the  throat 
were  found  impracticable.  This  morning  she  is  com- 
fortable ;  no  blueness.     Continue  the  iron. 

March  3rd.^Again  an  attack  last  night,  of  less 
severity,  but  of  longer  duration. 

9th.— An  attack  last  night.  Lately  she  has  been 
complaining  of  numbness  in  her  hands.  Her  pulse 
still  presents  the  remarkable  firmness  noticed  befoie. 

15th. — Again  an  attack  last  night.  Every  attack 
leaves  her  much  depressed ;  and  her  state  of  depressed 
spirits  and  irritability  has  been  a  very  troublesome 
symptom. 

I  made  no  particular  notes  until  April  11th.  [She 
went  on  much  as  before ;  only  able  to  creep  up  and 
down  stairs ;  often  obliged  to  sit  up  in  the  night  for 
several  hoars,  from  short  breath  and  apprehension  of 
another  attack.  Appetite  tolerable;  bowels  regukr; 
the  fiioe  is  pale,  often  much  worn,  sometimes  leaden. 
I  found  her  urine  light-coloured,  loaded  with  pink 
lithates  of  natoial  specific  gravity,  slightly  albuminous, 
bat  without  any  particular  microscopic  appearance.  I 
have  continued  a  tonic  treatment,  employing  various 
agents,  with  ammonia  and  »ther  occasionally. 

April  nth. — She  has  had  an  attack  on  each  of  the 
last  three  nights.  For  the  last  week  or  two  her  nights 
have  been  much  disturbed;  she  has  always  had  an 
attack  every  third  night  or  oftener ;  and  is  beginning  to 
suffer  from  want  of  sleep.  She  can  scarce  move  up 
stairs;  the  day  before  I  witnessed  much  distress 
with  pallor  and  palpitation  occasioned  by  mounting  a 
small  flight  of  stairs.  She  complains  of  short  breath 
when  swallowing  food. 

13th. — Last  night  was  the  fifth  night  in  succession  of 
the  ^currence  of  an  attack.  She  looks  quite  ghastly 
from  want  of  sleep ;  she  can  scarcely  lie^down  at  all. 

15th. — In  a  most  distressing  state.  A  pale  anxious 
face,  and  great  mental  depression.  Examination  of 
chest  and  abdomen  discovers  nothing  beyond  what  is 
stated  above.  I  have  feared  to  give  her  opium,  from 
her  tendency  to  lividity,  and  from  the  fact  that  a  small 
dose  early  in  her  illness  caused  unpleasant  symptoms. 
I  noWy  however,  began  with  a  small  opiate  every  night. 


17th.-— No  improvement.  Quite  unable  to  lie  down. 
She  has  begun  to  have  oedema  of  the  ankles. — R. 
Morphis  Muriatis,  gr.  i,  h.  s. 

18th. — ^Tbe  morphia  procure4slMp,  and  she  lay  down 
while  sleeping ;  but  she  is  still  ia  a  wretched  state.  Sha 
says  that  the  shortness  of  her  breath  prevents  her  from 
uttering,  many  words  in  succession.  She  has  not  had 
anotlier  attack  for  four  nights,  since  she  begun  the 
morphine. — R.  Murph.  Mur.,  gr.  i,  omni  nocte. 

24th. — The  oedema  has  increased  very  rapidly.  No 
return  of  her  attacks.  She  has  some  sleep  at  night ; 
though,  when  not  under  the  influence  of  morphine,  she 
cannot  lie  down.  The  aspect  of  her  face  has  improved 
considerably. 

30th. — Had  no  opiate  last  night;  she  could  not  lie 
down  all  night,  and  she  had  an  attack  whilst  dressing. 
She  now  remains  permanently  up  stairs.  CEdema  of 
the  legs  very  great.  Urine  as  before.  In  talking  she 
has  to  pause  continually  for  breath. 

May  8th. — Last  night  she  took  no  opiate,  and  she 
suffered  from  dyspnoea  for  two  hours;  her  friends 
described  it  as  panting;  it  was  so  bad  that  she  thought 
herself  dying.  The  opiates  produce  very  unpleasant 
effects ;  they  give  her  disturbed  sleep,  but  render  her 
quite  delirious.  She  does  the  most  extraordinary  things 
in  the  night;  and  during  the  day  their  continued 
influence  oppresses  her  very  much. 

16th. — In  great  distress  for  breath.  She  sits  in  a 
^iF^gnUr  posture,  with  her  head  much  bent  forward, 
constantly  panting.  A  severe  attack  of  dyspnoea  the 
last  two  nights.  She  has  given  up  the  morphine,  on 
account  of  its  very  distressing  effects.  Her  mental 
state  now  assumed  a  peculiar  character,  which  I  will 
describe  in  a  future  report. 

18th. — She  seems  dying.  There  is  much  fullness  of 
the  veins,  but  lips  not  leaden.  There  is  less  oppression 
of  the  chest.  For  the  last  three  days  her  inability  to 
lie  down  has  become  peculiarly  distressing.  She  sits  up 
constantly,  with  her  head  quite  bent  upon  her  chest  ; 
she  never  raises  her  head  when  she  speaks,  and  she  is 
fed  in  tliis  posture.  Her  neck  is  quite  bowed  by  her 
strained  position.  Yesterday  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
distress  in  breathing.  To*day  Dr.  Fletcher  saw  her 
with  me:  he  detected  nothing  further  in  the  state  of 
her  chest ;  he  especially  noticed  the  tortuous  state  of 
the  carotids. 

19  th. — Sits  in  her  chair  night  and  day,  her  chin  upon 
her  chest.  .  Much  less  leadenness  of  her  face. 

23rd. — She  is  in  a  state  of  extraordinary  mental 
derangement.  She  has  had  no  opiate  smce  the  14th, 
on  account  of  the  extreme  disorder  it  produced  by 
night ;  but  since  the  14th  she  has  been  delirious  each 
night,  but  generally  rational  by  day,  though  disordered 
at  times.  She  was,  however,  possessed  with  the  idea, 
which  she  constantly  maintained,  that  she  was  encircled 
by  a  galvanic  wire ;  she  several  times  spoke  to  me  about 
it,  and  to-night  asked  me,  with  great  solemnity,  if  I 
believed  in  galvanism.  On  the  night  of  the  21st,  how- 
ever, she  was  violently  maniacal;  she  was  possessed 
with  the  idea  that  Dr.  Fletcher  and  myself  had  engaged 
some  one  to  destroy  her.     She  shrieked  out,  drove  the 
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wrraats  awmy,  and  dnng  to  her  friend,  with  a  face 
erpreaahre  of  the  wildest  horror  and  affiight;  her 
entire  bdunionr  is  of  the  wilde^  description.  She 
cdled  down  God's  <»rBes  npon  her  persecntors,  and 
esdaimed  that  the  norse  had  called  in  that  horrid  form 
to  attack  her.  She  had  had  less  stimulants  than  osoid 
in  the  erening,  for  she  had  told  her  friend  that  she  was 
going  mad,  and  made  her  promise  not  to  give  her 
brandy,  of  which  she  nsoally  took  a  little  three  or  foor 
times  a  day,  if  faint.  On  the  night  of  the  22nd  she 
took  a  morphia  pill  (Morph.  Acet.,  gr.  });  the  niglifr 
was  passed  in  her  chair,  as  were  the  two  preceding  ones. 
During  the  first  part  she  was  in  a  kind  of  lethargy ; 
early  in  the  morning  she  again  awoke  in  high  excite- 
ment, bat  now  with  a  strongly  leligions  tarn ;  her  mind 
was  occupied  with  the  spiritual  world,  and  through  the 
day  she  talked  continually,  and  to  a  great  extent 
coherently,  on  this  subject,  and  in  the  evening  was 
mnning  on  incessantly  in  a  low  voice  to  one  or  other  of 
ns,  holding  our  hands  until  we  removed  them,  and  whis- 
pering in  our  ears,  or  writing  coherently,  though  quite 
irrelevantly,  upon  paper.  There  is  still  a  sense  of 
danger  in  her  wanderings.  Her  posture  has  undergone 
a  remarkable  changre;  from' having  been  constantly 
bowed  down  forwards,  sha  now  sits  erect  when  she 
speaks  to  ns,  and  looks  in  our  face.  Her  lips  are  red, 
her  face  pale  and  haggard,  pupils  small,  eyes  not  oon- 
gested,  pulse  not  very  feeble.  She  takes  brandy  occa- 
sionally.— Repeat  Morphia. 

May  2&th. — ^Yesterday  and  to-day  more  quiet,  though 
still  deranged ;  last  night  her  nurse  induced  her  to 
go  to  bed;  she  lay  flat  all  night,  and  does  so  now, 
without  the  least  dbtress;  some  sleep  in  the  night; 
face  wild";  breathing  calm ;  pulse  more  feeble,  26 ;  lies 
quite  easy ;  mind  still  wanders ;  sinking, 

27th. — No  sleep  last  night;  mind  more  collected; 
lies  quietly;  much  diarrhoea;  no  opiate  last  night. 

28th. — In  consequence  of  the  diarrhoea,  the  oedema 
of  the  leg  which  was  extreme,  has  entirely  disappeared 
in  the  last  two  days.  The  diminution  began  with  a 
copu>us  diuresis,  which  preceded  the  diarrhoea,  She 
died  on  the  30th  of  May. 

SeciiO'Cadaveris  26  hourt  after  death, — GSdema  en- 
tirely subsided  from  the  leg ;  decomposition  consider- 
ably advanced ;  emphysematous  crackling  beneath  the 
skin.  Some  old  and  firm  adhesions  at  the  apex  of  eatfh 
lung,  two  calcnreous  masses  in  the  upper  lobe  of  the  right 
lung,  each  the  size  of  a  small  hazel  nut,  they  were 
imbedded  in  the  pulmonary  tissue,  each  surrounded  by 
a  thin  membrane,  from  which  there  was  some  difficulty 
in  separating  them.  The  apex  of  the  right  lung  was  a 
little  puckered,  but  there  was  no  appearance  of  a  cavity 
having  healed,  nor  was  there  any  sign  of  tubercular 
disease.  In  the  left  lung  was  one  small  calcareous  con* 
cretion,  about  the  size  of  the  millet  seed.  The  pul- 
monary tissud  was  very  dark  throughout,  and  the 
lower  lobes  of  both  lungs  were  so  loaded  with  blood, 
and  crepitated  so  imperfectly,  that  they  seemed  to  le 
only  prevented  from  sinking  in  water  by  the  poet'tnortem 
emphysema.  Bronchial  tubes  quite  healthy.  The  heart 
was  very  much  enlarged,  but  was  much  covered  by  the 


longs,  which  had  advanced;  it  had  also  souk  to  as  t» 
occupy  a  lower  position  in  the  cihest  than  naturaL  Iht 
right  auricle  contained  a  good  deal  of  blood  ;  the  ri|^ 
ventricle  less;  the  left  side  was  empty.  The  enlarge- 
ment of  the  heart  was  caused  principally  by  the  left 
ventricle,  whidi  was  partly  hypertrophied  and  ooo- 
siderably  dilated.  The  hypertrophy  affected  the  wiH 
and  not  particularly  the  camese '  colomnse.  The  left 
anride  was  also  very  much  dilated ;  the  valves  were  aft 
healthy.  The  tissue  of  the  heart  had  a  peculiar  ooknr, 
which  would  be  imitated  by  a  copious  admixture  of 
yellow  ochre  with  light  red ;  it  was  exceedingly  flabby, 
its  state  of  commencing  decomposition  forbad  an  opinion 
of  its  consistency.  The  coronary  arteries  were  in  their 
usual  numbers,  they  were  much  thinner  than  usual,  and 
unusually  capacious ;  their  openings  at  the  aorta  were 
much  thrown  into  folds.  The  aorta  and  its  primaiy 
branches  were  dilated,  this  was  espidally  evident  in 
the  carotids,  which  were  much  larger  than  usual,  they 
did  not  present  any  a^ipearanoe  of  tortuosity.  In  the 
abdominal  aorta  there  were  two  or  three  patches  of 
atheroma,  and  one  or  two  large  patches  of  complete 
calcareous  degeneration.  There  was  a  sparing  deposit 
of  atheroma  in  one  or  two  of  the  primary  thorade 
branches.  The  pulmonary  artery  was  natural.  Tbe 
liver  and  kidneys  were  healthy;  all  the  intestinea 
were  firmly  bound  together  by  cellular  adhesionSr 
evidently  of  very  long  standing ;  I  could  not  learn  that 
she  had  ever  had  an  attack  of  inflammation  of  the 
bowels. 

Members  of  her  family  have  died  of  consumption^ 
and  a  brother  of  diseased  heart,  it  is  stated. 

The  microscopic  examinations  were  not  satisfactory^ 
owing  to  previous  macerations  and  to  the  decomposi- 
tion. The  heart  was  placed  at  once  in  wood  naptha, 
and  the  examination  was  of  necessity  delayed  for  Deaity 
a  month.  There  was  no  traee  of  fiit  among  the  mna- 
cular  fascides.  The  fascides  themselves  preserved  their 
usual  form  unchanged ;  but  there  was  a  marked  dtffer- 
ence  between  the  tissues  of  the  right  and  left  ▼entide  : 
of  the  left  venticle  the  fascides  presented  much  of  their 
usual  appearance;  the  transverse  strie  were  not  so- 
universally  distinct  as  natural,  but  this  might  be  doe  to 
the  action  of  the  spirit.  Of  the  right  ventricle,  although 
many  of  the  fascides  presented  a  healthy  aspect,  the 
larger  proportion  of  them  had  their  fibrous  tissae 
much  confused,  and  presented  little  of  the  transrerse 
strise.  There  was  an  abundance  of  small  globnles, 
with  very  dark  outline;  they  affected  a  linear  arrange- 
ment, each  series  paralleled  the  other;  bat  in  parts 
they  were  irregular,  and  without  any  definite  direc- 
tion, more  or  less  completely  filling  portions  of  the 
sheath  ;  between  them  the  tissue  presented  no  marked 
character.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  debris  asr- 
rounding  the  specimens.  This  appearance  was  less 
apparent  at  the  apex  than  at  the  body  of  the  organ. 
On  account  of  the  uncertainty  arising  from  the  beart 
having  been  previously  macerated  for  so  long,  sind  oC 
the  fascides  preserving  their  healthy  form  and  size,  aoA 
of  the  absence  of  fat,  I  hesitate  to  draw  any  inferenoa 
from  these  appearances.     The  difference  between  tbe 
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two  Tentricles  was  very  decided,  and  the  examination 
was  made  with  great  care.  I  should  have  added 
that  acetic  acid  rendered  the  stnictnre  very  trans- 
parent, but  did  not  reveal  any  new  element.  Supposing 
the  right  yentricle  to  have  degenerated,  the  attacks 
would  be  explained  by  the  occasional  failure  of  the 
right  side  of  the  heart,  embarrassing  the  lungs  by  not 
8«iding  the  nsual  supply  of  blood,  and  at  the  same 
tune  producing  congestion  in  the  systemic  veins ;  the 
8^te  of  the  large  arteries  would  explain  the  hyper- 
trophy, and  the  hypertrophied  ventricle  explains  the 
peculiar  firm  pulse.  The  very  remarkable  state  of 
insanity  at  the  close  of  the  case,  was  probably,  in  part, 
doe  to  exhaustion  from  want  of  rest,  aided,  perhaps, 
by  the  condition  of  the  heart.  It  is  curious,  however, 
that  it  came  on  with  its  chief  severity  after  rest  had 
been  given  by  opiates  for  some  time  ;  it  began  on  the 
suspension  of  the  opiates,  and  was  relieved  again  by 
their  readministration.  The  perfect  removal  of  the 
distressing  posture  she  was  obliged  to  assume,  and  the 
inability  to  lie  down  towards  the  last  is  very  remark- 
able ;  certainly  it  was  not  due  to  the  resumption  of  the 
opiates;  and  the  cause  of  the  inability  to  assume  the 
reoambent  position  for  so  long  a  time  before  her  death, 
is  itself  not  explained  by  the  patt-mortem  appearances. 
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ON  THE  RELATIVE  VALUE  OF  MATERNAL 
AND  F(ETAL  LIFE. 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Promneial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal, 

Sir, — On  reading  your  strictures  on  **  Dr.  Murphy's 
Lectures,"  and  Mr.  Edgar  Sheppard's  observations  on 
maternal  and  foetal  life,  1  do  not  observe  much  difference 
betweeen  you,  as  to  the  acknowledged  importance  of  tho 
former,  when  put  into  competition  with  the  latter,  since 
each  of  you  allow,  that  when  it  is  clearly  ascertained 
thftt  the  sacrifice  of  one  must  be  made  to  save  the  life  of 
the  other,  that  of  the  mother  must  be  prrferred.  Who 
then  "  holds  the  scales  ?"  Can  any  practilioner  doubt — 
has  any  ever  doubted,  on  this  point  of  practice  ?  I 
boldly  answer — No !  I  have  been  in  very  extensive 
midwifery  practice  for  five-and-forty  years;  I  have 
never  found  in  the  pracTice  of  other  medical  men,  who 
have  consulted  me  in  such  cases,  any  hesitation  or 
doubt  on  the  subject,  and  decidedly  never  had  any  in  my 
own. 

But  you.  Sir,  seem  to  infer  that  such  sacrifices 
may  be  made  hastily,  and  that  by  the  admission  of  the 
mother's  life  being  the  most  valuable,  the  comparatively 
less  important  one  of  the  unborn  foetus  may  be  merci- 
leaaly  sacrificed  !  Credat  Judoeut  No,  Sir.  I  aver 
that  this  is  a  gratuitous  assumption :  the  members  of 
the  profession  practising  midwifery,  are  too  deeply  in. 
terested,  too  feelingly  alive,  too  morally  inclined,  too 
humanely  attaohed  to  the  infiintine  life,  ever  to  permit 
on  any  occasion,  the  sacrifice  of  that  life,  where  their 
strenuous  and  earnest  endeavours  can  prevent  it.    They 


do  hold  the  scales,  and  I  ho^  peeiido-philanthropy  with 
them,  will  ever  kick  the  beam. 

You  say,  also,  that  it  i»  not-right  to  destroy  the  child^. 
as  soon  as  the  mother's  life  is  endangered,  that  the 
accoucheur  is  to  teait  till  it  really  is,  for  the  precarious 
chance  of  saving  the  child's  life  ;  and  you  justly  say, 
'*  the  law  of  God  and  man  alike  tells  us,  we  shall  not 
kill,  and  that  a  greater  warrant  is  required,  thatT  the 
mere  accidental  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  life  in* 
volved."  Accidental  estimate?  No:  sound  logical 
deduction  from  well  ascertained  premises. 

Wait  not,  when  the  mother's  life  is  at  all  endangered, 
till  you  are  satisfied  that  it  will  be  sacrificed,  before  you 
rescue  her  by  killing  her  child ;  if  you  do,  and  the 
mother  dies,  who  then  has  disobeyed  the  law  of  God 
and  man  ?  To  illustrate  this,  I  report  to  you  three 
cases  that  have  very  recently  occurred  to  me  in  my 
practice  here  with  my  nephew,  Mr.  Robert  N.  Day, 
M.R.C.S.,  and  L.A.C.,  at  Harlow. 

Mrs.  H.,  aged  30,  had  been  delivered  of  two  children 
at  the  interval  of  a  year  between  each,  attended  by  two 
different  gentlemen,  and  each  time  craniotomy  had  been 
performed,  on  account  of  the  abnormal  projection  of 
the  promontory  of  the  sacrum ;  she  vras  told  by  each 
medical  attendant,  that  if  she  was  ever  again  enceinte, 
it  would  be  necessary,  to  insure  her  life,  that  her 
labour  should  be  brought  on  at  seven  months.  On 
being  consulted,  I  obtained  the  particulars  of  her 
case  from  her  former  attendant,  and  agreed  at  the 
proper  time  to  do  the  needful. 

On  the  19th  of  October  last,  I  went  with  Mr.  Day 
to  her  house,  intending  to  dilate  the  os  uteri  with  the 
compressed  sponge  tent  and  probe  used  for  that  purpose,, 
but  having  easily  found  it  over  the  pubes,  I  was  able  to 
dilate  it  with  my  finger,  so  as  to  admit  the  spring  stilet, 
with  which  I  punctured  the  membranes.  In  thirty- 
six  hours  labour  began,  but  the  os  being  rigid,  I  smeared 
it  over  with  the  extract  of  belladonna,  mixed  with  lard,, 
which  had  the  desired  effect  of  relaxing  it  in  an  hour, 
when  I  gave  a  dose  of  the  essence  of  secale  comutum, 
and  in  another  half  hour  the  child  was  expelled  and  the 
case  did  well. 

The  second  case  occurred  on  the  21st  of  October 
last.  Mr.  Day  sent  for  me  to  Mrs.  B.,  aged  28«  who 
had  borne  two  children,  she  had  been  in  labour  twelve 
hours ;  the  pains  were  severe  but  the  head  had  not 
made  any  progress  for  more  than  six  hours.  There- 
being  much  haemorrhage  I  used  the  forceps  at  once,, 
and  speedily  accomplished  the  delivery,  saving  both 
mother  and  chUd. 

The  third  case  was  a  very  severe  one.  Mr.  Day  sent 
for  me  on  the  6th  of  November  instant,  to  a  Mrs.  C, 
aged  39,  who  had  borne  ten  children,  but  had  been 
injured  in  her  back  some  eight  months  ago,  and  had  not 
been  able  to  move  about  during  the  last  three  months  : 
'she  had  been  twenty-four  hours  in  labour,  and  the  head 
was  firmly  wedged  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  the  last 
dorsal  vertebra  and  the  sacrum  projecting  so  much, 
there  was  scarcely  room  for  my  two  fingers  to  pass ; 
after  waiting  some  time,  and  the  woman  becoming 
much  exhausted,  I  felt  assured  she  would  die,  unless 
delivery  was  speedily  accomplished.  I  failed  in  en- 
deavouring to  pass  the  vectis,  and  also  the  forceps  from, 
want  of  room,  and  the  only  alternative  was  craniotomy.. 
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After  using  the  perforator  and  passing  the  crotchet  into 
the  cranium,  I  was  unable,  though  I  had  a  firm  hold, 
to  move  the  head,  and  after  breaking  down  the  os 
frontis  and  parietalia,  it  required  very  considerable 
traction  to  bring  it  down,  which  was,  however,  safely 
accomplished,  and  the  poor  woman  is  doing  well.  I 
mention  these  cases,  and  I  hope  you  will  publish  them, 
to^how  by  the  first  that  it  is  '*  neentarj/  in  all  eateSt** 
where  the  pelvis  is  so  small  as  to  cause  (tny  danffer 
from  delivery  at  the  full  period,  to  bring  on  premature 
labour  at  seven  months,  though  you  say  not !  By  the 
second  case,  where  there  is  danger  to  both  mother  and 
child  by  procrastination,  to  advise  no  time  to  be  lost, 
but  at  once  to  save  both  by  the  early  use  of  the  forceps. 
By  the  thurd  case,  to  intitt  upon  the  fad  that  it  is 
neeetsary  to  destroy  the  child  by  craniotomy,  to  save 
the  mother's  life,  and  this  is  not  murder,  but  if  it  is  not 
done  and  the  mother  dies  in  consequence^  if  it  is  not 
murder,  it  is  culpable  homicide ! 

I  am.  Sir,  yours  truly, 

WM.  COLLYNS,  M.R.C.S. 
Harlow,  Nov.  11,  1852. 


THE  AMENDED  DRAFT  BILL. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Protrincial  Medical  and  Suryieal 
Journal, 
Sir, — The  appearance  of  the  "  Amended  Draft  of 
the  proposed  Medical  Bill"  in  the  pages  of  the  last 
number  of  the  Journal^  and  your  invitation  for  commu- 
nications respecting  it,  reminds  me  of  having  hitherto 
neglected  to  direct  your  attention  to  a  monstrous  abuse 
peculiar  to  the  medical  profession,  for  which  it  does 
not,  in  my  estimation,  provide  a  sufficient  remedy. 
I  allude  to  the  practice  of  charging  high  prices  for 
medicines  as  a  remuneration  for  professional  services. 
Clause  23,  indeed,  empowers  registered  persons  to 
recover  reasonable  charges  for  advice,  visits,  and  medi- 
cines, and  Clause  24  prohibits  any  other  person  from 
doing  so;  and  this  is  all  very  proper  and  desirable, 
and  would  seem  necessarily  to  lead  to  a -discontinuance 
of  the  old  system ;  but  why  leave  to  chance  that  which 
might  so  readily  be  reduced  to  certainty  —  why  not 
prohibit  a  practice  that  is  in  every  respect  so  objec- 
tionable ?  If  medical  men  wtV/,  or  mustf  supply  medi- 
cines to  their  patients,  being  empowered  by  law  to 
recover  for  professional  services,  it  surely  can  be  no 
hardship  to  require  them  to  supply  those  medicines  at 
the  druggist's  price;  there  need  not  be  two  prices  for 
the  same  thing,  and  if  the  druggist's  price  is  to  be 
regarded  as  the  f^ir  market  price,  I  would  have  such  to 
be  the  only  price  recognized  by  law.  And  suppose  it 
should  result  that  medical  men,  when  properly  paid  for 
their  professional  services  as  a  separate  item,  should  be 
able  to  supply  medicines  for  less  than  the  druggists' 
present  charge,  it  may  be  no  loss  to  the  public  to 
discover  that  their  friends  the  druggists  have  hitheito 
made  more  free  with  their  pockets  than  fair  dealing 
could  in  all  cases  justify.  There  is  no  doubt  that  medi- 
cines may  be  supplied  for  less  than  the  generality  of 
chemists  and  druggists  now  charge  for  them,  and  that 
medical  men  may  be  able  to  supply  them  at  a  very  low 


price  without  any  disadvantage  to  themselves,  wboi 
properly  paid  for  their  professional  services.  I  wodd 
not  advocate  the  supply  of  medicines  gratoitooslj,  Int 
in  common  honesty  they  should  be  sapplied  at  i 
reasonable  profit,  and  not  as  heretofore,  at  double, 
treble,  five,  or  ten  times  as  much  as  they  are  wottii. 
A  few  additional  words  in  Clause  23  would  acoompBik 
my  purpose,  and  at  once  effectually  annihiUte  one 
of  the  greatest  evihi  the  profiession  has  hiflierto  had  to 
deal  with.  You  may  possibly  argue  that  the  dame  e 
it  stands  is  calculated  ultimately  to  do  this.  I  adait 
that  such  ought  to  be  its  effect,  but  am  unwiUin;  tlat 
so  important  a  result  should  be  left  to  dnaoe. 
Besides,  there  would  be  this  advantage  likely  io  ane 
from  the  prohibition — it  would  clearly  deiDonstnte  to 
the  public  the  necessity  for  the  change  of  system,  aod 
by  placing  our  professional  services  in  thdr  proper  lad 
legitimate  position,  tend  much  to  enhance  the  sfatttd 
the  profession  in  public  estimation.  And  if  it  be 
objected  that  the  profession  will  soon  cease,  after  the 
passing  of  this  Bill,  to  supply  medicines  to  thdr 
patients  altogether,  I  meet  the  objection  by  the  aoiir- 
ance,  that  in  small  country  towns  and  rural  districts 
this  will  be  found  for  the  most  part  impracticable. 

There  is  another  point  unprovided  for  in  the  Bill, 
and  that  is,  quackery — quackery  in  the  ranks  of  tlie 
profesnon ;  but  Sir  James  Graham,  who  so  anwisdy 
distinguished  himself  as  the  patron  of  qnacki  and 
quackery,  has,  I  suppose,  rendered  these  gentry  all  bat 
invulnerable ;  they  must  therefore  of  nepeidty,  on  the 
present  occasion,  go  free,  or  be  dealr  with  m  a  fiffwent 
way.  It  does,  however,  appear  to  be  a  good  oppor- 
tunity lost,  not  to  invest  the  Medical  Council  of  Ctaae 
3  with  power  to  decide  what  is  Intimate  in  practice  and 
what  is  not,  and  to  punish  those  who  arc  guilty  of  thus 
offending,  by  suspending  their  licence  to  practise,  aod 
by  erasing  their  names  from  the  registry.  Snch  antbority 
might,  too,  occasionally  prove  of  great  importance  ia 
the  department  of  forensic  medicine.  I  offer  this  litter 
silggestion,  however,  with  considerable  diffidence;  and 
begging  the  Council  of  the  Association  to  accept  ny 
thanks  as  one  of  the  medical  community  for  the  pains 
they  have  taken  to  bring  this  long  subject  of  agitatioB 
to  a  satisfactory  conclusion,  and  vrith  every  desire  to  see 
the  consummation  of  our  wishes  effected, 

I  am  Sir,  yours,  &c., 

JAMES  COLE. 

Bewdley,  Nov,  16,  1852. 
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To  theJEditor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Swr^ivl 
Journal, 
Sir — My  attention  has  been  arrested  by  your  rcp«t 
tff  the  "Proceedings"  of  the  "Bath  and  Bristol  BnnA" 
in  relation  to  Mr.  Cox,  to  whom,  as  well  as  the  olte  j 
gentlemen  who  spoke  on  the  occasion,  I  am  a  stranger. 
"  To  err  is  human."  It  is  admitted  that  a  snrgeofi's 
claims  for  remuneration  are,  within  neasonable  fini^' 
discretionary.  A  demand  made  under  eidteaient 
caused  by  the  misconduct  of  a  patient  for  sff"* 
meant  at  first  to  be  gratuitous,  is  an  offence  so  t«*» 
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especially  when  acknowledged  with  regret,  that  if  the 
Council  wipe  it  from  the  taUet  of  their  memory  they 
will  not  damage  **  the  honour  of  the  Association"  half 
ao  much  aa  hy  persisting  with  affected  liberality,  but 
deoeriiy  of  intention,  in  an  iU-sustained  charge  of 
firand.  The  sentiments  expressed  by  Dr.  Sympnds  are 
entirely  my  own.  Indeed,  I  may  go  farther:  for 
though  I  am  not  disposed  to  extenuate  the  indiscretion 
of  Mr.  Cox,  I  deem  him  entitled  to  sympathy,  since 
ha  has  suffered  from  the  groundless  assertion  that 
gonorrhoea  and  syphilis  cannot  coexist.  Several  times 
in  my  practice  has  this  complication  occurred.  Last 
year  a  gentleman  consulted  me  for  a  sharp  attack  of  the 
former:  the  glans  penis  could  not  be  fully  exposed, 
chancres  remained  for  some  time  undetected,  and,  in 
due  course,  secondary  symptoms  supervened.  I  doubt 
not  that  many  of  my  professional  brethren  can  adduce 
similar  cases,  and  will  acquit  Mr.  Cox  of  the  graver 
portion  of  the  eharge.  In  relation  to  tho  rest,  who 
shall  cast  the  first  stone  at  him  ? 

I  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

M.D.,  F.R.C.S. 


Sir,-— The  Report  of  the  Council  will  inform  your 
readers  that  Mr.  Cox  has  mthdrawn  from  the  Pro- 
▼intnal  Medical  and  Surgical  Association.  This  step 
on  his  part,  in  the  opinion'  of  the  Council,  rendered 
farther  investigation  unnecessary,  and  therefore  we 
were  not  called  upon  to  say  anything  on  the  subject. 
In  taking  leave  of  this  unpleasant  affair,  we  beg  to 
put  before  the  profession  the  following  statements,  to 
the  truth  of  which  we  pledge  ourselves. 

We  went  to  the  trial  of  Bourn  r.  Cox  reluctant 
witnesses,  without  any  previous  communication  with 
each  other,  or  with  the  plaintiff,  and  without  the 
slightest  intimation  as  to  what  would  be  the  nature  of 
the  questions  proposed  to  us.  We  did  not  assert  that 
syphilis  and  gonorrhoea  could  not  possibly  coexist. 
We  know  that  the  Jury  were  not  influenced  in  their 
decision  by  any  medical  opinions  about  the  coexistence 
of  syphilis  and  gonorrhoea. 

FREDERICK  FIELD, 
JOHN  S.  BARTRUM, 
CHAS.  ALEX.  HARRIES, 
EDWIN  SKEATE, 
EDMUND  L.  BAGSHAWE. 
Bath,  Nov,  16,  1852. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal, 

Sift,— In  the  report  of  the  Meeting  at  Bristol  in 
yov  last  Journal,  p.  589, 1  have  just  read  with  inex- 
pressible surprise  the  following  words  of  Mr.  John 
Barrett : — "As  to  the  operations,  a  young  man  whom 
he  (Mr.  Barrett)  saw  at  the  Coxirt,  named  Biggs,  he 
believed  had  stated  that  Bourn  had  admitted  to  him 
that  the  bougie  had  been  passed."  In  answer  to  this 
I  liave  only  to  declare  most  positively  and  distinctly^ 
that  Mr.  John  Barrett's  statement  has  not  the  slightest 
foundation  in  truth,  and  is,  indeed,  exactly  contrary  to 
fact,  as  the  only  remark  I  made  to  Mr.  B.  wasy  **  that 
having  had  a  conversation  with  Bourn  relative  to  his 


disease,  and  he  havb^g  omitted  all  mention  qfthe  use  qf 
the  bougie,  1  believed  (as  I  still  do)  that  it  had  never 
been  employed." 

Iieaving  your  readers  to  judge  whether  Mr.  B.'s 
statement  could  have  arisen  from  mistake^  or  whether 
it  had  any  purpose  in  view,  and  relying  on  your  well 
known  impartiality  to  insert  this  letter  in  your  next 
publication, 

I  remain,  Sir,  yours  very  obediently, 

ROBERT  BIGGS. 

Charing  Cross  Hospital,  Nov.  18,  1852. 


AN  URGENT  CASE  OF  DISTRESS. 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 

Sm, — Under  the  high  sanction  of  the  name  of  the 
Treasurer  of  your  Medical  Benevolent  Fund,  I  venture 
earnestly  to  entreat  permission,  through  the  medium  of 
your  journal,  to  appeal  to  every  lady,  whose  husband 
is  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association,  to  co-operate  with  me  in  efideavouring  to 
further  the  cause  of  benevolence  on  behalf  of  the 
unfortunate  widow  lady  whose  case  was  advertised  in- 
your  last  journal. 

I  am  sure  that  the  heart  of  every  wife  and  mother 
must  have  responded  to  that  touching  appeal,  and  that 
each  one  has  been  ready  to  exclaim, — \'  What  can  I  do  ?*' 
I  would  humbly  beg  an  indulgent  ear  to  a  suggestioa 
which  this  feeling  has  prompted  in  my  own  mind, — that 
if  each  lady  were  to  contribute  twelve  postage  stamps, 
the  sum,  though  small  individually,  yet  collectively 
would  form  a  considerable  addition  to  the  fund  which 
is  now  being  raised  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  widow 
and  her  destitute  fiimily,  and  we  should  each  have  the 
satisfaction  of  feeling,  that  by  casting  in  our  mite  we 
had  assisted  towards  relieving  one  of  our  afllicted 
sisters  from  that  heavy  weight  of  woe  which,  from  my 
personal  knowledge,  is  now  crushing  her  to  the  earth. 

The  answers  of  those  ladies  who  may  kindly  approve 
of  my  suggestion,  will  be  most  thankfully  received  by 
Mrs.  D.  Powis,  Cookham,  Maidenhead;  Mrs.  T.  B. 
Winter,  28,  Montpelier  Road,  Brighton ;  Mn. 
Newnham,  Famham,  Surrey. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CAROLINE  NEWNHAM. 

Famham,  November  12,  1852. 


GERMANY. 
The  Chemical  Constitution  of  Cod-Liver  Oil.. 

WiNCKLER  has  published  his  investigations  on  this 
subject  in  a  recent  number  of  "  Buchner'sRcpertorium.'* 
He  has  ascertained  that  cod-liver  o\\  presents  certain 
peculiarities  of  composition  which  distinguish  it  from 
any  other  fatty  remedial  agents.  When  saponified  hy 
potash  it  becomes  disintegrated  into  oleic  and  margaric 
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acids  and  oxide  of  prvpyUi  bnt  when  saponified  by 
oxide  of  lead,  it  separates  into  the  two  aforesaid  adds, 
and  propffUe  acid;  no  glycerin  (hydrated  oxide  of 
l^eyle)  being  set  free  in  either  case.  Hence,  in  cod- 
Hrer  oil  the^/yeyfe  is  rq>laoed  hfprapyie,  which  con- 
flists  of  six  atoms  of  carbon  and  seren  of  faydiogen. 
Henoe  ood-lirer  oil  is  the  only  officinal  oil  which  can 
form  propylamine  with  ammonia,  and  as  ammonia  b 
contained  in  certain  of  the  animal  juices,  this  compound 
is  probably  formed  in  them.  Winckler  has  actually 
^ktected  it  both  in  the  sweat  and  mine,  f  We  may 
obsenre  that  Wertheim  has  ascertained  that  the  brine 
in  which  herrings  have  been  pickled  contains  very  con- 
siderable quantities  of  propyUunine ;  and  that  Dessaignes 
has  foond  it  in  chenopodiam  vulgare— a  plant  which 
resembles  pickled  her^ngs  in  smell,  and  formerly  was 
in  great  repatation  for  diseases  of  the  female  generative 
organs.  Very  probably  this  compound  exists  in  the 
secretion  of  .the  Yaginal  mucous  membrane.  ]^iS^cAini<7/'« 
Jakrlmeher  Bd.  75,  No.  2. 

New    Paescriptions   prom    thb    Pharmacopceia 
PENNiCA--(Ed.  2nda,  Helsingfors). 

1.  Adeps  BenzoinaiuM. — Let  one  pound  of  pfepared 
lard  be  melted  with  two  drachms  of  gum  benzoin,  and 
the  mixture  be  strained.  The  gum  benzoin  prevents 
the  lard  from  becoming  rancid. 

2.  Emplaetrum  Amrnoniaco-KilUHeum. — Let  forty 
parts  of  gum  ammoniac  be  mixed  with  eight  pints  of 
finegar  of  squills,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistence  of 
a  plaster. 

3.  Emplcutrum  Saponaceo-plumbicum. — Let  ten 
ounces  of  shavings  of  Castile  soap  be  dissolved  in  forty, 
iive  ounces  of  olive  oil;  add  nine  ounces  of  white  lead 
(the  carbonate,)  and  a  pound  and  a  half  of  red  lead  (the 
red  oxide) ;  heat  the  mixture  over  a  fii«  till  it  is  per- 
fectly dissolved,  and  assumes  a  brown  colour;  then  add 
an  ounce  and  a  half  of  Venice  turpentine. 

4.  Emulno  Guaiaei,  seu  Mietura  AniarthriUea 
Bergeri.'^het  two  drachms  of  powdered  gum  arabic, 
four  drachms  of  guaiacum  resin,  and  an  ounce  and  a 
half  of  white  sugar,  be  dissolved  in  nine  .ounces  of 
peppermint  water. 

5.  EmuUio  Salina.-^het  three  drachms  of  tartrate 
of  potash  be  dissolved  in  one  pint  of  milk  of  almonds. 

6.  Hydrat  Magneticua  in  Aqua, — Let  three  pounds 
of  sulphate  of  magnesia  be  precipitated  by  a  solution 
of  potash,  and  suflScient  water  be  added  to  the  washed 
precipitate  to  increase  its  weight  to  seven  pounds. 

7.  Liquor  Sulfalie  Ferrid.—^Let  eight  ounces  of 
sulphate  of  iron  be  mixed  with  an  ounce  and  a  half  of 
sulphuric  acid  and  eight  ounces  of  water,  and  be 
oxidized  with  nitric  acid ;  let  water  be  then  added  till 
the  mixture  weighs  two  pounds.  From  two  drachms 
of  this  liquor,  three  dnu^ms  of  water,  and  seven 
drachms  of  the  preceding  hydras  magnegicua,  we  may 
at  once  obtain  the  hydratid  peroxide  of  iron  used  in 
cases  of  poisoning  by  arsenic. 

8.  Syrupua  Hydraryyri.-^ljet  one  draohm  of 
metallic  mercury  bo  triturated  with  three  drachma  of 
gum  arable,  three  of  sugar,  and  two  of  rose-water, 


udtibeaidd 
Useful  m  the  eyflnlK 

•Pkepaied  from  the  teh 
oxypoccos.^gcfaarfff 


tiU  all  meCalUc  globules  have 
four  ouDoesof 
of  diildrea. 

9.   ^fngras  Qryeocct.^ 
jaioe  of  the  benies  of 
Jakrb.,  Bd.  75,  No.  2. 


On  the  Nerves  op  the  Heart. 

Dr.  Cloetta  has  carefully  dissected  thenervaistk 
human  heart,  and  in  the  hearts  of  calves  and  oxea,  ad 
his  results,  in  a  great  measure,  confirm  tiie  statemcnti 
of  Dr.  Robert  Lee. 

In  the  mammalia  there  lies  between  the  polmoniiy 
artery  and  the  aorta  a  large  nervous  plexus,  from  whicb 
numerous  branches  pass  to  the  auricles  and  veohidea, 
some  running  superficially,  and  others  in  compantiTdy 
thick  cords  entering  the  septum.  On  the  anridesind 
on  the  auriculo-ventricular  septa  the  nerves  foim 
plexuses,  and  ganglia  are  present.  The  saperfidil 
nerves  may  be  very  distinctly  perceived  in  the  hearts  of 
oxen  and  calves,  bnt  are  best  seen  in  the  heart  of  the 
foetal  calf;  they  present  litUe  reguhuity  either  in  thdr 
number  or  in  their  course.  In  the  calf  they  form  a 
distinct  net-work ;  in  man  they  are  extremely  diffiolt 
to  demonstrate.  '  In  the  ox  and  in  the  calf  the  foper- 
fidal  nerves  present  a  number  of  flattened  dilititioni 
at  the  points  where  they  traverse  vessels ;  and  tiiett 
seem  (according  to  Cloetta)  to  be  the  stnictnrBS  wfcidi 
Lee  regards  as  ganglia;  a  microscopic  ezBminalioa 
shows,  however,  that  they  contain  no  ganglionic  eelli. 
The  left  ventricle  is  richer  in  nerves  than  the  right; 
Cloetta  was  unable,  from  the  Hant  of  any  verj  good 
specimens,  to  determine  whether  in  the  human  bypertn^ 
phied  heart  the  nerves  grow  in  the  same  ratio  with  the 
muscular  substance.  He  could  often .  percrive  the 
nerves  of  the  endocardium  with  the  naked  eye.  He 
was  unable  to  find  the  fascia  cordis,  which  according  to 
Lee,  must  be  removed  before  the  nerves  are  dissected.— 
Cloetia  in  Verhmdl  d,  Med.-Pkya,  Get,  zu  Wvrzkmti 
vol.  iii.,  No.  1. 

On  Opianine,  a  New  Base  in  Opiuu. 

A  Vienna  apothecary  was  recently  preparing  mofphis 
from  a  specimen  of  Egyptian  opium ;  with  the  morphii 
which  he  obtained  there  was  mixed  another  alkakiid, 
which  he  supposed  to  be  narcotine,  but  which  Dr. 
Hinterbcrger  discovered  to  be  a  new  base,  and  named 
opianine.  It  crystallizes  in  long,  colourless,  transpotot, 
glistening  needles.  It  contains  sixty-six  atoms  of 
carbon,  thirty-six  of  hydrogen,  two  of  nitrogeo,  aid 
twenty-one  of  oxygen.  It  is  insoluble  in  water,  md 
only  very  slightly  soluble  in  boiling  alcohol,  tm 
which  it  crystallizes  on  cooling.  In  its  narcotic  actioii 
it  appears  strongly  to  resemble  morphia.  A  paralld  | 
experiment  was  tried  with  two  kittens  (each  six  months  i 
old).  To  one  was  gi\en  two  grains  of  pure  motphiftt 
and  to  the  other  an  equal  quantity  of  opianine.  Itt 
the  course  of  eight  minutes  both  kittens  presented  the 
following  symptoms: — The  pupils  were  very  moch 
dilated,   the  eyes  were    fixed,  the  tails  were  draws 
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inwvrds,  and  there  was  foaming  at  the  month ;  after- 
wards they  walked  unsteadily,  trembled,  and  vomited, 
ottered  occasional  cries,  and  there  was  paralysis  of  the 
hind  legs;  they  finally  lay  down,  conld  no  longer  be 
Housed,  and  were  insensible  to  the  action  of  caustic 
ammonia.  In  the  course  of  a  day  they  both  recovered. 
— HnUerherger,  Siiz.'Bericht  der  Wien,  Aiad.^  der 
Wissetueh.  Bd.  7,  No.  3. 


^rmitttial  jEttfiirnl  k  ^argital  SnnrnaL 

WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  24,  1852. 

It  was  our  intention  to  liave  made  some 
further  comments  upon  the  amended  Drafl  Bill 
in  the  present  number  of  the  Journal,  but  we  have 
been  prevented  doing  so  owing  to  the  severe 
illness  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee  (Mr. 
Gbobge  Hastings)  immediately  on  his  return 
from  Scotland.  We  may,  however,  state,  that 
l^t  gentleman,  with  Mr.  Ntthitblbt,  has  had 
several  very  satisfactory  interviews  with  Deputa- 
tions from  the  Scotch  medical  bodies,  who  have 
agreed  to  carry  out  the  scheme  by  the  framing 
of  clauses  on  a  similar  principle  to  those  already 
adopted  by  the  Association  for  this  country. 
We  trust  that  the  Deputation  appointed  to  con* 
fer  with  the  Council  of  the  College  of  Surgeons 
in  London,  may  be  equally  successful. 

Although  we  have  not  received  the  official 
[Report  of  the  Coimcil  of  the  Bath  and  Bristol 
Branch  of  the  Association,  we  understand  that 
Mr.  Cox  has  withdrawn  from  the  A^sooiation, 
and  has  thus,  of  course,  stopped  all  further  in- 
Testigation  into  his  conduct  We  have  already 
expressed  our  sentiments  upon  this  painful  sub- 
ject so  fully,  that  there  is  no  necessity  to  do 
more  than  express  the  hope,  that  by  a  rigid 
course  of  upright  professional  conduct,  he  may 
regain  that  staCtu  which  he  has  now — we  hope 
for  a  time  only — lost.  Whilst  on  this  subject 
we  beg  to  draw  attention  to  the  letter  of  Mr. 
CoLB,  published  at  page  622,  which  certainly,  if 
attended  to,  would  obviate  much  of  the  odium 
which  the  public  now  sprinkle  upon  us  with  no 
unsparing  hand.  If  the  profession  could  only 
agree  upon  a  scale  of  charges  suited  to  the 
Tarying  aspects  of  medical  life,  this  might — 
though  not  easily,  be  avoided. 


OuE  correspondent,  Mr.  Collyns,  must  par- 
don us  for  suggesting  that  his  letter  does  not  at 
all  meet  the  point  in  dispute  between  Mr. 
Shbppabd  and  ourselves.  It  is  not  that  we 
differ  as  to  the  propriety  of  saving  the  mother's 
life,by  the  sacrifice  of  the  child,  but  that  we  are  not 
agreed  as  to  the  precise  time  at  which  interference 
is  necessary.  We  fully  agree  as  to  the  soimdness 
of  Mr.  CoLLYNs's  practice,  but  in  all  of  his 
cases  everything  was  done  to  save  the  child 
which  could  be  done,  and  therefore  they  are  not 
in  point.  If  Mr.  Collyks,  in  his  second  case, 
had  perforated  the  head,  we  should  say  that  he 
would  have  acted  most  improJ)crly  ;  as  it  was,  he 
did  what  all  would  advise,  and  saved  both  mother 
and  child.  The  subject  is  worn  threadbare,  and 
we  therefore  refrain  from  any  further  observa- 
tions upon  it,  especially  as  our  spaee  is  limited 
by  the  necessity  for  accommodating  our  numerous 
correspondents  before  the  removal  of  the  Journal 
to  London. 


(F^rom  our  own  CorrespondentJ 

London,  Nov.  22,  1852. 

I  must  mention  toe  accident,  which  oocorred  at  theZoo- 
logtcal  Gardens  through  the  folly  of  oneofthe  keepers  who» 
being  intoxicated  y  began  playing  with  the  Indian  Cobra  di 
Capello.  He  was  bitten  by  it  on  the  nose,  and  dying  about 
an  hour  afterwards,  it  has  led  to  the  deluging  the  dail; 
press  with  letters  laying  down  a  plan  of  treatment  to  be 
adopted  in  such  cases,  in  some  of  which  the  method 
pursued  is  rather  sharply  criticised,  the  writers  not 
having  taken  into  due  consideration  the  state  the  man 
was  in  when  he  airived  at  the  hospital.  From  tiie 
acooont  furnished  in  the  columns  of  the  Medical  Timetf 
it  is  evident  that  he  was  past  all  hope  of  recovery,  tha 
time  having  been  allowed  to  elapse  in  the  gardens^ 
during  which  an  attempt  ought  to  have  been  made, 
without  an  endeavour  to  counteract  the  animal's 
poison.  The  proper  plan,  if  the  person  is  seen 
soon  after  the  accident,  is  to  cut  out  the  bitten 
part  if  possible,  to  cauterise  it,  apply  cupping  glasses, 
or  to  suck  it,  as  recommended  by  the  coroner,  as  the 
poison  may  with  safety  be  taken  into  the  stomach ;  but 
if  that  be  practised  it  behoves  the  operator  to  make 
sure  that  he  has  neither  eraeke,  finuret,  nor  broken 
eurfaee  on  hie  Up$,  for  if  he  has,  he  will  assuredly 
tranfer  the  poison  from  the  victim  to  himself.  The 
application  of  eau  de  luce  (an  old  preparation  of 
ammonia  and  ambei]f,  with  sal  volatile,  brandy,  ot 
other  stimuli  given  internally,  and  keeping  the  person 
walking  about,  will  generally  prove  successful ;  but  if 
the  time  when  this  should  be  done  is  thrown  away, 
and  the  patient  is  not  seen  till  he  is  in  the  state  that 
I  Gurling  was,  when  admitted,  then  artificial  respiration,. 
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and  the  treatment  used  in  the  hospital,  with  perhaps 
the  forming  an  atmosphere  of  ammonia  aroand  him, 
give  the  onlj  chance  for  life,  and  a  very  poor  one  it  is. 
Arsenic  has  been  recommended  as  a  cufftdTe  agent,  to 
be  given  in  large  doses;  but  its  action  on  the  system  is 
mnch  too  slow  to  be  effectual  in  cases  where  death 
follows  in  an  hour  or  two.  The  celebrated  Tanjore  pill 
contains  a  notable  quantity  of  that  mineral.  Sir  £. 
Home  mentions  a  case  of  a  man  bitten  by  a  rattlesnake, 
who  survived  the  injuries  some  fifteen  or  sixteen  days, ' 
^ying  afterwards  from  the  effects  of  diffuse  inflammation 
in  the  part  bitten.  To  cause  a  fatal  result  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  the  poison  be  introduced  into  the 
blood ;  if  applied  to  an  unbroken  surface,  or  taken  into 
the  stomach,  it  is  effete. 

An  opinion  has  prevailed  that  serpents  brought  from 
a  warm  climate  lose  a  great  deal  of  the  energy  of  their 
poison  in  the  more  temperate  countricSf  but  this  and 
4>ther  cases  prove  that  opinion  to  be  erroneous. 

'Sad  news  have  arrived  from  Germany.  What  Justus 
liebig  is  to  chemistry,  was  Nees  von  Esenbech  to 
botany  and  natural  hsstory,  and  yet  how  different  is 
their  fate.  The  one,  in  the  prime  of  life,  courted  by 
all  men  who  love  science,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  high 
reputation,  and  of  a  lucrative  professorship  at  Munich's 
famous  University,  and  rich  withal.  The  other,  in 
almost  extreme  old  age,  deprived  of  his  professorship 
for  his  political  proceedings,  without  property  of  any 
kind,  save  his  invaluable  herbarium,  and  dying  of  star- 
vation in  a  place  no  better  than  a  cow-shed  in  the 
suburbs  of  Breslau.  The  following  is  the  account  given 
of  the  present  condition  of  this  Frince^aeileprincepg — 
in  natural  history  :— 

The  Wiener  Zeitung  publishes  an  appeal  on  behalf 
of  Nees  von  Esenbach,  one  of  the  most  learned  German 
naturalists,  who,  having  lost  his  professorship  on  account 
of  tho  part  he  took  in  the  political  troubles  of  1848-49, 
is  now  living  in  the  most  extreme  destitution  and  misery 
in  Breslau.  His  deprivations  are  not  comparative ;  he 
is  literally  threatened  with  death  from  old  age  and 
hunger.  The  paper  states  that  the  Professor,  who  is  in 
his  76th  year,  lives  in  a  low  suburb  of  Breslau,  in  a 
miserable  den  that  can  hardly  be  called  a  room,  over  a 
cow-stall.  His  extensive  library  has  been  sold  to  pay 
his  debts,  and  n  large  collection  of  plants,  which  in 
some  branches  is  described  as  unequalled,  he  has  in 
^ain  endeavoured  to  dispose  of.  It  is  his  only  property, 
and,  after  the  trifle  it  may  realize  has  been  exhausted, 
there  is  nothing  before  the  grey-haired  savan  but  starv- 
ation. 

But  surely  the  literary  and  scientific  world,  albeit  not 
itself  rich,  will  never  permit  so  sad  a  fate  to  overtake 
the  rash  politician,  the  learned,  the  talented  eavan  f  Is 
there  no  Meecenas  of  the  present  day  willing  to  part 
with  a  little  of  his  wealth  to  rescue  Von  BssenbacK 
from  the  horrors  of  death  by  starvation  ?  The  old  man 
was  not  idle  while  his  powers  of  mind  could  be  fruitful. 
A  more  valuable  or  excellent  work  than  his  great  one 
■in  folio,  on  botany,  has  never  been  prescnteil  to  the 
world,  and  now  is  the  time  that  his  services  could  best 
^  be  acknowledged.  Poor  Hancock,  of  Est»equibo,  him- 
self an  admirable  botanist,  and  a  clever  and  learned 
physician,  after  having  been  plundered  by  swindlers  in 


his  old  age  of  all  he  possessed,  died  sadly  in  this  i 
polls  of  disease,  induced  by  poverty  and  want  in  ila 
direst  form.  Let  us  not  have  to  record  the  name  of 
another  great  botanist  as  ''starved  to  death!"  U 
Germany  will  do  nothing  for  one  of  her  greatest  bmii, 
let  England  shame  her  by  rendering  efficient  and  timdj 
aid.     Such  is  our  earnest  hope  and  aspiration. 

A  strange  affair  took  place  a  few  days  ago,  near  the 
Edgware  Road,  which  has  been  recorded  in  the  ] 
under  the  heading  "  Perils  of  a  Surgeon.''  It  i 
as  well  have  been  designated  "  Brutal  Freaks  of  a 
Madman.'  *  A  surgeon  and  his  assistant,  while  engaged, 
by  order  of  the  Coroner,  in  making  the  pott-moriem 
examination  of  a  female  suicide,  was  attacked  by  tiie 
hdsband,  who,  after  seizing  portions  of  the  body, 
exhibited  them  to  a  mob  he  had  collected  outside  the 
house,  and  after  denouncing  the  medical  men  aa  hit 
wife's  murderer,  called  on  those  assembled  to  aid  him  in 
obtaining  vengeance.  He  then  rushed  back  to  tlia 
room,  tore  the  clothes  from  their  backs,  and  made 
several  violent  attempts  to  cut  their  throats,  in  avoiding 
which  the  surgeon's  hands  were  greatiy  mangled.  The 
mob  finally  turned  them  out  of  the  house.  The  sole 
remedy  the  medical  men  seem  likely  to  get^  is  compen- 
sation for  the  destruction  of  their  clothing,  the  huabaad 
being  also  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace.  Now,  this  is 
not  enough ;  the  medical  men  were  engaged  in  the 
performance  of  a  public  duty,  ordered  by  a  competent 
authority,  and  are  as  much  entitled  to  protection,  wbile 
so  occupied,  as  are  the  police.  The  fellow  should  bavf 
been  taken  before  the  Magistrates,  by  whom,  doubllesi^ 
he  would  have  been  severely  punished,  if  he  were  not 
sent  for  trial  to  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  for  the 
attempt  to  commit  murder.  It  was  at  the  best  a  most 
gross  case  of  assault.  The  victim  was  BIr.  Obre,  the 
criminal  a  carpenter,  named  Jones. 

A  singular  ceremony  took  place  a  few  days  since  at 
Islington.  Mr.  Nobbs,  who  for  twenty-five  years  has 
been  the  surgeon,  priest,  and  governor  of  Fitcaim's 
Island,  in  the  Pacific,  was  admitted  to  holy  orders  by 
the  Bishop  ot  Sierra  Leone,  unfler  letters  dimiaaocy 
from  the  Bishop  of  London.  Pitcaim's  Island,  snp- 
posed  to  be  the  original  of  Byron's  poem,  ''The 
Island,"  was  first  inhabited  by  the  mutineers  of  tlio 
Bonntjf  in  1789,  and,  after  many  scenes  of  horror  and 
bloodshed,  fell  under  the  dominion  of  Adams,  one  of  Ae 
mutineers,  who  ruled  its  population  wisely,  and  welL 
Mr.  Nobbs,  who  was  acquainted  with  Adams,  afterwards 
became  their  governor,  their  medical  attendant,  and,  as 
already  stated,  their  priest,  marrying,  baptising,  and 
burying  as  such,  although  not  ordained  to  the  office. 
After  having  fulfilled  these  duties  for  a  long  period  of 
time,  he  was  sent  by  Rear- Admiral  Moresley  f» 
Valparaiso,  and  has  travelled  thence  to  England  far 
ordination.  It  is  supposed  that  in  a  few  weeks  he  will 
be  received  as  a  priest,  and  will  then  return  to  luf 
happy,  virtuous,  and  simple-hearted  subjects.  Ue 
whole  affair,  from  the  first  setting  sail  of  the  Bemmift 
the  brutal  misconduct  of  Lieutenant  Bligh  to  Chrislias 
and  the  others  of  his  crew,  the  proceedings  of  the 
mutineers,  the  capture,  shipwreck,  and  drowning  of 
some  t>f   them,   the  punishment  of  others,  and   the 
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escape  of  a  few  with  South  Sea  Islanders  into  the  wide 
and  wild  expanse  of  the  waters,  the  subsequent  dts- 
oovery  of  the  snnrivors  and  their  descendants  on 
Fitcaim's  Island,  the  bloody  scenes  there  enacted,  the 
subsequent  penitence  and  beneficial  rule  of  old  Adams 
the  mutineer,  with  the  simple,  affectionate,  and  earnest 
conduct  of  the  inhabitants,  and  their  submission  to 
their  pastor  and  surgeon,  constitute  one  of  those 
romantic  chapters  in  history,  which  clearly  prove  that 
truth  is  indeed  stranger  than  fiction.  That  a  surgeon 
should  hare  ruled  sway  for  so  long  a  time,  is  not  so 
wondrous.  Other  examples  might  be  adduced,  and 
indeed  the  foundation  of  our  Indian  power  is  clearly 
referrible  to  the  influence  of  un  English  surgeon  over  a 
native  prince ;  but  all  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  isbuid  are  deeply  tinged  with  romance,  not  the  least 
of  which  is  the  filling  of  the  patriarchal  office,  (for 
such  it  is  in  this  instance,)  by  one  who  was  to  the 
inhabitants  at  once  their  ruler,  surgeon,  priest,  and 
iriend.  Such  a  man  does,  indeed,  set  an  example  to 
the  rulers  of  the  earth,  and  at  the  same  time,  causes  us 
to  feel  proud  of  our  professioni  and  of  his  association 
with  it. 

Daring  the  last  few  years  several  inquests  have  been 
held  on  the  bodies  of  persons  deceased,  who  had  been 
pxeviously  attended  by  homoeopathic  practitioners.     In 
one  instance,  a  married  woman  died  from  inflammation 
of  the  brain ;  the  physician  who  attended  her,  formerly 
an  allopathic  lecturer,  abstained  totally  from  bleeding, 
and  did  not  even  give  a  dose  of  castor-oil,  although  the 
bowels  were  obstinately  confined.      Wo  do  not  remem- 
ber what  verdict  was  recorded  in  that  case,  nor  in  that 
of  a  solicitor  residing  near  Tottenham  Court  Road,  who 
died  from  some  chest  affection,  while  under  the  care  of 
a  vrell-known  homoeopath.      The  principal  feature  in 
that  case  was  the  total  and  continued  abstinence  from 
food  enforced  by  the  disciple  of   Hahneman.      In  a 
third  instance,  a  case  of  cholera  near  Camden  Town, 
a  similar  abstinence,  rigidly  enforced  by  the  homoeopath, 
who,  by-the-by,  was  the  patient's  brother,  led  the  Jury, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Membury  Wakley,  the  then 
Deputy-Coroner,  to  return  a  verdict  of  manslaughter, 
which^  however,  was  set  aside  at  the  Central  Criminal 
Court,  if  our  memory  mislead  us  not.      Recently  an 
inquest  was  held  by  the  Coroner  himself  in  Gloucester 
Place,   Bedford  Newtown,  on  the  body  of  a  female,  60 
years  of  age,  in  consequence  of  a  certificate  of  death  as 
follows  : — "  Margaret  Sedgwick  died  from  inflammation 
of  the  longs,  peritoneum,  and  the  liver ;  and  her  death 
zesolted  from,  I  believe,  the  neglect  of  the  homoeopathic 
attendant,  and  the  general  nullity  of  treatment."  After 
hearing   evidence,    the    Jury  returned  the  following 
aenaible  rerdict : — "  Deceased  died  from  inflammation 
of  the  laugs ;  but  we  are  not  competent  to  judge  of  the 
medical  treatment."    In  all  these  cases  the  disease  was 
acute,  and  of  great  severity ;  in  all  such  cases  homoeo- 
pathy must  fail ;  it  is  only  when  rest,  a  well-regulated 
diet,  and  the  other  means  unconnected  with  real  medical 
treatment,  are  sufficient  for  a  cure  or  for  relief,  that 
**  the  general  nullity  of  the  treatment "  can  obtain  a 
'credit  for  usefulness  to  which  it  is  not  in  reality  entitled. 
In  caaea  such  as  those  we  have  mentioned,  and  in  all 
of  a  similar  nature^  Hahneman  himself  would  proYe 


utterly  useless,  unless  he  abandoned  his  absurd  dogmata, 
and  had  recourse  to  the  measures  placed  in  our  hands 
by  the  advance  o#  science. 

Disease  appears  to  be  extending  amongst  the  products 
of  vegetation.  The  potato  plant  and  the  vine  have 
been  for  several  years  subject  to  a  blight  which  has 
annually  proved  to  be  very  destructive;  during  the 
present  year,  the  vineyards  have  suffered  more  than  on 
any  previous  occasion,  even  to  their  utter  destruction  in 
some  places.  The  chesitut  and  walnut  trees  in  many 
districts  on  the  Continent  have  also  been  included  in 
the  visitation.  The  com  in  Canada  is  the  subject  of  an 
extensive  blight;  and  here  the  onion  and  the  apple  have 
suffered.  The  latest  intelligence  we  have,  now  repre* 
seats  the  pear-tree  as  participating  in  this  almost 
universal  disease  and  destruction  of  vegetation.  The 
malady  has  shown  itself  principally  among  the  variety 
designated  the  winter  pear,  and  known  as  the  ''  green 
bury.''  Externally  the  rind  is  shrunken  and  depressed 
in  many  places;  internally  the  fruit  is  fuU  of  brown 
spots,  which  soon  cause  rottenness.  The  appearance 
presented  closely  resembles  that  of  a  diseased  potato  ; 
the  malady  is  very  destructive,  and  very  rapid  in  its 
effects.  The  failure  of  the  apple  is  very  extensive;  the 
crop,  it  is  said,  will  not  be  equal  to  one  half  that  of 
previous  years.  Wha^can  be  the  cause  of  all  this,  and 
where  is  it  to  end  ?  Famine,  and  fever,  the  result  of 
famine,  must  be  the  final  result. of  such  an  extensive 
destruction  of  the  means  by  which  we  live,  and  it  is 
full  time  that  the  most  carefol  and  energetic  investiga* 
tions  should  be  made  to  ascertain  the  causes  of  this 
blight,  and  also  to  find  out  the  means  by  which  its 
progress  may  be  arrested,  if  within  the  power  of  man. 

There  is  a  report  cnnent  that  the  homoeopaths  are 
about  to  obtain  a  triumph  in  Berlin:  the  celebrated 
university  in  that  city,  the  diplomas  of  which  have 
hitherto  ranked  among  the  highest  in  Germany,  equalled 
perhaps  only  by  those  granted  by  the  university  of 
Munich,  is,  it  is  said,  to  be  dishonoured  by  the  estab* 
lishment  of  a  chair  of  homoeopathic  medicine.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  other  professors,  at  least  all  those 
connected  with  medicine,  will  show  their  indignation  at 
the  insult,  by  at  once  resigning  their  professorships, 
and  that  the  falling  off  in  the  number  of  the  students 
in  medicine  will  show  the  authorities  how  injudicious 
such  a  step  must  be.  They  could  hardly  have  adopted 
any  other  proceeding  so  likely  to  lower  the  value 
of  their  diplomas.  After  this  the  degree  of  M.D. 
(University  Berlin)  will  be  considered  not  only  of  no 
value,  but  absolutely  a  degradation.  Meanwhile  we 
have  long  had  something  of  the  same  kind  in  the 
Univecsity  of  Edinburgh.  When  will  that  far-funed 
school  of  medicine  be  purged  of  its  homoeopath? 
How,  indeed,  can  the  professors  reconcile  it  to  their 
consciences  to  be  co-lecturers  with  a  man,  who  must 
hold  the  opinion  that  the  dogmata  they  teach  are 
so  erroneous,  that  if  carried  out  they  must  tend 
to  the  destructioii  of  life.  And  how  can  he  retaia 
his  professorship,  holding  one  doctrine  and  teaching 
another,  or  at  all  events,  teaching  those,  who  are 
imbibing  from  his  colleagues  doctrines  essentially 
different  and  distinct  from  those  he  practises.    They 
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are  m  oppttead  to  eadi  olher  as  oil  and  vincgmr,  and 
cannot  amalgamate.  If  tbew  worthiea  most  have  an 
murenitj  and  a  school  of  medidne,  they  should  haTe 
«ne  of  thdr  own.  At  all  erents,  while  a  homoeopath 
retains-  a  seat  among  the  professors  in  the  Untrersity 
of  Edinburgh,  and  another  is  about  to  obtain  a  similar 
berth  in  the  University  of  Berlin »  the  dogmata  of 
homoeopathy  obtain  a  quasi  legal  siaiut  which  they 
ought  not  to  possess,  and  which  the  teachers  and  prac- 
titioners of  legitimate  medicine  shoold  exert  themselves 
most  strenoonsly  to  overthrow. 


UNIVERSITY  OP  ST.  ANDREWS. 

List  of  gentlemen  who  had  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  conferred  npon  them,  Oct.  22,  1852: — 
Thomas  Allen,  M.R.C.S.,  &  L.A.C.,  London;  Samuel 
Blackmore,  M.R.C.S.,  &  L.A.C.,  London;  Leonard 
BuckeU,  M.R.C.S.,  &  L.A.C.,  Chichester;  Onstavos 
Matthews  Barton,  M.R.C.S.,  Lancashire;  John  Court- 
ley,  M.R.C.S.,  &  L.A.C.,  Yorkshire;  Maurice  Davis. 
M.R.C.S.,  &  L.A.C.,  King's  Coll.,  London;  Joseph 
Meldon  Dempsey,  L.A.C.,  London;  Jame«  William 
Duify,  M.R.C.S.,  Chili,  S.  America ;  Charles  Anthony 
Floyer,  M.R.C.S.,  &  L.A.C.  Camberwell,  Surrey; 
•  George  Fayrer,  M.RC.S.,  &  L.A.C.,  Essex;  Robert 
Ansiruther  Goodsir,  Fifeshire;  Richard  Hassall, 
M.R.C.S.,  &  L.A.C.,  Ext.  Lie.  Coll.  Pbys.,  Surrey; 
Arthur  Newstead  Holmes,  M.R.C.S.,  &  L.A.C., 
Yorkshire;  Frederick  Lewins,  M.R.C.S.  Ed.,  Borvie, 
Kincardineshire ;  Frederick  John  Lowes,  M.R.C.S.,  & 
L.A.C,  Gosport ;  Francis  Nottidge  Macnamara, 
M.R.C.S.,  King's  Coll.,  London;  Albert  Massey, 
M.R.C.S.,  &  L.A.C.,  Camberwell,  Surrey;  William 
O'Connor,  M.R.C,S.,  &  L.A.C,  London;  Patrick 
Paoton,  M.R.C.S.,  &  Extr.  Lie.  CoU.  Pbys.,  Turnff, 
N.  B.;  John  Dungate  F.  Parsons,  M.R.C.S.,  & 
L.A.C,  Gloucestorsbire ;  J.  Henry  Shortbouse, 
M.R.C.S.,  &  L.A.C.,  Surrey;  Charles  Taylor, 
M.R.CS.,  &  L.AX.,  Camberwell,  Surrey;  Charles 
Jean  Tourrette,  M.R.C.S.,  Mauritius;  John TurnbuU, 
M.R.C.S.,  East  Lothian;  Henry  Watts,  L.A.C, 
Staffordshire;  William  Wightman,  M.  R.CS.,  & 
L.A.C;  Yorkshire;  Simon  Armstrong  Willis,  Lie. 
Fac.  Pbys.  &  Surg.,  Glasgow,  Fermaugh,  Ireland. 
Mr.  Joseph  Ewart,  of  Guy's  Hospital,  passed  the 
requisite  examinations,  but  in  consequence  of  an  infor- 
mality in  his  certificates,  his  degree  was  temporarily 
deferred. 


St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital;  Efias  Jones  Boboh, 
Richmond  Hospital,  Dublin. 

In  accordance  with  the  recent  regulsti|n  of  tk 
Senate,  that  the  examinations  shall  be  conducted  "bf 
demonstration  from  preparstions,  and  by  leqaiiing  Ike 
candidates  to  report  on  cases  of  actual  patieuts,"— 

The  examiners  in  physiology  required  the  csndidilH 
to  name  and  describe  microeoopic  speanenSyiBmbitiig 
important  points  in  physiological  anatomy. 

In  Surgery,  the  candidates  were  examined  by  doNi. 
strations  from  dry  and  wet  prepdVations,  iUuatndTeof 
various  sttigical  din<^sspi  and  accidents,  sad  of  their 
treatment. 

The  examiners  in  Medirine  required  the  csndiditai 
to  examine  patients  in  the  wards  of  a  metropofitm 
hospital,  and  afterwards  Jto  report  in  writing  on  tkc 
cases,  and  also  to  examine  microscopiosllj  noon 
specimens  of  morbid  products. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON. 
M.B.    Second   Examination,    1852. 

f^8t  Divition. — Thomas  Bridgwater,  King's  College ; 
Thomas  Armstrong  Cammack,  University  College; 
•Thomas  King  Homidge,  St.  George's  Hospital;  Robt. 
Coane  Roberts  Jordan,  King's  Coileg' ;  JoM>pb  Lifter, 
B.A.,  University  College ;  Thomas  Littleton.  University 
College;  Frederick  William  Pavy,  Guy's  Hospital; 
Thomas  Morley  Rooke,  G-.y's  Hospital;  John  Henry 
Trouncer,  University  College. 

Second  Dfvinon. — William  Thomas  Gayc,  University 
College;  Henry  Parfitt,  King's  College  ;  Bernard  Rioe, 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 
Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  Friday,  NoicbImi 
5th:-^ean  Talleton  de  Boissiere,  Triaidad;  Geoise 
Bulleid,  Oakhampton,  Devon;  James  Ekin,  LwdoD; 
George  Richmond  Ferris,  London ;  Chriititn  Aogsit 
Fleronier,  Horsor,  Denmsrk ;  Thomas  Foster,  Nea- 
castle-upon-Tyne ;  Henry  James  Franks,  WihittisKri 
Isle  of  Ely;  George  Britton  Halfoid,  London; 
Benjamin  Kerr,  Cowes,  tsle  of  Wigbt;  Gsoigi 
Kirkhouse,  Merthyr  Tydvil ;  William  Knox,  Ctfth 
Combe,  Wilts;  Angus  Macmillan,  Hull;  HsnyMif, 
Bnrslem,  StaflTordshire ;  John  Ray  Philip,  Gundi; 
William  Ren«ick,  Boulogne-sur-Mer;  WUlism  Stifle. 
Wakefield,  Yorkshire ;  George  Spioer,  HsmmemDitt; 
Ssnderson  WiUiam  Mathew  Walker,  St.  Mickaef^ 
Azores. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  Thuredsy,  Nofeobff 
4th  :~William  Edward  Musaon,  Birkholme,  Iiooot>- 
shire ;  George  Richard  Pratt  Walker,  Kent 

Gentlemen  admitted  on  Thursday,  Nov.  11th:- 
Henry  Lane,  Stratford-on- Avon  ;  JohnTurie,RidiBM>d 
Villa,  Holloway. 


OBITUARY. 

November  11th,  at  Bedford,  Daniel  BnH  Esq^ 
M.R.C.S.,  and  formerly  of  Cranfield,  in  ***  "J 
county.  His  sufferings  were  most  protrKted juj 
extreme,  but  his  end  was  peaceful.  This  case  eiotM 
a  great  amount  of  sympathy  last  year  throsfh  w 
medium  of  the  medical  journals. 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

As  ice  alreadjf  have  more  communicaiions  in  **■• 

than  toe  shall  be  able  to  insert,  ice  must  beg  ^ 

correspondents  to  forward  them  %%M^^ 

.Dh.  Cobmace,  unless  they  require  immt^ 

attention. 

Communications  hare  been  received  from  Dr.R*  b«» 
An  O  d    Subscriber,    Dr.  Merei,  Dr.  H. 
Dr.  £.  Copeman,  Mr.  Nunneley. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


URGENT.  CASE  OF  DISTRESS. 

THE  ^idow  of  a  Medical  Man,  late  of  Norfolk,  was 
left  with  Six  Children,  in  great  distress^  by  the 
<leath  of  her  husband  three  years  since,  after  a  pro- 
tracted period  of  ill-health,  from  disease  of  the  heart, 
which  incapacitated  him  from  the  active  duties  of  his 
profession,  as  well  as  prevented  his  making  a  provision 
for  his  Family  by  Life  Assurance ;  since  that  time  the 
Widow  has  been  struggling  to  maintain  herself  and 
Family  by  her  own  efforts,  aided  by  the  kindness  of 
near  friends,  and  is  at  this  moment  engaged  in  fitting 
herself  for  a  National  Schoolmistress,  at  the  Cheltenham 
Training  School ;  but  having  exhausted  all  her  resources 
with  failing  health  and  increasing  difficulties^  she  is  com- 
pelled to  make  this  APPEAL  to  a  generous  Public, 
who  have  always  been  disposed  to  listen  to  the  cry  of 
the  Widow  and  the  Orphan,  and  to  whom  she  looks 
with  confidence  in  the  hour  of  her  entire  destitution. 
The  case  will  be  vouched  for,  and  any  inquiries  answered 
by  the  Rev.  Francis  Close,  Cheltenham;  Rev.  Wm. 
•Browne,  Aldeby,  Becdes;  the  Rev.  —  Bromby,  Prin- 
^pal  of  the  Training  School,  Cheltenham;  and  the 
Rev.  L.  P.  Hill,  Westminster.  Subscriptions  most 
thankfully  received  by  Herries,  Farquhar,  and  Co.>  St. 
James's  Street;  T.  Hatchard,  Esq.,  187,  Piccadilly; 
John  Churchill,  Esq.,  46,  Princes  Street,  Soho;  Dr. 
Bernard,  M.D.,  and  C.  T.  Cooke,  Esq.,  Cheltenham ; 
Frederick  Rose,  Esq.,  Mattishall,  near  Dereham ;  W. 
Kewnham,  Esq.,  Farnham ;  and  the  other  Gentlemen 
who  have  kindly  undertaken  to  answer  inquiries. 


Subscriptioni  already  received, 

£, 

The  Higbt  Hon.  and  Rev.  Lord  Bayning  20 

Her  Grace  the  Dowager  Duchess  of  Beaufort  7 

flight  Hon.  Lady  Calthorpe,  Perry  Hall..«  5 

Sir  Walter  Farquhar,  Bart 2 

Lady  Mary  Farquhar        1 

Sir  Charles  Clarke,  Bart.,  M.D.              ...  2 

Sir  David  Leighton           1 

Golding  Bird,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Russell  Square  5 

Miss  Baron,  Cheltenham              ...         ...  5 

Wm.  Newnham,  Esq.,  Farnham 5 

J.  M.  Paine,  Esq.,  Farnham         5 

4S.  G.  Sloman,  Esq.,  Farnham      5 

Frederick  Rose,  Esq.,  Mattishall              ...  3 

C.  J.  Williams,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Brook  Street  3 

W.  A.  G.               2 

Rev.  W.  Browne,  Aldeby,  Beccles           ...  2 
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TO  SURGEONS,  DISPENSING  CHEMISTS,  &c. 


SULPHATE  OF  QUININE,  PURE  CRYSTAL- 
LIZED,  prepared  by  EDWARD  HERRING, 
of  the  late  Firm  of  Herring  Brothers,  for  the  Use  of 
Hospitals,  Dispensaries,  &c. 

This  Sulphate  of  Quinine  is  Chemically  pure ;  its 
form  of  Crystal  is  the  same,  and  in  every  respect 
identical  with  the  Sulphate  of  Quinine  of  Commerre, 
the  only  difference  being  that  the  one  is  bleached,  the 
other  unbleached. 

It  has  been  successfully  introduced  for  the  use  of 
H  spitals.  Dispensaries,  and  Public  Charities;  but 
ITS  PURITY  AND  GREAT  REDUCTION  IN 
PRICE  are  now  attracting  the  attention  of  Medical 
Practitioners  and  the  Dispensing  Chemists. 

The  peculiar  mode  of  preparing  the  Hospital  or 
unbleached  Sulphate,  as  also  of  the  usual  white 
Sulphate,  is  being  made  the  subject  of  a  Patent; 
the  processes  of  manu&cture  will  therefore  be  made 
public. 

It  is  put  up  in  bottles  (free)  of  3  oz.  and  6  oz.  each, 
capsuled  with  the  name  of  the  Proprietor,  and  labelled 
with  the  name  of  the  mventor. 

Both  these  Sulphates  to  be  had  of  the  leading 
Druggists  in  London  and  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  in 
quantities  of  not  less  than  100  ounces  of  JACOB 
HULLE,  Jun.,  Proprietor,  Chemical  Works,  Trinity 
Street,  Southwa-rk,  London. 

Oct  23,  1852. 
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ON  THE 

DISEASES    OF  CHILDREN, 

BKLiTBftU)  in  turn 

Chatham  Street  School  of  Medicine^  Manchetier. 
By  Dr.  MEREI, 

WtlUnaciftlu  Hunfforian  AcAdtmy,  latg  Tro/euor  nf  tke  Riatirrynf  itfirdirtiK 
9t  ik»  Unhenity  of  Pttth,  CHnieal  Pr^enor  of  tkt  D jmom*  of  ChUdrtn, 
and  Director  of  the  CUldren'o  Hoopital  mt  Fe$tk  i  Fdlom  of  the  Inprrial 
Society  of  Ficnna,  etc, 

LEOTXTBB  XVI. 
Treatment  of  febrile  theumatism  in  itt  various  formi. 
General  remarks  regarding  the  first  and  principal 
febrile  symptoms.  Rheumatism  of  the  head  may  be 
rheumaialgia  or  inflammatory  rheumatism*  Indica- 
fions  regarding  the  head: — leeches^  cold  fomentations^ 
a  full  dose  of  calomel ^  dry  covering,  mustard  poultices, 
blisters ;  effects  of^  and  difficulty  with^  opium ; 
rheumatism  of  the  stomach  ;  absolute  'abstinence  from 
medicine  necessary.  Indications  in  acute  stages  of 
.  xheumattsm  :-^leeches^  warm  narcotic  fomentations  ^  and 
mild  eoacuating  injections;  in  smaller  degreest  small 
opiate  injections.  The  precautions  necessary.  Obscure 
symptoms  of  rheumatism  of  the  stomach,  which  is  easily 
aggravated  by  medicine,  Bheumatism  of  the  intestines 
and  liver^  the  most  frequent  amongst  rhetiuiatie  local 
affections  in  childhood;  its  general  charaeters-^of 
pain  and  stools.  Expectant  conduct^  if  diarrhcea 
supervenes  upon  a  recent  fever.  Alleviating  qwUities 
of  the  bilious  kind,  Symptomatological  comparison 
between  simple  bilious  diarrhcea  and  that  which  arines 
from  rheumatism  of  the  liver ;  different  and  opposite 
treatment  of  both.  In  simple  bilious  diarrhcea,  no 
opium,  no  direct  checking,  but  emetics  or  castor  oil. 
In  children  in  these  cases,  ipecacuanha  is  in  general  to 
be  preferred  to  tarterized  antimony t  with  iheexeepiion 
of  the  acutest  articular  form.  Occasional  combination 
of  the  acute  bilious  dyserasy  tcrtf&  rheumatic  fever ; 
treatment.  Rheumatic  bilious  diarrhcea^eharaeters 
and  treatment  i— the  inflammatory  form—eharaetets 
and  treatment.  Character  and  changes  in  the  fever 
connected  with  the  sero-bifious  form^-^issueSt  com* 
plications.  The  whitish  serous  diarrhcta^^symptoms 
and  dangerous  character ;  death  from  it ;  analogy  with 
cholera;  pathological  uncertainty.  Treatment:— -mi- 
nute doses  of  calomel;  energetic  exltrnal  means. 
Brownish,  and  other  dirty^loohing  serous  stools.  The 
yellow  diarrhcea.  Catarrhal  diarrhcea  ;  its  connexion 
with  rheunuUism.  Peritoneal  rheumatism,  RecapitU' 
Uition  and  general  principles  of  the  treatment  of 
febrile  rheumatic  diarrhcea.  Few  internal  remedies; 
faults  in  practice  in  this  respect.  Imperfection  of 
our  knowledge  of  diarrhoea  of  children,  and  their 
importance, 

Gbntlbmkn,-— In  the  treatment  of  rhemnaiic  feyer 
and  local  affectionfl  connected  therewith,  I  beg  to  remind 
yon  first  of  those  general  directions  exposed  in  former 
lectures,  concerning  any  fever  in  its  commencement 
before  a  special  character  has  come  forth.  Heat  and 
pnlse,  head  and  abdomen,  attract  oar  attention  first  in 
'  many  instances,  as  in  other  fevers.  You  onght  not'  to 
he  too  actiTe  at  the  onset,  but  wait  twelve  or  twenty- 


fonr  hours  before  you  take  a  decided  step ;  even  then  it 
will  require  close  and  clever  examination — in  the  well- 
known  manner — to  unravel^  in  the  speechless  child  t 
how  far  the  head-symptoms  may  be  attributed  to  fever 
itself,  how  far  to  gastric  disorder,  or  to  local  rheumatism. 
' .Rheumatism  of  the  head,  as  you  know,  may  be 
rheumatalgia,  or  may  take  on  the  inflammatory  character. 
Let  me  now  suppose  there  are  evident*  symptoms  of 
pain  in  the  head,  that  you  have  found  ont  the  painfiii 
spot,  and  that  the  plaintive  moaning  and  drooping  down 
of  the  head  have  not  diminished,  although  the  bowels 
have  been  freely  moved.  If  these  be  the  symptoms 
during  the  first  day  or  two,  whilst  fever  runs  high,  or 
increases,  then  prudence  commands  you  tfS  apply 
leeches  and  cold  fomentations  afterwards.  Besides, 
you  may  order  orie  full  dose  of  calomel,  and  not  many 
small  ones.  If  the  fever  and  heaviness  of  the  head  be 
less,  the  signs  of  rheumatalgia,  on  the  contrary,  severe 
and  evident,  then  you  will  do  better'  by  applying  a 
mustard  poultice  to  the  neck,  and  then  covering  the 
head,  or  its  affected  side,  with  tf  large  piece  of  thin  oiled 
sr!k.  Thus  local  perspiration,  and  by  it  relief,  may  be 
effected,  whilst  cold  fomentations  might  have  increased 
the  pain. 

Opium  is  exceedingly  beneficial  in  the  latter  instances^ 
only  that  the  diagnosis  must  come  to  a  decided  result 
before  you  could  use  this  powerful  remedy.  Lively 
expression  of  pain,  with  restlessness,  total  absence  of 
soporous  oppression,  are  sufficient  reasons  to  recognise 
the  fever  as  rheumatic ;  these  are  essential  conditions 
for  its  use.  I  have  been  blamed,  in  a  German  peri* 
odical,  some  years  ago,  for  this,  as  they  said,  hasardous 
practice— opium ,  in  a  head  affection  of  a  child.  I  thinks 
myself^  it  is  difficult  for  the  young  practitioner  to  take» 
with  security,  so  important  a  therapeutic  step;  but  had  ^ 
I  now,  as  I  had  at  that  time,  a  choice  of  cases  before 
me  in  a  hospital,  and  skilful  sub-physicians  to  watch 
carefully  the' symptoms,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  show 
you,  occasionally,  a  case,  which  I  might  regard  as  mere 
rheumatalgia  of  the  head,  in  spite  of  the  fever,  and  the 
beneficial  effects  of  opium  therein ;  the  fever,  of  course* 
must  not  be  too  high,  and  the  doses  only  moderate,  or 
small  ones.  I  prescribe  Dover's  powder  in  this  case» 
from  a  quarter  to  one  grain,  to  children  from  six 
months  to  two  or  three  years'  old. 

If,  by  the  means  indicated,  sufficient  improvement 
is  not  effected  on  the  second  or  third  day,  the  most 
promising  remedy  will  always  be,  a  large  blister  on  the 
neck,  as  soon  as  the  degree  of  fever  is  no  longer  too 
high  for  its  use.  The  state  of  the  abdomen  claims  not 
less  consideration  than  the  head.  Besides  the  manage- 
ment of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  by  an  emetic  or 
purgative,  indicated  in  the  case  of  bilious  or  gastric 
derangement  in  any  kind  of  fever,  and  already  pointed 
out  in  prevj^ms  lectures,  there  is  in  the  rheumatic 
sometimes  an  encouraging  or  even  urgent  indication 
for  some  strong  remedies— like  quinine  and  opium**- 
which,  in  order  to  produce  the  intended  good  effect^ 
require  a  healthy  condition  of  the  stomach. 

Rheumatiam  iff  the  stomach,  if  ascertained  by  the 
signs  indicated  in  my  last  lecture,  excludes  every  medi- 
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cine,  be  it  intended  for  the  stomach  itself,  or  to  act, 
through  it,  upon  some  other  part. 

As,  to  treatment  of  the  rheumatic  stomach  itself, 
theie  is  nothing  more  essential  than  to  abstain  from 
medicine.  One  single  drop,  or  grun— tmless  it  be  of 
a  homoeopathic  or  imaginary  kind — will  be  snlBcient 
to  increase  the  disturbance.  The  irritability  and  in- 
tolennce  of  the  rheumatic  stomach  in  children  exceeds 
all  belief.  I  have  seen  two  drops  of  aqua  lanrooerasi 
excite  sickness ;  and  a  few  teaspoonfuls  of  cold  water 
will  occasionally  have  the  same  effect. 

Let  us  suppose  the  child  to  have  been  affected  for 
OBly  one  day  with  frequent  vomiting,  tense,  tender, 1ft&d 
hot  epigastrium,  in  connexion  with  high  fever, — ^let  the 
child  be  so  much  affected  that  it  cannot  hold  up  its 
head;  it  moans  heavily,  with  shut,  or  half-shut  eyes ; 
the  pulse  is  about  150  to  170 ;  costiveness,  not  reKeved 
by  castor  oil  injections.  In  this  case,  be  it  gastritis,  or 
merely  rheumatism  threatening  with  it,  you  must  apply 
leeches,  then  warm  fomentations  of  a  poppy-head 
decoction,  and  injections  of  tmall  quantities  of  warm 
rice-water,  every  four  hours,  with  some  fresh  almond 
oil.  In  the  absence  of  those  (apparently,  at  least,) 
inflammatory  symptoms,  but  with  signs  of  severe  pain 
present,  I  adopt  a  different  treatment ;  I  recommend  a 
small  injection  of  warm  water,  with  two  teaspoonfuls 
or  more  of  table  oil,  and  half  that  quantity  of  sugary 
not  to  be  pushed  too  far  up  into  the  rectum,  whilst  Hm 
stotaaach  is  to  be  kept  under  hot  fomentations  of  the 
above  narcotic  properties.  When  the  iujection  comes 
away,  then  it  will  be  seen  whether  a  second  of  the  kind 
be  advisable.  Thus,  after  a  sufficient  evacuation  of 
intestinal  secretions  had  been  effected,  I  order  an 
injection  of  one  or  two  ounces  of  warm  rice-water, 
with  a  proportionately  full  dose  of  tincture  of  opium, 
to  be  repeated  after  a  few  hours,  if  required,  or  sooner, 
if  a  part  of  it  comes  away,  valuing  in  this  case  the 
quantity  ^hich  might  have  remained  in  the  bowels. 
Do  not  neglect  the  importance,  in  every  case,  of  opiate* 
injacttons,  if  you  wish  to  get  an  efficient  effect  without 
dangerous  narcotism.  These  measures  may  be  repeatedly 
assisted  by  one  or  two  leeches ;  and  if  all  be  without 
effect,  as  soon  as  the  degree  of  fever  allows  it,  a  blister 
must  be  applied — the  sovereign  local  remedy  of  every 
form  of  rheumatism. 

According  to  my  experience,  acute  rheumatism  of  tlie 
stomach,  not  a  frequent  affection  of  children,  very 
seldom  takes  the  real  inflammatory  character ;  it 
generally  remains  within  the  limits  of  rheumatic  irri- 
tation or  rheumatalgia,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  I 
saw,  was  connected  with  intestinal  rheumatism,  or  that 
of  the  liver. 

The  seat  of  the  affection  may  be  in  the  muscular  or 
serous  coat,  or  in  both  together;  it  seems  impossible 
to  establish  in  the  living' child  a  pathological  and  diag- 
Bostical  distinction  between  both.  The  mucous  mem- 
brane is  consensually  irritated,  and  thrown  into  func- 
tional disorder.  In  inflammatory  degrees,  of  course, 
it  must  share,  more  or  less,  in  this  process  too. 

In  some  instoAces  the  affection  in  a  child  affords  very 
obscure  symptoms;   we  observe  no  salient  pain,  no 


tenseness  of  the  epigastrium,  only  the  patient  is  ex* 
ceedingly  restless,  thirsty,  with  occasional  appeanoev 
of,  or  continued  sickness,  '«nd  voniiting  every  small 
quantity  of  milk,  water,  or  medicine,  which  it  swaUows. 
There  we  have  to  choose  (according  to  appeanmoe) 
bet<reen  the  emetic  or  the  total  abstinence  from  medi- 
cine, and  grea|  suffering  and  mischief  ensues,  if  mihap- 
ptly  you  fall  into  tiie  error  of  administering  the  former 
when  the  latter  is  required.  I  can  assure  you,  how- 
ever, I  have  seen  in  these^instances,  great  inoo&veniaDoe 
also  from  what  may  be  called  bland  medicine.  In 
rheumatic  irritability,  as  weU  as  in  the  nervous  affectkin 
of  the  stomach,  there  is  no  kind  of  internal  medidne 
which  is  bland — everything  is  Irritating.  A  practitioner 
who  is  not  aware  of  this,  changes  his  prescription^  and 
Changes  again,  under  the  continuous  mcrease  of  mieasi- 
ness,  sickness,  and  exhaustion  of  the  patient. 

Intestinal  rheumaiUm  is,  on  the  average,  a  littla  less 
painful,  and  more  manageable,  as  frur  as  r^^ards  wa 
treatment  of  it  by  the  mouth  and  stomach,  but  still 
the  sufferings  of  the  child  are  occasionally  very  great; 
sometimes  it  is  connected  with  consensual  irritation  of 
the  stomach.  There  is  always  some  expression  of 
uneasiness  or  pain  referrible  to  the  belly,  which  generally 
appears  lyloated,  or  tense,  but  frt>m  time  to  time  the 
child  bursts  into  loud  painful  moaning  or  crying,  under 
which  he  draws  up,  and  stretches,  his  legs  alternately, 
or  if  not  too  much  depressed  by  the  fsver,  tuns  from 
one  side  to  the  other,  all  signs  indicating  a  more  asHent 
attack  of  pain,  and  this  hsts  generally  until  h  strepitons 
discharge  of  serosity  follows,  and  appeases  the  little 
sufferer  for  some  time,  but  not  so  completely  as  in 
cases  of  flatulent  or  spasmodic  pain.  The  presence  and 
character  of  fever,  besides,  assists  us  in  settling  the 
diagnosis.  Vomiting  is  also  an  occasional  symptom, 
be  it  from  consensual  or  material  disturbance  of  the 
stomach.  Intestinal  rheumatism,  with  diarrhoea,  is  a 
frequent,  perhaps  the  most  fluent,  form  of  rheumatism 
in  the  early  period  of  life.  The  sent  of  irritation*  of 
which  diarrhoea  is  the  consequence,  may  be  either  in  the 
serous  or  muscular  coat,  or  in  both  together,  and  in 
acute  cases  partake  more  or  less  of  the  inflammatory 
character.  In  the  great  majority  of  cases  of  rheumatie 
diarrhoea  in  this  'sense,  the  emitted  serosity  is  thui, 
mixed  with  more  or  less  of  mucus  and  bile,  and  of  either 
a  yellowish,  whitish,  or  greenish  appearance,  according 
to  the  predominance  of  either  of  those  elements. 

There  is  nothing  more  essential  in  children's  practioe, 
particularly  with  patients  of  tender  age,  than  to  be  flir 
a  time  inactive  ol  servers  in  recent  cases  of  fever, 
followed  by  diarrhoea.  In  many  cases  that  sudden 
outbreak  of  diarrhoea,  with  or  without  sickness,  will 
decrease  and  cease  by  itself  in  a  day  or  two.  In  many 
instances  it  will  prove  beneficial,  diminishing  fever  or 
pain,  when  it  must  not  be  checked,  though  the  attadc 
is  likely  to  produce  an  alarming  appearance  of  paOor 
and  languor  in  the  countenance ;  but  yon  must  consider 
and  value  not  only  one  or  two  symptoms,  but  the  whole 
in  their  relation. 

The  alleviating  quality  of  diarrhoea  in  fevers  of  every 
kind,  is  frequently  exhibited  by  stools  containing  an 
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abundance  of  bile,  and  my  remarks  on  this — \hxa  far, 
refer^to  the  rheumatic  as  well  as  to  any  other  form  of 
feTer.  Bat  there  may  be  a  great  proportion  of  bile  both 
in  the  motions  produced  by  rheumatic  irritation,  when 
it  extended  from  the  intestines  to  the  liver,  and  in  those 
'*«rhich  are  simply  bilious.  To  discern  both  of  these 
conditions  is  of  great  importance.  In  the  former  case 
•it  would  be  a  fault  to  attempt  checking  it  by  different 
means,  in  the  latter,  not  only  this,  but  if  not  an  emetic, 
-at  least  a  dose  or  two  of  castor  oil  may  be  required. 
And  again,  in  what  we  may  call  the  rheumatico-bilious 
-diarrhoea  any  purgative  is  improper,  and  the  emetic 
.  generally  causes  a  most  vehement  irritation  with  pain, 
•liyperemesis  and  overpurging.  g^ 

Those  who  are  accustomed  or  careful  to  look  at  these 
matters  more  minutely  than  it  was  the  custom  hereto- 
Ibre  will  at  once  perceive  the  importance  of  the  point  in 
•qtiestion.  How  to  value  and  manage  diarrhoea  which 
SDpervened  upon,  or  commenced  along  with,  rheu- 
matic fever,  in  a  tender  and  speechless  child,  is  indeed 
«  question  both  extensive  and  diflBcnlt  enough  to  realize. 
I  may  begin,  however,  with  a  few  practical  hiots,  in 
^addition  to  what  I  said  on  intestinal  rheumatism  in  the 
last  lecture. 

On  the  average,  in  bilious  diarrhoea  of  rheumatic 
-origin,  the  child  shows  more  expressive  signs  of  pain, 
4lian  in  the  simple  bilious  form,  (see  Lecture  XIII., 
and  the  belly  is  more  puffed  up  around  the  navel  and 
downwards,  be  it  rheumatism  of  the  intestmes,  perito- 
neum, or  hver.  In  the  latter  case,  their  seat  of  pain 
lieing  in  the  serous  envelope,  as  soon  as  we  exert  pres- 
-sure  over  the  right  hypochondrium,  the  abdominal 
muscles  contract  and  prevent  pressure  of  our  fingers 
«pon  the  liver,  which,  if  we  attempt  to  do,  causes  the 
•chUd  at  once  signal  pain.  In  the  bilious  state  there 
may  be  pain,  but  this  is  not  so  severe  ;  there  may  be 
fulness  or  tension  of  the  right  hypochondrium,  but  it  is 
not  so  great ;  there  may  be  also  a.  quantity  of  serum 
mixed  with  the  bilious  discharges,  but  it  is  much  less 
than  in  the  rheumatic.  Besides  these  manifestations, 
.  I  may  add,  if  the  character  of  diarrhoea  is  so  .decidedly 
and  strongly  bilious  as  to  require  instead  of  checking, 
an  emetic  or  castor  oil,  at  this  stage  of  it,  the  fever 
will  be  less  remittent,  and  the  child,  on  being  lifted  up, 
*  manifests  more  decided  signs  of  a  heavy  head  or 
•even  oppressive  drowsiness.  The  bilious  diarrhoea,  if 
unconnected  with  rheumatism  of  the  liver,  but  arising 
from  a  certain  chemical  change  in  the  blood,  frequently 
met  with  in  acute  fevers,  particularly  in  summer  time, 
presents  neither  so  much  pain  as  to  call  for  the  use  of 
opiates,  nor  so  much  loss  of  liquids  as  to  justify  the 
idea  of  directly  checking  it.  It  supervenes  occasionally 
upon  the  rheumatic  fever,  in  its  more  acute  degrees, 
with  severe  local  affections,  just  as  it  does  in  ague, 
pneumonia,  measles,  or  scarlet  fever,  commonly  within 
the  first  two  days,  when  we  frequently  see  after  its 
appearance,  a  diminution  of  the  Uading  symptoms; 
and  iQ  this  case  we  neither  leave  it  to  itself,  or  promote 
gently  the  evacuation  of  bile  by  castor  oil ;  or,  if  the 
head  of  the  child  appears  oppressed,  and  we  find  the 
region  of  the  liver  uncommonly  full,  but  no  pain  under 


pressure,  we  prescribe  an.  emetic.  I  take  it  for  granted 
in  recommending  this,  that  there  is  no  sign  of  abdonfmal 
rheumatism  present,  because  this  would  entirely  forbid 
the  use  of  an  emetic.  In  general  I  may  say,  if  in  the 
course  of  rheumatic  fever  in  a  child,  with  however  slight 
indlf^tion  of  abdominal  pain,  an  emetic  seoms  to  be  re- 
quired, prudence  commands  us  to  use  ipecacuanha  in 
lieu  of  tartarized  antimony,  with  the  only  exception  of 
the  acute  articular  form,  by  which,  besides  the  joints, 
also  the  heart  is  threatened,  and  in  the  first  stage  of 
which  the  more  decided  effect  of  tartarized  antimony 
may  be  desirable.  In  some  instances,  (rare  in  young 
children,  during  the  hot  part  of  summer  or  autumn,  as 
we  had  it  here  in  Manchester  this  year — 1852,)  the  acute 
bilious  dyscrasy  of  the  blood  (over  carbonisation)  com- 
plicates rheumatico-fever,  and  may  also  cause  bilious 
vomiting  or  diarrhoea.  In  this  case  the  treatment  must 
be  modified,  more  or  less,  according  to  the  principles  ex- 
pressed in  Lecture  XIII. 

But  there  is  a  rheumatico-bilious  diarrhoea  different 
from  the  former,  when  rheumatism  of  the  intestines  . 
acta  upon  the  liver,  or  rheumatism  has  even  its  seat  in . 
the  liver,  and  thus  the  secretion  of  bile  becomes  in- 
creased. It  consists  of  a  greenish  serosity,  but  not  sa 
dark  a  green  as  the  former.  Pain  and  other  symptoms 
proper  to  this  state  I  have  already  mentioned.  There 
may, be  evacuated  a  great  quantity  of  serum  by  frequent 
Btoo]^;  but  if  the  marking  green  colour  and  a  certain 
density- of  the  liquid  show  a  great  amount  of  bile,  and  at  ^ 
the  same  time  a  high  degree  of  heat  of  the  skin  and 
heaviness  of  the  head  are  present,  in  this  case,  in  spite 
of  the  rheuo^atic  character  of  the  diarrhoea,  of  the 
severity  of  pain,  and  loss  of  liquids,  opium,  in  whatever 
form,  and  however  mildly  acting,  is  counter-indicated, 
and  other  means  must  be  resorted  to,  which  are  the 
following : — According  to  the  degree  and  character  of  the 
pain  and  fever,  leeches,  and  afterwards  warm  poultices 
must  be  applied  ;  internally,  simply  tepid  rice-water. 
No  opium,  no  calomel. 

The  less  we  find  to  be  the  proportion  of  bile  to  that , 
of  serosity^  and  the  more  the  degree  of  pain  to  that  of 
the  fev«r  and  the  heaviness  of  the  head,  the  more  the 
case  approaches  that  kind  of  rheumatic  diairhcea,  in 
which  opium  becomes  indicated,  and  in  which  sinapisms 
or  blisters  have  an  excellent  effect.  But  it  will  be  in 
its  place  to  call  more  especially  your  attention  to  the 

Inflammaiory  rheumatic  diarrhcea,  or,  in  other  words, 
to  that  form  of  diarrhoea  which  is  thQ  effect  and  sign  of 
inflammatory  abdominal  rheumatism,  which  we  may 
regard  as  the  first  degree  of  serous  enteritis.  This 
character  of  rheumatic  diarrhoea  will  appear,  if  it  has 
to  come,  within  the  first  few  days  of  an  acute  febrile 
onset  of  abdominal  rheumatism  ;  tension,  and  pain,  will 
be  so  severe  as  to  depress  considerably  the  power  of  the 
child.  There  will  be  great  tettsion  and  heat  of  the 
belly  without  remission,  the  child  will  lie  rather  quietly 
on  his  back,  emit  most  painful  sounds  and  cry,  though 
sometimes  languidly,  under  our  pressing  on  the  belly. 
In  this  form,  vomiting  is  also  one  of  the  most  obvious 
forms  and  the  stomach  may  be  more  or  less  affected  in 
it,  along  with  the  small  intestines.    Acute  rheumatism 
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may  pass  into  acute  enteritis,  in  which  the  quantity  of 
aerosity  becomes  less  and  less^  but  still  continues  thin, 
of  a  griecnish  brown  or  reddish  brown  colour.  Vomiting 
of  muco-bilious  liquids  frequently  takes  place,  with 
evidently  painful  exertions  of  the  child.  On  close  in- 
spection by  the  eye  or  microscope,  we  find  in  ^e 
majority,  blood  mixed  with  the  sero-bilious  or  sero- 
mucous  liquid.  The  seat  of  this  form  appears  to  be 
most  frequently  in  the  lower  half  of  the  intestinal  tube, 
in  a  more  or  less  extensive  tract  of  the  serous  and 
muscular  coat.  In  higher  degrees,  the  inflammatory 
process  very  soon  spreads  to  the  mucous  membrane> 
which^  in  addition  to  the  serosity,  causes  the  excretion 
of  thick  mucous  or  croupous  pieces,  with  or  without 
spots  of  blood,  in  general  under  severe  tenesmus. 
In  fiict,  tenesmus  is  infinitely  a  more  characteristic 
i^rmptom  proper  to  the  irritation  or  inflammation 
of  the  mucous  than  of  the  serous  membrane.  But 
this  belongs  not  to  the  present  purpose.  I  i^ished 
only  to  mention  the-  first  step  of  inflammation,  when 
arising  from  acute  rheumatism.  The  treatment  is 
obvious  J — leeches,  in  sufficient  number,  and  warm 
linseed  poultices ;  to  appease  the  thirst,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  best  internal  remedy,  is  thin  tepid 
rice-water,  and  similar  injections,  but  only  small, 
puilhed  up  slowly  in  a  gentle  manner,  and  to  be  repeated 
according  to  their  effects  twice,  thrice,  or  four  times  a 
day.  All  these  are  little  things,  but  of  consequence  in 
children's  practice.  They  must  not  be  too  thick  nor 
too  much  in  quantity  at  once,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
evacaatory  movements  of  the  intestines.  Besides  this, 
from  a  scruple  to  a  drachm  of  the  strong  mercurial 
ointment  may  be  rubbed  in  on  the  belly  at  once,  but 
not  to  be  repeated  (if  repetition  should  be  required) 
before  the  third  day.  If  the  stomach  of  the  child  pre-^ 
sents  no  trace  of  irritation,  we  may  assist  this  treatment 
by  from  J/u  to  '/i6  of  a  grain  of  calomel  every  four 
hours  (for  the  age  from  six  months  to  two  or  three 
years),  with  only  from  two  to  four  grains  of  sugar,  to 
each  dose ;  and  if  there  be  no  counter-indication,  (t.  e., 
no  signs  of  extensive  biliosity,  and  the  head  not  too 
much  oppressed)  fh)m  Vis  to  1/4  of  a  grain  of  Dover's 
powder.  The  complication  of  gastric  rheumatism, 
however,  excludes  the  use  of  both. 

As  to  the  fever  connected  with  the  mentioned  varieties 
of  sero-bilious  diarrhoea.  It  may  be  in  some  cases 
very  high  in  the  commencement,  but  unless  the  intesti- 
nal rheumatism  passes  into  enteritis,  it  soon  becomes 
remittent,  and  in  ratio  to  the  quantity  of  emitted  liquid, 
the  temperature  of  the  skin  abates,  but  the  frequency  of 
the  pulse  increases  more  of  less. 

The  inflammation  from  rheumatic  diarrhcea  is  not  so 
frequent  in  infants  and  children  as  the  former  described, 
and  less  so  its  transition  into  decided  enteritis,  although 
in  febrile  cases,  as  sSon  as  intestinal  pain  becomes 
salient,  leeches  are  the  favourite  remedy.  But  they 
are  more  so,  I  am  sure,  than  required. 

The  tratirition  into  chronic  intestint^  rheumatism,  is 
not  a  frequent  issue  of  this  form.  According  to  what  I 
have  seen,  children  seldom  die  from  the  sero-bilious 
diarrhoea,  except  when  the  rheumatism  gives  rise  to  in- 


flammation, of  which  we  find  well  known  traces  in  the 
dead  body.  In  some  cases. the  emitted  liquids  assume 
other  colours  and  properties,  of  which  I  will  speak  by- 
and-by. 

The  complication  of  peritoneal  rheumatism  with  all 
the  various  forms  of  the  intestinal  and  sero-bilious 
diarrhoea,  is  an  occasional  occurrence.  I  will  mention 
in  its  place  some  particulars  concenung  it.  Rheomatism 
of  the  stomach  is  rarely  connected  with  it.  We  know 
already  the  symptoms.  Now,  I  will  draw  your  atten- 
tion to  another  acute  form  of  diarrhoea.  The  less  tlie 
proportion  of  bile  in  the  evacuation,  the  more  they 
assume  a  whitish  colour,  and  in  some  cases  tbey  are 
quite  white,  lUth  a  variable  quantity  of  sparious 
mucosity. 

The  tthHish  rheumatic  diarrhoea  presents,  of  course^ 
like  the  other,  the  general  characters  of  rheumatic 
pain,  of  sudden  and  strepitous  evacuations,  after 
which  the  pain  becomes  less.  It  is  generally  very 
abundant,  and  differs,  according  io  my  experience, 
from  the  bilious  or  sero-bilious,  in  as  fisur  as  under  the 
influence  of  these,  in  many  instances,  we  perceive  a 
dimmution  of  the  fever;  this  is  not  the  case  with  the 
whitish  serosity,  it  lessens  the  heat  of  the  slun,  bat 
without  lessening  or  even  augmenting  the  frequency  of 
the  pulse ;  more  than  any  other  it  has  an  evident  exhaust- 
ing effect.  It  contains  occasionally,  a  striking  quantity  of 
albumen.  Fainting  and  vomiting  sometimes  precede 
the  motions,  without  local  affections  of  the  stomadu 
It  has  nothing  of  the  bilious,  and  not  a  decided 
inflammatory  character.  In  fact  the  pain  is  on  the 
average  more  remittent  than  in  the  sero-bilious  kind^ 
and  the  languor,  in  proportion,  is  more  alarming.  In 
souke  cases  pain  is  excessively  severe,  I  have  not  been 
'able  to  come  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion  on  its  nature, 
but  assuredly  many  a  child  dies  from  it.  I  have  seen  it 
in  Manchester  the  same  as  elsewhere.  Sometimes  after 
having  been  profuse  it  lessens,  but  the  skin  and  pulse  at 
once  show  that  it  is  exhaustion  of  the  vital  power  which 
causes  its  decrease  or  collapsus. 

This  is  the  only  form  of  febrile  rheumatism  which, 
under  ray  own  observation,  has  caused  death  in  a  direct 
way,  and  Without  complication.  And  I  have  seen,  on 
post-mortem  inspection  in  cases  where  death  has  occurred 
in  consequence  of  this,  all  very  young  children,  where 
the  intestines  were  white  and  anaemic,  but  the  liver  and 
spleen  tinged  with  dark  venous  blood ;  and  like  what 
I  have  observed  in  some  instances  of  cholera  in  children, 
great  quantities  of  rice-water-like  liqiuds  have  been 
evacuated. 

The  years  1844  and  1845  were  the  most  fruitful  in 
rheumatism  at  Pesth,  and  (as  I  mentioned  in  my 
Hungarian  work,)  hundreds  of  cases  of  acute  rhenma. 
tism  were  entered  at  that  time  in  our  case-book,  amongst 
which  were  many  with  the  diarrhoea  in  question.  Shnol- 
taneously  I  have  seen  many  cases  also  of  sununer 
cholera  in  children,  but  there  was  no  Asiatic  cholera  in 
the  country  at  the  time.  The  fact  is,  that  whilst  many 
of  the  above-mentioned  cases,  from  the  form  of  fever  and 
character  of  the  pains,  were  evidently  rlieamatic,  otiisn 
— part^by  the  simultaneous  serous  vomiting,  low  tern* 


J 


DR.  MEREI  ON  THE  DISEASES  OP  CHILDREN. 


63S 


'perature,  piercing  cries,  and  such  movements  as  though 
^ey  sneered  from  spasms  in  the  legs — approached  more 
or  less  completely  the  form  of  cholera. 

The  qnestion  arises, — Are  snch  cases  rheumatism  of 
Che  spinal  cord  ?  I  dare  not  answer.  The  fact  is,  that 
in  many  of  these  cas^  the  helly>  between  one  evacuation 
and  another,  resists  moderate  pressure;  and  blisters  on 
the  belly  ^pTOve  little  efficacious.  In  some  fatal  cases  of 
acute  whitish  diarrhoea,  with  high  fever  in  the  com- 
mencement, a  slower  course  of  exhaustion  took  place— 
-a  transition  into  what  I  called  (in  the  1 3th  and  14th 
Lectures,)  the  secondary  asthenic  stage  of  fever,  but 
with  a  longer  course — above  a  week,  or  even  two  or 
three;  and  in  these  we  find  here  and^ere,  besides 
'  various  accidental  complications,  congestions,  or  partial 
inflammations  of  the  serous  or  mucous  coats,  follicular 
•erosions  and  swelling  of  the  mesenteric  glands,  but 
nothing  characteristic  of  the  rheumatic  origin  and 
nature  of  the  disease,  nor  of  any  other. 

Aa  soon  as  I  perceive  abundant  whitish  motions,  in  a 
menacing  degree,  no  fever  deters  me  from  applying  a 
large  mustard  poultice  on  the  belly,  and  after  its  re- 
moval then  to  the  back,  about  the  dorsal  part  of  the 
spine.  The  condition  of  the  skin  in  this  form  of  fever 
even  requires  its  being  irritated,  the  more  so  in  propor- 
tion to  its  lower  temperature.  On  both  legs  I  order 
hot  linseed  poultices,  with  or  without  the  addition 
'of  V^  to  Vn  part  of  mustard  powder,  to  promote  ener- 
getically active  perspiration,  after  the  manner  of  the 
French  phyaidans.  Internally,-  every  three  hours, 
from  Vs  to  Vis  of  a  grain  of  calomel,  and  if  there 
be  salient  pain  and  the  head  not  too  heavy,  or 
oppressed,  from  ^la  to  1/4  of  a  grain  of  Dover's  powder, 
each  dose  of  it.  If  the  stools  become  more  and  more 
greenish,  this  I  generally  found  to  be  a  good  sign,  but 
alone  it  is  seldom  enough,  if  at  the  same  time  we  do 
not  succeed  in  procuring  perspiration.  The  affected 
children  are  very  thirsty,  and  they  want  liquid  food. 
Besides  the  milk  of  the  breast,  of  which  not  too  much 
ought  to  be  given  at  once,  or  in  elder  ones  only,  a  very 
thin,  tepid  decoction  of  rice,  is  the  best  beverage  for 
these  cases. 

To  promote  perspiration  by  internal  remedies,  can 
only  be  attempted  within  the  first  day  or  two.  Dover's 
powders  must  at  once  be  left  off  as  soon  as  we  see  the 
belly  become  more  tense  and  the  child  restless,  throw- 
ing its  head  and  hand  from  one  spot  to  the  other. 
Amongst  the  sudorifics  (besides  Dover's  powder)  I  can 
only  recommend  a  light  infusion  of  lime-tree  flowers. 
There  is  often  an  excessive  intolerance  of  both  the 
stomach,  and  the  blood-vessels  for  every  medicine. 
This  we  must  have  regard  to  more  than  ever  in  these 
cases  of  children's  practice,  and  be  studious  at  the  same 
time  to  supply  by  external  means. 

I  beg  to  remind  you  of  what  I  said  of  sponging  in 
the  asthenic  stage  (Lecture  XIII.)  Besides  that,  I  have 
to  remark,  that  in  cases  of  the  well-cbaractenzed  rice- 
water  diarrhoea,  approaching  cholera  in  its  appearance, 
I  have  had  some  good  results  from  energetical  blistering 
along  the  spine,  and  rubbing  vigorously  the  whole 
anterior  surface  of  the  body  with  a  mixture  of  three 


parts  of  water  ^d  one  of  diluted  hydrochloric  add, 
until  the  skin  becomes  reddened ;  after  which  the  child 
must  be  covered  well  over,  and  the  mentioned  sudorific 
leg  poultices,  and  similar  means  upon  the  belly,  may  be 
applied,  to  draw  away  the  morbid  irritation  from 
within,  and  promote  a  ben^cial  cutaneous  crisis. 

The  complication  of  peritoneal  rheumatism  I  did  nok 
notice  with  this  form.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the . 
tension  and  pain  under  pressure  of  the  belly,  are  less 
than  in  the  sero-bilious  diarrhoea.  The  belly  may  evea 
be  soft  for  a  While  after  the  evacuation ;  but  this  does 
not  exclude  severe  attacks  of  pain. 
'  In  general  these  are  severe  and  serious  instances  of 
practice.  The  day  before  we  saw  the  child  restless,  the 
pulse  about  150  to  160,  the  skin  hot,  each  discharge 
preceded  by  vehement  expression  of  pain,  whitish,  hut 
with  a  green  or  yellow  hue ;  now  it  lies  quietly  on  its 
back,  the  pulse  180  or  more,  the  temperature  lower, 
the  countenance  pale  and  sunken,  the  occulozygomatic 
imprinted,  and  the  eyes  dull-looking,  as  if  it  were 
afiection  of  the  bram;  the  expression  of  pain  before, 
the  motions  becomes  less,  but  languid  moaning  more 
continuous,  accompanied  by  occasional  languid  move- 
ments of  the  head  and  limbs ;  the  quality  of  the  stools 
changes-;  it  is  now  of  unooloured  serosity,  or  brownish 
and  exceedingly  offensive  ;  the  belly  less  tense  than  at 
the  commencement.  The  child  presents  an  alarming 
aspect.  The  parents  are  ready  to  try  everything ;  but 
very  few  remedies  can  be  even  tried  without  damage; 
though  the  majority  of  practitioners  yield  but  too  easily 
to  the  temptation  of  multiplied  applications.  CowpH" 
cations  seldom  do  occur  in  this  form. 

Under  whatever,  drcumstances,  and  1ipon  whatever 
ground,  profuse  white  serous  diarrhoea,  may  depend,  it 
increases  continually  the  over-carbonization  of  blood, 
and  not  seldom  beyond  the  control  of  science. 

Injections  themselves,  such  as  are  intended  to 
appease,  are  frequently  but  an  irritating  agency ;  and 
internal  remedies  of  any  kind  may  augment  the  dis- 
turbance. I  have  seen  but  few  children  recover  from 
thia  state;  and  even  in  thesa  it  was  more  by  external 
than  internal  treatment.  Minute  doses  of  calomel,  if 
they  effect  no  favourable  change  within  a  day  or  two, 
their  continuance  is  but  a  nuisance. 

As  to  the  rheumatic  character  of  the  form  in  question, 
though  in  the  beginning  it  may  have  been  clearly 
expressed  by  the  mentioned  form  and  type  of  fever  and 
abdominal  pains,  if  the  serous  diarrhoea  be  profuse, 
even  articular  rheumatalgia  or  swelling,  when  present, 
at  first,  will  soon  vanish. 

The  bilio-serous  diarrhoea  is  by  far  more  manageable  * 
than  this,  and  has  in  many  instances  even  a  beneficial 
effect  upon  the  rheumatic  fever;  when  it  becomes 
dangerous,  in. general  it  is  when  it  assumes,  more  or 
less,  the  whitish  aspect,  or  some  other  troublesome 
colour.  i 

The  brownish  serous  diarrhcsa,  dirty-looking,  and  of 
an  intense  ammoniacal  smell,  or  other  badly-coloured 
liquids,  do  not  commonly  appear  with  the  onset  of 
rheumatic  fever  in  children,  but  rather  make  their 
appearance  during  its  course. 
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Yellow  diarrhcea,  t.  e.,  more  abundant  scrosity  mixed 
with  the  usual  excrements  of  infants,  though  occasion- 
ally connected  with  febrile  abdomiaal  rheumatism,  is  in 
general  not  seriousi  and  more  manageable  than  any 
other.  If  too  abundant,  say  five  or  six  times  a  day, 
and  assuming  more  the  sero-mucous  or  aero-biljbojas 
aspect,  it  may  be  checked,  more  or  less  gradually, 
according  to  the  degree  of  fever  or  rheumatalgia  con- 
nected with  it,  by  warm  poultices,  or  sinapisms  and 
Dover's  powder.  The  decoction  of  jalepf  more  active 
than  warm  rice-water,  and  a  real  benefit  in  the  obvious 
catarrhal  diarrhoea  of  children,  is  little  efficacious  in  the 
greenish  or  whitish  forms,  but  will  be  found  useful  in 
the  yellow. 

Catarrhal  diarrhaa,  a  discharge  of  almost  pure 
mucosity,  more  or  less  imited  with  the  yellowish 
elements,  does  not  frequently  complicate  intestinal 
rheumatism,  except  when  this  passes  into  inflammation, 
when  the  serum  becomes  less,  and  thick  mucus  appears 
in  the  stools,  with  more  or^ess  simple  catarrhal 
diarrhoea,  and  is  by  far  less  connected  with  pam  than 
the  sero- bilious. 

Peritoneal  rheumatism  ^  of  which  I  forgot  to  make 
mention  in  the  last  lecture,  in  its  fixed  form  has  about 
the.  same  objective  symptoms  in  a  child  as  intestinal 
rheumatism ;  it  acts  also  -upon  the  intestinal  secretion, 
and  produces  sero-bilious  diarrhoea.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  discover  any  other  diagnostical  distinctions  iKan 
this.  In  fixed  peritoneal  rheumatism  the  tension  of 
the  belly  is  more  conspicuous  and  continued,  and 
pressure  by  far  less  tolerated.  Intestinal  rheumatism 
may  occasionally  be  connected  with-  it ;  but  it  seems  to 
me  impossible  to  point  out  diagnostical  signs  for  this 
case;  nor  is  there  great  practical  interest  in  the  distinc- 
tion. The  treatment  is  entirely  the  same  as  that  which 
I  mentioned  for  the  sero-bilious  diarrhoea. 

A  moderate  degree  of  peritoneal  rheumatalgia  is 
scarcely  distinguishable  from  the  intestinal ;  the  inflam- 
matory, on  the  contrary,  is  more  easily  recognized,  by 
the  more  palpable  degree  of  tension,  superficial  tender- 
ness, and  heat.  The  treatment  is  obvious :— leeches, Ihe 
Strong  mercurial  ointment,  poultices,  minute  doses  of 
calomel,  and  moderate  ones  of  Dover's  powders,  form 
the  whole  therapeutical  measures. 
'  I  will  now  briefly  recapitulate  the  treatment  of  recent 
acute  and  febrile  abdominal  rheumatism  connected 
herewith.  First,  in  mild  cases,  the  internal  treatment 
ought  to  be  either  omitted  or  confined  to  some  moderate 
doses  of  Dover's  powder,  with  jalap,  and  hot  poultices 
on  the  belly. 

The  management  of  the  bilious,  sero-bilious,  or 
white  (in  connexion  with  fever),  has  been  minutely 
indicated.  I  cannot  repress  the  repeated  caution 
against  the  use  of  many  remedies,  almost  promiscuously 
and  at  random  applied  in  diarrhoea  of  children. 

In  any  kind  of  febrile  rheumatic  diarrhoea,  I  know 
only  of  two  directly  useful  substances— opium  and 
calomel.  The  latter  being  useful  in  the  serous  diarrhoea, 
with  retention  of  the  bilious  elements,  t.  «.,  in  the 
whitiah  serous  evacuations,  is  not  available  in  the 
opposite  condition, — ^in  serosity  overcharged  with  bile. 


And  in  this  point  the  superficiality  with  calomel  ia 
obrious.  It  is  indicated  in  every  form,  the  most  oppo- 
site. It  is  the  most  flexible  remedy.  Sir  Astky 
Cooper,  whose  memory  stands  high  in  my  estimatioa, 
used  to  say  of  it,  it  "  regulates ' '  the  abdominal  secfttioiia 
and  functions.  In  the  present  day,  I  believe,  ndi 
.ideas  and  expressions  are  too  vague,  and  in  oppoeitioii 
to  the  consciousness  of  our  non  scire^  and  the  eStabUshed 
spirit  of  modem  inquiry,  as  to  be  admissible  any  more. 

The  emetic  and  castor-oil  act  indirectly,  but  in 
appropriate  cases  (biliosity)  efficaciously,  against  the 
diarrhoea.  I  have  mentioned  their  indications,  as  well 
as  of  leeches,  poultices,  and  other  external  means. 

Great  mis%ief,  of  every  day's  bocurraioe  in  dnT* 
dren*s  practice,  is  done,  in  rheumatic  diarrhoea,  by  a 
number  of  other  remedies.  If  ophun  does  not  aooHie^ 
then  follows  the  chalk  mixture,  or  even  calnmbo,  wi& 
or  without  magnesia,  and  the  hke.  Some  of  tbem 
remedies  may  be  useful  in  some  stages  of  the  catarrhal 
diarrhoea,  but  none  of  them  is  good  in  the  forms  in 
question.  A  great  principle  it  is  when  we  treat  intea- 
tinal  rheumatism  by  opiates  to  act,  at  the  same  timer 
by  every  possible  means  upon  the  sldn. 

There  are  cases  not^imcommonly  met  with  whicfc 
impro^  merely  by  external  treatment  after  all  internal 
attempts  have  failed,  or  been  injurious.  In  spite  of  tibe 
difficulties  in  diarrhoea  of  children,  by  dose  investi- 
gation it  is  possible  to  find  out  the  real  indicatioiia. 
Biliosity,  active  or  passive  congestion  in  the  liver, 
irritation  of  its  serous  coat,  and  serous  mucqjas  inflam* 
mations,  are  the  most  obvious  conditions,  and  moat 
important  to  be  found  out. 

I  feel  the  great  imperfection  of  what  I  hare  exposed, 
or  attempted  to  illustrate  to-day.  I  have  been  severed 
too  soon  firom  a  fertile  field  for  inquiry.  I  shall  recetve, 
however,  with  thanks,  every  correction  of  my  views* 
Diarrhoea  of  children  in  general  is  not  treated  of  as  it 
ought  to  be  in  works  however  valuable;  and  in  practioe 
treated  superficially.  This,  nobody  will  deny :  therefore 
I  thought  I  ought  to  devote  proportionally  more  tioie 
and  care  to  this  than  to  other  subjects  minnftelf  sod 
laudably  exposed  in  contemporary  works.  I  have- 
unitedly  with  my  distinguished  subordinates — in  tiis 
Children's  Hospital  of  Pesth,  paid  great  attention  to 
the  clinical  observation  of  diarrhoea  in  children,  bat 
how  far  have  we  been  from  a  satis&ctory  degree  at 
knowledge  of  so  obvious  a  derangement,  and  so  dan- 
gerous in  infancy ;  I  should  feel  happy,  therefore,  if 
my  observations  answered  the  mere  purpose  of  giving 
an  impulse  here  and  there  to  further  practical  inqmij 
in  that  direction.  Certainly  the  treatment  of  diarrhoea  in 
children  is  of  great  consequence  to  human  life  and 
professional  honour.  Next,  on  some  spedal  relatioaa 
between  acute  rheumatic  fever  and  diarrhoea  in  the 
tender  age. 
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Cask  I. 

The  case  of  hepatitis  occurred  in  a  female,  Mrs.  M., 
'^  a  plethoric  habit  of  body,  who  had  been  subject  to 
4rimilar  attacks  while  resident  in  India.  The  first 
^mptoms  inducing  a  call  for  medical  aid,  appeared  on 
June  the  11th,  1852,  and  were  of  a  decided  character. 
They  reached  their  intensity  on  the  14th,  notwithstand- 
ing the  remedies  used;  the  urine  was  scanty,  thick, 
'bilious  coloured;  fever  high;  breathing  oppressed; 
and  considerable  pain  in  right  hypochondrium.  A 
-smart  dose  of  jalep  and  calomel  was  then  given,  which 
gave  much  relief,  and  sweating  now  took  place,  which 
considerably  lessened  the  fever,  and  may  have  been 
caused  by  the  depressing  effect  of  the  purgative  allow- 
ing the  diaphoretics  previously  administered  to  act  easier 
mpon  the  skin.  The  purge  was  repeated  the  next  day, 
and  gave  further  relief  to  the  local  symptoms,  and  the 
jweating  still  continued  to  keep  down  the  fever.  The 
mouth  now  showed  the  effects  of  mercury,  an  ointment 
containing  which  had  been  used  to  dress  a  blister 
applied  to  the  side.  The  intense  symptoms  now  abated, 
«nd  gradually  declined  under  the  use  of  saline  drinks 
and  purgative  pills,  but  the  stomach  could  not  bear 
■antimonial  medicines  since  the  aggravation  of  the  disease 
on  the  14th,  and  the  patient  continued  to  feel  much 
{weakness.  From  some  cause  a  relapse  of  the  complaint 
legan  on  the  25th,  and  the  next  day  had  reached  as 
{preat  intensity  as  ever,  with  the  addition  of  dyspnoea,  and 
sense  of  oppression  and  weight  around  the  the  region  of 
the  liver;  and  the  bowels  became  again  costive  and  the 
|)er8piration  ceased.  A  large  dose  of  compound  jalap 
powder  gave  relief  to  the  local  symptoms,  its  action 
being  kept  up  by  a  purgative  and  saline  mixture,  and 
perspiration  again  appeared  to  subdue  the  fever.  No 
attempt  was  made  to  affect  the  system  with  mercury 
this  time,  as  its  action  did  not  even  prevent  the  relapse. 
The  bowels  were  now  kept  freely  open  by  colocynth 
and  calomel  pills  at  night,  and  salines  during  the  day, 
-and  as  the  morbid  action  seemed  to  subside,  so  these 
.means  were  gradually  reduced  in  strength,  and  (hough 
much  constitutional  anxiety  continued,  yet  by  the 
middle  of  July  she  was  quite  convalescent.  No  tonics 
were  given  and  no  addition  of  stimtdating  regimen, 
merely  attention  being  given  to  keeping  the  bowels  re- 
gularly open,  so  as  to  allow  of  nature  effecting  a  healthy 
reduction  of  the  vascularity  of  the  liver,  and  a  restora- 
tion of  its  normal  secretion. 

Case  II. 

The  case  of  bilious  dirrrhoea  occurred  in  a  bastard 
man,  (Privulf,)  of  strong  and  healthy  appearance,  and 
tiM  first  symptoms  of  engorgement  of  the  liver  and 


portal  system  showed  itself  by  complaint  of  great  pain 
in  the  loins  and  side,  which  were  relieved  by  a  Dover's 
powder  at  night,  and  a  dose  of  salts  next  morning, 
which  caused  the  evacuation  of  a  large  quantity  of  bile 
by  stool.  On  the  7th  of  July  they  appeared  again 
under  the  form  of  nausea,  pain  and  soreness  of  the 
belly,  loss  of  appetite  and  a  very  white  coated  tongue. 
After  the  exhibition  of  an  emetic,  the  evacuation  of 
bile  manifested  itself,  and  bilious  diarrhoea  supervened^ 
and  continued  more  or  less  for  several  days,  some- 
times with  increase  of  pain,  generally  spasmodic,  but 
always  attended  with  soreness  of  belly.  Compound 
chalk  powder  and  opium  pills  at  night  gave  most  relief. 
The  diarrhoea  gradually  declined,  and  the  patient  by 
the  10th,  was  convalescent 

Case  III. 
Heathfield's  case  showed  a  combination  of  dysentery 
and  biliousness,  the  engorged  portal  circulation  seeking 
relief  by  either  one  mode  or  the  other,  according  to  cnr- 
cumstances.  He  had  been  five  or  six  days  ill  before 
applying  for  medical  aid.  The  symptoms  were  dysen* 
teric,  with  a  very  white  coated  tongue,  thirst,  nausea, 
&c.  June  27th  and  28th  he  had  given  him  two  doses 
of  rhubarb,  calomel,  and  nitrate  of  potass,  which 
relieved  the  abdominal  symptoms  very  much,  and 
operated  gently,  no  more  blood  being  passed.  An  attack 
of  abdominal  pain  occurred  next  night,  which  was  re- 
lieved by  opium.  On  the  30th  the  bowels  were  natural, 
but  nausea  was  complained  of,  with  loss  of  appetite 
continuing,  and  white  tongue,  the  first  and  last 
symptom  obtaining  alleviation  from  sedleitz  powders. 
On  July  2nd,  as  debility  and  anorexia  seemed  now  the 
leading  symptoms,  decoction  of  cinchona  was  ordered, 
under  which  he  improved,  but  it  caused  'costiveness 
and  flatulence,  which  rhubarb  and  soda  relieved.  He 
became  convalescent  by  the  5th  of  July. 

Case  IV. 

Almost  similar  symptoms  attended  Mrs.  W's.  case, 
but  xvther  less  intense,  and  more  chronic,  which  first 
came  under  notice  June  19th.  Biliousness  had  been 
present  some  days,  with  abdominal  pain  and  white 
tongue.  Colocynth  and  calomel  pills  were  first  given, 
and  then  salts,  but  on  the  22nd  dysenteric  purging 
appeared  with  increase  of  abdominal  pain.  Pills  of 
calomel  and  opium  were  given,  without  any  effect  in 
checking  the  sanguineous  purging,  but  the  tongue  was 
now  cleaner,  and  compound  chalk  powder  was  tried 
instead,  and  with  success.  On  the  24th  the  stomach 
became  disordered  and  bilious,  and  the  tongue  white, 
which  a  dose  of  rhubarb  and  soda  mitigated,  but  did  not 
open  the  bowels,  which  was  required  to  be  effected 
with  thd  administration  of  rhubarb  and  calomel.  As 
there  still  seemed  a  tendency  to  dysenteric  purging 
when  the  bowels  were  moved  but  likening  mucus  instead' 
of  blood,  compound  rhalk  mixture  was  again  given. 
Powders  of  small  doses  of  calomel,  opium,  ipecacuanha, 
and  gum,  were  next  given,  to  act  as  an  alterative  and 
restore  a  proper  state  of  the  intestinal  secretions  and 
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their  eracuations,  which  succeeded.  On  July  11th  a 
relapse  of  dysenteric  symptoms  appeared  with  abdominal 
pain,  which  was  relieved  by  opium  pills,  followed  next 
morning  by  a  doee  of  rhubarb  and  calomel;  and  on  the 
13th,  as  biliousness  of  the  stomach  again  appeared,  a 
dose  of  rhubarb  and  soda  was  given  to  relieve  it,  md 
eonvalesoence  seemed  to  be  established.  Subsequently 
the  mouth  became  sore,  and  on  the  17th  of  July  a 
severe  attack  of  pain  in  the  beUy,  with  shivering  and 
liever  supervened,  with  costrreness,  which  was  subdued 
by  pedfluvium  fomentation,  followed  next  day  by  doses 
of  sedlitz  powders,  which  operated  freely,  and  relief 
to  all  the  symptoms  took  place.  Soreness  of  the  mouth, 
and  a  continued  tendency  to  salivation,  however,  mani- 
fested itself,  otherwise  the  patient  is  convalescent. 

Case  V. 

Pore  dysentery  marked  the  next  case,  in  Mr.  S.,  who 
reported  himself  sick  June  23rd,  though  he  had  been 
Bufibring  for  a  week  previous.  The  symptoms  were 
Banguineous  purging,  with  its  accompaniments,  and 
ttlitended  by  few  constitutional  symptoms,  except  loss  of 
•ppetite.  A  powder  of  rhubarb  and  calomel  was  given, 
juid  relieved  for  a  time  all  the  symptoms,  and  as  be 
considered  himself  able  to  undertake  duty  he  was  not 
put  under  any  medical  restraint.  Up  to  the  6th  of 
July  he  had  four  of  these  doses,  but  the  bloody  motions 
generally  returned  with  straining,  a  day  or  two  after 
the  taking  a  powder,  but  the  accessory  symptoms 
had  now  subsided,  the  appetite  had  returned,  and  the 
tongue  became  dean.  He  was  now  kept  to  his  room, 
and  pUIs  of  calomel  and  opium  regularly  administered 
according  to  the  recurrence  of  bloody  stools,'which  were 
finally  checked  and  then  allowed  to  become  natural, 
and  by  the  15tii  he  was  convalescent.  -  No  affection  of 
the  mouth  took  place.  The  compound  calomel  powder 
ao  useful  in  the  former  case,  was  tried  in  this  before 
the  pills,  but  found  ineffectual,  and  the  latter  were 
beneficial  here,  but  inoperative  in  Mr.  W's.  case. 

Case  VI. 

The  last  case  was  a  decided  one  of  dysentery,  and 
occurred  in  an  European  named  Jennings,  a  groom, 
who  had  been  ill  with  it  occasionally  for  a  month  before, 
and  had  usually  found  relief  from  doses  of  rhubarb  and 
odomel,  but  did  not  attend  regularly.  On  the  7th  of 
July  the  symptoms  were  so  intense,  that  he  was  taken 
into  hospital.  Pills  of  calomel  and  opium,  beneficial 
in  the  last  case,  were  here  of  no  avail,  and  seemed  to 
increase  the  symptoms.  Opium  in  pill  was  tried,  to 
;rdieve  the  abdominal  pain,  but  without  success ;  also 
compound  chalk  powder,  but  with  no  better  effect. 
Two  grains  of  calomel  and  one  grain  of  opium,  in 
powder,  were  now  given  every  four  hours,  and  relief  at 
the  end  of  twenty-four  hours  was  experienced.  There 
was  no  fever  and  the  tongue  was  not  very  much  coated, 
and  half  the  above  dose  was  tried,  with  some  cinchona 
added,  but  the  symptoms  again  returned  as  bad  as  ever. 
The  fun  dose  was  again  put  in  requisition  every  six 


hours,  with  good  effect,  and  after  twenty-four  hoais 
lessened  one  quarter,  without  allowing  any  retom  of 
the  severe  dysenteric  symptoms.  On  the  12th  a  blisfter 
to  the  abdomen  removed  all  pain,  and  an  iojectioa  of 
warm  water  was  administered  that  night,  with  fnither 
relief.  There  was  now  slercimal  foetor  of  the  breath, 
approaching  to  salivation,  butnoaffiBotion  of  die  gums. 
On  the  13th,  as  I  considered  the  amendment  piodaoed 
was  not  commensurate  widi  the  large  and  r^eatod 
doses  of  calomel,  an  alteration  in  the  treatment  ma 
ventured  upon.  A  large  dose  of  Dover's  powder,  a 
pediluvium,  and  other  accessory  means  were  enfoioedy 
to  produce  profuse  perspiration  that  night,  and  followed 
next  nxoming  by  a  purgative  dose  of  rhubarb  and  soda. 
On  the  14th,  ^reat  relief  was  experienced  and  tiie 
balance  of  the  circulation  and  distribution  of  nerrooa 
fluid  seemed  to  have  become  more  naturally  established, 
the  stools  were  now  changed  and  took  on  the  form' of 
diarrhoea.  Small  doses  of  Dover's  powder  and  hydrarg. 
were  given  night  and  morning,  with  the  best  effect,  and 
compound  chalk  powder,  should  diarrhoea  be  trouble- 
some, in  the  intervals.  The  stools  became  gradually 
more  natural,  more  fscal  and  bilious,  and  the  appetite 
much  improved,  and  on  the  20ch  of  July  he  was 
convalescent. 

Remarks. — ^All  these  six  cases  will  be  seei  to  have 
occurred  in  the  course  of  one  month,  leading  io  the 
supposition  that  similar  exciting  causes  for  the  diseaaea 
were  present  in  each  case,  or  that  a  single  endemic  canae 
prevailed,  as  they  all  happened  in  the  same  locality  at 
Shilon.  The  diseases  all  implicated  the  same  system 
of  organs — two  being  developed  at  one  extrefnity  of  the 
intestinal  tube,  another  at  the  other,  three  being  intw- 
mediate.  In  the  case  of  hepatitis^  the  hypersemia  of  the 
liver  was  immediately  relieved  by  strong  purgatives, 
diminishing  thereby  the  fluid  contents  of  the  portal 
system.  The  hyperiemia  of  the  general  circulation  or 
fever,  was  relieved  by  the  production  of  profuse  sweating. 
The  calibres  of  the  vessels,  both  local  and  general,  were 
thus  allowed  an  opportunity  to  exercise  their  natural, 
resiliency,  and  return  to  a  natural  size.  The  pressure 
on  the  secreting  cells  of  the  liver  by  the  enlarged  blood- 
vessels, is  coincident  with  arrest  and  nondimination  of 
secretion,  which  takes  place  easier  when  that  was 
removed.  The  same  would  occur  in  the  general 
circulation.  As  heat  is  commensurate  with  an  increase 
of  fibrin  in  the  blood,  so  is  there  an  increase  of  fibrin 
in  inflammation  and  fever.  Fibrin  is  also  considered 
as  an  excrementitious  form  of  albumen,  so  that  the 
object  of  medicine  would  be  to  endeavour  to  get  this 
superabundance  eliminated  from  the  system.  Its  r»> 
tention  in  the  circulation  leads  to  its  deposit  in  oigans 
predisposed,  and  in  some  cases  with  an  impediment  to 
their  functions.  This  elimination  of  the  fibrin  can  be 
accomplished  by  increasing  the  secretory  powers  of  the 
different  organs.  As  during  inflammation  little  or  n& 
secretion  is  formed,  so  the  biliary  matter,  not  being 
liberated  from  the  blood,  would  accumulate  in  the  cir- 
culation, its  more  essential  organic  r  ^astitaentB  miM 
remain  unformed,  or  ifk  the  state  of  fibrin*  and  the 
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^colouring  matter  wotild  appear  to  tinge  the  conntenance, 
and  flow  off  by  the  urine. 

That  the  inflamination  of  the  serous  sur&ce  eyer 
takes  place,  independent  of  any  diseased  action  in  the 
substance  of  the  liver  in  ordinary  cases  of  so-called 
hepatitis,  would,  I  think,  admit  of  ^  doubt.  Pneu- 
monia may  exist  independent  of  pleurisy,  though 
liepatitis  and  congestion  of  the  liver  could  not  exist 
long  without  involving  the  serous  covering,  because 
morbid  effusions  have  easier  egress  into  the'vacant  air- 
•odls  of  the  former.  Mercury  seemed  to  have  no 
ultimately  beneficial  effect,  as  a  relapse  of  the  com- 
plaint occurred  after  the  affection  of  the  mouth  by  the 
mineral,  and  during  its  continuance.  The  same  effect 
towards  the  relief  of  the  disease  was  induced  in  the 
relapse  by  medicines  containing  none  of  that  ingredient, 
and  the  cure  was  permanent,  without  the  mouth  being 
again  affected.  On  theoretical  grounds,  even  mercury 
would  be  inconsistent  with  subduing  increased  action 
of  the  liver,  unless  on  the  principle  of  rimilia  HmilibuM 
cttrantur.  Antimony  during  the  height  of  the  disease 
proved  hostile  to  the  stomach,  causing  vomiting  when 
given  either  in  the  fluid  or  solid  form  to  induce 
diaphoresis. 

In  the  bilious  diarrhoea  most  probably  there  exists' 
hypersemia  of  the  portal  circulation,  the  vessels  of  the 
liver  not  being  in  a  diseased  state  at  all,  and  therefore 
•do  not  give  way  to  dilatatien;  and  this  is  rendered 
.probable,  from*  the  paucity  of  bile  existing  in  the 
latent  state.  The  treatment  of  bilious  diarrhoea  under 
the  above  supposition,  must  evidently  be  palliative;  the 
hypersemia  has  found  a  vent,  and  ought  not  to  be 
unduly  checked.  The  increased  quantity  of  bile  flowing 
off  ought  to  be  shielded  from  injuring  the  coats  of  the 
intestines  in  its  passage  through  them.  Symptoms  will 
announce  if  it  produces  morbid  effects  on  the  mucous 
.  membranes,  by  the  occurrence  of  soreness  if  the 
mvQpus  membrane  has  been  based  of  epithelium,  and  of 
pam  .tvhen  the  exposed  subjacent  tissue  of  muscular 
fibre  is  thrown  into  unnatural  spasm.  Remedies  ap- 
propriate to  these  conditions  would  require  to  be 
exhibited  to  afford  relief,  as  anodynes  to  diminish 
sensibility,  and  to  allay  the  susceptibility  of  the  nervous 
iibriUse.  Any  matter,  as  peculiar  aliments,  tending  to 
increase  the  contents  of  the  portal  blood,  should,  of 
course,  be  avoided,  such  as  admit  of  absorption  by  the 
lacteals  being  preferable  to  such  as  enter  the  veins. 
The  allaying  of  the  force  of  the  disease  would  be  safer 
than  checking  quickly  its  symptoms.  An  overloaded 
portal  circulation  may  also  cause  its  hypenemia  to 
relieve  itself  indirectly  by  the  effusion  of  its  overloaded 
contents  from  the  thinner  mucous  membranes,  as  from 
the  colon,  producing  a  form  of  dysentery.  The  more 
depending  and  enlarged  portion  of  its  circulation  would 
suffer  first,  as  in  the  rectum  and  sigmoid  flexure.  The 
circulation  in  the  colon  may  be  presumed  at  all  times 
less  active  than  that  of  the  small  intestines,  as  it  takes 
less  share  in  digestion  and  absorption  of  aliment;  it 
could  not,  therefore,  relieve  itself  so  easily  as  the  upper 
parts,  from  having  less  activity — local  activity  of  drcu- 
-lation  having  little  to  do  with  the  force  of  the  heart. 


Want  of  this. property,  it  is  well  known,  also  in  a  morbid 
sense,  leads  to  congestion.  The  epithelial  lining  of  the 
colon  is  less  liable  naturally  to  change  than  that  of  the 
stomach  and  small  intestines.  Should  a  course  of  diet, 
as  an  animal  one,  be  in  use,  still  less  would  the  shedding 
and  reproduction  of  epithelium  exist,  than  in  cases 
nhere  a  vegetable  diet  was  usual.  The  chief  current, 
and  the  strongest  of  the  portal  circulation,  must  be  in 
the  afferent  and  efferent  vessels  of  the  stomach  and 
small  intestines,  that  of  the  colon  being  tributary  to, 
and  more  sluggish  than,  this  great  stream.  -  Should  the 
portal  circulation  become  hypersemiated,  then  would 
this  congestion  of  the  colic  vessels  be  increased,  and 
give  a  tendency  to  effusion.  This  morbid  event  might 
be  either  sudden,  when  a  strong  external  cause  was 
applied,  or  gradual,  and  only  show  itself  when  tihe 
pressure  of  the  blood  had  reached  a  maximum,  which 
would  be  indicated  by  such  a  symptom  as  a  sense  of 
expression  in  the  abdomen.  The  gradual  loss  of  blood 
would  thus  tend  to  prevent  the  accession  of  fever, 
which  would  have  greater  cause  to  arise  when  the 
disease  was  brought  on  suddenly  before  the  engorged 
portal  blood  had  found  any  relief  by  effusion.  Inflam- 
mation would,  in  a  sudden  case,  be  more  likely  to  arise 
also  from  the  same  cause,  and  be  followed  sooner  and 
easier  by  destruction  of  parts,  and  arrest  of  the  natural 
functions,  which  would  be  less  likely  to  take  place  so 
Ripidly,  or  to  that  extent  and  intensity,  in  a  protracted 
case.  Effusion  of  blood  in  these  cases  acts  as  a  naturally  f 
local  abstraction  of  blood.  When  the  symptoms  have 
once  commenced,  the  nervous  action  of  the  intestinal 
canal  is  thrown  out  of  its  balance,  and  becomes  con- 
centrated on  the  diseased  part,  hence  irregularity  of 
peristaltic  action,  and  want  of  action  in  the  small 
intestines  evidenced  in  the  absence  of  feecal  evacuation, 
and  these  of  a  vitiated  character.  As  the  portal  circu- 
lation has  now  got  a  vent  for  its  contents,  less  bile  is 
formed,  which  would  also  arise  from  the  loss  of  harmony 
in  the  action  of  the  abdominal  sympathetic  nervous 
power.  Hence  medicines  having  the  power  to  increase 
the  bile,  would  divert  the  morbid  effusion  of  portal 
blood,  and  such  as  tend  to  allay  spasm  would  allow  of 
the  restoration  of  the  nervous  balance.  Medicines  also 
which  increased  the  secretions  and  peristaltic  motion  of 
the  small  intestines,  would  be  beneficial  on  both  suppo- 
sitions; but  such  as  would  increase  the  bile,  and  act 
like  the  latter,  would  be  supposed  to  afford  greater  relief 
to  the  overburdened  portal  circulation,  and  transfer-  the 
normal  current  of  blood,  as  it  exists  naturally  in  a 
greater  amount  to  the  small  intestines. 

As  amylaceous  articles  of  diet  seem  to  be  more  fitted 
for  nutriment  in  these  cases  thaii  animal  or  albuminous 
vegetable  substances,  one  may  conjecture  their  peculiar 
fitness  arises  from  their  assimilation  requiring  a  greater 
activity  in  the  secretorv  powers  of  all  the  salivary 
system  of  glands  than  in  those  of  the  liver ;  and  besides, 
from  their  absorption  in  the  shape  of  sugar,  not  adding 
to  the  increase  of  the  fibrinous  elements  of  the  portal 
blood. 

Mercury  in  some  form  seems  to  exert  a  curative  effect 
in  dysentery,  some  constitutions  bearing  calomel,  some 
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tgreebg  with  hydrargyram  cum  creta,  &c.,  better.  This 
effect  does  not  appear  to  be  in  every  case  coincident 
with  the  establishment  of  an  affection  of  the  entire 
system,  as  eridenced  in  the  gums,  though  witnessed 
«ppaS«ntly  in  one  of  the  above  cases.  In  Mr.  S.  no 
constitutional  affection  from  the  mineral  supervoied. 
The  influence  must  then  have  been  entirely  confined  to 
the  abdominal  organs  concerned,  and  could  not  hove 
passed  through  the  liver;  or,  if  so,  must  have  returned 
with  the  bile,  upon  which  secretion  perhaps,  after  all, 
the  necessary  effect  has  to  be  produced.  In  other  cases 
I  have  witnessed  the  same,  and  besides,  have  seen  the 
mouth  afibcted,  and  still  the  progress  and  violence  of 
the  disease. not  checked  materially.  The  case  of  Mr. 
S.  got  well  by  checking  the  complaint,  that  of  another 
by  the  supervention  of  a  diarrhoea,  either  from  the 
transference  of  increased  action  to  the  small  intestines, 
or  the  transmutation  of  the  dysenteric  morbid  processes 
in  the  colon  into  those  of  the  saline  affection.  The 
occurrence  of  perspiration  in  Jenning's  case  was  the 
turn  of  the  disease,  the  balance  of  the  circulation  and 
nervous  fluid  seemed  to  be  restored  by  it  at  a  critical 
period,  so  that  the  organs  essential  to  a  restoration  of 
health  had  become  supplied  again  with  a  due  share  of 
.  each,  the  complaint  was  thus  robbed  of  its  means  for 
carrying  on  the  war,  and  health  had  an  opportunity  of 
resuming  its  empire.  Whether  had  the  affection  of  ^he 
system  with  the  mercury  conduced  also  to  this  end? 
That  the  mineral  in  the  form  of  calomel  had  entered 
the  blood,  seemed  to  be  established  by  increase  of  the 
saliva,  and  mercurial  foetor  of  the  breath,  yet  the 
dysenteric  symptoms  did  not  very  materially  change 
for  the  better.  I  am  inclined,  on  the  whole,  to  con- 
sider from  these  cases,  and  from  others  previously  under 
treatment,  that  its  curative  effect  is  local,  and  confined 
to  the  organs  concerned  in  the  disease  in  the  abdomen. 
It  may  be  sedative,  as  when  calomel  is  combined  with 
opium,  as  in  Mr.  S.'s  case,  it  is  slightly  stimulating  to 
the  biliary  and  intestinal  secretions,  so  as  to  restore  the 
balance  of  the  portal  circulation.  In  the  case  of  Mrs. 
W.  and  Heathfield,  checking  the  dysenteric  symptoms  by 
simple  opium,  seemed  to  occasion  biliousness  of  stomach, 
inferring  that  the  portal  blood  desired  to  relieve  itself 
by  that  channel  instead,  and  when  medicines  were 
given  to  correct  the  latter  symptoms,  they  did  not 
appear  to  bring  a  return  of  the  dysenteric  symptoms. 
Calomel  and  opium  in  Mr.  S's.  case  evidently  acted 
accumulatively,  and  together  with  rest,  allowed  a 
natural  redistribution  of  the  portal  circulation  and 
nervous  fluid.  The  difference  of  the  effect  produced 
by  different  medicines,  in  these  cases,  seemed  to  have  no 
clearer  cause  than  constitutional  peculiarity,  and  the 
cause  of  the  difference  in  treatment  arose  from  the 
difference  in  circumstances  at  the  time,  and  the  necessity 
of  counteracting  symptoms  as  they  arose.  The  benefit 
subsequently  shown,  must  have  been  derived  in  these 
cases  of  dysentery,  frY>m  the  previous  exhibition  of 
purgative  doses  of  rhubarb  and  calomel,  which  took  off 
the  oppression  of  the  portal  circulation  by  increasing  the 
flow  of  bile,  thus  relieving  it  of  its  load,  and  in  an 
early  case  no  doubt  would  be  sufficient  to  afford  nature 


an  opportunity  to  restore  a  healthy  state  of  the  eoonomjr 
of  the  large  intestines.  The  dianhoea  produoed  in 
Jenning8*s  case,  was  apparently  of  yellow  bile,  such 
being  the  colour  of  the  motions,  and  this  seems  gene- 
rally the  colour  which  the  subsequent  diarrhoea,  under 
the  influence  of  mercurials,  takes  on.  What  difference, 
then,  chemically  speaking,  exists  between  yellow  and 
dark-coloured  bile  ?  Secretion  of  dark  bile,  I  ftncy,  is 
produced  *in  cases  of  hepatitis,  by  purgative  doses  of 
mercurials.  About  the  same  time  as  these  cases  above 
narrated  took  place,  shewing  hypersemia  of  the  portal 
circalation,  other  slight  ones  happened  in  otlier  people^ 
as  biliousness  of  stomach,  where  colocynth  and  blna 
pill  or  calomel,  followed  by  sedlitz  or  salts,  effected 
cures.  The  causes  of  this 'general  indisposition  it 
would  be  almost  futile  to  endeavour  to  enter  upon ;  it 
might  be  put  down  to  increased  diet  of  meat  finom 
scarcity  of  vegetables  at  this  time  of  the  year ;  it  migiit 
be  horn  cold,  but  that  would  be  just  as  liable  to  affect 
any  other  system  of  organs,  without  a  predispositioD. 
Heat  is  out  of  the  question :  so  is  moisture,  as  the 
season  is  otherwise  distinguished,  being  very  dry. 

The  diet  is  inore  vegetable  in  this  country  in 
summer  and  autumn  than  in  winter  and  spring,  thougli 
abdominal  complaints  prevail  more  in  the  latter  period 
than  in  the  former,  while  in  England  the  prevalenoe 
occurs  in  the  autumn,  when  there  is  more  vegetable 
food.  In  this  country  exclusive  animal  diet  is  supposed 
to  be  the  internal  cause  of  these  complaints ;  in  England, 
a  supei abundance  of  vegetable  food. 

An  increased  vegetable  diet  would  tend  to  increase 
the  secretory  powers  of  the  intestinal  canal,  and  this- 
carried  to  excess  would  lead  to  such  an  amount  as^ 
easily  turn  into  inflammation  under  proper  exdting 
causes,  and  the  disease  wotild  be  active.  The  warmth 
and  dryness  of  the  air  here  would  keep  up  perspiratioii. 
in  ordinary  times,  whUe  the  coolness  and  moisture  of  Uiat 
of  Britain  would  tend  to  check  and  cause  revulsbn  of 
the  general  fluids  to  the  mucous  membranes  generafly 
of  the  body.  A  diminished  vegetable  diet  or  a  cones* 
pondingly  increased  animal  one,  would  demand  less  than 
ordinary  powers  from  the  mucous  membranes,  as  animaL 
and  albuminous  vegetable  food  likewise,  becomes  easfly 
absorbed  direct  from  the  stomach,  except  fat.  The 
intestines,  especially  the  large  ones,  would  have  less 
call  upon  them  to  furnish  secretion,  and  the  previoos 
afflux  of  blood  to  which  they  had  been  accustomed  in 
the  summer  and  autumn,  would  have  no  vent  on  the 
mucous  membrane,  the  volunie  of  the  portal  drcolaiion 
being  still  maintained.  The  same  under  the  use  of  an 
albuminous  diet.  The  portal  blood  would  thus  go  to 
the  liver,  not  much  changed,  as  organic  changes  take 
place  in  it  for  the  production  of  secretion,  and  would 
therefore  be  of  a  different  constitution  than  oth^wise, 
and  there  would  also  be  less  call  for  biliary  secretions; 
so  from  want  of  local  orgamc  activity  the  portal  circula- 
tion would  become  surcharged  with  undianged-  'venous 
blood,  less  adapted,  at  the  same  time,  for  the  purposes 
of  the  liver.  Its  effusion  through  the  thin  membtanes 
of  the  colon,  nature  may  take  as  one  way  Qf  relieviqg 
itself,  and  hence  the  dysentery  be  induced.    In  As- 
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.  former  state  of  disease  the  hjpersemia  would  be  actirei 
and  probably  more  arterial,  here  congestive  and  Tenons, 
.  M  the  natare  of  the  evacuated  blood  demonstrates. 

As  in  the  pure  cases  of  dysentery,  the  overcharged 
portal  circulation  finds  relief  by  the  direct  effusion  of 
its  contents,  and  that  taking  place  at  a  limited  and 
specified  extent  of  the  intestinal  canal,  so  engorgement 
of  the  liver  and  vessels  of  the  upper  primse  vise  would 
occur,  less  than  where  this  direct  uncomplicated  effusion 
did  not  take  place,  as  in  the  intermediate  cases  of 
Frivulf,  Heathfield,  and  Mrs.  W.  In  these  the  con- 
gestion  of  the  portal  vessels  seemed  more  general,  as 
there  was  evidentiy  a  tendency  to  disorder  of  the  upper 
primse  as  well  as  the  lower  bowels.  The  implication 
of  the  former  being  further  shown  by  the  earlier  and 
deeper  white  coating  imparted  to  the  tongue,  irrespec- 
tive of  the  symptoms*  The  tongue,  in  this  pure 
dysentery,  does  not  seem  to  become  affected  till  later  in 
the  disease,  continuing  tolerably  clean  at  the  commence- 
ment, and  then  results  from  the  effects  of  local  inflam- 
mation taking  place  In  the  colon,  (md  the  subsequent 
disorder  of  the  whole  primse  vise.  This  condition  of 
the  tongue  in  the  former  cases  may  be  conjectured  to 
result  from  an  arrest  of  the  shedding  and  reproduction 
of  the  ^ithelial  lining  of  its  mucous  membrane,  an 
event  common  to  it,  and  that  of  the  stomach,  &c.  The 
old  epithelium  remains  attached,  none  being  fresh 
formed  underneath,  which  would  also  occur  amongst 
the  numerous  mucous  glands  of  similar  localities,  hence 
checked  secretion  and  congestive  states  of  the  capillaries 
of  the  mucous  membranes  are  coincident.  The  removal 
of  such  a  state  of  matters  would  be  the  restoration  of 
secretion  and  of  the  current  of  blood  to  a  healthy 
activity. 


ON   SAVINE. 
By   EDWARD    CQPEMAN,    M.D. 

rSTIICXiJI  TO  TH  HOftWICK  nosriTAL. 
JUt4  at  tkt  Jngutt  wuttinff  qf  tMe  NomUh  Pathohgicml  Soeirfy. 

The  late  trial  of  Mr.  Pascoe,  a  memb^  of  the 
medical  profession,  for  the  crime  of  procuring  abortion, 
excited,  as  you  all  know,  considerable  interest,  and,  for 
a  time,  no  littie  sympathy,  on  the  part  of  his  profes- 
sional brethren.  It  has  been  since  but  too  surely 
proved  that,  whatever  might  at  first  have  been  the 
opinion  as  to  the  justice  of  the  sentence,  his  crime  was 
of  a  deep  dye,  and  deserved  the  punishment  awarded. 
But  the  medical  evidence  on  which  he  seemed  to  have 
been  condemned  is  still  open  to  criticism,  and  it  is  with 
the  belief  that  practical  good  may  result  from  a  con- 
sideration of  the  principal  point  involved  in  it, — ^namely, 
the  propriety,  or  otherwise,  of  employing  savine  as  a 
legitimate  medicinal  agent,  that  I  now  venture  to 
occupy  a  few  minutes  of70ur  time  with  the  subject. 
I  do  not  remember  the  exact  statements  made  at  the 
trial  by  the  medical  witness;  but  the  purport  of  his 
evidence  was  to  impress  upon  the  Jury  that  savine  waa 
now  never  given  by  medical  practitioners  for  truly 


medical  purposes ;  that  it  was  a  dangerous  medicine; 
and  that,  when  used,  it  was  in  all  probability  employed 
with  some  sinister  intent.  It,  therefore,  becomes  a 
proper  medico-legal  question  whether  or  not  savine  can 
and  ought  to  be  employed  as  a  medical  agent ;  for  the 
evidence  I  have  referred  to  was  listened  to  by  the  Judge, 
and  probably  believed  by  most  of  those  who  heard  it; 
and  it  is  important  that  no  wrong  impression  on  the 
matter  should  rest  on  the  minds  of  Judges  and  Juries 
in  Juiure  investigations  of  the  kind. 

Savine  is  an  evergreen  shrub,  belonging  to  the  natural 
family  conifera;  and  its  Active  qualities  appear  to 
reside  chiefly  in  an  essential  oil  of  much  the  same  con- 
stitution as  oil  of  turpentine.  All  authorities  represent 
it  as  a  drug  possessing  considerable  power  upon  the 
uterine  organs ;  but  some  describe  it  as  an  exceedingly 
useful  and  efficient  emmenagogue,  whilst  others  speak 
of  it  as  a  dangerous  and  poisonous  medicine.  *'  Savine 
and  its  essential  oil  are  emmenagogues ;  the  fresh  plant  is 
too  frequentiy  employed  by  the  peasantry  as  an  aborti- 
facient,  but  cannot  be  employed  for  tliis  purpose  with- 
out seriously  endangering  the  life  of  the  mother." 
(Phillip's  Translation,  Pharm.  Lond.,  1851.)—"  It  is, 
perhaps,  the  most  powerfxil  uterine  stimulant  of  the 
materia  medica,  and  is  occasionally  administered  in 
amenorrhcea,  though  always  requiring  the  utmost 
caution ,  lest  it  i nduce  inflammatory  action. ' '  (Brando's 
Manual  of  Pharmacy.) — **  Savine  is  a  powerful  stimu- 
lant to  the  uterine  organs,  and  is  employed  as. an 
emmenagogue  with  much  benefit  in  amenorrhoea  and 
chlorosis  depending  -on  torpor  or  deficient  action  of  tbe 
uterine  system.  In  consequence,  however,  of  iti 
poisonous  properties  it  should  be  used  with  caution  ; 
its  employment  is  contraindicated  where  there  is  tbe 
least  tendency  to  irritation  or  inflammation  of  the 
uterus  or  any  of  the  pelvic  viscera."  (Neligan  on 
Medicines.) — Nevin  and  Pereira  recommend  it  as  the 
most  effective  of  all  emmenagogues.  I  will  not,  how- 
ever, occupy  your  time  by  further  quotations,  but  pro- 
ceed tb  the  relation  of  my  own  recent  experience  of 
the  drug. 

Cabe  I. 

Amelia  Woods,  about  18  years  of  age,  was  admitted 
as  an  out^tient  at  the  hospital  on  the  4th  of  October, 
1851,  for  chlorosis  and  amenorrhoea;  of  a  pallid 
unhealthy  complexion,  weak  circulation,  and  inclined 
to  be  fat.  I  ordered  her  a  course  of  steel ;  but  as  her 
attendance  was  irregulai;^  and  she  seemed  to  derive  no 
benefit  from  the  treatment,  I  admitted  her  into  the 
house  on  tbe  13th  of  December,  and  gave  her  for  a 
time  steel  and  aloetic  medicines.  These  failing,  oo  the  * 
20th  of  Januai7>  1852,  I  ordered  a  mixture  composed 
of  01.  Sabinse,  gtts.  iv. ;  Mucil.  Acac.,  oz.  j, ;  Mist. 
Camph.,  oz.  iij.;  a  fourth  part  twice  a  day.  On  the 
24th  six  drops  of  the  oil  were  put  into  the  mixture  ;  on 
the  25th,  eight ;  and  on  the  30tb,  ten ;  which  dose- 
namely,  five  drops  daily — ^she  continued  to  take  until 
the  4th  of  February,  on  which  day  menstruation  com- 
menced and  lasted  four  days,  in  natural  quantity.  No 
uncomfortable  effect  from  the  medicine  was  ever  com- 
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plained    of.      She    was    discharged    cured,   and  ha« 
remained  well  up  to  the  present  time. 

Case  II. 

Ann  Raggj  a  stoat,  plethoric-looking  woman,  of,  I 
believe^  21  years  of  age,  who  had  never  menstruated 
but  4>nce,  was  admitted  by  my  colleague,  Mr.  Norgate, 
March  20,  1852,  for  an  ulcer  on  the  leg  of  some 
standing.  After  a  month's  treatment  the  vHcet  showed 
but  little  disposition  to  heal;  and  under  the  impression 
that  it  depended  upon  disorder  of  the  general  health, 
Mr.  Norgate  transferred  the  case  to  me. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  after  having  tried  steel  and 
aloetic  purgatives  meffectually,  I  prescribed  Ol.  Sabinse, 
i;tt8.  viij;  Mndl.  Acac.,  oz.  j. ;  Mist.  Camph.,  oz.  iij. 
M.  Capt.  quartam  part,  bis  die.  On  the  3rd  of  May 
twelve  drops  were  put  into  the  mixture ;  on  the  8th, 
aixteen;  10th,  twenty;  15th,  twenty-four;  19th, 
twenty-eight;  20th,  thirty;  24th,  thirty-four ;  '29th, 
forty;  viz.,  ten  drops  twice  a  day. .  I  began  to  despair 
of  its  doing  any  good,  and  thought  of  discharging  her; 
but  as  her  health  had  in  no  way  suffered,  and  her  leg 
was  somewhat  improved,  I  ordered,  on  the  1st  of  June, 
forty-four  drops ;  on  the  7th,  forty-eight ;  on  the  10th, 
"ilfty-two  ;  viz.,  thirteen  drops  twice  a  day;  and  on  the 
11th  the  nurse  told  me  the  catamenia  had  appeared 
that  morning.  She  was  unwell,  in  a  natural  way,  fts  to 
duration  and  quantity,  and  was  soon  after  discharged 
cured,  the  ulcer  being,  I  believe,  also  healed.  This 
woman  had  the  appearance  of  full  health,  cheeks  full 
of  colour,  and  body  generally  in  good,  plight.;  but  she 
Buffered  not  the  slightest  ill  effect,  or  indeed  any  appre- 
ciable effect,  save  that  of  the  occurrence  of  menstrua- 
tion, from  the  savine  even  in  doses  much  larger  than 
were  stated  at  Mr.  Pascoe's  trial  to  be  dangerous  to  life. 

Cass   III. 

Sarah  Ann  Fisher,  aged  15  years.  Admitted  an 
out-patient,  March  20,  1852,  complaining  of  palpita- 
tion and  general  weakness,  with  anaemic  bruit,  and 
amenorrhoea.  General  appearance  that  of  anaemia, 
with  inclination  to  fatness,  with  languid  circulation  and 
costive  bowels.  Ordered  aperients  and  compound 
steel  pills. 

April  14th.— No  better.  Capt.  Mist.  Pern.  c.  Omitt. 
Pil. 

28th. — Has  complained  of  headache  since  taking  the 
,  mixture.     Mbt.  Ammon.  Gent.     Omitt.  Mist.  Ferri. 

May  5th. — Still  no  improvement,  and  I  -advised  her 
to  get  an  in-door  recommendation,  giving  her,  mean- 
while. Decoct.  Cinch,  instead  of  other  medicine. 

22nd. — She  was  this  day  received  into  the  hospital, 
and  menstruation  took  place  a  day  or  two  afterwards. 
I  gave  her  no  medicine  until  June  1st,  and  then  only 
some  aether  and  gentian  for  her  stomach,  intending  to 
wait  to  see  what  would  take  place  when  she  ought  next 
to  be  unwell.  She  suffered  less  from  palpitation,  and 
seemed  in  better  health. 

June  7th. — She  complained  of  uneasiness  in  her 
bead  and  stomach,  and  of  feeling  very  weak.    The 


bowels  were  also  very  costive.— R.  FiL  CoL  BJwi, 
Haust.  Mag.  Sulph.    Steel  pills. 

25th.— Much  the  same.— R.  FH.  AL  Hhei,  Deooct. 
Cinch. 

28th.— Pain  in  the  back  to  day,  but  has  not  yet  been 

unwell.     Hip  bath. 

30th.— Same  state.— Ordered  croton  oil,  and  Mtst. 
Ferri  Comp.  instead  of  pHls. 

July  15th.— As  menstruation  had  not  yet  taken  place, 
I  began  the  01.  Sabinae,  in  doses  of  a  drop,  twice  a 
day.  On  the  17th  the  dose  was  increased  to  two  drops, 
on  the  19th  to  three,  on  the  20th  to  four,  on  the  22nd 
to  five.  CompUins  of  weakness,  but  less  of  pain  in 
the  head  and  stomach,  and  says  her  general  health  is 
much  better.  On  the  25th  she  took  six  drops,  bis  die. 
On  the  28th  she  took  seven  drops.  In  the  night  she 
had  pun  in  the  body,  and  seemed  not  so  well,  but  I 
think  it  was  occasioned  by  some  opening  medicine  taken 
the  day  before,  which  had  acted  rather  powerfully.  On 
the  31st  she  took  eight  drops  twice  a  day,  on  the  2nd 
of  August  nine  drops ;  says  she  feels  rather  sick  after 
taking  it.  Not  thinking,  however,  firom  the  absence 
of  pain  in  the  stomach,  that  her  sickness  was  produced 
by  the  savine,  I  continued  it,  giving  her  on  tiie  9tli 
twelve  drops  twice  a  day,  but  on  the  1  Ith  she  told  me 
she  felt  sick  after  every  dose,  and  looked  more  out  of 
health,  so  I  thought  it  right  to  discontinue  the  medicine 
for  a  time,  and  made  her  an  out-patient,  no  effect 
upon  the  uterus  having  been  obtained  from  the  use  oC 
the  savine  in  this  instance. 

In  the  hospital  I  have  employed  savine  only  in  these 
three  cases  at  present,  but  they  are  sufficient  to  prove 
two  important  facts  respecting  the  6rng,—fir8i,  that  it 
may  be  given  with  perfect  safety  in  laiger  doses  than 
those  given  in  Mr.  Pascoe's  case  ;*  and  secondiy,  that, 
as  it  succeeded  in  two  out  of  the  three  cases,  it  omffki 
to  be  employed  in  obstinate  cases  of  amenorrhoes, 
especially  when  other  more  usual  methods  of  treatment 
have  failed. 


MY    JNTOTE    BOGE:. 

(No.  I.) 

By   henry  JOHNSON,   M.D.,   Edix., 

■B»IOK  rSYSICIAir  TO  THB  liLlOr  XSnBKAKT. 


SiLicious  DsposxT  ur  thb  Uunb,  sufposbd  to  bs 

FB.0M  THB  UsB  OF  NbW  SpONQB. 

Silicic  acid  is  a  well-known  constituent  of  natursl 
urine,t  and  of  urinary  calculi  ;t  and  it  is  always  found 
in  urinary  concretions  derived  from  brutes,  according 
to  Wurser  and  Iiapaigne.§  But  although,  on  the 
authority  of  these  names,  the  occurrence  of  silex  in 
urinary  deposits  and  concretions  may  be  doemed  possible, 


*  Mr.  Fmcm  gaTe  four  drgpt  and  a  half  Uuee  tiiiiei  a  imf. 
t  Strzelius.  t  Bayer  and  Dr.  TeUowbj. 

i  Urinary  Deposits,  by  Dr.  G.  Bird,  p.  913.    1844. 
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this  event  la  at  any  rate  extremely  rare,  and,  unless  under 
peculiar  circamstanceSi  would  be  ascribed  to  accident, 
&aud,  or  mistake.  I  have,  however,  seen  it,  where 
the  parties  were  fSar  alSoTe  all  suspicion  of  any  intention 
to  deceive,  and  where  the  patient  was  too  young  and 
girlish  to  be  the  subject  of  that  morbid  pruritua^ 
which  probably  leads  to  the  voluntary  introduction  of 
foreign  substances  per  vaginam. 

As  every  case  is  of  importance  which  proves  a  fact, 
or  points  out  an  obvious  source  of  error,  I  think  the 
following  history  is  worth  recording : — 

In  1850  I  was  desired  to  examine  a  small  portion  of 
white  powder,  which  'I  understood  was  a  deposit 
from  urine ;  it  had  all  the  chemical  characters  of  nleXf 
and  scratched  glass  with  facility.  I  was  informed,  that 
notwithstanding  every  precaution  having  been  taken  to 
•void  error,  more  or  less  of  this  powder  had  been 
found  at  the  bottom  of  the  utensil  for  about  a  fortnight. 
I  afterwards  saw  the  patient.  She  was  1 1  years  old, 
of  spare  habit,  -but  tall  for  her  age,  and  by  no  means 
strong.  She  was  subject  to  sickness  and  anorexia ;  the 
bowels  were  torpid;  the  tongue  was  not  clean;  the 
catamenia  had  never  appeared.  At  the  time  of  my 
seeing  her  the  silicious  deposit  had  ceased.  The  urine 
was  pale,  had  a  specific  gravity,  verging  from  1011  to 
1031,  there  was  a  light  mucous  cloud  in  it,  and  it 
contained  some  prismatic  crystals  of  triple  phosphate, 
and  on  another  occasion  urate  of  ammonia  and  a  large 
quantity  of  urea.  The  most  distressing  symptom  was 
A  constant  desire  to  pass  water,  by  day  and  by  night,  so 
that  she  could  #ot  rest,  and  if  the  desire  was  not 
speedily  gratified,  the  urine  escaped  involuntarily. 

There  appeared  to  be  no  organic  disease  present  in 
this  case,  and  the  patient  ultimately  got  well  without 
any  remarkable  symptom,  or  treatment.  I  feel  quite 
satisfied  that  there  was  here  no  endeavour  to  impose 
upon  her  medical  attendants,  either  on  the  part  of  the 
patient  or  her  friends.  The  silicious  deposit  I  have  no 
doubt  arose  from  the  use  of  a  new  sponge,  A  silicious 
powder  (quartz)  is  always  found  in  sponge  wnen  new, 
and  I  have  since  seen  a  large  quantity  of  this  sort  of 
dust,  which  had  fallen  out  upon  the  shelf  in  a  chemist's 
shop  where  these  articles  were  kept.  It  is  nearly  pure 
sUex,  because  sponges  are  prepared  for  sale  by  being 
soaked  in  dilute  muriatic  acid,  which  removes  calcareous 
particles,  and  leaves  such  as  are  silicious. 


J^nifM  J^tpxb. 
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CASE  ADMITTED  UNDER  THE  CARE  OF  P.  MARTIN  DUNCAN, 
M3.,  LOND^  F.G.S..  FHTSICIAN  TO  THE  HOSPITAL. 

Disease  of  the  Kidneys,  accompanied  by  Severe  Cerebral 
Disturbance:  Cure, 
A.  P.,  a  man  about  46  years  of  age,  of  sober  habits, 
had  had  good  health  until  September,  1851,  when  he 


began  to  suffer  from  wandering  pains  in  his  limbs^ 
from  loss  of  appetite,  and  general  malaise.  During 
the  course  of  a  week  or  two  he  began  to  lose  flesh, 
became  pale,  and  suddenly  lost  the  power  of  motion  in 
the  right  arm  and  leg.  The  sensation  in  these  extremi- 
ties remained  intact,  and  in  a  day  or  two  the  mouth 
was  drawn  to  the  right.  Headache  then  supervened, 
but  gradually,  under  the  judicious  treatment  of  Mr. 
Pete,  of  Manningtree,  this  symptom  lost  its  intensity^ 
the  paralysis  slowly  disappeared,  and  by  Christmas  he 
was  able  to  walk;  and  soon  after  to  return  to  his 
avocations. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1852,  he  was  admitted  into 
the  Essex  and  Colchester  Hospital,  under  my  caJe,  with 
amaurosis  of  three  days'  standing.  He  informed  me 
that  early  in  March  he  began  to  lose  flesh,  to  become 
pale,  to  lose  his  appetite,  and  to  have  some  difficulty  in 
walking  in  the  evening,  on  account  of  slight  oedema 
round  the  ankles.  About  a  week  ago  his  face,  became 
puffy,  and  his  eyelids  particularly  so.  His  sight  on  the 
26th  began  to  fail  him^  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
27th  he  found  himself  perfectly  blind. 

Present  »te/e.— April  29th.— A  P.  is  a  middle-sized 
well-made  man,  rather  exsanguine  and  flabby  in  his 
muscular  development ;  has  perfect  power  of  locomo- 
tion J  has  a  tolerable  mental  capacity,  but  is  perfectiy 
amaurotic.  There  is  oedema  of  the  eyelidfl,  conjunc- 
tivae, face,  scrotum,  penis,  and  infierior  extremities. 
The  irides  are  perfectly  paralysed,  no  stimulus  affects 
them ;  no  light  is  distinguished  through  the  greatly- 
dilated  pupils.  He  does  not  squint;  there  is  no  cataract, 
glaucoma,  or  evidence  of  any  kind  of  organic  disease  in 
the  eyes.  He  has  no  headache,  and  had  none  before 
his  sight  failed  him|  neither  has  he  any  subjective 
vision.  Hearing,  taste,  smell,  and  general  sensation, 
are  intact,  and  he  disclaims  loss  of  memory  and  mental 
inaptitude  of  any  kind.  There  is  no  unusual  heat  of 
scalp;  the  general  surface,  however,  is  rather  harsh.  The 
tongue  is  flabby,  and  rather  foul ;  appetite  gone;  thirst 
slight.  The  lungs  present  nothing  abnormal.  The 
heart  and  liver,  after  careful  examination,  appear 
healthy.  There  are  no  enlarged  superficial  v^s  over 
the  abdomen,  which,  although  somewhat  large,  still 
appears  to  be  simply  cedematous  in  its  parietes.  He 
has  no  fulness  over  the  renal  regions,  and  has  not,  nor 
has  he  ever  had,  pain  there.  Percussion  and  careful 
manipulation  fail  to  discover  enlargement  of  either 
kidney.  He  has  never  suffered  from  vomiting,  or  from 
pain  along  the  course  of  the  ureters.  He  says  that 
his  urine  has  never  been  scanty  nor  high  coloured,  but 
that,  as  a  rule, -it  b  plentiful,  and  pale.  The  bowels 
are  rather  constipated ;  pulse  112,  with  a  singular  jerk  ; 
urine  just  passed— specific  gravity  1012,  acid ;  smoky- 
looking  sediment;  supernatant  fluid  dear,  and  straw- 
coloured;  nitric  acid  rendered  the  urine  slightly  turbid  : 
heat  more  so ;  a  magnifying  power  of  200  diameters 
discovered  many  blood-corpuscles ;  numerous  fibrinous 
casts  of  the  tubuli  uriniferi,  some  of  which  were 
transparent,  and  others  rendered  more  or  less  opaque 
by  the  adhesion  of  blood-cells  and  epithelium ;  a  few 
epithelium  cells  and  crystals  of  uric  acid. 
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Having  agun  carefiiUy  inquired  into  the  patient's 
previous  history,  and  having  satufied  myself  that  he  had 
aever  had  ague  or  purpura,  that  the  kidney  symptoms 
kid  never  been  sufSciently  prominent  to  annoy  him, 
tbat  he  had  no  tinnitus  aurium  or  pain  in  the  head,  I 
«letermined  that  a  subacute  nephritis  was  the  origin  of 
the  head  symptoms.  The  drain  of  albumen,  and  Ihe 
amount  of  blood  daily  passed  with  the  urine,  naturally 
induced  a  depraved  condition  of  the  circulating  fkvAdf 
and  gave  rise  to  dropsy.  There  was  no  heart  disease ; 
there  were  no  evidences  of  meningeal  or  cerebral  inflam- 
mation. The  idea  of  there  being  effusion  in  the  van- 
triclea,  yor  at  the  base  of  the  brain,  could  not  be 
flapported  by  the  symptoms  noticed  above.  My 
impression  was,  that  owing  to  the  influence  of  deterio- 
ifited  blood  upon  certain  parts  of  the  brain  in  the 
tisnal  nutritive  processes,  their  functions  were  not 
carried  out.  Why  the  nervous  energy  of  the  irides 
and  optic  nerves,  and  their  expansion,  should  alone 
suffer,  it  is  hard  to  say ;  as  is  also  the  reason  why  there 
was  no  strabismus  or  paralysis  of  nerves  whoso  origin 
«r  course  is  near  to  that  of  those  affected. 

The  man's  pallor,  and  jerking  pulse,  indicated  a 
considerable  amount  of  bloodlessness,  and  rather  in- 
clined one  to  the  belief  that  the  nephritis  was  to^be 
checked  by  the  reverse  of  antiphlogistic  remedies.  The 
amall  quantity  of  epithelium  found  in  the  nriaa 
determined  that  the  attack  was  not  of  long  standingv' 
and  the  absence  of  fat  globiries  contraindicated  the 
notion  of  the  incurability  of  the  disease;  but  the 
peculiar  casts  of  the  tubes,  with  epithelium  attached  to 
them,  proved  that  more  than  passive  haematuiia  was  to 
be  feared. 

At  first  the  swollen  condition  of  the  eyelids  and 
conjunctiva  struck  me,  and  an  idea  suggested  itself,  that 
cffnaion  in  the  orbit  might,  by  its  pressure,  produce  the 
amaurosis,  but  there  was  no  prominence  of  the'eyeballs, 
and  their  muscles  were  not  paralysed.  The  prognosis 
was  fiivourable.  The  skin  around  the  eyelids  was 
punctured.  Middle  diet  was  ordered,  and  the  follow- 
ing prescription : — ^R.  Tinct.  Ferri  Sesquichlor.,  m.  xv. ; 
Mist.  Camph.  oz.  iss.,  fiat  haustus  quartis  horis  sumend. 

April  30th. — (Edema  of  the  face  very  considerable ; 
amaurosis  perfect;  no  headache;  no  sleep;  much- 
aerum  has  flowed  from  the  punctures  ;  pulse  112,  jerk- 
ing.—- Repeat  the  punctures  and  medicine. 

May  1st. — ^The  punctures  have  given  exit  to  much 
aenim;  conjunctivae  not  so  puffy;  irides  motionless; 
bowels  open  yesterday;  has  not  slept  since  his  admis- 
sion ;  the  little  heat  of  scalp  formerly  noticed  hat 
gone;  urine  more  plentiful,  specific  gravity  1012, 
smoky,  contained  many  blood-globules,  casts,  and 
nnmerous  fragments  of  epithelium  cells;  the  braih 
symptoms  are  stationary,  but  there  is  evidently  a  change 
for  the  better  in  the  renal  symptoms ;  the  desquamation 
from  the  tubuli  uriniferi,  (as  evinced  by  the  quantity  of 
fragments  of  epithelium  in  the  urine,)  which  invariably 
succeeds  to  the  acuter  stages  of  any  inflammatory 
action  in  the  kidneys,  has  commenced. 

2nd.— He  is  better  to  day;  oedema  less,  and  he 
can  just  distinguish  light  from   darkness;  the  iridea 


contract  slightly  on  the  sudden  application  of  ligbt. 
He  slept  last  night.  The  urine  is  plentlfnl,  Toy 
cloudy,  and  contains  a  great  deal  of  epithelium,  bat 
few  blood  corpuscles,  and  is  only  slightly  albuminoiis. 
Pulse  112;  tongue  deaner;  urine — specific  gravity 
1012.— Pergat. 

3rd.— Has  had  pain  in  the  loins  during  the 
night;  urine  scanty  and  high  coloured,  and  hig;hly 
lithic ;  oedema  nearly  gone.  He  can  distinguish  figures 
when  close  to  him ;  pulse  96 ;  bowels  open. 

X  consider  that  the  alteration  in  the  renal  symptoms 
was  due  to  the  sudden  congestion  of  the  kidneja,  ^ 
might  have  iU  origin  in  the  reparative  process, 
quent  upon  the  desquamation  of  the  epithelium  odls, 
in  the  attempt  to  perfect  a  new  series.  The  brain 
symptoms  appeared  somewhat  better. — Pergat.  Dry 
cup  him  over  the  loins. 

4th.-^During  the  night,  without  any  previoos 
headache  or  unconsciousness,  the  left  side  of  his  face 
became  paralysed;  sensation  still  remains.  He  com- 
plains of  acute  pain  along  the  course  of  the  finmtal 
nerve  of  the  left  side.  He  sees  better,  there  is  no 
strabismus ;  the  tongue  is  protruded  in  a  right  line  > 
there  is  no  deafiiess  nor  pain  on  pressing  along  the 
course  of  the  left  portio  dura.  He  had  no  deep  last 
night;  urine  clearer;  bowels  open  once  yesterday; 
pulse  112.  Deeming  the  paralysis  and  pain  to  be 
caused  by  the  same  influences  as  those  which  caused  the 
amaurosis,  I  continued  the  iron,  and  to  relieve  the  pain, 
ordered  leeches  to  the  left  forehead. — Evaung.  Sees 
better;  paralysis  much  the  same;  motion  of  extremitiei 
perfect ;  pain  relieved  by  the  leeches. 

5th. — Amaurosis  nearly  gone ;  oedema  perfectly 
so ;  the  irides  act  naturally;  the  paralysis  still  remains ; 
the  urine  is  free  from  blood  corpuscles  and  contains  a 
few  epithelium  ceUs  and  casts. — Pergat. 

6th. — Much  the  same.      - 

7th.— The  paralysis  is  certainly  leas;  frontal  pam 
gone;  urine  plentiful — 1018.  contains  firagments  of 
epithelium  cells,  but  neither  blood  corpuscles  nor  casd; 
pallor  of  face  considerable ;  appetite  improved. 

11th. — ^The  mouth  is  scarcely  at  all  drawn  to  the 
right;  he  can  shut  bis  left  eye  well,  in  fact  the  paralysis 
is  rapidly  disappearing,  whilst  his  colour  is  returning; 
his  appetite  and  strength  are  improving;  urine  normaL 
—Pergat. 

He  progressed  for  three  weeks,  became  strong,  got  his 
colour  again,  and  was  discharged  in  the  last  week  of 
June,  cured. 

In  this  case  the  treatment  was  confined  to  the  exhi- 
bition of  a  remedy,  which  is  bdieved  to  have  a  legenaa- 
ting  influence  upon  the  blood  corpuscles  primarily,  and 
upon  the  liquor  sanguinis,  secondarily;  it  is  evideot 
that  had  the  diagnosis  been  incorrect,  that  had  the 
amaurosis  and  paralysis  depended  upon  any  ^tbsr  eame 
than  tiiat  I  have  suggested,  this  constant  supply  of  iies 
to  the  blood,  would  have  been  exceedingly  pemldous, 
indeed  quite  as  much  so,  as  would  have  been  the 
exhibition  of  mercurials  or  antiphlogistics  of  any  kind 
after  the  real  nature  of  the  dase  had  become  evident. 
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The  concarrence  of  the  xenal  and  cerebral  symptomi 
""was  singular.  When  the  urine  became  freer  from 
\  blood  corpuscles  and  casts,  the  amaurosis  gradually 
decreased,  when  an  attack  of  congestion  of  the  kidneys 
8Uperv6nedj  facial  paralysis  occurred,  and  ¥rith  the 
return  of  the  urine  to  its  normal  state,  gradually 
▼anished.  We  must  admit  that  idiosyncrasy  must  have 
had  much  to  do  with  the  fEUsility  with  which  our  patient's 
brain  became  affected,  for  it  is  by  no  means  common  to 
find  such  severe  brain  symptoms  with  the  eurlier  stages 
of  a  sub-acute  nephritis.  The  possibility  of  paralysis 
oocorring  without  actual  cerebral  lesion,  or  pressure, 
<fr  solution  of'continuity  at  some  point  in  the  course  of 
the  nerve  in  &ult,  is  a  matter  of  experience.  A  man, 
Bacon  by  name,  came  into  the  hospital  under  my  care, 
with  the  lower  extremities  cedematous,  the  urine  highly 
albuminious,  and  containing  fatty  epithelium,  and 
became  suddenly  paralysed  in  the  left  arm  and  leg; 
sensation  remained.  The  face  was  not  affected.  I  ex- 
ffinined  him  carefully  several  times  during  the  day  ;  the 
loss  of  power  over  the  limbs  was  perfect.  In  fifty-six 
liours  he  had  recovered  the  power  of  movement  to  a 
<!ertain  extent.  He  died  firom  pericarditis  some  few 
^ays  after  the  paralysis  had  left  him.  I  examined  the 
brain  and  upper  part  of  the  spinal  cord  most  carefully, 
without  finding  the  least  evidence  of  there  being,  or 
"having  been,  sufficient  disease  to  explain  the  occurrence 
t>f  so  considerable  a  paralysis.  Tlie  corpora  striata  and 
grey  substance  generally,  were  paler  than  usual.  The 
kidneys  were  for  advanced  in  Bright*s  disease.  W^ 
constantly  see  th^  functions  of  the  superficies  of  the 
brain  partly  arrested  or  perverted,  by  the  action  of 
blood  poisons,  and  the  two  cases  I  have  recorded  appear 
to  demonstrate  that  other  parts  of  the  brain  are  within 
the  influence  of  morbid  matters  in  the  circulating  fluid. 
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Cancer  qf  the  Lumbar   Glands,  fatal  apparently  by 
Pressure   upon    the     Thoracic   Duct, — By    Dr. 

RUSSBLL. 

Thomas  Flbtchbb,  aged  46,  brass-worker,  married, 
died  to-day,  May  23,  1852.  He  has  been  under 
uy  care  at  the  dispensary  since,  and  for  a  considerable 
time  previously  under  Mr.  Welch.  He  had  no  symp- 
toms clearly  defining  his  disease;  what  symptoms  he 
presented  admitted  of  being  referred  to  mere  indiges- 
tion«  except  for  tUBhr  persistence,  and  from  their  being 
anited  with  slowly-progressive  emaciation.  He  had 
pain  in  the  epigastrium,  particularly  by  food ;  sometimes 
nausea,  seldom  vomiting.      The  pain  did  not  persist, 

*  CoDtiancd  from  page  6Sl. 


and  only  a  state  of  uneasiness  at  tha  stomach,  with 
debility  and  emaciation,  remained.  He  presented  no 
other  marked  symptoms,  but  gradually  declined.  He 
bocame  greatly  emaciated,  and  died. 
.  May  23rd.— His  wife  inibrms  me  that  he  has  had 
these  symptoms  for  several  years;  he  has  been  ema- 
ciating for  at  least  six  years,  and  has  been  subject  to 
severe  gastralgia  for  ten.  He  has  never  had  much 
appetite  in  the  morning ;  but  he  has  always  been  in  the 
habit  of  getting  an  appetite  by  working  in  the  garden, 
not  going  to  work  till  ten.  He  was  at  one  time  a  very 
stout  well-made  man.  He  has  been  always  temperate 
in  his  habits.  During  my  attendance  he  had  frequently 
very  obstinate  constipation.  He  had  also  some  ooughj 
with  tenacious  expectoration. 

SectiO'CadaveriSi  forty-eight  hours  qfter  death,'-' 
Some  rather  recent  lymph  upon  the  right  lung.  The 
apex  of  the  left  lung  was  more  dense  than  natural ;  its 
general  appearance  was  natural,  excepting  that  it  was 
riddled  by  small  branching  cavities,  which  gave  it  a 
worm-eaten  aspect;  there  was  no  appearance  6i  the 
deposit  of  any  flesh  material  in  the  tissue;  through- 
out the  Inngs  were  many  small  firm  masses  of  a 
white  colour,  which,  when  pressed,  exuded  a  matter 
like  thick  lyniph  ;  the  general  tissue  of  the  InngB 
wee  healthy;  but  from  the  secretion  there  flowed 
anfiabundance  of  dirty  serum.  The  right  lung  was 
much  in  the  same  state  as  the  left ;  at  the  apex  the 
tissue  was  softening.  There  was  no  sign  of  a  tnberde 
in  any  part.  The  other  organs  were  perfectly  healthy, 
excepting  the  lumbar  glands ;  these  were  much  enlarged, 
and  formed  firm  tumours,  adhering  to  one  another 
merely  by  cellular  tissue,  upon  the  vertebral  column.  , 
Some  were  intimately  connected  with  the  pancreas; 
and  they  formed  a  series  of  nodules  around  the  aorta, 
lying  between  it  and  the  vena  cava,  which  the^  ^ 
partially  surrounded^  but  were  not  sufficiently  ad- 
herent to  compress  either  vessel ;  the  primary  branches 
of  the  aorta  were  also  surrounded  by  them ;  the  largest 
collection  formed  by  them  ran  along  the  left  side  of 
the  aorta  down  to  its  bifurcation^  in  one  dense  large 
mass.  The  mesenteric  glands  were  healthy.  The  spleen 
contained  a  number  of  firm,  smldl,  white  bodies,  about 
the  size  of  a  millet  seed. 

Cfimstrietion  of  the  Rectum  by  extensive  thickening  qf 
the  Submucous  Celluiar  Tissue,  andh^Uratkmmio 
the  smroumding  paris,^-'Bj  Dr.  Russell. 

Mr.  Owen,  aged  about  64,  brush-maker  On  the 
12th  of  February,  1852,  I  was  called  to  meet  Mr. 
Simons  to  visit  this  patient.  Mr.  Simons  had  been  in 
attendance  upon  him  about  tikree  weeks.  He  first  sent 
for  him  complaining  of  diarrhoea,  with  straining  and 
bearing-down;  but  after  a  day  or  two  Mr.  Simons 
found,  by  directing  his  stools  to  be  saved,  that  in  eight 
or  teu  stools  he  passcJd  scarce  any  amount  of  foeces. 
The  irritation  in  the  rectum  continued  very  urgent  and 
troublesome.  The  patient  absolutely  reftised  to  permit 
any  examination  of  the  rectum,  nor  would  he  allow  of 
an  enema.  Mr.  Simons  was,  therefore,  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  opening  the  bowels  by  medicine,  and  of 
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Tbe  mtdkinM,  bawercr,  aded  Toy 
impmUtdf,  Mad  the  ^ttiieat'*  ftreogtli  wtemad  nnking. 
One  daj  be  qnte  abnned  Mr.  Simons  by  Iiis  ooQapted 
state.  I  found  lum  somewliat  easier;  there  was  no 
s%n  of  ferar,  or  of  say  disessp.  He  wss  a  ^are*  wiry 
■MBy  with  a  ntbcr  florid  complexion.  vHe  woald  not 
admit  of  any  examination  of  die  reetwn.  With  much 
difficulty  I  indooed  him  to  soiEer  an  enema.  This  was 
thrown  np  ffiectnally,  and  was  repeated ;  and  on  tbe 
next  day  but  one  I  was  shown  a  pot  nearly  filled  with 
foetid  stoolf  containing  abnndant  scybalous  lamps.  I 
kam  from  Mr.  Simons  thst  the  relief  was  temporaiy* 
that  the  enema  required  frequent  repetition,  aod  the 
distress  in  the  rectum  continued.  A  constricted  state 
of  tbe  rectum  was  dis^prered  by  the  finger  passed  into 
the  gut.  Hie  boweU  acted  erery  third  day ;  a  consider- 
able  qoaoUty  of  fcecal  matter  being  passed  in  very  long 
masses,  about  the  thickness  of  a  tobacco-pipe.  He 
had  discharges  of  mucus  from  the  rectum,  frequently 
Toluntary,  to  the  amount  of  perhaps  two  table-spoonfuls 
three  times  a  day.  He  sank  Tery  gradually,  became 
extremely  emaciated,  and  died  June  2 let.  Before  his 
Illness  began  he  suffered  from  constipation  for  about 
eight  or  ten  months;  nerer  prominently.  He  nerer 
complained  of  uneasiness  until  the  period  of  his  illness* 
He  never  had  piles.  When  I  saw  him  he  would  not 
admit  that  he  had  been  constipated  at  all. 

SeeiiO'eatUtverit, -^  Body  much  emaciated.  The 
abdomen  only  was  examined,  and  all  its  contents  were 
quite  healthy,  excepting  the  rectum.  The  intestines 
haring  been  remored,  the  sigmoid  flexure  and  the  com- 
mencement of  the  rectum  was  seen  to  be  drawn  firmly 
into  a  dose  S-like  fold,  lying  upon  the  promontory  of  the 
sacrum.  Tbe  rectum  was  vemofed  from  the  body.  It 
presented 'externally  its  usual  appearance,  but  felt 
exceedingly  dense  and  firm  when  pressed  by  the  finger. 
All  the  surrounding  cellular  tissue  below  the  pelvic 
fascife  was  densely  infiltrated,  so  as  to  form  a  hard  mass, 
closely  surrounding  the  rectum.  The  vesiculse  seminales 
lay  in  front  of  this  mass;  the  right  one  partly  covered, 
and  compressed  by  infiltration  into  its  surrounding 
tissue.  Tbe  ureters  were  free  firom  it.  This  firm  mass 
had  not  compressed  tbe  rectum  beyond  its  ordinary 
capacity,  when  not  distended,  below  the  reflection  of 
the  pelvic  fascia;  but  at  this  point  the  thickened  fascia 
compressed  the  mtestine,  forming  a  oonstriction  which 
would  only  aUow  of  the  passage  of  the  little  finger. 
The  infiltration  had  extended  up  the  meso-rectum, 
greatly  thickening  and  contracting  that  fold,  binding 
the  intestine  closely  to  the  sacrum,  and  by  its  contrac- 
tion producing  the  double  fold  mentioned  above.  The 
small  fatty  appendages  of  the  rectum  were  very  firm, 
but  presented  their  usual  appearances.  Tlie  sub- 
mucous cellular  tissue  of  the  rectum  was  greatly 
thickened ;  it  presented  a  semi-transparent  aspect,  and 
just  the  appearance  of  the  non-malignant  stricture  of 
the  pylorus ;  just  above  the  anus  it  was  more  than  half 
an  inch  thick.  In  ascending  hence  the  thickness 
gradually  and  uniformly  lessened,  and  ceased  altogether 
at  about  the  commencement  of  the  rectum.  Tlie  thick- 
ness of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  the  infiltrated  state 


of  the  snnomding  parts,  waspcifeeCly  uifona  cBtmHj, 
wifthont  any  of  the  nodular  condition  of  cancer  or  any 
of  its  iiv^gularity.  The  muooos  membiane  wasnatnal, 
exoqitthat  it  was  bound  down  by  the  thirkening  of  the* 
submnoous  cellular  tissue ;  its  natnral  size  remained, 
being  rendered  permanent  by  the  infiUntioo.  The 
gbndnlar  apparatus  of  the  abdomen  was  pcrfeeily 
healthy. 

A  veiy  BemarkMe  Ccte  qf  Fatsl  Hmmipifm  qfBi§ii 
Wttbf  duraium,  produced  tfparemily  ^  Bieedhg 
into  a  DiUUtd  Broneim,  wUck  comtmmed  m  Lmye 
Pubmmary  Caieultu.  The  Ltatg  gate  wag,  mi 
emued  Pnewmoikorar. — ^By  Dr.  Busssix. 

Mary  Simons,  agpd  il,  married.  I  first  visited  her 
on  SiBiturday,  March  20th,  1852.  She  has  been  under 
Mr.  Welch  since,  with  very  severe  haemoptysis.  The 
haemoptysis  began  quite  suddenly,  just  a  fortnight 
before  my  visit  on  the  Saturday  evening.  She  had  not 
been  well  during  th^  day,  but  had  been  unusually 
exerting  herself  in  cleaning.  She  went  out  of  the 
house  in  a  fit  of  coughing,  and  brought  up  a  large 
quantity  of  pure  blood.  During  Mr.  Fletcher's  at- 
tendance  the  expectoration  of  blood  continued,  generally 
tinged  with  mucus ;  he  saw  a  pot  filled  in  great  part 
with  pure  fluid  blood.  She  had  had  sn  attack  of 
haemoptysis  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  ago,  whilst  in 
America,  but  I  could  not  learn  anything  of  importance 
respecting  it.  She  had  always  been  delicate,  and  sub* 
ject  to  sickness.  Her  diet  of  necessity  was  of  the  very 
plainest  material.  She  had  not  menstruated  for  two 
years.  She  wss  a  pasty-looking  woman;  her  fomily 
consumptive.  Unfortunately  I  did  not  preserve  notes 
of  her  case.  At  my  visit  I  examined  her  chest;  I 
could  not  trace  any  signs  of  .disease  in  her  lungs,  nor 
could  I  discover  from  what  part  the  blood  was  expec- 
torated. The  quantity  of  expectoration  had  at  that 
time  diminished  ;  but  to  the  period  of  her  deadi  (Msy 
8th) ,  it  never  ceased.  Daring  the  first  ten  days  it  faecsme 
less,  but  then  suddenly  increased  to  an  alarming  extent 
on  March  30th,  and  during  two  days  she  esqieetontod 
several  pots  nearly  filled  with  mucus,  intermixed  with 
a  large  quantity  of  dark  blood.  The  quantity  again 
lessened,  but  in  a  few  days  agahi  renewed  itself,  and 
she  did  not  again  leave  her  bed.  Excepting  in  tiie 
instances  of  the  copious  expectoration  of  blood  and 
mucus  the  expectoration  was  peculiar,  consisting  of 
mucus  intimately  mixed  with  dark  blood,  and  donly 
resembling  treacle,  only  that  it  was  more  viscid.  A. 
small  spitting-cup  was  generally  filled  by  the 
during  the  course  of  the  day.  During  the  last 
its  quantity  much  diminished,  and  the  colour 
much  paler;  and  the  last  two  days  the 
described  as  being  like  cheese,  and  very 
The  general  symptoms  were  those  of  hemoniiage^  bat 
with  a  good  deal  of  what  appeared  Wt»  hysteria.  Her 
stomach  was  exceedingly  initable,  so  that  she  took 
scarcely  any  food,  and  rqeeted  her  medscine.  Tli» 
retchmg  often  occurred  without  any  provocative,  and 
Increased  tbe  expectoration  considerably.    Twiee 
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^irritability  of  stomach  followed  the  use  of  the  acetate 
of  lead,  which  also  produced  very  troublesome  consti- 
t>ation — ^a  state  which  created  much  diflSculty  in  the 
treatment.  During  the  last  ten  days  she  suffered  much 
from  severe  pain  in  the  right  shoulder,  and  upwards^ 
over  the  entire  right  chest,  which  was  partially  relieved 
by  a  blister.  I  could  not  ascertain  the  state  of  her 
€hest  by  examination  for  some  time  after  her  state 
assumed  so  serious  an  aspect,  on  account  of  the  violent 
retching  and  eructation  excited  the  moment  she  sat  up. 
At  one  examination,  a  day  or  two  after  her  first  relapse, 
I  still  found  the  breathing  natural  on  both  sides  ;  but 
within  three  ^weeks  of  her  death,  I  found  entire  absence 
of  breathing  in  the  front  of  the  right  side ;  and  at  the 
only  effectual  examination  of  the  posterior  region 
behind  also,  in  the  left  the  breathing  was  puerile.  She 
never  suffered  much  from  cough.  Her  death  was  rather 
sudden  on  May  8th.  She  had  a  complete  hsemorrhagic 
aspect.    Urine  was  free  from  albumen. 

SeetiO'Cadaveria  9uvty  hours  qfter  death, — Cheat: 
The  only  part  examined,  except  the  stomach,  which 
was  pale,  but  otherwise  healthy.  Left  lung  perfectly 
healthy ;  it  had  extended  itself  behind  the  sternum,  as 
had  been  indicated  during  Kfe;  it  was  perfectly  free 
from  tubercle.  Some  diffiuent  gruel-like  mucus  oozed 
from  the  small  tubes,  and  was  also  found  in  some 
quantity  in  the  large  tubes.  The  right  lung  was  col- 
lapsed upon  the  spine.  The  chest  was  less  than  half 
filled  with  sanious  purulent  fluid,  resembling  raspberry 
cream.  The  pleurae  were  coated  with  a  thick  false 
membrane,  removed  with  much  difficulty,  leaving  the 
pleura  quite  clear  and  shining;  its  deep  layer  was 
fiemi-transparent,  the  superficial  layer  white  and  opaque, 
^id  had  more  of  the  character  of  having  been  deposited 
from  the  fluid  poured  into  the  chest.  There  was  H 
•difficulty  in  removing  the  lung  enture ;  it  had  no  adhe- 
sions of  any  resisting  power;  and  after  it  had  been 
removed  we  found  in  the  chest  masses  of  what  seemed 
Boft  friable  fibrin,  of  the  colour  of  the  fluid  in  which 
they  were  immersed.  In  front  of  the  lung,  near  the 
base  of  the  middle  lobe,  there  was  a  fissure  near  an  inch 
in  length,  and  when  the  finger  was  introduced  into  this 
fissure,  it  came  in  contact  with  a  rough  stone-like  body, 
lying  near  the  root  of  the  lung.  This  we  found  to  be 
a  hard  body  of  exceedingly  irregular  figure,  rather  more 
than  half  an  inch  in  its  long  diameter  (7/12^^);  its 
8ur&oe  very  rough;  it  was  hollow,  and  as  if  worm- 
eaten;  its  appearance  was  between  that  of  a  piece  of 
necrosed  bone  and  a  piece  of  mortar,  very  light.  It 
lay  in  a  cavity  connected  with  one  of  the  primary 
enbdiviaions  of  the  right  bronchus,  and  was  embedded 
in  pulmonary  tissue,  just  at  the  root  of  the  lung.  The 
bconchuj  ended  abruptly  at  this  cavity,  and  its  carti- 
laginous rings,  ragged  and  uneven,  projected  mto  it, 
as  though  divided  at  the  spot.  The  cavity  was  empty 
of  fluid,  nor  could  I  detect  any  communication  between 
it  and  a  blood-vessel ;  the  pulmonary  artery  lay  close 
behind  it,  and  one  small  branch  given  off  from  the 
artery  was  separated  from  the  cavity  by  so  delicate  a 
membrane  that  the  end  of  a  probe  could  be  seen 
through  it  quite  distinctly.     In  another  of  the  primary 


subdivisions  of  the  same  bronchus,  was  a  second  concre- 
tion, exactly  like  the  last,  only  smaller ;  it  quite  filled 
up  the  cavity  of  the  tube,  which  was  a  little  dilated  at 
the  spot,  but  the  walls  of  the  tube  wete  entire.  The 
concretion  was  situated  at  about  two  inches  from  the 
origin  of  the  tube.  A  third  concretion  was  embedded 
in  the  pulmonary  tissue,  without  havmg  any  communi- 
cation with  a  bronchial  tube;  it  lay  close  to  the  last- 
mentioned  calculus,  but  differed  from  it  in  being  moist 
and  soft,  therein  resembling  mortar.  The  pulmonary 
tissue  was  healthy  ;  it  did  not  contain  a  single  tubercle. 
The  lung  did  not  admit  of  being  inflated,  and  a  slice 
from  it  sank  in  water. 
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This  Branch  held  its  preliminary  meeting  at  37, 
Great  Queen  Street,  Lincoln's  Iim  Fields,  November  26, 
1852,  Dr.  Forbes  in  the  chair.  Among  the  members 
present  were — Dr.  Take,  Chiswick;  Dr.  Cormacky 
Putney ;  Dr.  Ogier  Ward,  Kensington ;  Dr.  ConoUy, 
Hanwell;  H.  Hanks,  Esq.,  Albert  Square;  6.  Bury, 
Esq.,  Whetstone;  C.  T.  Carter,  Esq.,  Hadley  ;  B.  W. 
Richardson,  Esq.,  Mortlake;  Dr.  Howard,  Weymouth 
Street;  E.  Ray,  Esq.,  Dulwich;  J.  B.  Brown,  Esq., 
Connaught  Square;  J.  Propert,  Esq.,  6,  New  Cavendish 
Street;  Thomas  Hunt,  Esq.,  23,  Alfred  Place,  Bedford 
Square;  Henry  Thompson,  Esq.,  M.B.,  16,  Wimpole 
Street,  Cavendish  Square,  &c.,  &c. 

Dr,  Forbes  having  opened  the  proceedings,  called 
upon  Dr.  Ogier  Ward,  who  was  appointed  Secretary 
pro  tern,,  to  explain  the  objects  of  the  meeting. 

The  Secretary  then  stated,  that  a  closer  union  of 
the  members  of  the  Association,  residing  in  and  around 
London,  having  always  appeared  to  him  to  be  desirable 
for  the  welfare  of  the  Association,  he  had  adopted,  with 
alacrity,  the  suggestion  of  forming  a  branch  for  this 
purpose,  and  having  communicated  with  Sir  Charles 
Hastings  and  Mr.  Sheppard,  he  was  happy  to  find  that 
the  proposal  met  with  their  fullest  sanction  and  appro- 
bation ;  he  therefore  had  addressed  circulars  to  all  the 
members  residing  in  Middlesex'  and  the  immediate 
vicinity* of  London,  and  had  received  so  many  replies 
in  favour  of  the  plan,  that  he  had  been  induced  to 
persevere,  and  had  requested  the  attendance  and  co- 
operation of  the  members  on  the  present  occasion. 
The  Secretary  added,  that  he  had  observed  with  much 
interest  the  formation  of  medico-ethical  associations  in 
various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  the  establishment 
of  a  similar  society  in  connection  with  this  Branch,  was 
one  of  the  objects  he  hoped  to  see  carried  out  at  no 
distant  period. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  carried  unani- 
mously : — 

'*  That  the  members  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association  now  present  do,  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  Association,  form  themselves  into 
a  district  branch,  under  the  name  of  the  Metropolitan 
Counties  Branch,  and  that  the  limits  of  this  Branch  do 
comprise  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  such  parts  of 
Essex,  Kent,  Surrey,  and  the  adjoining  counties,  as  are 
not  included  in  any  existing  branch.' 
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la  pfoporaig  this  nwlalkm,  Dr.  Cobmack  men. 
teied  that  be  bad  foffwaided  to  the  Ccnttfel  Connca,  for 
•dmitriim,  the  nMnes  of  above  azty  gentlemen  who  were 
anxious  to  join  the  Association,  and  he  believed  that 
many  other  members  had  met  with  great  snooess  in 
their  attempts  to  benefit  the  Awodation,  by  increasing 
the  number  of  its  memben. 

The  "Roles  for  District  Branches"  having  been 
read,  and  some  modifications  introduced  into  them, 
it  was  resolved,— 

"  Tbsi  the  nUes  just  read  for  the  district  branches, 
with  the  modificatbos  introduced  in  conformity  with 
the  laws  of  the  General  Association,  be  adopted,  and 
submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Central  Council." 

The  next  proposition,  for  the  ad  inierim  management 
of  the  Branch  was  to  the  following  effect, — 

'*  That  a  Provisional  Committee  of  six  me^ibers,  and 
the  Secretary,  be  appointed  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  this 
Branch  till  the  general  meeting.*' 

In  discussing  this  resolution,  a  question  arose, — 
whether  the  members  of  another  branch  present  at 
this  meeting,  were  entitled  to  vote  on  the  proceedings, 
or  whether  they  must  disconnect  themselves  from  the 
braoch  to  which  they  have  been  hitherto  attached, — in 
short,  whether  a  member  can  belong  to  several  branches 
at  the  same  time.  This  point  was  referred  to  the 
Central  Council  for  its  decision. 

A  Provisional  Committee  of  the  following  six  gentle- 
men, with  the  Secretary,  was  then  appointed : — ^Dr. 
Forbes,  Dr.  Sibson,  Dr.  Cormack,  B.  W.  Richardson, 
Esq.,  J.  Propert,  Esq.,  J.  Bowling,  Esq. 

The  first  general  meeting  of  the  Branch  was  then 
fixed  to  be  held  not  Uter  than  Tuesday,  January  II th, 
1853,  at  a  place,  and  time,  to  be  settled  by  the 
Committee,  and  the  meeting  then  separated,  after  a 
.  hearty  and  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  the  FVesidcnt, 
Dr.  Forbes. 

The  alterations  in  the  *'  Rules  for  District  Branches" 
;  referred  to,  are  the  following  :— 

3rd  Rule.  After  majority,  insert  "  preKnt," 

4th.  "  An"  honorary  secretary,  and  "  not  Im  than 
sir,  nor  more  ihmflftem"  members  in  addition,  &c. 

5th.  After  held  *'at  least  once"— and,  at  such  phu:e 
as  "a  general  meeting  of  the"  members ;  also,  and 
'*  that  extraordinary  meetings  may  at  any  time*  be  called 
by  the  Council  of  the  branch  by  a  notice  published  in 
the  Journal  ten  days  before  such  meeting." 

8th.  Add,  *<and  that  not  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  Council  be  re-elected." 

9th.  That  the  members  dine  together  at  the  annual 
meeting. 
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The  opening  meeting  of  the  third  session  which, 
was  very  fully  attended,  was  held  at  the  Jiouse  of  the 
Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society  on  the  evening 
of  Monday,  the  Ist  instant,  when  a  very  eloquent 
address  wss  delivered  by  Dr.  Babington,  the  President 
of  the  Society,  concluding  with  an  account  of  the  pro- 


gress of  the  varions  Conaaittees  of  the  Society  m  tte 
investigation  of  the  sobjects  respectively  cntnisted  ti» 
them.  As  bat  a  fsint  idea  of  Dr.  Babington's  admir* 
able  address  could  be  formed  from  a  mere  abstract  of 
its  contents,  we%hatt,  on  a  future  occasion,  present  it 
entire  to  our  readers. 

Dr.  BABi2f  GToir  next  read  a  paper  by  Dr.  Swau;  v 
"  On  an  Epidemic  '  Snetto  Miliaue/  in  the  Herault,"  of 
which  the  following  is  an  abstract. : — 

Dr.  Swaine  begins  by  defining  '  suette  miliaire,  as  an 
epidemic  fever  of  a  remittent  type  and  a  typhoid  fona, 
attended  by  profuse  sweating,  and  for  the  most  part 
with  an  extensiye  eruption  of  miliary  vesicles. 

Dr.  S.  stated  that  he  believed  that  the  disease  in  its 
present  form  had  been  known  on  the  Continent  before 
the  commencement  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and 
accurately  described  by  Bellot  during  the  fomth  deooi- 
nium  of  last  century.  It  had  recurred  from  time  to 
time  in  various  parts  of  France,  always  selecting  daa^i, 
poverty-stricken  and  ill-drained  localities  for  its  visita- 
tion. In  1821,  the  centre  of  France  became  a  prey  to 
its  ravages.;  and  that  patient  and  acute  observer,  M» 
Raye^  was  then  commissioned  by  his  Grovemment  to 
investigate  and  report  upon  the  disease.  This  report 
was  most  comprehensive,  and  most  welcome.  Unfor- 
tunately, however,  it  appeared  under  the  banner  of 
Broussais-isme,  which  deprives  it  of  a  portion  of  its 
value  at  the  present  day.  It  was  not  until  1851  that 
the  Hdrault  became  visited  by  this  pestilenoe.  It  first 
broke  out  in  a  village  situate  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill, 
sheltered  by  mountains  more  or  less  elevated  from  all 
but  the  south  wind,  which  reaches  it  with  the  malaria 
of  a  marsh  district  on  its  wings,  llie  village  is  diity 
and  viciously  drained,  the  refuse  of  many  small  distil- 
leries contributing  to  its  insalubrity.  The  inhabitaiitB 
sre  poor  and  prejudiced.  Here  the  disease  apaeaiad 
'spontaneously  in  the  early  spring.  Many  were  attacked, 
and  a  few  died.  To  the  end  of  this  village  rises  a  loh/ 
voloanic  pbteau,  twelve  miles  long  and  two  broad.  Over 
this  range  the  disease  seemed  to  make  a  leap,  attaddag 
secondly  with  great  and  deadly  violence  a  village  lying 
at  the  other  end  of  the  plateau. 

Although  without  any  regular  order  in  its  march,  the 
epidemic  afterwards  attacked  in  succession  all  the  vil- 
lages and  towns  situated  around  the  base  of  the  said 
plateau  (les  causses),  and  in  fiict  seemed  to  confine 
itself  almost  entirely  to  one  hydrographic  basin,  the  bed. 
of  the  river  Herault,  and  of  certain  of  its  tributaries. 

No  £Bu:ts  are  recorded  which  render  it  very  probable 
that  the  disease  is  propagated  by  contagion.  It  Is, 
however,  stated  that  it  sometimes  passed  frt>m  village 
to  village  in  the  teeth  of  the  prevailing  winds.  T%e 
people,  however,  and  even  the  rural  practitioiiers, 
mostly  believed  in  contagion ;  and  it  required  notliiiig 
less  than  a  scenic  display  on  the  part  of  a  GovcnsasBC 
Commissioner  to  reassure  the  panic-stricken  inhabitaats 
of  the  afiected  district  on  this  point 

The  etiology  of  the  disease  remains  obscure.  A  specific 
telluric  influence  must  be  supposed  to  be  superadded  to 
the  general  miasmatic  tendency  of  the  sflbcted 
munes.  The  epidemic  generally  sets  in  in  early  i 
when  the  peasantry,  male  and  female,  are  engaged  ia 
laborious  field-work  under  a  broiling  sun,  and  oOea 
with  a  piercing  wind  blowing  upon  tb^  firom  the  nam 
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movmtaiiiB  of  tho  Cerenuflfc ;  whilst  the  sweating  method 
of  treatment  is  at  all  times,  and  for  the  cure  of  nearly 
nil  diseases,  carried  to  its  utmost  limits.  The  nature 
of  the  disease  is,  if  possible,  still  more  obscure.  French 
physicians  have  uniformly  applied  the  pathological  theo- 
ries current  in  their  own  day  to  the  explanation  of  this 
disease.  Dr.  Swalne  felt  more  inclined  to  adopt  Front's 
▼iewof  analogous  fevers  attended  with  profuse  sweating, 
namely,  that  an  ezcessire  quantity  of  lactic  acid  is 
generated  within  the  system  and  excreted  by  diaphoiMs. 
The  almost  ezclusively  vegetable  and  mild  diet  of  tiie 
peasantry  in  the  H^rault  seems  to  Dr.  S.  to  favour  this 
assumption,  and  he  thinks  that  in  the  so-termed  malig- 
nant  cases,  the  excess  of  lactic  add  in  the  circulation 
may  be  so  great  as  to  overwhelm  the  nervous  centres. 

An  account  is  then  given  of  the  disease  itself^  which 
diiSers  from  other  typhoid  fevers  chiefly  in  this,  that  an 
enormous  amount  of  sour  fluid  is  poured  off  from  the 
ikin,  and  that  in  many  instances — not  in  all — a  miliary 
eruption  appears  after  a  few  days  of  these  profbse 
sweats.  It  is  important,  however,  to  observe,  that 
neither  the  fever  nor  the  course  of  the  disease  is  at  all 
modified  by  this  efflorescence. 

The  distinction  of  two  forms  of  the  disease  seems  to 
Dr.  S.  simply  convenient,  but  not  founded  in  any  real 
difference,  exo^t  in  degree.  Mild  cases  f  the  disease 
often  become  suddenly  and  very  unexpectedly  malig- 
nant, and  the  patient  dies  comatose  or  convulsed,  in 
tpite  of  every  variety  of  treatment. 

Other  cases  show  this  intensity  from  the  first,  and  a 
few  days,  or  even  hours,  decides  them  in  a  fatal  sense. 
PotUtnoriem  examinations  throw  no  light  upon  these 
cases  beyond  establishing  plethora  of  the  venous  sys- 
tern,  and  a  generally  diffluent  and  black  condition  of 
the  blood.  ' 

In  1821  Rayer  and  others  practised  the  antiphlogistic 
treatment  to  its  fuU  extent.  At  tiie  present  day  im- 
mense doses  of  quinine  are  given,— krger  in  proportion 
as  the  disease  is  mtense.  The  proportion  of  deaths 
seems  to  be  pretty  equal  under  these  two  opposite 
_  poles  of  indication,  and  it  is  hard  to  suppress  a  smile  at 
the  zeal  and  confidence  with  which  such  different 
'  methods  are  advocated  by  their  respective  adherents. 

Of  die  statistics  of  the  H^rault  epidemic  litUe  is  as 
yet  known. 

Dr.  S.  concludes  his  paper  with  a  brief  parallel 
between  the  suette  miliaire  of  this  and  the  last  century 
and  the  English  sweating  sickness  of  the  middle  ages. 

Dr.  S.  dissented  from  the  opinion  of  Hecker,  who 
regards  the  two  diseases  as  essentially  different,  and 
himself  considers  that  there  is  enough  analogy  between 
the  two  to  justify  us  in  classifying  them  together, 
admitting  only  that  greater  degree  of  intensity  in  the 
earlier  disease,  which  might  well  be  accounted  for  by 
the  differential  character  of  the  two  races,  of  their 
Tespective  habits  and  customs,  and  especially  by  the 
different  age  of  civilization  xmder  which  the  English 
'  sweating  siclcness  occurred. 

s 

The  address  of  the  President,  and  other  preliminary 
bunness  connected  with  the  Society,  witii  the  reading 
of  Dr.  Swaine's  most  interesting  paper,  having  occu- 
pied the  meeting  until  a  quarter-past  ten  o'clock,  no  time 
was  left  for  discnsdon  on  the  paper,  and  the  proceed- 


ings of  the  evening  were  concluded  by  the  Frksidbnt* 
announcing  that  a  paper  "  On  the  influence  of  noxious 
effluvia  as  to  the  origin  and  propagation  of  Epidemic 
Diseases,"  by  R.  D.  Grainger,  Esq.,  would  be  read  at 
the  meeting  in  December. 


(Tnrrfjpiiitetttf* 


THE   MEDICAL   BILL. 

To  ike  Bdiior  qf  iht  Provincial  Mtdieal  and  Surgical 
Joumai^  I 

Sir, — According  to  the  wording  of  the  24th  clause 
'of  the  amended  Draft,  it  appears  to  me  that  unregistered 
practitioners  will  be  able  to  find  a  loop  hole  for  illegal* 
practice.  It  there  says : — *'  That  if  any  person  after 
the^^lst  day  of  February,  1854,  act  or  practise  as  a 
physician,  surgeon,  apothecary,  or  licentiate  in  medicine^, 
in  any  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  without  being  duly 
registered  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,"  &c.» 
&c.,  "he  shall,  on  conviction  before  any  magistrate, 
having  jurisdiction  in  the  county,  city,  or  place  whero 
the  offence  was  committed,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not 
exceeding  £bf  nor  less  than  forty  shillings,"  &c.  &c. 
J  beg  to  suggest,  that  instead  of  the  words — "  act  or 
practise  as  physician,  surgeon,  apothecary,  or  licen-- 
tiate  in  medicine,"  the  words — "practise  medicine,"' 
be  used,  and  for  the  following  reasons :— 1st.  In  the- 
interpretation  clause  the  word  **  medicine"  is  intended 
to  signify  '*  medicine,  surgery,  midmfery,  and  phar^ 
macy,"  so  that  all  persons  illegally  practising  any  of 
these,  will  be  brought  under  the  operation  of  the  act 
whatever  name  they  may  assume,  and  without  the 
necessity  of  specifying  the  particular  brandi  in  which 
they  practise.  2ndly.  No  definition  of  what  con- 
stitutes the  practising  as  "  physician,  surgeon,  apotfae* 
cary,  or  licentiate  in  medicine,"  is  given  in  the  Dcaftf 
consequently  it  might  be  open  to  doubt  whether  persons 
practising  under  other  titles,  (homoeopath,  hydropath, 
thermopath,  Coffinite,  Tbomsonite,  accoucheur,  midwife, 
bonesetter,  et  Hoc  genug  omne,)  or  even  those  using  no- 
designation  at  all,  could  be  brought  under  the  opera- 
tion of  ihe  26th  clause,  if  defended  by  an  acute  counsel,, 
or  the  case  were  heard  before  an*  unwilling  magistrate;, 
and  that  there  are  many  such,  we  know  too  well,  as  our 
magistrates  are  derived  from  those  classes  which  are  the 
great  supporters  of  quackery.  The  substitution  of  the 
word  *'  medicine,"  in  addition  to  being  much  more 
simple  and  comprehensive  would  do  away  with  the 
necessity  of  defining  in  courts  of  justice,  what  consti^- 
tutes  practising  as  physician,  surgeon,  &c.,  a  difficulty 
which  you  are  aware  for  many  years  frustrated  the- 
operation  of  the  penalty  clause  in  the  Apothecaries'  Act. 
I  trust,  however,  that  the  wording  of  the  proposed  act 
will  be  such  as  not  to  admit  of  evasion  or  equivocation. 
It  will  be  perceived  also  that  the  30th  clause  could  be 
easily  evaded  by  unregistered  practitioners.  Thousands 
of  persons  practise  medicine  who  do  not  use  the  *'name 
or  title  of  physician,  doctor,  bachelor  of  medicine,  sur- 
geon, or  apothecary,"  and  upon  such  persons  thia 
danse  would  be  inoperative,  and  while,  as  before  re- 
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toMotkfid,  tbe  same  persons,  by  calling  themselyes  by 
other  oamesy  or  usiDg  no  deslgtation  at  all,  might 
erade  tbe  operation  of  the  26th  clause.  Any  legal 
gentleman  who  oonid  ''  split'a  hair/'  would  promise 
his  client  a  verdict  "on  this  nice  point,*'  and  make  it 
**  perfectly  dear  "  to  the  country  magistrate. 

I  object  also  to  the  use  of  the  word  apothecary,  which 
appears  to  be  unnecessarily  introdoced.  "Apotheea- 
ries  "  being  registered  as  "  surgeons  "  by  the  proposed 
Act,  a  name  wonld  be  perpetuated  which  in  a  few  years 
would  be  quite  obsolete  among  the  prolbasion  and  the 
public,  or,  at  aU  events,  it  would  resume  its  original 
ngnification,  and  be  confounded  with  tlw  functfams  of 
the  **  pharmaceutical  chemist,"  whicV  it  is  well  to  avoid, 
and  which  may  be  avoided,  since  the  word  medicine  is 
intended  to  indude  ''  medicine  and  pharmacy."  There 
are  many  quacks  of  large  practice  who  wonld  not  be 
deterred  by  anything  contained  in  the  proposed  Act. 
Forty  shillings  and  not  exeeeding  five  pounds  is  a 
penalty  which  would  have  no  influence  in  deterrihg  men 
who  have  set  at  naught  far  mord  stringent  provisions  in 
the  Apothecaries'  Act.  They  would  consider  their 
immunity  cheaply  purchased  at  a  dozen  such  penalties 
per  annum;,  particularly  when  their  enforcement  is 
«ntirdy  left  to  the  public  spirit  of  medical  practitioners, 
neighbours  ol  the  delinquents,  a  most  unenviable  duty, 
which  very  few  would  be  found  to  perform,  and  none 
without  incurring  much  personal  sacrifice,  aud  que»> 
tionable  notoriety.  Of  course,  under  these  circum- 
stances the  quack  would  go  scathdess.  He  has  braved 
the  Apothecaries'  Act  with  impunity, — he  would  laugh 
at  the  tender  provisions  of  the  proposed  Act.  I  would 
suggest  that  a  public  prosecutor  be  appointed  under  the 
Act,  or  it  might  be  made  compulsory  on  the  Registrar 
or  Council  to  prosecute,  on  the  complaint  of  two  or 
three  registered  practitioners,  or  half  the  penalty  might 
be  given  to  common  informers.  Certainly  some  readier 
and  more  practicable  mode  must  be  adopted  than  that 
proposed.  One  penalty  per  annum  would  l>e  no 
punishment,  and  yet  it  does  not  say  that  it  may  be 
repeated.  I  have,  been  chiefly  impdled  to  urge  on  the 
Bill  Committee  the  reconsideration  of  the  clauses  I  have 
commented  on  from  the  fact  that  in  the  amended  Draft 
the  provident  clauses  are  omitted.  I  feel  exceedingly 
sorry  for  this  omission,  but  doubt  not  the  Committee 
have  been  influenced  to  it  only  after  valid  reasons  and 
mature  consideration.  A  vast  number  of  our  brethren 
are  struggling  with  poverty  palpable,  and  as  matters  at 
present  stand,  irremediable,  having  a  humiliating  influ- 
ence on  the  mind,  which  ill  becomes  educated  men, 
depreciating  them  in  the  eyes  of  the  public;  prostrating 
thdr  energies,  mental,  moral,  and  professional.  Many, 
deploring  the  circumstances  which  compel  them  to 
debase  a  noble  calling,  under  the  honourable  and  scien- 
tific pursuit  of  which  they  can  hardy  live,  feel  con- 
strained to  pursue  practices  to  which  **  their  poverty 
and  not  their  in'//  consents."  How  painful  to  see  every 
year  some  hundreds  of  young  men  highly  educated, 
and  with  noble  aspirations,  enter  our  ranks,  many  of 
whom,  we  feel  assured,  are  doomed  to  bitter  but 
undeserved,  I  had  almost  said  unavoidable,  disappoint- 
ment. This  ought  not^  to  be  so — it  need  not  be  so — if, 
as  in  the  legal  profession,  we  but  adopt  measures  for 
securing  our  rights  from  unlawful  invasion.     Instead  of 


being  proverbially  a  **  poor  profession,"  we  should  be  a 
wealthy  one,  and  have  little  necesdty  for  provident  and 
and  benevolent  institutions,  but  whidi,  when  required, 
woold  be  abundantly  and  cheerfully  supported.  At 
present  nothing  sfiows  our  poverty  more  plainly  than 
the  hd  that  the  demand  for  institutions  of  this  kind 
greatly  exceeds  our  ability  to  supply.  Tbe  few  that 
are  in  existence  bdng  inadequatdy  supported,  and  not 
subscribed  to  by  a  tenth  of  the  profession.  If  tbe 
n^pans  for  supplying  this  want  proposed  in  the  original 
Draft  be  withdrawn,  our  independence  can  only  be 
maintained  by  such  a  reconstruction  of  the  danses  to 
which  I  have  alluded  as  will  render  their  application 
easy,  and  their  evasion  impossible. 

I  cannot  dose  my  letter  without  offering  my  warmest 
and  most  heartfdt  thanks  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  BiH 
Committee,  whose  zed  and  energy  in  the  cause  I  hope 
may  be  crowned  with  success. 

F.R.C.S. 


THE  BRITISH  GRADUATES  AND  THE  PRO- 
POSED NEW  CHARTER  OF  THE  COLLEGE 
OF  PHYSICIANS. 

[We  have  recdved  the  foUowingcorcespondencefrom 

Dr.  Tonstall  for  publication : — ] 

Bath,  Queen's  Parade  Place, 
November,  1852. 

Dear  Sir,— The  Committee  of  British  Graduates 
appointed  at  the  general  meeting  held  at  Oxford  on  the 
22nd  July  last,  "  to  communicate  with  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  in  relation  to  the  proposed  new 
Charter,"  have  great  satisfaction  in  forwarding  you  a 
copy  of  a  commtmication,  recdved  from  Dr.  Hawkins, 
in  reply  to  a  letter  contaming  the  resolutions  unani- 
mously passed  at  the  meeting  at  Oxford. 

They  at  the  same  time  desire  to  offer  thdr  sincers 
congratulations  to  their  fellow  graduates  on  the  kind 
and  conciliatory  spirit  shown  to  their  suggestions  by 
the  College. 

It  is,  however,  absolutely  necessary  that  all  Britiih 
physicians  now  practising  in  England  and  Wdes  with- 
out the  diploma  of  the  College  should  heartily  unite  in 
strengthening  the  efforts  of  the  College  for  the  remis- 
sion of  the  stamp  duties. 

The  Committee  .earnestly  hope  that  you  will  assist 
them  m  their  efforts  to  aid  the  College  to  procure  a 
remission  of  *'  a  tax  which,  compared  itnik  other 
analogous  stamp  duties,  does  appear  to  be  ifii^rojMr- 
tionatety  heavy," 

To  do  this  effectually,  your  Committee  would  urge 
the  necessity  of  forming  branch  Committees  to  co- 
operate with  them.  First,  to  memorialize  the  College 
again  to  remonstrate  against  "  an  inmost  pressing  on  U 
so  heavily"  Secondly,  to  memorialize  Her  Majesty's 
Government  praying  for  the  remission  of  a  tax  whidi, 
in  a  great  degree,  tends  to  prevent  ^e  British  physician 
not  practising  in  London  from  becoming  a  member  of 
the  College ;  and  thirdly,  if  necessary,  to  petitfoii  the 
House  of  Commons  against  an  impost  which,  while  it 
adds  but  little  to  the  revenues  of  the  country,  presses 
severely  upon  a  class  of  men  ready  at  all  times  ia 
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luMpitali  and  digpensaries  to  devote  their  time  and 
talenti  gratoitoiuly  in  the  lemce  of  their  sick  and 
iflicted  fellow-sabjeots. 

In  oonduaion,  I  have  to.  inform  you  that  some 
neceasaiy  expenses  most  be  incurred  by  yonr  Oom- 
atfttee,  for  which  no  fands  are  aTailable;  I  am^  there- 
iMre»  directed  by  them  to  solicit  subscriptions,  so  that 
hf  the  earnest  oo-operation  of  the  provincial  physicians, 
the  College  may  be  enabled  to  procoro  a  Charter, 
which,  inflicting  no  injury  upon  any  class,  will  be  the 
means  of  uniting  us  all  in  one  Royal  Incorporation,  to 
tte  manifest  advantage  not  only  of  the  profession  but  of 
the  country  at  large. 

I  have  tiie  honour  to  be^  dear  Sir, 

Your  faithful  Servant, 

JAMES  TUNSTALL,  M.D.,  Ems,, . 

Honorary  Secretary. 


Royal  College  of  Physicians,  London, 
Nov.  11th,  1852. 
Sin,— I  am  directed  by  the  Charter  Committee  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  to  request  that  you 
would  communicate  to  tiie  British  Graduates  in  Medi- 
cine, who  held  a  meeting  at  Oxford  on  the  22nd  of 
July,  1852,  that  the  Committee  has  taken  the  earliest 
opportunity  which  offered  itself  after  the  recess,  of 
considering  the  resolution  passed  at  that  meeting,  a 
copy  of  which  you  have  been  good  enough  to  forward 
to  tiie  College;  and,  further,  tiiat  you  would  assure 
^eBritish  Graduates  that  it  is  highly  gratifying  to  tiie 
President  and  the  Committee,  as  it  wiU  be,  doubtiess, 
to  the  Fellows  at  krge,  to  learn  tiiat  the  provisions  of 
Ae  proposed  new  Charter  for  the  College,  were  tiiought 
by  the  meeting  to  be  extremely  liberal. 

With  respect  to  the  suggestions  contained  in  the 
Resolutions,  vii.— "  Whetiier  the  clause  relating  to  the 
fees  payable  upon  admission  to  membership  by  those 
who,  at  the  date  of  tiie  Charter,  are  Graduates  in 
Medicine  of  British  Universities,  be  not  open  for  recon- 
tideration,  with  the  view  of  reducing  the  amount  to  be 
paid  for  tiie  diploma  itself,  especiaUy  by  those  who 
have  long  practised  beyond  tiie  jurisdiction  of  the 
College;  and  of  endeavouring  to  exempt  all  candidates, 
being  Graduates  of  British  UniversiiSes,  from  payment 
of  ^16  stamp  duty,  they  having  already  paid  a  stamp 
duty  on  taking  tiieir  degree,"— the  Committee  deem  it 

right  to  offet  the  following  considerations : 

That  the  College  of  Physicians  has  public  offices  to 
discharge,  and  oaicers  to  remunerate,  towards  which  it 
noitiier  receives,  nor  ever  has  received,  any  payment  or 
pecuniary  assistance  whatsoever  from  Parliament  or  the 
Government. 

That  the  only  endowment  which  the  College  pos- 
sesses consists  of  bequests  from  some  of  its  former 
Felbws,  not  sufficient  for  its  ordinary  services  and  for 
keeping  the  building  in  ropair;  tiie  building  itself 
having  been  erected  chiefly  by  means  of  the  private 
Bubscriptions  of  some  of  the  former  and  of  the  present 
Pdlows. 

The  necessity,  therefore,  that  those  who  receive 
lioenses  from  the  college  should  contribute  towards  its 
rapport,  is  obvious;  and  it  may  be  stated  that  the  sum 
hitherto  payable  for  this  purpose  by  every  Licentiate 


has  been  somewhat  more  thsn  £40,  exchisivo  of  stamp 
duty.  This  sum  has  been  paid  although  the  license 
did  not  formerly  confer  the  same  eligibility  as  at  present 
to  the  Fellowship.  And  every  Licentiate  must  at  that 
time  have  paid,  in  addition,  flees  (and  probably  stamp 
duty),  to  some  umversity,  because  a  degree  was,  until 
lately,  an  indispensable  requisite  for  the  license. 

Even  the  Extra-licentiates,  who  practise  beyond  the 
proper  jurisdiction  of  tiie  College,  many  of  them  being^ 
Graduates  of  British  Universities,  have  each  contributed 
about  ;f  20  to  the  College. 

But  for  several  years  the  number  of  licenses  annually 
sought  and  paid  for  has  been  smaller  than  heretofore, 
because  many  physicians  have  been  waiting  in  expecta- 
tibn  that  a  new  Charter  would  be  granted  to  the  Col- 
lege. Whilst,  hi  the  mean  time,  the  College  has- 
already  incurred  considerable  expense,  and  must  incur 
expenses  to  a  much  Uu^er  amount,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
new  Charter  from  the  Crown,  and  an  Act  of  Parlia-^ 
ment,  without  which  the  Crown  has  not  the  power  to 
grant  a  Charter  to  the  College.  It  seems  but  fair  that 
these  expenses  should  be  defrayed  at  least  in  part  by 
those  who  are  to  obtain  by  means  of  this  Charter  both 
legal  rights  and  corporate  privileges. 

When  first  the  proposition  was  made  by  the  College 
to  receive  as  members,  under  a  new  Charter,  all  British 
Graduates  properly  qualified,  without  examination,  and 
aC  a  reduced  fee ;  that  fee  is  fixed  at  £25.  Readily,  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  Council  of  the  Provincial  Medical 
and  Surgicel  Association,  it  was  further  reduced  to 

The  Committee,  taking  all  the  circumstances  now 
stated  into  consideration,  would  not  feel  itself  justified|^ 
in  recommending  the  College  to  reduce  the  fee  stil 
turther. 

With  respect  to  the  exorbitant  stamp  duty  of  £15 
on  every  license,  and  £25  on  the  diploma  of  every 
Fellow,  the  College  is  not  assuredly  a  consenting  party  to 
an  impost  pressing  upon  it  so  heavily.  It  has  several 
times  remonstrated  against  it.  It  will  be  ready  to 
co-operate  heartily  with  the  British  Graduates- in  the 
endeavour  to  persuade  the  Legislature  to  remove  or 
lighten  a  tax  which,  compared  with  other  analogous- 
stamp  duties,  does  appear  to  be  disproportionately 
heavy.  Whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  the  conciliatory 
tone  of  the  resolution  encourages  the  Committee  to 
hope  that  the  College  will  meet  with  the  cordial 
co-operation  of  the  British  Graduates  in  the  attempt  to  * 
obtain  the  proposed  new  Charter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

FRANCIS  HAWKINS,  M.D., 
Registbar. 

To  James  Tunstall,  Esq.,  M.D.,  5cc.,  Batii. 


ON  THE  REPRESENTATION  IN  PARLIAMENT 
OF  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 


7b  the  Council  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Sttrgicai 
Association. 
Gentlbmbn, — Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a 
letter  which  was  published  in  the  Morning  Chronicle, 
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%a  Toflsdaj,  November  9th.  It  wu  written  by  Mr. 
Dickinson,  of  Klings  Weston,  in  this  county,  a  large 
landed  proprietor,  and  formerly  one  of  the  representatiyes 
of  the  western  division  of  the  county.  The  letter  refers 
to  the  four  vacant  seats  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
the  writer  proposes  that  they  shbuld  be  appropriated 
as  follows : — One  to  be  filled  by  a  representative  of 
the  University  of  London,  and  the  other  three  by  re« 
presentatives  elected  by  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession. There  is  an  increasing  feding  in  the  profession 
that  ic  ought  to  be  represented  in  Parliament,  and  the 
present  is  a  most  appropriate  time,  in  my  judgment, 
to  appeal  to  the  Government  and  to  the  House  of 
Commons  in  the  matter,  and  surely  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  through  its  Council, 
is  the  most  suitable  body  in  the  profession  to  take  the 
necessary  steps.  I  would  therefore  ask  your  earnest 
■and  early  attention  to  the  subject,  in  the  hope  that  you 
will  determine  to  aid  us  in  obtaining  what  seems  to  me 
to  be  justly  due  to  us  as  a  profession. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Respectfully  yours, 

F.  H.  WOODFORDE, 
Taunton,  November,  1852. 

P.S.  I  should  wish,  if  you  approve  it,  to  insert  this 
letter,  with  Dr.  D'^,  in  our  journal. 


"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Morning  Chronicle. 

'  *  Sir, — T  see  it  stated  in  your  paper  that  the  Graduates 
*of  the  University  of  London — I  wish  I  could  call  them 
ihe  Senates-are  about  to  renew  their  application  to 
Parliament  to  be  allowed  at  least  one  representative 
when  the  four  seats  now  vacant  are  disposed  of.  This 
request  is  reasonable,  and  modestly  put ;  in  my  opinion 
it  would  be  but  an  instalment  of  their  claims,  for  the 
State  ought  to  place  this  new  body  on  a  par  with  the 
•old  Universities  in  all  that  concerns  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  to  endow  it  with  revenues  considerably 
greater  than  the  richest  College  in  either  of  them. 

"  You  inserted  last  Spring  some  letters  of  mine  in 
which  I  advocated  the  assignment  of  two  seats  to  this 
University,  in  connection  with  a  large  plan  for  giving 
the  franchise  to  various  learned  professions,  with  a  view 
to  balance,  by  a  representation  of  intellect  and  educa- 
tion, the  representation  of  mere  numbers. 

"  I  think  this  plan  of  importance,  because  it  would 
render  household  suffrage  safe  and  wholesome  j  but  it 
does  not  do  in  this  country  to  propose  a  comprehensive 
plan,  which  malces  large  changes  necessary.  I  have 
made  a  mistake,  and  bow  to  the  wisdom  of  our  national 
habits,  which  prefer  an  experiment  on  a  small  scale 
firsts  such  as  we  can  extend  if  it  succeeds,  or  retreat 
from  if  it  fails. 

"  I  am  anxious,  therefore,  to  propose  that  one  seat 
should  be  allotted  to  the  University  of  London,  and 
three  to  the  medical  profession.  I  stated  at  length  in 
my  letter  of  May  19th  reasons  why  the  medical  profes- 
sion needs  representatives  of  its  own  in  Parliament,  and 
showed  that  it  was  likely  to  choose  Members  who  would 
know  the  wants  of  the  people,  and  yet  not  blindly  yield 
to  them ;  and  thus  act  with  true  humanity,  while  they 
would  have  a  care  for  the  interests  of  science,  which 
Parliament,  as  now  constituted,  is  but  too  apt  to  neglect. 


I  stated  also  the  mode  in  whidi  the  decticms  BUght  be 
managed,  which  I  will  recapitulate. 

"  There  must  be  a  register  of  medical  men  practisiiig 
as  physicians,  8uigeon»,  vd  apothecaries  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  It  would  undergo  an  annual  scrutiny;  and 
I  conclude  that  the  profession  might  be  trusted  to  isa 
that  the  names  of  those  who  had  given  up  pnctioe  « 
were  dead,  were  expunged,  and  the  medical  men  them- 
selves to  make  their  claims,  and  see  that  their  residenofli 
are  correctly  stated.  The  *  Medical  Register '  would, 
of  course,  be  published  annually. 

"  I  pointed  out  in  my  former  letters  the  advantage  of 
letting  the  votes  be  given  cumulatively,  each  voter  ginng 
as  many  of  Ids  votes  as  he  chooses  to  one  man.  This 
has  been  so  much  insisted  on  by  others,  before  and 
sipoe,  as  a  means  of  protecting  minorities,  thai  I  shall 
not  say  more  about  it  now. 

"  At  the  time  of  the  election,  each  person  named  in 
the  register  would  have  his  polling -paper  sent  to  him  by 
post,  containing  the  names  of  the  candidates  nominated 
to  the  retuming-offioer  in  London.  He  would  mark  in 
it  how  he  desired  to  dispose  of  his  three  votes,  sign  the 
paper,  and  return  it.  Everyone  is  £uniliar  with  tha 
process,  by  which  the  elections  to  various  charitieB  are 
performed.  There  would  be  a  slight  risk  of  ktten 
being  received  and  returned  by  the  wrong  person ;  but 
this  kind  of  roguery  would  be  but  a  small  per  cent^ge 
on  the  whole,  and  could  not  be  systematized.  And  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  there  Would  be  less  ^lure 
through  undue  or  corrupt  influence  upon  this  plan  than 
upon  the  common  one. 

**  I  venture  to  think  that  it  would  be  far  better  to 
give  the  seats  as  I  propose  than  to  any  large  oonstitnen* 
cies.  We  should  avoid  stirring  again  the  rivalry  oC 
classes,  whose  feuds  are  not  wholly  pacified  i  we  should 
be  doing  an  act  of  justice  to  an  institution  of  great 
and  increasing  importance,  and  to  a  professson  v^iick 
cannot  now  make  itself  heard  in  Parliament;  and 
should  introduce  into  it  men  whom  no  party  would 
have  reason  to  fear. 

"  I  remain.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  F.  H.  DlCKINSOM." 


THE  CASE  OF  MR.  COX. 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  Promneial  Medical  and  Surpeai 
Joumai, 


Si&, — A  statement  I  made  at  the  Bristol 
would,  I  think,  be  more  correctly  reported  thus : — **  As 
to  the  operations,  a  young  man  whom  he  (Mr.  Bamtt) 
saw  at  the  court,  and  whom  he  bdieved  to  be  a 
dispenser  at  the  Western  Dispensary,  named  Biggi^ 
had  admitted  to  him  immediately  after  the  trial,  that 
in  Bourn's  case  the  bougie  had  been  passed.'*  Thia 
makes  my  statement  rather  stronger,  and  I  reqnert 
you  will  insert  it  in  your  next,  in  reply  to  a  commmu- 
cation  in  your  last.  It  could  not  have  origiMtad  is 
mistake,  and  on  my  part  was  no  mistake. 
I  am.  Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  BARRETT,  F.R.C.8. 
Baf^,  13,  Pierrepont  Street, 
November  30,  1852. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Prwinciai' Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal, 

Sir,— The  letter  in  the  last  Journal,  of  the  five 
medical  gentlemen  who  gare  evidence  against  me,  neces- 
sitates my  laying  before  your  readers  the  testimony  they 
gave.  I  need  not  notice  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Topp,  for 
on  this  occasion  he  dissociates  himself  from  the  other 
medical  gentlemen.  I,  therefore,  will  commence  with 
the  second  medical  witness,  Mr.  C.  A^ .  Harries,  who 
says :— "  He  never  during  his  practice  saw  the  two  dis- 
eases described  coexisting  in  the  same  patient ;*'  "no 
practitioner  in  France,  England,  or  elsewhere,  ever 
b^ard  of  .such  a  case}^^  ''had  never  seen  the  two  dis- 
eases coexist,  and  the  best  authors  agree  in  the  opinion 
that  they  do  not."  "  Sir  Astley  Cooper  was  out  of 
fashion  now.  Sir  Astley  Cooper  and  Mr.  Hunter 
would  have  said  'aye'  to  this  question.  Mr. 
Lawrence,  and  the  writers  of  the  present  day,  would 
say  *  nay.'  "  Mr.  Skeate  follows  Mr.  Harries,  and  to 
the  fairness  and  proper  feeling  with  which  he  gave  his 
evidence  I  take  this  and  every  other  opportunity  of 
testifying.  He,  however,  says,  (I  doubt  not  with 
perfect  good  faith) : — "  I  never  saw  a  case  in  which  the 
two  diseases  coexisted  together."  Mr.  Field  is  then 
called,  and  says : — "  He  could  not  have  walked  without 
limping,  if  he  had  had  a  bubo ;  he  did  not  walk 
limping;  never  saw  a  case  with  the  symptoms  de- 
scribed coexisting;  it  is  possible  the  two  diseases 
may  be  cotemporaneous,  but  (with  great  emphasis) 
in  all  my  experience  I  never  witnessed  it."  Mr. 
Bartrum  was  then  called*;  and  he  is  reported  to  have 
agreed  with  the  other  medical  witnesses.  But  he  also 
said  what  I  repeated  before  him  at  the  Bristol  meeting, 
and  what  he  did  not  then  attempt  to  dispute,  "  If  a 
patient  had  phimosis,  a  bougie  could  not  be  passed." 
.On  being  asked  why,  he  said : — '*  Because  there  would 
be  inflammation  of  the  glans  penis."  And  then  being 
asked  if  inflammation  of  the  glans  existed  in  natural 
phimosis,  he  said: — *'  No,  that  is  a  natural  state  of 
things."  Mr.  E.  L.  Bagshawe  winds  up  the  medical 
evidence  by  saying : — ''  I  do  not  believe  that  the  whole 
of  the  diseases  mentioned  existed  at  the  same  time." 
Upon  this  medical  evidence  the  Judge  charges  the  Jury 
"  that  not  less  than  six  medical  'gentlemen  of  expe- 
rience and  repute  had  been  called  to  give  an  opinion  on 
that  bill.  As  one  witness  after  another  was  called,  they 
all  agreed  that  they  did  not  believe  that  such  a  case  ever 
existed;" — "They  did  not  believe  that  the  diseases 
which  were  specified  upon  the  face  of  the  bill  ever  could 
coexist  in  the  same  patient."  See  Bath  and  Cheltenham 
Goze^/ff,  Sept.  8th,  1852. 

This,  then,  was  the  medical  evidence  given  by  these 
witnesses.  And  I  ask, — Is  it  worthy  of  members  of  a 
profession  called,  honourable,  to  shift  the  responsibility 
of  it,  by  the  quibble  that  they  did  not  assert  that  sy  pbilis 
and  gonorrhoea  could  not  possibly  coexist  ?  Was  not  t 
tlua  the  legitimate  deduction  from  their  evidence,  and 
the  conclusion  which  an  unprofessional  auditory  must 
draw  therefrom.  Of  this  there  can  be  no  doubt.  They 
appear  to  have  been  led  astray  by  Mr.  Topp,  who  boldly 
asserted  that  gonorrhoea  gave  an  immunity  from  syphilis, 
and  in  their  zeal  for  the  professional  honour,  they  gave 
evidence  which  I  challenged  them  at  the  Bristol  meetmg, 
before  professional  men  >  to  maintain.    I  again  challenge 


them  to  do  so,  or  to  deny-that  they  gave  this  evidence. 
Let  them  meet  me  fairly  either  by  saying  that  they  had 
been  inadvertently  led  astray  by  Mr.  Topp,  and  thus 
make  me  the  only  reparation  now  in  their  power  for  the 
injury  they  have  done  Dc^e ;  or  let  them  come  forth  and 
say  the  evidence  we  gave  we  still  believe  to  be  true, 
and  are  prepared  to  maintain.  But  let  them  not  think 
to  escape  by  the  miserable  quibble,  that  they  did  not 
assert  that  syphilis  and  gonorrhoea  could  not  possibly 
coexist. 

These  gentiemen  say  theyjjrcnt  to  the  trial  without 
any  communication  with  the  plaintiff.  Had  they  no* 
communication'previous  to  the  trial  with  the  plalntiff^a 
son-in-law  ? 

They  also  pledge  their  veracity  that  the  Jury  were 
not  influenced  by  their  opinions  as  to  the  coexistence 
of  gonorrhoea  and  syphilis.  But  I  assert,  that  those 
five  gentiemen  cannot  themselves,  on  calmly  reflecting 
on  the  whole  evidence  given  at  the  trial,  believe  the 
Jury  were  uninfluenced  by  this  opinion.  Neither  will 
any  other  person,  viewing  the  whole  evidence,  doubt 
that  the  Jury  must  have  been  strongly  prejudiced  by 
the  decision  against  me.  At  present,  Sir,  I  have  no 
more  to  say  to  these  gentiemen,  but  shall  be  prepared 
to  reply  to  anything  they  may  have  to  advance  in  furthev 
justification  of  their  evidence. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  COX. 

Bath,  December  2,  1852. 

[We  insert  the  above  letter,  because  we  are  anxious 
that  Mr.  Cox  should  have  every  opportunity  of 
defending  himself,  but  as  he  has  now  withdrawn 
from  the  Association,  we  cannot  insert  any  further 
communioaticons  from  him.  We  have  also  received 
the  report  of  the  Bath  and  Bristol  Branch  Meetings 
but  as  it  would  occupy  nearly  twenty-  pages  of  the 
Journal,  we  are  obliged  to  postpone  its  insertion  to  onr 
next  number. — Ed.  J.] 


URGENT  CASE  OF  DISTRESS. 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgicai 
%  Journal. 

SiH, — In  returning  you  my  most  grateful  acknow- 
ledgements for  your  kind  courtesy,  in  inserting  my 
letter  in  your  last  journal,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  deemed 
trespassing  too  much  upon  your  kindness,  if  I  beg  for 
an  extension  of  that  indulgence,  in  order  that  through 
the  same  medium  I  may  offer  my  warmest  thanks  to 
those  ladies  who  have  most  generously  and  affectionately 
responded  to  my  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  "  Urgent  Case 
of  Distress"  advertised  in  your  two  last  Journals.  I 
am  sure  it  will  gratify  them  to  know,  that  the  suma 
already  received  amount  to  £b.  1  Is.  Id. ;  and  I  earnestly 
hope  and  believe,  that  as  the  case  meets  the  eye  of  other 
ladies,  they  also  will  unite  with  us  in  the  blessed 
privilege  of  helping  the  widow  and  the  fatherless  ii& 
the  hour  of  need. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CAROLINE  NEWNHAM. 

Famham,  December  4,  1852. 
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Some  Observatiom  tm  the  Contanunrntion  qf  Water  by 
the  Poison  of  Leadf  and  ite  Effeete  on  the  ffunum 
Body,  8(c.,  8fc.  By  Jambs  Bowbr  Harrison, 
M.R.C.S.L.,  &c.,  &c. 

If  the  profeasioE  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
poisonous  effects  of  lead  taken  in  minute  quan- 
tities, as  a  matter  of  science,  we  may  be  per- 
mitted to  doubt,  whether  it  does  not  frequently 
overlook  the  question  in  the  treatment  of  various 
obscure  and  anomalous  cases,  as  a  matter  of 
l^ractice.  It  is  the  object  of  this  volume  to 
place  the  facts  so  strongly  before  us,  that  for  the 
future  neither  doctor  nor  patient  can  fail  to  have 
his  suspicion  excited  whenever  circumstances 
render  it  possible  for  the  poison  of  lead  to 
have  been^  insidiously  introduced  into  the  sya- 
tem.  How  constantly  this  possibility  exists 
where  it  is  little  thought  of,. how  various  are  the 
modes  by  which  the  risk  is  incurred,  the  author 
makes  sufficiently  plain.  He  justly  lays  con^ 
siderable  stress  upon  the  interesting  observation 
of  Dr.  Christison,  that  water  dissolves  metallic 
lead  in  direct  ratio  to* its  own  purity,  pure  rain 
water,  devoid  of  salts,  corroding  lead  more  than 
spring  water,  distilled  water  more  still.  Hence 
rain  water,  collected  and  preserved  in  leaden 
cisterns,  is  certain  to  contain  an  injurious  amount 
of  lead  in  a  state  of  solution ;  whilst  spring  water, 
especially  if  hard  in  quality,  is  less  likely  to  be 
contaminated.  The  explanation  is  not  that  hard 
water  does  not  act  at  all  on  the  surface  of  the 
leaden  cistern  or  pipe',  but  that  the  chlorides, 
sulphates,  and  phosphates  of  lime,  which  give 
the  water  its  hardness,  yield  up  their  ^cids  to 
the  lead,  and  form  insoluble  salts,  which  for  the 
most  part  encrust  the  surface  of  the  metal ; 
hence,  a>  new  cistern  or  pipe  is  more  likely  to 
contaminate  water  than  an  old  one,  of  which  the 
surface  has  become  thus  covered  over  with  in- 
soluble salts.  StiU  there  is  abundant  proof  in 
the  Yolume  before  us,  that  leaden  pipes  are  not 
to  be  trusted  for  the  conveyance  of  spring  water, 
especially  perhaps  when  the  water  of  the  spring 
has  not  percolated  limestone  strata.  Many  in- 
stances are  given  wherein  the  mischief  was  due 
to  the  use  of  leaden  pumps  for  spring  water. 
More  commonly,  however,  it  happens,  that  the 
rain  water  and  the  leaden  cistern  are  the  mis- 
chief-mongers. 


^1^ 

The  author  has  taken  the  pains  to  inquiro 
closely  into  the  domestic  arrangemente,  in  manj 
cases,  in  which  the  possibility  of  lead-contamina- 
tion was  denied,  and  found  (as  in  other  exampLes 
where  medical  conclusions  depend  upoa  non-^ 
medical  evidence,)  ample  proof  of  the  justnett 
of  his  anticipations.  The  very  amusing  nar- 
rative of  his  experience  in  this  line,  is  aa 
entertaining  as  it  is~  instructive.  The  costomazj 
dissatisfaction  of  the  lady  of  the  house  at  ih» 
question  being  put  at  all«  the  equivocation  of  dw 
subordinate,  and,  sooth  to  say,  the  erideoi 
coolness  of  all  parties  when  the  truth  was  sifted 
out,  the  cure  of  the  sufferer  notwithstanding 
remind  us  of  a  heathen  proverb,  to  be  fofond 
somewhere  in  the  old  Latin  vocabularies — ^"H© 
who  follows  truth  too  close  to  her  heels,  shall 
have  dust  cast  in  his  face." 

We  should  bear  in  mind,  that  lead  fliajr  be 
the  fans  et  origo  malt  in  all  puzzling  cases  of 
sudden  colic,  habitual  constipation,  wandering 
pains  in  the  limbs,  emaciation,  unsteady  mus- 
cular action,  occasional  vomiting,  dyspcpsy  in 
general,  dirty  yellow  tinge  of  skin,  wasted  and 
partially  paralysed  muscles,  epileptic  oonvuMons, 
delirium,  and  coma.  But  the  symptoms  most 
characteristic  of  poisoning  by  lead,  are  oonstipa- 
tion,  abdominal  pain,  and  vomiting ;  pain  in  &e 
part  of  the  lower  spine,  and  a  failure  in  musenhr 
power.  A  marked  sign,  which  may  or  may  not 
be  present,  is  the  blue  colour  of  the  margin  of 
the  gums,  especially  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Bartoa. 

We  extract  one  of  our  author's  illustniiva 
cases  :— 

"  In  SeptcmbcT,  1848,  I  was  requested  to  vi^  » 
servant  girl  who  was  suffering  from  violent  pains  in  tbe 
bowels,  and  from  constipation.  The  pain  was  incessanf. 
From  the  experience  which  I  had  previously  had  in  the 
symptoms  of  lead  colic,  I  imagined  her  disorder  to  bo 
such.  She  vomited  constantly,  and  tossed  oneasOyxa 
bed,  groaning  with  pain.  There  was  not  much  tender- 
ness of  the  abdomen,  at  least  not  more  than  the 
vomiting  and  griping  would  explain.  To  ascertain  the 
state  of  the  bowels  in  respect  to  tenderness,  it  is  « 
well  to  make  pressure  gently  and  gradually,  judging  the 
effect  rather  from  the  countenance  of  the  patient  than 
by  what  is  said.  After  the  bowels  had  been  well  moved, 
she  became  easier,  and  by  taking  small  doses  of  DovR^t 
powder,  the  pain  was  entirely  removed.  I  explained  to 
her  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  and  she  admitted 
having  taken  soft  water  from  a  lead  dstem,  but  I  did 
not  examine  the  water.  The  pump  belonging  to  tbe 
house  was  out  of  repair,  and  the  water  from  it  reported 
to  be  bad.  In  March,  1849,  I  was  asked  to  visit  her 
again.  She  was  in  the  same  condition,  in  the  aane 
pain,  with  similar  vomiting  and  constipation,  bat  she 
seemed  more  wretched-looking,  more  sallow,  and  i 
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emaciated.  She  had  psda  in  the  lower  part  of  the  back, 
and  the  gums  were  bordered  with  a  deep-blue  line.  I 
toM  her  that  she  had  not  been  attending  to  my  di- 
reolionsy  and  with  relactanoe  she  confess  that  such 
waa  the  case;  howeyeri  she  seemed  indisposed  to 
attribute  her  complaint  to  the  reported  cause,  and 
looked  somewhat  dissatisfied  with  what  I  told  her. 

In  July,   1849i  she  had  another  seizure.     She  had 
become  sickly-looking,  walked  feebly,  and  was  of  a 
yeUow  complexion.    There  was  the  same  colic,  and  the 
•ame  constipation.    When  I  spoke  of  lead,  she  sm'ded 
with  a  look  of  incredulity.     I  was  really  proToked  at 
her  want  of  belief,  but  seeing  the  miserable  condition  to 
which  she  was  reduced,  I  felt  obliged  to  give  her  my 
profeiaioiial  aid.     I  took  great  pains  to  instruct  her  on 
the  mbject,  and  lent  her  some  books,  and  a  pamphlet 
which  I  had  published,  to  inform  her  fiirther  as  to  the 
complaint.     I  also  took  occasion  to  speak  to  the  lady, 
who  was  the  housekeeper,  (it  being  the  house  of  a 
widower,)  but  I  met  with  little  support.     It  was  stated 
that  others  took  the  same  water,  without  injury,  and  in 
the  end*  only  a  sort  of  cold  assent  was  giyen  to  my 
injunctions.    I  shall,  no  doubt,  surprise  the  reader 
with  the  continuance  of  my  narratiTe,  but  I  speak  only 
the  truth,  which  is  sometimes  more  marvellous  than 
fiction.     On  March  27th,  1850,  she  was  ill  again  in  the 
saaie  way.     She  sent  for  me,  being  in  great  pain,  and 
told  me  that  she  had  done  so  with  great  reluctance — 
tibat  ^he  had  been  to  consult  another  medical  man  since 
my  last  visit,  who  told  her  that  her  complaint  originated 
in  a  diseased  liver ;  and  I  scarcely  wonder  at  his  being 
decdved,  by  the  sallowness  of  her  complexion.     I  told 
her  that  I  would  not  piescribe  for  her  any  more,  unless 
ahe  attended  better  to  my  instructions,   which   she 
promised  to  keep.    After  a  few  months,  in  September, 
1850,  she  had  again  a  bad  attack  of  lead  colic ;  and, 
during  my  attendance  at  the  house,  another  servant 
beoame  affected  in  the  same  way.    The  last  person  had 
not  been  long  in  ihe  house,  and  indeei^  my  former 
patient  was  the  only  servant  who  had  beei)  so.     I  think 
my  patient  was  herself  struck  with  the  similarity  of  the 
complaint  in  her  fellow-servant.     I  was  resolved,  on 
this  occasion,  to  investigate  the  matter  fully,  and  then 
require  implicit  obedience,  or  refuse  farther  attendance ; 
I  accordingly  furnished  myself  with  some  water,  charged 
with  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gai,  and  took  it  to  the 
house,  with  a  view  to  test  the  water  which  the  femily 
were  in  the  habit  of  using.   I  perceived  some  hesitation 
about  the  bringing  of  the  water,  and  was  eventually 
told  that  there  was  none  of  the  drinking  water  in  the 
house.    I  insisted  on  being  shown  what  was  usually 
taken,  and  the  source  from  which  it  was  taken.    At 
length  the  servant  said — <  I  see,  Sir,  it's  no  further  use 
deceiving  you,*  and  then  she  took  me  into  the  scullery, 
and  from  a  tap  drew  some  hot  water.     She  assured  me 
that  thia  was  the  only  water  used,  aad  that  it  was 
suffered  to  cool  for  drinking, — that  it  was  used  regularly 
for  tea, — and  that  her  master,  a  Greek  gentleman,  took 
it  daily.     On  testing  it,  the  water  became  of  a  dark- 
brown  colour,  almost  like  coffee.    T  found  it  was  con- 
veyed from  a  lead  dstem  into  the  boiler  behind  the 
fire-place,  and  from  this  boiler,  by  a  lead  pipe,  into  the 
icullery.  '  I  believed  this  time  that  I  had  made  some 
impression,  but  in  order  to  guard  still  frirther  against 


bad  water,  I  directed  her  to  live  on  a  milk  diet.  Under 
this  treatn-ent  she  improved  surprisingly,  and  recovered 
her  usual  looks,  but  she  was  unwilling  to  admit  that  it 
was  owing  to  the  disuse  of  the  water.  The  family 
subsequently  left  the  neighbourhood,  but  before  she 
went  she  was  well-looking,  and  free  from  disease." 

The  principles  of  treatment  seem  to  be,  to 
avoid  the  catise,  to  expel  the  enemy,  to  allay 
pain^  treat  urgent  symptoms,  and  to  gain  time. 
To  fulfil  the  medical  part,  the  author  prefers 
croton  oil,  and  afterwards  opium.  As  antidotal 
remedies,  he  alludes  fayorably  to  dilated  sul«  , 
phurio  acid,  and  mentions  alum,  but  evidently 
depends  more  upon  somewhat  active  purgation,  ^ 
sustaining  the  patient's  strength  meanwhile.  Of 
the  subsequent  treatment,  we  need  only  say  t^t 
it  is — ^what  all  judicious  practice  of  physic  must 
be — ^rationally  eclectic. 

Mr.  Harrison  has  quite  a  talent  fbr  writing 
pleasingly.  Few  readers  would  anticipate  an 
agreeable  entertainment  in  perusing  an  essay  on 
the  "Poison  of  Lead;"  but  we  can  promise 
them,  that  though  the  subject  sounds  heavy,  its 
treatment  is  light.  A  more  fitting  monitor  for 
the  public  on  a  question  which  much  concerns 
them,  and  a  more  pleasant  and  useful  reminder 
for  the  profession,  the  author  could  scarcely  hare 
produced.  We  hope  that  many  of  our  associates 
will  read,  and  judge  for  themselves. 


EiemenU  qf  Healih  and  Prmeipl€9  qf  Female  UygUne, 
By  £.  J.  Tilt,  M.D.,  Senior-Physician  to  the 
Farringdon  General  Dispenaary  and  Lying*in  Chaiity ^ 
and  to  the*  Faddington  Dispenaary  for  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children*    London:  Bohn. 

In  the  British  and  Foreign  MedicO'Chirurgical 
Quarterly  Review  it  was  lately  remarked  that  a 
treatise  on  female  hygiene  was  much  wanted; 
and  all  those  engaged  in  general  practice  who 
have  to  contend  daily  with  the  ignorance  and 
prejudices  of  women  respecting  themselres  and 
their  children  will  re-echo  the  aasertion  of  our 
respected  cotemporary. 

Pr.  Tilt  has  sought  to  fill  up  this  desideratum ; 
and  we  are  anxious  to  be  among  the  first  to 
notice  a  book  which  originated  in  our  columns. 
Two  years  ago  Br.  Tilt  inserted  in  this  journal 
some  highly  interesting  pap^  on  the  right 
management  of  women  at  the  critical  periods  of 
life.  These  papers  have  suggested  to  the  author 
the  present  work,  of  which  we  intend  briefly  to- 
sketch  the  outline. 
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The  work  is  divided  into  periods  of  seven 
years,  and  each  period  forms  a  chapter.  Each 
chapter  briefly  notices  the  mental  and  moral 
development  or  decay,  and  the  physical  condition 
is  treated  with  care.  The  food,  clothing,  exercise;^ 
and  sleep,  as  regards  each  epoch,  are  passed  in 
review ;  and  the  diseases  to  which  women  at 
«ach  period  are  most  liable  is  pointed  out,  as 
well  as  the  most^  appropriate  means  of  preven- 
tion. Every  chapter  is  preceded  and  followed 
by  tables  showing  the  mortality  of  both  sexes 
for  each  year  successively,  the  mean  duration  of 
life,  and  its  value  for  insurance  purposes ;  calcu- 
^tions  which  derive  importance  from  the  fact  df 
iheir  having  been  made  under  the  eye  of  Mr. 
Earr,  of  the  Begistrar-G^eneral's  office. 

Such  is  the  outline  of  a  work  which  combines 
a  vast  amount  of  information  in  a  small  compass, 
and  of  which  we  regret  that  our  space  will  not 
allow  us  to  give  extracts ;  it  is  much  required, 
and  will,  doubtless,  ere  long,  become  as  popular 
as  those  of  the  lamented  Dr.  Coombe. 

Perhaps  no  man  is  better  calculated  than  Df. 
Tilt  to  fill  up  this  hiatus  in  medical  literature ; 
for  few  imite  to  the  same  extent,  great  opportu- 
nities of  observation  with  sterling  common- 
sense,  a  thorough  love  of  his  subject,  and  a 
lucid,  correct,  and  lively  style.  We  think  the 
i^ork  wUl  be  found  as  useful  to  the  practitioner 
as  it  is  indispensable  to  those  who  are  in  any 
way  connected  with  the  education  or  responsi- 
bilities of  women,  for  while,  on  the  one  hand,  it 
is  the  best  treatise  ooT)hysical  education  with 
which  we  are  acquainted,  it  also  affords  practi- 
tioners excellent  advice  respecting  the  prevention 
of  nervous  complaints,  and  in  fact,  of  all  the 
diseases  to  which  women  are  amenable  from 
the  peculiarities  of  their  formation  and  habits. 


f  nratntial  MMml  k  largiritl  Sranwl. 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  8,  1852.     - 

^.  M  I       I 

We  lately  printed  the  Medical  Bill  prepared  by 
the  Council  of  the  Association  in  its  amended 
shape,  as  corrected  and  sanctioned  by  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  for  that  purpose  at  t"he  Anni- 
versary meeting  at  Oxford.  The  contemplated 
measure  is  now  complete,  as  far  as  England  is 
concerned;  though  of  course  the  Committee 
still  hold  themselves  at  liberty  to  receive  any 


well-considered  recommendation.  Eor  Scqtiand 
and  Ireland  the  Association  have  never  pre- 
tended to  legislate,  having  all  along  maintained 
the  principle^hat  the  profession  in  each  part  d 
our  triple  kingdom  is  best  able  to  r^olate  iti 
own  affairs,  and  therefore  best  able  to  decide  aa 
to  that  portion  of  the  BUI  which  more  pecoliarij 
affects  its  interests.  Acting  in  ilus  spirit,  the 
Committee  some  time  since  appointed  a  depib 
tation  from  their  body,  consisting  of  Mr. 
NuNKBLKT  and  Mr.  Hi-STiwas,  to  proceed  to 
Edinburgh,  and  to  confer  there  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Scotdi  Medical  Corporations 
on  the  subject  of  the  Draft  BilL  This  frank 
step  was  met  in  the  most  cordial  mtamee,  and 
has  been  attended,  we  rejoice  to  say,  with  the 
happiest  results.  Hie  deputation  of  the  Asso- 
ciation were  received  with  the  greatest  coorte^ 
and  kindliness  by  tiie  authorities  of  the  Boyal 
Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  of  the  Faculty  of  Glasgow ;  and  tho 
representatives  of  the  Scotch  profession  showed 
from  the  commencement  of  the  negotiation  tfca* 
any  objections  they  may  have  made  to  iSoB 
measure  were  dictated  by  no  factioua  motives ; 
that  they  were  not  disposed — as  we  fear  may  be 
the  case  with  some  in  England— to  oppose  every 
attempt  for  tiie  amelioration  of  the  profeesioii 
which  did  not  emanate  from  themselves, — tii^ 
they  were  too  generous  to  start  unnecessary  diffi- 
culties, and  too  liberal  to  deal  in  quibbles.  With 
men  actuated  by  so  fair  and  honourable  a  spirit 
there  was  no  difficulty  in  coming  to  a  prompt 
and  satisfactory  conclusion. 

The  arrangement  made  by  the  gentlemen  who 
formed  the  deputation,  and  whidi  will  doubtless 
be  ratified  by  the  Committee  at  thdr  approach 
ing  meeting,  was  to  the  following  effect : — 'Rte 
Council  for  Scotland  is  to  be  nominated  aooord- 
ing  to  a  plan  to  be  decided  on  by  the  Scotdi 
profession;  the  examiners  in  that  country  are 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Colleges,  and  not  by  tlie 
CouncQ,  as  is  to  be  the  case  in  England ;  regis- 
tration, which  affords  by  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  the  only  title  to  practice,  is  to  take  place  in 
that  country  on  the  simple  production  of  the 
licence  of  the  Council.  These  points  conceded. 
the  Bill  is  such  as  will  meet  with  the  support  of 
the  Scotch  profession ;  and  there  is  not  one  xd 
them  which  is  not  perfectly  reasonable  in  iteel( 
and  ^hich  is  not  a  matter  altogether  iriiiim  their 
own  cognizance.  We  may  therefore  condada 
that  the  measure  will  shortly  appear  witib  1^ 
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4ilteration8  indicated  aboYe ;  and  tliat  the  delicate 
question  between  the  two  sections  of  the  profes- 
sion north  and  south  of  the  Tweed  is  set  defini- 
tively at  rest.  We  heartily  congratulate  the 
Association  on  this  happy  result  of  the  concilia- 
tory course  adopted  by  the  Committee ;  and  we 
would  observe  that  it  is  a  circumstance  which 
gives  in  many  respects  a  new  aspect  to  the  Bill, 
.and  a  new  character  to  the  support  which  it.  will 
receive  in  Parliament.  It  is  no  longer  merely  the 
measure  of  the  Association ;  it  is  the  measure 
of  the  medical  profession  throughout  Great 
Britain,  minus  the  few  individuals  who  have 
hitherto  avowed  themselves  hostile  to  it.  It 
will  be  presented  to  the  Legislature  as  the 
laborious  and  long-considered  result  of  the 
united  efforts  of  professional  men  on  both  sides 
of  the  Tweed.  It  is  stamped  with  the  approval 
of  their  praotieal  experience,  and  moulded  into 
working  shape  by  their  moderate  counsels  and 
wise  concessions.  With  regard  to  those  other 
bodies,  whose  voices  have  a  right  to  be  heard  in 
the  matter,  we  have  only  to  say  that  measures 
are  being  taken  to  obtain  the  opinions  of  the 
Irish  profession  upon  the  Bill.  Of  course  when 
these  opinions  have  been  fairly  brought  before 
the  Committee,  every  desire  will  be  manifested 
to  defer  to  the  just  wishes  and  requirements  of 
tiie  Medical  Corporations  in  the  sister  island. 

We  published  a  little  time  since  some  remarks 
on  the  Bill  that  had  been  forwarded  to  us  by  the 
Committee  of  the  South- Western  Branch.  We 
then  remarked,  that  several  of  the  points 
complained  of  had  been  already  remedied  in  the 
new  edition  of  the  measure,  and  we  believe  that 
no  ultimate  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in 
obtaining  the  unanimous  support  of  the  different 
Branches.  The  College  of  Physicians  of  London 
have  throughout  exhibited  the  most  liberal 
feeling  towards  the  Bill  and  its  framers,  and 
whenever  they  have  been  compelled  to  differ 
from  the  Comddttee,  have  stated  their  opinion 
fairly,  and  without  reserve  ;  we  need  hardly 
flay,  that  the  greatest  desire  is  felt  by  those  who 
in  this  matter  represent  the  Association,  to  meet 
a  body  so  influential  and  so  justly  esteemed  as 
the  College  of  Physicians,  on  every  possible 
point.  We  believe  that  we  are  justified  in 
saying,  that  there  is  now  no  portion  of  the  Bill 
which  presents  any  serious  obstacle  to  our  ob- 
taining that  which  we  desiderate  so  much— the 
approval  and  support  of  the  College. 

The  College  of  Surgeons  of  England  have  not 


hitherto  expressed  their  opinions  on  the  Bill  in 
afiy  decided  way.  A  deputation,  consisting  of 
Mr.  NuKirsLEY,  Mr.  I^^oble,  and  Mr.  Bot- 
TOMLET,  all  Fellows  of  the  College,  has  been 
a]|pointed«  to  obtain  an  interview  with  the 
Co^cil,  and  to  lay  the  Bill  before  them.  Such 
a  meeting  can  hardly,  in  fairness,  be  refused ; 
and  it  can  hardly,  either,  fail  to  be  productive  of 
some  decisive  result.  All  that  the  Committee 
are.  anxious  for,  is  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the 
College,  pro  or  eon,  in  the  matter.  If  they  are 
rejsolved  to  oppose  the  BiU,  whether  or  no,  let 
that  at  once  be  stated ;  if  they  will  support  it, 
coQ^tionally,  on  certain  alterations  being  made 
in  it«  let  the  Committee  learn  what  those  re- 
quired alterations  are.  It  has,  indeed,  been 
whispered,  that  the  College  are  resolved— and 
have  avowed  their  resolution — ^to  oppose  aU 
Medical  Beform,  all  future  improvement.  But 
such  tactics  can  hardly  succeed  in  the  present 
day. 

In  conclusion  we  will  only  say,  that  if  the 
Conpiittee,  backed  as  they  are  by  the  feelings  of 
our  powerful  Association,  have  never  hovered  in 
their  course,  and  never  bated  one  jot  of  their 
resolution,  even  when  support  came  only  from 
our  own  ranks,  they  are  not  likely  to  do  so  now 
when  they  find  themselves  aided  by  our  northern 
brethren,  and  sanctioned  in  their  exertions  by 
one  of  the  great  Medical  Corporations ;  they 
will  assuredly  persevere  in  their  course,  and  will, 
we  doubt  not,  bring  their  labours  to  a  trium- 
phant conclusion. 


3fiEieiiital  Sntelligme. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
the  19th  ultimo  : — John  Attwood,  Australia ;  Francis 
Bramley  Baker,  Hampton  Court;  George  Dransfield 
Brown,  Croydon;  Francis  Russell  Hall,  Fulboum, 
Cambridgeehire ;  Charles  Rodney  Huxley,  Lisbon; 
Robert  Thomas  Ogden,  Rochdale,  Lancashire;  Charles 
Schofield  Richardson,  Greenwich;  George  Sankey, 
Ashford,  Kent;  George  Henry  Thurston,  Goswell 
Street;  Arthur  Umphelby,  Ipswich,  Suffolk;  Robert 
Westcott,  Spencer  Street,  Goswell  Road;  William 
Joseph  Williams,  Uffaulm,  Devon. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  on  the  26th 
ultimo  *.  — r  John  Ross  Diamond,  London ;  Charles 
Fluder,  Lymington,  Hants ,  Richard  Savill  Hanbury, 
Miriield,  Yorkshire;  Philip  Chas.  Heyman,  Axminster, 
Devon;  David  Johnston,  Peterborough,  Northampton- 
shire; York  James  Moore,  Mount  Street,  Grosvenor 
Square ;  Eliaa  Jones  Roberts,  Bangor,  Carnarvonshire ; 
Thomas  Frederick  Sanger,  Alfriston,  Sussex ;  Edmund 
Shaw,  Thatcham,  Berks.      ' 
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Tbb  Fkllowship.— The  followinj^  memben  were 
admitted  to  the  Fellowship  on  the  21st  October:^ 
Alfred  Balcer,  Binningham;  Christopher  Hewetson 
Barnes,  Notting  Hill ;  Edwin  Bartleet,  BirmiDgham ; 
Robert  Shirley  Belcher,  Bnrton-on-Trent;  &imojpl 
Berry,  Birmingham ;  Charles  James  Bleeck,  Warmift- 
iter;  Henry  Blenkinsop,  Warwick;  Robeit  Bower, 
Rochdale;  Peter  Brendon,  Highgate;  Thomas  F. 
G.  BrownbiU,  Salford;  Joseph  Bollock,  Congleton, 
Cheshire;  John  Cordy  Borrows,  Brighton;  Comelios 
Botler,  Brentwood;  William  John  Chnrch,  Bath; 
Edward  Corey^  Basingstoke;  William  Henry  Covey, 
Wilton  Street ;  William  James  Cronin,  Queen's  Town, 
Iivland;  William  Cross,  Clifton;  Frederick  Davies, 
Upper  Gower  Street;  George  Edwardes,  WoWer- 
bampton;  Joseph  John  Evans,  Bristol;  William 
Evans.  R.N.,  Bath;  George  Fayrer,  Barking,' Essex; 
William  Fostescne,  Smitbfield  Bars;  John  Frederick 
Foster,  Hartley  Wintney,  Hants ;  Luther  Owen  Fojr, 
Bronghton,  Hants;  Robert  Docksey  Groodwin,  Ash- 
boome,  Derbyshire ;  John  Fosse  Harding,  Myddelton 
Square ;  Hetman  Charles  Harris,  Windsor  Place,  City 
Road ;  James  Bower  Harrison,  Bronghton,  Manchester; 
John  Bishop  Haynes,  Evesham,  Worcestershire;  Ed. 
Hickman,  Southampton  Place,  Euston  Square ;  George 
Leicester  Hillas,  Sydney  Place,  Brompton;  Thomas 
Hodgson,  Halifax;  George  Yeates  Hunter,  Margate; 
Edward  Ingram,  Boston,  Lincolshire;  Abraham  King, 
Bridgwater;  George  Lowdell,  Brighton;  Robert 
Merry,  Hemel  Hempstead,  Herts;  Thomas  Middleton, 
Salford;  John  Muriel,  Ely,  Cambridgeshire;  Daniel 
Noble,  Manchester  ;  Henrj*  Peacock,  Dockyard, 
Chatham;  Houghton  Perkins,  Henrietta  Street, 
Cavendish  Square;  John  Ballard  Fitt,  Norwich; 
Robert  James  Pollock,  Bath  Place^  Kensington ;  James 
Price,  Brixton;  John  Pnrsell,  Harleyford  Place, 
Keonington;  William  Sudlow  Roots,  Kingston-on- 
Thames  ;  John  Ronntree,  Oldham ;  Arthur  Brisley 
Rye,  Banbury;  Thomas  Smith,  Bow  Lane;  Frederick 
Theed,  Rhyl,  Flintshire;  Frederick  Hosken  Tucker, 
Halifu;  John  Raggett  Urwin,  Claremont  Place, 
North  Brixton;  Richard  Wallace,  Trafalgar  Place 
West,  Hackney  Road ;  James  Watkins,  Faloon  Square ; 
Charles  John  Woods,  Godmanchester ;  William 
Kelson  Wright,  Holland  Place,  North  Brii^ton. 

Thb  Midwifery  Board. — This  Board,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Luke,  Senior  Vice-President,  (Chairman,)  and 
Drs.  Arthur  Farre,  Henry  Oldham,  and  James  Reid, 
met  for  the  first  time  on  the  24  th  ultimo,  when  the 
following  gentlemen  were  admitted  Licentiates  in  Mid- 
wifery of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons: — John 
Armstrong,  Manchester;  William  Henry  Borham, 
Cambridge  Terrace,  Hyde  Park;  Robert  William 
Cockerill,  Symond's  Inn;  Francis  Philip  Cupiss, 
Eltham ;  George  Earle,  Beverley ;  Francis  Russell 
Hall,  Fulbonm;  George  Selvyn  Morris,  Sydenham 
Pterk;  Samuel  M.  C.  Anderson  Smith,  Kilbum; 
George  Frederick  Brutton  Willing,  Hampstead. 


SOCIETY  OP  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  the  1 7th  ultimo : — 
Matthew  Francis,  Sunderland  ;  Thomas  Bryan  Green- 
wood, Horslydown,  South wark ;  Charles  Henry  Payne, 
London;  William  Roocroft,  Wigan;  John  Shepheard, 
North  Walsham ;  George  Welford,  Sunderland ;  Edwin 
Adolphus  James  Wilkinson,  Northleach;  William 
Young,  South  Shields. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

NAVAi..^SurgeonB  W.  R.  Dalton,  to  Sidom  R. 
Fulton,  to  Furious i  and  R.  Clarke,  to  Magicienne. 
Assistant-Surgeon  C.  F,  A.  Courtney,  to  Sidon.    Alex. 


Baxter,  M.D.,  (1836^  to  the  Dr^tdfmr,  120,  on  the 
Mediterranean  station;  John  Chariton,  M.D.,  (1845,) 
to  the  Magicienne  I  Thomis  Henry  Lowry,  M.D^ 
(1845,)  to  the  Fnriaus;  Robert  Beith,  M.D.,  (18&2,) 
to  the  Vulture. 


OBITUARY. 


November  dth,  at  South  Klrkby,  near  POntefract, 
aged  46  years,  Thomas  Mitdidaon  Cole,  E«|., 
M.R.C.S.,  and  member  of  the  Provincial  Medical  aod 
Surgical  Association,  formeriy  residing  at  Kiikby  Moor- 
side,  in  the  North  BLiding  of  Yorkshbe. 

On  board  the  Fm,  India  Squadron,  Mr.  UorgSr 
the  Aasistant-Surgeon,  firom  cholen. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

MOTICB     TO     MEMBSRS. 

The  Central  Council  of  the  Association  beg  to  aJi 
the  attention  of  those  members  whose  sahaeriptuMm  are 
in  arrear  to  the  following  resolutions  pasMd  «i  the 
Anniversary  Meeting,  held  at  Hull,  on  the  7th  and 
8th  of  August,  1850:^ 

"  But  if  any  Member's  subscription  renain  unpaid 
twelve  months  after  it  shall  become  doe,  the  MeHcti  mnd 
Surgical  JounuJ,  and  odier  publications  of  the  Society, 
shall  be  withheld  from  such  Member  till  his  airean  be 
paid ;  and  when  any  Member  has  been  in  arrears  of 
subscription  for  the  space  of  tkree  yean,  ^pHcafion 
shall  be  made  for  the  same  by  the  General  Secralary, 
and  if  the  arrears  be  not  psid  in  /Ares  fltonf Ae,  ^ 
name  of  that  Member  shall  be  omitted  firam  the  liit  ef 
Subscribers ;  but  this  omission  shall  not  be  deemed, 
either  in  honour  or  equity,  as  releasing  any  Gentlemsn 
from  the  subscriptions  owing  during  his  Membership.'* 

Those  gentlemen  who  have  not  yet  paid  their  lab- 
scriptions  ^for  the  curebnt  tear,  or  who  are  in 
ARREARS,  are  requested  to  forward  the  amount  doe 
either  to  the  Secretary  of  the  district  in  whidi  tihey 
reside,  or  to  the  Treasurer  or  Secretary  of  tihe  Amcii* 
tion  at  Worcester. 

All  post-office  orders  should  be  sent  either  to  the 
Treasurer  or  Secretary,  who  alone  have  the  power  d 
giving  receipts. 

J.  P.  SHEPPARD. 

Worcester,  October  23,  1852.  Secretary* 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
As  we  already  have  more  communieaUont  m  kamt 
than  toe  shall  be  able  to  insert,  we  must  heg  otir 
correspondents  to  forward  them  tis  Jkiwrt  U 
Db.  Cosmack,  unless  they  require  immeiiate 
attention, 

Commnnicationa  have  been  received  from  Bfr.  C<Ah«n<^ 
and  Mr.  Reid. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


CASE    OP    STRANGULATED    HERNIA. 
By  henry  NORRIS,  Esq., 


WaANGULATED  HERNIA;  OPERATION;  RECOVER Y;  DEATH 
FROM  INTEUFBRANCE  THREE  MONTHS  AFTER. 

Thomas  Boon,  aged  25,  labourer,  tall,  well-formed, 
and  rather  itauscular,  was,  on  the  5th  of  June>  1852, 
suddenly  seized  with  the  following  symptoms : — nausea 
and  yomiting,  accompanying  a  very  painful  tumour  in 
the  right  inguinal  region  and  corresponding  side  of  the 
scrotum. 

First  visited  at  one  a.m.  on  the  6th  of  June,  when 
he  gave  the  following  account  of  himself: — Had  been 
quite  Well  the  whole  of  the  day  previous,  and  had  piade 
a  hearty  supper  as  usual ;  had  then  felt  sick,  had 
vomited ;  had  passed  a  natural  stool,  immediately  on 
which  the  pain  and  tumour  supervened,  the  pain  being 
confined  to  the  tumour.  Further  inquiry  elicited  the 
ikct,  that  twelvemonths  previously  a  horse  had  kicked 
him  precisely  over  the  painful  spot,  causing  considerable 
inflammation  of  the  testicle,  and  pain  in  the  inguinal 
canal,  which  yielded  to  warm  fomentations  without  sur- 
gical aid,  the  parts  having  been  perfectly  well  ever  since. 

On  examination  I  fannd  the  skin  cool ;  pulse  70, 
regular,  and  firm,  but  not  hard*;  tongue  natural; 
countenance  indicative  of  much  suffering ;  no  vomiting 
Bince  the  commencement  of  the  attack;  the  right 
inguinal  canal,  and  right  side  of  the  scrotum,  were 
much  distended,  having  precisely  the  form  and  feel  of  a 
swollen  testicle,  and  inflamed  spermatic  cord.  There 
was  no  impulse  on  oonghing. 

Suspicmn  pointed  to  strangulated  hernia,  but  the 
taxis  had  not  the  slightest  effect.-^Ordered  a  warm 
bath,  a  full  dose  of  calomel  and  opium,  with  Antim. 
Pot.  Tart.,  in  one-third  grain  doses  every  four  hours, 
w  10,  a.m. — Matters  just  in  the  same  state ;  pulse  and 
eonntenance  good ;  had  slept  a  little ;  no  vomiting,  but 
nausea,  from  the  medicine;  taxis  again  failed. — ^To 
continue  the  mixture.  Apply  twelve  leeches  to  the 
scrotum,  and  to  have  a  warm  bath  every  four  hours, 
keeping  a  strict  watch  for  any  more  urgent  symptoms 
of  strangulation. 

June  7th. — Still  the  same.  Consultation  with  Mr. 
Hey,  of  Bridport.  -  Both  of  opinion  that,  without  more 
decisive  symptoms  of  strangulation,  a  continuance  of 
the  antiphlogistic  treatment  was  proper. — Ordered 
Tenesection  to  thirty  ounces,  a  strong  puigative  dose 
large  tepid-water  enemata,  and  turpentine  stupes  over 
the  abdomen,  in  case  of  any  tenderness  arising. 

9th. — ^The  patient  continued  in  much  the  same  state, 
and  undergoing  similar  treatment,  getting  weaker,  when 
Stercoraoeous  vomiting  occurred  early  in  the  morning, 
or  during  tiie  night  preceding.  Assisted  by  Mr.  Hey, 
I  at  onoe  operated,  and  found  the  tumour  to  consist 
chiefly  of  omentum,  with  about  eight  inches  of  small 
intestine,  both  intensely  congested.  The  hernia  was 
easily  returned,  the  patient  bearing  the  operation  well 
on  the  whole,  but  there  was  a  considerable  tendency  to 
vyncope. 

K«.  ZXYI.,  DMOttbtr  19,  18SS. 


10th. — Had  a  very  restless  night;  symptoms  of 
rapid  asthenic  peritonitis ;  pulse  150,  and  almost 
imperceptible ;  extremities  cold ;  vomiting  still  steroo- 
raceous ;  no  movement  of  bowels. — Ordered  nine 
leeches  to  the  abdomen,  turpentine  stupes,  and  toler- 
ably full  doses  of  calomel  and  opium  every  three  hours. 
In  the  evening  the  patient  was  worse  in  every  respect ; 
prostration  complete;  bowels  not  moved;  vomiting 
continues. — Ordered  an  aperient  pill  every  hour  until 
the  bowels  act. 

11th.— To  my  surprise  the  patient  feels  relieved  in 
some  measure ;  bowels  have  acted  freely ;  vomiting  not 
so  incessant,  but  still  in  a  state  of  collapse. — Ordered 
six  drachms  of  port  wine  every  hour ;  to  be  supported 
frequently  with  arrowroot,  beef- tea,  &c.,  &c.  In  the 
evening  there  was  little  improvement;  still  great 
tjfmpanitb  and  vomiting ;  state  of  bowels  such  as  to 
require  Mist.  Cretse  cum  Opio  every  third  hour. 

12th. — Improvement  continues;  speaks  cheerfully; 
wound  dressed,  looked  well.  Chalk  mixture  with 
nourishment  to  be  continued. 

13th. — ^Worse ;  alarming  hsematemesis  and  moelena. 
— Ordered  Spr.  Terebinth.,  gtt.  xv.,  tertiis  horis,  with 
chalk  mixture.    To  continue  wine. 

Mth.' — Improving;  hsematemesis,  but  not  so  fre- 
quent. To  go  on  as  before;  wound  dressed,  edges 
have  separated  but  they  look  healthy. 

15th. — Better,  and  continued  to  progress  until  re- 
covery was  complete.  At  the  proper  time  a  well  fitting 
truss  was  adjusted,  and  towards  the  latter*  part  of 
August,  he  returned  to  his  eviployment  of  carter  to  a 
neighbouring  farmer,  with  the  strictest  caution  on  my 
part,  to  take  every  care  of  himself  and  particularly  to 
avoid  all  excess  in  drinking.  Being  from  home  from 
the  26th  to  the  28th  of  August,  I  found  the  patient 
had  died  in  my  absence,  under  the  following  circum- 
stances : — He  had  returned  to  his  work  on  the  22nd, 
and  the  weather  being  very  hot,  he  had  drank  fireely 
of  cider,  more  especially  on  the  26th,  on  which  day  he  was 
seized  with  severe  symptoms  of  entero-peritonitis,  which, 
resisting  all  treatment,  carried  him  off  on  the  28th. 

I  was  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  a  pott-moriem 
examination  of  the  abdomen,  when  I  found  sufficient 
evidence  of  intense  peritonitis  and  enteritis.  One 
band  of  false  membrane  amongst  others,  united  that 
portion  of  the  ileum  which  had  protruded  to  the  inner 
inguinal  ring,  and  Mis  band  waSj  as  well  as  the  adjoMn^ 
bowels  intensely  congested.  No  strangulation  existed 
at  any  part.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Heum,  and 
adherent  to  it,  was  a  ffelaiinouS'looJtmg  mass  as  large  as 
a  hen's  heg,  which  much  resembled  the  white  of  an  egg 
just  commencing  to  coagulate  under  the  influence  of 
heat.  I  have  no  doubt  the  proximate  cause  of  deadi 
was  peritonitis,  brought  on  by  excess  in  dder  drinking, 
during  the  period  of  unwonted  exertion  at  harvest 
season,  and  I  have  deemed  the  case  worthy  of  note, 
in  several  points,  as  for  example : — 

1st.  The  length  of  time  that  ehipsed  ere  decided 

symptoms  of  strangulation  appeared. 
2nd.  The  prolonged  period  of  colUpse  recovered 

from. 
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3rd.  The  aooetsion  of  fatal  inflammatioa  on  ez- 
poaare  to  heat  and  intemperanoe,  aa  affordiog  a  moat 
lueAil  leaaon  in  regard  to  the  extreme  caution  with 
whifch  similar  cases  should  be  regarded,,  even  long 
after  a  socoessful  operation. 

The  whole  case  also  affords  high  encoaragement  to 
practationera  of  the  Nil  Detpermdum  school,  which  bid 
«B  often  to  hope  against  hope,  and  who  directs  ns  not 
only  to  be  most  careful  in  forming  our  plans  for  ftieat* 
ment,  but  also  to  follow  them  up  when  convinced  they  aie 
right,  eren  under  drcumstances  the  most  diacooraging,. 

Charmottth,  October  7,  1852. 


DEATH  FEOM  THE  FOEMATTON  OF  A 
FIBEINOUS  CONCEETION  IN  THE 
HEAET. 

By  W.  GARSTANG,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.L.,  L.A.C.,  btc. 


Ok  the  lOtlr  of  February  last  I  was  requested  to 
visit  Mr.  ,  a  gentleman  64  years  of  age,  who  had 

been  seized  with  erysipelas  of  the  head  and  £Roe.  He 
was  of  a  gouty  diathesis,  and  had  lived  at  all  time^ 
freely.  On  some  occasions  he  had  shown  signs  of 
congestion  of  the  liver,  and  even  of  ascites,  but  these 
attacks  h&d  always  been  removed  by  the  usual  treatment. 
On  the  present  occasioi^  these  last-named  symptoms 
were  combined  with  the  erysipelatous  disorder.  The 
erysipelaa  had  given  rise  to  much  swelling  of  the  head 
and  face.  The  pulse  was  at  94,  and  moderately  full ; 
the  tongue  covered  with  a  thick  fur ;  bowels  costive ; 
motions  deficient  in  bile ;  urine  small  in  quantity,  and 
of  a  high  colour.  I  ordered,  in  the  first  instance,  an 
aperient  of  calomel  and  oolocynth  ;  afterwards  a  mixture, 
containing  antimony  and  nitrate  of  potass,  every  three 
hours.  A  cold  lotion  to  be  applied  to  the  inflamed 
parts.  On  the  following  day  the  urine  deposited  Uthates ; 
the  bowels  acted  well ;  the  tongue  was  clean ;  the  pulse 
at  90;  and  the  inflammation  abating.  Favourable 
symytoms  continued  for  a  fortnight,  and  the  patient 
became  able  to  sit  up  for  several  hours  during  the  day. 
His  diet  was  improved,  and  he  was  allowed  a  small 
quantity  of  sherry  at  dinner.  During  the  course  of 
three  weeks  from  this  point  there  was  not  much  change; 
the  appetite  was  good  ;  the  digestive  functions  were 
performed  well;  the  inflammation  was  gone,  but  the 
system  did  not  seem  to  regain  strength,  and  the  heart's 
action  was  very  feeble,  the  radial  pulse  being  at  80,  and 
weak.  At  the  time  now  named  (five  weeks  from  the 
first  attack,)  the  patient  tooK  a  slight  cold,  and  a  mild 
repetition  of  the  erysipelas,  and  of  the  hepatic  derange- 
ment,  appeared.  These  symptoms,  however,  were 
checked  as  speedily  as  before.  The  appetite  returned, 
and  digestion  seemed  to  be  easily  accomplished ;  and 
yet,  with  all  these  favourable  appearances,  his  strength 
failed,  the  action  of  the  heart,  and  the  respiratory 
movements  gradually  grew  feebler,  and  at  length, 
without  any  sign  of  pulmonary,  cerebral,  or  abdominal 


disease,  these  asthenic  symptoms  tenninated  slowly  in 
death,  just  eleven  weeks  after  the  first  commencement 
of  the  erysipelatous  attack. 

Poit-mortem. — ^With  the  exoq)tion  of  a  slight  en- 
largement of  the  liver,  we  could  find  no  organ  exhibiting 
structural  change.  The  lungs  were  perfectly  healthy. - 
Upon  opening  the  heart,  however,  we  disoorered  what, 
in  my  opinion,  fully  accounts  for  the  gradual  dissolution ; 
a  fibrinous  mass  filled  both  its  right  cavities,  and  sent 
up  large  and  long  branchea  into  the  pulmonary  artaiy 
and  its  ramifications.  The  concretion  was  firm  and 
white,  and  had  an  attachment  to  the  walls  of  the  hmxt 

JUmarit, — I  have  but  few  remarks  to  make  on  this 
interesting  case, ,  and  I  should  probably  never 
thought  of  publishing  it  at  aU,  had  not  my  attention  I 
forcibly  drawn  during  the  last  four  months,  to  oerfaiB 
observations  which  have  been  made  before  the  Medical 
Society  of  London,  by  Mr.  B.  W.  Richardson,  "  On 
the  Fibrinous  Element  of  the  Blood,"  and  which  have 
been  reported  in  the  columns  of  the  Lancet.  1  find 
that  in  a  paper  read  by  Mr.  Richardson,  in  November 
last,  he  thua  observes : — **  Laatly,  in  cases  of  asthenia^ 
where  fibrinous  concretions  exist  in  the  heart,  the  veij 
cessation  of  the  act  of  life  may  be  owing  to  their  pre- 
sence and  gradual  increase,  the  central  organ  of  the  cir- 
culation becoming  literally  choked  by  them. — (Lancefy 
1851,  Tol.  ii.,  p.  515.)  In  January,  again,  the  same 
author  briefly  alluded  to  this  subject,  and  produced 
a  pathological  specimen  which  strongly  supported  has 
views.— (X^mce/.  1852,  vol.  i.,  p.  121.)  And  lastly,  ia 
the  month  of  March,  on  exhibiting  another  heart  in 
which  a  fibrinous  clot  was  found,  he  gave  more  en- 
larged views  on  the  matter,  and  threw  out  the  idea, 
that  during  those  diseases  which  are  known  to  be 
attended  with  an  abnormal  quantity  of  fibrin  in  the 
blood,  it  may  be,  that  some  of  the  overplus  of  fibrin 
is  deposited  on  the  elevated  structures  of  the  moving 
heart,  and  he  concluded  by  saying  that: — "In  aD 
inflammatory  cases  marked  by  great  superfibrinatioB 
of  the  blood,  and  which  end  by  what  is  called  ainkfng, 
it  would  be  interesting  to  learn  how  far  similar  concre- 
tions in  the  heart,  may  be  concerned  in  bringing  aboot 
the  sinking  state. — {Lancet,  1852,  vol.  i.,  p.  355.) 

Now,  without  wishing  to  mention  the  many  theoretical 
points  which  Mr.  Richardson  and  other  physiologiste 
enter  into  with  reference  to'the  formation  of  fibrin. 
Sec,  &c.,  I  cannot  but  observe  that  the  case  wrhich  I 
have  related  above,  afibrds  striking  testimony  as  to  the 
correctness  of  the  opinions  from  which  I  haTO  joat 
quoted.  My  patient  had  snffered  firom  erysipdas,  e 
disease  in  which  the  blood  is  always  superfibrinized,  lie 
sank  in  the  most  gradual  manner,  and  the  autopsy  re- 
vealed no  cause  for  the  sinking,  except  (what  was  surdy 
sufficient)  a  large  fibrinous  concretion  in  the  heart. 

Of  course  the  narrative  of  a  single  case  does  not  go 
far  to  establish  a  new  opinion,  but  perhaps  it  nujr 
excite  others  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  same  sul^ecL. 
I  have  been  puzzled  over  and  over  again,  at  seeing  patieati 
gradually  sink  into  death,  after  some  slight  disoider, 
with  no  evident  disease  that  could  account  for  wndk  a 
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-fleriovs  reenlt.    Now,  if  any  explanation  so  simple  as 

that    given  by  Mr.  Richardson,  should   prove,  after 

farther  research,  to  account  fbr  some  of  these  occur- 

nnoes,  a  great  step  in  the  practice  of  medicine  will 

•certainly  have  been  made.     I  shall  look  forward  for 

further  investigations  on  this  subject  with  exceeding 

interest 

DobcroH,  PaailcwoHh.  newlhncbMter, 
Avgwt,  1813. 


ANOMALOUS   CASE   OF   SCROFULOUS 
ABSCESS  OF  THE  HEART. 

Bt  ROBERT  RANKING,  Esa.,  Hastings. 


Jambs  Ashbndbn,  aged  39  years,  of  remarlcably 
temperate  and  industrious  habits,  by  occupation  a  gar- 
dener, after  having  complained  of  slight  indisposition 
fbr  ten  days,  which  he  attributed  to  having  taken  cold, 
*aaid  for  which  he  had  no  medical  assistance,  was  suddenly 
Attacked  on  the  morning  of  April  28th,  1831,  at  about 
eight  o'clock,  with  the  following  symptoms: — ^vix., 
dyspnoea  and  most  acute  pain  in  tin  chest,  referred 
especially  to  the  region  of  the  heart.  The  countenance 
exceedingly  anxious  and  ghastly,  having*  the  appearance 
of  a  person  suffering  from  extreme  hemorrhage,  cheeks 
and  lips  perfectly  blanched ;  extremities  and  the  whole 
surface  of  the  body  cold  and  imbrued  with  profuse 
dammy  sweat ;  eyes  sunken  ;  incapacity  to  lie  down  ; 
pulse  scarcely  perceptible,  about  70  beats  in  the  minute. 
On  inquiring  into  the  circuibstanoes  of  the  attack,  I 
learned  that,  feeling  himself  indisposed,  he  had,  on  the 
previous  evening,  taken  a  dose  of  Epsom  salts,  which 
had  acted  twice  that  morning ;  that  he  was  in  the  act  of 
stooping  to  pull  some  radishes,  wlien  he  felt  a  degree 
of  faintness  come  over  him,  attended  with  so  much 
-oppression  at  the  chest,  that  he  with  great  difficulty 
got  hom6  and  threw  himself  upon  his  bed.  I  was  sent 
for  in  great  haste,  his  friends  supposing  that  he  was 
dying.  My  assistant  who  first  saw  him,  directed  sinap- 
isms to  be  applied  to  the  chest  and  feet,  and  ordered 
him  a  mixture  with  ether,  ammonia,  and  mistura  cam- 
phone,  a  dose  to  be  taken  every  quarter  of  an  boar. 

Ten  o'clock,  a.m. — No  improvement;  state  of  col- 
lapse extreme. — Ordered  to  take  hot  brandy-and-water 
alternately  with  the  mixture,  and  large  flanneU  wrung 
out  of  very  hot  wa^er  to  be  applied  to'tbe  aims,  legs, 
-and  thighs. 

Twelve  o'clock. — Some  degree  of  reaction;  hands 
and  body  warmer ;  feet  and  legs  still  cold ;  pulse  108, 
-exceedingly  irregular ;  great  oppression  and  disinclina- 
tion to  speak  ;  complains.of  feeling  sick. 

Four  P.M. — Called  to  him  in  great  haste.  Fre- 
quent vomiting ;  great  prostration,  amounting  almost 
to  syncope,  after  each  fit  of  vomiting;  pulse  at  the 
wrist  of  the  same  feeble  character,  and  not  synchronous 
with  the  pulsations  of  the  heart. — ^To  have  carbonate  of 
ammonia  with  lemon-juice,  in  a  state  of  efTervescence, 
.every  two  hours. 


Ten,  P.M. — ^Much  the  same.    Continue  as  before. 

April  29th.— 6  A.M.— Has  passed  a  wretched  night  i 
vomiting  incessantly;  pain  removed  from  the  heart* 
but  very  acute  over  the  right  lobe  of  the  liver.  So 
much  so  that  he  declares  the  least  pressure  would  be 
instant  death.— To  have  a  large  blister  applied  over 
the  puned  part,  and  to  take  Hydrai^.  Subm.,  gr.  i^; 
Polv.  Opii,  gr.  ss.  quarta  quaque  hor&. 

12  o'clock.— Sickness  somewhat  abated;  oppression 
of  chest  much  relieved ;  can  now  take  a  deep  inspiration ; 
pulse  the  same ;  extremities  still  cold. 

Fou»»  KM.-^Sickness  returned  with  great  violence  i 
bowels  have  not  acted«  To  have  a  purgative  enema, 
and  continue  the  calomel  and  opium. 

Ten,  P.M.— Sickness  very  urgent ;  pulse  much  more 
feeble  and  intermitting ;  pain  returned  with  great 
violence;  countenance  extremely  anxious  and  cada- 
verous. Has  all  along  expressed  a  conviction  that  he  is 
a  dying  man. — ^To  continue  the  calomel  and  opium, 
and  to  have  arrowroot  and  brandy  by  teaspoonfuls, 
every  ten  minutes. 

30th. — 7  A.M. — Has  slept  at  intervals  during  the 
night;  says  he  has  little  or  no  pain  anywhere  ;  sickness 
still  very  urgent;  exhaustion  excessive  ;  pulse  scarcely 
perceptible,  and  so  irregular  as  to  be  with  difficulty 
counted;  blistered  surface  covered  with  gangrenout 
patches,  the  size  of  half-a-crown. — ^To  have  Qoia. 
Sulpb.,  gr.  iij. ;  Eztr.  Humuli.,  gr.  iij.,  in  a  pill,  every 
two  hours. 

Twelve,  a.m. — Just  before  taking  the  first  pill,  he 
got  the  yelk  of  an  egg  beat  up  with  wine,  which 
remained  on  the  stomach;  has  since  taken  four  pills^ 
and  several  articles  of  food,  which  have  not  been  re* 
jected ;  pulse  not  improved. — ^To  take  whatever  he  can 
fancy,  provided  it  contains  much  nourishment  in  a  small 
compass ;  and  to  have  Quin.  Snlph.,  gr.  iv.,  secundA 
quaque  hor&. 

Four,  P.M. — Sickness  much  abated;  pulse  more 
regular  and  distinet ;  has  retained  his  food. 

Nine,  p.m. — He  is  very  much  more  comfortable  j 
has  no  sickness,  but  complains  that  everything  he  takes 
is  like  pepper  in  his  stomach. 

May  1st. — 7  a.m. — Much  the  same;  an  indifferent 
night;  bowels  constipated. — To  have  Hydrarg.  Subm., 
gr.  ij. ;  Ext.  Coloc,  gr.  vj.,  in  pil.  ij.,  tertia  quaque 
hor&  donee  alvus  sit  solut. 

Two,  P.M. — Bowels  have  not  acted ;  abdomen  painlU 
and  distended. — The  enema  to  be  repeated. 

Ten,^p.M. — No  evacuation;  no  sickness;  great  pain 
and  distension  of  abdomen  to  be  prevented,  and  to  take 
Ol.  Croton,  gtt.,  j.,  statim,  and  continue  tbe  quinine. 

2nd. — 7  A.M. — Has  had  two  small  evacuations 
from  the  bowels ;  complains  of  great  oppression^  at  the 
praecordia ;  pulse  extremely  weak ;  constant  vomiting. 

Ten,  A.M. — Vomiting  has  again  ceased,  in  other 
respects  he  is  the  sa«ie.-^To  continue  the  quinine  and 
nourishment. 

Four,  P.M. — He  is  sinking.  He  continued  to  sink 
from  this  time,  and  died  between  one  and  two  o'clock  in 
the  rooming  of  May  3rd. 

SeeiiO'Cadavens  fourtttn  houn  pfiw  death.^-'TlM 
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blood  in  the  cuHcalar  veins  was  fluid ;  the  thoracic  and 
abdominal  viscera  warm.  Thorax,-  The  pericardium 
was  much  thickened,  and  distended  with  a  turbid 
yellowish  fluid » in  which  were  floating  numerous  shreds 
of  coagulable  lymph;  the  membrane  was  so  firmly 
adherent  to  the  heart  at  one  part,  that  it  could  not  be 
separated.  The  heart  exhibited  marks  of  excessive 
inflammation,  being  covered  with  flakes  of  coagulable 
lymph  over  its  whole  external  surface,  and  upon 
examining  the  part  where  the  pericardium  was  adhe- 
rent, there  was  an  abscess  imbedded  in  its  muscular 
structure,  containing  nearly  two  ounces  of  scrofulous 
matter;  the  righb  auricle  and  ventricle  bore  marks  of 
inflammation  internally,  the  vessels  of  the  valves  and 
lining  membranes  being  highly  injected.  The  liver, 
spleen,  pancreas,  and  kidneys  were  in  the  same  state  of 
repletion.  The  gall-bladder  was  distended  with  bile, 
and  its  duct  impervious.  The  mucous  lining  of  the 
stomach  and  aliment&ry  canal  was  in  a  state  of  iniSam- 
mation  throughout  its  whole  extent. 

Observations. r-ln.  reflecting  on  this,  case,  and  the 

morbid  appearances    discovered    after  death,   I   have 

sometimes  been  led  almost  to  question  how  far  I  had 

done  everything  for  the  poor  fellow  that  might  have 

been  done,  or  that  the  nature  of  the  case  required; 

whether  blood-letting,  either  generally  or  locally,  might 

have  been  adopted,  with  any  prospect  of  relief,  or  with 

safety.    This  point  was  not  overlooked  at  the  time ;  but 

taking  into  consideration  the  extreme  state  of  collapse 

with  which  the  attack  was  ushered  in,  and  which  con- 

tinned  to  its  termination — a  state  very  much  resembling 

what  we  have  since  seen  in  the  collapse  of  malignant 

cholera,  I  felt  that  any  abstraction  of  blood  would  have 

increased  the  already  frightful  state  of  exhaustion,  and 

hastened  the  fatal  crisis.  The  sunken  eye;  the  blanched, 

ghastly  countenance;  the  indistinct,  fluttering,  irregular 

pulse  ;  the  cold  clammy  state  of  the  whole  surfece  of 

the  body;  and  the  fact,  that  the  blistered  part  ran  so 

rapidly  into  a  gangrenous  state,  all  evidenced  so  strongly 

the  extremely  depressed  state  of  the  vital  powers,  that 

there  appeared  to  me  no  other  hope  of  arresting  the 

progress  of  the  disease,  but  by  getting  the  system  under 

the  influence  of  mercury  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  at 

the  same  time,  supporting  the  vital  powers  by  nutritious 

food,  quinine,  and  diffusible  stimuli. 
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A  SPECIAL  general  meeting  of  the  Bath  and 
Bristol  Branch  of  the  Provincial  Mbdical  and 
Surgical  Association,  was  held  on  Wednesday 
evening,  November  24th,  1852,  at  the  Royal  Western 

Hotel,  Bristol,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  report 

of  the  Council  on  the  case  Bourn  ff.  Cox ;  and  also  for  I      Mr.  Bush  :  I  have  to  wk  ^  mo^T^estkni 
eonsidering  Dr.  Swayne's  moUon  in  referenceto  a'letter  |  the  intention  of  the  Secretaries  that  the  iqiort  i 


published  by  Mr.  John  Barrett  in  a  public  newspaper* 
in  relation  to  the  same  case. 

Mr.  Norman,  of  Bath,  presided  on  the  occasioD. 
And  there  were  also  present  from  the  Bath  district— 
Drs.  Davies  and  Tunstall;  Messrs.  Bagshawe,  J. 
Barrett,  Bartrum,  Brace,  Bush,  Church,  Craog,  Flower, 
George,  Ormond ,  and  Soden.  From  the  Bristol  district— 
Drs.  Budd,  Davey,  O'Brien,  Swayne,  and  Symonds; 
Messrs.  Burroughs,  Bryant,  Coe,  Colthurst,  Collins, 
Estlin,  Godfrey,  Grcen^  Hinton,  Lancaster,  Leonard, 
Lucas,  Macey,  Mayor,  Morgan,  Prichard,  Sawer, 
Sleeman,  Smerdon,  and  H.  Swayne. 

Mr.  CoLTHURST,  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Bristol 
Branch,  read  the  notice  convening  the  meeting,  and 
the  minutes  of  the  last  meetmg. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Bagshawb,  (Bath):  Sir^  I  rise  to  ask,— As 
the  whole  matter  was  referred  to  the  Council,  what  wss 
the  reason  that  some  of  the  speeches  at  the  last  meeting 
were  left  out,  and  others  abbreviated  ?  Mr.  Cox,  SIrr 
has  resigned,  now  he  finds  it  convenient  to  do  so.  I 
was  not  aware  that  I  was  a  member  of  the  Assoriation 
on  the  last  occasion,  having  subscribed  only  the  ^ 
before,  but  I  came  with  Mr.  Field,  as  one  of  tbe 
medical  witnesses  examined  at  the  trial.  I  ask  this 
question,  and  I  ass  prepared  to  make  other  statements 
respecting  this  case. 

Mr.  Wiluam  Bush,  (Bath)  :  I  wish  to  ask  one  or 
two  questions. 

The  President:  We  must  dispose  of  Mr.  Bag- 
shawe's  first. 

Mr.  BasH :  I  think,  Sir,  the  meeting  will  see  the 
propriety  of  allowing  me  to  ask  one  or  two  qoestiaiis 
before  Mr.  Bagshawe  is  answered. 

Mr.  Colthurst  :  Before  answering  Mr.  Bagshawe^ 
or  hearing  Mr.  Bush,  I  beg,  Sir,  to  append  to  the 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting  wMch  have  been  read,  "thst 
the  question  respecting  Mr.  John  Barrett's  letter,  in 
reference  to  the  case  of  Bourn  v.  Cox,  pnblished  in  a 
public  newspaper^  was  adjourned  till  the  next  meeting.'' 
I  omitted  to  read  this  by  inadvertence  jnst  now. 

Mr.  Bush  :  I  do  not  think  ^that  Mr.  Bagshavre  wiD 
object  to  my  questions  being  put  first.  Hie  fiist  T  faase 
to  ask  is,  whether  the  Secretaries  are  provided  with  a 
professed  reporter  of  this  meeting. 

Mr.  Colthurst  :  I  beg  to  say  that  the  awom  so^ 
accredited  reporter  of  the  Bankruptcy  Conrt  <^  tUa 
district  is  present  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  pio- 
ceedings,  and  baring  provided  the  most  acknowledjgedr 
and,  I  believe,  the  only  p^bUdy-recognised  reporter  of 
the  district,  I  conceive  I  have  discharged  myself  of  aay 
responsibility  which  may  be  considered  to  rest  ob  the 
Branch  or  on  the  Secretaries. 

Mr.  Bush  :  I  wish  to  ask  another  question.  I  am 
sorry  to  make  any  allusion  to  the  last  meeting,  bat  I 
think  it  necessary  to  inquire,  whether  the  Secretarka 
have  requested  the  reporter  to  take  a  verbatim  x^ott 
of  all  that  takes  place  on  the  present  occasion  ? 

Mr.  Colthurst  :  Yes;  he  is  instructed  to  take  mtai 
of  all  that  occurs  at  the  present  mecfting. 

Isit 
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by  the  professed  reporter,  is  not  to  be  printed  in  the 
Journal  without  tbe  sanction  of  the  Association  ? 

Mr.  CoLTRURST :  If  that  /jaestion  is  put  to  me  as 
one  of  the  Secretaries,  all  I  have  to  say  is,  that  this  is 
a  branch  of  the  General  Association,  and  no  report  has 
yet  been  published  by  us  in  any  paper  not  belonging  to 
that  body.  The  reporter  was  brought  here  officially  on 
the  last  occasion,  in  consequence  of  the  comments  on 
Mr.  Cox's  conduct  which  appeared  in  the  Journal^ 
where  the  whole  case  was  published,  and  in  which  the 
following  remarks  were  made.  Those  remarks  having 
been  made.  We  were  of  opinion,  that  whatever  occurred 
respecting  this  case  in  this  branch,  should  be  decidedly 
made  public  through  the  Journal,  I  will  just  read  the 
last  paragraph  of  the  article  which  appeared  in  the 
Journal  of  October  13th : — *'  It  is  clear  that  the  pro- 
fession, and  more  particularly  the  Provincial  Medical 
•and  Surgical  Association,  must  either  support  Mr.  Cox 
as  an  aggrieved  member  of  their  body,  or  they  must 
affirm  the  truth  of  the  verdict  given  by  the  Jary. 
The  facts  of  the  cas^  were  to  have  been  brought  before 
"the  Bath  and  Bristol  Branch  meeting  of  the  Association 
on  Thursday  last ;  and  we  are  quite  sure,  thodgh  we  have 
not  heard  the  result,  that  Mr.  Cox  will  have  received 
that  treatment  from  them  which  his  case  demands." 
These  are  the  Editorial  remarks  which  appeared  in  the 


-same  number  of  the  Joftmal  which  published  Mr.  Cox's 
«wn  letter  on  the  subject  of  his  case,  and  which  also 
stated  that  that  letter  did  not  free  him  in  the  slightest 
degree  from  the  imputation  which  had  been  cast  upon 
him  of  having  acted  most  imprudently  and  improperly 
as  a  member  of  the  Association.  This  being  the  case, 
the  Journal  called  on  the  Bath  and  Bristol  Branch 
either  to  free  Mr.  Cox,  or  to  confirm  the  truth  of  the 
▼erdict  which  had  been  given  against  him.  I  conceive, 
then,  that  the  report  which  was  taken  for  us  by  the 
special  reporter,  was  not  taken  for  our  special  use  as  a 
branch,  but  generally  for  the  information  of  the  mem- 
bars  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association, 
«nd  as  our  ordinary  pioceedings  are  reported  in  the 
Journal,  there  was  not  the  slightest  reason  to  suppose 
that  this  matter  should  not  appear  in  the  Journal  also. 
For  my  own  part,  unless  it  were  otherwise  ruled,  I 
should  conceive  it  my  duty  to  this  branch,  and  to  the 
Association  generally,  to  transmit  the  report  of  what- 
-cver  transpires  here  to  Worcester,  for  publication  in 
the  Journal, 

Mr.  John  Barrktt  (Bath) :  Sir,  with  Mr.  Bag- 
shawe's  permission,  I  say  that  this  is  no^answer  to  Mr. 
Bush's  question.  There  has  been  no  charge  brought 
against  the  Secretaries  respecting  the  report  which  has 
been  published ;  but  the  question  refers  to  the  report 
of  the  present  meeting,  and  the  answer  is,  that  the  re- 
port taken  by  the  reporter  is  to  be  published  without 
the  sanction  of  this  branch. 

Mr.  GoLTBCRST :  I  think  the  Secretary  has  answered 
very  distinctly  that  the  report  is  to  be  published  in  the 
Journal,  unless  the  gentlemen  present  refuse  that  it 
should  be,  or  decline  to  sanction  such  a  course.  I  have 
said  this  previously,  and  I  have  to  state  distinctly,  that 
the  Secretaries  will  consider  it  their  duty  to  publish  the 


report  in  the  Jonmal   unless  the  gentlemen  present 
request  that  it  should  not  be  so. 

Mr.  Babiutt  :  Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  ask,— 
Is  the  leading  article  in  the  Journal  authoritative? 
Does  it  express  the  opinion  of  the  Assodation  ?  Does 
it  come  with  the  authority  of  the  Association  ?  Or  if 
it  to  be  considered  as  the  article  of  the  Editor  only  ? 

The  Pbesiubnt  :  The  article  is  the  productioB  of 

the  Editor  of  the  Journal  alone,  and  goes  for  no  more.^ 

Mr.  Colthurst:  The  only  rule  of  the  Associatioa 

that  I  am  aware  of,  applicable  to  the  publication^),  is 

this, — '*  That  the  Council  consist  of  a  President  and 

members,  to  be  selected  from  the  principal  provin* 
cial  towns.  The  Council,  with  whom  must  rest  the 
chief  responsibility  of  pubUration,  to  have  full  power 
of  deciding-on  all  papers  transmitted,  and  the  consent 
of  three  of  its  members  must  be  ohtatned  before  any 
paper  can  be  published."  This  is  the  only  role  of  the 
Association  with  regard  to  publications ;  but  since  iti 
adoption  the  Journal  has  been  established,  and  there- 
fore there  are  no  rules  at  all  applicable  to  our  fortnightly 
publication.  It  is,  however,  considered  that,  ss  the 
Editor  of  thei* Journal  was  appointed  by  the  Association, 
he  is  responsible  to  the  Association  and  not  to  the 
Council. 

Mr.  J.  Barrett:  I  then  understand,  that  the 
editorial  articles,  in  the  Journal  do  not  appear  oil  the 
authority  of  the  Council,  but  merely  as  the  articles  hi 
any  other  journal.  That  is  the  point  on  which  I  vrish 
to  be  certain. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Bagshawe  :  I  wish  to  ask  why  the  re- 
port of  the  last  meeting  was  published,  while  the  case 
of  Mr.  Cox  was  tub  Judiee,  and  why  some  speedies 
were  left  out  altogether  in  that  report,  and  some  others 
were  curtailed  ? 

Mr.  Colthurst  :  The  report  of  the  procedings  at 
the  last  meeting  was  sent  to  the  Journal  to  set  forth  the 
facts  of  the  case  as  far  as  they  were  gone  into  by  tiiis 
branch,  and  for  the  steps  which  were  taken  to  procure 
the  report  of  the  last  meeting,  the  resporsibility  so  far 
rests  with  myself.  The  reporter  was  requested  to  ghre 
a  general  outline  of  the  facts  of  the  case  as  far  as  they 
came  before  the  meeting,  with  the  view  of  putting 
before  the  Association  generally,  the  opinions  which 
were  expressed  by  this  branch.  He  was  not  desired 
to  give  all  that  transpired,  tot  dem  verbis :  and  there- 
fore, after  the  meeting  he  transmited  to  me  the  report, 
which  was  sent  to  the  Journal  without  the  slightest 
alteration  or  addition.  I  am ,  literally  speaking,  incorrect 
in  this  statement,  inasmuch  as  the  reporter  left  a  blank 
in  two  instances,  of  part  of  a  word,  which  I  supplied. 
It  was  a  technical  term  ending,  as  the  reporter  stated 
to  me,  in  ''  mosis,"  and  of  which  he  was  not  sure ;  and 
I  supplied  the  blanks  he  had  left,  by  rendering  th^ 
word  "phimosis,"  (Laughter.)  With  this  exception, 
the  manuscript  was  forwarded  by  me  to  the  Journal  in 
the  precise  stattf  in  which  it  reached  my  hands.  (Hear, 
hear.)  Since  the  last  meeting,  and  before  the  Council 
meeting  was  held,  one  of  the  members  of  this  branch 
applied  to  me,  and  asked  the  same  question  which  has 
been  put  by  Mr.  Bagshawe.    He  wished  to  know  why  the 
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speech  of  Dr.  Budd  only  on  one  view  taken  of  Mr. 
Cox's  case,  had  been  reported.  I  therefore,  applied  to 
the  reporter  to  know  his  reason  for  the  omission,  and 
and  to  ascertain  the  precise  sequence  in  which  each 
^ndiridaal  spoke.  He  gave  me  this  list  to  show  why  he 
had  condoded  his  report  with  the  statement,  "  that 
Mr.  Godfrey,  disagreeing  with  the  view  taken  by  the 
last  speaker  [Dr.  Budd] ,  moved  '  That  the  whole  sub- 
ject with  regard  to  Mr.  Cox  be  referred  to  the  Council, 
with  a  request  to  them  to  report  on  it  to  the 
next  quarterly  meeting.'  Dr.  Symonds  seconded  this 
proposition,  which,  after  a  lengthened  discuseion,  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative."  He  stated,  Sir,  to  me, 
from  his  note-book,  that  after  Dr.  Budd'«  speech,  which 
was  reported,  Mr.  Godfrey  moved  his  resolution,  and 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Norman  (the  President.)  Dr. 
Symonds  seconded  Mr.  Godfrey's  motion ;  Dr.  Budd 
spoke  again;  Mr.  Godfrey  spoke  again;  Dr.  Budd 
spoke  again  (laughter) ;  Dr.  Symonds  spoke  again ;  Dr. 
O'Brien  spoke ;  Mr.  John  Barrett  spoke ;  Mr.  Coe 
made  an  observation ;  Dr.  Davies  spoke ;  the  President 
(Mr.  Norman)  spoke;  Mr.  Green  spoke;  Dr.  Budd 
spoke  again ;  Mr.  Godfrey  spoke  again  (laughter) ;  Mr. 
Coe  made  his  speech ;  Mr.  Godfrey  spoke  again ;  Mr. 
Coe  spoke  again  (laughter) ;  Mr.  Godfrey  spoke  again ; 
Mr.  Coe  spoke  again  (renewed  laughter) ;  Dr.  Symonds 
spoke  again;  the  President  put  the  resolution;  Mr. 
Stone  spokes  Mr.  Cox  spoke;  Dr.  Tunstall  spoke; 
Mr.  Godfrey  spoke  again  (laughter) ;  Dr.  Budd  spoke 
again  (renewed  hiughter);  Mr.  Macey  spoke;  Mr. 
Soden  spoke;  Mr.  Coe  spoke  again  (laughter);  the 
Secretary  read  the  22nd  rule  of  the  Association ; 
and  the  resolution  was  then  put  and  carried.  (Applause 
and  laughter.)  The  reporter  stoted  to  me  also,  that 
upon  looking  over  his  notes  he  considered  he  had  given 
the  substance  of  all  that  transpired,  and  that  it  was  far 
better  to  conclude  as  he  did,  rather  than  to  put  in  all 
the  interlocutory  speeches  and  observations  which  were 
made  after  the  addresses  which  he  had  given  in  full. 
That  is  so  far  my  answer  to  the  gentleman  who  applied 
to  me.  The  same  question  has  been  put  by  Mr.  Cox, 
and  is  now  repeated  by  Mr.  Bagshawe,  and  1  have  only 
the  same  answer  to  make  to  them.  I  may  say,  however, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  representations  which  have 
been  made  to  me,  I  have  requested  the  reporter  to 
make  a  verbatim  report  of  all  that  transpires  at  the 
present  meeting,  and  to  transmit  it  to  the  Secretaries, 
so  that  the  whole  of  the  remarks  which  may  be  made, 
may  apppear  in  print,  if  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of 
the  Association.     (Applause.) 

The  Pr^sidbnt  :  I  may  say,  that  as  it  appears  from  the 
list  that  has  been  read  that  some  of  the  members  were 
allowed  to  speak  two  or  three  times  on  the  last  occasion. 
I  think  it  could  not  have  been  two  or  three  speeches  on 
the  point  that  these  gentlemen  made.  It  must  have 
been  asking  questions  or  making  observations  that 
brought  them  up  so  often.  However,  it  will  be  very 
wholesome  if  we  take  care  this  evening  that  no  one 
speaks  more  than  once.     (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Baoshawb  :  I  thmk  my  question  has  not  been 
answered.    The  matter  of  Mr.  Cox  was  refeired  to  the 


Council  at  the  last  meeting,  at  which  Mr.  Cox,  as  wdl 
as  Mr.  John  Barrett  made  use  of  certain  names  wluck 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  case.  I  attended  here  as  a 
stranger  on  that  occasion ;  and  I  heard  Mr.  Cox  refer 
to  the  Jury  before  whom  the  case  was  tried.  Now,  be 
might  have  stated  that  two  of  the  Jury  were  retired 
medical  men,  that  one  of  them  was  a  major  in  the 
army,  another  a  great  brewer,  and  that  anotiier  was  a 
large  landholder;  all  residing  out  of  the  city.  Heabs 
related  a  conversation  stated  to  have  taken  place 
between  Mr.  Harries  and  Mr.  Barter,  which  Mil 
Harries  denies;  and  Mr.  John  Barrett  stated  that  he 
had  a  conversation  with  a  witness  at  the  trial  named 
Biggs,  which  Mr.  Biggs  also  denies. 

The  President:  I  should  be  loath  to  interCen 
with  Mr.  Bagshawe  in,  askuig  any  question;  bat 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  have  nothing  before  ns  till  tte 
report  of  the  Council  is  reftd.     (Hear,  near.) 

Mr.  John  Barbbtt  :  May  I  not  correct  the  remsks 
which  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Bagshawe  respecting  mtl 

The  Prx&iosnt  :  I  think  not  now.  We  have  been 
sitting  here  for  half  an  hour,  and  nothing  has  bea 
done  but  conversation.  I  think  if  we  read  the  report 
of  the  Council  there  wiU  be  something  before  the 
meeting.  The  Secretary,  I  understand,  has  no  further 
answer  to  give  to  Mr.  Bagshawe. 

Mr.  CoLTHUBST  then  read  the  following 

Report  qf  the  Council  re  JBoemie  t.  Cojt, 

Gentlemen, — Your  resolution  of  the  27th  October^ 
in  which  yon  referred  the  whole  subject  with  r^aid  t» 
Mr.  Cox  to  the  Council  for  its  examination,  having  left 
it  open  to  them  to  report  thereon  eather  to  the  not 
quarterly  meeting,  or  ta  another  meeting  to  be  spccsalhf 
convened,  your  Council,  mindful  of  your  great  anxiety 
to  learn  the  whole  truth  before  consenting'  to  the  jostior 
of  the  stigma  cast  upon  a  brother  member,  have  lost  d» 
time  in  instituting  the  inquiry  directed  by  yott,  tai 
have  called  you  together  this  evenmg  to  hear  tiie  rutSt 

Your  Council  would  premise  that,  with  tlie  view  of 
carrying  out  your  instructiona  '*  to  examine  the  whole 
subject  with  regard  to  Mr.  Cox,"  they  determined  ta 
hold  their  meeting  in  Bath,  the  residence  of  Mr.  Cox 
and  the  several  witnesses;  and  accordinglj  iasoed  a 
note  to  each  individual  who  was. supposed  to  be  aUe  ts 
give  information  on  the  subject,  requesting  their  attend- 
ance at  the  Council  meeting  to  be  held  on  Nor,  I'ilh* 
at  the  Bath  General  Hospital,  whilst  to  Mr.  Cox  hbi* 
self  was  sent  the  following  note : — 

"  41,  Gay  Street,  Not.  8,  1852. 

<'Sir,--On  behalf  of  the  Council  of  the  Bath  ssd 
Bristol  Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  aad  Sugn^ 
Association,  I  have  to  request  you  to  attend  ^Uv 
•meeting  at*  the  Bath  General  Hospital  on  Friday  r  1 1  idnj 
next,  at  half-past  six  precisely,  with  Mr.  I^wxeaoe,.  J 
yovr  books,  and  such  other  evidence  bearini^  tm  the 
professipnal  facts  of  the  case,  '  Bourn  »•  Caz,'  as  yea 
may  please  to  adduce. 

**  The  court  being  a  '  court  of  honor,'  it  vriU  be  pce> 
posed  that  Mrs.  Bourn,  Messrs.  Gibbs,  Conazha,  Tsfi^ 
and  Harries  be  examined,  and  state  the  fiscts  rdatmge 
the  professional  part  of  the  case  within  their  tanuwk^y 
and  that  Messrs.  Skeate,  Fi^d,  Bagshawe,  and  ~ 
attend,  that,  if  it  be  desired,  they  may  niterm 
opinions  given  by  them  before  the  Comtj  Conit. 
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**  I  tkink  it  but  right  to  let  you  know  that  if  you 
please  the  reporter  of  the  Bath  Journal  can  supply  you 
mi\h  a  ?erbatim  report  of  the  proceedings  on  that  trial. 
"  I  remain,  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

**  J.  S.  Bartrum. 

"  Hononry  Seeretary  Batb  Branch. 

*'W.  A.  Cox,  Esq." 

Pursuant  to  the  notice,  the  meeting  was  held,  and 
'the  following  members  of  your  Council  attended,  viz., 
Geo.  Norman,  Esq.,  President,  in  the  chair ;  Messrs. 
Symonds,  M.D.,  Ormond,  Morgan,  Estlin,  Budd, 
M.D.,  Flower,  Colthnrst,  Davies,  M.D.,  Church, 
Clark,  Bartrum,  Hodges,  M.D.,  Swayne,  M.D., 
Creorge,  Smerdon,  and  John  Soden. 

Before,  however,  your  Council  could  enter  on.  its 
1>usiness  Mr.  Cox  stepped  forward,  and  presented  the 
following  letter  to  the  President  :— 

-**  To  George  Norman^  Esq,,  Prendeni  of  the  Bath 
and  Bristol  Branch  of  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association, 

**  Sir, — The  Council  have  determined  to  open  my 
case  anew,* and  to  call  before  it  witnesses  whose  sole 
wish  is  to  condemn  and  injure  me,  and  who  would  not 
before  such  a  tribunal  be  under  the  restraints  which 
Att-end  an  examination  in  a  Court  of  Law,  and  might 
therefore  give  unbridled  license  to  their  ill  feeling,  has 
taken  a  course  which  is  beyond  its  jurisdiction,  and  is 
manifestly  unjust  to  m3r8elf.  I  therefore  avail  myself 
-of  this  mode  of  offering  a  few  observations  upon  its 
proceedings  in  the  matter. 

**  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  case  has  been  fully 
investigated  as  against  me  before  a  Court  of  Law ;  and 
that  there,  upon  the  statements  of  medical  men,  I  was 
.accused  of  having  trumped  up  a  bill,  of  having  set  forth 
such  a  combination  of  diseases  as  had  not  been  known 
to  co-exist,  and  as  could  not  be  cured  in  the  time ;  in 
ikct,  of  having  wilfully  and  deliberately  lied  in  this  bill 
for  the  most  execrable  purposes.       It  will  also  be 
remembered  that  those  statements  of  the  medical  men, 
although  so  unanimously  and  unhesitatingly  made  at 
the  trial,  were  abandoned  as  untenable  and  incorrect 
within  a  few  days  afterwards;  that  after  openly  publicly 
branding  me  as  the  designing  concoctor  of  an  ignorant 
and  lying  bill,  it  privately  admittec^  that  the  ignorance 
and  inaccuracy  of  §tatement  lay  in  the  testimony  which 
had  been  given  upon  oath.     This  was  the  position  of 
the  case  when  it  was  brought  before  the  Society. 
«    "  At  the  first  meeting  upon  the  subject  I  opened  the 
matter  as  fully  as  possible,  and  exposed  my  book  to 
examination,  not  because  I  thought  that  I  was.  bound 
so  to  submit  myseif,  for  I  conceive  I  mifi:ht  have  taken 
as  of  right  much  higher  ground ;  but  because  I  was 
above  disguise,  and  wished  so  to  act.     I  then  took  up 
the  adverse  medical  testimony  given  at  the  trial,  analy- 
sing, examining,  and  refuting  it  in  every  point,  except 
that  as  to  the  amount  of  charge.     This  I  did  in  the 
presence  of  three  of  the  adverse  medical  witnesses,  and 
not  one  of  them,  nor  any  other  member  in  attendance, 
advanced  a  single  word  in  defence  or  support  of  the 
opinions  so  confidently  given  at  the  trial,   that   the 
diseases  could  not  coexist,  could  not  be  cured  in  the 
time  stated,  apd  that  the  treatment  described  was  im- 
proper.    Before  those  unacquainted  with  the  principles 
of  our  profession,  the  adverse  medical  witnesses  had 
been  loud  and  confident,  but  before  a  meeting  of  its 
members  they  were  dumb.     Three-fourths  of  the  case 
thus  fell  to  the  ground.     Here,  then,  the  Society  had 
before  it  a  member  who  had  erred  in  judgment,  and 
had  candidly  acknowledged  that  error,  but  who,  by  false 
testimony,  had  been  untruly  held  forth  to  the  world  as 
guilty  of  wilful  and  deliberate  lying  and  deceit,  and  of 
incapacity  in  his  profession  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  much 
^  consideration  by  the  Society,  that  the  previous  conduct  [ 


of  this  member  was  not  only  unchallenged,  but  acknow- 
ledged to  be  honourable  and  honest  by  his  opponents. 
Did  not  justice  and  conscience,  then,  demand  of  the 
meeting  that  they  should  free  his  character  from  those 
false  aspersions,  and  so  far  as  the  power  of  the  Society 
extended,  nullify  the  effect  of  the  publication  and 
circulation  of  those  false  statements.  Was  I  only  an 
offending  party,  or  a  greatly  injured  one  also  .*  Was 
my  offence  .to  be  punished,  and  my  injuries  to  remain 
unmittigated  ?     Let  us  see. 

**  Some  of  the  medical  witnesses  at  the  trial  have,  to 
my  knowledge,  been  industriously  employed,  in  and  out 
of  the  town,  in  endeavouring  to  raise  a  party  against  me 
not  to  institute  a  fair  investigation,  with  a  view  to  elicit 
truth,  but  to  carry  out  their  predetermination  to  drive 
me  ont  at  practice  here,  if  possible.  And  these  efforts 
have  been  continued  in  the  meetings  of  the  Society, 
for  (unfortunately)  the  Bath  Secretary  of  the  Society  is 
one  of  the  most  active  in  these  attempts,  and  the  case 
has,  in  fact,  been  thus  drawn  and  driven  to  this  point, 
that  I  cannot  be  cleared  without  leaving  a  great  amount 
of  odium  upon  him  and  others  connected  with  him. 
For  this  state  of  things  I  am  not  accountable,  neither 
ought  I  to  suffer,  but  I  find  it  is  intended  that  I  shall  be 
made  to  bear  the  consequences,  so  far  as  the  Society  is 
concerned. 

*'  As  a  proof  of  this,  open  to  the  observation  of  all, 
I  may  notice  that  a  report  taken  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  meeting,  which  was  expressly  authorised  as  the  con* 
fidential  report  of  the  Association,  is  in  violation  of  the 
implied  faith  that  it  shall  therefore  be  used  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Society  only,  inserted  without  authority, 
in  a  garbled  shape,  in  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  portions  favourable  to  myself,  and 
others  unfavourable  to  Mr.  Bartrum,  in  the  strongest 
and  most  decided  terms;  being  omitted. 

*'  For  instance,  there  is  an  entire  omission  of  Mr. 
Norman's  remarks  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  in  which 
he  pointedly  showed  the  inaccuracy  of  ^he  statements  of 
the  adverse  medical  witnesses,  and  quoted  authorities 
in  support  of  his  views.  Again,  in  the  omission  of  the 
observations  of  Dr.  Davis,  when  citing  his  experience 
in  the  hospitals  of  Paris,  as  having  frequently  met  with 
such  a  combination  of  diseases  as  had  been  described  by 
me ;  and  who,  as  he  said,  could  account  for  the  state- 
ments of  the  medical  witnesses  only  upon  the  suppo- 
sition that  they  had  forgotten  what  they  must  have 
often  witnessed.  And  the  entire  omission  of  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Grodfrey,  which  was  a  complete  answer,  in  my 
favor,  to  the  specious  observations  of  Dr.  Budd. 

*'  A  further  proof  of  the  same  kind  is,  that  a  notice 
was  inserted  in  the  Bristol  Gazette,  published  the 
Thursday  after  the  meeting,  promising  a  report  or 
further  particulars. 

*'  A  third  proof  I  may  mention,  is  the  notice  I  have 
received  from  the  Bath  Secretary,  to  attend  this  meeting, 
in  which  he  informs  me  it  will  be  proposed  to  examine 
some  witnesses  at  the  trial  others  not  then  called,  and 
amongst  the  latter,  in  outrage  of  all  the  decencies  of 
society,  the  attorney  who  was  employed  against  me  at 
that  trial. 

«But  I  feel  that  these  indications,  strong  as  they 
are,  are  yet  not  equal  to  that  hostility  which  is  described 
to  me  as  existing  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  Society, 
and  of  which,  as  I  have  ahready  stated,  it  is  intended 
I  should  bear  the  consequences. 

'•However,  the  adoption  by  the  Council  of  this 
motion,  shows  their  intention  to  travel  beyond  the 
question  committed  to  them  by  the  Society,  and  advises 
me  to  resign  my  membership  in  the  Society,  and  I 
therefore  here  resign  that  membership,  and  so  frustrate 
the  hostile  desire  of  the  authors  of  the  tootion.  I  thus 
quit  the  Society,  and  although  I  cannot  obtain  from  it 
that  benefit  and  assistance  I  might  have  expected,  yet  I 
leave  it  with  the  conviction  that  not  one  of  the  charges 
which  I  have  denied  and  rebutted,  both  in  person  and 
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by  thk  letter,  has  an  abiding  place  in  the  mind  of  any 
member  who  is  free  from  the  bias  of  passion  in  the 
natter. 

**  One  duty  remains — a  pleasing  one  amongst  all  this 
unfortunate  strife  and  turmoil — to  thank  those  gentle- 
man in  the  Society  who  have  distinguished  between 
error  in  judgment  and  immorality,  between  a  predpitate 
step  and  a  deliberate  fraud,  and  have  had  the  generosity 
and  courage  to  express  their  convictions  in  behalf  of 
one  whom  some  others  would  have  hallooed  on  to 
destruction,  and  friom  my  heart  I  thank  them. 
"  I  am,  Sirj  your  obedient  servant, 
--  "W.A.  COX. 

M&4,  New  King  Street, 

"  November  12,  1852." 

Whereupon  your  Council  (having  heard  the  letter 
re-read  by  the  Secretary,  and  duly  considered  it,  para- 
graph by  paragraph)  unanimously  agreed  that  although 
the  witnesses  were  in  attendance,  it  would  not  be 
desirable  to  examine  them  in  the  absence  of  the  accused. 
They  moreover  resolved  that  (indifferent  as  they  were 
to  the  insinuations  contained  in  Mr.  Cox's  letter  as  to 
their  own  motives  and  intentions,)  they  could  not 
separate  without  distinctly  repudiating  his  accusations 
against  their  Secretaries,  and  expressing  their  opioion 
that  the  whole  tone  and  character  of  his  letter  were 
such  as  to  dispel  any  regret  they  might  otherwise  have 
felt  at  Mr.  Cox  thus  evading  an  investigation  which 
(though  of  a  more  searching  character  than  he  probably 
expected  at  the  time  he  accepted  the  reference  to  their 
tribunal,)  was  intended  to  ascertain  (as  shown  by  the 
resolution  of  your  meeting  of  Oct.  27th,)  whether  Mr. 
Cox  could  be  cleared  from  the  stigma  already  laid  upon 
him  by  the  verdict  of  the  Bath  County  Court.  The 
letter,  with  its  many  unfounded  and  malicious  assertions^ 
has  left  upon  their  minds  a  more  painful  impression 
with  regard  to  Mr.  Cox's  conduct  in  the  whole  trans- 
iction  than  anything  hitherto  brought  to  their  notice. 
(Much  applause.) 

The  P&BSiDBNT :  Does  any  one  more  the  adoption 
of  the  report  ?  If  it  is  moved  and  seconded,  we  shall 
have  it  before  us  to  discuss. 

Mr.  GoDFRBT  (Bristol) :  To  save  time,  Sir,  I  will 
move  the  adoption  of -the  report  pro  formd, 

Mr.  Crang  (Timsbury) :  I  will  second  that. 

The  President  ;  Mr.  Crang  is  a  member  of  the 
Council,  'I  believe,  and  this  is  the  report  of  the  Council 
whic|]i  he  has  seconded. 

Mr.  Cob  (Bristol) :  I  shall  be  most  happy,  Sir,  to 
second  the  adoption  of  the  report.  I  do  not,  however, 
wish  to  make  any  observationa  at  present,  and  I  suppose 
I  may  speak  afterwards. 

The  Prbsident  :  Certainly, 

Mr.  Bush  :  If  I  understood  rightly  just  now.  Sir, 
each  individual  was  only  to  speak  once,  except  the 
proposer  of  a  resolution.  I  wish  to  know  if  that  is  so, 
or  whether  we  are  to  give  the  seconder  the  right  to  be 
heard  again. 

The  President  :  It  is  usual,  I  believe,  to  allow  the 
mover  and  seconder  of  a  resolution  to  speak  twice. 

Mr.  Bryant  (Bristol)  :  I  beg  to  second  the  motion 
then,  Sir,  if  Mr.  Coe  wishes  to  speak  afterwards,  and 
there  is  any  doubt  about  his  right. 

The  Prbsidbnt  :  Upon  reoUection,  I  think  that  is 
the  proper  course.     The  proposer^  generally  assigns 


some  reasons  in  support  of  his  motion,  and  he  is 
entitled  to  reply  to  any  objections  which  may  be  wrgei 
against  it ;  but  not  the  seconder. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Bartrum  (Secretary  to  the  Bath  Brandi) : 
After  the  report  whuh  has  been  read,  Sir,  I  feel  it  dne^ 
to  the  Association  to  lay  a  plain  statement  of  facts  as 
regards  the  Bath  Secretary  before  the  meeting.  I 
stand  here  utterly  as  unconsdous  of  having  aeted 
towards  Mr.  Cox  with  any  hostile  feeling  as  an  nnbocn 
babe.  I  went  into  the  witness-box  to  say  what  I 
thought  of  the  case;  and  I  have  nothing  now  to  add  or 
to  alter  in  the  evidence  I  then  gave.  In  relation  to  the 
Bristol  meeting,  I  consulted  yourself,  Sir,  as  the 
President  of  the  branch ;  Mr.  Clark,  the  Presideot- 
Elect;  and  Dr.  Symonds,  a  past  President;  and  yen 
were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  case  should  be 
investigated.  I  accordingly,  in  my  official  capacity, 
without  fear,  favour,  or  affection,  endeavoured  to 
obtain  such  evidence  as  would  put  the  whole 
before  the  Council,  and  that  they  might  tl^^reby  i 
to  correct  judgtbent  upon  it.  With  this  view  I  pro* 
cured  the  statement  made  by  the  mother  of  the  young 
man,  and  also  his  own  written  statement  (whidi  under 
the  circumstances  would  be  received  as  evidence  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery)  that  eighteen  mixtures  alone  were 
supplied  to  him,  and  that  he  only  saw  Blr.  Cox  twelve 
times. 

Dr.  Dayies  (Bath)  :  Ought  we  to  go  into  this  ? 

The  President:  I  think  Mr.  Bartarum  is  now 
stating  evidence  which  the  Council  would  not  hsvs 
heard.'' 

Mr  Bartrum:  Very  well,  Sir,  I  will  of  couzse 
withdraw  it.  I  have  merely  alluded  to  the  matter  to 
bear  myself  out  that  my  only  reason  for  proceeding  as 
I  did  was  that  the  subject  should  be  fully  investigated; 
and  that  Mr.  Cox  should  have  the  fairest  opportunity 
possible  of  knowing  the*  line  of  investigation  that  was 
to  be  pursued,  I  wrote  the  note  to  him  which  yon  hast 
heard  to-day  ;  so  that  there  should  not  be  the  shadow 
of  suspicion  of  treating  him  unjustly.  With  regafd  to 
odium  and  hostility  towards  Mr.  Cox,  it  is  as  absent 
from  my  mind  as  I  beMeve  it  possible  to  be.  I  r^B> 
diate  it  altogether  as  towards  him  and  every  oUicr 
member  cf  the  Association.  My  course  has  been  to 
act  with  simple,  plain,  and  unmitigated  justice,  and  I 
repudiate  any  personal  feeling  whatever  in  the  matter. 
Having  said  so  much,  l^ir,  I,  with  confidence,  leave  the 
case  in  the  hands  of  the  Association.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  William  Bush  (Bath)  :  Mr.  President,  I  wish 
to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  case.  I  am  not  respon- 
sible for  this  letter  of  Mr.  Cox's ;  but  stilll  cannot 
conceive  that  the  Council,  or  rather  this  Assodstion, 
will  arrive  at  so  harsh  a  resolution  as  is  indicated  in 
that  report,  without  hearing  what  may  be  offered  In 
defence  of  Mr.  Cox.  It  is  my  intention.  Sir,  to  go 
over  the  several  clauses  in  Mr.  Cox's  letter  to  the 
Association ;  but,  firat  of  aU,  I  may  state  that  thatkttsr 
was  written,  to  my  knowledge,  in  a  Tery  hanied 
manner;  and  I  ought  also  to  say  that  I  saw  it  in  s 
rough  way  some  twenty  or  four  and  twenty  boon 
before  it  was  handed  in  to  you.    There  wne  may 
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partB  of  tbiit  letter  to  which  I  objected,  and  which  I 
regret  should  have  been  inserted ;  bat.  Sir,  taking  it  as 
Ik  whole  with  one  or  two  exceptions — one,  for  instance, 
relatmg  to  the  Coundl  of  the  Association— I  cannot 
see  any  very  great  objection  to  it.  I  will,  if  you 
please.  Sir — and  I  hope  I  shall  not  take  up  too  mncb 
time  in  going  orer  the  yarioos  subjects— take  clause 
number  one  in  Mr.  Cox's  letter,  wiiich  is  this,— <'  The 
Council  halving  determined  to  open  my  case  anew,  and 
to  call  before  it  witnesses  whosb  sole  wish  is  to  condemn 
and  injure  me,  and  who  would  not,  before  such  a  tribunal, 
be  under  the  restraints  which  attend  an  examination  in 
s  court  of  law,  and  might,  therefore,  give  unbridled 
license  to  their  ill  feeling,  has  taken  a  course  which  is 
beyond  its  jurisdiction,  and  is  manifestly  unjust  to 
myself.  I  therefore  avail  myself  of  this  mode  of 
offering  a  few  observations  upon  its  proceedings  in  the 
matter."  Mr.  Cox  laboured  under  the  impression,  as 
I  did  myself,  when  that  letter  was  forwarded  by  him  to 
Mr.  Bartrum,  that  the  Council  had  consented  to  call 
additional  witnesses  before  them  ;  and  the  letter  which 
was  read  by  Mr.  Colthurst  just  now  (written  by  Mr. 
Bartrum),  appears  at  first- sight  to  confirm  that  opinion. 
I  should  like  to  ask,  for  I  am  not  positive  on  the  point, 
whether  the  Council  did  not  have  a  meeting  vtry 
shortly  after  the  last  meeting  of  the  Association,  and 
before  the  meeting  at  Bath  ? 

The  President:  No.  Certainly  not  before  the 
ineetnig  at  the  Bath  General  Hospital. 

Mr.  Bush  :  Then  I  am  bound  to  say  that  nothing 
was  adduced  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Association 
which  would  empower  the  Secret&ries  to  call  additional 
evidence  against  Mr.  Cox.  It  was  then  understood  that 
the  whole  case  should  be  gone  into.  (Loud  cries  of 
*'  Hear,  hear.")  I  say  it  was  then  understood  that  the 
'Whole  case  should  be  considered  as  regarded  the  evidence 
which  had  been  already  given  against  Mr.  Cox,  with 
Mr.  Cox's  books,  which  he  produced  at  that  meeting. 
Nothing  was  said  of  calling  additional  evidence  at  your 
'CouncU  meeting. 

The  President  :  When  that  meeting  was  about  to 
be  held,  the  Bath  Secretary  spoke  to  me,  and  Dr. 
Symonds,  and  Mr.  Clark,  and  we  were  all  of  opinion 
that  it  was  sent  to  us  as  a  court  of  inquiry.  But  I 
should  also  say  this,  that  Mr.  Bartrum  was  quite  at 
liberty  to  procure  other  witnesses,  and  it  would  be  for 
the  Council  to  say  whether  they  would  receive  their 
evidence.  The  impression  on  my  mind  is  that  the 
Council  would  not,  but  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
the  Secretaries  from  summoning  additional  witnesses  if 
they  thought  proper. 

Mr.  Bush  :  May    I  ask,— Did  you  '"authorise    the 
Secretaries  to  summon  additional  witnesses  ? 
The  President  :  No. 

Mr.  Bush  :  Then  the  onus  must  rest  upon  the  Secre- 
taries themselves. 

Mr.  Colthurst  :  Without  wishing  to  interrupt  Mr. 
Bush,  I  think  it  will  save  time  if  Mr.  Godfrey's  original 
resolution  be  read ;  I  have  already  read  it  from  the 
minutes,  and  have  brought  with  me  the  original  resolu- 
tion as  it  was  handed  to  me,  which  I  will  now  read — 


"  That  the  whole  subject"  (it  does  not  spedfy  any  part 
as  to  evidence)  but  ''that  the  whole  subject  with  regard 
to  Mr.  Cox  be  referred  to  the  Council  for  its  examina-    ^ 
tion  and  report  to  the  next  quarterly  meeting,  or  to 
another  meeting  specially  convened." 

Mr.  Bush  :  I  admit  that  was  so ;  but  I  don't  think 
the  meeting  consented  to  allow  one  of  those  parties  to 
be  subpoened  iriio  was  actually  at  the  trial,  to  give  evi- 
dence against  Mr.  Cox,  but  was  not  called.  Mr. 
Cousins  is  the  individual  I  allude  to ;  and  there  was 
some  objection,  I  understand,  to  him,  as  being  only 
hearsay  evidence.  Now,  why  this  Individual  should  be 
allowed  to  give  evidence  before  the  Council  when  the 
solicitor  or  barrister  who  conducted  the  case  against  Mr. 
Cox  refused  to  call  him — why  he  should  be  heard,  I 
cannot  understand. 

Mr.  ORMOND'(Bath) :  Mr.  Bush  is  under  a  mistake^ 
there  was  no  evidence  heard  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Bush  :  I  am  supposing  that  the  object  of  the 
Council  had  been  to  hear  evidence,  and  that  it  was 
determined  by  them  to  hear  these  witnesses. 
The  President  :  Certainly  not. 
Mr.  Bush  :  Those,  Sir,  were  my  opinions,  and  they 
were  also  Mr.  Cox's  opinions,  as  appears  from  the 
letter  which  he  has  forwarded  to  you.  It  is  not  for  me 
to  decide  whether  they  are  right  or  wrong.  We  also 
understood  that  Mrs.  Betty  Bourn  was  to  be  examined. 
Now,  Mrs.  Betty  Bourn  had  said  her  say  at  the  trials 
and  it  was  difficult  to  see  why  she  should  be  called 
again,  or  the  plaintiff's  soKcitor,  why  he  should  be 
called.  I  am  certainly  of  opinion,  though  I  may  be  wron|^y 
that  the  Council  had  already  before  them  sufficient 
evidence  to  enable  them  to  come  to  a  correct  decision. 
I  now  come  to  the  second  clause  of  Mr.  Cox's  letter, 
which  is  this : — **  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  case 
has  been  fully  investigated  as  against  me  in  a  Court  of 
law ;  and  that  there,  upon  the  statements  of  medical 
men,  I  was  accused  of  having  trumped  up  a  bill,  of 
having  set  forth  such  a  combination  of  diseases  as  had 
no^  been  known  to  co-exist,  and  as  could  not  be  cured 
in  the  time  ;  in  fact,  of  having  wilfully  and  deliberately 
lied  in  this  bill  for  the  most  execrable  purposes.  It 
will  also  be  remembered  that  those  statements  of  the 
medical  men,  although  so  unanimously  and  unhesitatingly 
made  at  the  trial,  were  abandoned  as  untenable  and 
incorrect  within  a  few  days  afterwards  ;  that  after 
openly,  publicly  branding  me  as  the  designing  concocter 
of  an  ignorant  and  lying  bill,  it  privately  admitted  that 
the  ignorance  and  inaccuracy  of  statement  lay  in  the 
testimony  which  had  been  given  upon  oath.  This  was 
the  position  of  the  case  when  it  was  brought  before  the 
Association."  Sir,  it  is  reported,  whether  truly  or  not 
I  will  not  say,  that  the  Secretary,  Mr.  John  Bartrum 
— and  I  leave  him  to  contradict  the  statement  if  it  is 
unfounded— that  Mr.  John  Bartrum  told  you,  Sir,  a 
short  time  after  the  verdict,  <*  Oh !  with  regard  to  the 
co-existence  of  syphilis  and  gonorrhoea,  we  give  up  that 
point."  I  call  on  Mr.  Bartrum  now  to  admit  or  deny 
the  correctness  of  that  report. 

Mr.  Bartrum  :  I  deny  that  I  had  any  conversation 
with  Mr.  Norman  upon  the  subject. 
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Mr.  Bush  :  Well,  then,  I  will  ask  the  Pre^dent. 

The  Frbsidbnt  :  I  haye  no  recollection  whatever 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Bu8R :  Well,  I  must  give  up  that  point.  I  can 
only  say  that  what  I  have  stated  was  currently  reported. 
Mr.  Bartrum,  at  all  events,  wiU  remember  a  oonversa- 
tion  which  he  had  with  me  in  Old  Bond  Street,  in  which 
he  said  that  it  was  only  Mr.  Topp,  who  was  not  a 
medical  man,  who  had  stated  that  the  two  diseases 
could  not  co-exist. 

Mr.  BartAum  :  Sir,  is  this  meeting  held  for  a  cross- 
examination  of  me,  or  is  it  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
the  report  of  the  Council  ? 

The  Prbsxdent  :  I  think,  Mr.  Bush,  it  will  be 
better  for  you  to  go  on  without  asking  questions.  I 
take  it  that  if  you  state  what  you  have  to  My  in  your 
address  to  me,  the  meeting  will  pass  those  obBervations 
as  things  you  understood ;  but  if  Mr.  Bartrum  or  any 
other  gentleman  to  whom  you  may  allude  rises  to 
interrupt  you  in  the  way  of  explanation,  I  think  they 
have  a  right  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Bartrum  :  Mr.  Bush  vriahes  me  to  say— 

The  Presiobnt:  No,  he  does  not  wish  you  to  say 
anything;  but  he  says  that  he  saw  yoii  in  Old  Bond 
Street,  and  that  you  said  to  him  that  it  wat  only  Mr. 
Topp,  who  was  not  a  medical  man,  who  had  «dd  that 
the  two  diseases  could  not  coexist.  • 

Mr.  Bartrum  :  I  did  so  express  myself. 

Mr.  Bush  :  In  reply  to  that  I  will  refer  to  the  report 
of  the  trial.  I  cannot  lay  my  hand  on  the  passage  at 
this  moment.  (After  searching  for  a  short  time  Mr. 
Bush  proceeded.)  I  have  it  now.  Sir.  I  am  quoting 
from  the  report  of  the  Judge's  summing  up,  which 
appeared  in  the  Bath  and  Cheltenham  Gazette,  "  As 
one  witness  after  another  was  called,"  said  the  Judge? 
"  they  all  agreed  that  they  did  not  believe  that  such 
a  case  ever  existed  and  was  treated  in  the  same  way. 
Their  evidence,  the  Jury  would  see,  took  a  duplex  form. 
They  did  not  believe  that  the  diseases  which  were 
specified  upon  the  face  of  the  bill  ever  could  co-exist 
In  the  same  patient ;  and  that,  supposing  the  effects, 
and  nature,  and  symptoms  of  the  patient's  case  to  be 
truly  described,  then  they  maintained  that  the  tieat- 
ment  was  incredible." 

Mr.  CoLTHURST :  I  beg.  Sir,  to  interrupt  Mr.  Bush 
by  stating  that  I  have  seen  two  Bath  papers,  containing 
two  distinct  versions  of  the  trial;  and  in  consequence 
of  that  Mr.  Cox  was  informed  that  he  might  have 
from  the  reporter  of  the  Bath  Journal  a  verbatim  copy 
of  the  trial,  so  as  to  show  whether  these  statements 
were  actually  made  by  all  the  medical  witnesses.  Mr. 
Cox  has  declined  to  take  the  opportunity  which  was 
thus  afforded  him  ;  and  I  do  think  that  it  is  occupying 
the  time  of  this  meeting  most  unnecessarily  in  opening 
a  question  which  Mr.  Cox  has  had  full  opportunity  of 
bringing  before  the  Council.  Having  been  referred  to 
this  reporter,  it  was  open  to  Mr.  Cox  to  accept  or  to 
T6iuse  to  avail  himself  of  his  services.  He  has  had  the 
opportunity  to  rebut  any  evidence  which  he  may  con- 
cave to  be  incorrect,  and  to  prove  tiie  correctness  of 
the  evidence  of  his  own  witnesses ;  but  having  refused 


thus  to  meet  tUe  question  before  the  tribmaltoiUek 
it  was  referred.  I  think  it  uonecesnry,  aadlii^ 
unjust,  to  open  the  question  agun  here.  AsnpA 
the  Secretaries  of  this  branch.  Sir,  one  of  te 
certainly  has  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  vii  lb. 
Cox's  case  before  it  came  under  the  notioe  of  As 
branch;  and  the  other,  lam  sure  has  not  dwiSgte 
objeotion  to  meet  the  question  whidihaBbManiMl 
respecting  him.  In  (act,  Sur,  as  I  have  aMfiUi 
the  Bath  Secretary  has  not  the  slightest  penom!  iafiit 
in  the  matter,  and,  having  referred  Mr.  Cox  to  te 
individual  who  is  prepared  to  give  him  averiMtimifat 
of  the  trial,  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  refer  to  ^ 
more  newspaper  reports  here:  There  an  two  ppaiii 
Bath  confining  roporte  of  the  trial,  one  is  tfeUi 
Gazette,  and  the  other  the  Baih  Jwnul:  ndal 
before  said,  they  both  contain  distinct  fenkas. 

Mr.  Bush  :  After  what  Mr.  CoUhont  bu  M 
I  will  not  go  through  the  clauses  of  Mr.  Cox*!  idto 
seriatim;  but  I  will  make  a  few  remarks  geoaiDf^ 
the  case.  And,  first  of  all,  I  woold  ask  vktber  Mr. 
Cox  had  not  just  grounds  for  withdiawiag  bm  ^ 
Association  ? 

Mr.  Cob  :  Sir,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  onler.  IW 
question  before  us  is  as  to  the  report  of  tfce  C«i 
whether  we  shall  receive  it  or  not;  asd I  stbait iM 
Mr.  Bush  has  a  right  to  argue  against  ittiee^si 
nothing  elae. 

Mr.  Bush  :  It  is  my  intention  to  wan  « •■'W- 
ment  to  the  original  resolution. 

The  Prbsidbnt  :  I  think  Mr.  BiiA,  ifbeohJMtoto 
the  report  and  means  to  move  aa  vaadaa^  ta  • 
right  to  go  into  the  case  of  Mr.  Cox,  notfaDyt  f^ 
but  into  such  parts  as  he  thinks  fit 

Mr.  Busa:  I  wUl  cut  it  as  short  as  po«Ue»  *' 
(laughter).  I  ask,  first,  whether  Mr.  Cox  had  «<  1^  i 
grounds  for  withdrawing  from  the  Aaioditifla;  m 
secondly,  whether  he  had  not  also  groaads  *r » 
remarks  which  he  has  made  on  the  Sea^^  ^ 
Association  ?  I  have  already  stated  that  Mr.  Ca 
laboured  under  the  impression  that  the  Cww^  •* 
about  to  call  fresh  evidence  against  hnn,  and  fcr"^ 
reason  he  withdrew.  With  regard  to  the  Setniary,  1 
have  told  you  that  I  am  not  answarable  fe  » 
Cox's  remarks ;  but  he  labours  under  theisr'*" 
that  the  Bath  Secretary — 

Dr.  TuNSTALL  (Bath) :  Sir,  I  rise  to  order.  ^ 
are  not  met  to  hear  the  accusations  of  Mr.  Bw 
Mr.  Cox  against  our  Secretary.  Let  Mr.BiA^* 
to  hU  amendment.  We  are  not  here  to  di«!«* 
conduct  of  Mr.  Bartrum,  but  to  diacnaa  thewport* 
the  Council. 

The  Prbsidbnt  :  I  must  say  that  Mr.  Baak  «  » 
order.     The  Council,  in  their  report,  hate  s«d 
Mr.  Cox's  letter  has  given  them  a  worse  iaipKS*^ 
the  case  than  anything  hitherto  brought  to  their  **»' 
and,  therefore,  I  think  Mr.  Bash  is  justified  is  dfl«< 
the  drcumstanoes  under  which  the  ^®'^****^. 

Dr.  TuNSTALL :  But,  Sir,  is  he  in  order  In  ««*«* 
our  Secretary  ?  ^ 

Mr.  B ARTRUif ;  I  am  quite  prqwed  to  beir  w 
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The  PusiDVMT :  If  Mr.  Bush,  instead  of  asking 
questions,  were  to  assume  that  the  facts  were  so  and  so, 
then  we  shoold  get  on ;  and  then  let  some  one  contra- 
dict him  afterwards. 

Mr.  Bush  :  I  will  endeavour  to  do  so.  First  of  all, 
Sir,  it  is  reported  that  Mr.  Bartrum  had  a  conyersation 
with  a  gentleman  in  the  streets  of  Bath,  in  which  he 
stated  that  the  rumours  about  Mr.  Cox  were  not  half 
io  bad  as  the  facts  really  were. 

The  Pkbsident  :  That  is  asking  for  a  reply,  Mr. 
Bush. 
Mr.  Bartrum  rose,  but 

Mr.  Bush  proceeded :  Secondly,  the  evidence  given 
against  him  he  conceives  was  of  the  most  damnatory 
character. 
Mr.  Baoshawb  :  What  was  that  last  word  ? 
Mr.  Bush  :  I  will  withdraw  the  words  **  damnatory 
character/'  and  will  say  that  the  evidence  was  given  with 
hostile  feelings.  Thirdly,  (whether  I  am  correct  here, 
I  must  leave  for  you,  Sur,  and  Mr.  Bartrum  to  decide,) 
it  is  reported  that  Mr.  Bartrum  applied  to  you  imme- 
diately after  the  trial,  to  know  what  proceedings  ought 
to  be  instituted  against  Mr.  Cox. 

The  I'kesidbnt  :  You  are  asking  questions  again, 
you  see,  Mr.  Bush,  which  makes  our  proceedings  very 
dilatory.  Mr.  Bartrum  did  come  to  me  and  ask  whether 
any  proceedings  ought  to  be  taken  by  the  Association 
in  the  matter.  My  answer  to  him  was, — "  I  think  it  is 
a  question  between  Mr.  Cox  and  his  patient,  and  I 
think  the  Association  will  only  get  into  difficulties  by 
taking  up  the  question." 

Mr.  Bush  :  That  is  as  I  heard  it.  Fourthly,  it  is 
stated  that  Mr.  Bartrum  made  efforts  to  turn  Mr. 
Cox  out  of  the  Book  Society.  Fifthly,  the  spedal 
notice  of  the  breathless  silence  which  followed  the 
reading  of  a  paper  by  Mr.  Cox,  at  a  late  meeting. 

Mr.  CoLTHURST :  I  am  accountable  fcr  that  report. 
The  Bath  Secretary  is  not  responsible  for  any  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  branch  at  Bristol. 

Mr.  Bush:  Sixthly.  (This  charge  we  did  not  catch.) 
And,  seventhly,  the  garbled  report  of  the  last  meeting, 
which  appeared  in  the  last  Journal,  I  think  every 
gentleman  present  must  admit  that  that  was  a  garbled 
report.  Dr.  Budd  and  Mr.  Coe  must  admit  it;  and  I — 
Mr.  Austin,  (shorthand  writer) :  Sir,  I  must  beg 
permission  to  be  heard  in  reference  to  this  charge. 

Mr.  J.  Barrktt:  Order,  order.  The  reporter 
cannot  be  heard.  No  person  who  is  not  a  member  has 
a  right  to  address  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Austin  :  Sir,  a  charge  having  been  made  against 
the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting,  which 
I  furnished,  I  ask  permission,  (not  as  a  right,)  to  oiTer 
an  explanation,  and  unless  that  permission  is  granted,  I 
shall  close  my  book,  and  decline  to  take  any  further 
note  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting. 

The  Prbsidbnt  :  I  think  that,  out  of  courtesy,  we 
ought  to  hear  the  reporter. 

The  majority  of  the  meeting  concurring  in  the  view 
taken  by  the  President. 

Mr.  Austin  stated,  that  he  attended  the  last  meeting 
ftt  the  request  of  Mr.  Colthurst,  Secretary  of  the 


Bristol  Branch.  His  instructions  ivere,  not  to  take  a 
verbatim  aote  of  the  proceedings,  although  he  had  done 
so,  but  simply  to  supply  a  report  for  publication  in  the 
journal  of  the  Association.  Acting  upon  those  in- 
structions, and  exercising  the  usual  discretion  of  a 
newspaper  reporter,  he  had  transcribed  so  much  of  his 
notes  as  had  appeared  in  print.  The  long  list  of 
speeches  which  had  been  read  by  Mr.  Colthurst  as  being 
omitted,  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  A.)  to  be  unnecessary 
to  a  faithful  outline  of  what  transpired.  The  speech  of 
Mr.  Estlin,  who  brought  the  question  before  the 
meeting,  was  given  at  length,  Mr.  Cox's  defence  ver- 
batim, and  also  the  speeches  of  Dr.  Symonds  and  Dr. 
Budd;  unless,  therefore,  it  was  shown  that  anything 
was  omitted  from  the  addresses  which  wa»  said,  or 
anything  inserted  which  was  not  said,  he  protested 
against  the  applicatipn  of  the  term  "  garbled"  to  that 
report,  the  veracity  of  which  he  was  prepared  to  sub- 
stantiate by  affidavit,  if  necessary. 

Some  discussion  ensued,  of  which  we  are  informed 
by  the  shorthand  writer  that  he  took  no  note,  from  the 
reasons  indicated  above.     Eventually, 

Dr.  Stmonds,  (Bristol),  rose  and  said  :  Sir,  to  bring 
this  matter  to  an  issue,  I  beg  to  move,  "That  the 
report  of  the  last  meeting,  which  appears  in  the  Journal, 
be  considered  as  accepted  by  this  meeting."    ^ 

Mr.  CoK :  I  l)eg  to  second  that  proposition,  and  I  do 
so  for  this  reason, — I  do  not  agree  with  what  has  fiUlen 
from  Mr.  Bush,  and  the  explanation  which  has  been 
offered  by  Mr.  Austin  is  so  full,  as  to  carry  the  con- 
viction of  truth  upon  the  face  of  it.  I  confess.  Sir, 
that  a€  first  I  was  somewhat  grieved  to  find  that  I  was 
not  mentioned  in  the  report  as  having  supported  the 
views  of  Dr.  Budd,  but  after  what  X  have  heard  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied,  and  I  feel  happy  in  seconding  Dr. 
Symonds's  resolution. 

Mr.  Grern,  (Bristol) :  I  wish  to  say  that  I  consider 
the  report  as  fair  and  accurate  as  it  could  possibly  be ; 
it  is  characterised  by  fairness  from  beginning  to  end, 
and  therefore  the  statement  that  it  is  a  ''garbled"  report, 
is  untrue.  I  think  the  statement  that  we  have  heard 
from  the  reporter,  shows  that  he  only  used  the  general 
judgment  displayed  by  reporters  in  such  matters,  and 
that  it  completely  absolves  both  the  Secretaries  and 
himself  from  all  blame  in  the  matter.     (Hear,  hear.) 

The  Prbsidbnt:  I  will  put  the  question, — "That 
the  report  of  the  last  meeting  which  appears  in  the 
Jotimalhe  accepted  by  this  meeting." 

Mr.  John  Barrett  :  I  certainly  object  to  that. 
The  President  :  Do  you  wish  to  speak  upon  it  ? 
Mr.  Barrett:  I  certainly  do.  When  I  find  the 
speech  omitted  of  the  oldest  surgeon,  I  believe,  in  tliis 
neighbourhood,  who  occupies  the  chair  of  our  branch, 
and  who  has  filled  the  Presidential  Chair  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, I  ask, — Is  the  omission  of  that  speech  to  be 
-considered  as  giving  a  fair  character  to  that  report  ?  I 
do  not  mean  to  say  that  all  that  was  said  ought  to  have 
been  put  in,  but  I  do  say  that  this  and  other  omissions 
ought  to  have  been  supplied.  On  the  question  as  to  the 
evidence,  I  think  that  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Davies  ought 
to  have  been  entered;  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Godfrey  also 
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ought  to  have  been  entered;  aad,  therefore,  I  cannot 
consent  to  accept  this  report.  I  know  scTcral  gentle- 
men besides  mjself  who  do  not  consider  this  to  be  a  iidr 
report.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  have  been  anj 
intentional  omissions,  bat  I  would  rather  say  that  the 
emission  of  several  very  important  things  takes  away 
from  it  the  character  of  being  a  sufficient  and  correct 
report.  And  I  must  claim  on  principle  that  we  should 
not  give  the  sanction  of  the  Association  to  a  reporter 
from  this  or  that  quarter  who  decides  for  himself  what 
lie  will  omit  and  what  he  will  insert.  I  must  say  that 
I  think  the  Secretaries  ought  to  have  looked  through 
that  report,  and  where  they  found  that  important  omis- 
sions had  been  made,  they  should  have  seen  that  those 
omissions  were  supplied.  I  have  no  wish  to  attribute 
anything  like  neglect  to  Mr.  Colthurst,  but  I  think  he 
was  a  little  napping  at  his  post  as  he  did  not  go  through 
the  report  to  see  if  there  were  any  omissions.  If  he 
had  done  so  it  would  have  been  far  better,  but,  as  he 
did  not,  I  cannot  agree  to  consider  the  report  a  correct 
one.  As  to  Mr.  Coe's  speech,  which  was  omitted,  we 
would  not  allow  Mr.  Field  to  be  heard;  and,  as  Mr. 
Coe  was  the  mouthpiece  of  Mr.  Field,  common  justice 
required  that  Mr.  Field's  remarks  (for  they  were  his, 
de  /aetoiy^houid  have  been  given.  I  say,  then,  that  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Coe  it  would  only  have  been  justice  to 
Mr.  Field  to  insert,  and  as  they  were  omitted,  I  cannot 
allow  this  to  be  a  correct  report  I  do  not  wish  to 
pursue  the  matter,  but  I  object  to  the  adoption  of  Dr. 
Symonds's  resolution. 

Dr.  BuDD  (Bristol) :  Sir,  there  are  very  important 
considerations  involved  in  the  question  now  before  us. 
It  is  this,  whether  the  report  under  discussion  has  been 
tampered  with,  or  has  it  been  garbled  ?  Is  it  a  tampered 
and  garbled  report,  or  is  it  a  fiiir  newspaper  report  given 
without  bias  ?  Is  it  one  or  the  other  ?  I  hope,  Sir, 
after  what  has  transpired,  that  the  insinuation  which  has 
been  thrown^  out  ^that  this  report  has  been  tampered 
with,  will  be  withdrawn/  and  that  we  shall  adopt  it 
unanimously  as  a  fair  and  impartial,  if  not  a  verbatim, 
report  of  all  that  took  place.  The  fact  that  some  of  the 
strongest  observations  in  support  of  the  view  which  I 
took  of  Mr.  Cox's  case,  which  were  made  by  Mr.  Coe, 
were  omitted,  is  of  itself  sufficient  that  there  was  no 
bias  on  the  side  of  the  parties  opposed  to  Mr.  Cox. 
There  is  no  doubt.  Sir,  that  the  observations  which  you 
made  as  President  are  also  omitted,  nor  is  there  any 
doubt  that  every  thing  which  ftiUs  from  you  is  entitled 
to  consideration.  Those  omissions,  however,  we  have 
heard  were  made  at  the  discretion  of  the  reporter }  and 
that  is  a  very  different  thing  from  saying  that  the  report 
has  been  tampered  with,  or  that  it  has  been  garbled  to 
prejudice  Mr.  Cox's  case.  I  apprehend,  Sir,  that  this  is 
the  view  which  this  meeting  will  take  of  the  matter, 
and  I  hope  the  reporter  will  publish  his  own  speech  on 
the  point  to  show  how  complete  and  satisfact(yfy  was  his 
explanation.  (Applause.)  And,  in  conclusion,  I  would 
recommend  the  friends  of  Mr.  Cox,  if  they  are  really 
acting  on  his  side,  to  lot  us  hear  no  more  of  garbling 
aad  tampering,  but  to  admit  that  it  was  a  fair  and  honest 
report,  without  any  kind  of  bias  whatever. 


Mr.  Bush  :  If  I  understood  rightly  at  the  lart  i 
ing,  this  report  ought  not  to  have  been  printed  and 
published  in  our  Journal,  (Cries  of  *'  Question, 
question.") 

Mr.  John  BAn&Krr :    Sir,  I  still  object  to  thii 
resolution. 
'Dr.  BuDD :  That  it  is  a  bondjide  report  ? 

Mr.  Baurstt  :  Yes. 

Dr.  Stmonds  :  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  move  "  that  the 
report  of  the  last  meeting,  October  27t  presented  to  the 
Journal  by  the  reporter  specially  appointed  be  accepted 
as  an  impartial  report." 

Mr.  Coe  :  I  second  that  proposition. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried  with  only  two 
dissentients.    (Messrs.  Bush  and  Barrett.) 

The  Pbbsidbnt  :  I  think  we  are  relieved  from  a 
good  deal  of  difficulty  by  the  reporter  having  taken 
upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  the  report.  This 
will  completely  absolve  the  Secretaries  from  the  cfaai^g^ 
of  having  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  Bush  :  There  are  one  or  two  other  subjects  to 
which  I  wish  to  advert,  not  on  my  own  account  so  mndi 
as  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Cox.  It  is  stated.  Sir,  -that  Mr. 
Bartrum  has  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  your  speech  at 
the  last  meeting  not  being  reported;  and  farther,  as  a 
proof  that  Mr.  Cox  is  not  mistaken  in  the  feelings 
entertained  towards  him  by  Mr.  Bartrum,  he  is  informed 
that  Mr.  Bartrum  made  this  strong  remark  at  the 
Council  meeting,  namely,  that  he  was  prepared  to  prove 
that  Mr.  Cox's  whole  bill  was  a  concoction.  I  wish  to 
move  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  which  has 
been  proposed, — **  That  this  meeting  regret  that  the 
Council  have  been  prevented,  by  Mr.  Cox's  resignation, 
from  arriving  at  a  decision  on  his  case.  That  they  feel 
that  Mr.  Cox,  labouring  under  the  impression  that  the 
Council  intended  to  examine  fresh  witnesses  to  give  a 
verbal  refutation  of  that  evidence  which  was  given  on 
oath,  and  having  had  just  ground  of  complaint  and  dis- 
satisfaction at  the  garbled  report  of  the  last  meeting" — 

The  President  :  You  must  strike  out  the  words 
''garbled  report,"  after  the  resolution  we  have  jnst 
passed. 

Mr.  Bush  :  Yes,  I  will  do  that.  I  wish  it  to  be 
understood  that  I  do  not  wish  to  exculpate  Mr.  Cox 
from  all  blame.  I  feel  that  he  has  taken  a  hasty  step, 
but  I  am  afraid  that  there  are  others  among  us  who,  if 
they  have  not  taken  the  same,  have  at  least  taken  steps 
as  hasty  ai  that  of  Mr.  Cox.  That  it  was  injudidons 
and  indiscreet  of  Mr.  Cox  to  arrest  Bourn  there  can  be 
no  doubt ;  but  when  I  heard,  as  I  did,  the  medical 
witnesses  one  after  the  other,  in  a  Court  of  justioe,  give 
their  evidence  in  a  manner  which  appeared  to  me  so 
erroneous,  I  will  not  say  false — ^hut  so  eironeona — I 
did  not  hesitate  to  come  forward  as  I  do  now. 

The  President  :  I  think  Mr.  Bush  will  see  the 
propriety  of  withdrawing  the  terms  which  he  has  applied 
to  tlie  medical  witnesses.  '' 

Dr.  BuDD :  I  beg  to  say  that  the  reporter  is  bound 
not  to  "  garble"  his  report  in  this  respect.    (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Bush  :  I  was  going  on  to  say.  Sir,  that  when  I 
entered  the  Court  I  had  not  the  slightest  intention  of 
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going  iato  the  witneas-box ;  but  when  I  heard  the 
medical  men  making  anch  an  erroneous  impreBsion  on 
the  Jury  and  the  Court,  I  felt  myself  bonnd,  as  a 
profiMsional  brother  of  Mr.  Cos,  to  give  contrary 
testimony. 

Mr.  Bagshawb  :  Sir,  I  rise  to  order.  We  had  all 
this  over  at  the  last  meeting,  when  Mr.  Cox  thanked 
Mr.  Bosh  for  the  kindness  he  had  done  him. 

The  FjasBiDBMT :  Bat  Mr.  Bosh  is  now  speaking  on 
his  amendment,  and  of  course  we  cannot  adopt  or  reject 
it  without  hearing  his  reasons. 

Mr.  Bush  :  I  will  merely  add,  Sir,  that  I  hare  now 
known  Mr.  Cox  some  sixteen  years,  and,  as  two  of  the 
medical  witnesses  stated  who  were  examined  against 
him  at  the  trial,  I  believe  him  to  be  an  honest  man. 
Having  known  him  as  I  have  said,  for  sixteen  years,  I 
can  say  confidoitly  that  he  is  as  straightforward  and 
honest  a  man,  in  my  opinion,  as  any  member  of  the 
profession.  But  that  he  took  a  hasty  step  in  this 
matter  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  I  regret  it  most 
sincerely.  I  do  trust  that  this  Association  will  act 
leniently  towards  a  member  of  the  profession  situated 
as  Mr.  Cox  was,  and  the  resolution  I  have  drawn  up 
does  not  exonerate  him  entirely  from  all  blame.  It 
merely  states  that,  as  Mr.  Cox  has  iteigned  in  conse- 
quence of  additional  witnesses  being  called,  or  being 
about  to  be  called  against  him,  as  he  supposed,  and  in 
consequence,  as  he  also  imagines,  of  a  garbled  report 
of  the  Test  meeting. 

Mr*  Barrbtt:  Not  a  **  garbled"  report. 

The  FsLBSiDBNT :  No ;  I  suppose  you  cannot  call  it 
so  now. 

Mr.  Bush  :  I  will  say,  '<  as  he  supposed,"  and  that 
lie  felt  it  his  duty  under  the  circumstances  to  withdraw. 
I  cannot,  if  I  were  placed  in  the  same  position  as  Mr. 
Cox,  say  whether  I  should  have  taken  such  a  step  or 
not;  but,  believing  as  I  did  with  Mr.  Cox  that  the 
Coundl  fpere  determined  to  call  additional  witnesses, 
and  believing  also  that  the  report  was  not  a  correct 
one,  I  certainly  should  have  waited  before  consenting  to 
have  persons  giving  verbal  evidence  agtinst  me  which 
might  have  been  given  on  oath  at  the  County  Court.  I 
do  BOt  know  that  I  need  say  more  in  defence  of  Mr. 
Cox  than  I  have  done.  I  feel  it  is  a  very  painful  case^ 
and  one  which  I  trust  will  not  occur  to  any  member  of 
this  Association.  But  I  again  call  on  you,  from  my 
personal  knowledge  of  Mr.  Cox's  general  good  conduct — 
I  cail  on  you  as  members  of  the  same  profession,  to 
act  leniently  towards  him. 

The  PjassiDBNT  (after  a  pause):  Does  anyone 
second  the  amendment?  (Cries  of  '*  Read,  read.") 
Hie  Secretary  cannot  read  it  until  it  is  seconded :  but 
perhaps  Mr.  Bush  will  read  it  himself. 

Mr.  Bush:  This  is  my  amendment: — ''That  this 
meeting  regret  that  the  Council  have  been  prevented  by 
Mr.  Cox's  resignation  from  arriving  at  a  decision  on 
his  case.  That  they  felt  that  Mr.  Cox,  labouring  under 
the  impression  that  the  Council  intended  to  examine 
fresh  witnesses  to  give  a  verbal  refutation  of  that 
evidence  which  was  given  on  oath,  and  having  had  just 
ground  of  complaint  and  dissatisfaction  at  the  report  of 


the  last  meeting,  and  of  its  having  besQ  published  in 
the  journal  of  the  Association,  was  justiti«d  in  with- 
drawing from  the  Association.  Under  these  circum- 
stances the  meeting  feels  that  further  proceedings  are 
undesirable." 

Mr.  Colthukst:  The  second  paragraph  of  that 
resolution  states  that  Mr.  Cox  had  "just  ground  of 
complaint  and  dissatisfaction  at  the  report  of  the  last 
meeting."  Now,  this  meeting  has  already  resolved,  on 
the  contrary,  that  that  report  be  accepted  as  an  impar- 
tial report;  and  that  being  so,  we  can  hardly  afi^ns 
that  Mr.  Cox  had  any  *' just  ground  of  complaint  and 
dissatisfaction  "  with  it. 

Mr.  Bush  :  I  will  put  it  "  as  he  considered." 

The  Pbeiident  :  You  had  better  do  that  as  a  matter 
of  policy;  for  you  can  hardly  expect  the  meeting  to 
adopt  a  resolution  which  would  stultify  itself. 

Mr.  Bdsh  :  Then,  with  your  permission,  Sir,  I  wiU 
add  these  words: — that  Mr.  Cox  "having  considered 
that  he  had  just  ground  of  complaint  and  dissatisfac- 
tion," &c. 

Mr.  EsTLiM  (Bristol) :  May  I  ask  whether  Mr. 
Bush  means  to  do  away  with  the  reception  of  the 
report  of  the  Council  by  his  amendment,  because  that 
has  not  been  stated  by  him  in  the  course  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. Is  that  the  object  of  the  amendment? 
because,  if  so,  Mr.  Bush  should  let  us  know  that  it  is 
so  meant. 

Mr.  Busu:  Certainly;  that  was  my  intention. 

The  Pabsidbmt  :  Then  you  intend  that  the  report 
be  omitted,  and  that  this  resolution  be  received  instead. 
Does  any  one  second  this  proposition  ? 

Mr.  John  Bakrbtt:  Though  I  confess,  Sir,  that 
if  I  had  time  I  should  like  to  alter  this  motion,  and 
make  it  more  brief,  I  will  second  it  as  it  stands.  I 
have  had  to  regret  more  than  once,  Sir,  in  Mr.  Cox's 
life  his  doing  an  hasty  act;  and  in  his  dealing  with  the 
Association  in  I'eference  to  the  present  case,  although  I 
have  to  a  certain  extent  taken  his  part,  and  may  be 
supposed  to  be  of  his  counsel,  I  must  not  be  taken  to 
be  responsible  for  all  that  he  has  done.  For  instance, 
I  do  not  think  him  justified  in  making  the  wholesale 
charges  he  has  against  the  Council  of  the  Association. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  Council  had  a  right,  per  fas  ei 
nefat,  or  that  they  were  prepared  so  to  condemn  him ; 
nor  do  I  give  him  my  counsel  per  faa  et  nefas,  I  have 
a  far  higher  idea  of  the  Council,  and  of  the  members 
of  this  Association  than  to  suppose  that  they  would 
band  themselves  together  to  put  down  a  brother  mem- 
ber. But  I  beg  the  branch  to  consider  the  circum- 
stances under  which  he  has  been  placed.  I  can  readily 
understand  that  some  minds,  without  setting  out  with 
a  desire  to  do  injustice,  may  from  an  excess  of  honour- 
able feeling  have  had  their  opinions  warped  and  their 
conduct  a  little  misdirected,  even  although  they  started 
^th  the  desire  to  do  that  only  which  was  just  and 
honourable.  And,  Sir,  I  know  of  no  profession  more 
liable  to  this  kind  of  deviation  than  the  medical  profes- 
sion. (Hear,  hear.)  Because  it  is  more  social,  and 
acts  perhaps  a  littie  more  on  impulse  than  any  other. 
But  while  I  should  be  the  last  man  to  bring,  and  while 
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I  do  repudiate  any  such  charge,  I  do  think  that  the 
coarse  which  was  proposed  to  the  Cooncil  ought  not  to 
have  heen  adopted.  We  have  already  heard  from  yon. 
Sir,  that  it  was  very  doubtful  whether  the  Council 
would  have  examined  any  witnesses  at  all ;  but  it  was 
a  most  dangerous  course  to  suggest ;  and  I  do  think  it 
ought  to  have  been  remembered  that  even  in  the  lowest 
courts  of  law,  when  men  oven  of  the  most  unblemished 
honour  are  examined,  it  is  always  considered  necessary 
to  impose  upon  them  the  responsibility  of  an  oath. 

The  President:  But  we  had  no  power  to  ad- 
minister an  oath,  if  witnesses  had  been  called.* 

Mr.  Barrett  :  I  was  only  showing  the  danger  of 
dispensing  with  the  ordinary  checks,  and  therefore  I 
was  very  much  pleased  to  hear  from  you,  SiTj'tftat  it 
was  very  doubtful  whether  the  Council  would  have 
sanctioned  the  course  w^ch  was  proposed  to  be 
adopted.  Mr.  Cox,  however,  was  under  the  impression 
that  that  course  would  be  taken,  and  I  found  that 
impression  was  very  strong  upon  him.  I  admit  that  I 
advised  him,  in  case  that  course  was  adopted,  then  to 
resign ;  but  I  also  stated  to  him,  that  before  he  took 
that  course,  he  should  be  perfectly  satisfied  as  to  the 
views  of  the  Council.  Speaking  as  I  am  before  men  of 
honour,  I  may  state,  that  before  Mr.  Cos  went  to  the 
Council,  he  was  hardly  master^f  his  own  conduct.  1 
do  think  he  ought  to  have  waited  before  handing  in  that 
letter,  and  if  he  found  then  that  there  was  the  danger 
^  to  be  apprehended  to  which  I  have  alluded,  then  I  had 
advised  him  to  resign.  So  far,  then,  with  regard  to 
what  I  advised  Mr.  Cox;  for  that  I  am  responsible, 
and  I  have  no  wish  to  shrink  from  the  responsibility. 

The  President :  Then  you  second  the  amendment  ? 

Mr.  Barrett  :  Yes ;  but  if  I  do  not,  I  wish  to  ask 
whether  Mr.  Cox's  letter  will  be  published  ? 

Mr.  CoLTHURST :  Yes ;  it  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
report  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  I  confess  I  should  be  glad  to  see  tiie 
report  and  Mr.  Cox's  letter  withdrawn. 

The  President  :  That  would  be  so,  if  your  amend- 
ment is  carried. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  Then,  if  this  amendment  is  carried, 
the  letter  and  the  report  will  be  withdrawn  ? 

The  President  :  Yes.  As  to  what  took  place  before 
the  Council,  I  must  say  I  think  Mr.  Cox  acted  hastily 
in  resigning,  because  he  must  have  been  present  at  all 
that  transpired,  and  might  have  objected  to  any  one 
who  was  called  before  us,  if  he  thought  proper.  As  far 
as  I  know,  it  was  not  proposed  to  call  any  evidence  that 
would  not  have  been  admitted  on  the  trial. 

Mr.  Barrett  made  an  observation,  which  we  did 
not  catch,  to  which —  • 

The  President  replied — No :  that  wovld  not  have 
been  hearsay  evidence. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  I  must  remark,  that  the  plaintiff's 
barrister  or  attorney,  at  .the  trial,  called  all  the  wit- 
nesses that  were  thought  necessary;  but  one  witness 
who  was  present  was  not  called,  for  reasons  best  known 
to  themselves.  I  mention  that  fact  in  justification  of 
my  view  of  the  matter.  ("Question,  question.") 
These  are  the  reasons  on  which  I  support  this  amend- 


ment; and  I  cannot  do  so  without  saying,  that  I  tiiink, 
if  the  course  to  which  I  have  alluded  had  been  adopted 
by  the  Council,  Mr.  Cox  would  have  been  perfisctlj 
justified  in  withdrawing. 

The  President  having  put  the  amendment,  two 
hands  were  held  up  in  its  favour,  and  an  overwhelniiiig 
majority  against.  Mr.  Norman  continued, — ^Ifc  is  ksL 
The  original  question  is, — "That  the  report  of  the 
Council  be  received,  and  adopted." 

Mr.  Bagshaws  :  I  am  one  of  those,  Sir,  who  on 
the  last  ooeasion  conceived  that  we  were  not  allowed  to 
speak.  There  were  five  gentlemen  examined  as  medieal 
witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  case  Boom 
V.  Cox,  leaving  out  Mr.  Topp,  who  it  seems  is  not  a 
medical  man.  Of  those  five,  three  were  non-memben 
of  the  Association,  and  'they  received  ^n  invitation  111 
attend  the  last  meeting,  but  we  understood  that  we 
were  not  allowed  to  speak ;  at  least  that  was  my  im- 
pression, for  I  only  paid  my  guinea  to  become  a  member 
of  the  Association  on  the  morning  of  that  day.  Mr. 
Cox  complains  of  being  damned  by  the  medical  evidence, 
but  he  was  attended  hero  by  Mr.  Bush  and  Mr.  Barrett, 
as  his  counsel ;  he  has  had  the  sayof  the  public  in  the 
published  report,  and  therefore  at  the  Council  meeting, 
supposing  the  statements  of  Mr.  Cox  had  been  undone 
by  hearsay  evidence,  it  would  have  been  nothing  mora 
than  we  had  taken  from  Mr.  Cox.  Tbke  the  case  oC 
Mr.  Barter,  who  was  stated  by  Mr.  Cox  to  have  offered 
to  show  Mr.  Harries  a  case  of  coexistent  gononhoea 
and  syphilis.  Mr.  Harries  denies  that  any  sodi  offer 
was  made  to  him  by  Mr.  Barter,  and  says  that  he 
should  have  been  only  too  thankful  to  have  witnessed 
the  case.  Again,  it  wss  stated  that  all  the  medicat 
witnesses  steted  the  impossibility  of  these  diseases  co- 
existing. I  can  state  that  this  was  not  so.  I  was  tto 
fifth  medical  witness  called,  and  I  said  I  did  not  think 
bubo  could  have  existed  so  recently  as  was  stated, 
because  there  were  no  marks  or  traces  of  it ;  Mr.  Cox, 
however,  stated  that  there  was  bubo.  I  deny.  Sir,  Oat 
any  one  of  the  medical  witnesses  for  the  plaintiff  gave 
it  as.his  opinion  that  syphilis  and  gonorrhoea  could  not 
coexist.  In  this  day's  Jaumai  appears  the  following 
letter,  which  has  been  sent  by  us,  in  reference  to  the 
charges  urged  against  us  by  Mr.  Cox.  [Mr.  Bagsbawe 
here  read  the  letter  which  appeared  in  the  Jowmai  of 
Nov.  24,  page  623,  and  proceeded.]  I  think,  Sir,  thai 
will  give  a  reason  why  nothing  was  said  by  nson  the  last 
occasion.  Three  of  us  were  non-members,  and,  as  we 
have  been  taunted,  we  were  mute ;  there  were,  therefore^ 
only  two  out  of  the  five  left— *namely,  Messrs.  Bartnon 
and  Skeate,  and  out  of  delicacy  those  gentlemen  nettber 
spoke  nor  voted  on  the  question.  I  have  nothing  raoie 
to  say  except  this : — the  name  of  Mr.  Cousins  has 
been  brought  up ;  and  I  repeat  that,  why  he  was  not 
examined  at  the  trial,  although  he  could  have  given 
evidence  of  a  very  important  fact,  was  that  the  bar- 
rister, Mr.  Saunders,  thought  the  case  for  the  plaintiff 
was  quite  strong  enough  without  him. 

Dr.  BuDD  :  I  really  think,  Sir,  we  had  better  not  go 
into  the  matter. 

Mr.  Bagshawe  :  I  will  drop  it  if  the  meeting  whibm 
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it ;  bat  I  will  jast  add,  tbat  besides  Mr.  Cousins,  the 
only  additional  witness  proposed  to  be  called  was,  I 
l)etieve,  Mr.  Gibbs,  the  plaintiff's  attorney.  He  would 
faaTe  produced  the  yonng  man's  letter,  containing  his 
Tersioik  of  the  case,  which  was  just  as  good  as  Mr. 
Cox's,  and  I  have  it  now  in  my  pocket,  and  can  show 
it,  if  it  is  desired. 

The  Pkbsidbnt:  If  the  Council  did  not  think  it 
right  to  go  into  these  matters  after  Mr.  Cox's  resigna- 
tion, I  think  the  Association  is  in  the  same  state. 

Mr.  BA>iSHAWB :  But  Mr.  Bush  has  been  allowed 
•to  state  his  Tiews  of  Mr.  Cox's  letter;  Mr.  Cox  has 
got  his  former  letter  and  his  defence  into  the  Joumaif 
and  the  meeting  here  having  heaid  a  series  of  questions 
put  to  Mr.  Bartmm,  I  ask,  is  it — 
*  The  P&B8IOSNT :  Yon  will  see  that  Mr.  Coustns's 
name  has  been  mentioned,  but  neither  in  Court  nor 
here  has  he  come  before  us,  aod  it  is  not  right,  therefore, 
to  go  into  what  he  could  have  stated. 

Mr.  Baoshawb  :  Mr.  Cousins  was  withdrawn,  as  I 
haye  stated,  simply  because  Mr.  Saunders  concdved 
the  case  strong  enough  without  him.  As  to  the  Jury, 
three  out  of  five  have  stated  that  they  had  made  up 
their  minds  befoire  the  medical  evidence  came  on ;  and 
as  to  the  hearsay  evidence  of  Mr.  Barrett  that  a  young 
man  named  Biggs  had  stated  that  Bourn  had  admitted 
to  him  that  the  bougie  had  been  passed,  there  is  a  letter 
in  this  day's  Journal  denying  that  statement  m  Mo. 

Mr.  GassN:  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the 
^question,  having  been  one  of  those  who,  on  the  last 
occasion  supported  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Godfrey. 
My  reason  for  doing  so  was  this :  the  facts  of  the  case 
appeared  to  me  to  be  in  the  last  degree  damnatory  to 
-Mr.  Cox ;  but  there  being  some  palliating  features  m 
>fais  address  whioh  I  thought  could  be  more  fully  con- 
flidered  by  the  Council  than  by  a  public  meeting,  and 
^willing  to  catch  at  anything  which  could  save  Mr.  Cox 
from  the  imputations  which  rested  on  him,  I  was  ready 
to  take  the  course  suggested  by  Mr.  Godfrey.  If  I  had 
been  compelled  to  vote  that  night,  even  with  all  the 
palliating  circumstances  to  which  I  have  alluded,  I 
must  haTe  decided  against  Mr.  Cox;  but  I  felt  as 
jurors  do  who  like  time  to  consider  whether  there  were 
«ny  circumstances  .which  should  prevent  the  verdict 
^ven  at  the  trial  from  being  confirmed  by  the  Associa- 
tion. I  felt  satisfied  too,  that  the  case  would  be  imirly 
considered  by  the  Council,  especially  when  I  heard  the 
remarks  which  fell  from  you.  Sir,  which  were  f»r  from 
eonBemnatory  of  Mr.  Cox,  and  also  the  remarks  of 
Dr.  Davies.  There  were  matters,  I  conceived,  which 
might  have  removed  the  charge  of  fraud  from  Mr.  Cox, 
and  this  I  felt  could  be  best  done  by  a  calm  examination 
of  all  the  hcU  by  the  Council.  For  ixutance,  it  seemed 
ito  me  that  it  would  be  important  to  know  from  the 
books  whether  all  the  entries  had  been  made  at  once, 
or  whether  they  had  been  made  day  by  day.  I  took  a 
hasty  view  of  them  with  Dr.  O'Brien,  and  I  can  only 
jay  that  my  impression  was  not  favourable  to  Mr.  Cox; 
but  I  resolved  to  suspend  my  judgment,  because,  per- 
haps, the  Council  would  be  able  to  come  to  a  more 
certain  conclusion  as  to  whether  they  were  all  made  at  I* 


once  or  daily.  There  were  other  circttmstances,  such 
as  the  nature  and  length  of  the  illness  and  the  charges^ 
all  of  which  I  imagined  would  be  gone  into;  and  I 
think  the  Secretaries  were  fully  justified,  Mr.  Cox 
having  denied  or  disputed  the  decision  of  the  jury,  in 
having  every  evidence  ready  to  enable  the  Council  to 
come  to  a  just  conclusion.  In  the  language  of  the 
report.  Sir,  Mr.  Cox  has  evaded  the  inquiry,  or  at  least 
he  has  shrunk  from  it.  It  is  of  course  impossible  to 
say  what  course  the  inquiry  might  have  taken,  or  how 
it  might  have  terminated.  All  that  remams  for  us  now 
is  to  consider  what  w%  shall  do.  I  think  it  would  have 
been  much  better  if  Mr.  Cox  had  come  forward  and 
met  the  case  fiurly.  However,  he  has  not  done  so,  and 
we  iHive  to  consider  how  far  we  shall  adopt  the  report 
of  the  CounciL  I  think  we  cannot  hesitate  to  adopt  it, 
as  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  ourselves,  and  the  profes- 
sion, and  the  public.  The  matter  is  a  public  one,  and 
I  think  we  can  take  no  other  course  than  to  adopt  the 
resolutions  of  the  Comnlittee.  The  honour  and  the 
character  of  the  profiession  are  at  stake;  and  it  la 
necessary  that  we  should  show  not  only  that  we  do  not 
^prove  but  that  we  repudiate  practices  of  the  description 
with  which  Mr.  Cox  has  been  charged.  Our  duty  to 
ourselves  and  to  the  character  of  the  profession  requires, 
then,  that  wo  should  repudiate  Mr.  Cox.  He  has  with- 
drawn, and  has  thereby  saved  us  from  the  painful 
necessity  which  would  otherwise  have  been  imposed 
upon  us.  Sir,  I  will  say  no  more ;  I  feel  that  this 
has  been  a  very  painful  case,  but  I  feel  also  that  we 
have  no  other  course  than  to  adopt  the  report  which 
has  been  presented  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  BAaTRUii :  In  the  questions  which  have  been 
put  by  Mr.  Bush,  Sir,  it  has  been  intimated  that  I  have 
been  actuated  by  personal  hostility  in  the  proceedings 
which  have  been  taken  with  reference  to  this  case.  Sir, 
I  deny  most  distinctly  tbat  I  have  been  actuated  by 
any  hostility  with  regard  to  Mr.  Cox.  With  regard  to 
my  speaking  to  you.  Sir,  as  to  whether  any  proceedings 
should  be  taken  by  the  Association,  I  conceive  that  if  I 
had  not  done  so  I  should  not  have  fulfilled  my  duty 
as  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  this  branch.  I  went  to 
you  in  the  simplest  way,  and  having  heard  your  opinion, 
I  took  no  further  steps,  except  to  write  to  the  Bristol 
Secretary,  stating  that  unless  some  individual  member 
brought  the  thing  forward  (using  almost  your  own 
words  to  me.  Sir,)  it  was  not  thought  advisable  that 
the  Council  or  the  Association  should  go  into  the 
matter.  With  regard  to  what  has  been  said  respecting 
the  Book  Society,  I  am  as  innocent  as  possible  of  any 
hostility  towards  Mr.  Cox.  The  matter  was  forced 
upon  me  by  thre^  members  of  that  Book  Society;  and 
I  had  nothing  more  to  do  with  it,  except  in  my  official 
position.  It  did  not  originate  with  me,  but  was  forced 
upon  me  by  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  mcmben 
of  the  profession,  who  said  to  me,—*'  Bartrum,  if  the 
subject  is  not  brought  forward,  we,  as  a  body,  shall 
throw  up  all  connexion  with  the  Society."  This  is  all 
I  have  to  say ;  but  I  again  deny  that  I  have  felt  any 
hostility  towards  Mr.  Cox,  or  any  other  human  being. 

Dr.  Tunstall:  I  happened  to  have  been  subpoenaed 
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as  a  witneM  on  the  trial,  and  I  rejoice  that  it  was  not 
tbooght  necessary  to  call  me  into  the  box.  Sitting 
as  I  £dy  however,  upon  the  Bench  daring  the  triali 
I  can  state  that  not  one  of  the  medical  witnesses  who 
were  examined  had  any  intenriew  with  the  plaintiff  or 
Ibe  solicitor,  or  knew  what  evidence  they  were  expected 
to  give.  I  have  waited  to  state  this,  as  I  sat  on  the 
light  hand  of  the  Judge ;  and  I  can  also  state  on  my 
Jiononr  that  he  desired  the  Jury  to  dismiss  the  medical 
]iart  of  the  case  from  then*  consideration,  observing 
tint  great  latitode  mnst  be  given  to  certain  expressions 
of  opinion  which  had  bee;^  offered,  and  recommending 
the  Jury  to  look  at  the  broad  facft  of  the  case,  and  not 
the  evidence  of  the  medical  witnesses. 

Mr.  J.  Barkett:  I  believe  I  have  a  right  to  speak 
on  this  motion.  Mr.  Bagshawe  has  referred  to  a  paper 
in  this  day's  Journal. 

The  Prksidxnt:  We  are  not  discussing  that,  but 
the  motion  before  us  respecting  the  adoption  of  the 
report.    You  can  answer  aoy  paper  in  the  Jwamal  in 
tiie  next  JoumaL 
Mr.  Bar&btt  :  But  Mr.  Bagshawe  was  allowed— 
Mr.  Baoshawb  :  No,  I  was  stopped  in  it. 
Mr.  Bauixit  :  I  was  going  to  correct  Mr.  Bagshawe 
in  what  he  said  several  times  about  what  I  stated 
jvspecting  a  young  man  named  Biggs. 

The  Faesidbnt:  We  have  been  debating  a  long 
time  on  matters  which  appear  to  me  to  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  question  before  us,  whether  the  report 
of  the  Council  shall  be  received.  If  what  you  have  to 
say  has  reference  to  that  then  I  think  you  can  speak ; 
but  if  not,  then  I  think  you  are  out  of  order  in  gomg 
into  the  whole  business  over  again. 
Mr.  Babkitt  :  I  merely  wanted  to  explain. 
The  Pkbsidbnt  :  Did  Mr.  Bagshawe  mention  your 
name? 

Mr.  Bajibbtt  :  Yes.  Mr.  Bagshawe  referred  to  the 
report  of  the  last  meeting,  in  which  there  is  something 
which  I  stated  respecting  Mr.  Biggs,  which  Mr.  Biggs 
denies  in  this  day's  Journal. 

The  pRBstoxNT :  But  we  cannot  have  a  discussion 
on  the  contents  of  the  Journal  here. 

Dr.  BuDD :  Sir,  we  have  heard  so  much  about  the 
Journal,  that  I  beg  leave  to  move  that  Mr.  Bartrum  do 
read  the  Journal  from  beginning  to  end.     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  BakIiett  :  If  that  is  carried,  I  shall  move  that 
Dr.  Budd  be  requested  to  stop  and  listen  to  it.  (Re- 
newed hiughter.) 

The  Pkbsidbnt  then  put  the  motion  adopting  the 
report  of  the  Council,  which  was  carried  with  two 
dissentients  only  (Messrs.  Bush  and  Barrett). 


Dr.  Swatnb'b  Motion. 

Mr.  CoLTHURST,  Secretary,  having  read  the  notice 
of  motion  given  by  Dr.  Swayne  in  reference  to  Mr. 
John  Barrett's  letter  published  in  a  public  newspaper, 
respecting  the  case — Bourn  e.  Cox. 

Mr.  Bush  rose  and  said :  Mr.  Pk^sident,  will  you 
allow  me  to  make  one  or  two  observations  before  Dr. 
Swsyne  commences? 


The  President  :  Dr.  Swayne  is  in  possessioa  of  the 
meeting. 

Mr.  Bush  :  I  think  Dr.  Swayne  will  not  object  to 
my  occupying  a  few  minutes.  I  object  generally  to  the 
publication  of  letters  on  professional  subjects  in  news* 
papers ;  but  this,  I  conceive,  to  have  been  one  of  those 
cases  in  which  it  was  justifiable  to  depart  from  that 
rulel 

The  President  :  That  is  the  very  queatkm  we  are 
about  to  discuss. 

Mr.  Bush  :  I  feel.  Sir,  that  I  am  equally  responsiUe 
with  Mr.  Barrett  in  allovnng  this  letter  to  appear  in  a 
pubUc  journal,  as  you  will  perceive  from  the  Isit 
paragraph  of  the  letter,  in  which  Mr.  Barrett  says,  "  I 
am  not  writing  anonymously ;  and  my  fiiend,  Mr. 
Bush,  who  has  seen  this  letter,  allows  me  to  say  that  he 
agrees  with  H." 

Mr.  Barrett  :  May  I  ask  this  question,  Sir  ?  IXws^ 
Dr.  Swayne  intend  to  use  these  proceedings  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  my  expulsion  or  resignation  froB 
this  Association?  I  am  sure  I  may  trust  to  Dr. 
Swayne's  candour  for  an  answer. 

Dr.  SwATNE :  I  have  no  hesltatioQ  in  saying  that  I 
do  not. 

Mr.  Green  :  Dr.  Swayne  will  leave  the  matter 
entirely  to  the  meeting. 

The  President:  I  understand  Dr.  Swayne  does  not 
intend  to  move  any  other  resolution  than  tiie  one  o^ 
which  he  has  given  notice. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  I  wUl  e^qplain  why  I  ha^e  asked  the 
question.  If  it  were  the  intention  to  take  any  ulterior 
proceedings,  I  feel  bound  to  say  that  I  should  not  sit 
here  while  you  went  into  a  question  which,  by  your 
own  laws,  ought  to  come  before  a  general  meeting. 

Dr.  SwATNB :  Sir,  my  sole  intention  is  to  dieit  tibe 
opinion  of  this  branch  on  Mr.  Barrett'a  letter,  and  net 
to  found  any  ulterior  proceedings.  In  bringing  ibcwsid 
this  case,  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  I  am 
not  actuated  by  any  personal  motives,  as  I  am  a  perfect 
stranger  to  the'gentleman  whom  it  affects.  I  have  been 
actuated  throughout  by  a  consideration  of  what  is  due 
to  the  honour  of  this  Association,  and  tiie  respectability 
of  the  profession  at  large.  I  have  felt  fhrongliout  that 
our  proceedings  with  regard  to  Mr.  Cox  would  fa» 
imperfect  if  they  did  not  also  take  notice  of  a  letter 
which  appeared  in  the  Bath  Journal  on  the  1 1th  of 
September  last,  bearing  the  ngnature  of  Mr.  John. 
Barrett. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  It  is  my  letter. 

Dr.  Swatnb:  That  letter.  Sir,  was  inserted  as  an 
advertisement;  but  I  found  upon  inquiry  from  die 
Editor  of  the  paper  that  it  was  so  inserted  vritiiont  the 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Barrett,  and  that  the  expense  of  the 
advertisement  was  paid  for  by  Mr.  Cox.  I  lay  no 
stress  upon  this  point,  however.  It  is  not  the  mamr 
but  the  matter  of  that  letter  of  which  I  complain.  I 
say,  Sir,  that  the  matter  is  to  the  Uut  degree  unprofes- 
sional ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  meeting  will  bes^ 
me  out  in  that  view.  In  order  to  prove  this  it  is  not 
necessary  that  I  should  read  the  letter  at  length,  as  I 
have  no  doubt  you  have  all  received  a  copy  of  it  by 
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post  It  i^  almost  sufficient*  for  my  purpose  to  let  it 
stand  before  yon  in  its  naked  deformity,  and  to  allow  it 
to  speak  for  itself.  The  chaiges  against  the  writer  are 
briafly  those : — In  the  first  place,  it  is  considered  as  an 
illegitimate  proceeding  to  appeal  to  the  public  npon  a 
purely  professional  question,  as  this  undoubtedly  was, 
because  the  public  is  ignorant  upon  and  incompetent  to 
decide  such  points.  But  the  principal  charge  is  the 
gross  indecency  of  giving  publicity  to  the  filthy  and 
diagusting  details  which  are  here  entered  into  with  so 
much  gusto.  To  the  disgrace  of  our  newspapers* 
publications  of  this  kind  are  not  uncommon ;  but  they 
baTe  hitherto  been  confined  almost  exclusively  to 
quacks;  the  respectable  part  of  the  profession  having 
most  properly  considered  such  cases  as  cases  of  secrecy. 
It  is  a  new  thing,  "however,  to  see  a  fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  who  is  not  ashamed  to  put  his 
signatuie  to  a,production,  compared  with  which  some 
of  the  publications  to  which  I  have  referred  are  pure, 
*and  to  insert  such  a  letter  in  a  public  newspaper  which 
I  suppose  has  access  to  some  drawing-room  tables,  and 
therefore  to  some  wives  and  dauj^ters,  who  would  thus 
bave  an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquaint«d  with  some 
loathsome  questions  of  which  every  virtuous  female 
ought  to  be  ignorant.  Let  any  man's  daughter  take 
up  the  paper,  and  what,  I  ask,  can  be  the  effect  upon 
ber  mind  of  reading  such  statements  as  the  following : — 
**  Dr.  Fenwick  has  reported  943  venereal  cases,  treated 
in  the  Lock  wards  connected  with  the  Newcastle 
Infirmary.  Of  these  not  only  were  there  170  in  which 
gonorrhoea  and  venereal  sores  were  combined,  but  in  a 
number  of  others  there  was  a  combination  of  gonorrhoea 
and  secondary  syphilitic  symptoms."  And  again : — 
^'In  the  Medical  Gazeiie,  volume  zv,  page  193,  will 
be  found  a  case  where  gonorrhoea,  ulcer,  and  bubo,  in 
an  advanced  stage  of  suppuration  coexisted — a  combi- 
nation which  only  wanted  phimosis  and  stricture  to  be 
4hat  described  by  Mr.  Cox,  except  that  there  was 
happily  no  suppuration."  I  do  not  know,  Sir,  that  I 
need  read  all  these  other  passages  to  show  that  this 
-sorely  was  a  case  of  secrecy;  but  it  may  be  said  that 
4dl  these  statements  and  quotations  would  not  be  under- 
stood by  unprofessional  people. 

Mr.  Barrbtt  :  It  was  intended  to  be  understood  by 
the  non-professional  public. 

Dr.  SwAYKE :  I  thank  Mr.  Barrett  for  the  admission, 
and  will  proceed  to  point  out  a  part  of  his  letter  which 
leads  me  to  another  charge,  which  is,  that  Mr.  Barrett 
has  given  currency  to  a  charge  of  ignorance  against 
another  member  of  the  profession.  It  is  stated  that 
.one  of  the  medical  witnesses  although  he  attended  a 
patient  for  months  was  not  aware  of  her  pregnancy  or 
ber  confinement.  Now  this  appears  to  me  calculated  to 
do  an  injury  to  one  at  least  if^not  to  all  the  medical  wit- 
nesses, for,  although  the  name  is  not  mentioned,  we 
know  the  publicity  which  has  been  given  to  this  trial, 
and  we  also  know  how  apt  ladies  are  to  remember  any 
enpr  of  diagnosis.  I  say  then,  generally,  with  respect 
to  this  letter,  the  profession  having  long  and  loudly 
demanded  of  editors  of  newspapers  the  exclusion  of  the 
the  filthy  advertisements  which  are  so  common,  it  has 


now  become  a  question  with  what  propriety  we  can  do  so, 
when  one  of  our  own  members  has  himself  contributed 
such  a  letter  as  that  now  before  us.  I  think  that 
letter  calls  for  the  strongest  censure  of  this  branch. 
I  do  not  scrutinise  the  motives  of  the  writer ;  I  do  not 
say  that  he  was  not  actuated  by  a  desire  to  help  a  man 
whom  he  believed  to  have  been  injured ;  but  I  repeat 
that  his  conduct  calls  for  the  strongest  censure.  And 
although  I  do  not  contemplate  founding  any  ulterior 
proceedings  upon  the  motion  which  I  shall  submit  this 
evening,  yet  if  Mr.  Barrett  should  repeat  such  a  course 
or  attempt  to  justify  it,  then  I  think  it  ought  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  whether  he  should  continue  a 
member  of  our  Association ;  and  if  no  one  else  takcHS 
up  the  subject  I  shall  not  be  backward  to  propose  it. 
My  resolution,  Sir,  is  this : — **  That  this  meeting  con- 
siders the  publication  of  the  letter  in  the  Both  Journal 
of  September  11,  1852,  by  Mr.  John  Barrett,  on  the 
subject  of  the  trial — Bourn  v.  Cox,  to  be  inconsisteiit 
with  professional  and  moral  propriety,  and  expresses 
its  strongest  censure  of  the  proceeding.'* 

Mr.  A.  PaiCHARO  (Bristol)  :  I  concur  very  much  i|i 
what  has  fidlen  from  Dr.  Swayne. 

Mr.  Smbbdon  (Clifton):  Would  not  Dr.  Swayne 
leave  out  the  word  **  moral "  firom  his  resolution  ? 

Mr.  Paichard  :  Certainly  not;  that  is  the  pith  oC 
the  matter.  It  was  not  only  inconsistent  with  profes^ 
sional  propriety  to  publish  such  a  letter,  but  the  moral 
tone  of  it  is  that  of  which  I  complain.  The  letter  is  a 
disgrace  to  us  as  a  profession  and  as  an  Association, 
and  it  is  a  disgrace  also  to  the  College  of  Surgeons,  of 
which  the  writer  is  a  fellow.  I  heard  however,  in 
London  the  other  day,  that  among  the  new-made 
fellows  there  are  two,  one  of  whom  gets  his  living  as  a 
cheesemonger,  and  the  other  is  a  small  tradesman. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  I  am  not  a  new-made  fellow ;  I 
am  a  fellow  by  examination. 

Mr.  Prichard  :  I  am  sorry  to  hear  it.  I  merely 
referred  to  the  other  fellows  as  a  matter  of  information, 
and  to  show  that  if  any  one  wishes,  or  is  ambitious  of 
the  honour,  he  has  only  to  pay  his  ten  guineas  and  be 
may  be  gratified.  But,  Sur,  with  reference  to  the  matter 
before  us,  I  should  like  to  hear  Mr.  Barrett  express 
some  regret  for  the  indecencies  and  the  indiscretion  of 
his  letter.  If  that  is  so,  we  may  allow  the  matter  to 
pass  over  with  the  motion  of  Dr.  Swayne,  but  if  he 
attempts  to  defend  his  conduct  by  showing  that  others 
have  done  the  same,  then  I  should  be  disposed  to  take 
further  steps,  and  I  would  say  that  Mr.  Barrett  ought 
to  exfoliate  with  his  firiend,  Mr.  Cox. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  I  think  if  that  is  to  be  so,  that  I 
shall  not  be  present  at  a  discussion,  which  will  have  to 
be  renewed  elsewhere.  I  ask  Mr.  Prichard  whether  he 
contemplates  taking  any  ulterior  steps  ? 

Mr.  Prichard  :  I  second  the  motion  of  Dr.  Swayne 
and  wait  for  what  turns  up. 

Mr.  Barrbtt  :  Well,  then,  I  wish  you  good  bye ; 
because  I  thmk  you  will  be  trying  a  case  before  ai^ 
inferior  court  which  comes  properly  before  the  superior 
court. 

The  President  :  There  is  no  intention  of  doing  so. 
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Mr.  Barrxit  :  I  am  told  so  by  Mr.  Prichard. 

Mr.  Green  :  A  good  deal  will  depend  on  tiie  conrse 
taken  by  Mr.  Barrett.  If  that  ig  satisfactory,  there 
will  be  an  end  of  the  matter. 

The  President:  Mr.  Barrett  must  know  that  the 
branch  cannot  remove  a  member,  that  mjist  be  done  by 
•  general  meeting  of  the  Association. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  Certainly,  Sir ;  I  am  aware  that  there 
is  a  specific  law  as  to  the  mode  of  getting  rid  of  a  mem- 
ber ;  bnt  if  it  is  contemplated  to  apply  that  law  to  me, 
in  justice  to  myself  I  cannot  allow  the  question  to  be 
mooted  here,  which  will  have  to  be  mooted  before  a 
higher  tribnnal  hereafter.        s 

The  PRESIDE^T :  This  resolution  goes  to  nothing  of 
the  kind ;  it  must  be  an  amendment  upon  this  to  take 
the  course  yon  are  speaking  of. 

Dr.  SwAYNE :  I  have  not  yd  heard  Mr.  Barrett's 
defence,  but  I  am  prepared  to  say,  that  if  this  vote  of 
censure  is  passed,  and  he  should  subsequently  do 
anything  to  render  it  nugatory,  I  should  then  be  ready 
to  take  further  proceedings. 

Mr.  Barrett:  I  understand  that.  Dr.  Swayne 
answered  me  very  clearly  before. 

Mr.  CoE :  Sir,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Mr. 
Barrett  has  abready  spoken  several  times,  but  not  to  the 
question  which  is  before  us.  I  wish  to  know  whether 
he  is  entided  to  speak  more -than  once,  and  I  shall 
stand  entirely  by  your  decision. 

The  Prbsiobnt  :  If  Mr.  Barrett  is  on  his  defence, 
he  must  speak  once,  and  no  more. 

Mr.  'Barrett  :  I  am  not  now  defending  myself. 

The  President  :  Then  I  think  yon  must  not  go  on. 

Mr.  CoE :  Mr.  Barrett  has  no  right  to  ask  any 
questions. 

Dr.  Syuonds  :  I  think.  Sir,  I  may  venture  to  say 
that  my  feelings  on  this  subject  are  shared  in  by  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  this  Association.  We  are 
weary  of  these  discussions  on  the  honour  of  the  Asso- 
ciation and  the  character  of  Mr.  Barrett;  and  if  Mr. 
Barrett  would  rise,  and  at  once  admit  that  he  regrets 
having  published  the  letter^ on  these  grounds: — ^that  at 
the  time  he  was  moved  by  strong  feelings  on  behalf  of 
a  friend,  whom  he  conceived  had  not  received  fair 
treatment  in  a  court  of  justice— that  he  would  not 
otherwise  have  brought  the  subject  before  the  public — 
•  and  that,  therefore,  there  was  some  slight  excuse  or 
palliation  for  the  course  he  had  taken;  if,  I  say,  he 
would  admit  this,  and  also  that  he  regrets  the  manner 
in  which  that  letter  was  drawn  up^  I  think  such  an 
admission  would  be  very  much  to  his  advantage,  and 
would  contribute  very  much  also  to  the  peace  of  the 
branch.     (Hear,  heai;J 

Mr.  Barrett:  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  Dr. 
Symonds  for  what  he  has  said ;  it  is  exactly  what  I 
should  have  expected  him  to  do  in  such  a  case.  But  I 
have  something  higher  in  view.  I  must  not  say  that 
which,  in  the  sight  of  God,  I  do  not  feel  to  be  true; 
and  for  me  to  say,  looking  at  all  the  circumstances 
coolly,  calmly,  and  solemnly,  I  would  not  now  have 
advised  and  acted  as  I  did,  I  cannot— and  whatever 
hnay  be  the  consequences  to  me,  I  do  not  feel  justified 
in  making  such  an  admission. 

Mr.  CoLTHURST :  The  question  which  Mr.  Banctt 


has  raised  as  to  the  ulterior  steps,  is  answered  by  itidnig; 
that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  ns  to^come  to  a  finals 
decision  on  the  matter.  Any  further  steps  must  be 
taken  before  that  higher  tribunal  to  which  Mr.  Banett 
has  adverted ;  and  whatever  views  the  proposer  and 
seconder  may  entertain  beyond  the  motion  now  belbce 
us,  can  only  be  carried  out  before  that  higher  tribonal 
to  which  Mr.  Barrett  seems  to  wish  to  go- 

The  Prbsidbnt,  (after  a  pause)  :  As  no  gentleman 
appears  to  wish  to  speak,  Mr.  Barrett,  will  you  now 
ent?r  on  your  defence  ? 

Mr.  Barrett  ;  If  I  understand  Dr.  Svrayne  and  Mr. 
Prichard,  they  disclaim  all  intention  of  taking  any 
further  proceedings  ? 

The  President  :  Here  is  the  motion ;  the  propoeer 
and  seconder  can  do  nothing  more  than  that.  I  think 
you  have  nothing  whatever  but  this  resolution  to  desl 
with. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  I  have  been  considering  whether  it 
is  an  attempt  to  open  a  case  here  which  onght  to  come 
before  the  general  body. 

Mr.  Prichard  :  As  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  shall 
attempt  nothing  of  the  kind;  I  go  by  what  Dr.  Swayne 
has  stated. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  That  is  iU  I  ask,  then. 

The  President  having  again  read  the  reaoliitioia 
moved  by  Dr.  Swayne, 

Mr.  Barrett  said :  I  beg  the  meeting  to  understand 
that  I  have  had  no  wish  to  raise  needless  objections^ 
but  there  seems  to  have  been  a  little  misunderstuidiog 
between  Mr.  Prichard  and  myself.  So  far  firom  throwing 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  expression  of  tiie  opinions 
of  this  Association,  it  is  far  from  my  wish ;  beoanse, 
having  acted  as  I  feel  with  the  desire  to  do  what  is  right, 
I  have  no  desire  to  flinch  from  an  investigation  of  what 
I  have  done.  That,  Sir,  is  the  feeling  in  my  own  mindt 
and  it  is  also  the  feeling  of  my  friend  Mr.  W.  Bosh ; 
but  I  still  protest  against  the  course  which  has  been 
taken  by  Dr.  Swayne  on  the  present  occasion,  because 
it  involves  a  question,  the  consideration  of  which  was 
not  originally  contemplated  by  this  Association.  When 
I  entered  this  Association,  I  entered  it  on  certain 
distinct  understandings,  and  one  of  tiiem  was,  that  its 
objecto  did  not  include  the  consideration  of  medico- 
ethical  questions.  This  is  not  stated  in  the  list  of  the 
objecto  of  the  Association ;  and  though  I  am  qmto  ready 
to  allow,  that  when  the  question  is  asked, — Whether 
a  member  ought,  or  not,  to  be  expelled  the  Assodatioiv 
they  would  then  have  a  right  to  consider  every  dicom- 
stanoe  in  relation  to  his  conduct,  and  as  this  was  the 
reason  why  I  wished  Dr.  Swayne  to  answer  my  question 
as  to  his  intention  of  instituting  ulterior  proceedings, 
I  say  that,  as  he  has  stated  he  has  no  such  intention, 
you  have  no  right  to  pursue  the  subject.  Hie  question 
before  you  is  a  question  of  medical  ethics,  and  I  contend 
that  this  Association  has  not  provided  for  tiie  considera- 
tion of  such  subjecto. 

Mr.  CoLTHURST :  Here  is  a  rule  of  this  firandi, 
which  provides  ibr  the  consideration  of  **  all  sobjcoti 
connected  with  medical  science  or  the  welfare  of  the 
profession,"  and  surely  this  case  comes  under  the  tena 
"  the  welfare  of  the  profession." 

Mr.  Barrett:  I  am  perfectiy  aware  of  that  law; 
but  I  contend  that  the  subject  of  medico-ethics  was  not 
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contemplated  by  the  Association  when  it  was  founded. 
The  objects  of  the  Association  are  set  forth  in  fiye 
danses,  and  the  fifth  is  <' The  maintenance  of  the 
honour  and  respectability  of  the  profession  generally  in 
the  provinces."  (Loud  cries  of  "  Hear,  hear.)  Now 
how  is  that  object  to  be  carried  out  ?  It  is  stated  how  ? 
"  By  promoting  friendly  intercourse  and  free  commu- 
ittcation  of  its  members,  and  by  establishing  among 
them  the  harmony  and  good  feeling  which  ought  ever 
to  characterize  a  liberal  profession."  I  say,  then,  that 
medico-ethics  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
objects  of  this  Association.  There  has  been  an  attempt 
made  lately  in  this  city,  I  understand,  to  establish  a 
Medico-Ethical  Society.  I  heard  it  from  a  gentleman 
who  is  a  member  of  the  Council,  and  he  mentioned  the 
names  of  a  number  of  others  who  were  prepared  to  join 
it.  He  had  himself  declined  to  join  the  Society,  but 
I  need  not  state  his  reasons  for  so  doing.  Now  if  it 
were  the  case,  that  this  branch  had  contemplated  the 
oonslderation  of  such  questions,  it  would  be  a  work  of 
supererogation  to  establish  a  Society  to  discuss  ques- 
tions which  had  been  already  provided  for  by  this 
branch.  But  this  is  not  so.  I  find  that  at  Manchester 
also  there  is  a  Medico-Ethical  Society,  and  a  number 
of  our  own  Associates  belong  to  it.  But  we  have  no 
code  of  medico-ethics,  and  yet  we  have  been  many 
years  in  existence,  and,  as  it  seems  to  me,  we  should 
eertainly  have  framed  such  a  code  if  we  had  contem- 
plated it  among  our  objects.  Now,  I  will  at  once 
allow  what  I  believe  has  been  stated  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, that  there  was  a  Committee  appointed  four  years 
ago  at  Worcester,  and  that  Sir  Charles  Hastings,  when 
that  Committee  was  appointed,  quoted  this  fifth  object 
of  the  Association  in  support  of  its  establishment.  But 
what  has  that  Committee  done  ?  It  has  sat  something 
like  three  or  four  years,  and  it  has  reported  from  time 
to  time  that  it  had  no  report  to  make;  and  at  last,  I 
believe,  there  was  a  report  presented  at  Oxford,  stating 
that  the  Committee  could  not  agree  upon  the  subjects 
which  had  been  referred  to  it,  so  that  we  are  jast  as  far 
off  now  as  when  that  Committee  began  its  labours.  I 
think  the  appointment  of  that  Committee  was  a  mis- 
take on  the  part  of  Sir  Charles  Hastings ;  but,  how- 
ever thkt  may  be,  you  are  entering  on  a  question  of 
medico- ethics,  and  on  a  judicial  investigation,  having 
no  defined  principles  to  guide  you,  and  yet  you  are 
about  to  try  a  man  for  an  act  he  has  already  done. 
That  iS;  you  are  about  to  lay  down  an  car  po9i  facto 
law,  contrary  to  all  the  principles  of  justice.  There 
was  an  instance  of  this  kind  in  the  last  century,  where, 
upon  the  application  of  this  principle,  a  man  was  hung ; 
but  I  have  always  heard  that  proceeding  referred  to  as 
the  foulest  stigma  upon  English  justice.  I  think  that 
it  will  be  so  with  you  to-night,  and  that  you  will  be 
establishing  the  principle  in  this  Association  upon  which 
that  man  was  tried  and  hung.  I  protest,  therefore, 
against  the  introduction  of  such  a  principle,  which 
carries  with  it  neither  the  recommendation  of  law  or 
justice.  But,  Sir,  I  say  more;  I  say  that  the  subject 
of  medico-ethics  has  b^n  shunned  by  this  Association, 
andl  say  that  the  practice  of  this  branch  shows  that  it 
has  been  shunned.  It  will  be  remembered  that  a  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  of  homoeo- 
pathy, and  that  a  report  was  presented  which  placed 


under  the  ban  of  the  Association  all  members  who  took 
part  in  that  heresy.  I  am  not  going  to  deny  that  this 
Committee— (cries  of''*  Question,  question").  This  is 
the  question — 

Dr.  O'B&iXK :  Is  it  not  competent  to  this  meeting 
to  have  a  question  of  fact  laid  before  it  ?  We  are  not 
contemplating  legislation  for  any  individual,  and  there- 
fore I  do  not  think  all  this  discussion  is  necessary. 

Mr.  Barrett:  I  think  differently.  There  is  an 
attempt  made  to  pass  a  censure  upon  me ;  and  I  say 
that  the  Association  has  also  placed  under  its  ban 
certain  gentlemen  connected  with  homoeopathy.  I  was 
informed  that  two  meetings  ago  application  was  made 
with  respect  to  a  gentleman  in  that  very  respect. 

Mr.  CoLTHURST :  I  beg  to  say  that  no  applicatioa 
of  the  sort  was  made  to  me. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  who  just 
now  interrupted  me  whether  this  is  not  so.  Has  there 
been  any  application  of  the  sort  made  ? 

Dr.  O'Brien  :  Not  by  me,  or  to  my  knowledge. 

Mr.  Barrett:  Well,  then,  it  is  a  mistake.  I 
must,  however,  go  on  to  show  that  this  Association- 
has  shrunk  from  these  questions ;  and  whatever  feelings 
may  be  expressed  on  this  subject,  I  am  not  responsible 
for  them.  I  have  a  right  to  claim  that  the  original 
principles  on  which  I  joined  the  Association  should  be 
applied  to  me.  Sir,  I  am  not  responsible  for  any 
unpleasantness  which  may  arise  from  this  kind  of 
discussion.  I  have  been  attacked,  and  am  merely 
defending  myself.  A  "year  or  two  ago  a  work  was 
published  on  the  Bath  waters.  That  work  was  reviewed 
in  our  own  Journal,  and  when  that  work  was  reviewed^, 
the  Editor,  not  content  with  praising  it,  proceeds  to 
take  a  very  large  portion  of  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation to  task,  and  to  guide  them  in  their  future  con- 
duct. The  passage  must  be  fresh  in  your  recollection, 
in  which  it  was  represented  that  our  conduct  was  not 
that  of  honourable  men  ;  that  the  course  taken  for  the 
patient  was  not  often  the  best  adapted  for  successful 
treatment ;  and  that  literally  the  towns  referred  to  had- 
been  actually  thinned  of  visitors  on  account  of  the 
practice  which  was  pursued.  I  will  read  the  passage 
to  which  I  refer,  if  you  think  it  necessary.  (Cries  of 
"  No,  no.")  But  that  is  not  all.  Soon  afterwards  a 
similar  statement  appeared  in  the  public  papers  — 
whether  it  was  from  the  same  hand  or  no  I  will  not 
say— but  there  was  a  great  likeness  between  the  two 
productions;  and  in  it  the  practitioners  of  Bath, 
Clifton,  Cheltenham,  Leamington,  and  other  watering 
places,  were  held  up.  I  am  told  also — and  if  this  is 
not  correct  the  author  can  correct  me  —  that  copies 
were  supplied  to  the  booksellers  for  distribution  of  a 
printed  review  which  appeared  in  the  Bath  Joumai^ 
but  I  can  state  this  of  my  own  knowledge,  that  I  saw  a 
gentleman  at  a  railway  station  either  with  some  buns  or 
stationery  wrapped  up  in  one  of  those  printed  reviews. 

The  President  :  This  Association  had  nothing  to 
do  with  that  matter,  Mr.  Barrett,  and  could  not  take 
it  up.  * 

Mr.  Barrett  :  Why  not,  Sir  ?  We  have  been  told 
that  the  Editorial  remarks  in  the  Journal  have  been 
the  means  of  bringing  Mr.  Cox's  case  before  us.  Mr.. 
Estlin  said,  when  he  brought  the  matter  forward,  that 
he  was  moved  to  do  so  by  the  remarks  in  the  Journal  y 
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and  that  was  what  made  me  ask  whether  those  artides 
had  the  sanction  of  the  Association.  Mr.  Estlin  stated, 
and  it  has  been  stated  again  and  again,  that  it  was 
owing  entirely  to  the  article  in  the  Journal  that  Mr. 
Cox's  case  has  been  gone  into;  bnt,  Sir,  I  do  not 
remember  that  when  this  sweeping  charge  was  made 
against  the  general  practitioners,  to  which  I  have 
referred,  that  any  steps  were  taken  either  by  the 
ConncU  or  the  branches  to  investigate  its  trnth. 

The  President  :  I  think  there  is  a  great  difference 
between  the'  two  cases.  You  are  speaking  of  an 
anonymoos  publication;  we  are  considering  a  letter 
which  yon  admit  to  be  yours. 

Mr.  Barrett  made  -  an  obsenration  which  did  not 
reach  us. 

Mr.  Green  :  Sir,  I  rise  to  order— 
Dr.  TuNSTALL :    I  must  say  that  this  has   been  a 
standing  sore  between  Mr.  Barrett  and  myself  for  the 
last  two  years.     He  has  been  constantly  hanging  this 
charge  over  my  head  as  the  author  of  the  book  in  ques- 
tion; but  I  declare  that  I  did  not  know  for   twelve 
months  who  was  the  author  of  the  review  complained  of. 
Mf .  Barrett  :  I  have  not  said  that  you  did. 
Dr.   TuNSTALL:    You  have    insinuated    that  the 
author  of  the  review  was  present. 

Dr.  O'Brien  :  This  has  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  question  before  us. 

Mr.  Green  :  I  think  Mr.  Barrett  should  be  called 
on  to  speak  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  Have  I  not  a  right  to  protest  against 
the  step  which  has  been  taken  by  Dr.  Swayne  ? 

The  President  :  Certainly  you  have,  and  to  show 
that  we  have  no  right  to  pass  the  vote  of  censure  which 
he  has  proposed ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  you  are  leaving 
the  most  essential  parts  of  your  case,  to  which,  as  a 
matter  of  policy,  I  should  have  thought  you  would 
have  addresssed  yourself. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  If,  when  a  man  is  charged  with 
indecency — . 

Mr.  CoLTHURST :  Sir.  I  rise  to  support  the  resolution 
on  a  point  of  order.  In  the  seventeenth  volume  of  the 
*' Transactions  "  of  the  Association  I  find  the  following 
among  the  rules :— "  That  if  any  member  be  accused 
of  professional  impropriety  or  misconduct."  Now  this 
shows  that  it  is  perfectly  open  to  us  to  consider  such  a 
question  as  that  now  before  us. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  Go  on :  read  the  whole  rule. 
Mr.  CoLTHURST :  I  will  when  I  am  not  interrupted. 
This  rule  shows  that  it  is  open  to  us  to  consider  any 
question  of  "  professional  impropriety  or  misconduct,"  . 
and  that  is  the  point  on  which  I  rise.  Mr.  Barrett 
has  occupied  considerable  time  in  endeavouring  to  show 
that  we  have  no  such  power ;  but  I-  would  refer  to  the 
case  of  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Wiveliscombc,  in  which  the 
question  was  one  of  professional  impropriety,  and 
where  the  individual  was  requested  to  resign,  as  show- 
ing not  only  that  we  have  the  power,  but  that  it  has 
been  exercised. 

Dr.  Tunstall  :  Mr.  Edwards  was  expelled  at  the 
instance  of  the  West  Somerset  and  Taunton  Branch, 
and  I  was  present  on  tho  occasion. 

Mr.  CoLTHURST :  I  refer  to  this  rule  merely  to  show 
that  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Barrett  are  irrelevant  to  the 
question  under  discussion. 


Mr.  Barrett  :  The  branch  at  Taunton  sent  np  three 
questions  to  the  general  Association : — ^Fiist,  whether 
Mr.  Blake  was  a  member  of  the  profession,  anodur 
question  which  I  forgot,  and  lastly,  what  advice  they 
would  give  respecting  Mr.  Edwards,  he  having  oonsvtted 
with  Mr.  Blake,  if  it  should  turn  out  that  Bhfee 
was  not  a  member  of  the  profession.  The  Council 
wrote  to  the  branch  requesting  Mr.  Edwards  to 
resign,  and  the  question  was  afterwards  brought 
before  the  Association  at  large,  according  to  the 
22nd  rule,  which  has  been  quoted  by  Mr.  Cotthmt. 
niat  rule,  I  contend,  only  applies  to  the  Sodety  at 
large;  and  this  branch  having  no  such  power,  I  do 
not  think  this  rule  has  any  wdght  on  the  line  of 
argument  I  take.  I  assume  that  this  Association  has  so 
great  a  fear,  or  I  will  say  dislike,  and  has  so  little 
ground  for  entering  upon  these  questions,  that  ^ey  have 
never  to  my  knowledge  taken  up  the  points  in  any 
decided  way.  I  remember,  however,  that  when  Mr. 
Kilvert  was  prepared  to  bring  forward  some  such 
question,  Mr.  Bartrum  said  that  it  could  not  b«  brought 
forward  at  thisbrsnch,  and  notice  was  given  for  bringing 
it  forward  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Assodationv 
which  I  believe  was  held  in  this  city.  At  that  time  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  the  branch  was  indiflerent  to 
the  honour  of  the  profession,  but  it  was  then  felt  fiiat 
the  subject  was  not  originally  contemplated  by  tho 
original  constitution  of  the  Association,  and  therefore, — 
Mr.  Green  :  With  the  view  of  taking  the  sense  of 
the  meeting  on  the  subject,  which  has  now  been  dis- 
cussed at  such  length,  I  will  move, — "  That  this  meet- 
ing is  perfectly  competent  to  consider  the  resolution 
before  it." 

Dr.  Ttnstall  :  I  will  second  that. 
The  President  then  put  Mr.  Green's  resolution, 
which  was  carried  with  two  dissentients  (Mr.  Barrett 
and  Mr.  Bush,)  adding,  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt 
whatever  that  this  branch  has  the  power  to  entertsia 
the  resolution  before  it. 

Dr.  Davies  :   I  hope  there  will  be  no  more  inter- 
fering with  Mr.  Barrett  in  his  defence. 

The  President:  I  hope  npt,  too,  but  the  object 
seems  to  be  to  bring  him  to  it. 
Mr.  Barrett  :  I  think  this  is  a  subject 
A  voice :  Cut  it  short. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  It  is  all  very  well  to  cry  out^"Cut 
it  short;"  but — 

The  President  ;  The  resolution  which  the  meeting 
has  passed,  has  taken  away  any  responsibility  from  me 
in  the  matter.  I  might  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
interfere,  but  it  has  been  already  decided  that  die 
meeting  is  competent  to  deal  with  the  question  before 
it;  that  being  so,  we  are  quite  ready  to  hear  what  yon 
have  to  say  in  your  defence. 
Mr.  Barrett  :  Am  I  to  go  on  ? 
The  President:  Yes;  but  yon  are  not  to  argue 
against  our  right  to  consider  your  case.  Y'ou  must 
take  that  point  as  settled. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  I  do  not  admit  the  right  for  one 
moment. 

The  President  :  If  you  do  not,  I  shall  be  obh'ged 
to  put  Dr.  Swayne's  resolution. 

Mr.  Barrett:    I  cannot,   of  course,   control  the 
actions  of  this  meetings;  but  surety  I  have  a  right  to 
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ihow  that  the  drcumstanoes  ander  which  I  joined  this 
Association  give  it  no  sach  right  as  that  claimed  to  be 
exercised,  and  if  I  am  prevented — 

Mr.  SoDEN  (Bath):  I  would  call  Mr.  Barrett's 
attentbn  to  an  expression  which  fell  from  him  just  now, 
from  which  I  inferred  that  he  admitted  that  in  extreme 
cases  we  are  a  competent  body  to  deal  with  them. 

Mr.  Baraett  :  Not  this  branch,  but  the  Association 
at  large. 

Mr.  SoDEN  :  "Well,  if  that  is  so,  we  are  competent, 
at  all  events,  to  report  our  opinion,  upon  the  conduct 
of  a  member.    There  can  be  no  medium  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  I  cannot  help  it;  I  differ  from  Mr. 
Soden.  I  contend  that  this  Branch  has  no  right  to 
take  up  such  a  question  as  that  no  v  before  it ;  and  his 
view  of  the  subject  is  by  no  means  a  sequitur  of  my 
proposition. 

Mr.  Collins  (Chew  Magna)  :  Sir,  we  have  now 
been  summoned  here  twice  to  consider  this  matter,  and 
I  do  hope  it  will  be  settled  this  evening. 

Mr.  Cob  :  The  case  of  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Batheaston, 
has  been  brought  forward  in  this  branch ;  and  though 
I  will  not  say  it  was  a  similar  case,  it  established  the 
principle  against  which  Mr.  Barrett  has  been  contending. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  I  must  speak  on  this.  Mr.  Coe,  if 
he  remembers  the ^  case  of  Mr.  Edwards,  will  recollect 
that  the  mover  brought  it  forward  without  having  given 
notice;  and  it  was  because  some  charges  had  been  made 
in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Edwards  that  the  matter  was 
gone  into. 

The  Presidrnt  :  It  will  bring  this  matter,  so  far,  to 
a  conclusion,  Mr.  Barrett,  if  I  ask, — Do  you  or  do 
you  not  admit  the  right  of  this  meeting  to  consider  your 
conduct  ? 

Mr.  Barrett  :  I  do  not  admit  it.    I  protest  against  it. 

Dr.  TuMSTALL  {aotio  voce)  :  What  does  it  matter  in 
a  court  of  justice  if  a  prisoner  who  is  convicted  objects 
to  the  Judge  passing  sentence  on  him  ? 

Mr.  Barrett  (with  excitement) :  What  does  the 
man  mean  ?  I  advise  him  to  take  care  what  he  says 
respecting  me. 

The  President  :  If  you  deny  the  right  of  the 
Association  to  consider  your  case,  I  must  put  the 
resolution  which  has  been  moved  by  Dr.  Swayne,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Prichard.  I  understand  you  do  not 
wish  to  make  any  further  defence  ? 

1^.  Barrett  :  No;  but  that  I  may  not  be  misun- 
der^od,  I  wish  to  make— (Cries  of  "  Chair,  chair.") 
I  can  understand  that  there  are  very  strong  reasons  and 
motiycs  not  very  creditable  to  those  who  object  to  my 
being  heard.     (**  Order,  order.") 

The  President  :  Your  defence  may  take  any  shape 
but  a  denial  of  the  power  of  the  branch  to  consider 
your  case.  We  make  allowances  for  your  position; 
but  it  will  not  do  for  you  to  deny  our  power  to  consider 
you)*  case,  and  with  the  exception  of  that  point  you  can 
say  anything  you  like  to  defend  yourself. 

Mr.  Barrett  :  It  comes  to  this  ;  that  I  cannot 
acknowledge  the  propriety  of  the  course  which  has  been 
adopted  here,and  if  this  branch  chooses  to  attack  me  I 
must  enter  on  a  public  defence  of  myself.  I  shall  then 
state  why  I  could  not  admit  a  principle  whjch  I  con- 
sider to  be  fraught  with  danger,  why  I  objected  to  the 
course  into  which  this  Association  is  now  being  urged, 


and  why  I  cannot  admit  that  I  am  responsible  here  for 
what  I  have  done, 

The  President  then  put  Dr.  Swayne's  resolution  ^ 
which  uras  carried  with  one  dissentient  (Mr.  Bush.) 

Mr.  GrAen  moved  and  Dr.  Swatnb  seconded  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  President,  who  acknowledged  the 
compliment,  expressing  his  readiness  at  all  times  to 
serve  the  Association,  and  congratulating  the  members- 
on  the  termination  of  the  present  proceedings. 


MR.  BARRETT'S  LETTER. 

"  To  Me  Ediior  qf  the  Bath  Joumai. 

"  Sir, — In  this  case,  with  Mr.  W.  Bush,  I  volunteered 
evidence  in  favour  of  the  defendant.  I  stated  in  Court 
the  motives  which  induced  mo  to  do  so.  I  had  heard 
reports  to  Mr.  Cox's  injury  very  indefatigably  circu- 
lated before  the  trial  which  turned  out  to  be  false,  and 
I  may  now  add,  that  I  heard  given  in  Court  medical 
evidence  of  a  most  damnatory  character  against  him, 
bnt  the  importance  of  which,  in  my  estimation,  was 
only  equalled  by  its  incorrectness. 

''  As  a  Surgeon  I  ventured  flatly  to  deny  the  correct- 
ness of  that  evidence,  and  I  request  the  favour  of  your- 
allowing  me  to  substantiate  the  justice  of  this  denial. 

*f  I  do  not  feel  it  necessary  to  take  into  consideration 
Mr.  Topp's  medical  evidence.  He  said  he  differed 
from  Sir  A.  Cooper.  Doubtless  he  does  differ  from 
him — ^not  in  opinion  only.  I  confine  myself  to  those 
gentlemen  who  profess  not  merely  a  diploma,  but  such 
an  acknowledged  professional  reputation  as  makes  it 
plainly  a  matter  of  justice  to  Mr.  Cox  to  inquire  how 
fiir,  as  men  of  science,  they  are  borne  out  in  the 
opinions  they  gave. 

''  The  Judge  thus  states  their  opinions,  '  As  one 
witness  after  another  was  called,  they  all  agreed  that 
they  did  not  believe  that  Uuch  a  case  ever  existed,  and 
was  treated  in  this  same  way.  Their  evidence,  the 
jury  would  see,  took  a  duplex  form:  they  did  not 
believe  that  the  diseases  which  were  specified  upon  the 
face  of  the  bill  ever  could  coexist  in  the  same  patient ; 
and  that  supposing  the  effects,  and  nature,  and  symp- 
stoms,  of  the  patient's  case  to  be  truly  described,  then 
they  maintained  that  the  treatment  was  incredible.' 
(  Vide  Repori.J 

'*.  First,  as  to  the  co-existence  of  the  two  diseases- 
Mr.  liawTence,  who  is  inferior  to  no  surgeon  of  this  or 
any  other  country,  says  of  John  Hunter : — '  He  was  a 
great  advocate  for  the  identity  of  the  poisons  of 
gonorrhoea  and  syphilis ;  in  (elcU  he  says,  the  two 
poisons  are  the  same,'  and  he  details  John  Hunter's 
experiment  to  prove  that  the  matter  of  gonorrhoea, 
would  produce  the  universally-recognised  symptoms  of 
syphilis.  Mr.  Lawrence  demurs  to  this  opinion,  but 
he  expressly  says,  '  Now  we  do  sometimes  find  that 
gonorthaa  anSi  syphilis  exist  toffeiher,  but  their  co- 
existence is  comparatively  rare.*  (Lawrence's  Lectures 
on  Surgery.     Medical  Gazette,  vol.  v.,  pp.  810,  81 1.) 

"  The  experience  of  others,  however,  goes  to  show 
that  their  co-existence  is  more  frequent.  Dr.  Fenwick 
has  reported  943  venereal  cases  treated  in  the  Lock 
Wards  connected  with  the  Newcastle  Infirmary.    Of 
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tliese  not  only  were  there  170  in  which  gonorrhoea  and 
venereal  lores  were  combined,  bot  in  a  nomber  of 
othcTB  there  was  a  combination  of  gonorrhoea  and 
secondary  $ypkUUie  sjmptoms.  {Medical  Gazette, 
Tol.  xKii.,  p.  737.) 

"  The  idea  of  the  impofsibilitj  of  their  co-existenoe 
aeemi  not  to  have  entered  thie  gentleman's  mind.  He 
is  considering  whether  mercnry  shonld  or  should  not  be 
employed  in  sach  cases  and  decides  that  it  shonid  be. 
This,  it  will  be  remembered,  constituted  an  important 
part  of  Mr.  Cox's  treatment. 

"  In  Medical  Gazette,  vol.  xv.,  p.  193,  will  be  fonnd 
reported  a  case  where  gonorrhoea,  ulcer,  and  bubo,  m 
an  advanced  etate  qf  euppwation  co-existed;  a  com- 
bination which  onJy  wanted  phimosis  and  stricture  to 
be  that  described  by  Mr.  Cox,  except  that  there  was 
happily  no  suppuration.     I  think  one  of  the  medical 
witnesses  stated  that  such  a  combination  conid  not  be 
cured  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Cox's  treatment,  but  the  case 
here  reported  was  dismissed,  cured,  in  less  than  five  weeks. 
"But,  after  all,  the  real  question  at  issue  was  not 
whether  a  true  syphilitic  sore  can  co-exist  with  gonorr- 
hoea.     Such  an  inquiry  would  have  had  no  interest 
for  the  Court  whatever  it  might  for  the  profession. 
The  question  really  was,  whether  a  venereal  sore  of 
importance,  which  might  or  might  not  be  true  chancre, 
could  coexist  with  discharge  from  the  urethra,  stricture, 
jphimosis,  and  bubo.     If  it  could  not  there  was  no 
alternative;  Mr.  Cox  swore  it  did,  and,  therefore,  he 
most  have  been  guilty  of  perjury ;  if  it  could,  then  the 
jnedical  witnesses,  for  the  plaintiff,  have  done  him  deep 
if  not  irreparable  injustice  by  their  statement.     To  this 
issue,  both  he  and  they  are  tied  down.     That  such  a 
combination  can  exUt  I  have  already  expressed  my 
belief,  and  I  would  refer  any  one  who  doubts  it  to  Mr. 
Skey's   Lectures  on   the  Venereal   Disease.    Medical 
Gazette,  vol.  ixiv.,  p.  263,  where  he  is  treating  on 
what  he  calls  « the  common  primary  venereal  sore— the 
Tenerola  Vulgaris  of  Evans.'     He  states  that  these 
lores  are  often   « attendants  on  the  latter  stages  of 
gonorrhoea,'  (it  will  be  remembered  Mr.  Cox's  paUent 
had  been  under  treatment  two  months  for  gonorrhoea 
when  he  first  saw  him,;  that  they  affect  the  prepuce 
(the  case  here  where  it  caused  phimosis) ;  that  this  sore 
which  he  calls  *  the  primary  syphillis  of  Mr.  WaUace' 
(mark  the  term)  is  not  attended  with  that  kind  of  hard- 
ness which  would  leave  behind  it  proofs  of  its  existence, 
1)ut  is  occasionally  attended  by  more  or  less  tumefaction 
Or  soft  hardening  (i.  e.,  it  might  have  existed  and  yet 
Jiot  have  left  any  traces  of  induration  which  Mr.«Harries 
would  discover,  though  it  might  have  produced  the 
phimosis  which  Mr.  Cox  swears  it  did,  I  have  endea- 
voured feiriy  to  represent  Mr.  Skey's  opinions  on  this 
point) ;  that  it  presents  sometimes  when  situated  on  the 
prepuce  a  fungous  appearance,  which  has  gained  it  the 
name  of  the  *  elevated  ulcer*  (Mr.  Harries,  when  he 
examined  the  case,  found  what  he  called  a  wart,  or, 
probably,  a  relic  of  this  ulcer)  ;  that  bubo  is  an  occa- 
sional attendant  on  it  (Mr.  Cox  said  it  was  here) ;  and, 
lastly,  that  this  ulcer  may  be  mistaken  for  true  syphilitic 
sore.'     These  are  the  words  of  Mr.    Skey  :— r'  Some 
years  since   I  was  in   consultation  with  an  eminent 
surgeon  on  a  case  of  venerola,  occurring  in  an  hospital 
patient,  to  which  my  attention  was  directed  as  to  a  case 
of  the  true  Hunterian  chancre,* 


"  I  put  it  then  to  any  man  of  oommon  sense,  whether 
Mr.  Skey,  who  is  a  surgeon  of  eminence,  in  Londoa, 
attached  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  may  not  be 
right,  even  though  he  be  opposed  to  the  strong  opinioa 
of  the  medical  witnesses  for  the  plaintiff,  and  if  Mr. 
Skey  be  right  then  Mr.  Cox  may  have  seea  soch  a 
combination  of  disease. 

"  The  tr^ment,  the  Judge  says,  was  maintainfd  by 
the  witnesses  to  be  incredible,  and  particular  exception 
was  taken  to  the  use  of  the  tnedieated  bougie.  One 
point  seems  to  have  been  forgotten  by  the  medical 
witnesses,  that  it  was  a  medicaied  bougie  and  that  it 
was  passed  on  that  account.  Mr.  Cox's  pupil  imagined 
that  the  idea  on  which  this  practioe  was  founded  was 
original,  but  this  is  not  the  case.  It  has  the  sanctioii 
of  the  very  higfa^  authority  of  Ricord ;  and  so  £ur  fiom 
condemning  the  application  of  copaiba  twice  a  day  to 
the  seat  of  the  disease,  if  the  treatment  is  to  be  suc- 
cessful, it  should  be  done,  if  possible,  repeatedly.  I 
would  refer  those  who  wish  for  farther  information,  on 
this  subject,  to  Ricord's  Lectures  (Provincial  Medical 
Journal,  1843,  p.  227),  and  also  to  an  interesting  cne 
reported  in  Medical  Gazette,  vol.  xxxvi.,  p.  744. 

"One  medical  witness  considers  poulticing  and  foment- 
ing no  part  of  a  medical  man's  duties,  but  does  he  not 
remember  that  the  great  surgeon,  whose  pupil  I  think 
he  was,  the  late  Mr.  Abemethy,  thought  so  differently 
that  when  he  lectured,  not  to  pupils,  but  to  the  senior 
and  leading  surgeons  of  London,  at  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons, he  described  the  right  way  of  making  a  poultice. 
Another  medical  witness  considered  such  things  ii^ra 
dig.  in  a  surgeon,  but  surely  he  might  have  remembered 
that  this  was  a  case  of  secrecy,  that  these  little  opera- 
tions could  hardly  have  been  done  at  home  without 
discovery,  and  that  certainly  Mr.  Cox  would  not  have 
been  allowed  by  his  patient  to  have  given  his  Mamma, 
Mrs.  Betty  Bourn,  a  lecture  on  the  best  way  of  making 
and  applying  a  poultice  to  her  son. 

**  Another  gentleman  could  not  believe  a  patient  to 
walk  without  limping  if  he  had  such  diseases — ^bnt 
strange,  indeed,  are  the  powers  of  concealment  when 
character  is  at  stake.  I  was  once  called  to  attend  in 
her  confinement  a  patient  of  this  gentleman.  She  was 
then  dying  of  consumption,  and  had,  I  was  informed, 
been  for  some  months  of  her  pregnancy  under  his  care. 
There  were  reasons  why  her  real  state  should  be  con- 
cealed from  him,  and  it  was  so  concealed,  for  he  Aver 
knew  of  her  pregnancy,  nor  of  her  confinement,  tlough 
attending  her  during  the  period  of  both.  This  was 
even  more  difficult  to  effect  than  walking  without 
limping  would  have  been  in  Mr.  Cox's  patient.  And 
now,  sir,  I  will  leave  this  question  to  the  public.  Wbea 
I  gave  my  evidence  for  Mr.  Cox  I  professed  to  do  it 
from  a  sense  of  what  was  due  to  him  and  our  common 
profession.  I  have  no  wish  to  say  anything  which  inaj 
annoy  any  man,  but  when  we  come  forward  in  a  Court 
of  justice  and  give  an  opinion  we  are  responsible  for  it, 
and  we  have  no  right  to  complain  if  it  be  criticised. 

"  I  am  not  writing  anonymously ;  and  my  friend  Mr. 
Bush,  who  has  seen  this  letter,  allows  me  to  say  that  he 
agrees  with  it. 

*'  I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  JOHN  BARRETT,  F.R.C.S. 

"  13,  Pierrepont  Street,  Sept.  9th,  1852." 
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"  P.S.  One  remark  more  in  justice  to  Mr.  Cox.  I 
luiTe,  since  the  trial ,  very  carefully  examined  the  entries 
in  his  day-book,  at  which  exception  was  taken,  and 
•compared  them  with  other  parts  of  the  same  book.  I 
am  convinced  that  his  best  way  of  clearing  himself  of 
the  diargo  of  trickery  with  regard  to  them,  is  to  let  his 
book  be  as  open  to  others  as  it  was  most  readilynllowed 
to  be  to  me.  The  internal  evidence  of  ih^Aole  book 
supports  Mr.  Cox's  statement  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
these  entries  were  made,  and  he  has  declaret^  to  me  his 
readiness  to  submit  them  to  such  examination."    . 


MIDLAND  BEANCH. 


Thb  general  quarterly  meeting  of  this  Branch  was 
held  in  the  Board  Room  of  the  General  Hospital,  near 
Nottingham,  on  the  2ad  inst.  The  chair  was  taken  at 
three  o'clock  by  Dr.  Williams,  of  Nottmgham,  the 
Px-esident  for  the  year;  and  amongst  the  members 
present  were — ^Thos.  Paget,  Esq.,  Leicester ;  Drs. 
Heygate  and  Goode,  Derby;  B*  W.  Brown,  Esq., 
Wymeswold ;  Dr.  Smyth,  Bingham ;  Dr.  Somers,  8th 
Hussars ;  Dr.  Gill,  Dr.  Ransom,  Dr.  H.  Payne,  B. 
Eddison,  Esq.,  H.  Taylor,  Esq.,  J.  C.  L.  Marsh,  Esq., 
A.  Darby,  Esq.,  G.  E.  Stanger,  Esq.,  Dr.  Sloane, 
J.  S.  Alderson,  Esq.,  T.  L.  Barwis,  Esq.,  J.  White, 
Esq.,  J.  Onroch,  Esq.,  &c. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Wymeswold,  read  a  very  elaborate  and 
highly  interesting  paper  on  '*  Intestinal  ObstructioBS,'' 
an  analysis  of  which  we  for  the  present  postpone,  in 
the  hope  that  the  valuable  paper  may  itself  shortly  be 
published.  , 

After  an  interesting  discussion  on  some  points  brought 
forward  by  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Paget  moved,  and  Dr. 
Heygate  seconded,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  author  of  the 
p^ier.  — 

Dr.  Ransom,  of  Nottingham,  made  a  communication 
on  the  **  Comparative  Value  of  several  forms  of  the 
Galvanic  Battery  which  have  recently  been  used  for 
Medical  Purposes." 

A  discussion  on  the  subject  of  Dr.  Ransom's  com- 
munication followed,  in  which  Mr.  Darby,  Dr.  Goode, 
and  Mr.  Stanger,  took  part.  Dr.  Goode  moved,  and 
Mr.  H.Taylor  seconded,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Ransom. 
Mr.  Stanger  communicated  a  ''Case  of  Cystic 
Oxide  Calculus,"  occurring  in  a  hrmer  residing  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Nottingham,  and  who  had  been 
labouring  under  symptoms  of  stone  in  the  bladder  for 
six  months.  The  patient  was  about  50  years  of  age,  and 
had  long  had  delicate  health.  Having  detected  the 
existence  of  a  stone,  Mr.  Stanger  recommended  him  to 
have  it  crushed  at  once,  as  his  constitution  wss  beginning 
to  sympathise  with  the  local  irriUtion.  He  was  losing 
flesh,  his  appetite  W9S  capricious,  and  his  rest  often 
disturbed.  The  urine  was  generally  turbid,  with  a 
quantity  of  mucous  sediment ;  it  had  a  slightly  alkaline 
reaction.  He  was  operated  upon  on  November  13th ; 
the  stone  was  readily  seized,  and  broken  several  times 
merely  by  the  pressure  of  tiie  thumb  upon  the  instru- 
ment, (Biodie's  Uthotrite.)    Very  little  pain  was  com- 


plained of  during  the  operation.  On  the  following  day 
be  passed  a  quantity  of  fragments  enclosed  in  a  gela- 
tidous  semi-fluid  mass.  The  whole  came  away  at  onoe, 
and  was  afterwards  removed  from  the^  vessel  entire. 
During  the  two  following  days  the  urine  was  bloody, 
and  thick  with  mucus,  but  no  calculous  matter  was- 
voided  after  the  expulsion  of  the  above-mentioned 
mass.  Neither  had  he  from  that  time  to  the  present 
any  symptoms  of  the  existence  of  stone,  and  none  could 
be  detected  on  sounding. 

On  analysis  by  Dr.  Ransom,  the  stone  was  found  to 
consist  of  a  central  mass  of  cystine,  surrounded  by 
crust,  loose  and  crystalline  in  texture,  and  composed  of 
of  a  mixture  of  fusible  calculus,  uric  acid,  and  anin^il 
matter. 

After  a  discussion,  in  which  Mr.  Paget,  Dr.  Smyth, 
and  Mr.  Darby  took  part.  Dr.  Smyth  moved,  and  Mr 
Darby  seconded,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Stanger. 

Mr.  Marsh,  of  Nottingham,  communicated  two 
**  Cases  of  Cataract,  as  illustrating  the  relative  advan- 
tages of  the  operations  for  extraction  and  depression."' 

After  observations  by  Mr.  Paget,  Mr.  Brown,  Dr. 
Ransom,  and  other  members,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Marsh  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Brown,  and  seconded  by 
Dr.  Ransom. 

The  subject  of  medical  ethics  was  indroduoed  by  Dr» 
Goode,  of  Derby,  when,  after  remarks  by  Dr.  HeygatCr 
Mr.  PSget,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Stanger,  and  others,  it 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  Eddison,  and  seconded  by  Dr. 
H.  Payne, — ''That  the  discussion  of  the  subject 
of  medical  ethics  be  postponed  to  the  next  quarterly 
meeting," 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  WUliams  for  his  able  oondoct 
in  the  chair,  was  afterwards  proposed  by  Dr.  Heygate, 
and  seoondrd  by  Mr.  Paget,  and  the  meeting  separated 
shortly  after  six  o'clock. 


EAST  KENT  &  CANTERBUEY  MEDICAL^^ 
SOCIETY.* 

Caie§  IllustroHve  qf  wme  qf  the  peculiar  feaiuret  qf 
Hysteria, — By  Mk.  Rigdkn. 
A  FBMALE,  aged  19^  years,  the  unmarried  daughter  of 
a  laundress,  residing  in  the  Military  Road,  Canterbury,- 
has  bee^^he  subject  of  the  subjoined  morbid  pheno- 
mena for  the  last  five  years.  At  14  years  of  age,  wheik. 
she  seemed  as  healthy  as  other  young  females,  the 
catamenia  appeared,  and  recurred  for  three  successive 
months,  then  ceased,  and  have  never  since  returned. 
About  this  time  she  was  suddenly  attacked  with  severe 
pain  in  the  right  knee,  without  having  received  any 
iijury  or  fright  to  account  for  it.  Shortly  afterwards- 
an  abscess  formed  in  the  cellular  tissue  above  the  knee, 
which  was  opened,  and  discharged  abundantly.  The 
abscess  healed,  but  pain  of  the  knee  continued,  and 
was  soon  felt  in  the  other  knee,  and  subsequently  over- 
the  whole  surface  of  the  body.     In  two  years  from  the 
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-oommenoement  of  tho  illness,  the  lower  limbs  became 
contracted,  as  at  present.  Daring  this  whole  period 
the  alvine  and  renal  secretions  were  regular,  and 
sufficient.  She  was  placed  under  the  care  of  several 
practitioners  (and  also  of  quacks)  until  August,  1849. 
when  she  ceased  to  take  medicine,  or  to  use  any  remedial 
measures,  ^  and  since  that  time  she  is  reported  to  have 
-abstained  entirely  from  solid  and  fluid  nourishment, 
except  the  smallest  quantity  of  the  pulp  of  an  apple 
4Uid  of  an  orange. 

Preaent  general  tgfpearance. — ^The  body  is  much 
•emaciated,  with  slight  oedema  of  the  lower  extremities, 
which  are  rigidly  contracted,  the  thighs  being  com- 
pletely flexed  upon  the  abdomen,  and  the  legs  upon 
the  thighs.  There  is  exalted  sensibility  over  the  whole 
surface  of  the  body.  The  pulse  is  accelerated  and 
very  feeble.  The  pulmonary  and  cardiac  sounds  are 
healthy.  It  is  positively  asserted  by  herself  and  friends 
that  there  has  not  been  any  evacuation  by  rectum  or 
mouth  for  the  last  18  monihe.  The  urinary  secretion 
is  very  scanty,  and  is  said  not  to  exceed  a  table  spoonful 
at  a  time,  and  to  be  only  passed  once  in  10  days.  An 
ulceration  between  the  opposed  surfisices  of  the  calves 
«nd  thighs,  discharges  freely. 

Miss  H.,  aged  35,  unmarried,  residing  with  her 
mother  in  Orchard  Place,  Canterbury,  and  possessed 
of  an  independanoe,  is  aflUcted  with  exalted  sensibility 
over  the  whole  surface  of  the  body,  and  with  vomiting, 
which  occurs  from  the  least  excitement ;  together  with 
retention,  or  almost  total  repression,  of  urine.  Until 
ihe  18th  year  of  her  age,  from  which  period  she  dates 
the  commencement  of  her  ailments,  she  had  enjoyed 
good  health .  She  was  then  attacked  with  what  she  called 
"  Cholera,"  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  (seven- 
teen years,)  she  has  been  daily  afflicted  with  vomiting 
-of  a  bland  watery  fluid,  which  is  not  invariably 
excited  by  taking  food.  The  catamenia  did  not  appear 
tin  the  age  of  30,  but  have  been  regular,  though  scanty, 
ever  since.  She  has  always  been  of  a  costive  habit. 
At  the  age  of  about  31  years,  or  about  three  years  and 
a  half  since,  she  first  became  unable  to  pass  urine ;  a 
catheter  was  then  introduced,  but  not  more  than  a 
wineglassfal  of  urine  was  withdrawn.  Since  this 
period  she  has  never  voided  urine  without  the  use  of 
the  catheter,  which  she  introduces  herself  once  in 
twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours,  but  rarely  mifte  than  a 
winegla^sful  is  withdrawn,  and  upon  no  occasion  has 
more  than  twice  that  quantity  passed  at  one  time. 
Her  bowels  have  never  during  this  period  acted  without 
the  use  of  warm-water  enemata,  which  are  administered 
not  oftener  than  once  in  ten  days.  She  is  not  subject 
to  leucorrhoea,  or  any  other  morbid  vaginal  discharge, 
but  imagines  that  her  womb  is  prolapsed,  which  upon 
examination  is  not  found  to  be  the  case.  The  perspi- 
ration, which  has  an  urinous  odour,  is  very  excessive, 
particularly  during  the  night.  She  has  the  appearance 
of  a  person  in  good  health,  and  takes  a  moderate 
quantity  of  nourishment,  but  is  quickly  fatigued  by 
exertion.  She  has  always  been  subject  to  great  anxiety, 
in  consequence  of  legal  disputes  about  her  property. 


A  cold  8>hower-bath,  used  daily,  refreshes  her,  but  pro- 
duces no  other  benefit. 

Miss  H.,  aged  about  17  years,  nnmarried,  and  reaid. 
ing  in  Orchard  Place,  Canterbury,  with  her  mother,  a 
lady  of  independent  property,  applied  to  Mr.  Sigden  in 
Novembef||PB49,  for  the  relief  of  an  intermittsnt  ooi^a 
which  occurred  regularly  every  day  at  6  a.ii.,  and  5  p.ic.> 
and  continued  with  violence  for  a  period  of  one  to  two 
hours.  Her  mother  states  that  she  has  been  so  affltrtwd 
for  several  months,  that  at  first  it  oceorred  but  onoo 
daily,  namely,  at  5  p.h.  ;  but  since  powerfiol  remedies 
have  been  used  the  paroxysm  hae  returned  twice  daily. 
In  the  intervals,  she  appears  in  as  good  health  and  spirits 
as  other  young  females.  She  menstmates  regulariy, 
and  in  sufficient  quantity,  and  the  ahrine  and  nrinarj 
secretions  are  regular.  She  has  exalted  sensibility  ia 
the  region  of  the  right  hypochondrium,  but  nowhere 
else,  and  the  application  of  a  mustard  plaister  in  Ihis 
rituation  every  morning,  seemed  to  cut  short  tbe 
paroxysm  of  cough,  but  it  had  not  the  same  effect  in 
the  evening:  then  the  inhalation  of  chloroform  had 
more  influence  than  any  other  remedy.  Electro^al- 
vauism,  purgatives,  and  various  antispasmodics,  gave  no 
relief.  The  only  cause  that  could  be  assigned  for  fUf 
curious  affection  was  a  severe  punish'Qient  at  school, 
which  produced  great  depression  of  spirits,  and  was  soon 
followed  by  the  above-mentioned  symptoms. 

A  female,  aged  40,  unmarried,  living  in  Norfli  Lam, 
Canterbury,  has  been  afllicted  for  the  last  15  years  with 
augmented  sensibility  over  the  whole  surfiu^  of  the 
body,  particularly  the  neck  and  chest.  She  oommenoed 
menstruating  at  the  age  of  12,  and  has  continued  to  do 
so  regularly  in  sufficient  quantity  up  to  the  present  time. 
She  dates  her  ailments  from  the  age  of  17,  when  she 
had  scarlet  fever,  and  at  the'^ame  time,  family  misfor- 
tunes  caused  her  great  anxiety.  She  was,'however,  able 
to  continue  her  usual  occupation,  being  only  troubled 
with  occasional  pain  in  her  left  side.  At  the  age  of  24 
or  25  she  lost  her  mother,  which  increased  her  dtstrem, 
and  since  then  she  has  never  been  able  to  leave  her  bed. 
About  nine  years  since,  she  became  almost  blind  for  some 
months,  there  was,  however,  no  apparent  disease  in  tiie 
eyes ;  she  afterwards  gradually  recovered  her  sight,  and 
has  retained  it  evei*  since.  About  the  time  that  vision 
returned,  she  became  affected  with  vomiting  after 
taking  any  food,  which  invariably  returned  aboat  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  after  being  swallowed,  scarcely  at  all 
changed. '  The  alvine  evacuations  were  regular,  though 
scantily  tinged  with  bile.  The  urinary  secretions  were 
natural.  Her  diet  for  the  last  five  years  has  been — tea 
or  chocolate  for  breakfast,  without  solid  food;  at 
eleven  a.m.,  half  a  pint  of  porter,  and  a  piece  of  cake; 
for  dinner,  a  mutton  chop  alone;  at  half-past  four  P.u., 
tea  and  bread  and  butter,  and  sometimes  an  egg ;  lets 
in  the  evening  another  half  pint  of  porter,  which  meal 
she  occasionally  retains.  The  antispasmodics  that  have 
been  administered,  have  almost  invariably  been  retaiaedy 
except  when  taken  about  the  time  of  her  meals,  when 
they  have  been  rejected  with  the  food. 
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Miss  S.,  aged  22,  nnmarried,  living  with  her  mother 
at  Tyler  Hill,  near  Canterbuiy,  applied  December, 
1650,  for  the  relief  of  a  severe  pain  in  the  left  maxillary 
articulation,  which  was  not  increased  by  pressure. 
Motion  of  the  part  occasions  a  distinct  grating  soundi 
audible  to  other  persons  in  the  room.  She  states  that 
she  has  been  so  afflicted  for  several  months  past,  and 
has  been  under  the  care  of  several  practitioners,  without 
obtaining  relief.  The  affection,  apparently  depending 
upon  an  hysterical  state  of  the  system,  Tinct.  Canth., 
with  Tinct^  Ferri  Sesquichlor.,  was  prescribed,  and  in 
ten  days  the  symptoms  were  removed.  It  has  been 
lubseqnently  ascertained  that  this  singular  affection  has 
returned. 

The  relation  of  the  foregoing  cases  elicited  many 
remarks,  together  with  the  details  of  several  similar 
cases.  The  extraordinary  self-delusion  and  deception 
that  was  practised  upon  others,  frequently  quite  in- 
voluntarily, was  particularly  dwelt  upon.  The  complete 
cessation  of  all  alvine  evacuations,  and  the  almost  entire 
abstinence  from  food  during  the  eighteen  months  related 
in  the  first  case,  was  not  credited.  An  instance  was 
mentioned,  in  which  a  young  lady  affected  with  hysteria 
was  supposed,  upon  her  own  declaration,  to  be  living 
absolutely  upon  nothing.  However,  when  very  nar- 
rowly watched,  it  was  discovered  that  she  subsisted 
upon  a  large  basin  of  bread  and  milk,  which  was  placed 
in  her  room  at  night,  by  her  own  request,  for  her^  com- 
panion lap>dog.  A  case  was  related,  illustrating  the 
want  of  self-control  in  checking  these  deceptions,  which 
was  sometimes  experienced  by  the  patient  herself.  A 
lady,  of  high  moral  character,  became  subject  to 
hysteria,  and  had  paralysis  of  one  of  her  arms.  After 
a  [time  she  recovered,  and  then,  with  much  pain  and 
distress,  confessed  that  the  paralysis  had  been  feigned; 
and,  although  she  was  conscious  during  the  whole  period 
that  she  was  very  wrong,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  she 
felt  an  utter  inability  to  prevent  herself  from  continuing 
the  deception.  The  great  desire  to  excite  sympathy 
and  commiseration  seemed  often  to  be  the  actuating 
motive  of  these  simulations  in  hysterical  females,  and 
when  the  patient  became  the  object  of  charity,  or  the 
kind  solicitude  of  friends  and]  neighbours,  the  hope  of 
recovery  was  almost  remoyed.  The  control  of  mental 
influence  seemedf  often  to  have  more  effect  in  bringing 
about  recovery,  in  the  more  recent^  or  acute,  than  in 
the  long  continued  forms  of  the  disorder,  and  the 
influence  of  the  ordinary  remedies  seemed  to  be  effica- 
douB  in  a  similar  degree.  Several  instances  were 
quoted,  in  which  strong  mental  emotion  had  effected  a 
a  cure.  The  cases  illustrated  the  point,  that  the  exact 
relation  between  this  disease  and  the  menstrual  func- 
tion was  not  yet  attained,  and  partook  somewhat  of  the 
obscurity  surrounding  the  nature  of  the  complaint  itself; 
]Q  two  of  the  instances,  menstruation  was  natural, 
whilst  in  the  other  more  or  less  derangement  existed. 
Mr.  Rigden  mentioned  that  the  application  of  the  two 
remedies,  which  checked  in  some  degree  the  periodic 
cough,  was  reversed,  but  the  choloroform  had  no 
influence  upon  the  morning  attack. 


Report  on  SmalUPox,  at  it  occurred  during  three 
Epidemice  in  the  practice  qf  the  Canterbury  Diepen-. 
eary  between  the  years  1837  and  1848.-— By  Mr. 

RiODSN. 

The  total  number  of  cases  attended  during  the  three 
periods  was  149^. 

Daring  the  first  epidemic  48  cases  were  obsterred; 
of  these,  30  were  males  and  18  females,  41  rocoveredy 
and  7  died.  Those  that  died  were  of  the  respective  ages  of 
5  weeks,  2,  Z,  5,  6,  10,  and  31  years.  The  proportion 
df  deaths  to  the  whole  number  attacked  was  as  1  to  7. 
The  first  case  occurred  Sept.  17th,  1837,  and  the  last 
May  28,  1838 ;  the  attacks  were  thus  distributed  over 
the  period  :— 

1  case  occurred  in  September 

4  *'  **  December 

5  "  "  January 

10  "  "  February 

11  "  "  March 

6  "  "  April 
11  '•  "  May. 

The  ages  of  those  attacked  varied  from  5  weel^s  t(K 
34  years,  and  the  numbers  of  those  attacked  for  each, 
period  of  five  years  were  :^ 

20  were         5  years  and  under. 
15  between    5  years  and  10  years. 
6      "        10        "         15     " 
3       "        15        «'        20     " 

0  "        20        **         25     " 

1  "        25        "         30     '• 
.  3       •'       30        "        35     '* 

Three  coses  only  had  been  previously  vaccinated,  and 
were  of  the  respective  ages  of  9  y^ars,  1 1  years,  and 
39  years ;  they  were  all  mild  cases,  and  recovered. 

There  was  no  evidence  to  show  how  the  first  case 
contracted  the  disease.  The  second  and  third  cases 
oceuned  at  a  variable  distance  from  the  first,  though  in 
the  same  district.  The  date  of  the  three  first  cases 
noticed  were-^September  17th,  December  4th,  and 
Decem-ber  26th. 

In  the  second  epidemic  33  cases  were  noticed ;  of 
these  20  were  males  and  13  females;  31  recovered,  and 
two  died.  Hie  ages  of  the  two  that  died  were  3  yean 
and  5  years.  The  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  number 
attacked  was^J  to  16^.  The  first  case  applied  August 
6th,  1844,  the  last  July  3rd,  1845;  and  the 
occurred  thus  :-— 

6  in  August 

5  in  September 

1  in  October 


1  in  November 

2  in  December 
I  in  January 


4  in  February 
6  in  March 
2  in  April 
8  in  May 
1  in  June 
1  in  July. 


The  youngest  was  7  months,  and  the  oldest  13  years. 
The  number  attacked  for  successive  periods  of  five; 
years  were  :— 

21  were        5  years  and  under. 
10  between    5  and  10  years. 
2      "        10  "    15     " 

One  case  only  had  been  previously  vacdnated,  m 
female  aged  13;  she  had  the  disease  mildly  and 
recovered.     There  was  no  evidence  to  show  how  tilt- 
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duease  was  imported.      The  firtt  six  caaes  all  occurred 
in  one  lane  (Black  Griffin  Lane). 

In  the  third  epidemic  67  cases  applied ;  of  these 
39  were  males  and  28  females,  65  recovered,  and  two 
died ;  their  ages  being  two  yean  and  eight  years.  The 
proportTon  of  deaths  to  the  number  attacked  was  as  1 
to  d3i.  The  first  case  presented  itself  September  21, 
1847,  the  last  case  May  14,  1848,  and  the  entire 
anmber  thus : — 

1  in  September  10  in  Febmary 

6  in  October  9  in  March 

12  in  November  3  in  April 

10  in  December  2  in  May. 

14  in  January 

The  age  of  the  youngest  attacked  was  three  mondit, 
■and  the  oldest  51  years. 

18  were         5  years  and  under. 
17  between    5  and  10  years. 


15       " 

10  and  15     " 

5       " 

15  and  20    " 

1       " 

20  and  25     '< 

7       *• 

25  and  30     " 

1       ** 

30  and  35     << 

2       " 

35  and  40     '* 

X     was 

51  years  old. 

Seventeen  had  been  vaccinated,  and  in  another  case 

itwasdoubtfol.    Of  these*- 

1  was     7  years. 

- 

1  was  28  years.   - 

1    »       9     m 

, 

1     ,.    29    „ 

2  were  11     „ 

1     „    30     „ 

3     „     12      „ 

1     „    32    ., 

3    „     15      „ 

1     M    37     „ 

1  was   18     „ 

1     „    51     „ 

All  these  recovered. 
The  first  case  occurred  in  the  person  9f  a  man,  who 
resided  in  Wincbeap,  and  who  worked  at  the  village  ot 
Chortham,  where  the  disease  then  prevailed.  The  next 
case  noticed  occurred  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  fourteen 
<days  afterwards.  It  appears  that  no  case  occurred  after 
vaccination  in  a  person  under  seven  yem  of  age,  and 
thuteen  of  the  twenty-one  vaccinated  were  above  the 
age  of  fifteen  years.  The  most  severe  cases,  and  the 
greatest  number,  existed,  generally  speaking,  in  the 
districts  most  thickly  populated  by  the  lower  orders, 
and  most  badly  drained. 

A  Diseased  Elbow-Joinf,  which  had  been  Removed  by 
Amputation, — By  Mr.  J.  Re^). 

The  particulars  of  the  case  are  brielfly  as  follows  :— 
S.  C,  aged  20,  a  fair,  delicate  female,  was  admitted  into 
/the  Canterbury  Hospital  March  7, 1851,  with  an  abscess, 
which  was  situated  behind  and  above  the  left  olecranon, 
immediately  beneath  the  integument,  and  which  dis- 
charged matter  by  a  narrow  opening.  The  joint  could 
be  moved  fireety  without  pain,  and  was  not,  appa- 
Tently,  implicated.  Just  below,  and  on  the  inner  side 
of  this  abscess,  in  a  situation  behind  the  inner  condyle, 
there  existed  a  soft  fluctuating  swelling,  which  was 
apparently  quite  distinct  from  the  abscess.  The  abscess 
had  commenced  as  a  soft  swelling,  without  obvious 
cause  or  marked  pain,  about  six  months  previously,  and 
had  remained  Indolent  till  six  weeks  lefore  her  admis- 
sion, when  it-enlarged,  and  was  punctured.     After  she 


entered  the  hospital,  the  opening  in  the  abtoesa  waa 
enlarged,  and  she  appeared  to  be  doing  well,  nntU  the 
second  swelling  became  inflamed,  sappurated,  and 
ulcerated,  when  some  thick  matter  escaped  through  ^bm 
opening.  A  large  fungous  protrusion  gradaaUy  pre- 
sented itself  at  this  opening,  and  the  bare  olecranoB 
could  be  struck  through  it  by  a  probe.  The  patient^a 
health  became  affected;  the  pulse  rose  to  130  and  140, 
was  feeble  and  wavy ;  night  sweats  set  in,  with  loss  of 
appetite ;  and  a  slight  hacking  cough,  that  had  existed 
more  or  less  for  four  years,  became  aggravated.  Hie 
joint  also  became  generally  enlarged.  The  qoestioii 
of  amputation  was  imperative  j  but,  in  consequence  of 
the  cough,  it  became  neoeeaary  to  examine  the  oondltioa 
of  the  lungs  as  carefully  as  possible.  On  peroossioa 
anteriorly,  the  chest  was  very  resonant  below  both 
davides,  but  dull  for  the  space  below  the  upper  part 
of  each  mamma.  Loud  coarse  inspiration  was  heard 
below  each  clavicle,  the  sound  being  uneven  and  divided, 
especially  on  the  right  side.  The  expiration  was  fiBeble 
and  indistinct.  The  vocal  resonanoe  was  much  in- 
creased. The  respiratory  murmur  was  very  faint  bdow 
the  mamma.  In  this  situation,  rhonchial  sounds  aooom* 
panied  the  inspiration,  and  were  increased  on  deep 
inspiration,  especially  on  the  left  side.  Posteriorly,  in 
the  super-clavicular  region,  percussion  was  dull,  and  the 
respiratory  murmur  was  less  audible  than  natural,  bvt 
the  vocal  resonance  was  increased.  The  pemissioQ  aad 
auscultatory  signs  below  the  scapula,  were  the  same  as 
in  front.  From  the  physical  signs,  it  was  thought  by 
the  physicians  who  examined  her,  that  tubercles  existed. 
Amputation  was  performed,  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform,  as  the  only  chance  that  remained.  For 
three  or  four  days  afterwards  great  constitutional  irri- 
tation existed,  the  bowels  were  obstinately  constipated, 
and  there  was  constant  vomiting,  with  the  same  lugh 
pulse -that  was  observed  before  the  operation.  These 
symptoms  yielded,  the  stump  healed,  andsheeventnally 
completely  recovered,  and  lost  her  cough.  She  now, 
after  an  interval  of  one  year  and  a  half,  remains  quite 
well,  and  has  become  stouter  than  she  was  before. 

The  abscess  first  formed  was  situated  in  the  integu- 
ment covering  the  tendon  of  the  triceps  extensor  cnbiti« 
and  had  a  doubtful  communication  with  that  secondly 
noticed;  soft  yellowish  deposit  in  ito  neighbourhood^ 
indicated  it  to  have  had  a  scrofulous  origin.  The 
second  abscess  apparently  originated  in  the  bursa 
between  the  tendon  of  the  triceps  and  the  olecranon, 
and  was  freely  connected  with  the  joint ;  the  mass  which 
protrudes  from  it  was  a  growtli  from  the  exposed 
synovial  membrane.  In  front  of  the  joint,  the  synovial 
membrane  was  distended  by  a  considerable  collection  of 
pus,  and  was  thickened,  soft,  and  vascular.  Ulceradoii 
had  commenced  in  the  cartilage  covering  the  head  of  the 
radius  and  the  corresponding  portion  of  the  humerus. 

The  points  commented  upon  as  interesting  in  this 
case  were — the  apparent  commencement  of  the  disease 
on  the  outside  of,  and  its  subsequent  extension  into, 
the  joints,  and  the  risk  under  which  amputation  was 
performed,  though  happily  terminating  favourably. 


ON  THE  PRESENT  STATE  OP  THE  MEDICAL  PRESS. 
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WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  22,  1852. 

Thb  mfixieiice  of  the  "  fourth  estate"  on  the 
march  of  civilization — its  good  and  eyil  effects 
upon  the  moral  as  well  as  the  physical  condition 
of  majQ,  are  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  most  of 
our  leading  politicians,  and  will  form  an  inter- 
esting ohject  of  inquiry  for  fature  historians, 
louring  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
the  medical  press  may  he  said  to  hare  struggled 
out  of  chaos  into  existence;  and  another  Sprengel, 
in  writing  its  history,  wiU  hare  to  take  into 
-4icooimt  the  influence  of  periodical  medical 
literature  on  the  progress  of  medicine  both  as 
an  art  and  as  a  science,  which  has  not  yet 
heen  duly  appreciated.  The  vigilant  controul 
which  it  has  exercised  over  the  practitioners  of 
the  art,  has  been  of  great  service  to  society, 
for  though  the  rich  have  the  power  of  protecting 
themselves — even  if  they  do  not  exercise  it — 
against  neglect  or  malpractice,  ^et,  when  the 
poor  are  concerned,  what  other  protection  can 
they  find,  but  in  the  loud-toned  voice  of  the 
medical  press  P  With  regard  to  the  science  of 
medicine,  we  believe  that  the  vast  improvements 
which  have  taken  place  throughout  Europe  and 
America  during  this  period  are  mainly  due  to  the 
Bame  fostering  hand.  It  has  kindled  in  the 
minds  of  thoujsands  a  spirit  of  observation  pre- 
viously dormant,  making  every  journal  a  valua- 
ble mine  of  fact«  and  opinions,  at  the  service  of 
the  master  minds  who  have  the  time,  the  energy, 
and  the  genius  to  mould  them  into  profitable 
shape.  Nay,  more,  the  medical  press  has  been 
the  parent  of  most  of  the  standard  works  of  the 
day,  many  of  which  their  authors  would  have 
been  afraid  to  publish,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
fostering  dew  of  editorial  praise.  If  such  be  the 
nature  of  a  ppwer  which,  to  the  best  of  our 
abilities  we  have  wielded  for  the  advantage  of 
the  profession,  it  ma]p  be  worth  while  to  glance 
at  the  present  state  of  so  potent  an  influence, 
to  which,  when  these  words  see  ihe  light,  we 
shall  have  ceased  to  belong. 

In  England,  the  medical  press  is  now  in  a 
state  of  transition:  most  of  its  established 
organs  are  changing  either  their  constitution, 
their  form,  or  their  Editors,  whilst  fresh  journals 
are  springing  up  in  the  place  of  others  consigned 


to  oblivion.  Out  of  courtesy,  however,  we  will 
first  glance  at  the  sister  kingdoms.  In  Dublin 
there  is  a  quarterly  journal,  second  to  none 
in  every  valuable  quality,  and  a  bi-monthly 
one,  which  is  edited  with  spirit,  although  the 
tenor  of  its  recent  remarks  on  English  prac- 
'titioners  cannot  be  admired.  In  Edinburgh 
there  are  also  two  journals — a  quarterly  and  a 
monthly.  The  former  has  become  a  bookseller's 
speculation,  and  now  lives  on  its  old  reputa- 
tion, and  unless  renovated  by  young  blood,  must 
speedily  die  a  natural  death.  The  latter  is  the 
property  of  Messrs.  Ohbistison,  Stub,  Siupsoir, 
and  Bennett,  and  is  certainly  conducted  with 
great  energy  and  talent,  but  its  most  striking 
.peculiarity  is  the  loudness  with  which  it  echoes 
every  month  the  praises  of  one  or  other  of  its 
proprietors,  whilst  at  the  same  time  its  Editors 
lose  no  opportunity  of  bespattering  with  mud 
all  other  British  medical  journals,  especially 
the  hebdomadaries  of  London.  In  England,  tho 
most  important  arbiter  in  medical  literature — tho 
British  and  Foreign  Q,uarterly  Review,  takes  a 
new  Editor,  who  intends  to  introduce  original 
articles,  an  alteration  to  be  regretted,  as  it  will 
draft  from  other  journals  their  most  important 
contributions,  without  improving  its  peculiar 
characteristic  of  reviewing  in  a  style  and  to  an  ex- 
tent, which  norther  journal  can  aspire  to.  The 
London  Journal  of  Medicine,  a  monthly  periodi- 
cal, dies  for  want  of  support,  after  a  short  career 
of  profitless  respectability.  The  Medical  Times 
at  one  mouthful  has  swallowed  up  the  Gazefte^ 
but  like  Pharoah's  lean  kine,  it  does  not  seem  to 
have  grown  the  fatter.  It,  having  used  up  one 
Editor,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  highly  re- 
spectable gentleman,  but  he  has  received  notico 
to  quit,  and  another  judge  in  re  medicA  is  said 
to  be  coming  from  beyond  the  seas, 

A  formidable  rival  to  the  old  standards  has 
sprung  up  of  late,  in  the  shape  of  the  Medical 
Circular,  which  is  a  usefcd  compilation  from 
other  journals,  and  has  certainly  its  cheapness 
and  pungency  to  recommend  it.  But  towering 
above  all  still  appears  the  Lancet — the  Times  of 
the  profession,  as  verdant  and  sapful  as  when 
first  started  by  its  energetic  Editor.  Neverthe- 
less the  spirit  of  change  has  come  over  ouir  own 
Association,  or  at  least  an  active  division  of  its 
light  infantry,  and  this  journal  is  henceforth  to 
be  so  altered  as  to  enter  the  lists  in  competition 
with  it.  Two  weekly  journals  are  absolutely 
necessary  to  ensure  freedom  of  discussion,  and 
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without  that  number  we  should  in  London 
share  the  fate  of  the  profession  in  Edinburgh, 
where  notoriously  th«re  is  no  free  press.  The 
Medical  Times,  backed  by  the  staff  of  two  old 
established  journals,  and  by  the  influence  of  the 
chief  medical  publisher  of  the  day,  cannot  do 
much  more  than  pay  its  expenses,  and  is  mainly 
ke^t  in  existence  for  other  purposes  than  as 
a  merely  mercantile  speculation.  Will  the  new 
series  of  this  journal  bo  able  to  take  the  place 
of  the  Medical  Times,  and  compete  with  the 
JLancet  on  the  same  terms,  and  with  the  same 
weapons  P  Time  will  show.  Will  our  members 
be  henceforth  more  willing  than  they  hare  been, 
to  enhance  the  value  of  their  own  journal  by 
the  results  of  their  daily  experience?  We  shall 
rejoice  if  such  be  the  case,  for  we  have  hence- 
forth a  common  interest  with  them  in  the  success 
of  our  common  property. 

And  now,  one  word  for  ourselves.  We  have 
brought  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  to  the  termination  of  the  furst  stage  of 
its  existence,  and  as  it  has  hitherto  been  almost 
exclusively  the  organ  of  the  members  of  the 
Association,  it  cannot  be  out  of  place  to  record 
our  thanks  for  their  support.  We  cannot  view 
a  change  which  renders  necessary  our  severance 
from  the  Journal  without  regret.  To  feel  other- 
wise would  be  to  appreciate  too  lightly  the 
honour  done  to  us  by  the  Association  in  confiding 
its  important  interests  to  our  care ;  and  we  own 
OUT  regret  is  increased  by  the  fact  of  our  having 
indulged  the  hope  of  carxying  out  by  the  aid  of 
our  friends,  the  most  signal  improvements  in  its 
composition  and  management.  Henceforth,  as  a 
humble  member  of  the  Association,  we  fervently 
hope  the  change  may  realize  the  fondest  wishes 
of  those  by  whom  it  has  been  brought  about, 
and  that  it  may  prove  equally  profitable  to  the 
Association,  and  creditable  to  the  gentleman  who 
will  in  future  occupy  the  chair  we  now  vacate. 


ffitiiiral  SutelligmL 

CHANGES   IN   THE  MANAGEMENT  OF  THE 
PARIS  HOSPITALS. 

V  Union  Midicale  mentioiis  that  the  great  facility  for 
travelling  has  so  encambered  the  hospitals  of  Paris, 
that  measures  will  now  be  taken  to  make  the  varions 
departments  pay  for  the  people  from  the  provinces  who 
are  admitted  into  the  Paris  hospitals.  The  Central 
Board,  which  was  formerly  instituted  merely  fer 
examining  and  sending  patients  to  the.varions  hospitals, 
will  now  be  transformed  into  a  dispensary,  without 
detriment  to  its  former  dtities ;  so  that  the  poor  who 


can  be  treated  at  their  own  residences  may  be  attended 
to.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  munidpsl 
body  of  Paris  contributes  j^350,000  to  the  expensei  of 
hospitals. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  on 
the  3rd  instant : — Greorge  Amison,  Allendale,  Noithma- 
berland ;  Philip  Beal,  Guernsey ;  Robert  Madimont, 
New  York;  Samuel  William  North,  York;  John 
Oliver  Rouse,  Great  Torrington,  Devon,  Theodav 
WUUam  Rutter,  Clapton ;  Edward  WUmbuist  Tvt, 
Heytesbury,  Wiltshire;  Thomas  Wright,  Kilkenny. 

Fellowship. — ^The  following  members  were  sdniittBd 
Fellows  on  the  9th  instant;— Robert  William  Coe^ 
Bristol,  diploma  dated  April  26, 1844;  James  Godfrej, 
Bristol,  October  4,  4836 ;  Theophilus  Caractacus  Lewii, 
New  Kent  Road,  August  28,  1842;  Joseph  Listtr, 
Upton,  Essex;  Charles  William  Carrol  Otway,  Canter- 
bury  Row,  Kennington,  July  4,  1838;  George  Robert 
Skinner,  Bath,  January  22,  1847. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

NOTICE     TO     MEMBBBS. 

The  Central  Council  of  the  Association  beg  to  eiD 
the  attention  of  those  members  whose  subscriptionB  m 
in  arrear  to  the  following  resolutions  passed  at  the 
Anniversary  Meeting,  held  at  Hull,  on  the  7th  and 
8th  of  August,  1850:— 

**  But  if  any  Member's  subscription  remain  nnpiid 
twdve  montiis  after  it  shall  become  due,  the  Medical  mid 
Surgical  Journal t  and  other  publications  of  the  Society, 
shall  be  withheld  from  such  Member  till  his  arresis  be 
paid ;  and  when  any  Member  has  been  in  amsis  of 
subscription  for  the  space  of  tkrce  year9,  applicatioD 
shaU  be  made  for  the  same  by  the  General  Secrettty, 
and  if  the  arrears  be  not  paid  in  ihree  monikt,  the 
name  of  that  Member  shall  be  omitted  from  tiie  list  of 
Subscribers;  but  this  omission  shall  not  be  deemsd, 
either  in  honour  or  equity,  as  rfleasing  any  GentksMa 
from  the  subscriptions  owing  during  his  Membefship*" 

Those  gentlemen  who  have  not  yet  paid  their  sub- 
scriptions for  the  cuBkBNT  tba&,  or  who  sre  in 
ARRBA&s,  are  requested  to  forward  the  amount  die 
either  to  the  Secretary  of  the  district  in  which  fbsy 
reside,  or  to  the  Treasurer  or  Secretary  of  the  Associi* 
tion  at  Worcester. 

All  post-office  orders  should  be  sent  either  to  the 
Treasurer  or  Secretary,  who  alone  have  thepowsrof 
giving  receipts. 

J.  P.  SHEPPA&D. 

Worcester,  October  23, 1852.  Secretsiy. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


We  have  forwarded  a  paper  from  Cheltenham  to  Dr* 
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Lithotomy  after  Cure  by  Llthotrity,  505 ;  Litho- 
tomy, Death  in  thirty-six  hours,  530 ;  eight  small 

Calculi  removed  by  Catheter  Forceps,  Cure  42; 
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